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DIARY OF CHAPLAIN 
ELIJAH E. EDWARDS

P a r t  III 

C ontinued  f r o m  la s t  i s s u e

S pan ish  F o r t .  M a r .  30. 1865
T o  m e ,  the m o s t  d is tu rb in g  p e r s o n a l  in c id e n t  o f  

t o d a y  is  the l o s s  o f  m y  m a il .  It sh ou ld  have fo l l o w e d  
m e  f r o m  the N ew  O r le a n s  H o sp ita l  to the F ie ld  H o s 
p ita l  h e r e .  T w o  o r  th re e  l e t t e r s  did thus a r r i v e ,  but 
the p o s t m a s t e r  o f  the R e g im e n t  had h e a rd  a r u m o r  
that I had gon e  to  In d ia n a p o lis  and tru st in g  it i m p l i c i t l y ,  
he sent the l e t t e r s  a fte r  m e  to that po in t . T h e  r u m o r  
had a b a s is .  One o f  the su t le r  s had w r i t te n  to the C a m p  
f r o m  Dauphin Is land  that I had been  t h e r e ,  and then  
in the s a m e  le t t e r  r e f e r r i n g  to  a n o th er  p e r s o n ,  a c e r 
ta in  Capt. C u r t is  w ho w as n ick n a m e d  "the  c h a p la in "  
f o r  h is  s o le m n ity  o f  m a n n e r ,  w r o te  that " th e  c h a p la in "  
had g on e  h o m e .  It w as  c o n s id e r e d  qu ite  a jo k e  on m e  
a l s o  that th is  s a m e  Capt. im p e r s o n a t e d  m e  at a c a r d  
ta b le  and w on  m e  a g r e a t  re p u ta t io n  as  an e x p e r t  
e u c h r e  p la y e r .

M a r c h  31st
The s ie g e  is  s te a d ily  p r o g r e s s i n g ,  w ithout m u c h  

e v id e n c e  as  to  r e s u lt .  It is  d i s c o u r a g in g  to  be to ld  
that it m a y  con tin u e  f o r  w e e k s ,  b e f o r e  the c r i t i c a l  t im e  
a r r i v e s  in w h ich  the b u g les  sh a l l  sound an a d v a n ce .  
P o s s ib l y  we m a y  s ta r v e  th e m  out by  cutting o f f  th e ir  
s u p p l ie s .  In the p ic t u r e  o f  a b o m b  p r o o f ,  o f  y e s t e r d a y ,
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a l l  the s o l d i e r s  v i s ib l e  w e r e  id ly  lo l l in g  in  i t s  s h e l t e r .  
N ot a l l  o f  the s o l d i e r s  a r e  h id ing  in r i f l e  p its  and h o le s  
in the g ro u n d .  W h ile  s o m e  a r e  r e s t in g ,  o r  aw a it in g  
o r d e r s ,  o t h e r s  a r e  on s k ir m is h  l in e s ,  o r  d ig g in g  z i g 
zag  a p p r o a c h e s  to the F o r t  p r o t e c t in g  t h e m s e l v e s  by  
t h ro w in g  up the e a r th  on the s id e  o f  the d it ch  n ex t  to 
the F o r t .  M o s t  o f  th e m  in fa c t  a r e  b u sy  as  b e a v e r s .  
One s o ld i e r  w ho sh ow s  his head a b o v e  his d e fe n s e s  
b e c o m e s  at o n ce  a m a r k  fo r  the s h a r p s h o o t e r s  in the 
F o r t .  S om e a r e  o v e r - v e n t u r e s o m e  and c o m e  to  g r i e f .  
O th e r s ,  m o r e  ca u t iou s  and in s p i r e d  by  a s e n s e  o f  
h u m o r ,  r ig  up a s t i c k  s c a r e c r o w  fa s h io n ,  by  hanging 
a b lo u s e  o r  c o a t u p o n  a c r o s s  p i e c e  f ix e d  upon  it, o v e r  
w h ic h  th ey  hang a fe l t  hat, and l i f t  it  a b o v e  the bank  
o f  e a r th  that is  th row n  up f o r  a p r o t e c t i o n ,  and a r e  
d e l ig h te d  i f  it is  p e r f o r a t e d  b y  b u l le t s .  T h e y  w i l l  
take  it h o m e  to sh ow  a s  a p r o o f  o f  th e ir  h e r o i s m .

A p r i l  1st
T he a r t i l l e r y  f i r in g  is  f r o m  r i f l e d  ca n n o n s  o r  

m o r t a r s .  The f i r s t  send  p e r c u s s i o n  s h e l l s ,  w e ig h in g ,  
I w o u l d  t h i n k ,  s o m e  o f  th e m  as  m u c h  a s  64 lb s ,  
s h r ie k in g  a s  they  p a s s  a b o v e  us l ik e  in fu r ia te d  d e 
m o n s ;  but g e n e r a l ly  p a s s in g  o v e r  us s o m e t i m e s  to  
the d is ta n c e  o f  tw o  o r  t h r e e  m i l e s .  T h e y  a r e  w a s t in g  
on  u s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g o o d  a m m u n it io n .  T h e  s e c o n d  
m e n t io n e d  a r e  m o r t a r  s w h ich  t o s s  8 o r  10 in c h  s h e l l s  
up in to  the a ir  at an a n g le  o f  m o r e  than 45 d e g r e e s ,  
o r  s o  n e a r ly  v e r t i c a l  that th ey  a r e  c a l c u la t e d  to fa l l  
and e x p lo d e  s o m e w h e r e  w ith in  ou r  l in e s .  T h e s e  a r e  
m o r e  d r e a d e d  than the f i r s t  n a m e d ,  a s  u n w e lc o m e  
v i s i t o r s  that d r o p  in  u n e x p e c te d ly  and a lw a y s  p r o d u c e  
a se n s a t io n .

T h e r e  have  b e e n  no c a s u a l i t i e s  in the 7th R e g im e n t  
sa v e  th o s e  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d .  I a m  spen d in g  m y  t im e  
c h ie f ly  in  the h o sp ita l ,  but f r e q u e n t ly  v is i t in g  the fr o n t .  
W ounded  m e n  a r e  b rou g h t  into the h o s p i ta l  at the ra te
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Union s o ld i e r 's  r ig  up a s tick  s c a r e c r o w  to show their  h e ro ism .



o f  fo u r  o r  f iv e  a day . Y e s t e r d a y ,  s o m e  o f  Gen. [F r e d ]  
S t e e le 's  m e n  b ro u g h t  in 400 p r i s o n e r s ,  a m on g  them , 
a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  and a p a y m a s t e r  w ith  $400, 000 in 
r e b e l  s c r i p ,  ( s e e  note  b e lo w )*  T h is  n ew s  has g r e a t ly  
e n c o u r a g e d  the b o y s ,  and they  f e e l  c e r t a in  that but 
fe w  m o r e  d a y s  w i l l  p a s s  b e f o r e  the s u r r e n d e r  o f  the 
F o r t .  M e a n w h ile  they  c a l l  f o r  a d is t r ib u t io n  o f  the 
s c r ip .

A p r i l  2nd. Sunday m o r n in g .
We s e e  by  the la te  St. P au l p a p e r s  that they  have 

b een  d ra ft in g  m e n  in M in n e so ta .  T h e y  w i l l  have to 
h u r r y  th e m  o f f  i f  they  e x p e c t  th e m  to  be o f  any s e r 
v i c e .  It is  a b eau tifu l  Sunday m o r n in g ,  and w e h ea r  
ra p id  and con t in u ou s  f i r in g  in the d i r e c t i o n  o f  F o r t  
B la k e ly > fr o m  w h ich  w e in fe r  that the s ie g e  has begun  
th e r e  i n  e a r n e s t .  T h is  is  the s o ld i e r  s 'm e t h o d  o f  
p r a is in g  G od on Sunday. So m a n y  m a r c h e s  b eg in ,  s o  
m a n y  b a tt le s  a r e  fought on that day . I a m  k eep in g  
c l o s e  to  the h o s p ita l .  T h e r e  is  s o  m u c h  to  be done 
t h e r e .  I can n ot b u rd e n  m y  l e t t e r s  w ith  the sad s c e n e s  
e v e r y  day  w i tn e s s e d ,  and I w ou ld  fa in  f o r g e t  what I 
have se e n .  L i fe  w ou ld  be b r ig h t e r  w ith  the sad r e 
m e m b r a n c e  w ip e d  out. T h e r e  w e r e  8 k i l le d  tod a y  in 
the 3rd  D iv is io n  o f  the 16th A . C . a m o n g  th e m  C apta in  
S titsen  o f  the 3 3rd  W is c o n s in .  In the 1st D iv is io n  th e re  
w e r e  4 k i l l e d .

*1 have la te r ,  (1906), c l o s e l y  e x a m in e d  G e n e r a l  A n 
d r e w s  H is t o r y  o f  th is  batt le ,  and find  n o  m e n t io n  o f  
th is  c a p tu r e ,  w h ich  sh ow s  how  u t te r ly  u n r e l ia b le  a r e  
a c c o u n t s  w r it te n  on the f ie ld .  I do  find  s o m e th in g  o f  
the c a p tu r e  o f  Capt. S tarnes  o f  the 7th V e r m o n t  w ith  
20 m e n  in the s k i r m is h  l in e s .  It s e e m s ,h o w e v e r ,  
that S t e e le 's  m e n  did on the 31st ca p tu r e  an  o u tp o s t  
6 m i l e s  f r o m  B la k e ly  and c a p tu re d  100 m e n  o f  the 
49th M is s i s s i p p i .  No m e n t io n  is  m a d e  o f  the G e n e r a l  
o f f i c e r  and the p a y m a s t e r  w ith  his  $400 , 000 s c r ip .
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A p r i l  3 rd .  M on d ay
T he s ie g e  con t in u es  w ith  unabated  f i e r c e n e s s .  

