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JAMES G I L L E S P  I E  B I R N E Y :  

THE H U N T S V I L L E  YEARS

B y  E l i s e  Stephens

F r o m  its b e g in n in g s ,  H u n ts v i l l e  has b e e n  b l e s s e d  
with an e x t r a - o r d i n a r y  g r o u p  of  c i t i z e n s  who  set t led  
h e r e  and p e r m a n e n t l y  w edded  th e i r  ta len ts  and d e s t i n i e s '  
to  the l i t t le  town with the B i g  S p r i n g .  H u n tsv i l l e  has 
a l s o  b e e n  h o m e  but not p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  s o m e  
of its outstanding  c i t i z e n s .  In this  c e n t u r y  D r .  W e r n e r  
von  B r au n  is  an outstanding  e x a m p l e .  In the la st  c e n 
t u r y ,  J a m e s  G i l l e s p i e  B i r n e y  stands out.  Both  m e n  
c a m e  to  M a d i s o n  C o u n ty ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  se t  down r o o t s  
and got  b u s y  - -  c o n t r ib u t in g  th e ir  b r a i n s ,  l e a d e r s h i p  
and fai th in in d iv id u a l  e f f o r t  to  a c h i e v e  g o a l s  as  d i f f i 
cu l t  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  as  putting a m a n  on the m o o n  
or  i r r a d i c a t i n g  i n e q u a l i t y  a m o n g  m e n  - -  and then 
m o v e d  on.  B o th  m e n  gave  t o H u n t s v i l l e  and g r e w  in the 
e x c h a n g e .

J a m e s  G .  B i r n e y  c a l l e d  M a d i s o n  C ounty h o m e  f r o m
1818 to  the  c l o s e  of  1832.  U pon  l e a v in g  A l a b a m a  his  
c a r e e r  c a r r i e d  h i m  into  n a t ion a l  p r o m i n e n c e  as a l e a d e r  . 
of  the g r o w i n g  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m o v e m e n t .  Unl ike  W i l l i a m  
L l o y d  G a r r i s o n  to  w h o m  he w as  o f ten  c o m p a r e d  , B i r n e y  
put h is  t r u s t  in the p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  t o  e f f e c t u a t e  the 
e m a n c i p a t i o n  of  the s l a v e s  r a t h e r  than^in r h e t o r i c  and 
r e v o l u t i o n .  T w i c e ,  in 1840 and 1844, he w as  the n o m i 
n e e  of  the L  i b e r t y P a r t y  f o r  the P r e s i d e n c y  o f  the 
United  S t a t e s .  He d ied  in N o v e m b e r  of  1857.
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The son of J a m e s  and M a r t h a R e a d  B i r n e y ,  J a m e s  
G .  was  the he ir  to  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  a n c e s t r y  that united 
t o  g ive  h i m  wealth ,  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  and a s t r o n g  s e n s e  
of n o b l e s s e  o b l ig e .  B o th  s id e s  of  his f a m i l y  had se t t led  
in D a n v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  w h e re  B i r n e y  w as  b o r n  on F e b 
r u a r y  4 ,  1792.  H a v i n g  b e e n  ed u ca ted  p r i v a t e l y ,  at 
T r a n s y l v a n i a  and at the C o l l e g e  of N e w  J e r s e y ,  
( P r i n c e t o n )  w h e r e  he g ra d u a ted  with h o n o r s  in 1810, 
he r e a d  law  under  A l e x a n d e r  J .  D a l l a s ,  noted  la w y e r  
and United  States  A t t o r n e y  of  P h i la d e l p h i a .  In 1814 he 
was b a c k  in D a n v i l le  e s t a b l i s h in g  a b u sy  p r a c t i c e .  1 

In 1818, the f i r s t  t i m e  he was  of  age  to  q u a l i f y ,  he 
w as  e l e c t e d  to the K e n tu ck y  H o u se  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  
A n o t h e r  m a j o r  e v en t  o c c u r r e d  to h i m  in 1818 that was  to  
b r ighten  his  future  c o n s i d e r a b l y ;  on F e b r u a r y  f i r s t ,  he 
was  m a r r i e d  to  A gatha  M c D o w e l l ,  the da u gh ter  o f  the 
United  States  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e ,  W i l l i a m  M c D o w e l l  and 
M a r g a r e t  M a d i s o n  M c D o w e l l ,  the f i r s t  c o u s i n  of  P r e s 
ident  J a m e s  M a d i s o n .  2

A s  was  the  s p i r i t  of  the t i m e s ,  the young c o u p le  
c h o s e  to  thr ow t h e m s e l v e s  into the l i fe  of  a n e w e r  c o m 
m u n i ty  and in F e b r u a r y ,  1818, e x c h a n g e d  th e ir  K e n 
tu c k y  t i e s  f o r  the n ew ly  o r g a n i z e d  t e r r i t o r y  of  A l a b a m a . 
B i r n e y  p u r c h a s e d  a p lantat ion  n ear  T r i a n a  and e n 
d e a v o r e d  to  l ive  as  a g e n t l e m a n - l a w y e r  , p l a n t e r - p o l i 
t i c i a n ,  as  did such  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  as A r t h u r  F .  H o p 
k ins  and C l e m e n t  C o m e r  C l a y .

T h o s e  w e r e  e x c i t in g  t i m e s  fo r  H u n ts v i l l e .  B i r n e y  
w as  m o r e  d ra w n  to  the happen ings  of  the young  town 
than to  the m a n a g e m e n t  of a co t t o n  p lantat ion .  T h e  
state had gained  ter  r i t o r i a l  status in 1817 and s ta teh ood  
was  in the a i r .  In a n t i c ip a t ion  of  s ta te h o o d ,  the c i t i z e n s  
of  M a d i s o n  C ounty  had vo ted  on tw o  s la te s  of  c a n 
d id a te s :  one f o r a  s e a t a t  the C onst i tu t iona l  C onvent ion  
and one for  m e m b e r s h i p  in the s t a te ' s  f i r s t  G e n e r a l  
A s s e m b l y .  B i r n e y  was  not a can d ida te  f o r  the f o r m e r  
a,nd. won a seat  in the la t t e r .  Unl ike  the con v e n t io n
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that m e t  in the hot s u m m e r  of  1787 in P h i la d e l p h i a  to  
w r i t e  the United States  C onst i tu t ion ,  the c o n v e n t i o n  he ld  
in Hunts v i l l e  was  a p p a r e n t ly  an open  on e .  N o n - m e m b e r  
B i r n e y ' s  in f lu e n c e  w as  c e r t a i n l y  fe l t  on the f inal  d e s i g n  
of the s t a te ' s  f i r s t  const i tut ion . -^

The e n t h u s i a s m  with w h i c h  B i r n e y  e n t e r e d  into the 
to ta l  l i f e  of the c o m m u n i t y  was  i n c r e a s i n g l y  m a t c h e d  
by  a s e r i o u s n e s s  that g r e w  as  he m a t u r e d .  Be ing  the 
on ly  son  of  a fa ther  who  was  w id o w e d  when  J a m e s  G .  
w as  only  t h r e e  and his on ly  s i s t e r  an in fant ,  he g r e w  
up in lu x u r y  but n e v e r  to  the n e g l e c t  of  m o d e r a t i o n  and 
s e l f - r e s p e c t .  A p p a r e n t l y  the l i fe  of  a p la n ter  in v o lv e d  
t o o  m u c h  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e  or r e q u i r e d  m o r e  s e l f - d i s 
c ip l in e  than he p o s s e s s e d .  M a r r i a g e  and in h e r i t a n c e  
had b ro u g h t  h i m  s l a v e s ,  but he fa i l e d  in the t h o ro u g h  
m a n a g e m e n t  su ch  o w n e r s h i p  r e q u i r e d .  L i k e  s o  m a n y  
K e n t u c k ia n s ,  he f o l l o w e d  h o r s e  r a c i n g .  H u n t s v i l l e ' s  
G r e e n  B o t t o m  Inn,  one of  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n ' s  f a v o r i t e  
t r a c k s ,  a f f o r d e d  B i r n e y  a m p l e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  bet  on the 
h o r s e s .  G a m b l in g  l o s s e s  b r o u g h t  f in a n c ia l  e m b a r  - 
r a s s m e n t ,  and B i r n e y  m o r t g a g e d  his p lantat ion  and his 
s l a v e s . ^  A s s e s s i n g  h is  s i tu a t ion ,  B i r n e y  d e c i d e d  to  
m o v e  his f a m i l y  to  H u n t s v i l l e ,  t o  p r a c t i c e  law  d i l i 
g en t ly ,  to  pay  o f f  the m o r t g a g e s  q u i c k ly  and n e v e r  to  
g a m b l e  a g a in .  A l l  of  th e s e  he d id .  J a n u a r y ,  1823 
m a r k e d  a n ew  y e a r  and a n ew  l i fe  in H u n tsv i l l e  f o r  the 
B i r n e y s .

His  expand ing  f a m i l y  u n d o u b te d ly  had m u c h  to  do  
with th e s e  d e c i s i o n s .  In a l l ,  he had ten  c h i l d r e n ;  s e v e n  
of  t h e m  r e a c h i n g  a d u l th ood .  W h i le  in H u n t s v i l l e ,  he 
w as  the b u s y  fa ther  of  f i v e :  J a m e s ,  b o r n  in D a n v i l l e  
on June 7,  1817; W i l l i a m ,  b o r n  in M a d i s o n  C o u n ty ,  M a y  
28 ,  1819; Dav id  B e l l ,  b o r n  in H u n t s v i l l e ,  M a y  2 9 ,  1825; 
D ion  and G e o r g e .  ̂ In J a m e s  G .  B i r n e v  And  His  T i m e s , 
a b i o g r a p h y  w r i t ten  by  son  W i l l i a m ,  B i r n e y  is  d e p i c t e d  
as an u n c o m m o n l y  lo v in g  husband and fa t h e r .
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In early manhood he spent much of his time with his 
c h i l d r e n .  He joined them in their boyish sports,  
taught them many g a m e s . . .  and entered heartily into 
their glee.  He showed them how to ride and to row, 
to make bows and arrows,  snares and traps,  to handle 
the shot-gun, and to huntgame. A broad veranda in the 
rear of his dwelling was used for play in rainy weather, 
being furnished with swings and trapezes,  battledores 
and shuttlecocks. He was fond of music and played the 
flute. In every innocent way, home was made attrac 
tive to the children. 6

T he  su b sequ en t  c a r e e r s  of the B i r n e y  b o y s  a ttest  
that s o m e t h i n g  was  done  r igh t  in the ir  u p b r in g in g .  
J a m e s  b e c a m e  a p r o f e s s o r ,  l a w y e r ,  M i c h ig a n  state 
s e n a t o r ,  l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ,  a c t i n g - g o v e r n o r , c i r 
cu i t  ju d g e ,  e d i t o r  and United States  M i n i s t e r  to  the 
H a g u e .  W i l l i a m  b e c a m e  a l a w y e r ,  s c h o l a r ,  t e a c h e r  
and n e w s  c o r  r e s p o n d e n t  in F r a n c e  w h ere  he s e r v e d  as 
a student  b a r r i c a d e - c o m m a n d e r  dur ing  the 1848 r e v o l t  
in P a r i s ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  l e c t u r e r ,  r e l i g i o u s  w r i t e r ,  
author  and fa ther  of  ten e x c e l l e n t  c h i l d r e n .  D ion  b e 
c a m e  a p h y s i c i a n .  Dav id  B e l l  b e c a m e  a l a w y e r  and 
p u b l i s h e r .  G e o r g e  d ied in e a r l y  m a n h o o d .  T h e  C i v i l  
W a r  m a d e  h e r o e s  o f  t h e m  a l l ,  g e n e r a l s  o f  tw o .  In 
t h e i r  youth they had attended H u n t s v i l l e 1 s f a m o u s  G r e e n  
A c a d e m y  and s h a r e d  that t ra in in g  w hich  was  to  m o l d  a 
g e n e r a t i o n  of s ons  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  and s a c r i f i c e .

