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A T H E N S  C O L L E G E :  
T H E  F I R S T  150 Y E A R S

By WILLIAM D. BELL

"It  i s ,  S ir ,  as I have sa id , only a sm a ll  c o l le g e ,  but 
there  are  those  that lo v e  i t . "

When D aniel W e b s te r ,  in his b est  d ram atic  s ty le , 
uttered  those  conclud ing  re m a rk s  b e fo r e  the Suprem e 
C ourt, the y ea r  was 1819 and the c o l le g e  to w hich he 
r e fe r r e d  was D artm outh C o lle g e  in N ew H am psh ire . 
B a re ly  three  y e a rs  a fter  that, in 1822, in the f lo u r is h ­
ing little  v i l la ge  of A thens, A la b a m a , the foundations 
w ere  laid  fo r  another institution of learn ing about 
w hich som e five  gen era tion s  of students, patrons and 
fr ien ds  have fe lt  the sam e as did W ebster  of his 
alm a m a te r .  Athens C o l le g e ,  now  beginning its 
secon d  150 y e a rs  of educational s e r v i c e  in the sam e 
lo ca t ion ,  has alw ays been sm a ll  by the s im ple  s tan ­
dards of n u m bers  and d im en sion s  and it has always 
had those  who lov ed  it by e v e r y  standard.

In 1822, f iv e  y e a rs  after the town of Athens was 
in co rp o ra te d  and som e  four  y e a r s  a fter  A l a b a m a  
b e ca m e  a state , a few  res id en ts  of this young T e n n ­
e s s e e  V a lle y  com m u n ity ,  c o n ce rn e d  over  the la ck  of 
fo r m a l  educational opportun ities  ava ilab le  to their  
d aughters , p u rch a sed  a f i v e - a c r e  p lot  of land fo r  the 
es tab lish m en t of a fe m a le  a c a d e m y - - th e  rough e q u i­
va lent of a m od ern  se co n d a ry  le v e l  s ch o o l .  F r o m  
this sm a ll  beginning as an a ca d e m ic  haven fo r  the 
daughters  of a few  lo c a l  c i t iz e n s ,  g rew  one of the
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o ld est  and m o s t  reputable p r ivate  l ib e r a l  arts  in s t i ­
tutions in the South, Athens C o l le g e . Now in its s e s -  
quicentennia l y e a r ,  Athens C o lle g e  c e le b r a te s  a c e n ­
tury  and a half of unbroken , untarnished s e r v i c e  to 
the youth of the state; and f r o m  that sm a ll  o r ig in a l  
investm ent of a few  d o l la rs  and five  a c r e s  of land , 
has e vo lv ed  an a ca d em ic  and cu ltura l cen ter  va lued  
at o ver  f ive  m ill ion  d o l la rs  and c o m p r is in g  m o r e  
than f o r t y - f iv e  a c r e s  of land.

Athens F e m a le  A c a d e m y ,  as the s ch o o l  was f i r s t  
c a l le d ,  s e rv e d  the com m u nity  fo r  over  twenty y e a rs  . 
In 1843 it was in co rp o ra te d  into a m o r e  e n te rp r is in g  
educational plan which had been launched the y ea r  
b e fo r e  by the T e n n e sse e  C on feren ce  of the M ethod ist  
E p is c o p a l  C hurch . At the annual m eeting  of the c o n ­
fe r e n c e  in 1842, w hich was held  in A then s, a group 
of in fluentia l lo c a l  M ethodists  s u c ce s s fu l ly  put the 
m otion  that the Church sanction  the es tab lish m en t of 
a fe m a le  institute in the c ity .  The c o n fe r e n c e  d e l e ­
gates ap p roved  the idea but in their  r eso lu t ion  m ade 
quite c le a r  that the s ch oo l  was not to d evo lv e  "an y  
p e cu n ia ry  obligation  upon the c o n f e r e n c e . "  A r m e d  
with this m o r a l  support, h ow e v e r ,  the b a c k e r s  of the 
s ch o o l ,  including som e  tru stees  of Athens F e m a le  
A c a d e m y ,  obtained a ch arter  f r o m  the state in e a r ly  
1843 and began operation  that y ea r  as the F e m a le  
Institute of the T en n essee  Annual C o n fe re n ce  of the 
M ethod ist  E p is co p a l  Church . The A c a d e m y  p r o p e r ty  
was s igned over  to the Institute and the tru s te e s  of 
the latter  im m ed ia te ly  and v ig o r o u s ly  set to w ork  to 
in c r e a s e  the s ize  of the site and to  su bcr ibe  the 
$10,000 that the Church  had authorized  to be ra is e d  . 
The tru stees  who s u c c e s s fu l ly  a c c o m p lis h e d  the 
w ork , the ben e factor  s who m ade those o r ig in a l ,  m o st  
c r i t i c a l  con tr ibu tion s , include am ong their  num ber 
som e  of the m o st  honored  nam es in the h is to ry  of
4



Athens and L im e s to n e  C ounty . With the funds quick ly  
ra ise d  and another f iv e  a c r e s  of land accum ulated , 
w ork  was begun on the m ain  a ca d e m ic  building. The 
s tru c tu re ,  b a s ic a l ly  c o m p le te d  in 1844, la ter  cam e 
to be known as F o u n d e r 's  Hall and still  stands today 
as the sh ow p iece  and fo c a l  point of the C o l le g e .  It 
has been added to and r e m o d e le d  m any t im es  over  
the y e a rs  but retains its a ttra ctiv en ess  and appeal as 
a fine exam ple  of an tebellum  Southern G reek  R ev iva l  
a r c h it e c tu r e .

The f i r s t  change in F o u n d e r 's  Hall cam e quite 
soon , in 1845, as a t w o - s t o r y  wing was added on the 
north s ide to be used  fo r  p re s id e n t ia l  a ccom m od a tion  
and to house board ing  students. The trustees  had 
ea r ly  d ec ided  to .make the institution a boarding 
s ch o o l ,  and although this gave the Institute a d i s ­
t inctive  ch a r a c te r  - -  board ing  s ch o o ls  fo r  g ir ls  be - 
ing quite r a re  at the t im e in the South- - i t  was a lso  
the cause  of m any of the f inancia l d iff icu lt ies  the 
sch oo l  was f o r c e d  to  m eet  through the y e a r s .  Hard 
t im es  w e re  not in sight, h o w e v e r ,  as the Institure , 
under the able lea d ersh ip  of its f i r s t  p re s id e n t ,  R. 
H. R iv e r s ,  saw its inaugural c la s s  of "n e a r ly  80" 
c o m e  together in July , 1843. F r o m  that tim e to 
th is , and of c o u r s e  stretch ing  back  to 1822, the 
sch oo l  has n ev er  fa iled  to m eet  its ca len d a r .  T h ere  
have been delays  and shifts and th ere  have been 
t im es  when it s e e m e d  un likely  that the d o o r s  would 
open, but un fa iling ly , as the A c a d e m y ,  the Institute, 
the F e m a le  C o l le g e ,  and fina lly  as Athens C o lle g e , 
the i n s t i t u t i o n  has fu lfi l led  its high ob ligations of 
education  and s e r v i c e .

A  s u c c e s s io n  of tw en ty -e igh t p res id en ts  have 
se rv e d  as o v e r s e e r s  of the evolution  of this h is to r ic  
c o l le g e ;  f r o m  D r .  R iv e r s  in the beginning to Dr. 
Sidney S a n d r id ge , who p re se n t ly  ad m in is ters  the jo b .
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They have been , by and la r g e ,  m en of great  c h a r a c ­
t e r ,  ta lent, devotion  to duty, and p e r s e v e r a n c e . 
T h ere  have been t im es  in the past - -  t im es  of f in a n ­
c ia l  s t r e s s ,  p r im a r i ly  - -  when, with a l e s s e r  man 
in c o n t r o l ,  the co l le g e  m ight e a s ily  have fa iled .  It 
i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  m isleading to say "m e n "  h e re  fo r  two 
of the m o r e  outstanding p res id en ts  w e re  w om en ; the 
le gen d a ry  M adam e J. H a m i l t o n  Childs and M rs  • 
M ary  M o o re  M cC o y .  M r s .  Childs m anaged  to  s h e p ­
h erd  the c o l le g e  sa fe ly  through the C iv il  W ar y e a rs  
(she was a n orth ern er  and there  a re  s e v e r a l  f a s c i ­
nating but unlikely  s to r ie s  about how she m anaged  to 
keep raid ing Union troop s  f r o m  desp o il in g  s ch o o l  
p r o p e r t y ) ,  and M r s . M o o re  s e r v e d  t wo t e r m s  
(1904-16 and 1925-30), the f ir s t  of w hich  was one of 
the m o s t  expansive  in the c o l l e g e 's  h is to ry .

T h e re  a re  many i n t e r e  s t i n g  ep isod es  in the 
c h r o n ic le s  of Athens C o l le g e ,  s to r ie s  of good  t im e s  
and bad. M o st ly ,  h ow e v e r ,  is a s to ry  of co n t in u ­
ing a lteration  and adjustm ents to m e e t  the c h a n g ­
ing educational needs of its students, w hile  r e m a in ­
ing a n ch ored  to certa in  essen tia l  p r in c ip le s  w hich 
have guided its t r u s te e s ,  facu lty , and a d m in is t r a ­
to rs  f r o m  the outset. Fundam entally , the g o v e r n ­
ing p r in c ip le  has been to p ro v id e  the b e s t  p o s s ib le  
l ib e r a l  arts  education without abandoning the p h i ­
lo s o p h ica l  r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  of nurturing the m o r a l  
and sp ir itua l growth of its students. O ver  the y e a rs  
Athens C o lle g e  has m aintained a v e r y  c l o s e  r e l a ­
tionship  to the M ethodist Church which owns it (the 
o w n in g  c o n f e r e n c e  f i n a l l y  a s s u m e d  a c t u a l  p e c u n i a r y  
obligation  of the s ch oo l  in 1891), and, though there 
has n ever  been a rea l  sem in ary  a tm osp h ere  on the 
ca m p u s ,  the s ch oo l  has always been h eav ily  c o m ­
m itted  to cultivating those students d e s ir in g  to s e rv e  
the C hurch  in lay or p r o fe s s io n a l  cap ac ity .
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During the late 1870's and 1880's the s c h o o l c a m e  
to be known as the " F e m a le  C o l le g e "  though te ch n i­
ca l ly  it was still  the Institute. T h ese  w e re  y e a rs  of 
p h y s ica l  grow th and a ca d e m ic  m aturation , how ever , 
and this was r e f l e c t e d  in 1889 in the d e c is io n  to 
change the nam e o f f ic ia l ly  to Athens F e m a le  C o l le g e . 
The a ca d e m ic  asp ect  of the s ch o o l  during these e a r ly  
ye a rs  saw heavy em phasis  upon m u s ic ,  fine arts, 
l i t e r a tu r e , and re l ig io n ,  w hich w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  
p ro p e r  sub jects  fo r  re fin ed  young la d ie s .  E x am in a ­
tions w e re  in the trad itional m an n er ,  o ra l  and held 
b e fo r e  exam ining c o m m itte e s  f r o m  the M ethodist 
Church  or s is te r  educational institutions. E x am in a ­
tion or "R e c ita t io n "  Day was the highlight of the 
s ch oo l  yea r  with fr ien d s  and fa m ily  com in g  to w it ­
ness  the p r o g r e s s  of the students. A ll  during these 
ye a rs  the c o l le g e  a ls o  m aintained a secon d a ry  or 
p r e p a ra to ry  departm ent w hich was a d ir e c t  d e s c e n -  
dent of the or ig in a l  a ca d em y . M ost  of the p r e p a r a ­
to ry  students w e re  "d ay  students" or  c o m m u t e r s  
w hereas  about one third to  one half of the co l le g e  
g ir ls  w e re  b o a r d e r s ,  m any c o m i n g  f r o m  o t h e r  
states . The p r e p a ra to ry  departm en t, which later 
was ca lled  R iv e r s  A c a d e m y ,  c o -e x i s t e d  with the 
co l le g e  w ell  into the twentieth cen tury  and m any 
a l u m n a e  of  the c o l l e g e  today are  a lso  R i v e r s  
A ca d e m y  a lum nae.

A round the turn of the cen tury  the en ro llm en t  of 
the s ch o o l  fluctuated depending upon e co n o m ic  c o n d i ­
tions but g e n e ra l ly  was around 100 to 125 students . 
N o rm a lly  about one th ird  of these  w e re  A ca d e m y  
g i r l s ,  including som e p r im a r y  students. A fte r  1909 
the a cad em y  was r e s t r ic t e d  e n t ire ly  to s e c o n d a r y -  
le v e l  p u p i ls .

The yea r  1909 was a s ign ificant one fo r  the c o l ­
leg e  in se v e r a l  w ays .  Not only was the a cad em y
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changed , as noted , but this was a ls o  the peak y e a r  of 
en ro llm en t .  Som e 235 g ir ls  r e g is te re d  in 1909 with 
m o r e  than half of them  being res id en t  or board ing  
students. At this m om ent of apparent p r o s p e r i t y  the 
c o l le g e  was m et ,  h o w e v e r ,  with one of its m o s t  
se r io u s  d is a s t e r s .  A  typhoid e p id em ic  s truck  the 
s ch o o l  with s ix ty - f iv e  c a s e s  of the dread  d is e a s e  on 
ca m p u s .  F ou r  students died in the e p id em ic  but only 
two of them  on cam p u s. One of those deaths was that 
of F lo r e n c e  B row n , a s tu den t-teach er  f r o m  Il l in o is . 
M iss  B row n  was som ething of a h er ion e  during the 
plague and B row n H all, one of the cen tra l  build ings 
on the ca m p u s ,  was nam ed in her h onor .

