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THE JAMES GANG 
IN HUNTSVILLE

By L e lan d  R. J oh n son

G l o o m y ,  r a i n y ,  w in dy , M a r c h  11, 1881, w as  a 
t y p ic a l  la te  w in te r  day  in n o r th e r n  A la b a m a .  R e c o n 
s t r u c t io n  had ended , m e m o r i e s  o f  the C iv i l  W ar had 
fa d ed , but t im e s  w e r e  s t i l l  h ard , j o b s  d i f f i c u l t  to find, 
and s e v e r a l  you n g  m e n  f r o m  H u n tsv il le  t r a v e le d  to 
M u s c le  S h oals , a fe w  m i l e s  to  the w e s t ,  w h e re  the 
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w as  h ir in g  m e n  to  w o r k  on the 
C ana l p r o j e c t .  The sta te  o f  A la b a m a  had p a r t ia l ly  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a ca n a l  arou n d  M u s c le  S hoals  in the 183 0 's ,  
and a fte r  the C iv i l  W ar the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a u th o 
r i z e d  the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  and C om p le t ion  o f  the p r o j e c t .  
T h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g in e e r s ,  United States A r m y ,  b egan  
p lanning f o r  the M u s c le  Shoals  p r o j e c t  in 1871 and 
in it ia ted  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in 1875, but p r o g r e s s  w as c o n 
tin u a lly  h a m p e r e d  by  re p e a te d  f l o o d s  in the T e n n e s s e e  
R iv e r  and a w o rk in g  f o r c e  s e r i o u s l y  d e b i l i ta te d  by 
f e v e r s .  A m an  w ho to o k  a jo b  at M u s c le  Shoals  r i s k e d  
h is  l i f e ,  but the s a la r y ,  though  not g r e a t ,  w as r e g u la r  
and w as  pa id  in  g ood  h ard  ca sh .  1

M en w ho w o r k e d  on the p r o j e c t  l iv e d  in c a m p s  
lo c a t e d  a lon g  the c a n a l  tow path , and at B lu e w a te r  
E n g in e e r  C o n s t r u c t io n  C a m p  (near the p r e s e n t  s ite  o f  
W h e e le r  D am ), A le x a n d e r  G. Sm ith, p a y m a s t e r  and 
r e c e i v e r  o f  m a t e r ia l s ,  b egan  h is  w e e k ly  t w e n t y -m i le  
r id e  into F l o r e n c e ,  A la b a m a ,  on M a r c h  11, 1881. It
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w as  payday , and, d e s p ite  the ra in  and w ind, Sm ith 
had to p ic k  up the w e e k ly  p a y r o l l  to k e e p  the m e n  at 
the p r o j e c t  happy. He r e a c h e d  F lo r e n c e  b e f o r e  n oon ,  
w ith d r e w  the p a y r o l l  f r o m  the bank, p a ck e d  the g o ld ,  
s i l v e r ,  and c u r r e n c y  f i r m ly  into  his  sa d d le b a g ,  a d 
ju s te d  the r e v o l v e r  dangling  f r o m  his  b e lt ,  and m ou n ted  
up  f o r  the re tu rn  t r ip .  Sm ith took  the b r i d l e  path 
w h ic h  fo l lo w e d  the l in e  o f  the Canal th rou g h  what w as  
then a d e s e r t e d  w i ld e r n e s s ,  u n b rok en  sa v e  by the 
E n g in e e r  c o n s t r u c t io n  c a m p s  e v e r y  fe w  m i l e s .  2

A bout tw o m i l e s  f r o m  B lu ew a ter  C a m p , Sm ith  
d is m o u n te d  to  open  a gate and w as  o v e r ta k e n  by  th r e e  
s t r a n g e r s  who " p r e s e n t e d  p is t o ls  at h is  h e a d "  and 
r e l i e v e d  h im  o f  h is  r e v o l v e r  and the p a y r o l l ,  a m ou n tin g  
to  $5240. 80 in ca sh . The b a n d i t s  r o d e  " h e l l - f o r - 
l e a t h e r "  t o w a r d  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  state l in e ,  f o r c i n g  
Sm ith  to  a c c o m p a n y  th e m  into the d e s o la te  " b a r r e n s .  " 
T h e  m e n  w e r e  n e r v o u s  but v o lu b le ,  Sm ith  la te r  
r e c a l l e d ,  and one c o u r t e o u s ly  p r e s e n te d  the p a y m a s t e r  
w ith  a c a l l in g  c a r d  w h ich  r e a d :  "I  a m  y o u r s  t ru ly ,  
H en ry  Smith, w ho the d e v i l  a r e  y ou ."  T hough  the m e n  
w e r e  b e a r d e d  and kept th e ir  s lo u c h  hats p u l led  lo w  
o v e r  th e ir  f a c e s ,  the p a y m a s t e r  w atch ed  th e m  c a r e 
fu l ly .  3

A fte r  a h e c t i c  r id e  n o r th  to  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r  the 
T e n n e s s e e  state l in e ,  the m e n  re in e d  in th e ir  h o r s e s ,  
d is m o u n te d ,  and sp lit  up the lo o t ,  g e n e r o u s ly  (and 
t ru e  to  the R obin  H ood t ra d it io n  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  the 
J a m e s  G ang) a l lo w in g  the p a y m a s te r  to  k e e p  h is  ow n 
m o n e y  and go ld  w atch . Night w as  a p p r o a c h in g  w hen 
t h e y  re m o u n te d  and a t e r r i f i c  th u n d e r s to r m  w as 
b eg in n in g ;  one o f  the ou tlaw s t o s s e d  the p a y m a s t e r  a 
co a t  and to ld  h im  to m ake  h im s e l f  c o m f o r t a b le  f o r  the 
n ight. Then they  le ft  h im  to  g r o p e  his w ay  b a c k  to 
c a m p  th rou g h  the w o o d s  and b lin d in g  s t o r m  w h ile  they  
m a d e  th e ir  getaw ay . 4

Not until d a y b r e a k  w as  Sm ith a b le  to find h is  w ay
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b a c k  to ca m p ,  but w hen  he a r r i v e d  the E n g in e e r  c o n 
s t r u c t io n  c r e w  m ou n ted  up, sp l it  into s e v e r a l  p o s s e s ,  
and r o d e  hard  in s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  in the hope o f  
in te r c e p t in g  the ban d its .  The th r e e  r o b b e r s  had b e e n  
w e l l -m o u n t e d  and th ey  had a d m itte d  to  A l e x a n d e r  
Sm ith that th ey  w e r e  o ld  hands at th e ir  c h o s e n  p r o 
f e s s io n .  A lth ou gh  the E n g in e e r  p o s s e s  p u rsu e d  the 
h ig h w ay m en  n e a r l y  t o  the C u m b e r la n d  R iv e r ,  the 
r a in s t o r m  had o b l i t e r a t e d  m o s t  o f  the t r a c k s  a n d  
fu r th e r  p u rsu it  p r o v e d  im p o s s i b l e .  The E n g in e e r s  
re tu rn e d  w e a r i ly  to ca m p .  5

The E n g in e e r  o f f i c e r  in c h a r g e  o f  the c o n s t r u c t io n  
o f  M u s c le  Shoals  C ana l w a s  M a jo r  W i l l ia m  P.. K ing, 
C o r p s  o f  E n g in e e r s  (U. S. A r m y  E n g in e e r  D is t r i c t ,  
C h attan ooga ) .  M a jo r  K ing w a s  a C iv i l  W ar c o m b a t  
v e te r a n  and an a u th o r ity  on w a te r w a y s  c o n s t r u c t io n  
e n g in e e r in g .  He in t e r v ie w e d  the p a y m a s t e r ,  then 
n o t i f ie d  a u th o r it ie s  in n e a r b y  c i t i e s  to be on  the l o o k 
out f o r  the bandits  and t e le g r a p h e d  the bad n ew s  to 
the S e c r e t a r y  o f  W a r .  It a p p e a r e d  f o r  the m o m e n t  that 
t h e  b a n d i t s  had gotten  c le a n ly  aw ay . H o w e v e r ,  a 
m a jo r  b r e a k  in the c a s e  o c c u r r e d  on M a r c h  26 at 
W h ites  C r e e k ,  T e n n e s s e e .  6

A w e l l - d r e s s e d  s t r a n g e r  r o d e  into  W h ites  C r e e k ,  
a v i l la g e  n e a r  N a sh v il le ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  e n te r e d  a s a lo o n ,  
and o r d e r e d  ra w  o y s t e r s  and r a w  w h is k e y  with p r e 
d ic ta b le  r e s u l t s - - h e  got drunk, f l o u r is h e d  a p is t o l ,  
and it took  s e v e r a l  s t ro n g  m e n  to  d i s a r m  and subdue 
h im . A s e a r c h  o f  the s t r a n g e r ,  w ho to ld  th e m  his 
n a m e  w a s  " T o m  H i l l , "  r e v e a le d  that he w as  c a r r y in g  
a lm o s t  $1500 in go ld  co in .  He w as  tu rn ed  o v e r  to 
N a s h v i l le  p o l i c e ,  and the l a r g e  s u m  o f  c a s h  in his  
p o s s e s s i o n  b rou g h t  h im  under s u s p i c i o n  in the M u s c le  
S hoals  r o b b e r y .  A le x a n d e r  G. Sm ith  w as  s u m m o n e d  
to N a sh v il le ,  w h e r e  he id e n t i f ie d  H il l  as one o f  the 
m e n  w ho had r o b b e d  h im . T he c a s h  in  the p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  H ill  w as  a ttach ed  by N a sh v il le  a u t h o r i t i e s  and
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ev e n tu a l ly  re tu r n e d  to the United States g o v e r n m e n t .  
N a sh v il le  p o l i c e  w ir e d  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the m a n  to  
la w  e n fo r c e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  arou n d  the co u n tr y  and w o r d  
c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  M is s o u r i  that " T o m  H i l l "  w as  none 
o th e r  than W i l l ia m  Ryan, a l ia s  Jack  Ryan, k now n  by  
s o m e  a s  "W h is k e y  H ea d "  Ryan, a m e m b e r  o f  the 
n o t o r io u s  J e s s e  J a m e s  Gang. 7

M e a n w h ile ,  M a jo r  W i l l ia m  P. K ing o f  the C o r p s  
o f  E n g in e e r s  co n d u cte d  a p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a t io n  and 
le a r n e d  that the o th er  tw o bandits  m igh t s t i l l  be n e a rb y .  
N e v e r t h e le s s ,  the M a jo r  w a s  unable  to get s a t is fa c t io n  
f r o m  the a u th o r i t ie s :  the m a r s h a l  r e fu s e d  to r id e  
a f te r  the bandits  b e c a u s e  th e re  w as no d e ta ch m e n t  o f  
s o l d i e r s  to  he lp  h im  m a k e  the a r r e s t ;  l o c a l  p o l i c e  
w ou ld  not g iv e  ch a s e ,  b e c a u s e ,  the M a jo r  b e l ie v e d ,  
th ey  fe a r e d  fo r  th e ir  l i v e s ;  and M a jo r  King had no 
funds to  fu r n is h  a r e w a r d  w h ich  m igh t  e n c o u r a g e  
bou n ty  h u n ters  to go  a f te r  the tw o b an d its .  8

M a jo r  K ing e x p la in e d  by t e le g r a p h  to S e c r e t a r y  o f  
W ar R o b e r t  L in c o ln  (son  o f  P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln )  that 
he co u ld  get no c o o p e r a t io n  f r o m  l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  the 
la w . T he S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar a sk e d  and r e c e i v e d  the 
a id  o f  the J u s t ice  D e p a r t m e n t - - t h e  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l  
o r d e r e d  the United States M a r s h a ls  to en ter  the m a n 
hunt. N e v e r t h e le s s ,  the tw o r o b b e r s  m a d e  g ood  th e ir  
e s c a p e  into K entucky , w h e re  they  had r e la t i v e s  and 
m a n y  n o t o r io u s  h id eou ts ,  and f r o m  th en ce  w ent to  
M i s s o u r i  (s o  the U. S. M a r s h a ls  b e l ie v e d ) .  M a jo r  K ing 
s o r r o w f u l l y  co n c lu d e d  in h is  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  on  the 
a f fa i r  to  the C h ie f  o f  E n g in e e r s ,  United States A r m y ,  
that the " o th e r  tw o r o b b e r s ,  and, I f e a r ,  Ryan h i m s e l f  
( fo r  he w a s ,  at la s t  a d v i c e s ,  e x p e c t in g  to get r e l e a s e d  
on b a i l ) ,  w e r e  d ou b t le s  s en ga ged  in the r e c e n t  ca p tu re  
o f  the t ra in  n e a r  W inston , M o., and as  the g o v e r n o r  
has o f f e r e d  h ea vy  r e w a r d s  f o r  th em , they  w i l l  p r o b 
a b ly  be ca p tu re d ,  though th e re  is  l i t t le  p r o s p e c t  that 
any m o r e  o f  the m o n e y  s to le n  at M u s c le  Shoals  w i l l  be 
r e c o v e r e d .
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It was eventually  d is c o v e r e d  that J e sse  and Frank 
Jam es had lived  with their  fa m il ie s  in hom es in and 
around N ashville  f r o m  about 1875 until the capture o f  
Ryan in 1881. E xcept for  a fondness  fo r  fast h o r s e s ,  
which they rode  at lo c a l  fa ir s ,  they p assed  as r e 
spectab le  c it ize n s ,  J e s se  under the a lias  J. D. " T o m "  
Howard and Frank as B. J. " B e n "  W oodson . Neither 
a ttracted  m uch  attention at the t im e , although their  
long a b sen ces  f r o m  hom e w e re  la ter  r e c a l le d  by those 
who had been acquainted with them. The ro b b e r y  o f  
the E n gineers  at M u scle  Shoals and the subsequent 
capture o f  "W hiskey  H ead" Ryan apparently  fo r c e d  
them  to give up their  hideout in N ashville ,  fo r  these  
events had brought the United States M arsh als  into 
the manhunt. The two b ro th e rs  evidently  returned  to 
M isso u r i ,  a heavy rew a rd  was p la ced  on their heads. 
Je sse  Jam es, while liv ing under his "H ow a rd "  a lias  
at St. Joseph, M iss o u r i ,  was shot by R obert  F ord  on 
A p r i l  3, 1882. Not long t h e r e a f t e r ,  Frank Jame s 
su rren d ered  h im s e l f  to the g o v e rn o r  o f  Missouri. 10

M eanwhile , at the s cen e  o f  the M u s c l e  S h o a l s  
r o b b e r y  in N orth A labam a, United States M arsh a l 
Joseph H. R oss ,  A ss istan t  D is tr ic t  A ttorney  L ionel 
W. Day, and others  quietly  gathered  the ev id en ce  in 
the case  at H untsville . A ffidavits  w e re  c o l l e c t e d ,  
fr-om A lexander  Smith, M ajor  King, and others  and a 
w arrant w as is su ed  against W ill ia m  Ryan, but the 
Justice  D epartm ent ch o se  to let M iss o u r i  o f f ic ia ls  
handle Ryan, fo r  p r o o f  was p os it iv e  in the c a s e s  pending 
against Ryan there . By O ctober ,  1882, enough e v i 
d en ce  had been c o l le c te d  to convince a fe d e r a l  grand 
jury  in H untsville  that the m e m b e r s  o f  the Jam es 
Gang w ere  the cu lp r its .  The ju ry  brought in a blanket 
in d ic tm e n t :

"T h e  Grand Jurors of the United States. . . for 
the body of said northern d istrict of Alabam a, upon 
their oaths present that heretofore towit, on the E le v 
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enth day of M arch A D 1881, in said northern district  
of Alabam a, in the county of Lauderdale, Jesse Jam es, 
Frank Jam es, Thom as Hill alias W illiam  Ryan alias  
Dick Ryan and Richard Little, alias Dick Little a lias  
Dick Liddil, alias R i c h a r d  L e e , unlawfully and 
fraudulently conspired, combined, confederated and 
agreed together between them selves and with divers  
other evil disposed persons to the G r a n d  J u r o r s  
unknown, to rob one Alexander G. Smith of a large
sum  of m oney....................................

They, with force and a rm s, made an assault upon 
the said Alexander G. Smith and t h e n  a n d  t h e r e  
feloniously and violently took from  the person of the 
said Alexander G. Smith against his w ill, and carried  
away, the said s u m ..................

