


'

'

' ' ■ .

v

"







EARLY HISTORY
O F

H U N T S V IL L E
ALABAM A

1804 TO 1870





E A R LY  HISTORY

OF

H U N TSVILLE, A L A B A M A

1804 TO  1870

With the Compliments 
of the Author

R E V IS E D  1916

MONTGOMERY, A LA . 
THE BROWN PRINTING CO. 

1916





E A R LY  HISTORY

OF

H U N TSVILLE, A L A B A M A

1804 TO  1870

BY

EDWARD CHAMBERS BETTS 
1909

R E V IS E D  1916

MONTGOMERY, A LA . 
THE BROWN PRINTING CO. 

1916



f33-f
■ HrBs

Copyright, 1916

BY

EDW ARD CHAMBERS BETTS

- I  1916



FOREWORD

I n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r k  t h e  a u t h o r  is  l a r g e l y  i n d e b t e d  

t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s  a n d  H i s t o r y  o f  A l a b a m a ,  u n d e r  

t h e  c a p a b le  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  D r .  T h o m a s  M .  O w e n ,  w h o  c o n 

t r i b u t e d  l i b e r a l l y  o f  h i s  t i m e  a s s i s t i n g  i n  a  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  f i le s  

a n d  r e c o r d s  o f  t h i s  D e p a r t m e n t .  E s p e c i a l l y  is  t h e  a u t h o r  

i n d e b t e d  f o r  t h e  a i d  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  J u d g e  T h o m a s  

J .  T a y l o r , *  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  s u b je c t .

I n  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  t h i s  w o r k  w a s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  f o r ,  n o r  is  i t  

o f f e r e d  a s ,  a  l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t ,  b u t  m e r e l y  a s  a  c h r o n i c l e  o f  h i s 

t o r i c a l  f a c t s  a n d  e v e n t s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  H u n t s v i l l e .  I n  i t s  p r e p a 

r a t i o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  t a k e n  c a r e  t o  r e c o r d  n o t h i n g  w i t h i n  i t s  

p a g e s  f o r  w h i c h  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  a s  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

is  n o t  g i v e n .  I t  h a s  v a l u e  o n l y  a s  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d  o f  

f a c t s  a n d  e v e n t s  g l e a n e d  c h i e f l y  f r o m  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  s o u r c e s ,  

a n d  is  a s  a c c u r a t e  a s  c o u l d  b e  m a d e  a f t e r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  a l l  

m a t e r i a l  a t  h a n d ,  w h i c h  w a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  v e r y  m e a g e r .

T h i s  w o r k  is  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  c h a n c e  

t o  r e a d  t h e s e  p a g e s  w i l l  d e r i v e  s o m e  b e n e f i t  a n d  a s  m u c h  p le a s 

u r e  t h e r e f r o m  a s  d i d  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  i t s  p r e p a r a t i o n .

E .  C .  B .

♦ P ro b a te  J u d g e  o f  M a d is o n  C o u n ty  f r o m  1S86 u n t i l  M s  d e a th ,  
d u r in g  h is  s e c o n d  te r m ,  i n  1894.
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Chapter I.

H U N T S V I L L E  A N D  S U R R O U N D IN G  T E R R IT O R Y

N T I L  M a r c h  3 ,  1 8 1 7 ,  A l a b a m a  w a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  M i s 

s i s s i p p i  ' T e r r i t o r y .  B e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 7 9 5  a n d  1 7 9 6  

c e r t a i n  l a n d  c o m p a n ie s  p u r c h a s e d  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  

t h e  s t a t e  o f  G e o r g ia .  T h e  G e o r g i a  L e g i s l a t u r e  g r a n t e d  

t i t l e  t o  th e s e  l a n d  c o m p a n ie s  f o r  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  n o m i n a l  c o n 

s i d e r a t i o n — t h e  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  w h i c h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i t s e l f  

r e c e iv e d  a n d  w i t h h e l d  f r o m  t h e  s t a te .

M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  L a n d  C o m 

p a n y  : n e a r l y  a l l  o f  N o r t h  A l a b a m a  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  g r a n t  

f r o m  t h e  G e o r g i a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  p e o p le  o f  G e o r g i a ,  u p o n  b e i n g  a p p r i s e d  o f  t h e  g r a n t s  

m a d e  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  1 7 9 5 - 9 6 ,  r o s e  w i t h  r i g h t e o u s  i n d i g 

n a t i o n  a n d  h a d  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h a t  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  

r e v e a l i n g  w h a t  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ G r e a t  Y a z o o  F r a u d . ”  T h i s  

f r a u d  w a s  d e n o m i n a t e d  t h e  Y a z o o  f r a u d ,  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  

t h e  Y a z o o  L a n d  C o m p a n y  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  g r a n t e e  o f  t h a t  

L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  s u c c e e d in g  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e v o k e d  th e s e '  g r a n t s  

a n d  d e c la r e d  t h e m  n u l l  a n d  v o i d .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s ,  t h e s e  

la n d  c o m p a n ie s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  la n d s  i n  t h e  g r a n t e d  t e r r i 

t o r y  f o r  o n e  d o l l a r  a n  a c r e .

T h e  s t a t e  o f  G e o r g i a  w a s  u n a b le  t o  f o r c e  t h e s e  l a n d  c o m 

p a n ie s  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  h o l d  u p o n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  i n  o r d e r  

t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  e n d  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  c e d e  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  

G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o n  A p r i l  2 4 t 4 h ,  1 8 0 2 .  W h e r e v e r  t i t l e  t o  

a n y  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s  h a d  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  b y  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

r e s t i t u t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  m i g h t  r e t a i n  a n d  p e r f e c t  t h e  t i t l e  

t o  t h e i r  l a n d s  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e m  t o  f i l e  t h e i r  c l a im s  

w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  L a n d  O f f i c e ,  a t  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  

b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 8 1 5 .  A l l  p a r t i e s  n o t  h a v i n g  d o n e  t h i s  w e r e  

f o r c e d  b y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t r o o p s  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  la n d .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y  h a d  b e e n  c e d e d  t o  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 0 2 ,  “ O l d  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y ”  n e v e r  c a m e  i n t o  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t i l l  1 8 0 7 ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  c e d e d  b y  

b o t h  C h e r o k e e  a n d  C h i c k a s a w  I n d i a n s .  B o t h  t h e s e  I n d i a n  

t r i b e s  c l a im e d  i t  a s  t h e i r  h u n t i n g  g r o u n d ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n e v e r  

i n h a b i t e d  b y  e i t h e r .
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T h e  t e r r i t o r y  j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  “ O l d  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y , ”  is  

e m b r a c e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i m i t s  o f  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  

q u i t e  s o  e x t e n s i v e .

M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  is  u n i q u e  a m o n g  t h e  o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  c o u n 

t i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  i n  t h a t  i t  is  t h e  o n l y  c o u n t y  e v e r  t o  e x t e n d  i t s  

b o u n d a r i e s ,  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  c o u n t i e s  h a v i n g  h a d  t o  

c o n t r a c t  t h e i r s  t o  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  n e w  o n e s ,  a s  

t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  S t a t e  n e c e s s i t a t e d .

F IR S T  S E T T L E R S

A s  t o  w h o  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  m a n  t o  s e t t l e  i n  M a d i s o n  

c o u n t y  is  y e t  a  m o o t e d  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l e a d  t o  t h e  

b e l i e f  t h a t  “ O l d  M a n  D i t t o ”  w a s  l i v i n g '  a m o n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  a s  

a  t r a d e r  a t  “ D i t t o ’ s L a n d i n g , ”  ( C h e r o k e e - O l d - F i e l d s  o r  

W h i t e s b u r g )  s o m e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  H u n t s v i l l e  w a s  lo c a t e d .

T h a t  J o h n  H u n t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  m a n  t o  b u i l d  h i s  h u t  o n  

t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  “ B i g  S p r i n g , ”  is  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s e t t l e d .  H u n t ’ s 

c a b in  w a s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  s lo p e  o f  t h e  b l u f f  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  

s p r i n g ,  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w h i c h  is  n o w  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  

i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  B a n k  s t r e e t  a n d  O a k  a v e n u e ,  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  M r .  F r a n k  M u r p h y .  I n c i d e n t s  

a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  H u n t ’ s j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  B i g  S p r i n g  

c o n f i r m  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  i n  M a d i s o n  

c o u n t y ,  n o r t h  o f  H u n t s v i l l e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  H u n t .

J u d g e  T a y l o r ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  e a r l y  l i f e  i n  M a d i 

s o n  c o u n t y ,  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  J o s e p h  a n d  I s a a c  C r i n e r ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  

b y  S t e p h e n  M c B r o o m ,  e x p l o r e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  

i n  1 8 0 i 1 a n d  b u i l t  a  h u t  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  a  s t r e a m ,  w h i c h  is  n o w  

k n o w n  a s  M o u n t a i n  F o r k  o f  F l i n t  r i v e r .  I s a a c  C r i n e r  w a s  

p e r s o n a l l y  k n o w n  t o  J u d g e  T a y l o r ,  a n d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  l i e  g i v e s  

u s  M r .  C r i n e r ' s  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y s  i n  

h i s  o w n  w o r d s .  I n  s u b s t a n c e  M r .  C r i n e r  s a y s :  I n  t h e  e a r l y  

p a r t  o f  1 S 0 5 2 h e  a n d  J o s e p h ,  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  c a m e  t o  M o u n t a i n  

F o r k  a n d  b u i l t  a  c a b i n 3 f o r  J o s e p h ’s  f a m i l y ,  t h e n  o n e  f o r  h i m 

s e l f .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c a b in s ,  J o h n  H u n t

i  a u d  - T h e s e  d a te s  seem  to  c o n f l ic t ,  a n d  J u d g e  T a y lo r  do es  n o t  
e x p la in  th e m  f o r  u s ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  is  v e r y  p r o b a b le  t h a t  th e  C r in e r s
w i t h  M c l ' r o o m s  e x p lo re d  th e  c o u n t r y  a n d  th e n  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e i r  
h o m e s  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  a n d  s u p p l ie s ,  b e fo r e  e r e c t in g  c a b in s .  T h is  
in fe r e n c e  is  s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n ly  t h e  C r in e r s  w e r e  p re s e n t  
w h e n  th e  h o u se s  w e r e  e re c te d ,  a n d  a ls o  in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  n o  m e n 
t io n  is  m a d e  o f  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s .

•'! M r .  C r in e r  w a s  u n d e r  th e  im p r e s s io n  th a t  h is  b r o t h e r  J o s e p h 's  
c a b in  w a s  th e  f i r s t  e re c te d  in  th e  c o u n ty .
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a n d  a  m a n  n a m e d  B e a n  c a m e  t o  t h e i r  c a b in s  a n d  s p e n t  t h e  

n i g h t ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g .

H u n t  a n d  B e a n  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  o f  w h a t  is  n o w  N e w  

M a r k e t ,  a l o n g  a  t r a i l ,  w h i c h  is  n o w  t h e  W i n c h e s t e r ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  

r o a d .  T h e y  h a d  h e a r d  o f  t h e  “ B i g  S p r i n g , ” 4 a n d  o f  t h e  a b u n d 

a n c e  o f  b i g  g a m e  i n  i t s  v i c i n i t y .  I n  a f e w  w e e k s  B e a n  r e t u r n e d  

a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  w h a t  is  n o w  B e a n  c r e e k ,  

n e a r  S a le m ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  b u t  t h a t  H u n t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a t  

t h e  “ B i g  S p r i n g , ”  a n d  w o u l d  r e t u r n  a n d  b r i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  l a t e r .  

M r .  C r i n e r  a l s o  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  i n  1 8 0 5  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  c a m e  i n t o  

t h e  c o u n t y  f r o m  n o r t h  o f  N e w  M a r k e t ,  a l o n g  t h e  s a m e  c o u r s e  

t r a v e r s e d  b y  H u n t ; a m o n g  w h o m  w e r e  t h e  W a l k e r s ,  D a v i s e s ,  

M c B r o o m s  a n d  R e e s e s .

T h e s e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  g o t  w o r d  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  f o r m e r  f r i e n d s  

a n d  n e i g h b o r s  o f  t h e  u n u s u a l  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  t h e  b e a u t y  

o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  “ B i g  S p r i n g , ”  a n d  in  

1 8 0 6 ,  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  h o m e - s e e k e r s  b e g a n  t o  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  

c o u n t y  f r o m  M i d d l e  a n d  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  G e o r g i a .  T h e s e  

p i o n e e r s  w e r e  o f  t h e  t y p e s  u s u a l l y  f o u n d  o n  u n s e t t l e d  f r o n t i e r s ,  

“ t h e  a d v a n c e  g u a r d  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n , ”  k n o w n  a s  “ s q u a t t e r s . ”  

T h e y  w e r e  a v e r y  t h r i f t y  l o t ,  a n d  a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l a n d  s a le s  

i n  1 8 0 9  m a n y  w e r e  a b le  t o  b u y  t h e  t r a c t s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  

“ s q u a t t e d ”  a n d  m a d e  t h e i r  h o m e s .  A s  a  w h o l e  t h e y  w e r e  a n  

h o n e s t ,  l a w - a b i d i n g  p e o p le ,  m o d e s t  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  a n d  c u s t o m s ,  

l i v i n g  p e a c e a b ly  w i t h o u t  l a w  o r  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s .

B e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 0 5  t o  1 8 0 9  w e a l t h y  a n d  c u l t u r e d  s la v e  

o w n e r s  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  f r o m  N o r t h  

C a r o l i n a ,  G e o r g i a  a n d  V i r g i n i a .  S o o n  t h i s  c la s s  o u t n u m b e r e d  

t h e  p i o n e e r s ; t h e s e  l a t e r  s e t t l e r s  b o u g h t  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  a t  

t h e  s a le s  i n  1 8 0 9 .  I n  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a n d  V i r g i n i a  m o v e d  a l o n g  t h e  t h e n  w e s t e r n  

b o a r d e r  o f  c i v i l i z e d  c u s t o m s  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d s  i n t o  W e s t  

G e o r g i a  a n d  M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e ,  t i l l  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  

r i v e r ,  w h i c h  t h e y  c r o s s e d  n e a r  t h e  G e o r g i a  l i n e .

L I F E  O F  E A R L Y  S E T T L E R S

T h e  l i f e  o f  t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  w a s  v e r y  p r i m i t i v e ; t h e y  d r e w  

s o l e l y  o n  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  t h e i r  

n e c e s s i t i e s  a n d  c o m f o r t s .  T h e i r  h o u s e s  s e ld o m  'h a d  a  p ie c e

4 T h e  H u n t s v i l l e  S p r in g  w a s  k n o w n  o f  th e  I n d ia n s  as  th e  “ B ig  
S p r in g , ”  a n d  w a s  th u s  d e n o m in a te d  b y  th e m .
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o f  i r o n  a b o u t  t h e m .  T h e  f l o o r s  w e r e  o f  d i r t ,  a n d  i n  r a r e  

i n s t a n c e s  t h i s  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  p u n c h e o n .  E v e n  t h e  h i n g e s  o f  

t h e i r  d o o r s  w e r e  o f  w o o d .  T h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  b e i n g  

b u i l t  o f  lo g s .

I n s t e a d  o f  f a s t e n i n g  t h e  c o v e r i n g  u p o n  r o o f s ,  w i t h  n a i l s ,  

l e n g t h y  p o le s  w e r e  p l a c e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d s ,  a n d  w e i g h t e d  

d o w n  a t  t h e  e n d s .  O w i n g  t o  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  a d e q u a t e  t o o l s  a n d  

h a r d w a r e  s u p p l ie s ,  t h e  h o u s e s  w e r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  v e r y  s m a l l ,  

o n e - r o o m  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e  s m a l l  h u t s  s e r v e d  t o  h o u s e  f a m i l i e s ,  

w h i c h ,  i n  m a n y  in s t a n c e s ,  w e r e  g r e a t l y  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  

t h e i r  s iz e ,  f o r  b e  i t  r e m e m b e r e d ,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  

l a r g e  a n d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t t l e m e n t  l e g e n d  r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e .

A s  f a m i l i e s  in c r e a s e d  i n  s iz e ,  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  d e m a n d e d ,  r o o m s  

w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  h u t — b u t  w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  e x t e 

r i o r  d i m e n s i o n s — b y  t h e  s im p le  p r o c e s s  o f  s t r i n g i n g  u p  a n o t h e r  

b u c k s k i n  c u r t a i n ,  w h i c h  s e r v e d  t o  p a r t i t i o n  o f f  t h e  n e w  r o o m .  

T h e  e r s t w h i l e  “ f e a t h e r - t i c k , ”  u p o n  t h e  b e d  w a s  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  

l u x u r i e s  o f  w h i c h  t h e s e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  c o u l d  b o a s t ,  a t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  

t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y  c o u ld  n o t ; f o r  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  

b e d d e d  u p o n  p a l l e t s ,  a n d  a s  t h e  f a m i l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  

i n  n u m b e r s ,  t h e  l a r g e r  b o y s  s le p t  i n  t h e  b a r n  l o f t ,  a n d  l e g e n d  

h a s  i t ,  e v e n  u n d e r  t r e e s  a n d  m o s t  a n y w h e r e .  H i s t o r y  i n  i t s  

r e c o r d  o f  c u s t o m s  a n d  u s a g e s ,  w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  

d a y s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  m i l d e r  c l i m a t e  t h e n ,  t h a n  n o w .

T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  t a b l e - w a r e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  h e w n  w o o d e n  

u t e n s i l s ,  t h o u g h  s o m e  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  s e t t l e r s  p o s s e s s e d  p e w t e r  

w a r e .
F o r  s o m e  t i m e  t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  l i v e d  a l i f e  o f  f r e e d o m  f r o m  

t i l l i n g  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  s u b s i s t i n g  t h e  w h i l e  i n  s u m p t u o u s  c o m p l a 

c e n c y  u p o n  t h e  a b u n d a n t  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  n a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  

a  t i m e  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  u n u s u a l  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  a n d  t h e n  

c l e a r i n g  o f  l a n d  w a s  c o m m e n c e d ,  a n d  c o r n  w a s  p l a n t e d .

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  g r i s t  m i l l s  a t  w h i c h  t h e i r  c o r n  c o u l d  b e  

g r o u n d  i n t o  m e a l ,  r e s o r t  w a s  h a d  t o  t h e  a g e - o ld  c u s t o m ,  i n  

p r i m i t i v e  q u a r t e r s ,  o f  u s i n g  a  c r u d e  m o r t a r  a n d  p e s t le ,  m a d e  

b y  h o l l o w i n g  o u t  a  h a r d  s t u m p  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p o u n d e d  t h e  c o r n  

i n t o  m e a l .  L i t t l e  o r  n o  w h e a t  w a s  p l a n t e d ,  a n d  t h e y  l i v e d  f o r  

a  t i m e  w i t h o u t  f l o u r ;  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w ,  f l o u r  

w a s  s h i p p e d  i n  f r o m  t h e  t r a d i n g  s t a t i o n  a t  D i t t o ’ s L a n d i n g  

( W h i t e s b u r g ) .
D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a l l  s u p p l ie s  r e c e iv e d  

f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  b y  p a c k  m u l e s  f r o m  

t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ; l a t e r ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  s u p p l ie s  w e r e  

s h ip p e d  f r o m  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  d o w n  t h e  T e n n e s 
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s e e  r i v e r ,  a n d  p u t  o f f  a t  D i t t o ’ s L a n d i n g ,  a b o u t  t e n  m i l e s  s o u t h  

o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e r e  h a u l e d  i n  b y  w a g o n s .  A t  

t h i s  l a n d i n g  o n  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  a n  I n d i a n  t r a d i n g  s t a t i o n  w a s  

o p e r a t e d  b y  J o h n  D i t t o ,  w h o  l i v e d  t h e r e  a m o n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  

o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y ,  w i t h o u t  w h i t e  a s s o c ia te s  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  

t h e  s e t t l e r s  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y . 5

I n  d u e  t i m e ,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  w a s  b e g u n ,  a n d  s h o r t l y  

t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l  c a m e  i n t o  v e r y  g e n e r a l  

u s e  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  y a r n  m a d e  t h e r e w i t h  s u p e r s e d e d  i n  

s o m e  m e a s u r e  b u c k s k i n ,  w h i c h  w a s  s t i l l  i n  v e r y  g e n e r a l  u s e  a s  

a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  c l o t h ; t h e  p r i n c i p l e  a r t i c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  b e i n g  

d r e s s e d  b u c k s k i n .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  c o t t o n  a n d  t h e  c o t t o n  

s p i n n i n g  w h e e l ,  b u c k s k i n  w a s  u s e d  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  b e d 

s p r e a d s ,  r o p e s ,  s e w i n g  t h r e a d s  o r  t h o n g s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  m a n y  

o t h e r  a n d  v a r i e d  p u r p o s e s .  F o r  a  t i m e ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  t h e  a d v e n t  

o f  t h e  c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l ,  l o c a l l y ,  d i d  n o t  s u p e r s e d e  t h e  

u s e  o f  b u c k s k i n  a s  a n  a r t i c l e  o f  d r e s s ,  f o r  c o t t o n  c l o t h  r e m a i n e d  

a  s c a r c e  a n d  s e e m i n g l y  v e r y  p r e c i o u s  a r t i c l e ,  a s  c a l i c o  c o s t  

5 0  c e n t s  a  y a r d .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o n l y  a  f e w  y o u n g  la d ie s  o f  

t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  d i s p o r t  t h e m s e lv e s  a l o n g  

t h e  p a t h s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  c l a d  i n  a  c a l i c o  d r e s s ,  c o l o r e d  b y  

b o i l i n g  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  n a t i v e  b a r k s ,  a n d  s h o d  w i t h  

b u c k s k i n  m o c c a s in s .  S o m e  f e w  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  

c o u l d  b o a s t  f l a x  s p i n n i n g  w h e e ls ,  w i t h  w h i c h  c l o t h e s ,  t a b le  a n d  

b e d  l i n e n  w e r e  m a d e  i n  l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t i e s  f o r  h o m e  u s e .

T h i n g s  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a s  e v e r y  d a y  

n e c e s s i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  la m p s ,  w e r e ,  w i t h  t h e s e  e a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  

o n l y  “ m e d i c a l ”  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  b e i n g  u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  c a s e s  o f  

s ic k n e s s .  G u n - p o w d e r ,  t h e  c h i e f  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  f o r  p r o t e c 

t i o n  a n d  s u b s is t e n c e ,  w a s  m a d e  b y  t h e  s e t t l e r s  t h e m s e lv e s .

I n  s u m m i n g  u p  a n d  t a k i n g  a  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t  h a r d 

s h ip s  u n d e r g o n e  b y  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  w h o  t r a v e l e d  h e r e  f r o m  

h o m e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  f u r n i s h i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  e a s e  a n d  l u x u r y  

o f  t h e  t im e s ,  a n d  f a r  g r e a t e r  s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e ;  w e  n a t u r a l l y  

i n q u i r e ,  w h y  d i d  t h e y  a b a n d o n  s u c h  h o m e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

a n d  w h y ,  a g a i n ,  o n  s u c h  a b a n d o n m e n t ,  d i d  t h e y  c h o o s e  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  s p o t ,  t h e  t h e n  f u r t h e r m o s t  s e t t l e m e n t  f r o m  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n ,  a n d  m a n y  m i l e s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  f o r m e r  f r i e n d s  a n d  

n e i g h b o r s ?  I n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e s e  q u e r i e s ,  w e  c a n  o n l y  s u r m i s e .  

B u t ,  i t  is  n o t  w o n d r o u s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p le  s h o u l d  h a v e

5 I t  is  i n t e r e s t in g  to  k n o w  t h a t  th e r e  s t i l l  l i v e s ,  n e a r  t h i s  la n d in g ,  
a  n e g ro  f a m i l y  b e a r in g  th e  n a m e  o f  D i t t o ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  i s  n a m e d  
J o h n .
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b e e n  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t i m e s ; t h a t  p i o n e e r  s p i r i t  

w h i c h  w a s  s o  p r e d o m i n a n t .  H a v i n g  o n c e  g o t t e n  u p o n  t h e i r  

w a y ,  i t  is  s t i l l  le s s  t o  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t ,  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  

h a l t e d  i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  a n d  b u i l d e d  t h e i r  h u t s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o n 

d e r f u l  “ B i g  S p r i n g ; , ”  a b o u t  w h i c h  H u n t  h a d  s p r e a d  t h e  n e w s  

w h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  h o m e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .  T r u l y ,  t h i s  n e w  

E d e n  m u s t  h a v e  o f f e r e d  m a n y  a n d  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n d u c e m e n t s .  

T h o u g h  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  I n d i a n s ,  t h e y  w e r e  n e v e r  m o le s t e d .  

T h e  c l i m a t e  w a s  h e a l t h f u l  a n d  m i l d ; t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y  

w a s  w e l l  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  w a t e r w a y s ; t h e  s t r e a m s  a b o u n d e d  w i t h  

r e d - h o r s e ,  s a l m o n  a n d  t r o u t ; t h e  f o r e s t  w i t h  b r o n z e  t u r k e y s ,  

f l o c k s  o f  p i g e o n ,  a n d  r e d  a n d  g r a y  s q u i r r e l s ; a n d  q u a i l  c o u ld  

b e  b a g g e d  b y  h e r d i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g  t h e m  i n t o  n e t s ;  d e e r  a n d  

b e a r  f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  r i v e r  b o t t o m s ,  a n d  w i l d  d u c k  w e r e  p l e n t i 

f u l .  T r u l y  t o  t h e m ,  i t  m u s t  h a v e  s e e m e d  t h a t  n a t u r e  h a d  p r o 

v i d e d  t h i s  s p o t  w i t h  a n  u n l i m i t e d  w e a l t h  o f  r e s o u r c e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  m a n y  m o r e  in d u c e m e n t s  o f f e r e d  t h e m 

s e lv e s  t o  t h e  l a r g e  s la v e  o w n e r s : c h i e f e s t  o f  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  

f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  u p o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d  o n e  t h o u s a n d  

p o u n d s  o f  c o t t o n  t o  t h e  a c r e , 0 w h i c h  w a s  a  p r i m e  a t t r a c t i o n  

d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  a s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o t t o n  w a s  f r o m  2 0  c e n t s  t o

2 5  c e n t s  p e r  p o u n d .  P e r h a p s  a n  e q u a l l y  p o t e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

w a s ,  h e r e  t h e i r  s la v e s  w e r e  n e v e r  m o l e s t e d .  I f  t h e y  e s c a p e d  

t h e i r  o w n e r s ,  t h e y  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s ;  i f  

t h e  t r i b e  w a s  h o s t i l e ,  t h e y  w e r e  r e - e n s la v e d  a n d  t r e a t e d  v e r y  

c r u e l l y ; i f  f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s ,  t h e  f u g i t i v e  s la v e  w a s  r e 

t u r n e d  t o  t h e  m a s t e r .  T h i s  w a s  n o  m i n o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  

s la v e  o w n e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m  V i r g i n i a ,  s in c e ,  f o r  s o m e  

y e a r s  t h e i r  s la v e s  h a d  b e e n  d e c o y e d  a w a y ,  a n d  w e r e  e s c a p i n g  

w i t h  a n n o y i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  f r e q u e n c y .  N o r  h a d  t h e y  s e t 

t l e d  i n  a c o u n t r y  w h i c h  o f f e r e d  n o  m e a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ; 

f o r  a s  e a r l y ,  p r o b a b l y ,  a s  1 8 0 ! ) ,  c o t t o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  b e i n g  

c u l t i v a t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  w a s  f lo a t e d  o n  f l a t  b o a t s  o r  b a r g e s  d o w n  

P a i n t  R o c k  a n d  F l i n t  r i v e r  t o  t h e  T e n n e s s e e .  O n  t h e  r e t u r n  

t r i p ,  t h e s e  b o a t s  b r o u g h t  s u p p l ie s .

R e f e r e n c e s :— - J u d g e  T a y l o r ’ s H i s t o r y  o f  M a d i s o n  C o m i t y ;  

B r e w e r ' s  A l a b a m a ;  H u n t s v i l l e  D i r e c t o r y ,  1 8 5 ! ) ;  N o r t h e r n  A l a 

b a m a  ; k in d n e s s  o f  m a n y  o l d e r  c i t i z e n s ; n e w s p a p e r  f i le s  a n d  

c l i p p i n g s .

o T l i o  a u t h o r  e n te r t a in s  th e  o p in io n  th a t  t h i s  w a s  seed c o t to n ,  
th o u g h  h o  h a s  hoon  n im b le  to  a u th e n t ic a te  h is  b e l ie f .  H o w e v e r ,  in  
c a s e  seed c o t to n  is  c o r re c t ,  s u c h  a y ie ld  is  n o t  d is a p p o in t in g ,  b u t  on  
th e  c o n t r a r y ,  e x c e l le n t ,  c o n s id e r in g  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a n d  p r im i t i v e  
n a t u r e  o f  f a r m in g  th e n  p r e v a le n t .
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E A R L Y ,  i f  n o t  a l l  t h e  s t a te s ,  c o m p o s i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h a d  b e e n  s e t t l e d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  o f  f o r e i g n  p o w e r s ,  t i t l e  t o  l a n d s  i n  

t h e m  h a v i n g  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  b y  “ G r a n t  f r o m  t h e  C r o w n . ”  

U n d e r  t h i s  s y s t e m ,  t h e  m o r e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  p r o c u r e d  

p a t e n t s  t o  v a s t  a r e a s  o f  la n d .

U n l i k e  h e r  s i s t e r  s t a t e s ,  w h i c h  h a d  p r e c e d e d  h e r  i n  t h e  U n i o n ,  

A l a b a m a  w a s  s e t t l e d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  t h e  M i s 

s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y  w a s  c e d e d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  b y  G e o r g i a  o n  

A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 8 0 2 .  A l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  

b e i n g  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  

w e r e  m a d e  m a n i f e s t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  l a n d  w a s  c e d e d  t o  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  b y  G e o r g i a ,  i t  b e c a m e  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  

a n d  w a s  a c c o r d i n g l y  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

I t  is  v e r y  p r o b a b le — a s  t o  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a u t h o r  c a n n o t  

b e  c e r t a i n — t h a t  A l a b a m a  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a te s  a d m i t 

t e d  t o  t h e  U n i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  s u r v e y e d  a n d  p l a t t e d  

b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  l a n d s  t h e r e i n  w e r e  o p e n  f o r  s e t 

t l e m e n t  u n d e r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  S o m e  t i m e  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r  1 8 0 7  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r 

r i t o r y ,  w h i c h  is  n o w  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a ,  w a s  c o m m e n c e d ,  b y  

f i r s t  l o c a t i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M e r i d i a n  l i n e  f o r  t h e  S t a t e ,  

k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ H u n t s v i l l e  M e r i d i a n , ”  a l o n g  w h i c h  p a s s e s ,  f o r  

a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w a y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  M e r i d i a n  P i k e ,  l e a d i n g  n o r t h  

f r o m  H u n t s v i l l e .  T h i s  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  b y  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  T h o m a s  F r e e m a n ,  a  s u r v e y e r ,  o f  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n 

n e s s e e .  T h e  s u r v e y  w a s  c o m p le t e d ,  a n d  s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t ,  i n  M a y ,  1 SOS), a n d  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 0 9 ,  l a n d s  w e r e  o f 

f e r e d  f o r  s a le .

B y  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  H o n .  R o b e r t  W i l l i a m s ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  

t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  O l d  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  w a s  c r e a t e d  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  1 3 t h  d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 0 8 ,  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  f i v e  t h o u s a n d .  T h i s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  is  i n  w o r d s  a n d  f i g u r e s ,  

a s  f o l l o w s :
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“ W h e r e a s ,  b y  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h i s  t e r r i 

t o r y ,  i t  is  p r o v i d e d  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  c r i m e s  a n d  

i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  p r o c e s s  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l ,  

t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p r o c e e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  a s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

m a y  r e q u i r e ,  t o  l a y  o u t  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  

I n d i a n  t i t l e s  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  e x t i n g u i s h e d  i n t o  c o u n t i e s  a n d  

t o w n s h i p s ,  s u b je c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s u c h  a l t e r a t i o n s  a s  m a y  t h e r e 

a f t e r  b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

A n d ,  w h e r e a s ,  t h e  I n d i a n  t i t l e s  h a v e  b e e n  e x t i n g u i s h e d  t o  a 

t r a c t  o f  c o u n t r y  l y i n g  a n d  b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y ,  p r i n c i 

p a l l y  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r ,  c o m m o n l y  c a l l e d  

t h e  “ G r e a t  B e n d ”  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  b o u n d e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

b e g i n n i n g  o n  t h e  n o r t h  b a n k  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  o n  t h e  

C h e r o k e e  b o u n d a r y ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h w a r d  a l o n g  s a id  b o u n d a r y  t o  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e ;  t h e n c e  w e s t  

w i t h  s a id  l a s t  m e n t i o n e d  b o u n d a r y  t i l l  i t  i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  C h i c a -  

s a w  b o u n d a r y  l i n e ; t h e n c e  s o u t h  a l o n g  s a id  C h i c k a s a w  l i n e ,  

c r o s s i n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  t w i c e ,  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ;  a g r e e a b le  

t o  a  s u r v e y  m a d e  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

w i t h i n  w h i c h  b o u n d a r i e s  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  

h a v i n g  a s  y e t  n o  l a w s  o r  o f f i c e r s  a m o n g  t h e m : A n d  i t  b e i n g  

a l s o  p r o v i d e d  b y  s a id  o r d i n a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  l a w s  s h a l l  h a v e  f o r c e  

i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  t o  t h e  e n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  i n 

h a b i t a n t s  r e s i d i n g  in  s a id  t r a c t  o f  c o u n t r y  m a y  h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  

o f  l a w :
I  d o  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s a id  o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  

a f o r e s a i d ,  l a y  o u t  s a id  t r a c t  o f  c o u n t r y ,  t o  b e  c a l l e d  a n d  k n o w n  

b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  “ M a d i s o n , ”  s u b j e c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s u c h  a l t e r a 

t i o n s  a s  m a y  h e r e a f t e r  b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

G i v e n  u n d e r  m y  h a n d  a n d  t h e  s e a l  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  a t  t h e  

t o w n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  t h i s  t h i r t e e n t h  d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  i n  t h e  

y e a r  o f  o u r  L o r d ,  O n e  T h o u s a n d  E i g h t  H u n d r e d  a n d  E i g h t ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  T h i r t y - t h i r d  y e a r  o f  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .
( L .  S . )  ( S i g n e d )  R o b e r t  W i l l i a m s .

B y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,
T h o m a s  H .  W i l l i a m s , S e c r e t a r y . ” 1.

L a t e r ,  i n  1 8 1 8 ,  b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  

T e r r i t o r y ,  o f  F e b r u a r y  6 t h ,  i t  w a s  p r o v i d e d  “ t h a t  M a d i s o n  

c o u n t y  s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  b e  b o u n d e d  o n  t h e  w e s t  b y  t h e  w e s t e r n

1 T o u lm i l l ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  80. E d i t i o n  1823.
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b o u n d a r y  l i n e  o f  r a n g e  n u m b e r  t w o ,  w e s t  o f  t h e  b a s is  m e r i d i a n  

o f  s a id  c o u n t y ,  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  t o  t h e  r i v e r  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e ,  a n d  s a id  

c o u n t y  s h a l l  b e  b o u n d e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  b y  s a id  r i v e r . ” 2 L a t e r ,  

b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a ,  o n  

D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 1 9 ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  w e r e  e x 

t e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  “ a l l  t h a t  t r a c t  o f  c o u n t r y  l y i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  l i n e  a n d  F l i n t  r i v e r . ” 3

T h e  f o r e g o i n g  c o n s t i t u t e  a l l  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  m a d e  i n  t h e  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s .  I t  is  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  k n o w ,  t h a t  w h a t  is  n o w  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  

M a d i s o n , — a l l  t h a t  t r a c t  o f  c o u n t r y  l y i n g  e a s t  o f  F l i n t  r i v e r ,  

a n d  a  p a r t  o f  w h a t  is  n o w  w e s t e r n  J a c k s o n  c o u n t y , — c o n s t i 

t u t e d  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  “ D e c a t u r , ”  c r e a t e d  b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s 

l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 7 t h ,  1 8 2 1 . 4

T o  t h e  c a s u a l  r e a d e r  o f  t h e s e  p a g e s ,  n o  d o u b t ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a l 

m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  . t h a t  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  s e t t l e r s  h a d  j o u r n e y e d  t o  

t h i s  f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  p i o n e e r .  Y e t ,  a f t e r  a  l a b o r i o u s  a n d  p a i n s t a k i n g  e x a m i 

n a t i o n  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r  a u t h e n t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e c o r d s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  a  s t u d i e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  e v e n t s  o f  t h o s e  

e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n a b le  a c c u 

r a c y  o f  t h e  r e p u t e d  p o p u l a t i o n .

T h e  la n d s  i n  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  s u r v e y e d  a n d  

s o ld  i n  N o r t h  A l a b a m a .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  s a le s  i n  1 8 0 9  la n d s  i n  a n d  

a r o u n d  S t .  S t e p h e n s  h a d  b e e n  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a le  b y  t h e  G o v e r n 

m e n t .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  R e g i s t r y  a n d  L a n d  O f f i c e ,  t h r o u g h  

w h i c h  a l l  p u r c h a s e s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  n e w  t e r r i t o r y  h a d  t o  b e  

n e g o t i a t e t d ,  w a s  s i t u a t e d  a t  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  w i t h  G e n .  

J o h n  B r a h a m  a s  R e g i s t e r .  A l l  t r a v e l i n g  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  w a s  b y  

h o r s e - b a c k ,  a n d  i n  d u e  s e a s o n  t h e r e  w a s  a  w e l l  d e f i n e d  h i g h 

w a y  f r o m  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  s o u t h  o f  t h e  “ H u n t  S p r i n g ”  s e t 

t l e m e n t  t o  N a s h v i l l e  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  a l o n g  t h e  s a m e  c o u r s e  n o w  

t r a v e r s e d  b y  t o u r i s t s  i n  p a s s in g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c i t i e s .  A t  

t h e s e  s a le s  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  p u r c h a s e r s  w h o  b i d  i n  w i t h  a l a c r i t y  

t h e s e  r i c h  l a n d s  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  $ 2 . 0 0  p e r  a c r e ; v e r y  f e w  b i d s  

w e r e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t .  I f  t h e  a m o u n t  b i d  w a s  p a id  c a s h ,  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  d i s c o u n t e d  t h e  p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  e i g h t  p e r  c e n t .  

E a s y  t e r m s  w e r e  a l s o  o f f e r e d ; i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  s i x  p e r

2 T o u lm in ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  85 . E d i t i o n  1823.
s T o u lm in ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e s  93 &  110. E d i t i o n  1823.
4 T o u lm in ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  98. E d i t i o n  1823.
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c e n  p e r  a n n u m  b e i n g  c h a r g e d  o n  a l l  d e f e r r e d  p a y m e n t s .  O n l y  

f a r m  la n d s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  s a le s  i n  1 8 0 9  ; t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  a n d  

p l a t t i n g  o f  t h e  t o w n  s i t e  n o t  b e i n g  c o m p le t e d  t i l l  1 8 1 0 .

L A W S  E X T E N D E D  O V E R  M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y

T h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  a  p e o p le  a s  a  n a t i o n  d e p e n d s  w h o l l y  u p o n  i t s  

a b i l i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  s t a b le  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  l a w s —  

a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  a  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  m e n — a id e d  a n d  e n 

f o r c e d  b y  a c o m p e t e n t  s y s t e m  o f  j u r i s p r u d e n c e .  A n d ,  i n  l i k e  

m a n n e r  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  a  p i o n e e r  s e t t l e m e n t  d e p e n d s  i n  

a  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  u p o n  t h e  r e g a r d  h a d  f o r  t h e  s p e e d y  e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t  o f  s u c h  a  g o v e r n m e n t .  A n y  a r t i c l e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  

h i s t o r y  o f  a  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  g i v e  h e e d  t o  t h e s e  p r i n 

c ip le s  w o u l d  b e  i n c o m p l e t e  a n d  i m p r o p e r l y  f o c u s e d .

