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CONFEDERATE ACTIVITIES 

IN AND AROUND 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

F r o m  the P a p e r s  of 
The Late  R e v .  Jam es  M onroe  M ason , D .D .

It is p robab le  that no com plete  h is to ry  of the o p ­
erations  o f  the C on federate  C avalry  in connection  with 
the A rm y of T en n essee  w ill  e ver  be written. The 
a rea  of country  over  w hich they w e re  sca ttered ,  e x ­
tending f r o m th e  Alleghany Mountains to the M is s i s s ip ­
pi R iv er ;  the nature o f  the s e rv ic e  in w hich they w ere  
engaged, requ ir in g  them  to act  whether upon the raid , 
the scout or  the vidette post ,  not as a com p a ct  body 
but in sm a ll  detachm ents; and the fact  that the nature 
o f  the country  prevented  their being used upon the 
great  h is to r ic  ba tt le f ie ld s , a ll  c o n s p ire  to render the 
task  of the h is to r ia n  who shall m ake the attempt, e x ­
t r e m e ly  d iff icu lt . Yet no so ld ie r  who fo l low ed  the f o r ­
tunes o f  F o r r e s t  or  o f  W heeler  should be willing to 
adm it that the s e r v ic e s  ren d ered  by this branch  o f  the 
A rm y  w ere  l e s s  im portant, the hardships endured le s s  
s e v e r e ,  the dangers  encountered  le s s  deadly, or the 
casu a lit ie s  few er  than in any other branch . Doubt­
l e s s ,  there  w e re  m any ca v a lry  reg im en ts  the list  o f  
w hose  k illed  and wounded, in the in cessan t  s k irm ish e s ,  
was as great  as that o f  the m o st  fam ous infantry r e g i ­
m ents that e ver  s to rm ed  a battery  or  c r o s s e d  b a y o ­
nets with the foe .  While no h istor ian  m ay e ver  s u c ­
ce e d  in so grouping a ll  these  as to p resen t  a fitting 
com pan ion  p ictu re  to the great infantry and a r t i l le ry
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battles ,  yet m uch  m ay be done in the way o f  p e rso n a l  
r e m in is c e n s e  to r e s c u e  the m e m o r y  o f  our C avalry  
s e r v i c e  f r o m  undeserved  ob liv ion . And if  a connected  
h is to ry  is  e ver  w ritten  its m a ter ia l  can be gathered  
in no other way. It is with a v iew  to a c co m p lish in g  
som eth in g  in this d ire c t io n  that I have undertaken m y 
p re se n t  task. Being only a s o ld ie r  in the ranks, I 
sha ll attempt to r e c ite  only that which I saw and p a r ­
t ic ipa ted  in f r o m  June 20th, 1862 to May 9th, 1865, 
the f o r m e r  being the date o f  m y en listm ent and the 
latter  o f  m y d isch a rg e  by p a ro le  at the su rre n d e r  of 
F o r r e s t .

In A p r i l  1862 the w r ite r  was a s ch o o lb o y  in Hunts­
v i l le ,  A labam a. On the m orn ing  o f  the 11th o f  that 
m onth  Huntsville was occu p ied  by the F e d e ra l  A r m y  
under Gen. O. M. M itchell.  The s ch o o l  was d isbanded, 
and the building se ized  for  m il ita ry  u se s .

Soon after this event I undertook  in com pany  with 
a s ch o o lm a te  to pass  through the lines o f  the enem y 
and m ake m y way to Southern A labam a. Being under 
m il i ta r y  age, we had no trouble  in getting p e r m is s io n  
to go fo r  a few  days to v is it  fr ien ds  in the country , but 
having spent m o re  than the sp e c i f ie d  tim e in a vain 
attem pt to evade the e n e m y 's  p ickets  and c r o s s  the 
T e n n e sse e  R iv er ,  we w e re  a fra id  to return  h om e. We 
com m u n ica ted  our fe a rs  to the friend  at w hose house 
we w e re  staying, and he in form ed  us of a s m a ll  band 
o f  C on federate  ca va lry  that was being organ ized  in the 
m ountains o f  M adison  and Jackson  counties ,  and a d ­
v is e d  us to p lace  o u rs e lv e s  under their p ro tect ion .

At this t im e there  w ere  many C onfederate  so ld ie r s  
lurking in this sect ion . A com pany o f  the 7th A labam a 
Infantry w hose t e r m  o f  s e rv ic e  had exp ired ,  reached  
their  hom es only a few  days b e fo r e  the a r r iv a l  o f  the 
F e d e ra l  A rm y  and w ere  hiding about to avoid  a r r e s t .  
T h ere  w e re  se v e ra l  f r o m  other com m ands  who w ere  
at hom e on furlough or on account of wounds or  s i c k ­
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n e s s ,  and m any p e rso n s  o f  m il ita ry  age , who had not 
yet jo ined the a rm y , w e re  a lso  co m p e l le d  to con cea l  
th em se lv es  in o r d e r  to avoid im p rison m en t .  Gen. 
B ragg  who was then m aturing his plans fo r  the m a rch  
into Kentucky, gave to Frank B. G urley  o f  F o r r e s t 's  
Regim ent a c o m m is s io n  as a Captain o f  Cavalry , and 
o rd e re d  him  to o rga n ize  these m en into a ca v a lry  c o m ­
pany, and op erate  in re a r  of the enem y. When we 
reached  his cam p he had c o l le c te d  only about one d o ­
zen  m en. This num ber was rap id ly  in c re a s e d  to new 
r e c r u it s ,  and within a w eek  or  ten days it had sw elled  
to fifty or sixty.

Though not m e m b e r s  o f  this band m y fr iend  and I 
being under their  p ro te c t io n  while awaiting an o p p o r ­
tunity to go south, w e re  co m p e lle d  to m ove  with them  
f r o m  p lace  to p la ce .  At length see ing  no opportunity 
o f  ca rry in g  out our o r ig in a l  p u rp ose , w e, on the 20th 
o f  June entered  our nam es on the C om p an y 's  r o l l ,  
being r e s p e c t iv e ly  16 and 15 y e a rs  o f  age.

The s e r v ic e  a ss ign ed  to this com pany  was both 
d iff icu lt  and d an gerou s. The T e n n e sse e  R iv e r ,  with 
an average  width o f  about eight hundred y a rd s ,  turns 
to the Southwest be low  Chattanooga and entering A la ­
bam a near B r id gep ort  pur sues this c o u r s e  to G unters-  
v i l le ,  about fifty  m ile s ,  thence turning again to the 
N orthwest, it p a s se s  out o f  A labam a at the N orth ­
w estern  c o r n e r  o f  the State. The n orth ern  bank o f  
this r iv e r  was in the p o s s e s s io n  o f  the enem y, and 
was c lo s e ly  p icketed . In the four counties  o f  A labam a 
lying north  o f  this bend there w as a la rg e  F e d e ra l  
A rm y ,  num bering perhaps twenty thousand, who o c ­
cupied  e v e r y  town and ham let of im p o rta n ce ,  and a due 
p o r t io n  o f  the f o r c e  was ca v a lry ,  engaged continually  
in scouting. This was the fie ld  o f  our op era t ion s .  Our 
d angers  w e re  in c re a s e d  by the p r e s e n c e  o f  a few  un­
au th or ized  bands of G uerilla s  in the sam e reg ion , w hose 
op erat ion s  gave the enem y p resu m p tive  ev idence  that
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a ll  the C on federates  in their  m id st  w e re  con n ected  with 
these  i r r e g u la r  bands in con sequ en ce  o f  w hich  we w ere  
in d is cr im in a te ly  outlawed. Our com m a n d er  th e r e fo r e  
w as c o m p e lle d  to d iscr im in a te  n ic e ly  betw een the 
m ethods  o f  w ar that w ere  leg it im ate  and i l leg it im a te ,  
and to e x e r c i s e  continually such co n tro l  o v e r  the p a s ­
s ion s  o f  his m en as would prevent their w reaking 
c r u e l  vengeance  upon such of the enem y as f e l l  into 
the ir  hands. The rendezvou s  o f  the com pany was in 
the mountain reg ion  along the b o rd e r  o f  M adison  and 
Jack son  counties . In the fa stn esses  o f  these m o u n ­
tains we found a safe asy lum  after e v e ry  contact with 
the en em y, and f r o m  here  as o c c a s io n  was p resen ted  
we furn ished  in form ation  o f  the e n e m y 's  m ovem en ts  
to the C on federate  f o r c e s  south of the r iv e r .

T h ere  w e re  frequent sk irm ish e s  betw een  sm a ll  
detachm ents  o f  our com pany, and scouting p a r t ie s  o f  
the enem y, and f r o m  tim e to tim e many o f  the enem y 
w e r e  captured, and either sent south o f  the r iv e r ,  o r  
r e le a s e d  on p a ro le .  I s h a l l  not attempt, a fter so m any 
y e a r s ,  to r e c o r d  each  o f  these sm a ll  en gagem ents . A 
few  a f fa irs  o f  g rea ter  magnitude I w il l  r e la te .

The f ir s t  o f  these  was not cred itab le  e ither to our 
d is c ip l in e  or  to our cou rage .  Soon after the com pany  
w as o rga n ized , we started upon som e errand  the n a ­
ture  o f  w hich I do not now r e c a l l .  Our route lay  to 
the south, as i f  we would strike the r iv e r  in the n e ig h ­
b o rh o o d  o f  G u n tersv ille .  It was n e c e s s a r y  to c r o s s  
the r a i lr o a d  along w hich  lay the la rg e s t  bod ies  o f  the 
e n em y . To avoid observa tion  we m ade a night m a rch .  
Many o f  the m en had n ever  been under f ire ,  and as 
we approached  the point o f  g rea test  danger there  was 
an evident fee ling  o f  trepidation , w hich in cre a s e d  as 
we advanced. Just b e fo re  day we d is c o v e r e d  that we 
w e re  in c lo s e  p rox im ity  to a ca v a lry  cam p. The c o m ­
pany was halted fo r  a m om ent, but b e fo r e  the p osit ion  or  
strength  o f  the enem y could be asce rta in e d ,  the bugles
6



sounded r e v e i l le .  In an instant there  was a panic. 
V ainly  the o f f i c e r s  com m anded  a halt and attempted 
to f o r m  the com pany in o r d e r .  Both m en and h orses  
w e re  so com p le te ly  p o s s e s s e d  by fea r  as to be uncon ­
tro l la b le .  Many a man who at a la ter  day showed the 
m o st  ad m irab le  co o ln e s s  and cou ra ge  in the m idst o f  
re a l  d angers , was now t e r r o r - s m it t e n  and turned and 
fled . As is  usual in such c a s e s ,  as soon  as the s ta m ­
pede began the contagion  spread  like f i r e  in stubble. 
Soon we w e re  a ll in headlong flight. E v e ry  bush and 
t re e  was m agnified  into an enem y; e v e r y  f lee ing  h o r s e ­
man thought the co m ra d e  just in his r e a r  was a fed era l  
cava lrym an  about to deal a s a b e rs tro k e .  We ran until 
daylight rev e a le d  to us our fo l ly .  In the m eantim e we 
had b e co m e  badly sca ttered  and m any days passed  
b e fo r e  the com m and was reunited . It is but just to 
state that at this t im e m any o f  us had no a rm s .

On another o c c a s io n  we r e c e iv e d  in form ation  o f  a 
wagon train  approach ing  Huntsville  on the Fayetteville  
turnpike, and accom p a n ied  by a sm a ll  e s c o r t .  By a 
night r ide  we s u cce e d e d  in su rp r is in g  and d isp ers in g  
this party, and capturing a quantity o f  supp lies ,  such 
as w e re  needful.

Soon after this, we w ere  o u r s e lv e s  su rp r ised ,  in 
daylight, at a point near New M arket, in M adison 
County, and su ffered  a lo s s  o f  one man badly wounded 
and se v e r a l  captured. D espite  our s u r p r is e  and d is -  
c o m f o rture  we re trea ted  in good o r d e r ,  and esca ped  
am ong the m ountains.

While these events w e re  taking p la ce ,  Captain 
H am brick  o f  F o r r e s t 's  R egim ent su cce e d e d  in c r o s s ­
ing the T en n essee  R iver  with his com pany, and united 
with us. Our entire  f o r c e  at this tim e con s isted  of 
two com p a n ies ,  m u ster ing  about one hundred and fifty 
m en. Thus re e n fo r c e d ,  we w ere  enabled to act with 
g re a te r  bo ld n ess ,  and to undertake som e  e n te rp r ise s  
o f  g re a te r  magnitude than any we had p re v io u s ly  at-
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tem pted . The enem y w e re  using the M em phis  and 
C h ar leston  R. R. fo r  the pu rp ose  o f  m oving tro o p s  
and su p plies .  Even when our num bers  w e re  s m a ll  we 
had s e v e r a l  t im es  in te r fe re d  with their  use o f  this 
r a i lr o a d ,  by rem ov in g  ra i ls  at d ifferent points ,  so 
that they w e re  f o r c e d  to station g a rr iso n s  near  each  
other  a ll  along the ra i lro a d  f r o m  Huntsville to Steven­
son. One o f  the stations occu p ied  by a g a rr is o n  was 
the Flint R iver  b r id ge , tw elve m ile s  east o f  Hunts­
v i l le .  This c o v e re d ,  w ooden br idge  was con verted  
into a b lo ck  house, and furnished with bullet p r o o f  
gates  at each  end.

