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REV.  GEORGE E.  EAGLETON:  
A SOUTHERN TEACHER  

IN THE 1 8 5 0 ' S
by  A ld e n  B . P e a r s o n ,  Jr .

D ia r ie s  o f  fa m o u s  p e o p le  o r  o f  th o s e  w ho c o n s o r t e d  
w ith  th e m  p o s s e s s  o b v io u s  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e ;  h o w e v e r ,  
the p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d  o f  an e d u ca te d ,  thoughtfu l, s e n ­
s i t iv e ,  but l e s s  p r o m in e n t  p e r s o n  a l s o  g iv e s  v a lu a b le  
in s ig h t  into the s o c i e t y  in  w h ic h  he l i v e d .  G e o r g e  Ew ing 
E a g le t o n 's  D ay B o o k  i s  s u ch  a r e c o r d .  It d e ta i ls  the 
e x p e r i e n c e s  and i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  a P r e s b y t e r ia n  p r e a c h ­
e r  and t e a c h e r  o f  M id d le  T e n n e s s e e  b e f o r e ,  du rin g  
and a fte r  the C iv i l  W a r .  T h is  e s s a y  e x a m in e s  on ly  
one  o f  m a n y  s u b je c t s  upon w h ich  he c o m m e n t e d - e d u c a -  
t io n  in the a n t e - b e l lu m  South. H old in g  f i r m l y  to  the 
t r a d it io n a l  P r e s b y t e r ia n  c o n c e r n  f o r  an ed u ca ted  
c i t i z e n r y  and b e t te r  e d u ca te d  than m o s t  o f  h is  c o n t e m ­
p o r a r i e s ,  E a g le to n  w as  s o m e t im e s  f o r c e d  by  the lo w  
l e v e l  and i r r e g u la r  p a y m e n t  o f  m in i s t e r ia l  s a la r i e s  to 
su p p le m e n t  h is  in c o m e  by  te a ch in g  s c h o o l .  In th is  
w a y  he b e c a m e  in t im a t e ly  a cq u a in ted  w ith  the p r o b l e m s  
and the jo y s  o f  m id -n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  Southern  e d ­
u ca t io n .

E d u c a t io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  in T e n n e s s e e ,  as  in the 
South g e n e r a l ly ,  la g g e d  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  beh ind  that o f  
the  N orth .  E a r ly  in the n in e teen th  c e n tu r y  funds f r o m  
the s a le  o r  l e a s e  o f  c e r t a in  t r a c t s  o f  p u b l ic  land  had 
b e e n  se t  a s id e  f o r  the su p p o r t  o f  c o l l e g e s ,  a c a d e m i e s ,  
and the c o m m o n  s c h o o l s .  W ith s o m e  a d d it ion s  f r o m
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the s t a t e 's  p r o f i t s  on s t o c k  w h ich  it he ld  in  v a r io u s  
b a n k s ,  th is  c o m m o n  s c h o o l  fund b e c a m e  a p a r t  o f  the 
c a p i t a l  o f  the Banks o f  T e n n e s s e e  in 1838. F r o m  its  
p r o f i t s  the Bank annually  had to  set  a s id e  the m e a g e r  
s u m s  o f  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  d is t r ib u t io n  to the c o u n t ie s  f o r  
the c o m m o n  s c h o o l s  and $ 18 ,000  f o r  the cou n ty  a c a d ­
e m i e s .  Not until  1854, w hen G o v e r n o r  A n d r e w  Joh n son  
le d  the l e g i s la t u r e  to su p p lem en t  th is  fund w ith  p o l l  
and p r o p e r t y  ta x e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  d id  
the s ta te  e s t a b l i s h  an a dequ a te  tax  b a s e  f o r  p u b l ic  
e d u c a t io n .  In the 1850 's  the s t a te 's  f i r s t  p u b l ic  g r a d e d  
s c h o o l s  w e r e  e s ta b l is h e d  in  N a s h v il le  and M e m p h is ;  
and a lth ou gh  ra p id  d e v e lo p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  in o th e r  p a r ts  
o f  the s ta te ,  th e r e  w as no  state  s y s t e m  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s  
u n til  1873. By I860 the state had 1 40 ,0 0 0  p u p ils  in the 
c o m m o n  s c h o o l s ,  but s t i l l  a lm o s t  tw enty  p e r  ce n t  o f  
the  w h ite  adult p op u la t ion  w as  i l l i t e r a t e .  E ven  thou gh  
co u n ty  s y s t e m s  o f  f r e e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  a u th o r iz e d  by  
l e g i s la t u r e  s e v e r a l  t im e s  b e tw e e n  1816 and the 1950 's ,  
l a c k  o f  s u f f ic ie n t  funds, l o c a l  in d i f f e r e n c e  and o p ­
p o s i t io n ,  and a d e a r th  o f  q u a l i f ie d  t e a c h e r s  p r e v e n te d  
the e f f e c t i v e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th is  l e g i s la t i o n .  P r i ­
va te  s c h o o l s  and a c a d e m ie s ,  w h ich  w e r e  the f i r s t  e d ­
u c a t io n a l  in s t itu t ion s  in the sta te , t h e r e f o r e ,  con t in u ed  
to  p r o v id e  the m a jo r  p o r t io n  o f  e d u ca t io n a l  o p p o r ­
tu n it ie s  until  the la te  1850 's  and ev en  a f t e r w a r d s  in 
s o m e  a r e a s .  Just as  P r e s b y t e r ia n  m i n i s t e r s ,  in the 
t r a d i t io n  o f  that d e n o m in a t io n 's  in te r e s t  in e d u ca t io n ,  
had s ta r te d  the f i r  st s c h o o l s  in the t e r r i t o r y  w h ich  w as 
to  b e c o m e  T e n n e s s e e ,  so  they  con tin u ed  to  p la y  a la r g e  
r o l e  in p r o v id in g  le a d e r s h ip  f o r  th e se  s c h o o l s  and 
a c a d e m ie s .  G e o r g e  E. E a g le to n  fit c o m f o r t a b ly  and 
n a tu ra l ly  into this p a ttern . 2

E a g le to n  w as w e l l  ed u ca ted  by the s ta n d a rd s  o f  
h is  day. B o r n  on D e c e m b e r  31, 1831, in M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  
T e n n e s s e e ,  w h e re  his fa th e r ,  W i l l ia m ,  w as  beg in n in g  
the th ird  y e a r  o f  a lon g  and p r o d u c t iv e  p a s to r a te  in
4



the F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r ch ,3 he stud ied  in  s e v e r a l  
l o c a l  p r iv a te  s c h o o l s  and in 1851 w as  a m e m b e r  o f  the 
s e c o n d  c la s s  to  g ra d u a te  f r o m  the r e c e n t ly  e s ta b l is h e d  
U nion  U n iv e r s i ty .4  E a g le to n  had e a r l i e r  d e c id e d  to  
en te r  the m in is t r y ,  and fo r  a y e a r  he stu d ied  th e o lo g y  
and H e b re w  u n d er  h is  fa th e r ,  a f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r  in 
the t h e o l o g i c a l  s e m in a r y  at M a r y v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .5 
He then spent a y e a r  at that in st itu t ion  b e f o r e  f in i s h ­
ing his  f o r m a l  e d u ca t io n  at Union T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m in a r y  
in N ew  Y o r k  C ity  in 1 8 5 3 -5 4 . B e l ie v in g  that e d u ca t io n  
en ta i led  m o r e  than ju st  " b o o k  le a r n in g ,"  he t r a v e le d  
w id e ly  w h e n e v e r  he had an op p or tu n ity .  D uring  his  
s tay  in the N orth , f o r  e x a m p le ,  he v is i t e d  B u ffa lo  and 
N ia g a ra  F a l l s ,  B o s to n  and N ew  H aven , P h ila d e lp h ia  
and W ash in gton . By v i r t u r e  o f  h is  f o r m a l  ed u ca t ion  
and his o b s e r v a t io n  o f  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  the co u n tr y  he 
t h e r e f o r e  b ro u g h t  to  h is  pu lp it  and h is  c l a s s r o o m  a 
b r o a d e r ,  b e t te r  in f o r m e d  v ie w p o in t  than did m o s t  
S o u th e rn e rs  o f  that t im e .

E a g le to n 's  e a r ly  c a r e e r  as  a m in is t e r  and t e a c h e r  
in c lu d e d  a n u m b e r  o f  c o n ta c t s  w ith  A la b a m a  and the 
T e n n e s s e e  V a l le y ,  He r e c e i v e d  his  f i r s t  tea ch in g  e x ­
p e r i e n c e  n e a r  the A la b a m a  state  l in e  in e a s t e r n  M i s ­
s i s s ip p i  w h ile  s e r v in g  c h u r c h e s  in both  s ta te s .  T h e r e ­
a f t e r ,  until  the C iv i l  W ar b r o k e  out, he w o rk e d  in  
r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  d i r e c t ly  n o r th  o f  A la b a m a 's  
M a d is o n  and L im e s t o n e  c o u n t ie s .  In M a r c h ,  1856, he 
b rou gh t  his b r id e  o f  tw o m o n th s ,  the f o r m e r  Ethlinda 
M . F ou te ,  o f  C a d e 's  C o v e  in E a st  T e n n e s s e e ,  to  G i le s  
C ounty , T e n n e s s e e .  T h e r e  he s e r v e d  the P r e s b y ­
t e r ia n  c h u r c h e s  at C o r n e r s v i l l e  and B r i c k  C h u rch  
(R ich la n d  C r e e k )  and a l s o  taught s c h o o l  in the la t te r  
c o m m u n ity .  He la te r  r e s ig n e d  f r o m  the C o r n e r s v i l l e  
C h u r c h  b e c a u s e  it fa i le d  to  pay  h is  s a la r y  and a c c e p t e d  
the p u lp it  o f  the Swan C r e e k  C h u r ch  n e a r b y  in L in c o ln  
C ounty . L ike  m a n y  r u r a l  c h u r c h e s  in th is  p e r i o d ,  
t h e s e  c o n g r e g a t io n s  p r o v id e d  no l iv in g  q u a r te r s  f o r
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t h e ir  m i n i s t e r s ;  and f o r  m o s t  o f  the n ex t  tw o and a 
h a lf  y e a r s  the E a g le to n s  b o a r d e d  w ith  M a jo r  John B. 
G o r d o n  in  the R ich la n d  C r e e k  a r e a .  F o r  fo u r  m on th s  
in 1856 th ey  r e s id e d  w ith  D r .  R o b e r t  G. M c C lu r e  in 
L e w is b u r g ,  M a r s h a l l  County, w h e r e  E a g l e t o n  w as  
p r in c ip a l  o f  a l o c a l  a c a d e m y ,  Judson  F e m a le  In s t i tu te .6 
T o w a r d  the end o f  1858 the fa m i ly  m o v e d  to  the f a r m  o f  
M a jo r  M a r io n  C h i ld r e s s  n e a r  Swan C r e e k  c h u r c h  and 
B o o n 's  H il l ,  b e tw e e n  P u la s k i  and F a y e t te v i l le  in L in ­
c o ln  C ounty . T h ey  r e m a in e d  th e r e  until  M a r c h ,  1861, 
w hen  th ey  m o v e d  tw o m i l e s  w e s t  to  B o o n 's  H il l  in o r d e r  
to  s ta r t  an o th er  s c h o o l - - B o o n ' s  H ill  I n s t i t u t e - - in  r e ­
s p o n s e  to  the u r g in g s  o f  the l o c a l  p e o p le .  T h e r e  they  
l i v e d  w ith  D r . John W ood  until  E a g le to n  c l o s e d  the 
s c h o o l  and jo in e d  the C o n fe d e r a te  A r m y  in N o v e m b e r  
o f  that y e a r . 7

E a g le t o n 's  e a r ly  c a r e e r  is  o f  a d d it ion a l  in t e r e s t  to 
H u n tsv i l l ia n s  b e c a u s e  he m a d e  s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  to th is  
c i t y  d u rin g  the y e a r s  ju st  b e f o r e  the w a r .  T he  sta te  
l in e  did  not d e m a r c a t e  sh a rp  d i f f e r e n c e s  in th is  p a rt  
o f  the T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r  V a l le y ;  fo r  r e s id e n t s  o f  the 
w h o le  a r e a  s h a re d  m an y  c o m m o n  g e o g r a p h ic a l  and 
c l i m a t i c  c o n d it io n s ,  e c o n o m i c  in t e r e s t s ,  o u t lo o k s  and 
a t t itu d e s .  In fa c t ,  the P r e s b y t e r ia n  c h u r c h  d i s r e ­
g a r d e d  the state  b ou n d a ry ;  and E a g le to n  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  b e lo n g e d  to  the P r e s b y t e r y  o f  N orth  A la b a m a ,  
w h ic h  o c c a s i o n a l l y  m e t  in H u n tsv il le .

He f i r  st v i s i t e d  H u n tsv il le  in 1857 f o r  a m e e t in g  o f  
the P r e s b y t e r ia n  Synod o f  W est  T e n n e s s e e .  H u n ts ­
v i l l e ,  he o b s e r v e d ,  w as " a tow n o f  about 4 ,5 0 0  p o p u ­
la t io n .  T o  the E a st  the m ou n ta in s  r i s e  ra th e r  su d d en ly ,  
w h ile  to  the su n sett in g  the co u n tr y  l i e s  in  a beau tifu l  
f la t .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  tow n lo ts  h e r e  im p r o v e d  w ith  
e x q u is i te  ta ste  and o th er  s in ta s te  as  e x t r e m e ly  b a d . . .  
E a ch  o f  the th re e  p r e s b y t e r i e s  o f  th is syn od  sat on  this 
o c c a s i o n  in d i f fe r e n t  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  H u n t s v i l l e  
C h u r c h ."8 He w as  r e f e r r i n g  to  the o r ig in a l  bu ild in g  o f  
the F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u rch , w h ich  w as  e r e c t e d  in
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1822 and w h ich  the c o n g r e g a t io n  w as  then on the v e r g e  
o f  r e p la c in g .  T h is  w as  the t o w n 's  f i r s t  h ou se  o f  w o r ­
sh ip  and s to o d  on the c h u r c h 's  p r e s e n t  l o c a t io n  at the 
c o r n e r  o f  L in c o ln  and G ates  s t r e e t s .  9

A fe w  y e a r s  la te r  E a g le to n  re tu r n e d  to H u n tsv il le  
to  attend m e e t in g s  o f  the p r e s b y t e r y  and o f  the new  
U nited Synod o f  the P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u rch ,  w h ich  w as 
the p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  the p r e s e n t  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b ly  o f  
the P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r ch  in the United S tates, known 
in fo r m a l ly  as the Southern  P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u rch , The 
m e e t in g s  w e r e  h e ld  in "the n ew  and b e a u t i fu l"  bu ild ing  
o f  the F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u rch ,  w h ich  w as  f o r m a l l y  
d e d ic a te d  by  the Synod. A fte r  s e v e r a l  r e n o v a t io n s  and 
a d d it io n s ,  th is  s a n c tu a r y  is  s t i l l  in u se  on the o r ig in a l  
s i t e . ^