S o  i t  is  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  l e a r n ,  t h a t ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  

C o u n c i l  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i 

t o r y ,  b y  s e c t io n  o n e  o f  a n  a c t  p a s s e d  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 8 0 9 ,  p r o 

v i d e d ,  t h a t ,  “ T h e  l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  a n d  m i l i t i a  o f  

t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M a d i 

s o n . ”  S e c t io n s  t w o  a n d  s i x  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d i n g ,  “ T h e r e  s h a l l  

b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M a d i s o n ,  c i r c u i t  a n d  

c o u n t y  c o u r t s ,  e t c . ”  “ A l l  t h e  l a w s  o f  a g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  w h i c h  

n o w  e x i s t  o r  m a y  h e r e a f t e r  b e  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h i s  

t e r r i t o r y  s h a l l  e x t e n d  t o  a n d  b e  b i n d i n g  o n  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  

t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M a d i s o n . ” 5

T o  m e e t  t h e  c h a n g e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s ,  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  

t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f  l a w s  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 8 0 9 ,  

t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  a n  a c t ,  w h i c h ,  l e t  u s  p a u s e  t o  r e m e m b e r  

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t u t e  h a v i n g ,  t o  d o  w i t h  H u n t ’ s S p r i n g  s e t t l e 

m e n t ,  d i r e c t l y ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  f i x  a  p l a n  f o r  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  a n d  t o  t h i s  e n d ,  t o  

a c q u i r e  n o t  le s s  t h a n  t h i r t y  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  a c r e s ,  

a n d  l a y  o u t  a  t o w n  s i t e  t h e r e o n  : t h e  t o w n  s o  l a i d  o u t  t o  b e  

k n o w n  a s  T w i c k e n h a m .  T h i s  a c t  is  a s  f o l l o w s :

“ S e c t io n  1. B e  i t  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  a n d  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  i n  G e n 

e r a l  A s s e m b l y  c o n v e n e d ,  t h a t  W i l l i a m  D i c k s o n ,  E d w a r d  W a r d ,  

L o u i s  W i n s t o n ,  A l e x a n d e r  G i l b r e a t h ,  a n d  P e t e r  P e r k i n s ,  r e s i d 

i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M a d i s o n ,  b e  a p p o in t e d  c o m m i s s io n e r s  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f i x i n g  o n  t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  p la c e  f o r  e s t a b 

l i s h i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  s a id  c o u n t y ;  a n d  t h e y ,  o r  a

■> S ta tu te s  o f  .M is s is s ip p i T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  177. E d i t io n  1S1U.
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m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e m ,  s h a l l  h a v e  p o w e r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r o c u r e  b y  

p u r c h a s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  n o t  le s s  t h a n  t h i r t y  o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  

h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  l a n d ,  a t  t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  s u i t a b l e  p l a c e  

f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a f o r e s a i d ,  w h i c h  t r a c t  

o f  l a n d ,  w h e n  o b t a i n e d  b y  p u r c h a s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  a s  a f o r e s a i d ,  

s h a l l  b e  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  h a l f  a c r e  l o t s  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a f o r e 

s a id  ( r e s e r v i n g  t h r e e  a c r e s ,  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  

s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d ) ,  a n d  b e  s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  o n  t w e l v e  

m o n t h s  c r e d i t  ; a n d  t h e  m o n e y  a r i s i n g  t h e r e f r o m  ( a f t e r  p a y i n g  

f o r  t h e  l a n d  a f o r e s a i d ,  i f  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  b e  p u r c h a s e d ) ,  s h a l l  

b e  a p p l i e d  b y  s a id  c o m m i s s io n e r s  t o w a r d  d e f r a y i n g  t h e  e x 

p e n s e s  o f  e r e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  s a id  c o u n t y .

S e c t i o n  2 .  A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  e n a c t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  s o  l a i d  

o u t  s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  a n d  k n o w n  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  T w i c k e n h a m ;  

a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  s a id  c o u n t y ,  t h e  s a id  c o m m i s s io n e r s  s h a l l  

r e p o r t  t h e  s a m e  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  c i r c u i t ,  o r  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t s  o f  

s a id  c o u n t y ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e ,  w h o  s h a l l  t h e r e u p o n  a d j o u r n  

t h e i r  c o u r t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  s o  e r e c t e d  a s  a f o r e 
s a i d . ” 0

B e f o r e  t h e  l a w s  w e r e  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  J u d g e  T a y 

l o r ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  t e l l s  u s ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  n o  o r g a n i z e d  l a w  

e n f o r c e m e n t ,  b u t  t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  n o t  u n l i k e  o t h e r  p i o n e e r  

s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  t h a t  d a y  a n d  t h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  a n d  h a d  i t s  

b a n d  o f  m e n ,  k n o w n  a s  “ C a p t a i n  S l i c k ’ s C o m p a n y ; ”  t h e  o r i g i n  

o f  w h i c h  n a m e ,  n e i t h e r  J u d g e  T a y l o r  n o r  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  b e e n  

a b le  t o  t r a c e .  A  c h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  t im e s  g i v e s  i t  t h a t  t h i s  c o m 

p a n y  w a s  v e r y  v i g o r o u s  i n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  i t s  o w n  l a w s ,  a n d  

a t  t im e s  i n f l i c t e d  p u n i s h m e n t  c a l c u la t e d  t o  d e t e r  t h e  c u l p r i t  

f r o m  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  a  s e c o n d  o f f e n s e ,  p r o v i d e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

h e  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  p u n i s h m e n t .  J u s t i c e  w a s  a d m i n i s 

t e r e d  b y  t h i s  c o m p a n y  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  f a s h i o n : 

A n  u n d e s i r a b l e  c i t i z e n ,  a s  t h i e f ,  a n d  s u c h  l i k e ,  w a s  w a r n e d ,  b y  

a n  o r d e r  s i g n e d  “ C a p t a i n  S l i c k , ”  t o  le a v e  t o w n  i n  a  g i v e n  

t i m e .  F a i l i n g  t o  g i v e  h e e d  t o  t h e  o r d e r ,  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e  

w a s  s e v e r e l y  t h r a s h e d ,  a n d  i n  c a s e  t h e  o r d e r  f o r  r e m o v a l  w a s  

n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o m p l i e d  w i t h ,  h e  h a d  b o t h  e a r s  c r o p p e d  a n d  

h i s  c h e e k s  b r a n d e d .

I n a s m u c h  a s  J u d g e  T a y l o r  d o e s  n o t  v o u c h  f o r  t h e  v e r i t y  o f  

t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t o  u s  b y  t h i s  

le g e n d  a b o u t  C a p t a i n  S l i c k ,  t h e  a u t h o r  f e e ls  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  i n t e r 

e S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  9S. E d i t io n  1810.
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p r e t  t h e  s a m e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

w h i c h  h e  h a s  a c c e s s ,  a n d ,  i n  a  m e a s u r e ,  t o  q u e s t i o n  i t s  e n t i r e  

a u t h e n t i c i t y .

T h e  p u n i s h m e n t  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  

f o r  c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s ,  a s  i t  s e e m s  t o  u s  n o w ,  w a s  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  

“ c r u e l  a n d  u n u s u a l ”  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  w a n 

t o n l y  v i c i o u s  a n d  i n h u m a n .  T h e  s t a t u t e  l a w  o f  t h o s e  t im e s  

r e c o g n i z e d  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e ,  i n  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  a w a r d e d ,  n o r  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  i t s  

i n f l i c t i o n .  M e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  w e r e ,  a l i k e ,  p u n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  

t r i v i a l  m i s d e m e a n o r s  b y  a  f i n e ,  a n d  “ m o r e o v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h i r t y -  

n i n e  la s h e s  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  b a r e  b a c k ,  w e l l  l a i d  o n ,  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  

w h i p p i n g - p o s t , ”  a n d  w e r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e t o  m a d e  t o  s t a n d  i n  

t h e  p u b l i c  p i l l o r y  f o r  d a y s .  T h e  m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  o f  c o r 

p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  i n f l i c t e d ,  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

“ t h i r t y - n i n e  la s h e s  w e l l  l a i d  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  b a r e  b a c k . ”  E v e n  

t h i s  d i d  n o t  s u f f i c e  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  f o r ,  “ i f  a n y  p e r s o n  d o  

f e l o n i o u s l y  t a k e  o r  s t e a l  a n y  h o r s e ,  m a r e  o r  g e l d i n g ,  f o a l  o r  

f i l l y ,  a s s  o r  m u l e ,  t h e  p e r s o n  s o  o f f e n d i n g  s h a l l  r e s t o r e  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  s o  s t o le n  o r  p a y  t h e  v a l u e  t h e r e o f ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  

a d j u d g e d  b y  t h e  j u r y  t r y i n g  s u c h  o f f e n d e r ,  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o r  

o w n e r s  t h e r e o f ,  a n d  b e  f i n e d  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  j u r y  i n  a  

s u m  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s ,  a n d  s h a l l  m o r e o v e r  

r e e c iv e  t h i r t y - n i n e  la s h e s  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  b a r e  b a c k ,  w e l l  l a i d  o n ,  

a n d  b e  b r a n d e d  o n  t h e  f a c e ,  o r  i n  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d ,  a s  t h e  c o u r t  

s h a l l  t h i n k  f i t ,  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  “ T , ”  a n d  b e  i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  a  

t e r m  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  t w e l v e  m o n t h s . ” 7 A n y o n e  k n o w i n g l y  p u r 

c h a s i n g  s u c h  s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y  w a s  s i m i l a r l y  p u n i s h e d . 8 J u s t  

w h y  t h e  l a w  p r e s c r i b e d  t h i r t y - n i n e  la s h e s  i n s t e a d  o f  f o r t y  o r  

f o r t y - o n e  a n d  s o  o n ,  m u s t  n e e d s  r e m a i n  u n a n s w e r e d .  B u t ,  

m a y  w e  n o t  p a u s e  t o  i n q u i r e ,  a n d  w i t h  s o m e  p e r t i n e n c y — is  i t  

p o s s ib le  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  “ t h i r t y - n i n e  

la s h e s  w e l l  l a i d  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  b a r e  b a c k ”  w a s  t h e  l i m i t  o f  

h u m a n  e n d u r a n c e ?

A s  w e  v i e w  i t  f r o m  th e s e  t im e s ,  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a w s  

o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  a s  r e g a r d s  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t ,  c r im e s  

o f  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  a n d  e q u a l  i n j u r y  t o  s o c ie t y ,  a n d  a s  r e g a r d s  

t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  m e t e d  o u t  t o  w h i t e s  a n d  n e g r o e s ,  

f o r  t h e  s a m e  o f f e n s e s ,  a r e  t h e i r  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  a n d  n o t e w o r t h y  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a s  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  u s ,  a  f a i l u r e  o n  

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a w  m a k e r s  o f  t h a t  d a y  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  t r u e

i  a n d  8 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  214. E d i t i o n  1S16.
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p u r p o s e  b a c k  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  c r im e s .  F o r  is  i t  n o t  t h e  v e r y  

e s s e n c e  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h a t  c e l e r i t y  a n d  n o t  s e v e r i t y  o f  p u n i s h 

m e n t  d e t e r s  f r o m  c r i m e ?  T h e  p u n i s h m e n t  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  

s e e m s  t o  u s  g r e a t l y  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e  i n j u r y  d o n e  s o c ie t y ,  

i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  o f f e n s e .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  in s t a n c e s  is  

f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  p r e s c r i b e s  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  f o r  

t h e  o f f e n s e  o f  f o r g e r y . 9 T h i s  s t a t u t e  a l s o  s t r i k i n g l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  a w a r d e d  f o r  i t s  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  

t h a t  a w a r d e d  f o r  t h e  o f f e n s e  o f  s t e a l i n g  a  h o r s e ,  j u s t  q u o t e d  

f r o m  a b o v e ; b o t h ,  c r im e s  o f  k i n d r e d  n a t u r e ,  e q u a l l y  h u r t f u l  t o  

s o c ie t y .

N o  le s s  r e m a r k a b l e  is  t h e  d i s s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  

a w a r d e d  w h i t e s  a n d  n e g r o e s ; f o r ,  u p o n  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s t a t u t e s  p r e s c r i b i n g  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  p e r j u r y ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  i n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  a  w h i t e  o f f e n d e r  h e  w a s  “ f i n e d  n o t  e x c e e d in g  

$ 3 0 0 .0 0 ,  a n d  s t o o d  i n  t h e  p i l l o r y  t w o  h o u r s ,  a n d  h a d  t h i r t y - n i n e  

la s h e s  o n  t h e  b a r e  b a c k  ;” 10 w h e r e a s ,  “ w h e n  a n y  n e g r o  o r  

m u l a t t o  s h a l l  b e  f o u n d ,  u p o n  p r o o f  m a d e  t o  a n y  c o u n t y  o r  

c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y ,  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  a  f a l s e  t e s t i m o n y ,  

e v e r y  s u c h  o f f e n d e r  s h a l l ,  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  t r i a l ,  b e  o r d e r e d  b y  

s a id  c o u r t  t o  h a v e  o n e  e a r  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  p i l l o r y ,  a n d  t h e r e  s t a n d  

f o r  t h e  s p a c e  o f  o n e  h o u r ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s a id  e a r  t o  b e  c u t  o f f ,  

a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  e a r  n a i l e d  i n  l i k e  m a n n e r  a n d  c u t  o f f  

a t  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  h o u r ,  a n d  m o r e o v e r ,  t o  r e c e iv e  

t h i r t y - n i n e  la s h e s  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  b a r e  b a c k ,  w e l l  l a i d  o n ,  a t  t h e  

p u b l i c  w h i p p i n g - p o s t ,  o r  s u c h  o t h e r  p u n i s h m e n t  a s  t h e  c o u r t  

s h a l l  t h i n k  p r o p e r  n o t  e x t e n d i n g  t o  l i f e  o r  l i m b . ” 11 S u r e l y  s u c h  

e x c e s s iv e  p u n i s h m e n t  w a s  i l l  t i m e d  a n d  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n ,  a n d  

t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  is  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  t h a t ,  

i n  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  n e g r o e s  h a d  n o  s t a n d i n g  a s  w i t 

n e s s e s  a n d  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  n o t  e v i d e n c e  u n le s s  c o r r o b o 

r a t e d  b y  “ p r e g n a n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d  t h e n ,  o n l y  a t  t h e  d i s 

c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  j u d g e .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h e  c o n f e s s io n  o f  t h e  a c 

c u s e d  w a s  g o o d  a n d  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  t o  c o n v i c t  h i m . 12 E v e n  

g r e a t e r  a n d  m o r e  p o i n t e d  is  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s s i m i l a r i t y ,  

f o u n d  i n  t h a t  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  t h a t ,  “ W h e n  a n y  n e g r o  

o r  m u l a t t o  w h o s o e v e r  s h a l l  b e  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a n  o f f e n s e  n o t

9 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  21G. E d i t i o n  1S1<>.
S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  217. E d i t i o n  1S1G.

11 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  223. E d i t i o n  181(1. W e  
m a r v e l  t h a t  e v e n  t h i s  s a v in g  l i m i t a t i o n  Is  p la c e d  u p o n  th e  r i g h t  o f  
t h e  ju d g e  to  i n f l i c t  c o r p o r a l  p u n is h m e n t  u p o n  a  n e g ro .

12 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  223. E d i t i o n  1810.
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p u n i s h a b l e  w i t h  d e a t h  b y  t h i s  a c t ,  j u d g m e n t  o f  d e a t h  s h a l l  n o t  

b e  g i v e n  a g a i n s t  h i m  o r  h e r ,  u p o n  s u c h  c o n v i c t i o n ,  b u t  h e  o r  

s h e  s h a l l  b e  b u r n t  i n  t h e  h a n d  b y  t h e  s h e r i f f ,  i n  o p e n  c o u r t ,  o r  

s u f f e r  s u c h  o t h e r  a n d  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a s  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  

t h i n k  f i t  t o  i n f l i c t ,  e x c e p t  w h e r e  h e  o r  s h e  o n c e  h a d  t h e  b e n e f i t  

o f  t h i s  a c t ,  a n d  i n  t h o s e  c a s e s ,  s u c h  n e g r o  o r  m u l a t t o  s h a l l  

s u f f e r  d e a t h . ” 13

I n  t a k i n g  a  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  v i e w  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  l a w s  o f  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y ,  o n e  is  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  

c r i m e  h a d  a s  i t s  p u r p o s e  o n e  o f  t w o  o b j e c t i v e s ,  e i t h e r  t o  r e n d e r  

a s s u r a n c e  d o u b l y  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c u l p r i t  w o u l d  n o t  a g a i n  o f f e n d  

a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y  b y  r e m o v i n g  h i m  ( t h r o u g h  t h e  d e a t h  r o u t e )  

f r o m  a l l  s u c h  t e m p t a t i o n s ; o r  t o  s o  m a r k  h i m ,  b y  b u r n i n g  h i m  

w i t h  t h e  “ b r a n d  o f  j u s t i c e ”  a n d  l a s h i n g  h e r  m a n d a t e s  t h r o u g h  

h i s  b a r e d  b a c k ,  a s  t o  m a k e  o f  h i m  a  c o n t i n u i n g  s p e c t a c le  o f  

h o r r o r .  B e  i t  r e m e m b e r e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  l a w 

m a k e r s  o f  o u r  o w n ,  t h e  A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y ,  a l l  t h e s e  s t a t u t e s  

w e r e  p a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 8 0 7 ,  a n d  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  n e w  

s e t t l e m e n t  a s  r u l e s  t o  l i v e  a n d  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l a w s  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  1 8 0 9 .

V i e w i n g  i n  t h e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  t h e s e  l a w s ,  p r o v i d i n g  p u n i s h 

m e n t  f o r  c r i m e ,  b e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  t h e  w h i l e ,  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  f e a 

t u r e s  o f  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  i n f l i c t e d  b y  C a p t a i n  S l i c k  a n d  h i s  b a n d ,  

a r e  l i k e w i s e  t h e  c h i e f  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  

l a w ,  w e  r e a d i l y  r e a l i z e  h o w  a  le g e n d ,  s u c h  a s  t h a t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

C a p t a i n  S l i c k ,  c o u ld  h a v e  f o u n d  l o d g m e n t  a n d  c r e d e n c e  i n  t h e  

m i n d  o f  p o s t e r i t y .  T h a t  t h e r e  w a s  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e f u n d a m e n -  

t a l s  o f  s u c h  a  l e g e n d  c a n n o t  b e  d o u b t e d ,  b u t  t h a t  s u c h  p u n i s h m e n t  

a s  t h e r e  a s c r i b e d  t o  C a p t a i n  S l i c k  a n d  h i s  b a n d ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  

b e e n  i n f l i c t e d  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  s u c h ,  is  e x 

t r e m e l y  d o u b t f u l .  I t  is  e n t i r e l y  p o s s ib le ,  e v e n  p r o b a b le ,  t h a t  

t h i s  l e g e n d ,  f i r m l y  e m b e d d e d  i n  f a c t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  w a s  

s t a r t e d  u p o n  i t s  c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n n a ls  o f  t i m e ,  as  a  s im p le  

h i s t o r i c  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  a w a r d e d  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  

u n d e r  t h e  o l d  l a w s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ;  a n d  a s  y e a r s  p a s s e d ,  i t  

b e c a m e  a  le g e n d ,  b y  c o n s t a n t  r e p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e 

t o  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  C a p t a i n  S l i c k ,  t o  g i v e  i t  t h e  p r o p e r  s e t t i n g  

o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e .  N o  n a r r a t i o n  o f  f a c t s  o r  e v e n t s  i n  s o  u n 

w o r t h y  a s  t o  b e c o m e  a  le g e n d  t i l l  i t  is  a t t i r e d  i n  s o m e  p i c t u r e s 

q u e  g a r b .

is  S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  223. E d i t i o n  181G.
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T h e  r e a d e r 's  p a r d o n  is  a s k e d  f o r  h a v i n g  d i g r e s s e d  a t  s u c h  

l e n g t h  f r o m  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  c o u r t s  a n d  c o u r t  s y s t e m s  

f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  s u c h  s e r i o u s n e s s  t h e  s e e m in g  

t r i v i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  C a p t a i n  S l i c k .  B u t  a s  i t  is  

t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  a  n a r r a t o r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

a n d  g i v e  r e c o r d  t o  e v e r y  f a c t  a n d  i n c i d e n t ,  w h e t h e r  l a r g e  o r  

s m a l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  a  t e n d e n c y ,  

e v e n  r e m o t e l y  t o  i l l u m i n e  t h e  f u t u r e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  p e o p le  h e  s e e k s  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e s e  p a g e s  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e c r e a n t  t o  a  d u t y  h a d  h e  n o t  g i v e n  s e r i o u s  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  C a p t a i n  S l i c k  a n d  h i s  c o m p a n y .

C O U R T S

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  w h i c h  w e r e  e x t e n d e d  

o v e r  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 0 9 ,  c a m e  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  t e r r i 

t o r y .  F o r  a  t i m e  l a w s  w e r e  e n f o r c e d  a n d  j u s t i c e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

i n  t h e  c o u n t y  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i 

t o r y .  L a t e r ,  a n d  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 8 0 9 .  t h i s  c o u r t  w a s  a b o l 

i s h e d ,  a n d  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  a  c o u n t y  c o u r t ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ S u p e 

r i o r  c o u r t  o f  l a w  a n d  e q u i t y , ”  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d . 14 B y  t h e  c lo s e  o f  

1 8 1 0  a l l  c o u r t s  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  

w i t h  a  f u l l  f o r c e  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y .

S t e p h e n  N e a l  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s h e r i f f  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  h e ld  

o f f i c e  f r o m  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  1 8 0 9  t o  1 8 2 2 .

I f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  o n e  a c t  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  w h i c h  w a s  m o r e  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t o  M a d i s o n  

c o u n t y  a n d  m o r e  p o t e n t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  u p o n  a 

f i r m  b a s is ,  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r ,  i t  w a s  t h e  a c t  o f  M a r c h  2 ,  1 8 1 0 ,  

w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  c o u n t y  t o  e le c t  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b ly ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  v o t e  f o r  o n e  d e le g a t e  

f r o m  s a id  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 15

T h e  m a t t e r  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  a r r a n g i n g  c o u r t s ,  s e e m s  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  a  p e r p l e x i n g  p r o b l e m  e v e n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  B y  t h i s  

s a m e  a c t ,  j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  a u t h o r i t y  w a s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  t e r r i 

t o r i a l  g o v e r n o r  t o  a p p o i n t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  j u d g e  “ w h o  s h a l l  r e s i d e  

i n  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y . ”  T h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  a l s o  

i n v e s t e d  w i t h  p o w e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  i n  e a c h  c o u n t y  

o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ;  a n d  i t  w a s  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  f i n a l

S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  M age 178. E d i t i o n  1816.
is  S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  48. E d i t i o n  1810.
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j u d g m e n t s  a n d  d e c r e e s  r e n d e r e d  i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  M a d i 

s o n  w e r e  a p p e a la b l e  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  A d a m s  c o u n t y . 16

T h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  M a d i s o n  a n d  t h e  t i m e  

f o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  s a m e  w e r e  f i x e d  b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

L e g i s l a t u r e ,  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 8 1 1 ,  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  M o n d a y  i n  

M a y  a n d  N o v e m b e r ,  t o  b e  h e ld  f o r  t w e l v e  j u d i c i a l  d a y s ,  a t  e a c h  

t e r m .  B y  t h i s  s a m e  a c t  i t  w a s  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

c o u r t ,  f o r  c o u n t y  p u r p o s e s ,  b e  h e ld  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M a d i s o n  

i n  M a y  a n d  N o v e m b e r ,  f o r  t w o  d a y s ,  a t  e a c h  t e r m ,  w h i c h  h a d  

e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  c a u s e s  i n  w h i c h  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 2 0 0  

w a s  i n v o l v e d . 17

L a t e r ,  i t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  b u s in e s s  o f  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  

r e q u i r e d  m o r e  t i m e ,  s o  a c c o r d i n g l y  b y  a c t  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 ,  1 8 1 4 ,  

t h e  t e r m s  o f  c o u r t  w e r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  e i g h t e e n  j u d i c i a l  d a y s ,  

e a c h . 18

W e  h a v e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  A d a m s  c o u n t y  

s e r v e d  a s  a  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a ls  f o r  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  j u d g m e n t s  a n d  

d e c r e e s  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  B y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  J a n u a r y  2 0 t h ,  1 8 1 4 ,  t h e r e  w a s  c r e a t e d ,  t h e  s u 

p r e m e  c o u r t  o f  e r r o r s  a n d  a p p e a ls ,  w i t h  j u d g e s  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  

b y  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n o r ,  w i t h  t e r m s  t o  b e  h e ld  t w i c e  e a c h  

y e a r  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  M o n d a y  i n  J u n e  a n d  D e c e m b e r ,  w h i c h  w a s  

i n  l i e u  o f  a n d  h a d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a l l  a p p e a ls  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  

t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  A d a m s  c o u n t y . 19 T h i s  s a m e  a c t  c o n f e r r e d  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  u p o n  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  M a d i s o n ,  o f  a l l  a c t i o n s  

a n d  s u i t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  a m o u n t  i n v o l v e d  e x c e e d e d  $ 5 0 . 0 0 .

J u d g e  T a y l o r  t e l l s  u s ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h a t ,  t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t  e v e r  

h e ld  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  i n f e r i o r  c o u r t ,  w h i c h  w a s  

c o n v e n e d  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 1 0 .  F i v e  j u s t i c e s  s a t  

u p o n  t h e  b e n c h ,  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r  a s  c h i c f  j u s t i c e  o f  

t h e  q u o r u m .  L e r o y  P o p e  w a s  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  a n d  E .  W a r d ,  

W i l l i a m  D i c k s o n ,  J .  W i t h e r s ,  a n d  T h o m a s  B i b b  w e r e  a s s o c ia te  

j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  w h i l e  W i l l i a m  W i n s t o n  w a s  c l e r k .  I n  

1 8 2 0  t h i s  c o u r t  w a s  a b o l i s h e d  a n d  i n  i t s  s t e a d  t h e r e  w a s  

c r e a t e d  a  c o u r t  w i t h  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o - e x t e n s i v e  w i t h  o u r  p r e s e n t  

p r o b a t e  c o u r t ,  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e t o ,  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c i v i l

io  T t is  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  b e l ie f  t h a t  A d a m ’s B o u n ty  w a s  in  t h a t  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w h ic h  is  n o w  M is s i s s i p p i ; a n d  h a d  as  i t s  w e s te r n  
b o u n d a r y  t h e  M is s is s ip p i  r i v e r ,  a n d  e x te n d e d  a p p r o x im a t e ly  a c ro s s  
th e  s ta te .  A s  to  th is ,  h o w e v e r ,  l ie  c a n n o t  l ie  c e r ta in ,  o w in g  to  a la c k  
o f  d a ta  u p o n  t h e  s u b je c t .

17 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  181). E d i t i o n  1S10.
is  S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  205. E d i t i o n  1810.
10 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  200. E d i t i o n  1810.
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c a u s e s .  O f  t h i s  c o u r t  S a m  C h a p m a n ,  b r o t h e r  o f  R e u b e n  C h a p 

m a n ,  a f t e r w a r d s  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  j u d g e ,  

s e r v i n g  a s  s u c h  f r o m  1 8 2 0  t o  1 8 3 4 .  E d w a r d  C h a m b e r s  B e t t s ,  

g r a n d f a t h e r  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  w a s  t h e  l a s t  j u d g e  o f  t h i s  c o u r t ,  

s e r v i n g  a s  s u c h  f r o m  1 8 4 9  t o  1 8 5 0 ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  a b o l i s h e d ,  a n d  

t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o b a t e  c o u r t  c r e a t e d  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  w i t h  J .  M .  

O t e v  a s  i t s  f i r s t ,  j u d g e .

T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  w h i c h  

w e  h a v e  n o t e d ,  w a s  o p e n e d  o n  O c t o b e r  1 ,  1 8 1 0 ,  w i t h  O b e d ia h  

J o n e s  a s  j u d g e ,  a n d  P e t e r  P e r k i n s  a s  c l e r k .  A  c h r o n i c l e  o f  

t h e  t im e s  h a s  i t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a n  o c c a s io n  o f  s e r i o u s  m o m e n t  

i n  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s h i s t o r y .  T h a t  i t  w a s  s o  r e g a r d e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  

o f f i c i a l s  c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t e d ,  w h e n  w e  l e a r n  t h a t  g r e a t  p o m p  

a n d  c e r e m o n y  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  a u s p i c i o u s  e v e n t .  A t  t h i s  s e s s io n  

o f  t h e  c o u r t  t h e  h e r e a f t e r  n a m e d  g e n t l e m e n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  c r e 

d e n t i a l s  a s  a t t o r n e y s  a t  l a w ,  h a d  t h e i r  n a m e s  e n r o l l e d ,  a n d  

w e r e  a c c o r d i n g l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

T w i c k e n h a m  B a r :  J .  W .  W a l k e r ,  w h o  s e r v e d  a s  a t t o r n e y -  

g e n e r a l  a t  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m  o f  t h e  c o u r t ; J .  C .  H a m i l t o n ,  G e o .  

C o t t e r ,  J a m e s  R o g e r s ,  G a b r i e l  M o o r e ,  M a r m a d u k e  W i l l i a m s ,  

a n d  L e w i s  W i n s t o n ,  a f t e r w a r d s  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  t e r r i 

t o r y .

T h e  f i r s t  b u s in e s s  s e s s io n  o f  t h i s  c o u r t  w a s  h e ld  o n  t h e  f i r s t  

M o n d a y  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 1 0 .

P U R C H A S E R S  A T  L A N D  S A L E S  O F  1809

G r e a t  n u m b e r s  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  p u r c h a s e r s  p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 8 0 9 ,  e a g e r  t o  b i d  o n  t h e  l a n d s  o f 

f e r e d  f o r  s a le  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  p o t e n t i a l  

s e t t l e r s  w e r e  w e a l t h y  a n d  o w n e d  l a r g e  b o d ie s  o f  s la v e s .

T w i c k e n h a m  w a s  r e a c h e d  b y  t w o  p r i n c i p a l  l i n e s  o f  t r a v e l ,  

b o t h  l e a d i n g  N o r t h  f o r  a b o u t  t e n  m i l e s  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  m e r g e d  

i n t o  w h a t  is  n o w  t h e  N e w  M a r k e t  r o a d ,  w h i c h  p r o c e e d e d  t h e n c e  

n o r t h w a r d  t o  N a s h v i l l e .  T o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  N e w  M a r k e t  t h i s  

r o u t e  w a s  t a p p e d  b y  a  r o a d  l e a d i n g  e a s t w a r d  t h r o u g h  T e n 

n e s s e e  a n d  c r o s s i n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  a b o u t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  G e o r g i a ,  p r o c e e d i n g  t h e n c e  i n t o  G e o r g ia .  

I t  is  a l o n g  t h i s  l a t t e r  r o u t e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  

p o t e n t i a l  s e t t l e r s  c a m e  i n  1 8 0 9 .  T h e y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  N e w  

M a r k e t  r o a d  t i l l  F l i n t  r i v e r ,  i n  t h i s  c o u n t y ,  w a s  r e a c h e d ,  h e r e  

t h e y  d i v i d e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  b y  t h e  

D e p o s i t  r o a d  t o  w h a t  is  n o w  B r o w n s b o r o ,  a n d  t h e n c e  i n t o
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T w i c k e n h a m ;  o t h e r s  c a m e  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  n o r t h  f r o m  

t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  F l i n t  r i v e r ,  a l o n g  w h i c h  n o w  p a s s e s  t h e  

T h r e e  F o r k s  o f  F l i n t  r o a d .

A s  m a n y  o f  t h e  m e n ,  w h o s e  n a m e s  a r e  s o  i n d e l i b l y  s t a m p e d  

u p o n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  o u r  S t a t e ’ s , a n d  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  o u r  

n a t i o n ’ s , h i s t o r y ,  b e c a m e  p u r c h a s e r s  a t  t h e s e  s a le s ,  a f t e r w a r d s  

s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a m is s  t o  h e r e  r e c o r d  s o m e  

o f  t h o s e  n a m e s .

L a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  n o r t h  f r o m  

T w i c k e n h a m  t o  F l i n t  r i v e r  w e r e  b i d  i n  b y  W i l l i a m  M o o r e ,  N a 

t h a n  S t r o n g ,  J a m e s  R o p e r ,  M a t t h e w  W e a v e r ,  a n d  J o h n  R .  B .  

E l d r i d g e .  C l o s e r  i n t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  b u t  a l o n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  

s a m e  r o a d ,  w h i c h  is  n o w  k n o w n  a s  M e r i d i a n  P i k e ,  p u r c h a s e s  o f  

l a n d  w e r e  m a d e  b y  R .  T h o m p s o n ,  T h o m a s  B i b b ,  J .  M a n n i n g ,  B .  

S .  P o p e ,  J .  L o w e r y ,  J .  W .  W a t k i n s ,  J .  C o n n a l l y ,  P .  C o x ,  J .  W .  

W a l k e r ,  H u g h  M c V a y ,  a n d  C .  C a b a n is s .  A r o u n d  T w i c k e n 

h a m ,  a n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  w e r e  

b o u g h t  b y  D r .  D a v i d  M o o r e ,  A r c h i e  M c D o n n e l l ,  a n d  T. &  S . 

A c k l e n ,  w h i l e  o u t  t o w a r d  w h a t  is  n o w  k n o w n  a s  R u s s e l l ’ s H i l l ,  

j u s t  w e s t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  p u r c h a s e s  w e r e  m a d e  b y  E .  D i l -  

w o r t h ,  E .  W a r d ,  a n d  J .  A l l i s o n .

I n  d u e  s e a s o n ,  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t — i n  m o s t  i n s t a n c e s  o f  l o g s —  

u p o n  t h e s e  t r a c t s .  G r e a t  d r o v e s  o f  s la v e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e s e  

s e t t l e r s  h a v i n g  b e e n  b r o u g h t  i n ,  c l e a r i n g  o f  l a n d  c o m m e n c e d  

s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r .  N o w ,  t h e  b u s in e s s  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h i s  f r o n 

t i e r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n t o  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  f a m e d  

m e t r o p o l i s  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y  i t  w a s  s o o n  t o  b e ,  w a s  

b e g u n  i n  e a r n e s t ,  a n d  p r o g r e s s e d  w i t h  a  g r a t i f y i n g  a n d  u n p r e c 

e d e n t e d  r a p i d i t y .

A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ’ s p a g e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  d i d  

T w i c k e n h a m  a n d  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  s h a r e  t o w a r d  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r 

r i t o r y ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  n a m e s ,  o f  t h o s e  s t a t e s m e n ,  w h i c h  

f o r m  t h e  v e r y  p i l l a r s  o f  h i s t o r y ’s a r k  a n d  t h a t c h  i t s  r o o f ,  a r e  

i n t i m a t e  t o  t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  F o r  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  p u r c h a s e d  

la n d s  a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  T w i c k e n h a m  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 0 9  a n d  

1 8 1 0  w e r e :  T h o m a s  B i b b ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  

S e n a t e ,  w h o  s u c c e e d e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  

u p o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  B i b b ,  i t s  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r ;  

G a b r i e l  M o o r e ,  a n d  C l e m e n t  C o m e r  C l a y ,  b o t h  o f  w h o m  b e 

c a m e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  w h o m  s e r v e d  

A l a b a m a  a s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e n a t o r ,  s h e d d i n g  l u s t r e  u p o n  h e r
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p e o p le ,  a n d  b y  h i s  m a r k e d  a b i l i t i e s  c r e a t i n g  f o r  A l a b a m a ,  t h e  

n e w  S t a t e ,  a n  e n v ia b le  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o u n s e ls  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ; 

L e r o y  P o p e  is  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  c h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  

t i m e s  a s  t h e  “ F a t h e r  o f  H u n t s v i l l e , ”  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  

s e r v e  h i s  p e o p le  i n  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d  c a p a c i t i e s ,  a c t i n g ,  a s  w e  

h a v e  s e e n ,  a s  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

J .  W .  W a l k e r  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  l a w y e r  a d m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  

c o u r t s  o f  t h i s  c O u n ty ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  a t  t h e  f i r s t  

s e s s io n  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  a n d  l a t e r  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  s e n a t o r s  f r o m  A l a b a m a .  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  t e r m  

A l a b a m a  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s C o n g r e s s  b y  t w o  

s e n a t o r s  a n d  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e s e ,  t h e r e  

w e r e  m a n y  m o r e  w h o s e  n a m e s  a d o r n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  M a d i s o n ’ s 

h i s t o r y ,  s u c h  a s : P e y t o n  C o x ,  J .  M a n n i n g ,  a n d  R o b e r t  T h o m p 

s o n .  A l l  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  c a m e  t o  t h e  n e w  s e t t l e m e n t  f r o m  P e t e r s 

b u r g ,  E l b e r t  c o u n t y ,  G e o r g i a ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d  s e e m ,  i n  c o m i n g ,  

s t r i p p e d  t h a t  t o w n  o f  i t s  v i t a l  f o r c e s ,  r e n d e r i n g  i t  s t a g n a n t ,  f o r  

i t  h a s  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s .

E S T A B L I S H M E N T  A N D  F O U N D I N G  O F  T W I C K E N H A M

A s  w e  h a v e  o b s e r v e d ,  o n  t h e  2 2 n d  d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 0 9 ,  

t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  a  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  l a y  o u t  

t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  w h e n  s o  l a i d  o u t  i t  w a s  t o  b e  “ c a l l e d  a n d  k n o w n  

b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  T w i c k e n h a m . ”  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  h a d  

b e t w e e n  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  i n h a b i t a n t s .  J u s t  w h y  

t h e  n a m e  o f  T w i c k e n h a m  w a s  c h o s e n  is  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n 

j e c t u r e .  T h e  m o v i n g  s p i r i t  a n d  t h e  d o m i n a n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

n e a r l y  a l l  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  L e r o y  

P o p e ,  a  w e a l t h y  m a n ,  p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  a n d  l i b e r a l .  H e  w a s  a  

g r e a t  a d m i r e r  o f  t h e  p o e t  A l e x a n d e r  P o p e ,  t h o u g h  n o  r e l a t i o n ,  

s o  f a r  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  b e e n  a b le  t o  a s c e r t a i n .  T h e  p o e t ’ s 

E n g l i s h  h o m e  w a s  n a m e d  T w i c k e n h a m .  T h r o u g h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  L e r o y  P o p e  t h i s  w a s  t h e  n a m e  g i v e n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  u p o n  i t s  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  e a r l y  

i n  1 8 1 0 ,  l a i d  o u t  t h e  t o w n ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n  i t s  l i m i t s ,  a b o u t  s i x t y  

a c r e s .  T h e  t o w n  s i t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  “ B i g  S p r i n g , ”  h a d  b e e n  

p r e v i o u s l y  p u r c h a s e d ,  i n  1 8 0 8 ,  b y  M a r t i n  B e a t y  f r o m  t h e  “ T e n 

n e s s e e  L a n d  C o m p a n y , ”  f o r  t h e  s u m  o f  $ 1 . 0 0  p e r  a c r e .  O n e  

t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e ,  t o  w h i c h  h e  a f t e r 

w a r d s  r e le a s e d  h i s  c l a i m ,  u p o n ‘ e f f e c t i n g  a  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t .  B e f o r e  t h e  t o w n  s i t e  w a s  l a i d
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o u t ,  a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l a n d  s a le s  i n  1 8 0 9 ,  L e r o y  P o p e  p u r 

c h a s e d  t h e  q u a r t e r s e c t i o n  o f  l a n d  u p o n  w h i c h  w a s  l o c a t e d  t h e  

s p r i n g ,  a t  t h e ,  t h e n ,  e x o r b i t a n t  p r i c e  o f  $ 2 3 . 0 0  p e r  a c r e .  T h a t  

t h e  b i d d i n g  f o r  t h i s  p ie c e  o f  l a n d  w a s  s h a r p  is  a t t e s t e d  b y  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  i t  b r o u g h t  f o u r  t i m e s  a s  m u c h  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  

la n d s .  P o p e  b o u g h t  t h i s  l a n d  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  l o c a t i n g  t h e  

c o u n t y  s i t e  u p o n  i t ,  w h i c h  w a s  a c c o r d i n g l y  d o n e ,  l a t e r .

T h e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  t o w n  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

s p r i n g  b l u f f .  I t  is  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  b y  J .  W .  

L e a k e ,  a  l o c a l  s u r v e y o r ,  w h o  i t  s e e m s  d i d  a l l  s u c h  w o r k  t i l l

1 8 1 6 ,  w h e n  H u n t e r  P e e l ,  a n  E n g l i s h m a n ,  c a m e  t o  H u n t s v i l l e .  

T w i c k e n h a m  w a s  b o u n d e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  b y  w h a t  is  n o w  H o l m e s  

s t r e e t ; o n  t h e  e a s t  b y  L i n c o l n  s t r e e t ; o n  t h e  s o u t h  b y  W i l l i a m s  

s t r e e t ,  a n d  o n  t h e  w e s t  b y  G a l a t i n  a n d  H e n r y  s t r e e t s ,  o r  O a k  

a v e n u e .

