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TH E F I R S T  TWENTY YEARS  
OF THE H U N T S V I L L E  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y

B y B ESSIE  R U S S E L L

The H u n tsv il le  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  held  its  o r g a n 
iz a t io n a l  m e e t in g  on  N o v e m b e r  18, 1951, at the h i s 
t o r i c  h om e  o f  M r .  and M r s .  H en ry  C h a se  on A d a m s 
S treet .1  In a d d it ion  to the f o r t y - t h r e e  in te r e s te d  
p e r s o n s  attend ing , th e r e  w e r e  a l s o  th r e e  m e m b e r s  
o f  the A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n :  R u ck er  
A g e e ,  p r e s id e n t ,  and Hugh W. C a rd o n  and A llan  
R ushton , m e m b e r s  o f  the e x e c u t iv e  c o m m i t t e e .  
W i l l ia m  H. Jenkins and F ra n k  Chenault r e p r e s e n te d  
the N orth  A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n .

But this w as not the g e n e s is  o f  our  s o c i e t y .  The 
r e a l  beg inn ing  w a s  w hen a you n g  la d y , M is s  F r a n c e s  
R o b e r t s ,  b eg a n  te a ch in g  h is t o r y  at the H untsv ille  
High S ch oo l.  She w as  v ita l ly  in t e r e s t e d  in a l l  p h a ses  
o f  h is t o r y ,  but e s p e c i a l l y  the h is t o r y  o f  H u n ts v i l le ,  
M a d iso n  C ounty , and A la b a m a .  An a c t iv e  m e m b e r  
o f  the A la b a m a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  she was 
p la c e d  on the e x e c u t iv e  c o m m it t e e  o f  that g rou p  in 
1951.

In the m e a n t im e  I had s ta r te d  w o rk in g  at the 
H u n tsv il le  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y .  W ith the he lp  o f  M r s .  
E l iz a b e th  B e a m g u a rd ,  the d i r e c t o r ,  I w as  c a t a lo g u 
ing  and expan d in g  the h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  s ta r te d  by 
M r s .  M attie  D arw in , one o f  H u n ts v i l le 's  f i r s t  l i b r 
a r ia n s .  M is s  R o b e r t s  and I ta lked  about o r g a n iz in g  
a l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y .  It w as th rou g h  h er  c l o s e  
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the state g ro u p  that the grou n d  w as 
la id  f o r  ou r  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m e e t in g .
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T he r e a c t i o n  to the new  g ro u p  f r o m  the out o f  
tow n g u e s ts  w as quite fa v o r a b le  as e v i d e n c e d  by- 
l e t t e r s  w r it te n  the fo l lo w in g  w eek . M r .  A g e e  w r o t e :  
"T h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  the M a d ison  County H is t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  went o f f  sp len d id ly  y e s t e r d a y  a f te rn o o n .  I 
c o n g r a tu la te  you  and y o u r  a s s o c i a t e s  on th is  fine  
b e g i n n i n g . " 2 M r .  R ushton  c o m m e n te d :

"M r .  A g e e , M r. Cardon and m y self had a pleasant 
experience in Huntsville yesterday and we all agreed  
on the trip back to Birm ingham  that Huntsville will 
soon have the outstanding society in the state. The 
combination of cultural individuals who were present 
and the wealth of h i s t o r i c a l  subjects relating to 
M adison County alm ost make it certain that the 
M adison County H istorical Unit w ill be a su ccessfu l 
undertaking. " 3

At the o rg a n iz a t io n a l  m eet in g  H enry  C h a se  w as  
a p p o in ted  as t e m p o r a r y  c h a ir m a n  until  p e r m a n e n t  
o f f i c e r s  cou ld  be s e le c te d .  The f i r s t  r e g u la r  m e e t 
ing o f  the S o c ie ty  w as held  D e c e m b e r  9, 1951, at the 
J a m e s  W atts h o m e .  In the a b s e n c e  o f  M r . C h a se ,  
D r. R o b e r t s  p r e s i d e d  and the fo l lo w in g  o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  e l e c t e d  fo r  one y e a r :  P r e s id e n t ,  H en ry  C h a se ;  
V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge T h o m a s  W. J o n e s ;  S e c r e t a r y  
& T r e a s u r e r ,  F e l ix  N ew m a n ; B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  
R e e s e  A m is  and H a rr y  Rhett, th re e  y e a r s ;  M r s .  
S a llie  G i l l  and M r s .  R. J. L ow e ,  tw o y e a r s ;  and D .
C . M o n r o e  and J osh  K e lly ,  one y e a r .  It w as s t ip u 
la ted  that e a c h  r e t i r in g  p r e s id e n t  w ou ld  b e c o m e  a 
m e m b e r  o f  the B oa rd .

"H u n tsv i l le  H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty "  w as s e le c t e d  as 
the o f f i c i a l  n am e o f  the o r g a n iz a t io n  and the annual 
dues w e r e  set at one d o l la r .  N ew  m e m b e r s  w e r e  
s e le c t e d  by in v ita t ion  and v o ted  on by the m e m b e r 
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sh ip . Q u a r t e r l y  m e e t in g s  w e r e  to  b e  held  on the 
s e c o n d  Sunday o f  the m onth  at th re e  p . m .  in the 
re a d in g  r o o m  o f  the H u n tsv ille  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  u n 
l e s s  o th e r w is e  s p e c i f i e d .

The p u r p o s e  o f  the S o c ie ty  w as  set fo r th  in 
A r t i c le  II o f  the b y la w s  w h ich  s ta ted :  "the p u r p o s e  
o f  th is s o c i e t y  is  to a f fo r d  an a g e n c y  f o r  the e x p r e s 
s ion  around  th o se  having c o m m o n  in te r e s t s  in (1) 
c o l l e c t in g  and p r e s e r v in g  in fo r m a t io n  about any p ast  
p h a se  o f  c o m m u n ity  l i fe  in H u n tsv i l le ,  A la b a m a , and 
(2) in r e c o r d in g  the h is t o r y  o f  the s e c t io n  o f  w h ich  
M a d iso n  C ounty  is  a p a rt .  "

A s p e c ia l  m e e t in g  w as held  in the c i ty  hall a u d i 
t o r iu m  with r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  the A la b a m a  H is t o r i 
ca l  A s s o c ia t i o n  on A ugust  16, 1953, w hen  our f i r s t  
tw o h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r s  w e r e  e r e c t e d .  The i n v o c a 
t ion  w as g iv en  by  the R e v e r e n d  F . H. H e id e lb e r g .  
W o r d s  o f  w e l c o m e  w e r e  ex ten d ed  by  M r .  C h ase ,  the 
p r e s id e n t .  4 M a y o r  R o b e r t  S e a r c y  o f  H u n t s v i l l e  
sp ok e  o n b e h a l f  o f  the c ity  and C o m m i s s i o n  C h a irm a n  
R o y  Stone on b e h a l f  o f  M a d i s o n  County. The r e 
sp o n se  by the A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  w as 
g iven  by  W i l l ia m  H. B r a n t le y  J r . ,  p a s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  
the state g ro u p .  D r .  R a lph  D raughn , p r e s id e n t  o f  
A la ba m a  P o ly t e c h n ic  Institute , d e l iv e r e d  the p r i n c i 
p le  a d d r e s s .

The f i r s t  m a r k e r  h o n o r in g  "H u n t s v i l l e 's  F i r s t s "  
w as  e r e c t e d  in fr o n t  o f  the p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  on the c o r 
n e r  o f  M a d is o n  S tree t  and G ates .  It w as m y  p le a s u r e  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in the u n v e i l in g  w ith  Judge T h o m a s  W .  
J o n e s .  The s e c o n d  m a r k e r  h on or in g  the fo r m a t io n  
o f  M a d is o n  County w as p la c e d  on the w e s t  s ide  o f  the 
M a d is o n  County C o u r th o u s e .  It w as  u n v e i le d  by  M r s .  
Joe  C o o p e r  Sr. and P a t r i c k  R ic h a r d s o n .

At the D e c e m b e r ,  1953, m e e t in g  the fo l lo w in g  
o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d :  P r e s id e n t ,  R e v e r e n d  F . H .
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H e i d e l b e r g ;  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge T h o m a s  W .  
J o n e s ;  S e c r e t a r y  & T r e a s u r e r ,  F e l ix  N ew m an ; 
B o a r d  o f G o v e r n o r s ,  R e e s e  A m i s ,  H a r r y  R hett ,
D. C . M o n r o e ,  J o sh  K e l ly ,  Ed B u r w e l l ,  J o e  F a i t ,  and 
H e n r y  C h a s e .  R e v e r e n d  H e i d e l b e r g  r e s ig n e d  in 
M a r c h  b e c a u s e  he w as m o v in g  out o f  the c i ty .  At 
th is  m e e t in g  the m e m b e r s  vo ted  to  inv ite  the A l a 
b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  to hold  its  annual m e e t 
ing in H u n tsv il le  in A p r i l ,  1955.

In June, 1954, Judge Jones a s s u m e d  the d u tie s  o f  
the p r e s i d e n c y  and H a rr y  D an ie l w as u n a n im o u s ly  
e l e c t e d  as  v i c e  p r e s id e n t .  T h is  m e e t in g  w as  he ld  in 
the h i s t o r i c  John Hunt M o r g a n  h o m e  with M r s .  B. A .  
S tock ton  as  h o s t e s s .  The fo l lo w in g  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  
e l e c t e d  at the D e c e m b e r  m e e t in g :  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge 
T h o m a s  W. J on es ;  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  H a rr y  D a n ie l ;  
R e c o r d in g  S e c r e ta r y ,  M r s .  C. H. R u s s e l l ;  C o r r e 
sp on d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  M. U. G r i f f i n  and 
T r e a s u r e r ,  C h a r le s  D. L y le .

T he  A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  h e ld  its  
annual m e e t in g  in H untsv ille  on  A p r i l  2 3 -2 4 ,  1955 ,
w ith  the H u n tsv il le  H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  and the H u n ts 
v i l l e  B r a n c h  o f  the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  U n iv e r 
s ity  W o m e n  s e r v in g  as joint h o s ts .  D uring  the m e e t 
ing M r .  C h a se  p r e s e n te d  to the state a s s o c i a t i o n  
t h r e e  m a r k e r s  e r e c t e d  by the l o c a l  S o c ie ty  h o n o r in g  
the F i r s t  N ational Bank, the M a s o n ic  T e m p le ,  and 
the b i r t h p la c e  o f  John Hunt M org a n .  E v e r y  m e m b e r  
o f  the H u n tsv il le  H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  w as on a c o m 
m it te e .  T h ro u g h  the c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  local 
p a r t ic ip a n ts  the m e e t in g  was a high s u c c e s s  fo r  the 
318 p e o p le  who r e g i s t e r e d .

In 1955 H untsv ille  c e le b r a te d  its S e s q u ic e n te n -  
n ia l.  M e m b e r s  o f  the S o c ie ty  s e r v e d  on planning 
c o m m it t e e s ,  did r e s e a r c h  w o rk ,  and w r o te  a r t i c l e s  
f o r  the n e w s p a p e r  and the a lb u m  w h ich  w as pub -
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l i s h e d  in b o o k  f o r m .  M uch  m a t e r ia l  in the f o r m  o f  
b o o k s ,  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  and p i c t u r e s  f r o m  the p u b lic  
l i b r a r y ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  w as  u se d .  At the 
D e c e m b e r  m e e t in g  M r s .  B u rk e  F is k  p r e s e n te d  e a ch  
m e m b e r  p r e s e n t  w ith  an i l l u s t r a t e d  b o o k le t  p r e 
p a r e d  by  the H u n t s v i l l e  M a n u fa ctu r in g  C om pan y  
en tit led  " H i s t o r i c a l  E d i t i o n  o f  the H untsv ille  
P a r k e r .  "  T h is  b o o k le t  w as ed ited  b y  M r s .  F isk .

The y e a r  1956 w as  an e v en t fu l  on e  fo r  the S o c 
ie ty .  At the M a r c h  m e e t in g  the fo l lo w in g  o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  e l e c t e d :  P r e s i d e n t ,  M is s  A l i c e  T h o m a s ;  
V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  Joe  F a it ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  B urke  
F isk ,  and T r e a s u r e r ,  C h a r l ie  L y le .  In A p r i l  a 
m a r k e r  w as  u n v e i le d  at the s ite  o f  G r e e n  A c a d e m y ,  
one  o f  the e a r ly  s c h o o l s  o f  A l a b a m a  having b e e n  
c h a r te r e d  in 1812. T h is  m a r k e r ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  the 
E a st  C lin ton  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  was 
u n v e i led  by  M is s  E lla  W a re ,  one  o f  the t e a c h e r s  in 
the f i r s t  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  bu ilt  on  the lo t  in 1882. M is s  
W a re  w as a s s is t e d  by  M is s  M a rth a  A s k in s .  In June 
the S oc ie ty  m e t  at the a n c e s t r a l  h o m e  o f  M is s  L u cy  
M c C r a r y  n e a r  T h r e e  F o r k s  o f  F lin t .  At th is  m e e t 
ing it w as v o te d  to  change the m e e t i n g s  f r o m  the 
s e c o n d  to the th ird  Sunday o f  e a c h  q u a r te r .  M is s  
T h o m a s  gave  an in te r e s t in g  p a p e r  on  G re e n  A c a d 
e m y ,  and d i s t r i b u t  e d b o o k le t s  p r e p a r e d  b y  M r s .  
F isk  show ing  h a n d d r a w n  p i c t u r e s  o f  the p u b lic  
s c h o o l s  that have b e e n  on the lo t  w h e r e  the A c a d e m y  
s tood .  In S e p te m b e r ,  m e m b e r s  h e a rd  a r e p o r t  f r o m  
Judge J on es  o f  the s p e c ia l  c o m m it t e e  on  the c i t y 's  
p r o p o s a l  to r e n a m e  the H u n tsv il le  s t r e e t s .5  The 
c o m m i t t e e 's  study and the re su lta n t  p r o p o s a l  f i le d  
w ith  the c i ty  ou t l in ed  a th r e e  p a rt  s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  
h i s t o r i c a l  n a m e s  co u ld  be r e ta in e d .  A lon g  w ith  this 
p r o p o s a l  the c o m m it t e e  fu r n ish e d  a c a r e f u l ly  p r e 
p a r e d  l i s t  o f  100 n a m e s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  the
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c i t y ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  in the hope that n a m e s  o f  new  
s t r e e t s  cou ld  be s e le c t e d .

In S e p te m b e r ,  1957, a m a r k e r  s p o n s o r e d  by  W .  
P . D i lw o r th  Sr. w as u n v e i le d  at the s ite  o f  the f o r 
m e r  M on te  Sano F e m a le  A c a d e m y  on M onte  S a n o . 
T h is  s c h o o l  w as founded  in 1830 by  the R e v e r e n d  and 
M r s .  J a m e s  R ow e .  T he  p r o g r a m  p r e c e d in g  the u n 
v e i l in g  w as  held  in the M onte Sano M e th o d is t  C h u r ch  
w h e r e  p e o p le  had w o r s h ip p e d  fo r  o v e r  f i f ty  y e a r s .  
A bou t f o r t y  d e s c e n d e n t s ,  in c lu d in g  th r e e  g r a n d 
d a u g h te rs  o f  the R o w e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  The m a r k e r  
w as  u n v e i le d  by Jack  and Susie  T h i e m o n g e  and 
a c c e p t e d  by  M a y o r  S e a r c y  on b e h a l f  o f  the c i t y .

