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T H E  DEAD S HOE  P R I M A R Y

By G r a c e  H ooten  Gates

The p e o p l e  o f  A la b a m a  went  to the p o l l s  on  August  
27, 1907, to  c h o o s e  United States Senators  in a m o s t  
unusual  D e m o c r a t i c  p r i m a r y .  A l t e r n a t e ly  p r a i s e d  and 
c o n d e m n e d ,  the " D e a d  Shoe P r i m a r y , "  as the A la b a m a  
p r e s s  dubbed it, w a s  a unique  e x p e r i e n c e  in A la b a m a  
h is to r y .  Not on ly  did the e l e c t o r s  p a r t i c ip a t e  in the 
s ta tew ide  s e l e c t i o n  o f  United States Senators  f o r  the 
f i r s t  t im e ,  but in addit ion ,  tw o  a l te r n a te  Senators  
w e r e  n a m ed  to  f i l l  the f i r s t  two v a c a n c i e s  w h ic h  m ight  
o c c u r .  The p r o c e d u r e  w a s  o s t e n s i b l y  o c c a s i o n e d  by 
the a d v a n ce d  age  o f  both  A l a b a m a  Senators  and the 
g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  that n e i th e r  w ould  s u r v iv e  his t e r m  
o f  o f f i c e .  The two  in c u m b e n t  United States Senators  
at that t im e  w e r e  John T y l e r  M o r g a n ,  e i g h t y - o n e ,  
and Edmund W in ston  Pet tus ,  e i g h t y - f i v e ,  both o f  
D a l la s  County,  A la b a m a .  1

The y e a r  1906 w a s  known not on ly  f o r  the unusual  
A l a b a m a  p r i m a r y .  T h r o u g h  the e y e s  o f  the c o n t e m 
p o r a r y  p r e s s ,  the w o r l d  w as  an e x c i t in g  p l a c e  that 
y e a r :  Mount  V e s u v iu s  eru pted ,  s ta teh ood  f o r  O k l a 
h o m a  w a s  vo ted  on,  and g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  w as  shown in 
the w ed d in g  o f  P r e s i d e n t  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t ' s  d a u g h 
t e r ,  A l i c e ,  and N i c h o la s  L o n g w o rth .  In H untsv i l le ,  
W. R.  R i s o n  Banking C o m p a n y  b o a s t e d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
$754,  616. 21, G o l d s m i t h a n d  G r o s s e r  a d v e r t i s e d  a h a l f 
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p r i c e  s a le  fea tu r in g  m e n ' s  o v e r c o a t s  f o r  $6. 50, co t ton  
o p e n e d  f o r  e l e v e n  cen ts  p e r  pound, and "h igh  c l a s s  
s p e c t a c l e s "  cou ld  be seen  at the O p e ra  H ou se  f o r  ten 
c e n ts .  2

P o l i t i c s  w as  part  o f  e v e r y d a y  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  The  
m o o d  o f  the state o f  A la b a m a  w as  r e f o r m ,  the t e m p e r  
o f  the nat ion  p r o g r e s s i v e .  A  g r o w in g  im p u l s e  a c r o s s  
the nat ion  f o r  p r i m a r i e s  and fo r  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  U n i t 
ed States  Sen ators  s t e m m e d  f r o m  the d e m a n d s  o f  the 
P o p u l i s t s ,  the unhappy f a r m e r  s o f  the n ineteenth  c e n 
tury .  A m o n g  o th er  r e q u e s t s ,  th ese  a g r a r i a n s  wanted  
a m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  and banded 
t o g e t h e r  p o l i t i c a l l y  to  ob ta in  it. Though  the g r o u p  
fa i l e d  to a t t ra c t  enough  f o l l o w in g  to ga in  the p o l i t i c a l  
p r e s t i g e  o f  the p r e s i d e n c y ,  the idea  f o r  m o r e  p o p u la r  
c o n t r o l  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  cont inued ,  long  b e f o r e  the e n 
a c t m e n t  o f  the s even teen th  a m e n d m e n t  o f  1913.

In A l a b a m a ,  d i r e c t  p r i m a r i e s  w e r e  f i r  st f l e e t in g ly  
a d v o c a t e d  in t h e  1870 's  as  a m o v e  f o r  g r e a t e r  s t ren g th  
a m o n g  the w hi tes  in a continuing  p e r i o d  o f  r e c o n s t r u c 
tion .3 H o w e v e r ,  not until  F e b r u a r y  8, 1899, w as  
A l a b a m a ' s  f i r  st g e n e r a l  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  p r o p o s e d . 4 
The  A l a b a m a  S en ator ia l  p r i m a r y  o f  1906 w as  p r e c e d e d  
by  a s i x - y e a r  p e r i o d  in w h ich  a d v o c a t e s  o f  the d i r e c t  
p r i m a r y  and the d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  S enators  fought  a 
d i f f i c u l t  battle f o r  a c c e p t a n c e .

The United States Senate i t s e l f  w as  under  a ttack  
dur ing  tho se y e a r  s. C u r r e n t  m a g a z i n e s  s u c h  a s  F o r u m  
and The Nation  conta ined  a r t i c l e s  c o n d e m n in g  and 
c r i t i c i z i n g  the Senate,  and that body  s tu b b o r n ly  r e 
s i s t e d  any attempt  to m ake  e l e c t i o n  by the p e o p l e  a 
fa ct .  One nat ional  m a g a z in e  a r t i c l e  w r i t e r  stated ,  
"It  is  hard  to see  how, in any event ,  a p o p u la r  vo te  
f o r  Senators ,  whether  in p r i m a r i e s  o r  an e l e c t i o n  
i t s e l f  cou ld  p r o d u c e  w o r s e  r e s u l t s  than the s y s t e m  o f  
c h o i c e  by l e g i s l a t u r e s .  5

The p a rty  c a u c u s  and c o n v e n t io n  as  the m e a n s  o f
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s e l e c t i n g  c a n d id a tes  w e r e  a l s o  u n d e r  s c r u t in y .  M a n i 
pu la t ion  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s  w as  e a s y ,  and the d i r e c t  
p r i m a r y  w a s  a lw a y s  the s u g g e s t e d  r e m e d y . 6 In A l a 
b a m a ,  the f i r s t  p r i m a r y  w h i c h  in c lu d ed  a c t iv e  c a m 
paigning  c o n c e r n i n g  the e l e c t i o n  o f  a United States 
Senator w as  held  on A p r i l  14, 1900. Candidates  f o r  
state o f f i c e r s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  in county  p r i m a r i e s  on the b a s i s  o f  
w hether  they su p p o r te d  the r e e l e c t i o n  o f  Senator  John 
T.  M o r g a n ,  o r  his  c h a l l e n g e r ,  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  
J o s e p h  F.  Johnston.  7

The q u e s t io n  o f  s ta tew ide  p r i m a r i e s  f o r  a l l  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c e r s  and the d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  United States S en 
a t o r s  w e r e  s t i l l  i s  sue s in A la b a m a  p o l i t i c s ,  a l though 
o v e r  sh adow ed  in 1901 by the ta lk  o f  a n ew  con st i tu t ion a l  
conven t ion .  The  p r i m a r y  i s s u e  in A la b a m a  as w e l l  
as  in the o th e r  s o u t h e r n  s ta tes  w as  s u f f r a g e  r e f o r m .  
The white p e o p l e  o f  the South at that t im e  r e a s o n e d  
that the s u r e s t  w a y  to r e in s t i tu te  a p u r e r  f o r m  o f  
d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  and to e l im in a t e  fraud  and 
c o r r u p t i o n  in e l e c t i o n s  w as  to e l im in a t e  the N e g r o  
v o te .  M i s s i s s i p p i  had set  the e x a m p l e  ten y e a r s  
e a r l i e r  by a dopt ing  a con s t i tu t i o n  w h ich  v i r tu a l ly  
d i s f r a n c h i s e d  the N e g r o  v o t e r s  in that state.8 A l a 
b am a  f o l l o w e d  in the f o o t s t e p s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  but 
d ur ing  the w e e k s  o f  debate  on how b e s t  to d i s f r a n c h i s e  
the N e g r o ,  the q u e s t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  United 
States S en ators  w a s  not c o m p l e t e l y  f o r g o t t e n .  A 
r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  a l lo w in g  e l e c t o r  s to e x p r e s  s 
th e ir  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  United States S en ator s ,  but w as  
d e fe a te d .9 The co n v e n t i o n  a l s o  s k ir t e d  the q u e s t io n  
o f  d i r e c t  p r i m a r i e s .

A l though  m a n y  w e r e  d i s a p p o in te d  that the c o n 
st i tut ional  c o n v e n t i o n  had fa i l e d  to take  a c t i o n  in this 
a r e a ,  the f ight  cont inued  in A l a b a m a  as w e l l  as  in o th er  
s ta tes  to m a k e  e l e c t i o n  o f  United States Senators  by 
the p e o p le  a fa ct .  In the y e a r s  b e f o r e  the a dopt ion  o f
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HON. JOHN T Y L E R  M O R G A N  
U. S. Senator f r o m  A la b a m a ,  1877 to 1907

6



the s ev en teen th  a m e n d m e n t ,  about  two d o z e n  sta tes ,  
inc lu d in g  A la b a m a ,  had r e s o r t e d  to the p r o c e d u r e  o f  
ho ld ing  a p r i m a r y  in w h i c h  v o t e r s  w ou ld  e x p r e s s t h e i r  
p r e f e r e n c e  to ca n d id a te s .  The  state l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w h ich  
c o n s t i tu t i o n a l ly  s t i l l  had to  m a k e  the f ina l  s e l e c t i o n ,  
w ould  then be bound by the p o p u la r  v o te .1 0  Thus A l a 
bam a  w a s  not f o r g in g  a n e w  path,  but f o l l o w in g  the 
lead  o f  n u m e r o u s  o th er  s ta tes  in p lanning  and c a r r y i n g  
out a S en a tor ia l  p r i m a r y  in 1906. H o w e v e r ,  the nature  
o f  the s i tuat ion  in A l a b a m a  with r e s p e c t  to the a g e s  o f  
the in cu m b e n t  Sen ators  ga ve  r i s e  to  the in te r e s t in g  
turn o f  even ts  that f o l l o w e d  in the m o s t  unusual  e l e c 
t ion  e v e r  held  in the state.

The  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  a p r i m a r y  w ould  be held 
o r  not and w h i c h  o f f i c e s  would  be f i l l e d  by this m eth od  
r e s t e d  in the hands o f  the p o w e r f u l  D e m o c r a t i c  State 
E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  the p o l i t i c a l  l e a d 
e r s  f r o m  e a c h  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  in the state.  
T h e s e  m e n  ap p a re n t ly  w e r e  s u b je c t e d  to  p e r s u a s i o n  
and p r e s s u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by  s o m e  o f  the a s p i r in g  
Senator ia l  c a n d id a tes  in 1906. S e v e r a l  p r o m in e n t  
A la b a m ia n s  l o n g e d  f o r  a seat  in the United States 
Senate but had b e e n  e i th e r  u n w i l l ing  o r  unable  to unseat  
the v e n e r a b l e  in c u m b e n t s ,  John T y l e r  M o r g a n  and 
Edmund W in ston  Pettus .

The e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  m e t  in M o n t g o m e r y  on 
January  9, 1906, and adopted  a p r o p o s a l  known as 
" T h e  W hitson  Plan ,"  p r e s e n t e d  by  C h a r l e s  C a r s o n  
W h itson  o f  T a l la d e g a ,  c a l l in g  f o r  a state p r i m a r y  f o r  
the e l e c t i o n  o f  state o f f i c e r  s and Senator  s. In addit ion ,  
the c o m m i t t e e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  two a l t e r 
nate ca n d id a te s  f o r  S en ator s ,  the m e n  who  w e r e  to 
be  appo in ted  to the United States Senate in the event  
that t h e r e  w e r e  v a c a n c i e s .  In d e fen d in g  his  plan 
b e f o r e  his  o p p o s i t i o n ,  W h itson  stated that ch a n g es  had 
o c c u r r e d  s in c e  the f r a m e r s  o f  the con s t i tu t ion  p r o 
v id ed  that Senators  be e l e c t e d  by state l e g i s l a t u r e s ,
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and m a n y  s ta tes  had m u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e s  who  bought  
the m e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e s  " l ik e  s h e e p "  and had 
t h e m s e l v e s  e l e c t e d  by b r i b e r y . 11

The m o s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a c t i o n  o f  the c o m m i t t e e  
w a s  the p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  a l te r n a te  S en 
a t o r s ,  an a c t i o n  w h ic h  tou ch ed  o f f  a w av e  o f  ag i ta t ion  
a c r o s s  the e d i t o r i a l  p a g e s  o f  the state.  The m o s t  
c o m m o n l y  e x p r e s s e d  v ie w  at f i r  st w as  the i m p r o p r i e t y  
o f  e l e c t in g  a l te rn a te  Senators  to f i l l  the s h o e s  o f  the 
S en ator s  w h i le  they  w e r e  s t i l l  a l iv e .  An e d i t o r i a l  in 
the B i r m i n g h a m  N ew s  r e f l e c t e d  that "It  o f f e n d s  a n i c e  
s e n s e  o f  p r o p r i e t y  in o r d e r i n g  an e l e c t i o n  f o r  'dead  
m e n ' s  s h o e s , ' w h i le  the Senator s o f  A l a b a m a  a r e  a l iv e  
and a c t i v e  and standing f o r  r e e l e c t i o n . " 12 A n o th e r  
N e w s  a r t i c l e  rea d ,  "S en ator  M o r g a n  and Senator  P e t -  
tus have had a m o c k e r y  put upon the ir  old a g e .  . . 
they  a r e  twit ted w i t h  the n e a r  a p p r o a c h  o f  death,  held  
up to the w o r l d  as to t te r in g  on the v e r g e  o f  the g r a v e .  " 13 

The  H a r t s e l l e  E n q u ir e r  c h a s t i s e d  the c o m m i t t e e ' s 
d e c i s i o n , " .  . . f o r  G o d ' s  sake  d on ' t  s p e c u la te  in that 
c o l d - h e a r t e d  way  on  th e i r  p r o b a b le  death.  Ugh!  It 's  
gh o u l i sh ly  b l o o d - c h i l l i n g ,  heart  - p a r a l y z i n g  -  s o u l  - 
h o r r i f y i n g .  " 14

Other  c r i t i c i s m s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  at the a t tem p t  o f  
the c o m m i t t e e  to  f i x t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  to 
c o m e .  Both Senator Pettus  and Senator M o r g a n  w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  by  the c o m m i t t e e  to stand fo r  r e e l e c t i o n ,  
a l though  P e t tu s '  t e r m  did not e x p i r e  unti l  M a r c h ,  
1909. T h is  w as  n e c e  s s a r y  be c a u se  o f  a p e c u l i a r i t y  in 
the A la b a m a  Const i tut ion .  The f r a m e r s  o f  the d o c u 
m ent  in 1901 d e c id e d  upon q uadrenn ia l  s e s s i o n s  o f  the 
state l e g i s l a t u r e .  15 The next r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  w as  due to con v e n e  e a r l y  in 1907 and again  
four  y e a r s  l a te r ,  h en ce  it w a s  b e l i e v e d  that th ere  
would  be no fu r th er  s e s s i o n  unti l  a f te r  the beg inning  
o f  P e t tu s '  1909 t e r m .
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The M o n t g o m e r y  Journa l  po inted  out that the State 
E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  had p r a c t i c a l l y  n a m e d  the next  
United States S en a tor s  f o r  the next  q u a r te r  o f  a c e n 
tury ,  as  P e t t u s '  s u c c e s s o r  w ou ld ,  in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  
s e r v e  until  1915, be r e e l e c t e d  and s e r v e  until  1921.16 

The H untsv i l l e  M o r n in g  M e r c u r y  quoted the u n 
f a v o r a b le  e d i t o r i a l s  o f  o th er  state p a p e r s ,  inc luding  
th ose  in B i r m i n g h a m  and M o n t g o m e r y .  H o w e v e r ,  the 
Huntsvi l le  p a p e r  r e f l e c t e d  the po int  o f  v i e w  that the 
a c t i o n  o f  the state c o m m i t t e e  w as  c o m m e n d a b l e ,  in 
that it " r e l i e v e s  the g o v e r n o r  o f  the appo in t ive  p o w e r  
w h ic h  has h e r e t o f o r e  b een  e x e r c i s e d  by that o f f i c i a l . " 17 
The lead in g  c o n t e n d e r  f o r  g o v e r n o r  w a s  B r a x to n  B r a g g  
C o m e r ,  p la n ter ,  m e r c h a n t ,  ba n k er ,  and co t ton  text i le  
m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  w h o s e  stand on the d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  o f  the r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s  w a s  w e l l - k n o w n .  
The C u l lm a n  T r ib u n e  had a l r e a d y  c l a i m e d  that the 
D e m o c r a t i c  State E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t e d  
m a in ly  o f  r a i l r o a d  l a w y e r s  who  hoped  to c o n t r o l  A l a 
bam a p o l i t i c s . 1 8

The  H untsv i l le  M o r n in g  M e r c u r y  a l s o  applauded 
the a l te r n a te  p lan  by c on ten d in g  e d i t o r i a l l y  that the 
e x e c u t iv e  c o m m i t t e e  had r e l i e v e d  t h o s e  who  w is h e d  to 
s u c c e e d  to the Senate f r o m  a p p o s in g  the two aged  
Senators .19 Any  m a n  who  sought  to r e p l a c e  one o f  
the v e n e r a t e d  p u b l i c  m e n  cou ld  do so  by announcing  
f o r  the p o s i t i o n  o f  a l te r n a te  Senator ,  and i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
thus b e c o m e  one o f  the " S e n a t o r s - i n - w a i t i n g . "  T h is  
op e n e d  the f i e ld  f o r  the n u m e r o u s  m e n  w ho  had s tood  
in the b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  e i th e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
in the ir  bid f o r  the Senate,  o r  h es i tat ing  to in c u r  the 
d i s f a v o r  o f  the A l a b a m a  v o t e r s  w ho  co n t in u o u s ly  
r e t u r n e d  to the state l e g i s l a t u r e  t h o s e  who su p p o r te d  
M o r g a n  and Pet tus .