T h e  t o w n  b e i n g  n o w  p l a t t e d ,  t h e  c o m m i s s io n e r s  b o u g h t  t h i r t y  

a c r e s ,  t h e  s o u t h  h a l f  o f  w h i c h  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  L e r o y  P o p e  

a t  $ 2 5 . 0 0  p e r  a c r e .  T h i s  t h i r t y  a c r e s  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  c o m 

m i s s i o n e r s ,  w a s  t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s p r i n g  b l u f f ,  

c o m p r i s i n g  w h a t  is  n o w  a  p o r t i o n  o f  C o u r t  s q u a r e ,  a n d  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  a b u t t i n g  t h e r e o n .  M r .  P o p e  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  t o w n  f o r  

p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s ,  w h a t  is  n o w  t h e  j a i l  l o t  a n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  c o u r t  

h o u s e  s q u a r e .  T h i s  t h i r t y  a c r e s  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  h a l f - a c r e  lo t s ,  

w h i c h ,  w h e n  s o ld ,  b r o u g h t  f r o m  $ 2 0 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 5 0 0 . 0 0  e a c h .  T h e  

t o t a l  r e v e n u e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  s a le s  w a s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  w h i c h ,  

a s  d i r e c t e d ,  w a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  

t h e r e a f t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g u n .

T h e  f i r s t  l o t ,  i n  T w i c k e n h a m ,  w a s  s o l d  o n  J u l y  4 t h ,  1 8 1 0 ,  

w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  m a r k  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  e r a  o f  p h e n o m e n a l  

g r o w t h ,  n o t  a l o n e  f o r  t h e  t o w n  a n d  c o u n t y ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  

S t a t e  a s  w e l l .  S o o n ,  t h e r e a f t e r ,  J o h n  H i c k m a n  w a s  a w a r d e d  

t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  

w a s  c o m p le t e d  i n  1 8 1 6 ,  a n d  s t o o d  u p o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

o n e .  C o - t e m p o r a n e o u s  w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  

j u s t i c e ,  a  j a i l  w a s  b u i l t ;  a n d  c o m p le t e d  a f t e r  d e la y  c o m m e n s u 

r a t e  w i t h  t h a t  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  

a n d  w a s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  F r o m  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  c o n s u m e d  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  

o n e  m i g h t  i n f e r  t h a t  t h i s  n o b le  w o r k  o f  e r e c t i n g  M a d i s o n ’ s 

f i r s t  s h r i n e  t o  t h e  G o d d e s s  o f  J u s t i c e ,  w a s  p r o b a b l y  f i n i s h e d  b y  

t h e  “ h e i r s ,  e x e c u t o r s  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ”  o f  J o h n  H i c k m a n ,  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t o r .  A t  a n y  r a t e ,  t h e s e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  in  t h e i r
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i n c o m p l e t e  s t a t e ,  b e c a m e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  a g a i n ,  o n  

D e c e m b e r  1 2 ,  1 8 1 6 ,  w h e n  a n  a c t  w a s  p a s s e d  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t :  

“ T h e  j u s t i c e s  o f  s a id  c o u n t y  c o u r t  b e  a n d  t h e y  a r e  h e r e b y  

a p p o i n t e d  a  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  s a id  c o u n t y , ”  w i t h  p o w e r  

t o  p u r c h a s e  a  l o t  f o r  t h e  j a i l  a n d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  

o f  t h e  p i l l o r y . 20

I n  t h e  b a s e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  w a s  l o c a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

“ M a r k e t  H o u s e l a t e r ,  i t  w a s  r e m o v e d  t o  w h a t  is  n o w  t h e  

H o l d i n g  b l o c k ,  o n  t h e  e a s t  s id e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  

h o u s e d  i n  a  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  f r o m  t h e r e  i t  w a s  

m o v e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g 

t o n  a n d  C l i n t o n  s t r e e t s ,  u p o n  t h e  s i t e  n o w  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  

T w i c k e n h a m  H o t e l .

N A M E  C H A N G E D  T O  H U N T S V I L L E

N o t  u n l i k e  o t h e r  t o w n s ,  T w i c k e n h a m  h a d  i t s  l o c a l  d i s s e n 

s io n s  a n d  i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e ,  a n d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  t o w n  w a s  t h e  

b o n e  o f  c o n t e n t i o n .  L e g e n d  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  

d i v i d e d  i n  t w a i n ,  a n d  t h a t  “ t h e r e  e x i s t e d  t w o  p o w e r f u l  f a c 

t i o n s , ”  d e n o m i n a t e d  r e s p e c t i v e l y : T h e  “ R o y a l  P a r t y ”  a n d  

t h e  “ C a s t o r - o i l  P a r t y ; ”  b e i n g  s o  n a m e d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  e s p o u s in g  e a c h .  T h e  f o r m e r  w a s  le d  b y  L e r o y  P o p e  

a n d  c o n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  n a m e  o f  T w i c k e n h a m ,  w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  

w a s  le d  b y  J o h n  H u n t ,  w h o  o p e r a t e d  a  c a s t o r - o i l  s h o p ,  a n d  

c o n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  n a m e  o f  H u n t s v i l l e .  T h a t  t h i s  is  b u t  m e r e  

f i c t i o n ,  c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t e d ,  w h e n  w e  l e a r n  t h a t  J o h n  H u n t  

l e f t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  l a n d  s a le s  o f  1 8 0 9 ,  w i t h o u t  

p e r f e c t i n g  h i s  t i t l e  t o  t h e  la n d s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  h i m ,  i n  f a i l i n g  t o  

p a y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  s a m e ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  h i s  o l d  h o m e  i n  

T e n n e s s e e ;  a n d  t h i s  b e f o r e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  h e  h a d  f o u n d e d  w a s  

n a m e d  T w i c k e n h a m .  W h a t  t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  w a s  

m u s t  r e m a i n  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  c o n j e c t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  h i s t o r y  d o e s  

i n f o r m  u s ,  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  t o w n  w a s  l e g a l l y  n a m e d  T w i c k e n 

h a m ,  t h e  s p r i n g ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  i t s e l f  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t ,  

w a s  s t i l l  c a l l e d  a n d  k n o w n  a s  “ H u n t ’ s S p r i n g . ”  T h i s  c i r c u m 

s ta n c e ,  t a k e n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  

w h o  b e l i e v e d  d e f e r e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  s h o w n  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  H u n t ; 

a n d  a g a i n ,  t h e  e v e n  m o r e  p o t e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  T w i c k e n h a m  

w a s  a n  E n g l i s h  n a m e ,  w h i c h  m a d e  i t  n o  d o u b t  v e r y  u n p o p u l a r

20 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y -  p a g e  4G5. E d i t i o n  1816.
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j u s t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w h e n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  

a n d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  w e r e  u n f r i e n d h  a n d  s t r a i n e d  t o  t h e  b r e a k i n g  

p o i n t  b y  t h e  o f t - r e p e a t e d  i n s u l t s ,  a n d  b u l l y i n g  o f  o u r  c o m m e r c e  

b y  B r i t a i n ’ s n a v a l  p o l i c y ,  w h i c h  le d  t o  t h e  W a r  o f  1 8 1 2 ,  a m p l y  

e x p l a i n  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  n a m e .

A n s w e r i n g  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  h e r  p e o p le ,  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s 

l a t u r e  b y  a c t  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 8 1 1 ,  c h a n g e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  

t o w n ,  b y  p r o v i d i n g ,  t h a t : “ F r o m  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  

a c t ,  t h e  c o u n t y  t o w n  o f  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y — n o w  c a l l e d  T w i c k e n 

h a m — s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  a n d  k n o w n  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  H u n t s v i l l e . ” 21 

T h e  s a m e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b y  a n  a c t  o f  D e c e m b e r  9 ,  1 8 1 1 ,  i n c o r 

p o r a t e d  H u n t s v i l l e ,  a n d  g a v e  t o  i t ,  i t s  f i r s t  m u n i c i p a l  c h a r t e r  

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  a c t  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  t o w n  is  a s  f o l 

l o w s  :

“ S e c t i o n  1 . B e  i t  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  a n d  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  i n  

g e n e r a l  a s s e m b ly  c o n v e n e d ,  T h a t  t h e  t o w n  o f  H u n t s v i l l e ,  i n  

M a d i s o n  c o u n t y ,  s h a l l  b e ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  is  h e r e b y  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  

a n d  a l l  f r e e  w h i t e  m a l e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  s a id  t o w n ,  a b o v e  t h e  a g e  

o f  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s ,  a r e  h e r e b y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  f i v e  

p e r s o n s  a s  t r u s t e e s  o f  s a id  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h o  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  

e m p o w e r e d  t o  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  t h e  p o l i c e  o f  s a id  t o w n  b y  p a s s in g  

s u c h  b y - l a w s ,  n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r  

o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y ,  a s  t h e y  m a y  t h i n k  p r o p e r  f o r  t h e  w e l l - g o v e r n -  

m e n t  o f  s a id  t o w n ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  a n d  r e m o v a l  o f  

n u is a n c e s ,  l a y i n g  o f f  a n d  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s .

S e c t i o n  2 . A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  e n a c t e d : T h a t  t h e  s a id  t r u s 

te e s ,  o r  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e m ,  a r e  h e r e b y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a s s e s s  

s u c h  t a x e s  o n  a l l  p r o p e r t y  l a y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  s a id  

t o w n ,  a s  t h e y  t h i n k  p r o p e r ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  a  p r o p e r  

p o l i c e ,  s a id  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t a x e s  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t w o  h u n d r e d  d o l 

la r s .

S e c t i o n  3 . A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  e n a c t e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a 

c o n s t a b le  a p p o in t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  s a id  t o w n ,  w h o s e  d u t y  

i t  s h a l l  b e ,  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t a x e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  

s e c t io n ,  a n d  t o  w h o m  t h e  t a x e s  a f o r e s a i d  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  u p o n  

o a t h ,  a n d  t h e  s a id  c o n s t a b le  s h a l l  r e c e iv e  o n  s u c h  t a x e s ,  w h e n  

c o l l e c t e d ,  f i v e  p e r c e n t u m  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  a n d  p a y i n g  o v e r  t h e  

a f o r e s a i d  t a x e s  t o  s u c h  t r u s t e e s  a s  m a y  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  

l ) o a r d  t o  r e c e iv e  t h e m .

S e c t i o n  4 .  A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  e n a c t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  

t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  b e  h e ld  a t  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n

2i S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  100. E d i t io n  1S1G.
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F e b r u a r y ,  a n n u a l l y ,  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  s h e r i f f  

a n d  a n y  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  w h i c h  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  c o m m e n c e  

a t  t h e  h o u r  o f  t e n  o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ' ,  a n d  c lo s e  a t  t w o  

o ’c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g . 22

T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a r t e r  w e r e  a m p l i f i e d  a n d  e x t e n d e d  

b y  a n  a c t ,  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 9 t h ,  

1 8 1 5 ,  m a k i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  a n  a c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  

t h e  t o w n  o f  S t . - S t e p h e n s  a p p l i c a b le  t o  H u n t s v i l l e . 23 L a t e r  

a n o t h e r  c h a r t e r  w a s  g r a n t e d  b y  a n  a c t  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 6 t h ,  1 8 1 9 ,  

a p p o i n t i n g  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r  H u n t s v i l l e ,  a n d  

n a m i n g  J o h n  R e a d ,  H e n r y  S t o k e s  a n d  J e s s e  S e a r c y ,  a s  s u c h  

c o m m i s s i o n e r s . 24 T h i s  c h a r t e r  a n d  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  r e 

m a i n e d  i n  f o r c e  w i t h o u t  c h a n g e  t i l l  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  a t  i t s  s e s s io n  o f  1 8 1 3 - 1 1 ,  w h e r e a t  a  n e w  c h a r t e r  

w a s  g r a n t e d  d i v i d i n g  t h e  c i t y  i n t o  f o u r  w a r d s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  

a  m a y o r  a n d  e i g h t  a l d e r m e n  t o  b e  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e le c 

t o r s ,  a l s o  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  t o w n  t o  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  i n  

e a c h  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e . 25 T h i s  c h a r t e r  r e m a in e d  

u n c h a n g e d  a n d  i n  f o r c e  t i l l  t h e  C i v i l  W a r .

P r i o r  t o  t h i s  e x t e n s i o n  o f  l i m i t s  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  t o w n  

h a d ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  b e e n  c h a n g e d .  O n  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  N o v e m 

b e r ,  1 8 1 8 ,  t h e  l i m i t s  w e r e  s o  e n l a r g e d  a s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  “ t h e  

e x t e n s io n s  o f  G r e e n  a n d  M a d i s o n  s t r e e t s  ‘ t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  p r o p 

e r t y  o f  c e r t a i n  n a m e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ’ a n d  n o n e  o t h e r s . ” 26 A  

s o m e w h a t  n o v e l  e x c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  e x t e n s io n  o f  l i m i t s  w a s  

e f f e c t e d  b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 7 t h ,  1 8 1 9 ,  

w h e r e i n  i t  w a s  p r o v i d e d  “ T h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  

t o w n  o f  H u n t s v i l l e ,  s h a l l  e x t e n d  o n e - q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  f r o m  

e a c h  s id e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s q u a r e  i n  s a id  t o w n  *  *  *  w h i c h  

c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  p e r s o n s  o r  p r o p e r t y  o f  T h o m a s  

a n d  W i l l i a m  B r a n d o n ,  w h o  r e s i d e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  s a id  

c o r p o r a t i o n . ”  T h i s  l a t t e r  c la u s e  w a s  r e p e a le d  b y  “ A n  A c t  

C o n c e r n i n g  W o l v e s  a n d  P a n t h e r s , ”  p a s s e d  i n  1 8 2 0 . 27

R e f e r e n c e s : — B r e w e r ’ s A l a b a m a ; J u d g e  T a y l o r ’ s H i s t o r y  o f  

M a d i s o n  C o u n t y ;  n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g s  a n d  f i l e s ;  k i n d n e s s  o f  

m a n y  o l d e r  c i t i z e n s ;  N o r t h e r n  A l a b a m a .

22 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  104. E d i t i o n  1810.
23 T o u lm iu ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  777. E d i t i o n  1823.
24 T o u lm in ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  800. E d i t i o n  1823.
25 T h is  is  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  c i t y  o f f ic ia ls  o f  H u n t s v i l l e  w e r e  d e s ig n a te d  

m a y o r  a n d  a ld e rm e n ,  p r io r  t h e r e to  t h e y  w e r e  s t y le d  “ t r u s te e s ”  a n d  
l a t e r  “ c o m m is s io n e rs . ”

26 T o u lm in ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  775. E d i t i o n  1823.
27 T o u lm in ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e s  S05-6. E d i t i o n  1823.
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P E O P L E  A N D  E V E N T S  O C C U P Y IN G  H I S T O R Y ’ S S T A G E  
B E T W E E N  1810 A N D  1816

S  A N  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  a u t h o r  a s k s  le a v e  

t o  q u o t e  b r i e f l y  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 1 5  b y  J o h n  

W .  W a l k e r ,  l a t e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r ,  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  

a t  W a s h i n g t o n ,  W .  H .  C r a w f o r d ,  t h e n  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T r e a s u r y :  “ H u n t s v i l l e  i s  s i t u a t e d  a r o u n d  

t h e  f i n e s t  s p r i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d ; t h e  s p r i n g  f o r m s  a  s e m i c i r c l e  

1 0 0  f e e t  w i d e ,  a n d  a t  a  t r i v i a l  e x p e n s e  t h e  s t r e a m  c a n  b e  m a d e  

n a v i g a b l e  f o r  b a t t e a u x  t o  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r ;  w h i c h  is  o n l y  

t e n  m i l e s  d i s t a n t .  T h e  m a r k e t  h o u s e  is  o f  b r i c k ;  t h e  j a i l  o f  

w o o d .  I n  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  a r e  f i v e  c o t t o n  g i n s .  T h e  

a v e r a g e  l a n d  in  t h e  c o u n t y  w i l l  p r o d u c e  1 ,0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  c o t t o n  

t o  t h e  a c r e ,  a n d  8 0 0  b a le s  w i l l  b e  t h i s  y e a r ’ s c r o p .  T h e  l a n d  

is  a l s o  a d m i r a b l y  a d a p t e d  t o  t o b a c c o  r a i s i n g .  B e s id e s  t h e  g i n s  

i n  H u n t s v i l l e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w e n t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t y . ”  S u c h  e x p r e s 

s io n s  a s  t h e s e  r e f l e c t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t im e s .  A n  e x h i l a r a t i n g  

a i r  o f  b u o y a n c y  a n d  h o p e  p e r v a d e d  e v e r y  p h a s e  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  w a s  e l e c t r i c  w i t h  a r d e n t  o p t i 

m i s m  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w h i c h  w a s  s o  a b u n d a n t l y  w a r r a n t e d ,  a s  is  

e l o q u e n t l y  a t t e s t e d  b y  h i s t o r y ’ s n a r r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  f u t u r e .

A s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  e r a  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  is  t h e  e n d i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a t  w h i c h  la n d s  w e r e  

b o u g h t ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  e n g a g e d  a b o u t  t h e  b u s i 

n e s s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  h o m e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  c i t i z e n s  

b u i l t  h o u s e s  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  j u s t  o u t  o f  t h e  t o w n  

l i m i t s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  P o p e ’ s— n o w  E c h o l s ’— h i l l  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  t o  

t h e  s p r i n g  b l u f f  o n  t h e  w e s t ,  a l o n g  w h a t  is  n o w  W i l l i a m s  s t r e e t ,  

w h i c h  w a s  l i n e d  w i t h  t o w e r i n g  o a k s  a n d  s t a t e l y  p o p l a r s ; w h i l e  

o t h e r s  e r e c t e d  t h e i r  h o u s e s  a l o n g  w h a t  is  n o w  M a i d e n  L a n e ,  

j u s t  s o u t h  o f  a  r u g g e d  a n d  p i c t u r e s q u e  b l u f f ,  u p o n  w h i c h  w a s  

l a t e r  s i t u a t e d  t h e  h o m e  o f  L e r o y  P o p e .  F r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  

r e s id e n c e s  w e r e  c h a n g e d  f r o m  o n e  p a r t  o f  t o w n  t o  a n o t h e r ,  

a n d  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t o w n ,  a n d  t h e  r e v e r s e .  T h o m a s  B i b b  

a n d  H e n r y  M i n o r  b e i n g  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  n o t e w o r t h y  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  m o v e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s id e  o f  t o w n .

A
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A f t e r  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  h o u s i n g  t h e  s e t t l e r s  h a d  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  

d i s p o s e d  o f ,  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  e n e r g ie s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  

s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  t o w n ; n o t  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f ,  h o w e v e r ,  b u t  

w i t h  d u e  a n d  c o m m e n s u r a t e  r e g a r d  f o r  i t s  p r o p e r  p o l i t i c a l  d e 

v e l o p m e n t  a s  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .

S o m e  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 8 1 0 ,  A l e x a n d e r  G i l b r e a t h  o p e n e d  

a  m e r c a n t i l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  G a t e s  a n d  H e n r y  

s t r e e t s ,  a n d  a b o u t  a  y e a r  l a t e r  f o r m e d  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  J a m e s  

W h i t e .  T h i s  f i r m  e n j o y e d  a  l a r g e  a n d  l u c r a t i v e  b u s in e s s  f o r  

m a n y  y e a r s .  J o h n  B r o w n  e r e c t e d  t w o  s t o r e - h o u s e s  o n  E x 

c h a n g e  R o w ,  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  

N e a r  t h e s e  J .  O .  C r u m p  b u i l t  o n e .  I n  1 8 1 0  J o h n  R e a d  c a m e  

t o  T w i c k e n h a m  a n d  e r e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  h o u s e  o n  t h e  o l d  S c h a u d ie s  

p r o p e r t y ,  a t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  T h i s  h o u s e  

w a s  l a t e r  p u r c h a s e d  b y  A .  J a m e s o n ,  w h o  r a n  a  h o t e l  t h e r e ,  a n d  

s o m e  t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  i t  w a s  a c q u i r e d  b y  A l l e n  C o o p e r ,  w h o  c o n 

t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  h o t e l .  T h e  f i r s t  s t o r e - h o u s e  o n  t h e  e a s t  

s id e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e  w a s  b u i l t  b y  N e a l  B .  R o s e ,  L e r o y  P o p e  a n d  

J o h n  H i c k m a n .

F o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  p a p e r  i n  t h e  t e r r i 

t o r y  w a s  t h e  “ M a d i s o n  G a z e t t e , ”  p u b l i s h e d  a t  T w i c k e n h a m  b y  

M r .  P a r h a m ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1 8 1 2 ,  

a s  a  w e e k l y . a L a t e r ,  i n  1 8 1 6 ,  t h i s  p a p e r  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  a n d  

w a s  t h e r e a f t e r  p u b l i s h e d  b y  T .  B .  G r a n t l a n d ,  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  

o f  “ T h e  H u n t s v i l l e  R e p u b l i c a n . ”

A s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 0 3 1 t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t o r s  c o n c e i v e d  t h e  

id e a  t h a t  t a v e r n s  w e r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p e c u l i a r l y  s u b j e c t  t o  g o v 

e r n m e n t a l  c o n t r o l ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  f i x i n g  t h e  r a t e s  t o  b e  

c h a r g e d ; h o w e v e r ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s ,  h o t e l s  o r  t a v e r n s  w e r e  

n u m e r o u s  i n  T w i c k e n h a m .  O n  t h e  w e s t  s id e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  

S t r e e t ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  s q u a r e ,  o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  H u n t s v i l l e  

H o t e l ,  C .  C h e a t h a m  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  a  t a v e r n ,  a n d  j u s t  

a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b l o c k ,  A r c h i b a l d  M a d e r r a  

r a n  h i s  t a v e r n ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  d e le g a t e s  t o  t h e  

T e r r i t o r i a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  h e ld  a t  H u n t s v i l l e  i n  

1 8 1 9 .

B e t w e e n  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  o l d e s t  E n g 

l i s h  s e t t l e d  t o w n  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  w a s  o f  s l o w  g r o w t h ,  n o t w i t h 

s t a n d i n g  t h a t  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  t h e n  h e ld  w i t h i n  i t s  l i m i t s  m o r e

a S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  5G. E d i t i o n  181 fi.
i  S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  39G. E d i t i o n  181G.
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t h a n  o n e - h a l f  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h a t  s c o p e  o f  c o u n t r y  

w h i c h  l a t e r  b e c a m e  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  d u r 

i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  b u s in e s s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t  g r e w  b y  le a p s  a n d  b o u n d s .  M a n y  c o t t o n  g i n s  a n d  

m i l l s  o f  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  lo c a t e d  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  

t o w n .  T h e  a u t h o r  w i l l  b e  p a r d o n e d  f o r  h e r e  d i g r e s s i n g ,  a n d  

r e c o r d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c o t t o n  g i n  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  

p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  S t a t e , — r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  a  c h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  t im e s  

a s  a  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y — w a s  e r e c t e d  b y  C h a r l e s  C a b a n is s  o n  B a r 

r e n  F o r k  o f  F l i n t  r i v e r ,  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  l a n d  s a le s  i n  1 8 0 9 .

W h e n  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  w a s  c o m p le t e d  i n  1 8 1 6 ,  i t  w a s  f l a n k e d  

a b o u t  o n  a l l  s id e s  b y  h a n d s o m e  b r i c k  s t o r e - h o u s e s ,  a n d  i n  a l l  

p a r t s  o f  t o w n  m a n y  e l e g a n t  a n d  c o s t l y  h o m e s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  

a n d  m a n y  m o r e  w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o m p l e t i o n .  T h i s  m a t e 

r i a l  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  t o w n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s k i l l  a n d  h a n d i w o r k  o f  

t w o  b r o t h e r s ,  T h o m a s  a n d  W i l l i a m  B r a n d o n ,  w h o  c a m e  i n t o  

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  1 8 1 0 ,  A v i th  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e i r  m a s o n ’ s t o o l s ,  

a n d  i n  t h e s e  f e w  y e a r s  h a d  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  c r u d e  l o g  h u t  s e t 

t l e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  b r i c k  a n d  m o r t a r  m e t r o p o l i s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  

i t  h a d  b y  t h i s  t i m e  b e c o m e .

T h o u g h  e n g r o s s e d  i n  a n d  b u s ie d  a b o u t  t h e  r e c l a m a t i o n  a n d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  w o n d e r f u l  c o u n t y ,  t h e  f i r e s  o f  p a 

t r i o t i s m  s t i l l  b u r n e d  b r i g h t l y  i n  t h e  s o u ls  o f  M a d i s o n ’ s m e n  a n d  

w o m e n .  O n  O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 1 3 ,  G e n e r a l  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n ,  a n d  

h i s  c o m m a n d ,  a f t e r  m a r c h i n g  f r o m  F a y e t t e v i l l e  t o  H u n t s v i l l e  

i n  f i v e  h o u r s ,  h a l t e d  a t  w h a t  is  n o w  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  E a s t  

H o l m e s  a n d  N o r t h  L i n c o l n  s t r e e t s ,  f o r  r e s t  o v e r  n i g h t ,  h a v i n g  

le a r n e d  o n  a r r i v i n g  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  “ r a p i d  a p p r o a c h  

o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  w a s  e x a g g e r a t e d . ”  G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n  a n d  h i s  

c o m m a n d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  m a r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n 

t r y  o f  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  t o  H o r s e  S h o e  B e n d ,  w h e r e  t h a t  

s a n g u i n a r y  b a t t l e  w a s  f o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  C r e e k  I n d i a n s .  N o r  

w a s  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  u n a t t e n d e d ,  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  h a d  c o n t r i b 

u t e d  l i b e r a l l y  o f  i t s  m e n ; f o u r  c o m p a n ie s  f r o m  H u n t s v i l l e ,  o n e  

t h e  “ M o u n t e d  R a n g e r s , ”  u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  C a p t .  E l i  

H a m m o n d  a n d  a  f i f t h  c o m p a n y  f r o m  H a z e l  G r e e n ,  w i t h  C a p 

t a i n  J a c k  M o s l e y  a s  i t s  c o m m a n d e r ,  h a d  j o i n e d  G e n e r a l  J a c k 

s o n ’ s f o r c e s  h e r e .

I n  t h o s e  s t r e n u o u s  t im e s ,  w h e n  s a f e t y  l a y  i n  o n e ’ s a b i l i t y  t o  

s h o o t  a  m u z z l e - l o a d i n g - f l i n t - l o c k - s q u i r r e l - r i f l e ,  “ m i l i t a r y  p r e 

p a r e d n e s s ”  w a s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  f a d  t o  b e  i n d u l g e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  e x i g e n c ie s ,  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  i n  a  m e a s 

u r e ,  w a s  a  r e a l i t y .  T h e  d u t y  o f  e v e r y  m a l e  c i t i z e n  t o  b e a r
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a r m s  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  i t s  c a l l ,  w a s  

n o t  a  m y t h .  T o  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h i s  e n d ,  l a w s  g o v e r n 

i n g  t h e  s a m e  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  h a d  b e e n  e n a c t e d ,  w h i c h ,  w e  h a v e  

o b s e r v e d ,  w e r e  m a d e  t o  a p p l y  t o  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  

2 7 ,  1 8 0 9 . 2 I t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

c o m p a n ie s  t h a t  t h e y  e n r o l l  “ e v e r y  f r e e  w h i t e  m a l e  w h o  s h a l l  

h a v e  b e e n  t e n  d a y s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  b e a t s — e a c h  b e a t  i n  t h e  

c o u n t y  h a v i n g  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m p a n ie s — a n d  w h o  s h a l l  b e  a b o v e  

t h e  a g e  o f  e i g h t e e n  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  f o r t y - f i v e ,  a n d  s h a l l  

g i v e  n o t i c e  t o  s u c h  p e r s o n  o f  h i s  e n r o l l m e n t . ” 3 T h e r e a f t e r ,  

m i l i t i a  d u t y  o r  s e r v i c e  w a s  c o m p u l s o r y  u p o n  m a le s  s o  e n r o l l e d .

T h e  r e g i m e n t  w a s  r e q u i r e d — b y  l a w — t o  h o l d  a  m u s t e r  o n c e  

a  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y  o n c e  e v e r y  t w o  m o n t h s  a n d  o f t e n e r ,  a t  

t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r . 4

D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  o f  1 8 1 2  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  h a d  f u r n i s h e d  i t s  

q u o t a  o f  m e n  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T w o  c o m p a n ie s ,  o n e  

u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  C a p t .  J a c k  M o s l e y ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  

C a p t a i n  G r a y  a s  i t s  c o m m a n d e r ,  w e n t  f o r t h  f r o m  H u n t s v i l l e ; 

h o w e v e r ,  b o t h  c o m p a n ie s  w e r e  m u s t e r e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  

s e e n  s e r v i c e  i n  a c t u a l  w a r .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  e r a ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 1 5  a n d  1 8 1 6 ,  

t h e r e  w a s  a  p r o n o u n c e d  i n f l a t e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s .  L a n d  

v a l u e s ,  w h i c h ,  i n  s o m e  in s t a n c e s ,  h a d  in c r e a s e d  t e n - f o l d ,  b e a r  

u n m i s t a k a b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  f o r w a r d  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  

e v e n t s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  

t h e  s q u a r e — k n o w n  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  a s  t h e  S c h a u d ie s  c o r n e r —  

s o ld  i n  1 8 1 1  f o r  $ 7 1 5 .0 0 ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  b e e n  i m p r o v e d  

w i t h  a  c o s t l y  b u i l d i n g ,  b r o u g h t  $ 7 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  w h e n  s o ld  d u r i n g  

t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ; a n d  i t  is  s a id  b y  a  n a r r a t o r  o f  

t h o s e  t im e s ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  r i s e  i n  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s ,  is  

a  f a i r  i n d e x  t o  t h e  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a l l  p r o p e r t y .  N o t  

a l o n e  d i d  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  b u t  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t y  a s  w e l l .  F a r m  la n d s  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  

t h e  t o w n  b r o u g h t  $ 1 0 0 .0 0  p e r  a c r e ,  a n d  i n  m o r e  r e m o t e  s e c t io n s  

o f  t h e  c o u n t y  $ 2 0 . 0 0  a n  a c r e  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  c h e a p .

A s  a  c o r o l l a r y  o f  t h e s e  a d v a n c e s  i n  t h e  w e a l t h  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a s  a  t o w n ,  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  w e a l t h  

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  k e p t  p a c e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  t h e r e o f ,  l a r g e  s u m s  o f  

m o n e y  w e r e  in v e s t e d  in  s la v e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  t o w n

~ S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  177. E d i t i o n  1816.
s S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  333. E d i t i o n  1816.
4 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  334. E d i t i o n  1816.
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i n  g r e a t  d r o v e s  b y  s la v e  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  r e a d i l y  d i s p o s e d  o f  t o  

t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  c o u n t y .

T H E  P E R IO D  B E T W E E N  1817 A N D  1821

T h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s c o p e  o f  c o u n t r y ,  n o w  f o r m i n g  

A l a b a m a ,  h a d  b e e n  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t im e s ,  

a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o p e r l y  c a r e  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  C o n g r e s s  b y  a c t  o f  M a r c h  3 ,  1 8 1 7 ,  c r e a t e d  

t h e  A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y ,  w i t h  S t .  S t e p h e n s  a s  i t s  s e a t  o f  g o v e r n 

m e n t ,  a n d  W i l l i a m  B i b b  a s  g o v e r n o r . 5 T h i s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e  o n e  r e m a i n i n g  t h i n g  t o  d o  f o r  t h e  c o m p le t e  e m a n c i p a 

t i o n  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  r u n  r i o t  i n  H u n t s 

v i l l e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  W h e n  w e  s c a n  h i s t o r y ’ s r e c o r d  o f  t h e  

e p o c h  m a k i n g  t h i n g s  a n d  e v e n t s  w h i c h  c r o w d e d  i n  u p o n  e a c h  

o t h e r  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  w e  se e  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ’ s 

c o n t e s t  w i t h  i t s e l f  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  p o t e n t  f o r  

t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  t h a n  t h e  t h i n g  j u s t  p r e c e d in g .

A g r e e a b l e  t o  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r 

r i t o r y  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 8 1 G , o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  F e b r u a r y ,

1 8 1 7 ,  L e r o y  P o p e ,  J o h n  P .  H i c k m a n ,  D a v i d  M o o r e ,  B e n j a m i n  

C o x ,  J o h n  M .  T a y l o r ,  T h o m a s  F e a r n ,  J e s s e  S e a r c y ,  C l e m e n t  

C .  C l a y ,  a n d  J o h n  W .  W a l k e r ,  a s  c o m m i s s io n e r s ,  o p e n e d  b o o k s  

a t  H u n t s v i l l e  f o r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

b a n k i n g  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  i n  A l a b a m a ,  t h e n  a  t e r r i t o r y ,  

s t y l e d ,  “ T h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  C o m p a n y  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r s ’ 

a n d  M e r c h a n t s ’ B a n k ,  o f  H u n t s v i l l e . ” 6

T h e  a u t h o r i z e d  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r s ’ a n d  M e r c h a n t s ’ B a n k ,  

w a s  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  s h a r e s  o f  t h e  v a l u e  

o f  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  e a c h ,  o f  w h i c h  f i v e  h u n d r e d  s h a r e s  w e r e  t r e a s u r y  

s t o c k ,  t o  b e  h e ld  f o r  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t e n  y e a r s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  s a m e .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  w a s  o p e n e d  a t  

H u n t s v i l l e  a n o t h e r  b a n k  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  o f  J o h n  

M c K i n l e y ,  L e m u e l  M e a d ,  N i c h o l a s  H o b s o n ,  F r e d e r i c k  J a m e s  

a n d  S t e p h e n  S . E w i n g ,  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  o f  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  T h i s  b a n k  

w a s  d e s ig n a t e d  a s  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B a n k  o f  A l a b a m a ,  

w h i c h  h a d  a  c a p i t a l  o f  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t o c k  b e i n g  

h e ld  b y  t h e  S t a t e . 7
O n  S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1 8 1 0 ,  t h e  f i r s t  is s u e  o f  t h e  w e e k l y  p a p e r ,  

t h e  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b l i c a n  a p p e a r e d ,  w h i c h ,  a s  w e

5 3 IT. S. S ta tu te s  a t  L a rg e ,  :?71 ; V o l .  1, C o d e  o f  A la .  1907, p a g e  33.
0 S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  455. K d i t i o u  181G.
1 T o u lm in ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  53. E d i t i o n  1823.
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h a v e  o b s e r v e d ,  w a s  f o r m e d  f r o m  t h e  M a d i s o n  G a z e t t e ,  a l r e a d y  

d i s c o n t i n u e d .  T .  B .  G r a n t l a n d  w a s  i t s  e d i t o r ; l a t e r ,  M e s s r s .  

B o a r d m a n  &  A d a m s  b e c a m e  i t s  o w n e r s  a n d  e d i t o r s .

I n  1 8 1 7  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  L a n d  O f f i c e  w a s  m o v e d  f r o m  N a s h 

v i l l e  t o  H u n t s v i l l e ; s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  l a n d  s a le s  o f  1 8 1 8  

t o o k  p la c e .  J u d g e  T a y l o r ,  i n  h i s  h i s t o r y ,  t e l l s  u s :  a l l  t h i n g s  

c o n s id e r e d ,  t h e  s a le  o f  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  l a n d s  i n  1 S 1 8 ,  c r e a t e d  

a s  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  a s  d i d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  g o l d  f e v e r  i n  1 8 4 8 - 4 9 .  

B i d d i n g  a t  t h e s e  s a le s  w a s  s p i r i t e d ,  a n d  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  p a i d  

r a n g e d  f r o m  $ 5 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 5 4 . 0 0  p e r  a c r e .  M u c h  o f  t h i s  l a n d  

w a s  b o u g h t  i n  b y  p e o p le  f r o m  a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  m a n y  

o f  w h o m  a f t e r w a r d s  s e t t l e d  h e r e .  T h e  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  

p u r c h a s e r s  a t  t h e  f o r m e r  s a le s  i n  1 8 0 9 ,  a c q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  

a c r e a g e  a t  t h e s e  s a le s .  C h i e f  a m o n g  t h e  n e w  s e t t l e r s  w h o  

p u r c h a s e d  a t  t h e s e  l a t e r  s a le s  w e r e  n u m b e r s  o f  c u l t u r e d  a n d  

w e a l t h y  V i r g i n i a n s ,  w h o  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m  l a r g e  d r o v e s  o f  

s la v e s .

T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a l  f u t u r e  a h e a d  o f  t h e  t o w n  w a s  n o t  c o n f i n e d  

t o  h o m e - s e e k e r s  a lo n e ,  b u t  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  s o m e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s 

g r e a t e s t  m e n  w h o  f o r e s a w  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  

t h e s e  l a n d s ,  w h i c h  p r o m i s e d  a  r i c h  r e w a r d .  M o s t  n o t e w o r t h y  

a m o n g  t h e s e  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  w a s  G e n e r a l  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n ,  

w h o  a c q u i r e d  v a s t  a r e a s  o f  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  l a n d s .  G e n e r a l  

J a c k s o n ’ s v i s i t s  t o  H u n t s v i l l e  w e r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  a t t e n d a n c e  

u p o n  l a n d  s a le s  a lo n e .  H i s  f r e q u e n t  s o j o u r n s  h e r e  m a d e  h i m  

i n t i m a t e  t o  t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h i c h  h e ld  f o r  h i m  t h e  h i g h e s t  

e s te e m  a n d  w a r m e s t  r e g a r d .  A  n a r r a t o r  o f  t h e  t im e s  r e c o r d s  

t h a t  G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n ’ s v i s i t s  t o  t h e  h o s t e l r y  o f  o n e  C o n n a l l y , —  

t h e  “ O l d  G r e e n  B o t t o m  I n n , ”  w e r e  o f t  r e p e a t e d .  T h e r e — as 

l e g e n d  h a s  i t — G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n  “ r a c e d  h i s  h o r s e s  a n d  f o u g h t  

h i s  c o c k s . ”  A  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  o n c e  f a m o u s  t a v e r n ;— a n d  i t  w a s  

f a m o u s ,  b e i n g  t h e  m e c c a  o f  s p o r t i n g  m e n  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

S o u t h — s t i l l  s t a n d s .  L i k e w i s e ,  a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  d i n i n g - r o o m  

o f  t h e  I n n  a n d  t h e  t a b le  o f f  w h i c h  G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n  a t e  a r e  s t i l l  

p r e s e r v e d .  T h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  o l d  t a v e r n ,  w h i c h  w a s  c o n 

s t r u c t e d  o f  g r a y  l i m e s t o n e ,  s t i l l  r e m a i n i n g ,  is  n o w  o c c u p i e d  b y  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l 

le g e  f o r  N e g r o e s ,  a t  N o r m a l ,  A l a b a m a ,  f o u r  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  

H u n t s v i l l e .  T h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  t a v e r n  w a s  a  r a c e  h o r s e  

b r e e d e r  o f  n o  m e a n  r e n o w n ,  f o r  h e r e  a t  t h e  “ O l d  G r e e n  B o t 

t o m  R a c e  T r a c k , ”  w h i c h  w a s  o p e r a t e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
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i n n ,  h e  r a i s e d  a n d  t r a i n e d  “ G r a y  G a n d e r , ”  t h e  f a s t e s t  h o r s e  

t h e n  k n o w n  t o  t h e  r a c i n g  w o r l d .

T h e  f i r s t  c e n s u s  f o r  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y ,  t a k e n  i n  1 8 1 6 ,  s h o w s  

a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 4 ,2 0 0 .  W h a t  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h i s  w a s  c o l o r e d ,  i s  

n o t  k n o w n .  T h a t  h i s t o r y ,  i n  i t s  r e c o r d  o f  e v e n t s ,  p r o p e r l y  

i n t e r p r e t s  t h e m  t o  b e  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o o m  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

t im e s ,  c a n n o t  b e  d o u b t e d ,  w h e n  w e  l e a r n  t h a t  i n  1 8 2 0 ,  j u s t  f o u r  

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  s e c o n d  c e n s u s  w a s  t a k e n ,  r e v e a l i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  

i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0 .  T h e r e  w e r e  

t h e n ,  i n  a l l ,  1 9 ,5 6 5  i n h a b i t a n t s ; 1 0 ,2 4 2  o f  w h o m  w e r e  w h i t e ,  

a n d  9 ,3 2 3  c o l o r e d .  T h e  a g g r e g a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  t h r e e  t i m e s  

t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e ; w h i l e  t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a 

t i o n  i t s e l f  w a s  i n  t h e  s a m e  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  

c o u n t y .

T h e s e  y e a r s  w e r e  v e r i l y  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  a n d  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s ,  

a n d  h e ld  m o r e  p r o m is e ,  t h a n  a n y  y e t  e n j o y e d  b y  H u n t s v i l l e  

a n d  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  T h i s  b r i l l i a n t  a n d  a l l  a l l u r i n g  k a l e i d o s c o p i c  

v i e w  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  t o w n  w a s  n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  w a r r a n t .  

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  a t  p e a c e  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d 

i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  h a d  b e e n  w r e s t e d  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  c o t t o n  w a s  

s e l l i n g  i n  a n  e a g e r  m a r k e t  a t  2 0 c  t o  2 5 c  p e r  p o u n d .  H e r e  

m o r e  p o u n d s  p e r  a c r e  c o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d  t h a n  m o s t  a n y w h e r e .  

