
THE
HUNTSVILLE
HISTORICAL

REVIEW
V o l .  4 JANUARY 1974 n

P U B L IS H E D  B Y  
T H E  H U N T S V I L L E  H I S T O R IC A L  S O C I E T Y



O F F I C E R S

OF

THE H U N T SV IL L E  HISTORIC AL SO C IE T Y  

1973-74

P res iden t 
James R ecord

V ic e -P re s id e n t  
M r s .  Roy Blair

Corresponding S ecretary  
M r s .  Wayne Smith

R ecord in g  S ecreta ry  
M r s .  C .  H. R u sse l l

T re a su re r
M iss  Kathleen Johnston

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
DIRECTORS

M iss  Sophye Low e Young Harvie Jones
E zell  T e r ry  M rs .  Thom as R osborough
M r s .  Richard G illiam  ' E lbert L .  Watson

PAST PRESIDENTS

M iss  A lice  Thomas D r .  F ran ces  R oberts
R obert Smith M r s .  Sarah Fisk
Joe Fait , J r .  D r . W il liam  M cK issack

PUBLICATIONS

Editor 
E lbert L .  Watson

BOARD OF EDITORIAL ADVISORS

M r s .  Sarah F isk , Chairman 
D r. W illiam  M cK issack  C leo  Cason
E zell  T e r ry  Philip  Mason



THE HUNTSVILLE HISTORICAL REVIEW

V o l u m e  4 January ,  1974 N u m b e r  1

E d i tor  
E lb e r t  L .  W atson

P U B L IS H E D  B Y  
THE H U N T S V IL L E  H IST O R IC A L  S O C IE T Y{

C O N T E N T S

A T T I T U D E S  IN NOR TH A L A B A M A  TO THE C O N F E D E R A C Y  
A n g e la  F e r g u s o n ........................................................................................ 3

F R O M  C O T T O N  TO MISSILES: MADISON CO U N TY  G O V 
E R N M E N T A L  CHANGES.
J a m e s  R e c o r d .............................................................................................. 13

S E Q U O Y A H  O F  THE T E N N E SSE E  V A L L E Y
H en r y  M a r k s .............................................................................................. ,.26

H u n tsv i l l e ,  A l a b a m a



C O N T R IB U T O R S

A N G E L A  FE R G U SO N ,  Student at the U n iv e r s i t y  of A la b a m a  
in H untsv i l le .

JA M E S R E C O R D ,  C h a i r m a n ,  M a d iso n  County 
C o m m i s  s ioner

H E N R Y  M A R K S,  E ducat iona l  Consultant ,  H u n tsv i l l e ,  and 
In s t r u c to r  o f H i s t o r y ,  N orth ea s t  A la b a m a  Junior C o l lege ' ,  
R a i n s v i l l e ,  A la b a m a .



A T T I T U D E S  IN NORTH ALABAMA 

TO THE CONF EDE R ACY

B y  A n g e la  F e r g u s o n

The C iv i l  W a r  w i tn e sse d  the v i r tu a l  c o n s u m p t io n  of 
N orth  A l a b a m a ' s  Southern  m e n  by the C on federate  c a u se  
and war  m a c h in e .  T h o s e  p e r s o n s  who stayed  at h om e  
w e r e  usu a l ly  w o m e n  and b lac k  s l a v e s ,  o r ,  among the 
white m a l e s ,  Union s y m p a t h i z e r s  and l e a d e r s .  Within  
this Southern  c iv i l ia n  populat ion  dur ing  the war  there  
ex is ted  d iv i s i o n s  in sent im en t ,  m a n i f e s t e d  in d i v e r s e  
w a y s ,  t ow ard  the C o n f e d e r a c y .

W alter  L y n w o o d  F l e m i n g , author of  C i v i l  W ar  and R e 
co n s t r u c t i o n  in A l a b a m a , a s s e t s  that in an a cco u n t  of l i fe  
on the plantat ions and f a r m s  in the South during the war 
the white m e n  m a y  a l m o s t  be le ft  o u t . !  Whi le  their sons 
and husbands fought  in the a r m y ,  the Southern  w om en  fe l l  
he ir  to  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  m anag ing  the f a m i ly  a f fa i r s  
on the plantat ions  or s m a l l  d i r t  f a r m s  . P lantat ion  w om en  
had the added r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the b lack  s la v e s  who w e r e  
in turn c h a r g e d  by  their  m a s t e r s  with the ob l igat ion  of 
p ro te c t in g  and obey ing  the ir  m i s t r e s s e s .

The w o m e n  const i tuted  the l a r g e s t  p r o - C o n f e d e r a t e  
e l e m e n t  in N orth  A l a b a m a .  B e f o r e t h e  war ac tua l ly  b ro k e  
out,  the w o m e n  sew ed  b an n ers  and c o c k a d e s  f o r  s e c e s 
s io n is t s  to  w e a r .  O n c e  war b egan ,  the w o m e n  d i sp la y ed  
the ir  a p p r o v a l  of the c a u s e  by support ing  the s o l d i e r s  in 
as m any  ways as they c o u ld .  In add it ion ,  through  ac ts  of 
C o n f e d e r a t e  p a t r i o t i s m  during  the o c c u p a t io n  of N orth  
A l a b a m a ,  the w o m e n  r e v e a le d  a s trong  sen t im en t  to  the 
Southern  c a u s e .
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A s i d e  f r o m  the duties in managing the b u s in e ss  a f 
fa ir  s of  the ir  fa m i l i e s  , the w om en  took  on the task  of pr o -  
vid ing as m u ch  c lo th ing ,  blankets and ed ib les  to  the s o l 
d i e r s  as was p o s s i b l e .  They  f o r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  into 
s o c i e t i e s  to  sew  m a t e r ia l s  f o r  the a r m y ' s  u s e .  "Spinning,  
weav ing ,  sewing and knitting m i l i t a r y  a p p are l  of  e v e r y  
d e s c r i p t i o n "  o ccu p ied  m u ch  of  the A l a b a m a  w o m a n 's  
s p a r e  t i m e .   ̂ Not only did the w om en  p r o v id e  c lothing 
fo r  the a r m y ,  but they a l s o  m ade  f lags  and standards  to  
lead the m e n  into batt le ,  p r e c i o u s  s c r a p s  of  m a t e r i a l  
w e r e  donated to  the making of a f lag .  One wom an  even 
donated her  wedding d r e s s .  3

One f o r m  of support  lav ished  f r e e ly  on the s o l d i e r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  o f f i c e r s ,  was .the ad m ira t ion  of  the w o m e n .  
B o r d e r i n g  on " h e r o "  w o r s h ip ,  the w om en  grea t ly  a d m ir e d  
C on fed erate  lea der  s . Tota l ly  ded ica ted  to the C o n fed er a te  
c a u s e ,  M r s .  W i l l i a m  D. Chadick ,  of H untsv i l le ,  r e 
m a in e d  in the ci ty throughout F e d e r a l  o ccu pat ion .  She 
r e p o r t e d  in her d ia ry  that,  during Yankee  o c c u p at ion  in 
1862, w o u n d e d  and i m p r i s i o n e d  C o n fe d e ra te  s o ld i e r s  
shipped to  Huntsvi l le  , " . . .  r e c e i v e d  great  attention f r o m  
the lad ies  . . .  " This  cau sed  d iscontent  am ong  the i g n o re d  
Union o f f i c e r s  who thought m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  should open 
the Huntsvi l le  s oc ia l  c i r c l e  to  th em .  4 In a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
of l ove  and devot ion ,  a R e b e l  C a p ta in , F ra n k  G u r l e y ,  was 
c r o w n e d  with a la u re l  wreath on the square  of H untsv i l l e ,  
August  31, 1862, by the c i t i z e n s ,  p red om in an t ly  w o m e n . 5 
G u r l e y ,  known as a guer i l la  f ighter by the Union ,  was 
c o n s i d e r e d  a type of  folk  h e r o  by m any  Huntsvi l le  w o m e n .

G e n e r a l l y ,  the s e n t i m e n t  of  A la b a m a  w o m e n t o  
" N o r t h e r n e r s "  was one of intense hatred .  H o w e v e r ,  a 
few  Union s o ld i e r s  w e re  able to  es tab l ish  s o m e  r a p p o r t  
with the w o m e n .  M r s .  Chadick  r e p o r t e d b e c o m i n g  a 
w a r m  fr iend  with a Yankee  s o ld i e r ;  she even  admitted  
feeding  h im .  ^

C on fe d e ra te  w o m e n  re m a in e d  faithful  not only  to  the 
a r m y  and its l e a d e r s  but to p ro m in e n t  l e a d e r s '  w ives  as
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Clem ent  C la iborne  Clay  of Huntsvil le  served  in both 
the United States and Confederates  States Senates.
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w e l l .  D u r i n g  the 1862 o ccupat ion  of Huntsv i l le ,  when 
Union G e n e r a l  O m s b y  McKnight  M i t ch e l l  was in c o m 
m and ,  he m o v e d  his fa m i ly  into the c i ty ,  c o n f i s c a t in g  f o r  
t h e m  what they d e s i r e d .  One of his daughters  c a m e  into 
p o s s e s s i o n  of a m a r e  and r id ing habit owned by M r s .  
V i r g in ia  C la y ,  the wife of the prom inent  f o r m e r  C o n 
g r e s s m a n ,  C le m e n t  C .  C la y ,  J r .  Whi le  r id ing the m a r e ,  
M is s  M i t c h e l l  was v e r b a l l y  a s s a i l e d  by A l i c e  S p en ce ,  
dem anding  that she "G i t  off Ginie C la y ' s  m a r e !  G i t - o f f -  
G inie  C l a y ' s  m a - a r e l "  F o r  her o u t b u r s t  of l oya l ty  to 
M r s .  C la y ,  A l i c e ' s  b ro ther  was a r r e s t e d  to in su re  her 
good  con du ct  th e r e a f t e r .  7

