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The C iv i l  War D iary  o f  Chaplain  E l i jah  E. Edwards  
o f  the Seventh M innesota  R eg im en t  p r o v i d e s  im portant  
in fo rm a t ion  on a c t iv i t ie s  o c c u r i n g  late in the war  at 
such  p la c e s  as N a s h v i l l e ,  New O r lea n s ,  M ob i le ,  
M o n tg o m e r y ,  and Selma.  Written in an imaginat ive  
na rra t iv e  f o r m ,  the d ia ry  a l so  inc ludes  n u m e r o u s  w e l l  
drawn p e n c i l  sketches  which  the R e v e r e n d  Edwards  
m ade  o f  events  and p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  with his 
work .  The d ia ry  and s k e t ch e s ,  seen  toge th er ,  p rov id e  
one with a penetrat ing  insight  into the w ar  f r o m  the 
standpoint o f  one who s e r v e d  near  the heart  o f  both 
su f fer ing  and t r iumph.

The Seventh M innesota  R eg im en t  was o rg a n iz e d  
in St. Paul in August ,  1862, and spent its f i r s t  year  
fighting Indians.  In July,  1864, it pa r t i c ip a ted  in its 
f i r s t  m a jo r  C iv i l  War en ga gem en t  at the Battle of  
Tupelo ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  w h e re  Chapla in Edwards  was 
c o m m e n d e d  by his c o m m a n d in g  o f f i c e r  f o r  his d i l igen ce  
in ca r in g  f o r  the wounded.  A f te r  ra id ing  O x f o r d ,  
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  the Seventh R e g im e n t  in Septem ber  and 
O c t o b e r  p ursu ed  C on fe d e ra te  G e n e ra l  Sterl ing P r i c e  
through  A rka n sas  and M is s o u r i .

On N o v e m b e r  30, the R eg im en t  a r r i v e d  in Na shvi l le  
f r o m  St. Louis  and was  a c t i v e ly  engaged  in the S ix 
teenth C o r p s  on the right  side o f  the F e d e r a l  l ine on 
both days  o f  this c l i m a t i c  batt le ,  D e c e m b e r  15-16. The
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R e v e r e n d  E d w a r d s  w a s  again  c i t ed  f o r  his  a c t i v e  and 
z e a l o u s  c a r e  o f  the w ou n ded .  The R e g i m e n t  f o l l o w e d  
the C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  south  to P u la s k i ,  
then  went  into  w in te r  q u a r t e r  s at E a s t p o r t ,  M is  s i s  s ippi .

In M a r c h ,  1865, the Seventh w as  q u a r t e r e d  f o r  a 
f e w  days  on Dauphin Is land,  o f f  M o b i l e  B ay ,  to  p a r 
t i c ip a t e  in the s i e g e  o f  M o b i l e .  Then  it m a r c h e d  n o r t h 
w a r d  to in v es t  Spanish F o r t ,  the p r i n c i p a l  d e f e n s e  of  
M o b i l e  o n  the ea s t  s ide  o f  the bay.  A f t e r  Spanish 
F o r t  f e l l  on A p r i l  8, the Seventh R e g i m e n t  b eg a n  a l o n g  
m a r c h  n o r t h w a r d  to M o n t g o m e r y ,  w h e r e  it a r r i v e d  on 
the tw e n ty - f i f th .  On May 10, the R e g i m e n t  e m b a r k e d  
on  s t e a m b o a t s  f o r  S e lm a ,  w h i c h  had b e e n  b u r n e d  by 
G e n e r a l  J a m e s  W i l s o n ' s  c a v a l r y  ra id  in A p r i l .  T h e r e  
it r e s t e d  until July 20, when the h ardy  s o l d i e r s  r e 
tu rn ed  h o m e  to M in n e s o ta  to be m u s t e r e d  out o f  the 
s e r v i c e  on August  16.

The e d i t o r  is  happy to p r e s e n t  to our  r e a d e r s  this 
f i r s t  in s ta l lm e n t  o f  Chapla in  E d w a r d ' s  d ia r y ,  a lon g  
w i th  his  p i c t u r e  s k e t c h e s  when the p r i n t  h a s  been  
p la in  enough.  Only in c id e n ta l  ch a n g e s  f o r  c l a r i t y  have  
b e e n  m a d e  in the text .  A c o p y  o f  the d ia r y  is  in c lu d e d  
in the m a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the H untsv i l le  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y ' s  H e r i ta g e  R o o m .  The l o c a t i o n  o f  the o r i g i n a l  
is  unknown.
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DIARY OF CHAPLA I N 

ELIJAH E. EDWARDS

B A T T L E  OF N A S H V IL L E  2nd DAY  

F IE L D  H O S P IT A L  ON B A T T L E  GROUND

Dec. 16th, 1864

This day is rendered generous by the achievement 
of a m em orab le  v ic to ry  over  the ent ire fo rces  of Gen. 
Hood which are  now scattered in tumultuous f light, 
our a rm y  in pursuit. I must descr ibe  what I witnessed 
and to do this must go back to the beginning o f  the day. 
Last night I stayed in the tent under the mist le toe,  and 
as I had fo reseen  for  the last t ime, for  the a rm y  that 
bivouacked there the night of the 14th returns no more .  
At daybreak I left  the tent and returned to our l ines, 
where  I found the men of  our brigade and division, 
s t a n d i n g  i n b a t t l e  line, or in a long double row 
awaiting orders  to move  forward.  The reg imental  
p o s t m a s t e r  h a d  a r r i v ed  and was distributing the 
eager ly  expected mai l  to the men in the ranks. Happy 
those who had rece iv ed  le t ters  f r o m  home, even though 
they might have scant t ime to read be fore  the bugles 
should sound the onward movement . I r ece iv ed  a l e t 
ter ,  read it, and answered it while  sitting on my horse 
and even as the Regimenta l  P. M. galloped back to 
camp, rang forth the c lear  notes of the bugles and the 
troops were  in motion. A v igorous s to rm  of shot and 
shell  f r o m th e  enemy's  works gave us and (s ic )  earnest 
[announcement] of the r e c e p t i o n  that awaited us. 
Crushing my newly r ece ived  le t ter  deep into my pocket, 
I fo l lowed the rapid ly  moving columns. Our p rog ress
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was,  however ,  not so tr iumphant as on y es te rday .  The 
Confedera tes  made a most  de term ined  stand, re fus ing 
to r ec ed e  an inch fa r ther .  They, having much the ad 
vantage,  being w e l l  intrenched behind a stone wall ,  
which was strengthened by earth  thrown against it and 
ba r r i caded  by ra i l s  laid against the w a l l  and sloping 
f r o m  the top to the ground. (I doubt the w is d o m  of 
th is )  The enem y had guns on the inside looking g r im ly  
toward us through enc lozures  (s i c )  in the  wa l ls .  T h e r e  
w e r e  a lso  ba r r icades  of r a i l s  in f ront o f  the wa l ls ,  
c l e a r l y  v is ib le  f r o m  our l ines.  The 3rd B r igade  w e r e  
ranged behind a fence ,  the 12th being on the r ight  on 
the Granny White P ike ,  and to the left ,  the 7th M in n e 
sota and with the 12th d i r e c t l y  opposite  a s t rong ly  
fo r t i f i ed  part of  the enem y 's  works .  T h e re  we w e r e  
o rd e red  to halt, and to escape  the ga l l ing  f i r e  f r o m  the 
e n e m y ' s l ines to l ie  prone upon our faces  with our heads 
to the enemy.  Sk ir im ish ers ,  meanwhi le ,  w e r e  sent 
f o rw a rd  to the most  ava i lab le  posit ions and peppered  
the enem y 's  l ines with w e l l  d i rec ted  r i f l e  shots. The 
cannon f r o m  the enem y 's  l ines b lazed away fu r ious ly  
and i n c e s s a n t l y  at our men, their  shots g en e ra l l y  
pass ing ove r  our heads, their  shel ls  exploding s o m e 
t im es  a m i le  to our r ea r .

Our batter ies  w e r e  situated a quarter  o f  a m i l e  to 
our r e a r ,  and threw  their  shots and she lls  o v e r  our 
heads, as accord ing  to some repo r ts  doing m o r e  
damage  to our own l ines than to those of  the r eb e ls .  
C e r ta in ly  some of our men w e r e  k i l led  or wounded by 
them. It is a d is t res  s ingly  de l ica te  pos i t ion to occupy, 
ba t te r ies  in f ront and r ea r  and an a r t i l l e r y  duel rag ing  
in m id - a i r  o v e r  our heads. The wonder  is that our 
m en  endured it so lotig and we l l .  I did not cove t  a 
p o s i t i o n  in the l ine,  but stationed [m yse l f  with an] 
ambulance corps in the r ea r ,  and on the le f t  of the 
battery  b e fo re  mentioned.  Occas iona l ly  we v is i ted  
l ines to r em o v e  a wounded so ld ie r  to the f ie ld  hospital
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Battle o f  Nashvi l le ,  a f t e r n o o n  o f  2nd day ( S e e  page  8)