Our l in e s  a r e  g ra d u a l ly  c l o s in g  in on  the d o o m e d  F o r t ,  
and the a d v a n c e s  a r e  by  flank  m o v e m e n t s  c h ie f ly .  
O ur m e n  have a d v a n ced  f r o m t h e i r  b o m b - p r o o f s  to  the 
2nd p a r a l l e l .  Z i g - Z a g  a p p r o a c h e s  a r e  b e in g  dug. In 
s o m e  p l a c e s  ou r  t r o o p s  have r e a c h e d  the 3rd  p a r a l le l .  
It is  h a rd  w o r k  and p e r i l o u s .  T o d a y  is  the 9th day  o f  
the s i e g e .  F ir in g  is  kept  up a l l  n ight. *

A p r i l  4th
T h e  f ig h t in g  and a d v a n c in g  s t i l l  g o e s  ( s i c )  on  in 

c e s s a n t ly .  A lw a y s ,  s o m e  [ t r o o p s  a r e j  e n g a g e d ,  r e 
l i e v in g  e a c h  o th e r  by  tu r n s .  Our a d v a n ce d  l in e  is  n ow  
w ith in  100 y a r d s  o f  the sa lie n ts  o f  the F o r t .  The  b e 
s ie g in g  a r m y  is  n ow  l ik e  a b oa  c o n s t r i c t o r ,  t ig h ten in g  
its  f o ld s  a ro u n d  its  v i c t im .  T h ir ty  e ight  s i e g e  guns 
a r e  b ro u g h t  into a c t io n  a ga in st  the d o o m e d  F o r t .  
A m o n g s t  th e s e  a r e  s ix  20 p ou n d er  r i f l e d  ca n n o n s ,  and 
s ix t e e n  m o r t a r s .  T h e  g a r r i s o n  w ou ld  have  b e e n  sw ep t

*H a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  that this l o c a l i t y  has s o m e  m e m o 
r a b le  h i s t o r i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  N ea r  h e r e ,  d u r in g  the 
W ar o f  1812, G en. |Andrev0 J a c k s o n  m a d e  an e n c a m p 
m e n t ,  and w ith in  tw o o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  o f  the F o r t  (G en . 
J a c k s o n  w a s  then on his  w ay  to N ew  O r le a n s )  s t i l l  
stan d s  the v e n e r a b le  t r e e  u nder w h ich  he p it ch e d  his  
tent; and that w as o v e r  50 y e a r s  a g o .  T he t r e e  is  
p r o b a b ly  c e n t u r ie s  o ld  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  has tw o  c l a i m s  
to  r e s p e c t .  F i r s t ,  its  v e n e r a b le  a g e ,  and s e c o n d ,  its  
as  s o c ia t i o n  w ith  Gen. J a c k s o n ,  w ho in the m e t a p h o r i c a l  
s ty le  o f  his a d m ir e r  s in  th o se  fa r  o f f  days  w as h im s e l f  
s ty le d  a tru e  b e in g ,  fa m i l ia r ly  and lo v in g ly  s ty led  
"O ld  H i c k o r y "  - And so  it w as that the " h i c k o r y "  la y  
dow n  u n d er  the " l i v e  o a k "  and s le p t  in p e a c e .  M ix in g  
m e t a p h o r s  in th o se  d a ys  w as as  c o m m o n  as m ix in g  
d r in k s .
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out o f  e x i s t e n c e  by this m u r d e r o u s  f i r e  had they  not 
p r o t e c t e d  t h e m s e lv e s  by b o m b - p r o o f s  su ch  as  o u r s .  
S om e h eaven  b o rn  gen iu s  has in v en ted  a w o o d e n  m o r t a r  
c o n s is t in g  o f  tw o  p i e c e s ,  one a s t i c k  o f  h ea vy  w o o d  
n e a r ly  12 in c h e s  s q u a r e  by 2 1 /2  fe e t  lon g  and n o tch e d ;  
and a n oth er  rou n d  lo g  about 16 in c h e s  lo n g ,  in one end 
o f  w h ich  is  a h o le  4 o r  5 in c h e s  ex ten d in g  ha lf  its  
length , and the ends a r e  h oop ed  by v e in  bands . T h is  
m a c h in e  o f  d e s t r u c t io n  r e s e m b l e d  s o m e w h a t :  " T h e  
o ld  oaken  b u ck et ,  the v e in  bound b u ck e t ,  that hung on 
the w e l l .  "  T h is  w o o d e n  d e v i c e  can  be c a r r i e d  a lo n g  
u n der  s h e l t e r  o f  the z ig  zag  a p p r o a c h e s  t i l l  w ith in  a 
few  y a r d s  o f  the F o r t ,  and the gun p a r t  is  f itted  into  
the n o tch  in the p o r ta b le  c a r r i a g e ,  s o  as to point u p 
w a r d s  in so  n e a r ly  a v e r t i c a l  l in e ;  that a s m a l l  c h a r g e  
o f  p o w d e r  p la c e d  in it is  e n o u g h t o t o s s  a s ix  in ch  s h e l l  
a fe w  hundred  fe e t  in the a i r ,  and c a u s e  it to fa l l  ju st  
in s id e  the w a l ls  o f  the F o r t .  T h is  is  p r o v in g  m o r e  
e f f e c t i v e  than the lon g  r a n g e  m e t a l  guns. T h e s e  
bu ck et  l ik e  m o r t a r s  a r e  s o  l ig h t  that tw o m e n  can  
c a r r y  the s e p a r a te  p i e c e s  w h e r e v e r  w an ted . T h e s e  
s h e l ls  a r e  the m o r e  d e s t r u c t iv e  in that they  c o m e  u n 
a n n ou n ced  by d e a fe n in g  r o a r ,  and m a k e  no sound on  
the fa l l .

A p r i l  5th
One day  is  m u ch  l ik e  a n o th e r ,  and a l l  a r e  fu ll  

o f  the m o s t  in ten se  e x c i t e m e n t  and a n x ie ty .  Is th e r e  
no r e la x a t io n  ? no r e s t ?  y e s ,  by w h ich  I m e a n  that 
t h e r e  i s . The s o ld i e r  m u s t  have  both . He ca n n ot  
p a s s  a l l  his t im e  f ig h t in g , and so  w hen  his tu rn  c o m e s  
he c r e e p s  b a c k  into h is  b o m b - p r o o f  o r  c a s e m e n t  w h e r e  
he is  sa fe  f r o m  the v e n o m o u s  s t in g  o f  the m in ie  b u lle t  
o r  the b u rs t in g  o f  s h e l l s ,  and sp en d s  his  h o u rs  o f  
s a fe ty  in a g a m e  o f  c a r d s ,  o r  in d u lg e s  in a qu ie t  s m o k e ,  
o r  p r e p a r e s  his  r e p a s t  o f  p o r k ,  b e a n s ,  and hard  ta ck  
and c o f f e e ,  o r  su ch  o th e r  v ia n d s  as  he m a y  have  at



"H ow  dear to our hearts  
a r e  those old oaken m o r ta r s  
T h ose  vein  bound m o r t a r s ,  
when loaded  with she ll .  "



hand and la s t  o f  a l l ,  on  the bunk in h is  h a lf  s u b t e r 
ra n ea n  s h e l t e r  "H e  la y s  h im  dow n in p e a c e  to s l e e p "  
and none o f  the h e l l i s h  n o i s e  o f  the u n c e a s in g  battle  
d is tu rb s  h im , and to be r o u s e d  on ly  t i l l  the bugle  c a l l  
to duty sh a l l  r o u s e  h im .

E ven  s o ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  the e a r l i e r  b e l i e f  o f  the 
C h r is t ia n ,  sh a ll  m an  g o  to h is  la s t  s l e e p  in the s h e l te r  
o f  h is  g r a v e ;  and r e s t  in  p e a c e  t i l l  the t r u m p e t  o f  the 
r e s u r r e c t i o n  sh a l l  sound and aw ak en  h im  to a new  
l i fe .  And th is  is  the 10th day o f  the s i e g e .  Y e s t e r d a y ,  
Qj. S. S j  O c t o r a r a ,  w h ich  s e e m s  to b e  a lw a y s  gett ing  
a g rou n d  on a sand b a r ,  and ge tt in g  o f f  aga in , swung 
c l e a r  o f  its  b a r ,  and r e s u m e d  its  h ea v y  f i r in g  on the 
Spanish  F o r t  by  w h ich  it a p p e a r s  that th is  unhappy 
f o r t r e s s  is  b e s e t  upon a l l  s id e s ,  and ca n  have no h ope  
o f  e s c a p e .  T h e r e  can  be but one end to  the s t r u g g le ,  
and that is  s u r r e n d e r .