B i r n e y  had b een  a t r u s t e e  fo r  G r e e n  A c a d e m y  s in c e  
se t t l ing  in A l a b a m a .  W hen  he m o v e d  his  r e s i d e n c e  to  
H u n tsv i l l e  in 1823,  his i n v o l v e m e n t  g r e w .  .A s  e a r l y  as
1819 he announced  a b i l l  in the A l a b a m a  L e g i s l a t u r e  of  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  the H u n tsv i l l e  L i b r a r y .  In 1823 the 
l i b r a r y  r e c e i v e d  its c h a r t e r  with B i r n e y  l i s t e d  a s  one 
of i t ' s  m e m b e r s .  7 His  f e l l o w  m e  m b  e r s o f  the bar  
h e lped  B i r n e y  get  his f in a n c e s  in o r d e r  . T h e y  en dor  sed  
his e l e c t i o n  by the A l a b a m a  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  as the 
s o l i c i t o r  f o r  the F i f th  C i r c u i t . ®  B y  the end of  1823, 
B i r n e y  was  able  t o  s t ra ig h ten  out his  d e b t s ,  d iv e s t in g  
h i m s e l f  of  h is  plantat ion  and a l l  but f iv e  h o u s e  s e r v a n t s .
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Instead  of  r e la x in g  his  p r o h ib i t i o n  a g a in s t  g a m 
bl ing  , B i r n e y  in ves ted  his i n c r e a s i n g  wealth  in " a  v a l u 
ab le  h a l f - a c r e  c o r n e r  lot  in H u n t s v i l l e , tw o  s q u a r e s  
f r o m  the h e a d  of the B ig  S p r i n g . "  T h e r e  he bui lt  a 
h o m e  that he e n la r g e d  as his f a m i l y  g r e w  until  it was  
c o n s i d e r e d  " o n e  of the h a n d s o m e s t  and m o s t  c o n 
ven ient  d w e l l in g s  in H u n t s v i l l e . "  Its China  t r e e s  and 
s cu lp tu r e d  g a r d e n s  w e r e  the p r i d e  of  both B i r n e y s  who 
loved  to en ter ta in  and did so  with g r a c e  and g e n e r o s i t y .  
L i f e  f o r  t h e m  was s e c u r e  and s e r e n e .  9

But f o r c e s  w e r e  at w o rk  to  shake any c o m p l a c e n c y  
B i r n e y  m igh t  have  a c h i e v e d .  H is  s e n s e  of  ob l iga t ion  
to f o l l o w  his c o n s c i e n c e ,  take  a stand on i s s u e s  and 
to  speak  out was  a l r e a d y  a t e s t e d  t r a i t .  In 1819 he had 
voted aga inst  a r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  by the A l a b a m a  State 
A s s e m b l y  e n d o r s i n g  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  fo r  P r e s i d e n t . ^  
He did this even  though  he knew it was  tantamount  to 
r e s ig n in g  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  c on ten t ion  in the s t a t e .  In 
1826 he m a d e  a pub l i c  p r o f e s s i o n  of h is  r e l i g i o u s  faith 
and openly  a c k n o w le d g e d  that he would  f o l l o w  w h ere  its 
truths  l e d .  H W hen  he la ter  b e c a m e  m a y o r  of  H u n ts 
v i l l e ,  he e n f o r c e d  what was p r o b a b l y  the c i t y ' s  f i r s t  
" B l u e "  law.  ^  A l e a d e r  of  the B ib le  S o c i e t y ,  he was 
a l s o  a fou n der  of  the H u n tsv i l l e  T e m p e r a n c e  S o c i e t y . 13 

A s  his a s c e t i c i s m  g r e w ,  so  t o o  did his a w a r e n e s s  
of m a n ' s  inhum anity  t o m a n .  F r o m  1826 until he le f t  
A l a b a m a ,  he s e r v e d  as a t t o r n e y  or  " l e g a l  p r o t e c t o r "  
of  the C h e r o k e e  nat ion .  W i l l i a m  B i r n e y  d e s c r i b e s  h is  
f a t h e r ' s  u n h e r a ld e d  and l it t le  known a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  the 
C h e r o k e e s  .

He caused missionaries  to be sent and schools to be 
established among them; he encouraged them to culti 
vate farms,  build houses,  and open roads; he aided an 
educated Indian, who had invented an alphabet for the 
language, to start a Cherokee paper ; (Sequoyah^ hede -  
fended them in their property rights,  and brought to 
punishment some of the authors of the outrages upon 
their persons;  he counseled them to peace and good
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behavior; and most  surprising of all,  he succeeded in 
introducing, quietly a n d  without opposition, several  
Indian girls as pupils >nto the Huntsville Female Se 
minary.  It was said they were daughters of chiefs .
They attended the Presbyterian Church, and were r e 
puted to be wards of Mr.  Birney. Two of them I r e 
member  as beautiful. The Indians visited Huntsville
from  time to time for the sale of pelts,  nuts, blow- 
guns , bows and a r r o w s , and game,  and they never 
failed to pas s by my father' s hou se , and leave for him 
some token of their gratitude.14

F r o m  1826 dates  his  h e ightened  c o n s c i o u s n e s  s of  
the e v i l s  of  s l a v e r y  and the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  h im  to  do  
s o m e t h in g  about  it.  He b e c a m e  the s p o k e s m a n ,  then 
S ou th ern  A g e n t ,  f o r  the A m e r i c a n  C o l o n i z a t i o n  S o c i e t y , 
u r g i n g  o w n e r s  and state l e g i s l a t u r e s  to  m a n u m it  the 
s l a v e s  and p r o v i d e  fo r  the ir  r e s e t t l e m e n t  in A f r i c a .  
By  the t i m e  he lef t  H u n ts v i l l e ,  to  m o v e  to  K e n t u c k y ,  
B i r n e y  had r e a l i z e d  the i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of c o l o n i z a t i o n .  
He spent  the r e s t  o f  h is l i fe  se e k in g  p e a c e f u l ,  l e g a l  
e m a n c i p a t i o n .  In p u rs u i t  of  this g o a l  his  path t o o k  h im  
f r o m  the c i t y  which  h o n o r e d  h i m  though it d i s a g r e e d  
with h i m .

1 Wil liam Birney, J ames G ■ Birnev and His Times (1890 , 
reprint,  New York: Greenwood Publishing Corp.  I960) 30; 
Betty Fladeland, Jamcs Gillespie B i r n e v : Slaveholder to 
Abolitionist (New York:  CornellUniversity P r e s s ,  1955, r e 
print , New Y ork: G reenwood Press , 1969) 15. The only full-  
length biographies of Birney, the latter builds on the former 
and provides bibliographic guides for future research.
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2Will iam Birney,  Letter  on the M c D o w e l l  Family of 
Will iam Birnev , Brevet Maior G enera l , U . S . Vols . ( p r i 
vately published, a copy given to the Huntsville Public  L i 
brary by Huntsvillian, Hoffman (Topper) B i r n e y , the great 
great-grandson of James G. Birney.

• }
JBirney,  James G. B irnev . 38.

^Ibid. ,  41-43; Fladeland, Birnev. 23.

^Clarence L .  Barnhart , ed . ,  New Century Cvclopedia 
of N a m e s , Vol .  1 (New York:  Appleton-Century-Crofts ,  Inc. 
1954) 513; Birnev,  James G. Birnev, 53;-Fladeland, B irnev .
28, 43, 63, 71, 135, 165. On 71 the author says that Mrs .  
Birney,  ".with the five boys,  J a m e s ,  Jr . ,  Wil l iam, Dion, 
David, and the year-a n d -a -h a l f -old baby , G e o r g e ,  set out 
for Danville" in September,  1833. "She was leaving behind 
in Alabama three small graves in the c e m e t e r y . "  On 165 we 
find, "by the time she (M rs .  Birney) was thirty-nine she had 
borne eleven chi ldren,  six of whom were l iv ing ."  Nowhere 
does the author or any other source readily available give 
names or dates for these children. Five year old Arthur 
Hopkins Birney and three year old Martha were struck down 
by scarlet  fever in 1833. F l o r e n c e  was born in January, 
1835, an infant daughter , name ungiven, lived only two months 
in 1836. It was in 1838that M rs. Birney lost her baby, Ellen, 
in August and her own life in October.

^Birney, James G. B i r n e v . 357.

7I b i d . . 53.

^Fladeland, B irnev . 26.

^Bi rney,  James G. B ir n e v . 47.

10Ibid. , 41.

^Ibid ■ , 54; Fladeland, B i rnev . 30-31.
12Southern Advocate ■ Huntsville,  Alabama, July 17, 18-

29, "An Ordinance to Prevent Violations of the Sabbath, and 
for Other P u r p o s e s . "  This ordinance and Birney 's  efforts
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to "c lean up" Huntsville led to a newspaper squabble between 
The Advocate and the Democ rat . Birney responded to the 
cr i t i c i sm  of the Democrat  by calling for a referendum vote 
of the c it izens. Since the mayor was selected by the a ld e r 
men from  among the aldermen , taking the question of Birney 's  
continued tenure to the people was a step forward for d e m o 
cracy ,  and the public 's sanction strengthened Birney ' s  pos i t 
ion as m a y o r .

^ T h e  D em o cra t . Huntsville, Alabama, August 21, 1829, 
October 2, 1829.

^ B ir n e y ,  James G . B irnev■ 55-56.
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A T R I B U T E  TO 

A C O N F E D E R A T E  S O L D I E R
B y  T o m m i e  B r a g g  W a r d

S o m e o n e  has  sa id :  -  " O n e  g l o r i o u s  hour  o f  c r o w d e d  
l i fe  is w o r th  an a g e ,  without  a n a m e . "  T h is  to  us is  an 
hour  c r o w d e d  with e m o t i o n s ,  t o  w h ich  the tongue of  e l 
o q u e n c e  co u ld  g ive  no  adequate  u t t e r a n c e  , and w hich  wi l l  
t r a n s m i t  t o  fu ture  a g e s  , a r e c o r d  of  d e e d s  that w i l l  r e n d e r  
the n a m e  C o n f e d e r a t e  S o l d i e r  i m m o r t a l .

W e  a r e  f i l l e d  with g r a t i tu d e ,  f o r  the a s s u r a n c e  it 
b r i n g s ;  that the  C o n f e d e r a t e  c a u s e  is  not a la st  ca use ,  
that the C o n f e d e r a t e  S o l d i e r  w i l l  no t  be f o r g o t t e n ,  that 
his  m a r v e l o u s  d e e d s  in a r m s  w i l l  l i v e  in so n g  and Story ;  
m a r b l e  and g r a n i t e  a r e  e m b l e m s  of  h is  c o n s t a n c y  and '  
e n d u r a n c e ,  w h ich  w i l l  p e r p e tu a t e  his  n a m e  a n d  t e l l  
to  g e n e r a t i o n s  y e t  u n b o r n - t h e  s t o r y  of  h is  l i f e .

The  C o n f e d e r a t e  S o l d i e r  with p a t r i o t i c  d e v o t i o n  e s 
p o u s e d  his c o u n t r y 1 s c a u s e ,  and his  h e a r t  has  n e v e r  by  a 
p a u s e  as s l ight  as  one p u ls a t io n  c e a s e d  t o  beat  with c o n 
s t a n c y  f o r  the p r i n c i p l e  f o r  w h ic h  he s tood  a m id  the 
f l a m e  of  b a t t l e ,  w h ich  i m p e r i l e d  his f o r tu n e  and l i f e - a n d  
i f  a s  sa id ,  without  a s u c c e s s o r  he is d e s t in e d  to  l ive  
on ly  in h i s t o r y .  H is  h i s t o r y  w i l l  m a r k  a g l o r i o u s  p e r i o d  
and t r a n s m i t  to  the l a te s t  p o s t e r i t y  u n im i ta te d  d e e d s  of  
v a l o r  and d ev o t ion ,a s  he upheld  the r igh t  o f  s e l f  g o v e r n 
m e n t ,  the p r i n c i p l e  that has  s a n c t i f i e d  the g r a v e s  of  
m a r t y r ' s  in a l l  a g e s  of  the w o r l d .

C a l l  the r o l l  o f  a l l  w ho  i m p e r i l e d  l i f e  and a l l  that 
l i f e  h o ld s  d e a r  in the c a u s e  of the C o n f e d e r a c y .
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F r  o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l  the w o r ld  has had its her  o e s  , 
h e r o e s  o f  war  and h e r o e s  of  p e a c e .  But the h e r o e s  of 
w ar  g iv e  us  a t h e m e  e v e r  full  of in t e r e s t .  M a c e d o n i a ,  
b o a s t e d  of  her  b r a v e  son ,  A l e x a n d e r  the G r e a t ;  R o m e  
C a e s a r ;  F r a n c e  had her  N a p o le o n ,  who m ou n ted  the m o s t  
d a z z l i n g  he ights  o f  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  and g l o r y .

T o  t h e T h i r t e e n  C o l o n i e s  of A m e r i c a  b e l o n g  the n a m e  
o f  W a s h in g to n ;  but g r e a t e r  st i l l  than a l l  of  t h e s e ,  the 
South had h er  h e r o e s .