s o m e t i m e s  under  a heavy  f i r e  o f  m u s k e t r y .  As  our  m e n  
w e r e  not in a c t i o n ,  I [passed ]  the t im e  by m a k in g  hasty  
s k e t c h e s  o f  the b a t t le f ie ld .  The s k e t c h  o p p o s i t e  r e p r e 
sents  the f i e ld  as it a p p e a r e d  on the a f t e r n o o n  o f  the 
16th inst .  with the r e la t i v e  p o s i t i o n  o f  the 1st d i v i s i o n  
and that par t  o f  the e n e m y ' s  l ine ,  the le f t  o f  w h ich  
r e s t s  on o r  n e a r  the s u m m it  o f  O v e r to n  h i l l  on  the 
r ight  o f  the p i c t u r e .  On the le f t  is  the B r a d f o r d  m a n 
s ion ,  a f t e r w a r d  the f i e ld  h osp i ta l ,  and in the r ight  
f o r e g r o u n d  the 2nd Iowa B a t t e r y  w h i c h  had b e e n  ac t ing  
as  a r e s e r v e .  The  T h i r d  B r i g a d e  r e s t s  on a l ine 
p a r a l l e l  w ith  the e n e m y ' s  l ine ,  ex tend ing  f r o m  n e a r  
the B r a d f o r d  m a n s io n  to the p ike .  On the r ig h t  l i e s  
the 2nd B r ig a d e ,  £under7 Co l .  Hubbard  and b e y o n d  that 
the f i r s t  B r ig a d e  [under}  Co l .  M c M i l l e n .  Our (T h i r d )  
B r ig a d e  s in c e  the death o f  Co l .  Hi l l  in the c a p t u r e  of  
the F o r t  on H i l l s b o r o  P ike  has b een  under  c o m m a n d  of  
C o l .  M a r s h a l l ,  Lieut .  Co l .  B r a d l e y  c o m m a n d i n g  the 
r e g i m e n t .  B e tw e e n  the B r a d f o r d  m a n s i o n  and f o r e 
g rou n d  o f  the p i c t u r e ,  m e a n d e r s  g r a c e f u l l y  a s m a l l  
c r e e k  and under  the s h e l t e r  o f  its r ight  bank s o l d i e r s  
a r e  f i l l in g  the ir  ca n te e n s  with w a t e r ,  o r  id ly  si t t ing  

and d i s c u s s i n g  the events  o f  the day.  Som e  with  r e c k 
l e s s  b r a v a d o  a r e  p la y in g  c a r d s .  And y e t  the w h o le  
l ine  is  under  a cont inual  ha ras  sing  f i r e  f r o m  m u s k e t r y  
and cannon.  A s  b e f o r e  m e n t io n e d  the m i s s i l e s  a r e  
a i m e d  too  high to do m u c h  d a m a g e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  quite  
a n u m b e r  w e r e  w ounded  whi le  ly ing  p r o n e  upon t h e i r  
f a c e s ,  w h o m  I r e m o v e d  to the h osp i ta l  and in so  d o ing ,  
p a s s e d  o v e r  e x p o s e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  the f i e ld  ra k e d  by  the 
e n e m y ' s  guns.  The b o d ie s  o f  two o f  the m e n ,  w h o m  I 
found dead  on the banks o f  the c r e e k ,  I did not  r e m o v e  
s i n c e  as ye t  no  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  had b e e n  m a d e  as to p la c e  
o f  b u r ia l ,  and it w as  p r o p e r  that dur ing  the batt le  a l l  
ou r  attention should  be g iven  to  the l iv ing .  A f t e r  r e 
m o v in g  the wounded  to  the h osp i ta l ,  n e a r l y  a m i l e  to 
the r e a r ,  I w alk ed  o v e r  to  the B r a d f o r d  m a n s io n  but



found it an unsafe p la c e .  It was  a l r e a d y  r idd led  by 
shot and shell ,  it being  in e a s y  range o f  the r e b e l  
l ines .  Sh arp sh oo ters  f i r e d  w h e n e v e r  a blue coat a p 
p e a r e d  at the window or  d o o r s .  Notwithstanding the 
p e r i l  a few  l a w le s s  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  loot ing  the 
building o f  its t r e a s u r e s  and sm a sh in g  its furniture .
I m ake  this mention  to c l e a r  the hospita l  c o r p s  f r o m  
the charge  o f  this w r e c k a g e ,  as the v a n d a l i s m  d isp layed  
was  p r i o r  to their  o c c u p at ion  o f  the b u i l d i n g  a s  a 
F ie ld  Hospita l .  As  it was  d an gerou s  to r e m a in  here ,  
and m y  l ine o f  duty was  outs ide ,  I re turned  o r  started 
to return  to the F ie ld  Hospita l .  I had p r o c e e d e d  so m e  
d is tan ce  when I was  s tart led  by a t e r r i f i c  cannonading 
f r o m  both s id e s .  The earth  shook  with the r o a r  of  
the a r t i l l e r y .  I no t i ced  h ere  s o m e  o f  the phenomena 
ac c o m p a n y in g  a battle.  B i rd s  w hir l ing  in m i d - a i r  
d rop ped  suddenly to the earth  as i f  k i l l ed  by the c o n 
cu ss ion .  Wild rabbits  l o s t  the fea r  o f  man in their 
t e r r o r ,  and rushed  to his feet  fo r  sh e l te r .  So ld iers  
w e r e  seen  in the background  o f  this battle rushing 
a i m l e s s l y  to and f r o ,  s o m e  to find the ir  p la c e s  and 
o th ers  I fea r  to get out o f  danger .  An o f f i c e r  and lady 
gai ly  mounted had r idden down f r o m  Nashvi l le  to be 
s p e c t a t o r s  o f  the battle.  At the n ea r  burst ing  o f  a 
sh e l l  they suddenly  turned their  h o r s e s  heads toward  
the ci ty and ga l loped  m ad ly  back .  The lady at the 
burst ing  of  another she l l  s e e m e d  to faint and was f a l l 
ing f r o m  her seat,  when her  c a v a l i e r  road  c l o s e l y  
b e s id e  her ,  caught her  wais t  in his a r m  and so su p 
p o r te d  her  t i l l  they d is a p p e a r e d  f r o m  sight.  At this 
instant a c l o s e d  c a r r i a g e  d r o v e  in f r o m  the ci ty ,  and 
halted not far f r o m  the a r t i l l e r y .  The d o o r  opened  
and a m an  with a l a r g e  head,  set  on heavy ,  b road  
sh ou ld er  s with a s trang ly  m a rk e d  f a c e ,  s m o o th  shaved,  
and f lushed  to a pu rp l i sh  red n es  s, and e y e s  that g la re d  
l ike  th ose  o f  a l ion,  leaned out o f  the c a r r i a g e  fo r  a 
m o m e n t ,  and then w i th drew  s la m m in g  the d o o r  and
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shout ing  to the d r i v e r  to r e tu r n  at o n c e ;  and it w as  
t i m e  a m id s t  th ose  [Tninie] ba l l s  and b u r s t in g  s h e l l s .  
T h is  w as  no  p l a c e  f o r  his E x c e l l e n c y  Gov.  A n d r e w  
Jo h n s o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e .

E a r l i e r  in the day I had s e e n  Gen. [George"] T h o m a s  
and his s ta f f  r id ing  a lon g  in r e a r  o f  our  l i n e s ,  i n d i f 
f e r e n t  to the p e r i l  in the r e a r ,  r e a l l y  as  g r e a t  as  that 
in f ront .  I had o n c e  a l s o  s e e n  Gen. -A. J. Sm ith  and 
s ta f f  r id in g  but the cou n ten a n c e  o f  Gen.  S m ith  was  
e a g e r  and in tense .

P a s s i n g  a s m a l l  f r a m e  h ouse ,  a sh o r t  d i s t a n c e  to 
the r e a r  o f  th is  b a t te r y ,  whi le  the cannonad ing  w as  
go in g  on,  I saw an old man si tt ing by h is  d o o r s t e p  
c a l m l y  s m o k in g  a p ipe  and a p p a re n t ly  u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  
the battle  go ing  [on j .  In the f r o n t  y a r d  o f  his c o t ta ge  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  o f  f r o m  4 to 10 y e a r s  o ld  w e r e  
p la y in g  the g a m e  o f  h o r s e ,  one o f  t h e m  b e ing  h i t ched  
to a s m a l l  c a r t  and the o th er  d r iv in g .  T h e y  had g r o w n  
t i r e d  o f  the batt les  din and had re tu r n e d  to t h e i r  p lay .  
On m y  r e t u r n  to the l in e s ,  I e n c o u n te r e d  an a m m u n i t i o n  
w a g o n  m o v i n g  r a t h e r  r a p id ly  t o w a r d  the l i n e s ,  but 
without  a d r i v e r .  I took  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the t r a in  and 
ga ve  it into  the hands o f  a s o l d i e r  to  take b a c k  to  the 
c o r r a l .  Stil l  n e a r e r  the l ine  I e n c o u n t e r e d  a m o s t  
i m p r e s s i v e  g rou p ,  a c a v a l r y  s o l d i e r  ly ing  dead  upon 
the g roun d  with upturned  f a c e ,  and his w a r  h o r s e  
s tanding  b e s id e  as i f  gu a rd in g  his  b od y  o r  m o u r n i n g  
his fa l l .  When I r e a c h e d  the f i e ld  the Iowa B a t t e r y  
w a s  fu l l  o f  a c t i o n  and g r e a t  c l o u d s  o f  s m o k e  o b s c u r e d  
the v i e w  and the guns f r o m t h e  h i l l s  w e r e  s t i l l  r e p ly in g .  
Suddenly  the f i r in g  f r o m  the Iowa B a t t e r y  c e a s e d  and 
the s m o k e  c l e a r i n g  aw ay  r e v e a l e d  ou r  D i v i s i o n  in fu l l  
m o t i o n  t o w a r d  the h i l l s .  The  1st B r ig a d e  on the right  
w a s  a l r e a d y  s c a l in g  the hil l .  The 2nd B r ig a d e  was  
f o l l o w in g  and at la s t ,  h u r r a h :  The T h i r d .  It w a s  an 
e c h e l o n  c h a r g e  and the l ine  o f  a t tack  w as  a d ia gona l ,  
the r ight  a d van c in g  f i r s t ,  and the le f t  last .  It w a s  not
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a r e g u l a r  l ine  su ch  as  I had e x p e c t e d  to s e e .  The  m e n  
did  not m a r c h  as  the a r t i s t s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  s ide  by- 
s id e ,  s h o u ld e r  to sh o u ld e r  in ran k s ,  but s c a t t e r e d  w i d e 
ly  o v e r  the f i e ld ,  a l l  h u r r y in g  to be f o r e m o s t ,  f i r in g  i r 
r e g u l a r l y  as they a d v a n ce d  p r e s s i n g  f o r w a r d ,  s t e a d i ly  
as  a w h o le  o v e r  f i e ld s  that w e r e  m u d d y  f r o m  the r e c e n t  
r a i n s ,  a c r o s s  h e d g e s  and o th er  o b s t r u c t i o n s  to th e ir  
d e s t in a t io n ,  the e n t r e n c h m e n t s  o f  the e n e m y .  C o n 
t inuous  puf fs  o f  white s m o k e  p r o c l a i m e d  the e n e m y  
a w a it in g  t h e m  and r e a d y  to f ight  hand to hand in the 
f ina l  s t r u g g le .