At  least  two young Huntsvil l ians w e re  not a f ra id  to  
adm it  to  G e n e r a l  M it ch e l l  that they  w e r e  R e b e l s .  M is s  
L a l l i e  Matthews and M is s  R ow e  W e b s te r  attached C o n 
f e d e r a t e  f lags  to their g r a c e  hoops and toyed with t h e m a s  
Y an kee  s o l d i e r  s p a s s e d  by.  The young w o m e n  w e r e  
a r r e s t e d  and taken to M it ch e l l  f o r  an in te rv ie w .  When  
asked  i f they w ere  R e b e l s ,  M is s  Matthews r e p l i e d  " o v e r  
and a bove  b o a r d . "8

T h e r e  w e r e  other ins tan ces  of  blatant d e f ia n c e s  by 
w o m e n  of Union d e m a n d s .  M r s .  Chadick  noted c o n v e r 
sat ions  in which  she re fu sed  to  give  up suppl ies  or open 
her  h om e  to  the o ccupat ion  f o r c e s .  M r s .  Sept im u s  D. 
C a b an iss  a s s e r t e d her se l f  by keeping her  f r ont  gate 
l o c k e d .  Though the fen ce  had been burned by Y an kees  
and the yard  was u sed  as a ca m p  g r o u n d ,  the fa m i ly  
" .  . .w a s  r e q u i re d  to  use  the key to  open and c l o s e  the 
gate as they went to  and f r o m  the house .  "9

N orth  A la b a m a  w o m e n  held not only Y an k ees  in c o n 
t e m p t ,  but a l s o  the few  white m e n  who had not gone  to  
w a r .  B e f o r e  hos t i l i t i e s  b ro k e  out, the w om en  had been 
ins trum enta l  in encou rag in g  s o n s ,  husbands and s w e e t 
hearts  to  f i l l  the a r m y  ranks .  T h o se  who did not c o m p l y  
fa ced  s o c i a l  o s t r a c i z a t i o n .  10 A fte r  the war  began,  M r s .  
Chadick  c o m m e n t e d  on so m e  a r m y  ho ldouts:  " I t  m ust  be 
so  humil iating  to  the m e n - - r e c k o n  s o m e  of th em  wish
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they  had gone to the war and saved  their  r e p u t a t i o n s . "
Slave owner s in North  A la b a m a  who c o m p l i e d  with the 

f e m a l e s '  dem ands  to j o in  the a r m y ,  and th ose  who j o in ed  
of the ir  own v o l i t i o n ,  often lef t  their  f a m i l i e s ,  plantat ions 

and f a r m s  l a r g e l y  to  the c a r e  of  the ir  b l a c k s .  The s lav es  
g e n e r a l l y  p r o v e d  faithful  to the t ru s t  p la ce d  in th e m ,  
though s o m e  r e a l i z e d  f r e e d o m  would be a r e s u l t  of aU n ion  
v i c t o r y .  F l e m in g  fe l t  that t h e  b la c k s  w e r e  f a i t h f u lb e -  
c a u s e t h e y  w e r e  t ra ined  to  be ob ed ient .  I n s u r r e c t i o n  was 
a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  a m on g  the s la v e s  b e c a u s e  they lacked  
organ iza t ion  and l e a d e r s h i p .  R e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  e n c o u r 
aged  by his white m a s t e r  and his m i n i s t e r s  of  both r a c e s , 
c o m p e l l e d  the s lave  to  do his duty . l^  An h is to r ia n  who 
was b orn  a s lave  but r a i s e d  a f r e e  m a n ,  13 John W .  B e v 
e r l y ,  con c lu d ed  that in r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y  th e r e  is . . n o  
c a s e  w here  any (b la c k  man) p r o v e d  fa l s e  to  the t ru s t .  "14 

L e g e n d s  e x i s t  in the South about s la v e s  who r i s k e d  
the ir  own l iv es  to  p r o t e c t  m e m b e r s  of the white fa m i ly  
f r o m  the Union s o l d i e r s .  M r s .  B e s s i e  King R u s s e l l ,  a 
lon g  t im e  Huntsvi l le  r e s id e n t ,  r e la t e s  a f a m i ly  tale of her  
g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  s l a v e .  "Aunt  T e s h " ,  s o  the s t o r y  g o e s ,  
was  talking to  a Yankee  s o l d i e r ,  te l l ing  how she w ished  
his  a r m y  would h u r r y  and f r e e  the s l a v e s .  The  so ld ie r  
and s e v e r a l  o thers  w e r e  s e a r c h in g  the p r e m i s e  of M r s .  
Rus  s e l l ' s  g ra n d m o th e r  ' s h o m e  for a C o n f e d e r a t e  so ld ie r  
b e l ie v e d  to be hiding t h e r e .  The  m i s t r e s s ,  o v e r h e a r in g  
T e s h ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  was  u p se t  b e c a u s e  she thought the 
s lav e  was happy o v e r  the p r o s p e c t s  of  be ing  set  f r e e .  
A f t e r  the s o l d i e r s  le ft ,  the m i s t r e s s  a sked  T e s h  what 
she  had m ea n t .  T e s h  r e p l i e d ,  " W  e l l , I had t o , " a n d , 
l i f t ing her  sk ir t s  she r e v e a l e d  the f e e t  of the young R e 
be l  s o ld i e r  p ro tr u d in g  out f r o m  under  the p o r c h .  T e s h  
had set  h e r s e l f  up as a d e c o y  to  p r o t e c t  a m e m b e r  of the 
white f a m i ly  which  owned h e r . l ^

B la c k  m a le  s l a v e s  s o m e t i m e s  a c c o m p a n i e d  their  
m a s t e r s  to  the battle ground as body  s e r v a n t s .  R e p o r t s  
e x i s t  that each  serv a n t  c o u r a g e o u s l y  s tood  by  his m a s 
t e r ,  s e a r c h in g  for  h im  after  e n c o u n te r s  with the e n e m y ,
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n u rs in g  his w ounds ,  bury ing h im  if he was dead ,  i f  p o s s 
ib le  c a r r y i n g  his body h om e for bur ia l  and even  f i r ing  
into the n o r th e r n  l ines  when a gun was a v a i l a b l e . ^

Y an kee  f o r c e s  i m p r e s s e d  b lack  labor  to build f o r t i 
f i c a t i o n s .  In H untsv i l le ,  s lav es  w e r e  gathered  and sent 
to  N a s h v i l l e .  T h o se  who w ere  m ade  to  w ork  in H u n ts 
v i l l e  w e r e  dr i l l e d  e v e r y d a y  b e f o r e  beginning the ir  w o rk .  
S o m e  of  the b lacks  w e r e  w i l l in g to  w ork  fo r  the Y a n k e e s ,  
whi le  o thers  would run and h i d e . ^

During  the f i r s t  o ccupat ion  of Huntsvil le  in 1862 by 
the Union A r m y ,  M r s .  Chadick  re p o r te d  in her  d ia r y  that 
servants  w e r e  giving in form at ion  to  N orth ern  o f f i c e r  s on 
a l l  c o n c e a l e d  a r m s  and s o l d i e r s .  F r o m  t im e  to  t i m e ,  
she m ent ioned  s laves  that had run away to  jo in  the other 
s id e .  One in p a r t i c u la r ,  C or inn a ,  left  t h e C h a d i c k  h o m e ,  
r e tu r n e d ,  and left  again .  By  M ay  12, 1864, on ly  Uncle  
T o m ,  an aged s lav e ,  re m a in e d  with the C h a d i c k s .  T e c h 
n i c a l l y ,  T o m  only r e s id e d  with her  b e ca u se  he had been 
i m p r e s s e d  to  build the Huntsvi l le  f o r t r e s s . ^

B la c k  s laves  w e r e  n o t a l l o w e d  to en l is t ,  though m a ny  
w e r e  wi l l ing  to  s e r v e  in the C on federa te  A r m y .  F r e e  
Southern  b l a c k s ,  h o w e v e r  , w e r e  " . . .  n e a r ly  a l l .  . .  e n 
gaged in s o m e  way in the C on federate  s e r v i c e . . . "  as 
c o o k s ,  t e a m s t e r s  or a r t i s a n s .  They  paid their  taxes  and 
m a d e  contr ibut ions  to the c a u s e .  Although it is  e s t im ate d  
that there  w ere  three  re g im e n ts  of b lacks  who j o in ed  the 
Union A r m y  in North  A la b a m a ,  20 m o s t  r e m a in e d  faithful 
to  the e s tab l i sh ed  s y s t e m  of s lave  and m a s te r  unt il  the 
f ina l  defeat  of the South.

N orth  A la b a m a ,  it should be noted ,  was not a sol id  
C o n fe d e r a te  b l o c .  F r o m  the beginning of the w a r ,  there  
w e r e  outposts  of  Union sym path izer  s and T o r i e s  , p e r  sons 
h o s t i l e  to  the C o n f e d e r a c y .  In s o m e  a r e a s ,  in fa c t ,  
Union ists vas t ly  outnumbered  S e c e s s i o n i s t s .  One e s t i 
mate  c la im s  Union ists  outnumbered  C o n fe d e r a te s  th ree  
to  one in M o r g a n ,  Blount ,  W i n s t o n ,  M a r i o n ,  W a lk e r ,  
Fayette  and J e f f e r s o n  co u n t ie s .  Winston County was r e -
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f e r r e d  to as the " F r e e  State of W inston"  due to  its p r e 
ponderance  of  U n io n i s t s .