T h ese  y e a r s ,  just b e fo r e  the F ir s t  W o r ld  W a r ,  
w e re  b o o m  y e a rs  fo r  the c o l le g e .  Under the l e a d e r ­
ship of P re s id e n t  M ary N orm an M o o re  (who would 
s e rv e  again later  as M r s .  M ary  M o o re  M cC o y ) , 
th ere  was extensive  p h ys ica l  growth and a ca d e m ic  
change. A num ber of new buildings w e re  e r e c te d  
and the cu rr icu lu m  was updated to m eet  the c h a l ­
len ges  of the twentieth cen tury . In 1914 the B oa rd  of 
Education  of the G enera l C o n fe re n ce  of the M ethod ist  
C hurch  r e co g n iz e d  the advances of the c o l le g e  by 
aw arding it an " A "  c la s s i f ica t io n  which m eant that it 
was a fu lly  a c c re d ite d  d e g re e -g ra n t in g  in s t itu tion .  
By that sam e year  the valuation of the p h ys ica l  p r o ­
p e r ty  of the co l le g e  had in cre a se d  to over  $2 00 ,00 0  . 
The yea r  1915 saw the co r p o r a te  nam e of the in s t i ­
tution changed once m o r e ,  this t im e to Athens C o l ­
lege  fo r  Young W om en.

The 1920's w ere  ye a rs  of continuing p r o g r e s s  
fo r  the c o l le g e .  The M ethodist C hurch , w hose f in ­
ancial ro le  in the life  of the s ch oo l  had been nom inal 
to this point, began to b e c o m e  m o r e  a c t iv e ly  engaged 
in the funding of the c o l le g e ,  at least to the extent of 
authorizing loans fo r  con stru ct ion  and supporting



fund d r i v e s  within the c o n f e r e n c e .  W ith  such  b a c k ­
ing and con t in u ed  s u p p o r t  f r o m  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  s e v e r a l  
n ew  bu i ld in gs  w e r e  a d d e d ,  in c lu d in g  a m o d e r n  d o r m ­
i t o r y  and a g y m n a s i u m .  T h e  s c h o o l  w as  s u f f i c i e n t ly  
funded and o r g a n i z e d  to  attain fu l l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  f r o m  
the Southern  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  C o l l e g e s  and S e c o n d a r y  
S c h o o l s  in 1927.

The 1930 's  b r o u g h t  f in a n c ia l  h a r d s h ip s  to  i n s t i ­
tut ions  and in d iv id u a ls  a l ike  and A th e n s  C o l l e g e  was  
no  d i f f e r e n t .  A  n u m b e r  o f  a d ju s t m e n t s  had to  b e  
m a d e  to  m e e t  the f i n a n c i a l  c r i s e s  and the m o s t  
s ig n i f i ca n t  w a s  the d e c i s i o n  to  b e c o m e  c o - e d u c a -  
t i on a l .  In 1931 the d o o r s  o f  the h a l l o w e d  o ld  g i r l s '  
s c h o o l  w e r e  o p e n e d  to  m e n .  T o  s o m e  it was  a s a c ­
r i l e g e ,  but t o  m o s t  students  o f  bo th  s e x e s  it w as  a 
de l igh t .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  of  c o u r s e ,  the n a m e  
c h a n g e d ,  th is  t im e  to  the s t i l l  e x i s t in g  A th en s  C o l ­
l e g e .  D u r in g  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s ,  the s c h o o l  s u s ­
ta ined  i t s e l f ,  as  did  m a n y  other  s m a l l  p r i v a t e  c o l ­
l e g e s ,  by  o f f e r i n g  w h a te v e r  a s s i s t a n c e  it c o u ld  to 
students  in the m a t t e r  o f  tu it ion  and o ther  e x p e n s e s . 
P a y m e n t s  in kind w e r e  a c c e p t e d ,  a v a r i e t y  of  w o r k -  
study p lans  w e r e  a d o p te d ,  and a n u m b e r  of  students  
w e r e  a c c e p t e d  on p u r e  fa i th .  In 1939 -40  the c o l l e g e  
s p o n s o r e d  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a h o s i e r y  m i l l  to he lp  
p r o v i d e  w o r k  f o r  n e e d y  s tudents .

T he  w a r  y e a r s  of  the f o r t i e s  w e r e  lean  t i m e s  f o r  
A th e n s  C o l l e g e  but the influx  of  v e t e r a n s  a f te r  1945 
h e lp e d  r e v i t a l i z e  the s c h o o l .  E v en in g  c l a s s e s  w e r e  
i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  the b e n e f i t  of  t h o s e  studying  u n d e r  the 
G . I, B i l l  of  R ig h ts  and b e c a m e  a m a in s t a y  of  the 
c u r r i c u l u m  and a f in a n c ia l  b o o n  to  the s c h o o l  in the 
1950s and s i x t i e s .  M e n ' s  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  s p o r t s  w e r e  
a dded  dur ing  this  p e r i o d  with b a s k e t b a l l  and ev en  
f o o t b a l l  (w h ich  had b e e n  p la y e d  f o r  a b r i e f  t i m e  in 
the t h i r t i e s )  b e c o m i n g  a p a r t  of  the c a m p u s  l i f e  in
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the 1 9 5 0 's .  With  the re tu r n  of  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  f lush  
t i m e s  s o m e  s o r e l y  n e e d e d  r e f u r b i s h i n g  and c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  in this  d e c a d e  w ith  a 
s m a l l  d o r m i t o r y  and a s c i e n c e  bui ld ing  b e in g  the 
m a in  a d d i t i o n s .  In 1 9 6 2  a m o r e  s p a c i o u s  and m o d e r n  
r e s i d e n c e  ha l l  f o r  g i r l s  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  w h ich  w o u ld  
h o u s e  f i f ty  students .

U n d e r  the l e a d e r  ship of  P r e s i d e n t  V i r g i l  M c C a i n  
and the B o a r d  of  T r u s t e e s ,  the c o l l e g e  sa w  a " n e w  
d e p a r t u r e "  in 1964 as it la u n ch ed  an e r a  of  e x p a n s i o n  
and a c t i v e  r e c r u i t m e n t  of s t u d e n t s . In the s h o r t  
s p a c e  o f  one  y e a r  the e n r o l l m e n t  of  the s c h o o l  
i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  l e s s  than 800 to  m o r e  than 1 3 0 0 .  
T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  p r o b l e m s  as A th en s  C o l l e g e  w en t  
" m o d "  with  its exp an d ed  and c o s m o p o l i t a n  student  
b o d y ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of  w h ich  now  c a m e  f r o m  the 
e a s t e r n  and n o r t h e r n  s ta te s .  It w as  a n oth er  p e r i o d  
of  a d ju s t m e n t  f o r  the s c h o o l  but the p r o b l e m s  w e r e  
q u i c k ly  a m e l i o r a t e d  with n o  s a c r i f i c e  of a c a d e m i c  
e x c e l l e n c e .  A  n u m b e r  of n ew  b u i ld in g s  w e r e  a d d ed , 
in c lu d in g  a m o d e r n  p h y s i c a l  ed u c a t io n  c e n t e r ,  an 
e x c e l l e n t  c o l l e g e  union  b u i l d i n g  and f o u r  m e n ' s  
d o r m i t o r i e s .

A s  A th en s  C o l l e g e  b e g in s  its s e c o n d  150 y e a r s  
the p r o s p e c t s  a r e  quite  b r i g h t ,  c e r t a i n l y  as  m u c h  s o  
as  they  w e r e  f o r  th ose  s ta lw a r t s  w h o  r e s o l v e d  to  
e s t a b l i s h  an " in s t i tu te  of  h igh  g r a d e "  b a c k  in 1 8 2 2 .  
T h e  c u r r e n t  p r o b l e m s  a r e b e i n g  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  m e t  - -  
as  they  have  a lw a y s  b e e n  - -  the e n r o l l m e n t  has  
s t a b i l i z e d  at about  one thousand p e r  s e m e s t e r ,  the 
f a c u l ty  i s  outstanding ,  s tu d e n t - f a c u l t y  r a t i o s  a r e  
e x c e l l e n t ,  the e n d o w m e n t  is  i n c r e a s i n g ,  the a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i o n  is  p r o g r e s s i v e  and r e s p o n s i v e  to  student 
n e e d s ,  and it m a y  be  e x p e c t e d  that 150 y e a r s  f r o m  
n ow  the t r i - c e n t e n n i a l  h i s t o r ia n  of  the c o l l e g e  w i l l  
v i e w  this  as one m o r e  in t e r e s t in g  e r a  in a lon g  and
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c o l o r f u l  h i s t o r y .  And  a nother  f i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  
have  b e e n  ab le  to  c o n c u r  with W e b s t e r  that though it 
is  but a s m a l l  c o l l e g e , " t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  that l o v e  i t . "

F O U N D E R S  H A L L

C o m p l e t e d  in 1844, this  bu i ld ing  sh o w s  c l e a r l y  
the G r e e k  in f lu e n ce  w h i c h  w a s  c o m m o n  to e a r l y  
Southern  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The  m a s s i v e  outer  b r i c k  
w a l l s  a r e  f i f t een  in c h e s  th ick  and w e r e  fa s h io n e d  by  
s la v e  l a b o r .
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GE NE RAL  0. M. M I T C H E L ' S  

O C C UP A T I ON  OF H U N T S V I L L E

By MARTHA B. GABEL

O r m s b y  M c K n ig h t  M i t c h e l  w as  b o r n  in M o r g a n -  
f i e l d ,  K e n t u c k y ,  on Ju ly  28 ,  1809,  but c l a i m e d  O h io  
as h is  a d op ted  s ta te .  He  e n t e r e d  W e s t  P o i n t  M i l i t a r y  
A c a d e m y  in 1825.  F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  he  g ra d u a te d  
f i f t e e n t h  in a c l a s s  o f  f o r t y - s i x ,  w h ich  in c lu d e d  
R o b e r t  E .  L e e  and J o s e p h  E .  Johnston  w h o  l a t e r  
b e c a m e  r e n o w n e d  c o m m a n d i n g  g e n e r a l s  of  the C o n ­
f e d e r a t e  States  of  A m e r i c a .  Upon g ra d u a t ion  M i t c h e l  
w a s  p r o m o t e d  to  a b r e v e t  s e c o n d  l i e u te n a n c y  in the 
S e c o n d  United  States A r t i l l e r y .  In the s a m e  y e a r  he  
w a s  a p p o in te d  A c t in g  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M a t h e ­
m a t i c s  at W e s t  P o in t .  He  r e s i g n e d  h is  m i l i t a r y  rank  
and p r o f e s s o r s h i p  in 1832 to study law  in C in c in n a t i . 
In 1834 he  b e c a m e  P r o f e s s o r  of  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  P h i  - 
l o s o p h y ,  and A s t r o n o m y  at C in c in n a t i  C o l l e g e ,  a 
p o s i t i o n  he  r e ta in e d  f o r  ten y e a r s .  D ur ing  this  t i m e  
he  u r g e d  that an O b s e r v a t o r y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in C i n ­
c in n a t i .  A p p o in t e d  d i r e c t o r  of the O b s e r v a t o r y  i t ­
s e l f  in 1845,  he b eg a n  p u b l i sh in g  a n o te d  a s t r o n o  - 
m i c a l  j o u r n a l  ent i t led  the S i d e r e a l  M e s s e n g e r . T w o  
y e a r s  la t e r  he  b e c a m e  O h i o ' s  State A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a  , 
f o l l o w e d  b y  an app o in tm en t  in 1848 as C h ie f  E n g in e e r  
of  the O h io  and M i s s i s s i p p i  R a i l r o a d .  T h is  k n o w ­
l e d g e  of  r a i l r o a d  o p e r a t i o n s  w as  to  p r o v e  a va lu a b le  
a s s e t  to  h i m  dur ing  the C iv i l  W a r .