D ick  L iddil was a r re s te d  and brought to H untsville  
in 1883 by the United States M arsh a ls .  He c o n fe ss e d  
to being a m e m b e r  o f  the Jam es Gang, but sw o re  that 
he was not p resen t  at, or  party to, the r o b b e r y  o f  
A lexander  Smith at M u scle  Shoals. That la r ce n y ,  he 
said , was com m itted  by W ill iam  Ryan and Frank and 
J e s se  Jam es. L iddil was found guilty o f  c o m p l ic i ty  in 
the c r im e ,  as a m e m b e r  o f  the gang, but the judge 
suspended the sentence so Liddil might be returned  to 
M is s o u r i  to test ify  in ca se s  pending there  against other 
m e m b e r s  o f  the Jam es Gang. 12

Frank Jam es was acquitted in M iss o u r i  fo r  c r im e s  
com m itte d  in that state, his case  b ecom in g  a C o n fe d 
era te  cau se  c e le b r e  because  o f  his s e r v i c e  w i t h  
O uantr ill 's  R a iders  during the C ivil War. In A p r il ,  
1884, the United States M arsh als  brought Jam es f r o m  
M is s o u r i  to Huntsville to stand tr ia l  fo r  the M u scle  
Shoals r o b b e ry  in the C ircu it  Court o f  the United States 
for  the N orthern  D istr ic t  o f  A labam a. T h ere  was 
co n s id e ra b le  i n t e r e s t  i n  the ca se ,  and for  a tim e 
Huntsville basked in the lim eligh t  o f  national attention 
as r e p o r te r s  d ispatched daily su m m a ries  o f  the events
o f  the t r ia l  to n ew spapers . 13
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G e n e r a l  L e r o y  P o p e  W a lk e r ,  f o r m e r  C o n fe d e r a te  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  W a r , w as  c h ie f  c o u n s e l  f o r  J a m e s .  He 
w as  a s s i s t e d  by R a y m o n d  B. S loan  o f  N a sh v il le ,  T e n 
n e s s e e ,  and R ic h a r d  W a lk e r  o f  H u n tsv il le .  T h e ir  
f e e s  w e r e  p r o b a b ly  pa id  by  a C o n fe d e r a te  v e t e r a n s '  
o r g a n iz a t io n ,  though  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  paid  the 
e x p e n s e s  o f  w i t n e s s e s  fo r  the d e fe n s e  b e c a u s e  J a m e s  
c la im e d  he w as  unable  to do  s o .  United States D is t r i c t  
A tto r n e y  W i l l ia m  H. Smith, f o r m e r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  
g o v e r n o r  o f  A la b a m a ,  w as  c h i e f  p r o s e c u t o r ;  he w as 
a s s i s t e d  by C apta in  L io n e l  W. Day, f o r m e r  A s s is ta n t  
D is t r i c t  A t to rn e y .  Judge H a r r y  B r u c e  p r e s id e d  
im p a r t ia l ly  o v e r  what p r o m i s e d  to  be a m e lo d r a m a t i c  
c o n fr o n ta t io n ,  fo r  both  G o v e r n o r  W i l l ia m  H. Sm ith 
and G e n e r a l  L e r o y  P. W a lk e r  w e r e  c a p a b le  o f  f i r e y  
c o u r t r o o m  o r a t o r y .  14

The t r ia l  w as  to b e g in  on A p r i l  16, and the c o u r t 
r o o m  w as c r o w d e d  to c a p a c i ty ,  but s o m e  o f  the w i t 
n e s s e s  f r o m  N a sh v il le  did  not a p p e a r  and the t r ia l  
w as  p o s tp o n e d  until the fo l l o w in g  day. On A p r i l  17 
the c o u r t  w as  aga in  p a ck e d  w ith  s p e c t a t o r s  w hen the 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  the ju r y  began . G e n e r a l  W a lk e r  and 
G o v e r n o r  Sm ith  im m e d ia t e ly  p lu n ged  into q u a r r e l s  
o v e r  l e g a l  t e c h n ic a l i t i e s ,  m u ch  to the s a t is fa c t io n  o f  
the c r o w d ,  but the s e l e c t i o n  w ent q u ick ly  and a l l  
tw e lv e  ju r y m e n  w e r e  sea ted  in the m o r n in g .  A r e 
p o r t e r  d e s c r i b e d  th e m  as  "a  v e r y  fa i r  lo o k in g  b od y , 
m o s t  o f  th e m  e v id e n t ly  f r o m  the co u n tr y ." 15

E x c e p t  f o r  a fe w  w i t n e s s e s ,  the on ly  w o m a n  in the 
c o u r t r o o m  w as  A n n ie  J a m e s ,  the w ife  o f  F ra n k , w ho 
w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  th e ir  s i x - y e a r - o l d  son , R o b e r t .  
T h e  w id o w  o f  J e s s e  J a m e s ,  Z e e  J a m e s ,  had a l s o  c o m e  
to  H u n tsv i l le  f o r  the t r ia l ,  but she  w as  i l l  and did not 
a ttend s e s s i o n s  o f  the c o u r t .  F ra n k  J a m e s ,  a d i s -  
t in g u is h e d -a p p e a r in g  m a n ,  age  f o r t y - o n e ,  w as  e s c o r t e d  
in to  the r o o m  by a deputy  s h e r i f f .  He w as  w e l l - d r e s s e d  
and w o r e  a P r in c e  A lb e r t  c o a t ,  c lo th in g  s u p p o s e d ly
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g iv e n  h im  by his C o n fe d e r a te  c o m r a d s .  One r e p o r t e r  
th ou gh t  it w ou ld  have b een  v e r y  e a s y  to  m is ta k e  h im  
f o r  one o f  the a t to rn e y s  in the c a s e .  16

T h e  w e a t h e r  that A p r i l  w as  w et, t o o  w et  fo r  
p lan tin g ,  and f a r m e r s  f r o m  the H u n t s v i l l e -M a d is o n  
C ounty a r e a  f l o c k e d  into tow n to w a tch  the t r ia l  and 
c a t c h  a g l im p s e  o f  the fa m o u s  outlaw . H is re p u ta t io n  
a s  a C o n fe d e r a te  s o ld ie r  w as known, and he o fte n  le t  
it be know n that he had s u r r e n d e r e d  so  he co u ld  s e e  his  
m o th e r  aga in  and se tt le  dow n to a l i f e  o f  p e a c e f u l  
fa r m in g .  T h e r e  w as c o n s id e r a b le  sy m p a th y  f o r  h im  
in M a d is o n  County. G ifts  o f  fru it  and f l o w e r s  a r r i v e d  
at the ja i l  f o r  h im  e v e r y  day du rin g  the t r ia l ,  and he 
w o r e  p r o u d ly  a go ld  r in g  g iven  h im  by s o m e  H u n tsv i l le  
a d m i r e r .  17

T h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t t le  doubt that J a m e s ,  a s  B en  
W o o d s o n ,  had l iv e d  a r e s p e c t a b le  l i f e  in N a s h v i l le ,  
T e n n e s s e e ,  b e c a u s e  a n u m b e r  o f  su b sta n t ia l  c i t i z e n s  
f r o m  N a s h v i l le  t r a v e le d  to H u n tsv il le  to t e s t i fy  in h is  
beh a lf .  J a m e s  fa r m e d ,  hauled  l o g s ,  and r a i s e d  
h o r s e s  w h ile  l iv in g  n ea r  N a sh v il le ,  and he w as  w e l l  
and fa v o r a b ly  known, by his  a l ia s ,  to the p o l i c e  o f  
N a s h v i l l e  and to D a v id son  County a u th o r i t ie s .  At 
H u n tsv i l le ,  e v e n  in ja i l ,  he w as  t re a te d  as a g e n t l e 
m an  and so m e th in g  o f  a h e r o .  A c o u r io u s  c r o w d  o f  
w e l l - w i s h e r s  t r a i le d  h im  e a ch  t im e  he w as  m o v e d  
f r o m  ja i l  to c o u r t  and back . 18

A fte r  the ju r y  had b e e n  sea ted ,  the l e g a l  s k i r 
m is h in g  b eg a n  in e a r n e s t .  G e n e r a l  W a lk e r ,  w h o s e  
lon g  g r a y  b e a r d  gave  h im a n  a ir  o f  "u tm o s t  d is t in c t io n ,"  
w as  c o n s ta n t ly  p ick in g  ap art  the p r o s e c u t io n .  A r e 
p o r t e r  d e s c r ib e d  h im  as the " m o s t  n ota b le  f i g u r e "  in 
the c o u r t r o o m .  G o v e r n o r  Smith, c h i e f  p r o s e c u t o r ,  
c a l le d  the f i r s t  w itn e s s  f o r  the g o v e r n m e n t ,  T h o m a s  
P ed en ,  who w as  to id en t i fy  F ra n k  J a m e s  as  one o f  the 
r o b b e r s .  P e d e n  ow ned  a s a lo o n  n e a r  M u s c le  Shoals  
C ana l w h ich  w as  fr e q u e n te d  by m any o f  the v i s i t o r s
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w ho c a m e  to s e e  the p r o j e c t  under c o n s t r u c t io n .  P e d e n  
t e s t i f i e d  that on  the day o f  the r o b b e r y  th re e  s t r a n g e r s ,  
w h o  caught h is  a tten tion , v i s i t e d  h is  e s ta b l is h m e n t  at 
lu n ch  t im e .  He stated  that F ra n k  J a m e s  w as  one  o f  
th e se  m en . G e n e r a l  W a lk e r ,  who w as  fa m o u s  fo r  h is  
s ca th in g  c r o s s  e x a m in a t io n s ,  b r o k e  t h e  s t o r y  by  
b r in g in g  out the fa c t  that P e d e n  had b e e n  taken  into 
the ja i l  at H u n tsv il le  b e f o r e  the t r ia l ,  w h e r e  J a m e s  
had b een  p o in ted  out to h im . G e n e r a l  W a lk er  had 
J a m e s  don  a s lo u c h  hat s i m i la r  to th o s e  w o r n  by the 
r o b b e r s  on the day o f  the r o b b e r y ,  and in  the m o s t  
d r a m a t ic  m o m e n t  o f  the t r ia l  w a lk  b a c k  and fo r th  
b e f o r e  t h e  w i t n e s s .  The w itn e s s  c la im e d  that he 
thought J a m e s  w as  one o f  the m e n  he had s e e n  the day 
o f  the r o b b e r y ,  but a d m itted  that he co u ld  not  m a k e  a 
p o s i t iv e  id e n t i f i c a t io n  u n d er  oath. G e n e r a l  W a lk er  had 
w on  the f i r s t  round . 19

The p r o s e c u t i o n  n ext  c a l le d  A le x a n d e r  G. Smith, 
the g o v e r n m e n t  p a y m a s t e r ,  to the stand. Sm ith e x 
p la in ed  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  the r o b b e r y  a n d  his  
su b seq u en t  id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  W i l l ia m  Ryan. But on 
c r o s s  e x a m in a t io n  he, l ik e  P e d e n ,  co u ld  on ly  say  
that he thought " J a m e s  w as  one o f  the m en ; b e l ie v e  
he i s ,  but w ou ld  not say  p o s i t iv e ly .  . . "  The la s t  
w itn e s s  o f  the f i r s t  day  o f  the t r ia l ,  J. N. W i lc o x o n ,  
t e s t i f i e d  that he had m e t  th re e  s t r a n g e r s  on  the day 
o f  the r o b b e r y ,  but h is  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e m  d i f f e r e d  
m a t e r ia l ly  f r o m  that o f  the f i r s t  tw o w i t n e s s e s .  By 
the end o f  the f i r s t  day , the a t t o r n e y s  f o r  the d e fe n s e  
w e r e  co n f id e n t  o f  a cq u it ta l .  20

D ick  L id d i l  w as  c a l l e d  to the stand the fo l lo w in g  
m o r n in g .  L id d i l ,  p r e v i o u s ly  c o n v ic t e d  f o r  c o m p l i c i t y  
in the c r i m e  as  a m e m b e r  o f  the J a m e s  Gang, had 
a g r e e d  w ith  M i s s o u r i  a u th o r i t ie s  to  t e s t i fy  a g a in s t  
J a m e s  in the M u s c le  Shoals  c a s e .  G e n e r a l  W a lk e r  
o b je c t e d  to the a d m is s i o n  o f  L id d i l 's  t e s t im o n y  b e 
c a u s e  L id d i l  had b e e n  c o n v ic t e d  f o r  s te a lin g  a h o r s e
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in  M is s o u r i .  The p r o s e c u t io n  r e p l i e d  that L id d i l  had 
b e e n  p a rd o n e d  f o r  that o f f e n s e  and p r o d u c e d  t h e  
p a p e r  s to p r o v e  it. Judge B r u c e  a l lo w e d  h is  t e s t im o n y .  
L id d i l  s w o r e  that W i l l ia m  Ryan and F ra n k  and J e s s e  
J a m e s  had le f t  N a sh v il le  on  M a r c h  6, 1881. He stated  
that the tw o b r o t h e r s  w e r e  w e a r in g  sandy b e a r d s  and 
R yan  a b la c k  b e a r d  w hen they  le ft  N a sh v il le ,  and w hen  
th ey  r e tu r n e d  s e v e r a l  days  la te r  they  w e r e  w e a r in g  
o n ly  m u s t a c h e s  and s id eb u rn e .  He t e s t i f ie d  that th ey  
r e m a in e d  in N a sh v il le  until they le a r n e d  o f  the ca p tu r e  
o f  R yan , and then r o d e  n o r th  to stay  w ith  f r ie n d s  in 
L og a n  C ounty , K entucky. T h e s e  f r ie n d s ,  S ilas  N o r r i s  
and S arah  H ite, w e r e  b rou gh t  to the stand to  c o n f i r m  
the la t te r  p a rt  o f  L id d i l 's  t e s t im o n y .  21

By Saturday, p u b lic  s en t im en t  in H u n tsv i l le  w as  
ru n n in g  s t r o n g ly  in fa v o r  o f  F ra n k  J a m e s .  T he t r ia l  
w a s  the on ly  s u b je c t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a m o n g  the c u s t o m 
a r y  Saturday  v i s i t o r s  to town. A r e p o r t e r  o b s e r v e d  
that the p e o p le  "g a th e r  in knots  on  the c o r n e r s  and 
a r g u e  le g a l  p o in ts  as i f  they  held a co n su lt in g  c o n n e c t io n  
w ith  the c o u n s e l  in the c a s e . "  No one b e l ie v e d  D ick  
L id d i l .  He had a sh ifty  lo o k  about h im , and f r e e l y  
a d m itte d  that he w as  b e in g  pa id  by M i s s o u r i  o f f i c i a l s  
to  t e s t i f y  a g a in s t  J a m e s .  M any s p e c t a t o r s ,  sa id  a 
r e p o r t e r ,  " o p e n ly  d e c la r e  that they  w ou ld  not b e l ie v e  
h im  on oath  w h a te v e r  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s . "  22

T h e  p r o s e c u t io n  p r e s e n te d  its  la s t  tw o w itn e s s  on  
S atu rday . Hugh R i le y ,  the b a r t e n d e r  at P e d e n ' s 
s a lo o n ,  c o n f i r m e d  the s t o r y  o f  T o m  P e d e n ;  A l f r e d  
H ill  t e s t i f i e d  that th re e  m e n  s tayed  at h is  h ou se  n o r th  
o f  the ca n a l  b e f o r e  the r o b b e r y  and m a d e  in q u ir y  about 
the date the ca n a l e m p lo y e e s  w e r e  pa id . N e ith e r ,  
h o w e v e r ,  co u ld  do m o r e  than say  that F ra n k  J a m e s  
r e s e m b le d  one o f  the m en . 23

The d e fe n s e  then ca l le d  its  f i r s t  w i t n e s s ,  Sam  
F ie ld s ,  a N a sh v il le  d e te c t iv e .  He s w o r e  that he had 
know n Ben W o o d s o n  (J a m e s )  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  and
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that he had s e e n  h im  on the day  o f  the r o b b e r y  in 
N a sh v il le .  The s e c o n d  w itn e s s  f o r  the d e fe n s e ,  Jonas 
T a y lo r ,  a b la c k s m ith ,  a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  that he had se e n  
J a m e s  in N a sh v il le  on the day o f  the r o b b e r y  and had 
a cco u n t  b o o k s  w h ich  sh ow ed  that J a m e s  h a d  done 
b u s in e s s  w ith  h im  on M a r c h  11 and 12, 1881. T h e s e  
w e r e  p r o d u c e d  and su b m itted  as  e v id e n c e .  T he p r o s 
e c u t io n  e x a m in e d  th e m  and p o in ted  out the d i f fe r e n t  
h a n d w rit in g s  in w h ich  e n t r ie s  w e r e  m a d e ,  the m u tila ted  
and s m e a r e d  c o n d it io n  o f  the b ook ,  and the fa c t  that 
the e n t r ie s  o f  M a r c h  11 and 12 w e r e  not m a d e  in the 
s a m e  co lu m n  as p r e v io u s  e n t r i e s .  T a y lo r  ex p la in ed  
that he co u ld  not w r i te  so  his b o o k s  w e r e  kept f o r  h im  
by  fr ie n d s  and th e s e  p a r t i c u la r  a c c o u n ts  had b een  in 
a f i r e  s in c e  1881.