A labam ians  who w ere  f a v o r a b l e  to the F e d e r a l s  
wanted a sm a l l  f o r c e  of Yankees  to  which they could  attach 
t h e m s e lv e s  for  p ro te c t io n  and a s s i s t  in suppress ing  the 
r e b e l l i o n . 22 C o lo n e l  A b e l  D.  Stre ight  in J u l y ,  1862,' 
asked p e r m i s s i o n  to organ ize  the wil l ing Unionists into 
r e g i m e n t s  to  f ight the R e b e l s .  He argued  that they 
n eeded ,  and d e s e r v e d ,  to be able  to p r o te c t  th em se lv es  
as a rew ard  for  their  loya lty  desp ite  a one year  lapse  of 
c o m m u n ic a t io n .  C o n c e rn in g  North  A la b a m a  Unionists , 
Streight  r e m a r k e d  that he had n ever  " ,  . .w i tn e s s e d  such 
an outpouring of devoted  and d e term in ed  p a t r i o t i s m .  . . "23

Unionists b e c a m e  quite act ive  and outspoken when 
Huntsvil le  was p laced  under F e d e r a l  o ccupat ion .  P r o 
minent  sy m p a th izers  suppl ied n a m es  of loya l  C o n f e d 
era tes  to G en era l  M it ch e l l  so  he could  send the R eb e ls  
to Northern  p r i s o n s .  T w o  of these  p rom in en t  Unionists 
w ere  G enera l  J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s  and Judge G e o r g e  W .  
L a n e ,  both of M a d ison  County .  2^ J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s ,  a 
f o r m e r  United States Senator f r o m  Huntsv i l le ,  began the 
war on the S e c e s s i o n i s t  s id e ,  desp i te  the fact  that he 
fa vored  co o p e r a t io n  as a de legate  to  the S e c e s s i o n i s t  
Convention  in I860.  He b r i e f l y  held the rank of M a j o r -  
G enera l  of the A la ba m a  m i l i t ia .  But in 1862, C lem en s  
changed  his mind and c r o s s e d  behind F e d e r a l  l ines ,  r e 
siding in Nashvi l le  and P h i lade lph ia .  B e f o r e  the war was 
o v e r ,  C l e m e n s ,  a l i fe long D e m o c r a t  was a c t ive ly  s u p 
port ing  L i n c o l n ' s  r e e l e c t i o n .  25 Lane  was p rob a b ly  the 
A la bam ian  m o s t  loya l  to the Union.  He n ev er  r e c o g n iz e d  
the p o l i t i ca l  ex i s te n ce  of the C o n fe d e ra te  States of  A m e r 
i c a .  Appointed  as a F e d e r a l  judge  b y P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln ,  
Lane  f l ew  the A m e r i c a n  f lag in Huntsvil le  until  his death , 
in 1 864 .26

In the cou n trys ide  , T o r i e s  and C on fed era te  A r m y  d e 
s e r t e r s  e x p r e s s e d  their sent iment  in v io lent  t e r m s  of 
p lunder ,  m u r d e r  and theft.  S e v e r a l  p eop le  w e r e  m u r -
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d e r e d i n  co ld  blood  and at least  one was burned to  death.
Bands of Unionists dubbed th em se lves  with such tit les as
"D e s t r o y in g  A n g e l s "  and "P r o w l in g  B r i g a d e s " .  A t f i r s t ,
the ir  v i o l e n c e  was a imed at Confederate  sy m p a th iz e rs .
H o w e v e r ,  as the war dragged  on, they roa m ed  in d is -? 7c r im in a te ly  over  North A labam a.

Strangely ,  the Confederate  government  and the A l a 
bam a state governm ent  neglected  to act d e c i s i v e ly  in 
m ov ing  against  the violent  Unionist m in o r i t i e s .  This 
la ck  of act ion ,  com bined  with a con f l ic t  between the two 
g o v e r n m e n ts ,  weakened both and encouraged  open d e 
f iance  on the part  of the d isa ffected  toward the loya l  c i t 
izens . 28

A fte r  the C onfederate  m i l i ta ry  r e v e r s e s  of 1863 at 
Gettysburg  and V ick s b u rg ,  the elusive  dr earn of Southern 
independence  lost  sorhe of its initial  g lam ou r .  It was i n 
c r e a s in g ly  c l e a r  that the war would not be a short ,  r o 
mantic  triumph of the South over  the Northern  invader .  
A la ba m a  wom en  finally settled into the rea l  world  of a war 
which took its to l l  on their menfo lk .  Their r esp on s ib i l i ty  
re m a in e d  in m a i n t a i n i n g  fa rm s  and plantations and 
sending supply packages to the needy C onfederate A r m y .  
The f r e e d  or runaway b lacks  eventually tended to fo l low  
the F e d e r a l  so ld ie rs  who they c on s id er ed  to be their l i b 
e ra to r  s .

The f o r m a t ion  of s e c r e t  s o c ie t ie s  which w e re  d e d i 
cated to  p e a ce  was one sign of " fo r m id a b le  d iscontent .  "29 
A s  an t i -w ar  sent iment g r e w ,  the people  b e ca m e  i n c r e a s 
ingly anxious  to  a ccep t  peace  on the t e rm s  o f f ered  them  
by the Union.  It is quite p oss ib le  that had the war c o n 
tinued through the August ,  1865 e le c t ion s ,  a state a d m in 
is trat ion  would have been e lected  on a p la t fo rm  against  
further support to  the C o n fe d e ra cy .  This w a s  p a r t i 
c u la r ly  true inN orth  A la bam a ,  plagued as the sect ion  was 
the Unionists m a r a u d e r s ,  and F e d e r a l  m i l i tary  pow er .  
One m a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be hard p r e s s e d  to find adef inable  
attitude in North A la ba m a  toward the C o n f e d e r a c y , as her 
p o l i t i ca l  fo rtunes  ebbed and f lowed into h is tory .
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FROM COTTON; TO M I S S  I L E S :  

MAD I SON  COUNTY 

GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES

By J am es  R e c o r d

P r i o r  to the c r e a t io n  of M adison  County in 1808, King 
Cotton a l rea d y  p layed an influential  r o l e  in the deve lopm ent  
of  the Southern States .  The King was dest ined to a ffec t  the 
growth  of the county  and its g overn m en ta l  p r o c e s s e s  . In 1811, 
The National I n t e l l i g e n c e r , in Washington ,  D.  C.  , gave the 
county national attention by c a r r y in g  an a r t i c l e  stating that 
M a d ison  County had doubled the cotton  product ion  of any 
county  its s ize  in the United States.  At  that t im e  there w e r e  
4 8 ,4 6 3  a c r e s  of land under pr ivate  o w n  e r s h i p with 696 
fa m i l ie s  holding t i t le .  T w entyn in e  per  cent  of these  fa m i l ie s  
a l s o  owned s la v e s .  This was in the yea r  that Huntsvil le  be - 
c a m e  the f i r s t  in c o r p o r a te d  ci ty  in what was  to b e c o m e  A l a 
b a m a ,  only seven  y e a r s  fo l low ing  se t t lem ent  of the county .  
Cot ton,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was grow n  long b e f o r e  the f i r s t  publ ic  
o f f i c ia l  was appointed or the county o f f i c ia l ly  c r e a te d .  The 
King had c o m e  a long way f r o m  the f i r s t  s u c c e s  sful  cu l t iv a t 
ion in Pakistan  6 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  s o m e  4 ,0 0 0  y e a rs  b e f o r e  
the f i r s t  county g o v e rn m e n t  was f o r m e d .

Natives  of the N ew W or ld  a l re a d y  knew about cotton and 
its b en e f i c ia l  e f f e c t  to  their m o d e  of l iv ing .  E x p l o r e r s  in the 
1600's r e p o r te d  that the Indians w ere  a i re a d y  growing  cotton 
and making  cotton  c l o t h i n g .  On a l o c a l  b a s i s ,  C h e r o k e e  
Indians ce r ta in ly  r e c o g n i z e d  the im p o r ta n c e  of  cotton  when 
they c e d e d  their  lands to  the United States in 1806. A s  a part  
of the ir  p r i c e ,  they re q u i re d  the g ov ern m en t  to give th em
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"a  m a c  h i n  e that c leans  c o t t o n . "  This was 3 y e a r s  after 
E l i  Whitney  invented the cotton  gin,  and three  y e a r s  after 
A b r a m  M o r d e c i a h  estab l ished  the f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  gin o p e r 
ation in A la b a m a  near  C o o sa d a  Bluf fs .  In 1810, twenty two 
cot ton f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  operat ing within the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i 
t o r y ,  ju st  twelve  y e a r s  a fter creat ion  of the t e r r i t o r y  and 
appointment  of its f i r s t  o f f i c i a l s .  An 1814 r e p o r t  showed 
eighteen cotton  gins operating  in M adison  County ,  only f ive  
y e a r s  a fter the f i r s t  h om em a d e  gin began prod u ct ion  in the 
county .  Today  there  a re  twenty g ins .