It w a s  a m o m e n t  o f  t e r r i b l e  d r e a d  and anxiety.  
N a tu ra l ly  in the e c h e l o n  c h a r g e  the f i e r c i c e t  s t r u g g le  
and the g r e a t e s t  l o s s  w as  w i t h £ t h e j  end o f  the l ine  
that s t r u c k  f i r s t ,  as  it n o t  on ly  r e c e i v e d  the f i r e  o f  the 
l ine  o p p o s i t e  but a l s o  a h ea vy  en f i lad ing  f i r e  f r o m  the 
le f t .  The  l o s s  w as  h ea vy  a l l  a long  the l ine .  The  7th 
M in n e s o t a  having  le f t  s e v e n  dead upon the f i e ld  and 
th ir ty  s i x  w ounded .

The  r ight  o f  ou r  l ine  s t r u c k  f i r s t  the b r e a s t w o r k  
o f  the e n e m y .  T h ey  s p r a n g  o v e r  the e a s y  b a r r i e r ,  
and fought  hand to hand with  the gunner  s. A  t r e m e n d o u s  
shout  f r o m  the hi l l  announced  its  b a t t e r i e s  c a p t u r e d .  
T h o s e  that d e fen d ed  t h e m  w e r e  e i th er  a m o n g  the k i l l e d ,  
the w ounded  o r  the f u g i t iv e s  o r  p r i s o n e r s .  T h e r e  w as  
no  m i s t a k in g  [th is ] .  The  f lag  o f  the Union f l o a te d  f r o m  
the h ig h es t  o f  the r ight ,  and f r o m  one  po int  a f t e r  a n o th er  
unti l  the en t i re  a r m y  o f  Hood  w a s  ro u te d  and f l e e in g .  
R a p id ly  as  p o s s i b l e  w e r e  our  w ounded  in this  la st  
batt le  c a r r i e d  f r o m  the f i e ld  into the B r a d f o r d  m a n s io n ,  
w h i c h  w a s  m a d e  into a h osp i ta l  and the dead  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  t h e r e  and p la c e d  r e v e r e n t l y  s ide  by  s id e  to 
a w a i t  b u r i a l .  The battle w as  o v e r  and won .  The  
a r m y  o f  Hood  w as  in fu l l  f l ight ,  the a r m y  o f  the Union 
in unt ir ing ,  r e l e n t l e s s  p u rsu it .  T h ey  had e n t e r e d  the 
f i e ld  on the m o r n in g  o f  the 14th suppl ied  with  3 days  
r a t i o n s ,  and did not halt  f o r  a f r e s h  supply ,  w h i c h  w as  o f
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c o u r s e  sent  a f te r  th e m .  A f t e r  2 days  in w h ich  c a n 
nonad ing  and m u s k e t r y  f i r in g  w as  i n c e s s a n t ,  the 
s i l e n c e  that f o l l o w e d  s e e m e d  s o m e t h in g  s t r a n g e  and 
awful .  E ven  the c h e e r i n g  ^stopped/  as our  p u r s u in g  
a r m y  d i s a p p e a r e d  o v e r  the h i l l s .  But in the h o s p i ta l  
and s o m e  p l a c e s  w e r e  h ea rd  the m o a n s  o f  the w ou n ded  
and dy ing .  A f t e r  a wh ile  the night c a m e  down upon  us,  
and t h e r e  w a s  th ick  d a r k n e s s  and the ra in  w a s  fa l l in g  
s t e a d i ly ,  d i s m a l l y .  B e f o r e  the d a r k n e s s  se t  in Col .  
M a r s h a l l  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  the f ront  o r  f r o m  the p l a c e  
c h o s e n  f o r  the b iv o u a c  and send ing  f o r  m e  c o m m i s 
s i o n e d  m e  to  r e t u r n  to the c i ty ,  and t e l e g r a p h  r e s u l t s  
o f  the c o n t e s t ,  l i s t  o f  c a s u a l i t i e s ,  e tc .  , to  the c i ty  
p a p e r s  o f  St. Pau l  and a f t e r w a r d  to w r i t e  to M r s .  
M a r s h a l l  a s s u r i n g  her  o f  his s a fe ty  and g iv in g  such  
p a r t i c u l a r s  as he did not c a r e  to have p u b l i s h e d .  F o l 
l o w in g  the c o u r s e  o f  the G ranny  White P ik e ,  I had no 
d i f f i c u l ty  in f inding m y  w ay  to the t e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e ,  
though  it w a s  d a rk  b e f o r e  m y  a r r i v a l .  Owing to  the 
c r o w d  at the o f f i c e ,  I did not s u c c e e d  in gett ing  m y  
m e s s a g e s  sent  o ff ,  and it w as  e ight  o ' c l o c k  b e f o r e  m y  
r e t u r n .  The r id e  b a c k  to the H os p i ta l  w a s  o f  i n c o n 
c e i v a b l e  l o n e l i n e s s  and not without  i ts  p e r i l s .  The 
d a r k n e s s  w a s  in ten se ,  and I had to f a c e  a con t in u ou s  
p e l t in g  ra in .  M u c h  o f  the t i m e  I had to f e e l  m y  w ay  
and w a s  guided  r a th e r  by p i c k e t  f i r e s  than by  what  I 
c o u ld  s e e  o f  the r o a d .  When aw a y  f r o m  the h ighw ay  
and no  f i r e s  w e r e  v i s i b l e  I had to t rus t  to the s a g a c i t y  
o f  m y  h o r s e ,  who guided by  a s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n  u n 
kn ow n  to m y s e l f ,  r e tu r n e d  to the m a c a d a m i z e d  p ike .  
H o p e f u l ly  I a p p r o a c h e d  a b la z in g  f i r e  in the d i s t a n c e ,  
but to  m y  d i s m a y  w as  halted by a sent ina l  w h o  p r e s e n t 
ing a r m s  d e m a n d e d  the c o u n t e r s ig n .  I k n ew  o f  none ,  
but on g iv ing  m y  rank and m i s s i o n  QieJ r e lu c ta n t ly  
a g r e e d  to p a s s  m e ,  but w a r n e d  m e  that the next  p i c k e t  
w ould  a r r e s t  m e  o r  turn  m e  b a c k ,  and a d v i s e d  m e  to 
r e t u r n  to the c i ty  and f ind l o d g e m e n t  f o r  the night.  
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I p r e f e r e d  taking m y  ch a n c e s ,  and p lodded  on in the 
d a rk n ess  and rain.  A half  m i le  brought  m e  to the next 
pos t  w h ere  I d i s c e r n e d  a m u f f led  sent inel  standing by 
a d i s c o u r a g e d  looking  f i r e .  T ru st in g  to the da rk ness  
I d ism ounted  and led m y  h o r s e  in a c i r c u i t o u s  path to 
the right o f  the sentinel ,  keep ing  m y s e l f  w e l l  out o f  
sight by walking on the op p os i te  s ide o f  m y  h o r s e .  
Once  or tw ice  he looked  inquir ing ly  toward  the h o r s e ,  
but see ing  no r id e r  a l low ed  it to p a ss  without cha l lenge .  
Soon a fter I found m y s e l f  a long on the batt le f ie ld .  The 
roa d  led m e  o v e r  a s p e c t r a l  l a n d sca p e  i l lum ined  and 
m ade  v i s ib le  here  and there  by m ov in g  l ights of  
lanterns  c a r r i e d  by m e n - - p r o b a b l y  s e a r c h in g  p art ies  
look ing  fo r  the dead or  wounded.  T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  
f i r e s  o v e r  w hich  s t r a g g l e r s  w e r e  c r o u c h in g  o r  lurking  
behind hedges  or  stone  w a l l s .  W er e  {they] there  p lun
der ing  the d e a d ?  o r  w e r e  they con ju red  by (their} own 
o v e r  wrought  imaginat ion .  Only one man hailed m e ,  
and I stopped to talk with him. He was  a c iv i l ian  and 
as he said a m e m b e r  of  the C h r is t ia n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
there  to r e s c u e  the wounded.  I saw one man with a 
lantern  bending o v e r  the body o f  a dead s o ld i e r .  In 
addit ion to the l ight o f  a few  lanterns  and f i r e s ,  there  
was  an o c c a s s i o n a l  i l lum inat ion  o f  the d r e a r y  s cene  by 
f la shes  o f  l ightning.