T h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  b a n k ,  f o r  a  t i m e  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  b e i n g  lo c a t e d  

h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  L a n d  O f f i c e ,  t e n d e d  t o  m a k e  i t  t h e  

a x i s  a r o u n d  w h i c h  r e v o l v e d  a l l  t h i n g s  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  L a n d  v a l u e s  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  

z e n i t h .  R a i l r o a d s  b e i n g  t h e n  u n k n o w n ,  p e r f o r c e ,  n a v i g a t i o n  

w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  o n l y  p o s s ib le  m e d i u m  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

A  f e v e r i s h  e n t h u s i a s m  w a s  m a n i f e s t e d  o n  a l l  s id e s  i n  t h e  l o c k  

a n d  d a m  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  C r e e k  N a v i g a t i o n  C o m p a n y ,  t o  

r e n d e r  t h e  B i g  S p r i n g  b r a n c h  a n d  I n d i a n  c r e e k  t h e  a r t e r y  o f  

c o m m e r c e  t o  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r ,  a n d  t h e n c e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  

w o r l d .  T h e  t o w n  w a s  c r o w d e d  w i t h  p e o p l e ; h o t e l s  w e r e  t a x e d  

t o  t h e i r  u t m o s t  l i m i t  t o  l o d g e  t h e  t h r o n g s  o f  t r a n s i e n t s ; t h e  

b a n k  i t s e l f  w a s  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  t h e  t im e s ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  c a r e  f o r  

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  S o  g e n e r a l  w a s  

t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  m e r i t e d  y e t  o v e r  w e a n i n g  m a s t e r y  a n d  

d o m i n a t i o n  b y  H u n t s v i l l e  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  

o f  t h e  w h o l e  S t a t e ,  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  

e c o n o m ic  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  a d v a n t a g e  o f  m a k i n g  H u n t s v i l l e  t h e  

c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  w a s  b o l d l y  c o n t e n d e d  f o r  b y  h e r  p r o m i n e n t  

m e n ,  a n d  f r e e l y  a d m i t t e d  b y  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  o f  t h o u g h t  f r o m  a l l  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .
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T E R R I T O R I A L  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N V E N T IO N

D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  t e r r i t o r y  

h a d  g r o w n  a p a c e ,  a n d  i n  1 8 1 9  t h e r e  w e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  

t h e  A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r s  t o  w a r r a n t  t h e  a d 

m i s s i o n  o f  A l a b a m a  i n t o  t h e  U n i o n .  A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  f o r m a l i 

t i e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  a  n e w  S t a t e  b e i n g  a t t e n d e d  t o ,  

C o n g r e s s ,  o n  M a r c h  2 , 1 8 1 9 ,  p a s s e d  a n  a c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  

p e o p le  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y  t o  h o l d  a  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  

H u n t s v i l l e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d r a f t i n g  a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n . 8 

P u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  a c t ,  a n  e l e c t i o n  w a s  h e ld  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  T e r 

r i t o r y  o f  A l a b a m a ,  o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  a n d  T u e s d a y  i n  M a y  

o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c h o o s i n g  d e le g a t e s  t o  t h i s  C o n 

v e n t i o n ,  t o  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  J u l y  f o l l o w i n g .  R e p 

r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a s s e m b ly  w a s  a p p o r t i o n e d  b y  t h e  a c t ,  a c c o r d 

i n g  t o  p o p u l a t i o n — M a d i s o n  h a v i n g  e i g h t  d e le g a t e s ,  t w i c e  a s  

m a n y  a s  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  c o u n t y ,  M o n r o e ,  w h i c h  h a d  f o u r ; 

t h e r e  w e r e  f o r t y - f o u r  i n  a l l  f r o m  t h e  t w e n t y - t w o  c o u n t i e s  t h e n  

f o r m i n g  t h e  S t a t e .

A g r e e a b l e  t o  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a s s e m b le d  

a t  H u n t s v i l l e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  J u l y ,  w i t h  J o h n  W .  

W a l k e r ,  o f  M a d i s o n ,  p r e s i d i n g .  M a d i s o n ’ s o t h e r  d e le g a t e s  

w e r e  C l e m e n t  C o m e r  C l a y ,  J .  L .  T o w n e s ,  H e n r y  C h a m b e r s ,  

L e m u e l  M e a d ,  H e n r y  M i n o r ,  G a b r i e l  M o o r e ,  a n d  J .  M .  T a y l o r .  

J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  s u c c e s s ,  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  a c h ie v e d  b y  

M a d i s o n ’ s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  a s s e m b ly ,  s h e  m u s t  

h a v e  o c c u p i e d  a n  e n v i a b l e  a n d  e x a l t e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n  t h e  c o u n c i l s  o f  t h a t  b o d y .  U p o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  s h e  

w a s  u n d e n i a b l y  t h e  p e e r  o f  a l l  c o m e r s ,  w i t h  s u c h  m e n  a s  C h a m 

b e r s  a n d  C l a y  a c c r e d i t e d  t o  h e r .

T h e  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e ld  i n  a n  a s s e m b ly  h a l l ,  n o w  l o n g  s in c e  

r e m o v e d ,  w h i c h  o c c u p i e d  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c 

t i o n  o f  F r a n k l i n  a n d  G a t e s  s t r e e t s ;  t h e  s p o t  b e i n g  n o w  

m a r k e d  b y  a  h a n d s o m e  b r o n z e  t a b l e t  e r e c t e d  b y  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  

o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n .  L a t e r ,  a f t e r  i t s  a d m is s io n  t o  

t h e  U n i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a b a m a  w a s  h e ld  i n  t h a t  s a m e  b u i l d i n g .

T h e  b u s in e s s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  h a v i n g  b e e n  t r a n s a c t e d  i n  

d u e  c o u r s e ,  A l a b a m a  w a s  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  s i s t e r h o o d  o f  

s t a t e s .  O n  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  A u g u s t ,  1 8 1 9 ,  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  

a c c e p t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  A l a b a m a ,  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  

o f  s t a t e h o o d ,  w a s  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  J .  W .  W a l k e r ,  a s  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .

s T o u lm in ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  910 . E d i t i o n  1823.
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A l a b a m a  b e i n g  n o w  a  S t a t e ,  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

s e le c t io n  o f  o f f i c e r s  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r a n c h e s  

o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  w a s  b e c o m i n g l y  d o n e  w i t h  a l l  d u e  h a s te .

T h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e  w a s  f i r s t  o c c u p i e d  b y  W i l l i a m  B i b b ,  w h o  

h a d  d e f e a t e d  M a r m a d u k e  W i l l i a m s ,  b y  o n e  t h o u s a n d  m a j o r i t y .  

T h e  t o t a l  v o t e  p o l l e d  f o r  b o t h  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g o v e r n o r  b e i n g  

f i f t e e n  t h o u s a n d .  G o v e r n o r  B i b b  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  a t  H u n t s 

v i l l e ,  o n  N o v e m b e r  9 t h ,  1 8 1 9 .  H u n t s v i l l e  w a s  t h e n  t h e  t e m 

p o r a r y  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  L a t e r ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

w a s  r e m o v e d  t o  C a h a b a ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  m o r e  c e n t r a l  

g e o g r a p h i c  p o s i t i o n .  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b y  S a m  W a l k e r ,  G a b r i e l  M o o r e ,  H .  

M o o d y ,  J a m e s  G .  B i r n e y ,  G .  L a m p k i n ,  S a m  C h a p m a n ,  J .  L .  

T o w n e s ,  F .  W e e d e n ,  a n d  I .  W i l b o r n .  U n d e r  t h e  f i r s t  S t a t e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s  w e r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  r e p r e 

s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b ly .

W r h i l e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  i n  s e s s io n  a t  H u n t s v i l l e ,  a  b i l l  

w a s  p a s s e d ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  T r i a n a ,  o n  t h e  1 3 t h  d a y  o f  N o v e m 

b e r ,  1 8 1 9 . 9 L a t e r ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 t h  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h i s  a c t  w a s  

a m e n d e d 10 b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f i v e  m e m 

b e r s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  T r i a n a ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  

p r o c e e d e d  t o  l a y  o f f  t h e  t o w n  i n t o  s t r e e t s ,  b l o c k s ,  a n d  lo t s .  A t  

t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  p l a n  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  n a v i g a b l e  f o r  

l a r g e  s t e a m e r s  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  b y  H u n t s v i l l i a n s  t o  b e  a n  a s 

s u r e d  s u c c e s s ;  t h u s  m a k i n g  p o s s ib le  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

m o s t  c h e r i s h e d  d r e a m ,  t h a t ,  T r i a n a  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  l a r g e s t  

s h i p p i n g  p o i n t  a n d  c o t t o n  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e .  T h i s  c o n 

f id e n c e  in  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  T r i a n a ,  a s  a  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  w a s  

l i k e w i s e  s h a r e d  b y  m a n y  i n v e s t o r s  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  

f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  T h e  p r o f i t s  a c c r u i n g  t o  t h e  c o r 

p o r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s a le  o f  t o w n  lo t s ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  p u r 

c h a s e d  b y  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  H u n t s v i l l e  a n d  e n v i r o n s ,  a g g r e g a t e d  

$ 9 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  W i t h  s p e e d ,  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  

t h e  t a s k ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  s e t  a b o u t  m a k i n g  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  r e i g n  o f  

p r o s p e r i t y  o f  T r i a n a  w a s  c e r t a i n  t o  e n j o y  i n  t h e  im m e d i a t e  

f u t u r e ,  a s  t h e y  b e l i e v e d .  P u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d ,  a n d  

l a r g e  s u m s  w e r e  e x p e n d e d  i n  o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  

B u t ,  a la s  f o r  T r i a n a .  T h e  m a r c h  o f  p r o g r e s s  h a d  n o  c o n s i d 

e r a t i o n  f o r ,  a n d  g a v e  n o  h e e d  t o  t h e  p l a n s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

h e r  p e o p le .  W i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  r a i l r o a d s ,  a  n e w  f a c t o r  i n  t h e

o T o u ln i i n ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a a m  L a w s ,  p a g e  810. E d i t i o n  1823.
io  lb., p a g e  811.
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w o r l d  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r o s e ,  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  t h e  a g e -  

o l d  m e t h o d s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T r i a n a  w a s  s u b je c t e d  t o  t h e  

i n e x o r a b l e  f a t e  o f  u l t i m a t e  e x t i n c t i o n .

W i t h  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  H u n t s v i l l e ,  b y  C o n g r e s s ,  a s  a  m e e t 

i n g  p la c e  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  c a m e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l ,  g o v 

e r n m e n t a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  T e r r i t o r y .  T r i b u t e  

t o  t h i s  s u p r e m a c y  w a s  p a i d  b y  n o  le s s  a  p e r s o n a g e  t h a n  t h e  

n a t i o n ’ s c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e ,  P r e s i d e n t  M o n r o e ,  w h o  v i s i t e d  t h e  

t o w n  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  t w o  c a b in e t  o f f i c e r s  o n  T u e s d a y ,  J u n e  

1 s t ,  1 8 1 9 . 11 F l u r r y  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t  g r e e t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

p a r t y  a s  i t  r o d e  i n t o  t h e  t o w n  o n  h o r s e b a c k ,  u n a n n o u n c e d .  

L a t e r ,  C l e m e n t  C o m e r  C l a y  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  d i s 

t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n s  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a t  h i s  i n n ,  a n d  

e x t e n d e d  f o r m a l  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  t o w n .  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  C o l .  

T o b e y  J o n e s  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  p a r t y  w i t h  a n  e l a b 

o r a t e  b a n q u e t ,  a t  w h i c h  w e r e  p r e s e n t  o n e  h u n d r e d  o f  H u n t s 

v i l l e ’ s m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s .  T h i s  m e m o r a b l e  d i n n e r  w a s  

s e r v e d  i n  t h e  a s s e m b ly  h a l l  o f  t h e  o l d  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  

s t o o d  t i l l  a b o u t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  u p o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  

a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  F r a n k l i n  a n d  G a te s  s t r e e t s .  I t  w a s  i n  t h i s  

s a m e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  W i l l i a m  B i b b  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  a s  f i r s t  

g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a ,  o n  N o v e m b e r  9 ,  1 8 1 9 .

S o  g r e a t  w e r e  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h a t  m o n e y  b e c a m e  v e r y  s c a r c e ,  a n d  p r o m i s 

s o r y  n o t e s  s e c u r e d  b y  d r o v e s  o f  s la v e s ,  w e r e  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  

s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e r e f o r  as  a  m e d i u m  o f  e x c h a n g e .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a c u t e  a n d  s o  f u n d a m e n t a l ,  t h a t  “ q u o  w a r 

r a n t o ”  p r o c e e d in g s  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  P l a n t e r s ’ a n d  

M e r c h a n t s ’ B a n k ,  a t  H u n t s v i l l e .  L a t e r ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  

b a n k ,  h a v i n g  g i v e n  p l e d g e s  b y  b o n d  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s e c u r i t y  

o f  i t s  b u s in e s s ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b y  a c t  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 4 t h ,  1 8 2 2 ,  

s u s p e n d e d  t h e  q u o  w a r r a n t o  p r o c e e d in g s  p e n d i n g  t h e  r e s u m p 

t i o n  o f  s p e c ie  p a y m e n t  b y  t h e  b a n k  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  1 0 t h  d a y  

o f  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 2 3 .  I t  w a s  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  c h a r t e r  

o f  t h e  b a n k  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  v o i d ,  i f  a l l  p a y m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  m a d e  

i n  s p e c ie  o n  a n d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  2 1 s t ,  1 8 2 4 . 12

T h e  a u t h o r  a f t e r  a  d i l i g e n t  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  

t im e s ,  h a s  b e e n  u n a b le  t o  f i n d  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

b a n k ,  a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  b y  t h a t  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  H e n c e

11 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A la b a m a  R e p u b l ic a n ,  J u n e  5 th ,  1810.
12 T o u lm in ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  63. E d i t i o n  1823.
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t h e  i n f e r e n c e  is  i n d u l g e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  t im e s  w a s  

r e l i e v e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b a n k ’ s a f f a i r s  w a s  

a d j u s t e d  i n  d u e  c o u r s e .

M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  n o w  h a d  w i t h i n  i t s  c o n f in e s  t h r e e  i n c o r 

p o r a t e d  t o w n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  H u n t s v i l l e  a n d  T r i a n a ,  H a z e l  

G r e e n  h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  a  c h a r t e r  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o n  t h e  1 5 t h  

d a y  o f  J u n e ,  1 8 2 1 ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  g o v e r n m e n t  b y  a  b o a r d  o f  t r u s 

te e s .  T h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  o f  t r u s t e e s  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  S a t u r 

d a y  i n  A u g u s t  o f  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  a t  w h i c h  a l l  w h i t e  m a l e  c i t i 

z e n s  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  r e s i d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  

l i m i t s  o f  t h e  t o w n  w e r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  v o t e .  T h e  t o w n  l i m i t s  

w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s : “ B e g i n n i n g  a t  a  m a r k e d  l i n e  o n  t h e  M e r i d i a n  

r o a d ,  n e a r  R o b e r t  I r w i n ’ s s t o r e  a n d  r u n n i n g  n o r t h  o n e - h a l f  

m i l e  s o  a s  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h e  s p a c e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  a  

m i l e  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  o f  s a i d  r o a d . ” b

T h e  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  H u n t s v i l l e  w a s  u n m i s t a k 

a b l y  w e l l  r o u n d e d  a n d  p r o p o r t i o n e d .  E v e r y  p h a s e  o f  m u n i c i p a l  

l i f e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  i t s  d u e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  P r o p e r  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  

m a d e  t o  s t a b i l i z e  a n d  r e n d e r  p e r m a n e n t  a l l  t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  I t  

w o u l d  a p p e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i n  d o i n g  s o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  

c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  w o r k  o v e r  t im e .

B y  a c t  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 8 2 2 ,  P r e s t o n  Y e a t m a n  a n d  f o r t y -  

e i g h t  o t h e r s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  “ H u n t s v i l l e  F i r e  E n g i n e  C o m 

p a n y , ”  w e r e  c h a r t e r e d  a s  a  b o d y  c o r p o r a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  m a n a g e 

m e n t  o f  i t s  a f f a i r s  i n  a  b o a r d  o f  n i n e  d i r e c t o r s . 0

E D U C A T I O N A L

T h o u g h  m u c h  o f  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h e r  p e o p le  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  

t h e i r  o w n  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u r s u i t s ,  a n d  h e r  m a t e 

r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  H u n t s v i l l e ’ s e d u c a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  n o t  

n e g le c t e d .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  n u m e r o u s  e x c e l l e n t  p r i v a t e  

s c h o o ls  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .

T h e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t o  

r e c e iv e  a i d  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e ,  w a s  “ G r e e n  A c a d e m y . ”  T o  i t  a  

c h a r t e r  w a s  g r a n t e d  b y  a c t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g 

i s l a t u r e ,  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 8 1 2 ,  w i t h  W i l l i a m  E d m o n s o n ,  J o h n  

B r a h a m ,  W i l l i a m  L e s l e y ,  J a m e s  M c C a r t y ,  P e t e r  P e r k i n s ,  

C h a r l e s  B u r i s ,  W i l l i a m  D e r r i c k ,  J a m e s  N e e le y ,  J o h n  G r a y s o n ,  

H e n r y  C o x ,  B e n n e t t  W o o d s ,  S a m u e l  A l l e n ,  A n d r e w  K .  D a v i s ,

b T o u l n i i n ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  836. E d i t i o n  1S23.
c T o u lm in ’s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  847. E d i t i o n  1823.
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W i l l i a m  E v a n s ,  a n d  N a t h a n  P o w e r s ,  a s  t r u s t e e s . 13 G r e e n  

A c a d e m y  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  A g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  a c t  c h a r t e r i n g  G r e e n  A c a d 

e m y ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  h e ld  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  o f  

t h e  c o u n t y  o n  “ t h e  S a t u r d a y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  t h i r d  M o n d a y  i n  

A p r i l , ”  f o l l o w i n g ,  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  “ b y  l o t t e r y ”  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  

o f  s a i d  a c a d e m y ,  t o  r a i s e  a  s u m  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  

d o l l a r s . d A d d i t i o n a l  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m y  w e r e  a p p o in t e d  

b y  a n  a c t  o f  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 8 1 4 .

T h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r u s t e e s  w e r e ,  a s  n a m e d  in  t h e  b i l l ,  D a v i d  

T h o m p s o n ,  J o h n  M o o r e ,  F r a n c i s  E .  H a r r i s ,  J a m e s  M a n n i n g ,  

a n d  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n . 14

O n  D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 1 6 ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h e  

a c a d e m y  t h e  s u m  o f  $ 5 0 0  f r o m  t h e  f u n d s  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  

T r e a s u r y . 15 T h i s ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m o n e y s  r a i s e d  b y  l o t t e r y  f o r  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c a d e m y  b u i l d i n g s ,  r e m a in e d  u n e m p l o y e d  

f o r  s o m e  t i m e ;  t h e  b u s in e s s  o f  h o u s i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  n o t  

b e i n g  c o m p le t e d  t i l l  1 8 1 9 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  f r o m  a  la c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  

f u n d s .

T h e  a i d  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w a s  p r o v i d e d  

b y  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b y  a c t  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 8 1 8 , 16 

w h e r e b y  t h e  P l a n t e r s ’ &  M e r c h a n t s ’ B a n k  a t  H u n t s v i l l e  w a s  

a u t h o r i z e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s  c a p i t a l  s t o c k ,  a n d  s e l l  a t  p u b l i c  

a u c t i o n  s h a r e s  o f  t h e  s a m e ,  n i n e t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  o r  

e x c e s s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  s u c h  s a le s  t o  e n u r e  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  

A c a d e m y .  B y  t h e  s a m e  a c t ,  L e m u e l  M e a d ,  H e n r y  C h a m b e r s ,  

H e n r y  M i n o r ,  J o h n  M .  T a y l o r ,  C l e m e n t  C .  C l a y ,  a n d  J o h n  

W i l l i a m  W a l k e r ,  w e r e  d e s ig n a t e d  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  t r u s t e e s .

T h e  p r o f i t s  a c c r u i n g  t o  t h e  a c a d e m y  f r o m  t h e  s a le  o f  s a id  

b a n k  s t o c k  w e r e  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .0 0 .  T h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  

m o n e y s  o n  h a n d ,  w a s  e m p l o y e d — a f t e r  a  b r i e f  t i m e — in  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c a d e m y  b u i l d i n g s ,  o n  t h e  l o t  n o w  o c c u p i e d  b y  

t h e  c i t y  s c h o o l  o f  H u n t s v i l l e ,  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r ,  a t  t h e  

i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  E a s t  C l i n t o n  a n d  C a l h o u n  s t r e e t s . 17

T h o u g h  w i t h o u t  b u i l d i n g s  o f  i t s  o w n  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  

G r e e n  A c a d e m y  h a d  b e e n  d o i n g  g o o d  w o r k  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u -

is  S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  56. E d i t i o n  1816.
d T h is  m e th o d  o f  r a is in g  m o n e y s  f o r  p u b l i c  p u rp o s e s  h a d  a lm o s t  

u n iv e r s a l  a p p l i c a t io n ,  a n d  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e s o r te d  to  a n d  a u th o r iz e d  
b y  t h e  L e g is la tu r e .

S ta tu te s  o f  M is s is s ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  p a g e  57. E d i t i o n  1816.
is  ib.  P a g e  453.
is  T o u lm iu ’ s D ig e s t  o f  A la b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e s  4 5  a n d  46. E d i t i o n  

1823.
it  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A la b a m a  R e p u b l ic a n ,  N o v e m b e r  10, 1820.
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cation. F o r  a lon g  num ber o f  years it was the on ly  institution 
a fford in g  advanced education, in the northern part o f  the 
State. H ere  m ost o f  the prominent men in this part o f  the 
country were trained. It was virtually w ithout competition and 
had no peer in its field o f  service till the State U niversity  w as 
established and was well under way.

N o r  was the thought and e ffort  o f  the people in matters edu
cational, confined, alone to the tutelage o f  their youth. R e 
ligious organizations— o f  which, m ore  later— and fraternal 
and social societies were yielded their m oiety o f  consideration 
also. A n d  it is not inappropriate to record  here that the 
Huntsville M ason ic  L o d g e  was the first chartered in the S ta te ; 
having operated continuously under a dispensation from  the 
Grand L o d g e  o f  K entucky, granted it in 1811. A  legend o f  
the times proclaims that General A n d re w  Jackson, while on 
his frequent visits to Huntsville, often  attended the meetings 
o f  the lodge, held in its present temple, situated on L incoln  
street at the corner o f  W illiam s street.

T h ou g h  probably not germ ane to the subject o f  education in 
its strictest sense, it is interesting to note the grow th  o f  senti
ment in opposition to the custom  o f  dueling. A s  early as 
February lOh, 1807, we find the Legislature o f  the Mississippi 
T err itory  m em oraliz ing  upon the subject, thus: “ W hereas , 
from  a false sense o f  honor, the inhuman, injurious and de- 
testible practice o f  dueling, has been too  often  and unhappily 
resorted to, as a m ode o f  ad justing or  settling differences o f  
small m agnitude, between in d iv id ua ls ; and whereas, this bar
barous and savage conduct has o f  late attained a great degree  
o f  prevalence, to the destruction o f  the lives o f  som e valuable 
members o f  society, and in volv ing  the feelings o f  others, w h o 
from  principle and respect for  the laws o f  their country, will 
not engage in this pernicious practice. Be it further enacted, 
etc.,” 1R therein proceed ing  to make it an offense against the 
laws o f  the T erritory , and further requiring ju dges  to charge 
the grand juries specially in respect thereto. T hat the business 
o f  dueling was done “ decently and in ord er ,”  when conducted 
accord ing  to the mandates o f  “ T h e  A m erican  C ode o f  H o n o r ,”  
which, am on g  gentlemen o f  the South, was as inflexible as the 
laws o f  the M edes and the Persians, can be little doubted. A nd  
the author, at the risk o f  w earying  his readers, takes the liberty 
o f  here setting out this code  in f u l l ; for, perchance, it mav aid

is S tatutes o f  M ississippi T erritory , page ‘219. Edition 1S16.
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the future student o f  history, and be o f  interest to some w h o  
scan these pages.

“ T h e : A m e r i c a n  C o d s  o f  H o n o r ”  ►

B y John L y d e  W ilson .

T h e  P e r so n  In su lted , B e f o r e  C h a llen ge  S e n t :
Par. ( 1 ) .  W h en ever  you  believe you are insulted, i f  the in

sult be in public, and by w ords  o r  behavior, never resent it 
there, if  you have self-com m and enough  to avoid  notic ing it. 
I f  resented there you offer  an indignity to the com pany, which 
you should not.

Par. ( 2 ) .  I f  the insult be by blows, or  any personal indignity, 
it m ay be resented at the mom ent, fo r  the insult to the com pany 
did not originate with you. B ut although resented at the 
moment, yet, you  are bound still to have satisfaction, and 
must therefore, make the demand.

Par. ( 3 ) .  W h e n  you believe you rse lf  aggrieved , be silent on 
the subject, speak to no  one about the matter, and see you r  
friend, w h o is to act for  you, as soon as possible.

Par. ( 4 ) .  N ev er  send a challenge in the first instance, for  
that precludes all negotiations. Let your  note be in the lan
guage  o f  a gentleman, and let the subject matter o f  the co m 
plaint be true and fairly set forth, cautiously avoid ing  attrib
uting to the adverse party any im proper motives.

Par. ( 5 ) .  W h e n  your second is in full possession o f  the 
facts, leave the w hole  matter to his judgm ent, and avoid any 
consultation with him, unless he seeks it. H e  has the custody 
o f  your  honor, and by obey in g  him you cannot be co m p ro 
mised.

Par. ( 6 ) .  Let the time o f  demand upon your  adversary, 
after the insult, be as short as possib le ; fo r  he has the right to 
double that time in replying to you , unless you give some 
g o o d  reason fo r  your  delay. Each  party is entitled to reason
able time to make the necessary dom estic arrangements, by 
will o r  otherwise, before  fighting.

Par. ( 7 ) .  T o  a written com m unication  you are entitled to 
a written reply, and it is the business o f  your  friend to require 
it.

S e c o n d ’s D u t y  B e f o r e  C hallenge S e n t :
Par. ( 1 ) .  W h en ever  you are applied to by a friend to act 

as his second, be fore  you agree to do so, state distinctly to
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your principal that you  will be govern ed  on ly  by  y ou r  ow n  
judgm ent, that he will not be consulted after you  are in full 
possession o f  the facts, unless it becom es necessary to make or  
exact the amend honorable, o r  send a challenge. Y o u  are 
supposed to be cool and collected and you r  fr iend ’s feelings 
are m ore or  less irritated.

Par. ( 2 ) .  U se  every effort to soothe and tranquilize your 
p r in c ip a l ; do  not see things in the same aggravated  light in 
which he view s th e m ; extenuate the conduct o f  his adversary 
w henever you  see clearly an opportunity  to do  so, without 
do in g  violence to y ou r  fr iend ’s irritated mind. E ndeavor  to 
persuade him that there must have been som e m isunderstand
ing  in the matter. Check him if  he uses opprobrious  epithets 
tow ard  his adversary and never permit im proper or  insulting 
w ords  in the note you carry.

Par. ( 3 ) .  T o  the note you carry in w riting  to the party 
complained o f  you  are entitled to a written answer, which will 
be directed to you r  principal, and will be delivered to you  by 
his adversary ’s friend, if  this note be not writen in the style 
o f  a gentleman, refuse to receive it and assign your  reasons 
fo r  such refusal. I f  there be a question m ade as to the char
acter o f  the note, require the second presenting it to you, w h o  
considers it respectful, to  endorse upon it these w o r d s : “ I 
consider the note o f  m y  friend respectful, and w ou ld  not have 
been the bearer o f  it if  I believed otherwise.”

Par. ( 4 ) .  I f  the party called on refuse to receive the note 
you  bear, you  are entitled to demand a reason fo r  such refusal. 
I f  he refuse to  g ive  you  any reason, and persists in such 
refusal, he treats not only you r  friend but yourself  with ind ig 
nity, and you  must then make you rse lf  the actor by sending a 
respectful note, requiring a proper explanation o f  a course he 
has pursued tow ard you and your  friend, and i f  he still ad
heres to his determination you are to challenge or post him.

Par. ( 5 ) .  I f  the person to w hom  you  deliver the note o f  
your  friend declines m eeting him on  the grounds o f  inequality, 
you  are bound to tender yourself  in his stead, by a note directed 
to him from  yourself, and if  he refuse to meet you, you  are to 
post him.

Par. ( 6 ) .  In all cases o f  the substitution o f  the second for  
the principal, the second should interpose and adjust the mat
ter if the party substituting avers that he does not make the 
quarrel o f  his principal his own. T h e  true reason fo r  substitu
tion is, the supposed insult o f  imputing to you the like in
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equality which is charged  upon you r  friend, and when the 
contrary is declared, there should be no fight ; for  individuals 
m ay well d iffer in their estimates o f  an individual’s character 
and standing in society. In the case o f  a substitution and a 
satisfactory agreement you are then to in form  your friend o f  
all the facts w hose  duty it should be to post in person.

Par. ( 7 ) .  I f  the party to w h om  you present a note em ploy 
a son, father o r  brother, as a second, you  must decline acting 
with either, on the grou nd  o f  consanguinity.

Par. ( 8 ) .  I f  a m inor wishes you  to take a note to an adult, 
decline d o in g  so on the grounds o f  his minority. But i f  the 
adult com plained o f  has made a com panion  o f  the m inor in 
society, you m ay bear the note. •

Par. ( 9 ) .  W h e n  an accom m odation  is tendered, never re
quire too  m u c h ; and if  the party o ffe r in g  the amend honorable 
wishes to g ive a reason fo r  his conduct in the matter, do  not, 
unless o ffensive to you r  friend, refuse to receive i t ; by so d o ing  
you  heal the breach the m ore effectively.

Par. ( 1 0 ) .  I f  a stranger wish you  to bear the note fo r  him, 
be well satisfied, be fore  you do  so, that he is on an equality 
with you, and in presenting the note, state to the party the 
relationship you  stand tow ards him, and what you  k n ow  and 
believe about h im ; fo r  strangers are entitled to redress fo r  
w ro n g  as well as others, and the rules o f  h onor  and hospitality 
should protect them.

T h e  P a r t y  R e c e iv i n g  th e  N o t e  B e f o r e  C h a lle n g e :
Par. ( 1 ) .  W h en  a note is presented to you by an equal, 

receive it, read it, although you  m ay suppose it to  be from  one 
you do  not intend to meet, because its requisites may be o f  a 
character w hich  m ay be readily com plied  with. But if  the 
requirements o f  the note cannot be acceded to, return it through 
the m edium  o f  y ou r  friend, to the person w h o  handed it to you, 
with you r  reason fo r  returning it.

Par. ( 2 ) .  I f  the note received be in abusive terms, ob ject  
to its reception, and return it fo r  that reason, but if  it be 
respectful return an answer o f  the same character, in which, 
respond and openly to all interrogatories fairly propounded, 
and hand it to you r  friend, w h om , it is presumed you have 
consulted, and w ho has advised the answer, directed to the o p 
posite party, and let it be delivered to his friend.

Par. ( 3 ) .  Y o u  m ay refuse to receive a note from  a minor, 
if  you  have not made an associate o f  h im ; one that has been
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p o s te d ; one that has been publicly disgraced without resenting 
i t ; one whose occupation  is u n la w fu l ; a man in his dotage and 
a lunatic. T here  m ay be other causes, but the character o f  
those enumerated will lead to a correct decision upon those 
omitted. I f  you  receive a note from  a stranger, you have a 
right to a reasonable time to ascertain his standing in society, 
unless he be fully vouched  fo r  by his friend.

Par. ( 4 ) .  I f  a party delays calling upon you fo r  a week or 
m ore after the supposed insult, and assigns no  cause fo r  the 
delay, if  you  require it, you may double the time be fore  your  
reply to him ; fo r  the w ro n g  cannot be considered aggravated if 
borne patiently fo r  som e days and the time m ay have been used 
in preparation and practice.

S e c o n d ’s  D u t y  o f  the P a r ty  R e c e iv in g  a N o t e  B e f o r e  C h a llen ge  
S e n t :

Par. ( 1 ) .  W h e n  consulted by your  friend, w h o  has received 
a note requiring an explanation, in form  him distinctly that he 
must be govern ed  w holly  by you in the progress o f  the dispute. 
I f  he refuses, decline to act on that ground.

Par. ( 2 ) .  U se  your  utmost efforts to allay all excitement 
which your  principal m ay labor under, search diligently into 
the orig in  o f  the m isunderstanding; fo r  gentlemen seldom 
insult each other, unless they labor under som e m isapprehen
sion or m is ta k e ; and when you  discover the original grou nd  o f  
error, fo l low  each m ovem ent to the time o f  sending the note, 
and harm ony will be restored.

Par. ( 3 ) .  W h e n  your principal refuses to do what you 
require o f  him, decline further action, on that ground , and 
in form  the op p osin g  second o f  you r  withdrawal from  the 
negotiation .10

R e fer e n c es ' .— B re w e r ’s A la b a m a ;  Judge T a y lo r ’s H i s t o r y  o f  
M a d iso n  C o u n t y ;  N o r th e r n  A la b a m a ;  Huntsville D irectory  
1859; P arton ’s L i f e  o f  J a c k so n ;  kindness o f  m any older citi
zens ; newspaper files and clippings.

io T h i s  c o m p ila t io n  o f  the C o d e , hy  M r . W i ls o n ,  is  v e r y  p r o b a b ly  
o f  a la te r  d a te  th a n  t h a t  h e re  d e a lt  w it h  in  th is  c h a p te r , h o w e v e r ,  
so  f a r  a s  th e  a u th o r  h a s  been a b le  to a s c e r ta in ,  th e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r in 
c ip le s  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  D u e l in g  C o d e  h a v e  r e m a in e d  u n c h a n g e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  t im e , a n d  no  d o u b t  a r e  th e  s a m e , e v e n  a s  to  d e ta il ,  
p r e v a il in g  d u r in g  th is  p e rio d .



C hapter IV .

ECONOMIC, POLITICAL A N D  SOCIAL CONDITIONS, 
FROM 1820-1861

C o m m e rc ia l  D e v e lo p m e n t — H is to r ic  L a n d m a rk s— E c o n o m ic  
S ta tu s  o f  S la v e r y  A s  an In stitu tion — T ran sp orta tion .  

C ivic  and P u blic  Institutions, R e l ig io u s  and  
E du ca tiona l— M a k e r s  o f  N a tiona l, S ta te  

and L o c a l  H is t o r y .

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPM ENT

H i A V I N G ,  in the chapter just preceding, traced the devel
opm ent and grow th  o f  Huntsville  from  its founding  to 
this period, so  A ladin-like in its brilliancy, the reader 
o f  these pages will, no  doubt, pursue with keen interest 

h istory ’s record  o f  her unstayed com m ercial development.
A s  w e  have already observed, the census o f  M adison  county, 

taken in 1820, show ed a total population o f  19,565, an increase 
o f  5,365 over  that o f  1816.1 T h o u g h  this enumeration o f  the 
cou nty ’s inhabitants did not reveal what proportion  thereof 
were residents o f  Huntsville, the census o f  the tow n taken tw o 
y ea r ’s later furnishes a fair basis fo r  estimating its population 
at that date. T h is  census o f  1822 discloses that living within 
the corporate  limits w e r e :

W h ite  males over  21................................................................. 308
W h ite  males under 21............................................................  188 496

W h ite  females over  21............................................................  157
W h ite  females under 21.......................................................... 180 337

833
M ale s la v e s ..................................................................................  220
Female s la v e s .............................................................................  228 448

i (H untsv ille) Alabama Republican, December 29th, 1820.
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Free males o f  color.... 
Free females o f  color.
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Huntsville with a total white population o f  833, in these early 
days was a veritable “ center o f  population.”  N o  tow n in 
Alabama, and few  in this part o f  the South, had greater num 
bers. N o r  was the country— as a place o f  residence— deserted. 
M u ch  o f  the refinement and wealth o f  the county was still to 
be found in the spacious and magnificent homes upon the 
plantations.

T h e  county, a ccord in g  to statistics o f  A labam a, gathered in
1821, had within its limits tw enty-tw o doctors, and (noth w ith - 
standing this) 1,520 free white males subject to poll tax. T h e  
assessed value o f  time-pieces b e lon g in g  to the inhabitants was 
$9,264.25, there being in the county fifty-six  go ld  and one 
hundred and ninety-nine silver watches and thirty-six c locks.3 
T h e  num ber o f  doctors, polls taxable, and the chattels m en
tioned, being three times greater than that o f  any other county 
in the State.

T h e  com m ercial interests o f  the com m unity  developed apace 
with its advance in population, and a healthy condition o f  
thrift and prosperity attended all business interests.

Diversified industry was not la ck in g ; every character o f  
enterprise from  the brew ing  o f  beer, by W .  M . M cN eil  & C o.,4 
to the tanning o f  leather, by M artin M iller, was to be found 
here, including K e y s ’ & W e lls ’ “ N e w  Boot and Shoe M a n u 
factory ,” 5 and the “ Huntsville H at M an u factory ,”  operated by 
R . H . Champion on Bank R o w  ;c also “ W a tch  and Clock M a k 
ing,”  by T h om as Cain & C o . ;7 as well as the m anufacture o f  
“ copper stills,” 8 which, ju d g in g  from  the num ber o f  firms en
gaged  1 herein, were in pretty general use. In addition to these 
industries, others, similar in nature, were operated by com peti
tors o f  the firms just named. M an y  others o f  varied and d i f 
ferent character, supplied the needs o f  this part o f  the State.

2  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , J u n e  21 , 18 2 2 .
3 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , M a r c h  3 , 1 8 2 1 .
* ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  S e p te m b e r  2 9 , 1820 .
o ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , D e c e m b e r  2 9 , 1S20.
°  ( l l n n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , J a n u a r y  18, 18 2 2 .
~ ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J u n e  10 , 1S25.
s ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J u n e  16 , 1 8 2 6 .
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O nly  within the past few  years— relatively speaking-—have 
candles, as a means o f  lighting the home, been superseded. 
D u rin g  these years there was great demand fo r  them, and to 
supply this dem and a “ Candle M an u factory ,”  was operated by 
I. W in d h am , on the lot opposite the present county jail, at the 
intersection o f  East Clinton and Green streets, on the south
west corner,9 P um ps were also m anufactured here, to  be used 
in connection  with the water w orks  ssytem already established 
at H untsville .10 Just how  patrons o f  the water system used 
these pumps, the author is at a loss to explain.

T h e  census was again taken in 1825, and there were found 
to be within the tow n  l im its :

W h ite  males ov er  21..............................................................  308
W h ite  females over  21...........................................................  170 478

W h ite  males under 21............................................................  219
W h ite  females under 21..........................................................  229 448

926
Free persons o f  c o lo r ............................................................... 44
Slaves ............................................................................................  542 586

T o ta l ............................................................................................ “ 1,512

T hese  figures show  an increase over  the count o f  1822 o f  
206, how ever, it will be found, upon reference, that the male 
population over tw enty-one years o f  age, is exactly  what it was 
in 1822, while the females o f  the same class are few er by 
eleven, and that the increase is in the infant and co lored  popu
lation,

A  relatively similar state o f  affairs is revealed by the census 
o f  1828, which  accredits to H u n tsv il le :

W h ite  males over 21.................................................................  313
W h ite  females over  21............................................................  165 478

W h ite  males under 21............................................................... 267
W h ite  females under 21.......................................................... 263 530

1,008

0 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  M a r c h ,  1 8 3 1 .
10 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  M a y  18 , 1 8 2 7 , a n d  M a r c h ,  1 8 3 3 .
11 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A p r i l  7 , 182G.
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Free people o f  color. 
Slaves ........................... 719 766

47

Total .121,774

T h o u g h  at this immediate period H untsville ’ s adult white 
population was o f  slow  grow th , the birth rate w ou ld  appear 
to  have been such as to gratify  the most exacting. W h ile  the 
white population did not increase with any great rapidity, let 
us remem ber that the county was fast filling up with new 
com ers, and becom ing  thickly settled in its m ore  remote sec
tions. T h e  establishment by the G overnm ent o f  post roads, 
contributed in n o  small m easure to the accomplishment o f  this 
end.

A s  early as 1820, provision  had been made for  the consum p
tion o f  the cotton crop  o f  this and ad jo in in g  counties, by the 
conversion  o f  the raw product into y a r n ; as appears from  an 
interesting advertisement in the (H u n tsv i l le ’ A labam a R epu b 
lican, o f  September 29, 1820, which  is here c o p ie d :

“ T h e  proprietors o f  the Cotton  F actory  at H a u g h to n ’s Mill, 
near the T hree  F orks  o f  Flint R iver, w ou ld  in form  the inhabi
tants o f  M adison  and ad jo in ing  counties, that they have made 
some additions to their machinery, and have constantly on  
hand an assortment o f  spun cotton, which they will exchange 
for  good , clean seed cotton on accom m odatin g  terms.