In Jan u ary , 1855, he b egan  h is  c a r e e r  w ith  a one 
y e a r  ap p o in tm en t to  the c h u r c h e s  at C o o k s v i l le  and 
M a c o n  in N ox u b ee  C ounty , M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and at F r a n ­
c o n ia  and P e m p h is  in P ic k e n s  C ounty , A la b a m a .  In 
r e s p o n s e  to  h is  ow n n e e d s  and th o s e  o f  the c o m m u n ity  
he im m e d ia t e ly  b e c a m e  in v o lv e d  in  e d u ca t io n a l  w o r k  
in ad d it ion  to h is  m in i s t e r ia l  l a b o r  s .  T he  im p o v e r i s h e d  
Synod o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  co u ld  p r o m i s e  the young  p r e a c h e r  
o n ly  f iv e  h u ndred  d o l l a r s  f o r  a y e a r ' s  w o r k ;  but this 
s m a l l  s a la r y  w ou ld  not en a b le  h im  to su p p o r t  h im s e l f ,  
p ay  o f f  h is  deb ts  f o r  the e x p e n s e  o f  h is  f in a l  y e a r  o f  
t h e o lo g i c a l  t ra in in g ,  and m a k e  p r o v i s i o n  fo r  h is  
p lanned  m a r r i a g e  the f o l l o w in g  Jan u ary . He t h e r e f o r e  
u n d e r to o k  to t e a c h  the youth  o f  the C o o k s v i l l e ,  M i s ­
s i s s ip p i ,  a r e a  in a o n e - r o o m  s c h o o l  h o u s e .11 H is c o n ­
t r a c t  c a l le d  f o r  tw o t e r m s  o f  s c h o o l ,  b eg in n in g  in F e b ­
r u a r y  and en d in g  in D e c e m b e r  w ith  a fe w  w e e k s  b e ­
tw e e n  t e r m s  in m i d - s u m m e r ,  fo r  the g ra n d  s u m  o f  
s e v e n  h u n dred  d o l l a r s .  The tw o jo b s  to g e th e r  shou ld  
h a v e  en a b led  h im  to  c l e a r  his deb ts  by  the end o f  the 
y e a r ;  but the s c h o o l  a u th o r i t ie s  paid  h im  on ly  t w o -  
th ir d s  o f  h is  s a la r y ,  and the c h u r c h e s  pa id  h im  noth ing
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at a l l .  A s he p r e p a r e d  to  le a v e  the M i s s i s s i p p i - A l a -  
b a m a  b o r d e r  to r e tu r n  to C a d e 's  C o v e  fo r  h is  w ed d in g ,  
he e x p r e s s e d  his  d isa p p o in tm e n t  and in d ig n a t ion :

These churches have not paid me the amount of 
my ferriage across the Tombigbee River, much less  
my hotel bills at Macon, etc. ! 'T is true and they 
don't intend to  pay me a cop per--"n arry  r e d " - - i t  may 
be that they think that I get enough from  my sc h o o ls --  
but that don't (sic) affect the honesty of this thing, 
for I have preached as arduously as if I had had no 
school, rode day and night--exposed m yself to heat 
and cold, snow and rain, paid ferriage and hotel bills 
to attend my appointments--all this and m ore; and 
now they pay me no wages for twelve months' labors. 12

T h is  e x p e r i e n c e  taught the young  p r e a c h e r  a h ard  
l e s s o n .  "N o w ,"  he a s s e r t e d ,  " I 'v e  l e a r n e d  a th ing . I 
b e g a n  p r e a c h in g  w ith  no d e fin ite  u n d er  standing w ith  m y  
c h u r c h e s ,  but I ' l l  n e v e r  do so  a g a i n ! " 13 D e s p ite  this 
f o r c e f u l  p r o m i s e  to h im s e l f ,  h o w e v e r ,  h is  m i n i s t e r i a l  
c a r e e r  in c lu d e d  s e v e r a l  r e p e t i t io n s  o f  th is  fa i lu r e  o f  
r u r a l  c h u r c h e s  to  m e e t  th e ir  f in a n c ia l  o b l ig a t io n s .  
F o r  the n ex t  th ir ty  y e a r s - - i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  N orth  C a r o ­
l in a ,  A r k a n s a s ,  and T e x a s - - h e  taught, s e r v e d  a s  
p r in c ip a l ,  and s o m e t im e s  o r g a n iz e d  s c h o o l s  to  s u p p le ­
m en t  h is  ow n in c o m e ,  to m e e t  the e d u ca t io n a l  n e e d s  o f  
r u r a l  p e o p le ,  and to  p r o v id e  f o r  the e d u ca t io n  o f  his 
ow n  c h i ld r e n .

In c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  the v a g a r ie s  and u n c e r ta in t ie s  
o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  c o m p e n s a t io n ,  it w as the r e g u la r i t y  
r a th e r  than the h igh  l e v e l  o f  t e a c h e r s '  w a g e s  w h ich  
a t t r a c te d  E a g le to n  to that p r o f e s s io n .  Indeed , ev en  
b e f o r e  he b egan  to  te a ch ,  he c o m p la in e d  o f  the p e r ­
n ic io u s  e f f e c t s  o f  lo w  s a la r ie s  in the s c h o o l s  and a c c u ­
r a t e ly  d e s c r i b e d  the e f f e c t s  o f  the m a n i fe s t  i n d i f f e r ­
e n ce  to w a r d  a p u b l ic  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w h ich  m an y  South­
e r n e r s  displayed .  14 He d i s c e r n e d
8



a class of teachers, all over the country, unqualified, 
with little or no education them selves, who are in­
flicting a twofold in jury on the public. F irst, by teach­
ing for wages which a qualified teacher would consider 
no inducement, they gain the patronage of the close  
and penurious and leave the more liberal unable to 
employ a good teacher. Second, in many cases, their 
teaching is worse than none, as many of their lessons 
must be unlearned, and their (students') habits un­
formed, or reformed, in order to make correct scho­
la rs . . . The "Public School Funds" as they are here 
and now managed, are doing a great and lasting injury 
to the cause of education. They call in incompetent 
teachers and make most superficial scholars .  15

Y e t ,  s o m e th in g  w as  b e t te r  than n oth ing , w h ich  is  what 
he s o m e t im e s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  his c h u r c h e s .

T y p ic a l ly  f o r  E a g le to n 's  t im e ,  h is  s tu d ies  at the 
u n iv e r s i t y  and the s e m in a r y  had not p r e p a r e d  h im  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  a te a ch in g  c a r e e r ;  h is  c u r r i c u lu m  in ­
c lu d e d  c o u r s e s  in m a t h e m a t ic s ,  l o g i c ,  g r a m m e r ,  
r h e t o r i c ,  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  Latin , G r e e k ,  H eb rew , 
th e o lo g y ,  and B ib le  study but none  in e d u ca t io n  o r  p r a c ­
t i c e  t e a ch in g .  H o w e v e r ,  he r e c e i v e d  a fo r e t a s t e  o f  the 
m ix e d  b le s s in g s  o f  a t e a c h e r ' s  w o r k  in 1853 w hen he 
subst itu ted  f o r  a s i c k  f r ie n d  as  m a s t e r  o f  a o n e - r o o m  
s c h o o l  n e a r  M u r f r e e s b o r o .  He found the w e e k - l o n g  
e x p e r i e n c e  "p le a s a n t  in  s o m e  r e s p e c t s ,  but ra th e r  
t ry in g  on the p a t ie n c e  and r e s p o n s ib l e  to  a d e g r e e  
that few  s e e m  to a p p r e c ia t e . "  His c o m m e n t  that he 
w as  then "h a l f  p e r  suaded  te a ch in g  h a s n 't  a happy e f f e c t  
on  the t e m p e r '  u n dou bted ly  r e f l e c t e d  both  his y o u th ­
fu l  im p a t ie n c e  and the d i f f i c u l t ie s  in h e re n t  in the o n e -  
r o o m  s c h o o l - - a n d  a l s o  the e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m a n y  o th e r  
t e a c h e r s  b e f o r e  and s in c e  his t im e .  16

F o r tu n a te ly  fo r  h is  san ity  and his con t in u ed  e f f e c ­
t iv e n e s s  as  a t e a c h e r ,  E a g le t o n 's  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  
t e m p e r e d  h is  r e a c t i o n s  to the b a c k w a r d n e s s  o f  s o m e  
o f  h is  p u p i ls .  The fo l lo w in g  d ia lo g u e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  
o c c u r r e d  in the s e c o n d  w e e k  o f  h is  f i r s t  r e g u la r  " p e d -
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a g o g u in g ,"  as  he t e r m e d  it, in C o o k s v i l l e ,  M i s ­
s i s s ip p i .

"W ell, you say your name is "John. "  John who? "
(No answer. )

"What is your father's n a m e ?"
"I  don't know, s i r ! "  I gave up that one.
But a g a in --"W ell, you! What's your given name ? "
"I  ain't got narry one. "
"Is this other boy here your broth er?"
"Y e s , sir , Mama says so, but Papa says he a in 't !"
"And that boy, to o ? "
"Y e -y e -y e s , sir. 11
"How many of you are there here today?"
"Only five of us today; Papa says he'l l  send the 

rest tom orrow !"
That boy's a 'Pet' at home, I know, and as I turned 

to another new case, thought I to m y se lf--"In d e e d !
That boy's pa has studied the multiplication table and 
has been practicing it, to o !"

T he e n th u s ia s t ic  r e s p o n s e  o f  i s o la t e d  r u r a l  c o m ­
m u n it ie s  to  an op p ortu n ity  fo r  e d u ca t io n  d e m o n s t r a te d  
the n e e d  f o r  r e g u la r ,  s y s t e m a t ic  in s t r u c t io n .  U nder 
E a g le t o n 's  tu te lage  the C o o k s v i l l e  s c h o o l ,  f o r  e x a m ­
p le ,  not on ly  studied  the m u lt ip l ic a t io n  ta b le  but a l s o  
" p r a c t i c e d  it, " g r o w i n g  w i t h i n  a few  w e e k s  f r o m  
tw e n t y -e ig h t  to s i x t y - s i x  "you n g  i m m o r t a l s . "  A s  a 
m i n i s t e r - t e a c h e r ,  E a g le to n  c o n s id e r e d  th e ir  s p i r i ­
tual w e l fa r e  as  v i ta l  as th e ir  in te l le c tu a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  
" M a y  H eaven ,"  he p r a y e d ,  " b le s s  m y  l a b o r s ,  d i r e c t  
m y  s t e p s ,  and g r a c i o u s ly  fo r b id  that the le a s t  o f  a l l  o f  
th e m  sh ou ld  be  led  a s t r a y  by  fo l lo w in g  m y  e x a m p le . " 18

E a g le t o n 's  in t e n s e  c o n c e r n  f o r  h is  pu p ils  and his 
in e x p e r ie n c e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  le d  h im  to  " o v e r r e a c t "  to 
s c h o o lb o y  p ran k s  l ik e  th o se  w h ich  t e a c h e r s  have a l -  
w a y s  f a c e d .  S e r io u s -m in d e d  h im s e l f ,  he found it 
d i f f i c u l t  to u n d ersta n d  f r iv o lo u s  b e h a v io r  by his s tu ­
d en ts .  But his C h r is t ia n  c o n s c i e n c e  im m e d ia t e ly  p r o ­
d u ce d  r e m o r s e  at his r e a c t i o n s .  One su ch  in c id en t  
in v o lv e d  the d e c id e d lv  u n n leasan t and n ro v o k in g  e x p e ­
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r i e n c e  o f  b e in g  lo c k e d  out o f  h is  s c h o o l  an a f r o s t y  
D e c e m b e r  m o r n in g .  In 1856 he had a c c e d e d  to re p e a te d  
r e q u e s t s  to take  o v e r  the s c h o o l  at B r i c k  C h u rch  in 
G i le s  C ounty f o r  a t w e n ty -o n e  w e e k  t e r m ,  f o r  w h ich  he 
w as  to r e c e i v e  tw o h u ndred  dollars .  19 H is d ia r y  en try  
f o r  D e c e m b e r  31 r e c o r d s  an u n u su a l and, to the e a r n ­
e s t  young  t e a c h e r ,  d is tu rb in g  c o n fr o n ta t io n :

This morning is damp and cold. I went down to 
the school room and discovered that some Devil-led  
specimens of young Am erica had barred the doors 
against m e. The young rebels were inside the house. 
Through the window I learned who they were. I then 
ordered them to open the doors, three tim es--th e last 
time threatened to expel them in case they refused,
They opened the door and I opened school--and admin­
istered unto them a plain pointed rebuke, intimating 
to them that hereafter their connection with the school 
is suspended on a slender thread, and that they might 
now very easily sever that thread.

A p p a re n t ly  the a w a r e n e s s  that he h i m s e l f  m igh t have 
c o n tr ib u te d  to  the in c id e n t  a l s o  t e m p e r e d  h is  ju d gm en t  
as w e l l  as added  to h is  f r u s t r a t io n .  " M y  o f f e n c e , "  he 
a dded , "w a s  te a ch in g  s c h o o l  on  the h o l id a y s ,  I p r e ­
s u m e .  At th is  a c t  I w as  s u r p r i s e d  and e n ra g e d  and m y  
fe e l in g s  w e r e  d e e p ly  w ou n ded  and then it w as su ch  a 
c o n te m p t ib le  fa i lu r e .  " 20

In r e g a r d  to  d i s c ip l in e  in the s c h o o l  r o o m  E a g le to n  
had d e c id e d  w hile  stilLa  student h im s e l f  that p h y s ic a l  
p u n ish m en t  w as  b a s i c a l l y  u n d e s i r a b le  and u n n e c e s ­
s a r y .  The p r e f a c e  to h is  d ia r y  r e c o r d s  f r o m  the p e r ­
s p e c t iv e  o f  a t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r  o ld  how  he r e a c h e d  th is  
c o n c lu s io n .  He d i s c u s s e d  the m e th o d s  o f  tw o o f  his 
t e a c h e r s - - R e v .  B e n ja m in  D. B a r lo w  and R ev . J o s e p h  
H. E aton , the fo u n d e r  and p r e s id e n t  o f  Union A c a d e m y  
and U n iv e r s i ty ;  o f  the la t te r  he s a id :

I always loved him. Indeed I never heard one of 
his pupils say anything of importance to his prejudice.
He governed by the law of love--n ever saw him strike 
a boy but once, and then only at the request of the
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culprit's father. On the other hand M r. Barlow, my 
form er teacher, used the rod a great deal; he was 
severe, sometimes a tyrant. His "whipping" so much, 
however, added to his popularity among that class of 
parents who never governed their children at home. I 
compared the two men-their different modes of govern­
ment, and the final consequences of each respectively.
The result is this, i. e. I love the one man, but never 
did love the other--heartily approve the one mode of 
government, but now, less than ever, do I approve of 
the other mode. Y eti must say that M r. Barlow never 
struck me with the "hickory" but once, then only on 
the leg of a new pair of heavy boots. It hurt not the 
flesh, but made a lasting impression on the "inner 
m an" for another boy, not I had committed the slight 
offense; and the same Mr. B. is the only teacher who 
ever struck me.
D e s p ite  h is  a v e r s i o n  to p h y s i c a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  

E a g le to n ,  l ik e  m a n y  o th e r  t e a c h e r s  b e f o r e  and s in c e  
h is  t im e ,  s o o n  found that d r a s t i c  m e a s u r e s  w e r e  s o m e ­
t im e s  n e c e s s a r y .  In the f i fth  w e e k  o f  h is  in it ia l  s c h o o l  
t e r m  he f i r s t  ap p lied  the ro d  h im s e l f ,  w ithout any 
ev id e n t  q u a lm s  b e c a u s e  the r e c ip ie n t  o f  his a tten tion  
a p p a r e n t l y  d e s e r v e d  i t :  "I  w hipped  h im  w e l l ,  f o r  
f ig h t in g ,  f o r  running aw ay  f r o m  s c h o o l  and f o r  g e n e r a l  
i d l e n e s s !  His m o th e r  w h ipped  h im , to o .  I l e c t u r e d  
h im  b e f o r e  and a fte r  the c h a s t is e m e n t .  T h r e e  days  
s in c e  he s ta bb ed  one o f  h is  s c h o o l  m a te s  ! A w ic k e d ,  
t r i f l in g  b o y - - h e  p r o m i s e s  v e r y  b ad ly  ! "21