W o rd  had c o m e  to  the b e s ie g e d  that [C on fed era te  
G e n e ra l  Nathan B ed fordJ  F o r r e s t  w as  to a s s i s t  th em . 
By his a id  th ey  had hoped  that the t id e  o f  battle  w ou ld  
be tu rn ed  and the s ie g e  l i f t e d ,  w h a te v e r  that m a y  m e a n ; 
but w o r d  has r e a c h e d  th e m  a l s o  that S e lm a  has fa l le n  
into the hands o f  [G e n e r a l  J a m e s ]  W i l s o n 's  c a v a l r y ,  
and by th is  a d v e r s e  s t r o k e  o f  fo r tu n e  the c o m in g  o f  
F o r r e s t  to  the r e s c u e  has b e e n  h o p e l e s s l y  d e la y e d ,  
and the b e s ie g e d  a r e  d i s c o u r a g e d  and the end s e e m s  
c l o s e  at hand. S om e  o f  the m o r e  a m b it io u s  o f f i c e r s  
a r e  a n x iou s  f o r  a c h a r g e  upon  the b a t te r ie s  and a 
q u ic k  end ing  o f  the s i e g e ,  but w i s e r  and m o r e  h u m an e 
c o u n s e l s  p r e v a i l .  T h e  l o s s  o f  l i f e  in  th is  r e m a r k a b ly  
c a u t io u s  s i e g e  is  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  s m a l l ,  and th is  is  a 
g o o d  se t  o f f  a g a in s t  the g l o r y  ga in ed  by  a c h a r g e  a lo n g  
the e n t ir e  l in e ,  w ith  a p o s s i b l e  f e a r f u l  l o s s  o f  l i f e .  
T h e y  w i l l  be ju s t  a s  c e r t a in ly  o u r s  in  the end w ith  a 
s m a l l e r  l o s s  o f  l i f e ,  - - ( a n d  f e w e r  p r o m o t i o n s  a m o n g s t  
the h ig h e r  o f f i c e r s ) .
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T h u r s d a y .  A p r i l  6th, 1865
T h is  is  the 11th day o f  the s i e g e ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g  n e w  that we know  of. I have kept p r e t ty  
c l o s e  to the H osp ita l  w ith  the o ther  ch a p la in s  and 
the s u r g e o n s  and a ttendants . So m an y  a r e  d is e n g a g e d  
at th is  po in t  that the w ounded can  be b rou gh t  in  by th e ir  
c o m r a d e s  not in the fighting  l in e .  W e r e  th e r e  a b a t 
tle  o r  a c h a r g e ,  m y  p la c e  w ould  be to su p e r in te n d  
the b r in g in g  in the w ounded by the a m b u la n ce  c o r p s .  
F o r  s o m e  c a u s e ,  the a r t i l l e r y  f i r  e has s la c k e n e d  c o n 
s id e r a b ly  toda y . W ork  went on as  u su a l  in the t r e n c h e s .  
T h e r e  w e r e  but one k il le d  and 8 w ounded  in the 16th 
A . C . T h e r e  w as  s o m e  s u s p ic io n  that the F o r t  w as 
be in g  e v a c u a te d ,  at l e a s t ,  in p a rt ,  as p r e l im in a r y  to  
a s u r r e n d e r ,  but a r e c o n n a is s a n c e  m a d e  ton ight by  
L ieu t. ^ J u le s j  C apon  o f  the 9th M in n e so ta ,  found the 
e n e m y  s t i l l  h o ld in g  the F o r t  in f o r c e .  We b e l i e v e ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  that s om eth in g  o f  the kind is  on  fo o t .

F r id a y .  A p r i l  7th, 12th day
Y e s t e r d a y ,  ou r  navy  s te a m e d  up and c a s t  a n c h o r  

abou t 2 1 /2  m i l e s  f r o m  Spanish  F o r t ,  but co u ld  not 
w o r k  to  advan tage  on the w a l ls  b e c a u s e  our l in e s  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  so  c l o s e  to  th em ; but tod a y , the O c t o r a r a  
having  s e c u r e d  a m o r e  fa v o r a b le  p o s i t io n ,  op e n e d  
f i r e .  M e a n w h ile ,  our  b e s i e g e r s  a r e  c l o s e r  to the 
w a l ls  and s tren g th en in g  th e ir  p o s i t io n  as  th ey  a d v a n c e .  
It is  c o n f id e n t ly  p r e d ic t e d  that t o m o r r o w  the d r a m a  
w i l l  end and the cu r ta in  fa l l  upon the c l o s in g  s c e n e .  
And what th e n ?  It w i l l  be " O f f  to B la k e ly .  "  T h is  
s e e m s  the m o r e  l ik e ly ,  b e c a u s e  on y e s t e r d a y  one  o f  
o\ir b a t t e r ie s  ([C apta in  W il l ia m ] W i m m e r 's )  w as sent 
fo r w a r d  to  B la k e ly .  A l l  the w ounded  ca p a b le  o f  b e in g  
r e m o v e d  a r e  sent by s t e a m e r s  to New O r le a n s ,  and 
th e re  w i l l  s o o n  be le ft  h e re  on ly  the dy ing  and the 
dead , and the la tter  a r e  b u r ie d  a lm o s t  im m e d ia t e ly  
in g r a v e s  m a r k e d  f o r  fu ture  id e n t i f ica t io n .
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S atu rday . A p r i l  8th, C ap tu re  o f  the F o r t
It w as  e s t im a te d  that th e re  w e r e  2, 000 C o n fe d e r a te s  

in s id e  o f  Span ish  F o r t ,  su p p o s in g  that none  have e s 
c a p e d ,  ( s i c )  o r ig in a l ly  s u p p o se d  to  be n e a r ly  3, 000. 
It w as  in v e s te d  by  the A r m y  o f  the W est  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  
M a jo r  Gen. [ E . R . S . J  C anby  c o m m a n d in g .  T h is  a r m y  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  the l 6 t h A r m y  C o r p s  w ith  its  3 D iv i s i o n s ,  
G en. A . J. Sm ith  co m m a n d in g .  The w o r k s ,  know n 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  a s  Spanish  F o r t ,  c o n s is t e d  o f  a c u r v e d  
l in e  o f  e n tr e n c h m e n ts  o v e r  a m i le  lon g , ex ten d in g  
f r o m  the banks o f  M in ette  B ay  (n orth ) on the e a s t  
s h o r e  o f  M o b i le  Bay and about 7 m i l e s  b e lo w  M o b i l e , t o  
a p o in t  n e a r  the m ou th  o f  D. O l ie v e 's  C r e e k  on the south . 
In c lu d ed  in and w ith in  its  l in e s  IwereJ s t r o n g e r  and 
m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  d e fe n s e s  know n as  the R ed  F o r t ,  
F o r t  M c D e r m it t ,  and Old Spanish  F o r t .

The f o r e g o in g  m a p  w i l l ,  at l e a s t  p a r t ia l ly ,  e x 
p la in  the g e n e r a l  p lan  o f  the F o r t  and the p o s i t i o n  o f  
the b e s ie g in g  a r m y ,  w ithout c la im in g  a c c u r a c y  f o r  
any p a r t i c u la r  day , f o r  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  ch a n g e s  as  
the l in e s  c l o s e d  in. The N avy b e s ie g in g  f r o m  the w e s t  
is  to o  fa r  o f f  to  be in c lu d e d .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  the b e 
s ie g in g  a r m y  w as about 30 ,000  m e n ,  a n u m b e r  g r e a t ly  
in a d v a n ce  o f  the e n e m y  w ith in  the F o r t ,  o r  ch a in  o f  
f o r t s ,  r a t h e r .  Som e o f  the b o y s  i r r e v e r e n t l y  l ik e n e d  
it to  a c o o n  hunt on a grand  s c a l e ,  in w h ich  the ca n n on s  
and m o r t a r  s a r e  the b ark in g  d o g s ,  and the m o s t  s t r i k 
ing r e s e m b l a n c e  la y  in the fa c t  that the e n e m y  w as  
t i r e d  and c o u ld  not  e s c a p e .  A n e w  100 p ou n d er  p a r r o t  
gun (1st Indiana) w as put in the M in ette  B ay  B a t te r y  
and that w ith  the 100 p ou n d er  f r o m  the O c t o r a r a  m a d e  
m u s i c  loud  and d eep .

A bout 5 o ' c l o c k  in the a f te rn o o n ,  th e se  tw o guns (in 
fa c t  a l l  the hounds in the p a ck )  c o m m e n c e d  b ay in g  at 
o n c e ,  w h ich  p r o d u c e d  in co n ju n c t io n  w ith  the guns in 
the F o r t ,  a m o s t  t e r r i f i c  e f f e c t .  No t h u n d e r s to r m  
e v e r  p r o d u c e d  a m o r e  s u b l im e  e f f e c t .  W e ll  did we
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know what it meant. T h ere  had been a s im ila r  pre lude  
to the grand ech e lon  ch a rge  at the battle of N ashville  
on the a ftern oon  of the 2nd day. It meant a charge  in 
w hich the opposing  a r m ie s  should grapp le  in a hand 
to hand death con fl ic t .  I was in the H ospital at the 
t im e but knew by the awful r o a r  that the c r i s i s  of the 
long siege  was at hand. The wounded w e re  brought in 
f r o m  tim e to t im e . We had a s su ra n ce s  o f  the p r o g r e s s  
o f  the battle, w hich was continued t i l l  m idnight when 
the rem nant o f  the h e r o ic  d e fen d ers  o f  the F ort, a ll  
that was le ft  o f  them  s u rre n d e re d ,  only 500 m en. "A l l  
that was le ft  o f  them , le ft  o f  2, 000. " We learned  
later that the r e s t  o f  them , o f  those  not slain, to the 
num ber o f  near 1, 500 had e s ca p e d  sa fe ly  under c o v e r  
o f  the d ark n ess ,  and w e re  on their way to M obile ,  or  
what is m o r e  like ly  to r e in fo r c e  the w e a r ie d  de fen ses  
o f  F ort  B lakely , w hich has been  under s iege  s in ce  
A p r i l  2nd. This has p roven  som ething o f  a d am per , 
d is tract in g  that m uch  f r o m  the g lo r y  o f  the v ic to ry ,  
s o m e  c l a i m  that the fina l attack  should be in the 
m orn ing . In that ca se  the entire  g a r r is o n  could have 
been captured, as they could not have e sca p ed  in the 
day t im e . On the other hand, there  would have been 
a g re a te r  lo s s  o f  l i fe  to the b e s ie g e r s ,  and it would 
be good ta c t ics  to a llow  a part o f  the g a r r is o n  to e s 
cape, s in ce  w orn  out and w ea r ie d ,  as they w e re ,  they 
could g ive no adequate support to the d e fen ders  o f  
B lakely ; and with Spanish F ort  captured and F o r t  
B lakely  in its last  s tru g g le ,  they could  have no use 
fo r  them  in M ob ile ,  as that c ity  with both these  fo r ts  
taken, could not hold out an hour. The defeat would 
annihilate them  as s o ld ie r s  whether taken p r is o n e r s  
o r  a llow ed  to e s ca p e .  The old adage that "He who 
fights and runs away, m ay l iv e  to fight another day, " 
is  not true in p r a c t ic e .  "He that fights and runs away, 
is m o r e  apt to run away in the next fight. " He has 
found out the path of safety  and is  spo iled  as a f igh ter .
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Union bom b p r o o fs  in fron t  o f  Spanish Fort during the s iege .