L e e ,  J a c k s o n ,  J o h n s to n ,  G o r d o n ,  D a v i s ,  F o r r e s t ,  
S tu a r t ,  B r a g g ,  W h e e l e r ,  H i l l ,  and on down the l in e ,  
G u r l e y ,  H a m r i c k  and m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w h o s e  n a m e s  a r e  
e n s h r in e d  with d e a t h le s s  p r i d e  in e v e r y  t ru e  S o u th e rn  
h e a r t .

G u r l e y ,  long m a y  he l i v e ,  f o r  t h e r e  is no  G u r l e y  to  
take  h is  p l a c e .  He was  in m a n y  of  the hard  fought  b a t 
t l e s  o f  that ,  the m o s t  b l o o d y  and t e r r i f i c w ar  e v e r  
w a g e d  on this con t in en t .  He fought  s ide  b y  s ide  with  m e n ,  
as  b r a v e  as  e v e r  fought  in C a e s a r ' s  ten l e g i o n s ,  or N a 
p o l e o n ' s  g u a r d .  F o u r  y e a r s  he spent  in c a m p  and in 
b a t t l e .  H is  p e r s o n a l  b r a v e r y  was  without  l i m i t ,  he was  
m a s t e r f u l ,  r e s o l u t e  and s e l f  r e l ia n t  in the m o s t  p e r i l o u s  
e m e r g e n c y .  He was  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  in h is  g r a s p  of  e v e r y  
s i tu a t io n ,  s u p r e m e l y  c o n f id e n t  in his  m e n .  But g o in g  
th r o u g h  the  w a r  and a l l  its  t r i a l s  and s o r r o w s  on ly  m a d e  
h i m  g r e a t ,  f o r  he has l a b o r e d  both night  and d a y  f o r  the 
future  d e v e l o p e m e n t  of  the South.

The  m o s t  c h a r i t a b le  m a n  that e v e r  l i v e d  in this  
c o u n t r y ,  he has b een  kind to  a l l ,  has fed  the h u n g r y ,  
c l o t h e d  the n a k ed ,  and b u r ie d  the d e a d .  N o  m a n  e v e r  
did m o r e  f o r  the p o o r ,  and not unti l  the b o o k  o f  l i f e  is 
opened  at the j u d g e m e n t ,  can  a l l  his  g r e a t  s e r v i c e s  be  
r e v e a l e d ,  the only  c  o m  p e n s a t i o n that he w an ts  in 

this  l i fe  is the w a r m  shake of the hand and the g l e a m  of  
gra t i tude  f la sh ing  f r o m  the e y e s  o f  th e s e  g rand  old  v e t 
e r a n s  , who  have  b o r n e  a l l  h a rd sh ip  and f a c e d  e v e r y  d a n 
g er  in d e f e n s e  o f  th e ir  c o u n t r y .
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It r e q u i r e s  an ab le  d a r in g  l e a d e r  to  c a l l  f o r th  f r o m  
the m e n  a p a s s i o n a t e  d e v o t i o n - t o  m o u ld  the m ult i tude  of  
thoughts  of  a g r e a t  a r m y  into  one m a s s  of  m a r t i a l  z e a l .  
W ithout  a l e a d e r  an a r m y  is  a m o b ,  a p o w e r l e s s  m a c h i n e  , 
but on the o ther  hand what c o u ld  a l e a d e r  a c c o m p l i s h  
without an a r m y !

W e  would  not  in the l e a s t  d e g r e e ,  d e p r e c i a t e  the 
s t e r l in g  w o r th  o f  th o s e  m ig h t y  C h i e f t a n s ,  the Sou th 's  
l e a d e r s ;  but we d o  m a in ta in ,  that our  t r u e s t  h e r o e s ,  
t h o s e  who p r e s e n t e d  to  the w o r l d  the s u b l i m e s t  d e e d s  of  
v a l o r  and d e v o t i o n  e v e r  w itnes  s e d , w e r e  the m e n  behind 
the guns .

The p r iv a t e  C o n f e d e r a t e  in his  h o m e  spun j a c k e t  of  
g r a y ,  the m e n  who s tood  in the r a n k s ,  and fo r  long  y e a r s  
with h e r o i c  c o u r a g e  b ea t  b a c k  f r o m  th e ir  h o m e s  and f i r e 
s id e s  the ranks  of  r u t h le s s  and o v e r w h e l m i n g  i n v a d e r s ,  : 
w as  the " b o n e  and s i n e w "  of  the C o n f e d e r a c y  and only  
G o d ' s  r e c o r d i n g  a n g e l  has  p r e s e r v e d  the ir  m u s t e r  r o l l ,  
and it wi l l  be c a l l e d  in a b e t t e r  and pur e r  w o r l d  than this , 
w h e r e  r e w a r d s  a r e  b e s t o w e d  f o r  h o n o r s  d e s e r v e d ,  and 
duty fa i th fu l ly  p e r f o r m e d .  M o s e s  l i v e d  f o r t y  y e a r s  at 
P h a r o a h ' s  c o u r t ,  a p p ly in g  h i m s e l f  in a l l  the l e a r n in g  of  
the E g y p t ia n s  . He spent  f o r t y  ye.ar s in the land of  M id ia n ,  
in p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  the w o r k  appo in ted  b y  G od  fo r  h i m  to  
d o .  M o s e s  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  led  the c h i l d r e n  of I s r a e l  
th ro u g h  the w i l d e r n e s s ,  s u r r o u n d e d  at a l l  t i m e s  with 
t r i a l s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  u n s u r m o u n t a b l e  by  any h u m a n  
e f f o r t .

He w as  d i r e c t e d  by a c l o u d  by day  and a p i l l a r  oi  
f i r e  by  n ight .  T h i s  w as  a s s u r a n c e  of G o d ' s  g u id a n c e  and 
p r o t e c t i o n ,  and y e t  M oseS i the  f r i e n d  of  God h o ld in g  c o n 
v e r s e  and c o m m u n i o n  with the A l m i g h t y  as  n o  o ther  m a n  
has  e v e r  d one  with his m a t c h l e s s  fa ith and c o n s e c r a t i o n ,  
w as  on ly  p e r m i t t e d  to  s e e  the p r o m i s e d  land f r o m  P i s - 
g a h ' s  d is tant  h e ig h t .  It was  the s a m e  with the C o n f e d 
e r a t e  S o l d i e r ,  he v i e w e d  the c a p i t a l ,  but n e v e r  e n ter  ed , 
but he fa i th fu l ly  and c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y ,  as  he s a w  the 
r i g h t ,  d i s c h a r g e d  the dut ies  and o b l ig a t i o n s  the s i t u -
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at ion  e n jo in e d .  A l though  l ike  M o s e s ,  he spent  the b e s t  
y e a r s  o f  his  l i f e ,  d e v o te d  to  his c o u n t r y ' s  s e r v i c e  he 
ca n  with the eye  of fa ith,  p e n e t r a te  the v e i l ,  that h ides  
the future  f r o m  our s igh t ,  and r e s t  his c a u s e  'b e f o r e  
that A u g u s t  t r ib u n a l  w h o s e  ju d g e m e n t  n e v e r  e r r s .

T o  our m in d s  A p p o m a t t o x  m e a n t  the death kn e l l  of 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i b e r t y  on e a r th .  In the l ight  of  e v e n t s ,  
the s u f f e r i n g s  we as a p e o p l e  u n d e r w e n t ,  w e r e  b u t t r i a l s  
to  p r e p a r e  f o r  the g l o r y  of  our  future  d e s c e n d a n t s .

H i s t o r y  fu r n i s h e s  no  o ther  e x a m p l e  of  a g o v e r n m e n t  
c r o w d i n g  into  four  s h o r t  y e a r s  of  its e x i s t e n c e ,  the r e 
c o r d  of  g l o r i o u s  d e e d s  that has r e n d e r e d  the n a m e  C o n 
f e d e r a t e  States  i m m o r t a l .

T h e r e  is  in the annals of the p a s t ,  n o  r e c o r d  of  
a n o th er  p e o p le  in a l i f e  t im e  of  a g e n e r a t i o n  e m e r g i n g  
f r o m  the des t i tu t ion  and s u f f e r i n g t o  w h ich  we  w e r e  r e 
d u c e d ,  o c c u p y i n g  the p o s i t i o n  to  w h ich  we a r e  n o w  a d 
v a n c e d  in the c o u n c i l s  of  s t a te s ,  in m a t e r i a l  p r o s 
p e r i t y ,  and in the e s t i m a t i o n  of  m a n k in d .  His  d e v o t i o n  
t o  duty and s tea d fa s t  a d h e r a n c e  to  the p r i n c i p l e s  i m 
p lanted  in his  nature  , and i n t e r w o v e n  in his  v e r y  l i f e  and 
b e in g  a r e  b e s t  i l lu s t r a te d  in this s t a t e m e n t - T o  the  h on or  
o f  the C o n f e d e r a t e  S o l d i e r .

T h e  N o r th  he ld  2 2 0 , 0 0 0  C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i s o n e r s  and 
t w e l v e  p e r  cent  or  26 , 400 d ied  in l o a t h s o m e  p r i s o n  p e n s .

On the w a l ls  o v e r  the e n t r a n c e  to  th e s e  p r i s o n  p en s  , 
m i g h t  w e l l  have  b een  w r i t ten  by the F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t , 
the i n s c r i p t i o n  such  as  is said  to  be wr i t ten  o v e r  the p o r 
ta l  ga tes  of  H e l l ,  " H e  who  e n t e r s  h e r e  l e a v e s  h o p e  b e 
h ind .  "

T h e y  w e r e  o f f e r e d  l i b e r t y  i f  they  would  s w e a r  a l 
l e g i a n c e  to  the F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  It is  sa fe  to  say  
that not  one in a thousand e x c h a n g e d  p r i s o n  l i f e ,  with 
its h o r r o r s  fo r  f r e e d o m  at the p r i c e  of  r e n o u n c in g  a l l e 
g ia n ce  to  his  c o u n t r y ' s  c a u s e .

In this one a c t  of  d e v o t i o n ,  to  w h ich  the w o r ld  f u r 
n i s h e s  no  p a r a l l e l ,  the p r iv a t e  C o n f e d e r a t e  S o ld i e r  sat 
f o r  p o r t r a i t  to  i m m o r t a l i t y .  A g a in  I say  the C o n fe d e r a te
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c au s c  is ti ot a lo  st c au sc  and that the C onfed e r ate So ld ier  
w il l  never  b e f o r g o t t o n ,  however ,  he m ay  have fe lt  in the 
past  that he was neg lected  and the cause  he espou sed  
s a c r i f i c e d  on the altar of  s e l f i s h n e s s .  But he now know s  
in this changing public sent iment ,  that the world  is fast  
r e co gn iz in g  m an 's  rights  to this m o s t  noble b less ing  and 
this change m eans  that,  "W hen the dru m s  sad ro l l  shall  
beat the C on federate  S o ld ie rs  last  tattoo on earth,  not 
honor  a lone ,  but a so l i ta ry  Sentinel,  with silent t read ,  
will  guard his last res t ing  p l a c e . "

The C on fed era te  S o ld ier  clung to the D ec la ra t ion  of 
Independence ,  which d e c la r e s  that gov ern m en t  ex i s t s ,  
for  the p ro tec t ion  of " L i f e  L i b e r t y  and H a p p i n e s s b e 
lieved in a s tr i c t  con s tru c t ion  of the Const itut ion and in 
the p r e se r v a t io n  of State r igh ts .  So when State rights  
w e re  set as id e ,  he was ready  to  str ike for  our hom es  and 
f i r e s id e s  and pour  out his b lood  and if need be to die upon 
the altar of his country .

You left  your  happy Southern h o m e s ,  and rushed to  
the f ray  where honor ca l led  and through four  ye a rs  of  
w ar ,  fought with such b r a v e r y ,  endured such hardships  
and won such bri l lant  v i c t o r i e s  on the batt lef ield  that you 
d e se r v e d  and won the name of the grandest  h e r o e s  the 
w orld  has e ver  known. " T h e  wonder  of  the A g e s . "

It was the pr ivate  so ld ie r  who trudged w eary  and 
foot  s o re  over  r o c k y  and f r o z e n  road s  on t i r e s o m e  
m a r c h e s ,  who so  f e a r l e s s l y  breas ted  the shot and shel l  
of  strong f o r c e s  of the enem y.

It was the pr ivate  so ld ie r  who sh ivered  within the 
ch i l ly  walls of Northern  p r i s o n s ,  half  c lothed  and s c a n 
ti ly  fed .  I have often heard Uncle  T o m  Bai les  speak of 
the way they w e re  treated  and e s p e c i a l l y  fed.  But they 
ch o s e  to die there  rather  than p urchase  f r e e d o m  at the 
p r i c e  of  h o n o r .