M o r g a n  and Pettus  f o r m a l l y  n o t i f i e d  the D e m o 
c r a t i c  State E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  on  January  29, 1906, 
that they w ou ld  be ca n d id a te s  f o r  r e n o m in a t i o n .20   In
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the m e a n t im e ,  s e v e r a l  a s p i r a n t s  sought  the p o s i t i o n  
o f  a l te rn a te  Senator .  G e n e r a l  Joe W h e e l e r  w as  r u 
m o r e d  to be a ca nd ida te ,  but he d ied  o f  pn e u m o n ia  in 
January ,  1906.21 O th e r s  who a nnounced  f o r  a l te rn ate  
in c lu d ed  two e x - g o v e r n o r s ,  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  C. Oates  
and G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  F.  Johnston ;  W i l l i a m  C. Fitts o f  
M o b i l e ,  a f o r m e r  a t t o r n e v  g e n e r a l  o f  the state ;  John 
B. K n ox  o f  A nn is ton ,  a t t o r n e y  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  the 
con st i tu t ion a l  co n v e n t io n  in 1901 ;R ichar  d H en r y  C la rk e  
o f  M o b i l e ,  and J e s s e  F r a n c i s  S ta l l ings  o f  B i r m i n g 
ham.  22 The f i e ld  now  stood  at s i x  can d id a tes .

The c o n g r e s s m a n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the e ighth d i s t r i c t ,  
w h i c h  in c lu d ed  M a d is o n  County  at that t i m e ,  w as  Judge 
W i l l i a m  R i c h a r d s o n .  The H untsv i l le  n e w s p a p e r  paid  
h im  tr ibute  e d i t o r i a l l y ,  as he w a s  u n o p p o s e d  fo r  
r e e l e c t i o n  f o r  the H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and 
c a l l e d  on h im  to announce  f o r  a l te r n a te  Senator .  
" C o n g r e s s m a n  R i c h a r d s o n  has n e v e r  sought  to hide 
the a m b i t i o n  that he has c h e r i s h e d  f o r  s o m e  t im e  o f  
o c c u p y i n g  a seat  in the u p p e r  house  o f  C o n g r e s s .  
The  a l te rn ate  p lan  w i l l  p e r m i t  th is . " The e d i t o r i a l  
ended,  " W e  t r u s t  that C o n g r e s s m a n  R i c h a r d s o n  w i l l  
announce  his c a n d id a c y  f o r  the p o s i t i o n  at the e a r l i e s t  
p o s s i b l e  m o m e n t  and in the n a m e  o f  the D e m o c r a t s  o f  
L i m e s t o n e ,  his  nat ive  county ,  we  c a l l  upon  h im  to do 
so ,  a s s u r i n g  h im  o f  a hea rty ,  und iv ided  support . " 23 
R i c h a r d s o n  d e c l i n e d  a f e w  days  l a te r ,  in a few  t e r s e  
and f o r c i b l e  w o r d s . 24 He m a d e  H untsv i l l e  his h o m e ,  
and r e m a i n e d  in C o n g r e s s  unti l  his death  in 1914.

The se v e n th  and la st  cand idate  in the f i e ld  w as  
John H o l l i s  Bankhead ,  c o n g r e s s m a n  f r o m  the s ixth  
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t .  Bankhead w a s  d e fea ted  in his 
bid f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  in an e a r l y  county  p r i m a r y  by 
R i c h a r d  P e a r s o n  H obson ,  o f  S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  W ar  
f a m e .  H o b s o n  w as  a f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r  to  H untsv i l l e ,  
and he d e l i v e r e d  the a d d r e s s  f o r  the g raduat ing  c l a s s  
o f  the New M a r k e t  T r a in in g  S ch oo l  in May,  1906. 25
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Bankhead f o r m a l l y  a nnounced  his c a n d id a c y  f o r  
a l te r n a te  in a pu b l i sh ed  l e t t e r  to the " D e m o c r a t s  o f  
A l a b a m a , " in w h ich  he out l ined  his a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
and his  s u g g e s t i o n s  fo r  cana l  and r i v e r  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  
go o d  r o a d s ,  and r a i l r o a d  regu la t ion .26 Of a l l  the 
c a m p a i g n s  f o r  the a l te r n a te  p o s i t i o n ,  B a n k h e a d ' s  w as  
the m o s t  e f f i c i e n t ly  run.  Whi le  W i l l i a m  C. F it ts  
s p ok e  f r o m  atop  a w o o d e n  b ox  in f r on t  o f  the E n t e r p r i s e  
D ru g  C o m p a n y ,  John K nox  w alk ed  the s t r e e t s  o f  Hunts - 
v i l l e  shaking  hands with f r i e n d s ,  and J o s e p h  Johnston  
ate b a r b e q u e  at Owens  C r o s s  R o a d s ,  the Bankhead 
C o m m i t t e e  ran a s m o o t h  p o l i t i c a l  m a c h in e .  27

B a c k  o f  the b a r r a g e  o f  p u b l i c i t y  that a p p e a r e d  in 
the l a r g e r  n e w s p a p e r  s s ta tewide  w e r e  th r e e  m e n ,  who 
c o m p o s e d  the "B ankhead  C o m m i t t e e . "  They  w e r e  the 
two  son s  and the s o n - i n - l a w  o f  Bankhead,  W i l l i a m  B. 
Bankhead,  John H. Bankhead,  Jr. , and Dr.  T h o m a s  
M c A d o r y  Owen.  T h e s e  m e n  u s e d  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  
m e a n s  to r e a c h  al l  o f  the v o t e r s  o f  the state.  L e t t e r s  
w e r e  m a i l e d  to l i s t s  o f  v o t e r s ,  inc lud ing  j u s t i c e s  o f  
p e a c e ,  N o t a r i e s  P u b l i c ,  Beat  C o m m i t t e e m e n ,  C o n f e d 
e r a t e  p e n s i o n e r  s, white  pu b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  s, d r u g 
g i s t s ,  E p i s c o p a l  M i n i s t e r s ,  and m e m b e r s  o f  the State 
H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S oc ie ty ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s .  28

The Bankhead b r o t h e r s  o f f e r e d  the ir  a d v i c e  to 
th e ir  fa ther  on the sub j e c t  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  stating that 
no m o n e y  should be spent  f o r  s p a c e  in the M o n t g o m e r y  
A d v e r t i s e r , s in ce  m o s t  of  its r e a d e r s  w e r e  b e t t e r  
i n f o r m e d  and the p a p e r  w as  not w id e ly  r e a d  o r  c i r 
cu la ted  a m o n g  the co u n tr y  p e o p le .  T h ey  fe l t  that b e 
c a u s e  funds w e r e  l im i t e d ,  the m o n e y  should be spent 
m o r e  b e n e f i c i a l l y  in the co u n tr y  p a p e r s  su ch  as The 
W i r e - G r a s s  S i f t ings . Dothan; N orth  A l a b a m i a n , T u s -  
c u m b i a ;  the C h e r o k e e  H a r m o n i z e r , C e n t r e ;  and The 
M e r c u r y , Huntsv i l le .  29

The H untsv i l le  M or n in g  M e r c u r y  e n d o r s e d  J osep h  
F. Johnston  and R i c h a r d  H enry  C la r k e  in the c a m p a ig n ,
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stating e d i t o r i a l l y ,  "W hat  a t e a m  J ohnston  and C la rk e  
would  m a k e  in the senate ! Both  a r e  s t ro n g ,  c o u r a g e o u s  
and i m p r e s s i v e  s p e a k e r s .  One i s  f r o m  N or th  A la b a m a  
the o ther  f r o m  South A l a b a m a ,  ye t  e a c h  would  s e r v e  
the in t e r e s t s  o f  the e n t i r e  state with the s a m e  f id e l i t y  
he would  s e r v e  his  i m m e d i a t e  s e c t i o n . " 30

In the dead  shoe  r a c e  a g r e a t  dea l  o f  attent ion  w as  
paid  to the health  o f  the in c u m b e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Pettus ,  
the o ld e r .  In F e b r u a r y ,  1906,  he s u f f e r e d  a fa l l  on the 
s l i p p e r y  s id e w a lk s  o f  the ca p i t o l .  He a n g r i l y  r e t o r t e d  
to the n e w s m a n  who p e r s i s t e d  in r e p o r t in g  the fa l l ,  
" Y o u  m igh t  say  that I had s t o l e n  a sh e e p ,  but when you  
say  that a m a n  a hundred  y e a r s  old  has had an attack  
o f  v e r t i g o ,  that is  a d i f f e r e n t  thing ." 31 L a ter ,  when 
Pettus w as  a b se n t  f r o m  the Senate f o r  ten days  in 
A p r i l ,  he had to quiet  r u m o r s  that he w a s  dying and 
stated ,  "I  had a r e g u l a r  o ld  C ahawba hard  ch i l l . " 32 

A n oth er  f a v o r i t e  s t o r y  about  "O ld  C o n f u c i u s , " a s  
n e w s m e n  had n i c k n a m e d  P et tu s ,  c o n c e r n e d  a s t ran ge  
buzz ing  n o i s e  h ea rd  in the Senate  C h a m b e r  in W a s h 
ington.  A f t e r  the e n g i n e e r s ,  e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  and p l u m b e r s  
s e a r c h e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  a l l  day,  a page  d i s c o v e r e d  
the n o i s e  w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  the d e s k  o f  Pettus .  It 
s e e m s  that he had just  a c q u i r e d  a n ew  h ea r in g  d e v i c e ,  
w h ic h  w as  c o n n e c t e d  to a s t o r a g e  b a t te r y ,  and in p u t 
ting up the ap p a ra tu s  f o r  the day,  the Senator  had p la c e d  
the e a r  p i e c e  and the b a t te r y  in con ta ct ,  with the 
r e s u l t in g  n o i s e .  33

Pettus '  w i fe  o f  s i x t y - t w o  y e a r s  d ied  in July,  1906. 
T h is  fa c t  w a s  u s e d  as a d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  in judging  
his i n c r e a s e d  w e a k n e s s  by s o m e  o f  B a n k h e a d ' s  f r i e n d s ,  
who  u r g e d  h im  to  c o n s i d e r  o p p o s i n g  Pettus  d i r e c t l y ,  
a m o v e  that Bankhead n e v e r  took .  One f r i e n d  w r o t e  
that the death o f  the w i fe  w as  "a  v e r y  pungent  thorn  
in the old  S e n a t o r ' s  s ide  and I d a r e  a f f i r m  that the 
n u m b e r  o f  his days  a r e  quite l im i t e d . " 34
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The p r i m a r y  w as  held on August  27, 1906, a f te r  
a s u m m e r  o f  heated  c a m p a ig n in g .  When  the v o t e s  
w e r e  ta l l i e d ,  Bankhead and Johnston  w e r e  d e c l a r e d  
f i r s t  and s e c o n d  a l t e r n a te s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The  A n n i s 
ton  E ven in g  Star c o m m e n t e d ,  when the o f f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  
w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  " T h e  thing f o r  A la b a m ia n s  to do now  
is  to f o r g e t  p o l i t i c s  and get down to the w o r k  f o r  the 
con t in u ed  upbui ld ing  o f  the bes t  state in the co u n tr y .  "35  

Senator  John T. M o r g a n  d ied  in his e i g h t y - t h i r d  
y e a r  on June 11, 1907, whi le  s e r v in g  his s ixth  t e r m  in the 
Senate. A la b a m ia n s  m o u r n e d  the m a n  who had r e p -
r e s e n t e d  t h e m  fo r  m o r e  than th irty  y e a r s . 36  H o w e v e r ,  
e v e n  b e f o r e  his  body  w as  laid  to r e s t  in S e lm a ,  the 
p o l i t i c a l  pot  began  to s i m m e r .