The r u r a l  t e a c h e r  o ften  fa c e d  the p r o b l e m  o f  d i s ­
c ip l in in g  you n g  m en , not b o y s ;  in su ch  a s itu a t ion  an 
a ttem p t  at p h y s ic a l  p u n ish m en t m igh t  p r o v e  m o r e  d a n ­
g e r o u s  to the d i s c ip l in a r ia n  than to the o f f e n d e r .  T hen , 
as  in  the c a s e  o f  two young  m en  w ho "g o t  into qu ite  a 
f igh t ," E a g le ton  a s s e r t e d  his  m o r a l  and le g a l  a u th o ­
r i t y :  "I  sat as c r o s s  e x a m in e r ,  p r o s e c u t o r ,  judge  and 
s h e r i f f - - I  to o k  the law  into m y  ow n hands and w ithout 
an ' i f '  o r  an 'an d ' f r o m  the B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  I s u s ­
p en d ed  both  o f  th e m  fo r  the r e s t  o f  the w e e k .  " 2 2

If d is c ip l in e  in the r u r a l  s c h o o l  w as  sw ift  and s u re ,
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the inst itu t ion  w as  a l s o  a t ra in in g  grou n d  f o r  d e m o c r a c y  
in s o m e  m a tte r  s . On one o c c a s i o n  the d e g r e e  o f  m utual 
a g r e e m e n t  in E a g le t o n 's  s c h o o l  s e e m s  at f i r s t  s ight  
r e m a r k a b le ,  c o n s id e r in g  the b ro a d  ra n g e  o f  a g e s  and 
a b i l i t ie s  o f  the s tu d en ts .  In the C o o k s v i l le ,  M i s ­
s i s s ip p i ,  s c h o o l  w h ich  had g ro w n  to e ig h t y - fo u r  " s c h o l ­
a r s "  and had added  an a s s is ta n t  t e a c h e r ,  the v o te  o f  
the students a g a in s t  a p a r t i c u la r  p r o p o s a l  w as  "u n a n i­
m o u s ,  sa v e  that one v o ted  f o r  it .  He did not  b r in g  in 
a 'M in o r i t y  R e p o r t , ' and so  the thing w as  d ro p p e d ." 
A lth ou gh  "the  th in g "  in q u e s t io n  w as a t ra d it io n a l  p a rt  
o f  s c h o la s t i c  l i f e  o f  the t im e ,  v ir tu a l ly  unanim ous 
o p p o s i t io n  shou ld  not have s u r p r i s e d  even  an in e x ­
p e r i e n c e d  t e a c h e r ;  the q u e s t io n  w as "the  p r o p r ie t y  
and d em an d  f o r  a p u b l ic  e x a m in a t io n  at c l o s e  o f  the 
t e r m . " 23 At le a s t  th is  one t im e  the s tu d en ts '  w is h e s  
p r e v a i l e d ,  and the c l o s in g  c e r e m o n i e s  w e r e  b r ie f .  
E a g le ton  "m a d e  a s h o r t  a d d r e s s ,  ga ve  s o m e  a d v ic e  to  
the stu den ts , and d i s m i s s e d  th e m  w ith  p r a y e r .  " 24

In the l igh t  o f  E a g le t o n 's  c o m m e n t s  about the c a p a ­
b i l i t i e s  o f  h is  students and the d isa d v a n ta g e s  o f  th e ir  
h o m e  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  th e ir  r e lu c t a n c e  to d is p la y  e ith er  
th e ir  le a r n in g  o r  th e ir  ig n o r a n c e  in a p u b lic  p e r f o r ­
m a n c e  is  u n d e r s ta n d a b le .  T o w a r d  the end o f  h is  f i r s t  
fu l l  t e r m  in h is  own s c h o o l  he o b s e r v e d  that he e n jo y e d  
s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  te a ch in g  but that

in other respects it sorely tries both flesh and spirit, 
e. g. the lazy, sleepy, drawling enunciation of little 
Abcdarians ( !) , the slow advances of half grown, good 
natured, cabbage headed "fa vo rites" (at home) and 
the ill humor and fretfulness, called forth more than 
semioccasionally by juvenile representatives from  
fam ilies that "know nothing" of that something called 
a good home education!25

Not a l l  o f  the t e a c h e r 's  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  r o o te d  in 
the la z in e s s  o r  la c k  o f  a b i l i ty  o f  h is  s tu den ts .  In t r a ­
g i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  la te r  the s a m e  y e a r  he le a rn e d  a n ­
o th e r  l e s s o n :  that p a re n ts  ca n  be as  u n r e a s o n a b le  as
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th e ir  c h i ld r e n  a r e  in d i f fe r e n t  but w ith  m o r e  s e r io u s  
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  One a f t e r n o o n  in  O c t o b e r ,  1855, tw o 
y ou n g  d a u g h t e r s  o f  one o f  the C o o k s v i l le  s c h o o l ' s  
t r u s t e e s  jo in e d  th e ir  g i r l  f r ie n d s  s w im m in g  in W o o d ­
a r d 's  C r e e k  about h a lfw ay  b e tw e e n  th e ir  h o m e  and the 
s c h o o l .  The  y o u n g e r  on e , "a  b eau t ifu l  g i r l , "  b e c a m e  
i l l  and d ie d ;  and the d is tra u g h t  fa ther  b la m e d  E a g le to n .  
" W h y ? "  E a g le to n  r e m o n s t r a t e d  in h is  d ia r y .  " A s  an 
h o n e s t  m an  I m u st  a n s w e r  that I n e v e r  cou ld  s e e  w hy, 
f o r  I n e v e r  en ga ged  to  go h o m e  w ith  e a ch  and e v e r y  
on e  o f  s e v e n  d o z e n  ch i ld r e n  e v e r y  day , and a c t  the 
n u r s e  f o r  th e m , and be a s o r t  o f  c h ie f  c o o k  and b o t t le -  
w a s h e r  at e v e r y b o d y 's  h o m e !  N o S i r ! "  E a g le to n  w as  
a b le  to  f o r g iv e  the fa th er  fo r  h is  un just  a c c u s a t io n s  on 
the g ro u n d s  that he w as "a t  l e a s t  h a lf  d e r a n g e d ,"  but 
he g r i e v e d  d e e p ly  o v e r  the e s t r a n g e m e n t  b e c a u s e  the 
m a n  w as  a l s o  an e ld e r  in his ch u r ch .  A d d ed  to  the 
s p ir i tu a l  and p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m  w as a m o r e  m undane 
o n e .  E a g le to n  fe a r e d  that the fa th e r ,  as  a t r u s t e e  o f  
the s c h o o l  and an e ld e r  in the ch u r ch ,  w ou ld  r e s i s t  
the p a y m e n t  o f  h is  w a g e s  by  both  e m p l o y e r s .  S ince  he 
w as  p lann ing  to  m a r r y  w ithin  a fe w  m on th s ,  the f in a n ­
c i a l  th re a t  w as  p a r t i c u la r ly  d e p r e s s in g .  But he w as  
e v e n  m o r e  d e e p ly  d is tu rb e d  by  the d is r u p t io n  o f  the 
p a s t o r - e l d e r  r e la t io n s h ip .  Indeed , th is d i f f i c u l ty  a -  
r i s i n g  out o f  his s c h o o l  du t ies  a lm o s t  led  h im  to r e ­
s ig n  f r o m  the C o o k s v i l le  ch u r ch ;  but at the u r g in g  o f  
the o th e r  e ld e r s  he co n s e n te d  to f in is h  his p r o m i s e d  
y e a r  t h e r e .2 6  A l t h o u g h  the extent o f  the g r ie v in g  
f a t h e r 's  in f lu e n ce  r e m a in s  unknown, E a g le t o n 's  f e a r s  
f o r  h is  in c o m e  w e r e  p a r t ia l ly  r e a l i z e d .  A s  n o ted  
e a r l i e r  in this e s s a y ,  the s c h o o l  s t i l l  ow ed  h im  m o r e  
than tw o hundred  d o l la r s ,  and the c h u r c h e s  had paid  
h im  nothing w hen his a p p o in tm en t  th e r e  e x p ir e d  at the 
end o f  D e c e m b e r .

E a g le t o n 's  d ia r y  r e v e a ls  not on ly  p r o b l e m s  and 
s itu a tion s  w h ich  t e a c h e r s  s t i l l  fa c e  but, m o r e  im p o r t -
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antly , the h a p h a za rd  nature  o f  e d u ca t io n  in the p r e -  
C iv i l  W ar M id -S o u th .  L a ck in g  an e f f e c t iv e  s t a t e - s u p -  
p o r t e d  s y s t e m  o f  p u b l ic  e d u ca t io n ,  p e o p le  who w anted 
t ra in in g  f o r  th e ir  c h i ld r e n  r e l i e d  on p e r s o n a l  tu tors  o r  
l o c a l l y  f in a n c e d  and l o c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  p r iv a te  s c h o o l s  
o r  a c a d e m i e s .  In r e la t iv e ly  l a r g e ,  w e l l  s e t t led  c o m ­
m u n it ie s  l ik e  M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  E a g le to n  in d ic a te s ,  th e r e  
w as  r e g u la r  in s t r u c t io n  and e v e n  s o m e  c h o i c e  a v a i l ­
a b le  to c i t i z e n s  w ho cou ld  a f fo r d  it. But in r u r a l  a r e a s  
the a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  f o r m a l  e d u ca t io n  fr e q u e n t ly  d epen ded  
upon  the p r e s e n c e  in  the r e g i o n  o f  s o m e o n e ,  f r e q u e n t ly  
a m in is t e r  l ik e  E a g le to n ,  w ho w as  both  w i l l in g  and ab le  
to un d erta k e  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  and f r u s t r a t io n s  o f  the o n e -  
r o o m  s c h o o l  (in w h ich  he fu n c t io n e d  as  t e a c h e r ,  a d ­
m in i s t r a t o r ,  and ja n i t o r ) ,  p o o r l y  p r e p a r e d  stu den ts , 
u n r e l ia b le  in c o m e ,  d is in t e r e s t e d  and ig n o ra n t  p a r e n ts ,  
and i r r e g u la r  t e r m s .

1This essay represents part of an address which the author 
delivered to the Huntsville Historical Society on May 16, 1971.

2
Stanley J. Folmsbee, Robert E. Corlew, and E n o c h  L. 

Mitchell, Tennessee: A Short History (Knoxville: University of 
Tennessee P ress, 1969), pp. 268-74 , 412-16; (The Goodspeed 
Publishing C o .), History of Tennessee (Nashville: Goodspeed 
Publishing C o ., 1886), pp. 413-42; Philip M. Hamer. Tennessee: 
A History, 1673-1932 (N. Y.: American Historical Society, 1933), 
pp. 353-60 ; Thomas P. Abernethy, From Frontier to Plantation 
in Tennessee: A Study in Frontier Democracy (Chapel Hill; 
University of North Carolina P ress, 1932; r e p r ., University, 
A la .: University of Alabama P ress, 1967), pp. 262-76 . H. G. 
Good, A History of American Education (N. Y .: The Macmillan 
Company, 1956), pp. 262-70. The study by Folmsbee, Corlew, 
and Mitchell will be cited hereafter as Folmsbee, Tennessee.
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A tablet which is still in that church was incribed: "In 
Mem oriam . /R ev . William Eagleton, D .D ., / B o r n  i n Blount 
County, Tennessee, March 25, 1 7 96 ; / Di e d  at M urfreesboro, 
March 28, 1866. /He came to us December, 1829, and for thirty- 
seven years broke to us the bread of life. /How good and true, 
how guileless and faithful, how sympathizing and affectionate 
this shepherd was, we his flock only know !"

4This institution was organized in 1845 by Rev. Joseph H. 
Eaton, a Missionary Baptist minister, and closed soon after 
the Civil War. Preface to Eagleton's diary, written February
5, 1858; Folmsbee, Tennessee, p. 277 n. 1.

5
Maryville College had its beginning as Union Academy, 

established in 1801 by Rev. Isaac Anderson, and the college 
itself was founded in 1819 as Southern and Western Thelogical 
Seminary for the training of Presbyterian minister s. For seven 
years Anderson was both president and faculty; then in 1826 in 
response to increased enrollment he hired his first teacher, one 
of his form er students, William Eagleton, who taught for three 
years before moving to Murfreesboro. The institution received 
its charter as Maryville College in 1842, Folmsbee, Tennessee, 
pp. 123-25, 277; Hamer, Tennessee, pp. 371-72; The Maryville 
T im es, October 28, 1937, p. 1.

6Eagleton's Day Book, entries for March 1, 2, 3, 21, and 
July 31, 1856. The original Day Book is in the possession of 
Eagleton's Granddaughter, Elvie Eagleton (M rs. O. C. ) Skipper, 
who now resides in Huntsville. Her daughter, Anna Lee, is 
m arried to the author of this essay. Subsequent citations to the 
Day Book will consist only of the date of entry.

7
March 1, November 26, 1861.

8 October 13, 1857.

9 For a drawing of this building and a description of the in­
terior see Charlotte Forgey Shenk and Donald Hugh Shenk, H is­
tory of the First Presbyterian Church. Huntsville. Alabama. 
Sesquicentennial Observance. 1818-1968 (Huntsville: Paragon 
P ress, 1968), n. p.

10 May 15-17, I860. Shenk and Shenk, History of the First 
Presbyterian Church.

3
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11June 29, 1853, September 28, 1854, February 7, 1855.

12D e c e m b e r  22, 1855, J a n u a r y  12, September 11, 1856. 
Eagleton was not alone in this situation. Rev. James H. Otey, 
founder of the Protestant Epsicopal Church in Tennessee and the 
first P. E. bishop of the state, threatened to resign in 1853, after 
twenty year s as bishop, if the diocese did not pay his salary more 
promptly. Folm sbee, Tennessee, p. 287.

13January 12, 1856. Eagleton's emphasis.

14History of Tennessee, pp. 4 20 -2 9 ; Folmsbee, Tennessee. 
pp. 268-80 .

15March 19, 31, 1853.

l6 May 17, 20, 1853.

17February 20, 1855.

18March 12, 1855.

19August 25, 1856.

20This entry also contains a humorous note: "Today the 'Old 
Family Bible' reports me to be 'twenty-five years of age' and 
although I hardly believe that this part of the 'Good Book' is in­
spired, yet, I guess, it must be all 'o .k .' - - a  true version of 
the tale. "  Eagleton's emphasis.

21March 19, 1855.

22June 27, 1855

24July 25, 1855.

25 June 27, 1855. The reference is to the A m e r i c a n ,  or 
"Know-Nothing" Party, which enjoyed some success in Ten­
nessee in the m id-1850's as the Whig Party declined. Folm sbee, 
Tennessee, pp. 234-39 . In 1857 Eagleton himself voted for 
R o b e r t  H a t t o n ,  the party's candidate for governor, against 
Democrat Isham G. H arris, although he split his ticket regarding 
the other offices on the ballot. August 6, 1857.

26October 7, 1855.
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GENERAL JOSEPH WHEELER  
IN H U N T S V I L L E

B y H e r b e r t  L. H ughes

F a m o u s  o ld -n e w  and l o v e ly  H u n tsv il le  has b e e n  
the b ir t h p la c e  and h o m e  o f  n o t  a few  fa m o u s  p e r s o n s ,  
and it has b e e n  v is i t e d  by  m a n y  n o ta b le s  and c e l e b r i t i e s .  
But n o  v i s i t o r  o r  n a tive  has b een  m o r e  l o v e d  and 
h o n o r e d  by  H u n tsv il le  than G e n e r a l  J o se p h  W h e e le r ,  
the n o ta b le  C o n fe d e r a te  c a v a l r y  c o m m a n d e r .

G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  w as a gradu ate  o f  W est  P o in t ,  
but w hen  the C iv i l  W ar b ro k e  out, he at o n c e  r e s ig n e d  
h is  p o s i t io n  w ith  the United States and e n te r e d  the 
w a r  on  the s id e  o f  h is  native  South. He q u ic k ly  r o s e  
to the ra n k  o f  c o l o n e l  and on to the rank  o f  l ie u te n a n t -  
g e n e r a l ,  and w as  in co m m a n d  o f  the N in eteen th  A l a ­
b a m a  In fan try .  He p r o v e d  h im s e l f  to be one  o f  the 
S ou th 's  a b le s t  g e n e r a l s  a n d  at a l l  t im e s  a ga llan t  
s o l d i e r .