T h e  o f f i c e r s  e le c t e d  fo r  1958 w e r e :  P r e s i d e n t ,  
Joe  B. F a it  J r . ;  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  D r .  F r a n c e s  
R o b e r t s ;  R e c o r d in g  S e c r e ta r y ,  M r s .  B u rke  F is k ;  
C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M is s  A l i c e  T h o m a s ,  and 
T r e a s u r e r ,  P h il ip  M a so n .  The S o c ie ty  that y e a r  
s u g g e s te d  to the c ity  that the n am e G o v e r n o r 's  D r iv e  
w ou ld  b e  an a p p r o p r ia te  t it le  f o r  the jo in in g  t h o r 
o u g h fa r e s  o f  B ig  C o v e  R oad , L on gw ood  D r iv e ,  and 
F ifth  A v en u e .  T h is  s u g g e s t io n  w as a c c e p t e d  by  the 
c i ty .

A m a r k e r  s p o n s o r e d  by the V ir g in ia  C lay  C lop ton  
C h a p ter  o f  the United D au gh ters  o f  the C o n f e d e r a c y  
w as  d e d ic a te d  on S ep tem b er  10 at " W e ld w o o d " ,  the 
h o m e  o f  Senator and M r s .  C le m e n t  C. C la y  at G u r 
le y .  T h is  m a r k e r  h o n o re d  M r s .  C la y  C lop ton  author 
o f  the B e l le  o f  the F i f t i e s . P a t r i c k  R ic h a r d s o n  ga ve  
the d e d i c a t o r y  a d d r e s s .

M e m b e r s  b egan  th e ir  th ird  q u a r te r ly  m e e t in g  by 
a ttending  a m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  in the c i r c u i t  c o u r t 
r o o m  at the county  co u r th o u s e  h on or in g  one o f  th e ir  
c h a r t e r  m e m b e r s  and past  p r e s id e n t ,  the la te  Judge 
J o n e s .  It w as  t h r o u g h  Judge J o n e s '  e f f o r t s  that 
m an y  o f  the v a lu ab le  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  M a d iso n
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County w e r e  p r e s e r v e d .  At the M a rc h ,  1959, m e e t 
ing D r. R o b e r t s  re a d  a s p e c i a l  tr ib u te  to Judge 
J o n e s . 6

In M ay, 1959, a m a r k e r  w as e r e c t e d  at the site  
o f  the f o r m e r  H u n tsv il le  F e m a le  C o l l e g e ,  a fa m ou s  
c o l l e g e  w h ich  w as bu ilt  in 1851 and d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  
in 1895. M r s .  John M astin , a d e s c e n d e n t  o f  D r. W .  
G. P r i c e ,  a long  t im e  p r e s id e n t  o f  the c o l l e g e ,  u n 
v e i le d  the m a r k e r .  L a te r  that y e a r  the S o c i e t y  
a r r a n g e d  a tou r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p la c e s  in H untsv ille  f o r  
d e le g a te s  attending the C on v en t ion  o f  A la b a m a  L e a 
gue o f  M u n ic ip a l i t ie s  w h ich  m e t  in H u n tsv il le .

The o f f i c e r s  fo r  1960-61 w e r e  as  f o l l o w s :  P r e s i 
dent, D r. F r a n c e s  R o b e r t s ;  V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  M r s .
C. H. R u s s e l l ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  B urke  F isk  and 
T r e a s u r e r ,  M r s .  W ard  F . Sparkm an .

In June, I960, D r. A . B. M o o r e ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  the 
A la b a m a  C iv i l  W ar C en ten n ia l C o m m is s i o n ,  spoke  to 
the S oc ie ty  and u rg e d  that a l o c a l  c o m m i s s i o n  be 
s p e e d i ly  o r g a n iz e d  so  that M a d i s o n  County cou ld  
a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te  in the C entenn ia l.  M r .  and M r s .  
Jack  H a r b a r g e r  w e r e  duly ap p o in ted  as  jo in t  c h a i r 
m e n  o f  the l o c a l  C iv i l  W ar C en ten n ia l  C o m m it te e .  A 
s te e r in g  c o m m it t e e  w as a ppo in ted  c o n s is t in g  o f  Dr . 
R o b e r t s ,  c h a i r m a n ;  M is s  E u g e n i a  Smith, M r .  
T h o m p s o n  K e l ly  and the R e v e r e n d  E m il  J o f fr io n .

At the M a r c h  m e e t in g  M r s .  Anna R osborou gh . 
w a s  a ppo in ted  to s e r v e  on  a c o m m it t e e  fo r  the p r e 
s e r v a t io n  o f  h i s t o r i c  b u ild in gs  s t i l l  standing in the 
H ea rt  o f  H u n tsv ille  a r e a .  M r s .  H a r b a r g e r  a n 
n ou n ced  that the H u n t s v i l l e -M a d is o n  County C iv i lW a r  
C en ten n ia l  C o m m is s i o n  had b e e n  c h o s e n .  The c o m 
m it te e  in c lu d e d  E u gen e  M c L a in ,  ch a irm a n ; G e o r g e  
M a h on ey , c o - c h a i r m a n ;  and M is s  M a r ie  M o o r e  , 
s e c r e t a r y .  D r .  R o b e r t s  r e p o r t e d  that the S o c ie ty  
w ou ld  jo in  w ith  the V ir g in ia  C la y -C lo p t o n  U. D. C.
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C h ap ter  in e r e c t in g  a m a r k e r  at M aple  H ill  C e m e 
t e r y  on M e m o r ia l  Day, 1962 in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the 
C en ten n ia l  p r o g r a m .

T he S ep tem b er  m e e t in g  w as held  at the F a r le y  
Ju n ior  H igh S ch o o l  fo r  the d e d ic a t io n  o f  the D i t t o 's  
L an d in g  W h ite sb u rg  M a r k e r .  R u c k e r  A g e e ,  c h a i r 
m an  o f  the A la ba m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  m a r k e r  
c o m m it t e e ,  gave  the d e d ic a t o r y  a d d r e s s .  S e v e r a l  
m e m b e r s  o f  the White fa m i ly  f o r  w h o m  W h ite sb u rg  
w as  n a m ed  w e r e  s p e c ia l  g u e s ts .

In 1961 the f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d :  
P r e s id e n t ,  R o b e r t  Sm ith; V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  M r s .  F .  
W. S p ark m a n ; R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  Edm und D u ffey ;  
C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  R o b e r t  H ead; T r e a 
s u r e r ,  M is s  K ath leen  Johnston ; D i r e c t o r s ,  M r s .  M .  
U. G r i f f in ,  G lenn G r im w o o d ,  M r s .  C. H. R u s s e l l ,  
R e a v is  O 'N e a l ,  M r s .  P h il ip  M a son ,  and p a st  p r e s i 
d en ts .

On M a r c h  18, 1962 the S o c ie ty  o b s e r v e d  its  tenth  
a n n iv e r s a r y  with a tea  at the h o m e  o f  D r .  and M r s .
E. V . C a ld w e ll  on A d a m s  Street .  The l o v e ly  r e c e p 
t ion  r o o m s  w e r e  d e c o r a t e d  w ith  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  
jo n q u i ls ,  n a r c i s s u s  and ca rn a t io n s  in y e l l o w ,  w hite  
and St. P a t r i c k 's  g r e e n .  M r s .  F is k  gave  a r e s u m e '  
o f  the f i r s t  ten y e a r s  o f  the S o c ie ty .

On M e m o r ia l  Day, M ay 6, 1962, the S o c ie ty  and 
the V ir g in ia  C la y -C lo p t o n  C hapter  jo in t ly  d e d ic a te d  
the m a r k e r  to the C o n fe d e ra te  s o ld i e r s  b u r ie d  i n  
M a p le  H ill  C e m e t e r y .  D r .  H e r b e r t  H ughes gave  the 
m a in  a d d r e s s .  A fte r  an im p r e s s i v e  c e r e m o n y  th o se  
p r e s e n t  w e r e  taken on a h i s t o r i c a l  tour o f  the c e m e 
te r y  by W. F. Sparkm an.

At the S e p t e m b e r  m e e t in g ,  J a m e s  R e c o r d ,  
C h a irm a n  o f  the M a d ison  County B o a rd  o f  C o m m i s 
s io n e r s ,  p r e s e n te d  a le t te r  f r o m  the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  
stating that th e ir  1962 -63  budget w ould  in c lu d e  $1, 000
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D R . W . M . M c K IS S A C K ,

P r e s e n t  p r e s id e n t  o f  the H u n t s v i l l e  H is t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty .
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fo r  eight h i s t o r i c a 1 m a r k e r s .  The Society would 
se le c t  the s ites  and handle a ll the details  o f  e rect in g  
the m a r k e r s .  At a sp ec ia l  m eeting later  that month 
re com m en d a t ion s  w ere  sent to the County C o m m is 
s io n e rs  c o n c e r n i n g  the safe keeping o f  county 
r e c o r d s  while the new courthouse  was being b u ilt .  
The Society a lso  re com m en d ed  that the new c o u r t 
house be o f  t im e le ss  a rch ite c tu re  to blend with p r e 
sent or future buildings loca ted  around the square . 
R ecom m en d ation s  w ere  a lso  sent to the City C ou ncil  
urging it to set up a h is to r ic a l  c o m m is s io n  to c rea te  
and p r e s e r v e  a zone ep itom iz ing  "H is to r ic  Hunts
v i l le ."

In 1964 the f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  w e re  e le c te d :  
P res id en t ,  M rs .  W. F. Sparkman; V ice  P r e s id e n t ,  
M rs .  Burke F isk ; C orrespon din g  S ecreta ry , M rs . 
Glenn C. T a lley ;  R ecord in g  S ecretary , M rs .  D. H . 
Shenk; and T re a s u r e r ,  M iss  Kathleen Johnston.

That y ea r  the Society began to plan for  A la b a m a 's  
approach ing  Sesquicentennial in 1969. Since m o s t  o f  
the h is to r ic  events connected  with estab lish m en t o f  
the state took p lace  in Huntsville, it seem ed  that the 
m ain  c o m m e m o ra t iv e  act iv it ies  should be cen tered  
h e re .  As groundw ork  fo r  the planning o f  events , 
the R e s e a r c h  Com m ittee  began a p r o je c t  to find out 
what Huntsville was like in 1819 when the C on stitu 
tional Convention m et here to draw up A la b a m a 's  
f i r s t  Constitution. This study involved r e s e a r c h  in 
p ro p e r ty  r e c o r d s ,  n e w s p a p e r s  and all o r ig in a l  
r e c o r d s  ava ilab le .  It was a tedious and d i f f i c u l t  
undertaking, but the com m ittee  com p osed  of M r s .  
F isk , c h a i r m a n ;  M rs .  W. F. Sparkman, M r s .  
Wayne S m i t h ,  M r. and M rs .  Donald Shenk, and 
M rs .  J. T. Deaton, p e r s e r v e r e d  with the w ork . In 
A pril ,  1969, they produ ced  a map o f  1819 Huntsville, 
showing many o f  the buildings that ex isted  at that
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t im e .  T h is  m a p ,  w h ich  the c o m m it t e e  had e v o lv e d  
f r o m  its  r e s e a r c h ,  w a s  c o p y r ig h te d  by  the S o c ie ty  
and p u b lish ed  in a b r o c h u r e  w ith  e x p la n a to r y  n o te s ,

p h o to g ra p h s  o f  s i x  o f  the 1819 h o u s e s  w h ich  a re  s t i l l  
standing, and a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  H u n tsv il le  to 1819, 
w r it te n  by D r.  R o b e r t s .  The b r o c h u r e  w as  t it led  " A  
N ew  M ap o f  H u n tsv il le  1819". 7

In D e c e m b e r  1966, M r s .  F is k  w as  e le c t e d  P r e s i 
dent; D r .  W i l l ia m  M c K is s a c k ,  V i c e  P r e s id e n t ;  M r s .  
Donald Shenk, R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ;  M r s .  W. F .  
Sparkm an, C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e ta r y ;  and M is s .  
K ath leen  Johnston , T r e a s u r e r .

The e r e c t i o n  o f  M a d is o n  C o u n ty ' s n ew  co u r th o u s e  
r e q u ir e d  th r e e  y e a r s .  When it n e a r e d  c o m p le t io n  in 
1967, C o m m is s i o n  C h a irm a n  R e c o r d  r e q u e s te d  that 
the S o c ie ty  a s s u m e  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  to s e le c t  i t e m s  
to  be p la c e d  in the c o r n e r s t o n e .  A fte r  s e v e r a l  m e e t 
ings  o f  the B o a r d ,  a la r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v a lu a b le  s t a 
t i s t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  in fo r m a t io n  a bou t the county  
w as a s s e m b le d .

The S o c ie ty  w as  in c h a r g e  o f  the c o r n e r s t o n e  
c e r e m o n y  at the d e d ic a t io n  p r o g r a m  f o r  the c o u r t 
h ou se  on M a r c h  5, 1967. M r s .  F i s k  sp ok e  b r ie f ly  
d e s c r ib in g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n ts  and a r t i fa c t s  
w h ich  w e r e  p la c e d  in a c o p p e r  b o x .  She e x p r e s s e d  
the hope that the g e n e r a t io n  w h ich  one day  w ou ld  v ie w  
the con ten ts  w ou ld  find  t h e r e  e v id e n c e  o f  the e f f o r t s  
m a d e  by  th is  g e n e r a t io n  and p a s t  g e n e r a t io n s  to w a r d  
the d e v e lo p m e n t  and p r o g r e s s  o f  o u r  g r e a t  c o u n t y .  
M e m b e r s  o f  the B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a s s e m b le d  w h ile  
the b o x  w as p la c e d  in s id e .  M r s .  F i s k  p r e s e n t e d  the 
f i r s t  t r o w e l  o f  m o r t a r .  W. A . G lenn, su p er in ten d en t  
o f  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  and W. E. M a y b en , in s p e c t o r  o f  
b u i ld in g  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  s e a le d  the b o x  into the c o r n e r 
ston e  at the n o r th w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  the bu ild in g .
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D u rin g  th e ir  study the R e s e a r c h  C o m m it t e e  o b 
ta in ed  a d d it ion a l  in fo r m a t io n  about the s ite  on w h ich  
the C o n s t itu t io n a l  C on v en t ion  m e t  in 1819- It was 
found  that the b u ild in g  that h ou sed  the C o n v e n t io n  
w as b u ilt  by  W a lk er  A l le n ,  a ca b in e t  m a k e r ,  f o r  u s e  
as a shop  and w a r e h o u s e .  F o l lo w in g  h is  d ea th ,  it 
w as o f f e r e d  fo r  ren t .  L o c a t e d  o n e -h a l f  b lo c k  south 
o f  the p u b l ic  s q u a r e ,  it s e r v e d  as a co n v e n ie n t  m e e t 
ing p l a c e  f o r  the f o r t y - f o u r  d e le g a te s  e l e c t e d  f r o m  
the tw e n ty - tw o  co u n t ie s  of A la b a m a  T e r r i t o r y ,  w ho 
a s s e m b l e d  in H u n tsv i l le  in 1819 to  d ra ft  a C o n s t i t u 
t ion  f o r  A la b a m a  to  enter  the U nion . 8

T he c o m m it t e e  a l s o  found: a n u m b e r  o f o th er  
im p o r ta n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s ite s  a d ja ce n t  to  C o n s t itu t io n  
H a l l .  S l igh t ly  to the n o r th ,  on F ra n k l in  S t r e e t ,  s tood  
the o f f i c e  of C le m e n t  C o m e r  C la y ,  who c h a i r e d  the 
c o m m it t e e  that d ra fte d  the C on st itu t ion .  T h is  b u i ld 
ing a l s o  h o u se d  the U nited  States S u r v e y o r 's  O f f i c e  
and H u n tsv i l le  P o s t  O f f i c e  in 1819. On the s a m e  h a lf  
b lo c k  fa c in g  M a d iso n  S tree t  w as lo c a te d  the o f f i c e  
and p r in t in g  p r e s s  of the A la b a m a  R e p u b l i c a n , the 
n e w s p a p e r  that p r in te d  the C on st itu t ion .  N ex t  d o o r ,  
to  the sou th , in the law  o f f i c e  of John N . S . J o n e s ,  
the b o o k s  o f the H u n tsv il le  L i b r a r y ,  A la b a m a 's  f i r s t  
l i b r a r y ,  w e r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to s u b s c r i b e r s  in 
O c t o b e r ,  1819. The h o m e  of Stephen N e a l ,  M a d is o n  
C o u n ty 's  f i r s t  s h e r i f f ,  o c c u p ie d  the n o r th e a s t  c o r n e r  
of G a te s  and M a d iso n .