T h e  author has been unable to determine just where “ near 
T hree  F orks  o f  F lint”  this factory  was lo ca te d ; whether on  
the west fork, just be fore  it jo ins the north fork , or  a short 
distance south o f  the confluence o f  these tw o forks. It is 
certain, how ever, that water furnished the m otive pow er for 
this factory.

D uring  the first fifteen years o f  this period there were erect
ed som e large factories, which turned out in quantities, far in 
excess o f  the demands o f  the local market, com m odities neces
sary to the industry and life o f  the South.

In the early part o f  1834, a plant for  the m anufacture o f

1 2  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A p r i l  18 , 1 8 2 8 .
is ( I l u u t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , S e p te m b e r  29 , 1S20.

“ C o t t o n  F a c t o r y . ”

H oratio  Jones & C om pany.” 13
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plow s was ow n ed  and operated by E. T . & R . P arker .14 T his  
firm en joyed  an extensive business fo r  a num ber o f  years, and 
supplied the trade over an extended territory.

D u ring  the later part o f  this period, new enterprises con 
tinued to  invade the field o f  industry. O n e  o f  these, greater 
in m agnitude than m any such which  had been in operation 
here fo r  years, was a coach factory, established som e time 
prior  to  A pril, 1851.15

T h e  m ost notew orthy single industrial developm ent o f  the 
times, was the “ Bell F actory .”  T h o u g h  cotton had, as w e 
have seen, been converted into y a m  fo r  dom estic uses, not 
until 1832, when “ P atton -D onegan  & C om p any”  was incor
porated fo r  the m anufacture o f  cotton cloth, was the raw p rod 
uct converted on  a large scale for  com m ercial purposes. T he 
com p an y ’s plant was situated about ten miles northeast o f  
Huntsville, on its ow n  lands, very  extensive in area, at what 
is n ow  Bell Factory , on Flint river, a short distance south o f  
the confluence o f  the three forks o f  Flint, at the bridges. 
T h e  pow er used in the operation o f  the three thousand spindles 
and one hundred loom s o f  this mill, was that furnished by 
dam m ing the water o f  Flint, and fo rc in g  them over  a wheel or 
turbine. Steam not being used in its operation, signals could 
not be g iven by whistle, and in lieu thereof a large bell was 
u s e d ; hence the name “ Bell F a ctory .”  T h is  was the first co t 
ton m anufactory  o f  any consequence in the South. Slave labor 
was used almost exclusively in its operation. In later years, 
econom ic  forces, too  patent and num erous to discuss here, 
drove  this industry from  its field o f  usefulness, and its opera
tion was discontinued, though at the present time the old 
bu ilding stands.

T o  summarize, at the close o f  this period, Huntsville had three 
weekly  p a p e r s : Southern A dvoca te , H untsville  Independent, 
and Huntsville D e m o c r a t ; four architects, tw enty -fou r  lawyers, 
three brick manufactories, three hotels, twelve doctors, a bank 
with a capital o f  $500 ,000 ; seven schools, tw o stage lines, tw o 
civil engineers, tw o saloons, one cotton and w oolen  m anufac
tory, one cotton gin m anufactory, one flour mill,16 and other 
industries and enterprises too  num erous to mention. H ow ever , 
these alone will suffice to show  the thrift and stability o f  the 
com m ercial developm ent o f  Huntsville.

1 4  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J u ly  1, 1 8 3 4 .
is  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A p r i l  7, 18 5 1 .
is H u n t s v i l l e  D ir e c t o r y ,  1 8 5 9 .
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HISTORIC LAN D M ARKS

M u c h  o f  th e  w ea lth , cu ltu re ,  an d  re finem ent o f  the tim es w as  
to  be f o u n d  here. E x p r e s s io n  o f  the aesthetic in H u n t s v i l le ’ s 
d o m e st ic  l i fe  w a s  g iv e n  fu ll vent, as is m i r r o w e d  in the e legan t 
an d  c o m m o d io u s  res id en ces  erected  in the ear ly  days.

M a n y  o f  these ed ifices , the a rch ite ctu re  o f  w h ich  is so  str ik 
in g  in its g r a n d e u r  an d  beauty , yet  so  a p p e a l in g  in its s im 
plic ity , still m a rk  the p laces  o f  their  e rect ion . W e  m ig h t  p u rsu e  
the s tu d y  o f  this art o f  g r a c e fu l  e x p re s s io n  w h ich  w e  c h o o s e  
to  term  a ffe c t ion a te ly ,  even  b o a st in g ly ,  “ S o u th e rn  a r c h ite c 
tu r e ,”  w ith  som e  interest an d  m u c h  profit ,  but su f f ic e  it to  say, 
these p r o d u c ts  o f  that art are  m o n u m e n ts  to  the skill an d  
ability  o f  its e x e cu to r s .  F e w  parts o f  the State, i f  any, equ aled  
H u n tsv i l le  in w ea lth  o f  h a n d so m e  h om es .

In 1815 there was erected amid a g rov e  o f  splendid oaks, 
on the southwest side o f  tow n, on what is n ow  O ak  avenue, 
probably the handsomest hom e in the State, fo r  a num ber o f  
years. T he spacious lawn in front o f  this elegant abode was 
decorated with beautiful form al gardens, and w inding  ap
proaches to the entrance were hedged about with row s o f  
dignified box . T h e  beauty and charm o f  this place— know n 
o f  all times as “ T h e  G ro v e ,”  is still impressively evident, even 
to a casual observer, though time has not dealt gently with this, 
the habitat o f  the Davis family.

A lm ost at this same time was under construction the home 
o f  Col. L e ro y  P ope, which occupied the eminence o f  a ja g g ed  
and picturesque bluff, just north o f  the present intersection o f  
A dam s avenue and \\ illiams street, now know n as P op e 's  or 
E ch o l ’s Hill. T he  brick fo r  the house were m anufactured in 
Tennessee, and shipped on flat boats dow n  the Tennessee river 
to D itto ’s L anding , from  whence they were hauled by w agon  
to Huntsville. A s  do the tropics produce a race o f  men d iffer
ent in habits o f  life, character and aspirations from  those o f  a 
m ore temperate zone, so it w ould  seem that this dom icile  o f  
L e ro y  Pope, and later o f  L e ro y  P op e  W alker, o ccu p y in g  as it 
did, the most exalted and com m anding  position in the town, 
furnishes a replica o f  the personalities and achievements o f  
these two leaders o f  the thought and action o f  their times. 
Posterity m ay view with profitable concern this, the residence 
o f  the first Secretary o f  W a r  o f  the Confederate  States o f  
A m erica , for  time has not dealt unkindly with it. H e  it was 
w h o issued the order to fire upon Fort Sumter in 1861.
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T h ro u g h  these years, m any other notable residences were 
erected, too  num erous to here d e p ic t ; how ever, it is w orthy  
o f  com m ent that the hom e o f  the late Col. W .  W .  Garth, on 
the east side o f  Franklin street, was completed in 1820. by 
D r. T h om as Fearn. Contem poraneously, the Clay residence 
on  the north side o f  M aiden  Lane, was built. H ere  lived 
Senator C lem en t.C om er C la y ; here also was born and reared 
his even m ore  illustrious son, Clement Claiborne Clay, w h o  
becam e L'nited States Senator, resign ing his seat in that body  
to enter the same legislative council in the Confederate  g o v e rn 
ment.

P robab ly  the most w orthy  exponent o f  “ Southern architec
ture,”  the truest o f  the type produced  by that noble art, is the 
Beirne home, on the south side o f  W illiam s street, opposite 
the intersection o f  Green street. This  magnificent edifice, 
erected in 1837, at a cost o f  $32,000.00, and the expenditure 
o f  nine years o f  labor is, in its present w on d erfu l state o f  
preservation, in the opinion o f  m any w orthy  critics, the most 
expressive exponent o f  the grandeur, d ignity and unadorned 
beauty and simplicity o f  the times, now extant.

N e x t  to this stately structure, which was erected by G overnor  
T h om as Bibb, fo r  his daughter, M rs. James Bradley, H en ry  
M in or  had built his hom e on the west side thereof, upon the 
lot now  occu p ied  by the residence o f  the late Col. A .  S. 
Fletcher. T h e  M in or  hom e, similar in style and character to 
the Beirne residence, was rem oved  a few  years a g o  to make 
place fo r  the present beautiful m odern  structure.

M an y  beautiful homes had also been erected throughout 
the county. O n e  o f  the earliest o f  these, yet well preserved, 
is the R ob inson  home on the west side o f  M eridian Pike, built 
in 1835.

N o r  was the aesthetic in the civ ic and com m ercial life o f  the 
tow n  neglected. O n  July 5, 1835, the erection o f  M a d ison ’s 
second temple to the G oddess o f  Justice was com m enced , and 
in 1836, at a cost o f  $52,000.00 was completed. T h e  gracefu l 
lines and enduring architecture o f  the old  court house, con 
ceived after the Parthenon at Athens, which expressed the 
acme o f  perfection  attained by the ancients in this art, was a 
monum ent to the skill and ingenuity o f  G eorge  Steele, a local 
architect o f  no mean renown. M essrs. W illiam  W ilson  and 
James Mitchell were the contractors. T h e  materials for  the 
building came from  the county. T h e  brick were made by the
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c o n t ra c t o rs  o n  the lot  to  the rear  o f  the presen t ja il ,  w h i le  the 
w h ite  an d  b lue  l im eston e  r o c k  u sed  in its c o n s tr u c t io n  w e r e  
q u a rr ie d  f r o m  M o n t e  S a n o ,  and R u s s e l l ’ s H il l ,  resp ectiv e ly .

T h is  n o b le  stru ctu re ,  u p o n  w h o s e  b e n ch  an d  at w h o s e  bar 
h ad  ap p eared  m a n y  o f  the g re a te s t  la w y e rs  k n o w n  to  the State  ; 
an d  w h o s e  f o u r  w a lls  h ad  o f t  r e so u n d e d  w ith  the m o s t  b u r n in g  
an d  p u rp o s e fu l  o r a t o r y  o f  all t im es, so  e lo q u e n t  in its p a t h o s ; 
this sh r in e  o f  ju s t ic e  u p o n  w h o s e  a lter  sacr if ices  o f  in ju st ice  
w e r e  o f f e r e d ,  b y  an alien and u n sy m p a th e t ic  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
d u r in g  the d a rk  d a ys  o f  R e c o n s tr u c t io n ,  in its e f fo r t s  to  fo r c e  
the C a u cas ian  race  to  pass ben eath  the y o k e  o f  E th io p ia n  
su p re m a cy ,  w as  rased  on  J u ly  5, 1915, a fte r  a u se fu ln ess  o f  
seven ty  years.

W h e n  the first court house was torn aw ay in 1835, the 
market house, which up to this time had occupied  its basement, 
was rem oved  to the east side o f  the square, where a brick 
structure housed it, situated som ew here upon the property  
w here the H o ld in g  b lock  n ow  stands.

Som e time in 1832 use o f  the old  w ood en  jail was d iscon 
tinued, and a new one o f  brick, m ore  in keeping  with the 
tendencies o f  the times, was erected, upon the site occupied  
by the present bastile. ,

T h e  h o m e  o f  the F irs t  N a t io n a l  B a n k ,  so  s t r ik in g  in its d ig 
nified s im p lic ity ,  is n o  less a m o n u m e n t  t o  the ta lent o f  G e o r g e  
Steele , than w as the o ld  c o u r t  h ou se . T h is  s t r ik in g  edifice , 
w h ich  len ds so  m u ch  o f  ch a ra cte r  to  the c o m m u n ity ,  w as  
e rec ted  in 1836, at a cos t  o f  $76,000.00, as the a b o d e  o f  the 
H u n tsv i l le  b ran ch  o f  the State  B a n k .17 It is said to  h av e  been  
fa r  an d  a w a y  the h a n d so m e st  b u i ld in g  in this part o f  the S ou th .

ECONOMIC STATUS OF SLA V E R Y A S A N  INSTITUTION

W e  are  n o t  in terested  t o  k n o w  the m e re  fa c t  that s la v ery  as 
an institution  w a s  n u r tu re d  u p o n  o u r  s o i l ;  but, w e  are  c o n 
c e rn e d  w ith  the in qu iry  as to  the status o f  the sa m e  as such .

A s  w e  h a v e  p r e v io u s ly  o b s e r v e d ,  the s lave p o p u la t io n  o f  the 
to w n  an d c o u n ty  g r e w  w ith  m a rk e d  rapid ity . T h is  is e x p la in e d  
b y  the fact  that g rea t  n u m b ers  o f  s laves w e re  b r o u g h t  in to  the 
c o u n ty  and  so ld  in the op e n  m a rk et ,  esp ecia lly  d u r in g  the  ear ly  
part o f  this p er iod .  M a n y  o f  these slaves had so m e  d e g re e  o f  
in te l l ig en ce  and  h ad  a cq u ire d  lim ited  m a n u a l and d o m e st ic

it A n  i t e m iz e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  to ta l  c o s t  o f  th is  building; c a n  b e  
f o u n d  in th e  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e  o f  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 8 3 6 .
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tra in ing ; m any m ore were m erely plantation h ands; seldom, 
i f  ever, having com e in touch with the civ ilizing and uplifting 
influences attendant upon service about the hom e o f  the master. 
T h e  form er class longed to return to the haunts o f  their child
hood, and mingle again am on g  their com panions “ back on the 
old plantation.”  T h ose  o f  the latter class, m any o f  w h om  very 
probably were neither born nor reared in slavery but were sold 
into servitude, chafed under the restrains o f  regular labor 
a m on g  com panions, w h o  in som e instances could  neither un
derstand, nor be understood by them. B y  this time, the menace 
o f  the Indians to the fugitive slaves, was largely a thing o f  
the p a s t ; they having withdrawn from  this part o f  the country, 
except in rare instances.

N o  source o f  in form ation  is m ore reliable and enlightening 
than records contem poraneous with the matter under consid 
eration. N on e  such is m ore com prehensive than a newspaper 
file o f  the times. It is to this latter source that the author has 
turned in an effort to grasp the spirit o f  the times and its 
attitude tow ard  slavery as an institution. T h rou g h ou t  the 
first fifteen years o f  this period, the papers carried many 
advertisements fo r  “ runaw ay slaves,”  similar to the few  here 
q u o te d :

“ $100.00 R e w a r d . ”

“ R an  away from  the subscriber, O ct . 1, 1819, an A fr ican  
negro  man, named “ J a c k ;”  33 years old, speaks bad English, 
but m ay be understood.”

“ W illiam  W h ites id es .” 1S

“ $150.00 R e w a r d .”

“ T hree  n egro  fellows. W il l  probably  return to V irgin ia , 
from  whence they cam e.” 19

“ R a n  A w a y ”

“ N e g r o  man named “ B o b ; ”  will probably make for  the 
C herokee or Choctaw T rib es .” 20

Each  o f  these advertisements and others similar thereto, 
was accom panied by the rude cut o f  a negro, male o r  female, 
as the case was, in a fleeing p ostu re ; and in some instances 
by m ore  elaborate cuts depicting the fugitive with a stick 
across the right shoulder, on the end o f  which was carried 
a small bundle tied up in a bandana handkerchief._____________

is  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  S e p te m b e r  22 , 1 8 2 0 .  
io ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A la b a m a  R e p u b lic a u ,  O c to b e r  0 , 1 8 2 0 .
20 lb.
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T h e  most striking feature o f  these advertisements is the 
total absence o f  any description o f  the escape, w hereby he or  
she m ight be recognized. N on e  was needed and none was 
given. This  fo r  the very  sufficient reason that, throughout the 
entire South, where slavery existed, a m ore or  less competent 
and com prehensive patrol system was maintained. N o  slave 
was permitted o f f  the premises o f  the master, and only  in rare 
instances out o f  his slave quarters, without a special permit. 
Free negroes were scarce, and usually well know n. H ence , we 
see the matter o f  capturing a fugitive slave resolved itself into 
the simple o ff ice  on the part o f  the patrol to take up any negro 
seen upon the h ighw ay, day or night, unattended by som e per
son in authority. N o r  was it an easy matter fo r  a run-away to 
travel across c o u n t r y ; since, in d o in g  so he almost invariably 
came in contact with som e slave overseer, or  ow ner, to  w hom  
he was u n k n o w n ; whereupon he was prom ptly  arrested. T o  
the escape, the difficulty in getting  fo o d  was no  inconsiderable 
obstacle. T o  obtain it he was almost necessarily com pelled  to 
approach som e white man, or  his habitation. T h ere  w ere  few, 
if  any, negro  homes about the country. T h e  tendency, if  any 
there was, to assist an escape was d iscouraged  and effectually 
checked by the laws o f  the land, which  m ade it a crim e to  aid 
or  abet a fugitive slave. These, and other statutes o f  a similar 
character, effected to make o f  every citizen, m ore  o r  less, a 
mem ber o f  this patrol force.

I f , perchance, the slave arrested was a fugitive, he was 
returned to his master, w h o  administered appropriate punish
ment. I f  not a fugitive but m erely a prow ler  w ithout perm is
sion, which was rarely granted, he was taken back to his quar
ters, where he received com m ensurate correction  at the hands 
o f  the overseer o r  master. R ecognition  o f  the dangers o f  being 
caught abroad after dark, is made by the negroes themselves, 
in their fo lk  songs, which contains m ore  o f  m elody  than o f  
sentim ent; the chorus o f  which is :  “ R un  N ig g e r !  Run, the 
Pattirol ’ ill git y ou .”

T h e  summary manner in which the slave larcenist was dealt 
with, is portrayed in the fo l low in g  terse news item appearing 
in the A labam a Republican, o f  September 22, 1820 :

“ Collins, convicted  o f  n egro  stealing, has been sentenced to 
be executed on the first F riday  in D ecem ber.”

In addition to the sale o f  negroes brought into the county, 
the local market was kept pretty active through the desultory 
selling o f  slaves, in small numbers, by the c it izen s ; not as slave
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traders, how ever, but m erely the buying  and selling in ordinary 
business intercourse as o f  any other chattel.

T h e  ad vert isem en ts  o f  s laves o f f e r e d  f o r  sale g o  m o r e  in to  
d e scr ip t iv e  detail than d o  th ose  o f f e r i n g  r e w a rd s  f o r  f u g i t i v e s ; 
at least as to  the g o o d  p o in ts  o f  the s u b j e c t ;  as ap pears  f r o m  
the f o l l o w in g  taken f r o m  the n u m e ro u s  in stances f o u n d  in the 
n e w s p a p e rs  o f  that d a y :

“ A  N e g r o  e o r  S a l e / '

“ W il l  be sold on M onday, A pril  27th, next, fo r  cash, at 
auction, in Huntsville, a likely negro  g irl .” 21

“ F o r  S a l e .”

“ T w o  like ly  n e g r o  b o y s ,  f r o m  tw e lv e  to  fo u r te e n  y ea rs  o ld .  
A l s o  a w o m a n ,  a g e  ab ou t th irty -f ive ,  a tru sty  servan t,  g o o d  
c o o k ,  w a s h e r  and iron er .  F o r  term s ap p ly  t o :

A .  D. V e i t c h . ” 22

B y the end o f  1835, conditions seem to have changed. T he  
papers o f  this period  rarely carried advertisements o f  escapes. 
Strik ing in com parison, notices o f  sales w ere  likewise in fre
quent.

D u rin g  the year o f  1830, the sentiment rapidly fo rm in g  at 
the N orth  fo r  the abolition o f  the institution o f  slavery, was 
spreading, and had becom e a matter o f  interest and concern to 
ou r  people. Societies were being form ed  throughout the East 
fo r  the prom otion  o f  the cause. Chiefest am on g  these was 
the “ A m erican  Colonization Society ,”  which had many branches 
and auxiliaries, such as the “ L aG range Colonization Society .” 23

T h a t  the E a s t  w as  the b r e e d in g  g r o u n d  f o r  these societ ies 
a n d  such  sen tim en ts ,— la u d a ble  o r  o th e rw is e ,  the a u th or  does  
n o t  assu m e  to  j u d g e — cau ses  us little less su rp r ise  than d oes  
the k n o w le d g e  that n o  such  o r g a n iz a t io n s  b e c a m e  o v e r t  an d  no  
such  sen tim en ts  w e r e  en u n cia ted  p u b lic ly  till s lav ery  had ceased  
to  ex is t  as an institution  u p o n  its o w n  soil.

H a d  this m o v e m e n t  to  f r e e  slaves, the ad v isab il ity  o f  w h ich  
h ad  been  u p  f o r  d is cu ss ion  an d  th o u g h t fu l ,  even  a lm ost  f a v o r 
ab le  c o n s id e r a t io n  by  the S o u t h ’ s leaders  in e c o n o m ic  and  
p o lit ica l l i fe ,  c o m e  f r o m  a q u a r te r  o th e r  than that f r o m  w h ich  
m a n y  o f  the s laves they  n o w  so u g h t  to  liberate  h ad  been  p u r 
ch a sed  an d  pa id  fo r ,  the S ou th , n o  d ou b t ,  w o u ld  h ave  been  
m o r e  sy m p a th et ic  an d  less su sp ic iou s  o f  the g o o d  fa ith  and

2 1  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  M a r c h  1G, 1823 .
2 2  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  S e p te m b e r  15, 1820 .
2 3  L a G r a n g e ,  F r a n k l in  c o u n t y , A la b a m a .
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h on es t  m o t iv e s  o f  th ose  so  v o c i f e r o u s ly  c la m o r in g .  T h e  o s te n 
sible and a v o w e d  p u rp o s e  o f  all these abo lit ion  soc ie t ies  w as to  
libera te  slaves, n ot  at an e c o n o m ic  loss to  the S ou th ,  bu t  g r a d 
u a lly  an d  system atica lly .  S lav es  so  fr e e d  w e r e  to  b e  tran s
p o r te d  to  A f r i c a ,  an d  th ere  c o lo n iz e d  u n d e r  a g o v e r n m e n t  o f  
th e ir  o w n  estab lishm ent. T o w a r d  these en ds the S o u th  w as 
n o t  hostile .

Strange to say, as early as 1830, Huntsville  papers bes^an 
the publication o f  matter condem natory  o f  slavery. T ru e  
enough, editorials to this effect were rare, yet not infrequently 
in the news columns were to be found lengthy items anent the 
w ork  o f  these societies. In the Southern A d v oca te  o f  M a y  1.
1830, there appeared tw o ponderous articles, copied  from  the 
W ash in gton  S p e c ta to r ; one o f  which applauded the proposed  
“ g o o d  w o r k ”  o f  the A m erican  Society, stating at length its 
proclaim ed p u rp o se s ; the other similar in its tendencies, though 
not so general, exc la im ing  praises fo r  L aG range, Franklin 
county, A la., where a chapter o f  the parent society had been 
form ed. F rom  this day forw ard , articles endorsing the w ork  
o f  the society and lauding the m ovem ent appeared from  time 
to time, and not infrequently in the local papers. M ost  o f  these 
items, how ever, were extracts from  fore ign  papers.

A t all events, this constant propagation  o f  these panegyrics 
had its effect, loca lly ; fo r  some time in 1832 an auxiliary o f  
Am erican  Colonization Society  was organized  at H u n tsv i l le ; 
the meetings being held in the Presbyterian Church. M em b er 
ships in this society were held by  some o f  H untsville ’s most 
prominent m e n ; a g ood ly  num ber o f  her citizens were counted 
am ong its sympathizers and attended its meetings. T h e  o f f i 
cers o f  this branch w e re :  M . S. W atkins, president; T hos . 
Fearn, W .  I. A dair , A . G. V aughan , A . F. H opkins, v ice 
presidents ; C. P. Clifton, secre ta ry ; John Martin, trea su rer ; 
R . L. Fearn, D. M . W h arton , E . P ickct, J. G. R irney and S. D. 
M organ , m anagers.24

R e g u la r  o r t h o d o x  “ a b o l i t io n ”  sp eech es  w e re  the o r d e r  o f  the 
d a y  w hen  this so c ie ty  m et. Its  m e m b e rs  w e re  unstin ted  in 
th e ir  a ccu sa t ion s  aga inst  the institution  o f  s lav ery , as o n e  o f  
“ in ju st ice  and c r u e l ty . ”  T h e  p u b lic  e x p re s s io n s  o f  E . R .  W a l 
la ce  and J a m es  G. B irn e y ,  w e re  c h a ra cter iz ed  b y  v in d ict iv e  
d en u n c ia t ion  o f  the w h o le  system .

A  kindly spirit o f  indulgence, even sympathetic attention, 
was accorded  the abolition m ovem ent and its supporters, in

2 4  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  S e p te m b e r  2 9 . 18 3 2 .
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Huntsville, and generally throughout the w hole  South. N ot 
until it became evident that the aims o f  these societies were 
ulterior to  those proclaim ed fo r  them, did this attitude change. 
T his  difference in sentiment was brought about by a realization 
o f  the fact that the paramount ob ject o f  these societies was not 
the colonization  o f  the slave, but his liberation by force , by 
aiding him to escape or  inciting him to rebellion. T h e  social, 
econom ic  and political status o f  the South was thus menaced 
with the rude ignorance o f  a race o f  servitors, w h o  had never 
invented any effectual w eapons o f  defense or  destruction, and 
then, seemed so incapable o f  com prehending  any extensive 
plans o f  governm ent. P robably , this altered condition o f  the 
public thought was aroused by the approach o f  the threatening 
storm at an earlier date in H untsville  than anywhere else in 
the South. F or  the reason that the usual placid condition o f  
the South generally was being  irritated to an unprecedented 
degree, just at this time, by the attitude at the N orth  tow ard 
the Nullification A cts  passed by South Carolina. N ot  that 
the South applauded the stand taken by Carolina, but because 
o f  the fact that the tendencies o f  the discussions indulged in the 
East and N orth , questioning, by innuendo, at least, the sacred 
doctrine o f  States rights, seemed to presage a conflict that 
w ou ld  ultimately involve state as against national sovereignty, 
thereby, incidentally, threatening the institution o f  slavery. In 
addition to this, a m ore local cause was to be found at H unts
ville, in the person o f  James G. Birney, the arch “ ag itator”  
and uncom prom ising  “ d ictator”  o f  the whole  wretched busi
ness. B irney later becam e the first candidate fo r  the presi
dency o f  the U nited States on the abolition ticket.

T h e  caldron having  begun to boil, editorials in answer to 
abolition speeches made in A labam a and elsewhere, were not 
infrequently seen in the papers. M any and heated were the 
discussions in the press as to South Carolina and her Nullifica
tion A cts . These, as a general thing, were condem natory o f  
Carolina ’s proposed  action. A t  first, the almost universally 
outspoken sentiment in Huntsville and other N orth  Alabam a 
towns, as expressed by resolutions passed at mass m eetings 
held fo r  the purpose, w a s :

“ C ondem ning  the action o f  South Carolina and p ledg in g  
themselves fo r  the support o f  the U n io n .”  Later, when it 
became manifest that the N orth , as a political section o f  the 
country, had neither respect nor regard fo r  the obligations o f  
constitutional governm ent, the very foundation  stone o f  which,
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as it then  e x is ted ,  w a s  state so v e r e ig n ity ,  and even  less o f  a 
sy m p ath et ic  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  the S o u t h ’ s e c o n o m ic  status, this 
a c c u s in g  o f  S ou th  C a ro l in a  g a v e  p la ce  t o  a f e e l in g  o f  s y m p a 
th etic  to lera tion .

In 1833, locally, at least, this manifestation o f  public con 
cern reached the height o f  its in ten sity ; due in n o  small m eas
ure to the pernicious activities o f  M r. Birney.

B y  this time, he had becom e an ou t-an d-ou t advocate o f  the 
total and immediate abolition o f  slavery, and his public expres
sions w ould  indicate a desire on his part to “ o u t-H e ro d  H e ro d .”  
H a v in g  already responded with alacrity, to the M acedon ian  
call, by accepting a com m ission  from  the A m erican  C olon iza
tion Society  as its “ General A ge n t  fo r  the States o f  Tennessee, 
Alabam a, Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas T err ito ry .”  H e  
dallied, how ever, sufficiently lo n g  to reweld the shackles upon 
his num erous slaves, by selling them into continued servitude.

O n  M ay  21, 1833, he com m enced  the publication o f  a series 
o f  fifteen letters to the public, through  the colum ns o f  the 
Southern A dvoca te , fo r  the avow ed  purpose o f  “ explaining 
the aims and intentions o f  the A m erican  Colonization S ociety .”

T h e  “ A fr ican  R ep os itory ,”  the official journal o f  the society, 
records and makes mention o f  only seven o f  these letters. T his  
same mistake is made by the narrator o f  “ T h e  L ife  and Tim es 
o f  James G. B irney .”  H o w e v e r ,  it has been the author’s g o o d  
fortune to unearth the rem aining eight, from  a m on g  the files 
o f  the (H u n tsv ille )  Southern A d voca te  o f  1833. It is to these 
latter letters, that the future student o f  history must and will 
turn with an acute interest, in order  that the “ L ife  and T im es 
o f  James G. B irn ey”  m ay be understood and interpreted amid 
the proper lights and shadows. T h e  know n existence o f  these 
other letters is o f  m ore than ordinary concern to H u n tsv il le ; 
for  thereby she is furnished unimpeachable evidence with which 
to combat the m aligning statements made about her and her 
people in that colossal misrepresentation o f  fact, “ T h e  L ife  and 
Tim es o f  James G. B irney .”  T o  one w h o  has searched the 
files o f  all o f  H untsville ’s newspapers o f  those times, and 
found account o f  only one “ drinking and shooting braw l,”  or 
chronicle o f  m urderous or  d isorderly  conduct, (n o t  to  mention 
having read all and particularly the fifteenth o f  B irn ey ’s let
ters, which latter one is unmistakable in its adm ission s), it 
com es as a great surprise that the son o f  this man, in w riting 
o f  his “ L ife  and T im es,”  should seek to create the belief that 
his father left Huntsville bccause moral conditions were so
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depraved, and shooting  and drinking brawls so frequent that 
on e ’s life  was not safe there.

Just w h y  the A m e r ic a n  C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty ,  r e c o r d e d  in its 
c i r c u la t in g  m e d iu m  the “ A f r i c a n  R e p o s i t o r y , ”  bu t the first sev en  
o f  these letters o f  its g en era l  agen t,  f o r  w h o m  the h igh est  re g a rd  
w a s  held  at the N o r th ,  is u n e x p la in e d  ; unless it be  that the latter 
e igh t ,  h u r l in g  v e n o m -c o a te d  in vectives ,  w ith  u n a ba sh ed  sp leen  
at the entire  S ou th  and her in stitutions, revea led  all t o o  c lear ly  
an d  w ith  e m b a r ra ss in g  and d a m n in g  fran k n ess ,  the  tru e  senti
m en ts  it v o u c h e d  f o r ,  an d  the d o u b t fu l  s in cer ity  o f  its a v o w e d  
p u rp o s e s .  A t  all events ,  these letters w e r e  ev id en t ly  su p p ressed  
b y  the so c ie ty  i t se lf  in a d v a n c e  o f  the su p p ress ion  o f  their  
co n t in u e d  p u b lica t ion  at H u n tsv il le ,  o f  w h ich ,  m o r e  later.

T h e  first o f  these letters appearing, as w e have observed, 
on  the 21st day o f  M ay, 1833, was mild and gentle in its ap
proach  to the subject discussed, and was little m ore  than an 
introduction o f  those to fo l low . T h e  second in form ed  the 
public that the “ Society  seeks support by the exhibition o f  facts 
through the press, auxiliary societies, and authorized agents,”  
that unanimity was not to be expected, suggesting  the temper 
with which the investigation should be conducted. “ O b ject ion  
in the South that the colonization plan originated in the free 
states,”  “ Sentiment o f  distinguished gentlemen at the N o rth ,”  
“ O b jects  o f  the abolitionists exam ined ,”  were the subjects 
considered in the third, fourth and fifth installments, respec
tive ly ; while the sixth and seventh w ere  continuations o f  the 
f i f th ; the rem aining eight, by degrees contained m ore  o f  bile 
and less o f  balm. T heir  author finally dealt rudely and not 
im personally with the South and its institutions, until the fif
teenth was reached on A u gu st  20, 1833. In this he reveals 
that he had m any m ore  such to publish, but at the request o f  
H untsville ’s citizens he w ou ld  discontinue the d iscu ss ion ; c los 
ing with the expressions o f  regret that this course had becom e 
necessary.

M r. B irney  was one o f  M a d ison ’s representatives in the first 
State Legislature, which met h e r e ; and from  time to time had 
been honored with positions o f  trust and confidence by her 
people, w h o  had both respect and regard fo r  him.

But this prophet Birney, fo r  he was “ not without honor save 
in his ow n  c o u n t r y ;”  this Joshua, w ho, thought to “ teach the 
planets in what orbs to run, re form  old time, and regulate the 
sun,”  by his letters, conduct and public utterances, produced  a 
revulsion o f  sentiment am on g  his form er friends and adherents.
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N o w , they no longer  gave heed to him. T his  “ abolitionist”  
and “ dictator,”  w ho, under the pretense o f  “ C olon iz ing  the 
free people o f  co lo r  o f  ou r  country  upon  the continent o f  
A f r i c a ;  ( “ the plan to embrace those w h o  are n ow  free, their 
descendants and such slaves as m ay hereafter be manumitted 
voluntarily by their ow ners, or, in accordance with the laws o f  
any o f  the states” ) , 25 had gained the sympathetic assistance 
o f  H untsville ’ s citizens. B irney, having becom e generally o b 
noxious , hied himself to m ore  congenial climes— by invita
tion. “ W ise ly  he sought som e other shore, where those w h o  
knew  him less m ight praise him m ore .”  A cco rd in g ly ,  in the 
early part o f  1834 M r. B irney took  his departure fo r  the N orth, 
where he became a leader o f  thought and action con cern in g  the 
abolition o f  slavery. W h ile  a resident o f  Huntsville, M r. B ir 
ney occupied  the brick house, n ow  the hom e o f  H on . Ben. P. 
H unt, situated on the north side o f  East H olm es street, o p p o 
site its intersection with N orth  L in coln  street.

W it h  the g o i n g  o f  B irn e y ,  the last o f  the d is tu rb in g  in flu 
en ces  w a s  r e m o v e d ,  f o r  b y  this t im e the N u ll i f ica t ion  A c t s  o f  
S ou th  C a ro l in a  h ad  cea sed  to  o c c u p y  the p u b lic  m in d .  U n d i 
v id e d  atten tion  w as  a g a in  tu rn ed  t o  in terna l an d  c o m m e r c ia l  
im p ro v e m e n t  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t .

D u rin g  the remainder o f  this period, advertisements fo r  
escapes and sales o f  slaves w ere  conspicuous by their absence; 
though from  time to time discussions o f  slavery appeared in 
the local press.

This tranquillity o f  the public mind remained undisturbed 
until about 1851, when we again find the S ou th ’s attention 
immersed in a m ore pressing consideration o f  the subject. In 
the columns o f  the press frequent editorials were to  be found, 
condem ning  “ abolitionists”  and “ disunionists,”  advising the 
one to “ keep their head,”  and the other to “ keep their eye.” 20 
M any editorials discussed and attempted to define the causes 
tending to prom ote  “ disunion.”  T h e  outspoken sentiment o f  
the times was o f  the deepest and bitterest reproach fo r  both.

A bout A ugu st  G, 1851,27 under authority o f  law, an election 
was held, to ascertain the sentiment o f  the county tow ard 
“ Secessionists, agitators and dictators,”  which resulted in an 
overw helm ing  denunciation o f  all. A t  this same election the

25 A f r i c a n  R e p o s i t o r y ,  V o l .  9 ,  p a g e  171 .
2 6  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  y e a r  o f  1 8 5 1 , a n d  o th e r  lo ca l  

p a p e r s .
2 7  lb.  A u g u s t  G, 1 8 5 1 .



E a r ly  H is t o r y  o f  H u n tsv ille , A la . 61

proposition  o f  increasing the public subscription to the further 
developm ent o f  the M em phis and Charleston R ailroad, was 
submitted, as aforesaid.

T h e  attitude o f  the N orth  tow ard  South Carolina revitalized 
and became again an acute irritant. T h e  people throughout 
this section pitied but did not approve South Carolina ’s stand. 
Pointed editorials were written censuring  the N orth  fo r  its 
treatment o f  her.

T h e  scope o f  this w ork  is far too  limited to attempt any 
further or  m ore  detailed analysis o f  this subject generally, 
upon  which many volum es have been written and m any m ore 
m ight well be written, but suffice it to say, from  this time fo r 
ward history, locally, is largely the same as that o f  the South 
generally.

TRANSPORTATION

A s  did the ancients, so have all races throughout every age, 
depended upon their waterways fo r  transportation.

B ein g  settled b e fore  the day o f  railroads, Huntsville and 
M adison  county, likewise had recourse to  the rivers and larger 
streams, with which  this territory is so abundantly supplied, 
fo r  com m ercial intercourse with the outside world . A lm ost 
contem poraneously  with the production  o f  cotton in the county, 
Flint and Paint R o c k  rivers w ere used to transport this co m 
m odity  to the N e w  Orleans market.

Flat boats o r  barges w ere  loaded with cotton and floated 
d ow n  these streams to the Tennessee river, and there reloaded 
on  to  larger boats, which proceeded  to N e w  Orleans. O ften  
times these river barges, when d ischarged o f  their cargoes, 
were reloaded with provisions and supplies fo r  the settlement, 
and then poled  or  pushed back up Flint and Paint R o c k  rivers 
to  the starting point.

T h o s e  sections o f  the county not contiguous to  either o f  
these streams, hauled cotton by w agon  to  D itto ’s L an d in g  and 
Triana, upon the banks o f  the Tennessee, w here it was stored 
on large flat boats to await the co m in g  o f  the freshets, usually 
in the spring. It was necessary to hold the cargoes till the 
river rose, in order  that the boats m ight be floated over M uscle 
Shoals. Pilots were taken on  at D itto ’ s L an d in g  or  Decatur, 
and remained with the crew  till the rough  waters at the shoals 
had been passed. F o r  which services they usually received 
from  $175.00 to $200.00. A fte r  cross ing  the shoals, these
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river navigators w ould  leave the boat to proceed  on its trip 
to N e w  Orleans, and walk back to the shipping point, from  
whence they had embarked. Usually  tw o trips a year w ere  
m ade by each pilot. T h e  expense to  the freighter o f  trans
porting  to  market a ca rgo  o f  cotton, consisting usually o f  four 
hundred bales, was approxim ately  $600.00. T h e  carriage charge 
to the shipper was from  $4.00 to $5.00 per bale, and he as
sumed all risks o f  loss by water. T his  river navigation  fu r 
nished the only  means o f  transportation until the com in g  o f  
the railroads to this section m any years later. T hese  were 
the b oom  days fo r  Triana. M an y  cotton freighters maintained 
offices there. Ju d g in g  from  the m any firms en gaged  in this 
business, com petition  was very  keen. N o r  was the local m ar
ket alone, relied on to supply the freight, as appears from  som e 
o f  the advertisements in the local papers o f  that day, fo r  
in stan ce :

“ L yn , Parker, Real & H ardie  will ship cotton from  any 
point on  the Tennessee river, provided the cotton  is there for  
the first rise in water.” 28

“ Linsay & T o n e y  will ship cotton  from  any point on T enn es
see river above shoals.” 29

A ll such notices were published in connection  with the cut o f  
a som ewhat pretentious steamboat loaded with cotton. H o w 
ever, cotton was not represented by bales o f  the present type, 
but by great o b lon g  bags such as are n ow  used fo r  uncarded 
w ool.

“ A ll  roads lead to R o m e .”  T his  was equally true as to 
the Tennessee river. So, also, m any roads tapped Flint river. 
These were the days when transportation by rail was not 
dreamed o f ; when navigable streams in p roxim ity  to a tow n 
gave it supremacy, and lasting supremacy, as then thought, 
over all other towns not so situated.

