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The Civil War Journal 
of Mary Jane Chadick

The Civil War diary of Mary Jane Chadick of Hunts­
ville, Alabama, has been a popular source for historians since 
it first appeared in serial form in the Huntsville Times in 1937. 
Soon after this, it was printed in a small book, and in 1947 
was reprinted in the Alabama Historical Quarterly, a selec­
tion so popular that surplus copies were quickly depleted. 
Chadicks’s witty observations of life under military occupa­
tion and the social and cultural tensions of southern women 
living in a wartime world are quoted by writers of many books 
about the Civil War. Nancy Rohr’s edition is the first attempt 
to place the diary in context and interpret Mrs. Chadick 
and the wartime world in which she lived. Rohr’s extensive 
annotations make this new edition an even more valuable pri­
mary source on women, northern Alabama and the Civil War.
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