It was v e r y  late when I re turned  to the f i e ld  h o s 
pital ,  s o m e w h e r e  b etw een  ten and e le v e n  o ' c l o c k .  Even 
in the ra in  and d a rk n ess  I ought not to have been  o v e r  
an hour in making the j o u r n e y ,  and I had been 2 h o u r s  
and a half.  I d i s c o v e r e d  what I might have b e f o r e  s u s 
p e c te d  that I was  lo s t  on the battle ground,  and had 
w an d e re d  two o r  three  m i l e s  out o f  m y  way.  I had r e 
turned by the Frankl in  instead of  the Granny White 
P ike .  I m ust  have m a d e  the m is ta k e  on leav ing  the 
ci ty .  This  c a r r i e d  m e  a m i l e  o r  two beyond H o o d 's  
battle l ine o f  the day b e f o r e .  How it was  that I found 
m y  way  back  to the Hospita l ,  I cannot c o n c e i v e  u n less
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it w a s  by John G i lp e n 's  e x c u s e :  " I  c a m e  b e c a u s e  m y  
hor  se  would  c o m e .  "  Wet  and w e a r y ,  I had about  enou gh  
s t r e n g t h  and e n e r g y  le f t  to fa s ten  m y  h o r s e  in a s ta ll ,  
and m a k in g  m y  way  th rou g h  the h o s p i ta l  to the part  
u s e d  by  the B r a d f o r d s  as  a k itchen ,  and w h i c h  the 
s u r g e o n s  had f it ted  up as  a h e a d q u a r te r s  and g e n e r a l  
r e c e p t i o n  r o o m ,  f lung m y s e l f  down upon a c o u c h  and 
a l m o s t  in s ta n ta n e o u s ly  d r o p p e d  into just  s u c h  a d e e p  
and d r e a m l e s s  s l e e p  as  I did during  the batt le  o f  T u p e lo  
on  the 2nd night.

E X P L A N A T I O N S  AN D A D D E N D U M S,  D e c .  17, 1864

The r e p o r t  dated the 16th w as  w r i t t e n  t od a y  a s  dur ing  
a l l  o f  y e s t e r d a y  I had not t i m e  f o r  a l ine ,  and o n ly  f o r  
the m o s t  c r u d e  and rap id  s k e t c h i n g .  S o m e  o f  the 
s k e t c h e s  w e r e  m e n ta l  s n a p sh ots ,  taken  on the spot  and 
d e v e l o p e d  in the d a rk  r o o m  o f  m e m o r y  l a t e r .  S om e  
o f  the s k e t c h e s  w e r e  m a d e  in e x t r e m e  dan ger  o r  u n d er  
f i r e ,  but th e s e  w e r e  h u r r i e d  and w e r e  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  
p i c t u r e s  to be f i l l e d  up la ter .

We have  not ye t  the d e ta i l s  in fu l l  o f  y e s t e r d a y ' s  
g r e a t  v i c t o r y ,  but know it to have been  c o m p l e t e ,  and 
that the a r m i e s  o f  Hood  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  ann ih i la ted .  
What r e m a i n s  o f  t h e m  a r e  f l e e in g  t o w a r d s  F r a n k l in  
and C o lu m b ia ,  the Union A r m y  or  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  it in 
fu l l  p u rs u i t .  The s u r g e o n s  and the ch a p la in s ,  o r  the 
g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e m  a r e  le f t  in c h a r g e  o f  the h o s p i t a l s .  
T h is  i s  why I r e m a i n  at the B r a d f o r d  m a n s io n  w h i l e  the 
7th M in n e s o t a  a r e  h u rr y in g  a f te r  Hood.  D u r in g  the 
night  the wounded w e r e  brou gh t  in f r o m  the f i e l d  and 
p l a c e d  e i th e r  in the F ie ld  H osp i ta l  o r ,  i f  a b le  to  be  
m o v e d ,  to  the c i ty  H o sp i ta ls .

This  bui ld ing  is  w e l l  f i l l e d  with wounded  m e n .  They  
a r e  a r r a n g e d  in r o w s  upon the f l o o r  on  co t s  o r  s t r e t c h 
e r s .  It is  p i t i fu l  to s e e  the qu e s t io n in g  l o o k  in the 
e y e s  o f  s o m e  o f  th e s e  h e l p l e s s  and s u f f e r in g  o n e s ,
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e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h o s e  not  ye t  i n f o r m e d  o f  the n a ture  o r  
extent  o f  the ir  w ou n ds .  Ebbing  l i f e - b l o o d ,  fa l t e r in g  
fa i l in g  p u ls e ,  g la z in g  eye  m a d e  it ev id en t  to  m e  who 
w e r e  the d o o m e d ;  but how c ou ld  anyone  t e l l  that l i f e ' s  
bat t le  w as  so  n e a r l y  o v e r .

I w r o t e  l e t t e r s  f o r  s o m e .  One I w r o t e  f o r  a m e m b e r  
o f  the 5th Minn.  Inf. who had r e c e i v e d  a m o r t a l  wound 
and k new  that he w as  dy ing.  He a s k e d  m e  to r e a d  and 
p r a y  with  h im.  His own chap la in  w as  not  p r e s e n t .  He 
s h o w e d  m e  a t e s t a m e n t ,  w e l l - w o r n ,  and c a r r i e d  
co n s t a n t ly  with h im.  He sh ow ed  s o m e  l in e s  w r i t t e n  
by  his  w i fe ,  on a f l y  l e a f - - t h a t  w i fe  1, 000 m i l e s  aw ay ,  
and w ho  c ou ld  not know  o f  his  p e r i l .  He d i c ta te d  to 
h er  a s t r o n g ,  m a n ly  l e t t e r ,  and yet  a v e r y  tou ch in g  
one .  He had fought  b r a v e l y .  He did not f e a r  to  die.  
He had l o v e d  her  and w ould  l o v e  h er  to the la st .  W ould  
she m e e t  h im  in h e a v e n ?  This  l e t t e r  he c o m m i t t e d  to 
m y  c h a r g e  to be f o r w a r d e d  a f te r  his death.

A m a n  o f  our  own r e g i m e n t  f r o m  P ine  Is land ,  had 
his th igh so  bad ly  s h a t te re d  that his s u r g e o n s  had 
g iv e n  up a l l  hope o f  sav ing  his l i f e .  At his d i c t a t i o n  I 
w r o t e  a l e t t e r  to his  fa th er  in w h i c h  he i n s i s t e d  that 
his  w ound  w a s  not  s e r i o u s  and that he w ou ld  r e c o v e r .  
He did not w ish ,  he sa id ,  that his aged  p a r e n t s  should  
be  a l a r m e d  about his con d i t ion .  He wanted  to  s p a r e  
t h e m  as  m u c h  CasJ p o s s i b l e  and as long  as  p o s s i b l e .  
B e f o r e  the le t te r  w as  s e a le d  I added  a p o s t - s c r i p t  
c a l c u l a t e d  to  p r e p a r e  t h e m  f o r  the s t r o k e  a s k in g  t h e m  
to  r e m e m b e r  in any event ,  i f  he should  not r e c o v e r  
that he w as  not a f ra id  to d ie .  T h e r e  w e r e  a g r e a t  m a n y  
r e b e l  w ou n ded  brou g h t  into this  h o s p i ta l  and they  w e r e  
t r e a t e d  with  the s a m e  te n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iv e n  to 
our  ow n  and g iven  to  unders ta nd  that they  w e r e  e n e m i e s  
no  l o n g e r .  A m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  s o m e  r e l i g i o u s  m e n ,  and 
s o m e  o f  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .

A C o n f e d e r a t e  Captain  r e c o g n i z e d  in one  o f  the 
C h r is ta in  C o m m i s s i o n  m e n  a f o r m e r  t e a c h e r  and
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f r i e n d ,  and g r e e t e d  h im  m o s t  c o r d i a l l y .
The  m e n  o f  the C h r i s t a i n  C o m m i s s i o n  have done 

n o b le  s e r v i c e  both  i n f i e l d  and h o sp i ta l .  They  s e e m  to 
be unt ir ing  and h a rd ly  take t i m e  to eat or  s l e e p .  The 
m o s t  r e g a l  a m o n g  t h e m  is  a t y p i c a l  Y an k e e ,  a lank, 
ta ll ,  l ong  h a i re d  m a n  with  s h a r p  f e a t u r e s  and d e c id e d  
n a s a l  twang.  He s e e m s  to be e v e r y w h e r e  at o n c e ,  
p e e r i n g  into e v e r  no o k  and c o r n e r  c u r i o u s l y  and n o t i c in g  
e v e r y  co t  and its s u f f e r in g  o c c u p a n t ;  and g o e s  about  
so  buoyantly ,  s o  c h e e r  i ly  that m e n  f o r  get the ir  wounds ,  
and l i s t e n  with a s m i l e  to his  quaint s a y in g s ,  his " O  
J e r i m i a s "  and his " J e - r u - s a - l e m s " .  He su p e r in te n d s  
the n u r s e r y  and c u l in a r y  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  and is  m o s t  u n 
u sua l  in supp ly ing  " c r e a t u r e  c o m f o r t s "  and d i s p e n s in g  
su n sh in e ,  g e n e r a l l y .