A f t e r  the C iv i l  W ar c l o s e d ,  he b e c a m e  a la w y e r  and 
p la n te r  in  the T en n es  se e  V a l le y .  I n  l 8 8 0  h e  w as  e l e c t e d  
to  C o n g r e s s  f r o m  the E ighth C o n g r e s s io n a l  D is t r i c t  
o f  A la b a m a  and s e r v e d  a lm o s t  co n t in u o u s ly  in C o n g r e s s  
u ntil  1899.

The S p a n is h - A m e r i c a n  W ar b r o k e  out A p r i l  25, 
1898, and he v o lu n te e r e d  and e n te re d  it w ith  the rank  
o f  m a j o r - g e n e r a l .  He w as in co m m a n d  o f  the c a v a l r y  
d iv is io n  o f  the Santiago A r m y ,  and w as  s e n io r  o f f i c e r  
in the c r u c i a l  battle  o f  San Juan H ill .  The  battle  w as
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one o f  the m o s t  p r o m in e n t  o f  the w a r ,  and o f  the s t o r i e s  
c o n c e r n in g  the g e n e r a l  at th is  t im e  w as  that he c l im b e d  
a t r e e ,  e x p o s in g  h i m s e l f  to  im m in e n t  d a n g e r ,  in o r d e r  
to  have a g o o d  v ie w  o f  the b a tt le ,  o th e r  top  b r a s s  not 
b e in g  a g i le  en ou gh  to c l im b  l ik e w is e .

The w ar  en ded  July 16, 1898, in a c r u s h in g  d e fea t  
o f  Spain, and the p e a c e  t r e a ty  w as  s ig n ed  D e c e m b e r  
10, 1898. T he  United States b e g a n  g ra d u a l ly  to r e ­
m o v e  the s o l d i e r s  f r o m  the f e v e r  la n d s  o f  Cuba to  the 
S tates, and s o m e  30, 000 o f  the in fa n try  and c a v a l r y ,  
in c lu d in g  the noted  S ix ty -N in th  N ew  Y o r k ,  w e r e  sent 
to  H u n tsv il le  f o r  the la te  fa l l  o f  1898.

On O c to b e r  7, G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  w as  p la c e d  in c o m ­
m an d  o f  th e s e  t r o o p s ,  the F ou rth  A r m y  c o r p s ,  and 
con t in u ed  in c o m m a n d  until  D e c e m b e r  3. The H unts­
v i l l e  c a m p  w as  f i r s t  know n  as  C a m p  W h e e l e r ,  but 
w hen  he b e c a m e  c o m m a n d e r ,  he ch a n g ed  the n a m e  to  
C a m p  F o r s e  in h on or  o f  C apta in  A lb e r t  G. F o r s e ,  
w h o  w as  u n d er  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r 's  c o m m a n d  at San 
Juan H il l  and w as k i l le d  in  a c t io n  in that battle .

W hile  in H u n tsv i l le ,  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  r e s id e d  on 
H u n ts v i l le 's  M on te  Sano m ou n ta in , and w as  the c e n te r  
o f  m u ch  a tten tion . He w as  c a l l e d  o n  t o  sp ea k  on 
n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  s u c h  as  on M in e r 's  Day at the 
U n iv e r s ity  o f  A la b a m a ,  and w as the h o n o re d  g u est  at 
m a n y  s o c i a l  e v e n ts .  One e n t e r p r i s in g  c i t i z e n  p la c e d  
on s a le  a G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  h a t  w i t h  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
p i c t u r e  on it. Of c o u r s e ,  C a m p  F o r s e  o c c u p ie d  m u ch  
o f  h is  t im e  and a tten tion , f o r  the s o l d i e r s  s e e m e d  to 
have b een  not too  w e l l  b e h a v e d ,  ju d g in g  f r o m  the f igh ts  
the p a p e r s  r e p o r t e d ;  and one s o ld i e r  w as  so  b o ld  o r  
f o o lh a r d y  a s  to  f o r g e  the G e n e r a l 's  n a m e  to a l a r g e  
c h e c k  in  H u n tsv i l le .

T he  m o s t  n o ta b le  even t  d u rin g  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r 's  
s ta y  in  H u n tsv i l le  w as  the o c c a s i o n  at w h ich  he w as  
p r e s e n t e d  a $700 b la c k  K en tu cky  sa d d le  h o r s e  in  the 
c o u r t h o u s e  y a r d .  The h o r s e  w as  a s p ir i t e d  c h a r g e r ,  
s l e e k  and r e s t l e s s  w ith  h is  h o o fs  g i ld e d  f o r  the o c c a ­
s io n ,  and h a r n e s s e d  w ith a  m a j o r - g e n e r a l ' s  t r a p p in g s .
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The H u n tsv il le  n e w s p a p e r s ,  s o m e  tw o o r  th r e e  o f  
t h e s e  w e e k l i e s ,  c a r r i e d  fu ll  a c c o u n ts  o f  th is  n o ta b le  
o c c a s i o n ,  and it w as  f r o m  the f i l e s  o f  th e se  that v i r t u a l ly  
a l l  the m a t e r ia l  f o r  th is  p a p e r  w as ob ta in ed .  T he  f la v o r  
o f  o l d - t i m e  H u n tsv il le  j o u r n a l i s m  and o r a t o r y ,  is  
found  in  the fo l lo w in g  a r t i c l e  f r o m  the H u n t s v i l l e  
D e m o c r a t  o f  D e c e m b e r  1, 1898:

" H u n t s v i l l e 's  s t r e e t s  w e r e  c r o w d e d  w ith  e n th u s i ­
a s t i c  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  a l l  a r e a s  o f  the E ighth  C o n g r e s s io n a l  
D i s t r i c t  o f  A la b a m a .

"T h o u g h  the p r e s e n ta t io n  w as  a n n ou n ced  f o r  o n e -  
th ir ty  o ' c l o c k ,  by tw e lv e  a t r e m e n d o u s  c r o w d  b e g a n  
to  a s s e m b l e  on the P u b l ic  S qu are , in the c o u r th o u s e  
y a r d ,  and to  f i l l  e v e r y  a v a i la b le  w in d ow  and the p o r t i c o  
to  s e e  the l i t t le  h e r o - - l i t t l e  in  s ta tu re  on ly .  M en  and 
b o y s  e v e n  c l im b e d  to  the v e r y  t o p m o s t  b r a n c h e s  o f  the 
t r e e s  o f  the c o u r t y a r d  to  get  a  b e t te r  v ie w  o f  the p a n ­
o r a m a  b e lo w .  T he banks and s c h o o l s  o f  the c i ty  w e r e  
c l o s e d ,  and the c h i ld r e n  w e r e  out in  fu l l  f o r c e .

" T h e  c o m m o d io u s  bandstand on the n o r th  s id e  o f  
the Square  w as b ea u t i fu lly  d ra p ed  in the c o l o r s ,  and 
the s t a r s  and s t r ip e s  w aved  at in te r v a ls  a rou n d  the 
r a i l in g .

" A t  the a ppo in ted  hour a s e r i e s  o f  c h e e r s  re n t  the 
b a lm y  a i r ,  and G e n e ra l  W h e e le r  w as  e s c o r t e d  to  the 
stand by  a c o m m it t e e  o f  p r o m in e n t  c i t i z e n s ,  a m o n g  
w h o m  w e r e  C aptain  H u m es ,  M a y o r  M u rph y , W. R . 
R i s o n, S. H. M o o r e ,  L. M a tth ew s, R. E . M u rp h y , 
R . E . P e t tu s ,  H. W e il ,  W i l l ia m  H olden , Judge R i c h a r d ­
son ,  C o lo n e l  Rhett, and o th e r s .

" T h e  c a p a r is o n e d  s teed  to be p r e s e n te d  w as le d  in 
the fr o n t  o f  the stand. When C apta in  H um es a r o s e  to 
m a k e  the p r e s e n ta t io n ,  a r o u s in g  c h e e r  w a s  h e a rd ;  
then a hush  p e r v a d e d  the v a s t  a s s e m b ly ,  w h ile  he 
sp o k e  fe e l in g  as f o l l o w s :

20



S p e e ch  o f  C apta in  M ilton  H u m e s :
" L a d ie s ,  S o ld ie r s ,  and F e l lo w  C i t i z e n s :  Som e o f  

G e n e r a l  W h e e l e r ' s f r ie n d s  have g iv en  m e  the p le a s in g  
c o m m i s s i o n  in th e ir  b e h a l f  to p r e s e n t  h im  on this 
o c c a s i o n  th is  h a n d so m e  h o r s e  and its  eq u ip m en t as an 
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  th e ir  f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  h im  and as a t e s t i ­
m o n ia l  o f  th e ir  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  his m a n y  m a n ly  q u a l i ­
t i e s  a n d  v i t u r e s .  The s im p le  n a r r a t io n  o f  th is fa c t  and 
the p r e s e n c e  o f  th is  c o n c o u r s e  o f  p e o p le ,  fa ir  w o m e n  
and b r a v e  m e n ,  g iv e  s u f f ic ie n t  e m p h a s is  to  this o c c a ­
s io n  and its  p u r p o s e ,  and a r e  a m o r e  e loquent and 
t h r i l l i n g  tr ib u te  to  the m an  we h on or  than human 
lan gu age  is  ca p a b le  o f .  ( s i c )  T o  e x to l  in p u b lic  the v irtues  
o f  a m o d e s t  l iv in g  m a n  in h is  p r e s e n c e  is  e m b a r r a s s in g  
to  h im  and o f  q u e s t io n a b le  ta s te .  E u l o g i e s  o f  the 
dead a r e  a lw a y s  a p p r o p r ia t e ,  but the p r e s e n c e  o f  the 
l iv in g  h e r o  on an o c c a s i o n  su ch  as  this is a l l  that is  
n e c e s s a r y  to  a r o u s e  the p e o p le ,  and it is  about a l l  that 
is  d e s i r e d .  I w is h  to  sa y  to  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  that this 
h o r s e  and its  m i l i t a r y  c a p a r i s o n  has no s ig n i f i c a n c e  
fu r th e r  than b e in g  one e x p r e s s i o n  o f  ou r  c o m m e n d a t io n  
o f  h is  co n d u ct  in the past  as  a c i t i z e n ,  s ta tesm a n , and 
e s p e c ia l l y  o f  ou r  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  the d a u n t less  c o u r a g e  
and s k i l l fu l  g e n e r a ls h ip  he d is p la y e d  u n d er  m o s t  try in g  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in the r e c e n t  batt le  arou n d  Santiago. 
W h eth er  he con t in u es  in the m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  o f  his 
co u n tr y  o r  re tu r n s  to the H alls  o f  C o n g r e s s  as our  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e ,  I k n ow  I v o i c e  the se n t im e n t  o f  his 
co n s t itu e n ts  and the p e o p le  o f  the w h o le  co u n tr y  w hen  
I sa y  w e le a v e  this m a tte r  s o l e l y  to h im  f o r  the e x ­
e r c i s e  o f  h is  b e t te r  ju d g m en t ,  fe e l in g  a s s u r e d  that in 
h is  d e te r m in a t io n  he w i l l  be p r o m p te d  by c o n s i d e r a ­
t io n s  o f  p u b l ic  g ood  and the w is h e s  o f  the P r e s id e n t  
w h o s e  hands it is the duty o f  e v e r y  p a t r io t i c  c i t i z e n  
to  uphold  w hen o u r  co u n tr y  is  m e n a c e d  by  w a r .  T h is  
o c c a s i o n  t e a c h e s  a l l  o f  u s ,  m en , w o m e n ,  and c h i ld r e n ,  
a u s e fu l  and va lu ab le  l e s s o n  w h ich  we shou ld  not f o r ­
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g et ,  and that is  th is :  that by  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  and p e r ­
s is te n t  d e v o t io n  to the la u d ab le  a m b it io n s  o f  l i f e  we 
m a y  s e c u r e  s u c c e s s ,  a c h ie v e  d is t in c t io n ,  and r e c e i v e  
the p la u d its  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  m an . Our d is t in g u is h e d  f e l ­
lo w  c i t i z e n  w h o m  w e h on or  by  th is  o c c a s i o n  and w ho 
h o n o r s  us by  h is  p r e s e n c e  is  a l iv in g  and n o b le  e x ­
a m p le  and i l lu s t r a t io n  o f  the te a ch in g s  o f  th is  l e s s o n  
o f  l i f e .  And now , G e n e r a l ,  p l e a s e  a c c e p t  this tok en  o f  
o u r  r e g a r d ,  and w ith  it our  h e a r t - f e l t  w is h  that the 
fu tu r e  m a y  have in s t o r e  fo r  y o u m a n y  y e a r s  o f  u s e fu l  
a c t iv i t y  in the s e r v i c e  o f  y o u r  co u n tr y .  I f e e l  s u r e  
th is  is  y o u r  d e s i r e ,  and I know  it is  n o n e - t h e - l e s s  
o u r s . "  (End o f  C aptain  H u m e s ' s p e e c h )

G en e r a l  W h e e l e r ’ s R e s p o n s e :
" T h is  m a r k  o f  a f f e c t io n  f r o m  the p e o p le  o f  H u n ts­

v i l l e  t o u c h e s  m e  v e r y  d e e p ly ,  and I w ish  it w e r e  in 
m y  p o w e r  to  c o n v e y  to  y o u  the g re a t  a p p r e c ia t io n  w h ic h  
is  in m y  h e a rt .

" T o  be the r e c ip ie n t  o f  h o n o rs  and to w in  the a p ­
p r o v a l  o f  s t r a n g e r s  and n e w ly -m a d e  f r ie n d s  w ou ld  be 
g r a t i fy in g  to  an yon e , but to  r e c e i v e  su ch  a s s u r a n c e  
as  I h ave  tod a y  f r o m  t h o s e  w ith  w h o m  I have  l iv e d  
d u r in g  m y  e n t ire  m a n h ood  is  the h i g h e s t  and m o s t  
v a lu e d  h o n o r  w h ich  co u ld  by  any p o s s ib i l i t y  be b e ­
s to w e d  upon  m e .

" I  c a m e  a m o n g  you  t h i r t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o .  I w as  
v e r y  l i t t le  m o r e  than a youth  and u t te r ly  unknow n. I 
w as  r e c e i v e d  w ith  that g e n e r o u s  w e l c o m e  w h ic h  is  so  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the p e o p le  o f  N o rth  A la b a m a .  E v e r y  
h o n o r  w h ich  has b een  g iv en  m e  w ith  g e n e r o u s  hand, 
and a l l  the h o n o rs  w h ich  I have r e c e i v e d ,  have b een  
in s o m e  w ay  due to y o u r  k in d n e ss  and g e n e r o s i t y .

" I  s e e  about m e ,  n ow  g r a y  w ith  y e a r s ,  th o se  who 
in e a r ly  youth  s tood  by m y  s id e  du rin g  a g re a t  and 
sa n g u in a ry  c o n f l i c t .  T h e ir  c o u r a g e  on m a n y  a h a r d -  
fought f ie ld  w h e re  le g io n s  o f  our c o m r a d e s  f e l l  has
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bound  us to g e th e r  by  t ie s  too  s t r o n g  to  be s e v e r e d  by  
l e s s  than death .

" I  a m  s u r r o u n d e d  by th o s e  w ho d u rin g  tw o  s c o r e  
y e a r s  h ave  by  th e ir  s u f f ra g e  f o r  ten s u c c e s s i v e  t e r m s  
m a d e  m e  a m e m b e r  o f  the h ig h e st  e l e c t i v e  l e g i s la t i v e  
b o d y  on  e a r th ,  thus a c c o r d in g  m e  the h ig h e s t  c i v i l  
p r e f e r m e n t  w ith in  the gift  o f  a q u a r te r  o f  a m i l l i o n  
p e o p le ;  and n o w  y o u  c o m e  to aga in  do  m e  h o n o r .  T o  
a c k n o w le d g e  and f i t t in g ly  e x p r e s s  the a p p r e c ia t i o n  I 
f e e l  f o r  th e s e  e v id e n c e s  o f  a f f e c t i o n  and g o o d  w i l l  r e ­
q u i r e s  m o r e  than w o r d s .  It r e q u i r e s  d e e d s .  It r e ­
q u i r e s  m o r e  than s im p le  d e e d s ;  a l i f e  o f  e f f o r t  and 
d e v o t io n  w ou ld  not  s u f f i c e .