Bankhead ,  as  f i r s t  a l te rn ate ,  had b een  w ag in g  a 
cont inu ing  c a m p a ig n  to k e e p  his n a m e  b e f o r e  the p u b l i c .  
The  State D e m o c r a t i c  C onvent ion ,  w h ic h  m e t  in B i r 
m i n g h a m  in S e p t e m b e r ,  1906, had d e c r e e d  that the 
p r i m a r y  f o r  a l te rn a te  United States Senator  w as  
binding  on the G o v e r n o r  on ly  i f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  
not  in s e s s i o n ,  and would  be e f f e c t i v e  on ly  unti l  the 
next  m e e t i n g  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e . 37 In r e s p o n s e ,  B a n k 
head w r o t e  a lengthy p e r  sona l  l e t t e r  to e a c h  m e m b e r  
o f  the A l a b a m a  L e g i s la t u r e ,  stating that he fe l t  he had 
the r ight  to the f i r s t  v a c a n c y .  38

A f t e r  M o r g a n ' s  death,  l ead in g  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  
a c r o s s  the state began  to sp e cu la te  as to the c o u r s e  
o f  G o v e r n o r  C o m e r .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  w as  t e m p o r a r i l y  
r e c e s s e d  and would  not co n v e n e  until July.  39 P a r t y  
m e n  in D e c a tu r  thought that the n o m in a t io n  o f  Bankhead 
and Johnston  as  a l te r n a te  Senator s in the 1906 p r i m a r y  
plan w as  not binding on the l e g i s l a t u r e .  H u n ts v i l l e ' s  
l ea d in g  p o l i t i c i a n s  b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  would  be a c o n t e s t  
b e f o r e  the next  s e s s i o n  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  and that the 
intent o f  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  w as  f o r  a g u b e r n a t o r ia l  
appo intm ent .  40
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G o v e r n o r  C o m e r  appo in ted  Bankhead as the s u c 
c e s s o r ,  but he a t tached  a lengthy  s ta tem en t  to the 
a p po in tm ent  in w h i c h  he c o n d e m n e d  the a c t i o n s  o f  the 
1906 D e m o c r a t i c  State E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e ,  and 
stated that he did not f e e l  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  w as  
o b l iga ted .  He r e c o m m e n d e d  a new  p r i m a r y .  41

With the s p e c t e r  o f  a b i t ter  f ight  l o o m i n g  in the 
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o th e r  S e n a to r ia l  h o p e fu l s  b egan  to e x p r e s s  
t h e m s e l v e s .  W i l l i a m  R i c h a r d s o n  o f  Huntsv i l le  w a s  
r u m o r e d  to be a ca n d ida te ,  but when he w as  i n t e r 
v ie w e d ,  he stated  that he w ou ld  not be a co n te n d e r  
b e f o r e  the l e g i s l a t u r e . 42 J e s s e  F  Stall ings  and 
John B. Knox ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d id a te s ,  a n n o u n ce d , 
as  did John W. T o m l i n s o n ,  a B i r m i n g h a m  la w y e r .43 
M ea nw hi le  Bankhead stated ,  " I  have  a lw a y s  had to 
f ight  f o r  a l l  I got and I a m  r e a d y  to  f ight  f o r  the Sen- 
a t o r s h ip  b e f o r e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in July.  I b e l i e v e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to the s e n t im e n t  o f  the p e o p le ,  that I a m  
entit led . "4 4

The f r i e n d s  o f  Bankhead  s e e m e d  o p t i m i s t i c ,  a c 
c o r d in g  to r e p o r t s ,  but l o s t  no  t i m e  in "putting e v e r y  
w h e e l  to w o r k "  to  i n s u r e  his e l e c t i o n  b e f o r e  the l e g 
i s la t u r e .  The Bankhead  m a c h i n e  m u s t  have w o r k e d  
e f f i c i e n t ly .  In a p a r t y  c a u c u s  on July 10, 1907, he w as  
n o m in a ted  to s u c c e e d  to the v a c a n c y  c r e a t e d  by the 
death o f  Senator  M o r g a n .  Only one  m a n  r e f u s e d  to 
vote  f o r  h im  in the c a u c u s ,  J. L e e  L ong ,  o f  But ler  
County .45 The  o f f i c i a l  n o m in a t io n  c a m e  in a jo int  
s e s s i o n  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  on  July 17, 1907, w hen  he 
w a s  "d u ly  and c o n s t i tu t i o n a l ly  e l e c t e d  f o r  the u n e x 
p i r e d  t e r m  ending  in M a r c h ,  1 9 1 3 . " 46

T en  d a ys  l a te r ,  the state w a s  s h o c k e d  to l e a r n  o f  
the death  o f  A l a b a m a ' s  o ther  Senator ,  Edm und W. 
P et tus .  Without  f a n fa r e ,  J o s e p h  F.  Johnston  w as  
e l e c t e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  to  both  the p r e s e n t  t e r m  
w h i c h  e x p i r e d  in 1909, and the t e r m  w h ich  b eg an  that 
y e a r .  47 Senator  Johnston  s e r v e d  until his death on
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A u gu st  8, 1913. His c o l l e a g u e ,  Senator  Bankhead ,  
d e l i v e r e d  the f i r s t  m e m o r i a l  a d d r e s s  in J o h n s to n ' s  
h o n o r . 48

Bankhead  cont inued  to f ight  f o r  go o d  r o a d s  and 
one  o f  the f i r s t  t r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  h ig h w a y s ,  f r o m  
W ash in gton ,  D. C.  to San D ieg o ,  w a s  n a m e d  f o r  h im ,  
" T h e  Bankhead  Highway.  " He w as  the la s t  C o n f e d e r a t e  
v e t e r a n  in the Senate,  and on the o c c a s i o n  o f  the 
t w e n t y - s e v e n t h  annual reu n io n  o f  the United C o n f e d 
e r a t e  V e t e r a n s  in 1918, C o l o n e l  Bankhead donned  his 
g r a y  u n i f o r m  and a d d r e s s e d  his c o l l e a g u e s ,  " T o d a y  
the sh a t te r e d  rem n a n ts  o f  the a r m i e s  o f  L e e  and J a c k 
son,  J ohnston  and B r a g g  w i l l  m a r c h .  . . think o f  the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the s p e c t a c l e ,  f i fty y e a r s  a g o  they  
w e r e  h a m m e r i n g  at the ga tes  o f  W ash ington . "  He 
w a s  then j o in e d  by Senator Knute N e l s o n  o f  M in n e s o t a  
in his b lue u n i f o r m ,  and ended his  s p e e c h ,  stating 
they  w e r e  " M a r c h i n g  with b r o k e n  body  and fa l t e r i n g  
step  on a m i s s i o n  o f  p e a c e  and l o v e ,  not o f  h a tred  
and b l o o d s h e d .  " 49 Bankhead d ied  M a r c h  1, 1920.

B a n k h e a d ' s  two sons a l s o  s e r v e d  in C o n g r e s s .  
W i l l i a m  B r o c k m a n  Bankhead began  his c a r e e r  p r a c 
t i c in g  la w  in Huntsv i l le  in the o f f i c e  o f  Judge W i l l i a m  
R i c h a r d s o n .  He s e r v e d  as City A t t o r n e y  o f  H untsv i l l e  
f r o m  1900 to  1901, then m o v e d  to J a s p e r  to  en ter  law  
p r a c t i c e  with  his b r o t h e r  in 1905. While he l i v e d  
in H u n tsv i l l e ,  a daughter ,  Ta l la luh  B r a c k m a n  B a n k 
head,  w a s  b o r n  January  31, 1903. Ta l la luh  a c h i e v e d  
g r e a t  f a m e  as  an a c t r e s s .  51

T hus  a ch a p te r  w as  c l o s e d  in A la b a m a  p o l i t i c s ,  
a ch a p ter  c h a r g e d  with e m o t io n ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  exu la t ion  
and v i c t o r y .  It w as  an e x p e r i m e n t  r e a c h i n g  f o r  a m o r e  
d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  the f i r s t  and only  t im e  
in A la b a m a  h i s t o r y ,  a l te rn ate  Senators  -were s e l e c t e d ,  
so  that the p e o p le  would  st i l l  have a v o i c e  in the c h o i c e  
o f  the s u c c e s s o r s  o f  the two aged  m e n  f r o m  Dal las  
County,  w h o s e  l i f e  spans w e r e  o b v i o u s ly  l im ite d .
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E P I D E M I C  C H O L E R A  
A T  H U N T S V I L L E ,  1873

by L e la n d  R .  J ohnson

E p i d e m i c  c h o l e r a  r e p e a t e d ly  d i s r u p t e d  c o m m u n i t y  
l i f e  and b ro u g h t  t r a g e d y  to f a m i l i e s  in the United  
States  throu gh ou t  the n ineteenth c e n t u r y .  M a j o r  o u t 
b r e a k s  of  the p e s t i l e n c e  o c c u r r e d  in the United  States  
in 1832,  1854,  and in 1873,  r e a c h in g  p a n d e m ic  p r o 
p o r t i o n s  in the South,  with fa ta l i t i e s  a t t r ibu tab le  to 
the d i s e a s e  n u m b e r in g  in the th ou san ds .  T h e  m a la d y  
a f f l i c t e d  young  and o ld ,  r i c h  and p o o r ,  white and 
b l a c k  a l ike , and in 1850 it e x ten d ed  to  the White H o u s e ,  
taking  the l i fe  of an old  s o l d i e r ,  Z a c h a r y  T a y l o r , who 
had s u r v i v e d  m a ny  y e a r s  of  c o m b a t  a c t i o n  only  to 
s u c c u m b  to  d i s e a s e .  C h o l e r a  is an acute  in tes t in a l  
d i s e a s e ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  sudden o n s e t ,  d i s r u p t i o n  
of  the a l im e n ta t iv e  p r o c e s s e s , swift  d e h y d r a t i o n ,  and 
r a p id  p h y s i c a l  c o l l a p s e .  Until  the end of the n i n e 
teenth c e n t u r y ,  m e d i c a l  a u th or i t ie s  w e r e  u n c e r t a i n  
of  its c a u s e s ,  often attributing  it to  d i e t a r y  h a b i t s ,  
but by  1873 m a n y  p h y s i c ia n s  w e r e  b eg inning  to  c o n n e c t  
the s p r e a d  of the d i s e a s e  with s a n i tary  c o n d i t i o n s  and 
to  u r g e  i m p r o v e d  w ater  supply  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  
and s an i tary  s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m s  as p r e v e n ta t iv e  m e a 
s u r e s .

H untsv i l le  had m i r a c u l o u s l y  b een  s p a r e d  the h o r 
r o r s  of  the e p i d e m i c s  of 1832 and 1854, whi le  s u r 
rounding c o m m u n i t i e s - -N a s h v i l l e , M e m p h i s ,  K n o x 
v i l l e ,  C h a t t a n o o g a , M o n t g o m e r y , f o r  e x a m p l e s - - w e r e
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ra v a g e d ;  r e s i d e n t s  of  H u n tsv i l l e  and M a d i s o n  County  
had b egun  to  c l a i m  that they  l i v e d  in the h e a l th ie s t  
r e g i o n  in the w ho le  c o u n t r y .  But this  g ood  fo r tune  
led  to  the m i s f o r t u n e  of  1873,  f o r  when the e p i d e m i c  
a r r i v e d  H u n tsv i l l e  had no  sa fe  w a te r  supply s y s t e m ,  
no sa n i ta ry  s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m ,  n o r  b o a r d  of health .  
In s h o r t ,  the c i t y  was e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  p a n -  
d e m i c  d i s e a s e s .

The c h o l e r a  e p i d e m i c  of  1873 had t r a v e l e d  ha l fw ay  
round the w o r l d  en route  to  the U nited  States  and to  
H u n ts v i l l e ,  o r ig in a t in g  in India  in the p r o v i n c e  of 
B en g a l  in 1865. R e l i g i o u s  p i l g r i m s , in fe c t e d  in India ,  
c a r r i e d  the d i s e a s e  w e s t  t o  P e r s i a  in 1867, f r o m  
w hence  it was  t r a n s m i t t e d  a rou n d  the s h o r e s  of  the 
C a s p i a n S e a  to  T u r k e y  and R u s s i a  and on i n t o E u r o p e .  
P la g u e  sh ips  then c a r r i e d  it ,  in the p e r s o n  of  i m 
m i g r a n t s ,  to  the A m e r i c a s ,  and b y  s t e a m b o a t  and 
r a i lw a y  it p r o c e e d e d  into  the i n t e r i o r  of  the c o n t i n e n t . 
The  d i s e a s e  ev id e n t ly  r e a c h e d  H u n tsv i l l e  by  a G e r m a n  
ship to  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  s t e a m b o a t  to  M e m p h i s ,  and 
r a i l r o a d  to  H u n tsv i l l e . T h e  f i r s t  v i c t i m  in the United  
States was  a d o c k w o r k e r  in N e w  O r l e a n s  who d ied  of 
the d i s e a s e  on F e b r u a r y  9,  1873; f r o m  N e w  O r l e a n s  
it s p r e a d  up the M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  M e m p h i s ,  and then 
a long the r a i l r o a d  to  H u n t s v i l l e .  T h e  f i r s t  fa ta l i ty  
of the 1873 e p i d e m i c  in A l a b a m a  was  a f i v e - y e a r - o l d  
g i r l  who l i v e d  on H o l m e s  S t r e e t  in H u n t s v i l l e - - she 
d ied  on June 3. B i r m i n g h a m  had its f i r s t  c h o l e r a  
fa ta l i ty  on June 12 and M o n t g o m e r y  on June 17. In 
l i k e - m a n n e r  the d i s e a s e  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  the en t i re  
South and r e a c h e d  f u r th e r  into  the i n t e r i o r  to  such  
f a r  - f l u n g  l o c a t i o n s  as C a r t h a g e ,  O h io ;  Y an kton ,  
Dakota ;  and C r o w  R i v e r ,  M in n e s o t a .

T h e  e p i d e m i c  r e a c h e d  such  s e r i o u s  p r o p o r t i o n s  
that C o n g r e s s  o r d e r e d  an in v e s t i g a t i o n  of  the " d e p l o r 
able  m o r t a l i t y "  b y  the S u r g e o n - G e n e r a l  o f  the A r m y .
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A s s i s t a n t  S u r g e o n  E ly  M c C l e l l a n ,  U . S .  A r m y ,  was  
p l a c e d  in i m m e d i a t e  c h a r g e  of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
he a s s e m b l e d  a r e l i a b l e  nat ionwide  r e p o r t  on the 
e p i d e m i c - - i t s  s p r e a d ,  its c a u s e s ,  its t r e a t m e n t  by  
c o l l e c t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  p h y s i c i a n s  through out  the 
in f e c t e d  a r e a s  . T w o  H u n tsv i l l e  p h y s i c ia n s  c o n t r ib u t e d  
e l a b o r a t e  r e p o r t s  on the c o u r s e  of  the d i s e a s e  in the 
c i t y  and the s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a ;  one w as  A s s i s t a n t  
S u r g e o n  M .  K .  T a y l o r ,  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  at T h o m a s  
B a r r a c k s  tw o  m i l e s  n o r th e a s t  of  H u n ts v i l l e ,  and the 
o ther  w a s  D r .  J .  J.  D e m e n t ,  p h y s i c ia n  of  H u n t s v i l l e .

D r .  T a y l o r  r e p o r t e d  that as the e p i d e m i c  m o v e d  
n o r th  f r o m  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  he and o ther  p h y s i c i a n s  in 
H u n ts v i l l e  b e c a m e  a l a r m e d ,  and the M a d is o n  County  
M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  appo inted  a c o m m i t t e e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
of D r .  T a y l o r ,  D r .  A .  S.  G r e e n ,  and D r .  H. W .  B a s 
sett ,  to  u r g e  the e n a c tm e n t  of o r d i n a n c e s  p r o v i d i n g  
f o r  l e g a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  deaths  and f o r  the c r e a t i o n  
of a m u n i c i p a l  b o a r d  of  health.  T h e s e  a c t i o n s  w e r e  
taken  as the e p i d e m i c  r e a c h e d  M e m p h i s ,  and the  n ew  
b o a r d  of  health  in it iated  e m e r g e n c y  m e a s u r e s  to  
c l e a n  up H u n tsv i l l e  and i m p r o v e  s an i ta ry  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
but they  w e r e  t o o  la te  to  b e  e f f e c t i v e .

T he  f i r s t  death in H u n t s v i l l e  d u e  to  c h o l e r a  
o c c u r r e d  on June 3 - - t h e  la st  on July  25.  B e t w e e n  
th e s e  d a t e s ,  at l e a s t  183 c a s e s  of  c h o l e r a  w e r e  r e 
c o r d e d ,  a r a t i o  of 1 to  24.  5 of the popu la t ion  of  H u n t s 
v i l l e  at the t i m e .  The tota l  popula t ion  was  r e d u c e d ,  
h o w e v e r  , by  the 500 c i t i z e n s  who f l ed  north  f o r  r e f u g e , 
o r  t r a v e l e d  to  r e s o r t s  in the co u n t r y  such  as M onte  
Sano ,  but s o m e  c a r r i e d  the d i s e a s e  with t h e m  and 
co n t r ib u te d  to  its s p r e a d .  T h e  n u m b e r  of  fa ta l i t i e s  
i n  M a d i s o n C  ounty c l i m b e d  to  62; that is , about  a 
th ird  of th ose  c o n t r a c t in g  the p e s t i l e n c e  d ie d .