T h en , b e s id e s ,  th e r e  is  an e c o n o m i c a l  v ie w  o f  the 
q u e s t io n  that a p p e a ls  to  the v a l ia n t  m e n  in the c o m 
m i s s a r y  d e p a r tm e n t .  We have to fe e d  ou r  c a p t iv e s ,  
w h ile  th o s e  that run  aw ay  m u st  f e e d  t h e m s e lv e s ,  and 
s o  fa r  im p o v e r i s h  the g o v e r n m e n t  th ey  w e r e  paid  to  
d e fen d . Is it not b e t te r  that t h e s e  1, 500 hungry  d e 
fe n d e r s  o f  the C o n f e d e r a c y  sh ou ld  be  a l lo w e d  to e s 
c a p e ,  that th ey  m a y  be a s o u r c e  o f  e x p e n s e  and d e 
m o r a l i z a t io n  to  th e ir  g o v e r n m e n t  and to  th e ir  c o m 
r a d e s  ?

The c h a r g e  m a d e  at 5 p . m .  w as  s o m e w h a t  a n a lo 
gou s  to the e c h e lo n  c h a r g e  m a d e  on the 2nd day o f  the 
batt le  o f  N a s h v i l le ,  as it w as  m a d e  w ithout the o r d e r  
o f  the c o m m a n d in g  o f f i c e r .  Gen. C anby  had in tended  
to  m ake  the a s s a u lt  on  the w o r k s  in the m o r n in g  o f  the 
n ex t  day . The c o r p s  c o m m a n d e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c la im e d  
a u th or ity  to a c t  u n d er  a p e r m i s  s iv e  o r d e r  in the f o r m  
o f  in s t r u c t io n s  as  the c o m m a n d e r  i s s u e d  at the c o m 
m e n c e m e n t  o f  the s i e g e ,  "n o t  c h a r g e ,  u n le s s  in th e ir  
ju d g e m e n t ,  they  had the a s s u r a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  and 
d e c i s i v e  r e s u l t s .  "  T h is  th ey  c e r t a in ly  had, but Gen. 
C anby p r e f e r r e d  an a s s a u lt  in  the m o r n in g  and had 
sa id  s o ,  and the q u e s t io n  a s  to  w ho w as  r igh t  is  an 
open  on e . (T h e  c o m m e n t s  on  th is  p a g e  w e r e  in s e r t e d  
in  the d ia r y  at a m u ch  la te r  p e r io d  and a r e  b a se d  
upon  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  and c o m m e n t s  in Gen. [ C h r i s 
t o p h e r  C olum busJ  A n d r e w 's  H is t o r y  o f  the M o b i le  
C a m p a ig n ).

N ote  -  added  June 5. 1906
T he a b o v e  d ra w in g  is  r u d e ly  c o p ie d  f r o m  an e n 

g r a v in g  in Gen. A n d r e w 's  C a m p a ig n  o f  M o b i l e , and is  
a fa i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  the b o m b  p r o o f s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
by  ou r  m e n  in the f r o n t  o f  S pan ish  F o r t  d u r in g  the s i e g e .  
C apt. [T h e o d o r e  G.] C a r t e r  o f  C o . K. o f  the  7th M inn. , 
w h o  v is i t e d  the g rou n d  in  1902 n e a r ly  40 y e a r s  a f te r  
the b a tt le ,  r e p o r t s  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  in  ru in  and o v e r 
g r o w n  w ith  p in e s .
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Sunday. A p r i l  9th. 1865
The 7th R e g im e n t  w ith  s o m e  o th e r s  w ent into  the 

F o r t  at the t im e  o f  the s u r r e n d e r ,  and r e m a in e d  th e r e  
t i l l  m o r n in g .  M uch  o f  our a r t i l l e r y  is  b e in g  sent on 
to  B la k e ly ,  (5 m i l e s )  and w e  e x p e c t  to f o l l o w  and take 
p a r t  in  the s ie g e ,  but the c h a n c e s  a r e  that it w i l l  s u r 
r e n d e r  b e f o r e  w e get th e r e .  The 2nd D iv is io n  has 
b e e n  t h e r e  th rou gh ou t. So part  o f  th e ir  g l o r y  is  o u r s .  
In the m o r n in g ,  the p r i s o n e r s ,  500 in n u m b e r ,  w e r e  
m a r c h e d  out o f  the F o r t ,  to  the tune o f  Y an kee  D o o d le ,  
and in to ,  o r  th rou gh , o\ir ca m p ,  and th rou g h  a s o r t  
o f  g r i m  f a c e t i o u s n e s s ,  w e r e  m a d e  to p a s s  b e tw e e n  a 
d o u b le  l in e  o f  ou r  w o o d e n  m o r t a r s ,  the s ight o f  w h ich  
k in d led  th e ir  w ra th  and r e s e n tm e n t ,  and I g r i e v e  to 
sa y ,  th ey  w e r e  t e r r ib l y  p r o fa n e  at the s ight. It w ou ld  
have  b e e n  a g r a c o iu s  thing to have s p a re d  th e m  th is  
h u m il ia t io n ,  f o r  they  had fought h e r o i c a l l y ,  4, 000 
a g a in s t  30, 000 m en , and kept th e m  at bay  f o r  13 d a y s ,  
and but f o r  th o se  ch ea p  g r e e n  t r e e  m o r t a r s ,  m ig h t  
have  held  out l o n g e r .  R e a l ly ,  th e r e  w as  not m u c h  
c a u s e  f o r  e x a lta t io n  on ou r  p a rt .  At 9 a. m . w e w e r e  
on o u r  w ay  to B la k e ly  and a r r iv e d  in a few  h o u r s ,  a fte r  
a v e r y  c a r e f u l ly  p ick in g  o f  ou r  w ay  o v e r  g rou n d  s u p 
p o s e d  to  be sow n  with t o r p e d o e s ,  and e te r n a l  v ig i l e n c e  
w as  the p r i c e  o f  sa fe ty .  We a r r iv e d  in t im e  to  p a r 
t i c ip a t e  in the ca p tu re ,  but I s u p p o se  w e r e  not n e e d e d  
and w e r e  o r d e r e d  into ca m p  about 3 m i l e s  aw ay , but 
not in s ight. We w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  in s igh t o f  F o r t s  
H u ger  and T r a c y  (w hich w e r e j  s o m e  d is ta n c e  out in 
the bay  b e lc h in g  f i r e  and s m o k e ,  r e s e m b l in g  as  m u c h  
as  anyth ing e l s e ,  the low  c r e s t e d  c r a t e r  o f  s u b m a r in e  
v o l c a n o e s  in eru p t ion .  Our a r t i l l e r y  w as re p ly in g  
f r o m  5 po in ts  on the s h o r e ,  one n ea r  B la k e ly  and the 
o th e r s  ex ten d in g  dow n the Bay as  fa r  as Spanish  F o r t .  
T h e r e  w e r e  tw o o f  our  gunboats  on the Bay d i r e c t in g  
th e ir  f i r e  upon  the F o r t s ,  and a p p a re n t ly  d o in g  s o m e  
g ood  e x e c u t io n .  The c r o s s  f i r in g  f r o m  so  m a n y  d i f 
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f e r e n t  p o in ts  w a s  in c e s s a n t  and p r e p le x in g .  M any o f  
the sh ots  s e e m e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  fa l l  s h o r t ,  s o m e  o f  
th e m  sk ip p in g  o r  r i c o c h e t t in g  a lon g  the s u r fa c e  o f  the 
w a te r  and s in k in g  b e f o r e  r e a c h in g  th e ir  d es t in a t ion .  
S om e  s t r u c k  upon  the sand e m b a n k m e n t  o f  the F o r t s  
and r a is e d  g r e a t  c lo u d s  o f  d u st .  T h is  m a y  have b een  
c a u s e d  by the b u rs t in g  o f  s h e l l s .  S o m e t im e s  a s h e l l  
e x p lo d e d  in the w a te r ,  in  w h ich  c a s e  it w ou ld  send  up 
a co lu m n  o f  s p r a y  f r o m  60 to  100 fe e t  high. But m a n y  
e x p lo d e d  in the a ir  f o r m in g  a g lo b u la r  p u ff  o f  s m o k e  
w ith  a d a rk  op en in g  in the c e n t e r .

We co u ld  e a s i l y  e s t im a t e  the d is ta n c e  o f  the b a t 
t e r i e s  by cou n tin g  the s e c o n d s  o c c u r in g  be tw een  the 
f la s h  and the r e p o r t ,  and m u lt ip ly in g  that n u m b e r  o f  
s e c o n d s  into  the n u m b e r  o f  fe e t  that sound t r a v e l s  p e r  
s e c o n d .  T h e s e  b a t t e r ie s  w e r e  3 m i l e s  d istan t. B y  a 
c a r e f u l  t im in g  o f  in t e r v a ls  b e tw e e n  f la s h  and r e p o r t ,  
the s o ld ie r  l e a r n s  how  to  d o d g e  ca n n on  b a l ls  and e v e n  
b u l le t s .  T he  is la n d  b a t t e r ie s  w e r e  s o m e t im e s  c o m 
p le te ly  e n v o lo p e d  in s m o k e .  S til l  the f la s h  o f  the guns 
cou ld  be s e e n  as a fa int lu r id  s p o t .  I w as  standing on 
the e d g e  o f  a b lu f f  o r  h il l ,  p e r h a p s  40 fe e t  o v e r  the 
s u r fa c e  o f  the B ay  w ith  a few  o f f i c e r s  fo r  the t im e  o f f  
duty, and w a tch in g  the a r t i l l e r y  f i r in g .  On the p a r a p e t  
o f  T r a c y  s to o d  a h e r o i c  f o r m t h a t  e v o k e d  ou r  a d m i r a 
tion . He s e e m e d  to  be a s e n t in e l ,  and s tood  m o t i o n 
l e s s  in a l l  the u p r o a r  o f  the c o n f l i c t .  S h e lls  b u r s t  o v e r  
h im  and a rou n d  h im , and w hen  the s m o k e  c l e a r e d  a w ay  
t h e r e  he s to o d  in the s a m e  d e fia n t  p o s i t io n .  At the 
a p p r o a c h  o f  s h e l l s  o th e r s  s c a m p e r e d  and hid t h e m 
s e l v e s .  He a lo n e  d e f ie d  th e m . I fe l t  a gen u in e  r e 
s p e c t  f o r  th is  b r a v e  d e fe n d e r  o f  the Southern  c a u s e ,  
t i l l  he w as  r e v e a le d  by a f i e l d  g l a s s ,  w h ic h  one o f  the 
o f f i c e r s  lo a n e d  m e ,  as  a w o o d e n  p o s t  about 6 fe e t  
h igh , w ith  s o m e  kind o f  a g a r m e n t  th ro w n  o v e r  it ,  
and no  m o r e  hum an than a s c a r e c r o w  in a g a rd e n .