The w ounded  a r e  be ing  r e m o v e d  r a p id ly  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
and as  th e ir  wounds  w i l l  p e r m i t  to the c i ty  h osp ita l .  
T h o s e  r e m a i n  w h o s e  wounds  a r e  too  s l ight  to deta in  
t h e m  lon g  in any h o s p i ta l  and th o s e  t o o  s e r i o u s l y  
w ounded  to be r e m o v e d .
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OLD DECATUR COUNTY

BY Dr.  H e r b e r t  L. Hughes

Old Decatur  County,  which  m o s t  A l a b a m i a n s  
n e v e r  heard  of  and w hich  has been  long s in ce  a b o l i sh ed ,  
w as  situated between  M a d ison  County and Jackson  
County,  A laba m a .  It was  e s ta b l i sh ed  by the A la b a m a  
L e g is la tu re  D e c e m b e r  13, 1821, a n d  a b o l i sh ed  by it 
D e c e m b e r  25, 1825. It was  abo l i shed  b e c a u s e  when  the 
s u r v e y  o f  it was  co m p le te d ,  it was  found to be not la rg e  
enough to m e e t  the const i tut ional  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a 
county.  The w o r d s  o f  the L e g is la t iv e  act  e s tab l i sh ing  
the county stated :  "That  all  the t ra c t  o f  country  lying 
w e s t  o f  Jackson  County, south of  the T e n n e s s e e  State 
l ine ,  east  o f  M ad ison  County and north  of  the T e n n e s s e e  
R iv e r  shal l  consti tute  a sepa ra te  and d ist inct  county.  " 
The deta i led  bounda r ies  o f  the county w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  
by the L e g is la tu re  as f o l l o w s  : "Beg inning  at the mouth 
o f  Sauta C r e e k ;  thence  up said c r e e k  to  w h e r e  W in 
c h e s t e r  road  c r o s s e s  said S a u t a  C r e e k ;  thence  to 
J e s s e  T h o m p s o n ' s ;  thence  to C a s w e l l  B i b e y ' s ;  thence  
f r o m  said B ib e y ' s  to the top o f  the mounta ins ;  thence  
to the leading point o f  the mountain  between  the mouth 
o f  L ick  F o r k  and the mouth of  L a r k in ' s  F o r k  o f  Paint 
R o c k  R iv e r ;  thence  to the top o f  the mountain ;  thence  
a northw est  c o u r s e  to the T e n n e s s e e  state l ine.  "

The county  was  roughly  p e a r - s h a p e ,  with the la rg e  
end along the T e n n e s s e e  R iv er  and the s m a l l  end along
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the boundary o f  the state o f  Tennessee .  It v a r ied  in 
width f r o m  three to tw en ty - f i v e  m i l e s  and was about 
40 m i le s  long. It was named fo r  Stephen De catur, 
one o f  the nat ion 's  g rea t  nava l heroes .

The L e g is la tu re  appointed the fo l low ing  men to 
s e lec t  a t e m p o ra ry  site f o r  the seat o f  just ice ,  as they 
ca l led  it, and build a courthouse and a ja i l ,  to be paid 
for  main ly  out of  county tax money;  Rober t  M cC arny ,  
James V.  H o lm es ,  John Cann imore  ( K e n n a m e r ? ) ,  
John Snow, W i l l i a m  Leg ,  David Budkhart, Aaron  R ice ,  
and a Mr.  Barnet.  The L e g i s la tu re  a lso  prov ided  that 
an e lec t ion  be held on the second Monday in F eb ru a ry  
to se lec t  a c l e rk  o f  the c i rcu i t  court,  and a sher i f f .  
The e lec t ion  was to be held by one just ice  o f  the peace 
and two househo lders  in each p rec inc t .  By m istake,  
however ,  the e lec t ion  was held on the f i r s t  Monday 
instead of  the second,  but the L e g i s la tu re  la te r  v a l i 
dated the e lect ion ,  which, it s e em s ,  was r egu la r  in 
e v e r y  r e spec t  except  the date. Hezek iah  Bay les  of 
V i r g in ia  was the f i r s t  county judge. The names of  the 
other o f f i c e r s  a re  unknown.

The L eg i s la tu re  p rov ided  that Decatur County should 
have " c r im in a l  ju r isd ic t ion  o ve r  a l l  that t rac t  o f  county 
which l i e s  wes t  of  W i l l s tow n  V a l l e y  east  of  the road 
leading f r o m  D it to 's  Landing to the town of  B lounts- 
v i l l e .  "  So this included a l l  the p resen t  M a rsh a l l  
County as w e l l  as a l a r g e  par t  of  Dekalb, Etowah, and 
Blount counties.  When Decatur County was abol ished,  
one part of  it went to Mad ison  County and the other part 
wes t  to Jackson County.

The f i r s t  county seat  was W oodv i l l e ,  now r e f e r r e d  
to as Old W oodv i l le ,  situated th ree - fou r ths  o f  a m i le  
o r  so east o f  the p resen t  town o f  W o odv i l l e .  It was the 
o ldest  town in both Decatur and Jackson counties.  Old 
W o od v i l l e  th r ived  as the county seat unti l Decatur 
County was abolished,  and had, in addition to the county 
bui ld ings,  s e v e r a l  s to res  and an inn. Some o f  the
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pioneer fam i l ies  of the Old Woodvil le  reg ion,  a c c o r d 
ing to Mr.  John R. Kennamer, Sr. in his book, The 
Story of W oodv i l le . w e r e  Gunter, Ditto, Kennamer,  
D e r r i c k ,  Evans, Maples,  F letcher,  Thomas, Lee, 
Smith, M o o n y h a m ,  Pe te rs ,  Pruitt,  Hank, Butler, 
Wright, Chandler, Dil lard,  Erwin, Lew is ,  Whitecotton, 
Stephens, and Wilson. They came mainly f r o m  T e n 
nessee,  V irg in ia ,  North Carolina, South Caro l ina  and 
Georgia .

During the ea r ly  days of Decatur County l iv ing 
conditions in it we re  v e ry  pr im i t ive  compared to 
present standards, but w ere  probably no m ore  p r i m i 
t ive  than conditions in most other parts of the state 
and nation at that t ime.  Dwell ings w e re  constructed 
of  logs and placed, i f  possib le ,  near a spring. Many 
of  these houses w ere  built with a ch imney  at each end 
and a wide open hall  or b re e ze -w ay  was often a sort 
o f  commons for  chickens and dogs as w e l l  as the 
fam i ly  m em bers .

There  w ere  no matches in these ea r ly  days, and 
i f  the f i r e  of a fami ly  by chance went out, l i v e  coals 
w e r e  borrowed f r o m  a n e i g h b o r .  There  w e re  no 
c igare t tes ,  of  course, and smoking was mainly  by cob 
pipes.  Women smokers  in those ea r ly  days w ere  
mainly  some of the o lder  ladies who also puffed cob 
pipes. Home made ta l low candles w e re  used for  
l ighting purposes, and soap was made at home with 
lye  and g rease .  Clothes were  cleaned by beating them 
with a paddle as they soaked in homemade soap in a 
tub.

As for  dress,  it was of homespun cloth, which 
was made with a loom  or a spinning wheel.  Women 
wore  bonnets, hoop petticoats, and the l ike. Men wore 
homespun jeans. Shoes and shoe leather w ere  hom e
made, the soles being fastened to the uppers with 
wooden pegs.
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G r is t  m i l l s  w e r e  n o n - e x i s t e n t  at this  t i m e ,  and 
m e a l  and f l ou r  w e r e  m a d e  by g r in d in g  c o r n  and wheat  
with  a m o r t a r  and p e s t l e .  C o o k in g  w as  by  m e a n s  o f  
a sk i l l e t  and oven  on the op e n  f i r e  in a l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e .  
T h e r e  be ing  no s c r e e n  d o o r s  o r  w in d o w s ,  h ouse  f l i e s  
w e r e  kept o f f  the fo o d  at m e a l t i m e  by m e a n s  o f  a s m a l l  
p e a c h  t r e e  l i m b  with  l e a v e s  on it, o r  by  a h o m e m a d e  
f l y - b u s h  with s t r ip s  o f  p a p e r  a t tac h ed  to a sh o r t  staff .  
T h e s e  f l y - b u s h e s ,  c a l l e d  punkahs ,  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  by 
a s e rv a n t  o r  s o m e o n e  e l s e  dur ing  the m e a l .

The tw ent ie th  ce n t u r y  o m n i p r e s e n t  g e r m  w as  u n 
h e a rd  o f  and unthought o f  on e a r th  d u r in g  t h e s e  r e m o t e  
t i m e s ,  s o  w in d o w s  and d o o r s  in D e c a t u r  County w e r e  
c l o s e d  tight at night to k e e p  out the night a i r ,  w h ich  
w a s  thought to be unhealthfu l .  A h o m e - r a i s e d  g o u r d  
s e r v e d  as  the c o m m o n  d r in k in g  v e s s e l  f o r  one and al l ,  
and it o f ten  r e s t e d  in the w a t e r  b u ck e t  f r o m  w h i c h  a l l  
su n dry  q u e n c h e d  th e ir  th i r s t .  Such m a l a d i e s  as  t u b e r 
c u l o s i s  w e r e  not thought  to  be  c o n t a g io u s  but in h e r i t e d  
f r o m  o n e ' s  a n c e s t o r s  o r ,  as  they  sa id ,  " r a n  in the 
fa m i ly .  "

T r a v e l  w as  by h o r s e b a c k  o r  in o x  w a g o n s .  The 
s tage  c o a c h e s  w e r e  d r a w n  by f o u r  h o r s e s ,  and s in ce  
th e r e  w e r e  no  b r i d g e s  o v e r  the s t r e a m s ,  they had to 
be f o r d e d .