A b o u t  100 o f f i c e r s  and th e ir  f a m i l i e s ,  e n l i s t e d  
m e n ,  and s e r v a n ts  w e r e  re s id in g  at T h o m a s  B a r r a c k s
22



at the t i m e ,  and D r .  T a y l o r  and C o l o n e l  W . F .  D r u m ,  
C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  , inst i tuted  e x t r e m e  s an i tary  p r o 
c e d u r e s .  The  q u a r t e r s  w e r e  fu m i g a t e d ,  ve n t i la te d ,  
and w hi tew a sh ed ;  the m e n  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  to take  a 
m i n i m u m  of  one bath a w eek ;  and c a r e f u l  attent ion 
was  g iven  to  d i e t ,  f o r  D r .  T a y l o r  was  c o n v i n c e d  that 
o v e r e a t i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  f r e s h  f r u i t ,  was  a "p o te n t  
e l e m e n t  in the p r o p a g a t i o n  f o  the e p i d e m i c . "  L ik e  
D r .  T a y l o r ,  c i t y  and cou n ty  m e d i c a l  a u th o r i t i e s  w e r e  
a l s o  o f  the op in ion  that d i e t a r y  habits  w e r e  a c a u s a t iv e  
f a c t o r  , and they  p r o h ib i t e d  the sa le  o f  g r e e n  v e g e t a b l e s  
at l o c a l  m a r k e t s .

D r .  T a y l o r  p r o u d ly  r e p o r t e d  that not a s i n g l e  
c o n f i r m e d  c a s e  of  c h o l e r a  o c c u r e d  at T h o m a s  B a r 
r a c k s  in 1873. He a t t r ibu ted  this to  the sa n i ta ry  and 
d i e t a r y  m e a s u r e s  e m p l o y e d , but m e n t i o n e d  that, unlike  
p o r t i o n s  of  H u n t s v i l l e ,  the b a r r a c k s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on 
a w e l l - d r a i n e d  e l e v a t i o n  w hich  m ig h t  a l s o  have  b e e n  
a p r e v e n ta t i v e  f a c t o r .  H u n t s v i l l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  was 
r a c k e d  by  the d i s e a s e ,  s u f f e r in g  m o r e  e p i d e m i c -  
re la t e d  f a ta l i t i e s  than p r o b a b l y  at any other  p e r i o d  
of its h i s t o r y .  The  p o p u l a c e  p a n i c k e d  and m a ny  f l e d  
the c i t y ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s , p h y s i c i a n s  in the c i t y  r e m a i n e d  
a t  t h e i r  p o s t s ,  m a d e  th e i r  r o u n d s ,  and took  all  
m e a s u r e s  p o s s i b l e ,  in the l ight o f  m e d i c a l  k n o w le d g e  
o f  the e r a ,  to  a l l e v ia t e  hum an s u f f e r in g .  It c o u ld  
be  sa id  that it was  t h e i r  f in e s t  h our  f o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  
e v e r y  d o c t o r  in H u n ts v i l l e  was  " s e v e r e l y  a t t a c k e d , "  
b y  the d i s e a s e ,  though no  deaths  a m o n g  t h e i r  ranks  
w e r e  m e n t i o n e d  in the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s .

One  of th e s e  H u n ts v i l l e  p h y s i c i a n s ,  w h o s e  a l l e 
g ia n c e  to  the H i p p o c r a t i c  oath a l m o s t  c o s t  his l i f e ,  
was  D r .  J.  J. D e m e n t .  H is  su b s e q u e n t  r e p o r t  on the 
e p i d e m i c  was  p u b l i sh e d  in the t r a n s a c t i o n s  of the 
A l a b a m a  State M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  1874 and in the 
r e p o r t  of the S u r g e o n - G e n e r a l  of the United  States
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A r m y :  T he  C h o i e r a  E p i d e m i c  of 1873,  H o u s e  E x e c 
u t ive  D o c u m e n t  N o .  95 ,  43 C o n g r e s s , 1 S e s s i o n ,  1875. 
His  r e p o r t ,  w h ich  f o l l o w s ,  t h r o w s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l ight  
on the m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  of  the t i m e ,  the h i s t o r y  of  
the e p i d e m i c ,  and s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  s a n i ta r y ,  and 
cu l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  in H u n t s v i l l e , in 1873.

D E M E N T  R E P O R T
" H u n t s v i l le is  s i tuated  at the b a s e  of the l a s t  w e s t 

e r n  s p u r s  of the C u m b e r l a n d  M ou n ta in s ,  ten m i l e s  
n o r th  of  the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r , and e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  
so u t h  o f  the T e n n e s s e e  and A l a b a m a  State l in e .  It 
has an e l e v a t i o n  of  692 fe e t  a bo v e  t i d e - w a t e r  at the 
c i t y  of  M o b i l e ,  in lati tude 3 4 °  4 3 1 4 4 "  . In 1870 the 
c i t y  h a d ,  a c c o r d i n g  to the United  States  c e n s u s , a 
p o p u la t i o n  of  f o u r  thousand nine hundred  and s e v e n ,  of  
w h o m  tw o  thousand f i v e  hundred  and t h i r t y - t w o  w e r e  
w h i t e s ,  and tw o  thousand  th r e e  hundred  and s e v e n t y - 
f ive  w e r e  c o l o r e d .  T h e r e  has b een  p r o b a b ly  but l it t le  
c h a n g e  s i n c e  that t i m e .

"T h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  the s u r f a c e  upon w hich  a g r e a t e r  
p o r t i o n  of  the c i t y  is  bui lt  is  such  as to  a f f o r d  a b u n 
dant  d r a i n a g e  , b e in g  supp l ied  with natura l  w ater  - sh ed s , 
w h i c h  p r e v e n t  the w ater  f r o m  c o l l e c t i n g  in that p o r t i o n  
of  t h e  c i t y .  The  s u r f a c e  - s o i l  i s  d a r k , r i c h  l o a m ,  
with s u b s o i l  of  p u re  r e d  c l a y ,  r e s t in g  on a s o l id  l i m e 
stone  b a s e .  T h is  p o r t i o n  of the c i ty  is  w e l l  s u p p l ied  
with w a t e r ,  m a in ly  f r o m  a l a r g e  s p r in g  of  p u r e  l i m e 
stone  w a t e r  w h ich  b u r s t s  f r o m  the b a s e  of  the b lu f f  
on w h i c h  this  p o r t i o n  of  the c i ty  is  bui lt .  The  w ater  
is p u m p e d  into  a r e s e v o i r  on the top of the h i l l ,  and 
f r o m  th e n c e  su pp l ied  to  the c i t y .  T h is  w a t e r ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  is  by  no  m e a n s  in u n i v e r s a l  u s e ,  as m a n y  
p r e m i s e s  h a v e  w e l l s  which  y ie ld  f r e e  stone  water  
a f t e r  having  b e e n  dug into  the c la y  f o r  a depth of f r o m  
30 to  50 f e e t .
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" D e s c e n d i n g  g r a d u a l ly  about  80 f e e t  f r o m  this  high 
and w e l l - d r a i n e d  p o r t i o n  of  the c i t y  in a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  
e x c e p t  e a s t e r l y  in the d i r e c t i o n  of  the m ounta ins  , is 
a l o w ,  f la t ,  i l l - d r a i n e d  r e g i o n ,  in w h ich  th e r e  e x i s t e d  
m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  a n u m b e r  of  p on ds  and m a r s h e s  , which  
have  b e e n  g r a d u a l l y  f i l l e d  by w a sh in g s  f r o m  the 
ad ja ce n t  e l e v a t i o n s ,  as w el l  as f r o m  the d e b r i s  f r o m  
the o ld e r  p a r t s  o f  the c i t y  w h ich  have  b e e n  c a s t  into  
t h e m  f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e .  M a n y  of  t h e s e  p l a c e s  st i l l  
e x i s t ,  and dur ing  an u n u su a l ly  wet  s e a s o n  re ta in  w ater  
until  m i d s u m m e r , c r e a t i n g  m a l a r i a l  d i s o r d e r s  a m o n g  
the in d iv idu a ls  l iv in g  in th e i r  v i c i n i t y .  T h i s  m a d e  
so i l  in m a n y  p l a c e s  is  ( s i c )  f r o m  1 to  4 o r  5 f e e t  d e e p ,  
b e n e a t h  w h ich  is  at s o m e  p l a c e s  a y e l l o w  g r a v e l l y  
s u b s o i l ,  at o t h e r s ,  a white  o r  r e d  c l a y ,  a l l  of w hich  
is m u c h  m o r e  p o r o u s  than the s u b s o i l  of  r e d  c l a y  in 
the h ig h e r  p a r t s  of  the c i t y .

"In  th e s e  d i s t r i c t s  the c o l o r e d  p op u la t ion  p r e p o n 
d e r a t e .  T h e y  o c c u p y  t e n e m e n t - h o u s e s , w hich  a r e  
s im p ly  w o o d e n  huts ,  not  e l e v a te d  a b o v e  the g rou n d .  
The w ater  in this d i s t r i c t  is f r e e s t o n e ,  and ob tained  
f r o m  w e l l s  w h ich  a r e  f r o m  10 to  30 fe e t  in d e p t h . 
T h e s e  w e l l s ,  d u r in g  the s p r in g  and e a r l y  s u m m e r  of  
1873,  w e r e  f i l l e d  to  the l e v e l  o f  the g rou n d  with s u r f a c e -  
w a s h i n g s .

" T h e  M e m p h i s  and C h a r l e s t o n R a i l r o a d  runs a long  
the w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  of  the c i t y ,  and is  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  
to the p o r t i o n  w hich  is  bu i l t  upon m a d e  g ro u n d .  T h e r e  
a r e  upon  this r o a d  t w o  d a i ly  p a s s e n g e r - t r a i n s  f r o m  
M e m p h i s  and C h a t ta n o o g a ,  w hich  c o n n e c t  with the 
t r a in s  f r  o m N a s h v i l l e , T en n .  At this  po int  a r e  l o c a t e d  
the r a i l r o a d - s h o p s  f o r  the e a s t e r n  d i v i s i o n  of  the r o a d ,  
and a l l  p a s s i n g  t r a i n s ,  f r e ig h t  as  w e l l  as p a s s e n g e r ,  
cha nge  o f f i c e r s  and m e n  at H u n ts v i l l e .

" P r e v i o u s  to the ou tb rea k  of  c h o l e r a  it was  o b s e r v e d  
that we had an unusual  n u m b e r  of  in test ina l  d i s e a s e s ,
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g e n e r a l l y  of  a m i l d  f o r m ;  and it was  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  that 
we had m u c h  l e s s  of  th ose  f o r m s  of  d i s e a s e  g e n e r a l l y  
r e g a r d e d  as having  t h e i r  o r i g in  in m a l a r i a .

" F o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  p r i o r  to  the f i r s t  death f r o m  
c h o l e r a  in our  m i d s t ,  the d i s e a s e  had b e e n  p r e v a i l i n g  
in  M e m p h i s , N a s h v i l l e , and m a n y  of  the s m a l l e r  c i t i e s  
and t o w n s  of  W e s t e r n  and M id d le  T e n n e s s e e ;  and u n d er  
the d i r e c t i o n  of the b o a r d  of nea lth ,  which  had ju s t  
b e e n  o r g a n i z e d ,  the a u th o r i t i e s  had the c i t y ' p l a c e d  in 
as g o o d  h y g ie n i c  c o n d i t i o n  as was  p o s s i b l e  in s o  s h o r t  
a s p a c e  of t i m e .

" N e a r  the c e n t e r  of  the l o w ,  f lat  r e g i o n  on the 
we s t e r n  s id e  o f  the c i t y , about  150 y a r d s  f r o m  the d e p o t  
o f  the M e m p h i s  and C h a r l e s t o n  R a i l r o a d ,  and on the 
m a in  s t r e e t  lead in g  to  the b u s i n e s s  p o r t i o n  of  the c i t y  
the f i r s t  c a s e  of c h o l e r a  o c c u r r e d  in the p e r s o n  of  a 
n e g r o  g i r l ,  f ive  y e a r s  of  a g e ,  the c h i ld  of T o l i v e r  
T h o m p s o n .  The  f a m i l y  c o n s i s t e d  of T h o m p s o n ,  his 
w i f e ,  and f i v e  c h i ld r e n ;  they  had l i v e d  in the v i c i n i t y  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ;  had no  b o a r d e r s ,  and r e c e i v e d ,  they  
s ta te ,  but f e w  v i s i t o r s .  T h e  o c c u p a t io n  of T h o m p s o n  
was  that of  c a r t - d r i v e r ,  and f o r  s o m e  t i m e  p r e v i o u s  
to the a t tack  of h is  c h i ld  was  e m p l o y e d  by  the c i t y  in 
r e m o v i n g  d e b r i s  f r o m  the s t r e e t s .

" I m m e d i a t e l y  south of  T h o m p s o n ' s  h o u s e  was  a 
pond  w hich  had b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  f i l l ed ;  but w hich  y e t  
c o n t a in e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  quantity  of d i r t y  w a t e r .  A l 
m o s t  on the b r in k  of  this pond w as  l o c a t e d  the w e l l  
w h i c h  a f f o r d e d  the w a t e r - s u p p l y  of  the f a m i l y ,  and 
-which, w a s  at the t im e  f i l l e d  to the b r i m . On the m o r n i n g  
of June 3, the g i r l  was  taken with a w a t e r y ,  p a i n l e s s ,  
and o d o r l e s s  d i a r r h e a .  A t  10 o ' c l o c k  a . m .  she c o m 
m e n c e d  to  v o m i t  c o l o r l e s s  w a t e r ,  and h er  m o t h e r  
sa y s  b e c a m e  v e r y  c o l d ,  r e s t l e s s ,  and t h i r s t y .  N o  
m e d i c a l  aid was  obta ined  until  5 o ' c l o c k  p . m . , when 
she was  s e e n  by D r s .  B a s s e t t ,  B u i f o r d ,  C a r t e r ,  and
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the w r i t e r .  The  pat ient  was  in a r t i c u l o  m o r t i s , and 
d ied  a l m o s t  at the m o m e n t  of  the v i s i t .  T h e  s u r f a c e  
of  the b o d y  was  found sh runken ,  and the skin of  the 
hands  and f e e t  s h r i v e l e d . N o  o ther  c a s e  of  the d i s e a s e  
f o l l o w e d  the death of  th is  ch i ld .

"J u n e  15, t w e lv e  d ays  a f te r  the death of the T h o m p 
son c h i ld ,  the s e c o n d  o f  the H u n tsv i l l e  c a s e s  o c c u r r e d  
in the p e r s o n  of J oe  S m ith ,  a n e g r o ,  a ged  t h i r t y - f i v e  
y e a r s ,  who had b e e n  f o r  s e v e r a l  m on th s  a w a i te r  in a 
re s t a u r a n t  in D e c a t u r ,  A l a . , f r o m  w hich  town he had 
a r r i v e d  s o m e  tw o  w e e k s  p r i o r  to  this  a t tack .  T h is  
m a n  had no  h o m e  or  e m p l o y m e n t .  He s lept  w h e r e v e r  
night o v e r t o o k  h i m ,  and ate w h e r e v e r  he c o u ld  obtain  
a m e a l .  W h e r e  he had b e e n  or  what he had b e e n  do ing  
through  th e s e  tw o  w e e k s  cannot  be  d e t e r m i n e d .  Sm ith  
dur ing  the night  of  June 15 w a s  taken  with a d i a r r h e a ,  
but r e c e i v e d  no  m e d i c a l  a id  unti l  9 o ' c l o c k  a . m .  the 
next  da y ,  when D r . B u i f o r d  found h i m  in c o l l a p s e ,  and 
he d ied  dur ing  the s u c c e e d i n g  night .  T h is  c a s e  o c c u r r e d  
in a h o u s e  upon  the s a m e  s t r e e t ,  and d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  
to that o c c u p i e d  b y  the T h o m p s o n  f a m i l y .

" O n  the 16th of  June ,  M r s .  Susan  P o l l a r d ,  a g e d  
s e v e n t y - f o u r ,  l iv ing  one and a ha l f  m i l e s  w e s t  of the 
c i t y ,  upon the l ine  of the M e m p h i s  and C h a r l e s t o n  
R a i l r o a d ,  was  taken with a s l ight  d i a r r h e a , w a s  w o r s e  
on the 17th, and was  in c h o l e r a - c o l l a p s e  on the m o r n i n g  
of the 18th. She d ied  dur ing  the s u c c e e d i n g  night .  
This  lady  had w a lk ed  t o  H u n ts v i l l e  on the m o r n i n g  of  
June 14, and had r e m a i n e d  with h er  c h i l d r e n  within 
one  s q u a r e  of  the h o u s e s  o c c u p i e d  b y  the f i r s t  and 
s e c o n d  c a s e s  unti l  the a f t e r n o o n  of the 15th, when she 
re tu r n e d  h o m e  on f o o t  o v e r  the r a i l r o a d - t r a c k , and 
was  d r e n c h e d  on the w a y  by  a s h o w e r  of  ra in .