M i t c h e l  r e t u r n e d  to  N e w  Y o r k  in 1859 to  s e r v e  
as d i r e c t o r  of the D u d ley  O b s e r v a t o r y  at A lb a n y .
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W h ile  th e r e  he at tended  the Union m e e t in g  at Union  
S qu a re  in N e w  Y o r k  C i ty  on A p r i l  20 ,  1861. H i s  
e l oquent  a d d r e s s  on that o c c a s i o n  s t i r r e d  the e m o ­
t ions  o f  h is  a u d ie n c e  w hen  he  d e c l a r e d :  " I  owe a l l e ­
g ia n ce  to  n o  State ,  and n e v e r  d id ,  and G od  he lp ing  
m e ,  I n e v e r  w i l l .  I owe  a l l e g i a n c e  to  the G o v e r n ­
m e n t  of  the United  S t a t e s . "  B ut ,  in a r e f e r e n c e  to  
the Southern  S ta te s ,  he s o l e m n l y  w a r n e d  his  a u d i ­
e n c e :

I know these m en; I know their courage; I have been 
among them ; I have been reared with them; they have 
courage; and do not yet pretend to think they have 
not. I te ll you what it is , it is no child 's play you 
are entering upon. They w ill fight; and with a d eter­
mination and a p o w e r  which is  i r r e s i s t i b l e . 1

With w a r  a r e a l i t y ,  O . M .  ( d e e m e d  the O h io  
M o n s t e r )  M i t c h e l  t u r n e d  h is  a t tent ion  o n ce  again  to  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  On A u g u s t  9,  1861, he  w a s  c o m ­
m i s s i o n e d  a b r i g a d i e r - g e n e r a l  o f  v o l u n t e e r s .  At  the 
r e q u e s t  o f  C in c in n a t i  c i t i z e n s ,  he w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  
f r o m  N e w  Y o r k  to  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  the O h io ,  w h ich  
i n c lu d e d  h is  n a t iv e  state of K e n tu c k y  as  w e l l .  L o y a l  
K en tu ck ian s  r u s h e d  to  j o in  M i t c h e l 1 s f o r c e s .  Soon he 
found h i m s e l f  in c o m m a n d  o f  a b r i g a d e ,  next  a d i v i ­
s i o n ,  and then a c o l u m n  of  G e n e r a l  Don  C a r l o s  
B u e l l ' s f o r c e s .

M i t c h e l  c o m m a n d e d  the t h i r d  r e g i m e n t  of  the 
A r m y  of  the O h io  f r o m  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1861, to  July  2 ,  
1862,  dur ing  w h ich  t i m e  h is  f o r c e s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  in 
the c a m p a i g n  of  T e n n e s s e e  and N o r th  A l a b a m a .  His  
r e g i m e n t  m a d e  a b r i l l i a n t  sh ow in g  at B o w l in g  G r e e n , 
K e n t u c k y ,  in F e b r u a r y ,  1862.

F r o m  K e n t u c k y ,  the A r m y  o f  the O h io  m o v e d  to 
N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .  W h i le  the m a j o r  bulk  of  
B u e l l ' s  f o r c e s  o c c u p i e d  the V o l u n t e e r  S ta te ' s  C a p i ­
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t o l ,  M i t c h e l  w as  sent  fo r w a rd -  to  p e n e t r a t e  A l a b a m a  
to  H u n t s v i l l e ,  w h e r e  he h op ed  to  s e v e r  the M e m p h i s  
and C h a r l e s t o n  R a i l r o a d  l ine  w h ic h  l in ked  the C o n ­
f e d e r a t e  a r m i e s  in the e a s t  and w e s t . 2 M i t c h e l  k n ew  
that i f  h is  m i s s i o n  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  the w a y  w ou ld  
b e  open  f o r  B u e l l ' s  A r m y  to  sw e e p  into  E a s t  T e n n ­
e s s e e .  His  e x p e r i e n c e  in r a i l r o a d i n g  e n a b le d  M i t c h e l  
to  u n d e r s ta n d  the n e c e s s i t y  to  d e s t r o y  the H u n ts v i l l e  
r a i l r o a d .  The  N a s h v i l l e  D a i ly  U n i o n . a Union n e w s ­
p a p e r ,  d e s c r i b e d  the si tuat ion:

This M em phis and Charleston road is the only con ­
nection left the rebels between L ou isian a, M is s is s ­
ippi and all A l a b a m a  west of P e n s a c o l a  and the 
Southern seaboard States. Troops can only be sent 
east fro m  New O rlean s, N atchez, V ick sb u rg , Jack­
son, M em phis, Baton R ouge, or M obile , or to those  
points from  V irgin ia , North dr South C arolina, or 
G eo rg ia , over the M em phis and Charleston road , 
the only railroad line now connecting the east and 
w est of the rebellion . L et that road be once broken  
and the Southern Confederacy is cut into as effectu ­
ally as if a Chinese w all were built between the Gulf 
and the seaboard States . 3

A s  F  e d e r a l  f o r c e s  a d v a n c e d  t o w a r d  N o r t h  
A l a b a m a ,  C o n f e d e r a t e  o f f i c e r s  in H u n tsv i l l e  o r g a n ­
i z e d  f o u r  c o m p a n i e s  of m i l i t i a  to  r e s i s t  the a d v a n c e  . 
W hen  F e d e r a l  gunboats  p e n e t r a t e d  as fa r  as  F l o ­
r e n c e  on F e b r u a r y  9, 1862,  two  C o n f e d e r a t e  c o m ­
p a n ie s  f r o m  H u n tsv i l l e  went  to T u s c u m b i a  by  t r a in  , 
but r e t u r n e d  h o m e  s h o r t l y  b e c a u s e  the v e s s e l s  had 
a l r e a d y  d e p a r t e d .  John W i t h e r s  C l a y ,  e d i t o r  of  the 
H u n tsv i l l e  D e m o c r a t ,  w a r n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that the 
e m e r g e n c y  had not  p a s s e d .  He p o in ted  out that F e d ­
e r a l  p e n e t r a t i o n  to  F l o r e n c e  was  r e c o n n a i s a n c e  to  
a s c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  C o n f e d e r a t e  d e f e n s e s  . 
" I f  n o t  p r e v e n t e d  by  u n e x p e c t e d  f o r c e ,  we have  no  
doubt  w i t h i n  a w e e k  or  two  they  w i l l  r e t u r n  and
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f o r t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  on the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r , "  he  p r e ­
d i c t e d .  4

T w o  m o n th s  l a t e r ,  C l a y ' s  d r e a d f u l  p r e d i c t i o n  
c a m e  t ru e  w hen  M i t c h e l ' s  c o m m a n d  c a m e  s w e e p in g  
into H u n t s v i l l e . R o l l i n g  s t o c k  had b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  in 
the town f o r  sh ip m en t  to  a p l a c e  o f  l e s s  d a n g e r ;  but 
b e c a u s e  of  the t r e a c h e r y  of  a t e l e g r a p h  o p e r a t o r  w ho  
withheld  k n o w le d g e  of  the a p p r o a c h in g  F e d e r a l  r a id  
f r o m  the l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  a l l  w as  l o s t .  T o  p r e v e n t  its 
fa l l ing  into  the hands o f  the F e d e r a l s ,  m u c h  m o r e  of  
the s t o c k  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  than w a s  c a p t u r e d .  5

A c c o r d i n g  to  G e n e r a l  B u e l l ' s  r e p o r t  on F e d e r a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  in N o r th  A l a b a m a ,  M i t c h e l ' s  m a in  o b j e c ­
t ive  w as  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  h is  f o r c e s  in the H untsv i l l e  
a r e a  and cut  C o n f e d e r a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b y  o c c u p y ­
ing the M e m p h i s  and C h a r l e s t o n  r a i l r o a d .  Th is  r o a d  
l inked  H u n tsv i l l e  with  B u e l l ' s  d e s t in a t io n  of C h a t ta ­
n o o g a .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  h is  o b j e c t i v e ,  M i t c h e l  set  out 
with one d i v i s i o n  with t h r e e  f i e l d  b a t t e r i e s  (e igh teen  
p i e c e s )  o f  a r t i l l e r y ,  a r e g i m e n t  of  c a v a l r y ,  and two  
c o m p a n i e s  of  e n g i n e e r  t r o o p s ,  a t o ta l  f o r c e  of  about  
8, 000 m e n .  6

M i t c h e l ' s  m a r c h  f r o m  N a s h v i l l e  a d v a n ce d  
throu gh  M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  S h e l b y v i l l e ,  and F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  
T e n n e s s e e ,  m e e t i n g  l i t t le  r e s i s t a n c e  a long  the w a y .  
P r i o r  to  e n t e r in g  H u n t s v i l l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  M i t c h e l  sent  
f o r w a r d  a s co u t in g  p a r t y  to  N e w  M a r k e t  on A p r i l  5 , 
1862. It is  b e l i e v e d  that th e s e  s c o u t s  w e r e  the f i r s t  
F e d e r a l  s o l d i e r s  to  e n ter  M a d i s o n  C ou n ty .  C o u r t ­
h o u s e  r e c o r d s  m e a n w h i l e  had  b e e n  c a r r i e d  b y  w a g o n  
to B lo u n t s v i l l e  as a p r e c a u t i o n .

On the m a r c h  t o  H u n t s v i l l e ,  M i t c h e l ' s  t r o o p s  
p a s s e d  the m a g n i f i c e n t  e s ta te  o f  L e r o y  P o p e  W a l k e r ,  
the C o n f e d e r a t e  S e c r e t a r y  of W a r  w h o s e  m a n s i o n  w as  
n o w  d e s e r t e d  and fu r n i t u r e  r e m o v e d .  But the l a r g e  
n u m b e r  of  s l a v e s  w h o  r e m a i n e d  on the p r e m i s e s  g a v e
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the s o l d i e r s  a c o r d i a l  w e l c o m e .  A m o n g  the p r o m i ­
nent  l o c a l  Union s y m p a t h i z e r s  w ho  r e m a i n e d  in the 
v i c i n i t y  w e r e  J e r e m i a h  C l e m e n s ,  J udge  G e o r g e  W. 
L a n e ,  J udge  D .  C .  H u m p h r e y s ,  C „ C .  S h e e t s ,  and 
D a v id  P .  L e w i s .  A l l  of  t h e s e  m e n  had gone  f r o m  the 
C o n f e d e r a t e  t o  the Union  s id e  e x c e p t  Judge  L a n e ,  w ho  
had  m a in ta in e d  his  a l l e g i a n c e  to  the F e d e r a l  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  th rou gh ou t  the s e c e s s i o n  m o v e m e n t .

B y  th is  t im e  the H u n tsv i l l e  a r e a  w as  f i l l e d  with 
d e s e r t e r s  f r o m  C o n f e d e r a t e  ranks  f o l l o w in g  the 
B a t t le  o f  Shi loh  on A p r i l  6 - 7 .  " T o r i e s , "  " r e n e ­
g a d e s " ,  and " t r a i t o r s "  a l s o  abound ed  in the v i c i n i t y ,  
a c t in g  as s p i e s  and aiding and abett ing F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  
w h o  p i l l a g e d  and p l u n d e r e d  the d e f e n s e l e s s  c o m m u ­
n i ty .  It i s  l it t le  w o n d e r  that e d i to r  C la y  d e s c r i b e d  
H u n ts v i l l e  dur ing  this t i m e  as  a " c e n t e r  of  d i s a f f e c ­
t ion  . "  8

On A p r i l  10, M i t c h e l  ha l ted  h is  c a v a l r y  about  
e ight  m i l e s  n o r th  of  the town to  await  the a r r i v a l  of  
a r t i l l e r y  and in fantry .  He  wanted  to  s t r ik e  a d e c i ­
s i v e  b l o w  s o  that he  c o u ld  be  a s s u r e d  of  a s u c c e s s f u l  
r a i l r o a d  c a p t u r e .  A n y  a p p r e h e n s i o n  he m a y  h a v e  had 
w a s  u n n e c e s s a r y ,  b e c a u s e  his  e n t i r e  m a r c h  had  b e e n  
w e l l  c o n c e a l e d .  C o n f e d e r a t e  l e a d e r s  had b e e n  u n a b le  
to  obta in  any p o s i t i v e  in f o r m a t i o n  of  h is  w h e r e a b o u t s  
o r  h is  d e s t in a t io n ,  though they  knew  he w a s  m o v i n g  
r a p i d l y  sou th w a r d  into  the h e a r t  of  the C o n f e d e r a c y  .