19



W e d n e sd a y .  A p r i l  12. '65
T he g r e a t  even t o f  la s t  Sunday night w as  the ca p tu re  

o f  F o r t  B la k e ly  w ith  a l l  its g a r r i s o n  and s t o r e s .  The 
fa l l  o f  Span ish  F o r t  the day b e f o r e ,  d o u b t le s s  a c c e l 
e r a t e d  the s u r r e n d e r  o f  B la k e ly .  The  g a r r i s o n  had 
h e a rd  the a w fu l u p r o a r  o f  the can n on ad in g  that p r e 
c e d e d  the c h a r g e  and knew  what it m ean t .  T h ey  knew , 
t o o ,  that the r e s u l t  w ould  be the d ou b lin g  o f  the b e 
s ie g in g  f o r c e ,  by  the la te  b e s i e g e r s  o f  the Span ish  
F o r t  o r  a p p re h e n d e d  it r a th e r ,  ( s i c )  The t r o o p s  w e r e  
n ot  n e e d e d ,  but the a r t i l l e r y  w as  c a l le d  into s e r v i c e  
and 8 o r  10 m o r e  s ie g e  guns w e r e  p la c e d  in an e f f e c 
t iv e  p o s i t io n .  A s  at N a sh v il le  and Spanish  F o r t ,  the 
c a l l  f o r  f in a l  a s s a u lt  w as m a d e  in the la te  a f t e r n o o n ,  
at B la k e ly  at 5 :30 p . m .  The d e ta i ls  o f  th is  e n g a g e 
m e n t  I can n ot g iv e  e x c e p t  at 2nd hand and th ey  a r e  y e t  
c o n f l i c t in g ;  but th e r e  w e r e  16, 000 m e n  e n g a g ed  in the 
a s s a u l t ,  the l in e s  w e r e  3 m i l e s  in len gth , and th e ir  
a d v a n c e  w a s  n e a r ly  s im u lta n e o u s .  The c a s u a l t i e s  o f  
the U nion f o r c e s  w e r e  about 127 k i l le d  and 527 w ou n d ed . 
T h e  g a r r i s o n  did not e s c a p e ,  o r  any p a rt  o f  t h e m  as  
at S pan ish  F o r t ,  but w ith  a few  e x c e p t i o n s  w e r e  
c a p tu r e d .  T he C o n fe d e r a te s  had a fe w  b o a ts  in the 
s t r e a m  and a few  a ttem p ted  to s w im  to th e m . T he 
fu g i t iv e s  f r o m  Spanish  F o r t  had m u ch  b e t te r  o p p o r 
tu n it ie s  f o r  e s c a p e ,  and f r e e r  a c c e s s  to  th e ir  b o a ts ,  
and th ey  co u ld  e s c a p e  e i th e r  to M o b i le  o r  to  B la k e ly .  
T h e  g a r r i s o n  at B la k e ly  had no  p la c e  o f  r e fu g e  but 
M o b i l e ,  and w ith  B la k e ly  ca p tu red  M o b i le  w ou ld  at 
o n c e  fa l l  in to  the hands o f  C a n b y 1 s m e n ,  and the w ar  
in th is  s e c t io n ,  at l e a s t ,  w ould  be en ded . But a l 
th ou gh  the land f o r t s  had b e e n  ca p tu re d ,  th o se  in the 
B ay , F o r t s  H u ger  and T r a c y ,  a r e  s t i l l  k e e p in g  up the 
unequa l c o n te s t ,  and s h e l l in g  ou r  land b a t te r ie s  and 
gu n boats  in c e s s a n t ly .  Y e s t e r d a y  a f te r n o o n ,  I w ent 
dow n  to the s h o r e  and w itn e s s e d  the a r t i l l e r y  du e l 
w h ich  is  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  on. I r e tu r n e d  today  and m a d e  
the sk e tch e s  on p a g e s  24, 25, and 26. M y e y e  w as 
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then  c h a r m e d  m o r e  by the f r a m in g  o f  the p i c t u r e ,  a 
f r a m in g  g iv en  by  n a tu re ,  than by  the p ic tu r e  i t s e l f .  
T h e  f o r e g r o u n d  w as se t  th ick  w ith  f l o w e r in g  b u s h e s ,  
su ch  as the w ild  b u c k e y e  w ith  its  p a n ic le  o f  c r im s o n ,  
a tru e  f l o w e r  o f  w a r  flau n tin g  its  b lo o d y  f la g .  T h e r e  
w as  an u n d e r g r o w th  o f  l e s s  sh o w y  f l o w e r s ,  p u rp le  
and y e l lo w  and w h ite ,  a m o n g  the f l e u r d e l i s .  On the 
r igh t  and le f t  o f  the p i c t u r e ,  and w e a v in g  th e ir  ru g g e d  
b r a n c h e s  o v e r h e a d  s to o d  s o m e  ta l l  p in e s ,  th e ir  l im b s  
d ra p e d  in s i l v e r  g r e y ,  o r  g r e y i s h  g r e e n ,  S p a n i s h  
m o s s .  T h ro u g h  the o v a l  open in g  w ith in  th is  n a tu ra l  
f r a m e ,  the w a t e r s  o f  the B ay la y  g le a m in g  s i l v e r y  in 
the a f te r n o o n  sun light , w ith  the tw o h o s t i le  f o r t s ,  
b e lc h in g  c lo u d  and f la m e  l ik e  v o l c a n o e s  in e ru p t ion .
I have not h e a rd  o f  any d a m a g e  th ey  have in f l i c te d  on 
s e a  o r  s h o r e ,  and it s e e m s  to  m e  a l to g e th e r  s p e c t a c u la r  
and u n r e a l ,  s o m e th in g  l ik e  a p y r o t e c h n i c a l  show  on the 
4th o f  Ju ly ! P o s s ib l y  th ey  a r e  m a k in g  a l l  th is  n o i s e  
to  c o v e r  an e v a c u a t io n  o f  the f o r t s ;  o r  p o s s i b ly  it i s  a 
d e v i c e  to get  r id  o f  a l l  th e ir  h e a v y  a m m u n it io n  w h ich  
they  cannot take  w ith  th e m  on th e ir  r e t r e a t ,  and so  
p r e v e n t  it [ f r o m ]  fa l l in g  into the hands o f  U n cle  S am . 
It m a y  be that the la v is h  th ro w in g  aw a y  o f  th e ir  a m 
m u n it ion  is  a s ign  o f  r e j o i c i n g  that " th is  c r u e l  w a r "  
is  n e a r ly  o v e r .

I s tood  a lo n e  on the sp o t  w h e r e  I s to o d  y e s t e r d a y  
and a fte r  m a k in g  m y  s k e t c h  w en t  dow n  to  the b a s e  o f  
the h il l  to  m a k e  a n oth er  f r o m  n e a r  the w a te r  l e v e l ,  
and had n e a r ly  c o m p le t e d  it w hen  a r o a r  l ik e  the 
h e a v ie s t th u n d e r  p e a l  a lm o s t  stunned m e .  At th is  s a m e  
in stan t a c a t a r a c t  o r  a v a la n ch e  o f  d ew  w hite  s m o k e  
c a m e  p o u r in g  dow n  the s id e  o f  the h i l l  to the p la c e  
w h e r e  I sat s k e tch in g .  *