S tores  did not c a r r y  a v a r i e t y  o f  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  but 
m a n y  o f  t h e m  s o ld  l i q u o r ,  w h i c h  tended  to p r o m o t e  
f ight ing  and g a m b l in g .  O p e ra t in g  a s a lo o n  w as  not 
thought to  be e v i l  in D e c a t u r  County ,  and l i q u o r  w as  
kept  in m a n y  h o m e s ,  e v e n  the h o m e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p e o p l e .

E d u c a t io n ,  as  m ig h t  be s u p p o s e d ,  w a s  a l s o  p r i m i t i v e .  
W r i t e s  M r .  K e n n a m e r :  " I f  one  c o u ld  r e a d  and w r i t e  
a l e t t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he w e r e  a c r i p p l e  and not ab le  
to  do hard  m a n u a l  l a b o r ,  and had a l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  to 
f i g u r e ,  he w a s  e m p l o y e d  to t e a c h  t h r e e  m o n th s  in s u m 
m e r  in s o m e  h o m e ,  l o g  h o u s e ,  c r i b ,  o r  c h u r c h  h o u s e .  
One o f  the c h i e f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a t e a c h e r  w a s  that he
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could  use  the switch  b r i sk ly .  " The m ain  textbooks  
w e r e  M c G u f fe y ' s  b l u e - b a c k  s p e l l e r  and r e a d e r  and 
D av ies  A r i th m e t i c .  Some pupi ls  h a d  s l a t e s  and, 
h o r r i b i l e  dictu,  would spit on t h e m t o  e r a s e  the w ri t ing  !

T h e r e  w e r e  few  i f  any d o c t o r  s during the e x i s t e n c e  
o f  Decatur  County.  Some old p e r s o n  would  p r o v i d e  a 
r e m e d y  o f  b arks  and r o o t s ,  and that sa m e  p e r s o n  
would  m o s t  l ike ly  ex tra c t  a tooth or " b l e e d "  a s i ck  
p e r s o n .  M o t h e r ' s  m e d ic in e  chest  u sua l ly  contained 
such  patent m e d i c in e s  as S trong 's  p i l l s ,  Lydia  E. 
P i c k h a m 's  vegetab le  com pound  fo r  w o m e n ' s  a i lm e n ts ,  
and Swamp Root  f o r  the k idneys .  P la s te r  s and p o u l t i c e s  
w e r e  used  exten s ive ly .  Where  a d o c to r  was  ava i la b le ,  
e a c h  v is i t  to his o f f i c e  co s t  the patient one d o l la r ,  and 
i f  the d o c t o r  m ade  a ca l l  at the pat ient 's  h o m e ,  the 
fee  was  f i fty cents  a m i le .  The d o c to r  c a r r i e d  his 
m e d i c in e  in his sadd lebags  and f i l led  his own p r e 
s c r ip t i o n s  f o r  the patient on the spot.

The author thanks the fo l low ing  p e r s o n s  f o r  the ir  
c o u r te o u s  and g en erou s  aid in the p r e p a r a t io n  o f  this 
p a p e r :  M r .  W. H. Jenkins o f  Decatur  f o r  the t it les  
o f  the v o lu m e s  that contained  in fo r m a t io n  about D ecatur  
County and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  prov id in g  us the m a p  o f  the 
state showing Decatur  County;  M r .  W. F.  Sparkman o f  
Huntsvi l le  f o r  the loan  o f  a cop y  o f  The Story o f  W o o d -  
v i l l e  by John R. K en n am er ,  Sr.  and a co p y  o f  H is to ry  
o f  Jackson  County by John R o b e r t  K e n n a m e r ;  M r .  
T h o m a s  Pettus o f  Moulton  fo r  the loan o f  photosta ts  of  
the act  o f  the L e g is la tu re  w hich  e s tab l i sh ed  Deca tur  
County;  and M r .  B. H. Rains ,  P r in c ip a l  o f  the W o o d -  
v i l l e  High School ,  f o r  s o m e  i tem s  of  in fo r m a t io n  about 
Decatur  County.
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WILLIAM Me IN T O S H : 

THE CREEK INDIAN WARRIOR

B Y  J o y c e  Smith

In tne e a r l y  18001 s s e t t l e r  s on  the A m e r i c a n  f r o n t i e r  
d a i ly  fa c e d  the h a r d s h ip s  o f  p i o n e e r  l iv in g  and the threat  
o f  B r i t i s h - s u p p o r t e d  Indian u p r i s i n g s .  T e c u m s e h ,  a 
c r u e l ,  but c a p a b le ,  Shawnee w a r r i o r  f r o m  the D e t r o i t  
r e g i o n ,  v i s i t e d  the C h o c ta w ,  C h i c k a s a w ,  and C r e e k  
t r i b e s ,  s e e k in g  a c o n f e d e r a c y  o f  t r i b e s ,  an a l l i a n c e  
with G rea t  B r i ta in ,  and the e x t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  white  s e t 
t l e r s  who w e r e  e n c r o a c h i n g  on Indian hunting g r o u n d s .

The C h o c t a w s  and C h i c k a s a w s  l i s t e n e d  to T e c u m s e h  
but r e j e c t e d  his p r o p o s a l s .   ̂ With the C r e e k s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
the d e t e r m i n e d  w a r r i o r  w a s  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  Only 
f iv e  o f  the 34 C r e e k  t r i b a l  towns  c h o s e  p e a c e .  One 
l e a d e r  on the white  s ide  w as  W i l l i a m  M cIn tosh ,  C h ie f  
o f  the t r i b e  o f  the C o w e ta s  ( L o w e r  C r e e k s ) ,  son  o f  a 
B r i t i s h A r m y  capta in ,  R o d e r i c k  (Old " R o y " )  M c In to s h  
and his C r e e k  w i fe .   ̂ T h e  noted  A l a b a m a  h is to r ian ,  
A l b e r t  J. P i c k e t t ,  sa id ,  " T h e  M c I n t o s h  f a m i l y  was  
c o m p o s e d  o f  p e o p l e  o f  m a r k e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  a l l  w h o m  
w e r e  b o r n  to  c o m m a n d .  The b l o o d  a lw a y s  exh ib i ted  
i t s e l f ,  e v e n  w hen  m i x e d  w ith  that o f  the Indian.

The d e c i s i o n  o f  W i l l i a m  M c I n t o s h  and s i x  o ther  
c h i e f s  to  help  the s e t t l e r s  in the W a r  o f  1812, r e s u l t e d  
in a death  s e n t e n c e  be ing  p a s s e d  upon t h e m  by the 
w a r r i n g  fa c t i o n  o f  " R e d  S t icks .  "  M c I n t o s h  w a s  c i ted  
f o r  b r a v e r y  f o r  the s e r v i c e  he r e n d e r e d  to G e n e r a l  John
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Floyd  against  the Red Sticks in the Battle of  Auttose .  
L ater  he d ist inguished h im s e l f  under G en era l  A n drew  
J ackson  in  the Battle o f  H o r s e s h o e  Bend and in J a c k 
s o n ' s  F lo r id a  cam pa ign  against  the Sem in o le  Indians.  ^ 
M c Intosh  was  p r o m o t e d  to the rank of  g e n e r a l  and 
s igned  the T rea ty  o f  F o r t  Jackson  on August  9, 1814, 
w h ich  ended the C r e e k  Indian War.

A fte r  the war  McIntosh  b e c a m e  a wealthy  cotton  
planter  in G e o rg ia  and owned many N e g r o  s la v e s .  In 
1825 he signed the T r e a ty  of  Indian Springs ,  w hich  
c e d e d  m o s t  o f  the rem ain ing  C r e e k  lands to the United 
States.  The C r e e k s  and C h e r o k e e s  had p a s s e d  laws 
estab l i sh ing  the death penalty f o r  making such  c e s s i o n s  
and a s e c r e t  cou n c i l  o f  the Upper C r e e k s  sent  175 
w a r r i o r s  to k i l l  McIntosh.  They set f i r e  to his p la n 
tation hom e on A p r i l  30, 1825, and k i l led  h im  as he 
f led  f r o m  the burning building.  ^

W i l l ia m  M cIntosh  was a b ra v e  and loya l  f r ien d  to 
the s e t t l e r s .  He was a lso  a c o m p a s s i o n a te  and lov ing  
fa m i ly  m an  as w i tn essed  in the fo l low ing  a r t i c l e  w hich  
was  pr inted  in the A labam a Republ ican  on M a r c h  11, 
1820 and w hich  had p r e v i o u s l y  a p pea red  in the R i ch m o n d  
C o m p i l e r . A m i c r o f i l m  cop y  o f  the a r t i c l e  is  a v a i la b le  
in the Huntsvil le  H er itage  R o o m  o f  the Huntsvil le  P u b l i c  
L ib r a r y .