In 1968, at a t im e  when the C on st itu t ion  H a ll  s ite  
w as v a ca n t  and e a r m a r k e d  by  its  o w n e r ,  the H u n ts 
v i l l e  H ou s in g  A u th o r ity ,  f o r  a m u l t i - s t o r y  p a rk in g  
g a r a g e ,  the S o c ie ty  in it ia ted  a m o v e m e n t  to  p r e s e r v e  
the s ite  and r e c o n s t r u c t  on it the h i s t o r i c  b u ild in gs  
of 1819. D r .  R o b e r t s ,  M r s .  F i s k ,  D r .  M c K i s s a c k ,  
and M r s .  R o s b o r o u g h  w e r e  a b le  to  gain the su p p ort  
o f  the H u n tsv i l le  H ou sin g  A u th o r ity ,  C ity  C o u n c i l ,
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B o a r d  of M a d is o n  C ounty  C o m m i s s i o n s ,  A la b a m a  
H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  C o m m is - 
s io n ,  A l a b a m a  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  C o m m it t e e ,  and 
n u m e ro u s  l o c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and in d iv id u a ls .

E a r ly  in 1969, t h e  A l a b a m a  S e sq u ic e n te n n ia l  
C o m m it te e  a sk e d  the S o c ie t y  to  handle  the sa le  of 
o f f i c ia l  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  s o u v e n i r s  i n  M a d ison  
C ou n ty . On A p r i l  16, the S o c ie t y  gave  an au tograph  
p a r ty  and r e c e p t io n  to  in t ro d u c e  the A la b a m a 's  F i r s t  
L a d y 's  C o o k b o o k , w h ich  w as  ed ited  by  M r s .  A lb e r t  
P .  B r e w e r ,  w ife  of then A la b a m a  g o v e r n o r  B r e w e r .  
M r s .  B r e w e r  w as h o n o r e d  at th is  a f fa ir  w h ich  w as 
h e ld  in D unnavant 's  M a l l  w ith B u r k e t t 's  B o o k  S tore  
handling the sa le  of b o o k s .  T he  long  l in e s  of p e o p le  
who a ttended  the p a r ty  k ept M r s .  B r e w e r  b u sy  a u to 
graph ing  d u rin g  the en t ire  t im e .  She w as a s s is t e d  
by  w iv e s  o f the l o c a l  l e g i s la t iv e  d e le g a t io n  who w e r e  
s p e c ia l  g u es ts  f o r  the o c c a s i o n .

On M ay  2 - 3 ,  1969, the S o c ie t y  w as h o n o r e d  again  
to  en terta in  the annual m e e t in g  of the A la b a m a  H i s 
t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n . M onths of r e s e a r c h ,  p lann ing , 
and p r e p a r a t io n  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  c a r r y  through  the 
ch o s e n  th em e  "H u n ts v i l le  in 1819" in p r o g r a m ,  d e c o 
ra t ion s  and fo o d .  T h e  m e e t in g ,  w h ich  was he ld  at 
the im p o s in g  C a r r ia g e  Inn, w as one o f the m o s t  e l a 
b o r a te  and m e m o r a b le  e v e r  h e ld  by  the State a s s o 
c ia t io n .  M r s .  R i c h a r d  G i l l ia m  and M r s .  John R . 
T h o m a s ,  J r . , c o - c h a i r m e n  o f r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  r e p o r t e d  
476 m e m b e r s  and g u e s t s ,  b y  fa r  the la r g e s t  a t te n 
d a n ce  in the h i s t o r y  of the o r g a n iz a t io n .  E a ch  p e r 
son  attending w as p r e s e n t e d  with a s p e c ia l ly  p r e 
p a r e d  p a c k e t  of h i s t o r i c a l  s o u v e n ir s  re la t in g  to  the 
Se sq u ic  e n te n n ia l .

The fe a tu r e  o f  the m e e t in g  w as a bus tou r  of 1819 
h o u s e s .  T h e  P o p e -W a t t s , B a s s e t t - Y o u n g ,  E r s k i n e -  
M c M a in s ,  and F e a r n - R i c h a r d s o n  h o m e s  w e r e  op en ed
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f o r  the o c c a s i o n .  A r e c e p t io n ,  h e ld  at the h o m e  of 
M r s .  H o l l im a n  R ic h a r d s o n ,  tour  c h a i r m a n ,  c o n 
c lu d e d  the t o u r .  A  ga la  " A la b a m a  1819" ban qu et  w as 
h e ld  in the m a in  b a l l r o o m  of the C a r r ia g e  Inn. M r s .  
J a c k  F .  H a r b a r g e r  and h er  c o m m it t e e  d e c o r a t e d  the 
s c o r e s  o f  round  s e r v in g  ta b le s  with fr u i t  a r r a n g e 
m e n ts  and l igh ted  ca n d le s  in b r a s s  c a n d l a b r a .  
L a r g e  l e t t e r s ,  su sp en d ed  o v e r  the s tage  p r o c l a i m e d  
" A la b a m a  1819". A  to w e r in g  fru it  a r r a n g e m e n t  in a 
t h r e e - t i e r e d  e p e r g n e  c e n t e r e d  the fr o n t  of the s ta g e .  
In th is  se tt in g ,  the c h o i r  f r o m  the U n iv e r s i ty  o f A l a 
b a m a  in H u n tsv i l le  r e n d e r e d  m u s ic a l  s e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  
the 1819 p e r i o d .  T y p ic a l  fo o d s  of the p e r i o d ,  s e r v e d  
at the b an q u et ,  w e r e  s e le c t e d  by  M r s .  O s c a r  M a s o n  
and h e r  c o m m it t e e  a fte r  m an y  m onths  of r e s e a r c h  
on the s u b je c t .  E a ch  p e r s o n  r e c e i v e d  a s o u v e n ir  
p r o g r a m - m e n u  and a dr in k in g  g la s s ,  w h ich  had b een  
i n s c r ib e d  as a m o m e n to  of the o c c a s i o n .

T h e  Saturday  m o rn in g  s e s s io n  w as h e ld  at the 
M a d is o n  C ounty  C o u r th o u s e  w h e re  an ex h ib it  o f  h i s 
t o r i c  d o c u m e n ts , p a p e r s , and a r t i c l e s  h a d  b e e n  
a r r a n g e d  by  M is s  A l i c e  T h o m a s  and h e r  c o m m i t t e e .  
A l a b a m a 's  1819 C on st itu t ion ,  the m a in  fe a tu re  of the 
e x h ib it ,  w as on d is p la y  in a s p e c ia l ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  
c a s e .  B r o u g h t  to  H u n tsv il le  the day b e f o r e  b y  
M i lo  H o w a r d ,  D i r e c t o r  of the A la b a m a  D e p a r tm e n t  
of A r c h i v e s  and H is t o r y ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d o c u m e n t  
r e m a in e d  in H u n tsv i l le  w h e re  it w as d is p la y e d  m o s t  
o f the y e a r  fo r  thousands  of p e o p le  to  s e e  it f o r  the 
f i r  st t i m e . The f in a l  even t of the m e e t i n g  w a s  a 
lu n ch eon  at w h ich  D r .  R o b e r t s ,  as ou tgoing  p r e s i 
dent, gave  the p r in c ip le  a d d r e s s .

A n  im p o rta n t  event during  the y e a r  w as c o m 
m e m o r a t e d  with a c e r e m o n y  c o s p o n s o r e d  by  the 
S o c ie t y  and T e n n e s s e e  V a l le y  G e n e a lo g ic a l  S o c ie t y ,  
in c o o p e r a t i o n  with the M a d ison  C ounty  c o u r th o u s e

16



on A u gu st  2 , 1969, to  h o n o r  d e s c e n d a n ts  of the f o r t y -  
fo u r  d e le g a te s  w h o  h a d  s ig n e d  the C on st itu t ion  in 
H u n t s v i l l e  e x a c t ly  150 y e a r s  b e f o r e .  M r s .  F is k  
s e r v e d  as g e n e r a l  c h a ir m a n  and M r s .  G i l l ia m ,  as 
r e c o g n i t io n s  c h a ir m a n .  M r s .  V .  W . H a m n e r ,  J r . ,  
w ho u n d e r to o k  the task  of lo ca t in g  d e s ce n d a n ts  of the 
s i g n e r s ,  s u c c e e d e d  in f ind ing  the a d d r e s s e s  of 623 
d e s c e n d a n ts ,  to  w h o m  s p e c ia l ly  p r in te d  inv itations  
w e r e  m a i le d .  A lth ou gh  they  l iv e d  in m an y  p a rts  of 
A l a b a m a  a n d  i n  o t h e r  s ta te s ,  224 d e sce n d a n ts  
a ttended the p r o g r a m .  E a ch  h on or  g u est  was g iven  
a badge  in s c r ib e d  with h is  n a m e  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  
a n c e s t o r  w ho s ig n e d  the C o n s t itu t io n .  In the m a in  
lo b b y  they  v ie w e d  the C on st itu t ion  and lo c a te d  the 
n a m e s  of th e ir  a n c e s t o r s .

T he p r o g r a m ,  h e ld  on the s e c o n d  s ta ir  landing 
with the h i s t o r i c a l  m u r a l  as a m e a n in g fu l  b a c k d r o p ,  
b eg a n  with a c o l o r f u l  f la g  c e r e m o n y .  D r .  M c K is s a c k  
p r e s id e d  and in t r o d u c e d  U nited  S tates  S en ator  John 
S p a rk m a n , w ho in turn p r e s e n t e d  the g u est  sp e a k e r ,  
R ic h a r d  W a lk e r  B o l l in g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  f r o m  
the F ifth  C o n g r e s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t  of M i s s o u r i ,  and a 
G r e a t - g r e a t  g r a n d s o n  o f  John W i l l ia m s  W a l k e r , 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  the C o n s t itu t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n .  The 
n a m e s  of the f o r t y - f o u r  s ig n e r s  w e r e  re a d  by  Senator  
S parkm an  f r o m  a s c r o l l  p r e p a r e d  by  M r s .  G i l l ia m .  
A s  e a c h  s i g n e r 's  n a m e  w as  c a l l e d  h is  d e sce n d a n ts  
w e r e  a sk e d  to  s ta n d .  9

" A la b a m a  D a y , "  D e c e m b e r  14, 1969, the 150th 
a n n iv e r s a r y  of the day A la b a m a  e n te r e d  the U nion , 
w as the la s t  im p o r ta n t  h i s t o r i c a l  even t  to  be  c e l e 
b r a te d  du rin g  the y e a r .  T h e  S o c ie ty  and the M a d ison  
C ou n ty  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  C o m m it t e e  c o - s p o n s o r e d  an 
o b s e r v a n c e  of the day  at the c o u r th o u s e  at 2 :30 p . m .  
P h i l ip  M . M a s o n ,  c h a ir m a n  of the S e sq u ic e n te n n ia l  
C o m m it t e e ,  s e r v e d  as c h a ir m a n  f o r  the A l a b a m a
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D ay P r o g r a m .  O th e rs  on the p r o g r a m  c o m m it t e e  
w e r e  E lb e r t  L .  W a ts o n ,  M r s .  W ayne L .  S m ith , D r .  
M c K i s s a c k  and M r s . G i l l i a m .  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
R e c o r d  w as m a s te r  of c e r e m o n i e s .

The p r o g r a m  began  with the p r e s e n t a t i o n  by 
E x p lo r e r  P o s t  303 o f  a la r g e  tw e n ty -o n e  star  United 
States f lag  s p e c ia l ly  h a n d -m a d e  fo r  the o c c a s i o n  by 
M r s .  Smith. F o l lo w in g  the flag  c e r e m o n y ,  a p r o 
g r a m  o f  p a t r i o t i c  s o n g s  w a s  p r e s e n te d  by  the 
M a d r i g a l  S in gers  o f  B utler  High S ch oo l.  United 
States Senator J a m e s  B. A llen , who w as e le c t e d  to 
the Senate e x a c t ly  150 y e a r s  a fte r  the s t a te 's  f i r s t  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e ,  gave the c o m m e m o r a 
t iv e  a d d r e s s .  Speaking o f  s o m e  o f  the h igh ligh ts  o f  
A la b a m a 's  d r a m a t ic  past ,  he sa id  that the in t r o d u c 
tion  o f  the r e s o lu t io n  o f  sta teh ood  fo r  the T e r r i t o r y  
o f  A la b a m a  w as am on g  the f i r s t  b u s in e s s  to be  c o n 
du cted  in the new  Senate c h a m b e r s  on  D e c e m b e r  6,
1819.

O ther fe a tu r e s  o f  the p r o g r a m  in c lu d ed  a s t i r r in g  
re n d it io n  by the D ru m  and B ugle  C o r p s  o f  Sparkm an  
H igh S ch oo l .  The s to r y  o f  the tw e n ty -tw o  star  f lag  
w as  to ld  by R am on a  Sharpe o f  B u c k h o r n  High S ch oo l .  
Dawn A lb e r g  o f  R andolph  S ch oo l gave the A la b a m a  
R e s o lu t io n  o f  A d m is s io n .  E x p lo r e r  P o s t  303, then 
r e t i r e d  the tw e n ty -o n e  star  f la g  and p r e s e n te d  the 
tw e n ty -tw o  star  f la g ,  w h ich  in c lu d ed  the s t a r  f o r  
A la b a m a .1 0  Dr. M c K is s a c k  a w a rd ed  to M r s .  F isk ,  
o u t - g o i n g  p r e s id e n t  o f  the S o c ie ty ,  a p laque  in h on or  
o i  h er  s e r v i c e s  to the g rou p  and h er  w o rk  with the 
S esqu icen ten n ia l .  To c l o s e  the p r o g r a m ,  T h o m a se n a  
M o r r i s ,  o f  B u ck h orn  High S ch oo l ,  led  the sing ing  o f  
the "S ta r  Spangled B an n er ."

F o l lo w in g  the p r o g r a m  a b r i e f  b u s in e s s  m e e t in g  
w as held  and o f f i c e r s  fo r  1970-71 w e r e  e l e c t e d :  
P r e s id e n t ,  D r. W i l l ia m  M c K is s a c k ;  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,
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J a m e s  R e c o r d ;  R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  R oy  E. 
B la ir ;  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  Wayne L. 
Sm ith a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,  M is  s K ath leen  Johnston. 
E lb e r t  W a tson  w as  e l e c t e d  to a th re e  y e a r  t e r m  as 
D ir e c t o r  and D r. H e r b e r t  L,. H ughes w as r e - e l e c t e d  
D ir e c t o r .

Under t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  D r. W. M. 
M c K is s a c k ,  the S o c ie ty  has continued  to m ake  s u b 
stantia l p r o g r e s s .  The n u m b e r  o f  m e e t i n g s  h a s  
in c r e a s e d  f r o m  fo u r  to  s ix  e a ch  y e a r .  One o f  the 
m o s t  im p o rta n t  p r o j e c t s  is  the p u b l ica t io n  o f  our 
h i s t o r i c a l  q u a te r ly  "H u n tsv i l le  H is t o r i c a l  R e v ie w "  
with M r. W atson  as e d i to r .