T h e  feverish speculation in land having subsided, there fo l 
low ed  naturally in its wake developm ent o f  the cou n ty ’s re
sources, and internal improvements. Great was this activity. 
B y  1828 the county had becom e a perfect network o f  roads, 
connecting  on all sides with those from  other sections o f  this 
and the ad jo in ing  State o f  Tennessee. This  w ould  seem to 
indicate that its citizens fully appreciated the com m ercial su
premacy Huntsville was surely destined to exercise, by virtue

2 8  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  S e p te m b e r  15, 18 2 0 .
so Jb.
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o f  its nearness to  the r iv e r ; not to mention the certainty o f  
transportation on the B ig  S pring  C a n a l ; and to  this end had 
made ready. N o r  were all these h ighw ays unim proved. M an y  
o f  them were “ toll or turn-pike,”  built by  stock companies, 
chartered by the Legislature. N otices similar to  the one here 
set out, w ere  published in the papers not in frequ en tly :

“ I shall petition the next Legislature fo r  leave to make a 
turn-pike road from  Huntsville to  B eaver-dam  F o rk  o f  Flint 
on the M eridian  road, and to receive a toll that shall be a fair 
com pensation fo r  m y  expense and labor. J. R enn .” 30

T h o u g h  the author has been unable to locate a plat o f  the 
town as orig inally  laid out, there is o f  record  in the o ffice  o f  the 
probate ju d g e  o f  M adison  county, in deed book  “ K ,”  page 
129, a sketch o f  the “ prison limits”  o f  Huntsville, prepared in
1826. T his  draw ing  furnishes a reasonably g o o d  map o f  the 
road system leading into the tow n, and is inserted fo r  that rea
son. See fo l lo w in g  page.

L ead in g  thoroughfares were from  time to time designated 
by the Federal P osto ffice  Department, as post roads o r  mail 
routes, and by virtue o f  such selection became the main h igh 
ways between the “ great centers o f  population.”

T h e  earliest establishment o f  any com prehensive system o f  
these post roads leading to and from  Huntsville  as a center, 
was on  July 16, 1822, when R . J. M eigs , Jr., Postm aster Gen
eral, issued an order creating the fo l low in g  ro u te s :

304. F rom  Huntsville to Triana, M ooresville , Cottonport, 
M e lton ’s B lu ff, o r  M arethon  and Courtland to Russellville, 
three times a week, seventy-seven miles. Leaves Huntsville 
every M on d ay , W ed n esd ay  and Friday, at one P . M ., and 
arrives at Russellville on Tuesdays, T hursdays and Saturdays, 
at eleven A . M . ; and vice versa from  Russellville to H unts
ville.31

305. Leaves Columbus T uesdays, T hursdays and Saturdays 
at one P. M ., and arrives at Huntsville, W edn esdays , Fridays 
and Saturdays at 11 A . M .32

308. F rom  Huntsville by H illsboro  and H ick o ry  Flat to 
W inchester, Tennessee, once a week (a  distance o f  f ifty -tw o 
m ile s ) .33

so ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  S e p te m b e r  2 2 , 1 8 2 0 .
3 1  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  A u g u s t  16, 1 8 2 2 .
32 l b .
33 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  A u g u s t  16, 1 8 2 2 .
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309. F rom  Huntsville to Jackson C ourt H ouse , once in tw o 
weeks, forty -s ix  miles.34

F R IS O N  B O U N D S
□  F  T H E  C I T Y  D F

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

310. F rom  Huntsville to Gaines M eads, B lount Court H ouse , 
Jonesboro, etc., to Centerville, one hundred and three miles.35

«< ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  A u g u s t  1G, 1S22.
•ib lb .  J o n e s b o r o  is  n o w  a p a r t  o f  B e s s e m e r .
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311. F ro m  Huntsville to Bennett’s Store, once a week, fifty 
miles.36

B y the end o f  1825 B lount Springs— fam ous as a resort 
until a fe w  years a g o — had becom e very  popular with the lead
ers in the social life o f  Huntsville. T o  meet the increasing 
demands, a w eekly  stage was run between the tw o places by 
L . M o rg a n  & Sons.37

T rave l in these early days was either by horseback or  stage. 
H otels  or  inns generally were prov ided  with stage coaches o r  
hacks, fo r  the convenience o f  their guests and the public at 
large. M u ch  publicity was g iven  through  the press, o f  the 
possession o f  such coaches, fo r  in stan ce :

“ A  F o u r  H o r s e )  H a c k / '

“ O n  reasonable charges rented fo r  any length o f  time or  fo r  
any distance. A p p ly  Huntsville Inn. I. Jones.” 38

A s  an indicia o f  the subject advertised, each o f  these was 
accom panied by the cut o f  a stage coach, drawn by  fou r  horses, 
in action.

T h e  Tennessee river having becom e the main artery o f  co m 
m erce and t r a v e l ; in recognition  o f  the g ro w in g  needs o f  the 
times, the Governm ent established another mail route, adver
tised as f o l l o w s :

“ U .  S . M a i l  S t a g e . "

“ F rom  E astw ood  via H untsville  to T uscum bia  and South 
Port, three times a week. T his  line is to accom m odate steam
boat passengers at South P ort  and F lorence. Fare from  H unts
ville to South Port, $6.00 or 8c per mile.

James E dd in gton .” 39

A fte r  the com pletion o f  the D ecatur-T uscum bia  R ailroad, 
operation  o f  which  was com m enced  about D ecem ber 30, 1834, 
a stage line was established from  Huntsville  to the river at 
Decatur. A fte r  crossing  by ferry  boat the train cou ld  be 
taken.40

sc ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A u g u s t  16 , 1S22.
37 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J u n e  17 , 18*25.
38 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  O c to b e r  14 , 1S25.
39 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  D e c e m b e r  16 , 1 8 2 5 .
< 0  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  D e c e m b e r  3 0 , 1S34.
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C A N A L  BUILDING

T h e  en terp r ise  o f  the  in habitan ts  o f  the to w n  an d  c o u n ty  
w a s  n o t  w h o l ly  c o n s u m e d  w ith  this bu sin ess  o f  e stab lish in g  
h i g h w a y s ; f o r  th e  c it izens o f  H u n t s v i l le  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  ab ou t  
p r o v i d in g  the c o m m u n it y  w ith  n a v ig a t io n  at its v e r y  d o o r ,  
th e re b y  f ix in g  b e y o n d  all cav il ,  its e n d u r in g  c o m m e r c ia l  su p r e 
m a cy .  T h e  n e w s p a p e r s  o f  that d a y  d isp la y  the m o n u m e n ta l  
e f fo r t  to  “ b r in g  the  m o u n ta in  to  M o h a m m e d , ”  to  b r in g  the 
T e n n e s s e e  r iver  c o m m e r c e  to  h er  gates . C o n f id e n ce  in the 
su ccess  o f  the lo c k  an d  d a m  p r o je c t  o f  the In d ia n  C reek  N a v i 
g a t io n  C o m p a n y  w a s  n o t  co n f in e d  to  a f e w  bu t w a s  sh a red  b y  
all alike. M a n y  w e r e  the w e a lth y  an d  p r o m in e n t  m en  w h o  
s h o w e d  “ their  faith  b y  th e ir  w o r k s , ”  g iv i n g  l ib era lly  o f  their  
t im e an d  m eans . C h ie fe s t  a m o n g  these w a s  D r .  T h o m a s  
F e a rn ,  s o m e  o f  wrh ose  w o r t h y  d escen d a n ts  y e t  live  in M a d is o n  
c o u n ty .  T o  his in d e fa t ig a b le  en e rg ie s  w a s  m a in ly  du e  the 
rea lization  o f  this d ream . In  latter  years  it w a s  k n o w n  as 
“ F earn  C a n a l.”

T h e  plan  w a s  to  ren d er  n a v ig a b le  by  a series o f  lo ck s  an d  
dam s, the B i g  S p r in g  bra n ch  o r  c re e k  to  its c o n f lu e n ce  w ith  
P r i c e ’s F o r k  o f  In d ia n  creek , and the la tter  stream , f r o m  that 
p o in t  to  w h e r e  it f lo w s  in to  the T e n n e s s e e  r iv e r  at T r ia n a .  T h e  
first p os it iv e  a c t ion  to w a r d  the a tta inm ent o f  this en d  w as 
taken  w h en ,  on  D e c e m b e r  21, 1820 , “ In d ia n  C re e k  N a v ig a t io n  
C o m p a n y ”  w as  ch a rtered  b y  act o f  the L e g is la tu r e ,41 w ith  
L e r o y  P o p e ,  T h o m a s  F e a rn ,  S teph en  S. E w in g ,  H e n r y  C o o k  
an d  S a m u e l H a z a r d ,  as c o m m is s io n e r s  t o  op e n  b o o k s  f o r  su b 
scr ip tion  to  s to ck  in the c o rp o r a t io n .  S ect ion  seven  o f  this act 
fu rth e r  p r o v i d e d : “ T h a t  said c o r p o r a t io n  sh ou ld  h ave  p o w e r  
and a u th or ity  to  op en  and im p r o v e  the n a v ig a t ion  o f  In d ian  
creek , in M a d is o n  c o u n ty ,  f r o m  the sp r in g  at H u n tsv i l le  to  the 
to w n  o f  T r ia n a ,  at the m o u th  o f  said creek , b y  r e m o v in g  the 
o b s tru c t io n s  there in , o p e n in g  canal o r  canals , o r  su ch  o th e r  
m o d e  o r  w a y  as th ey  m a y  d eem  e x p e d ie n t . ”  T o  this end  p o w e rs  
o f  em in en t d o m a in  w e re  c o n fe r r e d  u p on  the c o m p a n y .  T h e  
c h a r g c s  to  be  m a d e  w e r e  regu la ted  by  sect ion  11, w h ich  d e 
c la red  “ that w h e n e v e r  said c reek  sh ou ld  be ren d ered  n a v ig a b le  
fo r  b oa ts  d r a w in g  ten in ch es o f  w ater ,  and  so  l o n g  as sa id  c reek  
shall be  le ft  thus n a v iga b le ,  it shall be  la w fu l  f o r  sa id  c o r p o r a 
tion  to  d e m a n d  and re ce iv e  toll on  all boa ts  n a v ig a t in g  the

T o u l m i n ’s  D ig e s t  o f  A l a b a m a  L a w s ,  p a g e  71 0 . E d i t io n  1 8 2 3 , a n d  
( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , F e b r u a r y  2 , 1 8 2 1 .
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sa m e betw een  sa id  to w n s  o f  H u n tsv i l le  an d  T r ia n a ,  at the f o l 
l o w in g  r a te s :  T w o  d o lla rs  f o r  e v e r y  ton  o f  f r e ig h t  w h ich  said 
b o a t  carries ,  p r o v id e d  that toll shall n o t  be  co l le c te d  o n  boats  
r u n n in g  b e tw e e n  P r o u t ’ s M ill  an d  T r ia n a . ”

T h e  com pany had n o  “ authorized ca p ita l ;”  the only limita
tion upon its right to issue stock was that it should be “ in 
shares o f  fifty dollars each.”  T h e  right to increase the capital 
stock, existing at any time, appears to have remained with the 
directors, five in n u m b e r ; o f  w hom  one was to be president o f  
the Com pany. H o w e v e r ,  the act did provide “ that as soon as 
the sum o f  $10,000.00 shall have been subscribed, notice thereof 
shall be g iven by the com m issioners,”  nam ed h e re to fo re ;  after 
which the subscribers were to proceed  to the details o f  org a n i
zation.

Legislative sanction having been obtained, pursuant to the 
mandates o f  the charter, on M arch  30, 1821, notice was given 
in the (H u n tsv i l le )  A labam a Republican that, “ T h e  Indian 
Creek N avigation  C om pany will sell stock at the P lanters ’ & 
M erchants ’ B ank .”

( S i g n e d )  L e r o y  P o p e ,
T h o s .  F e a rn ,
S. S. E w in g ,
H en ry  Cook,
S a m  H a z a r d ,  

C o m m is s io n e r s .

T h e  matter o f  financing the enterprise, appears to have re
solved itself into the mere detail o f  o f fe r in g  the investing public 
an opportunity o f  subscribing fo r  stock, as a m eeting was held 
on W ed n esd ay , the 16th day o f  April, 1821, at which directors 
o f  the com pany were elected.42

W o r k  o f  Construction was com m enced  without delay, and 
pressed with all due haste. P rom is in g  indeed, must have 
seemed the future, and general was the satisfaction when it 
became know n that the “ w ork  o f  the Indian Creek N avigation  
C om pany is progressing  rapidly and the canal will be ready for  
use next season.” 43 T h e  com pany  reckoned without its host, 
fo r  during  the next year public announcement was made that 
“ Dr. T h om as Fearn, President, is receiving bids fo r  the unfin
ished half.” 44 T h e  w ork  o f  com pleting  the canal extended over

4 2  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  A p r i l  2 7 , 1821.
4 3  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  A u g u s t  3 1 , 1 8 2 1 .
a  J b .  April 26, 1822.
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a period o f  time to  the limits o f  which  the public concern  and 
enthusiasm cou ld  not endure.

D u r in g  the next few  years the doubtful success o f  the plan, 
even ultimately, is reflected in the general lack o f  interest in the 
progress o f  the w ork . F rom  all accounts it seems to have 
been deserted by all its friends, except T h om a s and G eorge  
Fearn, w h o  remained steadfast in their fidelity to the original 
purpose until their efforts were crow n ed  with a laudable suc
cess.

F ive years later, in 1827, though not perfected , freight was 
being  transported through  the canal, as appears from  the fo l 
lo w in g  advertisement in the (H u n tsv i l le )  Southern A dvoca te , 
o f  January 27, 1827 :

“ T h e  Indian Creek N avigation  C om pany  is prepared to ship 
cotton to  the Tennessee river. It is not com pletely finished, 
but will admit the passage o f  boats.”

It is not unlikely that further developm ent o f  the pro ject  
w ould  have been suspended at this point, but fo r  the fact that a 
strong public sentiment favored  the plan n ow  being  urged, to 
render the Tennessee  navigable fo r  large steamers, and all 
signs o f  the times seemed to insure success fo r  the undertaking. 
A t  all events, w ork  on the canal, which had by n ow  com e to be 
know n as “ F earn ’s Canal,”  was continued by slow  stages unto 
its complete and final perfection  in 1831. Great was the cele
bration o f  this consum m ation  so devoutly  to be wished. O n  
T uesday , the 5th o f  A pril, 1831, intense excitem ent prevailed 
throughout the com m unity . This epoch -m ark ing  event, greeted 
by  assembled hosts, was embellished by the picturesque exhibi
tion o f  tw o  keel boats g lid ing  up the canal and landing at the 
w harfs by the head o f  the B ig  Spring, where the cargo  o f  
supplies was discharged from  one o f  them which had com e 
from  the river. T hese  boats had a capacity o f  eighty to one 
hundred bales o f  cotton  and fifty passengers. L oad ed  to “ the 
guards ,”  one o f  these pioneers proceeded on  its return trip to 
the Tennessee, passing all locks, both com in g  and going , 
safely.45

P u b l i c  a p p ro v a l  o f  the in d u stry  o f  the F e a rn s  w as u n s t in t e d ; 
th e ir  en e rg ie s  w e re  r e w a rd e d  an d  th eir  su ccess  a p p la u d ed  by  
the g en era l  d e m a n d  f o r  an even  m o r e  e la bora te  canal.

T h e  feas ib ility  o f  m a k in g  n a v ig a b le  the S p r in g  b ra n ch ,  h a v 
in g  been  d e m o n s tra te d  b e y o n d  c o n je c t u r e ,  the p u b lic  c o n c e r n

4 5  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A p r i l  0 , 1 8 3 1 .
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now  interested itself in a plan to provide fo r  the passage o f  
large river steamers through the canal. Frequent and lengthy 
were the newspaper discussions o f  this fo rm  o f  waterway. 
A ga in , the Fearns were neither timid nor tardy in action, and 
the (H u n tsv ille )  Southern A d v oca te  o f  July 7th, 1835, car
ries the fo l low in g  n o t ic e :

“ O n  the 20th o f  July books will be opened by the Huntsville 
C a n a l ; to render the stream navigable fo r  large boats, at a 
cost o f  $150,000.00. T h os . and G eorge  Fearn.”

W h a t  the success o f  this venture was, the author is unable 
to state, due to a total lack o f  in form ation , which  diligent effort 
did not render available. H o w ev er , the tradition, that, this 
effort was not a success is no doubt well founded. F o r  it 
w ou ld  seem evident that so pretentious a canal as contemplated 
w ou ld  have left enduring  signs o f  its accomplishment. N on e  
exist, even in the m em ory  o f  the “ oldest inhabitant.”

S u ffice  it to say that progress, i f  any there was, with the 
plan fo r  this “ H untsville  Canal,”  was made between the years 
o f  1837-1844 ; fo r  after this date no mention whatever o f  the 
same is to be found  in the local papers. T h e  history o f  this 
pro ject , as recorded by contem poraneous narrators, must needs 
remain unwritten, as there is a break in the files o f  the local 
papers o f  this time from  the year 1837 to 1844. It is a per
p lex ing  inquiry, just why these contem poraneous sources o f  
in form ation  should be m iss in g ; fo r  it is said the same hiatus 
exists in a measure throughout A labam a. A n oth er  cogent bit 
o f  reasoning sustaining the belief that this canal never mate
rialized, is, that during  the year 1834, agitation o f  railroads as 
a means o f  transportation had becom e general and earnest in 
the local p a p e rs ; and a respectable concern was manifest in a 
plan to  build a railroad from  Huntsville  to W h itesbu rg . This  
no  doubt w ou ld  have scarcely received consideration had there 
been in operation an adequate canal to Triana.

T h o u g h  “ F earn ’s Canal”  is the only one which rendered 
service and achieved prominence, another such schcme to render 
Flint river navigable was undertaken, and a charter obtained 
from  the Legislature. O n  D ecem ber 20, 1820, one day before  
the Indian Creek Navigation  C om pany was form ed, it was 
provided  by enactment “ T hat F lem in g  Jordan, G eorge  T ay lor , 
James M cC ortn ey , John Sprow l, Stephen P ond , John P. 
B row n , John Grayson, Dial P erry, D avid  W alk er , Ebenezer 
Bryan, Stephen M cB ro o m , W il l ia m  D errick  and D avid  Cobb, 
and such other persons as shall be associated with them, are
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h e re b y  con s t itu ted  an d  d e c la r e d  a b o d y  c o rp o r a t e ,  u n d er  the 
n am e  an d  style o f  ‘ T h e  F lin t  R i v e r  N a v ig a t io n  C o m p a n y /  fo r  
the im p r o v e m e n t  o f  n a v ig a t io n  o f  F lin t  r iver ,  in M a d is o n  
c o u n ty ,  f r o m  C apta in  S c o t t ’ s M il ls  ( n o w  B r o w n s b o r o ) ,  to  the 
T e n n e s se e  r iv e r . ” 46

A  ch r o n ic le  o f  the tim es v o u c h e s  fo r  the s tatem en t that this 
c o m p a n y  re ce iv e d  liberal a p p ro p r ia t io n s  f r o m  the G e n e ra l  G o v 
ern m en t ,  t o  aid  its w o r k s ; bu t ill fa te  a tten d ed  the first e f fo r t s  
pu t fo r th  so  that the plan  n e v e r  m a tu red .

L a r g e  trees g r e w  in p r o fu s io n  o n  the ba n k s  o f  th is stream . It 
w a s  th o u g h t  ad v isab le  to  r e m o v e  all g r o w t h  a n d  t im b er  f r o m  
n ear  the w a t e r ’s e d g e ; th e re b y  p r e v e n t in g  an y  p oss ib le  h in 
d r a n ce  to  n a v ig a t io n ,  r e su lt in g  f r o m  the fa l l in g  o f  these trees 
in to  the w ater .  S o ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  the c o m p a n y  set a b o u t  c le a r 
in g  the b a n k s ; fe l l in g  th ose  trees in to  the stream , w ith  the fa l 
la c iou s  h o p e  that the f o r c e  o f  the sp r in g  fresh ets  w o u ld  w ash  
th em  o u t  o f  the ch a n n el in to  the T e n n e s se e .  It  w a s  fo r t u n e ’s 
b itter  ir o n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  that these s p r in g  fresh ets  w h ich  w e re  
c o n s id e r e d  b y  the c o m p a n y  t o  b e  in ad eq u a te  to  the task o f  
c le a r in g  the s tream  o f  fa l len  trees a fte r  n a v ig a t io n  h ad  b e g u n ,  
w e r e  c o m m e n su r a te ly  in a d eq u a te  to  this sa m e task, b e fo r e  
n a v ig a t io n  w a s  b e g u n .  S o  it w a s  that the first w o r k  d o n e  w as  
that o f  d e s tru c t io n  rath er  than  c o n s tr u c t io n .  H is t o r y  re co r d s  
the p r o je c t e d  a c c o m p lish m e n t  o f  the F lin t  R i v e r  N a v ig a t io n  
C o m p a n y ’ s e f fo r t s  w ith  th e  u g ly ,  yet  a p p rop r ia te ,  te rm  “ fa i l 
u re ,”  spelled  w ith  a capital “ F . ”

RAILROADS

H is t o r y  o f  p r im e v a l m a n  r e co r d s  that a fte r  the s ton e  ag e  
ca m e  the iron  ag e . In  p a r ity  w ith  this e v o lu t io n  o f  the h u m an  
race, b y  ages ,  has the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  tra n sp orta t ion  p r o 
g ressed .  O n ly  in d e g r e e  o f  in ten sity  h ave  th ey  d if fe re d .  T h e  
latter, w h e n  w e  e x c lu d e  the ap p lica t ion  o f  s team  as a m o t iv e  
p o w e r  f o r  c ra fts ,  n o t  h a v in g  im p r o v e d  o v e r  the a g e -o ld  m e d iu m  
o f  in tercou rse ,  n a v ig a t io n  o f  in land  w a ters  an d  the h ig h  seas, 
until the ear ly  part o f  the n ineteenth  ce n tu ry  w h e n  the ad ven t 
o f  ra ilroad s  re v o lu t io n iz e d  the c o m m e r c e  o f  the w o r ld .

H u n tsv il le ,  f o u n d e d  as she w as , at the v e r y  th resh o ld  o f  this 
n ineteenth  cen tu ry ,  has lived  part ly  in the t w o  d is t in g u is h in g  
eras o f  a d v a n ce m e n t  in m e th o d s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; in the last

40 T ou lm in ’s D igest o f A labam a L aw s, page 709. Edition o f 1S23.
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years o f  the supremacy o f  inland waterways and canals, and 
in the dawn o f  the suprem acy o f  steam railroads.

H a v in g  traced ,  in som e  detail,  u n d e r  can al b u i ld in g ,  c o n d i 
t ion s  as th ey  e x is ted  at H u n tsv i l le  d u r in g  th e  c lo se  o f  that 
p e r io d  w h ich  m ig h t  be term ed  the n a v ig a t io n  age , w e  c o m e  
to  co n s id e r ,  w ith  so m e  interest, and , the a u th o r  regrets ,  less 
en lig h ten m en t ,  the steam  ra ilroad  age .

T h e  a d v a n ta g e s  to  be  d e r iv e d  f r o m  p r o x im it y  to  a line o f  
th is  n e w  m e d iu m  o f  in te rco u rse  des tin ed  to  b r o a d e n  the h o r iz o n  
o f  l i fe  an d  action s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  and c o m m u n it ie s  p r o v o k e d  
m u c h  a cr id  d is cu ss ion ,  a ca d e m ic  in its scop e , t h r o u g h  the n ew s 
an d  ed itor ia l c o lu m n s  o f  the loca l p ress .47

A t  Huntsville, public interest began to manifest itself when 
w ork  o f  construction on the D ecatur-T uscum bia  Railroad  was 
b e g u n ; and becam e intense after the passage o f  the first train 
ov er  its tracks, about D ecem ber 30th, 183-1.48 A lm ost  im m e
diately, arrangements were m ade to take advantage o f  the 
nearness o f  this road. T o  that end a stage line was estab
lished from  Huntsville to the Tennessee river at Decatur, as 
be fore  mentioned.

T h e  public thought was first concerned about the proposed 
construction  o f  ten miles o f  railroad from  Huntsville to  D itto ’ s 
L and ing— W h itesbu rg . T h o u g h  the distance to be covcred  is 
inconsiderable, such adequate transportation facilites as thus 
afforded , w ou ld  have served the enlarged purpose o f  placing 
H untsville  on  the river, as it were. H ow ev er , not until 1851, 
was a railroad constructed through M adison  county.

D u r i n g  this y ea r ,  w o r k  o f  b u i ld in g  the H u n tsv i l le  an d  M e m 
ph is  d iv is ion  o f  the M e m p h is  & C h a r les ton  R a i lw a y  w a s  c o m 
ple ted , h a v in g  been  f in an ced  b y  loca l capital.  T h is  line c o n 
n ected  at the r iver  w ith  the D e c a t u r -T u s c u m b ia  R a i lr o a d .

In the early part o f  this year, it was found that the funds 
provided  w ere  insufficient to com plete this link and an election 
was ordered  held by the sheriff o f  M adison  county on April 
2nd, to ascertain the sentiment o f  the public relative to raising 
additional funds.49

T h is  e le c t ion  w a s  n ot  h eld  in A p r i l ,  b e in g  d e fe r r e d  till the 
first w e e k  in A u g u s t ,  f o r  s o m e  reason . T h e  results w e r6  in 
f a v o r  o f  p r o v id in g  the n ecessary  fu n d s . It w ill b e  r e m e m b e re d ,  
that, at this e lec t ion  there  w as  a lso  su bm itted  the q u est ion  o f

4 7  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  O c to b e r , 18 3 4 .
48 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u t h e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  D e c e m b e r  30 , 18 3 4 .
4 9  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A p r i l  2 , 1 8 5 1 .
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whether o r  not “ Secessionists, abolitionists and dictators”  w ere  
endorsed or  denounced. O n  this proposition  public opinion 
was little divided, and the returns declared fo r  “ denunciation 
o f  all three”  in unmistakable terms.

T h e  directors o f  the M em phis and Charleston R ailw ay  at 
H untsville  were, J. W .  O tey, D. E . Kelly , J. R ob in son , F. 
Jordan and J. P ickens.60

F rom  the editorials in the local press o f  that day, the in fer
ence is gleaned that one o f  the ch ie f benefits likely to be derived 
from  railroads, was the destruction o f  class distinction. A ll 
social barriers would  be relaxed by the indiscriminate inter
m ingling  o f  the masses and the classes in traveling. A  curious 
desire to see one o f  the trains appears to have been general and 
loath to  await the auspicious event.

T h e  author hazards this su g g e s t io n ; that the curiosity o f  the 
public in 1851, to see a train, w ou ld  not surpass the curiosity 
o f  the public o f  this day, to see that individual about w h om  
this account appeared in the (H u n tsv i l le )  Southern A d voca te  
o f  N ovem ber  14, 1851 :

“ H e  was peaceably p roceed ing  a long  the road, when the 
train, unexpectedly, came into v iew  and blew  its whistle where 
at ‘he tried to fly like a b ird ,’ and in this futile attempt to 
rem ove him self from  the path o f  this dem on-like engine ( o f  
destruction) as he thought, fell prone across the track. A fte r  
much effort he succeeded in reaching the side o f  the roadw ay, 
where he seized a tree with a vise-like grip  and c lung to it as 
grim  death, to the entire amusement o f  the passengers. S o  
great and fundamental was “ the mental pain and anguish su f
fered by this man, as a proxim ate  consequence o f  his severe 
fr ight ,”  that this indulgence o f  his curious desire— though 
unwittingly timed— to see a train, came near entailing serious, 
if  not permanent and fatal results.”

T h ou gh  a railroad had actually been constructed through the 
county, som e conflict between this m ethod o f  transportation 
and that o ffered  by canal, yet lingered in the public mind. 
T his  appears from  the earnestness exhibited in the local press, 
proclaim ing the advantages o f  the form er over the latter. In 
an evident effort to keep the public attention fastened on the 
steam railroad question, the upper left-hand corner o f  the front 
page o f  all papers was decorated with the cut o f  a clumsy'

oo ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A u g u s t  G, 1851 .
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balloon topped, w ood -b u rn in g  locom otive, belching forth great 
c louds o f  smoke. A  doubtful advocacy  o f  a w orthy  scheme.

C o n stru c t io n  o f  the H u n tsv i l le -C h a r le s to n  d iv is io n  o f  th is 
ro a d  p r o c e e d e d  w ith  g r a t i fy in g  sp eed , h a v in g  been  c o m p le te d  
s o m e  y ears  p r io r  to  secess ion , an d  in use.

CIVIC A N D  PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

R e a d  b y  the l ig h t  o f  o th e r  d a ys ,  l i f e  in H u n tsv i l le ,— as w ith  
the  o ld  S o u th — w a s  a lm ost  in cre d ib ly  g ra n d .  In  the then 
p resen t  th ere  w a s  little la c k in g  to  g iv e  it c om p le ten ess .  T h o s e  
th in g s  w h ich  m a k e  f o r  w e ll  p r o p o r t io n e d  an d  a d m ira b le  s o c i o 
lo g ic a l  c o n d it io n s  in a c o m m u n ity  w e r e  ab u n d a n t  in H u n t s 
v ille .

T h in gs  w hich  w e  n ow  term “ m odern  conveniences”  were 
not unknow n to those t im e s ; even ice could be had throughout 
the year.51 T h e  price o f  this com m odity  now , as com pared  
with then, amounts to little less than a “ m odern  inconveni
ence.”  S o  soon  as 1823, there was a water w orks  system. T he 
reservoir was attached to the end o f  the court house. It w ould  
appear, from  a reading o f  the newspapers o f  that day, that 
human nature, in Huntsville, at least in so far as the use o f  
hydrants not m uzzled by meters is concerned, was the same as 
it is today. Frequent notices are to be fou n d  in the local 
papers, calling attention to the constant lack o f  water in the 
reservoir, due to the fact that people w h o had no hydrants 
used those o f  their neighbors.52 This  system seems to have 
been som ew hat inefficient, and entirely inadequate, for  by
1827, the question o f  a new plant was actively agitated. In an 
attack upon the o ld  system, which  had com e into pretty general 
disrepute, the editor o f  the Southern A dvocate , in its issue o f  
M a y  18, 1827, delves into the secrets o f  the past and reveals 
to  us some ancient history, m ore  interesting than ed ify ing , 
which  leads to  the conclusion that, honesty o f  that uncertain 
kind, which sometimes attends municipal contracting in ou r  
day, is not the product o f  this age alone. W e  are in form ed 
in that editorial that the people o f  H untsville  were dreadfully 
cheated by the first con tract ; and furtherm ore, the contract 
was never completed to supply the tow n, and was under the 
control o f  a plotting, scheming, com pany, and lastly, the people 
paid too  m uch for  the contract. But there is one thing with

si ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J u n e  16 , 182G.
52 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  D e c e m b e r  9 , 18 2 0 .
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r e g a r d  to  th ese  w o rk s ,  that m u st  fo r th w ith  b e  a t ten d ed  to. 
T h a t  i l l -sh ap ed  g o o s e  pen  o f  a b u i ld in g  a tta ch ed  to  the  en d  o f  
the c o u r t  h ou se ,  ca lled  r e se rv o ir ,  is by  the o r d e r  o f  the  c o m 
m iss ion ers ,  to  be  torn  d o w n  an d  r e m o v e d .  T h e  n e w  system  
is u n d e r  the su p e rv is io n  o f  M r .  S a m  D .  M o r g a n .  A  d a m , e n 
g in e  h ou se  an d  m a ch in e ry  are  to  b e  installed  and a n e w  re se r 
v o ir  built, in the e re c t io n  o f  w h ich  M r .  M o r g a n  will libera lly  
assist. T h is  n e w  system  w a s  p la n n ed  b y  H u n t e r  P e e l  an d  
T h o m a s  B a rc la y .  W o o d e n  p ip es  a b ou t  e ig h t  fee t  lo n g ,  m a d e  
b y  b o r in g  a h o le  th r o u g h  the cen ter  o f  red  c e d a r  lo g s  w e re  
u sed . T h e s e  p ip es  w e r e  ta p e re d  at o n e  en d  an d  h o l lo w e d  
at the o th er .  Jo in ts  o r  c o n n e c t io n s  a fte r  b e in g  m a d e  w e r e  h eld  
in p lace  b y  iron  h o o p s  o r  band s. S e c t io n s  o f  these o ld  p ip es  are 
n o t  in fre q u e n t ly  u n e a rth e d  ev en  yet, in e x c a v a t in g  ben eath  o ld  
b u i ld in g s  a b o u t  the square.

T h o u g h  the a u th o r  ca n n o t  be  certa in , the u se  o f  w o o d e n  c o n 
duits in the s e c o n d  system  w o u ld  seem  to  ju s t i fy  the in fe re n c e  
that su ch  w e r e  a lso  u se d  w ith  the first.

A  w a te r  tu rb in e  an d  a n in e - in ch  p u m p  se rv e d  to  fo r c e  the 
w a te r  into the re se r v o ir ,  w h ich  h a d  been  c o n s tr u c te d  o n  P o p e ’ s 
H il l .  T h is  r e s e r v o ir  can  yet  be  seen at the in tersect ion  o f  
W i l l ia m s  an d  M c C l u n g  streets .53 It is n o t  u n lik e ly  that this 
system  insta lled  in 1827, rem a in ed  in use till a f te r  the w a r ,  as it 
w a s  r e n d e r in g  sa t is fa c to ry  se rv ice  in 1859. F ir e  p lu g s ,  in c o n 
n ect ion  w ith  this w ater  system , w e r e  a lso  insta lled  in all parts 
o f  the to w n .

Despite these facilities and the g o o d  efforts o f  the Huntsville 
Fire E ngine  Com pany, which we have seen was organized  in
1822, a very disastrous fire visited the tow n in February,
1829, laying in ashes “ Bank R o w ” (w est  side o f  squ are ), 
except one small bu ilding.54

T h e  f o l l o w in g  n o t ice  a p p e a r in g  in the S o u th e rn  A d v o c a t e  o f  
J a n u a ry  13, 1820, su g g e s ts  the m a n n e r  in w h ich  the F ir e  
E n g in e  C o m p a n y  w a s  s u s t a in e d :

“ C a l l e d  M e e t i n g .

H u n tsv il le  F ir e  E n g in e  C o m p a n y ,  to  be  held  at the en g in e  
h ou se . A l l  fines an d  an n ual co n tr ib u t io n s  m u st  be  pa id  at this 
m eet in g .  F . C o l le n d e r ,  S e c r e ta r y .”

It can  s ca rce ly  be  d ou b ted  that H u n tsv i l le  kept p a ce  w ith  
the tim es, even  abreast o f  the la rg e r  E a ste rn  and  N o r th e r n

5 3  H u n t s v i l le  D ir e c t o r y ,  1S59, p a g e s  12 a n d  IS.
5 4  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  F e b r u a r y  G, 18 2 9 .
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Cities. In 1856 the ‘ ‘Huntsville Gas L igh t C om p any”  was 
organ ized  with a capital o f  $7,325.00. A  plant was erected 
immediately near the spring, where gas, fo r  lighting purposes, 
was m anufactured in circular retorts from  rosin.55

HISTRIONIC
i

L i f e  in this c o m m u n ity ,  ev en  d u r in g  the first y ears  o f  this 
p e r io d ,  w a s  fa r  f r o m  p rosa ic .  T h e  p u b lic  w e r e  perm it ted  the 
e n jo y m e n t  o f  all f o r m s  o f  a m u se m e n t  an d  recrea t ion ,  f r o m  
b a l lo o n  a sce n s io n s ,56 to  h ea v y  tr a g e d y ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  c o m ic  farce .  
A p p r o a c h in g  even ts  w e re  h era ld ed  in the loca l press , t h u s :

“ S e c o n d  N i g h t .”

“ Theatre.— T h e  public is respectfully in form ed  that on  Sat
urday evening, N ovem ber 4, 1820, will be presented the moral, 
instructive and effective T ra g e d y  o f  the G am ester:
B ever ly ..........................................................................................M r. P h illips .
S tu c k le y  .............................................................................................. C o n c a m e o n .
M rs. B ever ly .........................................................................M rs. Cummins.

A f t e r  w h ich  a c o m ic  fa r ce ,  in o n e  act ca lled  B lu e  D ev ils .
A d m is s io n  o n e  dollar .
P e r f o r m a n c e  to  c o m m e n c e  at seven  o ’c l o c k  p r e c ise ly .” 56

Theatrical perform ances c los ing  with a one-act com ic  farce, 
appear to have been the order o f  the day. T his  theatre, 
ow n ed  by M essrs. Sam m oner & W eek ly , was destroyed by 
fire on  Saturday night, A u gu st  5, 1821. T h o u g h  the local 
press expressed the belief that it w ould  not be rebuilt “ any 
time soon ”  about a year later shows were advertised to be held 
in the theatre.

H o t e l  fac ilit ies  w e r e  ad equ ate  an d  in k e e p in g  w ith  the needs 
o f  the tim es. A s  w e  h av e  o b s e rv e d ,  as ear ly  as 1803, hote ls  
w e r e  s u b je c te d  to  g o v e r n m e n t a l  regu la t ion .  T h is  su p erv is ion  
w a s  e x e rc ise d  f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  years ,  ev en  to  the  e x ten t  o f  
e stab lish in g  the c h a rg e s  to  b e  m a d e .  T h e  law  re q u ire d  o f  all 
“ ta v e rn  k e e p e r s ”  that th ey  take o u t  a licen se  an d  to  fu rn ish  
g o o d ,  c lean , w h o le s o m e  diet, an d  l o d g in g  f o r  trave lers ,  and 
stab lin g , p a stu ra g e  an d  p r o v e n d e r  f o r  h orses ,  f o r  an d  d u r in g  
the t im e  o f  his l ic en se .”  T h e  licen se  cos t  $2 0 .0 0  per  year . 
T h e  v a r io u s  c o u n ty  c o u r ts  f ix ed  the rates. T h e s e  had to  be 
p o s te d  c o n s p ic u o u s ly .  C a rd s  pu b lish ed  a c c o r d in g  to  these

5 5  H u n t s v i l l e  D ir e c t o r y  1 8 5 0 .
so ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  N o v e m b e r  3, 1 8 2 0 .
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requ irem en ts ,  fu rn ish e d  in fo r m a t io n  as t o  the c h a rg e s  to  be  
m et b y  the t r a v e l in g  p u b l i c :

“ A  N e w  T a v e r n / '

“ A t  the s ign  o f  the P la n t e rs ’ H o te l .
M y  stables are  la rg e  an d  c o m m o d io u s  an d  w ell  equ ip p ed

with all the requirem ents; rates:
B reakfast ................................................................................................. 37j/^c
Dinner ............................................................................................................. 50c
Supper ........................................................................................................ 37J/<c
H orse  fo r  n ight............................................................................................ 50c
L o d g in g  fo r  n ight.................................................................................. 1 2 ^ c
B oard in g  without lodg ing , per w eek ........................................... $3.50
B oarding, including lodg ing , per w eek ...................................... $4.50
H orse , per w eek .....................................................................................$3.00

N . B. P o se y .” 57

M ILITIA

A s  has been mentioned, Huntsville  sent fou r  com panies and 
H azel Green one with General A n d re w  Jackson, to  fight the 
Creek Indians, at H orse  Shoe Bend. T w o  com panies also 
went from  here during  the war o f  1812. In 1819, M adison  
county had tw o regiments o f  infantry in her militia. T hese  
regiments held tw o musters a year. O n e com m en cin g  on  the 
8th o f  January, and the other on  the 4th o f  July. A fte r  per
fo rm in g  the military duties incident to the occasion, the balance 
o f  each day was devoted to recreation and sports. A  chronicler 
o f  the times inform s us that the greater portion o f  the time 
was consum ed in political d e b a te ; it being custom ary fo r  can
didates to speak on these occasions, and to  provide  “ free 
w hiskey”  fo r  the crow d.

In 1821 “ T h e  H untsville  L igh t In fan try ”  Blues was orga n 
ized with J. K . D unn, as its first lieutenant.58

T h e  Huntsville V olunteer Artillery  Com pany, under the 
com m and o f  Capt. J. G. Carrcll, was organized  in 1820.59

T o w a rd s  the later part o f  this period, in 1855, a military 
com pany, the M adison  Rifles, with Captain J. C. Coaltart, was 
mustered in.00

t>7 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  N o v e m b e r  17 , 1 8 2 0
58 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  M a r c h  16, 1 8 2 1 .
so Ibid.  S e p te m b e r  2 9 , 18 2 0 .  
oo H u n t s v i l le  D ir e c t o r y  1 8 5 9 .
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H ere  was to be found a hospital, well equipped, under the 
management o f  D r. L . Reim ondie , established in 1851, as the 
“ M adison  Surgical and M edica l Infirm ary.” 61

RELIGIOUS A N D  ED U CATIO N AL

T h e  p u b lic  t h o u g h t  w a s  n o t  w h o l ly  o c c u p ie d  w ith  th ose  
th in g s  an d  in stitu tions w h ich  p r o d u c e  m a ter ia l d e v e lo p m e n t ,  
f o r  c o m m e n s u r a te  co n s id e ra t io n  w a s  m a n i fe s t  in the m a in te 
n a n ce  o f  th ose  u p l i f t in g  in flu ences  w h ich  m a k e  f o r  “ r ich n ess  o f  
l i f e ”  in a co m m u n ity .