" A b n e r  G r a h a m ,  a g ed  f o r t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  w h o s e  
r e s i d e n c e  and s t o r e - h o u s e  was  i m m e d i a t e l y  south of 
the p r e m i s e s  o c c u p i e d  by the f i r s t  c a s e ,  was  a t tacked

27



with c h o l e r a  on the m o r n i n g  of the 19th of  J u ne ,  and 
d ie d  on the 21st.  T w o  other  m e m b e r s  of  h is  family- 
had the d i s e a s e  within a f e w  d a y s ,  but r e c o v e r e d .  
L a r k in ,  a n e g r o ,  aged  t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s ,  who w a i ted  
on  M r .  G r a h a m ,  and who a s s i s t e d  in s h rou d in g  his 
c o r p s e ,  t o o k  the d i s e a s e  on the night o f  the 21st o f  June,  
and d ied  at 8 o ' c l o c k  a. m.  o f  the 22d.  The  s a m e  day 
(June 21) a n e g r o  ch i ld  l iv ing  in the house  in w h i c h  Joe  
Smith  had d ied  w a s  taken  with the d i s e a s e ,  and d ied  in 
s i x  h o u r s .

" F r o m  this c a s e  it is  i m p o s s i b l e  in this p o r t i o n  o f  
the c i t y  to t r a c e  the c o n n e c t i o n  o f  the c a s e s ;  the d i s e a s e  
b e c a m e  e p i d e m i c ,  a t tack ing  a l ike  white  and b lack ,  and 
e x te n d in g  in a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  Taking the h ou se  in w h i c h  
Joe  Smith  d ied  as  a c e n t e r ,  and d e s c r i b i n g  a c i r c l e  o f  
f o u r  hundred  y a r d s  in d ia m e t e r ,  we f ind that f i fty  c a s e s  
o f  c h o l e r a  o c c u r r e d  in that a r e a  within the s p a c e  o f  
ten d a y s  f r o m  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the d i s e a s e  in the 
p e r s o n  o f  Smith.

"O n  the 16th o f  June,  the d i s e a s e  w as  i n t r o d u c e d  
into the e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  the ci ty  th rou g h  the p e r s o n  
o f  L o u i s  H a r r i s ,  a m ulatto  f i f ty  y e a r s  o f  age ,  who w as  
the p r o p r i e t o r  o f  a d r i n k i n g - s a l o o n ,  w h ich  w a s  a p l a c e  
o f  g r e a t  r e s o r t  f o r  n e g r o e s  f r o m  al l  p o r t i o n s  o f  the 
c i ty .  H a r r i s  w a s  taken with c h o l e r a  whi le  at his s a lo o n ,  
w h i c h  w a s  in the c e n t e r  o f  the c i ty ,  and w as  i m m e d i a t e l y  
r e m o v e d  to his h o m e ,  w h ich  w a s  in a l o c a l i t y  known 
as  G e o r g i a ,  inhabited  a l m o s t  e n t i r e ly  by n e g r o e s .

" T h i s  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  the c i ty  has the s a m e  
p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as the w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n ,  the 
s a m e  d e f e c t i v e  d r a in a g e ,  the s a m e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  w a t e r ,  
and the s a m e  kind o f  ponds  and m a r s h e s .

" H a r r i s  w as  fu l ly  c o l l a p s e d  in the a f t e r n o o n  o f  the 
16th, but r e a c t e d  during  the night,  s l o w ly  r e c o v e r e d ,  
and w as  d i s c h a r g e d  quite  c o n v a le  s cent  on the fou r th  day.

"June 23, f i ve  n e g r o e s  who l i v e d  in the i m m e d i a t e
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v i c in i ty  to H a r r i s  w e r e  taken  with  c h o l e r a ,  and a l l  
d ied  within t h i r t y - s i x  h o u r s .  At this  t im e  the u s e  o f  
w e l l - w a t e r  w as  f o r b i d d e n  by the b o a r d  o f  health in this 
p o r t i o n  o f  the c i ty ,  and the p e o p l e  w e r e  suppl ied  with 
w a te r  f r o m  the G r e a t  Spring ,  w h i c h  w as  c a r t e d  in 
quant i t ies  f o r  the ir  use  by  the c i ty  a u th o r i t i e s .  This  
supply  o f  w a t e r  w a s  fu r n is h e d  f o r  the s p a c e  o f  one  
w e e k ,  dur ing  w h ich  t im e  no new  c a s e s  o f  the d i s e a s e  
o c c u r r e d ,  when the n e g r o e s ,  thinking t h e m s e l v e s  
s e c u r e ,  r e s u m e d  the use  o f  the w e l l - w a t e r  and,  within 
four  d a ys ,  s i x  fata l  c a s e s  o f  c h o l e r a  o c c u r r e d  in the 
s a m e  v i c i n i t y .  The  u se  o f  w e l l - w a t e r  w as  a ga in  
p r o h ib i t e d ,  and aga in ,  the p r o g r e s s  o f  the d i s e a s e  w as  
a r r e s t e d .

"W h en  it b e c a m e  g e n e r a l l y  known that c h o l e r a  w as  
e p i d e m i c  in the c i ty ,  m a n y  o f  the c i t i z e n s  r e m o v e d  
to the co u n tr y  w i t h t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  A m o n g  th ese  f a m i l i e s  
s ix  c a s e s  o f  c h o l e r a  a r e  known to  have o c c u r r e d .  One 
ge n t le m an  sent  his  f a m i l y  to his p lantat ion ,  ten m i l e s  
f r o m  the c i ty .  A f t e r  r e m a in in g  t h e r e  f o r  th r e e  w e e k s  
they  re tu r n e d  to H untsv i l le  and r e m a i n e d  two days ,  and 
again  went  to the cou n try .  T h r e e  days  a f ter  t h e i r  
r e tu r n  f r o m  the c i ty ,  a l i t t le  b o y  in the f a m i l y  was  
taken with c h o l e r a  and d ied  in a f e w  h o u r s ;  the s a m e  
day a lady,  f i fty y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  w as  attacked ,  but 
r e c o v e r e d .  The f a m i l y  now  r e t u r n e d  to the ir  h o m e  
at H untsv i l l e ,  when a l l ,  both  white  and b lack ,  w e r e  
a f f e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s e a s e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  an a d d i 
t ion a l  death o c c u r r e d .  None o f  the w o r k m e n  o r  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  on this  p lantat ion  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  with  the 
d i s e a s e .

" F o r t y  o r  f i fty  p e r s o n s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  H untsv i l le  
dur ing  the e p i d e m i c  to  M onte  Sano, a m ou n ta in  fou r  
m i l e s  ea s t  o f  town. A m o n g  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  t h e r e  w e r e  
t h r e e  c a s e s  o f  c h o l e r a ,  one  o f  w h o m  d ied .  One c a s e  
w a s  a t tacked  in two d a y s ,  one  c a s e  in f o u r t e e n  d a y s ,
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and one  c a s e  in tw e n ty - th re e  days  a f te r  they  had le f t  
H u n tsv i l l e .

" S o m e  p e r s o n s  t o o k  r e fu g e  at J o h n s o n ' s  W el l ,  a 
w a t e r i n g - p l a c e  nine m i l e s  nor th  o f  H untsv i l le .  At 
this t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e  n e a r l y  ninety v i s i t o r  s at the w e l l s .  
One c a s e  o f  c h o l e r a  o c c u r r e d ,  and d ied  a f te r  an i l l 
n e s s  o f  t h i r t y - s i x  h o u r s .  No o ther  c a s e  o c c u r r e d .

" A  n e g r o  w o m a n ,  who l i v e d  s i x  m i l e s  in the c o u n t r y ,  
c a m e  to tow n to  v i s i t  her  daughter ,  who w a s  i l l  w ith  
c h o l e r a .  She r e m a i n e d  th r e e  days  and re tu r n e d  to her  
h o m e .  On the s ixth  day a f te r  her  r e t u r n  she  w a s  
taken  with the s a m e  d i s e a s e  and died .  On the p lantat ion  
w e r e  about  s ix ty  p e r  son s ,  but a m o n g  t h e m  no  new  c a s e s  
o c c u r r e d .

" T h e  h igh  and w e l l - d r a i n e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  the c i ty  
r e m a i n e d  a l m o s t  e x e m p t  f r o m  the d i s e a s e ,  o n ly  e ight  
o r  ten  c a s e s  having  b een  r e p o r t e d ,  and a m o n g  t h e m  
on ly  two deaths .

" D u r i n g  the p r e v a l e n c e  o f  the e p i d e m i c  we  had 
e v e r y  f o r m  o f  the d i s e a s e ,  f r o m  sl ight  b o r b o r y g m ,  w ith  
w a t e r y ,  e a s y  d ia r r h e a ,  to that o f  the m o s t  m a l ig n a n t  
ty p e .  U nder  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  it is  i m p o s s i b l e  to  
g iv e  m o r e  than an a p p r o x i m a t i o n  to  the n u m b e r  o f  
c a s e s .  We have ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e p o r t s  o f  about  one hundred  
and f i f ty  c a s e s  so  w e l l  de f in ed  as to l e a v e  no doubt  as  
to  th e i r  t ru e  c h a r a c t e r .  Of the w h o le  n u m b e r  t h e r e  
w e r e  f i f t y - o n e  dea ths ;  o f  th e s e  s e v e n te e n  w e r e  w h i tes  
and t h i r t y - f o u r  w e r e  n e g r o e s .  V e r y  n e a r l y  a l l  the 
c a s e s  w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e d  fa ta l ly  w e r e  found in a state  
o f  c o l l a p s e  by the at tending p h y s i c i a n  when f i r s t  c a l l e d  
to  s e e  them .  Only f o u r  c a s e s  a re  r e p o r t e d  as  having 
r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  this  con d i t ion .  The d i s e a s e  w a s  found 
to be a m e n d a b le  to t r e a t m e n t ,  i f  s e e n  in the e a r l y  s ta g e s .  
The  la s t  c a s e  w h i c h  w a s  r e p o r t e d  o c c u r r e d  on the 29th 
o f  July."
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The r e p o r t  o f  Dr .  D e m e n t ,  and th ose  o f  hundreds  
o f  p h y s i c i a n s  a c r o s s  the nat ion  a s s e m b l e d  by the 
S u r g e o n - G e n e r a l ,  p r o v i d e d ,  in a g g r e g a t e ,  a c l e a r  
p i c t u r e  o f  the e p i d e m i c .  It b e c a m e  ev ident  that the 
p o o r  w e r e ,  in n u m b e r s ,  the g r e a t e s t  v i c i t m s  o f  the 
d i s e a s e ,  and that the r e a s o n  f o r  this  w a s  the fa c t  that 
they o f ten  had no a c c e s s  to sa fe  w a t e r  su p p l ie s  and 
sa n i ta ry  s e w e r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  The debate  a m o n g  m e d 
i c a l  c i r c l e s  as  to c a u s a t iv e  f a c t o r s  and t r e a t m e n t  was  
to cont inue  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s ,  but m u n i c i p a l  and state  
g o v e r n m e n t s  through out  the nat ion  t o o k  a c t i o n  to 
e s t a b l i s h  b o a r d s  o f  health  and o th e r  m e d i c a l  a g e n c i e s  
as  g u a rd ia n s  o f  the p u b l i c  health,  to d e v e l o p  adequate  
m e t h o d s  f o r  w a t e r  and s e w a g e  t r e a t m e n t ,  and to c o n 
s t r u c t  the n e c e s s a r y  s a n i ta r y  f a c i l i t i e s .

In t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a ,  the p u b l i c  s e l d o m  
h e a r s  o f  a c a s e  o f  s m a l l p o x ,  y e l l o w  f e v e r ,  typhoid ,  
o r  c h o l e r a .  T h is  has b e e n  l a r g e l y  the r e s u l t  o f  the 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  and en l ightened  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  at a l l  l e v e l s .  I n s o f a r  as  c h o l e r a  
is  c o n c e r n e d ,  p r e v e n ta t iv e  m e a s u r e s ,  inc lu d in g  w a t e r  
supp ly  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  sa n i ta ry  s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m s ,  and 
i m m u n iz a t i o n ,  have  c h e c k e d  the d i s e a s e  in the United 
States,  though it is  s t i l l  e n d e m i c  i n  c e r t a i n  o ther  
c o u n t r i e s .  In s u m m a r y ,  the p u b l i c  support  g e n e r a te d  
by the e p i d e m i c  o f  1873 and the e x t e n s i v e  study o f  the 
d i s e a s e  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  a p p e a r  to have c o n t r ib u te d  
m a t e r i a l l y  to the health  o f  the c i t i z e n s  o f  the United 
States .  But p e r h a p s  the w o r d s  o f  A s s i s t a n t  S u rg eon  
E ly  M c C l e l l a n ,  United States A r m y ,  in his r e p o r t  on 
the e p i d e m i c  o f  1873 b e a r  r e p e a t i n g :

E t e r n a l  v i g i l a n c e  i s  the p r i c e  paid  f o r  the sa fe ty  
o f  the r e p u b l i c ,  and e t e r n a l  sa n i ta r y  v i g i l a n c e  
should  be e x e r c i s e d  by na t iona l ,  State,  and 
m u n i c i p a l  a uthor i t i e s .
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A L A B A M A  MAKES HER D E B U T

I N T O  T HE  U N I O N
By G. W. M cG inty

A l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w in g  the end o f  the W ar  
o f  1812, the nat ion  began  a p e r i o d  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and e x p a n s io n .  A t a r i f f  w as  e n a c ted  by the C o n g r e s s  
to p r o t e c t  the infant f a c t o r i e s  that had b e e n  bui lt ;  the 
m i l i t a r y  w a s  r e o r g a n i z e d  to p r o v i d e  a m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  
a r m y  a n d  n a v y ;  the f in a n c e s  w e r e  r e v i s e d  and a 
S e co n d  Bank  o f  the United States w as  c h a r t e r e d ;  and 
a p r o g r a m  o f  in te r n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w as  la u n ch e d  
c a l l in g  f o r  r o a d s ,  ca n a l s ,  e tc .  to fa c i l i ta te  t r a d e  and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e tw e e n  d istant  po ints .

T he  m o v e m e n t  w e s t w a r d  w a s  a c c e l e r a t e d  by the 
a d m i s s i o n  into the Union o f  the s ta tes  o f  L o u i s ia n a  
(1812), I l l in o i s  (1816), M i s s i s s i p p i  (1818), A l a b a m a  
(1819), and M i s s o u r i  (1820). The  e n e r g e t i c  young  
n a t ion  w a s  s e e k in g  n ew  f a r m s ,  new  p r o d u c t s ,  and new  
a d v e n t u r e  w h i c h  b rou g h t  unheard  o f  g r o w t h  and p r o s 
p e r i t y  by  1825.

The  co t t o n  gin w a s  p r o v in g  that g r o w in g  co t to n  
with s lav e  l a b o r  c ou ld  be p r o f i ta b l e .  P e o p l e  w e r e  
l e a v in g  the o l d e r  se t t led  states  Of the A t la n t ic  s e a 
b o a r d  and m o v in g  we st in s e a r c h  o f  f e r t i l e  lands .  The 
so n s  and s o n s - i n - l a w  o f  the s la v e  h o l d e r s  f r o m  V i r 
g inia  to G e o r g i a  w e r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  c o t t o n  l a n d s .  
L e s s e r  f o lk  c a m e  w e s t  f o r  a d v en tu re ,  o r  to e s c a p e  
the law  o r  debts  b a c k  eas t .  A l l  w e r e  on the m o v e  to 
s o m e  d e g r e e .
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G e o r g i a  did not c e d e  her  w e s t e r n  lands  to the 
United States until a f t e r  the s c a n d a l  o f  the Y a z o o  Land 
s a le s  o f  1793. T h e s e  land c l a i m s  c a s t  a c loud  o v e r  
t i t les  in the a r e a  o r g a n i z e d  as the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r 
r i t o r y ,  c o m p r i s i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tates  o f  
M i s s i s s i p p i  and A la b a m a .  The Indian c l a i m s  had to 
be d i s p o s e d  o f  b e f o r e  the a r e a  c ou ld  be s u r v e y e d  and 
so ld  to white s e t t l e r s .