When the N ation a l P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  u nder the a u s 
p i c e s  o f  the N ation a l R e g is t e r  o f  H is t o r i c  P la c e s ,  
d es ig n a ted  H u n ts v i l le 's  o ld  M e m p h is  and C h a r le s to n  
R a i lr o a d  C om p a n y  p a s s e n g e r  d e p o t  a s  a national 
h i s t o r i c  la n d m a r k  on S e p te m b e r  10, 1971, it gave 
fu r th er  c r e d i t  to the S o c ie ty  in that tw o o f  its  m e m 
b e r s ,  M r s .  G i l l ia m  and John M a r tz ,  p r e p a r e d  the 
p a p e r s  f o r  the n om in a t ion .

At this t im e  the S o c ie ty  has g ro w n  to 265 a c t iv e  
m e m b e r s .  M u ch  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b een  done, m any 
in te re s t in g  p a p e r s  g iven , and ou r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c 
tion  has g ro w n . We have c o o p e r a t e d  w ith  the c ity  
and state in h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n ts .  We have en la rg ed  
ou r  k n ow led g e  o f  the r i c h  h e r ita g e  o f  this a r e a ,  and 
a id ed  in its p r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s .  
M ay we continue  to g r o w  and expand during  the c o m 
ing y e a r s .

19



N a m e s  o f  p e o p le  who attended the f i r s t  m e e t in g  
o f  M a d is o n  County H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  N o v e m b e r  
18, 1951.

M r s .  D. C. A d a m s
M r s .  C. H. R u s s e l l
M r .  & M r s .  C la r e n c e  Watts
M r .  & M r s .  Joe Fait
M r . & M r s .  H enry  B. C hase
M r . & M r s .  T. P. Gates
M r s .  R. J. L ow e
M r. C h a r l ie  L y le
M r s .  E l iz a b e th  B e a m g u a rd
M r s .  Joe  E. C o o p e r
M r s .  E u gen e  G ill
M is s  M a ry  Irby  M astin
M r . & M r s .  Josh  K e lly
M r .  & M r s .  R e e s e  A m is
M r s .  R a p h a e l  S em m en s
M r . & M r s .  F r e d e r i c  H e id e lberg

M r s .  J a m es  T . W atts 
M r s .  V a s s a r  L. A l le n  
M is s  H e l e n  P e t t y  
M is s  D oro th y  Sandlin 
M r . J a m e s  W a d e  
H a rr y  M. R hett, Jr. 
M is s  F r a n c e s  R oberts  
M is s  F r a n c e s  Jones 
M r . R o b e r t  K. B e l l  
Judge Thom as W. Jones 
M r . J a m e s  R e c o r d  
M r .  C. C. M o n r o e  
Mr ,  A l v i n  D r e g e r  
M r .  J osep h  L. A sk in s  
M r .  R o y  L. S t o n e  
r g
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1The Chase home was erected in 1848 and was at various 
tim es occupied by the W illiam  M cD ow ells, M ary C. Levert, 
and M rs. Daniel Colem an fa m ilies . The home is presently  
owned by M r. & M rs, Joe Fait.

2Rucker Agee to F rances R oberts, N ovem ber, 1951.

3Allan Rushton to R oberts, N ovem ber, 1951.

4A ll of the officers had been reelected at the D ecem ber, 
1962, m eeting.

5M em bers of this com m ittee were Judge Jones, M r. Chase, 
D r. Roberts, M rs . Rosborough and Edwin Burwell.

6 This tribute was printed, fram ed, and hung in the probate 
office and the library . A copy of this m em orial was later given 
to M rs . Jones.

7In 1970, the Am erican Association  for State and Local 
H istory honored the Society with a national award for the p ro 
duction of the m ap. This commendation has been fram ed and 
placed in the Huntsville Heritage Room of the Huntsville Public 
L ibrary.

8 This building, a lso  used as a theater, was rem oved in 1821 
and replaced with a new theater, which burned before it opened.

9 This program  coincided with the issuance in Huntsville of 
the U. S. s ix  cent postage stamp honoring 150 years of Alabama 
Statehood. Many honor guests who attended the stamp cerem ony  
in the morning and the luncheon, honoring Postm aster General 
Winton Blount, were escorted  by C om m ission er Record in a 
m otorcade to the c o u r t h o u s e  f o r  the afternoon's h istorical 
observance.

10The Twenty-Tw o Star Flag was handmade for the o c 
casion by M rs . G illiam .
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HENRY B.  C H A S E :  
A MAN FOR A L L  AGES

B y  F R A N C E S  R O B E R T S

A s  I sat in m y  b e d r o o m  this m o r n in g  o v e r lo o k in g  
the b ea u t i fu l  g l i t te r in g ,  o ra n g e  m a p le  t r e e s ,  I r e 
m e m b e r e d  what M r .  H en ry  had sa id  one t im e  -  "the  
ro a d  to h e l l  is  paved  with g ood  in ten t ion s ."  It had 
b een  m y  in ten tion  to c o n s t r u c t  this p a p e r  and g iv e  it 
to D r .  M c K is s a c k  who in s is te d  that in two w e e k s  we 
co u ld  put it in the " R e v i e w "  and hand it to y ou  t o d a y .  
But, m ix e d  and m in g le d  w ith  o th e r  things that have 
to be done I c o n s t a n t l y  thought about M r . H en ry  
C h a se .  I c o l l e c t e d  m y  n o tes  and y e s t e r d a y  on the 
w ay  b a c k  f r o m  an E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  m e e t in g  in 
B ir m in g h a m  o f  the A la ba m a  A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e  I 
w r o te  th is  p a p e r .  T h is  is  not a h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t . 
A s  su ch  I w i l l  c o n v e r t  it to  the l i fe  o f  M r .  H en ry  
C h a se  and g ive  it to M r . W atson  in due t im e .  B u t ,  
as I lo o k e d  th rou gh  and saw  the b lue sky th is  m o r n 
ing and the b eau tifu l  m a p le  l e a v e s ,  m y  m in d  w ent 
b a c k  to m a n y  in ter  e sting a s  s o c i a t i o n s  w ith  M r  . 
H en ry  C h a se .

H en ry  B. C h a se ,  1870-1961, w as a m an  fo r  a l l  
a g e s .  The l i fe  o f  M r . H en ry  B. C hase  e x e m p l i f i e s  
the b e s t  t r a it s  to be found in u n iv e r s a l  m an . He w as 
a m an  f o r  a l l  a g e s  in a l l  s e a s o n s  o f  h is  l i f e .  Had he 
l iv e d  in a n c ien t  t im e s ,  he w ould  have a p p r e c ia te d  
the e th ic a l  id ea s  o f  S c o r a te s ,  the e m p i r i c a l  a p p r o a c h  
to le a rn in g  o f  A r is t o t l e ,  the s t o i c i s m  o f  C i c e r o ,  and 
the hum an and d iv in e  lo v e  o f  Jesus  C h r is t .  If he had 
l iv e d  in the M idd le  A g e s ,  he w ould  have u n d e r s to o d  
the b len d in g  o f  fa ith  and r e a s o n  in the w r it in g s  o f
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T h o m a s  A q u in a s ,  the s e l f l e s s  s e r v i c e  o f  Saint 
F r a n c is  o f  A s s i s s i ,  the s c i e n t i f i c  v ie w s  o f  R o g e r  
B a k e r ,  and the ju st  p r i c e  t h e o r y  o f  the R om an  
C a th o l ic  C h u rch  as a gu ide to  a l l  e c o n o m i c  e n d e a v 
o r s .

Had he lived  at the dawn of the m od ern  w orld , he 
might have been at hom e on one o f  the ships which 
brought his a n ce s to rs  to the ro ck y  sh ores  of Maine 
in 1639. Had he lived  d u r i n g  the y e a rs  when the 
Colon ies  won their  independence f r o m  the m other 
c o u n t r y ,  he might w ell  have knelt in p rayer  with 
W a s h i n g t o n  at V a lley  F o rg e ,  or  con versed  with 
Thom as J e f fe rso n  on the m eaning o f  the D eclaration  
o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  as w e ll  as pursuing the latest  
sc ien tif ic  knowledge in the f ie ld  o f  horticu lture . O r ,  
he might have been on an expedition  with the ear ly  
b o t a n i s t s  to identify the native plant life  o f  the 
w estern  fro n tie r .  Had he l ived  in the ear ly  part o f  
the n i n e t e e n t h  century, he might have fo llow ed  
P a r k m  a n on the O regon  T r a i l  to the b e a u t i f u l  
W yoming V a lley . Or, he might have p assed  the south 
pass and gone into the great  S acram ento  Valley o f  
Ca liforn ia .

Since Henry Chase was b orn  in the last half o f  
the nineteenth century, he ch ose  to bring his p i o 
neer  ing sp ir it  to the New South in 1889. After spend
ing two y e a rs  in the g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s  with his 
b ro th ers  in H ickory , North C arolina , he cam e to 
Huntsville at the age o f  nineteen. Even at this ear ly  
age he was m ature in his judgem ent, sound in his 
bu s in ess  p r a c t i c e s ,  fa r  sighted in his v iew  o f  the 
future developm ent o f  the n u rs e ry  business  in the 
T en n essee  V a lley .

At the beg in n in g  o f  his c a r e e r  as a n u r s e r y m a n ,  
H en ry  C h ase  w as a m e m b e r  o f  a fou r  m an t e a m  o f  
b r o t h e r s ,  H e r b e r t  and C h a r le s ,  and his y o u n g e r
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b r o t h e r  R o b e r t .  F r o m  1889 to  1906 th e se  you n g  m e n  
d e v e lo p e d  a f lo u r is h in g  n u r s e r y  u nder the tu te lag e  o f  
th e ir  c o u s i n s  L ou is  and E t h a n  A l le n  C h a s e  o f  
R o c h e s t e r ,  N ew  Y o r k ,  who had o p e ra te d  the n a t io n 
a l ly  know n f i r m  the New E ngland N u r s e r ie s  s in c e  
1869. In it ia l ly  th e se  tw o m e n  p r o v id e d  the n e c e s s a r y  
ca p ita l  in v e s tm e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  the A la b a m a  N u r s e r y  
C om p a n y ,  w h ich  w as lo c a te d  ju st  n o r th  o f  G la d ston e  
n e a r  the s ite  o f  the f i r s t  M a d is o n  C ounty n u r s e r y  
c o m p a n y .  The t it le  o f  that co m p a n y  w as the H u n ts 
v i l l e  N u r s e r ie s .

A f t e r  a p e r io d  o f  y e a r s  this co m p a n y  w as  r e o r 
g a n iz e d  in 1906 as C hase  N u r s e r y ,  and m o v e d  to its  
o r ig in a l  l o c a t io n  b e c a u s e  o f  its  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to r a i l 
r o a d  l in e s  and the beau tifu l,  r i c h  l o a m  s o i l .1  The 
b r o t h e r s  p u r c h a s e d  in the n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  1 ,000  
a c r e s  in th is  v ic in ity .  Old r e c o r d s  show  that p a r t  o f  
th is  p r o p e r t y  is  the s ix teen th  s e c t io n  o f  land in  that 
p a r t i c u la r  tow n sh ip  and w as  o r ig in a l ly  d e s ig n a te d  f o r  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l s .  In a study o f  the in it ia l  r e q u e s t  fo r  
land pur c h a s e d  in th is  a r e a  m a d e  by  the p i o n e e r s  who 
w e r e  h e r e  in 1808, m o r e  than ten  p e t i t i o n s  went 
f o r w a r d  to s e c u r e  that p a r t ic u la r  p ie c e  o f  land . T h is  
in d ic a t e s ,  I think, how  v e r y  m u ch  the e a r ly  p io n e e r s  
a p p r e c i a t e d  the w o rth  o f  the land on w h ich  C h a se  
N u r s e r y  is  lo c a te d .

At th is  t im e  -  that is  in 1906 -  the b u s in e s s  w as  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  and H enry  C h ase  w as m a d e  p r e s id e n t  
o f  the c o m p a n y .  A l l  h is  b r o t h e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  in v o lv e d  
but he  to o k  the m o s t  a c t iv e  p a rt  in it a lon g  w ith  his 
y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  R o b e r t .  He held  the p o s i t io n  o f  
p r e s id e n t  fo r  a lm o s t  f i fty  y e a r s  until  he r e t i r e d .  I 
r e m e m b e r  the y e a r  he r e t i r e d .  He to ld  m e  he 
bought a n ew  c a r .  T h is  w as age  e ig h t y - f iv e ,  I th in k , 
o r  th e re  about, and he sa id  he w as go ing  to M aine to 
v i s i t  h is  r e la t iv e s  and f r ie n d s ,  and then he w as  g o -
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.ng to W ash ington  and v is i t  h is  k in fo lk s  and then to 
C a l i fo r n ia .  He lo v e d  to  t r a v e l  and he fe lt  that now  
that he w as  go in g  to r e t i r e  he co u ld  r e a l ly  b e c o m e  
a c t i v e  in s o m e  o f  th o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  l i fe  that he 
e n jo y e d .  He had b e e n  p inned  dow n to a d e sk  a b it 
lon g  and n ow  he w as on the ro a d  to  t r a v e l  again .

The s u c c e s s  o f  the C h a se  N u r s e r y ,  r e f l e c t s  the 
p h i lo s o p h y  o f  H en ry  C h a se ,  h is  b r o t h e r s ,  and the 
k ey  m e n  su ch  as C h a r le s  O. Roth, w h o m  he c h o s e  to 
w o r k  w ith  h im  in  d e v e l o p i n g  a n u r s e r y  to s e r v e  
w o r ld  w id e  c u s t o m e r  s as  w e l l  as  h is  ow n e m p lo y e e s  . 
T he  fa c t  that H en ry  C h a se  s p e c ia l i z e d  in o rn a m e n ta l  
sh ru bs  and w as p a r t i c u la r ly  p a r t ia l  to d o g w o o d  w as 
n ot  a h a p p e n s ta n ce .  H en ry  C h a se  lo v e d  the beauty  
o f  G o d 's  w o r ld  and he w anted  m an k in d  not on ly  to be 
a w a re  o f  it but to l o v e  and a p p r e c ia t e  it as  he d id .  
T o  h im  the n u r s e r y  b u s in e s s  w as an in stitu tion  - an 
institu tion  that h e lp ed  to d e e p e n  m a n 's  s e n se  o f  the 
d iv in e  s p ir i t  that w a s  a l l  a r o u n d  h im . And y e t ,  
H en ry  C h a se  w as a p r a c t i c a l  m an . Let h is  w o r d s  
spea k  f o r  a m o m e n t .  F o r  in s ta n c e  on the F ift ie th  
A n n iv e r s a r y  o f  the founding o f  C h a se  N u r s e r y ,  he 
w r o te ,  and I quote  f r o m  his  p r e s id e n t 's  m e s s a g e  to 
h is  fa ith fu l c u s t o m e r s  and e m p l o y e e s .  I think f r o m  
h is  own w o r d s  w e ca n  se e  H en ry  C h a se  in a w ay that 
w e w ou ld  l ik e  to r e m e m b e r  h im , as  a s u c c e s s f u l  
b u s in e s s  m an  in th is  c o m m u n ity :

"W e  ju st  d id n 't  r e a l i z e  f i f ty  y e a r s  had p a s s e d  
s in c e  w e the C h a s e s ,  fo u r  b r o t h e r s  o f  u s ,  c a m e  to 
A la b a m a  to en te r  the n u r s e r y  b u s in e s s .  H alf a c e n 
t u r y !  T h ey  have  not  a l l  b e e n  r o s y  and e a s y  y e a r s  
but on a w h o le  they  have b e e n  p r o g r e s s i v e  and happy 
y e a r s .  We ca n 't  f o r g e t  h ard  y e a r s ,  though v ie w e d  
f r o m  this d is ta n ce  they  do  n ot  s e e m  so  hard  as they  
d id  at the t im e .  We r e m e m b e r  f o r  in s ta n ce  the y e a r  
w hen we lo s t ,  by  f i r e  in the n ight, ou r  b a rn  and a l l
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the m u le s ,  w a g on s ,  fe e d  and so fo r th .  A m ig h ty  jo lt  
to ou r  le a n  bank a cco u n t  and that y e a r  w hen the late  
s p r in g  f r o s t  in one  night ca u se d  a l o s s  fa r  in e x c e s s  
o f  o u r  in v e s te d  ca p ita l.  T h e r e  w e r e  o f  c o u r s e ,  d r y  
y e a r s ,  w et  y e a r s  and y e a r s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  but a l l  
have  b e e n  m o r e  than o f f s e t  by the g ood  y e a r s .  And 
thou gh  w e  have b een  o ften  dow n and w ith  the count 
p e r h a p s  o f  s ix  to e ight, it n e v e r  r e a c h e d  ten  and fo r  
th is  w e a r e  v e r y  g ra te fu l .