CHURCHES

M a n y  o f  the first ch u rch e s  an d  re l ig io u s  soc ie t ies  o f  the State 
w e r e  o r g a n iz e d  here. B e tw e e n  the y ea rs  1818 an d  1835 the 
P re sb y te r ia n ,  M e th o d is t ,  C u m b e r la n d  P re sb y te r ia n  and E p i s c o 
pa l c o n g r e g a t io n s  h ad  erected  h ou ses  o f  w o r s h ip  at H u n tsv il le .

T h o s e  in  the c o m m u n ity ,  o f  the P re sb y te r ia n  faith , m e t  and 
o r g a n iz e d  so m e  t im e  in 1 8 1 8 ; an d  o n  O c t o b e r  13, 1822, c o m 
m e n c e d  the e rect ion  o f  the first ch u rc h  o f  that d e n o m in a t io n  in 
the State . T h e  p resen t cred ita b le  stru ctu re ,  s ituated on  the 
sou th east  c o r n e r  at the in tersect ion  o f  L in c o ln  an d  G ates 
streets, w a s  bu ilt  in 1859, u p o n  the site o f  the o ld  o n e .a

T h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  the  F irst  M e th o d is t  C h u rc h  e rected  
th e ir  first c h u rc h  b u i ld in g  h ere  in 1821, w h ich  w as later  re 
p la ced  b y  th e  h a n d s o m e  an d c o m m o d io u s  s tru ctu re  n o w  in 
use. T h is  b u i ld in g  w a s  d ed ica te d  b y  the M a s o n s  on  A u g u s t  7, 
1867.

A b o u t  th e  y ea r  1821 the M a d is o n  B ib le  S o c ie t y  w a s  o r g a n 
ized . Its  m e m b e r sh ip  w a s  p u r p o s e fu l  an d  e n erg e t ic ,  an d  e m 
p lo y e d  itse lf  a b o u t  m a n y  w o r t h y  u n d e r ta k in g s  f o r  a l o n g  n u m 
b e r  o f  years .  N o t  the least o f  w h ich  w as  its u n t ir in g  e f fo r t s  to  
a m eliora te  the c o n d it io n  o f  the C o n fe d e r a te  so ld iers  an d  their  
d ep en d en t  fam ilie s  in this c o u n ty .  T h e  E p is co p a l ia n s  in the 
c o m m u n it y  w e r e  s lo w  to  p e r fe c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ; th eir  first m e e t 
in g  f o r  this p u rp o s e  b e in g  J u n e  15, 1830, in the P re sb y te r ia n  
C h u rch ,  w h ich  w a s  itse lf  even  th en  u n co m p le te d .

T h is  m e e t in g  w as  ca lled  to  o r d e r  b y  the te m p o r a r y  ch a irm an , 
J oh n  B ra h a n ,  w ith  Joh n  C. C o le m a n  a c t in g  as S ecre ta ry .  M r .  
M c C l u n g  o f f e r e d  the first reso lu tion , w h ic h  w as  passed .

ox ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  N o v e m b e r  14 , 1 8 5 1 .
a A n n u a l  R e p o r t  l!KM>-7, P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r c h  a t  H u n t s v i l le ,  A la .
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“ R e s o lv e d :
T h a t  it is ex p e d ie n t  at this t im e  to  establish  an E p is c o p a l  

C h u rc h  at H u n t s v i l le . ”
F o l l o w i n g  this, L e r o y  P o p e  m o v e d  that v e s tr y m e n  an d  w a r 

den s be  e lected . S a m u e l C ru se  then  n o m in a te d  the f o l l o w in g  
w h o  w e re  e lec ted  o f f i c e r s  o f  the p erm a n en t  o r g a n i z a t i o n :

H unter Peel, Dr. Sam B reck, Capt. W illiam  Clark, General 
John Brahan, L e ro y  P ope, Jr., Ben S. P ope, Capt. W illiam  
A tw o o d , Col. J. J. Pleasants, and Dr. R . G. Fearn.62 W o r k  
o f  erecting a house o f  w orship  was begun without delay and 
completed in due season, upon the site occupied  by the present 
building, at the intersection o f  Green and Eustis streets, on the 
southwest corner. T h e  present gracefu l structure, so unique 
and pleasing in interior arrangement, was erected in 1858.

T h e  M issionary Baptists w ere  probably the first to organize 
and build a church in the c o u n t y ; which was done as early as 
1808, out in the neigh borh ood  o f  Briar F ork  o f  Flint. This  
church was named Enon. T h e  greater portion o f  the co n g re 
gation having m oved  to Huntsville during  the first years o f  the 
war, this church was officially  m oved  from  the country to 
town. In 1861 a house o f  w orship  was erected upon the north
west corner at the intersection o f  W e s t  Clinton and Spring 
streets. T his  building has in later years been rem oved to 
g ive place to the present m odern  edifice. “ E n o n ”  was the first 
church established in the State by the M issionary Baptists.

In 1825 those o f  the Cum berland Presbyterian faith o rg a n 
ized at Huntsville, under the leadership o f  R ev. R obert  D o n 
nell. T h e  first house o f  w orship  was erected in 1828— som e
where— on Green street. T h e  second church bu ilding was 
erected in 1845 upon the site o f  the present attractive structure 
on the southeast corner at the intersection o f  R andolph  and 
L incoln  streets. This  R ev. Donnell, the founder o f  the C um 
berland Church at Huntsville, was an eminent divine o f  great 
renown. H e, with tw o  other associates— about 1809— estab
lished the Cum berland Presbyterian Church in A m erica .

SCHOOLS

E d u ca t io n a l  facilit ies  in th ose  ear ly  days , a f f o r d e d  b y  the 
n u m e ro u s  sch o o ls  o f  the to w n , w ere  im m e a su ra b ly  su p e r io r  to  
th ose  o f  the presen t tim es. It can  scarce ly  be  e x p e c t e d  that a 
v is ito r  w ith in  o u r  g a tes  at this d ay  w o u ld  e x p re s s  h im s e l f  as

0 2  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J u n e  10 , 18 3 0 .
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did one in 1837, w h o  on w riting  to a friend in the N orth  s a id : 
“ Huntsville  will in the future rival any city in the N orth , and 
at present it is the most prosperous and progressive city its size 
in the U nited States, and exceeds any other tow n its size in the 
nature and character o f  its literary institutions. Green A c a d 
em y is the equal o f  any W estern  sch ool.” 63 In addition to 
Green A c a d e m y ' there were num erous private “ gram m ar 
sch ools”  o f  kn ow n  worth  and character. T h e  “ Huntsville M il i 
tary Scientific and Classical S ch oo l”  was opened M on d ay , the 
2nd o f  January, 1832, under the supervision o f  Messrs. B. S. 
L o w e  and M . R . Dudley, as R ectors .04 Institutions fo r  the 
prim ary and higher education o f  females were equally num er
ous and fully  as efficient as those provided  fo r  the males.

T h e  first o f  this latter class o f  institutions o f  consequence, 
to  be established in the county, was the “ Fem ale B oard in g  
S ch oo l,”  conducted  by J. P . H o r t o n ; nine miles northwest o f  
H untsville .05 Later, it consolidated with the “ Pleasant G rove  
A ca d e m y ,”  in 1822, which continued under the superintendence 
o f  M r. H o r to n .66 D u ring  this same year C. W h ite  established 
his “ Fem ale B oard in g  S ch o o l”  near H untsville .67

T h e  “ Huntsville Female A ca d e m y ,”  later know n as the 
“ Huntsville Private Fem ale A ca d e m y ,”  a very  superior institu
tion, was opened in 1826, by M r. and M rs. D eV en dal, both 
people o f  culture and scholarly attainments.68

D u rin g  the year 1831, competent female colleges w ere  estab
lished here, w hose  period o f  usefulness extended even into the 
very  last years o f  that century.

T h e  “ H u n t s v i l le  F e m a le  A c a d e m y ”  w a s  o p e n e d  in Ja n u a ry ,
1831, w ith  the f o l l o w in g  n a m e d  g e n t le m e n  as o f f i c e r s :  J. M . 
T a y lo r ,  p r e s id e n t ;  D r .  T h o s .  F e a rn ,  A .  F . H o p k in s ,  W .  P le a s 
ants, H .  I. T h o r n t o n ,  B. S. P o p e ,  J. M a rtin ,  an d  J. G. B irn e y ,  
trustees . L a t e r  this institution  b e c a m e  k n o w n  as the “ H u n t s 
v ille  F e m a le  C o l le g e . ” 69

A lm ost  contem poraneous with the open in g  o f  this academ y 
on January 5, 1831, the “ Huntsville  Sem inary,”  under the 
auspices o f  the Presbyterian Church, was inaugurated.

63 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  M a r c h  4 ,  1 8 3 7 .
64 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  J a n u a r y  21 , 1 8 3 2 .
65 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A la b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  D e c e m b e r  20 , 1 8 2 0 .
6 0  Ibid.  N o v e m b e r  10, 18 2 1 .
67 Ibid.  N o v e m b e r  10 , 1821 .
68 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  F e b r u a r y  10 , 1 8 2 0 .
oo ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  D e c e m b e r  28 , 1 8 3 0 .
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Little did the founders o f  these tw o great, and, in after years, 
justly fam ous colleges, realize that both were to exert a p ro 
found influence throu ghou t the w hole  South fo r  generations to 
come.

D u r in g  the sa m e y ea r ,  M r .  an d  M r s .  R o w e  o p e n e d  their  
F e m a le  B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l  o n  M o n t e  S a n o .70

Since 1820 there had been a public library suitable to the 
needs o f  the times, fo r  which quarters were provided  in the 
court house.71

N E W SPAPER S

It is said that a man is know n by the com pany he keeps, and 
so it is w e can ju d g e  o f  the breadth o f  life  in a com m unity  by 
the newspapers it supports.

W e  have h ereto fore  observed that as early as 1812 the M a d i
son Gazette was published at Huntsville , and that it m erged  
on  Septem ber 7, 1816, and thereafter was published as the 
“ A labam a R epublican .”

D u rin g  the first years o f  this period, particularly, Huntsville  
was the center o f  all State a c t iv ity ; on  account o f  which  the 
local papers en joyed  an extended  circulation. T h e  enlarged 
field made it possible fo r  m any papers to thrive here.

T h e  first issue o f  the “ H u n tsv i l le  E n q u ir e r ”  a p p ea red  on  
F e b r u a r y  1, 1822. T h is  sh eet w a s  ed ited  b y  R ic h a r d  B e n ja 
m in  B r ick e ll ,  and w as  the e leventh  p a p er  then  p u b lish ed  in the 
en tire  S tate .72

T h e  ‘ Planters ’ M agazin e ,”  a m onthly periodical, was pub
lished at Huntsville by the editors o f  the “ A labam a R epubli
can,”  Messrs. B oardm an and A d a m s ; the subscription rate 
being $2.00 per year. T h e  first issue appeared January 1, 
1822.73

T h e  con jecture  is indulged that sometime prior to 1825, the 
“ A labam ian”  was published h ere ; this, fo r  the reason that the 
first issue o f  the “ Southern A d voca te  and H untsville  A d v e r 
tiser,”  later know n as the “ Southern A d v o ca te ,”  w hich  was 
form ed from  a m erger o f  the “ A labam a R epublican”  and the 
“ A labam ian,”  appeared on M a y  6, 1825. It was published by 
D . Farris & Com pany, and cost $3.00 a year.74 T h e  “ H u n ts

70 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  D e c e m b e r  24 , 18 3 1 .
7 1  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  O c to b e r  20 , 18 2 0 .
7 2  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A la b a m a  R e p u b lic a n ,  F e b r u a r y  8 , 1 8 2 2 .
73 ( H u n t s v i l l e )  A l a b a m a  R e p u b lic a n , F e b r u a r y  8, 1822 .
7 4  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  M a y  0, 18 2 5 .
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ville D em ocra t”  was established O ctober  18, 1823, by Philip 
W o o d s o n .75 M r. F lem m ing, in his monumental w ork , “ Civil 
W a r  and R econstruction  in A labam a,”  makes the assertion 
that the D em ocrat was an “ emancipation new spaper,” 76 edited 
by  James G. B irney. T h e  author feels constrained to say, in 
this, M r. F lem m in g  is doubtless mistaken. T his  in ference is 
supported by the circumstances attending M r. B irn ey ’s evolu 
tion into an abolitionist, which  have been hereto fore  noted.

A bolit ion  principles were first espoused by  B irney about
1830, and three years later, when he sought to g ive  public e x 
pression to his views, he used the colum ns o f  the Southern 
A d v oca te  and not the D em ocrat. Lastly, it is hardly probable, 
that, had the D em ocrat been the advocate o f  such heresy, it 
w ou ld  have endured the assaults o f  time produced  by radical 
political and econom ic changes, even unto the present day. In 
1859 this paper came into the hands o f  J. W ithers  Clay, and 
remained under that safe and sane management till his d e a th ; 
since which  time it has been edited by  some m em ber o f  that 
justly distinguished fa m ily ; and is today the only newspaper 
published in the State by a wom an.

Y e t  another paper was published here, about this t im e ; the 
“ Southern M e r c u r y ;”  the first issue o f  which appeared July 
1, 1833, edited by Messrs. John J. Coleman and Geo. W .  
N ob le .77 A ll  o f  these papers were weeklies, each appearing 
as a general th ing on a different day. T h e y  were liberal in 
policy. T h o u g h  d iffering  in politics som ewhat, all espoused 
those principles which made fo r  a strong  South, econom ically  
and politically. T h e  editorials were uniform ly  ponderous, 
heavy o f  w ords, yet lean o f  pith and w ithout drive.

T h e  sp len d id  state o f  p h ys ica l p re se rv a t io n  o f  even  the 
earliest o f  th ese  n e w sp a p e rs  attests th e  g o o d  qu a lity  o f  ink used 
an d  the e x ce l le n c y  o f  the c lear ,  w h ite  pa p er  u p o n  w h ich  they  
w e re  pr in ted .

T o w a rd  the latter part o f  this period another paper, the 
“ H untsville  Independent,”  was edited and published at H unts
ville by M essrs. J. J. D ew  and J. W .  Y o u n g . T h e  first issue 
appeared D ecem ber 1st, 1855.78

76 H u n t s v i l l e  D ir e c t o r y  18 5 9 , p a g e  04 .
76 “ C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,”  p a g e  10.
7 7  ( H u n t s v i l l e )  S o u th e r n  A d v o c a t e ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  18 3 3 .
78 H u n t s v i l l e  D ir e c t o r y  18 5 9 .
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M AKERS OF N A TIO N AL , STATE A N D  LOCAL HISTORY

T o  one not conversant with the history o f  H untsville  and her 
citizens, this caption m ight seem som ew hat boastful if  not 
hum orous. It has been well said, that, the history o f  H untsville  
in early years, is the history o f  the State. T o  this m ight be 
added, and o f  the n a t io n ; for, in truth, no other com m unity  
founded  in the nineteenth century has, through  her w orthy  citi
zenship contributed m ore  to the life o f  the nation, o r  been m ore 
prom inent in national and State affairs than Huntsville. It is 
no idle protest to repeat what has been said h e re in ; that, those 
names which form  the very pillars o f  h istory ’ s arc and thatch 
its roo f ,  are intimate to Huntsville. H ers  is the honor and 
unique distinction o f  having  furnished the nation with eight 
United States Senators, (b e in g  without representation in that 
body but for  six years, 1843-49, from  the admission o f  A labam a 
into the U n ion  till the resignation o f  H on . Clement Claiborne 
Clay in 1861, upon the secession o f  the State. T h e  first con 
gressman from  this State hailed from  Huntsville, and in after 
years m any o th e r s ; seven governors , an associate justice o f  the 
United States Suprem e Court, and one other w h o  declined 
a like com m ission  when tendered h im ; many justly famous 
jurists o f  ou r  State courts, both appellate and nisi p r iu s ; tw o 
senators in the Confederate  States C o n g r e s s ; the first S ecre
tary o f  W a r  o f  the C o n fe d e r a c y ; a candidate fo r  presidency 
o f  the United States on the abolition ticket in 1810, and again 
in 1844 ; a distinction not then boasted no doubt. Lastly, it is 
her humiliation to have been the hom e o f  probably m ore  than 
her share o f  traitors to the C onfederate  cause. N o r  did all 
this ilk com e from  the rank and file o f  the men w ho w ore  the 
gray, but in large proportion  from  those high up in the cou n 
sels o f  the Confederacy.

Neither the time at hand nor the scope o f  this w ork  will 
permit o f  m ore than a br ie f  mention o f  some o f  H untsville ’s 
justly fam ous and w orthy  sons. N ot  alone did Huntsville con 
tribute to the political grow th  o f  the nation, but her p ro fes 
sional men through their great skill and learning swayed the 
nation. A m o n g  these latter was D r. T hom as Fearn, o f  w hom  
we have already heard much. H e  was probably the m ost em i
nent physician in the whole South. H is  article upon “ T he  U se 
o f  Q u in ine”  excited the interest o f  the entire medical world , 
and exerted a p ro fou n d  influence, even to the extent o f  revolu 
tionizing the treatment o f  fever. T h e  name o f  this great man
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is n ot u n fa m il ia r  to  us o f  the presen t, f o r  o f  his descen d an ts ,  
in the F ea rn s ,  an d  the G arth s,  w e  h a v e  l iv in g  represen tat ives  
in the  c o m m u n ity .

T h e  recognized  leader o f  the W h ig  party in the State, 
A rth ur F. H opkins , lived here. A  jurist o f  no mean ability, 
he served as circuit court ju d g e  and later as associate justice o f  
the State Suprem e Court. O ther prominent jurists o f  those 
times living here w e re :  W .  I. A da ir , sometime speaker o f  
the A labam a low er house, and later circuit ju d g e ;  H en ry  
M in or , w h o  becam e ju d ge  o f  the Circuit Court and afterwards 
reporter o f  the A labam a Suprem e C ou rt ; J. M . T ay lor , w h o 
fo l low ed  him as ju d ge , and finally was elected associate justice 
o f  the State Suprem e Court.

T h e  high esteem in which L em uel M ead and Samuel Chap
man were held by the people o f  this county, is attested by 
the terms o f  o ff ice  vouchsafed  to them. T h e  form er o f  w h om  
was elected clerk o f  the circuit court in 1819 and served till 
1835, while the latter presided over  the county court from  
1820 to 1834. T h e  last ju d g e  o f  this court was E dw ard  C ham 
bers Betts, grandfather o f  the a u th o r ; a scholarly gentleman 
o f  distinguished literary and judicial attainments. H e  served 
several terms in the State Legislature and later as the first 
com m issioner o f  agriculture o f  A la b a m a ; and to him in no 
small measure is due credit for  the organization o f  that de
partment as a potent influence in the agricultural developm ent 
o f  the State.

F or  the sake o f  completeness, the author again introduces 
the name o f  James G. B irn ey ; wTho, as he had a positive effect 
upon the national thought o f  his period  and left the impress 
o f  his efforts upon time as it passed his way, it will not be amiss 
to record, was the candidate o f  the Abolitionists fo r  the presi
dency in 1840 and again in 1844.

A m o n g  those brilliant statesmen, from  Huntsville, serving 
in the counsels o f  the nation as senators, w e r e : John W .  
W alk er, 1819-1823, president o f  the Constitutional Convention 
o f  the A labam a T e rr ito ry ;  W illiam  K elly, 1823-1825, the first 
and only congressm an during  his term, fo r  then it was that 
A labam a had tw o senators and but one representative at W a s h 
ington ; D r. H enry Cham bers, 1825-182G (uncle  o f  the author ’s 
paternal g ra n d fa th er ) ,  was one o f  M a d ison ’s delegates in the 
Constitutional C o n v e n tio n ; later he represented her in the first 
State L eg is la tu re ; twice defeated fo r  govern or  by Israel P ick 
ens, first in 1821 and again in 1823 ; elected to the Senate in



84 E a r ly  H is t o r y  o f  H u n tsv il le , A la .

1824 over W illiam  R . K in g , w h o  later becam e vice-president 
o f  the U nited States im der President P ierce ’s administration. 
Senator Chambers set out upon his jou rn ey  to W ash in gton  by 
horse-back, but died while on the way, at the age o f  forty  
years, b e fore  taking his seat in the Senate. H is  residence yet 
stands at the intersection o f  Gates and Green streets, on the 
southeast corner, and is the late hom e o f  that gentle spirit and 
fam ous poetess and artist, H o w a rd  W e e d e n :  John M cK inley, 
1826-1831, fo r  a num ber o f  years ju d g e  o f  the U nited States 
Circuit Court, congressm an, and upon death o f  Senator Cham 
bers chosen to succeed him. W h ile  a m em ber o f  the Senate, 
the Suprem e Court was increased to  nine, and he was co m 
m issioned by President V an  Buren as associate justice during  
the recess o f  Congress, on A pril  27, 1837, and was re -com m is
sioned upon confirmation by  Congress, on  the 25th o f  Septem 
ber that same year.79 T h is  position on the Suprem e bench 
was first tendered H on . W illiam  Smith, o f  Huntsville. H is  
nomination by the President having  been confirm ed by  the 
Senate, he was duly com m issioned, but declined the honor. 
T h e  author ventures the assertion that M r. Sm ith ’s action is 
entirely unique in the history o f  this nation. Gabriel 
M oore, 1831-1837, fifth g ov ern or  o f  A labam a, one o f  
M a d ison ’s delegates to the Territorial Constitutional C on 
vention, later president o f  State Senate, served as con gress
man fo r  eight years be fore  his election as govern or . W h ile  a 
m em ber o f  the Senate he opposed  the policies o f  President 
Jackson. O n  this account his resignation was requested by the 
State Legislature. H e  declined to com ply  with the request, 
and at the expiration o f  his term, ran fo r  congress and was 
d e fea ted ; Clem ent Com er Clay, 1837-1843, M a d iso n ’s repre
sentative fo r  tw o  terms in the T erritorial Legislature, delegate 
to the Constitutional Convention, resigned as circuit ju d g e  to 
becom e speaker o f  the State H ou se  o f  R epresentatives ; con 
gressman from  1829 to 1832, eighth go v e rn o r  o f  A labam a, 
resigned from  the U nited States Senate after four years, di
gested the laws o f  A labam a in one year, and submitted his 
w ork  to the Legislature, o f  which his son Clement Claiborne 
C lay was a m e m b e r ; twice upon the Suprem e Court bench o f  
A labam a, settled the State debt and then retired from  public 
life  to make w ay fo r  his illustrious son, w h o  had given evidence 
o f  even greater talents. It has been said o f  Senator Clay

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s ,  V o l .  1, p a g e  2 9 8 , b y  
H a m p t o n  L . C a r s o n .
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that he was the greatest political teacher o f  his t im e s ; Jere 
Clem ents, 1849-1853, author, one o f  A labam a ’s delegates to the 
Secession Convention, first com m ander o f  the troops o f  the 
“ R epublic  o f  A labam a”  with rank o f  M a jo r -G e n e ra l ;  Clem ent 
Claiborne Clay, 1853-1861, w h o  was even m ore illustrious than 
his father. W h e n  A labam a withdrew  from  the Union, he 
resigned his seat in the Senate and becam e a senator in the 
Congress o f  the Confederacy . A  statesman o f  the b iggest and 
truest type. H e  was arrested a lon g  with and became a fellow  
prisoner o f  Jefferson  Davis, at Fortress M on roe , at the close 
o f  the war.

S e n a to r  C la y ’ s w i f e — fa m il ia r ly  k n o w n  in la tter  d a y s  as M rs .  
V i r g in ia  C la y  C o p to n ,  w h o  lived  h ere  till h er  recen t dea th —  
w a s  the m o s t  brill ian t and  d is t in g u ish ed  w o m a n  in the w h o le  
S ou th .  W h e n  ask ed  w h o m  he c o n s id e r e d  the  g rea test  o r a to r  
he e v e r  h eard , F a th e r  R y a n  r e p l i e d : “ I  h a v e  h ea rd  W e b s t e r ,  
C lay , C a lh ou n ,  E v e re t t ,  C h oat ,  G la d s ton e ,  D o u g la s s ,  P ren t iss ,  
Y a n c y ,  J e f fe r so n  D a v is ,  an d  all o f  the g re a t  o r a to r s  o f  m y  d a y ;  
bu t I tell y o u ,  the  g rea tes t  o f  th em  all is M r s .  C lem en t  C. C la y .”

T h e  ta len ted  ed itress o f  the H u n t s v i l le  D e m o c r a t ,  M iss  
S u sa n n a  W .  C lay , is a n ie ce  o f  that g re a t  m a n , S en a tor  C lem en t  
C la ib o rn e  C lay , as is w ell  k n o w n .

In  a d d it ion  to  the t w o  ju s t  m e n tio n e d ,  five o th e r  w o r t h y  sons 
o f  M a d is o n  b e c a m e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  the State.

T hom as Bibb, s e c o n d  g o v e r n o r ,  as p res id en t  o f  the State 
Sen ate ,  su cce e d e d  to  the o f f i c e  u p o n  the death  o f  his b ro th er ,  
W i l l ia m  B ib b ,  w h o  w a s  k illed  b y  a fall f r o m  his h orse .  A s  the 
t im e  o f  his a s ce n d e n cy  he ( T h o m a s  B i b b )  h ad  p r o b a b ly  m o v e d  
f r o m  M a d is o n  c o u n ty ,  th o u g h  f o r  m a n y  y ears  he  w as  a p r o m i
n ent f ig u re  in the ear ly  l i fe  o f  the settlem ent. T h e  n e w  g o v 
e rn m en t  at the n e w  capital, C a h a ba  ( t h e  capital h a v in g  been  
at H u n t s v i l le  d u r in g  his b r o t h e r ’ s term  o f  o f f i c e ) ,  w a s  set up  
b y  h im .

H ugh M cV a y  b e c a m e  the  ninth  g o v e r n o r ,  by  v irtu e  o f  his 
p re s id e n c y  o f  the Senate , u p o n  the e le c t ion  o f  G o v e r n o r  C la y  
as sen ator .  H e  c a m e  to  M a d is o n  c o u n ty  w h e n  it w as  a part o f  
the M iss iss ip p i  T e r r i t o r y ,  an d  w a s  e lec ted  to  the T e r r i t o r ia l  
an d  State  L e g is la tu r e s  e ig h t  t im es f r o m  the c o u n t y ; b eca m e  
a m e m b e r  o f  the T e r r i t o r ia l  C on st itu t ion a l  C o n v e n t io n ,  and 
a fte r  th e  S ta te  w as  fo r m e d ,  s e rv ed  in its S en a te  tw e n ty  years. 
P r i o r  to  h is a d v a n ce m e n t  to  the g o v e r n o r ’ s o f f i c e  he had 
r e m o v e d  to  Lauderdale county.
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Reuben Chapm an, thirteenth govern or , distinguished himself 
by the masterly manner in which he guarded the State’s finan
cial interests attending the w in din g  up o f  the State banks. H e  
served one term in the State Senate, and was in Congress 
from  1835 till he was elected govern or . H e  was defeated fo r  
re -e le ct ion ; afterwards, in 1855, he was again elected to C on 
gress. H is  last public service was rendered in 1862, when 
he becam e an elector fo r  Jefferson Davis as president o f  the 
Confederate  States o f  A m erica . W o r th y  descendants o f  G o v 
ernor Chapman are still prominent in the life and activities o f  
the com m u n ity ; forem ost a m on g  them, his daughter, M rs. 
Ellelee C. Hum es.

John H . W in ston , the fifteenth govern or , was the first native 
born  Alabam ian to be elected to that office . M adison  county 
w as his birthplace in 1812. A t  the time o f  becom in g  govern or , 
how ever, he was a resident o f  Sumter county. A fte r  the w ar 
he wras elected to the U nited States Senate. H e  was denied 
the right to enter that body.

D . P. Lew is, becam e the tw enty-third govern or , and a sorry 
time it was fo r  A labam a. U p on  his election in 1872, A labam a 
once m ore  went into the “ hands o f  B lack M a n ’s P arty .”  H e  
obtained his o ff ice  through the grossest fraud, and held it at 
the point o f  the bayonet by the aid o f  Federal troops. O n e  o f  
A labam a ’s delegates to  the Secession Convention, he was elect
ed to  the Provisional Congress, and in 1863 was appointed to a 
judgesh ip  by the governor. T h is  position he held fo r  a few  
months, and then went over  to the Federals.

In addition to Clem ent Claiborne Clay, M adison  furnished 
the C onfederacy  with another senator, Richard W . W alker, 
and a m em ber o f  the president’ s cabinet, General L eroy  
Pope W alk er, first Secretary o f  W ar . H on . R ichard  W .  
W alk er , at the outbreak o f  the war, was a mem ber 
o f  the State Suprem e Court. F e w  o f  the earliest 
families settling here, when A labam a was a territory, 
have been so continuously represented throughout these 
one hundred years by justly illustrious and w orthy  sons, as has 
this W a lk e r  family. Each o f  its three generations has fur
nished a brilliant public servant, beg inning  with John W illiam s 
W alk er , president o f  the Constitutional Convention o f  1819, 
and first United States Senator, and continuing through R ich 
ard W .  W alker , his son, Suprem e Court justice and C on fed 
erate Senator, to his grandson, R ichard  W .  W alk er , Associate  
Justice o f  the State Suprem e Court, mem ber o f  the Constitu
tional Convention o f  1901, Presid ing Judge  A labam a Appellate
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Court, and at present A ssociate  Justice o f  the United States 
Circuit Court o f  Appeals.

T h o u g h  serving at a later day than that here dealt with, no 
history o f  the county  w ou ld  be complete without mention o f  
those tw o  distinguished educators, D r. Carlos G. Smith, w ho 
a fterw ards becam e president o f  the State University, and Cap
tain Charles O . Shepherd.

T h e  excellent school maintained by that scholarly gentleman, 
Dr. Smith, was liberally patronized by this end o f  the S ta te ; as 
was also the school o f  that noted and striking personality, Cap
tain Shepherd, w h o  left his impress upon the “ seat o f  learning”  
o f  m any o f  the youth o f  the surrounding territory.

T h ro u g h  these pages, little w arn ing  has been given the 
reader, that tow ard  the last o f  this period  a national crisis had 
been reached. T h e  tocsin o f  w ar had been sounded. F rom  
thence forw ard  the South was to live through ever changing 
conditions, even to the extent o f  subjugation , fo r  in very truth 
it passed under the yoke. T h e  beauty, the charm, the elegance 
o f  life at the South was to pass out. T h e  elegance and grandeur 
o f  the O ld  South m ight have survived the rude shock o f  w a r ; 
but all, all, was subm erged in that anguished struggle, after 
the war, to preserve its institutions, its people, its customs, even 
civilization itself, from  threatened extinction.

R e f e r e n c e s :— B re w e r ’s A la b a m a ;  N o r th e r n  A la b a m a ;  k ind
ness o f  m any older c it izen s ; newspaper files and c l ip p in g s ; 
Ju d ge  T a y lo r ’s H is t o r y  o f  M a d is o n  C o u n t y ;  I n d o o r s  and O u t,  
M a y  6, 1906 ; H u n tsv il le  D ir e c to r y ,  1859 ; H a n d  B o o k  o f  A l a 
bama, B irn ey ; L i f e  and T i m e s  o f  J a m es  G . B i r n e y ;  Civil W a r  
and R ec o n stru c tio n  in A la ba m a ,  F le m in g ; T h e  S u p r e m e  C ou rt  
o f  the U n ited  S tates , V o l .  I ,  W i t h  B io g ra p h ies  o f  the Justices , 
H am pton  L . Carson.



C hapter V .

CIVIL W A R  A N D  RECONSTRUCTION

H E  author approaches the discussion o f  this phase o f  
H untsville ’s history with m uch trepidation and em bar
rassment, due to the k n ow led ge  o f  his ow n  limitations. 
T hat cause fo r  which M a d ison ’ s men fou gh t and died 

and her w om en  suffered and endured, was the same fo r  which 
the whole South fought, suffered and endured. N o  adequate 
understanding o f  the justice, the purity, the honor  o f  that 
cause can be had w ithout a kn ow led ge  o f  its history throughout 
the Confederate  States o f  A m erica . W h e re fo re ,  the scope o f  
this w ork  will extend beyond the geograp h ic  confines o f  M a d i
son county. H o w e v e r ,  it is not the purpose to review  in any 
p ro fou n d  sense the causes leading up to the war, nor its con 
duct ; but merely to touch lightly upon a few  potent c ircu m 
stances which m ay aid in fo rm in g  a proper understanding o f  
the reasons fo r  the w ar o f  secess ion ; o r  to be m ore exact, 
enable us to k n ow  and appreciate the fact that our ancestors 
w ere  not “ traitors,”  not “ rebels,”  but patriots and heroes. It 
is not the purpose o f  this w o rk  to perpetuate or  revive any 
spirit o f  bitterness tow ard any section o f  our re-united cou n try ; 
for, “ the bitterness and resentments o f  the w ar are past and 
forgotten . T h e  g lories are the com m on heritage o f  us all.”

It has been said, “ It is better to kn ow  less, than k n ow  so 
much that ain ’t so .”  T his  can be repeated with peculiar 
emphasis to  the youth o f  the South, as he has gained his 
k now ledge  o f  the history o f  the C onfederacy  from  the partisan 
historian o f  the N orth . T h e  matters and things related in this 
chapter are historic and authentic. T h e y  are in the nature o f  
those happenings w hich  g o  to make up fam ily lineage, and 
fam ily history. I f  perchance, any o f  those w h o  com e to scan 
these pages were, or  still are not in sympathy with the South 
in the course  pursued, it is hoped they will at least appreciate 
the sincerity o f  the motives which prom pt the author. T h e  
duty to teach and spread the truth is en joined upon us all.

N o r  is it the purpose o f  the author to attempt a vindication 
o f  the Confederate  cau se ; time has established the honor, the 
justice, the right o f  the principles fo r  which the South fought.

T
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T h e  denial at the N orth  o f  the Constitutional right o f  a 
state to  w ithdraw  from  the U nion  was the cause o f  the war. 
S lavery was the occasion , not the cause, and bore the same rela
tion to  the w ar as does property  to robbery. T h e  conflict, 
as w e  v iew  it now . was inevitable, and but the logical out
g row th  o f  the feeling and strife, which existed from  the set
tlement o f  this country, between the Puritans landing at P ly 
m outh R o c k  and the Cavaliers w h o  landed in V irgin ia .

T h e  right o f  secession, was the constitutional right guaran
teed to the states fo rm in g  the U nion , to w ithdraw  from  the 
com pact she had voluntarily entered into. Both  the N orth  
and the South  at the time o f  entering into the articles o f  con 
federation claimed and bold ly  asserted this right. T h e  question 
o f  state sovereignity, especially the right to withdraw, was 
debated at the time o f  fram ing  the Constitution and was 
decided in the affirmative. This, and not slavery, v e l  non ,  was 
the question submitted to  the arbitrament o f  the sw ord  and 
decided fo r  all times. G ettysburg and V ick sb u rg  were not 
forum s o f  justice but battlefields.

F rom  a constitutional standpoint, it is plain the South was 
within her rights in w ithdraw ing  from  the U nion. Students 
o f  history, both N orth  and South, n ow  admit this. T his  right 
o f  a sovereign  state to sever its connections with the U nion  
was first asserted by  Massachusetts in 1811, when she threat
ened secession in order to  back up her position relative to the 
L ouisiana Purchase. F rom  thence forw ard  this right was 
bold ly  asserted by the other states at the N orth  and constantly 
held over the head o f  the South as a w arning, until the South 
sought to put it into practical effect and withdraw. F rom  
thence forw ard , as v iew ed at the N orth , this doctrine became 
heresy and the right o f  a (S o u th e rn )  state to exercise it was 
v igorou s ly  denied and denounced. T hat supreme political 
opportunist, Daniel W ebster, know n at the N orth  as “ the most 
pro fou n d  and unerring constitutional law yer o f  his day, the 
great exp ou nd er ,”  declared as late as 185G that “ I f  the South 
is treated as bad as she has been, she will secede. She has a 
constitutional right to  secede, and she ought to- secede.”  Y et, 
when the South asserted this right, he traversed the country, 
(h a v in g  first, how ever, changed his views, o w in g  to the politi
cal ex igencies o f  the t im es),  assailing and reproaching her 
leaders and governm ents. By the m agic  o f  his w ords  and the 
necrom ancy  o f  his specious log ic  he beguiled the masses at the 
N orth  into the belief that the South and its people were trait
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ors to  the U nion. Such are the teachings the children o f  the 
South have received since the war, con cern in g  the orig in  and 
history o f  the Confederacy .

T h e  sovereignty o f  a state was a sacred trust to be defended  
and zealously guarded  at all hazards by  her sons. It was para
m ount to the preservation o f  the U n ion , and so had w e been 
taught, even in the colleges o f  the land, N orth  and South. 
W h e n  the N orth  by state and municipal legislation, upheld by 
the courts, had repeatedly denied the constitutional rights 
o f  the Southern States. W h e n  the M issouri C om prom ise  was 
held unconstitutional by the United States Suprem e Court, in 
the D read  Scott Case, and fou r  o f  the justices dissented from  
the opinion o f  Chief Justice T aney , the unyielding determina
tion at the N orth  to  utterly disregard the guaranteed rights o f  
the South, w reck  her institutions and destroy state sovereignty, 
becam e all too  evident. B y  the time the South seceded, all 
ties o f  friendship and k indly  relation between the N orth  and 
South had been severed, though there yet remained at the South 
som e love  fo r  the U n ion , and a far greater respect fo r  the 
rights o f  others as guaranteed in the Constitution. WTherein 
all rights not delegated to the general governm ent nor denied 
the states are reserved to the latter.

T h e  biased and purblind histories used in our public schools, 
teach the children o f  the South, that R obert  E . Lee, Stonewall 
Jackson, and Joseph E. Johnston fou gh t fo r  so sordid  a cause 
as the maintenance o f  slavery. N o t  once  are w e told that: 
L ee  freed his slaves, voluntarily, lon g  be fore  the w a r ; Jackson 
never ow n ed  but tw o  slaves, bought by him at the request o f  the 
slaves themselves, in order that they m ight be set free, which 
he accord in g ly  d i d ; Johnston never ow n ed  a slave. Even  
m ore studiously is the fact suppressed, that the “ Im m orta l”  
U lysses S. Grant, ow n ed  m any slaves, and that they were 
never freed by any act o f  his, but by the Emancipation P r o c 
lamation, and when so freed were be ing  re fugeed  in M issouri 
to  keep them out o f  the danger o f  escaping.

In a conflict, he is the aggressor  w h o  first renders the use o f  
force  necessary, and not he w h o strikes the first blow . S o  it is 
that the N orth  and not the South was the aggressor, and p ro 
voked  the Civil W a r .  T h e  construction is en forced  by the co n 
duct o f  the South be fore  w ar actually broke out.

O n e o f  the first official actions o f  the Confederate States o f  
A m erica  was to send a com m ission  to W ash in gton  to treat with 
Secretary o f  State Seward, to the end that an amicable settle-
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ment m ight be had o f  all differences between the tw o govern 
ments, and fo r  the evacuation o f  F ort Sumter. This  com m is
sion was held at W ash in gton  fo r  twenty-three days, with al
most hourly  promises o f  a considerate hearing. W h ile  thus 
ostensibly g iv in g  heed to the proffered  negotiations o f  the C on 
federacy, a squadron o f  ten battleships was being made ready, 
and sent out from  N ew  Y o r k  with instructions to take F ort 
Sumter, by force  i f  necessary. T his  “ relief squadron,”  bris
tling with guns, steamed into a Confederate  port, intent upon 
its hostile purpose, before  the Confederate  com m ission  was 
even aware that w ar was intended by the governm ent at W a s h 
ington. N o t  until then, did the com m issioners from  the C on 
federacy  realize that Secretary Sew ard  had diplomatically lied 
and misrepresented the facts to them.

T his  brings us to a consideration o f  the sentiment prevailing 
at the South as to its course in the near future. P robably  the 
m ost eloquent and com prehensive exposition  o f  the attitude, 
feeling and spirit o f  the South was made by that peerless states
man, Clement Claiborne Clay, in the Senate o f  the U nited  
States, on the eve o f  his resignation from  that body , after his 
beloved state, A labam a, had w ithdraw n from  the U nion. A s  
an introduction  to that portion o f  this w ork  yet to fo l low , the 
author begs leave to quote from  the condensed record  o f  this 
“ Statement o f  the South ’ s Case” :

“ It has been fo rty -tw o  years, he said, since A labam a had 
entered the U nion , amidst scenes o f  excitement and violence 
caused by the hostility o f  the N orth  against the institution o f  
slavery in the South— referr ing  to the conflict over  M issouri. 
In  the churches, Southern Christians were denied com m union  
because o f  what the N orth  styled the “ leprosy o f  slavery.”  In 
violation o f  the Constitution and laws Southern people were 
refused permission to pass through  the N orth  with their p rop 
erty. T h e  South was refused a share in the lands acquired 
mainly by her d iplom acy, b lood  and treasure. T h e  South was 
robbed o f  her property, and restoration was refused. Criminals 
w h o  fled N orth  were protected and Southern men w h o  sought 
to recover their slaves w ere  m urdered. Southern homes were 
burned and Southern families murdered. T his  had been endured 
fo r  years, and there was no hope o f  better. T h e  Republican 
platform  was a declaration o f  war against the South. It was 
hostile to dom estic peace, reproached the South as unchristian 
and heathenish and imputed sin and crim e to that section. It 
was a strong  incitement to insurrection, arson and m urder
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am on g  the negroes. T h e  Southern whites were denied equality 
with N orthern  whites, o r  even with free negroes, and were 
branded as an in ferior  race. T h e  man nominated for  president—  
L in co ln — disregarded the ju d gm en t o f  courts, the obligations 
o f  the Constitution, and o f  his oath by  declaring his approval 
o f  any measure to prohibit slavery in the territories o f  the 
U nited  States. T h e  people o f  the N orth  branded the people o f  
the South as outlaws, insulted them, consigned  them to the 
execration  o f  posterity and to ultimate destruction.