H av ing  b e e n  s u m m o n e d  to  th e ir  f e e t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
tw o  a . m .  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  the f i r s t  t h r u s t ,  the F e d e r a l  
t r o o p s  r e a c h e d  H u n tsv i l l e  about  dawn and t o o k  the 
s l e e p in g  town a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  b y  s u r p r i s e .  " T h e  
c la t t e r in g  n o i s e  of  the c a v a l r y , "  w r o t e  a s p e c t a t o r , 
" a r o u s e d  t h e m  f r o m  th e ir  s l u m b e r  in the dawn of  the 
m o r n i n g ,  and they  f l o c k e d  to  d o o r  and w i n d o w ,  
e x c l a i m i n g ,  with b la n c h e d  ch e e k  and fa l t e r in g  ton gu e .  
'T h e y  c o m e ! T h e y  c o m e ! The  Y a n k e e s  c o m e ! ' M en
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r u s h e d  into  the s t r e e t s  a l m o s t  n a k e d ,  the w o m e n  
fa in ted ,  the c h i l d r e n  s c r e a m e d ,  the d a r k i e s  laughed , 
and f o r  a t i m e  a s c e n e  of  p e r f e c t  t e r r o r  r e i g n e d . " 8 

T w o  w o r k  c r e w s  had  b e e n  sent  with  p i c k s  and 
c r o w b a r s  to  t e a r  up the r a i l w a y  at the ea s t  and w e s t  
s e c t i o n s  of  t ow n ,  w h i le  the c a v a l r y  had m o v e d  
d i r e c t l y  upon  the c i t y  and the r a i l r o a d  s ta t ion .  T h e  
p lan  had b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  and M i t c h e l  had a c c o m ­
p l i s h e d  a b l o o d l e s s  v i c t o r y  in d e e d .  A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
f o r  the C in c in n a t i  G az e t te  r e p o r t e d  the c a p t u r e  in 
the f o l l o w in g  m a n n e r :

An advance force of one hundred and fifty cavalry t  

together with a section of battery, fir s t  caught sight 
of H untsville , and the lovely  cedar surrounding i t .
They w ere advancing upon the doublequick, when two 
lo co m o tiv es, with trains attached, suddenly made 
their appearance upon the ra ilroad . They w ere m o v ­
ing in the direction of Stevenson. The F ed erals shot 
at the fir s t  train and brought it to a halt. A  shot at 
the second train a lso  halted it. But in the m eantim e, 
the e n g i n e e r  of the first  train was quietly g e t ­
ting up steam , and when nobody was suspecting such 
a thing, he suddenly started off. The cavalry  went 
into pursuit, and actually chased the locom otive for 
ten m ile s , before it got away. 9

M i t c h e l l  l i s t e d  as c a p t u r e d  about  200 p r i s o n e r s ,  
f i f teen  l o c o m o t i v e s ,  a l a r g e  a m o u n t  of  p a s s e n g e r ,  
b o x  and p l a t f o r m  c a r s ,  a t e l e g r a p h ,  and two Southern  
R a i l w a y  m a i l s . F r o m  his h e a d q u a r t e r  s in H u n t s v i l l e , 
he  o r d e r e d  the Ninth B r i g a d e  u n d e r  C o l o n e l  J o s h u a  
Si l l  to  d r i v e  the C o n f e d e r a t e s  out of  S t e v e n s o n .  The 
Eighth  B r i g a d e  w a s  sent to  s e i z e  D e c a t u r  and C o l o n e l  
John B.  T u r c h i n ' s  t r o o p s  c o n v e r g e d  on A t h e n s .  B y  
A p r i l  16, it w a s  a l l  o v e r  and M i t c h e l  e x u l t a n t l y  
thanked  h is  s o l d i e r s  by  sa y ing :

You have struck blow after blow with a r a p i d i t y  
unparalleled. Stevenson fe ll , sixty m iles  to the east

17



of H untsville, Decatur and Tuscum bia have been in 
like manner se ized , and are now occupied. In three 
d ays, you have e x t e n d e d  your front of operations 
m ore than one hundred m ile s , and your m orning guns 
at Tuscum bia m ay now be heard by your com rades on 
the battlefield made glorious by their victory  before  
Corinth. 10

F o r  his  a c h i e v e m e n t s  in the N o r th  A l a b a m a  
c a m p a i g n  without  the l o s s  o f  one l i f e ,  M i t c h e l  w as  
c o m m i s s i o n e d  a M a j o r - G e n e r a l  of  V o l u n t e e r s .  W ith  
o r d e r s  to  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  to  the W a r  D e p a r t m e n t ,  h is  
f o r c e  w a s  c o n s t i tu te d  an indepen den t  c o r p s .

But  what of  the t e l e g r a p h  o p e r a t o r  w h o  had  a id e d  
M i t c h e l ?  A c c o r d i n g  to  an A l a b a m a  n e w s p a p e r .  
S p i r i t  of  the S o u th , the o p e r a t o r  w a s  t r e a t e d  th u s ly :

In Huntsville when that city was captured by the F ed  -  
e r a ls , there was a Yankee Operator (Telegraph) who 
s u p p r e s  s e d  from  the citizens the news of the ap­
proach of the enemy so that they had s c a r c e l y  an 
h ou r's  notice of their danger before they were under 
Yankee ru le . That sm art operator, after his cute 
Yankee tr ick , soon made it convenient notwithstand­
ing the presence of M itchel fo r c e s , and the su rre n ­
der of the city , to re tire , to enjoy in his fresh  won 
la u re ls , in a m ore Northern la titu d e .11

H u n tsv i l l e  f o r tu n a te ly  did not  s u f f e r  as m u c h  
t e r r i b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of w ar  that w as  in f l i c t e d  on o th e r  
b a t t l e - s h a t t e r e d  towns a c r o s s  the South.  N e v e r t h e ­
l e s s ,  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  batt le  a lw a y s  l o o m e d  in the 
b a c k g r o u n d  b e c a u s e  e a c h  t i m e  C o n f e d e r a t e  t r o o p s  
m o v e d  within s tr ik ing  d i s t a n c e ,  the F e d e r a l s  in 
H u n ts v i l l e  w ou ld  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r t i f y  the town a g a in s t  
an a s s a u l t .  The  r e s u l t  w as  a lw a y s  the d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
h o m e s  o r  p r o p e r t y  l o c a t e d  at s t r a t e g i c  p o i n t s .  T h e r e  
w e r e  a l s o  th r e a ts  by  s o m e  s o l d i e r s  to  s e t  the en t i re  
town on f i r e ,  but G e n e r a l  M i t c h e l  and o ther  o f f i c e r s  
took  m e a s u r e s  to p r o t e c t  h o m e s  w h ich  w e r e  u s e d  fo r
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their  q u a rte rs .
F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  co n f is ca te d  h o m e s  of C o n fe d ­

erate s o ld ie r s  who w e r e  away at w ar .  They c o m ­
m and eered  r o o m s  in h o m e s  of Confederate  s y m p a ­
th iz e r s ,  which in s o m e  c a s e s  amounted to m o s t ,  i f  
not all ,  of the entire  house .  M i t c h e l  chose  the 
W i l l iam  M cD o w e l l  hom e ( cu rre n t ly  known as the 
Henry Chase home)  as his r e s id e n c e  and head qu ar ­
t e r s .  He set up his desk in the la rg e  r o o m  in the 
southwest c o r n e r  of the house .12

T h e F e d e r a l s  kept c l o s e  watch o ver  the act ivit ies  
of l o ca l  c i t i zens  during the o c c u p a t i o n .  M itchel  
demanded an oath of a l leg iance  to the United States 
b e fo r e  p a s s e s  w e r e  granted to leave  the town. P r o ­
v is ions  w e r e  a lso  forb idden  without the oath. C o n ­
federate  m o n e y  gen era l ly  los t  its va lue .  F o o d  p r i c e s  
in Huntsvil le  w e r e  outrageously  high. B a sed  on Fed­
era l  c u r r e n c y ,  p o o r  quality gre e n  tea sold for  $4 .00  
per  pound, c o m m o n  rough t r o u s e r s  w e r e  $13.00 per  
p a i r ,  boots  w e r e  $25 .00  per  p a i r ,  and shoes ranged 
f r o m  $5 .00  to $12.00 p e r  p a i r . 13

In addition to their  resentm ent  of  the oath, l o ca l  
c i t izens  found other reasons  to be host i le  to the m i l ­
itary occupation .  Without taking a p ledge  to denounce 
the C o n fe d e r a c y ,  no c i t izen  could  send to m i l l ,  br ing 
in p r o v i s i o n s ,  or buy food .  M it ch e l ' s  d e c la re d  inten­
tion to starve the c i ty  into s u b m i s s i o n  further wid­
ened the gap between h im  and the popu lace .

Since Huntsvil le  did not have a publ ic  hospita l  , 
F e d e r a l  t roops  used  the im pos ing  and r o o m y  m a n ­
sion of M ered ith  Calhoun. B e cau se  of the kindness  
of Huntsvil le  ladies  to the wounded and s ick  F e d e r a l  
s o l d i e r s ,  the Yankee surgeon  p u b l i s h e d  a c a r d  of 
thanks. S m a l l p o x  bro k e  out in the a r m y  in Ju n e ,  
1862, causing one l o c a l  c i t i zen  to note sadly that "w e  
are  l i t e ra l ly  v is i ted  by 'p e s t i le n ce  and s w o r d '"14
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HUNTSVILLE UNDER M ILITARY OCCUPATION, 1862

This  sketch was made by an o f f i c e r  of  Genera l  M itch e l 's  command.  The 
v ie w  is  looking north toward Adam s Avenue. o



M ost  Huntsvil le  w om en  re fu sed  to  s o c ia l i z e  with 
the Union s o l d i e r s .  T h ere  w e r e  only four  or f ive  
h om es  in the town w here  the o f f i c e r s  w e re  r e c e iv e d  
on t e r m s  of s o c ia l  e q u a l i t y .  Am ong  those who 
entertained the F e d e r a l s  w e r e  Judge and M r s .  L ane ,  
m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  as Union sy m p a th ize rs .  M r s .  
W i l l iam  D. Chadick ,  a l o c a l  c i t i zen ,  said that G e n ­
era l  M itchel  c o m pla in e d  that the lad ies  of  Huntsvil le  
had given F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  the " c o l d  shou lder"  by not 
accept ing  them  s o c ia l l y .  She d e s c r i b e d  one incident  
in which Union s y m p a t h i z e r s  gave a p icn ic  and 
invited two of M i t ch e l ' s  o f f i c e r s .  D eep ly  o f fend ed ,  
Mitchel  a r r e s t e d  both m en the fo l lowing  day. Some 
lo ca l  c i t izens  a t t r i b u t e d  the a r r e s t  to  j ea lou sy  
because  M itche l  was not invited h im s e l f .

G enera l  M it ch e l ' s  fam i ly  a r r iv e d  in June. F u r ­
niture ,  bed ,  table  l inens and a p iano  w e r e  taken f r o m  
the lo ca l  hotel  to furnish the Clay  house  fo r  their  
r e cept ion .  Statuary and paintings w e r e  a l s o  r e m o v e d  
f r o m  the Calhoun hom e  to c o m p le t e  the furnishings. 
The fam ily  apparently  adjusted w e l l  to Huntsville and 
even r e m a i n e d  a short  t im e  fo l low ing  M itch e l 's  
departure  to his new ass ignm ent .

During the s u m m e r  the F e d e r a l s  w ere  h a ra s s e d  
a lm os t  constantly  by sm a l l  bands of Confederates 
sca ttered  a c r o s s  North A la bam a .  The fighting was 
in the nature of  s k i r m i s h e s .  G enera l  Phil ip  D. 
R o d d y ,  known as the "D e fe n d e r  of  North A la bam a , "  
led  a sm a l l  body  of m o b i le  t roops  in guer i l la  type 
w a r fa r e  to confuse  and confound the enem y.  The 
m o s t  noted lead er  of these  hit and run act iv i t ies  was 
John Hunt M organ ,  a native of  Huntsvi l le ,  whose  
ra id e rs  r o a m e d  North A la bam a  str iking Union t roops  
and se iz ing  F e d e r a l  m ai l  f r o m  Huntsvil le  to  N a s h ­
v i l l e . 15 M itchel  b e c a m e  infuriated about the C o n fe d ­
erate  guer i l la s  and asked the W ar  Department  for
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p e r m i s s i o n  to send prom inent  l o c a l  C o n f e d e r a t e  
s y m p a t h i z e r s  to Northern  p r i s o n s . He said that 
J e r e m ia h  C lem ens  and Judge Lane adv ised  such a 
m e a s u r e .  P e r m i s s i o n  was  given to t r a n s fe r  the 
sym p a th ize rs  to Boston  H arbor  when M itche l  p e r ­
s is ted  in his request .  G enera l  M itchel  and his  s u b ­
ord inates  held the c i t izens  resp o n s ib le  for  dam ages  
in f l i c ted  by Con federate  f o r c e s  in their  s e c t ion  of 
town to  b r i d g e s ,  t r e s t l e s ,  and tra ins .  As  a r e s u l t ,  
the p r o v o s t  m a r sh a l  at Huntsv i l le ,  C o lon e l  H a r m e r , 
s e le c te d  a num ber  of p rom inent  c i t izens  to answ er  
cer ta in  p o l i t i ca l  quest ions ,  who, if their answ ers  
w e r e  not sa t i s fa c to ry ,  w e re  to be expe l led  f r o m  the 
c o u n t r y . 16

A c c o r d i n g  to G enera l  Buell ,  habitual l a w l e s s ­
n ess  p r e v a i l e d  in a port ion  of G enera l  M it ch e l ' s  
c o m m a n d .  Mitchel  h im s e l f  d e s c r ib e d  it as " t e r r i b l e  
outrages  - r o b b e r i e s ,  r a p e s ,  a r s o n s ,  and p l u n d e r ­
ings being c o m m it te d  by  law less  br igands  and v a g a ­
bonds connected  with the a r m y . " 17 Although he was 
granted authority to punish the o f fenders  by death, 
nobody was punished. Not only straggling in d iv i ­
duals ,  but a whole b r iga de ,  under the open authority  
of its c o m m a n d e r ,  engaged in these a c ts .  O bv ious ly  
he cou ld  not apply the means of r e p r e s s i o n  when his 
c o m m a n d  was the o f f e n d e r  and the p e o p le  of the 
country  w e r e  the innocent v i c t im s .  As  one l o c a l  c i t ­
izen  r e c o r d e d  in her journa l ,  " I  n ev er  exp ec ted  that 
it would c o m e  to such a pass  that we have to  submit  
to a re ign  of t e r r o r .  We are  not a l l o w e d  even to 
walk in the s t r e e t s . " 18 The t e r r o r s  of  the situation 
w e r e  com pounded  by the s o - c a l l e d  " h o m e m a d e "  Yan­
k e e s ,  d e s e r t e r s  who donned blue u n i fo rm s  and 
s earch ed  and robbed  houses  under F e d e r a l  d i s g u i s e .