S om e one has said ,  to charge  the batter ies  of  the 
enem y re q u ir e s  great  per  sonal  brav ery .  But it s e e m s  to 
m e  for  one 's  l i fe to  be wafted to  the skies  upon the white
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sm oke  of battle,  amid the roar  of m usketry  and the thun
der of the a r t i l l e r y  is a lm o s t  God like,  but it does  not e x 
c eed  the subl ime h e r o i s m  of the so ld ier  , who su f fered  for 
duty 's  sake in the loa thsom e p r i so n ,  who in d e je c t ion  and 
d e s p a i r ,  in neg lect  and unspeakable  su f fer ing ,  re fused  
to  s u rre n d e r  his conv ic t ions  of right and f o rsak e  the flag 
of  his country .

The North  rea l ized  the devot ion  of the Con fed erate  
p r i v a t e s -G e n e r a l  Grant h im s e l f  said:  "If  we r e c r u i t  the 
Southern A r m y  by the exchange of p r i s o n e r s ,  we shall 
have to  f ight on until the whole South is e x te r m in a te d ,1'

The nam e of the Confederate  So ld ier  had b e c o m e  
known the w orld  over for  b r a v e r y ,  but at last ,  in the 
weakened  condit ion of the South, it had to s u c cu m b ,  not 
to v a l o r ,  but to overw helm ing n u m bers .

She s u r r e n d e r e d  less  than 100,000 ragged  half  
s tarved v e t e r a n s ,  to m o r e  than 1 ,000 ,00 0  N orthern  
t r o o p s ,  80 percen t  of which w e re  f o r e i g n e r s .  The c a n 
non 's  mouth was stopped , the l i fe of  the C o n fe d e ra cy  was 
dead,  but no nation ever  r o s e  so  white and fa i r ,  none 
e ver  fe l l  so  pure and f ree  of  c r i m e  with not a b lack  spot 
to m a r  her g lo ry .  You turned with h o r r o r  f r o m  those 
batt le f ie lds  drenched with the blood of your c o m r a d e s ,  
and heart  broken,  with battle s c a r s  and empty s le e ve s  
y o u  started hom ew ard ,  there  to  find p r o b le m s  ever  
m o r e  d i ff icult  to  fa ce .

You left  in '61 a garden of f l o w e r s  and sunshine, and 
the vineclad hills of our sunny South w e re  c lothed in 
wealth and luxury.  You returned in '65 to  f ind nothing 
m o r e  than a w i lderness  of waste an.d deso la t ion .

The whole po l i t i ca l ,  s o c ia l ,  and industria l  fa b r i c  of 
the South lay in ruins .  But you built up your shattered 
fortunes and defeated the a ttem ptto  fasten upon you p o l i - 
t i ca l  d i s g r a c e  and sham e.  But in these y e a rs  you have 
gained v i c t o r ie s  equal in renown to any gained on the 
batt lef ie ld ,  thus proving  your se lves  h e r o e s  of  p eace  as 
wel l  as of w ar .  But in this you w ere  not left  a lone ,  you



w e r e  c h e e r e d  and c o m f o r t e d  by  the n o b le  S o u th e rn  
w o m e n .  T o  the C o n f e d e r a t e  m o t h e r s  is  due the  p r e s e n t  
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  the S o u t h ,  and to  t h e m  d o  we owe  m u c h  
that we have  t o d a y .  T h e  South was  b l e s s e d  with p u r e  and 
gent le  w o m e n  b e f o r e  the w a r ,  but the w a r  b ro u g h t  out 
th e ir  s t ren gth  and n o b i l i t y .  What  they  l e a r n e d  in that 
t e r r i b l e  t r a g i c  s c h o o l ,  p r e p a r e d  t h e m  to  t r a in  the v e t 
e r a n s  and th e ir  son s  and d a u g h te r s  t o  the e t e r n a l  b en e f i t  
of  both .

T h e s e  g l o r i o u s  w o m e n  w e r e  taught  by the h a r d  
s c h o o l s  o f  war  to  do  m a n y  d i s a g r e e a b l e  dut ies  , w h ic h  e n 
ab led  t h e m  to  be true  h e l p m a t e s  to  the i m p o v e r i s h e d  m e n  
of th e S o u th .  T h e y  l e a r n e d  the h er  o i c  l e s  s on of f o r t i tu d e  , 
w h ic h  c a u s e d  t h e m  to  c h e e r ,  to  s u s ta in ,  t o  e n c o u r a g e  the 
m e n  of  the South in that t e r r i b l e  s t r u g g le  t o  re b u i ld  the ir  
d e s o l a t e  h o m e s  and r e s t o r e  th e i r  ru ined  f o r t u n e s .  T h e y  
l e a r n e d  to  think and to  a c t ,  w h i c h  they  then did by  the 
s ide  o f  m e n ,  and by  su ch  h e lp ,  did  the m e n  of  the South 
build  the sp len d id  p r o s p e r i t y  w h ich  n o w  b le s  se s  our 
South land .  T h e  s a m e  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  ena b le  t h e m  to  
sus ta in  th e ir  husb and s  and b ro th e rs ,  m a d e  t h e m  t e a c h  and 
r e a r  a g e n e r a t i o n  of  m e n  and w o m e n  the s t e r n  r e a l i t i e s  
of  p o v e r t y .a n d  to  b r in g  t h e m  up as  the s t r o n g  m e n  and 
w o m e n  who a r e  t o d a y  the p r i d e  of  the South and a d m i 
ra t ion  of the w o r l d , and who  have  c a r r i e d  on the sp lend id  
w o r k  begun b y  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  and m o t h e r s .

T o  th e s e  w o m e n  is  due the c r e d i t  of  edu ca t in g  the 
g e n e r a t i o n ,  w h ich  has g iv e n  the South its  p r e s e n t  p r o s 
p e r i t y  and h a p p i n e s s .  J u s t  c a l l  t o  m in d  the  lon g  l i s t  of  
w o m e n  by w h o s e  p r i v a t i o n s ,  h a r d s h i p s  and s u f f e r in g  the 
c a u s e  of  the C o n f e d e r a c y  w as  s a n c t i f i e d  and m a d e  h o l y , ,  
and t e l l  i f  you  c a n  i f  a ju s t  and r i g h t e o u s  G od  w i l l  p e r m i t  
su ch  s u f f e r i n g  in the c a u s e  o f  r i g h t ,  b ap t i z e d  in the b l o o d  
of  the b r a v e  and h a l l o w e d  by the p r a y e r  s o f  the p u r e . T he  
in n o c e n t  and the g o o d  to  g o  f o r  naught  and r e t u r n  to  
h i m  v o i d .  I do  not  b e l i e v e  it.

But  m y  f r i e n d s  the C o n f e d e r a t e  S o l d i e r  is  fa s t  p a s s i n g
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a w a y .  H is  l o c k s  a r e - n o t  r a v e n  now  on his  s m o o t h  u n 
f u r r o w e d  b r o w ,  n or  is  the s t r e a m  of  his r i c h  you n g  b lo o d  
c our  s ing  th ro u g h  his  ve in s  in the d eep  fu l l  t ide  o f  y o u t h 
ful  pr  id e . H is  fa l len  c h e e k s ,  his t r e m b l i n g  hands and 
t o t t e r i n g  k n e e s  , that s c a r c e  susta in  his  w a s te d  b o d y ,  a r e  
the c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  d i s c h a r g e  s o o n  to  r e l i e v e  h i m  of  f u r 
th e r  s e r v i c e  h e r e .  It d e v o l v e s  on you  sons  and d a u g h te r s  
of  the C o n f e d e r a c y  and t h o s e  who a r e  to  c o m e  a f te r  you  
to  c h e r i s h  his  m e m o r y  to  p r e s e r v e  and k e e p  a l iv e  the 
r e c o r d  of  h is g l o r i o u s  d e e d s .  L e t  this s a c r e d  o b l ig a t i o n  
s ink d e e p  into y o u r  h e a r t s  and te l l  the s t o r y  of  the C o n 
f e d e r a c y  into th e - l i s ten in g  e a r s  of  yo u r  c h i ld r e n , ,  until  
it b e c o m e s  p a r t  o f  th e i r  nature  to  l o v e ,  c h e r i s h ,  and 
d e fen d  the p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  w h ich  y o u r  fa ther  s f o u g h t , b l e d ,  
and d i e d .  D o  not  s l i g h t t h e m  f o r  they  a r e  s a c r e d - g u a r d , 
s h i e l d ,  p r o t e c t  and d e fend  t h e m  f r o m  m i s r  e p r  e sentat ion  
and a b u s e  , n o  m a t te r  w h e n c e  it c o m e s  , and y o u r  c h i l d r e n  
and y o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n  in s u c c e s s i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  
l o o k in g  b a c k  f r o m  the fa r  d is tant  future  w i l l  p r o u d l y  e x 
c l a i m  " I  a m  the d e s c e n d e n t  of  a C o n f e d e r a t e  S o l d i e r . "

D e d i c a t e d  to  the 4th,  A l a b a m a  C a v a lr y

18



A S L A V E  E M A N C I P A T I O N  

A C T  IN EARLY  

NORTH ALABAMA
B y  H e n r y  M a r k s

A n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t im e n t  w as  ev iden t  in the T e n n 
e s s e e  V a l l e y  in the e a r l y  d a ys  of  s ta te h o o d .  J a m e s  
B i r n e y  of  H u n tsv i l l e  w as  the m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  r e s i d e n t  
of  the v a l l e y ,  but t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s ,  of c o u r s e ,  who 
d e s i r e d  the e m a n c i p a t io n  of  s l a v e s .

The s lav e  c o d e  of A l a b a m a  was a c tu a l ly  d e v e l o p e d  
whi le  the state w a s  p a r t  of the M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y .  1 
An a c t  r e s p e c t i n g  s la v e s  was  p a s s e d  by the L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c i l  and H o u se  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i  
T e r  r i t o r y  in G e n e r a l  A s  s e m b l y  on M a r  ch  6 , 1805.  P r o 
v i s i o n s  in c lu d ed  the u s u a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  at that p e r i o d  of 
h i s t o r y  on s la v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  f i r s t  f e w  s e c t i o n s  of 
the a c t  p r o h ib i t e d  s l a v e s  f r o m  le a v in g  t h e i r  o w n e r s  
without  a p a ss  , fr  o m  le a v in g  a p lantat ion  without a p a s s  , 
or c a r r y i n g  o f f e n s iv e  or d e f e n s i v e  w e a p o n s  without 
p e r m i s s i o n  of  the o w n e r .  P e n a l t i e s  in c lu d ed  the u se  
of  the la sh  on the b a r e  b a c k  f o r  e v e r y  su ch  o f f e n s e .  
O ther  s e c t i o n s  of the a c t  p l a c e d  p e n a l t i e s  on p e r s o n s  
p e r m i t t i n g  s l a v e s  w ho  w e r e  not t h e i r s  to  r e m a i n  on 
t h e i r  p la n t a t i o n s ,  and on both w h i tes  and b la c k s  found 
in c o m p a n y  of  s l a v e s  dur ing  un lawfu l  m e e t i n g s  . S e c t i o n  
ten p r o v i d e d  that i f any m a s t e r  or o w n e r  of  a s la v e  
would  a l l o w  the s la v e  to  " g o  at l a r g e  and t r a d e  as a 
f r e e m a n , "  the m a s t e r  or  o w n e r  would  have  to  pay  
$ 5 0 . 0 0 ,  one m o i e t y  (m e a n in g  ha lf)2  go ing  to  any p e r s o n
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ask in g  f o r  it and the o ther  m o i e t y  go ing  to  the t e r r i 
t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h r e e  y e a r s  la ter  a s e c o n d  and th ird  s la v e  a c t  w as  
p a s s e d  by  the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  and H o u s e  of R e p r e 
s e n ta t iv e s  of  the T e r r i t o r y .  On D e c e m b e r  12, 1812, a 
fo u r th  a c t  was  p a s s e d  w h ich  c r e a t e d  the p a t r o l  s y s t e m .  
E v e r y  m i l i t i a  capta in  or  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  a c o m 
pany  w a s  t o  m a k e  a l i s t  of  a l l  m a le  p e r s o n s  within his 
d i s t r i c t .  E v e n  i f  the m a le  w as  a n e w c o m e r  to  the a r e a ,  
a r e s i d e n t  of  l e s s  than ten days  , he w as  to  be p la c e d  on 
the l i s t .  The  m e n  on the p a t r o l  l i s t  w e r e  to  p e r f o r m  
p a t r o l  d u t i e s ,  but they  cou ld  send su b s t i tu te s .