" T h r o u g h  the g ood  and bad y e a r s  the lo y a lty  o f  
o u r  e m p l o y e e s  w i l l  e v e r  be  r e m e m b e r e d .  T h e r e  
w as  ju s t  one  p a y d a y  in the e n t ire  t im e  w hen w e co u ld  
not get  c a s h  enough  fo r  the p a y r o l l  and that w as 
A u gu st  11, 1893, at the s tart  o f  that f in a n c ia l  p a n i c .  
That la p s e d  p a y r o l l  w as m et  two w e e k s  la te r  and the 
on ly  q u e s t io n  r a i s e d  by  any o f  the f o r c e  w hen  the la c k  
o f  c a s h  w as announced  w as 'b o s s  can  w e eat out o f  
c o m m i s s a r y ? ' L u ck ily  th e r e  w as a m p le  s t o c k  on 
hand and none  went hungry .

" L o o k in g  b a c k  o v e r  f i fty  y e a r s  w e note  so  m an y  
ch a n g e s  in m e th o d s  and equ ip m en t .  D uring  ou r  f i r s t  
f iv e  o r  s ix  y e a r s  we thought a te le p h o n e  an e x c e s s i v e  
lu x u r y  at the plant and w ould  not c o n s id e r  it. D id n 't  
n e e d  it b e c a u s e  w e had a y e l lo w  m ustang  to r id e  dow n 
to tow n  and to do the e r r a n d s .  It w as long  a f t e r  that 
w e f in a l ly  d e c id e d  that a te lep h on e  m igh t h e lp  and 
to o k  on e  on a m o n th 's  t r ia l .  Then  the a u t o m o b i l e ,  
t r u c k s  and t r a c t o r s  c a m e  a long .

"In  th o s e  o ld  days  we u se d  a sh in g le  w h ic h  had 
b e e n  p lan n ed  fo r  the p u r p o s e  on  w h ich  to w r i te  up 
d igg in g  o r d e r s  fo r  the f ie ld  f o r e m a n  and r e g a r d e d  
the s h i n g l e  s y s t e m  as the la s t  w o r d  in n u r s e r y  
p r a c t i c e .  What a r e v o lu t io n  w hen the m u l t i - o r d e r -  
s y s t e m ,  d igg in g  l i s t ,  s e l l e r  l i s t ,  p a ck in g  o r d e r  l i s t ,  
a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  and o f f i c e  r e c o r d  a l l  ty p e w r it te n  
at one t im e  c a m e  into u se  with u s .  And w hen  the
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F i r s t  p r e s id e n t  of the H u n tsv i l le  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y .
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i m p r o v e d  im p le m e n ts  that we had se e n  c a m e  on  su ch  
a s  the o p e n e r s ,  the p la n te r s ,  the d ig g e r s ,  the d eep
t i l l e r s ,  the c u l t i - p a c k e r s ,  the t r a c t o r  c u l t iv a t o r s  
and s o  fo r th .  It w as w ith in  the p a st  f i f ty  y e a r s  that 
t h o s e  a stou n d in g  d i s c o v e r i e s  have b e e n  p e r f e c t e d  
and a d ap ted  to m a n 's  u s e .  The a u t o m o b i l e ,  the 
w i r e l e s s ,  the ra d io  and the a irp la n e ,  t e l e v i s i o n  ju s t  
a ro u n d  the c o r n e r ,  and what an age  in w h ich  to  l iv e  
and n o w  the w o r d  o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  fo r  th o se  b ro th e rs  
w ho d id  so  m u ch  to la y  the r ig h t  fou n d ation  f o r  this 
b u s i n e s s .

" F i r s t  to  H e r b e r t  the o ld e s t  who p i o n e e r e d  in 
s e l l in g  the n u r s e r y  s to c k  by s a m p le .  F o r  a s a m p le  
c a s e  he u s e d  a whip c a s e .  B la ck ,  po in ted  top , heavy- 
l e a th e r  c a s e ,  u sed  as a whip d r u m m e r  in th o se  
h o r s e  and buggy  days p a ck e d  w ith  s a m p le s  o f  C h a s e ,  
A la b a m a ,  g ro w n  fru it  t r e e s ,  none  b e t t e r .  He m a d e  
the r o u n d s  o f  the n u r s e r y  tra d e  o f  the United States. 
P a r t i c u l a r l y  a r o u n d  the m id d le  w e s t  by t ra in ,  o f  
c o u r s e  ch e c k in g  the whip c a s e  f r o m  tow n to  tow n 
and to  th is  day he is  r e f e r r e d  to by  m a n y  o f  the o ld  
c u s t o m e r s  as 'H e r b e r t  the m an  w ith  the w hip  c a s e . ' 
H e r b e r t  a lw a y s  i n s i s t e d  the s a m p l e  had to be  a 
l i t t le  a b o v e  the a v e r a g e .  That a doubtfu l t r e e  w as 
d e c o r  and to ld  g a r d e n e r s  'w hen  in doubt, put it in 
the l o w e r  g r a d e s . ' He d e s ig n e d  the round t r e e  gauge 
n ow  u s e d  by so  m any g r o w e r s  o f  fru it  t r e e s  and 
s e e d l in g s .

"A n d  then c a m e  C h a r l e s ,  f iv e  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  
than H e r b e r t ;  by in s t in ct  a m e r c h a n t  ra th e r  than a 
n u r s e r y m a n .  A fte r  a y e a r  at C h ase  b r o t h e r s  o f f i c e  
in R o c h e s t e r  he op en ed  o u r  f i r s t  o f f i c e  in H u n tsv ille  
in D e c e m b e r  o f  1889 and s ta rted  to bu ild  up a f o r c e  
o f  h o u se  to h ou se  c a n v a s s e s .  He w o r k e d  day and 
n ight o r g a n iz in g  a f o r c e  n u m b e re d  at t im e s  o f  150 
m en . Sold  a b ig  r e t a i l  d e l iv e r y  f o r  the fa l l  o f  1890.
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Struck a low  p r ic e  cotton y ea r  with p oor  co l le c t io n s  
and just about went b rok e .  It was a d iscourag ing  
start. He hung on, continued to m a ste r  the agency 
and d e a le rs  d e p a r t m e n t  until such  a tim e as we 
began p r o d u c i n g  n u rs e ry  stock  at a w holesa le  
m arket.

"And then, five  y e a rs  younger  than I cam e Rob 
our be loved  s e c r e t a r y  and t r e a s u r e r .  He passed  
away just a few  w eeks ago . June, the 8th, in fact, 
1939, age 63. It is d iff icu lt  to w rite  o f  h im  - he was 
so recen tly  one o f  us, aiding, d irect in g , co u n c il in g ,  
m aybe cu ssing  on o c c a s io n ,  but a lw ays helping. He 
was so keenly  a live  to the a ct iv it ie s  throughout the 
n u rse ry  b u s i n e s s ,  his v is io n  was broad  and his 
judgement was sound. A s a boy  counting t rees  on 
the n u rse ry  row  by the five  ta lly  plan, one grade at 
a tim e, he a lw ays a t t a c h e d  som e b ic y c le  s p e e d 
o m e te rs  to his h a n d l e b a r  and evolved  the tree  
counter, r e c o rd in g  a c cu ra te ly  a ll grades  in one tr ip  
down the row , around the bend, a s y s te m  which is 
now in gen era l  use . He used his own thinking, stood 
on his own two feet, was a man o f  strong  co n v ic t io n .  
He ex tracted  a lot o f  fun f r o m  life  as he went a lo n g , 
giving l ib e r a l ly  o f  h im s e l f  and o f  his m eans. Tru ly  
we shall f o r e v e r  m iss  him.

"And to you  our ap p recia ted  cu s to m e r s ,  many o f  
w hom  we have s e rv e d  fo r  a lm ost  fifty y e a rs ,  we are  
truly gratefu l. It is  your continued faith and in terest  
that m akes p o ss ib le  the Fiftieth  A n n iversary .  It is 
our s i n c e r e  d e s ir e  that the hopes m ay c a r r y  this 
com pany f o r w a r d  to s e r v e  you for  another fifty 
y e a r s .  S in cere ly  yo u rs ,  H enry B. Chase, P r e s i 
dent."

A s h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  his younger b ro th e r ,  I 
caught the fee lin g  o f  c o m p a r is io n  there . "He did 
his own thinking, he stood  on his own two feet, he
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was a man of strong convict ion . He extracted  a lot 
o f  fun out o f  life  as he went along, gave l ib e r a l ly  of 
his m eans and h im s e l f "  - and so did Henry Chase.

And as we look  on we find that Henry Chase was 
not just a good b u s i n e s  s man. He was an a p p r e 
ciated  m e m b e r  o f  a fam ily  in this hom e and other 
hom es . In 1900, and you w ill  note as soon as he was 
f inancia lly  able to m anage it, he returned to H ick ory , 
North C a r o l i n a ,  to m a r r y  his f ir s t  love , Annie 
Stewart, his life  long partner, fr iend  and loving w ife . 
This long and devoted life  together has contributed  
m e m b e r s  to the c iv ic  life  of Huntsville who are  w e ll  
known to m ost  o f  us here p resen t ,  today. He was 
a lso  a d e v o t e d  father and friend, not to his own 
ch ild ren  s ince  he had no surviving h e irs ,  but to his 
n ie c e s  and nephews as w ell as a ll o f  the young peop le  
here  in Huntsville. I r e m e m b e r  M r. Henry te lling  
m e one day how p leased  he was that he re t ire d .  He 
was glad to know that R o b e r t 's  son, Henry H o m e r ,  
and C harlie  R oth 's  son, Charlie  Jr. would continue 
to operate  the n u rsery  in the fam ily  tradition.

H enry Chase was a C h r i s t i a n  g e n t l e m a n .  
Throughout his life  he extended his love  o f  fam ily  
and fr ien ds  to a ll mankind. Yet he was w illing to 
judge the fra i lt ie s  o f  m en and to take stands within 
the fra m e w o r k  o f  his own concept o f  Christian  e th i
ca l  standards . When he felt that he could s e rv e  his 
com m u nity  in the r e a lm  of p o l it ica l  a ffa irs  he did so 
with the sam e zest, enthusiasm , and fortitude that 
he had exhibited in the conduct o f  his own bu s in ess  
l i fe .  When Huntsville went through a rather trying 
per iod  o f  changing city governm ents  f r o m  the c o m 
m is s io n  plan, w hich lasted  for  about s ix  y e a r s ,  
back  to the Huntsville Town C ouncil plan, Henry 
Chase ran for  and was e lec ted  cha irm an  or  p r e s i 
dent of the City C ouncil and serv ed  in this capacity
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fo r  two y e a r s .  He translated  his lead ersh ip  among 
his b ro th ers  and his a s s o c ia te s  to c ity  governm ent 
and the m e t icu lo u sn e ss  o f  adequate business  o p e r a 
tions to the r e a lm  of c ity  governm ent. And in 1918 
he was e le c ted  m ayor  o f  Huntsville fo r  two yea rs  
and he set a rem a rk a b le  p reced en t  in that he would 
not r e c e iv e  his pay. And in his own w ords  he said : 
" I  make a liv ing, why should I take the taxes to pay 
m y way in l i fe  when i t 's  a lread y  p rov id ed  f o r ?  We 
should give this back  to the c ity  to p rov id e  s e rv ic e s  
w hich individual peop le  can not p rov id e  for  th em 
se lv e s ."

In 1920 after his t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  was finished he 
continued to s e rv e  on m any appointed boards  in the 
city  o f  Huntsville. F or  a long p e r io d  o f  yea rs  he 
served  on the City B oard  o f  Education. He served  on 
a num ber o f  state c o m m is s io n s  including the Board 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and Industries. He was a p r o f e s 
sional n u rsery m a n  and se rv e d  f r o m  tim e to tim e in 
a ll  the variou s  n u r s e r y  organ izations  both sta te , 
reg iona l,  and national. It was on the o c c a s io n  of the 
Southern N u rse ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  m eeting  here  in 
Huntsville that they p r e p a r e d  the bulletin on the 
Fiftieth A n n iversa ry  o f  Chase N u rsery ,  which h e  
c o n v e n i e n t l y  gave out to a ll  o f  his friends and 
attendants.

In looking o v e r  the r e c o r d s  of com m unity  l i fe ,  I 
find his nam e a s s o c i a t e d  with p ra c t ica l ly  every  
organ ization  that has as its goal com m unity  d e v e lo p 
m ent, expansion  and fu lfillm ent. He was a Rotarian 
who l ived  by the R ota r ia n 's  honor cod e .  He was one 
o f  its ch arter  m e m b e r s  and serv ed  as an active  
m e m b e r  m o st  o f  his l i fe .  His attendance r e c o r d  
would p robab ly  r iva l  any other Rotarian  in the h i s 
tory  o f  the organ ization . You w ill  find the nam es o f  
M r. and M rs .  Henry Chase a s so c ia te d  with p r a c t i 
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ca lly  e v e r y  asp ect  o f  com m unity  l i fe ,  p a rt icu la r ly  in 
the r e a lm  of the l ib ra ry  as M rs .  R u sse l l  has m e n 
tioned. They a lso  appear in the r e a lm  o f  the gar -  
den clubs , the beautification  of Huntsville.

We are  in his hom e this a f t e r n o o n ,  a hom e 
w hich he p urchased  in 1925 and re s to re d ,  deve loped  
and opened his b e a u t i f u l  gardens to a ll those  who 
w ished  to com e  and share their  beauty with h im . I 
r e m e m b e r  on a s tro l l  in h e re  one afternoon  he p a r a 
ph rased  a little p oem  fam iliar  to both o f  us and he 
sa id : " A  garden is a l o v e s o m e  thing, God wot, 
fr in ged  pool,  fern  grot. A varied  s ch o o l  o f  p e a c e ,  
and yet the fo o l  contends that God is not. Not God in 
an evening in a garden when the eve is  c o o l ?  N ay , 
but I have a sign 'tis ve ry  sure God walks in m ine ." 
And as I v is it  that garden f r o m  tim e to t im e his 
w o rd s  always com e  back  to. m e.

He w orked  to help beautify the parks o f  Hunts
v il le  that w ere  m o re  or  le s s  public and open such  as 
the s idew alks , or  the tr ian g les ,  or the m id  sect ion  in 
the four  lane h i g h w a y s .  He helped w ork  with the 
garden  clubs and the City C ouncil and a ll the va r iou s  
asp e cts  of the city governm ent to help m ake Hunts
v il le  the dogw ood city it has b e c o m e .  And he loved  
e v e r y  one o f  those dogw ood t r e e s .  Some y e a rs  ago 
I was driv ing  down Adams Avenue and I saw this 
c re w  propping up a v e ry  beautiful dogw ood tre e .  It 
is  now in the Sparkman yard . That was the hom e o f  
M r s .  J im m y Lou C ooper  as you  r e m e m b e r .  That 
was one o f  M r. C h ase 's  p r ize  dogw oods and Henry 
H om er and his c re w  w ere  busily  getting the tree  
back  on its roo ts  p ro p e r ly .  It had blown o ver  in a 
wind s torm . It is still  there  and as you go out this 
a fternoon  you might apprecia te  one o f  M r. H enry 's  
lov e ly  dogw ood tre e s .