" I  a c c e p t  th is  g e n e r o u s  p r e s e n t ,  not  f o r  its  b ea u ty ,  
n o t  f o r  its  p e r f e c t i o n - - t h o u g h  it is  the m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  
and p e r f e c t  o f  its  k in d - -b u t  I v a lu e  it h ig h er  b e c a u s e  
o f  the s p i r i t  w h ich  a ctu ated  m y  f r ie n d s  f r o m  w h o m  it 
c o m e s  and the h o n o r  to  m y  s e l f  o f  w h ich  th is  g ift  i s  the 
e x p r e s s i o n .

" T o  y o u r  b eau tifu l  c i t y  and h er  p e o p le  I a m  bound 
by  t ie s  p e c u l ia r ly  s tro n g  and d e a r .  Of the s w e e t e s t  
and m o s t  s a c r e d  o f  t h e m  l  can  s c a r c e l y  c o m m a n d  w o r d s  
to  s p e a k .  H e r e  at y o u r  o ld  s e m in a r y  w e r e  spent the 
h ap p y  s c h o o l - g i r l  d a ys  o f  on e  w ho lo v e d  y o u r  p e o p le  
b e f o r e  it b e c a m e  m y  g o o d  fo r tu n e  to d w e l l  a m o n g  y o u .  
It w a s  she  w ho f o r  th ir ty  y e a r s  b l e s s e d  m y  l i f e  and 
h o m e ,  b r a v e ly  b e a r in g  and sh a r in g  s t r u g g le  s o  w e l l  
k now n to  a l l  w h o  c h e r i s h  the b r ig h te s t  and y e t  the 
s a d d e s t  m e m o r i e s  o f  ou r  b e lo v e d  Southland.

"W h i le  l i f e  l a s t s ,  you  w i l l  have  the w a r m e s t  p la c e  
in  m y  h e a r t ,  and w hen  I sh a l l  be no  m o r e ,  th is  a f ­
f e c t io n  w h ich  c o m e s  to  th e m  b y  in h e r i ta n c e  and a s ­
s o c ia t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  in  the h e a r ts  o f  m y  
c h i l d r e n . "  (End o f  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r 's  r e s p o n s e )

"A fter  the i m p r e s s i v e  c e r e m o n y ,  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  
w a s  e s c o r t e d  to  h is  b e a u t i fu lly  c a p a r i s o n e d  h o r s e ,  
w h ic h  he m ou n ted  w ith  the a g i l i ty  o f  a b oy .  G e n e r a l
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W h e e le r  sat ( s i c )h i s  h o r s e  l ik e  a b r a v e  and n ob le  w a r ­
r i o r  and n o b le  g e n t le m a n , and th o s e  w ho saw  h im  on 
T h u r s d a y  l i t t le  w o n d e r e d  that he e x e r c i s e d  su ch  in ­
f lu e n c e  and in s p i r e d  w ith  s u ch  c o n f id e n c e  the m e n  he 
c o m m a n d e d  on the b a t t le f ie ld ."  (End o f  quotation  
f r o m  the n e w s p a p e r .  )

The n e w s p a p e r s  e s t im a te d  the c r o w d  on th is  o c ­
c a s i o n  at 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,  the la r g e s t  c r o w d  e v e r  in H unts­
v i l l e  up to that t im e ,  f o r  the p e o p le  c a m e  in a l l  s o r t s  
o f  w a y s :  by t r a in s ,  w h ich  g a v e  r e d u c e d  r a te s ,  by 
h o r s e  and b u ggy , by w ag on , on  h o r s e b a c k ,  e t c .  F ou r  
c a v a l r y  r e g im e n t s  w e r e  r e v ie w e d  by  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r ,  
in c lu d in g  the b r ig a d e  he c o m m a n d e d  in the Santiago 
ca m p a ig n .  T he co lu m n  o f  s o l d i e r s  w as  tw o m i l e s  
lo n g ,  and it to o k  it t h i r t y - f o u r  m in u tes  to p a s s  the 
r e v ie w in g  stand. T he s o l d i e r s  w e r e  s p e c ta c u la r  w ith  
th e ir  o v e r c o a t  c a p e s  buttoned  b a c k  to d is p la y  th e ir  
y e l l o w  l in in g .

Such w e r e  the n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t s  o f  th is g re a t  
o c c a s i o n ,  an o c c a s i o n  w h ich  o l d - t i m e r s  have n e v e r  
fo r g o t te n .  The H u n tsv il le  p a p e r s ,  in  a lm o s t  e v e r y  
i s s u e ,  c a r r i e d  n ew s  o f  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  and the ca m p  
as  w e l l  a s ,  n ow  and then , s o m e  v e r s e  about th em . 
T h e  fo l l o w in g  w as an a n o n y m o u s  p o e m  w h ich  the D e m ­
o c r a t  o f  O c to b e r  12, 1898, p r in te d  f r o m  the P it tsb u rg  
P o s t .
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Old Joe Wheeler,
Solid at his post,
Not a thing to kick about, 
Nobody to roast;
Never writes a letter 
Full of gall and spite,
Old Joe Wheeler,
He's all right.

Old Joe Wheeler,
Flat upon his back,
Got the boys to carry him, 
Marshaled the attack;
Doctors couldn't handle him, 
Off he went to fight,
Old Joe Wheeler,
H e's all right.

Weary was the army,
Spaniards hard to beat, 
Someone passed the word along ! 
"B o y s, we must retreat. "  
"Hang it, no, "  says ancient Joe, 
"N ever take to flight. "
Old Joe Wheeler,
H e's all right.

After Santiago fell,
Fighting men got sick,
Generals and colonels- -  
A ll began to kick.
"Hang it a l l ,"  thought General Joe, 
"T h is disgusts me quite."
Old Wheeler,
H e's all right.

Teddy wrote an angry note 
Stirring A lger's bile,
Ribbed the powers up the back 
In a roughshod style.
Not a word old Joe let drop 
At this woeful sight,
Old Joe Wheeler,
H e's all right.

Never mad, never bluffed,
Never riled and sore,
Steady and reliable 
Fights and nothing m ore.
Don't forget him, Uncle Sam, 
(Some folks think you might)
Old Joe Wheeler,
He's all right.
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A L A B A M A ' S  R A I L R O A D  NETWORK:  

1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0

by John P a t te r s o n

In 1830, a c h a r t e r  to  bu ild  a r a i l r o a d  co n n e c t in g  
D e ca tu r  and T u s c u m b ia  w a s  r e q u e s te d  o f  the A la b a m a  
le g i s la t u r e ,  in o r d e r  to " o v e r c o m e  the o b s t r u c t io n  
to t ra d e  c a u s e d  by  the M u s c le  S h oals  o f  the T e n n e s s e e  
R iv e r . " 1 T w o  y e a r s  la t e r ,  a c h a r t e r  w as granted  to 
T u s c u m b ia ,  C ou rt la n d  and D e ca tu r  R a i lr o a d ;  by the 
la t te r  p a rt  o f  1834 the l in e  had b e e n  c o m p le t e d .  O p ­
e r a t io n s  on th is  f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  w e r e  h a r d ly  what m an y  
o f  us tod a y  w ould  think. The g r e a t  " i r o n  h o r s e , "  w ith  
its  pu ffing  s m o k e s t a c k  did not  a p p e a r  on the l ine  until 
1835 o r  1836; d u rin g  the f i r s t  fe w  m on th s  the c a r s  
w e r e  p u lled  by  m u le  ra th e r  than s t e a m  p o w e r .  2

D e sp ite  the fa c t  that this f i r s t  A la b a m a  ven tu re  in 
r a i l r o a d in g  had c o s t  an e s t im a te d  $ 5 ,0 0 0  p e r  m i le  to 
c o m p le t e ,  a c o s t  w h ich  " p r o v e d  v e r y  b u r d e n s o m e  to 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l  p op u la t ion , the r a c e  w as  on. In 1832 
the M o n t g o m e r y  R a i l r o a d  C om p a n y  b e c a m e  the s e c o n d  
l in e  to  r e c e i v e  a c h a r t e r  to c o n n e c t  M o n t g o m e r y  w ith  
W e st  P o in t ,  G e o r g ia .4  N othing m o r e  w as  done on 
th is  l in e  until  O c to b e r ,  1835, w hen s u b s c r ip t io n  fo r  
the c a p ita l  s t o c k  w as begun  and "w ith in  a fe w  days  . , . 
a to ta l  s u b s c r ip t i o n  o f  $ 8 4 9 ,0 0 0 "  to w a r d  an e s t im a te d  
c o s t  o f  $900 , 000 w as s u b s c r ib e d .

A th ird  l in e  to c o n n e c t  M o n tg o m e r y  and M o b i le  
had m a n y  o f  the s u b s c r i b e r s  to s t o c k  f r o m  the p o r t
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c i ty .  T h e  B o a rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s  in F e b r u a r y ,  1836, r e ­
q u e s te d  an in s ta l lm e n t  o f  f iv e  d o l la r s  fo r  e v e r y  s h a r e  
o f  c a p i ta l  s t o c k  in o r d e r  to  le t  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  the f i r s t  
f o r t y - m i l e  s e c t io n  o f  the r o a d .  When s t o c k h o ld e r s  
did  not d e l i v e r  the m o n e y ,  the c o m p a n y  d e c la r e d  that 
u n le s s  th is  m o n e y  w as r e c e i v e d  by A p r i l  20, 1836, a l l  
t h o s e  not c o m p ly in g  w ou ld  f o r f e i t  th e ir  s t o c k ;  by  
D e c e m b e r  21, 1836, h o w e v e r ,  the m o n e y  had n ot  ye t  
b e e n  r e c e i v e d .6  By M a r c h ,  1837, "12 o r  14 m i l e s  o f  t r a c k  
had b e e n  g r a d e d ,"  and on ly  s ix ty  a d d it io n a l  m i l e s  had 
b e e n  p la c e d  "u n d er  c o n t r a c t .  D u rin g  1839, it " b e ­
c a m e  ev id en t  to  the a u th o r it ie s  that to c o m p le t e  the 
r o a d  sta te  a id  m u st  be  ob ta in ed ."  On A p r i l  8, 1840, 
a id  w a s  g ra n ted ,  and by  N o v e m b e r  10, 1840, the ro a d  
w a s  c o m p le t e d  to  F ra n k lin .  8

A la b a m a 's  f i r s t  d e c a d e  in r a i l r o a d  d e v e lo p m e n t  
(1830-1839) ca n  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as one o f  in c r e a s in g  
in t e r e s t  in r a i l r o a d s ,  w ith  r e la t iv e ly  fe w  a c tu a l  m i l e s  
o f  r o a d  bu ilt .  O ver  t w e n ty - f iv e  c h a r t e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d  
but m o s t  r e m a in e d  m e r e  id e a s .9  It sh ou ld  be n oted , 
h o w e v e r ,  that the P a n ic  o f  1837 w as  a h in d ra n ce  in the 
la te  1830 's  and e a r ly  1 84 0 's .  P r o g r e s s  w as  m a d e ,  but 
it w as  v e r y  s lo w .

T he d e c a d e  o f  the 1840 's  w as a le a n  p e r io d  f o r  
A l a b a m a 's  r a i l r o a d s .  Only s e v e n  n ew  c h a r t e r s  w e r e  
i s s u e d  and l i t t le  c o n s t r u c t io n  w as don e ,1 0  l a r g e l y  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  the d e p r e s s i o n .  Only one thing o f  m u c h  i m ­
p o r t a n c e  o c c u r e d  during  th e se  y e a r s :  the b eg in n in g  
o f  s ta te  a id  to  r a i l r o a d s .  The aid  g iv en  to the M o n t ­
g o m e r y  and W est  P o in t  l ine  w as a p r e c e d e n t  in A la  - 
b a m a ;  on e  w h ich , w ith  the p a s s a g e  o f  t im e  and g r e a t e r  
u s e  by  o th er  s ta tes  and the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  A l a ­
b a m a  w ou ld  u se  again . It w as f r o m  th is  t im e  that 
" t h e r e  d e v e lo p e d  a s tro n g  f e e l in g  a m o n g  the p e o p le  
that the sta te  shou ld  r e n d e r  s o m e  p o s i t iv e  a id  to 
im p r o v e m e n t s  o f  th is  c h a r a c t e r .  And it w as  this 
d e s i r e  fo r  state  a id  w h ich  e v e n tu a lly  p la y ed  a m a jo r
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r o l e ,  not  on ly  in e s ta b l is h in g  A la b a m a ' s r a i l r o a d  n e t ­
w o r k ,  but in d e te r m in in g  w hen  it w ou ld  be e s ta b l is h e d .

The th ird  d e c a d e  o f  A la b a m a  r a i l r o a d  b u ild in g  
f r o m  1850-1859 w as  one o f  the m o s t  im p o r ta n t .  T h is  
p e r i o d  saw  state  in te rn a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  in ten se  
p o l i t i c a l  a t tem p ts  to unite  the sta te  th rou g h  r a i l r o a d s  
and l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n c e r n  to  d e v e lo p  the s t a te 's  r e ­
s o u r c e s .  W hen the d e c a d e  op en ed  A la b a m a  had a to ta l  
o f  132. 5 m i l e s  o f  r a i l r o a d s ;  the T u s c u m b ia  and D eca tu r  
had f o r t y - f o u r  m i le s  and the M o n tg o m e r y  and W est  
P o in t  had e ig h t y -e ig h t  and one  ha lf .1 2  T h is  s ituation , 
h o w e v e r ,  ch a n ged  qu ite  ra p id ly .