G e n e r a l  W a lk e r ,  c h i e f  c o u n s e l  f o r  the d e fe n s e ,  
w as  i l l  on T u e s d a y  and the t r ia l  w as  con t in u ed  until  
the fo l l o w in g  day. On W e d n e sd a y ,  the p r o s e c u t i o n  w as  
p e r m it t e d  to c a l l  s e v e r a l  m o r e  w i t n e s s e s  w ho had se e n  
t h r e e  s t r a n g e r s  n e a r  the C ana l at the t im e  o f  the 
r o b b e r y .  The w i t n e s s e s  d e s c r i b e d  the s t r a n g e r s  but 
none m a d e  a p o s i t iv e  id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  F ra n k  J a m e s  as 
one  o f  the th re e .  S e v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  the d e fe n s e ,  
on the o th e r  hand, t e s t i f i e d  to the s t e r l in g  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  J a m e s  w hen he l iv e d  in N a s h v i l le  a s  Ben W o o d s o n  
and tw o s w o r e  they  had s e e n  h im  in  N a s h v i l l e  o n  
M a r c h  11, 1881. 25

When the a t to r n e y s  b egan  th e ir  c l o s in g  a rg u m e n ts  
on  T h u rsd a y ,  s e n t im e n t  in H u n tsv il le  w as  e v e n  m o r e  
fa v o r a b le  to  J a m e s  than w hen  the t r ia l  b eg a n ;  a r e 
p o r t e r  c o m m e n t e d  that " o n  the s t r e e t s  n oth ing  but the 
m o s t  a rd en t  w is h e s  f o r  h is  a cq u it ta l  a r e  h e a rd ."  
F r id a y ,  A p r i l  25, at 1:30 p. m ., Judge H a r r y  B r u c e  
in s t r u c te d  the ju r y ,  in what b oth  the p r o s e c u t i o n  and 
the d e fe n s e  a d m itte d  w as  a fa i r  and im p a r t ia l  m a n 
n e r ,  and the ju r y  r e t i r e d  to c o n s id e r  the c a s e .  The 
c o u r t  a s s e m b le d  at 3 :00 , but the ju r y  w as  s t i l l  out
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and it r e m a in e d  out, d e l ib e r a t in g  the c a s e  f o r  fo u r  
h o u r s .  At 6 :30  p . m .  the ju r y  re tu r n e d  to the c o u r t 
r o o m  and d e l iv e r e d  its  v e r d i c t :  "N ot  G uilty ."  26

One h is t o r ia n  has d e s c r i b e d  the s c e n e  i n  th is  
m a n n e r :  "th e  tw e lv e  o ld  C o n fe d e r a te s  f i l le d  s o lo m n ly  
f r o m  the r o o m .  A lm o s t  im m e d ia t e ly  they  r e tu r n e d ,  
th e ir  f a c e s  a l l  s m i l e s .  T h e ir  v e r d i c t  w as  a u n a n im ou s  
'N O T  G U I L T Y ' - - f o r  F r a n k 's  a b le  a t t o r n e y s ,  C o n 
f e d e r a t e  h e r o  G e n e ra l  L e r o y  W a lk e r ,  R ic h a r d  W a lk e r  
and R. B. Sloan, had done  an e x c e l l e n t  jo b  on  c o n 
v in c in g  the ju r y  that F rank  J am es  w as a m is g u id e d  
e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  p r iv a te . "  27 Indeed , t h e r e  w as  m u c h  
sy m p a th y  fo r  J a m e s  b e c a u s e  o f  his m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e , 
but the fa c t s  o f  the c a s e  do not su bstan tia te  the im p l ie d  
s lu r  on the C ir c u i t  C ou rt  o f  the N o r th e r n  D is t r i c t  o f  
A la b a m a .  B oth  s id e s  a d m itted  the ju dge  w as  im p a r t ia l .  
T h e  j u r y  w as out f o r  fo u r  h o u r s ;  it d id  not r e tu r n  
im m e d ia t e ly .  The v e r d i c t  had to be a u n a n im ou s  "N o t  
G u i l ty : "  o th e r w is e ,  th e r e  w ould  have b e e n  no  v e r d i c t .  
A ju r o r  la te r  stated  that on the f i r s t  b a l lo t  the vo te  
had b e e n  nine to th r e e  fo r  a cq u it ta l ,  and that it w as  
not  until  the la s t  b a l lo t  that the m in o r i t y  had c o m e  
a r o u n d . 28

It is  ev id en t  that the p r o s e c u t io n  did  not p r o v e  its  
c a s e .  N one  o f  the w i t n e s s e s  fo r  the g o v e r n m e n t ,  not 
e v e n  p a y m a s t e r  Smith, w e r e  a b le  to s w e a r  on oath  
that F ra n k  J a m e s  w a s ,  w ithout doubt, one o f  the m e n  
w h o  c o m m it t e d  the c r i m e .  And the t e s t im o n y  o f  D ick  
L id d i l  w as  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  i f  not w o r t h le s s ,  to the 
g o v e r n m e n t 's  c a s e .  The d e fe n s e ,  on the o th e r  hand, 
had s e v e r a l  rep u ta b le  w i t n e s s e s  w ho s w o r e  on oath  
that F ran k  J a m e s  w as in N a sh v il le  on  the day o f  the 
r o b b e r y .  In sh or t ,  the v e r d i c t  o f  the j u r y  r e a l l y  
h inged  on w h o se  t e s t im o n y  they  w ould  a c c e p t - - t h a t  o f  
w i t n e s s e s  w ho thought they  had se e n  J a m e s  w ith  the 
tw o o th e r  r o b b e r s ,  o r  o f  w i t n e s s e s  w ho w e r e  p o s i t iv e  
they  had s e e n  J a m e s  in N a sh v il le  on M a r c h  11, 1881.
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It is ev id en t  that the ju r y m e n  c o n s id e r e d  th is  q u e s t io n  
at s o m e  len gth  b e f o r e  r e n d e r in g  th e ir  v e r d ic t .  29

It is  quite  p o s s i b l e  that, in sp ite  o f  the rep u ta t ion  
o f  F ra n k  J a m e s ,  the ju r y  w as c o r r e c t .  A n oth er  m e m 
b e r  o f  the J a m e s  Gang, p e r h a p s  e v e n  D ick  L id d il ,  m a y  
have been  the th ird  r o b b e r .  C e r ta in ly ,  th e r e  w as 
" r e a s o n a b le  d o u b t"  that F ra n k  J a m e s  w as  the m an. 
F ra n k  J a m e s  did not den y  that the J a m e s  Gang c o m 
m itted  the c r i m e .  But, he sa id  that "w h a te v e r  J e s s e  
m ig h t  have don e , he had no c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the m a n y  
c r i m e s  c h a r g e d  to the J a m e s  Gang."  30

The c h e e r s  w e r e  d e a fe n in g  w hen  the ju r y  brou gh t  
in its  v e r d i c t .  F ra n k  J a m e s  sh ow ed  no e m o t io n ;  he 
sh ook  hands w ith  his a t t o r n e y s ,  then a s h e r i f f  a r r e s t e d  
h im  to re tu r n  h im  to M i s s o u r i  f o r  a n o t h e r  t r i a l .  
C r o w d s  f r o m  the c o u r t r o o m  and s o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  
the ju r y  fo l lo w e d  J a m e s  to a h o te l  to  shake hands, and 
the d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  the p le a s u r e  o f  H u n tsv il le  w ith  
the v e r d i c t  la s te d  fa r  into the even in g . T h e r e  w as 
ev en  a band w h ich  s e r e n a d e d  J a m e s  and his a t to rn e y s  
f r o m  o u ts id e  the h o te l .  T h e r e  w a s  s o m e  hope that 
F ra n k  J a m e s  w ould  fa v o r  the tow n w ith  a sp e e ch ,  but 
that night he w as  w h isk e d  out o f  tow n  by  the s h e r i f f  
f r o m  M is s o u r i  w ho had p u r p o s e ly  c r e a t e d  the i m 
p r e s s i o n  that he w as  le a v in g  on a la te r  tra in .  31

F ra n k  J a m e s  w as  n e v e r  c o n v ic t e d  on any c h a r g e  
o f  su b s ta n c e .  W hen f in a l ly  r e l e a s e d  by  M is s o u r i  
a u th o r i t ie s ,  he re tu r n e d  to fa r m in g  in O k lah om a  and 
M is s o u r i .  He a l s o  w o r k e d  at jo b s  in  D a lla s  and St. 
L o u is ,  a p p e a r e d  at f a i r s  as  a r a c e  s t a r t e r ,  and e v e n  
jo in e d  C o le  Y o u n g e r  in a W ild  W est  Show. He d ied  
p e a c e fu l ly  in 1915. 32

M a jo r  W i l l ia m  R. K ing, w h o s e  e f f o r t s  had c o n 
tr ib u te d  to the d e s t r u c t io n  o f  the J a m e s  Gang, w as  
t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  the M u s c le  Shoals  p r o j e c t  in 1886, 
and s e r v e d  as C o m m a n d a n t  o f  the E n g in e e r  S ch o o l ,  
C o r p s  o f  E n g in e e r s ,  U. S. A r m y ,  until s h o r t ly  b e f o r e
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h is  death  in l8 9 8 .  M u s c le  Shoals  C ana l w as  c o m p le t e d  
u n d er  the d i r e c t io n  o f  C o lo n e l  John W. B a r lo w  and 
C apta in  G e o r g e  W. G o e th a ls .  It op en ed  to t r a f f i c  in 
1890 and c l o s e d  w hen the c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  W i ls o n  D a m  
b e g a n  in 1819. E x c e p t  f o r  m o n e y  taken f r o m  "W h is k e y  
H e a d "  Ryan, none o f  the funds s to le n  f r o m  the p a y 
m a s t e r  in 1881 w e r e  e v e r  r e c o v e r e d ,  " W h is k e y  H e a d "  
R yan  w a s  se n te n ce d  to t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r s  f o r  t ra in  
r o b b e r y  in M is s o u r i ,  but w as  r e l e a s e d  in 1889 b e c a u s e  
o f  h is  p o o r  health. H o w e v e r ,  h is  o ld  hab its  caught 
up w ith  h i m - - h e  hit a t r e e  l im b  w h ile  r id in g  fu ll  g a l lo p
and fa ta lly  in ju r e d  h im s e l f .33

1 D etails of the 1871-1890 reconstruction of the c a n a l  a r e  
provided in Leland R. Johnson, "19th Century Engineering: The 
M u scle Shoals Canal, "  M ilitary Engineer, LXIII (July-A ugust, 
1971), 2 6 0 -6 5 .

2Ibid. , p. 264; Chattanooga Daily T im es, M arch 15, 1881.

3 Chattanooga Daily T im es, M arch 15, 1881.

4Ibid.

5Ibid. . United States A rm y, Corps of Engineer s ,O ffice  of the 
Chief of Engineers, Annual Report of the Chief of Engineer s . United 
States A rm y , to the Secretary of W ar, for the year 1881 (3 v o ls . ; 
W ashington: Government Printing Office, 1881), II, 1847 -48  (cited  
hereinafter as Chief of Engineers, Annual Report, 1881).

6 Chief of Engineers, Annual Report, 1881, II, 1847-1848; 
C harles N. Branham, ed., Register of Graduates and F orm er  
Cadets of the United States M ilitary Academ y (W est Point, New 
York; W e s t  P o i n t  Alumni Foundation, Inc., -1860), p. 210, 
provides biographical sketch of M a j o r  K i n g ;  see Leland R. 
Johnson, "19th Century Engineering: The M uscle Shoals C a n a l,"  
M ilitary Engineer. LXIII (July-August, 1871), pp. 2 6 2 -6 3 . for  
additional information and a portrait of the o fficer.
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7 Chief of Engineers, Annual Report. 1881, 11,1847-1848; 
W illiam  A. Settle, Jr., Jesse James W as His Name o r , Fact 
and Fiction Concerning the C a reers of the N o t o r i o u s  Jam es  
Brothers of M issou ri (C olum bia: U niversity of M issou ri P re ss , 

•1966), p. 133 (cited hereinafter as Settle, Jesse  J am es); C arl 
W. B r e i h a n ,  The Day Jesse James Wa s  K illed (N e w  Y o r k :  
Bonanza Books, 1962), pp. 98 -9 9 (c ite d  hereinafter as Breihan, 
Jesse J am es). Breihan provides a thorough and vivid account 
of the life  of Jam es, while Settle is s c h o 1a r 1y a n d  authori
tative. There is extensive literature about the Jam es Gang, 
but the accounts by Breihan and Settle are the m ost useful.

8Chief of E ngineers, Annual Report. 1881. II, 1847048.

9
Ibid.; an extensive correspondence ensued between M ajor  

King, the Chief of E ngineers, the Secretary of W ar, the Attorney  
General, and various United States M arshals and D istrict A t
torneys. It is on file in Records of the O ffice of Chief of Engineers 
and Records of the W ar Departm ent, Old M ilitary  Records Branch, 
National A rch ives. Copies are in p osse ssio n  of the author. On 
July 15, 1881, a train on the Chicago, Rock Island, and P acific  
Railroad was robbed near W inston, D aviess County, M isso u ri, 
about sixty five m iles  from  Kansas City and the conductor was 
m urdered. As a resu lt, the governor o f  M i s s o u r i  offered  
$ 5 ,0 0 0  reward for the James brothers. A portion of this reward  
eventually went to those who apprehended W illiam  Ryan. Settle, 
Jesse Jam es, pp. 107-10, 119.

10Settle, Jesse Jam es, pp. 1 2 9 -3 0 ; a rtic le s  about their stay  
in Nashville are found in: Nashville Banner. A pril 19, 22, May 
1, October 10, 13, 1992: N ashville Daily A m erican . April 19 -20 , 
October 6, 9 -14, 1882. See also  J e s s e  J a m e s ,  Jr . ,  Jesse  
Jam es, My Father  (C leveland: Arthur W estbrook Co., 1899), 
pp. 5 -6 , 74.

11Joseph H. R oss to Wayne M cVeagh, July 15, 1881, Record  
Group No. 60, R ecords of the Office of Attorney General, L e g 
islative , Judicial, and Diplom atic R ecords Branch, National 
A rch iv es; W illiam  H. Smith to Wayne M cVeagh, July 15, 1881, 
ibid.; Lionel W. Day to Attorney General, July 18, 1881, ibid .; 
United States, C ircuit Court for the Northern D istrict of A labam a, 
"C rim in a l Case No. 3063 (U. S. v s . Frank Jam ' s and others),"  
on file in Regional Archives Branch, F ederal Records Center,
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E ast Point, G eorgia, includes the indictment along with other 
papers and evidence in the Jam es case .

12United States, C i r c u i t  C o u r t  for Northern D istrict of 
Alabam a, "C rim in a l Case No. 2710 (U. S. v s . Dick Liddil, alias  
Dick L ittle),"  ibid.. includes the official records of the Liddil 
ca se ; Settle, Jesse Jam es, pp. 137-38.

13Breihan, Jesse Jam es. 155 -56 ; Settle, Jesse Jam es, pp. 
1 5 2 -5 3 ; for a running account fo the tria l as it p rogressed  see  
Chattanooga Evening New s. A p ril 16 -26 , 1884, and N ashville  
Daily A m erican , A pril 15-27 , 1884. The Jam es tria l made the 
f r o n t  p a g e  in these two new spapers; evidently the sam e r e 
porter telegraphed the story nightly to both papers (he is not 
identified). The story as it appeared in the Daily A m erican  w ill 
be cited hereinafter.

14 Settle, Jesse Jam es, pp. 140-41, 1 5 2 -5 3 ; Breihan, Jesse  
Jair>es, p. 164; Nashville Daily A m erican , A p ril 18, 1884,

15N ashville Daily A m erican . A pril 17-18, 1884; see official 
papers and evidence in the case in United States, Circuit Court 
for the Northern D istrict of Alabam a, "C rim in a l Case No. 3063  
(U .S . v s . Frank James and others),"  Regional A rchives Branch, 
F ederal Records Center, East Point, Georgia.

l 6N ashville Daily A m erican , A pril 18-19, 1884.

17Ibid. , A p ril 18 -20 , 1884.

18Ibid. , A p ril 2 0 -2 2 , 1884.

19ibid. , A p ril 18-19, 1884.

2 0 lb id . . A p ril 18-20 ; 1884.

21Ibid.

22Ibid. , A pril 21, 1884.

23Ibid. , A p ril 20, 1884.

24Ibid. , A p ril 20-21 , 1884.
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2 5 Ibid. . A p ril 2 2 -2 4 , 1884.

26Ibid. . A r il 2 4 -2 6 , 1884.

27 Breihan, Jesse  Jam es, p . ' 164.

28Nashville Daily American. April 2 4 -2 6 , 1884.

29jbid., April 15 -27 , 1884; Settle, Jesse James, pp. 1 52-53 . 

in
Nashville Daily A m erican , A p ril 23, 1884.

31Ib id ., A pril 2 6 -2 7 , 1884.

3 2 reihan, Jesse  Jam es, pp. 167 -70 .