* N O T E .  June 9th, 1906 -  40 y e a r  s la te r  I v i s i t e d  M o b i le  
and p a r t i c a l l y  e x p lo r e d  the e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  the bay  
w ith  the hope o f  f in d in g  th is  p la c e  and f in is h in g  m y  
s k e tch ,  but c o u ld  not  find it.
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R ig h t ly  c o n j e c t u r i n g  that th is  w as one o f  our  
h u n d red  pound guns, m a s k e d  beh ind  the t r e e s  on the 
top  o f  the h i l l  to  p la y  upon F o r t  H u g er ,  and c o n s id e r in g  
that I w as  in no d a n g e r ,  I f o r  a w h ile  w ent on  with m y  
sk e tch .  U n for tu n ate ly  f o r  m e ,  the s m o k e  at that point 
on the s h o r e  r e v e a le d  to the g u n n e rs  in the F o r t  the 
p o s i t io n  o f  the m a s k e d  gun, and t h e ir  f i r e  w as  d i r e c t e d  
im m e d ia t e ly  t o w a r d s  it ;  but the f i r s t  shot  f e l l  s h o r t  
and p lunged  into the w a te r  about a m i l e  f r o m  the F o r t .  
A s e c o n d  shot  im m e d ia t e ly  f o l l o w e d  and s t r u c k  the 
w a te r  at l e a s t  a h a lf  m i l e  f a r t h e r  in, but r i c o c h e t e d  
l ik e  a f la t  r o c k  o v e r  the s u r f a c e  and a f t e r  s e v e r a l  r e 
bou n ds , sen d in g  up at e a c h  im p a c t  a c lo u d  o f  s p r a y ,  
f in a l ly  sank, not a h a lf  m i l e  d istan t f r o m  the p la c e  
w h e r e  I sat. I had not thought to  d r a w  the f i r e  o f  the 
F o r t ,  and so  g a th e re d  up m y  p o r t f o l i o ,  and m a d e  an 
in g lo r io u s  r e t r e a t ,  not up the h i l l ,  f o r  that w ou ld  have 
kept m e  in the v e r t i c a l  r a n g e ,  but dow n  the s h o r e  f o r  
about 40 r o d s ,  th e n ce  up the h i l l ,  runn ing at m y  b e s t  
sp e e d  to w a r d  the c a m p .  I w a s  r ig h t ,  the shot  that I 
ra n  f r o m ,  s t r u c k  the b a s e  o f  the h i l l  at the w a t e r 's  
e d g e  a f e w p a c e s  f r o m  m y  sea t .  T he n ex t  shot p a s s e d  
o v e r  m y  head , one o f  th e m  s t r ik in g  a t r e e  n e a r  the top .  
M y  path to the c a m p  had led  m e  a c r o s s  the v e r t i c a l  
ra n g e  o f  the gun. M en  w e r e  e v e r y w h e r e  running w i ld ly  
to  get out o f  r a n g e .  At la s t  I h e a r d  the h u rt l in g  o f  a 
s h e l l  a b o v e  m e .  O b ey in g  s o m e  in s t in c t iv e  im p u ls e  - f o r  
I had not t im e  to r e a s o n  -  I d r o p p e d  to the. g rou n d  
fa c e  d ow n w a rd  at the v e r y  m o m e n t  o f  its  e x p lo s io n .  
R e c o v e r i n g  m y  s e n s e s  I r o s e  and saw  a s o ld ie r  ly in g  
f a c e  upon  the g rou n d  a fe w  fe e t  a w a y ,  a p p a r e n t ly  d ea d . 
I a p p r o a c h e d  h im  and to u ch e d  h im  on  the s h o u ld e r .  No 
s ig n  o f  l i f e .  I then p u lled  h im  w ith  a v ie w  o f  tu rn in g  
h is  fa c e  t o w a r d s  m e  f o r  p u r p o s e  o f  r e c o g n i t io n .  He 
o p e n e d  his e y e s ,  and a f t e r  lo o k in g  a rou n d  h im  f o r  a 
m o m e n t  as i f  a w a k en in g  f r o m  s le e p ,  he in q u ir e d  what 
a l l  th is  m e a n t ?  W hen I to ld  h im , he s p r a n g  to  h is  fe e t
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and f e l l  in to  a fit o f  the m o s t  m e a n in g le s s  ( s i c )  fit  o f  
s w e a r in g  to  w h ich  I e v e r  l i s te n e d .  I went o f f  and le ft  
h im  s w e a r in g  -  Such a r e  the d e m o r a l i z in g  e f f e c t s  o f  
ca n n o n a d in g .  The m an  had b een  r e n d e r e d  s e n s e l e s s  
by  the m e r e  sound o f  a sh e l l  b u rs t in g  a b o v e  h im .

A s  ou r  ca m p  w as d i r e c t ly  in the l in e  o f  th is  a r t i l 
l e r y  p r a c t i c e ,  I fe lt  c o n s id e r a b le  a p p r e h e n s io n  f o r  its 
s a fe ty ,  but found on m y  a r r iv a l  that it had b een  m o v e d  
to  a n o th e r  p la c e  qu ite  out o f  ra n g e .  I found the c a m p  
in a g r e a t  u p r o a r  o v e r  new s that " L e e  had e v a cu a te d  
R ic h m o n d .  "

M en  and o f f i c e r s  ra n  w ild  and th r e w  up th e ir  hats 
and c h e e r e d  and e m b r a c e d  e a ch  o th e r ,  and I w o n d e r e d  
t i l l  I l e a r n e d  the c a u s e ,  i f  they  w e r e  a l l  drunk. T hen  
c a m e  n e w s  that ou r  t r o o p s  -  p a r t  o f  th e m  h a d -m a r c h e d  
in to  M o b i le  and q u ie t ly  taken p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the c i ty .  
It is  sa id  that the 13th C o r p s  u n d er  G en. G o r d o n  
G r a in g e r  is  to be the a r m y  o f  o c c u p a t io n .  So ou r  
h o p e s  a r e  d a sh e d ,  and w e  sh a ll  s e e  n oth ing  m o r e  o f  
M o b i le  than fw h a t j  w e have s e e n  a c r o s s  the w a t e r s  o f  
the B ay  at a d is ta n c e  o f  f r o m  6 to 7 m i l e s .  Y e s t e r 
d a y , (th is  is  the 12th) M o b i le  w as  e v a cu a te d ,  i t s  g a r 
r i s o n  o f  4 o r  5, 000 s o ld i e r s  not b e in g  s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  
i t s  d e f e n s e .  T h ey  have gone  to M e r id ia n .  The 3 rd  D iv . 
o f  G r a i n g e r 's  c o m m a n d  fo l lo w e d  th e m  to  W h i s t l e r 's  
Station  a lm o s t  w ith in  [thej c i ty  l im it s ,  and g a v e  th e m  
a fe w  f a r e w e l l  s h o ts ,  and so  the ca m p a ig n  a g a in s t  
M o b i l e  is  en ded .
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HISTORY OF HUNTSVILLE 

WATER WORKS

B Y  F ra n k  W ils o n

B y v ir tu e  o f  its  e s ta b l is h m e n t  in  1823, the H u n tsv il le  
W a ter  W o r k s  has the d is t in c t io n  o f  b e in g  the o ld e s t  
p u b l i c  w a te r  s y s t e m  in  the United States w e s t  o f  the 
-A ppalach ians. D raw in g  w a te r  f r o m  the Big S pring , 
and in r e c e n t  y e a r s  f r o m  o th e r  s o u r c e s ,  the s y s t e m  
has s e r v e d  H u n tsv il le  c o n t in u o u s ly  f o r  150 y e a r s .

1823-1836

The e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  on the w a t e r w o r k s  w as  m a d e  
on F e b r u a r y  15, 1823. On that day  H unter P e e l ,  an 
E n g l is h  c i v i l  e n g in e e r  w ho c a m e  to  H u n tsv i l le  in 1816, 
e x e c u te d  an a g r e e m e n t  w ith  the B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  to 
fu r n is h  the tow n  w ith  w a te r .  P e e l  b e l ie v e d  that a 
w a te r  s y s t e m  w ith  a r e s e r v o i r  o f  w a te r  on  the p u b l i c  
s q u a r e  w ou ld  s e r v e  tw o  p u r p o s e s .  It w ou ld  be o f  g re a t  
c o n v e n ie n c e  f o r  p u b l ic  u se  and it w ou ld  a l s o  g r e a t ly  
i m p r o v e  the t o w n 's  a b i l i ty  to  fight f i r e s .

A s  se t  f o r t h  in  the c o n t r a c t ,  P e e l  w a s  to  su p p ly  
r e s id e n t s  "w ith  g ood  s p r in g  w a te r  to  be  c o n v e y e d  in 
h y d ra n ts  in to  a r e s e r v o i r  on the p u b l ic  s q u a r e .  "  U nder 
the f r a n c h i s e  P e e l  w as  g iv e n  e x c l u s i v e  r ig h t  to  c o n v e y  
the w a te r  " p r o v id e d  a lw a y s  that he sh a l l  w ith in  one 
y e a r  f r o m  th is  date c a u s e  g o o d  s p r in g  w a te r  to be 
c o n v e y e d  in s t r o n g  h yd ran ts  ( c e d a r  lo g  co n d u it s )  i r o n
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bound  at th e ir  ju n c tu re ,  to a w a t e r p r o o f  r e s e r v o i r  o f  
g o o d  th ick  p lant, con ta in in g  at l e a s t  1, 000 c u b ic  fe e t  
(7, 500 g a l lo n s )  to be by  h im  built  on the p u b l ic  sq u a re  
o f  sa id  tow n . "

L e r o y  P o p e ,  o r ig in a l  p u r c h a s e r  o f  m u c h  o f  the 
land  on  w h ich  H u n tsv il le  w as  l o c a te d ,  ow n ed  the B ig  
S p rin g . On A p r i l  14, 1823, P op e  e x e c u te d  a c o n t r a c t  
w ith  P e e l  g ra n tin g  h im  the r ig h t  to e r e c t  a d a m  a c r o s s  
the s t r e a m  f r o m  the s p r in g  and to  c o n s t r u c t  t h e r e  a 
h o u se  "n o t  e x c e e d in g  th ir ty  fe e t  lon g  by  t w e n t y - fo u r  
w id e  to h o u se  the w a te r  w o r k s .  "  P e e l ,  w ho w as  cou n ty  
e n g in e e r  at the t im e ,  f o r m e d  a p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  J a m e s  
B a r c la y ,  a m a c h in is t ,  and H u n ts v i l le 's  f i r s t  w a te r  
w o r k s  w as  u nder w ay .

P e e l  and B a r c la y 's  f i r s t  w a ter  plant c o n s i s t e d  o f  
an a w k w a rd  lo o k in g  w o o d e n  s e l f -p r o p e l l e d  tu rb in e  w h e e l  
tu rn e d  by  the s p r in g  f lo w  w h ich  p u m p ed  w a te r  th rou g h  
c e d a r  lo g  p ip e s  to the r e s e r v o i r  on the S qu are .

The f i r s t  c e d a r  log  p ip e s  u sed  w e r e  v e r y  c r u d e .  
T h e y  w e r e  up to fo u r te e n  fee t  in len gth  and how  they  
w e r e  h o l lo w e d  out is  s t i l l  a m y s t e r y .  T he c e d a r  p ip e s  
a p p a r e n t ly  u se d  a fte r  1827 w e r e  a l l  b o r e d  w ith  an a u g e r .