When Capt. H am brick  united with us, B r a g g 's  
a r m y  had a lread y  turned the en e m y 's  flank, and w e re  
upon the m a rch  to Kentucky. Part of our duty now 
was to ob s tru ct  the re trea t  o f  the f o r c e  in N orth A la ­
bam a, and a plan was m atured fo r  capturing and 
burning this b r id ge .  Our scouts  learned  that the d o o r s  
w e r e  kept open during the daytim e and that m any o f  
the g a rr is o n  am used th e m se lv e s  bathing in the r iv e r .  
We hoped to be able to get near enough to capture this 
b r id g e  by a sudden dash. We dism ounted in the w oods 
and ap proached  as near as we could under c o v e r .  
Many o f  the F ed era l  s o ld ie rs  w ere  bathing in the r iv e r ,  
o th ers  w e re  am using th em se lv es  in variou s  w ays. We 
fe lt  that the p r iz e  was a lm ost  in our grasp . Just then 
the sentinel on duty d is c o v e re d  us and f ir e d ;  those  o f  
the g a r r is o n  n ea res t  the br idge  rushed to their  a r m s ;  
the bathers  in the r iv e r  grabbed  their clothing and ran 
into the b r idge  and the heavy d oors  c lo se d  with a bang. 
T h ose  o f  our party w hose  guns w e re  o f  long enough 
range am used  th em se lv es  by fir ing a few shots. Our 
plan had fa iled , and we drew  off. The p r o g r e s s  o f  
B r a g g 's  a rm y  through East T en n essee  now began to 
n e ce s s ita te  the re m o v a l  o f  la rge  bod ies  o f  F ed era l  
t ro o p s  f r o m  W est T en n essee  and M is s is s ip p i  to East 
T e n n essee .  Their  line o f  m a rch  lay just along the
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line of T en nessee  and A labam a. Learn ing o f  their  
p assag e  through the country we m oved  in that d i r e c ­
tion for  the p u rp ose  o f  in ter fer in g  as m uch as p o s ­
s ib le  with their  p r o g r e s s ,  and ob se rv in g  their m o v e ­
m ents . While watching what is l o c a l ly  known as the 
Ginn Spring road , we learned  that a F e d e ra l  G eneral, 
ignorant o f  our p rox im ity  had p a ssed  with an e s c o r t  
o f  only four or  five  hundred cava lry .  He was s e v e ra l  
hours in advance o f  us, but the p r iz e  was too alluring 
to be e a s ily  re linqu ished , and we fo l low ed  upon roads 
p a r a l le l  to his line o f  m a rch . At night he encam ped 
at R ock  Springs. It was night when we reached  the 
ne ighborhood  o f  his cam p. N early  the whole night 
was spent in secu r in g  gu ides , and getting the n eces  sary  
in form ation  as to the lo ca t ion  o f  the cam p. When 
these  w ere  se cu re d  the night was far advanced and a plan 
was hastily  com m u n ica ted  to the m en fo r  su rpr is in g  
the cam p and capturing the G eneral.

We approached  as near as was prudent on h o r s e ­
back, d ism ounted and divided into two p a rt ies  to attack 
on opposite  s id e s .  One o f  these  p art ies  reached  its 
pos it ion  at a fen ce  about one hundred ya rd s  f r o m  the 
cam p, and found the F ed era ls  a lread y  a s t ir .  They 
waited patiently for  the p r e co n ce r te d  signal. B e fore  
the other party  was ready  fo r  the attack the F ed era ls  
had mounted and begun their m arch .

This o f f i c e r  who cam e so near to fa lling  into our 
hands was G enera l G eorg e  H. T h om a s.

We had fo l low ed  him  further than we could  prudently 
go, and turned again in the d ire c t io n  o f  our ren d ezvou s .  
We m a rch ed  rap id ly  by the m o st  o b s c u r e  roads  and 
without halting to eat or  r e s t ,  about nine o ' c l o c k  in 
the m orn ing  c r o s s e d  again the Ginn Springs road  at a 
point about s ix  m ile s  north  o f  New M arket. As we 
c r o s s e d  this road we o b s e rv e d  that tro o p s  had been 
p a ss in g .  We w ere  halted and fo rm e d  in line p a ra l le l  
to the road  in the open w ood s .  C a p t a i n  G u r l e y ,
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m o u n te d  on a la r g e  g r e y  m a r e  tu rn ed  dow n the ro a d  
in  the d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  w h ich  the F e d e r a l s  had c o m e  
and r o d e  tw o o r  th re e  hundred  y a r d s  to s e e  i f  o th e r s  
w e r e  n e a r  at hand. We saw  h im  w h e e l  and s ta r t  b a c k  
at a g a l lo p ,  and in a n oth er  m o m e n t  we saw  fo u r  c a v ­
a l r y m e n  in  c l o s e  p u rsu it .  A s  s o o n  as he r e a c h e d  ou r  
p o s i t i o n  he tu rn ed  and o r d e r e d  a c h a r g e .  T he F e d ­
e r a l s  d i s c o v e r e d  us at the s a m e  m o m e n t  and f l e d .  
O ur c o lu m n  e n te r e d  the r o a d ,  le ft  in f r o n t ,  w h ich  
t h r e w  G u r le y 's  own co m p a n y  in a d v a n c e .  We had 
p u r s u e d  about a q u a r te r  o f  a m i le  w hen we ran  into 
a b o d y  o f  c a v a l r y ,  a m on g  w h o m  w e d i s c h a r g e d  ou r  
d o u b le  b a r r e l  shotguns w ith  fa ta l  e f f e c t .  T h o s e  o f  us 
in  f r o n t  p a s s e d  m a n y  o f  th em , and le f t  th e m  to be 
c a p tu r e d  by the m en  beh ind  u s .  A s w e b e c a m e  i n t e r ­
m in g le d  w ith  th e m  in th e ir  f l ig h t  w e e m p t ie d  s e v e r a l  
s a d d le s .  N ext w e p a s s e d  a w ag on  ca m p  by the r o a d ­
s id e ,  and then e n te r e d  a lon g  lan e .

E v e r y th in g  in fr o n t  o f  us w as  p a n i c - s t r i c k e n .  In 
the lan e  we o v e r t o o k  a buggy  con ta in in g  tw o F e d e r a l  
o f f i c e r s .  F ir in g  on th e se  as w e  c a m e  up w ith  th e m , 
o n e  w a s  w ounded  and the o th er  s u r r e n d e r e d  and h a s t i ly  
s ta tin g  that the w ounded  o f f i c e r  w as Gen. M c C o o k ,  
a p p e a le d  to us f o r  h e lp . Capt. G u r le y  w ho w a s  w ith  
the head  o f  the co lu m n  stop p ed  and c a u s e d  the G e n e r a l  
to  be c a r r i e d  into a h ou se  n e a r b y ,  w h e re  he e x p ir e d  in 
a s h o r t  t im e .  The fa ta l  shot had p a s s e d  th rou g h  h is  
b o d y  f r o m  the r e a r ,  c o m in g  out n e a r  the b u ck le  o f  his 
s w o r d  b e lt .  B y  w h o se  hand the fa ta l shot w as  f i r e d  is  
n ot  know n , as th re e  o r  fo u r  w e r e  f i r in g  at the s a m e  
in stan t. D uring  the p a u se  w h ich  o c c u r  red  at the k i l l in g  
o f  Gen. M c C o o k ,  this w r i t e r  w ith  one o th e r  co m p a n io n  
p r e s s e d  f o r w a r d  and f o r  a c o n s id e r a b le  d is ta n c e  kept 
c l o s e  to the r e a r  o f  the f le e in g  F e d e r a l s .  A s  w e 
r e a c h e d  the end o f  the land a F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  ju st  in 
f r o n t  o f  m e ,  th re w  h im s e l f  f r o m  his h o r s e  and f led  into 
the w o o d s .  B e in g  d e te r m in e d  to  k i l l  o r  ca p tu re  h im ,
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i f  p o s s ib le ,  I turned  m y  h o r s e  into the w o o d s ,  b e in g  
at a fu ll  run. A bout tw enty  fee t  f r o m  the road  m y  
h o r s e  ran  u n der  a sw in g in g  g r a p e v in e  w h ich  caught 
m e  about the m id d le  o f  the b od y . I w as  su sp en d ed  fo r  
a m o m e n t  in m id a ir  w ith  m y  fe e t  e n t a n g l e d  in the 
s t i r r u p s  until  the sa d d le  g ir th  b r o k e  and I f e l l  h e a v i ly  
to the g ro u n d . Just a fte r  I le ft  the r o a d  m y  co m p a n io n  
o v e r t o o k  and ca p tu re d  s e v e r a l  m u s i c i a n s  on fo o t ,  
th e s e  b e in g  the f i r s t  in fa n try m a n  e n c o u n te r e d .

W hile  I w as  h a s t i ly  r e p a ir in g  the e f f e c t s  o f  m y  
d i s a s te r  s e v e r a l  o f  ou r  c o m r a d e s  p a s s e d ,  and about 
one hundred  y a r d s  fu r th e r  on  th e se  w e r e  sa lu ted  with 
a v o l l e y  f i r e d  by an in fa n try  co lu m n  w h ich  had h a st i ly  
f o r m e d  a c r o s s  the r o a d .  At th is  v o l l e y  they  turned  
and f led ,  e x c e p t  one w h o s e  h or  se ,  b e in g  b eyon d  c o n t r o l  
c a r r i e d  h im  into and th rou g h  the c o lu m n  o f  in fa n try ,  
and he e s c a p e d  w ith  no g r e a t e r  h a r m  than a s l igh t  
w ound in his  h o r s e .

T hough we had n ow  d i s c o v e r e d  the p r e s e n c e  o f  a 
la r g e  f o r c e  o f  in fa n try  we to o k  a dvan tage  o f  th e ir  d e ­
m o r a l i z a t io n  and d e l ib e r a t e ly  re tu r n e d  o v e r  the grou n d  
that had b e e n  c o v e r e d  in  the m e le e ,  and g a th e re d  up the 
s p o i ls  o f  ou r  v i c t o r y .  T h e s e  c o n s is t e d  o f  a c o n s i d e r ­
a b le  supp ly  o f  a r m s  and o th e r  m a t e r ia l  o f  w a r ,  and a 
l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p r i s o n e r s ,  though m a n y  o f  the la t te r  
n ot  be in g  p la c e d  u n der  gu a rd  as s o o n  as  ca p tu re d ,  e s ­
ca p ed  to the w o o d s  and s o o n  r e jo in e d  th e ir  f r ie n d s .

S om e p a r t ie s  who p a s s e d  o v e r  the e n t ire  d is ta n ce  
o f  ou r  p u rs u it  and c la im e d  to  have cou n ted  the dead  
g a v e  the n u m b e r  as  t w e n ty -o n e ,  in c lu d in g  G e n e r a l  
M c C o o k .  A m o n g  ou r  p r i s o n e r s  w as  Capt. B r o c k  o f  
Gen. M c C o o k 's  s ta ff .  M o s t  o f  the p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  
G e r m a n s  and co u ld  not sp e a k  E n g lish .

A s  s o o n  as  we had g a th e re d  up the s p o i l s  we r e ­
t r e a te d  to ou r  s tro n g h o ld  in  the m ou n ta in s .

A s  s o o n  as  the d e m o r a l i z e d  t r o o p s  o f  Gen. M c C o o k  
w e r e  r e o r g a n iz e d  they  b eg a n  to e x e c u te  th e ir  v e n g e a n ce
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u pon  the d e f e n c e l e s s  inhabitants  o f  the co u n tr y .  E v e r y  
h o u s e  w ith in  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  o f  the s c e n e  o f  s t r i f e  w as 
b u rn e d  to  the g rou n d . E ven  the fa m i ly  w ho had s h e l t e r e d  
and m in is t e r e d  to th e ir  u n fortunate  c o m m a n d e r  in his 
dy in g  m o m e n ts  s u f fe r e d  the c o m m o n  fa te .  T h e s e  
c i t i z e n s  w e r e  w h o lly  in n ocen t  o f  c o m p l i c i t y  w ith  u s .  
T h e  c o m m u n ity  w as one in w h ich  w e had not b e e n  b e ­
f o r e ,  n o r  had we b een  in c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  the p e o ­
p le .  It is  to be hoped  that th is  t e r r ib l e  v e n g e a n c e  w as  
but the venting  o f  the b lind fu r y  o f  the c o m m o n  s o l d i e r s ,  
and that it w as  not a u th o r iz e d  by  the o f f i c e r s  in  c o m ­
m a n d .

A m o n g  the t r o p h ie s  o f  th is  f igh t ,  w as the s w o r d  
w h ic h  w as p r e s e n te d  to  G en. M c C o o k  by the C o n g r e s s  
o f  the United S tates, w h ich  b o r e  upon  its  b lad e  an i n ­
s c r ip t i o n  c o m m e n d a t o r y  o f  h is  g a l la n try .

T h e  im m e d ia te  r e s u l t s  o f  th is  s k i r m is h  w e r e  h igh ly  
b e n e f i c i a l  to the inhabitants o f  that s e c t io n ,  e x c e p t in g  
t h o s e  w ho w e r e  in the im m e d ia t e  v ic in i ty  and w h o  s u f ­
f e r e d  as  a b o v e  d e s c r ib e d .  It put an end to the d e p r a -  
d a t io n s  o f  s t ra g g l in g  p a r t ie s ,  and f o r c e d  the e n e m y  
to  k e e p  in  c o m p a c t  b o d ie s  in m a r c h in g .

T o  th o se  who w e r e  the im m e d ia te  a c t o r s ,  it b ro u g h t  
a n o th e r  b en e fit .  T h ro u g h  the F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  w ho w as 
c a p tu r e d ,  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  w e r e  op en ed  w ith  the F e d ­
e r a l  a u th o r i t ie s ,  and ou r  o f f i c e r  s w e r e  en a b led  to  sh ow  
t h e ir  c o m m i s s i o n s  and obta in  f o r  us r e c o g n i t io n  as  
r e g u la r  C o n fe d e r a te  t r o o p s  w ith  a l l  the r ig h ts  o f  b e l ­
l i g e r e n t s .  In a fe w  days our p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  p a r o le d  
and t h e s e  p a r o l e s  w e r e  r e c o g n iz e d  by the F e d e r a l  
a u th o r i t ie s .

T he rep u ta t ion  o f  a b r a v e ,  sk i l l fu l  and h o n o r a b le  
o f f i c e r  o f  the C o n fe d e r a te  A r m y  d em a n d s  that I, a 
p a r t ic ip a n t  in this a f fa i r ,  and a w itn e s s  o f  the fa ta l  
w ounding  o f  Gen. M c C o o k ,  should  so  fa r  d e p a r t  f r o m  
the th rea d  o f  m y  n a r r a t iv e  as to r e la te  the r e m o t e  
e f f e c t s  o f  th is a f fa ir  upon  Capt. F . B . G u r le y .  The
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r e p o r t s  o f  th is  s k i r m i s h  that r e a c h e d  the n o r th  ca u se d  
g r e a t  in d ign a tion . It w as  stated  that G en. M c C o o k  f e l l  
b y  the hand o f  G u r le y  h im s e l f ,  a f te r  he had s u r r e n d e r e d .  
One r e p o r t  w as  that he w as  m u r d e r e d  w h ile  ly ing  s i c k  
in an a m b u la n c e .  Capt. G u r le y  w as  r e p r e s e n t e d  as  a 
G u e r r i l la  and a d e s p e r a d o .