33 
Ibid., p. 99 ; Leland R. Johnson, "19th Century Engineering; 

The M u s c l e  Shoals Canal,"  M ilitary Engineer. LXIII (July- 
August, 1871), 2 6 0 -6 5 . Colonel John W. Barlow served as Chief 
of Engineers, U. S. A rm y, in 1901; Captain G eorge W . Goe thals 
later directed the construction of the Panama Canal.
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EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF 
MADISON COUNTY

by M ia  T a y lo r

I  w a s  b o r n  in O g le th o rp e  C ounty , G e o r g ia ,  in the y e a r  
1801, tw o  m i l e s  f r o m  L ex in gton . M y fa th er  w as  a n a t iv e  
o f  V ir g in ia ,  and a s o ld ie r  in the W ar o f  In d e p e n d e n ce ,  
He e n te r e d  the a r m y  the s e c o n d  y e a r  and w as  f i r s t  at 
the b a tt le  o f  M on m ou th . T h is  battle  w as  fought on one  
o f  the h o t te s t  days  on r e c o r d ,  and m y  fa th er  sa id  that 
a f te r  the batt le  m an y  o f  the B r i t i s h  w e r e  found dead  
on the f i e ld  w ithout any wound.

He c a m e  to  South C a ro l in a  in L ig h th o r s e  H a r r y  
L e e 's  c o m m a n d  and p a r t ic ip a te d  in the m a n y  b a tt le s  and  
s k i r m is h e s  end ing  in the o c c u p a t io n ,  and at the c l o s e  
o f  the w a r  had r i s e n  to the rank o f  L ieutenant o f  a 
C a v a lr y  C om p a n y .  He w as in the d i s a te r o u s  c h a r g e  
at Q uinby B r id g e  w h e r e ,  ow in g  to m i s d i r e c t i o n  o f  
o r d e r s ,  the a d v a n ce  w as not s u p p o r te d ,  and out o f  
tw en ty , o n ly  f iv e  m a d e  good  th e ir  r e t r e a t ,  a l l  the o th e r  s 
b e in g  k i l l e d  o r  ca p tu re d .  A s  the s u r v iv e r s  -fought 
t h e ir  w a y  b a ck  a c r o s s  the b r id g e ,  a s tu rd y  B r ito n ,  
e n d e a v o r in g  to  b a r  th e ir  p a s s a g e ,  w as  cut dow n  by  a 
s a b e r  s t r o k e  a c r o s s  the fa c e .

T w enty  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d  he and m y  fa th er  m e t  at 
a h o r s e  r a c e  in L ex in gton , G e o r g ia ,  and r e n e w e d  th e ir  
a cq u a in ta n ce  under m o r e  fa v o r a b le  a u s p i c e s .  C o m in g  
sou th w ard  at the c l o s e  o f  the R e v o lu t io n ,  m y  fa th er  
se tt led  at L ex in gton , t h e n  n e a r  th e  (C h ic k a s a w )  f r o n t ie r ,
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A s th e r e  w as  con t in u a l  i l l  f e e l in g  b e tw e e n  the C h e r o -  
k e e s  and w h ite s ,  a S cou tin g  C o m p a n y  w a s  o r g a n iz e d ,  
w h ich  m y  fa th er  c o m m a n d e d  f o r  o v e r  ten  y e a r s .  (On 
June 24, 1779, at M a r t in s v i l l e ,  H en ry  County, V ir g in ia ,  
he had m a r r i e d  Hannah, d au gh ter  o f  M i le s  Jenn ings  
o f  that County. M a r r ia g e  is  on  r e c o r d  at M a r t in s v i l l e ,  
V ir g in ia .

The G e o r g ia n s  had s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e l y  f r o m  Indian 
h o s t i l i t i e s ,  and f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  though  th is  t r ib e  b o r e  
o s t e n s ib ly  p e a c e fu l  r e la t io n s  to w a r d  t h e  F e d e r a l  
G o v e rn m e n t ,  th e r e  w as  a con sta n t  p r e d a t o r y  w a r fa r e  
w ag ed  b e tw e e n  th e m  and the w h ite  p io n e e r  s, the Indian 
s tea lin g  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  m a s s a c r e i n g  and the w h ites  
re ta l ia t in g  w ith te n fo ld  s e v e r i t y .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  h o r s e s  
w ou ld  be s to le n ,  a h o u se  b u rn ed  and its  o c c u p a n ts  
m u r d e r e d  o r  taken  c a p t iv e ,  then  w ou ld  f o l l o w  a s u d 
den  ra id  in to  the Indian co u n tr y ,  c a p t iv e s  f r e q u e n t ly  
b e in g  r e c o v e r e d ,  tow n s  bu rn ed  and Indians in d i s 
c r im in a t e ly  s la u g h te r e d .  M y f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  
o f  a d ou b le  lo g  h ou se  n e a r  p in e  f o r e s t ,  a l a r g e  c l e a r e d  
f ie ld  ad jo in in g ,  cu lt iv a te d  by  n e g r o  s la v e s .  In s u m m e r  
a ta b le  o f  p ine  s la b s  w a s  set  in  the y a r d  b e tw e e n  the 
d w e ll in g  h o u se  and ca b in .  A ro u n d  th is  n e a r  su n set  
w e r e  g a th e re d  m y  s ix  o ld e r  b r o t h e r s  and m y  o ld e r  
s i s t e r ,  ta ll ,  l i th e  and g r a c e f u l  as  a fawn, w h ile  m y  
m o th e r  w ith  h e r  kind lo v in g  fa c e  sat at the head o f  the 
ta b le  w ith  m y  th re e  y e a r  o ld  s i s t e r  at h e r  k n ee , and 
m y  baby  b r o t h e r  in h er  a r m s .  M y fa th e r ,  w ho their 
w a s  a p p r o a c h in g  m id d le  a g e  w a s  fr e q u e n t ly  a b se n t  o r  
w as  d eta in ed  by  b u s in e s s  until  w e  s m a l l  c h i ld r e n  had 
r e t i r e d .  The Indians by th is  t im e  had been  g r a d u a l ly  
f o r c e d  b a c k  t o w a r d s  the m o u n ta in s ,  and L e x in g to n  
w as  no l o n g e r  on the f r o n t ie r .  Y et  th e r e  w e r e  s c o r e s  
o f  o ld  s o l d i e r s  o f  the R e v o lu t io n  and v e te r a n s  o f  the 
Indian w a r s  in the co u n tr y .  And on  lon g  w in te r  e v e n in g s ,  
th ey  g a th e re d  arou n d  e a c h  o t h e r 's  h e a r th s  and fought 
th e ir  ba tt le s  o v e r  aga in , a n d  m a n y  w e r e  the m a r v e l o u s
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t a le s  o f  p e r i l  and ad v en tu re  and o f  h a r d s h ip  that we 
l i s t e n e d  to w ith  g r e e d y  e a r s  and g low in g  f a c e s .

Our co u n tr y  w as  a v e r i t a b le  land o f  p len ty ,  the 
w o o d s  w e r e  fu ll  o f  g a m e  and the r i v e r s  o f  f ish ,  and 
c a t t l e  a n d  sh eep  and sw ine  fa i r ly  s w a r m e d  in the 
w o o d s .  We v e r y  s e ld o m  had w h eaten  b r e a d ,  but we 
had Indian c o r n  in g r e a te s t  abu n d an ce ,  f r o m  w h ich  
fo o d  o f  e n d le s s  v a r ie t y  w as p r e p a r e d .  I d o n 't  think 
any co t to n  w as  r a is e d ,  but we had l in s e y  and je a n s  
and e v e r y  fa m i ly  had its  f la x  w h e e l  and a l i t t le  p a tch  
o f  f la x .  A n d  t h e n  w e  had p len ty  o f  b u ck sk in ,  the 
n e v e r  fa i l in g  r e s o u r c e  o f  the back  w o o d s .

But th is  co u n tr y  w as g r o w in g  to o  th ick ly  se t t le d  
by  t y p i c ia l  p io n e e r s  and m y  fa th er  b e lo n g e d  to that 
c l a s s .  So in the y e a r  1806, w ith  h is  w ife  and nine 
c h i ld r e n  and about a d o z e n  n e g r o e s ,  he lo a d e d  up his 
w a g o n s  and p a ck  h o r s e s  and set  h is  fa c e  w e s tw a r d .  
M y  fa th er  and his tw o o ld e s t  son s  r o d e  in fr o n t ,  f o l 
lo w e d  by  o u r  tw o w a g on s  w ith  th e ir  n e g r o  d r iv e r  s, then 
c a m e  m y  m o th e r  and the tw o y o u n g e s t  c h i ld r e n  on 
p a c k  h o r s e s ,  fo l lo w e d  by n e g r o  w o m e n  and c h i ld r e n  
on fo o t ,  and s o m e  on h o r s e b a c k ,  w h i l e  t w o  o f  m y  
b r o t h e r s ,  s ix te e n  and e ig h teen  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  w ith  a 
t r u s ty  n e g r o  se rv a n t  b rou gh t  up the r e a r .   It s e e m e d  
to m e  that w e w e r e  t r a v e l in g  fo r  a m on th  o r  m o n th s .  We 
t r a v e le d  about f i f te e n  m i le s  p e r  day o v e r  r o a d s  not 
w e l l  op e n e d  and f r e q u e n t ly  w e had to  cut t im b e r  out 
o f  the r o a d ,  f i l l  up e x c a v a t io n s ,  and c a m p in g  by the 
s id e  o f  s w o l le n  s t r e a m s  to w ait p a t ien t ly  f o r  th e m  to 
s u b s id e .  We o c c a s i o n a l l y  p a s s e d  by Indian v i l l a g e s ,  
and m y  fa th er  be in g  w e l l  up in the C h e r o k e e  ton gu e  
w a s  h o s p ita b ly  w e l c o m e d  and e n te r ta in e d .  A fte r  we 
got  out o f  O g le th o rp e  County w e  saw  no m o r e  w hite  
p e o p le ,  until  we c a m e  to what is  n ow  M u r f r e e s b o r o  
on D uck  R iv e r ,  w h e r e  we found a few  w hite  s e t t l e r s  
and a g r i s t  m i l l  in c o u r s e  o f  e r e c t io n .

We had le ft  G e o r g ia  about the f i r s t  o f  M a r c h  and
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it w as  now  n e a r  the f i r s t  o f  A p r i l .  M y fa th er  had fo r  
m a n y  y e a r s  d e s i r e d  to go  to the g r e a t  bend o f  the 
T e n n e s s e e ,  so  t a r r y in g  on D u c k  R i v e r ,  ju st  lon g  
enou gh  to la y  in a m o n th 's  su p p ly  o f  b r e a d  and sa lt , 
he tu rn ed  sou th w a rd  and t r a v e le d  s t e a d i ly  f o r  about a 
w e e k  and one fin e  s p r in g  e v e n in g  w e c a m e  to E lk  
R iv e r .  The s t r e a m  w as  c l e a r  and the a d jo in in g  lands 
f e r t i l e  and n e a r  at hand w as  a b o ld ,  c l e a r  s t r e a m  
p o u r in g  its  sw ift  w a t e r s  into the m a in  s t r e a m .  We 
sk ir te d  a lon g  th is  s t r e a m  f o r  n e a r  tw o  m i le s  n o r t h 
w a r d ,  w hen  w e c a m e  to  a l o w  l im e s t o n e  r id g e  f r o m  
w h ich  the s t r e a m  r o s e  in the f o r m  o f  a f in e  b o ld  sp r in g ,  
g u s h in g . f r o m  the fa c e  o f  the r o c k .  H e r e  w e  r e s t e d  f o r  
the night, our  tents  w e r e  e r e c t e d  n e a r  the s p r in g  and 
w hen  I r o s e  the n ext  m o r n in g  a l i t t le  a f te r  s u n r is e ,  
the n e g r o e s  w e r e  d r e s s i n g  a f ine  v e n is o n  m y  fa th er  
had shot, and a l a r g e  r a t t le s n a k e  w a s  s u s p e n d e d  
f r o m  the l im b  o f  a s p r e a d in g  b e e c h  t r e e  n e a r  the ca m p .  
The day w as  d e v o te d  to  an e x p lo r a t io n  o f  the c o u n tr y  
and e v e r y o n e  p r o n o u n c e d  it a g o o d ly  land . On the 
th ird  m o r n in g  the sound o f  the m a u l  and a x  and the 
c r a s h  o f  fa l l in g  t im b e r  aw ok e  the e c h o e s ,  s o o n  the 
w a l ls  o f  a lo g  c a b in  b eg a n  to  a r i s e ,  the r id g e  p o le  
and p i e c e s  w e r e  put on, b o a r d s  r iv e n  f r o m  the h e a rt  
o f  w hite  oa k  c o v e r e d  it, p u n ch e o n s  hewn out f r o m  
s m a l l  l o g s  sp lit  in  the m id d le  f l o o r e d  it. A c h im n e y  
w as  built  o f  sp l it  s t i c k s ,  and the w h ite  fa m i ly  m o v e d  
in. The n e g r o e s  at f i r s t  s le p t  u n der  the t r e e s .  T he 
w e a th e r  w a s  w a r m  and p le a s a n t ,  n ight w as  h id e o u s  
w ith  the w a i l  o f  w h i p p o o r  w i l l ,  h oo t in g  o f  o w ls  and 
s c r e a m in g  o f  w i ld c a ts  and h ow lin g  o f  w o lv e s .  In the 
m o r n in g ,  day  w as  h e r a ld e d  by the son g  o f  the m o c k i n g 
b i r d  and th ru sh ,  the ca w in g  c r o w s  and the g o b b le  o f  
w ild  tu r k e y s  in the t a l l  t r e e  t o p s .  A l l  n a tu re  w a s  
a n im a te d  and the f o r e s t  and s t r e a m s  s e e m e d  d e n s e ly  
p op u la ted  w ith  b e a s t  and b ir d ,  f l e s h  and fow l ,  e v e r y 
thing e x c e p t  m an.
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Our fa m i ly  f o r  m on th s  had no  v i s i t o r s .  T h is  r e 
g ion  did not a p p e a r  to  have b een  in tru d ed  on ev en  by the 
s a v a g e .  The Indians had le ft  no t r a c e s  o f  s e t t le m e n t  in 
the n e ig h b o r h o o d .  We had d ro p p e d  into  the m id s t  o f  an 
i m m e n s e  hunting grou n d , w ith  no one to m o le s t  o r  m a k e  
a fr a id .  We l iv e d  f r o m  the f o r e s t  and w ith a n  o c c a s i o n a l  
p i l g r im a g e  to M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  the y e a r  w a s  p a s s e d  by  
o u r  fa m i ly  in a state  o f  c o m p le t e  i s o la t io n  f r o m  the 
w o r ld .  A l a r g e  c o r n  p a tch  had b een  c l e a r e d  up and 
c o r n  w as  p lanted  in  h o le s  dug w ith  a hoe a m o n g  the 
s tu m p s  and r o o t s ,  and b re a d  w as r a i s e d  in m o r e  than 
s u f f ic ie n t  quantity  f o r  the c o m in g  s e a s o n .  T he  Indian 
c o r n  on th e se  f r e s h  o r ig in a l  lands g r e w  to a he ight o f  
tw e lv e  o r  th ir te e n  fe e t  and p r o d u c e d  tw o o r  th r e e  
l a r g e  e a r s  to the stalk . W e w e r e  a m i le  f r o m  the E lk  
R iv e r  and the l itt le  c r e e k ,  ( T a y l o r ' s  C r e e k )  on w h o s e  
banks  w e  se tt led  s t i l l  b e a r s  the n a m e  b e s to w e d  on it 
by  m y  fa th e r .  W e had b een  lo c a te d  h e r e  f o r  a y e a r ,  
and w e r e  l iv in g  in the m id s t  o f  p len ty .  W e had no 
s i c k n e s s  d u r in g  the y e a r .  We m a d e  en ou gh  c o r n  f o r  
b r e a d ,  and had m a d e  tw o h o m in y  m o r t a r s ,  by  hu rn in g  
h o le s  in the ends o f  tw o l a r g e  h i c k o r y  b l o c k s ,  and we 
w o r k e d  the p e s t l e s  w ith  s w e e p s  and in th is  w a y  w e 
o b ta in e d  v e r y  g ood  b re a d .  The w o o d s  fu r n is h e d  an 
e n d le s s  v a r ie t y  o f  m e a ts ,  and w hen w in te r  c a m e ,  w e  
s ta r te d  a su gar  c a m p  in the h i l ls  w h e r e  the su g a r  
m a p le s  s tood  th ic k e s t  and m a d e  a c o n s id e r a b le  quantity  
o f  su g a r  and m o l a s s e s .  We had sa lt  f r o m  N a s h v i l le .  
At the c l o s e  o f  the y e a r  a ro a d  w as  b la z e d  out a l l  the 
w ay  and as th e re  w as no o th e r  w ide  b la z e d  r o a d ,  no  
f r o n t i e r s m e n  cou ld  m is ta k e  the way.