P e e l  and B a r c la y  a p p a re n t ly  e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f i 
c u l t i e s  in k eep in g  the s y s t e m  o p e ra t in g  and th e r e  w e r e  
e x te n d e d  p e r i o d s  w hen the r e s e r v o i r  r e m a in e d  e m p ty .  
D is s a t i s fa c t io n  w ith  P e e l ' s  o p e r a t io n  r e s u l t e d  in  h is  
l o s in g  his  f r a n c h is e  w h ich  w as gran ted  to  a Josh u a  
C o x  in 1825. C o x 's  o p e r a t io n  o f  the w a ter  w o r k s  w as 
no  b e t te r  than P e e l 's ,  and in 1826 he s o ld  the s y s t e m  
to  T h o m a s  A . R on a ld s  o f  New Y o rk .  R on a ld s  h ire d  
Sana D. M o r g a n  as s u p e r v i s o r  and c o m m e n c e d  a s i g 
n i f ic a n t  im p r o v e m e n t  o f  the f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  i m 
p r o v e m e n t s  in c lu d e d  a new  d a m , en g in e  h o u s e ,  n ew  
c e d a r  lo g  p ip e s ,  and a m o r e  p o w e r fu l  pu m p. In 1828, 
a f te r  m u ch  ag ita t ion , the t o w n  c o u n c i l  c o n t r a c te d  
w ith  R on a ld s  to c o n s t r u c t ,  a d ja ce n t  to the c o u r th o u s e ,  
a n ew  l a r g e r  r e s e r v o i r  at a c o s t  o f  $900 . The n ew
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r e s e r v o i r  w as  a w o o d e n  tank e ig h te e n  fe e t  s q u a r e  and 
ten  f e e t  h igh, w ith  a c a p a c i t y  o f  24 , 300 g a l lo n s .  It 
w as  e n c lo s e d  b y  a tw o s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  the u p p e r  
p o r t i o n  o f  w h ich  w as  a m e e t in g  r o o m  f o r  the t o w n  
c o u n c i l .  In a d d it ion  to p r o v id in g  the n ew  r e s e r v o i r ,  
R on a ld s  a g r e e d  to e r e c t  f i r e  p lu g s  at e a c h  c o r n e r  o f  
the p u b lic  s q u a r e  " f o r  the e x c lu s iv e  u s e  o f  the f i r e  
e n g in e s  o f  sa id  tow n w ith  th r e e  and o n e - h a l f  in ch  p ip e s  
(m a d e  f r o m  c e d a r  l o g s )  lea d in g  f r o m  the R e s e r v o i r  
th e r e to ,  su ch  F i r e  P lu g s  a r e  to  be kept in su ch  g ood  
o r d e r  and r e p a i r  that a p le n t i fu l  su p p ly  o f  w a te r  can  
at a l l  t im e s  be had t h e r e f r o m  f o r  the e x t in g u is h m e n ts  
o f  F i r e .  "

1836-1858

R on a ld s  and M o r g a n  o p e r a t e d  the w a te r  s y s t e m  
until  1836. At that t im e ,  D r .  T h o m a s  F e a r n  and his 
b r o th e r  G e o r g e  F e a r n ,  w ho w as  on the c o u n c i l ,  a c q u ir e d  
the w a ter  w o r k s .  In a c o n t r a c t  e x e c u te d  w ith  the A l d e r 
m e n  o f  H u n tsv i l le ,  D r .  F e a r n  and G e o r g e  F e a r n  a g r e e d  
to c o m p le t e ly  r e b u i ld  the w a te r  s y s t e m .  The i m p r o v e 
m e n ts  in c lu d e d  the in s ta l la t io n  o f  an i r o n  pum p at the 
s p r in g  and c a s t  i r o n  p ip e s  5 "  in d ia m e te r  to the fo u r  
c o r n e r s  o f  the p u b l ic  s q u a r e .  T h is  m a r k e d  the f i r s t  
u se  o f  c a s t  i r o n  p ip e  in  the w a te r  s y s t e m .  The m a y o r  
and c o u n c i l  a g r e e d  " t o  c o n s t r u c t  w ith in  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a 
r e s e r v o i r  upon  s o m e  su ita b le  s ite  to  be  p r o v id e d  by 
th e m  so  as  to  a d m it  an e l e v a t io n  o f  w a te r  t h e r e in  
f o r t y  fe e t  a b o v e  the s u r f a c e  o f  the p u b l ic  s q u a r e . "  The 
r e s e r v o i r  w a s  to  be  s ix ty  fe e t  by  s ix ty  fe e t  and ten  fe e t  
d e e p ,  and the c i t y  a g r e e d  to c o n s t r u c t  an i r o n  m a in  o f  
5 "  d ia m e te r  to  c o n n e c t  the r e s e r v o i r  to the w a te r  
w o r k s  pum p at the Spring . In 1842, a n ew  r e s e r v o i r  
w as  c o n s t r u c t e d  on a lo t  150 fe e t  s q u a r e  s itu ated  b e 
tw een  E c h o ls  S tree t  and M c C lu n g  S tree t .  T he  r e s e r 
v o i r  w as  dug ten  fe e t  d e e p  and w a s  s e v e n ty  f e e t  in

27



d ia m e t e r .  It had a c a p a c i ty  o f  287, 523 g a l lo n s  o f  
w a t e r .  T he e le v a t io n  o f  the new  r e s e r v o i r  and the new  
f iv e  in ch  m a in  m a d e  p o s s i b le  a g r e a t  e x p a n s io n  o f  the 
a r e a  w h ich  co u ld  be a d eq u a te ly  s e r v e d  w ith  w a te r .  In 
D r .  F e a r n 's  W a te r w o r k s  a c c o u n t  b o o k  o f  1842, w e r e  
l i s t e d  a to ta l  o f  111 c u s t o m e r s .  In 1843, W i l l ia m  W. 
P o p e ,  w h o  had a c q u ir e d  o w n e r s h ip  o f  the B ig  Spring  
f r o m  h is  fa th e r ,  L e r o y  P o p e ,  d eed ed  it to  the C ity  
f o r  one  d o l l a r . I n  c o m p l ia n c e  w ith  c e r t a in  t e r m s  o f  the 
g i f t ,  the c i t y  e m b a r k e d  upon a b e a u t i f ic a t io n  p r o g r a m  
o f  the p r o p e r t y .  W i l l ia m  F r y e 's  pa inting  o f  the B ig  
S pring  a r e a  is  sa id  to have b een  in s p ir e d  by  the i m 
p r o v e m e n t s  m a d e  at the Spring.

D r .  F e a r n  continued  to o p e r a te  the w a te r  w o r k s  
and in 1854, the tow n c o u n c i l  n a m e d  a c o m m it t e e  o f  
th r e e  to  in q u ir e  into the p r o p r ie t y  o f  p u r c h a s in g  the 
w a te r  w o r k s  f r o m  h im . A s  a r e s u lt  o f  th is  study , in 
1858, the c i t y  p u r c h a s e d  the w a te r  w o r k s  f o r  the s u m  
o f  $10, 000, to be paid  in ten eq u a l annual in s ta l lm e n ts .

1859-1892

On July l f 1859, an o r d in a n c e  w as adop ted  by the 
tow n  c o u n c i l  " to  e s t a b l i s h  a ta x  f o r  the u se  o f  w a te r  
f r o m  the W a ter  W o rk s  o f  the Tow n  o f  Hunts v i l l e .  "  The 
r a t e s  f o r  r e s id e n t ia l  u s e r  s w e r e  b a s e d  on the v a lu a t io n  
o f  the h o u s e .  " F o r  e a ch  d w e ll in g  va lued  at no m o r e  
than e igh t  thou san d  d o l l a r s ,  the w ater  ta x  sh a l l  be 
tw e lv e  d o l l a r s  and f i fty  cen ts  p e r  annum . "  F o r  c o m 
m e r c i a l  u s e r s ,  s p e c i f i c  annual r a te s  w e r e  s e t  fo r th .

In I860, the c i t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a new  b u ild in g  to 
h ou se  the w a te r  w o r k s  a.t the Spring . T h is  m a s o n r y  
b u ild in g  w ith  v a r io u s  a l te r a t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  a s m o k e  
s ta ck ,  s e r v e d  until a new  pum ping  sta tion  w as built  
n e a r b y  on G alla t in  S treet  in 1899.

One o f  H u n ts v i l le 's  m o s t  e x c i t in g  even ts  to o k  p la c e  
in 1887, the open in g  o f  the fa m o u s  M onte  Sano H ote l.
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One o f  the l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  The H u n tsv il le  In d e -  
p en d en t ,  r e p o r t e d  on  M ay 26, 1887, that the w o r k  o f  
c o n n e c t in g  the M onte  Sano H ote l  w ith  the c i t y  w a te r  
w o r k s  at the B ig  S pring  w as  p r a c t i c a l l y  c o m p le t e d .  
A f o r c e  pum p w as  in s ta l le d  at the S pring  and w ater  
w as  p u m ped  up the m ou n ta in  f o r  the use  o f  the h ote l .