In 1863 th is  o f f i c e r  w as  ca p tu re d .  Instead  o f  b e in g  
t r e a te d  as a p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r ,  he w as  i n c a r c e r a t e d  in 
the T e n n e s s e e  State P e n ite n t ia r y  and h e ld  th e r e  until 
the c l o s e  o f  the w a r ,  w hen  in  the g e n e r a l  p r i s o n  d e ­
l i v e r y  he w as  r e l e a s e d .  He r e tu r n e d  to  h is  h o m e  in 
M a d is o n  C ounty , A la b a m a .  In the f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  a fte r  
the w ar he w as  h o n o r e d  by h is  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  with the 
o f f i c e  o f  S h e r i f f  o f  h is  cou n ty . W hile  h o ld in g  that o f ­
f i c e  the m a l i c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  op p on en ts  t ru m p e d  up the 
o ld  c h a r g e s  a g a in s t  h im  and he w as  a r r e s t e d ,  h ea v i ly  
i r o n e d ,  i n c a r c e r a t e d  in  ja i l ,  t r ie d  by  a m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  
f o r  m u r d e r ,  and s e n te n c e d  to  death . In a l l  th e se  p r o ­
c e e d in g s  t h e r e  w as g r e a t  h a ste ,  and the c o n v ic t io n  
w as  e n t i r e ly  upon  e x  p a r te  e v id e n c e .  A r e p r i e v e  w as  
gra n ted  by the P r e s id e n t  until he c o u ld  h im s e l f  i n v e s ­
t ig a te  the e v id e n c e ,  and a fte r  a c a r e f u l  h e a r in g  o f  the 
s a m e  he o v e r r u le d  the se n te n ce  and se t  Capt. G u r le y  
at l ib e r t y .

The q u e s t i o n  "W h o  K il led  G en . M c C o o k ? "  can  
n e v e r  be a n s w e r e d ,  but th is  w r i t e r  d o e s  not  b e l ie v e ,  
n o r  d o e s  C apt. G u r le y  that he (G u r le y )  f i r e d  the fa ta l 
shot .

It is  c e r t a in  that the M c C o o k  f igh t  w a s  as  g r e a t  a 
s u r p r i s e  to  us as  it w as to  the e n e m y .  W e a c c id e n t ly  
ra n  into the e n e m y .  We fou gh t w ithout p r e m e d i ta t io n ,  
d e l ib e r a t io n ,  p lan  o r  p u r p o s e .  Our s u c c e s s  w a s  
w h o l ly  due to the fa c t  that (to u se  one o f  Gen. F o r r e s t ' s  
e x p r e s s i o n s )  "W e  got the bu lge  on th e m ."  Had w e  
k n ow n  what la y  b e f o r e  us it is  p r o b a b le  that w e w ou ld  
h a v e  r e t r e a t e d  w ithout f i r in g  a gun. Or had w e w ith  
d e l i b e r a t e  p u r p o s e  m a d e  a c a v a l r y  c h a r g e  upon a
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D iv is ion  o f  F e d e ra l  Infantry would have shown us as 
co u ra g e o u s  and w ell  d isc ip lin ed  as the noted "L ight 
B r ig a d e "  w hose  charge  into the v a l l e y  o f  death at 
Balaklava w ill  l ive  in h is tory ,  in s tory , and in song 
as long as humanity reta ins  its adm iration  o f  va lo r  
and h e r o is m .  As I am  the f i r s t  participant in this 
a f fa ir  who has e ver  published an account o f  it f r o m  
the C on federate  standpoint, I have thought it but just 
to enter into these deta ils , that a gallant and honorab le  
o f f i c e r  m ay be v indicated  f r o m  a lleged  c r im e ,  and 
that the a ffa ir  i t s e l f  m ay be put upon r e c o r d  by one o f  
the few  participants  who s til l  su rv iv e s .

Of the four C on federates  who w e re  n e a re s t  Gen. 
M c C o o k  when he fe ll ,  one was k illed  in the ca v a lry  
attack  on F ort  D onelson  F eb ru ary  3, 1863, another 
w as k illed  in battle near K ennesaw  Mountain, G a . , 
June 9th, 1864. The other two w ere  Capt. G urley  and 
the w r ite r .

During the im p rison m en t of Capt. G urley , though 
I was in a d i s t a n t  p la ce ,  I com m u nicated  with h im  
through  fr ien ds  and o f fe re d  to share with h im  the h a r d ­
sh ips o f  p e rse cu t io n .  This o f fe r  he m agn an im ously  
d e c l in e d .  I then put a ll the in form ation  in m y p o s s e s ­
s ion  at the com m and o f  Hon. D. C. H um phries  and M r. 
B en jam in  Jolly  o f  Huntsville , A la ., who p la ced  it b e ­
f o r e  P res id en t  Johnson, and secu red  am nesty  both fo r  
Capt. G urley  and m y s e l f .

In con sequ en ce  o f  the exaggerated  r u m o r s  as to 
our strength, which w e re  c ircu la ted  am ong the enem y 
a fte r  this sk irm ish , they s e ld o m  m oved  f r o m  their  
g a r r is o n s  except  in la rge  n u m bers ,  and we had the 
w hole  country  open to us, and m oved  about with great 
f r e e d o m . Our scou ts  frequently  f ire d  on the e n e m y 's  
p ick e ts ,  and thus kept up the im p re s s io n  as to our 
strength. In this way a gen era l  engagem ent was p r e ­
vented, our safety  se cu re d ,  and the country re l ie v e d  
f r o m  the depredations  of s tra g g le rs .
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The o f f i c e  o f  the A djutant G e n e r a l ,  U. S. A r m y ,  
has su b m itted  the fo l lo w in g  d e ta i ls  o f  the m i l i t a r y  
c a r e e r  o f  B r ig a d ie r  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  L .  M c C o o k :

The records show that one Robert L. McCook was 
mustered into service 8 May 1861 at Camp Harrison,
Ohio, as colonel of the 9th Regiment Ohio Infantry, 
was appointed B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  of Volunteers 
20 March 1862, was shot by Guerillas 5 August 1862 
near New Market, Alabama, while riding sick in an 
ambulance enroute to Decherd, Tennessee, and died 
from his wounds 6 August 1862. At the time of mus­
ter into service, he stated that he was 31 years of age.

The fa c ts  o f  the e n g a g e m e n ts  as r e c o r d e d  by  a 
r e s p o n s ib l e  e y e - w i t n e s s  and p a r t ic ip a n t  in  the a c t io n ,  
d i r e c t ly  c o n t r a d ic t in g  the r e p o r t  f i l e d  in  the Adjutant 
G e n e r a l 's  o f f i c e ,  sh ou ld  be  o f  in t e r e s t  to  a l l  students 
o f  C o n fe d e ra te  h is t o r y .
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H U NTSVILLE'S GREEN ACADEMY 

1812-1862
B y  O.  C .  S k ip p er

T h e  le g i s la t u r e  o f  the M i s s i s s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y  in  the 
e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  the n in eteen th  ce n tu r y  had to  c o n c e r n  
i t s e l f  w ith  p r o b l e m s  o f  con st itu en ts  w ho w e r e  c r e a t in g  
h o m e  s i t e s  f r o m  a w i ld e r n e s s  f r o m  w h ich  the f o r m e r  
o c c u p a n ts ,  f o r  m o s t  p a r t ,  had r e c e n t ly  b een  e x p e l l e d .  
T h e  e d u ca t io n  o f  the you th  r e q u i r e d  le g i s la t iv e  a s s i s ­
t a n c e ,  h e n ce  on N o v e m b e r  25, 1812, the l e g i s la t u r e  
a u t h o r iz e d  the e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  G r e e n  A c a d e m y ,  the 
f i r s t  c h a r t e r e d  s c h o o l  in M a d ison  cou n ty  (A la b a m a ) ;  
the  s e c o n d  in the t e r r i t o r y .  1

A f t e r  a u th o r iz in g  the A c a d e m y ,  the l e g i s la t u r e  a p ­
p o in te d  f i f t e e n  t r u s t e e s ,  and in January , 1814, added  f iv e  
m o r e .  Still  the s c h o o l  s e e m s  to have e x is t e d  m e r e l y  
on  p a p e r .  T h inking p e rh a p s  that m o r e  T r u s t e e s  w e r e  
n e e d e d ,  the la w m a k e r s  added  s ix  in  N o v e m b e r ,  1818. 
T h e  e n la r g e d  B o a rd  w as a u th o r iz e d  to s e l e c t  a s i te  f o r  
the s c h o o l ,  e r e c t  b u ild in g s ,  e l e c t  t e a c h e r s ,  and f i l l  
v a c a n c i e s  in the g o v e r n in g  b od y . The le g i s la t u r e  w as  
fa r  s igh ted  in e s ta b l is h in g  the A c a d e m y  and in p r o v id in g  
it w ith  a b o a r d  o f  p r o m in e n t  c i t i z e n s ,  but it gave  it 
"n o  sp len d id  and m u n if ice n t  en d ow m en t.2

In 1816, h o w e v e r ,  the la w m a k e r s  b egan  to  p r o v id e  
f in a n c ia l  a s s is t a n c e  f o r  the A c a d e m y ,  gran tin g  it $500. 
A d e c a d e  la te r  they  a l lo w e d  the s c h o o l  to  r e c e i v e  a l l  
f in e s  and f o r f e i t u r e s  c o l l e c t e d  in M a d is o n  county  fo r
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f iv e  y e a r s .  T he l e g i s l a t o r s  a g r e e d  to  p e r m it  the 
T r u s t e e s  to  r a i s e  up to  $ 4 ,0 0 0  by  l o t t e r y  and e x e m p te d  
the p r o p e r t y  o f  the s c h o o l  f r o m  t e r r i t o r i a l  and l o c a l  
t a x e s .  A p p a re n t ly  the l o t t e r y  w as  n e v e r  u se d ,  but in 
1818 the A c a d e m y  r e c e i v e d  a d d it ion a l a id  in  the am ount 
o f  $2, 000 f r o m  the p r o f i t s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  the sa le  o f  
s h a r e s  in the P la n te r s  and M e r c h a n ts  Bank in H unts­
v i l l e .  M e a n t im e ,  " s u b s c r ip t i o n  p a p e r s "  w e r e  c i r ­
cu la ted  l o c a l l y  and w e r e  " l i b e r a l l y  f i l l e d .3

The s c h o o l  m a y  have  b e e n  o p e r a t in g  f o r  s o m e  t im e  
in  m a k e s h i f t  q u a r t e r s .  By  A u gu st  3, 1821, h o w e v e r ,  the 
B o a r d  had a c c u m u la te d  $2, 500, w h ic h  the T r u s t e e s  
c o n s id e r e d  adequ ate  to e r e c t  a su itab le  b u ild in g . W ith ­
out m en t ion in g  a t e a c h e r  o r  t e a c h e r s ,  the T r u s t e e s  
a p p e a le d  to  the p e o p le  to  p a t r o n iz e  the A c a d e m y .  The 
la c k  o f  adequ ate  su p p o r t  w as  "a  standing r e p r o a c h  to 
the c i t i z e n s  o f  the a r e a . " 4 W hile  c o n s t r u c t io n  p r o ­
c e e d e d  the s c h o o l  w ou ld  con tin u e  to  o p e r a t e ,  but n e ith er  
it n o r  any s i m i la r  in s t itu t ion  in M a d is o n  County m e t  
the e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  the p e o p le .5 O f th e s e  on ly  G re e n  
had been  in c o r p o r a t e d  o r  had r e c e i v e d  sta te  su p p ort .

T en  y e a r s  a fte r  the A c a d e m y  w as c h a r t e r e d  and 
fo l lo w in g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  h a p h a za rd  o p e ra t io n ,  it 
e n te r e d  a new  e r a  o f  l i f e .  On D e c e m b e r  30, 1822, the 
T r u s t e e s  pa id  John B rah an  and h is  w i fe  M a r y  $600 f o r  
fo u r  a c r e s  o f  land at the n o r th e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  the in ­
t e r s e c t i o n  o f  E ast  C lin ton  and C a lhoun  s t r e e t s .6  A 
local  p a p e r  c a r r i e d  a g low in g  op in io n  o f  the p r o p o s e d  
lo c a t i o n  o f  the s c h o o l ,  stating  that it w ou ld  be in a 
" p le a s a n t  g r o v e , "  on  a b eau t ifu l  e m in e n c e  about a 
q u a r te r  o f  a m i le  f r o m  tow n. T he s itu ation  w as  one o f  
the m o s t  " e l i g i b l e  p o s s i b l e . "  A l m o s t  s u r r o u n d e d  by  
m o u n ta in s ,  it  w as  r e g a r d e d  as  one  o f  the h e a lth ie s t  
s p o ts  in N o rth  A la b a m a ,  a d ja ce n t  to  one  o f  the w e a l t h i ­
e s t  and m o s t  p op u lou s  a r e a s  in the w e s t e r n  w o r ld .  7

T h e r e  w as to be a s e p a r a te  b u ild in g  f o r  s m a l l  b o y s  
in an E n g l ish  S ch o o l .  The o th er  b u i ld in g s  w ould  a c ­
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c o m o d a t e  up to  100 students in  a C l a s s i c a l  S c h o o l .  
T h e s e  t h r e e  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  
to  f o r m  a s m a l l  q u a d ra n g le .  T h is  p lan  w as  thought to 
p o s e  l e s s  d a n ger  f r o m  f i r e ,  and p r o v id e  a p la y g ro u n d  
in the c e n t e r .  The tw o p r in c ip a l  b u ild in g s  had t h r e e  
th ir ty  by  tw e n t y - fo u r  fe e t  r o o m s ,  e a c h  w ith  tw o  f i r e ­
p l a c e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  fo u r  a d d it ion a l r o o m s  e ig h te e n  
by  e ig h te e n  fe e t ,  e a c h  w ith  a s e p a r a te  f i r e p la c e .  F o r  
the s c h o o l  p r in c ip a l  the T r u s t e e s  p lanned to  p r o v id e  a 
d w e l l in g ,  in c lu d in g  a k it ch e n  and a " g r e e n  g a r d e n ." 8
H is p a y , d e r iv e d  f r o m  tu it ion , w ou ld  am ou n t to  at 
l e a s t  $1, 000 a y e a r ,  the T r u s t e e s  p r o m i s e d .  In it ia l ly  
the a p p o in tm en t  w ou ld  be f o r  on ly  a y e a r ;  but a f te r  the 
p r i n c i p a l  p r o v e d  h im s e l f ,  he cou ld  e x p e c t  a c o n t r a c t  
f o r  a l o n g e r  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  9

In 1824-1825 th e r e  w e r e  b e tw e e n  th ir ty  and fo r t y  
s tu d en ts  o f  v a r y in g  a g e s  and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  w ho 
had to  be a r r a n g e d  into c l a s s e s .  T o  ga in  a d m is s io n ,  
a b o y  had to be p r e p a r e d  to  study E n g lish  g r a m m e r ,  
a r i t h m e t i c ,  and e le m e n t a r y  g e o g ra p h y .