L e g i s la t i o n  con c e rn in g  cot ton was adopted in the M i s s i 
ss ipp i  T e r r i t o r y  short ly  after laws p a sse d  setting up public  
o f f i c e s .  A  law p a ssed  on O ctob er  5, 1799, re la ted  to  the in 
spec t ion  of g ins ,  cotton  p re s  ses  and cotton  entered  for  t r a n s 
porta t ion  f r o m  the t e r r i t o r y .

A t  the t im e  M adison  County was c r ea ted  on D e c e m b e r  13,
1808, laws w e r e  a l rea d y  on the books establ ish ing  the county 
o f f i c e s  of  Constab le ;  Sher i f f ;  C o r o n e r ;  Just ice  of t h e P e a c e ;  
T r e a s u r e r ;  Mili t ia ;  N otary  P u b l i c ;  Tax  A s s e s s o r  and C o l 
l e c t o r ;  Ja i lo r  and C ourt  C le r k s  . A  few days la ter  the T e r  r i -  
t o r ia l  G o v e r n o r  a ppo inted ' the f i r s t  o f f ic ia l s  for  the county .
Stephen Neal  was Sher i f f ,  and T hom as  F r e e m a n ,  J u s t i c e  of 
the P e a c e .  Further  appointments fo l l ow ed ,  but not as r a p 
idly  as the G o v e r n o r  w ished .  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  shows he d e 
pended on a dv ice  of f r ien d s .  Appointments  in 1809 included 
W i l l i a m  W inston ,  County Court  C lerk ;  P e t e r  P e r k i n s ,  C i r 
cuit  ( S u p e r i o r ) Court  C le rk ;  N icho las  P e r k in s  as Lieutenant  
C o l o n e l  Com m andant  of the Mil i t ia ;  and the C ounty G overn in g  
B od y  known as Ju s t ic es  of the P e a c e  and Q u o ru m ,  con s is t in g  
of W i l l i a m  D ick so n ,  Edward W a rd ,  P e te r  P e r k i n s ,  L e R o y  
P o p e  and T hom as  B ibb .

In 1810, appointments included G a b r ie l  M o o r e ,  Tax  A s 
s e s s o r  and C o l l e c t o r ;  John Hunt, Huntsv i l le ' s  f i r s t  s e t t le r ,  
C o r o n e r ;  and David C obb ,  C onstab le .  Bennett W ood  b e c a m e  
T r e a s u r e r .  John B. H a y n e s  r e c e iv e d  an appointment  as 
J a i l o r ,  s erv ing  until 1814. B y  1811, then,  al l o f f i c e s  p rov id ed  
for  by the Sergeants  Code  of 1799 had been f i l led  in Madison
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County,  with one p o s s ib le  except ion .  It is known that P e t e r  
P e r k in s  was appointed as a N otary  P u b l i c  in 1813, but no r e 
c o r d  fo r  a N otary  appointment p r i o r  to th a t t im e  is known for  
s u r e .

In the i n t e r i m p e r i o d ,  leg is la t ion  p a s s e d  in 1809 pr oviding 
f o r  an A t to rn ey  G en era l  and Super ior  C ou r t  Judge fo r  Madison  
County .  L ou is  Winston  was appointed A t to rn e y  G enera l  in
1809, and Obadiah Jones  b e c a m e  Judge in 1810. L e g i s la t i o n  
in 1812 prov id ed  fo r  a County R a n g e r ,  W i l l i a m  W .  P a r h a m .  
The o f f ice  of R anger  ( s o m e t i m e s  r e f e r r e d  to as S tra ym aster )  
was abol ished in 1819, and the County C ou r t  C le r k  a ssu m ed  
the funct ions .  A l s o  re c e iv in g  appointments  by virtue  of 1805 
leg is la t ion  w e re  John Mart in ,  Road  A p p o r t i o n e r ,  and David 
C ob b  and J o e l  R i c e ,  as O v e r s e e r s  of the P o o r .  M ad ison  
County a cqu ired  its f i r s t  p o o r h o u s e  in 1829 and appointed 
John P o w e r  as super intendent.  D o c t o r s  T h o m a s  F e a r n  and 
A lexan der  E r sk in e  w e r e  appointed as phys ic ians  for the f a c i 
l i ty .  A  p o o rh o u se  was continued h ere  until 1935, when its 
functions  w e re  a s s u m e d  by the W e l fa r e  Departm ent .  A  b i l l  
in 1811 set up the Sher i f f  and County C ou rt  C le r k  as a J ury  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  but this s y s t e m  changed o ver  the y e a r s ,  d e 
signating d i f fe rent  o f f i c i a l s ,  until  1909, when the presen t  day 
Jury  C o m m i s s i o n  was e s ta b l i sh ed ,  c o m p r i s e d  of A .  J .  E s -  
s l in g e r ,  C h a r l e s  L .  T on ey  and G e o r g e  C .  Blanton.  The 
o f f i c e  of County Surveyor  was a l s o  e s ta b l i sh ed  in 1811 with 
H u g h M c V a y  appointed.  This o f f ice  was d iscont inued  in l9 3 5 .  
T w o  new o f f i c e s  w e r e  c r e a te d  in 1816, when John Mart in  b e 
c a m e  K e e p e r  of Weights and M e a s u r e s ,  and T hom as  Aust in  
was appointed In spec to r  of F lo u r -a t  D i t to 's  Landing .  Both 
offices w e r e  a l s o  later d iscont inued .

F o r m a t i o n  of  the infant State of  A la b a m a  in 1819, s u r 
p r i s in g ly ,  found re la t iv e ly  few  changes m ade  in the county 
g o v e r n m e n t  during the f i r s t  year  of statehood.  The S u p er io r  
C o u r t  Judge and C le r k  b e c a m e  the C i r c u i t  C ou r t  Judge and 
C l e r k ,  with C lem en t  C o m e r  C la y  a n d L e m u e l  Mead assum ing  
those  o f f i c e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e ly .  A  S o l i c i t o r  r e p la c e d  the D i s 
t r i c t  A t to rn e y ,  Joseph  Fast land  r e c e iv in g  the new t i t le .  In-
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cidentally,  the So l ic i tor  name was changed to D istr ic t  Attor - 
n e y b y  a Constitutional Am endm ent  of 1965. The County G o v 
erning B ody was renam ed  Just ices  of the C ounty C ourt in 1819 , 
the f i r s t m e m b e r s  being David M o o r e ,  L e R o y  P o p e ,  Char les  
Betts ,  John Wither s and John M. T a y lo r .  Pope  was appointed 
Chie f  of the Orphans Court .  A co m p le te ly  new of f ice  created  
in 1819 was titled C ounty A u c t i o n e e r , with A n d r e w V e i t c h  r e 
ceiving the appointment.  This o ff ice  was discontinued in 
1852. A m a jor  change in 1819 sawthe county rece iv ing  appoint
ment p o w e r s ,  including appointment of the A s s e s s o r  and 
C o l l e c t o r ;  S urveyor ;  T r e a s u r e r  and A u c t io n e e r .  They were  
designated to re c o m m e n d  a C o r o n e r  and Notar ies  Publ ic  to 
the G o v e r n o r .

In the f ield of education,  leg is lat ion  in 1819 designated 
three  schoo l  agents to be s ch oo l  trus tees  , while leg is lat ion  
of 1837 authorized the county to appoint three  Schoo l  C o m 
m i s s i o n e r s .  It was not until 1854, h o w e v e r ,  that Madison  
County got its f i r s t  B oard  of Educat ion,  consist ing  of two 
e lected  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  and the P rob ate  Judge.  The County's  
f i rs t  Board  cons is ted  of Char les  H. Patton,  W i l l iam  Wright ,  
and Probate  Judge Ferdinand H a m m o n d . The f i r s t  Super in 
tendent of Education was W i l l iam  M c V a y ,  e lected  in 1856. 
In 1879, the sy s te m  was changed to p rov ide  that the Super in 
tendent of Education and two tea ch ers  constitute the B o a rd .  
Leg is la t ion  in 1903 provided that the B oard  cons is t  of the 
Superintendent and four T r u s t e e s .  The presen t  f o r m  c o n 
sisting of f ive e lected  m e m b e r s  b as i ca l ly  ca m e  into being 
with legis lat ion  enacted in 1915.

The 1820 law divided the county into road d is tr icts  and the 
l a w ,  in e s s e n c e ,  sti ll  ex is t s .  Although the 1820 County G o v 
erning B ody appointed Appor t ioner  s to "a pport ion "  lands , and 
O v e r s e e r s  to get the work done,  the county today appoints a 
f o r e m a n  for each road d is t r i c t .  The O v e r s e e r  sy s te m  went 
out of ex is tence  in 1936. The ear ly  days found frequent r e f e 
r e n c e  to m a ca d a m  roads , a p r o c e s s  that was invented in E n g 
land in 1816. Seven years  la ter ,  in 1823, the f i r s t  m a ca d a m  
road w a s  laid in Madison County.  They are sti ll  built here  
today,  but are  n o w  ca l led  " c r u s h e d  r o c k "  roa d s .
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Anl821 law brought  the w ord  "County  C o m m i s s i o n e r "  into 
the M a d i s o n  C ounty g o v e r n m  e n t  p i c tu r e .  F ou r  C o m 
m i s s i o n e r s  of Roa ds  and R ev en u e ,  along with a County C ourt  
Judge ,  w e r e  des ignated as the County G overn ing  B o d y ,  with 
the C o m m i s s i o n e r  s having a one year  t e r m ,  changed t o t h r e e  
y e a r s  , by  an 1827 law. The f ir  st C o m m is  s ioner  s w e re  G r o s s  
S c r u g g s ,  J a m e s  Manning,  C har les  Betts and Sam uel  W a l k e r . 
Sam uel  Chapman was C ounty Court  J u d g e . The body la ter  b e 
c a m e  known as the C o m m i s s i o n e r s  Court  in 1850, with the 
P r o b a t e  Judge serv ing  as C ha irm an  until 1919. This  s y s t e m  
was r e p l a c e d  in 1919 by a t h r e e - m e m b e r  B oard  of R e v e n u e .  
L e g i s la t i o n  of 1921 estab l ished  the Madison  County B o a r d  of 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  whose name was ohanged in 1970 to  the M a d 
ison  County C o m m i s s i o n .  In the 1890's the m e m b e r s  of the 
gov ern in g  b o d y , not including the P ro b ate  Judge,  r a n c o u n t y -  

' wide and fo r  s taggered  t e r m s ,  but 1921 leg is la t ion  p ro v id e d  
that they run only in their geograph ic  d i s t r i c t s  for  f o u r - y e a r  
t e r m s ,  e x ce p t  the Cha irm an who was to  run co u n t y - w id e .  
L e g i s la t i o n  in 1969, which went into e f f e c t  in 197Q, again r e 
qu ired  that the C o m m is  s ioner  s run county -w ide  and l ive  w i th 
in a g e o g r a p h ic  d i s t r i c t .