M r. Henry was the lo g ic a l  ch o ice  o f  any group
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o f  c i t iz e n s  and m a y  I as a h i s t o r i a n  q u a lify  the 
founding o f  the S o c ie ty .  It w as  by a g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  
as  a r e  m o s t  o r g a n iz a t io n s  that con t in u e .  But to Mr. 
H en ry  it w a s  a v e r y  im p o r ta n t  g r o u p  and he w il l in g ly  
co n se n te d  to  s e r v e  as  its  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  and to lend  
h is  e n th u s ia s m  to its  c o n t in u a n ce ,  its  g row th  and 
d e v e lo p m e n t .

He w as e s p e c ia l l y  in te r e s te d  in the p r e s e r v a t io n  
o f  the s y m b o ls  w h ich  r e m in d  us o f  who w e a r e  and 
what we r e p r e s e n t ,  o f  w h e r e  we a r e  in t im e  and 
w h e re  we a r e  g o ing. M r s .  R u s s e l l  has in fo r m e d  you  
o f  m an y  m a r k e r s  w h ich  the H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  has 
p la c e d .  I w ou ld  l ik e  to t e l l  you  the s t o r y  o f  one o f  
th e m  that M r .  H en ry  C h a se  e n c o u r a g e d  the young 
m e n  o f  th is c o m m u n ity  to e r e c t .  He went down and 
sp re a d  his e n th u s ia s m  a m o n g  a l l  o f  the A c m e  m e m 
b e r s  and he s a id :  " Y o u  a l l  h ave  enou gh  m o n e y  b o y s , 
l e t ' s  buy th is  m a r k e r  and on th is  m a r k e r  it should  
r e c o r d  in t im e  that Old H ic k o r y  c a m e  to p r o t e c t  the 
c i t y  o f  H u n tsv il le  in  O c to b e r  o f  1813". A s you  p a s s  
b y  M im s  C ou rt  today , the t r ia n g le  is  a l i t t le  s m a l le r  
but the m a r k e r  is  th e r e .  M r .  H en ry  w as a g rea t
a d m i r e r  o f  te n a c ity ,  f o r t i t u d e  and d r i v e  a s  
exh ib ited  in  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n ,  so  he in s is te d  that we 
have a m a r k e r .  P e r h a p s  y o u  a r e  fa m i l ia r  w ith  the 
s to ry  o f  how  d u rin g  the C r e e k  W a rs  a r u m o r  c a m e  to 
H untsv ille  that the C r e e k  Indians w e r e  on the w ar 
path and that they  w ou ld  b e  h e r e  to e r a d i c a t e  the 
tow n o f  H u n tsv il le  w ith in  tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u r s .  At this 
p o in t  J a c k so n  w as  at F a y e t te v i l le ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  on 
h is  m a r c h  sou th w ard  to T en  Is la n d s  on the C o o s a  
w h e r e  he w as go in g  to fr o n t  the C r e e k  Indians in the 
e a s t e r n  p o r t io n  o f  what is  now  A la b a m a .  G e n e r a l  
John C o f fe e  had a lr e a d y  p r o c e e d e d  h i m and had 
r e c r u i t e d  f o r c e s  h e re  in the v a l le y  and m o v e d  on 
dow n to e s t a b l i s h  C a m p  C o f fe e  ju st  south o f  the
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T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r  n ea r  W h itesb u rg  B r id g e .  J a c k s o n  
got the m e s s a g e  and m a r c h e d  h is  m en  w ithout s t o p 
ping  the w h o le  t h ir ty - tw o  m i l e s  f r o m  F a y e t te v i l le  
dow n to H u n tsv il le ,  and ca m p e d  n ea r  M im s  C ou r t  
f o r  the night. It is  r e c o r d e d  that a l l  the p e o p le  f r o m  
the county  and the tow n c a m e  in and l in ed  up th e ir  
w a g o n s ,  c a r r i a g e s ,  and b u g g ies  n ea r  h im  so  that 
they  cou ld  be p r o t e c t e d .  The next m o r n in g  they  
found out that this w as just a r u m o r  so  J a c k s o n  
m o v e d  on  dow n th rou gh  n o r th e a s t  A la b a m a  to T en  
Is la n d s ,  and f r o m  th e re  to his g l o r y  at H o r s e s h o e  
Bend and la te r  to New O r l e a n s .  But he a lw a y s  
r e m e m b e r e d  H untsv ille  and ca m e  b a c k  to v i s i t  h is  
f r ie n d s  h e r e .  H enry  C h ase  thought the s y m b o l i s m  o f  
Old H ic k o r y  s h o u l d  be a h i c k o r y  t r e e  b e c a u s e  
J a c k s o n  is  quoted  as sa y in g  " i f  I have to eat a c o r n s  , 
I ' l l  s tay  dow n h e re  a ll  w in ter  and w e ' l l  w hip  the 
C r e e k  Ind ians."  So the h ic k o r y  t r e e  w as p lanted  and 
about a y e a r  ago  when the t r i a n g l e  w as m o v e d ,  
th o s e  o f  us who r e m e m b e r e d  M r .  H enry  kept w a t c h 
ing that h i c k o r y  t r e e  and su re  enough  one day it w as 
dow n. T he m a y o r  in fo r m e d  us that he got m a n y  c a l l s  
that day  b e c a u s e  they  r e m e m b e r e d  M r .  H en ry  
C h a s e 's  h i c k o r y  t r e e  that w as in m e m o r y  o f  Old 
H ic k o r y .  He q u ick ly  a s s u r e d  the c a l l e r s  that the 
t r e e  w ou ld  be rep la n ted  and it is  th e re  toda y . The 
next t im e  you  p a s s  M im s  C ou rt  rea d  the s ign  on 
A n d r e w  J a ck so n ,  p e rh a p s  y o u  w il l  r e m e m b e r ,  as  I 
do, M r .  H en ry  and his m u lt itu de  o f  c o n tr ib u t io n s  in 
the f i e ld  o f  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t io n .

A s M r s .  R u s s e l l  m e n t io n e d ,  one o f  his la s t  p r o 
je c t s  w as the c o m m it t e e  on re n a m in g  o f  s t r e e t s .  He, 
Judge [T h o m a s  W .] Jon es ,  M r s .  [Anna]  R o s b o r o u g h ,  
and I sat f o r  h o u rs ,  d a y s ,  and w e e k s  and c a m e  up 
w ith  287 s t r e e t  n a m e s  to be su pp lied  to the d u p l i c a 
ted  n a m e s  that w e found when H untsv ille  w as c o n s o l 
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ida ted  into a m e tr o p o l i ta n  a r e a  in 1956. He did this 
w ith  a g re a t  d e a l  o f  e n th u s ia s m  and I r e m e m b e r  how 
lo n g  he p o n d e r e d  the s t r e e t  f r o m  the head o f  M onte 
Sano down to  w h e re  the Space  S c ie n c e  M u se u m  today 
is  l o c a te d  b e c a u s e  it i n v o l v e d  about se v e n  s t r e e t  
n a m e s .  It in v o lv e d  a r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a ,  a c o m m e r 
c ia l  a re a ,  an in d u s tr ia l  a r e a ,  and p a rt  o f  the w i l d e r 
n e s s ,  s in c e  that p a rt  o f  H u n tsv il le  had not yet  b een  
d e v e lo p e d .  F in a l ly  we c a m e  up w ith  the c o m p o s i t e  
t it le  G o v e r n o r s  D r iv e .  That w ou ld  p le a s e  e v e r y b o d y  
s in c e  it is  a p lu r a l  t e r m  n a m ed  fo r  the nine A la ba m a  
g o v e r n o r s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  M a d is o n  County h i s t o r y .

M r . C h a se  w as in d eed  a m an  fo r  a l l  a g e s .  He 
w as m a tu re  w hen  he w as  young  and he re m a in e d  
you n g  w hen h is  b od y  g r e w  o ld  and his  s p ir i t  was 
ch a l le n g e d  to jo in  that o f  h is  w i fe .  I r e c e iv e d  a v e r y  
in te re s t in g  le t t e r  f r o m  M r .  C h a se .  In fa c t ,  it w as 
w r i t t e n  a fte r  m y  la s t  v i s i t  to  h is  h o u s e  when I 
attended h er  fu n e r a l .  It w as the m o s t  a m a z in g  le t te r  
I had e v e r  r e c e i v e d  o f  its k ind and so  I c h e r is h  i t .  
Th is  was the v e in  o f  i t :  " I  do a p p r e c ia te  y ou r  co m in g  
to r e j o i c e  w ith  m e  on th is  day  w hen A nnie  went o n .  
I a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to jo in in g  h er  in the n ea r  
fu tu re ."  How b eau tifu l  a w ay  to  lo o k  at the ending o f  
l i f e  as w e l l  as  the b eg in n in g . M ay I sa y  his s p ir i t  
is  a l iv e  a m o n g  us tod a y  and I a m  s u re  he is  with us 
in  s p ir i t  h e r e  as  w e  c e le b r a t e  the T w en tie th  A n n i
v e r s a r y  o f  the H u n tsv il le  H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty .
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V I R G I N I A  C L A Y - C L O P T O N
B y P A T  W . RICH ARD SO N

The V ir g in ia  C la y -C lo p t o n  C h a p t e r  o f  United 
D a u g h ters  o f  the C o n fe d e r a c y  vo ted  in O c t o b e r ,  1915 
to e r e c t  t h i s  m a r k e r  at M r s .  C l o p t o n ' s  h o m e ,  
" W i ld w o o d " ,  and a ls o  a m a r k e r  at the spot w h e re  
Union f o r c e s  d e te r m in e d  to hang C aptain  F ra n k  B .  
G u r le y .1

T o  m a k e  a d e d ic a t o r y  a d d r e s s  c o n c e r n i n g  so  
p r o m in e n t  a p e r s o n a g e  is o r d in a r i ly  d i f f icu lt .  W hen 
b e f o r e  an a u d ie n ce ,  m any o f  w h om  q u a li fy  e m in e n t ly  
as  l o c a l  h is t o r ia n s  and w ith  s p e c ia l  in t e r e s t s  about 
the p e r s o n a g e  c o n c e r n e d ,  it is  e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  d i f f i 
cu lt . B e c a u s e  it w ould  h a rd ly  be p o s s ib le  to d e lv e  
out fa c t s  o f  the r e m a r k a b l e  l i fe  o f  V ir g in ia  C la y -  
C lop ton  w h ich  w ould  not a l r e a d y  be known to  m a n y  o f  
you , I have  not a ttem p ted  that. R a th er ,  I sh a l l  on ly  
note  s o m e  o f  the m o r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  even ts  o f  h er  
n in ety  fu ll  y e a r s .  T h o s e  o f  you  who a r e  r e l a t i v e  
s t r a n g e r s  to her m e m o r y  m a y  gain  t h e r e f r o m  s o m e  
in s igh t  o f  the gen ius  o f  th is g re a t  lady . T h o s e  who 
know  b e t te r  than I o f  the even ts  I r e la te  m a y  f e e l  
aga in  in s p ir a t io n  in the r e - t e l l in g .

B o r n  in N ash  County, N orth  C a ro l in a ,  January  
17, 1825, V ir g in ia  T u n s ta l lw a s  the daughter o f  a p h y 
s ic ia n ,  D r .  P ey ton  R andolph  T u n sta ll .  D r. TunstaH  
m o v e d  his fa m ily  to  M ount V e r n o n ,  A la b a m a ,  s h o r t ly  
a fte r  h er  b ir th ;  and, on b e in g  le ft  a w id o w e r ,  soon  
sent his s m a l l  daughter  to T u s c a lo o s a  w h e re  she w as 
r e a r e d  in the h om e o f  her m o t h e r ' s h a l f - s i s t e r , M r s .  
H enry  W. C o l l i e r .  M is s  T u n sta ll  w as ed u ca ted  in 
T u s c a lo o s a  and N a sh v il le ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  and e n jo y e d  
in both  ch a rm in g  c i t ie s  the d e ligh ts  o f  g r o w in g  up in
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the South o f  the la te  1 8 3 0 's ,  t ru ly  a G o ld en  A g e !  Hunt 
b r e a k fa s t s ,  fa m i ly  lu n ch e o n  p a r t i e s ,  and e la b o r a te  
b a l ls  f i l l e d  h er  c a r e f u l ly  c h a p e r o n e d  days  and n ights. 
M is s  T u n sta l l  w as  a S outhern  B e l le  when the t e r m  
c a m e  into u s e ,  and it m igh t  w e l l  h ave  b een  c r e a te d  
e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  h er .

In 1842 at T u s c a l o o s a ,  V ir g in ia  T u n sta l l  b e c a m e  
the b r id e  o f  C le m e n t  C la ib o r n e  C la y ,  son  o f  G o v e r n o r  
C le m e n t  C o m e r  C la y , and c a m e  to  H u n tsv il le  w ith  
h er  husband to l iv e  and to  b e g in  th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r .  It w as  in d eed  " th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r "  as 
th is  a n e cd o te  w i l l  i l lu s t r a t e :  C la y  d e te r m in e d  to w in 
a seat in the State L e g is la t u r e ;  and, fo l lo w in g  l o c a l  
c u s to m ,  he se t  out to  shake the hand o f  e v e r y  v o te r  
in M a d iso n  County. He w as  a b r i l l i a n t  m an  and 
p r o v e d  it w hen  he f o r s o o k  the sa d d le  h o r s e  f o r  h is  
t r a v e l in g ,  p a ck e d  h is  b e a u t i f u l  b r id e  into a buggy  
beh ind  a th o r o u g h b r e d  m a r e  and s ta r te d  on " th e ir  
p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n . "  On one  o c c a s i o n  during  the 
ca m p a ig n  w hen  the C la y s  d ined  in  a r u r a l  h om e , 
M r s .  C la y  w o r e  a p ink satin  bon n et ,  a f a v o r i t e  o f  
h er  husband. The bon n et  w as  duly  r e m o v e d  on th e ir  
a r r i v a l  and at d e p a r tu r e  M r .  C la y  n o t i c e d  that it had 
b een  r e p la c e d  on his  b r i d e ' s  head b y  a fa d ed  g in g h a m  
sunbonnet. A s  s o o n  as  they  w e r e  out o f  e a r s h o t ,  
M r s .  C la y  e x p la in e d  what had h appen ed . The p r e t ty  
t e e n -a g e  d a u g h t e r  o f  the f a r m e r  had a d m ir e d  the 
bonnet, and had b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  b y  its  ow n er  a s  the 
b a r e fo o t e d  you n g  g i r l  w as t r y in g  it on  h e r  ow n h e a d .  
The e m b a r r a s s e d  ch i ld  w a s  " s w a p p e d "  the p ink  sa tin  
bon n et  f o r  h er  sunbonnet. W h ereu p on ,  the a n e c d o te  
c o n t in u e s ,  the f a r m e r  sw itch e d  s id e s  in the ca m p a ig n  
and h e lp ed  w in  the e l e c t i o n  f o r  C lay .