W h e n  A l a b a m a  b e c a m e  a state the f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  
p a s s e d  an a c t  fu r th er  d e v e l o p in g  the p a t r o l  s y s t e m  and 
the g e n e r a l  r e g u la t i o n  of  s l a v e s .  But  what about  s la v e  
o w n e r s  w ho  wanted to  f r e e  th e i r  s l a v e s ?  W hat  w e r e  
the ir  c h a n c e s  of  do ing  s o ?  O b v i o u s l y , t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  
r e a s o n s  why both c i v i l  a u th o r i t i e s  and s la v e  o w n e r s  
g e n e r a l l y  wanted to  r e s t r i c t t h e  f r e e in g  o f  s l a v e s .  T h e  
f i r s t  c o n s t i tu t i o n  of  A l a b a m a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s tated  that 
the G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  of  the state h a d n o  p o w e r  to  e n a c t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v id in g  fo r  the e m a n c ip a t i o n  of  s l a v e s
without  the c o n s e n t  of  th e ir  o w n e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  was  g iven  the p o w e r  to  enact  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  
p e r m i t  o w n e r s  to  f r e e  th e ir  s l a v e s ,  p r o v i d e d  r ig h ts  of  
c r e d i t o r s  o f  the o w n e r s  would  not be  r e d u c e d  by  the 
e m a n c i p a t i o n  of s l a v e s  o f  an o w n e r .  In o ther  w o r d s  
s l a v e s  c o u ld  be f r e e d  and at a la ter  t im e  be taken  b a c k  
into  s l a v e r y  to  be so ld  to s a t i s fy  c l a i m s  e i th e r  in law  
or equ i ty  that w e r e  held a g a in s t  the s lav e  o w n e r  at the 
t i m e  he f r e e d  his s l a v e s .  Thus  the p r o c e s s  of  e m a n 
c ip a t io n  of s l a v e s  w a s  not a l l o w e d  on a g e n e r a l  b a s i s ,  
t h e r e b y  g r e a t l y  r e s t r i c t i n g  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  The  p r o c e s s  
w ould  have  to be on an ind iv idua l  c a s e  b a s i s ,  a p r o c e s s  
only  gu a ra n teed  by state l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  A c t s  of  
e m a n c i p a t i o n  p a s s e d  by  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  
p r o v i d e d  the gu id e l in e s  and c o n d i t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r
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the s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  of  the f r e e i n g  of  s l a v e s .
A n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  the p r o c e s s  of  e m a n c i p a t i o n  

by  a c t  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and the r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  
upon e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  can  be found in an a c t  a u t h o r i z in g  
G i l b e r t  D .  T a y l o r  of  L i m e  s tone  C ounty " t o  e m a n c i p a t e  
c e r t a i n  s l a v e s  t h e r e i n  n a m e d . "  T h e  a c t  was  p a s s e d  on 
D e c e m b e r  8 , 1822,  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  A l a b a m a  was a d 
m it ted  to  the Union .  It is  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e  as p r o m u l 
gated ra th e r  than g e n e r a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  , not on ly  b e c a u s e  
it is an e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  but b e c a u s e  it in v o l v e s  p e o p l e  
of  the T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of»Representatives 
oi.the State of Alabama, in general assembly  convened,
That Gilbert D. Tay lor ,  of the county of Limestone ,  
be, and he is hereby authorized to emancipate the f o l 
lowing named slaves , to wit: John Rawlins , Jack Lewis ,
John Fel lows,  Thener, a woman, all over the age of 
twenty-one, on the f irst  day of J a n u a r  y next; and 
Fanny, Susan, Nancy, T o m,  and George ,  under that 
age, so soon as the said Gilbert D. Taylor  shall have 
executed to.the judge of the county court  of Limestone 
county, and his su ccessors  in off ice ,  a bond, with suf
ficient security,  that said John Rawlitls, Jack Lewis ,
J o h n  Fe l lows ,  Thener, Fanny, Susan, Nancy, Tom, 
and George,  shall never become char gable to the state 
of Alabama,  or any county or ' t ow n within the same: 
Provided,  Thatnothing in this act contained shall be so 
construed, as to affect the right of the credi tor  s of said 
Tay lor ,  but that said negroes hereby authorized to be 
emancipated shall be at all t imes during their contin
uance in this state, liable to betaken in execution, and 
in default of other sufficient property,  be sold to s a 
tisfy any judgment or decree founded on any contract or 
c ia im either inlaw or equity, now existing against said 
Taylor :  Provided also,  That the said negroes hereby 
authorized to be emancipated, shall remove  out of this 
state within ten months, and shall not return to reside 
v.ithinthe same M anytime thereafter:  Prov ided also,
That the wife of said Taylor  shall upon examination by 
the judge of the county court,  apart f rom  her husband, 
j ive her free and voluntary consent to the emancipation 
of said negroes,  which consent shall be entered of r e 
cord in said court .
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^Harry Toulmin, A Dii’ est Of The Laws Of The State Of 
Alabama: Containint; The Statutes And Resolutions In F o rce  
At The End Of The General Assembly  In Januarv , 182 3 . (Ca - 
hawba: Ginn & Curtis,  1823) contains the slave code of the 
Mississ ipp i  Terr i tory  and the state of Alabama from 1805 
to January 2 , 1823 . A copy of this rare work is located in the 
Zeit ler  R oom  of the Huntsville Public Library.

^Joseph E. W orcester ,  A Dictionary of the EnglishLan-  
euage (Boston: Hickling, Swan, And Brewer ,  1860), 922.
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ECHOES OF THE P A S T

B y  R a n ' e  P r u i t t

In this  i s s u e  of  the R e v i e w , we a r e  p l e a s e d  to  i n 
t r o d u c e  a s e r i e s  of  28 a r t i c l e s  ent i t led  " E c h o e s  o f  the 
P a s t :  O ld  M a h o g a n y  T a b l e  S t o r i e s . "  F i r s t  p u b l i sh e d  
in T h e  H u n tsv i l l e  D e m o c r a t  beg in n in g  in O c t o b e r ,  1909,  
the a r t i c l e s  w e r e  w r i t ten  by V i r g i n i a  C .  C l a y .  She and 
her  s i s t e r ,  S u z a n n e  C l a y ,  owned  and pu b l i sh ed  the 
D e m o c r a t ,  w h ich  th ey  in h e r i t e d  f r o m  th e ir  f a t h e r ,  John 
W i t h e r s  C l a y .

" E c h o e s  o f  the P a s t "  c o n ta in s  s t o r i e s  of f a m i l y  and 
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  e a r l y  H u n t s v i l l i a n s , and p r o v i d e  an 
ins ight  into  the c u l t u r e  of  a n t i - b e l l u m  H u n t s v i l l e .  The 
a r t i c l e s  w e r e  b a s e d  on s t o r i e s  to ld  by  m e m b e r s  of the 
C l a y  f a m i l y a s  they  sat a rou n d  the old m a h o g a n y  tab le  , 
w h i c h f i r s t  b e l o n g e d  t o J o h n  Hay w o o d  L e w i s  , V i r g i n i a ' s  
m a t e r n a l  g r a n d fa th e r  in 1825.  A s  the m a h o g a n y  tab le  
was  p a s s e d  dow n  to  V i r g i n i a ,  with it c a m e  s t o r i e s  o f  the 
p r o m i n e n t  s o c i a l  l i fe  of  e a r l y  H u n t s v i l l e .

F a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  p r o v i d e s  the b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  the 
s t o r i e s .  D u r in g  the 19th c e n t u r y ,  the C l a y s  had b e e n  
one o f  H u n t s v i l l e ' s  m o s t  p r o m  i n e n t and in t e r e s t i n g  
f a m i l i e s .  V i r g i n i a ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  C l e m e n t  C o m e r  
C l a y ,  m o v e d  to  H u n tsv i l l e  in 1811 and q u i c k ly  b e c a m e  an 
i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a n .  He s e r v e d  in both the A l a b a m a  
T e r r i t o r y  and State L e g i s t a t u r e .  He w a s  c h a i r m a n  of 
the c o m m i t t e e  to  d r a f t  the A l a b a m a  C onst i tu t ion  and be~

23



q a.me the f i r s t  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  of  A l a b a m a .  L a t e r  he w as  
e l e c t e d  G o v e r n o r  and U . S .  Sen ator  f r o m  A l a b a m a .

T w o  of  g o v e r n o r  C l a y ' s  sons  w e r e  p r o m i n e n t  
l e a d e r s  of th e i r  day .  C l e m e n t  C l a i b o r n e  b e c a m e  one of  
the m o s t  d i s t in g u is h e d  v o i c e s  fo r  S outhern  R ig h ts  in the 
U . S .  Senate  dur ing  the 18 5 0 's .  He la ter  s e r v e d  in the 
C o n f e d e r a t e  C o n g r e s s  and was  i m p r i s o n e d  with J e f f 
e r s  on D a v is  fo r  c o n s p i r a c y  in the as sas  s inat ion  of 
P  re  s ident A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n . J o h n W i t h e r s ,  the a u t h o r ' s  
fa ther  was  e d i to r  of  the D e m o c r a t  f o r  o v e r  40 y e a r s  
unti l  his  death in 1896.

T h e  Ol d  Ma h o g a n y  T a b l e  St o r i e s

T h e  old m a h o g a n y  tab le  b e c a m e  v e r y  s e n t im e n t a l  
t ' o t h e r  da y  and as arou n d  its h e a r t  the t r i u m v i r a t e  sat ,  
e r e  its l ids  w e r e  c l o s e d  and the " s i l e n c e  c l o t h "  had 
s t r u c k  T h e  Old H o m e ,  the turn  o f  c o n v e r s e  was  t o w a r d  
Th e  G r o v e - w i t h  its s e n t im e n ts  , s o c i a l  g l o r i e s  , f r a g r a n t  
with m e m o r i e  s . M a r y  M a r g a r e t  B e t t s ,  ( G r a n d m a  L e w 
is )  and B a r t l e y  M .  Lowe^ w e r e  sent  to  H u n tsv i l l e  about  
the y e a r  1811 by  the ir  f a t h e r s ,  S a m u e l  Bet ts  and John T .  
L o w e ,  f r  o m  F 1 o r i d a w h e r e  th ey  owned th ou sa n d s  of  
a c r e s  of  land ,  a par t  of  the A r r e d o n d o  Span ish  t r a c t ,  
on the E a s t  c o a s t .  M r .  and M r s .  F e n w i c k ,  w h o m  B a r t 
l e y  and M a r y  c a l l e d  U n c le  and Aunt ,  took  c a r e  of  the 
m o t h e r l e s s  c h i l d r e n  with a l l  the t e n d e r n e s  s that p a r e n t s  
c o u ld  b e s t o w ,  and they  l o v e d  t h e m  in l i fe  and r e v e r e n c e d  
t h e m  in death .  The  c h i l d r e n  ro d e  t h r e e  m i l e s  to  s c h o o l  
on h o r s e b a c k :  M a r y  would  r id e  behind B a r t l e y  with her  
a r m s  c l o s e  around  his w a is t ,  a n d - ( H e r e  the old m a 
h o g a n y  tab le  began  c h u c k l i n g ) - f o r  when G r a n d m a  was  
90 y e a r s  old she k i s s e d  L u c y ,  B a r t l e y ' s  d a u g h te r ,  
with m o r e  than u su a l  f e r v o r ,  c o n f e s s i n g  with a b lu sh ,  
that:  -  " I  did it b e c a u s e  she loo k e d  l ike  B a r t l e y .  (W e 
laugh) Y e s ,  I a lw a y s  l o v e d  h im l  He was  the n i c e s t  boy  
I e v e r  knew'. He n e v e r  t e a s e d  m e ,  and would have  whipt 
any other b o y  that d a re d  t r y  it'." T h is  was  sa id  with the
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s p i r i t  o f  p r i d e  and f i r e  of  a 16- y e a r - o l d  g i r l  with h e r  
f i r s t  l o v e r  and d e f e n d e r .  T h en  she b ega n  h u m m in g  
s o f t l y : -  " O h  t h e r e ' s  nothing h a l f  s o  s w e e t  in l i f e ,  A s  
L o v e ' s  Y ou n g  D r e a m . "

G r a n d m a  was  14 y e a r s  of  a g e  when she last  r o d e  b e 
hind B a r t l e y .

W e l l ,  we would  have  laughed  ou tr ig h t  but the old m a 
h ogan y  ta b le  got  a l m o s t  b la c k  in the f a c e  and l o o k e d  as  
i f  it would  l ike  to  k i c k  us i f i ts old  l e g s  w e r e n ' t  s o  s t i f f .  
W e  h u s h e d 1.