H o w e v e r ,  th e r e  w e r e  s e t t l e m e n t s  around  M o b i l e  
and a long  the M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  dat ing b ack  a l m o s t  a 
hundred y e a r s .  A r o u n d  1816 the Indians re l in q u is h e d  
m o s t  o f  the land in what i s  n ow  A la b a m a .  Up to that 
date a m a j o r i t y  o f  the s e t t l e r  s o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r 
r i t o r y  w e r e  a lon g  the M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  and the t e r 
r i t o r i a l  c a p i ta l  w a s  f i r s t  at N a tc h e z  and then W a s h 
ington,  a f e w  m i l e s  east .  P r i o r  to 1816 the A m e r i c a n  
s e t t l e r s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in the v a l l e y s  o f  the A l a 
bam a ,  T o m b i g b e e ,  and T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r s .  T e r r i t o 
r ia l  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  the a r e a s  found it in co n v e n ie n t  to 
t r a v e l  the g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  to W ash ington ,  w h e r e  they  
w e r e  o u t n u m b e r e d  and outvoted .  H e n c e ,  in 1803 they 
began  ag i tat ing  f o r  a d i v i s i o n  o f  the t e r r i t o r y .  They  
c o m p l a i n e d  in 1816 that t h e r e  w e r e  e ight  d e l e g a t e s  
f r o m  the s e t t l e m e n t s  ea s t  o f  the P e a r l  R iv e r  and 
s ix teen  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  w e s t  o f  that r i v e r ,  n o tw ith 
standing that the e a s t  had m o r e  f r e e  w hites  than the 
w est .  Senator G e o r g e  P o i n d e x t e r  had p r o p o s e d  in 
1811 that C o n g r e s s  d iv id e  the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y  
with a l ine  b eg inn ing  at the m o u th  o f  the Y a z o o  R i v e r  
and running ea s t  to the C h a t tah o o ch e e .  Strong o p 
p o s i t i o n  k i l l e d  the p r o p o s a l .  By 1800 a n u m b e r  o f  
A m e r i c a n s  had set t led  a long  the A l a b a m a  and T o m 
b ig b e e  R i v e r s  w h e r e  they  e x p e r i e n c e d  e x t r e m e  h a r d 
sh ips  and p r iv a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i s o l a t i o n  and Indian 
r a id s .  Capta in  John Hunt built  the f i r  st cab in  in H u n ts 
v i l l e  in 1802, but he w as  not the f i r s t  s e t t l e r  in the 
T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y .  E v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  that the s e t t l e r s
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in th is  v a l l e y  did not su f f e r  as m u c h  p r iv a t i o n ,  n or  
as  m a n y  h a r d s h i p s  as  the e a r l i e r  s e t t l e r s  i n  the 
r i v e r  v a l l e y s  to  the south.  The  A l a b a m a - T o m b i g b e e  
s e t t l e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  had m a d e  e c o n o m i c  and c u l tu r a l  
p r o g r e s s  by  1812, at w h ic h  t im e  Huntsv i l le  w a s  one  
o f  the m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  v i l l a g e s  on the A m e r i c a n  f r o n t i e r  
and M a d i s o n  County  w a s  c o n s p i c u o u s  f o r  its w e a l th  
and cu l tu r e .

The  r i f l e ,  axe ,  f r o e ,  and c o w - b e l l  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  
a c c o u t e r m e n t s  f o r  a c o m f o r t a b l e  e x i s t e n c e  on the 
f r o n t i e r .  The  d w e l l in g s  w e r e  s m a l l  c a b in s  bui lt  o f  
r o u g h  p o l e s  with d ir t ,  o r  ro u g h  p la in  p u n c h e o n s ,  f o r  
a f l o o r .  The  w a r d r o b e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  w o o d e n  p e g s  
a t tac h e d  to  a l o g  in the wal l .  Split l o g s  w e r e  u sed  
f o r  s e t t e e s  and c h a i r s  w e r e  b l o c k s  o f  w o o d .  The  
m a s t e r  o f  the h ou se  had few  to o l s  with w h i c h  to fa s h io n  
his h o u s e  and fu r n i tu re .  A  m e r e  open ing  th r o u g h  the 
w o o d s  w a s  c a l l e d  a r o a d  and t r a v e l  w as  on foo t ,  h o r s e 
b a c k ,  o r  o x  w agon .  A h o u s e - r a i s i n g ,  a w o o d - c h o p p i n g ,  
o r  a l o g - r o l l i n g  w as  a s o c i a l  event .  L i fe  w a s  h a rd  
and s o m b e r  but it did have e x c i t e m e n t ,  r o m a n c e ,  and 
s o m e  fun. The young  f o lk s  f r o l i c k e d  at p lay  p a r t i e s  
in the l o g  c a b in s  and w edd in g  f e s t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a t i m e  
o f  m e r r i m e n t .

T he  Indians  had to r e l in q u i s h  th e ir  c l a i m s  to the 
land  b e f o r e  the land w a s  s u r v e y e d  and o f f e r e d  f o r  s a le  
at p u b l i c  auct ion .  The  land o f f i c e  f o r  land s a l e s  in 
North  A l a b a m a  w as  at H untsv i l le  and the land o f f i c e  f o r  
South A l a b a m a  w as  M i l l e d g e v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a ,  at f i r s t ,  
but l a t e r  o f f i c e s  w e r e  op e n e d  in M o b i l e ,  St. Stephens,  
Cahaba  and T u s c a l o o s a .  Land s a l e s  g e n e r a te d  n a t i o n 
w i d e  i n t e r e s t .  M en  c a m e  f r o m  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  the 
c o u n t r y  to p a r t i c ip a t e .  Specu la t ion  in land w a s  c o m 
m o n .  The op p or tu n ity  f o r  q u i ck  w ea l th  by s p e c u l a 
t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  st i l l  q u i c k e r  w ea l th  by 
swind l ing .  The s w i n d l e r s  c o o p e r a t e d  and one  a s s o c i 
a t ion  o f  s w i n d l e r s  w a s  sa id  to  have c l e a r e d  a p p r o x 
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im a t e ly  two th ousand d o l l a r s  e a c h  on one  t ra n s a c t i o n .  
The s i tuat ion  b e c a m e  so n o t o r i o u s  that the F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  its agents  to bid aga ins t  the 
c o m b in a t i o n s  w h e n  t h e y  thought it a d v i s a b le  at the 
land a u c t i o n s .

The la w  o f  1800 r e d u c e d  the m i n i m u m  t r a c t  to be 
so ld  to 320 a c r e s  and in 1804 it w a s  r e d u c e d  to 160 
a c r e s  and the m i n i m u m  p r i c e  w as  $2. 00 per  a c r e .  
The  p u r c h a s e r  paid  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  the p r i c e  in c a s h  
and o n e - f o u r t h  e a c h  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  unti l  paid  in full .  
The  pan ic  o f  1819 c a u s e d  a n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  to l o s e  
what they had p r e v i o u s l y  pa id ,  w hen  they  w e r e  unable 
to m e e t  the annual in s ta l lm en t .  C o n g r e s s  r e s p o n d e d  
in 1820 by r e d u c i n g  the m i n i m u m  t r a c t  to e ighty a c r e s  
and the m i n i m u m  p r i c e  to $1. 25 p e r  a c r e ,  p r o v i d e d  
it w as  a c a s h  t r a n s a c t i o n .  F o l l o w in g  the a u ct ion  the 
un so ld  land c ou ld  be e n t e r e d  at the m i n i m u m  p r i c e .

A l l  land w e s t  o f  M a d i s o n  County  on  both s id e s  o f  
t h e  T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r  w a s  o f f e r e d  f o r  sa le  in 1818 
through  the H untsv i l le  land o f f i c e .  Sales  that y e a r  
to ta led  $7, 000,  000 with  on ly  $1, 500,  000 o f  this s u m  
paid  in c a s h ,  o v e r  $1, 000,  000 o f  w h ich  w as  Y a z o o  
s c r i p .  M en  f r o m  V i r g i n i a ,  G e o r g i a ,  Kentucky ,  and 
M a d is o n  County  o r g a n i z e d  c o m p a n i e s  to sp e cu la te  in 
t h ese  land s a le s .  S o m e  p r o m i n e n t  T e n n e s s e a n s  bid 
aga inst  th ese  s p e c u l a t o r s  and bid the p r i c e  up $50 to 
$100 p e r  a c r e  f o r  the b e s t  land in the T e n n e s s e e  V a l 
ley .  A v e r a g e  co t to n  land s o ld  f r o m  $20 to $30 p e r  
a c r e .

The p r e v a i l i n g  s i tuat ion  w as  r ip e  f o r  a rush  to the 
u n o c c u p i e d  lands  to be  r e l in q u i s h e d  by the Indians .  
T he  in f lux  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  w as  so  g r e a t  in 1816 and 
1817 that the Indians and s c a t t e r e d  p i o n e e r s  did not 
have enough  c o r n  to m e e t  the n e e d s  o f  the n e w c o m e r s .  
C o r n  a long  the r o a d  f r o m  H untsv i l l e  to T u s c a l o o s a  
so ld  f o r  $4 p e r  bushel .  The  c o m m o d i t y  b e c a m e  so
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s c a r c e  a m o n g  the Indians that the g o v e r n m e n t  ex ten ded  
r e l i e f  in 1817 to f o r  s ta l l  w i d e s p r e a d  s tarva t ion .

I m m i g r a t i o n s  w e r e  a c c e l e r a t e d  a f te r  1815, e v e n  
though  the Indians had not c o m p l e t e d  the ir  c e s s i o n  
and the land had not been  s u r v e y e d .  The  i m m i g r a n t s  
s i m p l y  " s q u a t t e d "  on the land they wanted in sp i te  o f  
the la w  and the e f f o r t s  o f  the g o v e r n m e n t  to p r e v e n t  
the in t r u s i o n  b e f o r e  the sa le  at auct ion .  It w a s  d i f 
f i c u l t  to r e m o v e  th e s e  squatter  s. When t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  
to b u rn  the c a b in s  o f  t h o s e  who r e f u s e d  to e v a c u a t e ,  
the s q u a t t e r s  w ould  re tu r n ,  re b u i ld  th e i r  h o m e s  and 
r e s u m e  l i f e  as usual.  T h e  p r o b l e m  p e r s i s t e d  a f te r  
the land w a s  s u r v e y e d  and put up f o r  sa le .  Any  m a n  
w ho  w ould  bid a ga in st  the squatter  f o r  the land he had 
c l e a r e d  and l i v e d  on f o r  y e a r s  w as  c o n s i d e r e d  p r e t t y  
l o w  by a l l  f r o n t i e r s m e n .  Such a h e a r t l e s s  p u r c h a s e r  
w ou ld  be  o s t r a c i s e d ,  o r  run out o f  the c o m m u n i t y ,  i f  he 
g a in e d  t i t le  to the squatter  land.

The  e a r l i e s t  i m m i g r a n t s  used  the s t r e a m s  f o r  
i n g r e s s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  L ater  the F e d e r a l  R oa d  
f r o m  A th en s ,  G e o r g i a ,  to New O r le a n s  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  
the s o u t h e r n  p a rt  o f  the t e r r i t o r y ,  and the N a tc h e z  
T r a c e  f r o m  N a sh v i l l e  to New O r le a n s  t r a v e r s e d  the 
n o r t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r ,  c r o s s i n g  the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r  
in the v i c i n i t y  o f  M u s c l e  Shoals.  A n oth er  r o a d  f r o m  
A u g u sta ,  G e o r g i a ,  to K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  had a 
spu r  c o n n e c t in g  it w ith  H untsv i l le .  H untsv i l le  had a 
r o a d  to T u s c a l o o s a ,  at the head o f  n a v iga t ion  on the 
B l a c k  W a r r i o r  R i v e r .  T h is  r o a d  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  Jones  
V a l l e y  w h e r e  p r e s e n t  day B i r m i n g h a m  is l o c a t e d .  A  
p o r t a g e  r o a d  c o n n e c t in g  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  the T e n n e s s e e  
with th ose  o f  the C o o s a  R i v e r  w as  u s e d  f o r  t r a v e l  and 
f re igh t .

A f t e r  p u r c h a s in g  new  land in A la b a m a  the p r o 
s p e c t i v e  i m m i g r a n t  r e t u r n e d  to his h o m e ,  so ld  it, 
p a c k e d  his h o u s e h o ld  g o o d s  and f a r m  i m p l e m e n t s  on
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w ag o n s  and b ega n  the j o u r n e y  to h is  new h o m e .  The 
s l a v e s  d r o v e  the h e r d s  o f  catt le  and hogs ,  whi le  the 
p l a n t e r ' s  f a m i l y  brou gh t  up the r e a r  in a c a r r i a g e .  
It w as  a t e d io u s  j o u r n e y .  The s m a l l e r  s t r e a m s  w e r e  
f o r d e d  and the l a r g e r  ones  w e r e  f e r r i e d .  M en  and b o y s  
hunted a long  the w ay  supply ing  the c a r a v a n  with f r e s h  
m ea t .  A l l  g a th e r e d  a rou n d  the c a m p f i r e  at night to 
p r e p a r e  the f o o d ,  d i s c u s s  the e v e n ts  o f  the day,  and 
r e - a s s e s s  the p lans  f o r  the next  day  o r  until  they 
r e a c h e d  the j o u r n e y ' s  end.  Quite o f ten  th e r e  w as  
s ing ing  o r  o th er  f e s t i v i t i e s .

On r e a c h i n g  his new  land ,  the p la n ter  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a l og  cab in ,  w h i c h  u s u a l ly  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two l o g  pens  
j o in ed  by a p a s s a g e w a y  o r  hal l  w ith  a ch im n e y  at the 
end o f  e a c h  pen.  T h e s e  p a s s a g e w a y s  w e r e  known in 
s o m e  s e c t i o n s  as  " d o g  t ro ts . "  The  c h im n e y s  w e r e  
built  o f  s tone ,  i f  s tone  w as  a v a i la b l e ,  i f  not, c la y  w as  
used .  The c h im n e y  w a s  f r a m e d  and the w ood  s t i ck s  
w e r e  daubed  with  c l a y  m a k in g  the w a l l s  e i g h t  to 
t w e n t y - f o u r  in c h e s  th ick ,  the th i c k e s t  part  be ing  at 
the b o t t o m  and thinning t o w a r d  the top.  The  huge 
open  hearths  s e r v e d  f o r  heat ing  and cook in g .  A " l e a n -  
t o "  m igh t  be a t tached  to one  o r  b o t h  r o o m s  in the 
r e a r .  L a t e r ,  as t h e  f a m i l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  add it ion a l  
" l e a n  t o 's" m ig h t  be c o n s t r u c t e d  on the f r on t  o r  at the 
ends .  The att ic  p r o v i d e d  s l e e p in g  a r e a s  f o r  the b o y s .

B e f o r e  s a w m i l l s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  in the a r e a ,  the 
f l o o r s  w e r e  m a d e  of  p u n c h e o n s , or  l o g s  spl i t  in h a lv e s  
with t h e  f l a t  s id e  u p w a r d .  T h e  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  the l o g s  
of the w a l l  w a s  f i l l e d  with  c la y ;  the d o o r s  and shutters  
w e r e  of  c r u d e  b o a r d s  and the r o o f  w as  of h a n d - s p l i t  
b o a r d s  o r  s h i n g l e s .  In such  a d w e l l in g ,  the p la n ter  
who  b r o u g h t  h is  h o u s e h o l d  fu r n i s h in g s  c o u ld  e s t a b 
l i s h  a kind of ru d e  c o m f o r t ,  w h i c h  s u f f i c e d  f o r  ev en  
the w e a l t h i e s t  i m m i g r a n t s  in the f i r s t  y e a r ' s  s o j o u r n .