T h e  t u i t i o n  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  r e a s o n a b le .  The 
C la s  s i c a l  S ch o o l  in  N o v e m b e r ,  1823, ch a r g e d  ten d o l la r  s 
a q u a r t e r  p a y a b le  in  a d v a n ce  to the t r e a s u r e r ,  L e m u e l  
M e a d .  F o r  students in the "h ig h e r  s t u d ie s , "  in c lu d in g  
" v u lg a r  a r i t h m e t i c , "  the c h a r g e  w as tw e n t y - f iv e  d o l la r  s 
a q u a r t e r .  In a dd it ion  students  paid  tw o d o l l a r s  f o r  
r e p a i r s ,  w a te r  and fu e l .  In A u gu st ,  1850, tu it ion  in the 
E n g l is h  S ch o o l  w as  s ix  d o l la r s  and s e v e n  d o l l a r s  and 
f i f ty  ce n ts  in the C la s s i c a l  S c h o o l . 10

A c o m m it t e e  o f  the B o a rd  d e le g a te d  in A u gu st ,  1823, 
to  s e c u r e  a t e a c h e r  fo r  the C la s  s i c a l  S ch o o l  an n ou n ced  
that an "u n e x c e p t io n a b le  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r "  w as  an 
e s s e n t ia l  q u a l i f i c a t io n .  T he c a n d id a te 's  a t ta ch m en t  to 
h is  p r o f e s s i o n  and the p o w e r  to e x c i t e  in his pu p ils  
a rd e n t  and a c t iv e  e f f o r t  f o r  th e ir  own im p r o v e m e n t  
w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  as  im p o r ta n t  as k n o w le d g e  o f  the s u b ­
je c t  taught. He w ou ld  o f f e r  G r e e k  and Latin  C l a s s i c s ,

18



19

and such a c o u r s e  in s c ie n ce  as was usually  taught in 
the best a ca d e m ie s .

The quest resu lted  in the s e l e c t i o n  o f  Andrew 
W ills ,  a Scotsm an  and graduate o f  the U niversity  o f  
A berdeen , and a teach er  in F r e d e r ic k s b u r g ,  Virginia, 
s in ce  1819. He had subm itted in support o f  his a p p lica ­
tion, im p r e s s iv e  tes t im on ia ls  con cern in g  his m o r a l  
ch a ra c te r ,  ass iduou s  habits, a cco m p lish m e n ts  as a 
c la s s i c a l  and sc ie n t i f ic  s ch o lar ,and  s k i l la s  an in s tru c ­
to r .  With A. E. R u sse l l  a ss is t in g ,  the A cadem y r e ­
sum ed operation  after a short vacation , in the autumn 
o f  1823.11 The C om m ittee  thought it had m ade a f o r ­
tunate se le ct ion ;  o thers  shared this v iew . A group 
o f  tru stees  in January, 1825, ex to lled  W ills  fo r  " a s ­
siduity, m o ra lity ,  and le a rn in g ,"  and the Alabam a R e ­
publican  in its is su e  o f  January 4, 1825, r e fe r r e d  to 
the "rap id  grow th and flourish ing  condition  o f  the infant 
s e m in a r y ."  The en ro llm en t  was about s ixty. M e s s r s .  
W ills  and R u sse l l  w e re  noted as "m e n  o f  l i te ra ry  and 
s c ie n t i f ic  a cq u irem en ts ."12

W ills  soon  assu m ed  additional duties, w hich he 
a ssu red  his patrons would not in te r fe re  with his s ch oo l  
w ork . In w riting for  the D e m o c r a t , he revea led  a 
g larin g  la ck  o f  res tra in t  that resu lted  in his d ism is sa l  
f r o m  G reen  and within a few  m onths, to his m u r d e r .13 
The T ru stees  who f o r c e d  his res ign ation , charged  
h im  with p oor  d isc ip lin e  and u n sa t is fa ctory  p e r fo rm a n ce  
o f  his students on public  exam inations. M ore  pertinent, 
he had b e c o m e  involved  in the p o l i t ica l  c o n t r o v e r s ie s  
o f  the reg ion . He com pounded  his e r r o r s  in writing 
s la n d erou s ly  against one p o l it ica l  fa ction , only soon  to 
jo in  that e lem ent and to dump his ven om  on the faction  
he had la te ly  exto lled .

F o r c e d  f r o m  the p r in c ipa lsh ip  o f  the A ca d em y  as 
a resu lt  o f  partisan  p o l it ica l  w rit ings , he beca m e  e d ­
ito r  o f  the D e m o cra t .  His faction  c la im ed  cred it  fo r  
the e le c t io n  o f  John M cK inley  over  C lem ent C om er



C la y  to  the United States Senate in 1826. W il ls  a g ­
g r a v a te d  the b i t t e r n e s s  b e tw e e n  the p o l i t i c a l  fa c t io n s  
by  p u b lish in g  an attack  on John W hite M e C lung, a law 
p a r tn e r  o f  C lem en t  C o m e r  C lay , The v i c t i m  m u r d e r e d
the w r i t e r ;  C lay  ga ined  an a cq u it ta l  fo r  his law  p a r t ­
n e r .  14

In s e e k in g  a s u c c e s s o r  to  W il ls  in A ugust , 1825, a 
c o m m it t e e  o f  the T r u s t e e s  s p e c i f i e d  no q u a l i f i c a t io n s  
f o r  the p r in c ip a l ,  but p r o m is e d  h im  a h ou se ,  and w ith  
an a s s is t a n t  o f  h is  c h o i c e  that he w ou ld  r e c e i v e  a l l  o f  
the A c a d e m y 's  in c o m e  o f  s o m e  $ 1 ,4 00 ,  l e s s  the su m  
r e q u i r e d  to k eep  the s c h o o l  b u ild in g s  in r e p a i r .  On 
at l e a s t  tw o o c c a s i o n s ,  the p r in c ip a l  a r r a n g e d  f o r  and 
in i t ia l ly  pa id  fo r  r e p a ir  w o r k .  15

W hen the M e s s r s .  C r a w fo r d s  to o k  c h a r g e  o f  the 
s c h o o l  in  1827, its  c o n d it io n  w as n o ta b ly  p o o r .  T u it ion  
had not b een  c o l l e c t e d  in s o m e  t im e ,  e n r o l lm e n t  w as 
s m a l l .  Its s itu ation  s o o n  im p r o v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  in 
M a r c h ,  1831, P r in c ip a l  C r a w fo r d  w as a s s is t e d  by  John 
A .  G r e t t e r ,  a grad u ate  o f  the U n iv e r s i ty  o f  V ir g in ia ,  
and W i l l ia m  T . A l len ,  a grad u ate  o f  C e n tr e  C o l l e g e .  
M o r e  students  cou ld  be a c c o m o d a t e d  than h ith e r to ;  
in s t r u c t i o n  co u ld  be  o f f e r e d  in " e v e r y  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e . "  B o a rd ,  in c lu d in g  "w a sh in g ,  lo d g in g ,  e t c . , 
c o u ld  be a r r a n g e d  w ith  r e s p e c t a b le  f a m i l ie s  in  tow n 
f r o m  $45 to $50 p e r  s e s s i o n  o f  f iv e  m o n th s ."16

In the autum n o f  1836, the T r u s t e e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  
the A c a d e m y  to  the p u b l ic ,  b e c a u s e  P r in c ip a l  F . D ean , 
a g ra d u a te  o f  Union C o l l e g e ,  c a m e  h igh ly  r e c o m m e n d e d  
f o r  c h a r a c t e r  and s c h o la r s h ip .  He w ou ld  o f f e r  the u su a l  
C l a s s i c a l  and E n g lish  b r a n c h e s .  D ean w as s t i l l  p r i n ­
c ip a l  o f  the A c a d e m y  a d e c a d e  la te r .  17

S e cu r in g  a p r in c ip a l  s e e m s  to  have b een  the m o s t  
d i f f i c u l t  ta sk  co n fro n t in g  the T r u s t e e s .  In A u gu st ,  1850, 
they  a d v e r t is e d  in the N ational In te l l ig e n c e r  and in 
s im i la r  p u b l i c a t io n s ,  and sought the a s s is t a n c e  o f  the 
A la b a m a  d e le g a t io n  in C o n g r e s s .
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T h r o u g h th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  the A c a d e m y 's  h is t o r y ,  
students  w e r e  r e q u ir e d  to  pay  th e ir  tu it ion  and fe e s  to 
the T r e a s u r e r ,  a l o c a l  b u s in e s s m a n  and T r u s t e e ,  He 
c o l l e c t e d  d u es  f o r  a t e r m  in a d v a n c e ,  r e c e iv in g  ten  
p e r c e n t  o f  the s u m  c o l l e c t e d  fo r  h is  s e r v i c e s .  When 
J. J. F a c k le r  gave  up the p ost  in  D e c e m b e r ,  1845, 
S am u el C o lta r t  t o o k  o v e r  f o r  about ten  y e a r s .  W i l l ia m  
E c h o ls  s u c c e e d e d  h im ,  then  S eptim u s  C a b a n is s  held  the 
o f f i c e  f o r  s o m e  m o n th s .  The B o a r d  c a r e f u l ly  audited  
the a cco u n ts  o f  the T r e a s u r e r .  F in a l ly  in  July, 1859, 
the B o a rd  to o k  a s tep  that it shou ld  have adopted  m u ch  
e a r l i e r .  It m a d e  the jo in t  p r i n c i p a l s ,  C h a r le s  O. 
S hepherd  and A . E. R u s s e l l ,  jo in t  t r e a s u r e r s .  E a ch  
o f f i c i a l  w as  p la c e d  u n d er  a bond o f  $ 1 ,8 00 .

C a b a n iss  w as  lon g  a p r o m in e n t  m e m b e r  o f  the 
B o a r d .  A fte r  s e r v in g  as s e c r e t a r y ,  then t r e a s u r e r ,  
he b e c a m e  p r e s id e n t  and m a y  have he ld  that o f f i c e  when 
F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  ended  the o p e r a t io n  o f  the A c a d e m y  
d u r in g  the C iv i l  W a r .  But e v e n  C a b a n is s ,  a lon g  w ith  
s e v e r a l  o th er  p r o m in e n t  T r u s t e e s ,  b e c a m e  v i c t im s  o f  
the ru le  u n der  w h ich  an u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e  f r o m  a 
m e e t in g  w as  p e n a l iz e d  by  a f ine  o f  one d o l la r .

The r e c o r d  o f  the A c a d e m y  f o r  h o ld in g  t e a c h e r s  
w as  v e r y  p o o r ,  but p r o b a b ly  c o m p a r a b le  to  that o f  
s im i la r  s c h o o l s  o f  the day . A l s o  l ik e  o th e r  s c h o o l s ,  
G r e e n  s o m e t im e s  e m p lo y e d  m in i s t e r s  as t e a c h e r s .  
T h e  fa cu lty  w as p r o b a b ly  n e v e r  l a r g e r  than in 1845 
w hen  J. M. D a v id s o n  w as  p r in c ip a l .  H is w i fe  taught 
h i s t o r y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  and c h r o n o l o g y ;  P . L. B lake  
taught m a t h e m a t i c s  and lo w e r  E n g l is h ;  and J. H. 
F in n e y  tu to re d  in  m a t h e m a t ic s  and the C l a s s i c s .  The 
s c h o o l  y e a r  w as  d iv id e d  into q u a r t e r s ,  b e g i n n i n g  
S e p te m b e r  1, N o v e m b e r  15, F e b r u a r y  15 and M a y  1. 
Students m ig h t  en ter  at a n y t im e  by pay in g  f o r  the t im e  
a tten d ed . T u it ion  in  the A c a d e m ic  D e p a r tm e n t  w as 
ten  d o l l a r s ;  s ix  in the p r e p a r a t o r y  d iv is io n .  In ad d it ion  
the student pa id  a m a t r i c u la t io n  fe e  o f  f i f ty  c e n ts .
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P r in c ip a l  D avidson assu red  patrons that te a ch e rs  w ere  
im p e lle d  to su p er io r  e f fo r t  by their  in terest ,  sen se  o f  
duty, and co n ce rn  fo r  the reputation o f  the s ch o o l .

T e a ch e r  tenure continued to be short and uncerta in . 
F o r  exa m p le  during the 1850's about ten d ifferent m en 
held the p r in c ipa lsh ip .  Of these only A. E. R u ss e l l  
m e r i t s  being singled out, and he only becau se  he was 
on and o f f  the faculty f r o m  the e a r ly  1820's until the 
s c h o o l  was d estroyed  by F ed era l  troop s  during the 
occu p ation  of the town in 1862. The T ru stees  s e e m  to 
have been con cern ed  p r im a r i ly  with secu rin g  a p r in ­
c ip a l .  Som e applicants fo r  the p lace  w e re  spurned at 
one t im e only to be chosen  at another, no rea son  being 
given  in the o f f ic ia l  minutes for  the act ion s .  The next 
p r o b le m  that seem ed  to have been o f  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  for  
the T ru s te e s  was checking the books o f  the T r e a s u r e r .  
No o b je c t io n  to the w ork  o f  that o f f ic ia l  was r e c o r d e d  
in the extant m inutes. The Board was m o re  often c o n ­
ce r n e d  with the rep a ir  of A cad em y  buildings than it 
s e e m s  it should have been.