D u rin g  the y e a r s  o f  the C iv i l  W ar and the R e c o n 
s t r u c t io n  d a y s ,  t h e r e  w as  v e r y  l i t t le  e x p a n s io n  o r  
i m p r o v e m e n t  in the w a te r  s y s t e m .  H o w e v e r ,  by 1887 
H u n tsv il le  w as b eg in n in g  to  g r o w  and it w a s  a p p a ren t  
that the w a te r  s y s t e m  w ou ld  have  to  be ex p a n d ed  and 
im p r o v e d .  A f t e r  s e c u r in g  the p e r m i s s i o n  o f  the state 
l e g i s la t u r e ,  the c i t y  in M a r c h ,  18 8 7 ,  s o ld  $15,000 
in m u n ic ip a l  bon ds  f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  expa n d in g  the 
w a te r  s y s t e m ,  and e m b a r k e d  on the g r e a t e s t  e x p a n s io n  
p r o g r a m  e v e r  u n d er ta k en  up to  that t im e .  The r e p o r t  
o f  the w a t e r  w o r k s  i n s p e c t o r  in 1889, g iv e s  an i n t e r 
e s t in g  a c c o u n t in g  o f  the c u s t o m e r s  b e in g  s e r v e d :  591 
h y d ra n ts ,  162 w a te r  c l o s e t s ,  63 bath s ,  24 u r in a ls ,  87 
s p r in k le r s ,  and 7 so d a  fo u n ts ;  a to ta l  o f  934 s e r v i c e s .

A s p a rt  o f  the e f f o r t  to  a t t r a c t  a m a jo r  n ew  in d u stry  
to H u n tsv i l le ,  the c i ty  in 1891, a g r e e d  to  p r o v id e  f r e e  
500, 000 g a l lo n s  o f  w a te r  p e r  day  f o r  ten  y e a r s  to the 
D a llas  M a n u fa ctu r in g  C om p a n y .

The H u n tsv i l le  D a ily  M e r c u r y  on D e c e m b e r  21, 
1892, had th is  c o m m e n t ;

The Board (of A lderm en) has now provided w ell for our 
c itize n s , and no m ore 'kicking' w ill be heard from  
patrons who have com plained of being unable to get 
water e a rly  in the m orning. The Chairm an of the 
W ater W orks Com m ittee was instructed to em ploy an 
extra  man for work - -  keeping the m achinery (pump) 
at w ork constantly till the new standpipe is erected . "

T h is  in c id e n t  p o in ted  up the c r i t i c a l  n eed  f o r  m o r e  
s t o r a g e  c a p a c i ty  than the o ld  dug r e s e r v o i r  o f  1842 
p r o v id e d .  E a r ly  in  1893 a n ew  stan dp ipe  ( r e s e r v o i r )  
w as  e r e c t e d  on top  o f  E c h o ls  H il l  on  land don ated  by
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C o lo n e l  W. H. E c h o ls .  T h is  new  r e s e r v o i r  had a 
c a p a c i t y  o f  600, 000 g a l lo n s .

The i n c r e a s e d  p r e s s u r e  and v o lu m e  o f  w a te r  p r o 
v id e d  by  the m a jo r  e x p a n s io n  in the 1890 's  m ade  
p o s s i b l e  s o m e  in te r e s t in g  n ew  u s e s  o f  w a te r  f r o m  the 
s y s t e m .  At le a s t  one b a r b e r  sh op  u se d  a w a te r  m o t o r  
f o r  p r o p e l l i n g  the c e i l in g  fans b a c k  and fo r th .  A 
s i m i la r  fan  w as  u se d  in the M o n r o e  h om e  on  G r e e n e  
S tree t ,  In 1904, the W. L. H a ls e y  G r o c e r y  C om p a n y  
in s ta l le d  an e le v a to r  p o w e r e d  by w a t e ^ a n d  in 1813, 
the p r in t in g  p r e s s e s  in  the M o n r o e  p r in t in g  sh op  w e r e  
w a te r  p o w e r e d .  T h e s e  u s e s  w e r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s ib le  
o n ly  b e c a u s e  the w a te r  u sed  w as s o ld  on a fla t  ra te  and 
not  m e t e r e d .  The y e a r  1898 brou gh t  c i v i c  a tten tion  to 
the n e e d  f o r  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  o f  the B ig  Spring a r e a .  A fte r  
the o ld  pu m p  h ou se  w as  t o r n  dow n, s ig n i f i c a n t  i m 
p r o v e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  in the a p p e a r a n c e  o f  the S p r in g  
a r e a .  T he o ld  d a m  w a s  r e m o v e d ,  the b a s in  w as  
w iden ed ,an d  the banks o f  the s t r e a m  w a l le d  w ith  w hite  
l i m e s t o n e .  T h r e e  b r id g e s  w e r e  bu ilt  and a fou n ta in  
w as  in s ta l le d  in the b a s in  at the head o f  the S p r in g .

The co n ta m in a t io n  o f the w a te r  su p p ly  f r o m  the 
S p r in g  f i r s t  b e c a m e  a m a tte r  o f  c o n c e r n  in  1898, w ith  
an o u tb r e a k  o f  t y p h o i d  f e v e r .  It r e s u l t e d  in  the 
p a v in g  o f  the u b l ic  q u a re  as a m e a n s  o f  s o m e  p r o 
t e c t i o n  to  the u n d e r ly in g  s t r e a m  o f  w a t e r .  A ft e r  
fr e q u e n t  typ h o id  o u tb r e a k s ,  the w a t e r  d e p a r tm e n t  
1914 in s ta l le d  its f i r s t  c h lo r in a t o r .  T h is  w as  a v e r y  
in e f f i c ie n t  d e v i c e  and w as  o f  l i t t le  va lue  in p u r i fy in g  
w a te r  p u m p ed  into the c i t y 's  m a in s .  In 1917, a s e v e r e  
o u tb r e a k  o f  typhoid  r e s u l t e d  in a s u r v e y  by D r .  C a r l  
A . G r o te ,  H u n ts v i l le 's  f i r s t  h e a lth  o f f i c e r .  Open 
t o i le t s  l o c a t e d  o v e r  r o c k  c r e v i c e s  behind the o ld  M a rk e t  
H ou se  lo c a t e d  on the sou th w est  c o r n e r  o f  C lin ton  and 
W ash in gton  S tree ts  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  to  be  the c a u s e  
o f  the p o l lu t io n  and a n ew  s e w e r  l in e  w as  in s ta l le d .  
An e f f i c ie n t  d r ip - t y p e  c h lo r in a to r  w as in s ta l le d  in  1918, 

30



a ft e r  w h ich  typh oid  r e s u lt in g  f r o m  co n ta m in a t io n  f r o m  
the c i t y 's  w a te r  s y s t e m  b e c a m e  v i r t u a l ly  n o n -e x is t e n t .

A lth ou gh  c h lo r in a t io n  o f  the w a te r  had e f f e c t iv e ly  
e l im in a te d  the th re a t  o f  typ h o id ,  the fe a r  o f  p o l lu t io n  
o f  the w a ter  su p p ly  con t in u ed  to  be a s o u r c e  o f  c o n c e r n  
to health  a u th o r i t ie s .  In 1950, the c i t y  w as  o r d e r e d  by 
the State H ealth  D e p a r tm e n t  to l o o k  f o r  an o th er  s o u r c e  
o f  w a ter  o th e r  than the B ig  S pring . A f t e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  
by  the A la b a m a  and U. S. G e o l o g i c a l  S u rvey , it w as  
d e te r m in e d  that the D a lla s  W e l l  and L in c o ln  W e ll ,  
l o c a t e d  about a m i le  n o r th e a s t  o f  the B i g  S p r i n g ,  
a c tu a l ly  w e r e  tapp ing  the s a m e  u n d e r g ro u n d  s o u r c e ,  
w h ich  fed  the B ig  S pring . The  tw o w e l ls  w e r e  a c q u ir e d  
in 1955, and pu m p in g  f r o m  the B ig  S prin g  w as d i s c o n 
t inued  in 1957.

An in te r e s t in g  e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t  o f  the c i t y ' s  o p 
e r a t io n  o f  the w a ter  s y s t e m  is  the fa c t  that f o r  s o m e  
th ir ty  y e a r s  p r i o r  to 1950, the r e v e n u e s  f r o m  the sa le  
o f  w a te r  w as  the b ig g e s t  s in g le  s o u r c e  o f  in c o m e  f o r  
the c i t y ' s  g e n e r a l  fund.

In 1954, as the c i t y  w as  fa c e d  w ith  the n eed  f o r  
t r e m e n d o u s  m o d e r n iz a t i o n  and e x p a n s io n  o f  the w a te r  
s y s t e m ,  it w as  d e c id e d  to  p la c e  the o p e r a t io n  u n der  a 
n ew ly  c r e a t e d  W ater  W o r k s  U tility  B o a r d ,  thus ending 
n in t y - s i x  y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t io n  o f  the w a te r  s y s t e m  by 
the c i t y  c o u n c i l .  M e m b e r s  o f  H u n tsv i l le  W ater  W o r k s  
U tility  B o a r d  w e r e  ap p o in ted  by the c i t y  c o u n c i l .  It 
w as at th is  t im e  that the W a ter  D e p a r tm e n t  and the 
n e w ly  f o r m e d  N a tu ra l  G as D e p a r tm e n t  w e r e  p la c e d  
u n der  the d i r e c t i o n  o f  the G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  the 
E l e c t r i c  D e p a r tm e n t  and the to ta l  o p e r a t io n  b e c a m e  
know n as H u n tsv i l le  U t i l i t ie s .

By the e a r ly  1 9 6 0 's ,  b e c a u s e  o f  H u n  t s v  i 11 e ' s 
e n o r m o u s  g r o w t h ,  it b e c a m e  a p p a re n t  that s o u r c e s  
o th e r  than w e l ls  m u s t  be u s e d  t o  m e e t  the c i t y 's  
w a te r  n e e d s .  In 1964, a w a te r  p u r i f i c a t i o n  p lant w as 
c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  the T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r .  T he  plant w h ich
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w a s  e n la r g e d  in l9 6 7 ,  can  p u r i fy  and pu m p into the c ity  
w a te r  s y s t e m  18, 000, 000 g a l lo n s  d a ily .  By 1973, on  
the 150th a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  the e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  this 
h i s t o r i c  o ld  w a te r  s y s te m ,  it had b e c o m e  one o f  the 
c o u n t r y 's  f in e s t ,  w ith  65 2 m i l e s  o f  m a in s  and a s t o r a g e  
c a p a c i t y  o f  32, 000, 000 g a l lo n s .
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