F r o m  Huntsvi l le ,  F e d e r a l  t roops  fanned out in 
all  d i re c t ions  to capture and fort i fy  the a rea .  One
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r e g i m e n t  w as  sent  e a s t  to  B r i d g e p o r t  to  d r i v e  the 
e n e m y  out and d e s t r o y  the b r i d g e .  C o n f e d e r a t e s , 
u n d e r  G e n e r a l  E . K i r b y  S m ith ,  s t r o n g l y  r e s i s t e d  but 
w e r e  ro u te d  a f t e r  th i r ty  m in u te s  of  s h e l l in g ,  l o s i n g  
s i x t y - t h r e e  m e n  k i l l e d  and m a n y  w o u n d e d .  T h e y  le f t  
300 p r i s o n e r s  and tw o  p i e c e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  beh ind  
t h e m  as  they  f l e d  a c r o s s  the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r .  G e n ­
e r a l  M i t c h e l  l e d  t h e  F e d e r a l s  p e r s o n a l l y  in this 
e n g a g e m e n t .

M i t c h e l  r e p o r t e d  that he  c o u l d  not  have  he ld  the 
r a i lw a y  f r o m  T u s c u m b i a  to  B r i d g e p o r t  as l on g  as he 
did had it not  b e e n  f o r  n e g r o  a s s i s t a n c e .  N e a r  H u n t s ­
v i l l e  he found a n e g r o  c a r p e n t e r  w ho  had w o r k e d  
a long  the e n t i r e  l ine  of  the M e m p h i s  and C h a r l e s t o n  
R a i l r o a d ,  and k n ew  m a n y  s l a v e s  on p lantat ions  on the 
r a i lw a y  r ou te  and T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r .  T h is  m a n  w a s  
e m p l o y e d  to  o r g a n i z e  h is  s la v e  f r i e n d s  into bands  of  
i n f o r m e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  to  r e p o r t  any h o s t i l e  C o n f e d e ­
ra te  m o v e m e n t s  w h ich  they  o b s e r v e d  on the r i v e r  
and r a i l r o a d .  R e l e a s e  f r o m  s l a v e r y  w as  p r o m i s e d  
to th ose  w h o  ga ve  im p o r t a n t  in f o r m a t i o n .  In this w a y  
M i t c h e l  o ften  c h e c k e d  in c ip i e n t  m o v e m e n t s  aga in st  
h is  p o s t s  a g a in s t  the in f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  h i m  by the 
s l a v e s . 19

On June 28 ,  1862,  G e n e r a l  B u e l l  t r a n s f e r r e d  his  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  the A r m y  of  the O h io  to  H u n tsv i l l e , 
a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  with G e n e r a l  A l e x a n d e r  M c C o o k  a n d  
R i c h a r d  J o h n s o n  with a p a r t  of  th e i r  a r m y .  B ue l l  
in tended  to  m o v e  to  C h a t t a n o o g a  but he  b e c a m e  
u nduly  w o r r i e d  about  h is  supp ly  s i tuat ion .  A l s o ,  he 
w a s  n a t u r a l ly  c o n c e r n e d  about  the a c t i v i t i e s  of  
M o r g a n ,  w h o  had b e e n  r e l e n t l e s s l y  ra id in g  F e d e r a l  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a l though B u e l l ' s  own s i tuat ion  w as  
not d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  f o r  tw o  w e e k s  
the Union  a r m y  m a r k e d  t im e  in the D e c a t u r - H u n t s  - 
v i l l e  a r e a .
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M A J O R  G E N E R A L  O R M S B Y  M c K N I G H T  M I T C H E L

D e e m e d  the "O h io  M o n s t e r , "  he w as  the c o m ­
m a n d in g  g e n e r a l  o f  Union f o r c e s  in H untsv i l le  f o r  
th r e e  m onths  dur ing  the sp r in g  o f  1862. (F a m o u s  
L e a d e r s  and Batt le  S cen es  o f  the C iv i l  W a r ).
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MAJOR GENERAL, DON C A R L O S  B U E L L

M itch e l 's  com m anding o f f i c e r  and a d v e rs a ry ,  his 
a r r iv a l  in H untsville in June, 1862, p r e c i p i t a t e d  
M itch e l 's  im m edia te  res ign ation  and reas ign m en t to 
Hilton Head, South C arolin a . (F am ous L ea d e rs  and 
Battle Scenes o f  the C iv il  W a r ).
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During this tim e B uell and M itch e l engaged in 
sharp exchanges  on m il ita ry  is su e s  co n ce rn in g  the 
N orth  A la bam a  cam paign . Though he did not r e g a rd  
M itch e l as insubord inate , B uell thought h im  " r e s t ­
l e s s  in ord in ary  s e r v i c e ,  am bitious in an o s te n ta ­
tious w ay , and by tem p era m en t unsuited to an i m p o r ­
tant independent com m a n d ." 20 The co n f l ic t  betw een  
the two m en was aggravated  by M itch e l 's  in s is te n ce  
that they m ove  on quick ly  with the c a m p a i g n .  By 
reach in g  Chattanooga, he hoped to aid E ast  T e n n ­
e s s e e  by d estroy in g  C on federate  f o r c e s  at K n o x v il le ,  
G re e n v i l le ,  and C um berland  Gap. His p lans a lso  
included  destru ct ion  of the f o u n d e r i e s  at R o m e ,  
G e o r g ia ,  and breaking up the ra ilw ay c o n n e c t i o n  
betw een Chattanooga and A t l a n t a  (A ndrew s Raid). 
But none of these plans b e ca m e  rea lity  b e ca u s e  of 
B u e l l 's  cau tiou sn ess  in com m itting  m en and a r m s  to 
the cam paign .

W i l l i a m  S. F u ra y , a c o r r e s p o n d e n t  fo r  the 
C incinnati G a ze t te . w rote  the fo llow ing  a r t ic le  f r o m  
H untsville  on July 6 , 1862, of the d isse n s io n  betw een  
B uell  and M itchel:

God grant that he (Mitchel) may yet triumph over his 
enemies'. I was recently inclined to think him  indiff­
erent upon the great question of Human F ree d o m , but 
I am  now certain that all his seeming inconsistency  
upon that matter arose from  the orders of General  
Buell, who cares more for guarding a rebel cabbage 
patch, or reenslaving a liberated negro, than He does  
for gaining a triumph over the enemy. It is a c o m ­
mon r e m a r k  in the arm y now, that there is not a 
traitor in H u n t s v i l l e  or vicinity who would not be 
received at Buell 's  headquarters with greater co n si­
deration and respect than any Union officer. 21

The d i f fe r e n c e s  between the two c o m m a n d e rs  
finally  r e s u l t e d  in M itch e l 's  r e c a l l  to W ashington 
w here he was r e a s s i g n e d  to the com m a n d  of the
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D e p a r t m e n t  of the South at H ilton Head, South 
C a ro lin a .  He a ssu m ed  this com m a n d  on S eptem ber 
17, 1862, and found the a re a  s w a r m i n g  with about 
5 ,000  d i s o r g a n i z e d  and idle re fu gee  s la v e s . He 
organ ized  the s laves  into a w ork  f o r c e  and had them  
build a sm a ll  v i l la ge  ca l le d  M itch e lv il le  on the p la n ­
tation of the C on fed erate  G en era l Thom as D rayton .

Upon co m p le t io n  of this p r o je c t ,  M itchel again 
turned his thoughts tow ard  m il i ta r y  planning, c o n ­
ce iv in g  an advance on C h a r l e s t o n  to d e s tro y  the 
C harleston  and Savannah R a ilro a d  near  P o c o ta l ig o . 
B e fo re  his plans cou ld  be c o m p le te d ,  h ow e v e r ,  he 
was struck with a d ise a se  s im ila r  to ye llow  fe v e r .  
He r e t ire d  to  a m o r e  healthful lo c a l i ty  in B eaufort , 
South C a ro lin a ,  but his cond ition  d ec lin ed  rapid ly  
and he died  on O cto b e r  30. F r o m  B eaufort  M itch e l 's  
rem ains  w e re  tra n sp orted  to  B ro o k ly n ,  New Y o r k ,  
w here  the body  was in te rre d  in G reen w ood  C e m e ­
te ry .
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T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S  
OF R E D S T O N E  A R S E N A L
By CLEO CASON and WINONA STROUP

In e a r ly  1941 the C h em ica l  W arfare  S erv ice  had 
only one ch e m ica l  m anufacturing in s ta l la t io n - -E d g e -  
wood A r s e n a l ,  M aryland. A s  W orld  W ar II d rew  
c lo s e r  to i n v o l v i n g  the United S ta tes , the C h i e f ,  
C h em ica l W a r fa re  S e r v i c e , r e q u e s t e d  the W ar 
Departm ent to a cqu ire  additional fa c i l i t ie s  capable  
of furnishing an A r m y  of 2 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0  m en with n e c ­
e s sa r y  o ffen s ive  ch e m ica l  m unitions. Included in the 
supplemental appropria tion s  th a tC o n g re ss  p a ssed  to 
finance the Munitions P r o g r a m  of June 30, 1940, was 
over $ 5 7 ,0 0 0 , 000 fo r  the C h em ica l  W arfare  S e r v ic e ,  
of which m o r e  than $ 5 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  was fo r  p ro cu re m e n t  
and supply.

The se le c t io n  of H untsville  as the site for  a CWS 
arsenal s tem m ed  f r o m  a v is i t  by M aj. Gen. W alter 
C. B a k er ,  a f o r m e r  Ch ief of the C h em ica l  W arfare  
S e rv ice .  On June 8 , 1941, L t .  C o l .  C harles  E. 
L o u ck s ,  soon to be E xecutive  O ff ic e r  of OC C W S , 
and a c iv il ian  engineer v is ited  H untsv ille , A labam a. 
Upon returning to W ashington, they f i led  a twenty- 
page re p o rt  with M aj. Gen. W il l ia m  N. P o r t e r ,  
C h ie f,  C h em ica l  W a r fa re  S e r v ic e .  The fo llow ing  
w eek -en d , G enera l P o r t e r  and C o l.  Paul X . English  
rev iew ed  the p r o p o s e d  lo ca t ion .  F r o m  nine s ites  
su rveyed , ranging f r o m  W est V irg in ia  to M is s o u r i , 
the C h ief,  CWS r e co m m e n d e d  the one near H unts­
v i l le .  C h aracter iz in g  the H untsville  site as " m o r e  
d e s ir a b le ,  con s id er in g  the m atter  as a w hole , than 
any other lo ca t ion  c o n s id e r e d , "  he c ited  the a v a i l ­
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ability  of 33 ,000  a c r e s  of land "re a so n a b ly  p r i c e d , "  
the e x c e l le n c e  of transportation  f a c i l i t i e s ,  labor  
con d it ion s ,  con stru ct ion  m a te r ia ls ,  p ow er  supply 
f r o m  the T en n essee  V a lley  A u t h o r i t y ,  operating 
p e rso n n e l  and raw m a te r ia ls ,  fuel, w ater s u p p ly ,  
c l im a te ,  health , living con d it ion s , and sew age d i s ­
p o sa l .  He co n ce d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that "a s  at a ll the 
s ites  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e re d ,  it w ill be n e c e s s a r y  to 
have a housing p r o je c t . "

On July 3, 1941, the Huntsville  T im es  announced 
the d e c is io n  by the W ar D epartm ent to c o n s tru c t  a 
C h e m ic a l  W a r fa re  M anufacturing A rse n a l  near  the 
c ity  to p rod u ce  sm oke m ater ia ls  and other c h e m i ­
ca l  w a r fa re  requ ired  by the m il i ta ry  es tab lish m en t. 
The announcem ent stated that:

" In fo r m a t io n  re c e iv e d  by The T i m e s  f r o m  W a s h in g ­
ton states  that there w ill  be two plants - -  sep a rate  
and apart but adjacent. One w ill  be the C h e m ic a l  
W a r f a r e  S e r v ic e  P lan t , while the other w ill  be the 
O rd n an ce  plant for storage  and c a r e  of the s h e l l s . "
T he  C h e m ic a l  Plant w ill  co st  $ 4 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  while the 
other w ill cost  $ 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  It was a lso  rep orte d  
that ap p rox im ate ly  5 , 0 0 0  .men w ill  be required  to  
o p erate  the plant and a p p rox im ate ly  the sa m e  num ber  
of m e n  for construction  p u r p o s e s . "

Under the d irect ion  of the Rea l Estate B ran ch  of 
the Q u a rterm a ster  C orp s  of the War D e p a rtm e n t ,  
land a c q u i s i t i o n  for  the S ibert A rse n a l-O r d n a n ce  
P lant began. The n a m e  was  s e l e c t e d  in honor  of 
M aj. Gen. W illiam  L .  S ibert , a native of G a d sd e n ,  
A la b a m a , and f ir s t  Chief of C h em ica l  W a r fa re  S e r ­
v ice  f r o m  June, 1918, to F e b ru a ry ,  1920. H o w e v e r ,  
a C h em ica l  W arfare  S e rv ice  t r a i n i n g  cen ter  was 
p ro p o s e d  for  Gadsden and the S ibert name was saved 
for  Camp Sibert which was deactivated  at the end of 
the war.
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Th e  s i te  s e l e c t e d  f o r  the C W S / O r d n a n c e  P lan ts  
was  in the f e r t i l e  v a l l e y  of  the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r ,  
w h ic h  had b e e n  u s e d  in the p a s t  f o r  f a r m i n g  p u r p o s e s  
su ch  as the p r o d u c t i o n  of  c o t t o n ,  c o r n ,  p e a n u ts ,  and 
l i v e s t o c k .  U npaved  r u r a l  r o a d s  s e r v e d  the a r e a .  A  
f e w  a n t e b e l l u m  p lan tat ion s  r e m a i n e d  a m o n g  the 
s m a l l e r  f a r m  t r a c t s .  O v e r  300 ind iv idual  t r a c t s  
invo lv in g  m o r e  than 3 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  had  to  be  p u r ­
c h a s e d  o r  c o n v e r t e d  to  p u b l i c  u s e  u n d e r  the r ight  of 
e m in en t  d o m a in .