No c o n ce rn  was e ver  hinted in the m inutes o ver  
the p r o c e s s io n  o f  p r in c ip a ls  and tea ch ers  o f  their  
c h o ic e .  The Board experim ented , apparently  s u c c e s s ­
fu lly , with the use of jo in t -p r in c ip a ls ,  and in the 
c lo s in g  months of the s c h o o l 's  l i fe ,  the p r in c ip a ls  
b e ca m e  jo in t - t r e a s u r e r s .  19

Inasm uch  as tuition was the only so u rce  o f  t e a c h e r 's  
s a la r ie s ,  and en ro llm en t hovered  around fifty students, 
p atronage  was a m atter o f  rea l  co n ce rn  for  t e a c h e r s .  
The P r in c ip a l ,  on at least  one o c c a s io n ,  a ssu re d  p a ­
trons  that the in s tru ctors  w e re  m uch in terested  in the 
m ental and m o ra l  needs o f  the students. At no t im e, 
h ow ever , did a spokesm an for  the A cad em y boast o f  a 
t e a c h e r 's  training, long s e r v ic e  in the s ch oo l ,  or gen ­
e r a l ly  re co g n ize d  s u c c e s s .  A sp e c ia l  in stru ctor  was 
e m p loyed  fo r  boys under the age of ten. F riends  o f  the 
s ch o o l  thought highly o f  its " la rg e  and w e l l - s e le c t e d
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l i b r a r y  that w as  op en  at a l l  t im e s  to s tudents .
The T r u s t e e s  ven ted  o p t im is m  w hen the A c a d e m y  

op en ed  on A ugust  28, 1853. D r .  C h a r le s  G. Smith w as 
p r in c ip a l ;  J. T . Dunklin a s s is t e d  as an in s t r u c to r ,  
p r o b a b ly  in the h ig h er  b r a n c h e s ,  e l e m e n t a r y  and i n t e r - 
m e d ia te  students  w e r e  p r o v id e d  f o r ;  the a c a d e m ic  
b u ild in g s  had b een  r e p a i r e d  r e c e n t ly .  E ven  though 
the B o a r d  w as m a d e  up o f  p r o m in e n t  m e n  o f  the tow n, 
the T r u s t e e s  w e r e  s t i l l  im p e l le d  to l e v y  the fine f o r  
u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  to p r o m o t e  g o o d  a tten d en ce .

The la te r  f i f t i e s ,  l ik e  the e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  the d e c a d e ,  
w itn e s s e d  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  p r in c ip a ls  and t e a c h e r s  in 
the A c a d e m y .  Undaunted the B o a r d  e n r ic h e d  the 
c u r r i c u l u m  by add ing  h igh er  b r a n c h e s  o f  m a th e m a t ic s  
and c i v i l  e n g in e e r in g .  John R . G w altn ey , M a s te r  o f  
A r ts  f r o m  the U n iv e r s ity  o f  V ir g in ia ,  w a s  p r in c ip a l  in 
S e p te m b e r ,  1856; he w as p r o m is e d  an annual s a la r y  o f  
$1, 000, the s a m e  that his p r e d e c e s s o r s  had r e c e iv e d  
th ir ty  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  F r o m  that m e a g e r  su m  that he 
w as  a l lo w e d  to spend m o r e  than $300 to r e p a ir  the 
b u ild in g s  and im p r o v e  the g r o u n d s .  On M ay  5, 1858, 
the B o a r d  c h o s e  a c o m m it t e e  to se t t le  a c co u n ts  w ith  
G w altney , " la te  P r in c ip a l  o f  G r e e n  A c a d e m y ." In the 
s a m e  m e e t in g  C h a r le s  O. S hepard  w a s  c h o s e n  p r i n ­
c ip a l .  In July o f  the fo l lo w in g  y e a r  Shepard and A . 
E . R u s s e l l  w e r e  " u n a n im o u s ly "  e l e c t e d  j o i n t - p r i n ­
c ip a ls  as  w e l l  a s  j o i n t - t r e a s u r e r s  f o r  the s c h o la s t i c  
y e a r  beg in n in g  S e p te m b e r  5, 1859, and ending June 
15, 1860.

E a r ly  in 1862, G . W. T u r n e r  w as  c h o s e n  to a s s i s t  
P r in c ip a l  A . E . R u s s e l l .  In a d d it io n  he w as a l lo w e d  to  
o f f e r  m i l i t a r y  t ra in in g  at no e x tra  c o s t .  T h is  in n o v a ­
t io n  m a y  have e n c o u r a g e d  f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  to  d e s t r o y  
the A c a d e m y  d u rin g  th e ir  o c c u p a t io n  o f  the tow n  in 
1864.

The B o a r d  s e e m s  to  have b een  e s p e c i a l l y  in te r e s te d  
in  f o s t e r in g  e x c e l l e n c e  a m o n g  the stu den ts .  It o f f e r e d
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a p r i z e  to the student who s tood  h ig h est  in g e n e r a l  d e ­
p o r t m e n t ,  to  the one who s tood  f i r s t  in  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  
and a th ird  p r i z e  to the student w ho ran k ed  s e c o n d  in 
g e n e r a l  d e p o r tm e n t  and in p r o f i c i e n c y .  The w in n e r s  
w e r e  d e te r m in e d  by r e p o r t s  o f  t e a c h e r s  and o b s e r v a ­
t io n s  by  T r u s t e e s .  The B o a rd  a g r e e d  in  N o v e m b e r ,  
1859, to s e l e c t  fo u r  b o o k s  to  be a w a rd e d  fo r  e x c e l l e n c e  
in d e c la m a t io n .

The B o a r d  d e c id e d  on F e b r u a r y  13, I860, that 
p u b l i c  e x a m in a t io n s  should  b e h e ld  at the c l o s e  o f  e a c h  
s e s s i o n .  The student w as r e q u i r e d  to su b m it  to th is  
e x h ib it io n ,  o r  have h is  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the A c a d e m y  
s e v e r e d .  The t e a c h e r  w as  r e q u i r e d  to  k e e p  a r e c o r d  
o f  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  e a ch  o f  h is  s tu d en ts ,  and m a k e  
that r e c o r d  op en  fo r  p u b lic  in s p e c t io n .  T h e r e  w e r e  
a l s o  " e x h ib i t i o n s "  f o r  o r ig in a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s  and d e c ­
la m a t io n s .  The T r u s t e e s  p r o p o s e d  to  a w a rd  a su ita b ly  
i n s c r i b e d  g o ld  m e d a l  to the w in n er  in d e c la m a t io n .

G r e e n  A c a d e m y  the f i r s t  state  c h a r t e r e d  s c h o o l
in n o r t h e r n  A la b a m a ,  and f o r  a t im e  the on ly  one  to
r e c e i v e  f in a n c ia l  su p p o r t  f r o m  the state  s to o d  a lo n e
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  in  o f f e r in g  a d v a n ce d  e d u ca t io n  in its
r e g i o n .  Its a lu m n i in c lu d e d  m o s t  o f  the p r o m in e n t
m e n  o f  the a r e a .  It had no  p e e r  in  its  f ie ld  u ntil  the
State U n iv e r s i ty  w as e s ta b l is h e d  in T u s c a l o o s a .  21

1Acts, Mississippi Territorial Legislature, 1812, 1814, 1816, 
1818.

2Alabama Republican. August 3, 1821. Newspapers cited in 
this study are on microfilm in the Huntsville Public Library.

3Ibid.

4Ibid.; The Reverend John Allen, a Presbyterian minister, 
came to Huntsville in 1820 to teach in Green Academy.
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5A la b a m a  R e p u b lica n , A ugu st 3, 1821.

6Deed B K Vol. 1 J 114-116; Alabama. Republican, August 5, 
1823, August 26, 1825.

7
Alabama Republican August 3, 1821, August 5, 1823, August 

26, 1825.

8The Democrat. November 11. 1823.

9 Alabama Republican. August 4 ,  1823. Actually appointments 
varied one or more term s. Net income for the year beginning 
September 7, 1856 was $1,084.05. (The treasurer's was $120.45).

l 0The Democrat. November 11, 1823; unidentified newspaper 
clipping dated November 11, 1831, in Huntsville Public-Library; 
Minutes of the Board of Trustees. August 10, 1850. The Minutes 
for August 1, 1850, to February 3, 1860, inclusive are extant, and 
were kindly lent to me by Professor Frances C. Roberts of The 
University of Alabama in Huntsville.

11The Democrat, op. cit.

12Alabama Republican, January 4, 1825.

13The D e m o c r a t .  January 19, 1826; Alabama Review, VI, 
(July, 1953), 198.

14Alabama Review. VI, 98, 198, 205, 209.

15Unidentified newspaper clipping, dated August 26, 1825, in 
Huntsville Public Library; Minutes of the Trustees. August 19, 
1850.

16Southern  Advocate. August 20, 1828; March 25, 1831; un­
identified newspaper clipping, Huntsville Public Library

17Southern Advocate. October 18, 1836, December 26, 1846; 
Minutes of the Trustees. August 10, 1850.

18The Democrat. September 1, 2, 146; Minutes of the Trustees. 
August 14, 1850.
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19Minutes of the Trustees. August 10, 26, 1850; January 27, 
A pril 26, May 3, 1851; January 1, 1852; April 10, 1853; July 28, 
1853; December 23, 1853; January 28, February 5, August 2 ,  1854; 
July 14, 1855; January 30, February 2, February 13, 1856.

20Southern Advocate, October 22, 1850, January 29, 1851; 
Minutes of the Trustees. August 9, 1856; July 28, 1853; July 14, 
1855; The Democrat. February 12, 26; March 12, April 2, 1862,

21The Democrat February 12, 1862; Minutes of the Board of 
T rustees. May 23, August 10, 1850; September 7, 1856; May 5, 
1858; July 18, November 4, 1859; February 1, 2, 1860. Edward 
Chambers Betts, Early History of Huntsville. Alabama. 1804-1870 
(Montgomery, The Brown Printing Company, 1916), 40 . W. P. 
M ills , "Sketch of Huntsville" in W illiam  Hunt's Directory and 
Business M irror. Vol. 1, 1859-1860.
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JOHN BELL HOOD'S 

TENNESSEE CAVPAIGN 

IN 1864
By E lb er t  L .  Watson

John B e l l  Hood,  a young man of th ir ty - th re e ,  a s ­
sumed com m a n d  of the Con federate  A r m y  of T e n n e s ­
see  on July 17, 1864 , with a r e p u t a t i o n  of b r a v e ry ,  
rash n ess ,  and utter r e c k l e s s n e s s .  True  to his c h a r ­
acter  as a f ighter ,  Hood made an i m p r e s s i v e  attempt 
to hold Atlanta against G enera l  W. T .  Sherman,  who 
was placing a F e d e r a l  n oose  around that be leaguered  
c i ty .  After  s i x  w e e k s  of a lm ost  constant f ight ing , 
H ood 's  a r m y ,  on September  4 , s l ipped out of the doom ed  
c i ty  to L ov e  j o y ' s  Station, twenty m i le s  due south. That 
he was able to keep his a r m y  intact through its s t r e n ­
uous siege is quite n o tew orthy - - -a fact  that Sherman
care fu l ly  o ve r lo o k e d  in sending his joyous  rep ort  of 
Atlanta 's  capture  to P r e s id e n t  L in co ln .

The fall of Atlanta sent shock waves of despair  
a c r o s s  R ichm ond  as the Confederate  governm ent  p o n ­
d ere d  what could  be done to blunt the Yankee thrust 
into the Deep South. A strong und e rcu rre n t  of  feel ing 
by subordinate  c o m m a n d e r s  against  Hood was a lso  
causing po l i t i ca l  r e v e r b e r a t io n s  which,  if not ch eck ed ,  
might f o r c e  the downfall  of J e f fe r s o n  D a v is ' s  g o v e r n ­
m ent .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  se r iou s  c o n c e r n  with the s i t ­
uation was quickly  re ve a le d  by his a r r iv a l  on S e p ­
tem ber  25 at P a lm e t to ,  G e o r g ia ,  where the a r m y  was 
res t in g .  By taking a p e rso n a l  hand in the deter iorat ing
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state of a f fa i r s ,  he hoped to re inv igorate  the A r m y  of 
T e n n e s s e e ,  settle the internal d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and thus 
turn the tide of batt le.

So f i r e d  up was Davis  over  the p o ss ib i l i t i e s  for 
ra l ly ing the m en ,  that on the twenty-s ixth  he adm onished  
the t ro o p s :  " B e  of good c h e e r ,  for  within a short  while 
your fa c e s  wil l  be turned h om ew ard  and your f e e t p r e s s -  
ing T e n n e ss e e  s o i l . " 1 At Augusta, on O c to b e r  3, his 
enthus iasm  again c o m p e l le d  h im  to d e c la r e :  "W e  must  
beat  Sherm an.  We must  m a r c h  into T e n n e s s e e . . . and 
. . . push the enem y back to the banks of the O h i o . " 2 
This  bold  statement did not go  unheard or unheeded.  
S herm an  was grateful  fo r  the in formation  s ince  it s i m ­
p l i f ied  his  own plans for  Hood.  A s  he later r e m a r k e d :  
" T o  be  fo re w a rn e d  is to be f o r e a r m e d . "3

B e f o r e  concluding his tour ,  Davis  e f fe c ted  s e v e r a l  
s igni f icant  changes  in the a r m y ' s  p e rso n n e l ,  hoping 
that an im p ro v e d  a tm osp here  would develop  within the 
m i l i t a r y  ranks and among the c i t i z e n r y .  T o  a l lay  
host i l i ty  toward  Hood,  he brought  G eneral  P .  G.  T .  
B e a u r e g a r d  f r o m  L e e ' s  a r m y  to co m m a n d  the newly  
c r e a t e d  " M i l i ta r y  D iv is ion  of the W e s t , "  which e m ­
b r a c e d  H o o d 's  department  and that of G enera l  R ic h a rd  
T a y l o r .  T h e r e  was one catch:  B e a u r e g a r d ' s  function 
was  p r i m a r i l y  to advise  rather than c o m m a n d .  He 
cou ld  con fer  but was not authorized  to estab l ish  p o l i c y  
or d i r e c t  m i l i ta ry  m o v e m e n ts .  Hood,  thus, was stil l  
captain  of his own dest iny and c l e a r l y  had D a v i s ' s  i m ­
pr int  upon his future c o u r s e .