E a r l i e r  a c l a m o r  had a r i s e n  f o r  state  in te rv e n t io n  
and aid  to  r a i l r o a d s .  T h e r e  w as  a g r o w in g  d e s i r e  to 
unite  the n o r th e r n  and so u th e rn  p a r ts  o f  the state w ith  
a r a i l r o a d .  At T a l la d e g a ,  in 1849, a r a i l r o a d  c o n ­
ven tion  c o n s id e r e d  th is  p o s s ib i l i t y  in its  d e l i b e r a ­
t io n s .  L e r o y  P . W a lk er  o f  H u n tsv il le  to ld  the l e g ­
is la tu r e  about s o m e  o f  the b e n e f i t s  to  be a c h ie v e d  by  
state  a id  to  r a i l r o a d s : " . . .  I b lu sh  to say  that in 
m a n y  p a r ts  o f  the State o f  A la b a m a  it is  s t i l l  as  s lo w  
and o n e r o u s  as  it w as  in G re a t  B r ita in  b e f o r e  that 
t r iu m p h  o f  m o d e r n  g e n iu s ,  the l o c o m o t i v e ,  w as f i r s t  
s e e n  . . . ! "  "S ir ,  "  he con t in u ed , "I  stand h e re  t o ­
day to con ten d  f o r  the p a tro n a g e  by  the State o f  A l a ­
b a m a  o f  a s y s t e m i n w h i c h  I b e l ie v e  the b e s t  in t e r e s t s  
o f  the C o m m o n w e a lth  and the p r o s p e r i t y  o f  h er  p e o p le  
a r e  a l ik e  p r o fo u n d ly  in v o lv e d ." 14 He d r a m a t ic a l ly  
c o n c lu d e d :

If Alabama . . . does not take m easures to urge for­
ward, I will not say a liberal and comprehensive, but 
a necessary system  of public im p r o v e  m e  nt s ,  de­
veloping the rich and varied resources of her soil, 
and connecting herself by links of iron with the ra il­
roads of other States, she must not only decline in 
strength and prosperity, but eventually recede to a 
state of worse than collonial (sic.) vassalage; whilst 
all around her, on every side, will roll those vivifying
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•waters of energy and enterprise which, denied a llacess  
(sic . )here, have gone to gladden other regions, and to 
make the distant wilderness blossom  like the r o s e .  15

T h e s e  e a r ly  a ttem p ts  at in te rn a l  im p r o v e m e n t s  
w e r e ,  f o r  the m o s t  p a rt ,  u n s u c c e s s fu l .  In 1848, the 
A la b a m a  C o n g r e s s io n a l  d e le g a t io n  had " u n a n im o u s ly  
o p p o s e d "  a r a i l r o a d  b i l l  g ra n tin g  f e d e r a l  and sta te  a id  
to  r a i l r o a d s .  T w o  y e a r s  la te r  United States S en ator  
Stephen A. D ou g las  o f  I l l in o is  went to  M o b i le  and c o n ­
f e r r e d  w ith  the d i r e c t o r s  o f  a M o b i le  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n y  
w h o s e  r o a d  had fa i le d  f o r  l a c k  o f  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t .  A 
c o a l i t io n  o f  A la b a m ia n s  and M is s i s s ip p ia n s  s e c u r e d  
the p a s s a g e  o f  a law  in 1850 m a k in g  the M o b i le  and 
O hio  p a r t  o f  the I l l in o is  C e n tr a l  s y s t e m .  Thus the
so u th e rn  s ta tes  w e r e  co n n e c te d  by  r a i l  w ith  the G re a t
L a k e s ,  w ith  p a rt  o f  the r o a d  p a s s in g  th rou g h  A la b a m a .16

H o w e v e r  s tro n g  the p r e c e d e n t  o f  the M o b i le  and 
O hio , and the d e s i r e  o f  m e n  like  W a lk e r  f o r  a state  
r a i l r o a d  n e tw o rk ,  it w as not  s tro n g  en ou gh  at th is  
t im e  to  c r e a te  a id  to  r a i l r o a d s  in g e n e r a l .  In 1851, 
the In te rn a l  Im p r o v e m e n ts  C on ven tion , sp ea k in g  o f  
r a i l r o a d s  and state a id , n oted  that " .  . . sa v e  f o r  the 
a p p l i c a t io n  o f  a p o r t io n  o f  the In tern a l  I m p r o v e m e n t s  
fund a p p r o p r ia te d  by  C o n g r e s s  f o r  the p u r p o s e ,  th is  
s ta te  has g iv e n  no e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to the c o n s t r u c t io n  
o f  r a i lw a y s  w ith in  h e r  b o r d e r s .  . . "  O ther s ta te s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  had " .  . . r e c o g n i z e d  the w i s d o m  o f  the 
p o l i c y  o f  co n tr ib u t in g  to  a s s i s t  the c o m p le t i o n  o f  th e ir  
r a i l r o a d  im p r o v e m e n t s ,  and the r e s u l t s  have  ( s i c .  , 
h a v e )  fu l ly  v in d ica te d  the p r o p r i e t y  o f  th e ir  d e ­
c i s i o n . " 1 7  But 1851 saw  a b s o lu te ly  no n ew  r a i l r o a d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  in A la b a m a .

C ontinu ing  d e v e lo p m e n t  and r e n e w e d  in t e r e s t  a fte r
1851 saw  an i n c r e a s e  in m i le a g e  e a c h  y e a r .  B etw een  
the t im e  the f i r s t  r o a d  w as c o m p le t e d  in 1834 until  1851, 
o n ly  132 1 /2  m i l e s  o f  t r a c k  had b e e n  la id .  But in 1852, 
A la b a m a  built  28. 5 m i l e s ,  r a is in g  the to ta l  to 161 m i l e s .
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T h ro u g h  1860 the i n c r e a s e  in r a i l r o a d  m i le a g e  c o n ­
t in u ed . T h is  v a st  e x p a n s io n  p r o d u c e d  610. 66 m i l e s  
o f  r a i l r o a d  in A la b a m a  in a s in g le  d e c a d e ,  and gave  
the state  a to ta l  m i le a g e  o f  7 4 3 .1 6 :  an in c r e a s e  o f  
461 p e r  cen t .  B e tw een  1850 and 1859 s e v e n t y - t h r e e  
c h a r t e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d  by  the s ta te .  The I860 ce n s u s  
a l s o  n o t ic e d  th is  in c r e a s e  in s o u th e rn  r a i l r o a d  b u i ld ­
ing, a lth ou gh  it did not r e f e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to A la b a m a . 
" T h e  so u th e rn  s ta tes  have b een  beh ind  the n o r th e r n  
in th e ir  p u b l ic  e n t e r p r i s e s , "  it r e p o r t e d ,  "though, at 
the date o f  the c e n s u s ,  they  w e r e  p r o s e c u t in g  th e m  
w ith  g r e a t  e n e r g y  and v ig o r .  "18

ALABAM A'S RAILROAD MILEAGE, 1851-1860*

Year

1 8 5 1  .... N on e .................................132. 5
1852   28. 5 ................................. 161
1853   53. 72................................  214. 72
1854   89. 28................................. 304
1855   30. 54................................. 334. 54
1856  119. 46.................................  454
1857   77. 80................................. 531. 80
1858  N on e ................................... 531. 80
1859   96. 60................................. 628. 40
1860  114. 76.................................  743. 16

* Source:  See Footnote 20.

T h is  i n c r e a s e  in m i le a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w as not  e a s i ly  
a c h ie v e d .  The d e v e lo p m e n t  and a c c e p t a n c e  o f  state 
a id  to  r a i l r o a d s  in A la b a m a  w as a p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u ­
tion ,  not an " o v e r - n i g h t "  d e v e lo p m e n t .  The In tern a l  
Im p r o v e m e n t  C o n v en t ion  o f  1851 had g iv e n  a r h e t o r i c a l  
but u n co n v in c in g  a rg u m e n t ,  at l e a s t  f o r  m o s t  o f  the 
p e o p le  in the sta te . A lth ou gh  the p r o p o s a l  and r e c o m ­
m e n d a t io n s  o f  the co n v e n tio n  sou n ded  g o o d ,  the l e g i s ­
la tu r e  did not c o m p ly .  W i l l ia m  M a r t in 's  study, p u b -
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l i s h e d  in 1902, g iv e s  f iv e  r e a s o n s  f o r  th is .  (1) T he 
s ta te  bank had r e c e n t ly  fa i le d ,  ca u s in g  a c o l l a p s e  in 
the s t a te 's  f in a n c e s ,  w h ich  had not b e e n  r e v e r s e d ;  ye t  
" ta x a t io n  w as  s t i l l  h igh  . . . and m a n y  (p e o p le  w e r e )
. . . r e a d y  to  o p p o s e  any m e a s u r e  w h ich  th re a te n e d  
a h ig h e r  ta x  r a te . "  (2) A ls o  due to  the bank fa i lu r e ,  
" c o n f id e n c e  in  the in te g r ity  o r  a b i l i ty  o f  the sta te  as 
an u n d e r t a k e r "  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  w as la ck in g .  (3) M any 
r e s id e n t s  o f  A la b a m a  d u rin g  th is  t im e  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  
w ith  A la b a m a  in an e x p lo i t iv e  ra th e r  than a d e v e l o p ­
m e n ta l  s e n s e ,  and a c tu a l ly  had the F a r  W e st  as  th e ir  
u l t im a te  o b je c t iv e  f o r  a " h o m e . "  " T h is  e le m e n t  a c te d  
as  a c h e c k  to  the s p ir i t  o f  in te r n a l  im p r o v e m e n t s  . . . "  
(4 ) T h e r e  w e r e  s e c t io n a l  d isp u te s  w ith in  the s ta te .  
And (5) m a n y  A la b a m ia n s  fe l t  that th is  u s e  o f  ta x a t ion  
w a s  u n co n st i tu t io n a l  and shou ld  be le f t  t o  p r i v a t e  
c a p i ta l .  19

In 1853 and 1855 the g u b e r n a to r ia l  r a c e s  w e r e  
fou gh t  o v e r  the i s s u e  o f  state  a id , w ith  the D e m o c r a t i c  
ca n d id a te ,  John A . W inston , o p p o s e d  to  su ch  a s s i s ­
t a n c e .  T he D e m o c r a t e s  w on  b oth  e l e c t i o n s  and a l ­
th ou gh  the l e g i s l a t o r s  t r ie d  to a id  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
th e ir  a t tem p ts  w e r e  f r u s t r a te d  by  the e x e c u t iv e  b r a n c h .  
W in ston  v e to e d  t h i r t y - t h r e e  su ch  a c t s  and has s in c e  
b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to  in A la b a m a  as  the " V e t o  G o v e r n o r .  " 20

D e s p ite  h is  d e te r m in e d  stand on the i s s u e  o f  sta te  
a id ,  W in s to n 's  y e a r s  as  g o v e r n o r  w e r e  not  b a r r e n  
f o r  r a i l r o a d  d e v e lo p m e n t .  But the m i le a g e  i n c r e a s e s  
w e r e  in  sp ite  o f  W in ston  ra th e r  than b e c a u s e  o f  h im . 
B y  the op en in g  o f  h is  s e c o n d  t e r m  the d em a n d  f o r  
s ta te  a id  w as  so  s t r o n g  that s o m e  r a i l r o a d  b i l l s  w e r e  
p a s s e d  o v e r  h is  v e t o e s .  In 1855, E . D. Sanford  in a 
r e p o r t  c o n c e r n in g  a ro a d  co n n e c t in g  the n o r th e r n  and 
so u th e rn  p a r ts  o f  the s ta te ,  to  w ish  that A la b a m a  w ou ld  
g iv e  as m u ch  aid as T e n n e s s e e ,  w h ich  he fe l t  w as  in ­
a d equ a te .  21

The d e s i r e  to  b r in g  unity b e tw e e n  the n o r th e r n  
and sou th ern  p a r ts  o f  A la b a m a  has b e e n  m e n t io n e d
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e a r l i e r ,  but n e e d s  r e i t e r a t io n .  E t h e l  A r m e s  d e ­
c l a r e d  that "T h e  n o r th e r n  and so u th e rn  p o r t io n s  o f  
the State, w ithout a r a i l r o a d ,  w e r e  tw o s e p a ra te  and 
d is t in c t  c o u n t r ie s .  P o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  in d u s tr ia l ,  and 
e c o n o m i c  c o n d it io n s  had b e c o m e  g r a d u a l ly  tan g led  into 
a G o rd ia n  knot. A dded  to th is  a g e - o l d  p r o b l e m  o f  
un iting  the state  w as  a g r o w i n g  d e s i r e  in the 1850 's  to 
e x p lo i t  the m in e r a l  w ea lth  o f  A la b a m a .  H o r a c e  Mann 
Bond , in an in -d e p th  study o f  A la b a m a  d u rin g  R e c o n ­
s t r u c t io n  d a y s ,  s ta ted :

Its (Alabam a's) natural resources were unique in the 
South; and, in an age when Coal was power, and Iron 
the other necessity for industry, it was already known 
that the Northern hill-country of Alabama had both in 
unexampled proximity. The .bankers in Philadelphia 
and New York, and even in London, and Paris, had 
known this for almost two decades. The only thing 
lacking was transportation.

But it w as not until  John T . M i l n e r 's  r e p o r t  to the 
state  l e g i s la t u r e  in 1859, that b oth  the uniting o f  the 
n o r th e r n  and s o u th e rn  p a r ts  o f  the s ta te ,  and the e x ­
p lo i ta t io n  o f  A la b a m a 's  r e s o u r c e s  w e r e  put into  a 
s in g le  s ta tem en t ,  c o n v in c in g  enou gh  to get n e c e s s a r y  
sta te  a id  to  d e v e lo p  a r a i l r o a d  n e tw o rk .  T h is  state 
p u b l ica t io n  con ta in s  an a lm o s t  i r r e fu t a b le  a rg u m e n t .  
A fte r  re a d in g  it, one u n d e rs ta n d s  m u c h  b e tte r  E thel 
A r m e s '  s ta tem en t  that M i l n e r 's  " s t a t i s t i c s  w e r e  u sed  
generally  th rou gh ou t  A la b a m a  by  r a i l r o a d  p r o m o t e r s  
and s p e a k e r s  fo r  the n ext  tw enty  y e a r s .  " 24 M i l n e r 's  
d e s i r e  f o r  a n o r t h - s o u t h  r a i l r o a d  w as  so  a cu te  that 
he p r e p a r e d  a h igh ly  d e ta i le d  r e p o r t  on  the ad v an ta g es  
and d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  s i x  c o n c e iv a b le  ro u te s  b e tw e e n  
the n o r t h e r n  (D e ca tu r )  a n d  s o u t h e r n  (M o n te v a l lo )  
t e r m in i  o f  the ro a d .25

S om e o f  h is  s ta te m e n ts  sh ow  the im p o r t a n c e  he 
p la c e d  on A la b a m a 's  r a i l r o a d  d e v e lo p m e n t .  It w as 
h is  b e l i e f  that the p r o p o s e d  r a i l r o a d
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occupies the most important position for the people of 
Alabama of any enterprise that ever came before them.
They have thought and talked over the connection of 
South and North Alabama, and the development of their 
m ineral wealth for forty years or m ore, but until the 
recent survey was made, it has always been considered 
impracticable to build a railroad through these moun­
tains at a reasonable cost.

M iln e r  w as  c o n v in c e d  that A la b a m a  w ou ld  su p p ly  
the South, the G u lf  S tates , C e n tr a l  and South A m e r i c a ,  
in  t im e  the P a c i f i c  C o a s t ,  and p e rh a p s  the e n t ir e  
P a c i f i c  w ith  c o a l .  "A la b a m a  is  to  the G ulf what P e n n ­
sy lv a n ia  is  to  the A t la n t ic  S ta te s ,"  he d e c la r e d .  "H e r  
c o a l  m u st  d r iv e  th e ir  s h ip s ,  th e ir  m i l l s ,  and th e ir  
m a c h in e s .  T h e  am ount n e e d e d  f o r  ten  y e a r s  to  c o m e  
in  a l l  q u a r t e r s  f r o m  ou r  m in e s ,  is  on ly  c o n je c t u r a l .  
It is  not  t o o  m u c h  to  sa y  w e  w i l l  n e e d  th r e e  h u ndred  
th ou sa n d  tons  p e r  annum ."  He p r e d ic t e d  the r e w a r d s  
c r e a t e d  f o r  the state  by its  su pp ly  o f  i r o n  o r e ,  and 
a d d ed  that su ch  a n e tw o r k  w ou ld  b e n e f i t  the d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  o f  the s t a t e 's  m a r b le  in t e r e s t s  and w ou ld  s e r v e

26as  a s h ip p e r  o f  co tton  and p e r i s h a b le s .  A l l  th is ,  
in  turn , w ou ld  b r in g  and k e e p  n ew  p e o p le  and i n v e s t ­
m e n ts  in A la b a m a ,  r a i s e  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s ,  and g e n ­
e r a l l y  b e n e f i t  the e n t ir e  s ta te ,  he p r e d ic t e d .