In 1853 V ir g in ia  T u n sta l l  C la y  a c c o m p a n ie d  h er  
husband to  W ash in gton , D. C. a f te r  h is  e l e c t i o n  to 
the United States Senate . P r e s i d e n t s  F ra n k l in
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P i e r c e  and J a m e s  Buchanan h eaded  the l i s t  o f  d i s 
t in g u ish e d  g u ests  who en jo y e d  her b r i l l ia n t  e n t e r 
t a in m e n ts .  In h er  m e m o i r s ,  p u b l ish ed  in 1904 under 
the t it le  A B e l le  o f  the F i f t i e s . M r s .  C lay  t e l l s  o f  
th o s e  t i m e s - - f a s c i n a t i n g  and d a n g e r o u s .  It w as 
S en ator  C lay  who in January , 1861, re a d  to the United 
States Senate A la b a m a 1 s O rd in a n ce  o f  S e c e s s io n .  He 
r e s ig n e d  h is  seat  to take one la te r  in the Senate o f  
the n o b le ,  n ew  C o n fe d e r a te  States o f  A m e r i c a .  The 
C la y s  spent the e a r ly  w ar y e a r s  in R ich m o n d .  M r s .  
C la y  w as  fond  o f  r e la t in g  ta le s  o f  th o se  days  and o f  
the m e n  w ho m a d e  th e ir  s t i r r in g  h i s t o r y - - P r e s i d e n t  
J e f fe r  son  D av is  and his w ife  w e r e  o ld  fr ie n d s  o f  th e ir  
W a sh in g ton  d a y s .  The dashing C o n fe d e ra te  g e n e r a l ,  
J. E . B . Stuart, r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a c a v a l r y  ra id  to 
d a n ce  w ith  M r s .  C lay  at one g r e a t  b a l l .  T im e s  and 
the t id e s  o f  w ar  ch an ged  q u ick ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  and M r s . 
C la y  s o o n  f le d  f r o m  R ich m o n d  to  the p la n ta t ion  o f  
S en ator  J. H. H am m on d  in South C a ro l in a .

W hen n ew s  o f  the C o n fe d e ra te  s u r r e n d e r  r e a c h e d  
S en ator  C lay  he im m e d ia te ly  set  fo r th  on h o r s e b a c k  
f o r  a n e w  l i fe  in T e x a s .  W hile  e n rou te  he le a r n e d  
that he w as  ch a rg e d  with c o n s p i r a c y  in the p lo t  on 
P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln 's  l i fe  and re tu rn ed  im m e d ia t e ly  to 
M a c o n ,  G e o r g ia ,  w h e re  he s u r r e n d e r e d  to the F e d 
e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  and was im p r is o n e d  at F o r t  M o n r o e  
w ith  J e f f e r s o n  D av is  and o th er  d is t in g u ish e d  C o n f e d 
e r a te  p a t r io t s .  M r s .  C lay  w as d e te r m in e d  that h er  
h u sban d  shou ld  be  r e l e a s e d  and that the g r o u n d le s s  
c h a r g e s  a g a in st  h im  should  be d ro p p e d .  H er efforts 
to s e c u r e  the r e l e a s e  o f  the m an  she lo v e d ,  w h o se  
h e a l t h  w as  at b e s t  p r e c a r i o u s ,  cu lm in a ted  in a t r ip  to 
W ash in gton  and an a u d ien ce  with P r e s id e n t  A n d rew  
Johnson . The c h a r m ,  w it and a u d a c ity  o f  V ir g in ia  
T u n sta l l  C lay  a r e  i l lu s tr a te d  by  the fo l lo w in g  i n c i 
dent o f  the in te r v ie w .  P r e s id e n t  Johnson  ask ed  his
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c a l l e r ,  "H o w  is  it that I have b e e n  in W ash ington  so  
long  and fa i le d  to  m e e t  su ch  a b e a u t i fu l  and ch a rm in g  
l a d y ? "  W h ereu p on  M r s .  C lay  a n s w e r e d ,  " M r .  P r e s 
ident, y ou  ju s t  do  not  m o v e  in  the r ig h t  c i r c l e s ! "  On 
A p r i l  17, 1866, P r e s i d e n t  D a v is  and Senator C lay  
w e r e  o r d e r e d  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  th e ir  im p r is o n m e n t .

D uring  the W ar the C la y  fa m i ly  h o m e  on C lin ton  
S treet  in  H u n tsv il le  w as  b u rn ed . T hus, the C lays  , 
on  th e ir  r e tu r n  to  M a d is o n  County, c a m e  to r e s id e  
at " W i ld w o o d .  "  H e r e  th ey  w e r e  v i s i t e d  by  J e f fe r s o n  
D av is  and on  one o c c a s i o n  he m e t  and p e r s o n a l l y  
thanked C apta in  F ra n k  B. G u r le y  f o r  h is  s e r v i c e s  as 
a C o n fe d e ra te  c a v a l r y  le a d e r  d u r in g  the W ar. Sena 
t o r  C la y 's  a lw a y s  f r a g i l e  hea lth  had b e e n  fu r th er  
b r o k e n  d u rin g  h is  im p r i s o n m e n t  and on January  3 ,  
1882, he d ied  at " W i ld w o o d ."

A fte r  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  w i d o w h o o d ,  M r s .  C la y  
ch a p e r o n e d  tw o you n g  la d ie s  on  a to u r  o f  E u r o p e ,  
adding in te rn a t io n a l  re n o w n  to  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  fo r  
in te l l ig e n c e  and c h a r m .  H er p e r s o n a l  a s s e t s  u n fa d 
ing, V ir g in ia  T u n sta l l  C la y  in 1887 m a r r i e d  Judge 
D av id  C lop ton  o f  the A la b a m a  S u p re m e  C ourt . He 
w as 67; she w as  62. H er s e c o n d  husband  w as a d i s 
t in gu ish ed  m an, having  s e r v e d  in the United States 
C o n g r e s s  b e f o r e  s e c e s s i o n  and in the C o n fe d e ra te  
C o n g r e s s  and having had an a c t iv e  p a r t  in b r in g in g  
about an end to  R e c o n s t r u c t io n .  He w as  e l e c t e d  to 
the L e g is la t u r e  in 1878, ap p o in ted  to the ju d g e sh ip  in 
1884 and he he ld  the la t te r  until  h is  death  in 1892.

R etu rn in g  to H u n tsv il le  f r o m  M o n t g o m e r y ,  t w i c e - 
w id o w e d  at 67 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  M r s .  C la y  b egan  one  o f  
the m o s t  a c t iv e  and r e m a r k a b le  p e r i o d s  o f  h e r  l i f e  . 
E v e r  p ro u d  o f  h e r  husband o f  40 y e a r s ,  to w h o m  she 
d e d ic a te d  the m e m o i r s  then begun , r e f e r r i n g  to  h im  
as  "the  h u s b a n d  o f  m y  y o u t h . "  M r s .  C lop ton  r e 
adop ted  h is  n a m e ,  u s in g  f o r  h e r s e l f  a hyphenated
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s u r n a m e ,  " C la y -C lo p t o n .  " V ir g in ia  T u n sta l l  C la y -  
C lo p to n  w as  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in the fo r m a t io n  o f  the 
l o c a l  ch a p te r  o f  the United D au gh ters  o f  the C o n f e d 
e r a c y ,  the g rou p  w h ich  now  c a r r i e s  her  n a m e  and is  
d e d ic a t in g  to  her  this m e m o r ia l .  She h e lp ed  o r g a n iz e  
the V i l la g e  I m p r o v e m e n t  S oc ie ty ,  w h ich  sa w  to the 
pa v in g  o f  the C ou rt  H ouse  Square. She w as a c t iv e  in 
v a r io u s  g ro u p s  w h ich  w o rk e d  f o r  w o m e n 's  s u f f r a g e  . 
M r s .  M ilto n  H u m es , who l iv e d  with h er  s i s t e r  in the 
p r e s e n t  B o s w e l l  h om e  on M cC lu n g  S treet ,  w as  one  o f  
h er  d e a r e s t  f r ie n d s .  M r s .  H um es and h er  s i s t e r  se t  
a s id e  a r o o m  in th e ir  h om e  fo r  h er  fre q u e n t  v i s i t s  . 
T h e r e ,  in 1915, M r s .  C la y -C lo p t o n  ended  h er  n inety  
y e a r s .  She had p o s s e s s e d  the b e s t  t r a it s  o f  Southern  
w o m a n h o o d - - c o u r a g e ,  c o n s ta n c y  and c h a r m .

H er  b e lo v e d  h o m e , "W ild w o o d ,  "  w h e r e  w e  a r e  
g a th e r e d  h e r e  tod a y , is  s t i l l  ow ned  by m e m b e r s  o f  
the fa m i ly  o f  V ir g in ia  C la y -C lo p to n .  A n i e c e  she 
r e a r e d  h e r e  re tu rn e d  a fte r  being  w i d o w e d  to  l iv e  
w ith  h e r  f o s t e r  m o th e r .  M r s .  F o r e s t  B e l l  is  the 
on ly  g ra n d d a u gh ter  o f  the n ie c e ,  and is  n a m e d  fo r  
V i r g in ia  C la y -C lo p to n .

In M a d is o n  County, A la b a m a , b lo o d  runs th ick  
and w e lo v e  ou r  own. In the p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  o f  
V i r g in ia  T u n sta l l  C la y -C lo p t o n  we stand united  in the 
r e v e r e n c e  o f  h er  m e m o r y - - n o t  on ly  as a d i s t in 
g u ish e d  d a u gh ter ,  but a ls o  as a s y m b o l  o f  a l l  that has 
b e e n  and a lw a y s  w il l  be fine  and w orth y  in Southern  
w o m a n h o o d .

This paper was read on September 10, 1958, upon the 
dedication of a historical m arker by the Virginia Clay-Clopton  
Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy at "W ild 
wood,"  the home of M rs. Clay-Clopton.
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ARCHA E L O G I C A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  
FROM THE C O N S T I T U T I O N  

H A L L  S T A T E  PARK S I T E

By W IL L IA M  H. W E SL E Y

F ou r m on th s  o f  s m a l l  s c a l e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  tes t in g  
on the C on st itu t ion  H all State P a r k  s ite  in the b lo c k  
bounded  by  F ra n k l in  and M a d iso n  S tree ts  and Gates 
A venue in the Spring o f  1971 b r o u g h t  to light o v e r  
3, 000 b its  and p i e c e s  o f  m a t e r ia l  that, f o r  the m o s t  
p a rt  a re  the r e m a in s  o f  b u ild in g s  and a c c o u t e r m e n t s  
f r o m  n in eteen th  ce n tu r y  H u n tsv il le .

T h e re  a r e  n u m e r o u s  w ays  in w h ich  past even ts  
a r e  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  the m e m b e r s  o f  c u r r e n t  s o c i e t i e s  . 
The  i t e m s  that b e c o m e  b u r i e d  in the s o i l  at s o m e  
lo c a t io n s  w h e r e  hum an a c t iv i ty  has b e e n  e s p e c ia l ly  
in te n s iv e  can s e r v e  a s  on e  f o r m  o f  s t o r e d  i n f o r m a 
tion . The C on st itu t ion  H all s ite  i s  su ch  a s t o r e h o u s e  .

H is to ry  is  u s u a l ly  c o n s id e r e d  to  be fa ctu a l  i n f o r 
m a tion , yet ,  w e a r e  fa m i l ia r  w ith  the v a r io u s  p h r a s e s  
in d ica t in g  that h is t o r y  is  o ften  r e w r it te n .  T h is  is  
s im p ly  the a d m is s io n  that hum an f r a i l t y  a l lo w s  the 
r e c o r d in g  of i n a c c u r a c ie s  and m is t a k e s ,  and often  
one p e r s o n 's  op in ion  of what h appen ed  at a g iv en  poin t 
in t im e  ju s t  i s n ' t  a fa i r  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  what a c tu a l ly  
h a p p en ed . In s c i e n t i f i c  w r it in g  one s e e s  o ften , "In
the l igh t  of n ew  in fo r m a t io n ,  w e n ow  find  t h a t - - - . "
H is t o r y  is  n o  d i f f e r e n t .  T h e  even ts  t h e m s e lv e s  a re  
not c h a n g e a b le ,  but what is  know n about even ts  and 
how  they  a r e  v ie w e d ,  do  ch a n g e .
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T he m a n y  a r t i fa c t s  now  b u r ie d  on the C on st itu t ion  
H all State P a r k  s ite  m a y  not have the p o ten t ia l  c a p a 
b i l i t y  o f  ch an g in g  h is t o r y ,  but on  the b a s is  o f  i t e m s  
r e m o v e d  in the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  t e s t  p r o j e c t ,  m u c h  
in te r e s t in g  in fo r m a t io n  about what d a ily  l i f e  w as  l ik e  
in the la s t  ce n tu r y  cou ld  be a v a i la b le ,  and s p e c i f i c  
in fo r m a t io n  r e la t in g  to  a c t iv i t ie s  on  the s ite  c o u ld  be 
a w o r th w h ile  co n tr ib u t io n  to the long t e r m  i n f o r m a 
t iv e  va lu e  o f  the State P a r k .  C e r ta in ly ,  d i s p la y s  o f  
a r t i fa c t s  f r o m  the s ite  w ould  m ake  the even ts  o f  the 
p a s t  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  to fu ture  v i s i t o r s  to th is  s ite  
w h e r e  A la b a m a  b e c a m e  a state .

B a se d  on the a r t i f a c t s  and o th er  e v id e n c e  u n 
e a r th e d ,  it s e e m s  that s o m e  o f  the c i t i z e n s  in the 
v i c in i t y  o f  th is  h a lf  b l o c k  a r e a  o f  H u n tsv il le ,  n e a r  
B ig  S p r in g s ,  w e r e  p e o p le  who s m o k e d  c la y  p ip e s  , 
d ip p ed  o r  sn if fed  snuff and drank  w ine . S om e  o f  the 
m e n  c a r r i e d  p o ck e t  k n iv e s  and f i r e a r m s ,  and the 
w o m e n  did a lo t  o f  sew in g . Som e o f  the m e a ls  ea ten  
in c lu d e d  duck , s q u i r r e l ,  f ish ,  e g g s ,  p o r k ,  b e e f ,  
sq u ash  and fru it .  G ou rd s  and j im s o n w e e d  g r e w  in the 
im m e d ia t e  v ic in i ty  o r  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r b y ,  and s o m e 
one p la y e d  a h a r m o n ic a .

The m a n y  c e r a m i c  f r a g m e n ts  f r o m  the p its  sh ow  
that m e a ls  w e r e  s e r v e d  on d in n e rw a re  ty p ic a l  o f  the 
p e r i o d  and in c lu d e d  b lue and g r e e n  " s h e l l  e d g e "  o r  
" f e a t h e r  e d g e "  w a r e ,  and " w i l l o w a r e . " A  t y p ic a l  
m id  n in eteen th  ce n tu ry  n e w sp a p e r ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  is  
th is  one f r o m  the H untsv ille  A d v o c a t e : "A  s p le n d id  
a s s o r t m e n t  o f  q u e e n s w a r e ,  g la s s w a r e ,  h a r d w a r e ,  
w o o d e n  and w i l lo w a r e  can  a lw a y s  be found at S. W .  
T h o m p s o n 's ,  P o w e r 's  o ld  stand N. E . c o r n e r  p u b lic  
sq u a r e .  Having bought, pa in ted , r e p a i r e d ,  and 
re f it te d  the b u ild in g  known as  P o w e r 's  o ld  stand, the 
h ig h est  p r i c e s  a r e  no w a l w a y s  paid  in c a s h  fo r  
b u tter ,  e g g s ,  c h ic k e n s ,  p o ta to e s ,  e tc ."
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Rather than changing h is tory ,  h is to r ic  a r c h a e o l 
ogy m ost  often s e rv e s  to support or  v e r i fy  written 
h is tory ,  and it is am azing that so m uch in form ation  
con cern in g  m a n 's  a c t iv it ie s  accum ulates  in the s o i l .  
In the case  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  Hall site , the four 
sm a ll  (5 ' x  5 ' ) test  pits e x c a v a t e d  have tended to 
support the ex ist ing  facts  and im p r e s s io n s  relating to 
the s i te 's  h is tory .  P ie c e s  o f  foundry type, many with 
the le tters  and digits s til l  read ily  d isce rn a b le ,  bring 
viv id  rea lity  to the f o r m e r  ex is ten ce  o f  the Alabam a 
R epublican new spaper  o f f ic e  at this location . F r a g 
ments o f  b r ic k  with heavy gray  g laze  give an idea o f  
how tr im  w ork  on som e o f  the b r ic k  buildings may 
have looked, and n u m e r o u s  bits o f  thick p laster  
rev ea l  som ething o f  the in ter io r  appearance of the 
buildings. Flat window g la ss  fragm en ts  with patches 
o f  green , ye llow , b lack , and white paint s u g g e s t  
lettering on the windows o f  s om e  o f  the buildings. A 
b ra s s  " A "  two inches  high, with a slant and a slight 
old English  appearance  m ay have been part o f  w ords  
o ver  a doorw ay , or  on a sign hanging near a board
walk - such w ord s  as "A labam a R epub lican . C on st i
tution Hall, Cabinet Shop, or  L ib ra ry "  - all e s ta b 
lishm ents  that once  ex isted  on the site .