The  m a h o g a n y  r e m i n d e d  m e  and the Old  P o r t r a i t s  on 
the w a l l s  o f  T he  G r o v e  have  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  the c e n 
t u r i e s .

ASHES O F  ROSES

A s h e s  of  R o s e s l  A h ,  b eaut i fu l  P a s t l
In A s h e s  of  R o s e s  e m b a l m e d  thou art'.
L i k e  a s h a d o w y  p h a n to m ,  ho ld ing  fas t
T o  m e m o r i e s  sw e e t  e n s h r i n e d  in the 

h e a r t !
A s h e s  of  R o s e s ' .  L i k e  the p a s s in g  

b re a th
Of  the se t t in g  sun,  as it s e e k s  its r e s t ,

O n  d a r k  c l o u d s  that ga ther  to  w a tc h
d a y ' s  death ,

L e a v e s  a t e n d e r  g l o w ,  by  the P a s t  
c a r e s t !

A s h e s  o f  R o s e s l  The  p a s s i o n s  a r e  dead
That  he ld  thee  to  ear th  with a m b i t i o n ' s  

f i r e ;
The  r o s e s  a r e  faded' .  The  t e a r s  a r e  a l l  

s h e d '.
And A s h e s  of  R o s e s  now  twine  the 

l y r e  1
T he  m e l o d i e s  h e a r d  a r e  r ip p l in g  and 

s w e e t -



A n E c h o  of  R o s e  L e a v e s '  s h o w e r ,  that 
sw a y s

Soft  on the e a r - t o  the th ro b b in g  h ea rt  
b e a t s ;

'N eath  A s h e s  of  R o s e s  a r e  b u r i e d  old 
days

O c t o b e r  5, 1909 V i r g i n i a  C .  C la y

W h e n  this  town of o u r s ,  with al l  the c o u n t r y ,  la y  
in a f o r e s t  of  g re a t  n atura l  f e r t i l i t y ,  but without  c u l 
t iv a t ion  and the g r e a t  c o m m o n w e a l t h  of  the Sou th 's  
M o t h e r  State ,  V i r g i n i a  was  not  y e t  f o r t y  y e a r s  o ld ,  a 
s p i r i t  a w a k en ed  with e n t h u s ia s m  fo r  e x p a n s i o n ,  f o r  a d 
v e n t u r e  and d i s c o v e r y ,  in the young  m e n .  T h e y  d r i f t e d  
in d r o v e s - t h e s e  sons  of  n o b le  s i r e s - f r o m  the T h i r t e e n  
C o l o n i e s  o v e r  the v a s t  v i r g i n  f o r e s t s  of  the South and 
m i d d l e  W e s t ,  s o m e  with a n ob le  p a t r i m o n y ,  in d o l l a r s  
and c e n t s ,  and o th e r s  with a s p i r i t  of thr i f t  and e n e r g y  
that w o u ld n ' t  d ie .  The  r e v o lu t i o n  had g iven  a r o u s in g  
shake to  the l e t h a r g i c  e n e r g i e s  o f  the p e o p l e .  M in d s  
that had b e e n  turned  to  p o l i t i c s  and t o  s p e c u l a t i o n s - t o  
the n e g l e c t  o f  p o l i t e  l e t t e r s - b e c a m e  a l e r t  with i n t e l 
l e c t u a l  a m b i t i o n  and c u l t u r e ,  and a redundant  supp ly  of  
the b e s t  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  was  o r d e r e d  f r o m E n g l a n d -  
f o r  a f te r  a l l ,  the M o t h e r  C o u n t r y  was  r e c o g n i z e d  by  h e r  
r e f r a c t o r y  c h i l d r e n  as s u p e r i o r .  W i ld  f o r e s t s  b e c a m e  
f i e ld s  o f  r i c h e s t  g ra in :  C o t t o n w a s  . c r o w n e d ,  and m in d s  
of  t h o s e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p i o n e e r s  b egan  to  expand t o  the 
r e a l i z a t i o n  that they had a r i c h  h e r i t a g e  of  ta lents  as  
S t a t e s m e n ,  as w r i t e r s ,  e x e c u t i v e s ,  with a s t r o n g  c o m -  
m e r i c a l  in f lu e n c e .  Su-ch w e r e  the p i o n e e r s  w h o  m a d e  
A l a b a m a  and who  p e o p le d  M a d i s o n  County  and H u n ts 
v i l l e ,  and w hich  they  have  i r r a d i a t e d  with the ir  own 
l ight ,  and is r e f l e c t e d  b a c k  upon t h e m  as the y e a r s  a d 
v a n c e .

The  G r o v e  w as  e r e c t e d  by  C o l .  L e r o y  P o p e ,  2 and 
b e f o r e  the f in ish ing  to u c h e s  w e r e  m a d e ,  he d e c i d e d  to
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r i s e  up h i g h e r ,  not S o u l fu l ly  sp ea k in g  but r e s i d e n t i a l l y  
a bo v e  his f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  ( o l  " P o p e ' s , "  n ow  E c h o l s
H i l l ) .  D r .  J a m e s  Manning^ bought  the m a n s io n  with 
its  31 a c r e s  o f  m a g n i f i c e n t  f o r e s t  o a k s ,  e l m s  and other  
in d igen ou s  t r e e s . A f t e r  his  d ea th ,  his w id o w  p r e s e n t e d  
it to h er  on ly  d a u g h t e r ,  S a r a h  S o p h ia ,  who b e c a m e  the 
wi fe  of  B a r t l e y  L owe . It is  a b r i c k  m a n s i o n , of m a s s i v e  
bu i ld ,  with a l o f t y  c o l o n n a d e , (added  by M r .  L o w e )  s u p 
p o r t e d  by c o m m a n d i n g ,  r ob u s t  D o r i c  c o l u m n s  that m e a 
s u r e  one hundred  and s ix ty  f o u r  in c h e s  in c i r c u m f e r e n c e  
at the b a s e  , and 111 in c h e s  a rou n d  the shaft .  It is s t r i c t l y  
what an a r t i s t i c  b u i ld e r  m i g h t  c a l l  a r c h i t e c t o n i c ,  with 
the c o l u m n s  running f r o m  a stone  c o l o n n a d e ,  with b r o a d  
s tone  s t e p s ,  s i x t e e n  m o d u l e s  in h e ight ,  and s u r m o u n te d  
by h e a v y  a r c h i t r a y e s  on e n t a b l a t u r e s .  T he  top is  ju s t  
b e l o w  the e a v e s  of  the m a n s i o n .  T he  f r on t  w a l l s  w e r e  
d e c o r a t e d  with p i l a s t e r s  o f  the s a m e  o r d e r  of  a r c h i 
t e c t u r e .  Its w h o l e  a p p e a r a n c e  is  d i s t in g u is h e d  by a 
P a l la d ia n  c h a r a c t e r  of r i c h ,  tho s o m b e r  o r n a m e n t  i n 
d i ca t in g  that it w as  bui lt  in the f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  the n i n e 
teenth c e n t u r y .  A f ine lawn s t i l l  s u r r o u n d s  it ,  shaded  
by v e n e r a b l e  o a k s ,  e l m s ,  and m a p l e s ,  and latter  day  
q u een ly  m a g n o l i a s ,  that bud and b l o o m  e a c h  y e a r  in a 
w ealth  of  g r a n d i f l o r a  m o o n - l i t  b l o s s o m s ,  s o  w h i te ,  s o  
s ta te ly ,  as t o  d e fy  the r i v a l r y  of  the r ip p l in g  pink c r e p e  
m y r t l e ,  the v a r i - h u e d ,  s t i f f  a l th ea s  , and the b i l l o w s  of  
y e l l o w  and r e d  l i l i e s ,  of  white  and go ld  d a f f o d i l s ,  that 
sw ay  and nod in the b r e e z e s  of  e a r l y  s p r in g  and s u m m e r  
d a y s .  T h e n  the r i c h  v e r d u r e  of  b o x  that out l ines  the 
w h i te ,  p e b b l y  w a lk s ,  and w ind ing  i t s e l f  into  a l a b y 
r inth ine  p y r a m i d a l  c l u s t e r  d i r e c t l y  in f r o n t  of  the c o l 
onnade ,  and a s h o w e r  of  s p a r k l in g  j e w e l s  s p r a y  on the 
white  o r c h i d  l i l i e s  b e l o w ,  f r o m  a f o u n t a i n - " T o  w h o s e  
f a l l  m e l o d i o u s  b i r d s  s ing  m a d r i g a l s . "

A  p o n d e r o u s  b r a s s  k n o c k e r  m a r k e d  L O W E  is the 
e n u n c ia t o r .  A  w e l c o m e  g r a c i o u s  and s w e e t  is  a s s u r e d  
f r  017a the la dy  of  the m a n s i o n , M i s  s S a r a h  M anning  L  ow e  ,

27



on ly  s u r  v i v  i n  g ch i ld  of  G e n .  B a r t l e y  M a r t in  L o w e .  
P a s s i n g  th rou g h  the s p a c i o u s  h a l l ,  you  enter  e l e g a n t  
old d ou b le  p a r l o r s ,  with the b r o a d  fo ld in g  d o o r s ,  r i c h l y  
f u r n i s h e d  in old m a h o g a n y  d iv a n s ,  s o f a s ,  c h a i r s ,  t a 
b l e s ,  and on the h a n d s o m e  m a h o g a n y  s i d e b o a r d  a r e  the 
s i l v e r  c a n d e l a b r a s  and c u t g l a s s  that have  s c in t i l i a t e d  
fr  o m  it n e a r l y  a c e n t u r y , and gold -  f r a m e d  p i e r  g l a s s e s -  
t e l l  t h o s e  a s h e s  of  r o s e s  s t o r i e s  o v e r  and o v e r  a g a in .  
A nd  the  Old  P  o r t r a i t s on the w a l l ,  f r o m  the ir  go ld  
f r a m e s ,  c o r r o b o r a t e  t h e m - a n d  the m a h o g a n y  tab le  s a y s  
th ey  a r e  t r u e .

N o w l  w i l l  t e l l  you  the s t o r y  about  t h o s e  o i l p o r t r a i t s  
of  the M a n n in gs  , p a i n t e d by  John C .  G r i m e s 4  in the 
tw e n t ie s  and of  the L o w e s  and D a v i s e s ,  pa inted  by M r .  
W i l l i a m  F r y e ,  5 in the '40 s  and ' 5 0 s ,  ju s t  as the m a 
h o g a n y  tab le  to ld  it to  m e .

H e r e  is  D r .  J a m e s  M anning ,  d r e s s e d  in a c o l o n i a l  
su it ,  with a ru f f l ed  sh i r t ,  high s t o c k ,  and a b r o a d  c l o th  
suit  o f  an up to  c o l o n i a l - d a t e  cut .  His  f a c e  is  as  b e a r d 
l e s s  as  a b o y ,  and w as  so  to  death ,  and his ha ir  b r o w n  
with e y e s  that a r e  gent le  and kind though a d ign i ty ,  a l 
m o s t  an a r r o g a n c e  is  b e t r a y e d - t h a t  d ign ity  and a r r o 
g a n c e  that a l lo w s  n o  f a m i l i a r i t y ,  p e r m i t s  n o  b r e a c h  of  
e t iq u e t te .  He c a r r i e s  a h a n d s o m e  go ld  head c a n e .

T he  old m a h o g a n y  table  sa ys  that D r .  M anning  c o u ld  
be  t r u s t e d  as a f r i e n d .

He c a m e  f r o m  E ngland to  A m e r i c a  with the tw o  B ib b  
b r o t h e r s ,  W i l l i a m  Wyatt  and T h o m a s  B i b b , ^  who  b e 
c a m e  the f i r s t  tw o  G o v e r n o r s  of  A l a b a m a .