In a r e f e r e n c e  to  A la b a m ia n s  M i ln e r  s a id :  " I  k n ow  
the p e o p le  o f  A la b a m a  a r e  o p p o s e d  to  state  a id .  T h ey  
h a v e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  banks and have  not v e r y  ju d i c io u s ly  
m a n a g e d  a l l  th e ir  t ru s t  fu n ds ."  L a ter  in the r e p o r t  
he ad d ed  that " i t  is  h ard  f o r  a m an  w ho has l iv e d  in 
A la b a m a  s e v e n  y e a r  s to  a c co u n t  f o r  the d eep  and w i d e ­
s p r e a d  s u s p ic io n  and want o f  c o n f id e n c e  in su ch  in v e s t ­
m e n ts .  T h e r e  s e e m s  to  be a h o ly  h o r r o r ,  so  to speak , 
o f  a l l  r a i l r o a d  c o r p o r a t i o n s . "  A d v o c a t in g  a n e e d e d  
ch a n ge  in a tt itu des  o f  the c i t i z e n s ,  he stated  that

money in dribblets, to internal improvements, is like 
throwing sand in a river, or a handful of snow into a 
volcano. It affects no good, but is spirited away, and
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not even a trace of it is left. Such, unfortunately, has 
been the condition of every work of internal improve­
ment within our State, whether public or private, until 
very late years. In the beginning our Railroads were 
attempted to be built with prom ises, with hopes, with 
anything but money. Their sudden destruction, when 
the storm  weather came, has given to people all over 
the State, a doubt upon the subject that is hard to re ­
move. 27

U sing  a s e r i e s  o f  c h a r t s  to  su p p or t  his a rg u m e n t  
sh ow in g  a ga in  in sta te  w ealth , he c o n v in c in g ly  sa id  
that " i t  is  p r e t ty  g e n e r a l l y  c o n c e d e d  n ow  that the 
in c id e n ta l  b e n e f i t s  o f  the R a ilw a y  eq u a l and o ften  e x ­
c e e d  its  f i r s t  c o s t ,  and it is  t h e r e f o r e  d e s i r a b le  to  
b r in g  e v e r y  h o n o r a b le  a rg u m e n t  to  b e a r  to in du ce  
th e ir  c o n s t r u c t io n .

In I860, the state  l e g i s la t u r e  " p a s s e d  the law  a d o p t ­
ing M i l n e r 's  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  as  to  the rou te  and 
gra n t in g  a loa n  o f  $663 , 135, 'on  co n d it io n  that the e n ­
t i r e  l in e  be  g r a d e d  and p r e p a r e d  f o r  i r o n  by  the end 
o f  f iv e  y e a r s .  In the fa l l  o f  I860 a co m p a n y  w as 
o r g a n iz e d ,  w ith  M i ln e r  as  c h ie f  e n g in e e r ,  to b eg in  
the m o n u m e n ta l  ta sk .  A w o r s e  t im e  f o r  beg in n in g  su ch  
a p r o j e c t  co u ld  n ot  have  b e e n  c h o s e n .  W ith the s e c e s ­
s ion  i s s u e  r e c e iv in g  a ttention , m an y  s t o c k h o ld e r s  o f  
the co u n t ie s  s u p p o r t in g  the p r o j e c t  "a ba n d on ed  th e ir  
in t e r e s t s  in the r o a d . " 29

T h u s, at the o u tb re a k  o f  the C iv i l  W a r , A la b a m a  
w as  re a d y  to  e m b a r k  on the p r o j e c t  to  obta in  a r a i l ­
r o a d  n e tw o rk .  D u rin g  th is  th ird  d e c a d e  the state  i s ­
sued  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  c h a r t e r s  to r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n ie s .  
T h e  p e r io d  f r o m l8 5 1  to 1860 had se e n  a to ta l  o f  610 .66  
m i l e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  bu ilt ,  w ith  210. 36, o r  a lm o s t  tw e n ty -  
n ine  p e r c e n t  o f  the s t a te 's  to ta l ,  hav ing  b een  built  in 
the la s t  tw o y e a r s .  I n c r e a s in g ly ,  A la b a m ia n s  w e r e  
m o v in g  to w a r d  an in te r g r a te d  r a i l r o a d  s y s t e m .30 Not 
on ly  had the am ount o f  m i le a g e  in c r e a s e d  an n u a lly  
a f t e r  1851, but by  the la t te r  p a r t  o f  the d e ca d e  it had
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beg u n  to  i n c r e a s e  a lm o s t  a s t r o n o m ic a l ly .  W ith g r o w ­
in g  in t e r e s t  and in c r e a s in g  p u b l ic  a id ,  had it n o t  b e e n  
f o r  the w a r ,  A la b a m a  p r o b a b ly  w ou ld  have c o m p le t e d  
its  r a i l r o a d  n e tw o r k  m u c h  e a r l i e r .

S h ort ly  b e f o r e  the ou tb re a k  o f  the w a r ,  the A l a ­
b a m a  and F lo r id a  R a i lr o a d  w as g iv e n  an e m e r g e n c y  
lo a n  o f  $30, 000 to h a s t i ly  c o m p le t e  the M o n t g o m e r y  
to  P e n s a c o la  lin e  by M ay  3, 1861 .31 On M a r c h  28, 1861, 
a s h o r t  l in e ,  c o n n e c t in g  T e n s a s  (ju st  a c r o s s  the bay  
f r o m  M o b i l e )  and P o l la r d  (on the A la b a m a  and F lo r id a  
R a i l r o a d )  w as  begun . Eight m on th s  la te r ,  on  N o v e m ­
b e r  15, f iv e  m on th s  la te r  than the e s t im a te d  c o m p l e ­
t io n  d ate , th is  l in e  w as c o m p le t e ly  op en ed  to  t r a f f i c .  
S u m m a r iz in g  the e n e r g y  w h ich  w ent into A la b a m a 's  
r a i l r o a d s  im m e d ia t e ly  p r e c e d in g  the w a r ,  R o b e r t  C. 
B la c k ,  III s a id :  "T h e  A la b a m a  A s s e m b ly  o f  185 9 -6 0  
s p e w e d  r a i l r o a d  in c o r p o r a t io n  a c t s ,  w h ile  g ra d in g  
p a r t i e s  w e r e  m ak in g  the d ir t  f ly  in m a n y  p a r ts  o f  the 
s ta te ." 32

W h ile  th is  m a y  have b e e n  the c a s e ,  state p r i o r i t i e s  
had to  take a b a c k  sea t  to  th o s e  o f  the n e w ly  f o r m e d  
C o n fe d e r a t e  G o v e rn m e n t .  O f g r e a t e s t  im p o r t a n c e  to 
the C o n f e d e r a c y  w e r e  th rou g h  l in e s ,  c o n n e c t in g  so u th ­
e r n  s ta tes  to fa c i l i ta te  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  and c o m m u n i c a ­
t io n .  The South, h o w e v e r ,  on ly  had tw o su ch  r o u t e s ,  
a n d  o n l y  o n e  w a s  c o m p le t e .  One l in e  in v o lv e d  a 
n o r t h e r ly  p a s s a g e  th rou g h  C o r in th ,  C h attan ooga , and 
B r i s t o l ;  the s e c o n d ,  and u n f i n i s h e d  ro u te ,  ra n  v ia  
M o n t g o m e r y ,  Atlanta, W ilm in g ton , and P e t e r s b u r g .  
B oth  ra n  to  R ich m o n d  and both  ran  th rou g h  A la b a m a .  
T h u s ,  A la b a m a 's  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  w as  to c o m p le t e  the 
u n fin ish ed  ro u te ,  w h ich  ra n  th rou g h  the c e n t r a l  part  
o f  the s ta te .  The m a jo r  gap "w a s  b e tw e e n  S e lm a , 
A la b a m a ,  and M e r id ia n ,  M is s i s s ip p i .  The c o m p le t io n  
o f  th is  link  w ou ld  g iv e  an a l l - r a i l  ro u te  f r o m  R i c h ­
m on d  to  V i c k s b u r g ,  w ith  the e x c e p t io n s  o f  the sh o rt  
A la b a m a  R iv e r  s te a m b o a t  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  M o n t ­
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g o m e r y  and S e lm a  and a f o u r - a n d - a - h a l f - m i l e  p a s s a g e  
on the T o m b ig b e e  R iv e r  n e a r  D e m o p o l i s . " 33

By D e c e m b e r ,  1861, on ly  tw e n t y - t h r e e  m i le s  o f  
d i r e c t  M e r id ia n -S e lm a  line  w e r e  in c o m p le t e .  "O n 
D e c e m b e r  5, the State o f  A la b a m a  a d v a n ce d  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  
to  t h e .  . . c o m p a n y  to he lp  p u sh  its  r a i l s  w e s tw a r d .  " 
At about th is  s a m e  t im e ,  "the  id ea  that the c e n t r a l  
C o n fe d e r a te  a u th or ity  shou ld  r e n d e r  a s s is t a n c e  to u n ­
c o m p le t e d  r a i l r o a d s  o f  s t r a t e g i c  im p o r t a n c e  w as . . . 
ga in in g  c u r r e n c y . " 34 Not lon g  a fte r  this the C o n fe d ­
e r a te  C o n g r e s s  a p p r o p r ia te d  $150, 000 f o r  the S e lm a -  
M e r id ia n  link . The next m on th  it p e r m it t e d  i m p o r ­
ta tion  o f  duty f r e e  r a i l r o a d  i r o n  f o r  the p r o j e c t ,  m akin g  
it p o s s ib le  to c o m p le t e  the ro a d  by the end o f  1862. 35 

One o f  the p r im a r y  r a i l r o a d  p r o b l e m s  o f  both  the 
C o n fe d e r a te  g o v e r n m e n t  and the s ta te ,  w as that o f  
p r o v id in g  eq u ip m en t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i r o n .  T h is  co u ld  
have b e e n  e x p e c te d  w ith in  a s o c i e t y  w h ich  had as 
l i t t le  m a n u fa c tu r in g  as  the South, but the e x t r e m e  to  
w h ich  it w as  c a r r i e d  is  d i f f i c u l t  to c o m p r e h e n d .  One 
h is to r ia n  has n oted  that " i r o n  and m a c h in e r y  w e r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  s c a r c e .  B e fo r e  the w ar th e s e  n e c e s s i t i e s  
had b e e n  su p p lied  f r o m  the N o r th :  n ow  they  m u st  be 
m a n u fa c tu re d  or  im p o r t e d  f r o m  E u r o p e . "  F u r t h e r ­
m o r e ,  he stated  that "a lth ou g h  the r o a d s  w e r e  n ow  
cut o f f  f r o m  the N o r th e r n  fo u n d r ie s  . . .  no g e n e r a l  
e f f o r t  s e e m s  to  have b e e n  m a d e  to get s u p p lie s  e l s e ­
w h e r e  . . . "  At f i r s t ,  the C o n f e d e r a c y  t r ie d  to ob ta in  
s u p p l ie s  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  but "the g r o w in g  s t r in g e n c y  o f  
the b lo c k a d e  and the la c k  o f  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m -  
m e r i c a l  o r  c r e d i t  r e la t io n s  w ith  E u r o p e a n  f i r m s  m a d e  
th is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  " 36

G iv en  th e s e  eq u ip m en t  p r o b l e m s  and the i m p o r ­
ta n ce  o f  the S e lm a -M e r id ia n  l in e ,  the g o v e r n m e n t  u se d  
what J a m e s  F . D o s te r  c a l le d  " c a n n ib a l i z in g "  to c o m ­
p le te  that l in e .  T r a c k  and eq u ip m en t  w e r e  taken  f r o m  
one  l in e ,  t o r n  up, and then u se d  w h e r e  n e e d e d  m o s t .

37



T h is  m e a n s  o f  ob ta in ing  n e c e s s a r y  eq u ip m en t  is  r e la te d  
b y  R o b e r t  C . B la c k :

The Cahaba, Marion, & Greensborough, a bankrupt 
short line which intersected the Alabama & M issis ­
sippi Rivers Railroad a short distance west of Selma, 
was found to possess four hundred tons of new iron, 
plus four hundred kegs of spikes, while on the Mont­
gomery & Eufaula, the building of which had scarcely  
begun, . . . a substantial hoard of track materials and 
a brand-new locomotive (was discovered). By the 
l a t t e r  p a r t  of June . . . (there had been) secured 
from  the Cahaba company 55, 367 pounds of spikes,
3, 810 pounds of bolts and nuts, 17, 636 pounds of fish  
bars, and 1,276 sections of rail. 37

The on ly  o th e r  w o r k  on A la b a m a  r a i l r o a d s  d u rin g  
the w a r ,  o f  c o n s e q u e n c e  enou gh  to  n ote  h e r e ,  w a s  a 
p r o p o s e d  e x te n s io n  in  1862 o f  the A la b a m a  and T e n ­
n e s s e e  R iv e r s  R a i lr o a d  f r o m  B l u e  M o u n t a i n  into 
n o r th w e s t  G e o r g ia .  E v en tu a lly  a s u b s id y  b i l l  p a s s e d  
the C o n fe d e r a te  C o n g r e s s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  w e r e  set  
f o r  the e x te n s io n .  The g o v e r n m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w e r e  
s t r i c t  but tw o c o m p a n ie s  e x p r e s s e d  th e ir  w i l l in g n e s s  
to  a c c e p t  th e m . T h e s e  w e r e  the G e o r g ia  and A l a ­
b a m a  l in e ,  and the A la b a m a  and T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r s  
r o a d ,  the la t te r  bu ild in g  e a s t  f r o m  Blue M ounta in  and 
jo in in g  the f i r s t  l in e .  The fo l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t  is  
p r o b a b le  in d ic a t iv e  o f  m a n y  Southern  s itu a t io n s ;

A railroad having thus been committed to paper, the 
contractors at once encountered the standard difficulty 
with rails and fastenings . . . as the weeks and months 
went by and the grading gangs pushed forward . . .  
absolutely no iron was forthcoming. After more than 
a year, not a bar had been spiked down. There were 
periodic military pronouncements as to the value of 
the road, and there occurred more than one discus­
sion as to the suitable sources of rail. But to the end 
of the war the Rome-Blue Mountain connection never 
became more than a series of naked cuts anf files. 38
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In te r e s t in g ly ,  l i t t le  e x te n s iv e  d a m a g e  s e e m s  to 
h ave  b e e n  in f l i c t e d  on A la b a m a 's  r a i l r o a d s  during  
the w a r ,  p r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e  the r a i l r o a d s  w e r e  fa r  
en ou gh  aw ay  f r o m  the m a jo r  f igh tin g  to  cut down on 
the n u m b e r  o f  d e s t r u c t iv e  r a id s  on th em . Thus, the 
r a i l r o a d s  w e r e  not co n s ta n t ly  ch an g in g  hands, be in g  
r a id e d  by  one s id e  then  d e s t r o y e d  b e f o r e  the c o n t r o l ­
l in g  a r m y  p u lled  b a c k ,  and then r a id e d  aga in  by the 
s a m e  a r m y .  D u rin g  m o s t  o f  the w a r  A la b a m a 's  r a i l ­
r o a d s  ch an ged  hands on ly  o n c e  o r  not at a l l .  A p p a r ­
en t ly ,  on ly  one r a i l r o a d ,  the M e m p h is  and C h a r l e s ­
ton , ch an ged  hands o fte n  and by 1863 it w as  c o n t r o l le d  
by  the U nion f o r c e s .  T w o  n o r th  A la b a m a  l in e s ,  the 
T e n n e s s e e  and A la b a m a  R a i l r o a d  and p a rt  o f  the M e m ­
ph is  and C h a r le s to n  R a i l r o a d ,  w e r e  in b e t te r  shape 
than m an y  r o a d s  at the end o f  the w a r .  T h i s  w a s  
p a r t ly  b e c a u s e  both  had b een  o p e r a te d  and c o n t r o l le d  
by  F e d e r a l  f o r c e s  w ho n e e d e d  th e m  f o r  th e ir  own o p ­
e r a t io n s .  The M e m p h is  & C h a r le s to n ,  by  N o v e m b e r  
6, 1865, w as  running t r a in s  o v e r  the e n t ire  m a in  l in e ,  
w ith  on ly  one b r e a k  at the D e ca tu r  b r id g e  a c r o s s  the 
T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r .  But by  July 7, 1866, the e n t ire  
l in e  w as open  o n c e  again .