On Septem ber  28, Hood began m oving  the a r m y  
northw ard  along the l ines  of  the Confederate  re trea t  
into G e o rg ia  to throw h im s e l f  a c r o s s  the F e d e r a l  
a r m y ' s  com m u nica t ions  l ine .  The f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  
Sherman dispatched the capable  and trusted  G e o rg e  
H. T h om a s  to Nashvil le  to organize  Middle T en n essee  
d e fe n se s ,  in the event of  hostile  m ovem en ts  in that 
d ire c t io n .  Then he set out in pursuit  of the m obi le
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Confederates , who w ere  inf licting surpr is ing ly  heavy 
damage to his supply l in e s .  After  striking a strong 
b low  against the heavily  defended g a r r i s o n  at A l la to o n a , 
Hood swung w estw ard  a lm os t  to the A labam a line , then 
dropped back and hit R e s a c a  and Dalton, where he 
captured l ,0 0 0 m e n .  F in a l ly ,  he swept southwestward 
down to R o m e  and a c r o s s  the Chattahoochee R iver  into 
A la b a m a .

HOOD'S A R M Y  OF TENNESSEE A T  GADSDEN

B ea u regard ,  m eanwhi le ,  a r r iv e d  in Jack son v i l le ,  
A labam a,  about O ctober  14 to make the town a new 
distribut ion depot ,  the old base having been at J o n e s ­
b o r o ,  G e o rg ia .  T h ere  on the seventeenth he announced 
his appointment as c o m m a n d e r  of  the M i l i tary  Div is ion  
of the W est ,  and issued  a p ro c la m a t io n  cal l ing  for r e ­
newed dedicat ion by Southerner  s against  the enem y.  He 
a lso  o r d e re d  the hasty com plet ion  of the Selma R a i l ­
road f r o m i t s  Blue Mountain term inus  to  J a c k s o n v i l l e . 4 
C olonel W i l l iam  H. F o r n e y  of the tenth A labam a R e g i ­
ment was appointed post  commandant .

Once a c r o s s  the A labam a l ine ,  Hood m arch e d  d i ­
r e c t ly  to Gadsden,  a sm a l l  v i l lage  of 400 r e s i d e n t s . 5 
T h e r e , on O cto be r  20, he s p r e a d  h i s  a rm y  out to 
thoroughly  protect  his posit ion  if an attack cam e f r o m  
any d irect ion .  B .  F .  Cheatham cam p ed  in the area  
now bounded by Fourth ,  Fifth,  B road  and Chestnut 
Streets ;  Stephen L e e  in the North Gadsden sect ion ;  
A rno ld  E lz e y  a c r o s s  the C oosa ;  and A .  P .  Stewart  on 
B la ck  C r e e k .  O ver  2 ,0 0 0  m en a r r i v e d  ba re fo o te d ,  
but m o s t  of these w e re  outfitted with new supplies  
t r a n s fe r r e d  over f r o m  J ack so n v i l le .

In Gadsden Hood in fo rm e d  B e a u re ga rd  for  the f i r s t  
t im e  of his ambit ious  plan to invade Middle  T e n n e ss e e . 
T h e  i d e a ,  Hood later  w ro te ,  c r y s ta l l i z e d  with h im  
while the a r m y  lay in b ivouac near Lafayette  , G eorg ia ,
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on O cto be r  15-16. He p r o p o s  ed to c r o s s  the T en n e sse e  
R i v e r  near  G u n te r sv i l l e ; c u tS h e r m a n 's  c om m u nica t ions  
at Stevenson and B r idgepor t ;  and in tercept  and rout 
G en era ls  T h om a s  and John Schof ie ld  b e f o r e  they could  
re a ch  Nashvi l le  in suff ic ient  f o r c e .  He was " im b u e d  
with the be l ie f "  that he could  c r o s s  the C um berland  
R iv e r  and m ove  in to  Kentucky between H aze lg re e n  and 
R ic h m o n d .  With the Cumberland  Mountains at his  rear  
he cou ld  threaten Cincinnati while recru it ing  his a r m y  
f r o m  T e n n e ss e e  and Kentucky. If Sherman headed
south - - - as Hood be l iev ed  he w ou ld - - - the A r m y  of
T e n n e s s e e  would have suff ic ient  t ime to r e i n f o r c e  i t ­
s e l f  up to  the approx im ate  strength of the F e d e r a l  
a r m y .  If v i c t o r io u s  in his next encounter with Sherm an,  
Hood  cou ld  then hasten through the gaps of the C u m b e r ­
land Mountains and str ike Grant 's  rear  in V irg in ia .  
If Sherm an dec ided  to r e in fo r c e  Grant b e f o r e  engaging 
the C on fed era tes  in Kentucky,  then H o o d 's  a lternative  
was  to  t ry  to r e a c h G r a n t ' s  rear  b e fo re  F e d e r a l  r e i n ­
f o r c e m e n t s  a r r iv e d .  This m ove , Hood b e l i e v e d , "wou ld  
defeat  Grant ,  and a l low G enera l  L e e ,  in c o m m a n d  of 
our co m b in e d  a r m i e s ,  to  m a r c h  upon Washington or 
turn upon and annihilate S h e r m a n . " 6

Such was the grandiose  s tratagem  which Hood p r e ­
sented  to B e a u re g a rd  at the Gadsden Baptist  Church  
w here  they met  for  two days .  A s  tactfully as p o s s i b l e ,  
B e a u r e g a r d  cautioned Hood that the plan, although 
b a s i c a l l y  a sound one, could  s u cce e d  only if it w e re  
swift ly  executed .  He s t r e s s e d  that there  was not s u f ­
f i c i e n t  t im e for  Hood to t rans fer  his base  to  T u sc u m b ia ,  
A la b a m a ,  near  the M em phis  and C har leston  R a i l ro a d .  
Hood,  h o w e v e r ,  contended that ample  supplies  w e re  
available  in Middle  T e n n e s s e e ,  and with his pontoon 
b r id ges  he could  c r o s s  a r iver  anywhere if  f o r c e d  to 
re t rea t .  B e a u r e g a r d ' s  anxiety with H o o d 's  capabil i ty  
to  guide this ambit ious  plan was understandably  o v e r ­
shadowed by the fact  that he k n e w  that Davis  and B r a x -
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ton B r a g g ,  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  p ersona l  m i l i ta ry  ad v iso r ,  
both agreed  with it.7 So,  having fulfi l led  his ro le  as 
c o u n s e lo r ,  B e a u re ga rd  went through the form al i ty  of 
placing his o f f i c ia l  approva l  upon the plan. One of his 
ideas  was included: G enera l  Nathan B e d fo rd  would 
c o m e  f r o m  W est  T e n n e ss e e  to p rov id e  H o o d 's  cava lry  
s c r e e n .

When the announcement was made that the a r m y  
was heading for  T e n n e s s e e ,  there  a r o s e  f r o m  the d i f ­
f erent  encam pm ents  wave after wave of R e b e l  ye l ls  
p ie rc in g  the autumn b r e e z e s  and signaling an i m p r o v e ­
ment  in the m ood  of the w eary  s o ld i e r s .  At that m oment 
John Bel l  Hood enjoyed  his f inest  hour in his b r ie f  
s e r v i c e  as C om m an d er  of the A r m y  of T e n n e s s e e .  One 
so ld ier  wrote  that the " w o r d s  w ere  l ike m a g i c .  Hood 
was fo rg iven ,  Johnston was forgotten  and a m e m o ra b le  
m a r c h  b e g a n . " 8 Another o b s e r v e r  exultantly in form ed  
A labam a G o v e r n o r  T h o m a s  Hill  Watts that "Hood  has 
shown great  caution,  and stands now v e r y  high in the 
est imat ion  of the a r m y .  He outgenera led ,  f oo led ,  and 
b e w i l d e r e d  Sherm an.  We wil l  leave soon in a norther ly  
d irect ion  and reach  Middle  Tenn.  ( s i c )  in a w e e k ." 9 
Not even the w re tched ,  ra in -d re n ch e d  morning of 
O ctober  22 could  dampen the s o l d i e r s '  highspir ited  
m a r c h  out of  Gadsden.  A  co r re s p o n d e n t  for  the M ont ­
g o m e r y  Daily Mail  d e s c r i b e d  the i m p r e s s i v e  scene 
which rem ained  with this report :

The army has moved. The troops are gone. The 
last train has disappeared, and the last soldier has 
taken his farewell peep of the south side of the Coosa.
The shadows of night creep slowly over the scene, 
and the stars look down in vain for the cam p-fires 
that answered but yesternight their own resplendent 
glitter. You may hear indeed the clink of a few rusty 
chains, which are left behind; you may see indeed dim 
outlines of a few old wagons, that did not cross the 
stream , and nowand then you may meet a stray quart-
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erm aster groping about in the gloom; but the great 
caravan with its wild menagerie has passed beyond the 
stretch of eye and ear.10

S herm an a ls o  had a plan which equaled H o o d 's  in 
both its concept ion  and p r o s p e c t  for  the s u c c e s s  of  the 
F e d e r a l  a r m i e s .  He would m a r c h  a c r o s s  G e o rg ia  to 
the Atlantic  C oa st ,  foraging  and pi llaging the c o u n t r y ­
s ide  as he went.  Once his new supply base  was e s t a b ­
l i s h e d ,  he would turn northward and jo in  Grant near  
R ic h m o n d  against  L e e .  Although he fo l low ed  Hood to 
G a y le s v i l l e ,  A labam a,  twenty m i le s  above Gadsden,  
Sherm an  fe lt  that this phase of the campaign was little 
m o r e  than a u s e le s s  expenditure of his t im e .  " T o  
pursue  Hood is f o l l y , "  he notif ied T h o m a s ,  " f o r  he can 
twis t  and turn like a fox  and wear out any a r m y  in 
pursu it .  He nonchalantly waited until O c to b e r  25, 
when he sent a heavily en fo r ce d  c o r p s  to test  the C o n ­
federa te  s trength .  Com m anded  by P e t e r  J .  O sterhaus ,  
the F e d e r a l s  encountered  sm a l l  pockets  of  Joseph  
W h e e l e r ' s  men f r o m  L e e s b u r g  on down to  Turkeytown 
V a l l e y .  At the latter point,  Wheeler  dec ided  to make 
a stand.

O sterhaus  stretched  out a strong line of s k i r m ish e r  s 
a c r o s s  the Va l ley  and rushed  two br iga des  down the 
right road .  With W hee ler  thus p r e o c c u p ie d ,  a third 
c o lu m n  sl ipped f o rw a r d  under c o v e r  of woods  along 
L o o k o u t  S l o p e , breaking the R e b e l  left  f lank. C o n ­
federa te  casua l i t ies  w ere  heavy,  but W hee ler  managed  
to  o r d e r l y  re treat  back into Gadsden.  Stil l thinking 
that the main a r m y  was in town, Osterhaus  did not 
p r e s s  his advantage and instead r e t i red  to  T u r k e y ­
town.

On the twenty -s ixth  Sherm an finally d i s c o v e r e d  
that Hood was gone,  and p r o m p t l y  left  the task of 
blunting the Con federate  m o ve m e n t  to T h o m a s .  Then 
he turned his face  beyond Atlanta to his coveted  g o a l - - -
t h e  s e a .
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FRU STRATION  AT SPRING HILL: 
DISASTER A T  FRANKLIN

H ood 's  advance into T en n essee  was bese t  with 
trouble  and bad t iming f r o m  the beginning.  He left  
Gadsden in such haste that he fo rg o t  his pontoon br idge  
s tretched  a c r o s s  the C o o s a  R i v e r .  He had second 
thoughts about c r o s s i n g  the T en n essee  R iv e r  at Gun­
ter  svi lle  and m o v e d  w est  through Decatur  to  T u s c u m b ia , 
his new supply ba s e .  B e a u r e g a r d ,  who rem ained  in 
Gadsden two days to c lear  up final detai ls  , knew nothing
of this change of dir ect ion until he a r r iv e d  in Gunter s -

13v i l le  to re jo in  the a r m y .  Hood c la im e d  that he b y ­
p a s se d  Gunter svil le  b e cau se  he learned  that F o r r e s t  
was still  in W est  T e n n e s s e e ,  and cou ld  not reach  that 
sect ion  because  the swol len  T e n n e ss e e  R iv e r  was too 
high to c r o s s .  M o r e  l ike ly  Hood r e a l i z e d  as he m oved  
north that he was com in g  dangerous ly  c l o s e  to S h e r ­
m an 's  encam pm ent  at G a y le sv i l le .  This  p r e ca r io u s  
posit ion  meant  that he might be caught between Sherman 
pursuing f r o m  the south and T h o m a s  com ing  down 
f r o m  T e n n e s s e e . Whatever  his r e aso n  for  the change, 
he lo s t  p r e c io u s  t im e and abandoned his prev ious  plan 
to d e s tro y  S h erm an 's  com m u nicat ions  at B r id gep or t  
andStevenson .14 H ere  is graph ica l ly  i l lustrated  H ood 's  
ch arac ter  and intel lectual  capacity  as a M il i tary  C o m ­
m ander .  He could  c o n c e iv e  the s trategy ,  but lacked  
an innate abili ty to p r o p e r ly  execute  the plan.

A fter  s e v e r a l  m o r e  irr itating days of de lay  in 
T u sc u m b ia ,  the a r m y  c r o s s e d  the r iv e r  to F l o r e n c e  
on N o v e m b e r  13. F o r r e s t  a r r iv e d  the next day,  but 
a lm o s t  another week pas sed b e f o r e  all  the a r m y ' s  units 
w e re  ready  to start the hard dr ive  into T e n n e ss e e .  By 
then North A la b a m a 's  br i l l iant  autumn hue was giving 
way to a drenching co ld  rain which turned the roads  
into muck and m i r e .  H ood 's  phys ica l  condit ion  a lso  
w ork ed  to his detr im ent .  In addition to the p e rso n a l
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d i s c o m f o r t  caused  by a lam e  a r m  and stump of a l e g ,  
he was  painfully b e s e t  with rheum at ism .  This  condit ion 
m ad e  it n e c e s s a r y  for  h im  to take heavy d o s a g e s  of  
m e d ica t io n  to al leviate  his phys ica l  a f f l i c t ions .