The G o v e r n m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  took  s teps  to 
a c q u i r e  the land b y  c o n d e m n a t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s .  When 
the O f f i c e  o f  the Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  f i l e d  a p e t i ­
t ion on Ju ly  23 ,  1941, to  this e f f e c t ,  the U n i t e d  
States D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  the N o r t h e r n  D i s t r i c t  of 
A l a b a m a ,  N o r t h e a s t e r n  D i v i s i o n ,  e n t e r e d  an o r d e r  
grant ing  p o s s e s s i o n  to  the G o v e r n m e n t  as  of  noon , 
July  24,  1941.

The  g e n e r a l  p r o c e d u r e  i n v o lv e d  in s e c u r i n g  the 
land w as  f o r  an i m p a r t i a l  e x p e r t  - in this c a s e ,  the 
F e d e r a l  L a n d  Bank  of  N e w  O r l e a n s  -  act ing  as a 
consu l ta nt  to  the G o v e r n m e n t ,  to  a p p r a i s e  each  
t r a c t .  N e g o t ia t i o n s  b e tw e e n  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
O f f i c e  o f  the Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  and the land 
ow ner  then b e g a n .  G e n e r a l l y  the o w n e r s  a c c e p t e d  
the eva luat ion  and on ly  a s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  of  the 
c a s e s  had to  be taken into ind iv idua l  c o n d e m n a t i o n  
su i t s .  In m o s t  c a s e s  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of land was  
c o n d u c t e d  in a v e r y  o r d e r l y  and e x p e d i t i o u s  m a n n e r , 
and not  one c a s e  is  on r e c o r d  w h e r e  o p e r a t i o n s  or 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  had to  be  d e l a y e d  b e c a u s e  land w a s  not 
a c q u i r e d  in t i m e .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s a v e d  c o n s i d e r ­
a b le  m o n e y  b y  a l lo w in g  o w n e r s  to  r e m a i n  on the ir  
land unti l  c r o p s  w e r e  h a r v e s t e d  i f th is  did  not  i n t e r ­
f e r e  with c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The  r e m o v a l  p r o c e s s  was  
s p r e a d  out,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  No
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s p e c i f i c  r e 1 o c a t i o n p r o g r a m  was  n e e d e d ,  as the 
c o m m u n i t y  a b s o r b e d  the m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of  t h o s e  d i s ­
p l a c e d .  In fa c t ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  who  f o r m e r l y  l i v e d  on 
the land  obta ined  w o r k  with the c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n ­
t r a c t o r s  at a c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e  in t h e i r  annual 
i n c o m e .

On Ju ly  16, 1941, the W a r  D e p a r t m e n t  s i g n e d  a 
c o s t - p l u s - f i x e d - f e e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  W h i t m a n ,  
R e q u a r d t ,  and Smith  of B a l t i m o r e ,  M a r y l a n d ,  f o r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and e n g in e e r in g  s e r v i c e s .  A  s e c o n d  
c o n t r a c t  of  the s a m e  type  f o l l o w e d  on Ju ly  21, 1941 - 
this one being with C .  G .  K e r s h a w  C o n t r a c t in g  C o . , 
B i r m i n g h a m ,  A l a b a m a ;  W a l t e r  B u t le r  C o . , St.  P a u l ,  
M in n e s o t a ;  and E n g i n e e r s  L i m i t e d ,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  H u n tsv i l l e  A r s e ­
na l .

D u r in g  July  c o n t r a c t o r s  began  a c q u i r in g  m a c h i ­
n e r y  and m a t e r i a l s .  C o l .  R o l l o  C .  D i t to ,  the f i r s t  
C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f  H u n tsv i l l e  A r s e n a l ,  a r r i v e d  
on A u g u s t  4 ,  1941, and the next  day ,  g r o u n d  w as  
b r o k e n  f o r  in it ia l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  B y  S e p t e m b e r  14 ,  
1941, t e m p o r a r y  bu i ld in gs  on the A r s e n a l  w e r e  c o m ­
p l e t e ,  and the n ew  o cc u p an ts  m o v e d  in.  P r e v i o u s l y ,  
the C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  and h is  sta ff  had  o p e r a t e d  
f r o m  the H u n tsv i l l e  Nationa l  G u a rd  A r m o r y  and the 
H u n ts v i l l e  High  S c h o o l .  P e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s  w e r e  
h an d led  in i t ia l ly  in the C h a m b e r  of  C o m m e r c e  o f f i c e  
and A r m o r y .

T h e  ini t ia l  p lans  f o r  H u n tsv i l l e  A r s e n a l  s t ip u la ted  
e l e v e n  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t s , f o u r  c h e m i c a l - l o a d i n g  
p la n t s ,  plant  s t o r a g e ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  s h o p s ,  o f f i c e s , 
a h o s p i t a l ,  f i r e  and p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a c o m m u n i c a ­
t ions  s y s t e m ,  and u t i l i t i e s , inc lud ing  r o a d s  and r a i l ­
r o a d s ,  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n ,  s t o r a g e  and 
shipping  of c h e m i c a l  m u n i t i o n s .

O r i g i n a l  p la ns  fo r  th e   a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  land  on
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GROUND BREAKING FOR REDSTONE

M ajor C a rro l l  D. Hudson, f ir s t  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f ic e r  of the Redstone 
Ordinance Plant, digs into a cotton field  in O ctober ,  1941, to break  ground for  
the f ir s t  building o f  the m il ita ry  com plex . The shovel has been p r e s e r v e d  and 
is still  used in ground break ing  c e r e m o n ie s .



w hich to build the arsen a l included over  7 ,000  a c r e s  
to be u sed  fo r  con stru ct ion  of a depot a re a ,  later  
known as Gulf C h em ica l  W a r fa re  Depot, to be lo ca ted  
in the e x tre m e  south portion  b ord er in g  on the T e n n ­
e s s e e  R iv e r .  S u c c e ss iv e  authorizations expanded 
the initial C h em ica l  W a r fa re  S e rv ice  plans c o n s i ­
d e ra b ly .  The end resu lt  was tantamount to a c o m ­
p lete  c ity  which was fo r  all p r a c t ic a l  p u rp o se s  s e l f -  
su ff ic ien t .

Shortly  a fter P re s id e n t  Franklin  R o o s e v e lt  is su e d  
the E m e r g e n cy  P ro c la m a t io n  in S ep tem b er ,  1939, the 
O rdnance  D epartm ent began to plan fo r  the expansion  
of its fa c i l i t ie s  to m eet  the grow ing needs of national 
s e cu r ity .  A m ong its a n t i c i p a t e d p r o je c ts  was a 
ch e m ica l  shell a s se m b ly  plant and its re la ted  f a c i l i ­
t ie s .  The site fo r  such a plant had not been  ch o se n , 
h o w e v e r ,  when the C h e m i c a l  W a r fa re  S e r v i c e  
d ec id ed  to e r e c t  Huntsville  A rs e n a l .  R ea liz in g  the 
t r e m e n d o u s  e con om y  that cou ld  be a ch iev ed  if a 
sh e l l - lo a d in g  plant could  be lo ca ted  c lo s e  to such an 
a r s e n a l ,  the Chief of O rdnance , M aj. Gen. C h ar les  
M. W e s so n ,  d i r e c t e d  M a j . M yron Le e d y  of his 
o f f ic e  to conduct a su rvey  of available s ites  in the 
v ic in ity .  A cting upon M ajor  L e e d y 's  r e c o m m e n d a ­
tion, the O rdnance D epartm ent d ec ided  to build  a 
sh e l l - lo a d in g  plant on p ro p e r ty  adjacent to H unts­
v i l le  A r s e n a l ,  and on S e p t e m b e r  25, 1941, M a j .  
C a r r o l l  D. Hudson, O rdnance D e p a r t m e n t ,  was 
nam ed Com m anding O ff ic e r .

On O ctober  6 , 1941, M ajor  Hudson a r r iv e d  in 
H untsville  and i m m e d i a t e l y  es tab lish ed  a lo c a l  
o f f i c e .  On O ctob er  7, he ca l led  a m eeting of the 
A re a  E n gineer , rep resen ta t ives  of the a r c h i t e c t s ,  
W hitm an, Requardt and Smith, and the co n tr a c to r s , 
K ersh aw , B u tler ,  E n g in eers ,  Ltd . A fter  d i s c u s s ­
ing c o n t r a c t s  which had been entered  into by the
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Q uarterm aster  C o r p s ,  plans for  the construct ion  of 
what was to be  k n o w n  as the Redstone  O r d n a n c e  
Plant ,  named b e cau se  of the p re p o n d e ra n ce  of red  
so i l ,  w e re  c o m m e n c e d .

The requ irem ents  fo r  the plant,  as establ ished 
by the O f f i ce  of the Chief  of O rdnance ,  ca l led  fo r  the 
loading and a s s e m b ly  of 75 m m  c h e m ic a l  shell ;  81mm 
c h e m ic a l  m o r ta r  shell ;  3 0 -pound c h e m ic a l  bomb;  
105mm c h e m ic a l  shel l ,  together  with the loading and 
a s s e m b ly  of bu r s te r  charges  fo r  this ammunit ion.

A c c o r d in g ly ,  the layout of  or ig ina l  plans ca l led  
for  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of: two bu r s te r - l o a d in g  and 
a s s e m b ly  l ines ;  two s h e l l - l o a d i n g  and a s s e m b ly  
l ines ;  twenty - four  inert  s torage  w arehouses ;  thirty 
ig loos ;  th ir ty - f iv e  f inished ammunition m agazines ;  
administrat ive  and util ity buildings;  and all  util it ies.

The p lant 's  t rac t  of land c o n s is te d  of a p p r o x i ­
m ate ly  4 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ,  designated on the s u r v e y o r ' s  
map of M a d i s o n  County as a port ion  of the Sibert  
A r s e n a l  P r o j e c t ,  1o c a t e d  ten m i le s  south of the 
c i ty  of Huntsvi l le .

Ground breaking c e r e m o n i e s  f o r  construct ion  of 
the Redstone  Ordnance  Plant ,  redes ignated  Redstone  
A rse n a l  on F e b r u a r y  26, 1943, o c c u r r e d  on October  
25, 1941. The f i r s t  bui lding, a t w o - s t o r y ,  b a rra ck s  
type structure  was o ccup ied  on N o v e m b e r  11, and 
serv ed  as t e m p o r a r y  headquarters  f o r  Maj .  Hudson, 
his staff ,  and rep resenta t ives  of the a re a  eng ineer , 
a rch i te c ts  and c o n t r a c t o r s .

The construct ion  of f a c i l i t i e s  p r o g r e s s e d  at a 
b r i s k  rate until the P e a r l  H arbor  attack on D e c e m ­
b e r  7, 1941. A f te rw ard s  the p ace  was m o r e  urgent 
and in many c a s e s  operat ions  w e r e  on a twenty - four  
day,  s ev e n -d a y  week  b a s i s .

Total  construct ion  c o s t s  of  Huntsville  A r s e n a l  
and the Gulf C h e m ica l  W a r fa re  Dept,  including land
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approached  $ 7 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  of 
Redstone  A r s e n a l  are  l i s ted  in h is to r i c a l  r e c o r d s  at 
$11, 500, 000.

Planning of fa c i l i t ies  included ac c o m m o d a t io n s  
f o r  a la rge  work  f o r c e  of women e m p l o y e e s  as it 
was b e c o m in g  in c re a s in g ly  evident that there  would 
be a s c a r c i t y  of m ale  w o r k e r s .  A rran g e m e n ts  w e re  
m ade  with the Civ i l  S e rv i ce  C o m m i s s i o n  to announce 
examinations  for  jobs  known as " f e m a le  t r a i n e e s . "  
Jobs  on the Redstone  product ion  and a s s e m b l y  l ines 
w e re  la ter  ca l led  " m e c h a n i c  l e a r n e r s , "  whether 
p e r f o r m e d  by w omen or men.  F ina l ly ,  these  jobs  
w e re  c l a s s i f i e d  " e x p lo s iv e s  o p e r a t o r s . "  By August ,  
1945, s ix ty - tw o  p ercen t  of the p e rso n n e l  work ing  on 
the R edstone  ammunit ion p r o d u c t i o n  lines  w e re  
w o m e n .