Until 1830, judges  held o f f ice  during good b e h a v io r ,  but 
that y e a r  a const i tut ional  am endm ent  p laced  their t e r m  at six 
y e a r s .  An 1850 am endm ent  made all  judges  e l e c t i v e ,  excep t  
C h a n c e l l o r s ,  which o f f ice  was c r e a te d  in 1839. He appointed 
the cou n ty 's  f i r s t  R e g i s t e r  in C h a n ce r y ,  Septimus D. C a b -  
i n e s s .  The  C h a n ce r y  Court  was abo l ished  in 1917, with the 
C i r c u i t  C ourt as suming the Chance l lor  ' s functions , and a new 
o f f i c e ,  R e g i s t e r  of  the C i r c u i t  Court ,  was e s ta b l i sh ed ,  with 
Fannie  Shepherd C ab iness  the f i r s t  R e g i s t e r .

The yea r  1848 brought  about the f i r s t  attempt  at p r o p e r t y  
tax equal iza t ion ,  a c o n t r o v e r s y  which sti l l  ra g e s  today .  The 
T a x  A s s e s s o r  and County G overn ing  B od y  acted  as a B oard  
of Equalizat ion ,  although leg is la t ion  of 1868 p la ced  the r e 
spons ib i l i ty  on the P r o b a te  Judge,  County C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  
and T r e a s u r e r  , or  any three of them.  The C ounty Govern ing  
B ody  later a ssu m e d  part  of  the function,  act ing as a B o a rd  of
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R e v ie w ,  later aided by a T a x  C o m m i s s i o n e r  and Tax A d 
ju s t e r .  The County 's  f i r s t  Tax C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  Henry  P .  
T u r n e r ,  a ssu m e d  o f f i c e  in 1897. In 1909, a t h r e e - m e m b e r  
B o a rd  of E q u  a 1 i z a t i o n ,  s im i la r  to  the 1970 sy s te m ,  was 
appointed.  The f i r s t  m e m b e r s  of the 1909 B o a rd  w e re  J.  P .  
P o w e l l ,  E . W .  B u r w e l l  and R .  S.  M c C r a r y .

An act during 1848 m ade  the T ax  C o l l e c t o r  e l e c t iv e  fo r  a 
o n e -y e a r  t e r m .  This  changed to  two  y e a r s  in 1851; three  
y e a r s  in 1868; four  y e a r s  in 1903; and s ix  y e a r s  in 1943. The 
o f f i c e  of T ax  A s s e s s o r  was made  e le c t iv e  for  a one year  t e r m  
in 1854; being changed to two y e a r s  in 1860; three  y e a r s  in 
1868; four ye a rs  in 1903; and six  y e a r s  in 1943. The o f f i c e  of 
C ounty T r e a s u r e r  w as m a d e  e le c t iv e  in 1852 and was abo l ished  
in 1917, to be s u c c e e d e d  by a County D e p o s i t o r y ,  the s y s t e m  
sti l l  in use  today.  The f i r  st d e p o s i t o r y  was R .  R is o n  Banking 
C o m p a n y .

A  const itut ional am endm ent  of 1850 c r e a t e d  the o f f i c e  of 
P r o b a te  Judge ,  abo l ish ing  the o f f i c e  of County C ourt  Judge.  
The o f f ice  was changed to a sa la ry  s y s t e m  by another a m e n d 
ment  of 1957. This  set  a trend  for  M a d ison  County o f f i c e s ,  
with the o f f i c e s  of Tax  A s s e s s o r  and T ax  C o l l e c t o r  being  
p laced  on the sa la ry  s y s t e m  in 1965, and those  of Sher i f f ,  
R e g i s t e r ,  and C ir c u i t  Court  C le r k  being  so  p laced  by 1969 
leg is la t ion .  The o f f i c e  of C or oner  had p r e v i o u s ly  been  p laced  
on a sa lary  s y s t e m  in 1951.

R eg i s t ra t i on  of v o te r s  on a c oor d in ated  bas is  was f i r s t  
begun in A la b a m a  during 1868 by the Union A r m y .  L e g i s 
lation that year  p ro v id e d  for  an A s s i s t a n t  R e g i s t r a r  in each  
county,  w i th M a dison  County 's  f i r s t  being D. W .  Burke .  The 
p re s e n t  B o a r d  of  R e g i s t r a r s  s y s t e m  r e p la c e d  the e a r l i e r  
s y s t e m  in 1901. The f i r s t  m e m b e r s  appointed in 1901 w e re  
John M .  Hampton,  J a m e s  M .  M a s s e n g a le  and R o b e r t  D.  
E c k b e r g e r .  L e g i s la t i o n  in 1975 has p e rm it te d  re g i s t r a t i o n  
on a fu l l - t im e  b a s i s .

F o l lo w in g  the C iv i l  W a r ,  v e r y  l itt le con sequ en t ia l  l e g i s 
lation a f fe c t ing  the f o r m a t io n  and de v e lo p m e n t  of M a d ison  
County govern m en t  was p a s s e d  until shor t ly  a fter  the b e -
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ginning of the 19th century  - a per iod  of n e a r ly  f i fty y e a r s .  
The County  had appointed its f i r s t  County Health B o a rd  in 
1859, but it was 1873 b e fo r e  the f i r s t  County Health O f f i c e r ,  
D r .  J. J. D em ent ,  was se le c te d .  The f i r s t  b oard  c o n s i s t e d  
of D o c t o r s  Fletning Jordan ,  J.  J. Dement ,  L e w is  C .  P y n -  
chon ,  A.. R .  E r sk in e ,  A .  R .  B a sse t t ,  Henry  A .  B in fo rd  and 
D. She lby .  The  board  was frequently  adv ised  by the County 's  
f i r s t  County A t to rn ey ,  J am es  R ob inson ,  appointed in 1867.

F o u r  new county o f f i c e s  w ere  c r ea ted  in 1907. J.  M.  
K ir k p a t r i c k  b e c a m e  the Game and F is h  W arden ,  while F rank  
C .  L o v e  was appointed S u perv iso r  of P u b l i c  R o a d s ,  under a 
new law.  The Superintendent of P u bl ic  R oads  was s u c c e e d e d  
by a County Engineer  in 1929, with the o f f ice  b e c o m i n g  f u l l 
t im e  in 1930. A .  J. E a r l  r e c e iv e d  the 1930 appointment .  
A l s o  in 1907, T a n c r e d  Betts b e c a m e  the f i r s t  Judge of the 
L a w  and Equity Court .  The o f f i c e  was abo l ished  in 1916, with 
C i r c u i t  C o u r t  assu m in g  the function.  The county ,  a l s o  in 
1907, got i t s  f i r s t  l iquor store  as sa loons  went out th e w in d o w .  
David D. O verton  was appointed D is p e n s e r .  The State went 
bone d r y  in 1909, and that is the last  t im e  the County G o v 
erning B od y  has been in the l iquor b u s in e ss .

The o f f i c e  of C ourt  Stenographer was es ta b l i shed  during 
1915, with L i l y  Hinds appointed.  The o f f ice  was s u c c e e d e d  
by a C o u r t  R e p o r t e r ,  E .  P .  K i n g s b e r r y ,  in 1919. During 
1911 “ the sa m e  year  A labam ians  got their f i r s t  auto l i c e n s e  - 
the o f f i c e  of  T r e a s u r e r  of Schoo l  Funds was c r e a t e d ,  with 
R o b e r t  M u r p h re e  getting the nod.  The year  1911 was i m p o r t 
ant, t o o ,  inasm u ch  as the In fer ior  Court  was es ta b l i s h e d ,  
r e p la c in g  the Huntsvil le  Just ices  of the P e a c e ,  s ignall ing  the 
beg inning  of the end for  J ust ices  of the P e a c e  in M a d ison  
County.  P r a c t i c a l l y  no  J ust ices  nor C onstab les  have been  
e le c t e d  in the county during th e last  decade  and a const i tut ional  
am endm ent  has now abo l ished  the Just ice  p os i t ion .  T o  head 
the In fer ior  C ou r t ,  A r ch ib a ld  M cD on ne l l  was ch osen  as the 

. f i r s t  Judge .  The off ice  was abo l ished  in 1957 and its function 
a b so r b e d  by a new M adison  County C ourt .  J am e s  W .  Baker  
b e c a m e  Judge of the new C ourt .  The County C ou r t  has now

20



been  supplanted by a G e n e ra l  Ses s ions  C ourt  with two Judges . 
B a c k  in 1912, Madis  on C ounty got its f i r s t  County Agent ,  with 
R .  S.  M  c C r a r y and C la r e n d o n  Dav is  sharing  the h on ors  
j o in t ly .  L o u i s e  T h o m a s  b e c a m e  the f i r s t  H om e  D e m o n 
strat ion Agent  in 1916.