The w e s t e r n  p o r t io n  o f  th is l in e  running f r o m  
D eca tu r  to M e m p h is  w as  not  c o n t r o l le d  by  the F e d e r a l  
a r m y  and w as d a m a g e d  e x t e n s iv e ly ;  th is w as the p r i ­
m a r y  a r e a  in w h ich  r e p a i r s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d .  Upon r e ­
turn o f  the r o a d  to  the d i r e c t o r s  on  S e p te m b e r  11, 1865, 
t h e r e  w as  a gap  o f  " o n e  h undred  and fo u r te e n  m i l e s  
a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  d e s t r o y e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  the r o a d - b e d  
and i r o n  r a i l s ,  and they  w e r e  in v e r y  bad c o n d i t i o n - -  
e v e r y  b r id g e  and t r e s t l e  d e s t r o y e d ,  c r o s s - t i e s  ro t ten ,  
b u i ld in g s  b u rn ed , w a ter ta n k s  g on e ,  d it ch e s  f i l le d  up, 
and t r a c k  g ro w n  up in w e e d s  and b u s h e s .  . . A bout 
f o r t y  m i l e s  o f  t r a c k  w as  b u rn ed ,  c r o s s - t i e s  e n t i r e ly  
d e s t r o y e d ,  and r a i l s  bent and tw is te d  in su ch  a m a n ­
n e r  as to r e q u ir e  g r e a t  la b o r  to  s t ra ig h te n ,  and a
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l a r g e  p o r t io n  o f  th e m  r e q u ir in g  r e n e w a l . " 40 F o r  a l l  
th is  d e s t r u c t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  it is  w e l l  to  r e m e m b e r  that 
the e n t ir e  l in e  w as r e p a i r e d  and o p e r a t in g ,  e x c e p t  f o r  
on e  b r id g e ,  as  e a r ly  as  N o v e m b e r ,  1865.

T he T e n n e s s e e  and A la b a m a  r a i l r o a d  w as  e n t i r e ly  
c o n t r o l l e d  by  F e d e r a l  f o r c e s  and r e p o r t e d  m u c h  l e s s  
d e s t r u c t io n .  On th is  l in e  the am ou n t  o f  r o l l in g  s t o c k  
ow n ed  by  t h e  c o m p a n y  a f fo r d e d  a b e t te r  su p p ly  o f  
e q u ip m e n t  f o r  the r o a d  than it had p r e v io u s ly .

T w o  r a i l r o a d s - - t h e  A la b a m a  & T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r s  
and the M o n t g o m e r y  & W est P o i n t - - w e r e  h e a v i ly  
d a m a g e d  w hen  G e n e r a l  J a m e s  W ils o n  r a id e d  A la b a m a  
in  M a r c h ,  1865. But tw o m o n t h s  l a t e r  the t r a c k s  
w e r e  op en , and tra in s  running aga in . W i ls o n  a l s o  hit 
the M o n t g o m e r y  & W est  P o in t  l in e  on this r a id .  T he  
c o m p a n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  con tin u ed  to o p e r a te  until  the 
c a p tu r e  o f  W est  P o in t  and C o lu m b u s ,  and the d e s t r u c ­
t io n  o f  its  e n t ire  r o l l in g  s to ck .  H ere  aga in , the d e s ­
t r u c t io n  m u st  have b e e n  r e p a i r e d  in  a sh o rt  t im e .  F o r  
b y  June 16, 1865, tw o m onths  a f te r  the ra id ,  the ro a d  
w a s  a g a in  op en  to  r e g u la r  t r a in s .

W hen r a id s  su ch  a s  W i l s o n 's  did o c c u r ,  r e p a i r s  
w e r e  m a d e  w ith  r e m a r k a b le  sp eed  and n o m in a l  p r o ­
f i t s  o b ta in e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s o m e  o f  the p o l i c i e s  
a d o p te d  in  W a sh in gton  at the end o f  the w a r  a id ed  th e s e  
r a i l r o a d s .  T he  g o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  s o ld  s u p ­
p l i e s  to  the l in e s  ch e a p ly  and p e r m it te d  d i r e c t o r s  to  
take  any eq u ip m en t  they  co u ld  p r o v e  had b e lo n g e d  to 
th e ir  r o a d .  M any l in e s  w e r e  a l s o  g iv en  g o v e r n m e n t  
m a i l  c o n t r a c t s  to a id  th e ir  r e c o v e r y .

The s t a te 's  p o s tw a r  p o l i c y  b e c a m e  m o r e  l i b e r a l  
t o w a r d  r a i l r o a d s  than it w as  b e f o r e  the w a r .  C i t iz e n s ,  
o n c e  aga in , ga ve  the r a i l r o a d s  th e ir  su p p o r t ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  the co n tr ib u t io n s  to the fu tu re  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the 
s ta te .  S p e c i f i c a l ly ,  it w as thought that r a i l r o a d s  
"w o u ld  e n c o u r a g e  a g r i c u l t u r e  and en a b le  b u s in e s s  to 
take  a d van tage  o f  w a te r  p o w e r  and t im b e r , "  as  w e l l
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as  " o p e n  up the r i c h  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the state 
f o r  d e v e lo p m e n t .

In 186 5 -6 6 , the A la b a m a  l e g i s la t u r e  b egan  am en d in g  
o ld  c h a r t e r  s and gra n tin g  n ew  o n e s .  D u rin g  the 1866 -67  
s e s s i o n ,  " fu r t h e r  study w as  d e v o te d  to the status o f  
the s t a te 's  r a i l r o a d s " ,  and in F e b r u a r y ,  1867, a fte r  
in c r e a s in g  "a g ita t io n  f o r  state a id , the G e n e ra l  A s ­
s e m b ly  pas  sed  an 'a c t  to e s t a b l i s h  a s y s t e m  o f  in te rn a l  
im p r o v e m e n t s  . . . ' "  B e s id e s  th is  state  a id  and the 
e x is t in g  F e d e r a l  a id , " a d d it io n a l  m o n e y  fo r  the r a i l ­
r o a d s  c a m e  f r o m  c i t i e s  and f r o m  p r iv a te  s u b s c r i p ­
t io n s .  C it ie s  that w ou ld  be  s e r v e d  by  the l in e s  and 
p r iv a te  c i t i z e n s  a lon g  the ro u te  w e r e  u rg e d  to  invest. "43

T he 1967 l e g i s la t iv e  a c t  p r o v id e d  f o r  the i s s u a n c e  
o f  state  bon d s  by  the r a i l r o a d ,  but e n d o r s e d  by  the 
G o v e r n o r  in set  a m ou n ts  f o r  p r e d e t e r m in e d  m i le a g e .  
T he  c o n c lu s io n  g e n e r a l ly  m a d e  is  that this s ituation , 
added  to the " i n c o m p e t e n c y "  o f  the G o v e r n o r ,  c r e a t e d  
the i s s u a n c e  by  the sta te  o f  b o n d s  w o r th  m o r e  than the 
a c tu a l  l in e s .  T h is  o v e r  c a p i ta l iz a t io n  r e s u l t e d  in n e c e s ­
s a r y  a d ju s tm e n ts ,  d eva lu in g  c e r t a in  bond  i s s u e s ,  and 
f la t  r e j e c t i o n  o f  s o m e  c la im s  a g a in st  the sta te , so  that 
by  1875 it w as fo r b id d e n  by  the n ew  co n s t itu t io n  f o r  
any " s u b d iv is i o n  o f  the s ta te "  to  en g a g e  in o r  e n c o u r a g e  
in te rn a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  And, a c c o r d in g  to W i l l ia m
M a rt in ,  "thus ended  the la s t  ch a p te r  in the h is t o r y  o f

• 44p u b l ic  a id  to  in te rn a l  im p r o v e m e n t s  in  A la b a m a . "
A lm o s t  e v e r y  w o r k  in p r in t  b la m e s  th is  s itu ation  

on on e  l in e ,  the N o r th e a s t  and Southw est A la b a m a  
R a i l r o a d  C o m p a n y .  T h is  l in e  w as  c h a r t e r e d  "o n  
D e c e m b e r  12, 1853, to c o n s t r u c t  a r a i l r o a d  f r o m  s o m e  
p o in t  on the Southern  R a i l r o a d ,  n e a r  M a r io n ,  M i s s i s ­
s ip p i ,  th ro u g h  Eutaw, T u s c a l o o s a ,  and E ly ton , and 
f r o m  t h e r e  to on e  o f  the r a i l r o a d s  lea d in g  to  K n o x ­
v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .  in D e c e m b e r ,  1868, the A l a ­
b a m a  and C hattan ooga  R a i l r o a d  C om p a n y  w as  f o r m e d  
by  un iting  the N o r th e a s t  and Southw est and the W i l ls
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V a l le y  l in e s .  The p r i m a r y  f ig u r e s  in th is  n ew  c o m ­
pany  w e r e  the Stanton b r o t h e r s ,  w ho had c o m e  to  A l a ­
b a m a  in 1868 f r o m  B oston

T h is  p a r t i c u la r  l in e  w as c o m p le t e d  on M ay  14, 1871. 
It a p p e a r s  a s  i f  a l l  w e r e  p le a s e d  w ith  the r o a d 's  p r o ­
g r e s s  u ntil  " the  w in ter  o f  1870-71, (when) John Stanton 
b e c a m e  the o b je c t  o f  m u c h  D e m o c r a t i c  c r i t i c i s m  b e ­
c a u s e  d u r in g  the fa l l ,  he had c o n tr ib u te d  to  R e p u b l ic a n  
c a m p a ig n  fu n ds ."  An in te r e s t in g  s id e l ig h t  to  the c o n ­
t r o v e r s y  is  that" .  . . the D e m o c r a t i c  o p p o s i t io n  to 
Stanton w as  c o m in g  m a in ly  f r o m  a r e a s  o f  the state  
w h ic h  w ou ld  not b e n e f i t  f r o m  the c o m p le t i o n  o f  h is  
r o a d . "  T h e s e  a ttack s  in c r e a s e d  a fte r  Jan u ary  1, 1971, 
" .  . . on  w h ich  date he fa i le d  to  pay  the in t e r e s t  due 
the A la b a m a  and C hattan ooga  b o n d h o ld e r s .  A s u b s e ­
quent in v e s t ig a t io n  sh ow ed  that Stanton had b e e n  g u ilty  
o f  fr a u d  in  f in a n c in g  h is  r o a d .  T h is  e v id e n c e  w as  
u s e d  by  m a n y  o f  the s t a te 's  D e m o c r a t i c  p a p e r  s to  ru in  
the re p u ta t io n  o f  both  Stanton and the R e p u b l i c a n  
P a r t y .  " 46

At l e a s t  s o m e  m it ig a t in g  e v id e n c e  can  be  found to  
a r g u e  f o r  the Stanton in t e r e s t s .  One s o u r c e  n oted  that 
the " in e x p e r i e n c e  and c o r r u p t io n  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  
R e p u b l i c a n s "  w as the p r i m a r y ,  b u t  not  the on ly  r e a s o n  
f o r  t h e s e  f r a u d s .  T he D e m o c r a t s  su p p o r te d  "th e  a c t s  
w h ic h  m a d e  th e se  fr a u d s  p o s s i b l e "  and "th e  D e m o ­
c r a t i c  o w n e r s  o f  r a i l r o a d s  a p p e a r  to h ave  b r ib e d  l e g ­
i s l a t o r s  as  f r e e l y  as Stanton b r ib e d  th em ."  T h is  s a m e  
w r i t e r  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  that " m u c h  o f  the D e m o c r a t i c  
o p p o s i t i o n  to  the A la b a m a  and C h attan ooga  C o m p a n y  
r e s u l t e d  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  r i v a l r y  ra th e r  than o p p o ­
s i t io n  to  the c o r r u p t io n  co n n e c te d  w ith  the f in a n c in g  
o f  its  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and (this o p p o s i t io n )  w as d e s t r u c ­
t iv e  ra th e r  than c o n s t r u c t iv e . " 47 O ther l igh t  is  thrown, 
on  the p o l i t i c a l  s itu at ion  by  H o r a c e  M ann B ond, w ho 
m a in ta in ed  that the state  debt to  the N orth  and South 
R a i l r o a d ,  a l s o  bu ilt  in th is  t im e ,  w as  upheld  b e c a u s e  
it w as c o n t r o l le d  by  D e m o c r a t s ;  the A la b a m a  and C h a t-
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t a n o o g a ' s c la im s  w e r e  r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  they  w e r e  R e -
A O

p u b l ica n  c o n t r o l le d .
The g e n e r a l  t e n d e n cy  has b e e n  to  b la m e  the m a jo r i t y

o f  the s t a te 's  p u b l ic  debt upon p o s t - C i v i l  W ar r a i l r o a d  
b u ild in g .  A s  Dan B e r r y  in d ica te d  " b y  1870 the state 
w as  in debt f o r  $11, 850, 000, w h ich  w as  the to ta l  par  
va lu e  o f  bon d s  lo a n e d  and e n d o r s e d  by the state f o r  
r a i l r o a d s . "  The frau d  w as  p o in ted  out w hen B e r r y  
r e f e r r e d  to  "a  s p e e c h  g iv e n  by G o v e r n o r  Sm ith in 1 8 7 0 ,"  
in w h ich  it w as  a s c e r t a in e d  that the sta te  had pur ch a se d  
642 m i l e s  o f  t r a c k  th rou g h  its  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  bon d s ,  
and that "th e  sta te  e n d o r s e m e n t s  and loa n s  a m ou n ted  
to  o v e r  $18, 400 p e r  m i le . "  T h is  w as  s o m e  $2, 400 
p e r  m i le  o v e r  the m a x im u m  e x p e n d itu re  p e r m it te d  by 
the a m e n d e d  sta te  a c t  o f  1 8 6 7 .4 9

R e g a r d le s s  o f  the d e g r e e  o f  c o r r u p t io n ,  one thing 
is  c e r t a in :  A la b a m a 's  r a i l r o a d s  con t in u ed  to g r o w  in 
the p e r io d  f r o m  1865 to  1870. On D e c e m b e r  3, 1865, 
A la b a m a  had tw o p e r  cen t  o f  the to ta l  r a i l r o a d  m i le a g e  
in the nation . D u rin g  the n ext  ten  y e a r s  this m i le a g e  
in c r e a s e d  927 m i l e s ,  o r  115 p e r  cen t ,  a g r e a t e r  p r o ­
p o r t io n a te  am ou n t  than any o th e r  Southern  sta te , and 
w as  behind on ly  K en tu cky  and G e o r g ia  in  the g r e a t e s t  
a b so lu te  i n c r e a s e .  T h is  bu ild in g  sp u rt  m a in ta in ed  
A la b a m a 's  ran k  at having tw o p e r  cen t  o f  the to ta l  
m i le a g e  o f  the United States at the end o f  1875, w h ile  
the p r o p o r t io n a t e  r a i l r o a d  m i le a g e  in  m o s t  Southern  
s ta tes  w as d e c l i n i n g .  F r o m  1867 to  1872, 777 new  
m ile s  o f  r a i l r o a d  w e r e  la id ,  m o s t  o f  it p r i o r  to 1870.5 0  

T h u s , by 1870, A la b a m a  had its  r a i l r o a d  n e tw o rk .  
It m a y  not have b e e n  ob ta in ed  th ro u g h  sound fin a n c in g  
o r  the b e s t  m e th o d s ,  but it w as  t h e r e .  B e fo r e  one 
c r i t i c i z e s  Stanton and o th e r  s l ik e  h im , it w ou ld  be w is e  
to  k e e p  the e n t ir e  s itu a tion  in p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The 
p e r i o d  in w h ich  A la b a m a 's  " n e t w o r k "  w as  c o m p le t e d  
w a s  p a rt  o f  the m o s t  c o r r u p t  e r a  in the n a t io n 's  h i s ­
t o r y .  If the D e m o c r a t s  had c o n t r o l le d  A la b a m a  d u r in g  
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  it is  l ik e ly  that c o r r u p t io n  s t i l l  w ou ld
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h ave  e x is t e d .  With A la b a m a 's  r a i l r o a d  d e v e lo p m e n t  
c a m e  fa s t e r  and b e t te r  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  o th e r  s ta tes  
and r e g i o n s .  N ew  c i t i e s  w e r e  founded  and n ew  in d u s tr y  
and g r e a t e r  e c o n o m i c  d iv e r s i t y  w e r e  a id ed  by  t h e s e  
r a i l r o a d s ,  w h ich  w e r e  an im p o r ta n t  p a rt  o f  the d e v e l ­
o p m e n t  o f  the "N ew  South. "
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