W hen the next s p r in g  op e n e d  m a n y  n e w c o m e r  s c a m e  
to  the b eau tifu l  and fe r t i l e  r e g io n ,  w h e r e  w e had lo c a te d  
and quite  a se t t le m e n t  sp ra n g  up. T h is  w as  a v e r y  
a g r e e a b le  e x p e r i e n c e  a fte r  the s o l i tu d e  o f  the p r e 
c e d in g  y e a r ,  and a m o n g  the n u m b e r  w e r e  s o m e  o f  ou r  
r e la t iv e s ,  w ho had fo l lo w e d  ou r  f o o t s t e p s  f r o m  G e o r g ia ,
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and who r e c e iv e d  a w a rm  w e lco m e .  But in a y ea r  or  
two hunters began to te ll  o f  a country  still  further 
south, down tow ards the G reat T en n essee  R iver .  They 
rep orted  this country  to be o f  unexam pled  (s ic )  f e r t 
ility, w ell  w atered  by m any s tr e a m s  flowing south, 
c le a r  and sparkling as the Elk it se l f .  And one or two 
adventurous hunters rep orted  that they had found, a fter  
fo llow in g  these s tre a m s  southward, t h a t  t h e y  a l l  
m e rg e d  into one strong  and c le a r  rapid little r iv e r ,  
that they ca lled  Flint, and when t h e y  c a m e  to the 
junction o f  the two la r g e r  s tre a m s ,  they found a w e ll  
defined path leading f r o m  it through t h i c k e t s  a n d  
canebrak es  tow ard  the mountain that could  be seen  in 
the d istan ce . As night ap proached  they had reach ed  
the foot o f  the mountain and encam ped  near a spring . 
Next m orn ing  they ascen d ed  the mountain which was 
co v e r e d  with heavy t im b e r ,  and f r o m  a c l i f f  looked  
down on a vast sw am py reg ion  with w ater g leam ing in 
the d istan ce . They treaded  southward, ascending  as 
they went, until just b e fo re  reach in g  the mountain 
sum m it, they ca m e  to a spring  in a dark mountain 
gorg e ,  with w aters  o f  i c e  c o ld n e ss .  Skirting the 
mountaintop, they fo l low ed  a sinuous mountain r idge , 
c o v e r e d  with heavy grow th  o f  ced ar  that shut f r o m  
their  view  the surrounding country . As they d e 
scended  they found t r a c e s  o f  a beaten path that grew  
p la iner  as they gradua lly  d escen d ed . P re se n t ly  the 
ced a r  gave p la ce  to m agn ificen t  oak and pop lar  growth 
and they knew that they w e re  at the mountain base , 
yet they found swam ps and m a r sh e s  on e ither side. 
On the north  side w as a long, dark ravine at the foot  
o f  an a lm ost  p erp en d icu la r  c l i f f  o f  l im e sto n e ,  f r o m  the 
foot  o f  w hich issu ed  a la rge  s tr e a m  o f  w ater  that 
spread  o v e r  the sw am py country  below .

Soon there  was co n s id e ra b le  inqu iry  co n ce rn in g  
the new reg ion , to w hich  our hunters had penetrated , 
and m y father began to talk o f  m oving  further south.
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We had been living on Elk R iver now for  three  or  four 
y e a r s ,  and the settlem ents  w e re  gradually  extending 
southward, o ver  into new land just pu rch ased  f r o m  
the Indians in M iss is s ip p i  T e r r i to r y .  My father and 
his boys  and n e g ro e s  had c le a re d  and cultivated som e 
twenty a c r e s ,  m o st ly  in co rn  and pumpkins, though 
we had a little  f lax  patch and m y m other  had a f lax  
w heel or  two, which was gen era lly  kept in m otion . 
By this t im e a m ill  had been built on Elk near the 
m outh o f  the little c r e e k  on which m y father settled . 
I have not v is ited  the spot in fifty y e a rs ,  and they 
told m e that there  is now a cotton  fa c to ry  near w here  
the m il l  stood. At the tim e o f  w hich I speak, the 
w ater  was c a r r ie d  in a r a ce  to the high bank o f  the 
c r e e k  and its w aters  p ro je c te d  against an o v e rs h o t  
w heel. The building was a m e r e  shed to p r o te c t  the 
w o rk s ,  w hich  w ere  crude in ch a ra c te r  as the stones 
had been  qu a rr ied  f r o m  the adjacent m ountains or  
highlands, but still,  crude though it was in ch a r a c te r ,  
yet  it supplied the m ost  o f  the neighborhood .

O cca s io n a lly  w e re  seen the pack h o rs e s  o f  s e tt le r s  
beyond the line in M iss is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  they attracted  
as m uch  attention f r o m  our little com m u nity  as a 
t r a v e le r  f r o m  the Anitpodes would not com m and . 
T h ese  ta ll  stately m en in buckskin cloth ing w e re  
en thusiastic  in the p ra ise  o f  the new country  beyond 
the state line, and while a la rge  num ber o f  se tt le rs  
pouring  into Elk R iver  country , a c o n s id e ra b le  num ber 
o f  the old  p io n e e rs  w ere  going further south. One 
re a s o n  for  em igra t ion  was that T en n essee  w as a state 
and was extending its laws o ver  its new sett lem en ts . 
In 1806-7 the Indians re linqu ished  the vast tr iang le  to 
the United States, the base  of w hich extended f r o m  the 
highlands and headw aters  of Elk to the mouth o f  Elk 
R iver ,  and w hose apex was one hundred m ile s  south
ward in Chickasaw  Island. On (the) T e n n e sse e  R iver  
there  was a heavy em igra t ion  southward and a little
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town began to spring up at W inchester .  Many o f  the 
p io n e e rs  had spent the la r g e r  p ortion  o f  their  l iv e s  
on the fron tie r  s o f  c iv i l iza t io n  and law s and regu la tions  
o f  settled c o m m u n i t i e s  w e re  som ew hat i r k s o m e .  
While they w e re  naturally  p e a ce fu l  and o rd e r ly ,  yet 
habit had them  fond o f  old p ion eer  law s, that usually  
had been potent fo r  the p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  o r d e r  in their  
co m m u n it ies ,  and when law  was extended o v e r  them  
they gen era l ly  dec lin ed  appointm ents involving a d 
m in is tra t ion  o f  the law s, and held th e m se lv e s  a lo o f  
f r o m  the co u rts .  When, by trave lin g  a dozen  m ile s ,  
they could pass  beyond the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  state 
a u t h o r i t y ,  it d idn 't take long fo r  m any o f  them  to 
c r o s s  o v e r  the state line. By this t im e a road had 
been b lazed  out f r o m  the old town o f  W i n c h e s t e r ,  
through the heavy f o r e s t s  to the state line, near New 
M arket, and this fo rm e d  a part o f  the Great Highway 
w estw ard  through A labam a and M is s is  sippi to N atchez, 
then the Capital o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y .

The c ir cu m s ta n c e  that som ew hat re tarded  e m i 
gration  induced m y father to em igra te  further south, 
the C h icksaw s had g e n e ra l ly  been v e r y  fr ien d ly  to the 
se tt le rs ,  but the se tt le r s  hated the C h erok ees  and 
their  hatred was fu lly  r e c ip r o c a te d .  About this t im e 
the a ir  was full o f  r u m o r s  o f  a g e n era l  Indian w ar, and 
m y father who had fought the C h erok ees  for  som e 
tw elve or  f ifteen  y e a rs  felt the old w ar f ir e  rev iv in g  
and cam e to A labam a, in o r d e r  to be in the van o f  the 
battle, should h o s t i l it ie s  actually  c o m m e n ce .  So in 
the spring  o f  the y ea r  1810 he sold  his im p ro v e m e n t  
on Elk R iv er ,  and cam e southward down the new ly cut 
road  until he s truck  Flint R iv er  at old B ro w n sb o ro ,  
w here  there  was a co n s id e r a b le  co lon y  o f  old fr ie n d s ,  
who had p re ce d e d  h im  and who, at that t im e , fo rm e d  
the e x tre m e  southern  settlem ent in the county, east 
o f  the m ountains.

At that t im e a co n s id e ra b le  little  v i l la ge  was
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fo rm in g  at Hunt's big spring , known as the town o f  
Tw ickenham , and m y father settled on a high hill, 
north  o f  B row n sb oro .  A h orse  path, leading f r o m  
B ro w n s b o ro  to Huntsville, had been m ade on the south 
boundary o f  the sect ion  line f r o m  Flint R iver  to Hunts
v i l le  mountain. The lands had been surveyed  the y ea r  
b e fo r e  and the se tt lers  could fo llow  the new ly b lazed  
se ct io n  l in es  to the mountain, f r o m  which to Hunts
v i l le  a road  was b lazed  out n ear ly  on the line o f  the 
p re se n t  B e lle  Fonte road, but m any y e a rs  p assed  
b e fo r e  a wagon road was opened. A ll  the p eop le  living 
on Flint, who drove  wagons to town, went up the r iv e r  
to the old W inchester  road, c r o s s in g  the r iv e r  near 
the fa c to ry ,  then known as W ood 's  Mill. On the w est  
s ide o f  the r iv e r  they skirted  around the m ountain 
through the open w oods , through the M astin  F arm , 
and around by the G reen  B ottom  Inn, just opened by 
John Connally, a fam ous sportsm an  and p rom in ent man 
in his day. H orton 's  m il l  above the T h ree  F ork s  and 
B ro w n 's  m il l  half a m ile  w est o f  old B ro w n sb o ro  had 
not been  built and our grinding was done at Huntsville , 
at a m i l l  put up w est o f  town by John and W il l ia m  
Badlum . I being one o f  the younger boys o f f ic ia te d  
as a m il l  boy, at f ir s t  being a ccom pa n ied  by an o ld e r  
b ro th er  or  a n eg ro  man or  boy. But as I g rew  o ld e r  
I frequently  m ade the tr ip  alone.

Men now living in this country  can have but litt le  
con cep tion  o f  the r ich n ess  and beauty o f  the re g io n  
betw een B ro w n sb o ro  and Huntsville. With the excep tion  
o f  the mountain spur now known as Cedar Ridge and 
then c o v e r e d  with a thick grove  o f  stately c e d a rs ,  it 
was one continued grov e  o f  m agn ificent P op lar  in te r 
sp ersed  in the l o w l a n d s  w i t h  Oaks, Walnut, and 
H ickory . It was a case  o f  the surv iva l o f  the fittest 
fo r  there  was little or no undergrow th, and the fo re s t  
titans had r e s e r v e d  so m uch space  for  light and v e n ti 
lation that, w here t re e s  w ere  not p ro stra te d  by s to r m s ,
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w a g o n s  c o u l d  e a s i l y  be d r iv e n  a n y w h e re  o v e r  the 
w o o d s ,  and in r id in g  th rou g h  the b ea u t i fu l  op en  f o r e s t  
a d e e r  on the run c o u ld  he se e n  f o r  a q u a r te r  o f  a 
m i le  th rou g h  the f o r e s t s .  The  m ou n ta in  w as  ra th e r  
d i f f i c u l t  e s p e c i a l l y  on  the e a s t e r n  s id e .  The path 
w ound a m o n g  lo w  ja g g e d  c l i f f s  o f  L im e s t o n e ,  and it 
to o k  e x p e r ie n c e d  s t e e r in g  at s o m e  p o in ts  to p r e v e n t  
o u r  m e a l  b a g s  f r o m  c o m in g  in ru d e  c o n ta c t  w ith  the 
sh a rp  r o c k s  lea n in g  up on e a c h  s id e  o f  the tra i l .  At 
th is  t im e  but l i t t le  i m p r e s s i o n  had b e e n  m a d e  on the 
u n b ro k e n  f o r e s t  e a s t  o f  the m ounta in . T h e r e  w as  a 
h o u s e  at N u c h o l 's  s p r in g  n e a r  C e d a r  R id g e ,  and s o m e  
tw o o r  t h r e e  a lon g  the b a se  o f  M on te  Sano n e a r  the 
c o o l  s p a rk l in g  s p r in g  on south  s id e  o f  the M o o r e  
p lantation . F r o m  H u n tsv i l le  to the m o u n ta in - t o p  w as 
one  u n b rok en  f o r e s t  w ith  s m a l l  c l e a r in g s  m a d e  south  
o f  the ro a d ,  one by  M o s e s  V in ce n t  at U n d e rw o o d ,  and 
an oth er  n e a r  the o ld  C alhoun  q u a r t e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  
a fe w  s t r a g g l in g  lo g  c a b in s  on the path f r o m  S te e l 's  
c o r n e r  out as  fa r  a s  the F le m in g  p la c e ,  and s e v e r a l  
n ew  h o u s e s  a m o n g  the t r e e s  f r o m  H o lm e s  S treet  dow n 
G re e n  S tree t .  T o w a r d  the p ik e  f r o m  S te e l 's  c o r n e r ,  
the ro a d  w ound a rou n d  a l a r g e  pond , w h e r e  the w a te r  
s tayed  a l l  s u m m e r  and w h ich  w as  fu l l  o f  g r e e n  b r i a r s  
and o ld  s tu m p s  and l o g s ,  to  w h e r e  the g rou n d  began  
to r i s e  into a c o n s id e r a b le  k n o l l ,  w h e r e  the C ou rt  
H ou se  s ta n d s .  H e r e  s to o d  at that t im e  a l i t t le  f r a m e  
bu ild in g  u se d  as  a C o u r t  H ou se  and a n o th er  n o r th  o f  
it f o r  a ja i l ,  w h ich  in a y e a r  o r  tw o w e r e  r e p la c e d  by 
b r i c k  b u i ld in g s ,  a s o u r c e  o f  w o n d e r  t o  t h e  you n g  
n a t iv e s .

A t r ip  to  H u n tsv i l le  M i l l  w a s  a g r e a t  h o l id a y  f o r  
the b o y s ,  a s  s o m e t im e s  a d o z e n  o r  m o r e  w ou ld  c o m e  
a lo n g  t o g e t h e r .  In the c r o w d  w as  g e n e r a l ly  s o m e  
o ld e r  p e r s o n ,  w ho co u ld  put up s a c k s  f o r  u n fortu n ate  
b o y s ,  w ho w e r e  d r a g g e d  o f f  by the s a c k s  o r  the s a p 
l in g s ,  and n e e d le s  and th rea d  a l s o ,  w e r e  fo r t h c o m in g
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r e p a i r s  in c a s e  o f  d a m a g e .  We g e n e r a l ly  s ta r te d  at 
s u n r is e  o r  b e f o r e  and r e a c h e d  ou r  d e s t in a t io n  in tw o 
o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  and as  w e t a r r ie d  until  a l l  had o b 
ta in ed  th e ir  g r i s t ,  w e r e a c h e d  h om e  n ea r  n igh tfa ll .  
Thus w e  m a n a g ed  to spend the g r e a t e r  p a rt  o f  the day 
in tow n  and no e x p o s i t io n  o f  the p r e s e n t  c i v i l i z e d  p e r io d  
e v e r  d e l ig h te d  ou r  s o u ls ,  as did the w o n d e r s  o f  the 
n e w  and g r o w in g  l itt le  c ity ,  H u n tsv il le .  We w a n d e re d  
arou n d  the s p r in g  c l i f f s  and w ad ed  in the w id e  and 
s lu g g is h  w a te r s  in the sw a m p  b e lo w .  S o m e b o d y  had 
s ta r te d  a tan y a rd ,  ju st  b e lo w  the s p r in g  at the fo o t  
o f  the h i l l ,  and m akin g  o f  le a th e r  w as  a n ew  r e v e la t io n  
to us . Then  c a m e  the b r i c k  y a rd  and b r i c k la y in g  and 
the c a r p e n t e r s  and m a s o n s  at w o r k  and th e re  w as  a l s o  
a co t ton  gin run by D r . D av id  M o o r e  and a d i s t i l l e r y  
a b o v e  the m i l l  ow ned  by J a m e s  C le m o n s .  A s  ev en in g  
a p p r o a c h e d  w e  set out in t im e  to r e a c h  h om e  b e f o r e  
n ight fa l l ,  and turn ing  arou n d  the C e d a r  R id g e  and 
c i r c l i n g  a rou n d  the point w e w ou ld  f r e q u e n t ly  h e a r  the 
s c r e a m  o f  the ca tam ou n t ,  that in fe s te d  the ro u g h  and 
h o n e y  c o m b e d  r o c k s  c o v e r in g  the upper  r id g e  and 
l i s t e n e d  to m an y  b lood  cu r d l in g  s t o r i e s  o f  a d v e n tu ro u s  
h u n te rs ,  w ho had e n co u n te r e d  w ild  b e a s t s  in th e ir  
w ild  and d i f f i c u l t  l a i r s  up in the b la c k  c e d a r  g r o v e s .