A w edge-shaped  b r ic k  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the rubble in 
one pit m ay have been  part o f  a w e ll  o r  c is tern , s ince  
such b r ick s  w e re  used to build round structures  by 
laying  them  with the n a rro w  end pointing inward and 
the wide end to the outs ide . If such is the ca s e ,  such 
a w e ll  o r  c is te rn  would have been in use b e fo re  c a . 
1830 when H untsv ille 's  ced ar  pipe w ater s y s te m  was 
con stru cted .  If a w ell  o r  w e lls  did ex ist ,  they w ere  
sure  to have been f i l led  with trash  and rubbish  when 
they w e re  no longer  needed and are  s toreh ou ses  o f  
a r c h a e o lo g ica l  in form ation . The low er  portion  of any 
such w ell would v e ry  lik e ly  have the b r ick  w alls  still



in p la c e .
B u lle ts  o f  the "m in n ie  b a l l "  v a r ie t y  and s e v e r a l  

p e r c u s s i o n  ca p s  that had b een  f i r e d ,  w e r e  found. 
Such a m m u n it io n  w as  in  u se  fo r  a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  
p r i o r  to the C iv i l  W a r, but cou ld  w e l l  have b e e n  a 
p a rt  o f  m i l i t a r y  a c t iv i ty  that took  p la c e  in H u n tsv il le  
d u r in g  that p e r io d .

V e r y  s m a l l  b r a s s  s c r e w s  and a s m a l l  b r a s s  l o c k  
p la te  f r o m  the a r e a  o f  the ca b in e t  sh op  p r o v id e  v i s i  - 
b le  e v id e n c e  o f  th is a c t i v i t y  f r o m  the n ow  d istan t 
past .

A  l a r g e  g la s s  b o w l  or  p o s s i b l y  a c h a n d e l ie r  is  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by  s e v e n ty - tw o  p i e c e s  o f  c l e a r ,  th ick  
g la s s .  In e ith er  c a s e ,  l a r g e  punch  b o w l  o r  c h a n d e 
l i e r ,  su ch  an i t e m  w ould  lend a tou ch  o f  e le g a n c e  to 
p a s t  e v e n ts .

The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a tu r e  is  f i l le d  w ith  r e f 
e r e n c e s  to the fa c t  that e v e r y  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p r o j e c t  
is  un ique , and th e re  a r e  in deed  s o m e  unique c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s  that tend to en h an ce  the ar c h a e o l o g i c a l  p o t e n 
t ia l  at th is  p a r t ic u la r  s ite .  The f i r s t  te s t  p it  e x c a 
va ted  ch a n ce d  to r e v e a l  the foundation  o f  a bu ild in g  
ju d ged  to be the r e m a in s  o f  a co t ton  w a r e h o u s e  bu ilt  
in the 1890s. T h is  foundation  c o n s i s t s  o f  the b r i c k  
w a l l  b a s e  and a thin la y e r  o f  m o r t a r  on the in s id e  
a r e a ,  w h ich  s e r v e s  as  a p e r f e c t  t e m p o r a l  d iv id in g  
poin t . E v e ry th in g  a b ov e  the m o r t a r  is  a lm o s t  e n 
t i r e l y  f r o m  the e a r ly  tw entieth  ce n tu ry  and a l l  b e lo w  
it is  f r o m  the n ineteenth  cen tu ry .  O ther su ch  b u i ld 
ing r e m a in s  p r o b a b ly  e x is t  h e r e .

A n oth er  p lus fa c t o r  is  that the l im e  in the m o r t a r  
and p la s te r  f r o m  the o ld  bu ild in gs  has co n tr ib u te d  to 
the a l k a l i n i t y  o f  the s o i l  on the s ite ,  w h ich  m e a n s  
that o r g a n ic  m a t e r ia l  has been  b e t te r  p r e s e r v e d  than 
it m igh t o th e r w is e  have b een . T h is  a c c o u n ts  fo r  the 
p r e s e n c e  o f  su ch  p e r is h a b le  m a t e r ia l  as le a th e r  and
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fa b r i c .
The fou r  5 ' x 5 '  p its  e x c a v a te d  as  a t e s t  p r o j e c t  on 

th is  im p o rta n t  s ite  r e p r e s e n t  l e s s  than 1 /2  o f  1 p e r 
cen t  o f  the s u r f a c e  a r e a  con ta in ed  in the 1 /2  b lo c k  
a r e a ,  and e x c lu d e s  that p o r t io n  p r e s e n t ly  c o v e r e d  by 
c o n c r e t e .  The v e r y  s m a l l  s a m p le  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
in fo r m a t io n  p r o d u c e d  so  fa r  f r o m  th is  s m a l l  f r a c t io n  
o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  H all s ite  has not p r o v e d  to be 
e x c e p t io n a l ly  s u r p r is in g ,  but s o m e h o w  it s e e m s  v e r y  
m u c h  w o r th  having , and to  a l lo w  the v a s t  am ount o f  
r e m a in in g  in fo r m a t io n  to  be  d e s t r o y e d  by the c o n 
s tru c t io n  that w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m a k in g  the state 
p a rk  a r e a l i t y ,  s e e m s  to  be  s o m e th in g  l ik e  setting  
f i r e  to a l i b r a r y  f i l l e d  w ith  r a r e  b o o k s .  A fte r  a l l ,  
th is  is  the on ly  spot  in the w o r ld  w h e r e  A l a b a m a  
b e c a m e  a s ta te .  What w i l l  b e c o m e  o f  th is s t o r e 
h ou se  o f  b u r ie d  h i s t o r y ?  If it d e v e lo p e s  that m o r e  
a r c h a e o lo g y  can  be a r r a n g e d  on a l a r g e  enou gh  s c a le  
to sa lv a g e  th is  im p o r ta n t  p a rt  o f  A la b a m a 's  past  it 
w i l l  be a d e f in ite  a s s e t  to  the fu tu re  o f  the s ite  as  a 
state park .

45



MA D I S O N  COUNTY 150 YEARS  AGO

SARAH FISK, Contributor
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E D U C A T I O N

The S u bscriber  resp ect fu lly  in form s  his fr ien d s  
and the patrons o f  s c ie n ce  in genera l,  that he has 
now settled  h im se lf  in Huntsville, w here he intends 
to keep a perm anent School. In this sem in ary  w ill  
be c a re fu l ly  and c r i t ic a l ly  taught the English, Latin 
and G reek  languages, with the usual c o u r se  o f  a c a 
d e m ica l  s c ie n c e s .  His s ch oo l  being his p r in c ip a l  
in terest ,  he fla tters  h im se lf  that nothing w ill  be 
wanting on his part to render it resp ec ta b le  and e x 
te n s iv e ly  usefu l. Eight or  ten students can get 
board ing  with the teacher  on a ccom m od a tin g  t e r m s .  
Young gentlem en who m ay think p ro p e r  to ava il th em 
se lves  o f  this opportunity can have a c c e s s  to an e x 
ce llent l ib r a r y

M IT C H E L L  COOK
N ovem ber  16, 1821
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MEETING

Of the Stockholders  o f  the P la n te rs '  & 
M erch a n ts ' Bank o f  Huntsville 

The S tockholders  o f  the P la n te rs '  & M erchants ' 
Bank o f  Huntsville a re  h ereby  notif ied  that their 
p erson a l attendance is requ ested  at the Banking 
House on the 25th day o f  O ctober  next By o r d e r  o f  
the Board,

E L D R E D  RAWLINS, C ash ier
Sept. 21, 1821

DANCING ACADEMY.

The tutor o f  this institution b egs  leave  r e s p e c t 
fully, to in fo rm  the lad ies  and gentlem en o f  Hunts
v ille  and its v ic in ity , who m ay be again inclined  to 
give h im  their  support, that his season  w ill  c o m 
m en ce  on Friday  the 17th inst. when he so l ic i t s  a 
continuance o f  that encouragem en t he has hitherto 
r e c e iv e d ;  his days and hours o f  tuition a re  F ridays  
f r o m  2 o ' c l o c k  to 5 P. M. and Saturdays f r o m  9 
o 'c l o c k  to 12 A. M. and f r o m  2 o ' c l o c k  to 5 P. M. A 
night s ch o o l  w ill  be opened fo r  g e n t le m e n --n u m b e r  
of  le s so n s  per  quarter  thirty , to be given in the te rm  
of ten w eek s ;  p e rso n s  d e s iro u s  o f  b ecom in g  sub
s c r ib e r s  a re  so lic ited  to m ake im m edia te  application  
at A. C o o p e r 's  H otel w here  a su b scr ip t ion  m ay be 
found.

L. CHANDLER
H untsville , July 8, 1821



NOTICE

On the 7th o f  this inst. JAMES VINYARD was 
com m itted  to the Jail o f  this county, charged  with 
stea ling a H orse , and he had in his p o s s e s s io n  at 
that t im e a BAY HORSE, 12 ye a rs  old, 16 hands 
high, th ree  white feet,  sm all  white spot on his near 
fo r e  leg ,  and a v e ry  so re  back, which h o rse  is  sup 
p o se d  to be stolen p rop er ty ;  if  so the owner can get 
h im  by applying to the s u b s cr ib e r  at Athens, or  W il 
l ia m  W ilbourn near H azel G reen , M adison  County.

C. R. WILBOURN, ATHENS
H untsville , July 8, 1821

HORSES, WAGGONS, CAT

TLE, & e.
AT AUCTION

The s u b s cr ib e r  w ill  o f fe r  at public  auction  on 
T hursday  the 13th Septem ber next, at his dw elling  
house in Huntsville, a num ber o f  WAGGON HORSES, 
two good FOUR HORSE WAGGONS, and G EAR, and a 
s tock  o f  C A T T L E  and HOGS - a lso  a set o f  B L A C K 
SMITH TOOLS.

He w ill  at the sam e tim e rent to the highest b id 
der his dwelling house and b lack sm ith  shop. A lso  a 
l ik e ly  NEGRO WOMAN and CHILD.

T e r m s  w ill  be m ade known on the day o f  sale
WOODY M ARTIN

August 31, 1921
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BATTAILION ORDER.

T here  w ill  be  an E lect ion  held at the Court 
House, in Huntsville , on Saturday the 29th inst. for  
the p u rp ose  o f  e lect in g  a Captain, Lieutenant and 
Ensign, in the com pany f o r m e r ly  com m anded  by 
Captain John Biddle.

W. SANDERS 
M ajor  2d Bat. 3d Reg. A. M.

Sept. 21, 1821

NOTICE

TO INTRUDING S E T T L E R S  AND OTHERS, 
WHO COMMIT W ASTE ON THE PU BLIC LANDS

Those la w less  p e rso n s  who are  guilty o f  intrud
ing on lands o f  the United States, and o f  com m itting 
waste on public  t im b e r ,  are  hereby  notif ied , that 
m easu re ,  having been taken fo r  a r ig id  en forcem en t  
o f  the laws o f  the United States in such  ca s e s  made 
and provided , they are  hereby  o r d e re d  to d esis t  
f r o m  such o f fe n ce s  forthwith, o th erw ise  they w ill  
be p rosecu ted  to the u tm ost r ig o r  o f  the law.

Given under m y hand, at the c ity  o f  Washington, 
this 11th day o f  July, 1821

By O rd e r :  JOSIAH MEIGS,
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  the G enera l Land O ffice

August 10, 1821



DOCTOR PUTNAM,

Surgeon Dentist

Having returned to Huntsville, o f fe r s  his p r o 
fe s s io n a l  s e r v ic e s  to the public . He o ccu p ie s  a 
r o o m  on M cK in le y 's  Row, one door above M inor & 
T a y lo r 's  o f f ic e  - w here he w ill  attend to the duties 
o f  his p r o fe s s io n .

He w ill  leave Huntsville by the 25th o f  S eptem 
ber .

August 31, 1821

REG I ME N T A L  ORDER.

The C o m m iss io n e d  o f f i c e r s  of the 3d Reg. A la 
bam a M ilit ia , are  hereby  o rd e re d  to convene at the 
Huntsville  Inn, on Monday the 10th day o f  Septem ber 
next, on bu s in ess  o f  im p ortan ce  to the Regim ent.

D. M. BR AD FO RD  
Col. 3d Reg.

August 31, 1921
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THE E D I T O R ' S  PAGE
By E L B E R T  L. W A TSO N

We c o m m e n d  the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  the H unts
v i l le  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  w h ich  is  c e le b r a t in g  its 
tw entieth  a n n iv e r s a r y  th is  m onth . In th is  sh o r t  span 
o f  t im e  the S o c ie ty  has a c t iv e ly  p r o m o t e d  the p r e 
s e r v a t io n  o f  l o c a l  h is t o r y  th rou g h  c o l l e c t in g  d o c u 
m e n ts ,  e r e c t in g  m a r k e r s ,  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in p r o g r a m s ,  
and p r o m o t in g  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  F r o m  its  
e m b r y o n ic  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  f o r t y - t h r e e ,  the S oc ie ty  
today  n u m b e rs  o v e r  250 m e m b e r s  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
c i t iz e n s  o f  H u n tsv il le ,  M a d is o n  C ounty , and o th er  
p la c e s  in N orth  A la b a m a .

The im p o r ta n c e  o f  a l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c ie t y  to a 
co m m u n ity  should  not be u n d e r e s t im a te d .  T hough  we 
do not l iv e  in the past ,  the r e c o r d  o f  y e s t e r d a y  has a 
g re a t  b e a r in g  on the kind o f  m a r k  w e  w i l l  se t  f o r  o u r 
s e lv e s  in the fu tu re .  The a n c i e n t  p ro p h e t  Isa iah  
r e c o g n iz e d  this fa ct  when he a d m o n is h e d  his c o u n t r y 
m e n :  " L o o k  unto the r o c k  w h e n ce  ye  a r e  hewn."  He 
w as  s im p ly  sa y in g  that the q u a lity  o f  a p e o p le  m a y  
o ften  be e v a l u a t e d  by th e ir  attitude to w a rd  th e ir  
h e r ita g e .

A n o t h e r  sa g e  o n ce  sa id  that a m a n  w ho k n ow s  
nothing o f  the past  is  s t i l l  a ch ild .  In the h is t o r y  o f  
a l l  n ation s  that have a c c o m p l i s h e d  anything th e re  a re  
l e a d e r s ,  e v e n ts ,  p r in c ip le s ,  and t r a d it io n s  w o rth y  
o f  r e m e m b r a n c e .  T o  b e c o m e  a cq u a in ted  w ith  th em  
sh ou ld  be a s o u r c e  o f  p r id e ,  in s p ir a t io n ,  and g u id 
a n ce  to the p e o p le  c o n c e r n e d .  C i t iz e n s  who m a in 
ta in  an i n v e n t o r y  o f  the p a st  m a y  p r o f i t  f r o m  its 
l e s s o n s  and the a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  g r e a t  l e a d e r s .
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The H u n tsv il le  H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  d u rin g  the past  
tw enty  y e a r s  has done a m on u m en ta l  jo b  o f  p r e s e r v 
ing the g o o d ly  h e r ita g e  o f  our  co m m u n ity .  But the 
p a s t  is  on ly  p r o lo g u e  to g r e a te r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  in 
the fu tu re  fo r  the S oc ie ty .

G ood  lu ck  and thanks fo r  a job  w e l l  done .
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