Betw een  1920 and 1940 r e la t iv e ly  f e w  changes  o c c u r r e d  in 
M a d ison  County o f f i c e s ,  although the state go v e rn m e n t  had 
v e r y  s igni f i cant  changes  in the 1930 's .  L e g i s la t i o n  p r o v id e d ,  
f o r  the f i r s t  t i m e ,  u n i f o r m  account ing  p r o c e d u r e s  and b u d 
get ing fo r  county g o v e rn m e n ts  ; a u thor ized  count ies  to  a cq u i re  
water s y s t e m s ,  e s ta b l i s h  P u b l i c  W e l fa r e  B o a r d s ,  and T .  B.  
sa n i to r iu m s .  M ad ison  County e s tab l i sh ed  its P u b l i c  W e l fa r e  
B o a r d  i n l 9 3 5 ,  with m e m b e r s  being  M m e s .  C .  T .  B u t le r ,  
L a w r e n c e  G o ld sm ith ,  A a r o n  F l e m i n g ,  T h o m p s o n  K e l ly ,  Eva 
Q uick ,  H a r r y  W i l l i a m s o n  and P h i l  P e e l e r .  M r s .  K im b a l l  
Jones  s e r v e d  as the f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  of  the depa rtm en t ,  a l 
though, in 1924, M r s .  B e s s  W i l l i a m s  had b een  appointed as a 
Chi ld  W e l fa r e  D i r e c t o r ,  which  o f f i c e  was a bo l i shed  in 1935. 
In 1939, a County B a r b e r  B o a r d ,  c o n s i s t in g  of E a r l  W i l s o n ,  
C l a r e n c e  H. C a r r o l l ,  and W .  C .  F r e e m a n ,  was appointed.  
A l s o  in 1939, a const i tut ional  am e n d m e n t  approved  use  of 
vot ing m a c h i n e s ,  with C h a r l e s  M .  C a s o n  and H. E .  M o n r o e ,  
S r .  , appointed Custod ians  of Vot ing  M a c h in e s .  In 1935, J .  
M .  R ob in son  b e c a m e  the c ou n ty 's  f i r s t  L i c e n s e  I n s p e c t o r ,  
appointed by the s t a t e , but in 1971, the County  G overn in g  B ody  
was given the authority .  In 1939, the county took  over  o p e r 
ation of the F a r m e r s  M a rk et  f r o m  the c i ty ,  with M r s .  L i l l i e  
Maude A le x a n d e r  act ing  c h a i r m a n  of  the m a r k e t  c o m m i t t e e .  
The county found it a d v isab le  to  appoint  a G a so l in e  T ax  I n 
s p e c t o r ,  Howard  C a ld w e l l ,  in 1936. The o f f i c e  was  d i s c o n 
tinued f r o m  1947 to 1949 but was then r e - e s t a b l i s h e d .

During  the 1940 's ,  M a d ison  County  again  had few  new 
o f f i c e s  f o r m e d ,  even though the c o m in g  of the A r s e n a l s  in 
1941 rap id ly  a c c e l e r a t e d  the growth  of the a r e a .  T h r e e  new 
o f f i c e s  w e r e  e s ta b l i sh e d ,  with F ra n k  R i c e  b e c o m in g  County  
V e t e r a n s  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r  in 1945; J.  E .  S p en cer  Bui ld ing  
Super intendent  in 1948; and D r .  C a r l  A .  G r o t e ,  Sr .  ,  and
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A r c h i e  W .  Hil l ,  S r . ,  r e c e i v in g  appointment  as T r u s t e e s  of 
D i s t r i c t  1 T .  B .  S an i to r iu m ,  in 1946. An act  of s ig n i f i c a n c e  
to  the A l a b a m a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s  s o c ia t ion  pas sed  in 1943, autho
r i z in g  c ou n t ie s  t o a p p r o p r ia t e  m o n e y  fo r  h i s t o r i c a l  p u r p o s e s  . 
M a d i s o n  County  appr op r ia te ly  used the a c t t o  beg in  what has 
a m ounted  to the f i r s t  continuing h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r  p r o g r a m  
c o - s p o n s o r e d  by a county  in A la b a m a .

S ign i f i cant  add it ions  to county  g overnm ent ,  a p p e a r e d  in the 
19501 s s h o r t ly  a f ter  the G e r m a n  Sc ient is t  R ocket  T e a m  m o v e d  
to  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y , f r o m  F ort  B l i s  s , T e x a s ,  br ing ing  another 
a s t r o n o m i c a l  growth  to the r e g i o n .  In spite of  this , h o w e v e r  , 
p o v e r t y  st i l l  e x i s t e d  in the county  and a C o m m o d i t y  Surplus  
pr o g r a m  w as begun in 1954,  with appointment  of John Tuck.as  
S u p e r v i s o r ,  to  g ive  f r e e  foodstu f fs  to  the u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  of 
the county .  This  s y s t e m w a s  r e p la c e d  la ter  by a g ood  stamp 
p r o g r a m .  A  1955 a c t ion ,  a l s o  of intense in te re s t  to  h i s t o r 
ia n s ,  was  the e m b a r k m e n t  of M a d ison  County upon a p r o g r a m  
of  m i c r o f i l m i n g  of county r e c o r d s ,  dating back  to  1811, a long 
with an intens ive  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  fo r  a l l  old b o o k s .  E.  
C .  Sandlin was appointed R e c o r d s  Custod ian  to  handle c e n 
t r a l i z e d  m i c r o f i l m i n g  and r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  r e c o r d s .  A t  the 
s a m e  t im e  a l o c a l  R e c o r d s  C o m m i s s i o n  was  o r g a n iz e d  t o  o v e r 
s e e  p r o p e r  handling of r e c o r d s .  The y e a r  a l s o  saw  c r e a t i o n  
of  the M a d i s o n  County P u b l i c  Building  A u th o r i ty ,  with C .  
B u t le r  England,  H. E.  M o n r o e ,  S r .  , and O s c a r  M a s o n  being  
appo in ted .  A  se co n d  c i r c u i t  judgesh ip  was a l s o  c r e a t e d  with 
H a r r y  L .  Pennington  b e c o m in g  Judge .  M a d is o n  C ounty  in 
1927 had b een  const i tuted  as the 23rd  Ju d ic ia l  C i r c u i t  of  the 
State of A l a b a m a .  The big event  of 1956 fo r  county  g o v e r n m e n t  
was  c r e a t i o n  of  an A i r p o r t  A u th or i ty ,  with J.  E d g a r  M i t c h e l l , 
L o u i s  G r a b e n s t e d e r , R o b e r t  H. B a k e r ,  J a m e s  R .  Smith  and 
R o b e r t  K .  B e l l ,  be ing  appo inted .  John A l f o r d  was  appointed  
A i r p o r t  M a n a g e r .

T h e l 9 6 0 ' s  brought  about the m o s t  s ign i f i can t  i n c r e a s e  in 
county  o f f i c e s  s ince  the c ou n ty 's  f o r m a t io n  in 1808. Even  so ,  
it can  be noted  that the M a d iso n  C ounty g ov ern in g  b ody  has not 
a sked  fo r  a new  tax and a bo l i sh ed  another in the last  f i f teen
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y e a r s .  M o r e  bus iness  and m o r e  build ing,  plus - we l ike to 
say -  e f f i c ien t  operat ion of governm enta l  has m ade  this p o s s 
ib le .  In 1963, another c i r c u i t  c ou r t  was c r e a t e d ,  ca l l e d  the 
F a m i l y  C ou r t ,  to  handle m ar i ta l  and juveni le c a s e s ,  p r e 
v io u s ly  handled by the County C our t ,  and p r i o r  to  that, the 
P r o b a te  Judge .  J. W. Green  w a s  e lected  to the judgesh ip .  
A new Juvenile Detention H om e was jo int ly  built  by the county 
and c i ty ,  and M elv in  B r ook s  was appointed as the f i r  st Super - 
intendent in 1963. The sam e  year  M r s .  El len  Batt b e c a m e  
the f i r  st County L a w L i b r a r i a n .  In 1965, another c i r c u i t  c ou r t  
was c r e a t e d  with T h om a s  Younger  b e co m in g  the Judge .  In 
that y e a r ,  the county appointed its f i r s t  Water  and F i r e  P r o 
tec t ion  Author ity .  Appointed  w ere  G e o rg e  M c C o w n ,  C h a r le s  
Hughes , G e r r y  Smith,  W a r r e n  M o o r e  , C h a r les  C h e r c h e s  and 
Joe  W o r l e y .  R o b e r t  L .  Gunn was added that y e a r  as the 
cou n ty 's  In te r -g o v e r n m e n ta l  Re lat ions  D i r e c t o r ,  with thfe 
m ain  ob je c t iv e  of obtaining f e d e r a l  and state m o n ie s  fo r  the 
county  and to coord inate  act iv i t ies  with other g o v e r n m e n t s .  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  of the new M adison  County C our thouse  in 1966 
n e c e s  sitated another new o f f i c e , that of Equipment  S u p e rv i s o r  
to look  a fter s o m e  one m i l l i on  d o l la r s  worth  of  m a c h i n e r y .  
V e r n  Jones  got  this j ob .