At Nashvi l le ,  Thomas  was fe v e r i sh ly  gathering up 
an a r m y  f r o m  F e d e r a l  g a rr i s o n s  sca ttered  a c r o s s  
T e n n e s s e e  and adjoining states .  He was c h e e r e d  to 
hear  that A. J. Smith was  enroute  f r o m  M i s s o u r i .  
Young Jam es  H arr iso n  Wilson,  his new ca v a lry  c o m ­
m an d e r ,  was  regarded  as a leader  who was capable  of  
holding the renowned F o r r e s t  at bay. E a r l i e r ,  T h om a s  
sent Schof ie ld  and 23, 000 men o f  the Twenty-Th ird  and 
Fourth  C orp s  down to Pulaski to a s ce r ta in  the exact  
nature o f  the Confederate  advance.  Schof ie ld was  to 
r e tard  the m o ve m e n t  as long as p o ss ib le  to give Thom as  
am p le  t im e  to o rgan ize  his f o r c e s .  The stage was set 
f o r  one o f  the m o st  poignant dram as  of  the C iv i l  War.

In contrast  to his t imidity  at Gunter sv i l le ,  Hood 
b e c a m e  bold when he saw an opportunity to s e i z e  C o ­
lum bia ,  T en n e sse e ,  and throw h im s e l f  between S ch o ­
f ie ld  and T h o m a s .  He rushed his three c o r p s  ahead 
in d ivergent  d ire c t io n s .  Ben jamin F. Cheatham swung 
o f f  w e st  through W aynesboro ;  A. P. Stewart took  the 
r ight  on the Law renceburg  road;  and Stephen D. Lee 
f o l l o w e d  t h e  country roads  between the two main 
a r t e r i e s .  F o r r e s t ' s  cava lry ,  numbering  about 8, 000, 
c l e a r e d  the route with apparent ease .

Schof ie ld ,  to his chargin ,  did not learn  of  H ood 's  
intentions until the head of  the Confederate  co lum n 
r e a c h e d  L aw renceburg .  Both a r m ie s  w e re  now about 
an equal d istance  f r o m  Columbia ,  but Schof ield,  in a 
f o r c e d  m a rch ,  won the race  just in t im e to prevent  
F o r r e s t  f r o m  se iz ing the Duck R iver  br idge  and cutting 
h im  of f  f r o m T h o m a s .  Expecting Hood to attack, Scho ­
f ie ld  threw up a s trong b reas tw ork s  south o f  the r ive r .  
But Hood showed restra int  and put his a r m y  in battle 
f o rm a t io n  while he contemplated  his next m o ve .  "The
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situation," he later  re ca l le d ,  "p resented  an o c c a s i o n  
f o r  one of  those interest ing and beautiful  m o v e s  upon 
the ch e s sb o a rd  o f  w ar ,  to p e r f o r m  which  I had often 
d e s i re d  an opportunity." 15

Hood c o r r e c t l y  s u rm is e d  that i f  Schofield w ere  rot  
assaulted,  the F e d e r a ls  would quickly  c r o s s  to the 
north bank o f  the Duck. This was p r e c i s e l y  what 
Schofield  did on the twenty-eighth.  At about the same 
t im e ,  F o r r e s t  rushed his cava lry  a c r o s s  the r iver  
about eight m i le s  f r o m  Columbia,  and sent Wilson 
ree l ing  backward northeast  beyond Rally  Hill  and Hurt 's 
C r o s s r o a d s  toward Tr iune,  f i fteen m i le s  southeast of  
Franklin.  With the l ines  o f  com m u n ica t ion  e f fec t ive ly  
broken  between Wilson  and Schof ield,  the latter was 
left  blinded to H ood 's  s trategy o f  blocking h im  at Spring 
Hill,  twelve m i le s  north on the C o lu m bia -F rank l in  
P i k e . 16

With the F e d e r a l  cava lry  indisposed  and Schofield 
waiting on the north side o f  the r iv e r  for  the Confed ­
e ra tes  to appear ,  Hood person a l ly  led his a r m y  on the 
night of  the twenty-e ighth to a pontoon br idge  c r o ss in g  
at D avis 's  Ford ,  f ive  m i le s  above C o l u m b i a  n e a r  
R a l l y  H i l l  Pike,  a good country road which led to 
Spring Hill. In Columbia ,  Lee thundered away with 
his a r t i l l e r y  to c reate  the i l lus ion  that the Confederates  
w e r e  preparing  to attack f r o m  that point. As Hood 
r od e  along with his t roops  that golden fall  morning,  he 
w as  confident that Stonewall  Jack son 's  mantle of  m i l ­
i tary  grea tn ess  was about to fall  upon his shoulders .  
His c r o s s i n g ,  apparently  undetected,  had f i l led  his 
m en with renewed  enthusiasm, and m a d e  h i m  o p t i ­
m i s t i c  that Schofield  would be d es troyed  or  captured 
at Spring Hill.17  What happened within the next twenty- 
four  hours rem ains  today as one o f  the great  m y s t e r i e s  
o f  the Civ i l  War.

E ar ly  on the m orning  of N ovem ber  29, Wilson 
f inal ly  got a c o u r ie r  through to w arn  Schofield  to f lee
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into Franklin without delay. Caught on the horns  of 
a d i le m m a ,  the be leaguered  Schofield sent G eneral  
D. S. Stanley ahead with two d iv is ions  to hold Spring 
Hill  and p ro te c t  the trains .  When Stanley was  within 
two m i l e s  o f  the town, he was  notif ied that F o r r e s t ,  
f r e s h  f r o m  his p rev iou s  day 's  s u c c e s s  against Wilson,  
was  sweeping in f r o m  the east.  G eorg e  D. W ag n e r 's  
d iv is ion ,  with Colonel  E m e r s o n  O pdycke 's  br igade  in 
the vanguard, sped f o rw ard  in doub le -qu ick  t im e.  With 
lit tle m o r e  than minutes to spare ,  they a r r iv e d  in t ime 
to prevent  F o r r e s t ' s  t roops  f r o m  occupying  the town.

Although Stanley held Spring Hill,  the Confederate  
pos i t ion  was  not im m edia te ly  jeop ard ized  b e c a u s e  the 
m ain  body of  F e d e ra l  t roops  was stil l  a c o n s id e r a b le  
d is tan ce  down the pike. Hood knew this be cau se  he 
cou ld  hear  L e e ' s  cannons boom ing away at Columbia .  
At about 3 p .m .  Hood 's  advance units approached  Spring 
Hill .  B lock ing  the way was a single d iv is ion  under 
W agner ,  t ir ing because  of  the f o r c e d  m orn ing  m a r c h  
and sharp c la shes  with F o r r e s t  throughout the a f t e r ­
noon.  Up to this point, Hood, with shrewdly  ca lculated  
m o v e s ,  had played his game to near  p er fe c t ion .  The 
o b je c t iv e  o f  destroy ing  Scho f ie ld 's  a r m y  was within 
his g r a s p !  He could c lear  the ch e s sb o a rd  with one 
f inal  m o v e :  push Wagner aside,  straddle  the pike,  
and hit the h op e le s s ly  exposed  Schofield f r o m  front 
and r e a r .  But s trangely  the attack in for  ce  never  c a m e ,  
and, while a trag ic  c o m e d y  of e r r o r s  went on among 
the Confederate  co m m a n d e r  s, the entire F e d e r a l  a r m y  
slipped  p r a c t i c a l l y  unm olested  into Franklin.

The Spring Hill affa ir  rem ains  unexplained, a l ­
though it constitutes  one of the m ost  thoroughly exp lored  
and r e s e a r c h e d  sagas  of  the war . Part  of  the c o n ­
fusion l ies  in the fact  that at f i rs t  none of  the m a jor  
Confederate  o f f i c e r s  involved wanted to talk about it. 
A decade  or  so after the war  when so m e  finally did 
d ec ide  to put their  v i e w s  down on paper or in speeches ,
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they fi l led r e a m s  of  m ate r ia l  with char ge s and counter - 
ch arges .  To  use the v e r n a c u la r , no one s e em ed  will ing 
to take the rap for  being the goat at Spring Hill. In 
H ood 's  book, for  instance,  he contended that he o rd e re d  
Cheatham to capture and hold the pike whatever the 
cost .  To this accusat ion ,  Cheatham denied that such 
an order  was issued  to n i m b y  his c o m m a n d e r . ^

That night the A r m y  o f  T en nessee  bivouacked about 
100 yards  f r o m  the pike,  still  untraversed  by Schofield.  
Hood, in c o n s iderab le  pain with his ph ys ica l  in f irm it ies ,  
re t ired  to the A b s a lo m  Thom pson  m ansion ,  three m i les  
to the east.  About 3 a. m., a C o n f e d e r a t e  private 
appeared there  to exc i ted ly  te ll  Hood that the enemy 
was  moving in great  confusion  on the pike.  G overnor  
Isham G. H arr is  of  Tennessee ,  who was an eyewitness  
to this report ,  in later  y e a rs  re c a l l e d  that Hood d i ­
re c te d  M ajor  A. P. Mason,  his adjutant general ,  to 
o r d e r  Cheatham to "m o v e  down on the road im m edia te ly  
and attack the enemy." 21 Thereupon Hood and Harris  
went back to s leep.  Apparently ,  Mason fe l l  as leep  too 
for  he told H arr is  the next m orning  that the order  had 
not been sent to Cheatham.2 2  Stanley H orn 's  pungent 
quip on this amazing night scene  is a gem :

General Hood was asleep. Governor Harris was asleep.
Major Mason was asleep. But Beneral Schofield was 
not asleep. With his heart in his throat, he was quick- 
steeping the army silently down the turnpike, within 
sight of the cam p-fires of the slumbering Army of 
Tennessee. 2 3

Hood was in a tower ing  rage the next m orning  when 
he awakened and found that Schof ield  had slipped through 
his grasp .  While breakfast ing  at M ajor  N a t h a n i a l  
C h e a i r s ’ home on the C o lu m b ia -F ra n k l in  Pike,  he 
l e ve le d  ve rb a l  b lasts  at subordinates  for  what was 
obv ious ly  his own mishandling of  the p rev ious  day 's  
ac t ions .  S e v e r a l  of  the o f f i c e r s ,  in turn, sharply 
b lam ed  each  other.  It was a scene which did not bode
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w e l l  fo r  the lu ck le ss  A r m y  o f  T en n e sse e  that fateful 
day. With Hood and his genera ls  at each  other s throats ,  
there  s e e m e d  little poss ib i l i ty  that any c le a r  thinking 
would  e m e r g e  to yet save the T e n n e s s e e  cam paign  
f r o m  co m p le te  fa i lure .  But on one point they all  c o n ­
c u r r e d :  Schofield must be caught and punished b e fo r e  
he could  get into Nashvil le .

Th is  e le c tr i fy in g  m o o d  spread  f r o m  the o f f i c e r s  to 
the l o w l ie s t  pr ivates  of the A r m y  of T e n n e ss e e  that 
sunsplashed  m orning  as it headed up the pike toward 
Fran kl in .  Stewart led the way fo l lowed  by Cheatham 
then L e e .  Shortly after noon Stewart swung off  to the 
r ight ,  but C h e a t h a m  continued along the pike until 
three  that a fternoon,  when the h e a d  o f  h i s  co lum n 
c r e s t e d  Winstead Hill .  B e fo r e  h im  in p as tora l  beauty 
lay  the town of Franklin nestled within the bend south 
of the Harpeth R iv e r .  F r o m  the top of Winstead  Hill  
into the town two m i les  away was open, soft ly  ro l l ing  
f ie ld .  Within the few hours  left  to him b e fo r e  H ood 's  
a r r i v a l ,  Schof ie ld  had done a  th o r o u g h  job  of prepar ing  
his d e fe n s e s .  His entrenchments  made a wide c r e s c e n t  
in front  of Franklin f r o m  the north bend of the r iver  
a c r o s s  the pike eastward  until they touched the r iv e r  
again south of the town. So it was much  m o r e  than 
the p la c id  beauty of the H a r p e t h  R iver  V a l ley  that 
gre e te d  the C o n f e d e r a t e  vanguard that go lden fall  
a f ternoon .  A s o l i d l i n e  of  F e d e r a l  so ld ier  s brandishing 
gl istening steel  waited in sto ic  s i lence  for  the pur suers  
to  a p p e a r .

Unfortunately ,  the m o o d  which s e p a r a t e d  Hood 
f r o m  his genera ls  at breakfast  did not subside during 
the eighteen m i le  m a r c h  f r o m  Spring Hil l .  A s  these 
m en stood on the hilltop trying to d ev ise  their s trategy,  
they w ere  i m p r e s s e d  by the fo rm id ab le  m i l i ta ry  f o r c e  
they saw awaiting them. F o r r e s t  a rgured  against  a 
fronta l  assault ,  favor  ing instead the use  of his cava lry  
and a strong infantry d iv is ion  to flank the F e d e r a ls
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f r o m  their w o rk s .  Cheatham rep orted ly  told Hood: "I  
do  not like the l o o k s  of this fight;  the enem y has an 
e xce l len t  posit ion  and is well  f o r t i f i ed . " 24 Cleburne 
c o n c u r r e d  in this observat ion .  But despite  the m i s ­
giv ings  of his o f f i c e r s ,  the obvious disadvantage to the 
C on federates  in attacking a c r o s s  the open f ie ld ,  Hood, 
without further d i s c u s s io n ,  o r d e re d  C h e a t h a m  and 
S t e w a r t  to dr ive  the de fenders  into the r iv e r  at all  
c o s t .