M i s s  A n n e R o y a l  d e s c r i b e d  H u n tsv i l l e  in 1818 as a
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r i c h  and b eaut i fu l  town of  about  260 h o u s e s  with a 
b ank ,  c o u r t h o u s e ,  and m a r k e t  h o u s e .  T h e  s q u a r e  in 
t h e  c e n t e r  of  the town had t w e lv e  s t o r e s  fa c in g  it. 
M a n y  of  the  h o u s e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  b r i c k  and 
s o m e  w e r e  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  high.  The  c i t i z e n s  w e r e  
d e s c r i b e d  as  g a y ,  p o l i t e ,  and h o s p i t a b l e .

M o s t  of  the s m a l l  f a r m e r s  c a m e  to  the a r e a  with 
l i t t le  o r  n o  p r o p e r t y .  T h e i r  h o u s e h o ld  p r o p e r t y  and 
f a r m i n g  e q u ip m e n t  w e r e  c r u d e .  In m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  
t h e i r  c a b i n s  on ly  had d i r t  f l o o r s .  T h e y  had c o m e  into 
the n e w  c o u n t r y  in s e a r c h  of e c o n o m i c  f r e e d o m  ra th e r  
than to  s e e k  a f o r t u n e .  T h e s e  h a r d y  p i o n e e r s  sought  
s u b s i s t e n c e  f o r  th e i r  f a m i l y  ra th e r  than co t to n  lands 
and a c c e s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  they  did not  p o s s e s s  
c a p i t a l ,  and b e c a u s e  it w as  not  to  the ir  i n t e r e s t  to  d o  
s o .  T h e y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e r e  not  dependent  on the p r i c e  
o f  c o t t o n .  A  s e c l u d e d  nook  w ould  s e r v e  t h e m  w e l l  f o r  
they  l o v e d  the  f r e e d o m  of  the f o r e s t ,  the r i f l e ,  and 
the a x e .  T h e y  bu i l t  t h e i r  c a b i n s ,  c l e a r e d  s m a l l  
p a t c h e s  of  land  f o r  c o r n  and other  f o o d s  and t u r n e d  
t h e i r  h o g s  l o o s e  t o  r o a m  the w o o d s  and m u l t ip ly .  
The  c a t t l e  l i k e w i s e  found s u b s i s t e n c e  in the w o o d s  
and m e a d o w s .

In sp i te  o f  the m i x t u r e  w h i c h  w as  p r o d u c e d  b y  the 
f l o w  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  into  A l a b a m a ,  th r e e  a r e a s  can  
be  d i s t in g u i s h e d  that have  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
of  the p r e d o m i n a n t  e l e m e n t  in the p op u la t ion .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  the  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  of  T e n n e s s e a n s  in t h e  
T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y  gave  a s t r o n g ly  d e m o c r a t i c  f lavor  
to  the  p o l i t i c a l  id e a s ; in the T o m b i g b e e - W a r r i o r  
R i v e r s  r e g i o n ,  w h e r e  the C a r o l i n a - V i r g i n i a  i m m i 
g ra n ts  p r e d o m i n a t e d ,  t h e r e  w as  a f l a v o r  of  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s e r v a t i s m ;  and in M o n t g o m e r y  County  the influence  
of G e o r g i a  p o l i t i c s  was c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n i b l e .  N e v e r 
t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o ther  f a c t o r s  that w e r e  v e r y  
potent  in shaping op in ions  and p o l i t i c s  a long  with the 
o r ig in  of p op u la t ion .
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W hen C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  the enabl ing  a c t  f o r  s t a t e 
h o o d ,  the s e v e n  e a s t e r n  c o u n t i e s  of  the M i s s i s s i p p i  
T e r r i t o r y  w e r e  d e s ig n a t e d  the T e r r i t o r y  of A l a b a m a  
on M a r c h  3, 1817. P r e s i d e n t  J a m e s  M o n r o e  s igned  
the c o m m i s s i o n  o f  W i l l i a m  Wyatt B ib b  as g o v e r n o r  o f  
the t e r r i t o r y  on S e p t e m b e r  25, 1817. T h e  l a w s  in 
f o r c e  in the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y  w ould  r e m a i n  in 
f o r c e  in the new  t e r r i t o r y  until  ch an ged  by the A la b a m a  
T e r r i t o r i a l  A s s e m b l y .  Thus the M i s s i s s i p p i  o f f i c i a l s  
fu nct ioned  dur ing  the in t e r v a l  f r o m  M a r c h  to S ep 
t e m b e r ,  1817. St. Stephens  w as  n a m e d  the ca p i ta l  
o f  the n ew  t e r r i t o r y  and the f i r s t  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s 
la tu re  m e t  th e re  in two rented  r o o m s  o f  the D ou g las  
Hote l  on  January  19, 1818. The th i r t e e n  m e m b e r s  o f  
the H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  G a b r i e l  M o o r e  
o f  H untsv i l le ,  s p e a k e r .  The  C o u n c i l  o r  Upper H ouse ,  
w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  th r e e  m e m b e r s  c h o s e n  by P r e s i d e n t  
M o n r o e  f r o m  s i x  n a m e s  su bm it ted  to h im  by the t e r 
r i t o r i a l  H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

G o v e r n o r  B ibb  r e c o m m e n d e d  to the L e g i s la t u r e  
the p r o m o t i o n  o f  e d u ca t io n  and in tern a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  
The L e g i s la t u r e  c r e a t e d  th i r t e e n  new c o u n t i e s ;  d i 
v ided  the A la b a m a  T e r r i t o r y  into th r e e  ju d i c ia l  c i r 
cu i t s ;  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s t e a m b o a t  c o m p a n y ,  a bank at 
St. Stephens and an a c a d e m y ;  and e l e c t e d  John C r o w e l l  
the f i r s t  d e l e g a t e  to C o n g r e s s .

The s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  the L e g i s la t u r e  con v en ed  
in N o v e m b e r ,  1818, c r e a t e d  tw o  new  c o u n t ie s ,  and 
spent  m u c h  t i m e  a r g u in g  o v e r  a p p o r t i o n in g  r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s  f r o m  South and f r o m  N o r th  A la b a m a .  The  T e n 
n e s s e e  V a l l e y  w as  the m o s t  p o p u lo u s  and d e s i r e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  white  p op u la t ion  only .  T h is  w ou ld  
g ive  M a d i s o n  e ight  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  w h e r e a s ,  the 
next  m o s t  p op u lou s  county  would  have fou r .  South 
A l a b a m a  f in a l ly  a c c e p t e d  this and a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  
t e m p o r a r y  ca p i ta l  be  m o v e d  to  H untsv i l l e ,  but the p e r 
m anent  ca p i ta l  r e m a i n  at Cahaba.
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A c e n s u s  in d ica ted  that the popu la t ion  o f  A la b a m a  
e x c e e d e d  75, 000 at th is  t im e .  P e o p l e  w e r e  a r r i v i n g  
so  r a p i d l y  that it w as  d i f f i cu l t  to get an a c c u r a t e  count.  
The  H u n tsv i l l e  R e p u b l i ca n ,  in A p r i l ,  1819, e s t i m a t e d  
that the po p u la t i o n  w as  100, 000.  The  L e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  
o p t i m i s t i c  o v e r  the c h a n c e s  o f  A la b a m a  be ing  m a d e  a 
state  and a u t h o r i z e d  a p p r o p r ia t i o n s  to pay the e x p e n s e s  
o f  a State C onst i tu t ion a l  C onvent ion .  At t h e  s a m e  
t i m e  the L e g i s la t u r e  a p p r o v e d  a p e t i t ion  f o r  s ta teh ood ,  
w r i t t e n  by C le m e n t  C o m e r  C lay  and John W. W a l k e r ,  
S p eak er  o f  the H ouse ,  both f r o m  H untsv i l le .  W a lk e r  
w a s  d ir  e c t e d  to  send  c o p i e  s o f  the pet i t ion  to P r e s i d e n t  
M o n r o e ,  the t e r r i t o r i a l  d e le g a te ,  the Speak er  o f  the 
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and to United States Sen a 
t o r  C h a r l e s  Tait  o f  G e o r g ia .

When W a lk e r  f o r w a r d e d  the p e t i t ion  to Senator
Tait ,he e n c l o s e d  a l e t t e r  stating that "I  h a v e ----- a lw a y s
r e g a r d e d  y ou  as  the e f f e c t i v e  d e le g a te  o f  the t e r r i t o r y :  
and y o u  w i l l  have seen  that our  H ouse  p ayed  ( s i c )  y o u  
the c o m p l i m e n t  o f  p r e s e n t in g  to the Senate o u r  M e m o 
r i a l  f o r  A d m i s s i o n  to the Union.  "  He a s k e d  Tait  to 
w o r k  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  o f  A la b a m a  with the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  
b i l l  p a s s e d  by the T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s la t u r e  as  the b a s i s  
f o r  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in the C o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l  C o n v en t ion ,  and that H untsv i l le  be the m e e t i n g  
p l a c e  o f  the Convent ion .

S e n a t o r  Ta i t  w r o t e  the A la b a m a  Enab l ing  A c t ,  
s e r v e d  a s  c h a i r m a n  o f  the c o m m i t t e e  to w h ich  it w a s  
r e f e r r e d ,  and s t e e r e d  the b i l l  th rough  the Senate .  He 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  o p p o s e d  the e f f o r t s  o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i  
s e n a t o r s  to change  the b o u n d a ry  l ine o f  1817. John 
C r o w e l l ,  A l a b a m a 's  t e r r i t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  p r e 
sented  the p e t i t ion  f r o m  South A la b a m a  p e o p le  o p p o s in g  
the " W h i t e "  b a s i s  o f  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  as  p a s s e d  by the 
l a s t  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s la t u r e ,  but fa i led  to i m p r e s s  the 
H o u se  w h i c h  a p p r o v e d  the enabl ing  b i l l  as  p a s s e d  by
40



the Senate.  P r e s i d e n t  M o n r o e  s igned  it M a r c h  2, 1819.
The  C onst i tu t ion a l  C on ven t ion  w a s  to have f o r t y - 

four  m e m b e r s  and w as  to m e e t  in H untsv i l le .  T w o  
t ow n sh ip s  o f  land w e r e  g ra n ted  f o r  a s e m i n a r y  and 
the 640 a c r e s  g iv e n  in  1818 fo r  the ca p i ta l  at Cahaba  
w e r e  i n c r e a s e d  to 1620 a c r e s .  The  s ix teenth  s e c t i o n  
o f  e a c h  tow nsh ip  w a s  set a s id e  f o r  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
and t h r e e  p e r  cent  o f  a l l  land s a l e s  within  A l a b a m a  
w e r e  to go f o r  in te r n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s

T h e r e  en su ed  two  m on th s  o f  sp i r i t e d  ca m p a ig n in g  
f o r  d e l e g a t e s  to the C on vent ion .  M a d i s o n  had tw e n ty -  
two ca n d id a te s  f o r  the e ight  p o s i t i o n s  f r o m  the county ;  
L im e s t o n e  had s e v e n  ca n d id a te s  f o r  th r e e  p o s i t i o n s  
and C o t a c o  f o u r  f o r  two p o s i t i o n s .  M a d i s o n  had e ight  
d e l e g a t e s ;  M o n r o e  f o u r ;  Blount  and L im e s t o n e  t h r e e  
e a c h ; C l a r k ,  C o t a c o ,  F ra n k l in ,  L aw r e n ce ,  M o n t g o m e r y ,  
Shelby,  T u s c a l o o s a  and W a sh in g ton  two e a c h ;  and the 
r e m a in in g  co u n t ie s  e a c h  had one  d e le g a te .  The d e l 
e g a te s  f r o m  M a d i s o n  in c lu d e d  l a w y e r s  and l a w y e r -  
p la n t e r s  who  w e r e  w e l l  ed u ca ted  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in t e r e s t e d  in p o l i t i c a l  th e o r y .

The C o n v e n t io n  w h i c h  m e t  in H untsv i l le  on  July 5, 
1819, w as  c o m p o s e d  o f  e igh teen  l a w y e r s ,  four  p h y s i 
c ia n s ,  two m i n i s t e r s ,  a s u r v e y o r ,  a m e r c h a n t ,  and 
fou r  p l a n t e r s  o r  f a r m e r s .  No in f o r m a t i o n  on the 
o th e r  d e l e g a t e s  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  the C on ven t ion  w as  
found. Nine o f  the d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  f o r m e r  ju d g e s  o r  
l e g i s l a t o r s  in the ir  h o m e  s ta tes .  F o r  in s ta n ce ,  H a r r y  
T o u lm in ,  e x - p r e s i d e n t  o f  T r a n s y l v a n i a  U n iv e r s i t y ,  
had b e e n  s e c r e t a r y  o f  state in K entucky  and judge  in 
the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y .  W i l l i a m  Rufus King had 
b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  C o n g r e s s  f r o m  N orth  C a r o l in a ,  
1804-16,  and s e c r e t a r y  o f  the A m e r i c a n  l e g a t i o n  in 
St. P e t e r s b u r g ,  R u s s ia .  I s r a e l  P i c k e n s  w a s  a m e m 
b e r  o f  C o n g r e s s  f r o m  N or th  C a r o l in a ,  1811-17, and 
M a r m a d u k e  W i l l i a m s  had a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  N or th
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C a r o l i n a ,  1803-17.  At l e a s t  e ight  d e l e g a t e s  had s o m e  
c o l l e g e  t ra in in g .  Six d e leg a te  s la te r  b e c a m e  g o v e r n o r s  
o f  the s t a t e ; s i x  b e c a m e  judge s o f  the A la b a m a  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t ;  and s i x  r e p r e s e n t e d  A la b a m a  in the United 
States  Senate.