W o r k e r s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  avai lable  during the 
ag r icu l tura l  o f f - s e a s o n  p e r io d s  but w ere  m o r e  d i f f ­
icult  to obtain at other p e r i o d s .  The C iv i l  S e r v i c e  
reg iona l  o f f i c e s ,  the U. S.  Em ploym ent  S e r v i c e ,  and 
the W ar  Manpower C o m m i s s i o n  c o - o p e r a t e d  in 
recru i t ing  c iv i l ian  pe rso n n e l  for  the a r s e n a ls .

At  t im es  when the m anpower  situation was s t r i n ­
gent,  those agenc ies  a ss is ted  the A r s e n a l  in c o n ­
ducting recru it ing  cam p aigns .  A d v e r t ise m e n ts  w e r e  
run in lo ca l  p a p e r s ,  and e m p lo ye e s  w e re  u r g e d  to 
hand out printed l e a f l e t s  to their r e l a t i v e s  and 
f r iends  on the need for  w o r k e r s .  A s p e c t a c u l a r  
touch was added when a irp lanes  dropped  handbil ls  
about this need over  the adjoining c o u n t r y s i d e .  
R ecru i tm en t  of w o r k e r s ,  in other r e s p e c t s ,  was not 
lacking in the e lements  of human interest .  There  
w a s ,  fo r  example,- the incident  when, in the spring 
1943, the pres ident  of a N e gro  c o l l e g e  for  g i r l s  in 
G eorg ia  stepped into the o f f i ce  of the com m anding  
o f f i c e r  and o f fe red  the s e r v i c e s  of approx im ate ly
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FIRST REDSTONE H EADQU ARTERS

This building was o ccu p ied  in N ovem ber , 1941. It was used as a tem p ora ry  
headquarters  until the A dm in istra tion  Building was constructed  and then used as 
BOQ.



one hundred young w om en in the graduating c la s s . 
The o f fe r  was grate fu lly  accep ted . The young w om en 
f r o m  Atlanta U n ivers ity  cam e  to the a rsen a l fully 
aw are  of the rather d istastefu l nature of som e  of the 
w o rk ,  but they did a jo b ,  which in the opinion of one 
qua lified  to judge , cou ld  hardly  have been su rp a sse d .

H u n t s v i l l e  A rse n a l  reached  its peak of 6 ,7 0 7  
e m p lo y e e s  in M ay, 1944. O ver  ninety p e r ce n t  of the 
f o r c e  was c iv i l ia n . 1

M ilita ry  strength reach ed  its peak of 580 in O c t ­
o b e r ,  1942. In D e c e m b e r ,  1943, a num ber of W A C 's  
a r r iv e d  fo r  adm in istrative  duty. En listed  m en w e re  
u sed  p r im a r i ly  as secu r ity  f o r c e s .  None w ork ed  on 
p rod u ct ion  or m aintenance p r o je c t s .

B y  M ay 1, 1945, approx im ate ly  700 em p lo y e e s  
w e re  on m il ita ry  furlough or had re s ig n e d  to enter 
the a rm ed  f o r c e s .  This amounted to about tw elve 
p e r ce n t  of the w ork  f o r c e .

H untsv ille ,  like the other CWS a r s e n a ls ,  m an u ­
fa ctu red  tox ic  agents, sm ok e , and incend iary  m a t e r ­
ia l ,  and with these  f i l led  sh e l ls ,  g ren a d es ,  p o t s ,  
and b om bs  supplied , u sua lly ,  by the O r d n a n c e  
D epartm ent.

During the fo r ty  months of operation , m o r e  than
2 7 , 0 0 0 , 000 item s in the f o r m  of sh e l ls ,  g r e n a d e s ,  
c a n is t e r s ,  sm oke p o ts ,  b o m b s ,  and bom b c lu s te r s  
w e r e  m anufactured . No p r o d u c t i o n f ig u re s  w e re  
r e le a s e d  on the produ ct ion  of m ustard  ga s ,  p h o sg e n e ,  
and le w is ite ,  but m o r e  than 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  sm oke  g r e ­
n a d e s ,  2 ,3 0 0 ,0 0 0  sm oke p o ts ,  2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  WP sh e l ls ,
5 , 0 0 0 , 000 M -69   t h e r m i t e  i n c e n d i a r y  b o m b s ,
268 ,00 0  M -47  b o m b s ,  900 ,000  M -5 4  b o m b s ,
9 , 0 0 0 , 000 ca n is te rs  fo r  a r t i l l e r y  sh e l ls ,  448 ,000  
M -7 5  in cen d iary  c lu s te r s ,  and 55 ,000  M -7 6  bom bs 
w e re  p rod u ced  at Huntsville  A rse n a l .

In addition to p e r fo rm in g  p rodu ction  task s ,  the
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p e rso n n e l  of H untsville  A r s e n a l  a ch ieved  sev era l  
aw ard s .  In August, 1942, the A r s e n a l  was aw arded 
the A r m y -N a v y  " E " f o r  outstanding p rodu ct ion .  F o r ­
m al presentation  was m ade O ctob er  31, 1942. T h ree  
stars  w ere  aw arded  subsequently . The T re a su ry  
" T "  award fo r  p art ic ip a t ion  in w ar bond cam paigns 
was f ir s t  p re se n te d  on N ovem b er  17, 1943.

R edstone  A r s e n a l  reach ed  its peak em ploym ent 
in F e b ru a ry ,  1945, with 4 ,2 5 2  c iv i l ia n  e m p lo y e e s ,  
e ighteen m il ita ry  o f f i c e r s ,  and four en listed  m en on 
detached duty with the Signal C o r p s .

Betw een M a rch ,  1942, and S ep tem b er ,  1945, m o r e  
than 4 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  item s of am m unition w e re  p rodu ced  
or a s se m b le d  at R edstone  A r s e n a l .  T h ese  item s 
included 11,605 ,800 rounds of c h e m i c a l  a r t i l le ry  
am m unition, 3 ,615 ,00 0  rounds of ch e m ic a l  m o r t a r  
a m m u n i t i o n ,  3 ,2 8 8 ,0 0 0  r i f le  g ren a d es ,  706, 300 
m isce l la n e o u s  item s  such as a e r ia l  b om bs  and tank 
w eapons, and 14 ,2 3 3 ,0 0 0  b u rs te r  c h a r g e s .  The 
technique of m a ss  produ ct ion  of te try to l was p e r ­
fected  at R edstone  A r s e n a l .  T e try to l ,  a high e x p lo ­
sive b inary  .mix, was u sed  in the loading of certa in  
b u r s te r s ,  b o o s t e r s ,  and d em olit ion  b l o c k s .

In le s s  than three  y e a r s ,  p e rso n n e l  of Redstone 
had won five  A r m y -N a v y  " E "  A w ards  fo r  production  
e x c e l l e n c e .  The f i r s t  aw ard was p resen ted  on 
N ovem ber  28, 1942. Stars appeared  on the " E "  flag 
each  tim e the A r s e n a l  again earned  the aw ard , on 
July 17, 1943, January 15, 1944, N ovem b er  4 , 1944 , 
and June 23, 1945. R edstone  was the f i r s t  in s ta l la ­
tion in the Southeast to f ly  a " T "  banner fo r  having 
m o r e  than ninety p e r ce n t  of its e m p lo y e e s  in v e s t ­
ing ten p e rce n t  or m o r e  of their  sa la ry  in W ar 
B o n d s .

The F r e d  P r o je c t ,  the in sta lla t ion 's  f i r s t  c o n ­
tact with the ro ck e t  b u s in e s s , was e s t a b l i s h e d  at
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H untsville  A rs e n a l  in January, 1945, at the requ est  
of the A r m y  A ir  C o r p s .  Its p u rp ose  was to  in v e s t i ­
gate va r io u s  ch e m ica l  c o m b  i n a t i o n s as p o s s ib le  
p rop e lla n ts  fo r  use  in the launching of J R -2  b om bs  , 
an e a r ly  design  s i m i l a r  to the G erm an V - l  B uzz 
B o m b . The units w ere  d eve loped  at the A r s e n a l  and 
tested  at Elgin  F ie ld .  This was the f i r s t  g o v e r n ­
m ent in -h o u se  liquid p rop u ls ion  group . The p r o je c t  
was te rm in ated  in S ep tem b er ,  1945.

Many other things had a lso  been term in ated  by 
S e p te m b e r ,  1945. By the end of the war H untsville  
and R edstone  a rsen a ls  had m et or su rp a ssed  e v e r y  
goal se t ,  often p ion eer in g  produ ction  t e c h n i q u e s  
la ter  adopted e lsew h ere  t h r o u g h  o u t  the m i l i ta r y  
esta b lish m en t.  H untsville  had p ro d u ce d  c h e m ic a l  
m unitions v a l u e d  at $134, 589,951. R edstone  was 
shipping twenty fre ight ca r  loads of m unitions each  
day. Then the war ended and p rodu ction  stopped . 
T h ere  was an im m edia te  drop  in p erson n e l  strength .

The inevitable phasedown fo l low ed  q u ick ly ,  but 
the y e a rs  after the war w e re  not quiet ones fo r  th ose  
who rem ain ed . The sm ooth  running m ach ine  that 
had sent m u n i t i o n s  off p rodu ction  lines  to supply 
depots and am m unition dumps behind battle lines  
throughout the w orld  ground to  a halt, then r e v e r s e d .  
M uch of the m u n i t i o n s  cam e back to the point of 
origin fo r  dem ilita r iza t ion  or renovation  and s to ra g e .  
L a rg e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  o b s o l e t e  item s had to be 
d e s tro y e d  to  f r e e  storage  space .

Thousands of o b s o l e t e  in cen d iary  b om b s  w e re  
burned by the Gulf C h em ica l  W a r fa re  D epot. A s  part 
of the p r o c e s s ,  the bom bs had to be re m o v e d  f r o m  
the w ooden boxes  in which they had been packed  for  
shipm ent. A shortage of lum ber for  c iv i l ia n  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  c re a te d  a l iv e ly  d e m a n d  fo r  the boxes  
which so ld  for  tw en ty -f ive  cents each . Many hom es
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built in this a rea  soon  after the w ar had f lo o rs  and 
side w alls  m ade of bom b co n ta in e rs .

What to do with p rodu ct ion  plants and land in the 
im m ediate  a bsen ce  of a req u irem en t  to p rod u ce  an y ­
thing p o se d  m o r e  of a p r o b le m .  By e a r ly  1946, the 
C h em ica l  C o rp s  had authorized  le a s e  of m o r e  than
5 ,000  a c r e s  in H u n t s v i l l e  A rs e n a l  fo r  a g r icu l  - 
tural u s e ,  a p r a c t ic e  that continues to this day. It 
was a lso  d ec id e d  to  le a s e  to p r iva te  e n te rp r ise s  any 
fa c i l i t ie s  not i m m e d i a t e l y  req u ired  with suitable 
r e c a p t u r e  c la u se s  so  that the A r m y  cou ld  regain  
p o s s e s s io n  if n e c e s s a r y .

Plants fo r  the p rodu ction  of ch lo r in e  gas w ere  
among the f i r s t  le a se d  to industry , another p r a c t ic e  
that continues in e f fe c t .  Other le a s e s  fo l low ed  and 
as it b e ca m e  evident that the A r s e n a l  was headed fo r  
standby status, H u n t s v i l l e  A r s e n a l  a b so rb e d  the 
neighboring Gulf C h e m ica l  Depot -  "W a r fa r e "  had 
e a r l ie r  been d r o p p e d  f r o m  the title  -  in January , 
1947. In the sam e yea r  th ere  was a b r ie f  and a b o r ­
tive attempt to m anufacture  a u t o m o b i l e s  on the 
installation . The K e l le r  M otors  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
f o r m e r ly  D ixie  M otor  C ar C o r p o r a t i o n ,  leased  a 
building on the p o s t  in August, 1947. P ro b a b ly  not 
m o r e  than three c a r s  w e re  actually  hand built, and 
the com pany went under . Late that yea r  the A r m y  
decided  that the A rs e n a l  was surplus to its need and 
d ire cte d  lo c a l  o f f ic ia ls  to  p r e p a re  fo r  deactivation .

H u n tsv ille 's  ordnance n e ig h b or ,  R edstone  A r s e ­
nal, had a ls o fa l le n  on lean y e a r s .  A  p ost  w ar w o r k ­
load  of renovation  of returned  am m unition supported  
a greatly  red u ced  w ork  f o r c e .  C iv ilian  em ploym ent 
had been about 3 ,000  at the end of July, 1945; by 
D e ce m b e r  it had dropped  to  600 and the trend  c o n ­
tinued down.

The w ork  ended in F e b ru a r y ,  1947, and R edstone
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went into standby status with a perm anent f o r c e  of 
a p p rox im a te ly  225 p e o p le .

It s e e m s  l ik e ly  now that H untsville  A rse n a l  w ould 
have been  shut down co m p le te ly  and so ld  during 1948 
or 1949 if the d em ilita r iza t ion  and decontam ination  
w ork  cou ld  have been co m p le te d ,  but with a g re a t ly  
red u ced  w ork  f o r c e ,  those  tasks took t im e .  A noth er  
saving fa c to r  was the le a s e s  that had been  negotia ted  
fo r  s om e  of the a r s e n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  The le a s e s  
re q u ire d  the a rsen a l to furn ish  u t i l i t ie s .  R ed ston e  

A r s e n a l  a lso  drew  its e le c t r i c a l  p ow er  f r o m  H unts­
v i l le  and was dependent upon H untsv ille 's  ra i lr o a d  
n e tw o rk .