In the y e a r  1810 and 1811 th e r e  w as  but l i t t le  i n 
c r e a s e  in the p op u la t ion  o f  the F lint R iv e r  C o lo n y .  
T h e r e  w e r e  r u m o r s  o f  I n d i a n  w a r s  and the l i t t le  
t r ia n g le  w h ich  had p r o j e c t e d  i t s e l f  b eyon d  the sta te  
l in e  about t w e n ty - fo u r  m i le s  a lon g  its  n o r th e r n  l im it ,  
and t a p e r in g  to a po in t at C h ick a s a w  Island  on  T e n 
n e s s e e  R iv e r  w ou ld  have b een  in s e r io u s  d a n g e r ,  s u r 
rou n d ed  on a l l  s id e s  by  tw o su ch  p o w e r fu l  and w a r l ik e  
t r ib e s  as  the C h e r o k e e s  and C h ic k a s a w s .  But f o r 
tunate ly  both  o f  th e se  t r ib e s  r e m a in e d  f r ie n d ly  and 
w hen h o s t i l i t i e s  began  the seat o f  w a r  w as south  o f  the 
m ou n ta in s  on the w a te r s  o f  the C o o s a  and T a l la p o o s a .  
H u n t s v i l l e  had g ro w n  to a tow n o f  s e v e n  o r  e ight
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hundred  inhabitants  and w as  d r iv in g  a p r o f i ta b le  t ra d e  
w ith  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a m o n g  w h o m  e v e n  at that t im e  
c iv i l i z a t i o n  w a s  a d v a n c in g .  But m a n y  w ho had sought 
land at the land s a le s  in 1809, d e la y e d  b r in g in g  th e ir  
f a m i l ie s  to the n ew  t e r r i t o r y  at a t im e  w hen  the t e m p e r  
o f  the Indian t r ib e s  w as  u n se t t le d ,  and w a r  a p p e a r e d  
p r o b a b le .  But the s e t t l e r  s w e r e  not e a s i l y  in t im id a ted  
by  fe a r  o f  Indian h o s t i l i t i e s .  A l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  th e m  
had c o m e  f r o m  G e o r g ia  and T e n n e s s e e ,  w h e r e  th e r e  
had b een  co n t in u a l  h o s t i l i t i e s  b e tw e e n  the r a c e s  until 
the beg in n in g  o f  the p r e s e n t  c e n tu r y  and the r i s in g  
g e n e r a t io n ,  w ho had h e a rd  th e ir  fa th e r s  fight th e ir  
b a tt le s  o v e r  aga in , lo n g e d  fo r  an o p p o r tu n ity  to  e m u la te  
th e ir  d e e d s .  But w ith  the y e a r  1811 h o s t i l i t i e s  s e e m  
to  have  p a s s e d  aw ay , and s e t t l e r s  b eg a n  p o u r in g  into 
the co u n tr y  e a s t  o f  F lin t  R iv e r .

Out to w a r d  H u r r i c a n e  C r e e k ,  a la 'rge  c o lo n y  o f  
G e r m a n  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  l o c a t in g ,  a m o n g  w h o m  w as 
J a c o b  D e r r i c k ,  a w e a lth y  m an  w ho bou gh t l a r g e  b o d ie s  
o f  land n e a r  the Indian b o u n d a ry  in  1809. B en  L a w le r ,  
John L a m b e r s o n ,  H e n r y  H a r l e s s ,  R ic h a r d  P o c k r u s ,  
and John P a u e u r ,  w h o s e  d e s c e n d a n ts  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  
N o r t h A la b a m a  and m a n y  o f  w h o m  n o w  c o m p r i s e  s o m e  
o f  the b e s t  c i t i z e n s  o f  M a d is o n  C ounty . John B r o w n  
p u r c h a s e d  a l a r g e  t r a c t  o f  land  n e a r  B r o w n 's  v i l la g e .  
The o ld  tow n  w as  la id  o f f  in to  d iv i s i o n s  and in  the y e a r  
1812 it w as  s e c o n d  to  H u n tsv i l le  in p o p u la t io n  and i m 
p o r t a n c e .  Its p o p u la t io n  r a p id ly  i n c r e a s e d  and it w as  
the h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  the F lin t  R iv e r  N a v ig a t io n  C o m 
pany , that at an e a r l y  day  sh ip p ed  c o t to n  and p r o d u c e  
dow n  the F lin t  R iv e r .

A  l a r g e  s e t t le m e n t  s o o n  g a th e re d  a rou n d  the v i l la g e ,  
a m o n g  w h o m  w e r e  the H ew le tts ,  L a m b e r s o n s ,  T a y l o r s ,  
P e e v e y s ,  M a s s in g a le s ,  B r o w n s ,  L a w le r s ,  C o tto n s ,  
S co tts ,  J o r d a n s ,  and D e r r i c k s ,  w ho r a p id ly  c l e a r e d  
and o p e n e d  f o r  c u lt iv a t io n  the f in e ,  f e r t i l e  la n d s  on 
bo th  s id e s  o f  F lin t  R iv e r .  T he  s e t t le m e n t  ex ten d ed
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up F lin t  R iv e r  to T h r e e  F o r k s ,  w h e r e  H a u gh ton 's  m i l l  
w as  e r e c t e d  and w h e r e  the s e c o n d  votin g  p la c e  in the 
co u n ty  w as  e s ta b l i s h e d .  E v e r y b o d y  l iv e d  in lo g  h o u s e s  
o f  v a r io u s  g r a d e s ,  f r o m  h u m ble  ca b in  daubed  w ith  
c la y  to  the h ew ed  lo g  h ou se  w ith  p lank  f l o o r s ,  sh in g le  
r o o f ,  and c r a c k s  ch in ked  and f in is h e d  o f f  o r  p o in ted  
w ith  l i m e .  L u m b e r  w as a l l  sawn at Saw P its  by  hand; 
it w as  a s e r io u s  ta sk  to saw  out the p lank  f o r  a f i r s t  
c l a s s  d w e l l in g .

F o r  the a c c o m o d a t io n  o f  m y  f a t h e r 's  l a r g e  fa m i ly ,  
he b u ilt  a sq u a re  lo g  h ou se  about tw enty  fe e t  s q u a r e  
w ith  a s id e  r o o m .  The f l o o r  w as m a d e  o f  W hite A s h  
p la n k  saw n at Saw P it ,  the hous e w as  c o v e r e d  w ith  
ch e s tn u t  s h in g le s  and s tood  w ith  but l i t t le  ch a n g e ,  and 
w ithout be in g  r e c o v e r e d  f o r  n e a r ly  f i f ty  y e a r s .  T he 
k it c h e n  and s m o k e h o u s e  and n e g r o  ca b in s  w e r e  c r u d e  
lon g  c a b in s  daubed  w ith  c la y  and s e v e r a l  o f  t h e m  had 
d ir t  f l o o r s .  E a st  o f  the h o u se  w as a s lou g h  o r  la g o o n  
w ith  m a n y  s p r in g s  running into  it and s o m e  b o i l in g  up 
f r o m  its  b o t to m . The w ater  in th is  la g o o n  w as  c l e a r  
and c o ld  w ith  tu ck a h oe  t r e e s  g r o w in g  in the s t r e a m  and 
a lo n g  its  b o r d e r s .  It w as a lw a y s  s w a r m in g  w ith  f i s h  
and a haul o r  tw o o f  a se in e ,  g e n e r a l ly  su p p lied  both  
w h ite  and b la c k  w ith  a m p le  su pp ly  o f  f ine  f is h .  F r o m  
th is  s lo u g h  to  the r i v e r  w as  a b o d y  o f  r i c h  b o t t o m  
land c o v e r e d  w ith  ta ll  g r e e n  t r e e s  o v e r  top p in g  the 
h e a v y  ca n e  b ra k e  that c o v e r e d  the e n t ir e  s u r f a c e .  T he  
r o a d  f r o m  H u n tsv il le  s k ir te d  the h i l ls  and c r o s s e d  the 
r i v e r  h a lf  a m i le  a b o v e  o ld  B r o w n s b o r o  and a th ick  
g r o v e  o f  B e e c h  exten d ed  dow n the r i v e r  on its  e a s t e r n  
s id e .  S m a ll  g a m e  w as abundant and o c c a s i o n a l l y  b e a r s  
and w o lv e s  w e r e  s la in  in the r i v e r  b o t t o m s ,  and c a t 
a m ou n ts  and p a n th ers  in the m ou n ta in s .

I and m y  b r o t h e r s  du rin g  th e se  y e a r s  did  not eat 
m u c h  id le  b r e a d !  M y fa th er  at th is  t im e ,  c a r e l e s s  
in  h is  b u s in e s s  m a t te r s ,  had le ft  h is  f a r m  to  the c a r e  
o f  m y  o ld e r  b r o t h e r s  and the n e g r o e s .  T h e s e  s la v e s
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w e r e  p a r t  o f  m y  m o t h e r ' s  in h e r i ta n c e  f r o m  m y  g r a n d 
fa t h e r 's  e s ta te ,  w ho had d ied  and f o r  that day  had le f t  
a c o n s id e r a b le  e s ta te .  M y m o t h e r ' s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  tw o  
o r  t h r e e  m e n  w i t h t h e ir  w iv e s  and you n g  f a m i l ie s  and 
the la b o r  o f  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  m e n ,  and about the s a m e  
n u m b e r  o f  b o y s  had to s u p p o r t  s o m e  th ir ty  in fa m i ly ,  
b la c k  and w h ite , and to  do  th is ,  m o r e  land had to  be 
c l e a r e d .  So e v e r y  s p r in g  th e r e  w a s  a n ew  grou n d  o f  
s e v e r a l  a c r e s  to  be g ru b b e d  and the b r u s h  and l o g s  
p i le d ,  and on the c a n e b r a k e ,  p a r t  w as  p lan ted  and 
cu lt iv a te d  w ith  the h oe  a lo n e .  T he  o ld e r  l a b o r e r s  had 
to  cut the t im b e r  and sp l i t  the r a i l s ,  the b o y s  d r o v e  
the ox en ,  hau led  r a i l s ,  put up f e n c e s  and cut ca n e  
r o o t s  and g r u b s  w ith  the hoe  and m a t to c k .  T h e r e  w as 
but l i t t le  m o n e y  in c i r c u la t i o n  n ow  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
im p le m e n t s  w e r e  s c a r c e  and d e a r  and m a n y  c o m m o n  
t o o l s  and im p le m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  o f  w o o d .  The  s o i l  
w as  w o n d e r fu l ly  f e r t i l e ,  the s e a s o n  r e g u la r  and a 
fa i lu r e  in c r o p s  w a s  unknow n. Our h og s  and ca tt le  
k ept fat a l l  the y e a r  rou n d  in the c a r e  u s e d ,  and a 
l i t t le  c o r n  fed  to the h og s  in the fa l l  m a d e  p len ty  o f  
f in e  p o r t  f o r  the w h o le  y e a r .  D u rin g  the w in ter  m on th s  
th e r e  w as  w ild  g a m e ,  e i th e r  f i s h ,  f l e s h  o r  fo w l  s e r v e d  
at ou r  d a i ly  m e a ls  w ith  c o r n  b r e a d  in abu n d an ce , and 
n o b o d y  w as  e v e r  in la c k  o f  an a bu n d an ce  o f  the a c tu a l  
n e c e s s a t i e s  o f  l i f e .  Sugar and c o f f e e  o r  tea  w as 
s e ld o m  seen . I do  not think th e r e  w a s  e v e r  a pound 
o f  tea  in m y  f a t h e r 's  h o u se ,  and I have  f r e q u e n t ly  
h e a rd  h im  sa y ,  that he n e v e r  to h is  r e c o l l e c t i o n  e v e r  
ta s te d  the b e v e r a g e .  T h e r e  w as  a l a r g e  quantity  o f  
g o o d  w h is k e y  m a d e  in  the c o u n tr y  and n e a r ly  a l l  the 
h ea d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  d ra n k  it h a b itu a lly ,  y e t  th e r e  w e r e  
but fe w  d ru n k a rd s  in the c o m m u n ity .  N e a r ly  e v e r y  -  
b o d y  w o r e  h o m e s p u n  c lo th in g ,  je a n s ,  l in s e y ,  and b u c k 
sk in s  in w in te r ,  and c o t to n  and f la x  h o m e  s p u n  i n  
s u m m e r .  In an a s s e m b l y  o f  f o r t y  o r  f i f ty  b o y s  in  s u m 
m e r  at c h u r c h  o r  e l s e w h e r e  y o u  w ou ld  not find  h a lf  a
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d o z e n  w e a r in g  s h o e s  o r  c o a t s ,  until  they  w e r e  s e v e n 
te e n  o r  e ig h teen .  W hether at a c o r n  s h u c k i n g  o r  
q u i lt in g ,  at c h u r c h  o r  a w ed d in g , the c r o w d  a p p e a r e d  
b a r e f o o t  and in s h ir t  s l e e v e s ,  th e ir  s h ir t s  w a sh e d  
w hite  a s  sn ow  and o rn a m e n te d  w ith  c o p p e r  o r  dyed  
s u s p e n d e r s  fa s te n e d  b e fo r e  and behind w ith  a l a r g e  
bon e  o r  p e w te r  button. We w o r e  hats o f  p la ite d  g r a s s  
o r  s t r a w  in s u m m e r  and o f  w o o l  o r  fur in w in t e r . The 
h a t t e r 's  t ra d e  w as a f lo u r is h in g  one and a n y bod y  co u ld  
ge t  a g ood  fu r  hat that w ou ld  la s t  f iv e  o r  s ix  y e a r s ,  
w ho co u ld  fu r n is h  a hatter w ith  r a c c o o n  o r  b e a v e r  o r  
o t t e r  sk in s  enou gh  to m a k e  two hats.

In the y e a r  1812 o u r  p e a c e fu l  c o m m u n ity  w as  d i s 
tu rb e d  by r u m o r s  o f  w a r  w ith  the Ind ians. It w as  
know n  that th e re  had b een  s o m e  b lo o d y  ba tt le s  fought 
in the n o r th w e s t  and t r a d e r  s who t r a v e le d  south  o f  the 
r i v e r  a m o n g  the C h e r o k e e s  r e p o r t e d  that th e ir  f r ie n d ly  
s p i r i t  t o w a r d s  ou r  p e o p le  had c o o le d  and that m i s 
s i o n a r i e s  f r o m  the n o r th w e s t  had s t i r r e d  up a f e e l in g  
o f  e n m ity  to w a r d s  the w h ites  m u c h  to  the c h a r g in  o f  
E d w a rd  G unter and o th er  Indian c h ie f s  in the t r ib e  
sou th  o f  the T e n n e s s e e .  S om e  o f  th e se  c h ie f s  w e r e  
h a lf  b r e e d s ,  o f  g re a t  w i s d o m  and fo r e s ig h t ,  w ho ow n ed  
l a r g e  p r o p e r t y  in land and s la v e s ,  and w e r e  e a r n e s t ly  
d e s i r o u s  that th e ir  s u b je c t s  shou ld  b e c o m e  c i v i l i z e d ,  
and w ho saw  nothing but d e s t r u c t io n  to  th e ir  p e o p le  in  
a w a r  w ith  the w hite s e t t l e r s .  W hile  no one dou bted  
the f id e l i t y  o f  the Indian c h ie f s ,  ye t  it w as  v e r y  q u e s 
t io n a b le ,  w h eth er  th e ir  in f lu e n ce  co u ld  r e s t r a in  the 
y ou n g  m e n  o f  th e ir  t r ib e  f r o m  jo in in g  a C o n f e d e r a c y  
that T e c u m s e h  and his b r o th e r  w e r e  o r g a n iz in g  to  
unite the t r ib e s  f r o m  the O hio to  the G ulf in a g e n e r a l  
Indian W a r , and m an y  s e t t le r s  who had bought th e ir  
lan ds  in the n ew  co u n tr y  had d e la y e d  r e m o v a l  o f  th e ir  
f a m i l i e s  until  the t r o u b le  had p a s s e d .  But G e n e r a l  
W i l l ia m  H en ry  H a r r i s o n 's  s u c c e s s f u l  c a m p a ig n  in the 
N o r th w e s t  c u l m i n a t i n g  in the h ard  w on  v i c t o r y  at
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Tip p ecan oe  a llayed  the app reh en s ion s  o f  the whites 
and co n f irm e d  our ne ighbor ing  tr ib e s  in their  f r ie n d 
ship. But the fact  that we w e re  at war with G reat 
B rita in  a rou sed  the m il ita ry  a rd o r  o f  our peop le  and 
m i l i t a r y  com p a n ies  w e re  o rg a n ized  and d r i l le d  
thorough ly  in the sett lem en ts ,  fo rm in g  the nucleus 
o f  the c o m p a n i e s  that a fte rw ard s  took  part in the 
cam paign.
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ROWENA WEBSTER'S 

RECOLLECTIONS OF HUNTSVILLE 

DURING THE 1862 OCCUPATION

By B e s s ie  R u sse ll

On A p r i l  13, 1862, F e d e ra l  f o r c e s  under the c o m 
mand o f  B r ig a d ier  G enera l O rm sby  McKnight M itch -  
e l  captured  Huntsville and cut the im portant ra ilw ay  
line o f  the M em phis and C harleston  R a ilroa d . F or  the 
v is io n a r y  M itchel, who had distinguished h im s e l f  as 
an a s tro n o m e r  b e fo re  the w ar, this a cco m p lish m e n t  
hopefu lly  meant the quick capture of Chattanooga and 
East T e n n e sse e .  With that vast t e r r i t o r y  under F e d 
e r a l  co n tro l  M itchel felt that Union a r m ie s  could  m o v e  
in any d ire c t io n  they w ished , threatening the C on fed 
era te  r e a r  in V irg in ia  or  m arch ing  southward into 
G e o rg ia .

The F e d e ra l  com m and did not a ccep t  this plan and 
le ft  M itch e l in Huntsville as com m a n d er  of the o c c u 
pying a rm y . This, o f  c o u r s e ,  was not what he wanted 
and he chaffed  b itter ly  over  the assignm ent. V a riou s  
a ccou n ts  te ll  o f  the harsh  m anner with w hich  he dealt 
with the popu lace . P roba b ly  he was venting his f r u s 
tra t ion  with his su p e r io rs  onthe d e fe n se le s s  c it izen ry ,  
who saw in him  the ep itom y o f  F e d e ra l  pow er  and d o 
m inance , reaping dis solution in the wake o f  its con tro l .

