
Stories Behind the Names 
of 250 Places 

in Madison County and Huntsville, Alabama

Why Is It 
Named That?

by Dex Nilsson



WHY IS IT 
NAMED THAT?

Stories Behind the Names 
of 250 Places 

in Madison County and Huntsville, Alabama

Twinbrook Communications
Huntsville, Alabama



WHY IS IT NAMED THAT?
Copyright 2003, 2005 by John Dexter Nilsson 
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

1st Printing August, 2003 
2nd Printing March 2005

(Note changes on p. 122-3.)

Published by
Twinbrook Communications 
805 Farley Drive 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802

Copies may be ordered directly from the publisher 
for $13.95 plus $1.55 for Media mailing ($15.50 total) 
Alabama residents must also add $1.12 sales tax ($16.62 total)

ISBN 0-9629170-6-0

Library of Congress Control Number: 2003094738

2



TABLE OF CONTENTS

About This Book ....................................................  4
About the Author ....................................................  6
Acknowledgm ents ...................................................  7

1. The Beginning of Madison County
and Huntsville .................................................  9

2. Cities and Communities .................................. 12
3. Mountains and Streams .................................. 21
4. County Roads .................................................. 26
5. In and Around Madison .................................  31
6. Downtown Huntsville Streets ......................... 35
7. Avenues in Huntsville’s Five Points District ....  45
8. More Huntsville Streets .................................. 52

Photographs ................................................. 65-68
9. Parks and Recreation Areas ...........................  69
10. B uildings .......................................................... 73
11. L ibraries ...........................................................  83
12. Colleges and Universities ..............................  85
13. High Schools .................................................. 93
14. At Redstone Arsenal ...................................... 97
15. More Places of Interest ................................  104
16. Still More Names ....................................... 115

Bibliography ........................................................  117
Some Corrections and Comments ........................... 122
Index ..................................................................... 124



Do You Know
What “Alabama" means?

What Holmes and Williams did for the countiy? 
Whom Lincoln Street is named for?

Where the rainbow is in Rainbow Mountain?
Why things are called "Twickenham”?

How Redstone Arsenal's roads got named?
The creek that’s named for the town barber?

You can find the answers -  and much more -  in this little book. 
Here are fun-to-read stories behind 250 of the names 

of towns, mountains, rivers, county roads, 
city streets, parks, buildings, schools, museums, and more, of 

Huntsville, Madison, and Madison County.
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