On at l e a s t  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s ,  there  w e re  
announcem ents of im pending sa le .  " F o r  S a le "  signs 
actually  hung on the fen ces  for  a t im e ,  but a r e p r ie v e  
a lw ays c a m e  and the sale  was p o s t p o n e d .  F o r  a 
short t im e  in late 1948, the A ir  F o r c e  s e e m e d  in t e r ­
ested  in acqu iring  Huntsville  A rs e n a l .

W hile  the big C h e m i c a l  C orp s  a r s e n a l 's  fate 
hung in the ba la n ce ,  h o w e v e r ,  things w e re  h a p p en ­
ing at ne ighboring  R ed ston e .  During 1948, the C h ief 
of O rdnance  had been con v in ced  by then C o l .  H. N. 
T o fto y ,  Chief of the O rdnance R ock et  B ran ch , a n d  his 
staff that O rdnance rock et  r e s e a r c h  and deve lop m en t 
a c t i v i t i e  s should be c e n t r a l i z e d  in a " r o c k e t  
a r s e n a l . "  L a rg e ly  at T o fto y 's  u rg in g ,  R edstone  was 
ch o se n  as the site  in N o v e m b e r  1948. C o l o n e l  
C a r r o l l  D. Hudson returned to R edstone  A r s e n a l  to 
re su m e  com m an d  on N ovem b er  30, 1948. F o r  about 
a y e a r ,  or until N o v e m b e r ,  1949, both R edstone  and 
H untsville  A rse n a ls  ca m e  under the ju r is d ic t io n  of 
T h ird  A r m y .  E a rly  in 1949, it was d ec id ed  to  d e ­
activate  Huntsville  A rse n a l  and turn the a rea  and 
re sp o n s ib i l i ty  for  the r e m a i n i n g  act iv it ies  t h e r e  
over  to the R edstone  A rs e n a l  com m a n d . R edstone

42



becam e the O rdnance R o ck e t  C enter on June 1, 1949, 
and a month la ter  a ssu m ed  r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  all 
land and build ings that had f o r m e r ly  c o m p r is e d  its 
b ig g er  n e ig h b or ,  H u n t s v i l l e  A r s e n a l ,  pending its 
c lo se o u t .  About 350 c iv i l  servants  t r a n s f e r r e d  
f r o m  H untsville  A r s e n a l  to  R edstone  giving the new 
" r o c k e t  a r s e n a l"  an initial c iv i l  s e r v ic e  strength of 
som e 720 p e r s o n s .

During 1949, two contractors, Thiokol Chemical  
C o r p o r a t i o n  and Rohm & H aas, c o m p l e t e d  
negotiations with the A rm y  to p erform  rocket p r o ­
pellant research and development and began moving 
into government-owned facilities at Redstone.

In the interest of economy and efficiency, it was 
decided to relocate the then Ordnance R & D Division  
Sub-office (Rocket) at Fort B lis s ,  T ex a s , charged  
with research and development of guided m iss i le s  , 
to Redstone by utilizing f a c i l i t i e s  of the form er  
Huntsville A rsen al.  The S e c r e t a r y  of the A rm y  
approved the plan on October 28 , 1949. This meant 
the major portion of H u n t s v i l l e  A rsenal would be 
permanently transferred to Redstone as home for the 
new Ordnance Guided M issile  Center.

1The distribution of the types of workers was fairly constant 
in that approximately nine percent of the personnel were un­
skilled; forty-eight percent s e m i s k i l l e d ;  eighteen p e r c e n t  
skilled; and twenty-five percent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  or graded  
em p loyees . A  representative sample recorded in September , 
1944, showed tw enty-six  percent white fem a le , eleven percent  
colored fem ale , fifty-two percent white m a le , and eleven p e r ­
cent colored m a le . F or  a long tim e, the arsenal maintained a 
working ratio of white and colored employees alm ost equal to 
the population ratios.
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MAD I SON COUNTY 150 YEARS AGO
SA R A H  FISK, C o n tr ib u to r

E d ito r 's  Note -  With this issu e the Review begins a regu ­
lar feature concerning M adison County 150 years ago. The a r ti­
c les selected  by Sarah F i s k  are taken from  the A l a b a m a  
Republican as they were actually written during that p e r io d . 
In the future we hope that it w ill be possible for us to reproduce  
the a rtic les  in a way that their a p p e a r a n c e  w ill be m ore  
authentic, so that our readers w ill sense that they a r e  m o ­
m entarily  stepping back into tim e.
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NAT I ONAL  I NDEPENDENCE

W e d n e sd a y ,  July 4th, b e in g  the a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  
ou r  N ation a l  In d ep en d en ce ,  w as  u s h e r e d  in by  a d i s ­
c h a r g e  o f  m u s k e tr y  by the H u n tsv il le  In dependent 
B lu e s ,  c o m m a n d e d  by Capt. Dunn, a fte r  go in g  
th rou g h  the e v o lu t io n s  o f  the day, they r e t i r e d  to the 
c o u r t - h o u s e ,  w h e re  the D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d ep en d en ce  
w a s  r e a d  by  M r . N. T . P a c k a r d ,  and an a p p r o p r ia t e  
O ra t io n  w as  d e l iv e r e d  by E. T itu s ,  E sq .  T h e y  p r o ­
c e e d e d  to the H u n tsv il le  Inn, w h e re  b e in g  jo in e d  by 
a n u m b e r  o f  c i t i z e n s  in a l l  about 150 p e r s o n s ,  sat 
dow n  to a sum ptu ou s  d in n er  p r e p a r e d  by  M r . 
E d in gton ; Capt. John P h elan , P r e s id e n t ,  a s s i s t e d  by 
L e m u e l  M ead , E sq .  V i c e  P r e s id e n t

F r id a y ,  July 13, 1821
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BROWNSBOROUGH,

At the h ig h e s t  p o in t  o f  B oat N a v ig a t ion  on F lint 
R iv e r ,  in M a d is o n  cou n ty , one m i le  b e lo w  S co tt 's  
m i l l ,  at the c r o s s in g  on the ro a d  le a d in g  f r o m  
H u n tsv il le  to  J a c k s o n  c o u r t  h o u se  and D e p o s it ,  has  
b e e n  la id  o f f  into L o ts  by  the P r o p r i e t o r s ,  and w i l l  
be  so ld  on M O N D A Y  the 2 3 rd  day o f  JU L Y  next, on 
the p r e m i s e s .

The s itu ation  o f  th is  tow n w a r r a n ts  the c a l c u l a ­
t ion  that it w i l l  i m p r o v e  and f l o u r is h .  S e v e r a l  b oa ts  
lo a d e d  with co t to n  w e r e  sh ipped  the la s t  s e a s o n  f r o m 
h e r e ,  and p a s s e d  into the T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  without 
im p e d im e n t ;  and by an a ct  o f  the la s t  L e g is la t u r e ,  
F lin t  r i v e r  w as  m a d e  a p u b l ic  h igh w ay , and a c o m -   
pany has b e e n  in c o r p o r a t e d  f o r  op en in g  and i m p r o v ­
ing the n a v ig a t io n  to  th is  p la c e .  T he co u n tr y  around  
th is  town is  g o o d  and f e r t i l e .  H e r e  w i l l  be sh ipped   
and d is p o s e d  o f  the s u rp lu s  p r o d u c e ,  and h e r e  w il l  
be  had the fa m i ly  s u p p l ie s  f o r  the a d jo in in g  co u n try   
o f  both  M a d is o n  and J a c k s o n  c o u n t ie s .

T e r m s  - B on ds  w ith  a p p r o v e d  s e c u r i t y  w i l l  be 
r e q u ir e d  o f  the p u r c h a s e r ,  p a y a b le  (in tw o in s t a l ­
m e n ts )  on the 25th o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1821 and 1822 - a n d  
a t it le  w il l  be m a d e  to the p u r c h a s e r  w h e n e v e r  c o m -  
p le te  p a y m e n t  is  m a d e .

J A M E S  & JOHN M ’ C A R T N E Y ,
P r o p r i e t o r  s.

A p lan  o f  the tow n ca n  b e  s e e n  in H u n tsv il le  
at the cou n tin g  r o o m  o f  B e ir n e  & Patton .

June 22
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GREEN ACADEMY

We take p leasu re  in p resen ting  to our r e a d e rs  
the address  o f  the T ru s tees  o f  Greene A cadem y , 
appealing to the public sp ir it  and l ib e ra l i ty  o f  this 
r e sp ec ta b le  community, to stand fo r th  and pa tron ize  
the es tab lishm ent o f  an institution, the want o f  which, 
in a county of this wealth  and population, is  a stand­
ing rep ro a ch  upon its c it izens .

We a re  happy to assu re  the public, that the sub­
scr ip t ion  papers , as fa r  as they have been c i r c u ­
la ted , have been m ost l ib e ra l ly  f i l led ,  and that 
th ere  does not rem a in  a doubt o f th ere  being a bu ild ­
ing o f  som e sort com m enced  a lm ost im m ed ia te ly ;  
its s ize ,  its locat ion  and the extent o f  its use fu lness , 
w i l l  depend upon the funds, at the d isposa l o f  the 
T ru s tee s .

We understand there  w i l l  be another m ee tin g  o f  
the T ru s te e s  on the 18th inst at which t im e  it would 
be d es ira b le  to know how fa r  individuals a re  d i s ­
posed  to contribute tow ards  this institution.

F r id a y ,  August 3, 1821



T H E  E D I T O R ' S  PAGE

By E L B E R T  L. WATSON

A c r o s s  our nation today there is  a m u s h r o o m ­
ing in terest  in lo c a l  h is to ry ,  genea logy , and h is to r ic  
p reserva tion . The c o m m e r c ia l  w or ld  has ca p ita l ­
ized  on this in terest  by develop ing  attractions w here 
the f la vor  o f  the past m akes m od ern  A m e r ica n s  s u s ­
ceptib le  to parting with their  m oney. How many o f  
us have dr iven  m ile s  to v is it  an "authentic"  w estern  
town, w here we can drop  by the Long Branch  Saloon , 
ride a train  and be attacked by Indians, or see a gun- 
fight. It s e e m s  s o m e t im e s  that the m o r e  r id icu lous  
our h is to ry  is m ade to appear by c a r ica tu re  or  p r e ­
sentation, the m o r e  like lihood  there  is o f  creating a 
m arket. If this is  true, then it is sm a ll  wonder that 
in our co n te m p o ra ry  s o c ie ty  there is m uch sh a llow ­
ness  of thought about ven era b le  A m e r ica n s  and in s t i ­
tutions o f  bygone y e a rs .

Fortunately , m any e f fo r ts  today a re  being d i ­
rected  toward making the study o f  h is to ry  attractive  
without creating  g r o s s  d is to r t ion s .  The National 
H is to r ica l  Society  is  one o f  the le a d e r s  in this e ffort .  
In "A m e r ic a n  H istory  Illustrated , " their  m agazine  
fo rm a t  publication , the Society  p op u la r izes  A m e r i ­
can h is to ry  with factua lly  a ccu ra te ,  c o lo r fu l ly  i l lu s ­
trated  a r t ic le s  w hich  appeal to lay  r e a d e r s  as w ell  
as p r o fe s s io n a l  h is to r ia n s .  A re ce n t  s p e c ia l  issue  
on the C iv il W ar, w ritten  en tire ly  by the em inent 
h istor ian , Jam es R ob e rtso n ,  contained 144 p ic tu re s  
to a ccom p a n y  the easy  flow  of  the text. Through this 
m ethod the re a d e r  is given a viv id  m ental p ic tu re  o f
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the h is to r ic  p er iod  and p r in c ip le  f ig u re s .  The S o c ­
iety a lso  o f fe r s  annual h is to r ic  tours to p la c e s  of 
g rea t  s ign if ica n ce  in A m e r ica n  h is tory .  Under the 
d ir e c t io n  o f  s ch o la r ly  p e rso n s ,  these tours  enable 
the p artic ip an ts  to b e c o m e  p e rso n a lly  involved  in the 
h is to r ic a l  events.

The National H is to r ica l  Society is only one group  
w hich  is  p rov id ing  a m o r e  re sp o n s ib le  le a d e r s h ip  to 
d ir e c t  our c it izen s  to a better  understanding and 
ap p re c ia t io n  fo r  our r ich  h er itage . We m ight a lso  
m ention  A m e r ic a n  H eritage, A m e r ica n  A s s o c ia t io n  
o f  State and L oca l  H istory , and the National P a rk  
S erv ice  which s u p e r v i s e s  our n at ion 's  h is t o r i c  
p arks . At the lo c a l  leve l ,  there  are  h is t o r i c a l  s o c ­
ie t ie s ,  such as our own, w hich are  giving g re a te r  
em p h as is  at this point. In a re a l  sense  one does  not 
tru ly  com preh en d  his own h is tory  until he has stood  
and w alked in the foo ts tep s  o f  y e s te r d a y 's  p a t r io t s .

We applaud these e f fo r ts  to take our n at ion 's  h i s ­
t o r y  f r o m  between the hard c o v e r s  o f  a book , and 
m ake it v iab le  to the l iv e s  o f  m odern  A m e r ic a n s .
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