One such individual who w itn essed  G eneral M itch -  
e l 's  plight during this p er iod  was M iss  Rowena W eb 
s ter ,  who cam e to Huntsville f r o m  B eechw ood , T enn
e s s e e ,  to e sca p e  f r o m  approach ing  F e d e ra l  a rm ie s
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w ho had ca p tu r e d  F o r t  D o n e ls o n  in F e b r u a r y ,  1862. 
H er r e s p i t e  f r o m  the t u r m o i l  o f  w a r  w as  s h o r t - l i v e d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  w ith  the a r r i v a l  o f  M i t c h e l 's  t r o o p s .  In h e r  
la te r  y e a r s  M is s  W e b s te r  r e c o r d e d  s o m e  o f  the h ig h 
l ig h ts  o f  the o c c u p a t io n .  T h e y  o f f e r  an in te r e s t in g  i n 
s ight into co n d it io n s  in  H u n tsv i l le  at that t im e .  The 
a c c o u n t ,  p r in te d  h e r e  in  p a r t ,  op en s  w ith  the fa l l  o f  
F o r t  D o n e ls o n .

What is  a l l  the c o m m o t i o n ?  C h u r ch  b e l ls  r in g in g !  
S o ld ie r s  m o v in g  r a p id ly  to and f r o  ! W o m e n  and c h i ld r e n  
le a v in g  the v a r io u s  c h u r c h e s  on the Sabbath m o r n in g !  
D a r k ie s  s m i l in g  at the s c e n e !  P e o p le  runn ing h e re  
and th e r e ,  s e e k in g  a p la c e  o f  s a fe ty  -  a p la c e  to  f l e e  ! 
D O N A L D S O N  HAS F A L L E N  -  D O N A L D S O N  HAS F A L 
L E N ! W ho b r in g s  the n e w s ?  Says on e ,  and a n o th e r ,  
and a n o th e r !  No m is ta k e ,  Oh, w h e r e  is  m y  F a t h e r ?  
c r i e s  on e ,  and w h e r e  is  m y  b r o t h e r ?  and w h e re  is  m y  
husband ?N o  t id in g s  o f  any, a s  y e t .  Oh, th is  d r e a d fu l  
s u s p e n s e !  A l l  m a y  be e i th e r  w ou n d ed  o r  d e a d .  S o ld ie r s  
ru sh in g  to  the C h attan ooga  D epot  to  jo in  th e ir  c o m m a n d .  
W o m e n  and c h i ld r e n  f l e e in g  to  s o m e  p la c e  o f  r e fu g e ,  
c r o w d in g  a l l  o f  the t r a in s  that a r e  le a v in g  the C ity . 
S om e go in g  to one  p la c e  and s o m e  to  a n o th e r .  M any 
r e a c h in g  the h o m e  o f  M r s .  A n d r e w  E r w in  o f  B e e c h w o o d ,  
T e n n e s s e e ,  -  th ey  find  h er  d o o r s  w id e  o p e n  a lw a y s  to 
the C o n fe d e r a te  s o l d i e r s ,  th e ir  s i c k  and w ou n d ed , and 
h e r  s e r v a n ts  and p r o v i s i o n s  p la c e d  la v is h ly  at th e ir  
c o m m a n d - l i k e  F l o r e n c e  N igh tin ga le  w h o  n e v e r  w e a r ie d  
in  h er  a tten t ion s  -  a p p ly in g  m e d i c in e s  and r e m e d i e s  
f o r  th e ir  r e l i e f .  1

What T e n n e s s e e  s o ld i e r  d o e s  not r e m e m b e r  h e r  
k in d n e s s ?  M any, v e r y  m a n y ,  u n d er  the so d ,  i f  a b le  
to sp ea k  w ou ld  r i s e  up and c a l l  h e r  " B l e s s e d " .  She
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w a s  a n oted  m on u m en t  a m o n g  the l iv in g  and w i l l  a lw a y s  
be a p r e c i o u s  m e m o r y  to h er  m an y  f r ie n d s .  W hile  she 
w as  a r a r e  e x c e p t io n ,  th e r e  w e r e  th ou san d s  o f  n o b le  
w o m e n  w ho gave  a l l  they  had to our C o n fe d e r a te  s o l 
d i e r s  f o r  th e ir  c o m f o r t  and r e l i e f .  G ra n d ly ,  n o b ly  
and b e a u t i fu l ly  did ou r  w o m e n  p e r f o r m  th e ir  p a r t  in 
th is  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e  fo r  th e ir  Sunny South. M any o f  the 
w ou n d ed  a r r iv e d  at M r s .  E r w in 's  h o m e  and w e r e  
k in d ly  n u r s e d  and c a r e d  fo r  until they  w e r e  r e a d y  to 
a g a in  jo in  th e ir  c o m m a n d .  E v e r y  attention  w as  g iv e n  
t h e m  by the a r m y  p h y s ic ia n s ,  s o m e  d ied  and o th e r s  
s o o n  r e s t o r e d .  In the m e a n t im e  the F e d e r a l s  b eg a n  
to  m o v e  in. The h ou se  w as soon  s e a r c h e d  f o r  s o l d i e r s  
and a l l  o f  the p r o v i s i o n s  on hand u se d  -  n oth ing  w as  
e v e r  le f t  in th e ir  wake that they  co u ld  p o s s i b ly  c o n s u m e  
o r  d e s t r o y .  Som e o f f i c e r s  o f  the F e d e r a l  A r m y  w ou ld  
p r o t e c t  ou r  p r o p e r t y ,  w h ile  the m a jo r i t y  w ou ld  e n 
c o u r a g e  th e ir  s o ld i e r s  to c o m m it  e v e r y  d e p r e d a t io n  
in th e ir  r e a c h .  M r s .  E rw in  had m a n y  an a l t e r c a t i o n  
w ith  th e m , but in a m o s t  la d y l ik e  w ay  s tood  f i r m l y  to 
h e r  p r i n c i p l e s .

It s o o n  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the young  la d ie s  o f  
the  h o u s e h o ld  to r e fu g e e  to p la c e s  south  o f  the a r m y ;  
tw o  g o in g  to G r e e n s b o r o ,  G e o r g ia  to  th e ir  u n c l e 's ,  
C o lo n e l  W i l l i s ,  w h ile  tw o w ent to H u n ts v i l le ,  A l a b a m a .2 
A f t e r  having  b een  in H u n tsv il le  a fe w  d a y s ,  the F e d e r a l s  
c a m e  l ik e  a c y c lo n e  into the C ity . W hile  I and m y  
y o u n g e s t  n ie c e  (M is s  R o s a  T u r n e r )  w e r e  s tay in g  w ith  
f r ie n d s  (M r .  and M r s .  M atth ew s),  M is s  T u r n e r  w as  
p la c e d  in s c h o o l .3  I n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  su ch  a s h o c k  as 
w h en  a s e r v a n t  g i r l  at d ay ligh t p r o c l a i m e d ,  " M i s s  
R o w e ,  the tu rn p ike  is  b la c k  w ith  the Y a n k e e s  -  I can  
h ea r  th e m  a m i le  o f f . "  W hile  I n e v e r  w as  the le a s t  
a fr a id  o f  th em , I w as  s ta r t le d  b eyon d  m e a s u r e .  I 
lo o k e d  out o f  the w in d ow  and d i s c o v e r e d  that they  had 
c o m e  to stay . M en, w o m e n  and c h i ld r e n  w e r e  p a n ic  
s t r i c k e n ,  a ltho none  e v e r  sh ow ed  the le a s t  f e a r  o f
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th e m . E v e r y  w o m a n  in the C ity  w as  a id in g  C o n 
fe d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s  to  e s c a p e ,  e v e n  d is g u is in g  s o m e  o f  
th e m  in f e m a le  a t t i r e .  Soon  th ey  had a l l  e s c a p e d .  
One o f  the f i r s t  w ho w as  c a p tu r e d  w as  a b r o th e r  o f  
G e n e r a l  John T . M o r g a n .  I sa id  to  the o f f i c e r  w ho 
held  h im  c a p t iv e ,  " I  hope  y o u  w i l l  be kind to  h im ." 
He r e p l i e d ,  " I  w i l l . "  Soon  G e n 'l  M., o f  A s t r o n o m y  
fa m e ,  F e d e r a l  C o m m a n d e r ,  had p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the 
C ity .  A g r e a t e r  ty ra n t  n e v e r  l iv e d  in  r e v o lu t io n a r y  
t i m e s !  An O hio R e g im e n t  w as  e n c a m p e d  on P o p e s  
H il l ,  n e a r  u s ,  -  th ey  w ou ld  p a s s  e v e r y  day to  w a ter  
t h e ir  h o r s e s  at the fa m o u s  B ig  S prin g  o f  H u n tsv i l le .  
One o f  th e m  c h a n c e d  to  s e e  M is s  SaEie M atthew s and 
M is s  R o s a  T u r n e r ,  p la y in g  w ith  g r a c e  h o o p s  w ra p p e d  
w ith  r e d ,  w h ite  and b lu e .  The s o l d i e r s  w e r e  quite  
a m u s e d  until  th ey  sa w  a tiny  C o n fe d e r a te  F lag  a t 
ta ch e d  to m y  a r m .  A lth o  it w as  s im p ly  hanging on 
m y  a r m ,  one o r d in a r y  s o l d i e r ,  w ithout any a u th or ity ,  
ru s h e d  in the y a r d ,  s a y in g ,  " M i s s ,  I want that f la g ." 
I r e p l ie d ,  " Y o u  h a v e n 't  the b r a v e r y  to  ca p tu re  one on 
a battle  f i e ld ,  but a s k  f o r  a baby  f la g  f r o m  a w o m a n ? "  
He r e p l ie d ,  " I f  y o u  d o n 't  g iv e  m e  that f la g ,  I w i l l  put 
a c a s e  o f  s m a l lp o x  in  th is  h o u se  and one in the h ou se  
o p p o s i t e . "  I sa id ,  " B r in g  y o u r  s m a l lp o x  c a s e ,  I a m  
not a fr a id  o f  you , n o r  y o u r  s m a l lp o x ,  "an d  I im m e d ia t e ly  
t o r e  up the f la g ,  p la c in g  it in  m y  p o c k e t ,  and th r e w  
the h oop  into  a r e s e r v o i r  at the f o o t  o f  the h ill ,  sa y in g , 
" I f  y ou  a r e  a g o o d  d iv e r ,  y o u  ca n  get that h o o p . " In 
the m e a n t im e  the C apta in  c a m e  up w ith  h is  C om p a n y  
and saw  m e  d e s t r o y  the f la g  and put it in to  m y  p o c k e t ,  
s a y in g ,  " Y o u  sh a l l  not have th is  flag ."  He in fo r m e d  
the O f f i c e r ,  a n d  t h e  n e x t  day  M r .  M a tth ew s , h is  
d a u gh ter  S a ll ie ,  R o s a  T u r n e r  and I w e r e  a r r e s t e d .  
M r .  Sam  M atth ew s o r d e r e d  his c a r r i a g e ,  sa y in g  w e 
had to go into C a m p  by o r d e r  o f  G e n 'l  M . I r e b e l l e d  
and sa id  I w ou ld  not go i f  th ey  b ro u g h t  a r e g im e n t  f o r  
m e .  S eeing  that M r .  M atthew s w as  in  e a r n e s t ,  I w as
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M A J O R  G E N E R A L  O R M S B Y  M cK N IG H T  M I T C H E L  
F e d e r a l  c o m m a n d e r  during  the 1862 o c c u p a t io n .
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c o m p e l l e d  to  y ie ld  and r e m a r k e d  to  h im , " I  a m  v e r y  
indignant and v e x e d  but i f  I have  to  g o ,  I w i l l  t r y  to  be 
a lad y , ev e n  a m o n g  m y  e n e m i e s .  "  On a r r iv in g  at 
C a m p  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o f f e r e d  to  a s s i s t  us out o f  the 
c a r r i a g e  and e s c o r t  us to the ten t , but w e  a l l  r e fu s e d  
to  a c c e p t  th e ir  o f f e r .  U n der  the t r e e s ,  in G e n 'l  L o w e 's  
g r o v e ,  the tents  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  and the G e n e r a l 's  son  
r e c e i v e d  us w ith  fa r  m o r e  p o l i t e n e s s  than his  fa th e r ,  
sa y in g  the G e n e r a l  w ou ld  r e c e i v e  us in a fe w  m in u tes  
N ot in the l e a s t  e x c i t e d ,  I w a ited  m y  s u m m o n s .  Soon 
w e s a l l ie d  to  the tent w h e r e  the G e n e r a l  w as sea ted  
beh ind  a ta b le  w ith  a p i le  o f  " g r e e n  b a c k s  " p l a c e d  b e 
f o r e  h im . The you n g  s c h o o l  g i r l s  w e r e  a g re a t  d e a l  
fr ig h te n e d  and k ept on  th e ir  v e i l s .  M r .  M atth ew s, 
b e in g  a s t a m m e r in g  m an , w as v e r y  s lo w  in his in 
t r o d u c t io n s ,  f i r s t  in t r o d u c in g  the g i r l s .  I aw a ited  m y  
p r e s e n ta t io n  and m y  w ra th  b eg a n  to  s t i r  at the thought 
o f  be in g  held  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  su ch  a t r i f l e .  I s n e e r e d ,  
lo o k e d  to  the r ig h t  and to the le f t ,  and w as  a l o n g  t im e  
taking m y  sea t ,  t r y in g  to  k e e p  as c a l m  as p o s s i b l e .  
W hen G e n ' l  M . b e g a n  his q u e s t i o n s ,  a sk in g  M is s  
M atthew s i f  she had not in su lte d  his  s o l d i e r s ,  she 
r e p l ie d ,  " I  did n ot ;  one o f  t h e m  a s k e d  m e  f o r  the 
l i t t le  f la g  and I g a v e  it  to h im ."  T h en  I sa id ,  "It  w as 
not l a r g e r  than m y  hand."  He sa id ,  "I d o n 't  c a r e  i f  
it w as a m ite ,  it w as  a f la g . "  T h en  tu rn in g  to  m e ,  he 
sa id , "D o n 't  y o u  k n ow  that you  a r e  in op en  r e b e l l i o n .  "  
I sa id ,  " I  a m  a R e b e l  o p e n  and a b o v e  b o a r d . " G r o w l in g  
l ik e  a l io n ,  he s a id ,  "N o  m an , o r  w o m a n ,  o r  ch i ld  
sh a l l  sa y  that th ey  a r e  R e b e ls  in m y  tent."  I r e p l i e d ,  
s t i l l  m o r e  f i r m l y ,  " I  a m  a R ebeL "  He then  sa id ,  
" D o n 't  y o u  k n ow  that I co u ld  send  y o u  to  F o r t  La F a y e t te  
in f iv e  m in u t e s . "  I r e p l ie d ,  "that is  v e r y  ra p id  t r a v 
e l in g . "  I co u ld  se e  a lu rk in g  s m i l e  p a s s  o v e r  his  
f a c e ,  and he sa id ,  " A r e  y o u  a l a d y ? "  I r e p l i e d  in  a 
m o s t  ind ignant m a n n e r ,  "W h o  doubts  i t ? "  He then 
sa id ,  "Y o u  w o m e n ,  get  to  y o u r  h o m e s . "  He wa s
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s u r e ly  no g e n t l e m a n  b u t  a n  a r r a n t  c o w a r d  and 
a ty ra n t .  He s e e m e d  p a r t i c u la r ly  bent on  in su lt in g  
the w o m e n  and c h i ld r e n  and went into  the A r m y  fo r  
ga in . No w o r s e  o r d e r  w as  e v e r  g iv e n  in the d a ys  o f  
the F r e n c h  R e v o lu t io n  than that he i s s u e d  to o ld  G e n 'l  
T u r c h in  (a D utchm an) w hen he to ld  h im  to m a r c h  into  
the tow n  o f  A th en s , A la b a m a  and to g iv e  the s o l d i e r s  
the l i b e r t y  o f  the tow n fo r  tw o h o u r s .5 And th ey  s u r e ly  
o b e y e d  the o r d e r ,  in e v e r y  s o r t  o f  m i s c h i e f  and c r i m e  
o f  w h ic h  s o l d i e r s  a r e  gu ilty , w ithout r e s t r a in t .  The 
p e o p le  o f  A thens w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  this o u tr a g e ,  a s  lo n g  
as  any inhabitant is  le f t  to t e l l  the s t o r y .  At the h o m e  
o f  Judge C . they  c o m p le t e ly  d e m o l is h e d  the p la c e ,  to  
p u n ish  the fa m i ly  - they  p itch e d  th e ir  tents  as  c l o s e  to  
the h o u se  a s  they  co u ld  get th e m  and n e v e r  r e m o v e d  
t h e m  until  they  had o r d e r s  to l e a v e .  A l l  o f  the v e 
h i c l e s ,  c a r r i a g e s ,  b u g g ie s  and e v e ry th in g  o f  the kind 
w e r e  r o l l e d  m i l e s  aw ay , u n le s s  they  d e s t r o y e d  th e m  by 
ch o p p in g  th e m  up w ith  a x e s  o r  h a tch e ts .  One o f  th e ir  
c h i e f  d e l ig h ts  w as to s t r e w  m o l a s s e s  and la r d  a l l  o v e r  
the c a r p e t s ,  b r e a k u p  the fu r n itu re  and s m a s h  the m i r -  
r o w s ,  and to le a v e  nothing that they  co u ld  p o s s i b ly  
d e s t r o y .  Had not the R e b e l s ,  in th e ir  s h r e w d n e s s ,  
hid m u c h  o f  th e ir  p r o v i s i o n s ,  they  w ould  have  p e r i s h e d .  
T h is  O hio  R e g im e n t  did the f igh tin g  o f  that c o m m a n d  
f o r  th ey  w ent out 1400 s tro n g  and on ly  f i f ty  s u r v iv e d ,  
but th is  o ld  G e n e r a l  n e v e r  w ent out w ith  th e m  -  he w as  
to o  b u sy  bu y in g  and s e l l in g  co tton  and e n r ic h in g  h i m 
s e l f .