"Attached  to the co m m a n d  of  G enera l  Jackson ,  in 
the late war  against the C r e e k  nation o f  Indians,  was  
McIntosh^ a C r e e k  by birth,  but a w a r m  fr ien d  to the 
A m e r i c a n  ca u se .  At the c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  hos t i l i t i es  
he abandoned the cau se  o f  his infatuated countrym en  
and at the head o f  a hundred f o l l o w e r s ,  attached to 
h im by t ies ,  which  a part ic ipat ion  in danger  s e l d o m  
fa i ls  to p r o d u c e ,  he bent his st tow ards  the A m e r i 
can cam p.  Upon his a r r i v a l  he was  r e c e i v e d  by Gen.
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J a c k s o n  with c o r d i a l i t y  o f  w e l c o m e  to  w h i c h  f r o m  f he 
f r equ en t  p r o o f s  o f  a t ta c h m en t  g iven ,  he w as  so  just ly  
e n t i t l e d - - h e  w a s  h o n o r e d  with the rank  o f  M a j o r ,  and 
appo inted  to the C o m m a n d  o f  the w h o le  o f  the f r i e n d ly  
Indians at the t i m e  with the A r m y ,  e s t i m a t e d  at be tw een  
200 and 300 in n u m b e r .

"It  is  not m y  p u r p o s e ,  w e r e  I p o s s e s s e d  o f  the 
m e a n s  o f  do ing  so ,  to  w r i t e  a h i s t o r y  o f  his con du ct  
through out  the c a m p a ig n ,  n o r  to n a r r a t e  the m a n y  g a l 
lant e x p lo i t s  in w h ic h  he w as  so  c o n s p i c u o u s  an a c t o r .  
T h e s e  r e c e i v e d ,  as  they  d o u b t l e s s  m e r i t ,  a m o r e  a p 
p r o p r i a t e  and su i tab le  n o t i c e .  In the cha in  o f  e v e n ts ,  
out o f  w h ic h  the Indian h i s t o r y  w i l l  be f o r m e d ,  th ose  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  by  M c In to s h ,  w i l l  c o m p o s e  the i m 
p ortant  l ink and his n a m e  m u st  stand on ly  to that o f  
the b r a v e  but c r u e l  T e c u m s e h .

"B u t  w hi le  I l e a v e  to  o t h e r s  the task  o f  r e c o r d i n g  
his r e n o w n  in a r m s  and his d e e d s  o f  b l o o d ,  I r e s e r v e  
to m y s e l f  the m o r e  p l e a s in g  one  o f  n o t i c in g  an in s tan ce  
w h ich  his f e e l i n g s  as a m a n  w e r e  s t r ik in g ly  e v i n c e d .

" T h e  s o u l  o f  M c I n t o s h ' s  fa ther  had f l e d  to  the b o s o m  
o f  the G rea t  Spir i t ,  e r e  his s on  had b e e n  t r a in e d  by 
h im  in the u s e  o f  the b ow .  T h is  f l e e t n e s s  had been  
e x e r c i s e d  in the pur suit  o f  g a m e ,  o r  h is  c o u r a g e  te s te d ,  
in the m o r e  h a z a r d o u s  e n c o u n t e r s  o f  his n e i g h b o r s .  
P r e v i o u s  to the c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  the w a r ,  his  m o t h e r  
had b e c o m e  the w i f e  o f  one  o f  the C r e e k s ,  h o s t i l e  to 
the A m e r i c a n  c a u s e .  S h e , th e r e fo r e ,  e i t h e r  f r o m  c h o i c e  
o r  n e c e s s i t y ,  r e m a i n e d  with  her  husband,  t o g e t h e r  
with  her  two d a u g h t e r s ,  fu l l  s i s t e r s  o f  M c In to s h ,  in an 
Indian tow n c a l l e d  M i c c a s u k e y s .

"It  w a s  the intention  o f  the G e n e r a l  to a t ta c k  the 
tow n e a r l y  in the m o r n i n g .  With th is  v i e w ,  he a d v a n c e d  
to with in  a f e w  m i l e s  o f  it, and p i t c h e d  his  tents  f o r  
the night .  That o f  M c I n t o s h  happened  to be p l a c e d  n e a r  
the one  in w h i c h  J a c k s o n  lay .  At an hour  o f  the night 
w hen  e v e r y  eye  m igh t  be s u p p o s e d  to be  s e a l e d  in s l e e p
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save  those  o f  the faithful sent ine ls ,  M cIntosh  le ft  his 
rude  couch ,  and advancing so ft ly  to the front  o f  G en 
e r a l  J a c k s o n ' s  tent, he o b s e r v e d  f r o m  the l ight o f  a 
h a l f - c o n c e a l e d  taper ,  that the G enera l  had not ye t  r e 
t i r e d  to r e p o s e .  He paused f o r  a m om en t .  His sen se  
o f  p r o p r i e t y  to ld  h im  the ca l l  was  u n u s u a l - - H e  was 
intruding upon the p r i v a c y  o f  the G enera l  at an hour 
so  l a t e - - B u t  M cIntosh  was  a man.  The n ea r  a p p r o a c h  
o f  the a r m y  had brought  to his r e c o l l e c t i o n  his m o th e r  
and s i s t e r s .  They w e r e  then in the town against  which  
he was  m a r  ching.  R epos  e, like the star s o f t h e  m o r n in g ,  
at the a p p r o a c h  o f th e  great  L um inary  o f  Day,  had f led 
his p i l low .  He c o u r t e d  i t  in e v e r y  shape,  but he 
co u r te d  it in va in !  The c la im s  o f  nature had s e i z e d  
fa st  upon his mind.  Nor could a l l  the e n e r g y  o f  the 
Indian w a r r i o r  d i s p o s s e s s  th em  o f  their  hold.  R is ing  
s u d d e n l y ,  he e ja cu la ted :  'I go see the G e n e r a l s - - I  
te l l  h im  m u r r e r s  and s i s t e r s  d is turb  M cIntosh  s l e e p .  ' 

"In this state o f  mind,  he had r e a c h e d  the G e n e r a l ' s  
tent. His re lu c tan c e  to d is turb  soon  y i e ld e d  to his 
s e n s e  o f  duty. He b rok e  upon the s i l e n c e  o f  the G e n 
e r a l ,  by pronou ncing ,  in his usual m a n n er ,  the w o rd  
’ G e n e r a l s ' - - 'Who is  t h e r e ? '  r ep l ied  the G e n e r a l - - ' I t  
is  M c I n t o s h - - I  ca m e  to speak with the G e n e r a ls .  '

"He was  a c c o r d i n g l y  admitted  and with a c o u n t e 
nance  s trong ly  m a rk e d  with m e la n ch o ly ,  he fe t ch ed  a 
deep  sigh,  as he was  in the act  o f  seating h i m s e l f  on 
the oppos i te  side o f  the tent. The G en e ra l  f o r  a m o m e n t  
f i x ing  his penetrat ing  eye  upon h im i n q u i r e d - - 'W h a t  
is  the m atte r ,  M c I n to s h - - w h a t  br ings  y ou  h e re  at this 
late  hour of  the night. '

' " T o m o r r o w ,  G e n e ra ls ,  ' He rep l ied  'we  advance  
upon M ic c a s u k e y s .  We burn M ic c a s u k e y s  and k i l l  al l  
who fa ll  into our  ha n d s - - G en era ls ,  I have m u r r e r s  
there  and s i s t e r s  t h e r e - - I  have been  thinking suppose  
M cIntosh  k i l l  his m u r r e r s  and s i s t e r s !  O! G e n e r a ls ,  
it make McIntosh  v e r y  u n happy - -B ut ,  G e n e ra ls ,  should
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a n o th e r  k i l l  t h e m  it w i l l  not be M c I n t o s h ' s  f a u l t - - M c 
Intosh  w is h  to p r e s e r v e  his m u r r e r s  and s i s t e r s .  I 
c o m e  to a sk  G e n e r a l s  that shou ld  they  be taken by any 
o f  the white m e n ,  y ou  w i l l  s p a r e  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  M c 
I n t o s h ' s  s a k e - - I  have done  m y  duty G e n e r a l s - - I  can 
n ow  go  to s l e e p - - T o m o r r o w  M c I n t o s h  be r e a d y  when 
his G e n e r a l s  c a l l s .  '

" F e e l i n g ,  l ike  the r a y s  o f  the sun,  p e n e t r a t e s  into  
a l m o s t  e v e r y  r e c e s s .  It had shot  i ts  in f lu e n ce  in the 
b o s o m  o f  the g e n e r a l  -  -  It had t o u c h e d  his heart  - - '  R e t i r e  
M c I n t o s h ,  ' sa id  h e -  -  'Y o u  as  w e l l  a s  m y s e l f  need  
r e p o s e - - T  o m o  r r o w ,  I t r u s t ,  w i l l  r e s t o r e  you  both 
y o u r  m o t h e r  and s i s t e r s .  '

" E a r l y  on the f o l  l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ,  the G e n e r a l  
m a r c h e d  upon the town.  S c a r c e l y  had the f i r e  o f  the 
a d v a n ce d  p o s t s  b e e n  o p e n  upon it, w hen  t h r e e  f e m a l e  
Indians w e r e  s e e n  s a l l y in g  out,  with  the ev id en t  in t e n 
t ion  o f  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  to  the m e r c y  o f  the 
b e s e i g e r s .  In c o n f o r m i t y  with  the w i s h e s  o f  M cIn tosh ,  
the G e n e r a l  had g iv e n  d i r e c t i o n s ,  that in the event  o f  
s u r r e n d e r ,  they  should  be c o n v e y e d  in sa fe ty  to  his 
own tent,  and t h e r e  kept  until  the a c t i o n  w as  o v e r .