T he  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t w e n ty -e ig h t  d e l e g a t e s  has b e e n  
a s c e r t a i n e d  and f i f t e e n  o f  these  w e r e  f r o m  V i r g i n i a ;  
f i v e  f r o m  N o r t h  C a r o l in a ;  G e o r g i a  and South C a r o l i n a  
e a c h  f u r n i s h e d  two ;  D e l a w a r e ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  and V e r 
m o n t  one  e a c h ;  and one w as  a nat ive  o f  England.  The  
a v e r a g e  length  o f  r e s i d e n c e  in the A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y  
o f  t w e n t y - s i x  d e l e g a t e s  w as  f ive  y e a r  s. W i l l i a m  Rufus 
K ing had b e e n  in the t e r r i t o r y  on ly  one y e a r ,  w h e r e a s ,  
I s r a e l  P i c k e n s  and H enry  H i t ch o c k  had b e e n  h e r e  two  
y e a r  s. O l d t i m e r s  l i k e  H a r r y  T o u lm in ,  John W. 
W a l k e r ,  M a r m a d u k e  W i l l i a m s ,  C le m e n t  C. C lay ,  and 
T h o m a s  B ibb  had b een  in the t e r r i t o r y  f i f teen ,  nine ,  
n ine ,  e ight ,  and e ight  y e a r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  G o v e r n o r  
B i b b  w a s  not a m e m b e r  o f  the C onst i tu t ion a l  C o n 
v e n t io n ,  but two o f  his b r o t h e r s ,  T h o m a s  B i b b , and 
John D a n d r id g e  B ibb  r e p r e s e n t e d  L i m e s t o n e  a n d  
M o n t g o m e r y  C ou n t ie s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

The C o n v e n t io n  u n a n i m o u s l y  e l e c t e d  John W. 
W a lk e r  to  p r e s i d e  o v e r  the s e s s i o n s  and John C a m p 
b e l l  w a s  m a d e  s e c r e t a r y .  T hus ,  Huntsv i l le  fu r n i s h e d  
the o f f i c i a l s  and in f lu en ced  the w o r k  o f  the C o n v e n t io n  
in m a n y  w a y s .  B e s i d e s ,  N o r th  A la b a m a  had tw e n t y -  
e ight  d e l e g a t e s  to s ix te e n  f r o m  South A la b a m a .  The  
p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  c o n d u cte d  i n f o r m a l l y  and with  l i t t le  
d e c o r u m .  Str ic t  p a r l i m e n t a r y  p r o c e d u r e  w a s  not 
f o l l o w e d .  S e c r e t a r y  C a m p b e l l  w r o t e  his b r o t h e r  in 
T e n n e s s e e  that P r e s i d e n t  W a lker  "k n ew  l i t t le  m o r e  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p r o c e e d i n g s  than y o u r  boy  R i c h a r d ,  
a l though  an a c c o m p l i s h e d  s c h o l a r . " C a m p b e l l  a l s o  
w r o t e  his b r o t h e r  that T h o m a s  Bibb,  one o f  the l e a d e r s  
o f  the C o n v e n t io n  and A l a b a m a 's  s e c o n d  g o v e r n o r
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" g e t s  s o m e t i m e s  in his  c u p s ;  and dur ing  the sitt ing 
o f  the c o n v e n t i o n  w hen  in that s i tuat ion  would  k e e p  
the house  in a r o a r  f o r  an hour  at a t im e . "

F iv e  d ays  a f ter  the C on ven t ion  o p e n e d ,  C a m p b e l l  
w r o t e  his fa ther  in V i r g i n i a :  " T h e  con v e n t io n  is  c o m 
p o s e d  o f  f o r t y - f o u r  m e m b e r s  and I have n e v e r  s e e n  
in any d e l i b e r a t i v e  b od y  f o r  the n u m b e r s  m o r e  urbanity  
and i n t e l l i g e n c e .  It would  do no d i s c r e d i t  to any 
co u n tr y  h o w e v e r  old  and r e s p e c t a b l e . "

A c o m m i t t e e  o f  f i f t e e n  w a s  a ppo inted  to w r i t e  the 
Const i tut ion .  Of th ese ,  e l e v e n  w e r e  l a w y e r s ,  th r e e  
w e r e  p h y s i c i a n s ,  and one  a m e r c h a n t .  M o s t  o f  t h e m  
w e r e  a l s o  p la n t e r s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  the c o m m i t t e e  
w as  f r o m  the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r ,  the l o w e r  T o m b i g b e e ,  
and A l a b a m a  R i v e r  v a l l e y s .  Seven co u n t ie s  with a 
s la v e  p op u la t ion  o f  f o r t y  p e r  cent  o r  m o r e  had nine 
o f  f i f t een  m e m b e r s ;  s ix  c o u n t i e s  with a s lav e  p o p u l a 
t ion  b e tw een  th ir ty  and f o r t y  p e r  cent  had f ive  m e m 
b e r s ;  and nine co u n t ie s  with a s la v e  popu la t ion  o f  l e s s  
than th irty  p e r  cent  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by only  one  
m e m b e r .  Thus ,  e ight  co u n t ie s  with a s lav e  p o p u l a 
t ion  o f  l e s s  than th ir ty  p e r  cent  had no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
on the c o m m i t t e e .  M a d i s o n  County ,  with a s lav e  
populat ion  o f  f o r t y  nine p e r  cent ,  had th r e e  m e m 
b e r s .  N or th  A l a b a m a  had a m a j o r i t y  with eight  and 
South A l a b a m a  had sev en .  The C h a i r m a n  was  C. C. 
C lay  o f  M a d iso n .  T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  in d ica te  the in f lu en ce  
the s la v e  h o l d e r s  e x e r c i s e d  o v e r  the Convent ion .

The o r i g i n a l  d ra f t  o f  the Const i tu t ion ,  p r e p a r e d  
by the c o m m i t t e e  o f  f i f teen ,  w a s  changed  only  s l ight ly  
by the C onvent ion .  It conta ined  a p r e a m b l e  and s ix  
a r t i c l e s ;  ( l )  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  r ig h ts ,  (2) the s e p a r a t io n  
o f  p o w e r s ,  (3) the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  (4) the e x e c u t i v e ,  (5) 
the j u d i c a r y ,  and (6)  the g e n e r a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  with  
s e c t i o n s  on e d u ca t io n ,  banks ,  s l a v e r y ,  a m e n d i n g  
p r o c e d u r e ,  and a s ch e d u le  f o r  putting the onst i tu t ion  
into e f f e c t .
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The on ly  n a m e  s u g g e s t e d  for  the new  state  w as  
" A la b a m a . " T h e r e  w as  no m e n t io n  o f  su b m it t in g  the 
C o n s t i tu t i o n  to the p e o p l e  f o r  a p p r o v a l ,  b e c a u s e  this  
had n e v e r  b e e n  done .  M in n e s o ta  in 1857 w a s  the f i r s t  
state  to have  h er  Const i tu t ion  a p p r o v e d  by  p o p u la r  
vo te .

The  f r a m e r s  o f  the A la b a m a  C onst i tu t ion  w e r e  
gu ided  by e x p e r i e n c e ,  the p r a c t i c e s  in o ther  states,  
and by the e c o n o m i c  s i tuat ion  at the t i m e .  T h is  fa c t  
is  e v id e n t  in the q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  vo t ing ,  ho ld ing  o f f i c e ,  
a p p o in t iv e  p o w e r  g iven  the g o v e r n o r ,  e l e c t i o n  by  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  by  the p e o p l e ,  the f r e e i n g  o f  s l a v e s ,  
and the p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s l a v e r y .  The e c o n o m i c  s i t u a 
t ion  in 1819 m u st  have  b e e n  o f  d eep  c o n c e r n  to the 
d e l e g a t e s  and e s p e c i a l l y  s p e c u la t i o n  in land.  Land 
n e a r  C ahaba  in the B la c k  Belt ,  f o r  in s ta n ce ,  s o ld  f o r  
$150 p e r  a c r e  the p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

The C onst i tu t ion  w a s  eva luated  as a " m i x t u r e  o f  
l i b e r a l i s m  and c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  a p r o d u c t  o f  the p a st  
and f o r e r u n n e r  o f  the fu ture . "  A n other  c r i t i c  thought  
that the d o c u m e n t  c o n f o r m e d  m o r e  to that o f  M i s s i s 
s ipp i  than to any o ther  s t a t e ' s ,  but w as  r e g a r d e d  as 
m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  in s u f f r a g e ,  o f f i c e  ho ld ing ,  p o p u la r  
e l e c t i o n s ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s l a v e s ,  the a m en d in g  p r o c e s s ,  
r e l i g i o u s  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  and educat ion .

A v o t e r  had to be a white  m a le ,  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  
o f  a g e ,  a r e s i d e n t  o f  the state one y e a r  a n d  o f  the 
d i s t r i c t  th r e e  m on th s .  He was  r e q u i r e d  to be a m e m 
b e r  o f  the m i l i t i a ,  u n le s s  e x e m p t  by law f r o m  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e .  T h is  w as  undoubtedly  the r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
Indian m e n a c e  at the t im e .  It w a s  not r e q u i r e d  o f  the 
v o t e r  to own p r o p e r t y  o r  be a ta x  p a y e r .

The F e d e r a l  r a t i o  w as  set as the b a s i s  o f  a p p o r 
t i on m en t  in the State L e g i s la t u r e ;  annual e l e c t i o n s  and 
annual s e s s i o n s  o f t h e  L e g i s la t u r e  w e r e  p r o v i d e d ;  the 
g o v e r n o r  w as  g iven  the v e to  p o w e r  and s o m e  appo in t ive
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p o w e r ;  and he w a s  r e q u i r e d  to be e l e c t e d  by the p e o p le  
e v e r y  two y e a r s .

The g o v e r n o r ' s v e to  c ou ld  be o v e r r i d d e n  by  a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  the e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  e a c h  h ou se .  The  
L e g i s la t u r e ,  by jo int  v o te ,  e l e c t e d  a l l  state ju dges .  
The  ju d g e s  held  o f f i c e  dur ing  g o o d  b e h a v i o r  and cou ld  
be r e m o v e d  by the g o v e r n o r  i f  a p p r o v e d  by two th irds  
vo te  o f  the L e g i s la t u r e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  p r o p e r t y  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  in e i th e r  house  o f  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e .  A n o th e r  unusual p r o v i s i o n  w a s  that 
s la v e s  w e r e  gra n ted  t r i a l  b y  ju r y  in c a s e s  m o r e  s e r i o u s  
than petty  l a r c e n y ,  and in c a s e  a s la v e  s u f f e r e d  p e r 
sona l  in ju ry ,  the o f f en d in g  p a r t y  should  be punished  
jus t  as though the p e r s o n  i n ju r e d  had b e e n  a white 
man.  O w n e r s  c ou ld  e m a n c i p a t e  s l a v e s  and the L e g 
i s la tu r e  cou ld  p r o h ib i t  a c q u i r i n g  s l a v e s  as m e r c h a n 
d ise .

A l l  f o r t y - f o u r  m e m b e r s  o f  the C on ven t ion  s igned  
the C onst i tu t ion  on A ugust  2, 1819. It w as  t r a n s m it te d  
to C o n g r e s s ,  w h ich  a c c e p t e d  it the f i r s t  M onday  in 
D e c e m b e r  o f  that y e a r .  P r e s i d e n t  M o n r o e  s igned  it 
on  D e c e m b e r  14, 1819 and A l a b a m a  b e c a m e  the tw en ty -  
s e c o n d  state o f  the union on  that date .

One a n a ly s t  thought  two f a c t o r s  at w o r k  in t h e ’ 
state shaped  the Const i tut ion .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  w e r e  
the f r o n t i e r ,  w h ich  w a s  a l e v e l i n g  f o r c e  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  p r o p e r t y  o r  s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d .  It tended to put all  
m e n  on the s a m e  b a s i s .  O p p o s e d  to this w as  a f o r c e  
tending  to build  up o r  c r e a t e  an a r i s t o c r a t i c  c l a s s .  
T h is  t e n d e n c y  w as  a l r e a d y  ev id en t  in the T e n n e s s e e ,  
A la b a m a  and,  l o w e r  T o m b i g b e e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s .  T h is  
e l e m e n t  w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  p l a n t e r s  f r o m  G e o r g i a ,  
V i r g in ia ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  and the C a r o l in a s  and w as  b a s e d  
on  the p lantat ion  s l a v e r y  s y s t e m .  T h e s e  p l a n t e r s ,  as 
a ru le ,  w e r e  ed u ca ted  and t ra in e d  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  and 
w e r e  a l r e a d y  s t e e p e d  in p l a n t a t i o n - s l a v e r y  t r a d i t i o n
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w h en  they  c a m e  to A la b a m a .  It has b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  
that this  s o c i a l  c l a s s  fu r n ish ed  the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  the 
C o n v e n t i o n  and dom in a ted  the C o m m i t t e e  o f  F i f t e e n  
w h i c h  w r o t e  the o r i g i n a l  d ra f t  o f  the C onst i tut ion .  
C h a n g e s  m a d e  to the o r i g i n a l  d ra f t  w e r e  the w o r k  o f  
p la in  m e n  who  c a m e  l a r g e l y  f r o m  the "w h ite  c o u n t i e s . "

T he  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t  o f  P r e s i d e n t  M o n r o e  to H u n tsv 
v i l l e  a f e w  w e e k s  b e f o r e  the C onst i tu t iona l  C o n v e n t io n  
c o n v e n e d  m igh t  have  enhanced  the p r e s t i g e  o f  the 
H u n tsv i l l e  l e a d e r s  in the Convent ion .  W hether  it w a s  
s o  in ten ded  is  doubtful .  The v i s i t  o f  the P r e s i d e n t  
s e e m s  to have  b een  an in c iden t  in his  tour  o f  the South 
to  i n s p e c t  the f o r t s  and to a s c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  new  
d e f e n c e s  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  The c i ty  o f  H untsv i l le  sought  
to e x p r e s s  its a p p r e c ia t i o n  o f  the h on or  by  g iv in g  a 
p u b l i c  d in n er  f o r  the P r e s i d e n t .  M o s t  o f  the p r o m i n e n t  
m e n  and w o m e n  o f  the V a l l e y  attended and m a d e  it a 
f e s t i v e  o c c a s i o n .  The  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  sa luted with  the 
f i r i n g  o f  cannon,  p a t r i o t i c  songs  w e r e  sung and t o a s t s  
w e r e  drun k  " to  the P r e s i d e n t ,  to the C onst i tu t ion  o f  
the United States,  to nat ional  h e r o e s  and c e l e b r i t i e s ,  
to the a r m y  and navy ,  to the late  t rea ty  with Spain,  to 
the w o m e n ,  to educat ion ,  to the in d u s t r i e s ,  to A l a 
b a m a ,  to the p e o p le  w e s t  o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i ,  to the 
f r i e n d s  o f  f r e e d o m  in South A m e r i c a ,  to  p u b l i c  s e n 
t im e n t ,  e t c . " The  P r e s i d e n t ' s  v i s i t  s e r v e d  as  a t o n i c  
to s t im u la te  the h opes  and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  a p e o p l e  on 
the v e r g e  o f  a s s u m in g  the duties  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  s ta teh ood .

In the e l e c t i o n  o f  1820, W i l l i a m  Wyatt B ibb  r e c e i v e d  
8, 342 v o t e s  to 7, 140 f o r  M a r m a d u k e  W i l l i a m s  in the 
r a c e  f o r  g o v e r n o r .  The f i r s t  L e g i s la t u r e  c h o s e  John 
W. W a lk e r  and W. R. King to r e p r e s e n t  A l a b a m a  in 
the United States Senate.  C h a r l e s  Tait  b e c a m e  the 
f i r s t  F e d e r a l  judge  and W i l l i a m  C r a w f o r d  w a s  a p 
po in ted  the f i r s t  F e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  a t to rn ey  f o r  A la b a m a .
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The f i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e  m e t  in H untsv i l le  in O c t o b e r  
f o r  a s ix  w e e k s  s e s s i o n .  It c r e a t e d  s i x  new  c o u n t i e s ;  
p a s s e d  a l a w  f o r b i d d i n g  d ue l ing ;  t r i e d  to p r e v e n t  f raud  
at p u b l i c  land s a l e s ;  c r e a t e d  a s y s t e m  o f  p a t r o l s  to 
p r e s e r v e  o r d e r  a m o n g  s la v e s  and to  ca p tu re  r u n a 
w a y s ;  and l e a s e d  salt  s p r i n g s  and lands  donated  by 
the F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  R e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  w e r e  
e x t e n d e d  the r ight  to i n c o r p o r a t e  and to hold  r e a l  
e s ta te  not to e x c e e d  f i f t e e n  a c r e s .  A u n iv e r s i t y  w a s  
c h a r t e r e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  its  l o c a t i o n  at T u s c a l o o s a  w a s  
not m a d e  until  1827, and it did not open  its d o o r s  until 
1831.

I m m i g r a n t s  cont inued  to c o m e  into the new  state 
and the c e n s u s  o f  1820 r e c o r d e d  127, 901 p e o p le .  Th is  
n u m b e r  i n c r e a s e d  to 309, 527 ten y e a r s  la te r .  The  
p e r cen ta ge  o f  n e g r o e s  in the to ta l  popu la t ion  i n c r e a s e d  
f r o m  t h i r t y - o n e  to t h i r t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  be tw een  1820 
and 1830. It w a s  e s t i m a t e d  that one  f a m i l y  in f o u r  
owned  s la v e s .

T his  c u r s o r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  
and s o c i a l  s i tuat ion  o f  A l a b a m a  as  she a c q u i r e d  s t a t e 
hood dur ing  the E r a  o f  G ood  F e e l in g  l e a v e s  m u c h  to 
be said.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it i s  the f e r v e n t  hope  o f  the 
w r i t e r  t h a t  it has in s o m e  m e a s u r e  fu l f i l l ed  y o u r  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  in a s i m i l a r  s p i r i t  to that o f  the o ld  lady  
who  thought that a r e m a r r i a g e  c ou ld  not o f f e r  m o r e  
c o m f o r t s  than she w a s  en joy in g .
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