One day , in H u n tsv i l le ,  A la b a m a , a r u m o r  c a m e  
that a C o n fe d e r a te  G e n e ra l ,  w i t h  1O,000 Indian s o l d i e r s ,  
w as c r o s s i n g  the r i v e r  a few  m i l e s  o f f ,  w h ich  c r e a t e d  
a g r e a t  p a n ic  a m o n g  the F e d e r a l  t r o o p s .  A r t i l l e r y ,  
in fa n try  and e v e r y  a v a i la b le  p i e c e  o f  a r m o r  w as o r 
d e r e d  out. Such c la sh in g  and c la t t e r in g  o f  a r m s  th rou g h  
the s t r e e t s  we had not h ea rd  b e f o r e .  T h is  ga ve  the 
la d ie s  a ch a n ce  to exu lt  and c la p  th e ir  hands f o r  jo y ,
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hoping that the Y a n k e e s  m igh t  h ave  to  r e t r e a t .  It w as 
s o o n  found to  b e  a fa l s e  a l a r m  and the c i t i z e n s  had to 
qu iet  down. A r r e s t s  w e r e  d a i ly  m a d e  o f  qu iet  u n o f 
fen d in g  c i t i z e n s ,  and n e v e r  did th ey  have  any p e a c e  
w h ile  th is  b r a n c h  o f  the a r m y  r e m a in e d .  We o fte n  kept 
the Y a n k e e s  in hot w a te r ,  r e p o r t in g  that F o r r e s t ,  
M o r g a n  o r  s o m e  fa m o u s  G e n e r a l  w as  in  the n e i g h b o r 
hood , w hen  we had no  t id in g s  f r o m  th e m . It w as  a 
m e r e  r u s e  to  d e fen d  o u r s e l v e s  f r o m  in su lt .

On one o c c a s i o n  G e n ' l  M. ga ve  an o r d e r  that the 
R e b e l  la d ie s  m ig h t  attend the b u r ia l  o f  a n eph ew  o f  
G e n 'l  C. W h eth er  it w as  a kind s t r e a k  he to o k  o r  
w h eth er  it w as  to  a s c e r t a i n  the f e e l in g  o f  the la d ie s  
we did not k n ow , but b e l ie v e d  it w as  the la t te r ,  and 
a ltho  th ey  w e r e  u s in g  a l l  o f  the h o r s e s  and c a r r i a g e s  
in the C ity , e v e r y  la d y  in  tow n  r o b b e d  a l l  o f  the g a r 
den s  o f  f l o w e r s  and e a c h  c a r r i e d  an im m e n s e  bouquet 
and w alk ed  beh ind  the h e a r s e  f o r  a m i le  and a h a lf  to 
d e c o r a t e ,  n o t  o n l y  h i s  g r a v e ,  but a l l  o f  the R e b e l  
S o ld ie r s '  g r a v e s  in the c e m e t e r y .  G e n 'l  M. m igh t 
have know n that it w a s  a g o o d  t i m e  t o  sh ow  th e ir  
p r in c ip le s  and they  n e v e r  l o s t  an o p p o r tu n ity  to  exh ib it  
them .

The f i r s t  Y an k ee  s o l d i e r s  that I e n c o u n te r e d ,  I 
w as w a lk in g  w ith  m y  l o v e ly  f r ie n d ,  M r s .  W i l l ia m  
M astin ,  S r . ,  and I shut m y  e y e s  as I p a s s e d .  She 
r e m a r k e d ,  " M i s s  R o w e ,  it i s  a l l  l o s t  on  th e m  fo r  they  
w ill think that you  a r e  a b lin d  w o m a n . "

Som e o f  us w ent to  an o ld  B a p t is t  C h u r ch ,  out o f  
u s e ,  and found m a n y  so l d i e r s  th e r e  w a it in g  to be 
e x c h a n g e d .  T h ey  w e r e  a lw a y s  a jo l l y ,  w h o le s o m e  
set  and one o f  th e m  r e m a r k e d ,  " P e o p l e  ca n n ot  sa y  
that w e d o n 't  stand b y  ou r  c h u r c h . "

S h ort ly  a f te r  the B attle  o f  Sh iloh  M a jo r  C. a r r i v e d ,  
l im p in g  on c r u t c h e s .  W e had to ld  h im , w hen  he le f t ,  
not to c o m e  b a c k  w ounded  in the fo o t  and l im p in g  on 
c r u t c h e s .  M is s  F an n ie  D on ega n  had to ld  h im , i f  he
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w as w ounded  to c o m e  to th e ir  h ou se  and w e w ou ld  n u r s e  
h im . The Y an kee  S u rgeon  attended  h im  and the s u r g e o n  
r e m a r k e d  that "H u n tsv i l le  w as  a l o v e ly  p la c e ,  s o  fu l l  
o f  f l o w e r s  e a r ly  in the S pring  that it w as l ik e  a f a i r y 
lan d . " M a j.  C. sa id , " D o c t o r ,  the f l o w e r s  a r e  noth ing , 
the s o c i e t y  is  c h a r m in g ,  so  r e f in e d ,  so  c u l tu r e d ."  A 
s h o r t  t im e  a f t e r ,  m a n y  o f  ou r  s o l d i e r s  r e tu r n e d ,  
w ou n d ed  f r o m  this b a tt le .  One Sabbath about a d o z e n  
Y an k ee  s o l d i e r s  c a m e  to  a r r e s t  M a jo r  C. We e n d e a v 
o r e d  to  c o n c e a l  his c r u t c h e s  and d is g u is e  h im ,  but 
th ey  ru s h e d  into his  r o o m  saying  that by  the a u th o r ity  
o f  G e n ' l  M. they  m u st  a r r e s t  h im . M a j.  C. s e e m e d  
c a lm ,  but the la d ie s ,  M is s  M a ry  H. (to w h o m  he w as  
e n g a g e d  at the t im e ) ,  M r s .  B., h e r  m o t h e r ,  M is s  
D on ega n  and I, w e r e  v e r y  indignant and aaked  th e m  
if  it t o o k  tw e lv e  o f  th e ir  m e n  to a r r e s t  one o f  o u r s .  
We thought M a j.  C. w as getting  a lon g  v e r y  w e l l  w ith  
his  w ound but f r o m  im p r u d e n c e  he w as th re a te n e d  w ith  
l o c k ja w  and his fe a tu r e s  w e r e  r ig id  and e x t r e m i t i e s  
c o ld .  He th re w  a b o o k  at the head o f  a s e r v a n t  to a -  
w aken  h im , and sent h im  to w ake M is  s Fann ie  D on ega n  
and m y s e l f .  We w ent to h im , k in d led  a f i r e ,  gave  h im  
a s t r o n g  tod d y , put a c lo th  o f  lau dn u m  on his  fo o t  and 
h ea ted  it w ith  ou r  hands. He d e c la r e d  that w e  had sa v e d  
his  l i f e .  A s h o r t  t im e  a fte r  th is ,  w hen  he jo in e d  h is  
c o m m a n d ,  he w as m a r r i e d  to M is s  M a r y  H. at B r e n t 
w o o d ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  and r e tu r n e d  to  h is  c o m m a n d  w ith 
out h is  b r id e .

We had tw o s o ld i e r s  c o n c e a le d  on the f la t  r o o f  o f  
M r .  D o n e g a n 's  hou se  -  M r .  W. and M r .  R -  w e u sed  
to p a s s  th e ir  fo o d  to th e m  e v e r y  day until th ey  co u ld  
s t e a l  a ch a n ce  to e s c a p e  f r o m  the Y a n k ee  s o l d i e r s . 
T h ey  f in a l ly  m a d e  th e ir  e s c a p e  and jo in e d  th e ir  c o m 
m an d . One day a w om an , in d e e p  m o u rn in g  and h e a v i ly  
v e i le d ,  w as se e n  getting  o v e r  the c e m e t e r y  fe n c e  to 
d e c o r a t e  s o m e  Y an kee  g r a v e s ,  w hen a m a n 's  b o o ts  
w e r e  s e e n  and s o m e  o f  the R e b e l  la d ie s  d i s c o v e r e d
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that he w as  a R e b e l  sp y  w ho b ro u g h t  l e t t e r s  to  th e m  
th rou g h  the l in e s .

M is s  Fann ie  D on egan  and I had n e v e r  s e e n  the b u r ia l  
o f  an o f f i c e r  so ,  as one o f  the n o ted  Y an k ee  o f f i c e r s  
had d ied , we c o n c lu d e d  to  c o n c e a l  o u r s e l v e s  in  the 
d e n se  s h u r b b e r y  and w a tch  the p r o c e s s i o n  as it w as  
p a s s in g  the c e m e t e r y ,  The b od y  w as  in an a m b u la n ce ,  
d ra p e d  w ith  c r a pe ; his w a r  h o r s e  w as  d r a p e d  a l s o ;  the 
o f f i c e r s  w e r e  r id in g  w ith  r e v e r s e d  a r m s ; m an y  s o l d i e r s ; 
a band w as p la y in g  the dead m a r c h  w ith  m u ff le d  d r u m s .  
It w as a s o le m n  sight  to  u s .  The c e m e t e r y  w as ju st  
a s h o r t  d is ta n c e  f r o m  M r .  D 's  r e s i d e n c e ,  n e a r  enou gh  
to h ea r  the guns and ca n n on s  f i r e  qu ite  fr e q u e n t ly ,  f o r  
he w as  C o l .  o f  A r t i l l e r y  and w as  a g r e a t  l o s s  to th em . 
On th e ir  re tu rn ,  a f t e r  the p r o c e s s i o n  w as  out o f  s ight, 
th r e e  g r a v e  d ig g e r s  c a m e  a lo n g ;  M is s  D on ega n  a sk e d  
the f i r s t  one i f  th ey  had b u r ie d  an o f f i c e r .  He sa id , 
"N o ,  it w as one o f  th e ir  m e n ."  I sa id ,  "that is  not so ,
I know  it w a s  one  o f  y o u r  o f f i c e r s . "  He p a s s e d  on ; a 
s e c o n d  one c a m e  by, she a sk e d  a g a in  i f  that w as not 
one o f  th e ir  o f f i c e r s .  T h is  one sa id  the s a m e  thing and 
d en ied  it. I s a id ,  " I  w i l l  a sk  the n ext  o n e ."  The th ird  
one p a s s e d ;  I ha lted  h im  and s a id ,  "W h at o f f i c e r  w as 
that y o u  have ju st  b u r i e d ? "  He sa id  he w as not an 
o f f i c e r .  I sa id ,  " I  k n o w  b e t t e r ,  he w as  on e , f o r  I 
have n o t ic e d  y o u  have b u r ie d  f iv e  o r  s ix  o f  y o u r  m e n  
and did not m a k e  any p a r a d e  o v e r  th e m  - did not ev en  
f i r e  a gun -  n ow  th is  m an  had a l l  o f  the h o n o rs  and 
f lo u r is h in g  o f  t r u m p e ts  a c c o r d e d  to  h im , th e r e  is  no 
u s e  in den y in g  the f a c t . " He at la s t  a c k n o w le d g e d  that 
it w as  an im p o r ta n t  m an  they  had lo s t .

A n oth er  day  I w as  sitt ing  on the f r o n t  p o r c h  w ith  
H a r v e y  D on ega n  and one o r  tw o m o r e  f r ie n d s ,  w hen  a 
n u m b e r  o f  Y an k ee  o f f i c e r s  p a s s e d  a lo n g ,  e s c o r t in g  a 
dau gh ter  o f  G e n ' l  M. She w as  a l s o  d r e s s e d  in a b lu e  
r id in g  habit w ith  a s w o r d  at h er  s id e ,  w h ich  s e e m e d  
c o a r s e  to  us S outhern  w o m e n .  H a r v e y  D on ega n  r e -
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m a r k e d  in th e ir  h e a r in g ,  " M is s  R o w e ,  th e r e  a r e  s o m e  
b e a u x  f o r  y ou ." I r e p l ie d ,  loud  enough  f o r  th e m  to 
h e a r ,  "I  hope  n e v e r  to be r e d u c e d  to  su ch  a s  that -  I 
k e e p  b e t te r  co m p a n y ."

D a ily  d e p r e d a t io n s  w e r e  c o m m it t e d  as lon g  a s  the 
F e d e r a l  s o ld i e r s  w e r e  in ou r  m id s t .  M any sa y  that 
th is  i s  the r e s u l t  o f  w a r ,  but I a m  su re  th ey  m u s t  have 
had m a n y  an o f f i c e r  who w as m e r e l y  v e s t e d  w ith  a 
l i t t le  a u th or ity  who to o k  advan tage  o f  it and a b u se d  it 
by a l l  the a r b i t r a r y  a c ts  they  co u ld  sh ow . M any had 
n e v e r  c o m m a n d e d  s o ld i e r s  b e f o r e ,  and sh ow ed  ev en  
th e ir  ow n s o ld i e r s  the g r e a t e s t  ty ra n n y ,  but w hen  
th e ir  r e g u la r  o f f i c e r s  c o m m a n d e d  they  w e r e  b o r n  
g e n t le m e n ,  th ey  w e r e  a lw a y s  p o l i te  and c o n t r o l l e d  
th e ir  m e n  and w e r e  w il l in g  to have w r o n g s  r e d r e s s e d  
and g ra n t  f a v o r s ,  w hen  not u n r e a s o n a b le .  Y o u  m a y  
sa y  that about o n e - t h ir d  o f  the la tte r  c l a s s  c o n t r o l le d  
th e ir  a r m y ,  w h ile  t w o - t h i r d s  w e r e  tu rn ed  l o o s e  to do 
what th ey  p le a s e d .  M o s t  o f  the p op u la t ion  o f  H u n tsv i l le  
w e r e  C o n fe d e r a te s  and w ou ld  have d ied  b e f o r e  they  
w ou ld  have  den ied  th e ir  p r in c ip le s .  In the b eg in n in g ,  
I a d m it ,  that we o ften  ta n ta l ised  the Y a n k e e s  by  w alk in g  
a lo n g  the s t r e e t s  and g iv in g  ou r  s e lv e s  the t i t le s  o f  ou r  
n o ted  G e n e r a ls  -  but take it to y o u r s e l v e s ,  i f  y o u  
w e r e  about to be ro b b e d  o f  a l l  y o u r  p o s s e s s i o n s  and 
a c c u m u la t io n  o f  w ea lth  w h ich  w as h o n e s t ly  g o tten  by  
y o u r  p a r e n ts  and y o u r  r ig h t fu l  in h e r i ta n c e ,  w ou ld  y o u  
not have fe l t  the s a m e  w ay , e s p e c i a l l y  w hen  the 
p a r e n ts  and g ra n d p a re n ts  o f  th e s e  Y a n k e e s  had bought 
and s o ld  s l a v e s ?  T h ey  w e r e  o n ce  a s  m u ch  th e ir  p r o 
p e r t y  as  o u r s !

1The typewritten copy of M iss  W e b ste r 's  account is in the 
M anuscript Section at the T ennessee State L ibrary  and A rch ives. 
The original is titled "M e m o ir s  of a Southern G i r l . "

2
M iss  W ebster was probably in her late thirties when she 

cam e to Huntsville with her n iece , Rosa T urn er.
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3According to the 1859-60  edition of the Huntsville Citv  
D irectory , Sam uel Matthews lived on the north side o f  McClung  
between A dam s and C alifornia . It appears fro m  the m anuscript 
that the Matthews yard was ju st above the city re se v o ir .

4 L ow e's Grove where Matthews and the g irls  were taken was 
located on Gallatin Street on the site where the Royal Funeral 
Hom e once stood.

5M iss W e b ste r 's  referen ce here is to C olonel John Turchin.

6The Jam es J . Donegan home was a large brick house on the 
site of the present Huntsville J r . High School on Randolph Avenue. 
The stone wall in front of the school was built by M r . Donegan.
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