The assault  began when Cheatham and Stewart were  
in posit ion ,  although L e e  with m o s t  of the art i l le ry  
was still  not p resent .  At  4 p . m .  the t roops  started 
out under the reced in g  sun, their bayonets  gleaming 
and f lags flying in the gentle autumn b r e e z e .  There  
was a b r ie f  m om ent  of su c ce s  s at f ir  st when C le b u r n e 's 
and J ohn C . B r o w n 's  d iv is ions  o v e r r a n  a n  outpost 
about one -ha l f  m i le  d ire c t ly  in front  of  the main F e d ­
era l  l ine.  The outnumbered men f led p a n ic - s t r i c k e n  
back through their own works  into Frankl in  and to the 
r i v e r .  With their own so ld ie rs  pouring into their e n ­
t renchm ents ,  the F e d e r a l s  could  not open f i re  until 
Cheatham 's  weary  attackers  w e re  within 100 yards  of 
the main  w o rk s .  Though near ly  exhausted,  the C o n ­
fe d e r a te s '  m om en tu m  c a r r i e d  them  into the en trench ­
ments  behind the Union center , where  they m om entar i ly  
gained pos ses  sion of both the works  and the guns. Their  
energy ,  h ow ever ,  was exhausted by the long run, and 
they w e re  captured,  k i l led ,  or f o r c e d  back  onto the 
f ie ld  when C o lon e l  Opdycke rushed f o rw a r d  his f r e s h  
br iga de  f r o m  its r e s e r v e  posit ion  at the rear  of the 
C a rte r  H ouse ,  the co m m a n d  post .

The breakthrough into the F e d e r a l  center  was the 
high tide of the battle for  the i r r e s i s t ib l e  Southeners .  
F r o m  then on they m et  an im m o v a b le  ob jec t  f r o m  
F e d e r a l  l in e s ,  m a s s e d  four deep behind the w o rk s .  An 
addit ional hazard  to the attackers  was anO sage  orange 
f e n c e ,  which was d iff icult  to c r o s s  and made them
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e x t r e m e ly  vu lnerable  to nearby  r i f le  f i re  and cannon 
shot .  But despite  the ver i tab le  ho locaust  thr ough which 
they charged ,  the rugged Con federates  fought with a 
r e c k l e s s  abandon which bespoke  of their c o m m o n  d e ­
term inat ion  of conquer  or die .  Again and again the 
gray  tide surged  up to the F e d e r a l  w o rk s ,  only to be 
r e p u lse d  with staggering l o s s e s .

Death g a rn ered  i n s o m e  of the A r m y  of Tennes  s e e ' s 
f inest  c o m m a n d e r s  who fought side by side with their 
m en  that b loody  a fternoon.  Genera ls  C leburne , States 
Rights  Gist ,  John A d a m s ,  O.  F .  Strahl,  and H. B.  
G ranbury  died instantly and w ere  le ft  on the p o r c h  of 
the M cG av o ck  H ouse .2 5  Genera l  John C.  C a r te r  died 
la t e r .  F ive  other genera ls  w ere  wounded and one 
cap tu red .  F i f ty - th r e e  reg im enta l  c o m m a n d e r s  w ere  
a l s o  k i l led  or wounded.

The death struggle subsided in its intensity when 
the evening shadows finally chased  away the reced in g  
sunset .  Intermittent f i g h t i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  continued 
until midnight when Schof ie ld  got his a r m y  on the road  
northward  to N ashv i l le ,  eighteen m i le s  away.  The 
m o r b i d  scene  which greeted  Hood that m o rn in g  of 
D e c e m b e r  1 was ghastly beyond d e sc r ip t io n .  Dead 
m e n  w e re  stacked in heaps a c r o s s  the w ork s  which 
they had so  v a lo ro u s ly  s to rm e d .  Con federate  l o s s e s  
of  approx im ate ly  6 ,000  m en k i l led  and wounded were  
s tagger ing  to the imagination.  In c o m p a r i s o n ,  S c h o ­
f ie ld '  s casualt ies  totaled approx im ate ly  2 ,300.  T h om a s  
R o b s o n  Hay regard ed  the great  destruc t ion  to the 
C o n fe d e ra te s  as being made in "an u n n e c e s s a r y  and 
b lo o d y  fight,  waged in an e f for t  to make up for  the 
hes itation of the day be fo re  at Spring Hill ." 26 But the 
e r r o r  of  Spring Hill  could  not be c o r r e c t e d ,  and the 
f rustrat ion  which had p reva i led  throughout  m o s t  of 
H ood 's  T e n n e ss e e  Campaign was only one p r o b le m  
which his a r m y  now fa ced .  L a ck  of m o r a l e ,  coupled  
with the depletion in the ranks and among the o f f i c e r s ,
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dem anded  prom pt  attention as Hood contem plated  his 
next m o v e .

THE CURTAIN F A L L S  AT NASHVILLE

Despite  his l o s s e s ,  Hood was not d issuaded f r o m  
his ult imate ob je c t ive  at Nashvil le .  Had he been m o r e  
prudent he would have known that the game was a lm os t  
o v e r ,  and he could l e s s e n  the weight o f  his c r o s s  only 
by retreat ing  to either the Duck or  T en n essee  r i v e r s .  
Whether  rash  or  reso lu te  is the best  t e r m  by which  to 
d e s c r i b e  Hood, his venture northward to Nashvi l le  
f o l low ing  the slaughter of  his a r m y  at Franklin is d i f ­
f icu lt  to understand. Schof ie ld 's  a rm y ,  sa fe ly  out of  
r e a c h ,  was moving  into the w ork s  at Nashvi l le ,  w here  
it m et  the t roops  of  A. J. Smith who a lso  a r r i v e d  on 
D e c e m b e r  1. Thom as  now had under his com m and  55,000 
e a g e r ,  wel l  fed and equipped troops  ready  to throw 
against  the battered gray a rm y  of 23 ,000  m en com in g  
r e l e n t l e s s l y  up the pike.

T h om a s ,  one of H ood 's  ins t ru c tors  at West  Point,  
was  a m ethod ica l ,  quiet m en who gave m et icu lous  
attention to planning s trategy b e fo r e  attempting its 
execut ion .  At Nashvil le  he did his usual thorough job 
o f  p repa r in g  his d e fenses  and deploying his t roops  
south o f  the city in two l ines  running east and west .  
The inner one was seven m i le s  long and extended along 
the edge  o f  the town. The outer l ine s tretched  nine 
m i l e s  a c r o s s  a range of hills in what is now a r e s i ­
dential sect ion  o f  the city.  Thus entrenched,  Th om as  
impatiently  waited for  his opportunity to str ike a lethal 
b low against his f o r m e r  student.

In one re sp e c t ,  H ood 's  sagacity  of  m oving  his a r m y  
im m e d ia te ly  to Nashvi lle  caused Thom as  to think that 
his opponent was s tronger  than was actual ly  the case .  
A b r ie f  tr ip  through the depleted gray  a rm y ,  however ,  
would have convinced Thomas that there  was nothing
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to fear .  H ood 's  hastily constructed  entrenchments ,  
lacking men to f i l l  them, w e re  no m atch  for  that outer 
F e d e r a l  de fense .  Simply stated, H ood 's  s t r a te g y  was 
to put Nashvil le  under a s iege and dare  Thomas to 
c o m e  out and fight. He thought that f r o m  his defensive  
pos i t ion  it was p o s s ib l e  fo r  him to re p e l  an attack and 
dr ive  the F e d e ra ls  back  into their w ork s .  He did not 
s e e m  to re a l i z e  that the s iege  i t se l f  was  ad verse ly  
af fect ing his shiver ing a rm y ,  which lacked  the bas ic  
n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  p r o v i s i o n s ,  clothing and fuel.

There  was only desu ltory  act ion for  two weeks  b e ­
tween the two a r m ie s ,  but within the Confederate  l ines
a feel ing grew  that a s t o r m  was brewing.27 It broke 
on D e ce m b e r  15 when Thomas  threw his t roops  f o r ­
ward  along the entire  l ine.  Generals  Jam es  Steedman 
and Thomas Wood com bined  f o r c e s  to pin down the 
Confederate  right and center  under Cheatham and Lee 
re sp e c t iv e ly .  On the left  flank, eight full  d iv is ions  
under Schofield ,  Smith and Wilson  started a turning 
m ovem ent  against Stewart. The mighty blue wave soon 
flowed past s o m e  sm al l  detached f o r c e s  operating b e ­
yond the main Confederate  l ine.  Five detached redoubts 
which  had been e re c te d  to protect  the l ine w ere  swept 
as ide ,  and a gen era l  Confederate  re trea t  ensued as 
f i r s t  one d iv is ion ,  then another was flanked out of  p o ­
sition. Night found the entire  a r m y  ree l ing  southward 
along muddy Granny White Pike.

General Th om as ,  obv iously  elated o ver  the day 's  
s u c c e s s ,  hast ily conc luded  that the Con federates  w e re  
in full  f light and the battle was  o v e r .  Schof ield,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  knew of  Hood 's  indomitable  f ighting spir it  and 
expec ted  him to be there  " re a d y  to f ight,  in the m o r n ­
ing." 28 He was quite r ight !  During the night engineer  s 
s c r a p e d  out so m e  b re a s tw o rk s  two m i l e s  south of  the 
f i r s t  l ine.  The f o r c e s  w e re  a lso  shifted. L e e ' s  c o r p s  
took  up the right wing on Peach  O rchard  Hill east o f  
Frankl in  Pike. Stewart 's  c o r p s ,  mauled the f irs t  day,
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m o v e d  into the center ,  and Cheatham anchored  the 
le ft  flank, whose  main salient was on the nor thernm ost  
hill  known today as Shy's H il l .29 The entire l ine,  wel l  
p r o te c t e d  with hills,  was shorter  and somewhat s tronger  
than the p rev ious  one.

At dawn Thomas  m oved  out with the sam e bas ic  
plan which  had worked  so w e l l  the p r e v io u s  day. 
Throughout the rainy morning,  the su p e r io r  F e d e r a l  
a r t i l l e r y  blasted away at the entire l ine,  e sp e c ia l ly  the 
f lanks.  Seeing Lee heavily engaged and be l iev ing  him 
to be in trouble ,  Hood made a tact ica l  e r r o r  by moving  
A. J. Smith's  d iv is ion  ( f o r m e r ly  C le b u rn e 's )  f r o m  left 
to right.  This s e r i o u s ly  weakened the embattled left ,  
w h e r e  W ilson  and his dismounted ca va lry m e n  finally 
w o rk e d  their way around the flank and got astr ide  
Granny White Pike. The m en on Shy's Hill w e re  thus 
boxed  in f r o m  three d irect ions .  When the last  C o n ­
fe d e ra te  parapet  there was leve led  about 4 p. m., the 
F e d e r a l  infantry was o r d e re d  to attack. Outnumbered,  
the de fen ders  gam ely  held on until they w e re  l i t e ra l ly  
o v e r r u n  by the mighty blue host s torm ing  up the s lopes .  
About  half  of  the Confederate  com m and  on Shy's Hill 
was  wiped out be fo re  the inevitable break  c a m e .  The 
s c h i s m  quickly  spread  f r o m  the left  into the center ,  
until  the hills and f ie lds  w e re  f i l led with a muddy m a s s  
o f  Con federate  gray stream ing  south toward safety.  
Having fought its heart out at Franklin and Nashvi l le ,  
the A r m y  o f  T en nessee ,  cold  and hungry, had d e g e n e ­
rated  into a mob.  Hundreds o f  bare footed  men stumbled 
blindly  through the darkness ,  their  footprints  leaving 
a t r a i l  of  b lood  down the f r o z e n  Franklin Pike.  E ven  
Hood understood  now that his ambit ious  campaign was 
o ver .  "I was seated upon my horse  not far in the rear  
when the b r e a c h  was e f fected ," he w rote  "an d  soon 
d i s c o v e r e d  that all hope to ral ly  the t roops  was vain. 
Com m enting  on this,  Dyer  wrote  " F o r  once  Hood was 
c l e a r l y  and unmistakably right. Ten days later
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the ree lin g , h arassed  a rm y  finally stopped its flight 
south o f  the T en n essee  R iv e r .  The high hopes which 
had wafted into the autumn breezes  along with the 
R ebel y e l ls  at Gadsden, lay strew n throughout the 
b lood -s ta in ed  h ills  and va lleys  o f  M iddle T en nessee .

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TENNESSEE CAM PAIGN

The c l im a t ic  Battle o f  N ashville  was the last e n ­
gagem ent o f  m a te r ia l  im p ort  between the C onfederate  
and F ed era l  a r m ie s .  When the A rm y  of T ennessee  
set out f r o m  Gadsden in O ctober ,  it num bered  a p p ro x i ­
m ate ly  35, 000 tro o p s .  That num ber had dwindled to 
15, 000 when it a r r iv e d  in winter qu a rters  at Tupelo, 
M iss is s ip p i ,  two and one half months la ter .  Its e f ­
fe c t iv e n e ss  as a fighting organ ization , o f  c o u rse ,  was 
d estroyed . Only L e e 's  A rm y  of N orthern  V irg in ia  
was left to deal with the a w esom e pow er  o f  the F e d ­
e r a l  m ilita ry  might. The co l la p se  o f  H ood 's  T en nessee  
Cam paignm eant that Sherman could  im m edia te ly  join 
Grant and together  they could cru sh  Lee at R ichm ond. 
L ee , how ever , see ing  the u s e le s s n e s s  o f  continued 
r e s is te n c e ,  su rre n d e re d  four months la ter  in dignity 
b e fo r e  his a rm y  was torn  to sh reds .

One thing w hich should be said o f  H ood 's  T en nessee  
cam paign  is that it had at least a chance fo r  s u c c e s s .  
A long with that s l im  chance, went s e v e r a l  exce llen t  
opportun ities  w hich could have turned the d isa ster  into 
a m agn ificen t  p e rso n a l  trium ph for  Hood. F r o m  a 
C on federate  standpoint, the tragedy  is  that the a ffa ir  
w as blundered  p r a c t ic a l ly  f r o m  beginning to end. Hood, 
as C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f ,  must bear the m a jo r  r e s ­
p on s ib il ity  fo r  the ca tastrophe . But had the cam paign  
turned to his advantage on one o f  the lo s t  opportun ities ,  
it is con ce iv a b le  that the ou tcom e o f  the C iv il  War 
w ould  have been a ffected . It should be re m e m b e re d  
that at that tim e a strong p eace  m ovem en t was u n d er -
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way throughout the North. Undoubtedly,  the c la m o r  
f o r  a negotiated peace  would have in c r e a s e d  had Hood 
s u c ce e d e d  with his or ig ina l  plan. Southern independence 
might  have be c o m e  a rea l i ty  and the c o u r s e  of  A m e r i ­
can h is tory  changed. When one ponders  these and 
other  p o ss ib i l i t i e s  growing out o f  the i l l - fa te d  T e n n e s ­
see  campaign,  it is c lear  that H ood 's  e f fort  sea led  the 
i s su e  once  and for  all.
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