' " T h e r e  is  n o a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  ' sa id  
m y  u n c le  T o b y  and t h e r e  is  as l i t t le ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  f o r  
th e ir  c o i n c i d e n c e  with  one  a n o t h e r . N e a r l y  at the s a m e  
m o m e n t  o f  t i m e ,  that the f e m a l e s  d e l i v e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s
up,  a s o l d i e r  a t tach ed  to the c o m p a n y  o f  Capta in  B . ____ ,
in stepping  o v e r  an o ld  m o s s  c o v e r e d  l o g ,  d i s c o v e r e d  
s o m e t h in g  n e s t l in g  by i ts  s i d e - - H e  h a s t i ly  r e m o v e d  a 
p a r t  o f  the m o s s ,  and to  his  a s t o n is h m e n t ,  b e h e ld  a 
l i t t le  infant Indian w h ich  had b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e a l e d  
b e n e a th  it. The  n o v e l t y  o f  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t r a c t e d  
the at tent ion  o f  the capta in ,  who  d i r e c t e d  it to be taken 
to one  o f  the tents and n o u r i s h m e n t  be  g iv e n  it.

" T h e  e n e m y  having  b e e n  e i t h e r  taken  o r  f l e d ,  the 
G e n e r a l  r e t u r n e d  to  his  tent w h e r e  he found the t h r e e  
f e m a l e  Ind ians .  In the c o u r s e  o f  in q u ir y ,  he l e a r n t
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that one of  th em  had left  her child behind her fo r  fear  
o f  expos ing  it to the danger o f  the f i r e .  The child 
w hich  had been found c o v e r e d  in m o s s  was  then p r o 
d u c e d - - S h e  instantly r e c o g n i z e d  it, and r e c e i v in g  it, 
p r e s s e d  it gently to her b o s o m .  No extravagant  joy  
was  d i s c o v e r e d  by her on the o c c a s i o n ,  n e i ther  in 
w o r d  o r  act . - - H e r s  was a joy  of  ' e x p r e s s i v e  s i l e n c e .  '

"But  the m o s t  in teres t ing  s cene  of  a l l ,  took  p la ce  
in the m eet ing  between McIntosh  h im s e l f  and these  
t h ree  f e m a l e s .  A g en era l  s i l e n ce  p r e v a i l e d .  It was  
the s i l e n c e  o f  deep  in teres t .  M y  i n f o r m a n t  w a s  
p r e s e n t  - -  a thousand c o n j e c t u r e s  ran through his mind - - 
How, thought he, would he m ake  his a p p r o a c h ?  - -What  
would  he s a y ? - - H o w  would he a c t ? - - T h e  p r e s e n c e  of  
the ch ie f ,  at this m o m e n t  put a stop to c o n j e c t u r e - - H e  
advan ced  at a s low  and digni f ied  g a i t - - H i s t w o  s i s t e r s  
standing n e a r e s t  h i m - - H e  p a sse d  th em  with a co u n t e 
nance  beam ing  dignity and love ,  and p r e s e n t in g  h i m 
s e l f  b e f o r e  his m o th e r ,  with the u tm ost  s e r e n i t y  of  
m an n er ,  he o f f e r e d  his hand to her .  She r e c e i v e d  i t - -  
As  he held her hand in his ,  the s e n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  his 
nature  a ppeared  to be fully awakened .  F o r  a m o m e n t ,  
the t e a r s  w e r e  seen  to brighten,  then t r e m b l e  in his 
e y e s .

" M y  in formant  r e m a r k e d ,  that the s c e n e  h e re  b e 
c a m e ,  to use  his own language,  ' d i s t r e s s i n g l y  i n t e r e s t 
ing. ' But, adds he, 'I was h a p p i l y  r e l i e v e d  by his 
re l in qu ish m en t  of  the hand of  his m o th e r  f o r  that o f  his 
e ld e s t  s i s t e r - - w h o m  he approach ed  with l e s s  gra v i ty  
o f  m a nner ,  but with a countenance  that spoke  the f e e l 
ings o f  a b r o t h e r - - Last ly ,  he took  the hand o f  his 
youngest  s i s t e r  - -w h ic h  he held about the sa m e  length 
o f  t im e  he had done that o f  the o ldes t ,  perh aps  30 
s e co n d s ,  and which  I thought not m o r e  than half  as 
long as he had reta ined that of  his m o th e r .  '

"Throughout  the s cen e  the pro fou n d est  s i l e n c e  had 
been o b s e r v e d .  The conduct  of  the f e m a l e s  was  d i s -
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t in g u ish ed  by the u t m o s t  m o d e s t y .  A s  the w a r r i o r  
took  the hand o f  e a c h  she  in c l in e d  her  head and bent 
her  e y e s  upon the g ro u n d .  Having gone  th rough  the 
c e r e m o n y  o f  a f i r  st i n t e r v i e w  he a d v a n c e d  a f e w  p a c e s  
f r o m  the spot  w h e r e  they  s t o o d ,  and seat ing  h i m s e l f  
upon a s m a l l  bank o f  ea r th ,  r e s t e d  his head upon the 
hilt o f  the s w o r d  whi le  the end o f  his s c a b b a r d  r e m a i n e d  
s tu ck  in the g rou n d .  He c o n t i n u e d  in this  attitude 
s o m e  m in u te s .  Then  su dden ly  r i s i n g  with a m a n n e r  
c o m m a n d i n g  and d ig n i f i e d ,  he e x p r e s s e d  his w is h  f o r  
th e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  by a s i m p l e  w a v e  o f  his hand. It w as  
under  s t o o d - -  They e n t e r e d  the tent se t  a p a r t  f o r  th em ,  
in the o r d e r  o f  Indian f i l e ,  whi le  he with a l ight and 
a i r y  step ,  r e t u r n e d  to  his  p o s t  a m o n g  the re d  m e n  o f  
w a r .  "
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EARLY VIEWS CF THE 

TENNESSEE VALLEY

BY Henry  and M arsha  M arks

P r o b a b ly  the f i r s t  map  to a c c u r a t e ly  d ep ic t  the 
T e n n e s s e e  V a l ley  a r e a  was  not p r o d u c e d  until the 19th 
Century.  H ow ever ,  there  w e r e  many m aps  draw n  b e 
f o r e  this t ime  that attempted to show the i n t e r i o r  of  
the North A m e r i c a n  continent.  On m o s t  of  these  m aps  
the Ohio R iver  is rather  a c c u r a t e ly  p la ced ,  but the 
T e n n e s s e e  R iv er  often was not and the M o b i l e  R iv e r  
w as  thought to connec t  with the Ohio or  the M i s s i s s i p p i  
R i v e r s .  To  quote a 1762 s o u r c e ,  the M o b i l e  " w a t e r s  
a f ine country  on both s id e s .  It c o m e s  down f r o m  the 
mounta ins  in the country  o f  the I l l ino is ,  (Indians)  and, 
a f ter  a c o u r s e  o f  a bove  200 leagues  southward,  through 
s o m e  f ine f e r t i l e  pla ins and r i c h  m e a d o w s ,  e m p t ie s  
i t s e l f  into the Gulph o f  M e x i c o .  "  Thus,  the M o b i l e  
was  r e a l ly  thought to be a m a jo r  t r ibutary  o f  the Ohio 
R iv e r ,  f r o m  the above  d e s cr ip t io n .  A g ood  co n c e p t io n  
o f  the M ob i le  extending to the Ohio can be s e e n  in a 
m a p  p r o d u c e d  in 1697, in A m s t e r d a  m,  by  Johanne 
Bunone.

By the 1760's ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  m aps  did c o r r e c t l y  
p la ce  the T e n n e s s e e  as a m a jo r  tr ibutary  of  the Ohio 
R iver .  Both the 1762 map  o f  the se t t lem ents  o f  the 
European  Nations in A m e r i c a  and the West  Indies ,  pub 
l ished  in "T he  U n iversa l  M u s e u m  or  G en t lem an 's  or 
Ladies  Po l i te  M agazine  of  H istory ,  P o l i t i c k s  and
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L i t e r a t u r e  f o r  1762"  and the 1763 m a p  o f  the B r i t i s h  
D o m in io n s  in N or th  A m e r i c a ,  by  T h o m a s  K i t ch en  in 
" T h e  Annual  R e g i s t e r "  f o r  1763 s h o w  the T e n n e s s e e  
as  a m a j o r  t r i b u t a r y  o f  the Ohio .  A l though  the 1762 
m a p  l e a v e s  the T e n n e s s e e  un n a m ed ,  K it ch en  n a m e s  
the T e n n e s s e e  the " H o g o h e g e e "  R i v e r .  Y et  t h e r e  is  
no doubt this is  the T e n n e s s e e .

A l l  t h r e e  m a p s  a r e  p a r t  o f  the a u t h o r s '  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  15th, lbth,  17th, and 18th C e n t u r y  m a p s  and a r e  
r e p r o d u c e d  her  e as  e x a m p l e s  o f  e a r l y  N o r th  A m e r i c a n  
c a r t o g r a p h y  and as  e a r l y  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  the T e n n e s s e e  
V a l l e y  a r e a ,  long  b e f o r e  A l a b a m a  b e c a m e  a state .  
T h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  in c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r .
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