Urbanizat ion  of s e r v i c e s  began to show m o r e  and m o r e  in 
county  g ov ern m en t  in the I 9 6 0 ' s s o f a r  as M adison  County was 
c o n c e r n e d .  The county in 1962 began the f i r s t  fu l l - f l e d g e d  
co u n ty -w id e  garbage  co l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  in the United States .  
E a r l  T r o g l e n  is p resen t ly  in cha rge  of  the p r o g r a m .  A l s o ,  
in 1965,  the county began the f i r s t  county -w ide  r u r a l  s t ree t  
and com m u n i ty  l ighting p r o g r a m  in A la b a m a ,  and in 1964, 
began the f i r s t  true county -w ide  r e c r e a t io n  p r o g r a m  in A l a 
b a m a .  A  R e c r e a t i o n  Board  was appo in ted , con s is t in g  of  O s c a r  
M a s o n ,  S a m  C . B r o y l e s  , R o y  E .  Bla ir  , G ordon  M .  M i t c h e l l  
and E r sk in e  P a y n e .  A  Mental  Health B oard  was estab l ished  
in 1967, the county appointees  being Ralph F o r d ,  Guy J.  
R e y n o ld s ,  D a r r e l l  N o r r e l l ,  A lb e r t  M a n n ,  and John H ays .  
Another  sign i f i cant  deve lopm ent  of 1967 was acqu is i t ion  by 
the county  of about 800 a c r e s  e a r m a r k e d  fo r  an industr ia l
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d i s t r i c t ,  with the Huntsvi l le  In dustr ia l  E xpans ion  C o m m it t e e  
des ignated  as the agent fo r  the county to  s e l l  the land to  i n 
d u s t ry .

A  P e r  sonnel B o a r d  was c r e a t e d  in Mad is on C ounty setting 
up a m e r i t  s y s t e m .  The B o a r d ,  c o n s i s t in g  of R .  D.  H a yn es ,  
W i l l i a m  E .  H a r r i s o n ,  and O s c a r  F .  U n d e r w o o d ,  J r . ,  was 
appointed  in 1969. Ela ine  O s b o r n e  was appointed  P e r s o n n e l  
D i r e c t o r .

T h e re  have b e e n , and a r e ,  other o f f i c e s  in M a d ison  County 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  but space  has not p e rm it te d  inc lus ion  of a l l .  
T h e r e  have been m any  changes  in M a d ison  County g o v e rn m e n t  
s in ce  1808 and the s a m e  can be said of co t ton .  Many changes  
yet  l ie  ahead fo r  both.

* N O T E :  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of  the in fo r m a t io n  I have used c a m e  
f r o m  m y  b o o k ,  A  D r e a m  C o m e  T r u e .
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SEQUOYAH OF THE

T E N N E S S E E  V A L L E Y

By H enry  M a rk s

P a r t  of this paper  was o r ig in a l ly  de v e lo p e d  f r o m  a grant  
f r o m  the State of A la b a m a  " T o  A s c e r t a i n  T h e V o l i d i t y  of 
Sequoyah  as a Bona f ide  R e s id e n t  of A l a b a m a "  ( p r e p a r e d  
fo r  the A la b a m a  Hall  of  F a m e ) ,  1965.

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y ,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  
p o r t i o n s  of A la b a m a  and T e n n e s s e e ,  has p r o d u c e d  m any  
i l lu s t r i o u s  patr io ts  of al l  r a c e s .  This  a r e a  was  once  
p a r t ia l ly  inhabited by C h e r o k e e s ,  the Indian group  noted  
fo r  its a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  am ong  the F iv e  C iv i l z e d  T r i b e s . 
White  m i s s i o n a r y  g roup s  w e r e  w e l l  a w a re  of  the p r o 
g r e s s i v e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  d e v e lo p e d  by the C h e r o k e e s  in the 
n ineteenth cen tu ry  and applauded their a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  . 
One g ro u p ,  the A m e r i c a n  B o a rd  of  C o m m i s  s ion er  s for  
F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n s ,  e s ta b l i sh e d  m i s s i o n s  on a w o r ld w id e  
b a s i s  and publ ished  month ly  bul let ins such as " T h e  M i s s 
i o n a r y  H er  aid , "  that d e s c r i b e d  in deta i l  the Ind ians '  v a r 
ious  a c t i v i t ie s  and m o d e  of  l iv ing .  The B oard  at one t im e  
or an o th e r ,  mainta ined  m i s s i o n s  with m a ny ,  i f  not  a l l ,  
of the im p o r ta n t  Indian groups  in the United States .  T h u s ,  
the B o a r d ,  through its w o r k ,  has m ade  ava i lab le  to  us 
today  r e c o r d s  , which  contain  a wealth of in fo r m a t io n  that 
give one an insight  into the s o c ia l  d e v e lo p m e n ts  of  the 
A m e r i c a n  Indians ,  as wel l  as m i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .

The January ,  1844, i s s u e  of  the H era ld  s u c c in c t l y  
s u m m e d  up the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of the C h e r o k e e s  in its
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s u rv e y  of  the B o a r d ' s  f ive m i s s i o n s  a m o n g th e  C h e r o k e e s  
by stating:  " T h i s  is the f i r s t  of our a b or ig in a l  t r ib es  
which has in troduced  at its own expense  the printing 
p r e s s ;  the f i r s t  to e s ta b l i sh  and sustain a s y s t e m  of f r e e  
s c h o o l s ;  and the only p e o p le ,  for  thousands of  y e a r s ,  
that have invented for  its own use  an a lp h a b e t . "  C h e r o 
kee d e v e lo p m e n t  during this p e r io d  is l a r g e l y  c red i ted  
to Sequoyah,  the inventor  of  the C h e r o k e e  alphabet .  S e 
quoyah was b o rn  about 1770 in the C h e r o k e e  vi l lage  of 
T u s k e g e e ,  in T e n n e s s e e ,  near  F o r t  Lou don  on the T e n n 
e s s e e  R iv e r  . 1 He died in August ,  1843, in S a n F e r n a n d o ,  
M e x i c o  (now T e x a s ) ,  w h i l e  on an expedit ion  to find a 
fabled los t  t r ib e  of C h e r o k e e s . ^  His Eng l i sh  name was 
G e o r g e  Guess  , the nam e of  his white father , who evidently 
was an it inerant  p e d d le r .  3 In ch i ld h o o d ,  or young m a n 
hood , he m o v e d  to W i l l ' s  Town w here  G e o r g e  L o w r e y ,  a 
h a l f - b r e e d ,  was p r in c ip a l  c h i e f . W i l l ' s  Town was loca ted  
e ither on an u pper  branch  of the C o o s a  R iv e r  near G a d s 
den,  or in N o r th e a s t  A la b a m a ,  above  R a c c o o n  Mountain 
and W i l l ' s  C reek  (and known as W i l l s  ton in 1838). ^ Named  
fo r  Chie f  Red  Headed W i l l ,  the town was an important  
C h e r o ke e  co m m u n i ty  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  act iv i ty .

In e a r ly  l i fe  Sequoyah was a s i l v e r  c r a f t s m a n  and , 
evidently a f a r m e r .  Though  c r i p p l e d ,  he s e rv e d  with 
A n d r ew  J a c k s o n  in his C r e e k  ca m p a ig n  which culminated  
in the Batt le  of Hor  se s h o e  Bend on M a r c h  27,  1814. T h ere  
he was a s o ld ie r  in the Mounted and F o o t  C h e r o k e e s ,  a ■ 
part  of C o lo n e l  G ideon  M o r g a n ' s  R e g im e n t  of C h e r o 
k e e s .  5 L a t e r ,  he b e c a m e  a l ea d er  of the W e s t e r n C h e r o -  
k e e s ,  who had been m o v e d  by the F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t  
to the Indian T e r r i t o r y  west  of  the M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  
during the 1830' s .  In the A c t  of  Union of July 12, 1840, 
uniting the W e s t e r n  and E a s t e r n  b ra n ch e s  of  the C h e r o 
kees  , Sequoyah was l is ted  as the " P r e s i d e n t  of the W e s t 
ern  C h e r o k e e s . A l s o ,  the Const i tut ion of the C h e r o 
kee Nation ,  p rom u lg a ted  at the sa m e  t im e  as the A c t  of 
Union,  was m a rk e d  by Sequoyah.
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About  1809, Sequoyah p e r f o r m  e d his m o s t  noted 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  by formulating  an alphabet, or sy l labus ,  
to p ro v id e  a wr itten language . He com ple ted  this p r o j e c t  
s o m e t im e  in the ear ly  1820 ' s . He had m oved  to the A r k a n 
sas T e r  r it or y in 1818, but r e t u r n e d t o W i l l ' s  T own in 1821 
to con v in ce  G eorge  L o w r e y  that his phonetic  syl labus of 
e igh ty - f ive  sym bo ls  was f e a s i b l e . 7 Real iz ing  the s ig n i 
f i cant  e f fect  of the alphabet to their c i t izens  , the National 
C h e r o k e e  Counc i l  o f f i c ia l ly  p r o c la im e d  the syl labus as 
the national Cherokee  language sy l labary .  8 F ive  s o u r c e s  
made statements  to this e f f e c t ,  giving ample test imony  
to the a lm o s t  instantaneous s u c c e s s  of the syllabus in 
the C h erokee  Nation:

1. "Within a few months , (after the syllabus had been 
accepted )  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  C h e r o k e e s  had 
learned to read and write the sym bols  and were  
teaching o thers .  "9

2. "G u e s s  1 s sy s te m  of educat ionhas met ,  among the 
C h e r o k e e s ,  with un iversa l  approbation"  and in a 
" f e w  days ,  the o lder  Indians,  who had despa ired  
of deriv ing  an education by means of the s c h o o l s ,  
and who are  not included in the ex isting  s ch o o l  
sy s te m  as part ic ipator  s of its benefits  , may  read 
and c o r r e s p o n d ' ' ; ^

3. " in  a l i t t l e  over a y e a r ,  thousands of hitherto 
C h er okees  w ere  able to read and write their own 
l a n g u a g e " ;

4. " in  a few months thousands of the i l l iterate  w ere  
able to read and write in their own language";12

5. " s o succe  s sful was the alphabet that boys and m en  
who c a m e  to him (Guess)  t o l e a r n t h e  s y s te m  w ere  
able within three days to read and wri te .  . "13

Sequoyah, it should be noted,  part ia lly  deve loped  and 
prom ulgated  his alphabet while res id ing  in the Tennessee  
V a l ley  sect ion  of A laba m a .  The f i rs t  step in accept ing  
the syllabus by the Cherokee  Nation was the p erson a l  
approva l  given the document  by Chief  G eorge  L o w r e y .
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H e ,  in  t u r n ,  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  c o n v i n c i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  of t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t h e  a l p h a b e t  h e l d  t o  C h e r  okee  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  M o d e r n  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y  
s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  G u e s s  a n d  L o w e r y  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t o  
t h e i r  p e o p l e  a n d  m a n k i n d ,  a n d  be  p r o u d  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
m u c h  of t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  s y l l a b u s  o r  a l p h a b e t  
o c c u r r e d  in  t h i s  p a r t  of A l a b a m a .

R e g r e t f u l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  b u t  f e w  m e m o r i a l s  o r  o t h e r  
f o r m s  of r e c o g n i t i o n  a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t s .  
J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  l e a d s  t h e  w a y  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  U n t i l  r e 
c e n t l y  a  h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r  s to o d  on H i g h w a y  72 n e a r  
L a r k i n s v i l l e , e a s t  of S c o t t s b o r o .  E r e c t e d  in  1953 by  t h e  
A l a b a m a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  S e q u o y a h  
w a s  t h e  " I n v e n t o r  of s y s t e m  of c h a r a c t e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
s y l l a b l e s  in  C h e r o k e e  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  g a v e  t h e m  on ly  
w r i t t e n  I n d i a n  L a n g u a g e .  A d o p t e d  h e r e  a t  S a u t a  in  1822.  
C h e r o k e e s  u s e d  n e w  w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e  t o  p r i n t  t h e  B i b l e ,  
h y m n s  a n d  a  n  e w s p a  p e r  n a m e d  C h e r o k e e  P h o e n i x . "  
A c c o r d i n g  to  a  n u m b e r  of J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  h i s t o r i a n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  C l a u d e  T h o r n h i l l )  S e q u o y a h  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  
a l p h a b e t  t o  a  g r o u p  of I n d i a n  l e a d e r s  a t  S a u t a ,  ^  w h i c h  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1784 a n d  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n t y  s e a t  
of  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y .  I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  w h e r e  N o r t h  S a u t a  
C r e e k  e n t e r s  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r .  T h u s  S a u t a  a c t u a l l y  
w a s  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  s o u t h  of L a r k i n s v i l l e  a n d  t h e  
m a r k e r  w a s  in  e r r o r  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t  H i g h 
w a y  72 .  T h e  m a r k e r  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  i t s  f o r m e r  
l o c a t i o n ,  p r e s u m a b l y  to  be  p l a c e d  a t  S a u t a .  ^

A  s e c o n d  t r i b u t e  t o  G u e s s  i n  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  i s  t h e  
S e q u o y a h  S c e n i c  M o t o r  T r a i l ,  w h i c h  b e g i n s  a n d  e n d s  a t  
S c o t t s b o r o .  T h e  t r a i l  m e a n d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of 
t h e  C u m b e r l a n d s  in  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y .  B e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  
S c o t t s b o r o  f r e i g h t  d e p o t ,  a  m i n n i e  b a l l  s c a r r e d  b u i l d i n g  
t h a t  w i t h s t o o d  a  C i v i l  W a r  s k i r m i s h ,  t h e  t r a i l  l e a d s  w e s t 
w a r d  p a s t  t h e  K a t e  D u n c a n  S m i t h  DAR S c h o o l  a t  G r a n t ,  
W o o d v i l l e ,  P a i n t  R o c k  a n d  up  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  P a i n t  R o c k  
V a l l e y  ( v i a  A l a b a m a  h i g h w a y  65 ) .  I t  t h e n  t u r n s  e a s t w a r d  
on A l a b a m a  h i g h w a y  146, w h i c h  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m -



munity  of Skyl ine and past  what is  known as the B r i c k  
F a c t o r y ,  the f i r s t  industry  to  be d e v e l o p e d  in J ackson  
County .  The t r a i l  then f o l l o w s  highway 72 to A la b a m a  
h ighway 117, which  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  or near  Sequoyah 
C a v e r n s ,  T a - C o - B e t  or " G o d ' s  M o u n t a i n J o n e s  C o v e ,  
F e r n  C l i f f  and the g r a v e  site of the R o b e r t  S c o t t s ,  f o u n 
d e r s  of S c o t t s b o r o ,  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g t o  the f r e ig h t  depot  
in S c o t t s b o r o .  But th ese  a re  the only s ign i f i cant  f o r m s  
of r e c o g n i t io n  of Sequoyah in J a c k s o n  or M a d i s o n  c o u n 
t i e s .  T h e re  c e r t a in ly  should be g r e a t e r  re c o g n i t i o n  given 
to  Sequoyah in the T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in M a d 
ison  County ,  as A m e r i c a ' s  n a t i o n a l  b icentennia l  a p 
p r o a c h e s  .

^Grant F orem a n , Sequoyah (N orm an; U niversity  of O kla 
homa P r e s s ,  1938), 3. Sequoyah 's date of birth is not d e f i 
nitely known.

^Emmet S tarr ,  Early  H istory  of the C h erok ees  (privately 
published 1917), 47.

■^Marion L . Starkey, The C herokee Nation (New Y ork; A l 
fred  A . Knopf, 1946), 78.

^Map of A la b a m a . 1838, drawn by T .  G . B ra d ford ,  located 
in Special C o lle c t ion s ,  U niversity  of E m ory  L ib r a r y ,  Atlanta, 
G eorgia  and the Heritage R o o m  of the Huntsville P ub lic  L i 
b ra ry .

^Forem an, op. c i t . , 3.
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^M orr is  L . W ardell ,  A P o l it ica l  H istory of the C herokee  
Nation 1838-1907, (Norman: U niversity  of Oklahoma P r e s s ,  
1938), 28, and U_. _S_̂  27th C on gress  Indian S e s s io n , 1841-42, 
House Indian A ffa ir s ,  C om m ittee on R e m o v e lo f  th e C h e ro k e e s  
W est of the M iss is s ip p i ,  R ep . N o. 1098.

n
Henry Thom pson M alone, C herokee C iv il iza tion  In The 

L o w e r  Appalachians ■ E sp ec ia lly  in North G e o r g ia , B e fore  
1830 ■ unpublished m a s te r ' s thesis  , E m ory  Univer s i ty , Atlanta, 
G eorg ia .  Sequoyah taught the syllabus to L o w re y  in just one 
week.

O
The National Cherokee C ouncil  was known by the Indian 

te r m  of Tsa lagi Tinilawiga, the Indian te rm  for the National 
C ouncil  and theNational C om m ittee , the two leg is la t ive  bodies  
of the Cherokee Nation.

9Ibid.

^ D o cu m e n t  B. Letter of Thomas L .  McKenney to  Jam es 
B a rb ou r ,  S ecretary  of W ar, Q ecem ber  13, 1825. L etter  from  
the U. S. S ecretary  of War to the Chairman C om m ittee  on 
Indian A ffa ir  s , Accom panied  by a b i l l  for the P r e s e rv a t io n  and 
C iv il iza tion  of the Indian T f ib e s  Within the United States, F e b 
ruary 21, 1826 (Washington: Gales & Seaton, 1826), 19; found 
in E m o ry  University L ib r a r y ,  Atlanta, G eorg ia .

^ F o r e m a n ,  op. c i t . . 11. •

^ S ta rk e y ,  op. c i t . . 78 -79 .

^ W a r d e l l ,  op. c it .  , 4 as quoted f r o m  the C h erokee  A d v o -  
ca te ,  O ctober 26, 1844.

l^Walt H am m er, A  P ic to r ia l  Walk Through O l ' HighJiack- 
son, (C o l le g e d a le , T en n essee : The C ollege  P r e s s , 1967), 12- 
16.

H ow ever , a map published in 1842 by Sidney E . M orse  
and Samuel B rea se ,  nowin the p o ssess ion  of the Heritage R o o m  
of the Huntsville Public L ib r a r y ,  shows Sauta well above the 
T en n essee , along the road f r o m  the then county seat of J a c k 
son, Belefonte, to C laysv il le ,  but a lso  below  L a rk in sv il le .
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