T h o m a s  B ibb  and J a m e s  M a n n i n g  f e l l  in l o v e  in 
H u n t s v i l l e ,  and p r e s e n t e d  the ir  s w e e t h e a r t s  with th e ir  
m i n i a t u r e s ,  set  in g o ld ,  pa inted  on i v o r y ,  and brou gh t  
f r o m  E ng la nd .  D r .  Manning w o o e d ,  won and m a r r i e d  
the daughter  of  M r .  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n ,  ( b e t te r  known 
as "O ld  B lue  T h o m p s o n "  b e c a u s e  he w as  known to  k eep  
his m  o n e y in a b lue bag and,  h u m o r in g  the p e r s o n a l  
a l lu s i o n ,  had his  p o r t r a i t  taken ho ld ing  his  iblue bag ) .
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S arah  Sophia  P r o v i d e n c e  was an h e i r e s s ,  yo u n g ,  f a i r ,  
a t t r a c t i v e ,  and her  p r e s e n c e  lent  d ign i ty  to  the Manning  
m a n s io n  at T h e  G r o v e ,  and as an id e a l  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
m a t r o n  and m o t h e r  in the go ld  f r a m e  she a p p e a r s .  
M i s t r e s s  S a r a h  Sophia  P r o v i d e n c e  T h o m p s o n  w e a r s  an 
a s h e s  of  r o s e s  g o w n  of  s i lk ,  m a d e  in the m o s t  d is  - 
t r a c t i n g l y  c h a r m i n g  E m p i r e  s t y l e .  A  r a r e  w ide  l a c e  
r u f f l e  arou n d  the t h r o a t  and s l e e v e  r e l i e v e s  the v e r y  
p r o n o u n c e d  s i m p l i c i t y  of  the gown;  a high  c r o w n e d  h o o d -  
f i tt ing  cap  of  f l i m y  r a r e  l a c e  w o r n  on the a r i s t o c r a t i c  
head m a k e s  the w e a r e r  a p p e a r  t w i c e  as old as she r e a l l y  
w a s ,  fo r  she  w as  m a r r i e d  in h er  e a r l y  t e e n s ,  and her  
f i r s t  ch i ld  F e l i x  M anning  as  a lad of  f iv e  y e a r s  is  in the 
p o r t r a i t  with his  m o t h e r .

On the w a l l  o p p o s i t e  h er  m o t h e r  is a p o r t r a i t  of  the 
b e l o v e d  d a u g h t e r ,  S a r a h  S o p h ia ,  quaint ly  gow ned  in a 
b lue s i lk  E m p i r e  , t r i m m e d  in l a c e  ( T h o s e  l a c e s  o f  M r s  . 
Manning and M r .  L o w e  a r e  in the f a m i l y  s t i l l ,  and w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  be c h e r i s h e d  by  w e e  y e a r - o l d  Sophie  L o w e  
Y o u n g ,  the 5th g e n e r a t i o n  b e a r in g  the n a m e  of  S o p h i e . )  
C l o s e  t o  h e r  m o t h e r  is  S oph ie  L o w e  D a v is  in a s m a l l  
ova l  f r a m e .  She b e c a m e  the w i fe  of  h a n d s o m e  N i c h o l a s  
D a v i s ,  who  bought  The  G r o v e ,  k e e p in g  it in the f a m i l y  
f o r  the c e n t u r y  that c l o s e d  on A u g u s t  23 ,  1909.  W e  of  
this g e n e r a t i o n  knew  d e a r  " M i s s  S o p h i e ; "  she le f t  a r a y  
of  sunshine  that i l l u m in e s  h e r  m e m o r y  and M r .  F r y e  
in h er  p o r t r a i t  cau gh t  a s w e e t  m o m e n t .  T h o  not  a c a n -  
t a t r i c e ,  she  sang s o n g s  of the h e a r t ,  in v o i c e  s w e e t ,  
r e s p o n s i v e  and with b eaut i fu l  p a t r i c i a n  hands she  p la y e d  
h e r  a c c o m p a n i m e n t s  on a h a rp  , c l e a r l y  and r y t h m i c a l l y . 
And  -

H e r  h a rp  is  h e r e ,  its  s i l v e r  s t r in g  
Is m u te  s i n c e  she la s t  w a k 'd  a p a r t in g  lay ;

T o  s w e e p  its  c h o r d s  would  on ly  b r in g  
to  f r i e n d s  a t u n e l e s s  ta le  of  its d e c a y  
Y e s  t h e r e  it s ta n d s ,  s l o w  m o u l d e r i n g ,
Its s w e e t n e s s  g o n e ,  its p a s s i o n s  q u e l 'd ,
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'R ound  it A s h e s  of R o s e s  loudly  c l in g ,  
L i k e  w i t h e r 'd  hopes  in m e m o r y  held'.

T h e r e  is a hush,  as in the g l o a m in g ,  
the s i l e n c e  c lo th  is laid with m o r e  than 
u su a l  t e n d e r n e s s  on the old m a h oga n y  
and we qu ie t ly  s l ip away  fo r  a w h i le .

V i r g i n i a  C .  C la y

The G r o v e
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G r i m e s  i n t h e  Tw e n t i e s

F r y e  F r o m  18^7 t o  1872

TH E  G R O V E  has tw o  p o r t r a i t s  that a r e  c h e r i s h e d  
fo r  the p a t r i o t s  that they  r e p  r e s e n t - R o b e r t  J o s e p h  
L o w e ^  (the fa ther  of  R o b e r t  J .  L o w e  of  B i r m i n g h a m ) ,  
and W i l l i a m  M anning  L o w e  - a s  hands o m e  a c o u p le  of  b o y s  
as c ou ld  be s e e n  a n y w h e r e . M r .  F r y e  painted  the future  
s o l d i e r s  in the e a r l y  ' 5 0 s .  T h e  f i r s t  t o e - i n  of  war  in 
1861 that f i r e d  the p a t r i o t i s m  of the South,  a r o u s e d  the 
M a d i s o n  C ou n ty  b o y s  to  a c t i o n ,  and in C o l .  E g b e r t  G .  
J o n e s ' s ^  b r a v e  c o m m a n d  they  m a r c h e d  a w a y ,  R o b e r t  
J.  L o w e  in the H u n ts v i l l e  C o m p a n y ,  m a r c h i n g  with his  
bo ld  c o m r a d e s  . W i l l i a m  M . L o w e  was then 18 y e a r  s old 
and was  a student at the U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a .  He  was  
g iven  his  o r d e r s  f r o m  h o m e  not to  l e a v e  the U n i v e r s i t y  
with the b o y s  who j o in e d  the r e g i m e n t  r a n k s ,  but t o  r e 
m a in  with his b o o k s  at s c h o o l .  T he  h o m e  o r d e r s  w e r e  
n o t o b e y e d - h e  ran a w a y ,  j o i n e d  C o l .  J o n e s ' s  b r a v e  m e n ’ 
in the f i r s t  e n g a g e m e n t  at M a n a s s a s , w h e r e  'the F o u r t h  
A l a b a m a  R e g i m e n t  m a d e  a n a m e  f o r  the m i l i t a r y  annals  
of Southern  h i s t o r y ,  u n p a r a l l e l e d  f o r  c o u r a g e .

On the ba t t l e f i e ld  , R o b e r t  J .  fa inted  and had an a t tack  
of c o n g e s t i o n  o f  the b r a in  c a u s e d  f r o m  c a m p  f e v e r ,  and 
his b o y  b r o t h e r  was  shot  in the f o r e h e a d .  C o l .  Hugh 
L a w s o n C l a y  b r o u g h t t h e m  h o m e  to  d i e .  A f t e r  s i x w e e k s  
of  acute  s u f f e r in g  R o b e r t  d i e d ,  b e l i e v i n g  that a f e d e r a l  
bu l le t  had k i l l e d  his b r o t h e r  and his  b o d y  was le f t  on the 
ba t t l e f i e ld  at M a n a s s a s .  W i l l i a m ' s  skull  w as  s e r i o u s l y  
f r a c t u r e d , and had to  be t r e p h i n e d ; the t iny  bone  r e m o v e d  
fr o m  his  skull  was  pr e s e r  ved by his s i s t e r  , M r  s . C l in - 
ton D a v i s ,  (Sue L o w e )  and is  s t i l l  in h e r  d e s k .  W i l l i a m  
r e c o v e r e d ,

" S t i l l  the gl int  of  h is  s t e e l  b lue  eye  
T o ld  of  a s p i r i t  that w o u ld n ' t  d i e . "  

a n d a g a i n h e  e n t e r e d  the C o n f e d e r a t e  ranks  a t M u r f r e e s -
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b o r o ,  and r e m a i n e d  t i l l  the w ar  c l o s e d ,  c o u r a g e o u s  to  
the l a s t - l i v i n g  to  be the j o y  and c o m f o r t  of  his f a m i l y .  
What  a g l o r i o u s  v o i c e  he hadl H ow  the r i c h ,  m e l l o w  
to n e s  rang  out in " T e n t in g  T o n i g h t , "  and in w h a t t e n d e r  
n o t e s  did he sing  his  own c o m p o s i t i o n ,  " J e a n i e  M o r 
r i s o n ; "  and " T h e  H a rp  that o n c e  thru  T a r a ' s  H a l l "  was 
n e v e r  aw a k en ed  to  s w e e t e r  m  e l o d y  than when the c h o r d s  
w e r e  s w e l l e d  by  W i l l i a m  Manning L o w e .

E l l i e  L o w e ,  f r e s h ,  fa i r  and s w e e t  as  a f l o w e r ,  in a 
l o w  n e c k  gown o f  s h e e r e s t  white o r g a n d y ,  v e r y  t iny  in 
the w a i s t  and v e r y  fu l l  in the s k ir t  l o o k s  at you  with 
e y e s  to  old and s o l e m n  for a g i r l .  She d ied  in the ' 5 0 s ,  
a ged  16. M r  F r y e  pa inted h e r  l i f e - s i z e  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  
p o r t r a i t .

T h e  m a h o g a n y  tab le  began  to  s m i l e  and sa id :  T h o s e  
old  t i m e s  b e f o r e  the C i v i l  W a r ,  w e r e  funny old: t i m e s ;  
t h e r e  w a s  a d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  the t i m e s  n o w - a - d a y s .  
N o w ,  W e e k - e n d  H ou se  P a r t i e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  the m o s t  
e l e g a n t  th ing ,  with the inv i tat ion  to  c o m e  F r i d a y  and 
l e a v e  Sunday night ,  or as e a r l y  M o n d a y  as p o s s i b l e .  
T h e  G r o v e  H o u se  P a r t i e s  w e r e  an e n d le s s  ch a in ,  that 
b e g a n  the f i r s t  of J anuary  last ing  unti l  D e c e m b e r  31st.  
W e e k -e n d ' .  N o  end ,  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s ;  old Janus d idn ' t  
have  t i m e  to  l ook  ba c k :  He p o s i t i v e l y  had to  adopt  the 
r u b b e r  n e c k  s y s t e m  to  keep  both f a c e s  on the fu tu r e .  
It was  a c o m m o n  o c c u r r e n c e  to have  a d e a r  f r i e n d  r id e  
up in his  c o a c h  to  n u r s e  the b ab y ,  and l i t t le  Dinah to  
p la y  with the b ig g e r  c h i l d r e n ,  m a m a ' s  m a id ,  p a p a ' s  
c o a c h m a n  and s p e c i a l  m a n  s e r v a n t ,  and,  i f  the r a c e s  
w e r e  on,  l it t le  b la c k  P o m p e y  " t o  r id e  M a h s r ' s  p r i z e  
m a r e . "  T h e y  c a m e  u n a w a r e s  , but t h a t  w as  n oth ing .  
E v e r y b o d y  was  de l ighted  1 The  D a r k i e s  s c u r r i e d .  Mint  
ju le p s  w e r e  s e r v e d  in c u t g l a s s e s .  " B i g  pot  and l it t le  
o n e s ? "  T h e y  had n o  u s e  f o r  l it t le  p o t s ; e v e r y t h in g  was  
b ig ;  two  d o z e n ,  with c r e a m  g r a v y  by the ha l f  ga l lon ,  
and ev e r y th in g  e l s e  in p r o p o r t i o n - "  k a s e  Mahsr 's  n i g g e r s  
et fu m  de white f o l k s ' s  t a b l e ,  d e y  sho  d i d . "  T h e  th i rd
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s t o r y  of  T h e  G r o v e  was  one l a r g e  r o o m  and u s e d  as a 
banquet  ha l l ,  w h e r e  a c o l l a t i o n  was  s p r e a d  that would 
have  m a d e  L u c u i l u s  g r e e n  with e n v v .  T h e  d anc ing  and 
s ing ing  was  in the d o u b le  p a r l o r s  b e l o w ,  and the f i d 
d l e r s  w e r e  a l l  c o l o r e d  and h o m e  r a i s e d ,  and V i r g i n i a  
R e e l s ,  by  M o n e y  M u s k ,  O le  M o l l i e  H ar  and A r k a n s a s  
T r a v ' l e r ,  and Hop L i g h t  L a d i e s  s t i r r e d  the v e r y  s o l e s  
of e v e r y  lad and l a s s i e ,  and e v e n  the d ig n i f i e d  m a t r o n  
would

" T a p  h er  dainty  h e e l  
T o  the m e r r y ,  m e r r y  m u s i c  of the Old V i r g i n i a  R e e l .  " 

B a r b e c u e s  w e r e  he ld  on ev 'ery  F o u r t h  of Ju ly  out in 
T he  G r o v e  and dur ing  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s .  M a y  
Qu een s  w e r e  c r o w n e d  and F l o w e r  O u e e n s  w e r e  
w r e a t h e d .  At  e v e r y  f e s t i v a l ,  a h o u s e  p a r ty  w as  w e l 
c o m e d .  T h e n  they  had g u e s t s  who  c a m e  with big t runks  
and hat b o x e s .  E v e r y  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n  in H u n tsv i l l e  
kept  open h o u s e t h e n ,  and the length of  v is  its i n d e f i n i t e . 
N o w  a d r e s s  s u i t - c a s e  is  a l l  s u f f i c i e n t ;  a b l u e f l a m e  o i l  
s t o v e ,  a t in Dutch  o v e n ,  or a gas hot  p la t e - a n d  no c e r - '  
t a i n c o o k - i s  a m e a n s  of  d e fe n s  e a g a in s t  the a l l  the - y e a r  - 
r o u n d e r  g u e s t s - e s p e c i a l l y  when the a p p en d ix  o f  the old  
m a h o g a n y  tab le  is  cut  out ,  and f in a n c e s  cut dow n .

T h e  Ol d  Po r t r a i t  Pa i n t e r s  o f  t h e  Pa s t
T h e  m a h o g a n y  tab le  b eg an  by  t e l l in g  s o m e  s t o r i e s  

about  Old  P o r t r a i t s ,  and l o l l e d  about  T h e  G r o v e ,  with 
a l l  of  its fa s c in a t in g  o l d - t i m e  g r a c e s  o b l iv i o u s  of o ther  
p o r t r a i t s  and the ir  p a i n t e r s .

G r i m e s  pa inted  the p o r t r a i t  of  M r s .  M anning  and 
M r s .  L o w e  in the e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  and other  p r o m i n e n t  
f a m i l y  g r o u p s .  A  m i s t y  s t o r y  is  handed dow n  that he 
was  a young  a r t i s t  with ta le n t ,  a h a n d s o m e  f a c e ,  p o 
e t i c a l  t e m p e r a m e n t  and a d e l i c a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n . He c a m e  
f r o m  P h i la d e l p h i a ,  found a l l  o f  the b ig  b r o t h e r l y  and 
s i s t e r l y  l o v e  his a r t i s t i c  n a ture  c r a v e d - a n d  fa i led  to  
r e c e i v e  in his  own C i ty  of  B r o t h e r l y  L o v e .  M r s .  M a r y
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M a s t in  I r b y - w h o  was  a s i s t e r  to  the la te  J a m e s  and 
G u s ta v u s  M a s t i n - f e l t  s o r r y f o r  the s t r u g g l in g ,  d e l i c a t e  
a r t i s t  and she to o k  h i m  in her  h o m e  as a m e m b e r  of  the 
f a m i l y .  The  I r b y s  then owned and o c c u p i e d  the b r i c k  
c o t t a g e  on the c o r n e r  of  G r e e n  and G a tes  S t r e e t s  n o w  
o c c u p i e d  by  W ad d y  M a t th e w s .  H e r e  G r i m e s  pa inted  and 
dr earned in lu x u r y .  M any  of  the m o s t  pr  o m in e n t  f a m i l i e s  
w e r e  p r o t o t y p e d  by his  f a c i l e  b r u s h ,  and p e r p e tu a te d  
with a l i c e n s e  of  p o e t i c a l  fa n cy  f o r  the y e a r s  and g e n 
e r a t i o n s  to  c o m e .  W hen  the young  a r t i s t  w as  m a k in g  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  to  l e a v e  H untsv i l l e  he e x p r e s s e d  deep  
gra t i tu d e  to  h is  b e n e f a c t r e s s ,  M r s .  I r b y ,  and a d e s i r e  
to  r e m u n e r a t e  h e r ;  a l l  she  d e s i r e d  was  a p o r t r a i t  of  
h i m s e l f - w h i c h  he p a i n t e d - l i m n in g  his  f e a t u r e s  with a 
B y r o n i c  t o u c h ,  a r t i s t i c ,  p o e t i c ,  a m o u r n f u l  v i b r a t i o n  
of  the  p o e t ,  who at that t im e  is dr in k in g  to  the d r e g s  a 
cup of  l i f e ,  l o v e ,  f a n c y  in the E y e  of G r e e c e ,  f l i r t in g  
with T h e r e s a  M a c r i s ,  s w i m m i n g  the H e l l e s p o n t  in the 
A s t r a l  of  L e a n d e r ,  or  d r e a m i n g  on the beaut i fu l  v i o l e t -  
c r o w n e d  A c r  o p o l i s - t h e n  in 1824 d r o p p e d  in the se a  of  a 
w a k e l e s s  s l u m b e r  at M i s s o l o n g h i ,  when the w o r l d  b e 
c a m e  a w a k en ed  and t h r i l l e d  by the s p i r i t  of  the m o s t  
d a r in g  genius  s in c e  the days  of  S h a k e s p e r e .

T h e  o r i g i n a l  of this p o r t r a i t  is  n o w  in M o b i l e  and 
is o w n e d  by M r s .  J.  T .  S c h l e y ,  ( B e s s i e  M a s t i n ) .  
H u n ts v i l l e  is not  e n t i r e ly  b e r e f t .  W hen  a young  g i r l ,  
our  own s w e e t  a r t i s t ,  M i s s  H o w a r d  W e e d e n ,  m a d e  a 
c o p y  of  that old  p o r t r a i t  o f  G r i m e s  and it n o w  h a n g s ,  a 
t r e a s u r e  t r o v e  , on the p a r l o r  w a l l s  at the W e e d e n  h o m e  , 
a c r o s s  f r o m  the old I r b y  h o m e .  M i s s  K ate  W e e d e n 
owns  it .  G o  to  see  her  and she w i l l  sh o w  it to  you  and 
t e l l  you  a l l  about  it .  Y o u  know  G r i m  e s pa inted the 
B r a d l e y s ,  old B lue  T h o m p  s o n . C l a y s  , B i b b s ,  and n o  
t e l l in g  how  m a n y  other  p i o n e e r s  o f  the a r i s t o c r a c y .

T h e s e  Old P o r t r a i t s ,  with a v e r y  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  
w e r e  not  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to  the o r i g in a l s  or t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  
but kind old A n n o  D o m in i  has g iven  the p r o p e r  d i s t a n c e ;



r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y ,  the p e r s p e c t i v e  is p r e - e m i n e n t l y  
c o r r e c t :  A l l  o f  th e i r  b l e m i s h e s  a r e  t h r o w n  in the d a r k 
n e s s ,  th e i r  b e a u t ie s  a r e  b r o u g h t  out to  v i e w ,  the w h o le  
f in e ly  s o ftened  c h a s t e n e d  by  the m e l a n c h o l y  l ight of  our 
r e g r e t .  The  i m a g e s  n o w  r i s e  up in our  h e a r t s  th rough  
sh a d es  of  m e m o r y ;  l ike  a s p i r i t  f r o m  the t o m b ,  a l r e a d y  
in v e s te d  with the p u r i ty  o f  the b e t t e r  w o r l d - a n d  a l l  the 
m o r e  l o v e l y ,  b e c a u s e  they  m e l t  in our e m b r a c e .

T he  old m a h o g a n y  tab le  though b r ig h t ,  and a lw a y s  
p o l i s h e d ,  was  a l i t t le  ro u g h  when  ru b b e d  the w r o n g  w a y , 
and with a d e c i d e d  ga pe  at the thought  of  th ose  va nda ls  
who  d a r e d  r e l e g a t e  to  the att ic  the p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h o s e  
d e a r  old fa th e r s  and m o t h e r s  or g r a n d p a r e n t s  who  gave  
t h e m  a l l  that l i f e  is  w o r t h - a  g o o d  and t ru e  n a m e - w h o  
bui lt  the C o u n ty ,  the to w n ,  the fou n dat ion  of  our m a g n i 
f i c e n t  c o u n t y ' s  c o m m o n w e a l t h .

Such  p e o p l e  have  no  genuine  h e a r t  o f  oa k ,  e v e n ,  and 
a r e  u n w o r th y  of  a p l a c e  round  t h e  m a h o g a n y  t a b l e - i t  
show s  a c o m m o n  d e a l  tab le  s t r e a k .

T h e  old  m a h o g a n y  s l e e p i l y  c l o s e d  its l ids  as it s a i d : -' 
" L e t ' s  ta lk  a bout  M r .  F r y e  n e x t - f o r  I a m  b o r e d  

n o w . "
V i r g i n i a  C .  C la y

^Bartley M. Lowe,  Merchant,  Brigadier General State 
Militia. Born  in Edgefield , South Carolina, and died in New 
Orleans,  La.  Moved to Huntsville and became a successful 
Merchant,  until the financial revulsion of 1837 swept away 
his fortune. He was elected Brigadier General  of Alabama 
Militia. Owen, History & Biography ■ vol.  4, 1072.
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2L eroyP ope  (1765-1844). Born in Virginia,  came to A la 
bama in 1809. He was the first early developer of Huntsville. 
He named the town Twickenham; however , the name was soon 
changed to Huntsville in honor of John Hunt.

^Dr. James Manning came to Huntsville f romElbertCo .  , 
Georgia.  He was accompanied by other pr ominent citizens 
and thus "stripped the town of its vital forces. ' "  Dr.  Manning 
was d e s c r i b e d  as a man of "great  wealth and modesty. " 
Betts,  Early History of Huntsville, 22*23.

4 johnC . Grimes (1804-1837). P ortrait painter and teach
er of drawing and painting. Native of Kentucky working in 
Huntsville,  Alabama cl820, 1836, Nashville, 1834.

^William F r y e (1819-1872). P o r t r a i t  and landscape 
painter. Born in Bohemia and migrated to the U.S.  la paint 
American  Indians. He settled in Huntsville in 1848 end b e 
came an American citizen. His most famous landscape/3 are 
the Big Spring in Huntsville ik the Chalk Clif f of Demcjjolis.

^Thomas Bibb, Planter,  Merchant, Member of Constitu
tional Convention of 1819, President State Senate, and acting 
Governor of Alabama. Borninl784,  in Amelia Co. , Vir^Lnia. 
Died September 20, 1839, in Huntsville. O w e n ,  History 
of Alabama k Dictionary of Alabama Biography , vol.  3„ i'47.

^Robert Joseph Lowe, lawyer, born atHuntsville inlB6l. 
He was a member of the State Legislature , 1888-1889; a m e m 
ber of the Constitutional Convention of 1901. He ser.wd as 
First  Sergeant of the Madison Co. Rif les ,  1879-1880. O^ven, 
History of Alabama S* Dictionary of Alabama Biography,, vol.  
4, 1072.

^Egbert J. Jones,  C o l o n e l ,  C .S .  Arm y.  Born about 
1820 in Madison Co. Died at Orange Court House, Virginia, 
in 1861. Graduated from law school at the Univer sity af Vir - 
ginia. In 1844 & 1845 he represented Limestone Co. ini the 
Legis la ture . He. was intensely Southern in his political viaws , 
and was elected Captain of one of the first companies that 
left Madison Co. , which became part of the 4th Ala. Inkutry 
Regiment, C.S .  Army on its organization at Dalton, Cas. in 
Apri l  1861. Died in battle at Orange Co. Court House., V i r 
ginia.
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The Huntsville His tor ical R eview is sent to all mem ber  s of the 
Huntsville H i s t o r i c a 1 Society. The annual membersh ip  is 
$5 .00.  Librar ies  and organizations may rece ivc  the Review 
on a subscription basis for $5.00 per year .  Single issues may 
be obtained for $1.00 each.

Correspondence concerning contributions, editorial  matters ,  
and gifts should be sent to Elbert  L .  Watson,  P .  O.  Box 666, 
Huntsville,  Alabama 35804.

Responsibi li ty for statement of facts or opinion made by c o n 
tributors to the Review is not assumed by either the editor ,  
Board of Editorial A d v iso rs ,  or Huntsville Histor ica l  Society.  
Questions or c o m m e n t s  concerning such matters should be 
addressed to the authors.

P erm iss ion  to reprint any artic le  in whole or in part is given, 
provided credit  is given to the R ev iew .

The editor and Board of Editorial  Adv isors  are pr imar i ly  inter 
ested in artic les  and documents pertaining to Madison County. 
Art ic les  on the history of other sections of the state or area 
will be considered when they relate to Madison County. All 
copy,  including footnotec,  should be double -spaced ;  with the 
footnotes typed on separate sheets at the end of the art ic le .  
The author should submit an original  and a carbon.