“ Is it to be expected  that we will or  can exercise that G o d 
like virtue that beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all th in g s ; which tells us to love our ene
mies, and bless them that curse u s?  A r e  we expected to be 
denied the sensibilities, the sentiments, the passions, the reason, 
the instincts o f  men ? H a v e  we no pride, no honor, no sense o f  
shame, no reverence o f  ancestors and care fo r  posterity, no  
love o f  home, o f  family, o f  fr iends?  A re  ye to con fess  base
ness, discredit the fam e o f  ou r  sires, d ishonor ourselves and 
degrade posterity, abandon ou r  homes and flee the country— all 
— all— fo r  the sake o f  the U n ion  ? Shall w e live under a g o v 
ernment administered by those w h o  deny us justice and brand 
us as in fer iors?  W h o s e  avow ed  principles and policy  must 
destroy dom estic tranquillity, imperil the lives o f  ou r  wives and 
children, and ultimately destroy the State? T h e  freem en o f  
A labam a have proclaim ed to the w orld  that they will not.” 1

DISUNION SEN TIM EN T A N D  SECESSION

W e  have observed  that as early as 1854 at an election held 
in the county for  the purpose o f  ascertaining public sentiment, 
“ Disunionists and abolitionists”  were strongly  condem ned and 
reproached. T his  spirit o f  forbearance tow ard  maintaining the 
U nion  was still strongly  in evidence when the future policy  o f  
the State was up fo r  consideration in 18fil. Som e o f  H u n ts
ville ’ s most prominent and respected citizens were pronounced  
“ U nion  W h ig s ”  and opposed disunion. But when the ord i
nances o f  secession were passed they cast their lot with the 
“ R epublic  o f  A labam a,”  and remained throughout the war 
steadfast and faithful to the cause o f  the C onfederacy.

In describing the problem s con fron tin g  the South fo r  the so 
lution o f  which, as to A labam a, a convention  was held,' M r. 
F lem ing, in his “ Civil W a r  and R econstruction  in A labam a”

i Civil W a r  and Reconstruction in A la b am a, F lem ing, page 25.



E a r ly  H is t o r y  o f  H u n tsv il le , A la . 93

(p a g e  27 )  says : “ W ith  L incoln  as president, the abolitionists 
w ou ld  soon control the Suprem e Court, and then slavery w ould  
be abolished in the Federal district and the territories. T here  
w ou ld  soon be a m ajority  o f  free states large enough  to alter the 
Constitution and to destroy slavery in the states. T h e  state o f  
society with fou r  million negroes turned loose, w ou ld  be too  
horrible to contemplate, and the only  safety for  A labam a lay in 
secession, which was within her right as a sovereign state. T h e  
Federal G overnm ent was established fo r  the protection and not 
the destruction o f  r ig h ts ; it had only  the pow ers delegated by 
the states and hence had not the pow er o f  coercion . A labam a 
was devoted to  the U nion  but could  not consent to becom e a 
degraded  m em ber o f  it. T h e  State in seceding ought to  con 
sult the other Southern S ta tes ; but first, she must decide fo r  
herself, and co-operate  afterwards. T h e  convention, the g o v 
ernor said, w ou ld  not be a place fo r  the timid or  the rash. M en 
o f  w isdom  and experience were n e e d e d ; men w h o  could deter
mine what the honor  o f  the State and security o f  the people 
demanded, and w h o  had the m oral cou rage  to carry out the dic
tates o f  their honest ju d gm en t.”

“ O n  January 7th, every one o f  the one hundred delegates 
was present. It was a splendid body  o f  men, the best the people 
cou ld  send.”

T h e  delegates to the convention  w ere com posed  o f  “ seces
sionists,”  w h o  wanted A labam a to w ithdraw  from  the U nion  
without regard to  the action o f  the other states ; “ co-operation - 
ists,”  w h o  were not in entire a c c o r d ; som e wanted co-operation  
o f  the Southern States with the U nion  in order to fo rce  their 
rights from  the central g o v e rn m e n t ; while others o f  them 
wanted the Southern States to  com e to an agreement within 
the U n ion  and then secede, and fo rm  a C o n fe d e r a c y ; still 
others wanted the cotton states to have a clear understanding 
am on g  themselves be fore  seceding.

T he  secessionists were in the m ajor ity  and controlled the 
convention. N orth  Alabam a voted  with the minority, the 
“ co -operationists.”  T hree  o f  the m inority leaders, seven in 
number, w ere  from  H untsville : N icholas Davis, Jeremiah 
Clemens, and D avid  P. L e w i s ; all o f  w h om  afterwards became 
doubtful o f  the fortunes o f  w ar and “ went over  to the enem y.”

W h e n  the convention settled dow n  to business, practically 
the only question presenting itself was, “ H o w  to seced e?”  T h e  
first resolution which was unanimously adopted was “ that the
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people o f  A labam a w ou ld  not submit to  the administration o f  
L incoln  and H am lin .”

M a d iso n ’s delegates, like those from  other N orth  A labam a 
counties, opp osed  the m ajor ity  and w ere  styled “ obstruction 
ists.”  A m o n g  the most prominent o f  these was Davis, w h o 
threatened armed resistance by N orth  A labam a to the measures 
adopted in the convention , and insisted on  a submission o f  the 
measures to a popular vote, fo r  ratification. M r. D avis later 
changed his views, probably  realizing that his form er remarks 
w ere  hasty and im provident, declaring  that he and all N orth  
A labam a w ou ld  cheerfully  stand by the State in the com in g  
conflict. Jeremiah Clemens was at first an “ obstructionist,”  but 
later becam e less conciliatory  tow ard  the U n ion  and opposed 
sending a com m ission  to treat with the governm ent at W a s h 
ington. U p on  the secession o f  the State and the fo rm in g  o f  
the R epublic  o f  A labam a, Clemens was placed in com m and o f  
its troops.

Huntsville and M adison  county freely and without resent
ment accepted the will o f  the State, and busied themselves 
about m aking  ready fo r  the changed conditions. L oya lty  to 
the “ R epublic  o f  A labam a”  was universal and pronounced , even 
on  the part o f  all those leaders w ho had opposed  unconditional 
secession.

A fte r  the adoption o f  the ordinances o f  secession, the leaders 
o f  the victorious m ajor ity  stepped aside and handed over  to the 
m inority leaders, to a great extent, the reins o f  au th or ity ; for  
the sake o f  harm ony, entrusting to them the w ork  o f  organ iz ing  
the new governm ent. A labam a sent nine delegates to the P ro 
visional C ongress, three o f  w hom , R . H . W alk er , D avid  P. 
L ew is  and D r. T hom as Fearn, all anti-secessionists, were 
from  Huntsville.

F o llow in g  close upon the heels o f  these proceedings by the 
State, w ar with the N orth  became imminent. S o  intense was 
the feeling that no middle grou nd  cou ld  be o c c u p ie d ; one was 
either for, or against the State and loyal to its interests.

T h ere  were to be found am on g  the mountains o f  N orth  A la 
bama and southern and eastern Tennessee, many “ tories,”  
parties afraid to declare themselves fo r  either side. Usually 
they leant tow ard  the side o f  power. S o  great did the d isaffec
tion am on g  the mountain people becom e that during  the early 
part o f  18G1 a propaganda was put out, by them, for  the fo rm 
ing o f  the free State o f  “ N ick -a -Jack .”  T h e  name chosen
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being that o f  an Indian village in Jackson county, A labam a.2 
T h e  tories p rom otin g  this scheme had as their ob ject  the estab
lishment o f  a new State to be carved out o f  A labam a and T e n 
nessee, in much the same fashion as W e s t  V irg in ia  was form ed 
from  V irg in ia  by the tories and U n ion  sympathizers o f  that 
State. T h e  governm ent was to be neutral, neither a m em ber o f  
the C onfederacy, n or  o f  the U n i o n ; a sort o f  city o f  re fuge  fo r  
themselves and other cow ard ly  scamps. T h e  plans met with 
no general support and failure resulted. T h rou gh ou t  the war 
and during  R econstruction  this same breed o f  vultures preyed 
upon the people o f  this section. V am pires  they were, g o rg in g  
their lusts, passions, and prejudices.

CONDITIONS DURING T H E  W A R

M o n tg o m e ry  having been selected as the first capital o f  the 
C onfederate  States o f  A m erica , all A labam a was astir with 
war-like preparations and activities. „Huntsville  became the 
seat o f  things generally fo r  N orth  Alabama. H ere , during the 
early part o f  1861, fou r  thousand Confederate  soldiers were 
stationed, awaiting supplies and equipment. T h e y  remained 
here several months be fore  they could be armed fo r  the field.3

D evotion  and loyalty to the S ou th ’s cause, and a firm belief 
that it was right and just in the eyes o f  G od  and man were 
manifest on all sides. T h e  energies o f  the entire com m unity  
were rendered in a supreme effort, continuing throughout the 
fou r  years o f  b loodshed, to uphold the h onor  o f  the State and 
the South.

T h e  w om en  o f  the South, fittingly denominated the “ W o m e n  
o f  the C o n f e d e r a c y f r o m  the first, gave untiringly, lavishly, 
and cheerfu lly  o f  their very  best fo r  the success o f  the C on fed 
eracy. T h e ir  labors were consecrated upon the altars o f  love 
and devotion. T h ru gh ou t those fou r  years o f  untold and inde
scribable hardships and privations, they suffered and endured, 
without murm ur, as only w om en can suffer and endure. T h ey  
yielded to the sw ord  o f  the enemy, without protest and without 
reproach, their loved o n e s ; and when the war was ended and 
their battle-scarred heroes returned hom e, foot -sore  and weary, 
broken in health and spirit, these same noble w om en  by their 
ow n  heroic exam ple o f  fortitude and unselfish devotion  sus
tained them in their determination and endeavor to  reclaim

2 C iv i l  W a r  anti R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  F le m i n g ,  p a g e  111 .
3 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  80 .
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their  o w n ,  th is b e lo v e d  S o u th la n d ,  and  sa ve  the shattered  r e m 
nants o f  its g l o r y  an d  its g r a n d e u r  f r o m  the ra p a c io u s  m a w  o f  
th o se  g o th s  an d  van d a ls ,  the C a r p e t -b a g g e r  and  the S c a la w a g .

D u rin g  the early years o f  the w ar there was organ ized  at 
H untsville  a “ L ad ies ’ H um ane S ociety ,”  w hose  ob ject  was to 
make endurable the life  o f  the Confederate  soldier at the front. 
E very  m onth throughout the war, this society sent large boxes  
o f  c lothing  and supplies, and tokens o f  love and affection, to 
the men in the ranks from  N orth  A labam a.4 M u ch , if  not all, the 
clothing, including the uniform  w orn  by the C onfederate  sol
diers from  Huntsville , and throu ghou t the entire South as 
well, were m ade by  the hands o f  the w om en  o f  the C o n fed 
eracy. V e r ily  did they sustain the armies o f  the C onfederacy  
and make it possible to keep them in the field those aw fu l fou r  
years.

R e l ig i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s  at H u n tsv i l le  c o n tr ib u te d ,  b o th  sp ir 
itua lly  and  substantia lly , t o  the C o n fe d e r a te  cause . W h e n  
co m p a n ie s  d e p a rte d  f o r  the fr o n t ,  specia l r e l ig io u s  se rv ices  
w e r e  h eld  and  d iv in e  b le ss in g s  w e r e  in v o k e d  u p o n  them  an d  the 
C o n fe d e r a te  S tates  o f  A m e r ic a .  S ecta r ian ism  w a s  m e r g e d  in to  
a so l id if ied  C h rist ian  b o d y  an d  thus th ey  la b ored  th r o u g h o u t  
the w a r .

In the early part o f  1861 the Episcopal, M ethodist, P resby 
terian and Cumberland Presbyterian Churches dismantled their 
spires o f  bells, and sent them to H o l ly  Springs, Mississippi, 
w here they w ere smelted and cast into cannon, to be know n 
as the “ Bell Battery o f  H untsville .”  T h o u g h  given to the 
C onfederate  States o f  A m erica  at such noble sacrifice, this bat
tery served only  a very  limited time, as it was captured by the 
Federals on  A pril 11, 1862, in a raid on  Huntsville.®

CONDITIONS RESULTING FROM FE D E R A L RAID IN 1862

Huntsville  did not fall into the hands o f  the Federals until 
April 11, 1862, when General O . M . Mitchell raided N orth  
A labam a.0 P robably  the greatest destruction and loss o f  p rop 
erty, throughout all A labam a d u rin g  the w ar was effected when 
the Federals took  possession o f  Huntsville. H ere  they cap
tured and confiscated practically all the rolling stock o f  the 
M em phis and Charleston R ailroad, which had been collected

4 C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A la b a m a ,  p a g e  2 4 4 .
o C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  In A la b a m a ,  p a g e  2 2 4 .
« C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  G2.
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at Huntsville  pending  removal to  a m ore secure place. This  
irreparable loss was caused through the treachery o f  a tele
graph operator. T h e  railroad shops located here were co m 
pletely demolished. U p on  evacuating Huntsville the Federals 
burned all bridges a long  the system throughout N orth  A la 
bama, tore  up the tracks, heated the rails and cured them 
around trees so as to render them unfit fo r  further use, and 
burned and w recked  all other property  be lon g in g  to the road. 
B y  the end o f  the war the com pany had lost all its tangible 
property, and in addition thereto $1,195,166.79 invested in se
curities o f  the Confederate States o f  A m erica .7 A  consider
able portion o f  this loss was upon the citizens o f  Huntsville and 
M adison  county, w h o  w ere  heavy investers in the com pany. 
A s  a concom itant o f  this raid, m any o f  H untsville ’ s most p rom i
nent and beloved citizens were made prisoners and taken N orth, 
as a sort o f  hostage, where they w ere confined. A  Federal 
army post was established at H untsville  upon the withdrawal 
o f  the raiders.

A s  a result o f  this raid, conditions in and about Huntsville 
becam e very  unsettled, be ing  filled with explosive possibilities. 
T his  unrest was especially prevalent am on g  the class know n as 
“ tories.”  T h e ir  inherent cow ard ice  made o f  them a ready prey 
to  their fears and apprehensions. In 1862 Clement C om er Clay 
stated, “ H untsville  is the center o f  d isaffection.”

T h e  com m unity  was filled with deserters from  the C o n fe d 
erate r a n k s ; som e com ing  from  the com m issioned ranks, 
“ tories,”  “ renegades,”  and “ traitors”  abounded. T hese  un
principled wastrels often  acted as spies and aided and abetted 
the Federal troops in their carnival o f  pillage and outrage 
against the defenseless ones o f  the com m unity. M u ch  o f  the 
carnage and vandalism visited upon the com m unity  was at the 
hands o f  these dastardly wretches themselves, under the p ro 
tection or  with the connivance o f  the federal troops. M any 
were the instances o f  murder, rapine and arson com m itted by 
these utlaws, under the guise o f  federal authority or  while 
w earing  the u niform  o f  the federal soldier.8

F rom  accounts o f  these despicable characters, it w ould  seem 
that their lust fo r  b lood  was oftentim es indulged just to make 
a “ R om an  holiday.”  O n e o f  the most atrocious o f  crimes on 
record  occurred  when “ twenty federals o r  disguised tories, led

i C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  in  A la b a m a ,  p a g e  2 5 9 .
8 C i v i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  In A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  117 .
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by a tory  from  M adison  county, killed an old man, his son, a 
nephew and his son and m urdered a fifth person by th row in g  
him into the Tennessee river. W h e n  he caught hold o f  the 
branches on the bank, they beat and shot him until dead.”  
Death was the penalty paid by one enrolling men into the C on 
federate ranks. O ne such o ff icer  was fo rced  to w ade into the 
river, where he was shot to death fro m  the bank. B lo o d y  v io 
lence was done almost daily. O verseers w h o  had concealed 
stock from  the raiders w ere hung. A  Confederate  o ff icer  was 
robbed o f  several thousand dollars and then driven from  the 
county .9

T hese  m arauding  outlaws facetiously styled themselves “ D e 
stroying A n g e ls .” 10 A ga in , in 1863, Huntsville was invaded by 
federal troops under General Stanley. L a rg e  quantities o f  
stores and supplies were seized and carried off. O ther than 
this, how ever, no outrages were com m itted or  v iolence inflicted 
upon the inhabitants.11

N ot  only were the inhabitants o f  the tow n and county  ter
rorized and preyed upon by these vultures, but the merest 
detail o f  life and com m ercial activity was circum scribed by the 
martial law, en forced  by  the federal troops stationed at the 
army post here. A ll  business was regulated and supervised 
at their sweet w i l l ; all stores and supplies were in their hands 
and at their mercy. Prices ( t o  those loyal to the C on fed eracy )  
on all articles o f  clothing, and fo o d  were raised to heights 
hitherto unknow n. Even the necessaries o f  life cou ld  be pur
chased only fo r  cash with federal currency. T h e  brutality o f  
this last measure— whereby only federal currency was re co g 
nized as a medium o f  exch ange— can scarcely be im agined, so 
broad  and disastrous was its effect. T h e  suffering and hard
ships produced  thereby cannot be described. Suffice it to say, 
this measure served to make all things practically prohibitive to 
those loyal to the South. T h e  people had no federal currency 
and little enough  Confederate  currency.

F rom  time to time the o ff icer  in com m and at Huntsville 
established the charges to  be m ade for  articles o f  general use, 
as for  e x a m p le :

“ Green tea,— poor  quality,— per pound... ..................................$4.00
C om m on rough trousers, per pair................................................$13.00

» C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  119 .
10 C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A la b a m a ,  p a g e  120.
11 C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  In A la b a m a ,  p a g e  76.
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Boots, per pair.. 
Shoes, per pair. 2$5.00-$12.00”

.$25.00

A fte r  the establishment o f  the federal army post here in 
1862 Colonel H orn er  was m ade provost-m arshal at Huntsville. 
D u rin g  his regim e many outrages w ere  perpetrated by him 
upon private citizens, non-combatants. H e  it was that sum 
m oned be fore  him, as such marshal, D r. T hos . Fearn, and 
R everends Banister and R oss  to answer certain questions p ro 
pounded  by  h i m ; upon their refusal— the very  thing he most 
desired— they w ere to be banished from  the county. This, and 
m any other such acts o f  wanton abuse were heaped upon the 
heads o f  the defenseless citizens at the suggestion and upon the 
advice o f  Jeremiah Clemens and Judge Lane, as history has 
already recorded .13

U n d er  the supervision o f  the altruistic ( ?) governm ent at the 
N orth , the federal troops in this vicinity confiscated the ele
gant hom e and properties o f  E x -G o v e rn o r  Reuben Chapman, 
in 1863, to the use o f  a n egro  regiment, and banished Governer 
Chapman from  the county, after confin ing him in prison fo r  a 
time. T h e  house was finally burned. T o w a r d  the latter part 
o f  the war and during  the miserable years fo l low in g  thereafter, 
this plantation was used as a cam p for  re fugee  negroes. It is 
estimated that b e fore  A ugu st, 1864, several hundred negroes 
were received and there supported in profligate idleness by the 
federal governm ent. Chaplain Stokes was in com m and o f  the 
C am p.14

It was no u ncom m on thing fo r  federal officers  to desert, 
while stationed in the South. T h e  possibilities o f  wealth and 
aggrandizem ent were the prime causes fo r  such action. T h e  
business m ost generally taken up by them, was speculating in 
cotton. T h o u g h  others directed their efforts tow ard obtaining 
m onopolies  o f  the business interests o f  the tow n and public util
ities. O ne striking instance o f  the tem pting influence o f  this 
speculative fever was to be found at Huntsville, where a form er 
beef contractor fo r  the federal army, having grow n  rich in cot
ton speculations, ow n ed  and controlled nearly all o f  the co m 
mercial interests o f  the tow n, including both hotels, the water 
w ork s  and gas plant. Needless to  say exorbitant charges were

12 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  ISO.
13 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A la b a m a ,  p a g e  G4.
14 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A la b a m a ,  p a g e  4 2 1 .
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exacted fo r  all things, by  this free booter, w hose  sole purpose 
was to loot the com m unity  o f  its last farthing.15

A s  the years rolled past conditions g rew  infinitely worse. 
T h e  continued presence o f  the federal troops only  rendered 
the situation m ore desperate and depraved. Huntsville  became, 
as it were, a haven o f  re fu ge  fo r  the w orst class o f  man know n 
to history, though present with us throughout the ages— the 
“ deserter.”  T hese  traitors to the C onfederate  cause w h o  
flocked here, were infinitely m ore  destitute o f  principle and 
unm ercifu l in their depredations on  the com m unity  than any 
federal soldier ever dared to  be.

PROM INENT DESERTERS A N D  TORIES

This same title m ay be found at page 124 o f  F lem in g ’s Civil 
W a r  and R econstruction . T h is  alone does not excite our 
curiosity. H o w e v e r ,  it is with an increasing interest that w e 
read the text o f  that subdivision, and great is the humiliation 
and chagrin  when we find that fou r  out o f  the five men in all 
A labam a, w hose  conduct was such as to cause their names to 
be enrolled under this caption, w ere  from  Huntsville.

T h e  author yields to  the superior abilities o f  M r. F lem ing, 
and here quotes the text o f  his w ork  dealing with these fou r  
m e n :

“ General Jeremith Clemens, w h o  had been in com m and o f  
the militia o f  A labam a with the rank o f  M a jor -G en era l,  becam e 
disgruntled and went ov er  to the enemy. In the secession 
convention , Clemens had declared that ‘he walked deliberately 
into rebellion,’ and w as prepared fo r  its consequences. H e  
first opposed, then voted  for , the ordinance o f  secession, and 
a fterw ards accepted the o ff ice  o f  com m ander o f  the militia 
under the ‘R epublic  o f  A labam a.’ F o r  a year Clemens was 
loyal to the ‘ rebellion,’ but in 1862 he had seen the light and 
wished to g o  to W ash in gton  as the representative o f  N orth  
A labam a to learn from  President L incoln  in what w ay  the 
controversy  m ight be ended. T h e  W ash in gton  administration, 
by  that time, had little faith in any fo l low in g  he mi^ht have, 
and when Clemens with John Bell started fo r  W ash in gton , 
Stanton advised them to stay at hom e and use their influence 
fo r  the U n io n .”  T his  fo rm er  U nited States Senator from  
A labam a— 1849-1853, n ow  a despised deserter, spent much o f  
his time within the safety o f  the U nion  lines about Nashville,

is C ivil W a r  and Reconstruction in A la b am a, page 194.
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fr o m  where he harassed and persecuted the people o f  this 
section, his form er neighbors and friends, those w h o  had hon
ored  and respected him. H e  finally went N orth  where he was 
kn ow n  as the “ A rch  T ra itor ,”  and died at Philadelphia a few  
years after  the war.

“ G eorge  W .  Lane, also o f  M adison  county, was a prominent 
man w h o  cast his lot with the federals. L ane never recognized  
secession, and was an outspoken Unionist from  the beginning. 
H e  was appointed federal ju d g e  by L incoln  and died in 1864. 
In A pril , 1861, Clemens w rote  to the Confederate  Secretary o f  
W a r  that the acceptance o f  a U nited States judgesh ip  by Lane 
was treason and the N orth  A labam a men w ould  gladly  hang 
him. General O . M . M itchell seemed to think that the negroes 
w ere  the on ly  truly loyal, but he recom m ended  in M ay , 1862, 
that when a military governm ent should be established in 
A labam a, G eorge  W .  Lane, the U nited States district ju d g e  
appointed by Lincoln , be appointed military govern or . L a n e ’s 
faded U nited  States flag still flew from  the staff to which he 
had nailed it at the beginn ing  o f  the war, and his appointment 
as govern or , Mitchell thought, w ou ld  g ive  the greatest satis
faction to H untsville  and all N orth  A labam a.

“ D avid  P. Lew is, o f  M adison  county, a m em ber o f  the seces
sion convention  o f  1861, voted  against secession, but signed 
the ordinance, and was elected to the Provisional Congress by 
the convention , and in 1863 was appointed circuit ju d g e  by  the 
govern or . T his  position he held fo r  a few  months and then 
deserted to the federals. D u r in g  the remainder o f  the w ar he 
lived quietly at Nashville .”

“ A n oth er  prom inent citizen o f  M adison  county, Judge D. C. 
H um phreys, jo ined  the federals late in the war. H um phreys 
had been in the Confederate arm y and resigned. H e  was ar
rested by General R o d d y  on  the charge o f  disloyalty. It is not 
know n that he was ever tried or  put into prison, but in January, 
1865, H on . Clement C om er Clay, and other prom inent citizens 
o f  Huntsville, o f  Southern sympathies, all o ld  men, were ar
rested and carried to prison at Nashville, as hostages fo r  the 
safety o f  H um phreys, w h o  had been released by order  o f  the 
C onfederate  W a r  Department, as soon as the rum or o f  his 
arrest reached R ichm ond. Later H um phreys  became a m em 
ber o f  the first C arpet-bag Legislature o f  A labam a, and finally 
ju d g e  o f  the Suprem e Court o f  the District o f  C olum bia.10

is Civil W a r  and R econstruction in A la b a m a , page 404.
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H e  was know n at the X o rth  as the “ Crazy M a n .”  A fte r  the 
close o f  the war he returned to A labam a to  garner the spoils o f  
Reconstruction  and became the contending  man fo r  the p r o 
visional governorsh ip  o f  A labam a under the “ C arpet-bag”  ad
ministration.”

CONDITIONS TO W A R D  CLOSE OF TH E  W A R

A s  the  p o w e r  and  s tren g th  o f  the C o n fe d e r a c y  w a n e d ,  d is 
a f fe c t io n  a m o n g  a certa in  e lem en t in th is part o f  the State 
b e c a m e  m a rk e d ,  and  m a n i fe s te d  itse lf  f r o m  tim e t o  t im e  in 
v a r io u s  w a y s .  T h is  h osti l ity  t o w a r d  the C o n fe d e r a c y  d id  n ot 
g o  u n a p p la u d e d  o r  u n a id e d  b y  the fed era l g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  
fo m e n ta t io n  o f  in terna l s tr i fe  an d  d is c o r d  w a s  b y  n o  m ea n s  a 
sm all p a rt  o f  the duties to  be  p e r fo r m e d  b y  the o f f i c e r  in c o m 
m a n d  o f  a U n io n  a r m y  p o s t  in the  S ou th .

T heir  efforts w ere  augm ented by  the energies o f  the “ A rch  
T ra itor ,”  Clemens, and the “ Crazy M an ,”  H um phreys  and 
Judge Lane, w h o  figured as advisers to their friends and fo r 
m er fe llow  citizens in recom m ending  submission. D u r in g  the 
early part o f  1864 U nion  meetings were being  held in those 
parts o f  N orth  A labam a subjugated  by  federal troops. T hese  
meetings were encouraged  and protected by the U nion  o fficers  
in com m and. On march 5th o f  this year a thinly attended 
reconstruction m eeting was held in Huntsville, at w hich  C lem 
ens presided. O rth o d o x ,  anti-Confederate  and strong  U nion  
speeches were m ade by both the “ A rch  T ra ito r ”  and the “ Crazy 
M an .”  T h e  latter o f  w hom  submitted some elaborate plans 
fo r  immediate return to the U nion , calling upon the govern or  
to  hold a convention to consider a return to the U n ion .17

E arly  in 1865 peace m eetings were held throughout A la 
bama, G eorg ia  and Mississippi. Com m issioners were sent to 
W ash in gton  and tories and deserters organized. T h is  peace 
party expected to gain the A u gu st  elections and elect as g o v 
ernor J. C. Bradley, o f  H untsville .18 T h e  local chapter o f  this 
peace society was know n as the “ U nion  or  L oya l L ea g u e .” 19 

T h e  character o f  w arfare, conducted in these parts, g rew  
infinitely w orse and less considerate o f  non-combatants, as the 
endurance o f  the South and the superior fighting qualities o f  
the Confederates gave w ay— respectively— to superior re
sources and numbers. In some instances, notably the treatment

it C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A la b a m a ,  p a g e s  1 4 3 -1 4 5 .
is C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A la b a m a ,  p a g e  140.
i» C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  55G.
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o f  Captain F. B. Gurley, o f  this county, the ord inary  rules o f  
com ity  and w arfare were not recognized. H on orab le  v ictory  
on  the field o f  battle was not enough. T h e  South must be 
crushed and her leaders humiliated and made to pay the pen
alty. N o  amount o f  persecution was sufficient to satiate the 
inordinate thirst fo r  revenge o f  some o f  the federal com m and
ers. M r. F lem in g  tells us in his graphic w ay o f  the treatment 
accorded  that gallant and fearless cavalry com m ander, Captain
F. B. Gurley, w h o  yet lives in this county, a short distance 
from  the tow n which bears his n a m e : “ In a skirmish in North  
A labam a, General R . L. M cC o o k  was shot by  Captain Gurley 
o f  R ussell ’s Fourth  A labam a C avalry .”  T h e  op p osin g  forces 
consisted o f  regular enlisted and com m issioned soldiers and 
officers , on both sides, not free hooters and ‘bush-w hackers,’ but 
duly accredited com m ands. Shortly after the Confederates 
engaged  the federals, the latter were routed and General 
M c C o o k  attempted his escape in a carriage. In the hand-to- 
hand engagem ent which ensued during the running fight the 
occupant o f  the carriage, though unknow n at the time, was 
w ounded  by a shot fired by Captain Gurley as he passed the 
conveyance  in pursuit o f  the fleeing enemy. T h e  report was 
spread through the federal ranks that Captain Gurley had 
slipped upon the ambulance train bearing the w ounded  from  
the engagem ent and had fired upon and killed General M cC o o k , 
while he lay helpless upon a stretcher in one o f  the wagons. 
Continuing, F lem ing  s a y s : “ T h e  federals spread the report 
a m on g  the soldiers that he had been murdered, and as the fed 
eral com m ander reported, ‘many o f  the soldiers spread them
selves over  the country and burned all the property  o f  the 
rebels in the vicinty, and shot a rebel lieutenant w ho was on 
fu r lou gh . ’ E ven  the house o f  the fam ily w ho had ministered 
to  General M c C o o k  in his last mom ents was burned to the 
ground. T h e  old men and boys for  miles around were arrested. 
T h e  o ff icer  w ho was shot was at hom e on a furlough  and sick. 
General D o d g e ’s com m and com m itted many depredations in 
retaliation fo r  the death o f  M cC o o k . A  year later Captain 
G urley was captured and sentenced to be hanged. T h e  C o n fed 
erate authorities threatened retaliation, and he was then treated 
as a prisoner o f  war. A fte r  the close o f  the war he was again 
arrested and kept in jail and in irons fo r  many months at N ash 
ville and Huntsville. A t  last he was liberated.” 20

20 Civil W a r  and Reconstruction in A lab am a, page 05-00.
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N o  men, except the aged and infirm were left in the country. 
T h e  population was com posed  chiefly o f  w om en  and children. 
T h e  people su ffered fearfully , and m any o f  them had to leave 
the country in ord er  to live.

A s  the Germ ans are accused o f  d o in g  in the present E u r o 
pean war, the federals made it a rule to hold a com m unity  re
sponsible fo r  all attacks upon U n ion  troops by the Confederate  
soldiers. A s  fo r  instance,— and by no means an u ncom m on one 
— in IS fi i  General M . L . Smith ordered the arrest o f  “ five o f  
the best rebels,”  in the vicinity o f  a C onfederate  attack on one 
o f  the companies, even g o in g  so far as to arrest five m o re  
near the place where a U nion  sympathizer had been assaulted.21

F R E E D M A N ’S BU REAU

T h e  F reedm an ’s Bureau, ostensibly a labor and em ploym ent 
bureau, was established at Huntsville  some time during  the 
early part o f  18G5. A t  first these bureaus were conducted by 
the federal military authorities, but after the w ar their m anage
ment was entrusted to “ loyal U nion  m en,”  “ C arpet-baggers.”  
T hese  institutions, if properly  conducted, m ight have been o f  
inestimable w orth  to the nation as a whole, serving in a large 
m easure to readjust the shattered econ om ic  conditions at the 
South. But such was not their purpose, and as a consequence 
their presence threatened the very  existence o f  civilization at 
the South, and for  a time substituted Ethiopian fo r  Caucasian 
supremacy. T hese, and many other such influences, created a 
pressing necessity fo r  some sort o f  social regulator. A n d  out 
o f  these conditions logically  resulted the “ Invisible E m p ire ”  
w hose  mandates w ere  executed by the K u -K lu x -K la n .

T h e  veteran w h o  w ore the gray, after L e e ’s surrender, 
returned to his form er home, neither ashamed nor afraid for  
the course so lately and v igorou s ly  pursued. H e  accepted the 
fortunes o f  w ar with heroic resignation and yielded his w eap
ons o f  destruction without protest or  shame, and returned to 
the pursuits o f  civil life with that same determination and in
domitable will and energy  which had made o f  him such a 
form idable  foe. H e  was in no wise daunted or  abashed to find, 
upon his return, all his form er slaves supported and protected 
in dangerous idleness, and incited to insulting behavior by the 
b u r e a u ; his plantation grievously  su ffering from  protracted 
neglect, but worst o f  all, his house burned and no hand to

21 Civil W a r  and R econstruction in A lab am a, page G6.
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assist in the  e rect ion  o f  another . S tr ip p e d  o f  e v e ry  v e s t ig e  o f  
p r o p e r t y  and person al e ffects .

T h e  f o r m e r  slaves, d a zed  and  b e w ild e re d  as th ey  w e re  by  
su d d en  e m a n c ip a t ion  f r o m  w o r k  and  the n ecess ity  th e r e fo r  as 
a m ea n s  o f  su p p ort ,  to  a f r e e d m a n ; a p ro ce s s  o f  e v o lu t io n  
w h o l ly  b e y o n d  their  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ; d eserted  th e  p lantation  
and  f lo ck ed  to  the  b u rea u  o r  r e fu g e e  c a m p s ; w h ere  th ey  re 
c e iv e d ,  w ith o u t  c h a rg e ,  f r o m  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  fo o d ,  c lo th in g ,  
shelter  a n d  m ed ica l  a tten tion — fr o m  w h ich  the m o r ta lity  w as 
grea t .  T h u s  su p p o r te d  in id leness  and  e n c o u r a g e d  to  laziness, 
the n e g r o  b e c a m e  a p re y  to  all so r ts  o f  v a g a r ie s .  T h e y  w e re  
lead  to  b e l iev e  that w h e n  the w a r  w a s  o v e r  each  w o u ld  rece ive , 
at the h an d s  o f  the fe d e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  “ f o r t y  a cres  and a 
m u le ,”  the p r o p e r t y  o f  the f o r m e r  m aster . E v e n  to  this day, 
th ere  m a y , in rare  instances , b e  f o u n d  an o ld  e x -s la v e  w h o  is 
still h o ld in g  to  the id le  d re a m  that this d isp en sat ion  is ye t  to  
c o m e .

T h e r e  w a s  usu ally  g re a t  d isp u te  b e tw een  the slaves as to  
w h o  w a s  to  g e t  th e  fo r t y  a cres  u p o n  w h ich  w as  situated the 
“ b i g  h o u s e ” — the p lantation  h o m e  o f  the  m aster.

S o  f irm ly  had these fa n c ies  and  the in cl in a tion  to  co n t in u e  
id le  fas ten ed  th em se lv es  u p o n  the su b je c t ,  that even  the bureau  
and m ilita ry  au th or it ies  b e c a m e  a larm ed . T o  foresta ll  the 
fu rth e r  sp rea d  o f  such  d e m o r a l iz in g  ten d en cies ,  the fed era l 
au th or it ies ,  in 18(55, issued  an o r d e r  r e q u ir in g  all n e g r o e s  at 
H u n tsv i l le  to  g o  to  w o rk ,  o r  to  b e  f o r c e d  to  d o  so  b y  the troop s .

In  ju s t ic e  t o  the e x -s la v e ,  be  it said, this d i lem m a  w as  p r o b 
ab ly  n o t  w h o l ly  his o w n  b la m e ;  f o r  the bu reau  co n tro l le d  e v e ry  
ph ase  o f  l i fe  and a c tiv ity  in the c o m m u n ity ,  and  co m p le te  
c h a r g e  w a s  taken  o f  the n e g r o e s .  S e r v ito r s  b y  n atu re  and  
tra in in g , th ey  n atu ra lly  lo o k e d  to  the “ m a ste r ”  f o r  d ire c t ion . 
T h e  activ it ies  o f  the bu reau , instead o f  b e in g  an aid  to  u se fu l 
e m p lo y m e n t  o f  the e x -s la v e ’ s tim e, w e re  its w o rs t  h in d ra n ce ,  
as w e  shall see.

P r im a r i ly ,  the co n d it io n s  o f  la b o r  u n d e r  the o ld  re lation  o f  
“ m a ster  a n d  s la v e ”  d id  n o t  ex ist . A  n e w  o r d e r  o f  th in gs  w as  
to be  fa ced . Its  so lu t ion  w a s  b y  n o  m ea n s  an easy  p r o b l e m ; 
f o r  d u r in g  the  f o u r  y ears  o f  w a r  p ra c t ica l ly  all c o m m e r c ia l  and 
ag r icu ltu ra l  activ it ies had been  su sp en d ed  at the S ou th . T h e  
m en  w e re  o f f  on  the field o f  battle. T h e  financial r esou rces  o f  
th e  c o m m u n ity  w e re  ex h a u s ted . F e d e ra l  c u r re n c y  w as  u n 
k n o w n ,  o r  n ea r ly  so. C o n fe d e r a te  c u r r e n c y  w as little m o r e  
than  a m y th ica l term  to  m o s t  o f  the inhabitants , and  it w as n o t
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legal tender in those sections controlled by U nion  forces, as was 
Huntsville.

L a b or  cou ld  only be em ployed  under the supervision o f  the 
bureau. W a g e  scales were established and en forced  by the 
federal authorities. Such a scale was put in fo rce  at H u n ts 
ville in 1864 by the “ F reed m an ’s H o m e  C o lo n y ” :

“ N o . 1 H ands, male 18-40 years o f  age, m inim um  w a ge  per 
month $25.00. N o . 2 H ands, m ale 14-18 years o f  age, mini
m um  w age  per month $20.00. N o  3 H ands, male 12-14 years 
o f  age, m inim um  w age  per m onth $15.00. C orresp ond ing  
classes o f  w om en  $18.00, $14.00 and $10.00 per month, respec
tively.” 22

In addition to these minim um  w ages to be paid by the 
planter, he was required to take care o f  the y o u n g  children o f  
the fam ily  hired by h im ; to furnish without charge a separate 
house fo r  each fam ily, with an acre o f  g rou nd  fo r  a garden, 
and without charge, medical attention fo r  the entire family, and 
sch oo ling  fo r  the c h i ld re n ; to sell fo o d  and clothing to the 
em ployee at cost, and lastly, to pay fo r  full time unless the 
laborer was sick or  refused to w o rk .23

In view  o f  the depleted econ om ic  and financial condition  o f  
the South, to hold  that the ex-slave cou ld  only  be em ployed on 
such terms and at such exorbitant w ages to be paid in United 
States currency, was gross ly  unfair to both em ployer and 
employee. Such restrictions rendered em ploym ent practically 
prohibitive. S o  we are not surprised to learn that in 1864 only 
tw o  hundred and five o f  all the ex-slave population o f  the 
county had obtained employm ent.

T hese  labor contracts had to be in w riting and receive the 
sanction o f  the bureau o r  military authorities, and witnessed 
by a “ friend o f  the freedm an.”  E ither party breaking  the 
contract was subject to trial by the provost-m arshal o r  a mili
tary com m ission . T h e  property  o f  the em ployer was liable to 
seizure for  wages.

S o  lon g  as these institutions were administered by the mili
tary authorities no charge was made the freedman fo r  prepar
in g  the labor contracts, and the n egro  thought the bureau his 
best friend. Later, at the close o f  the war, the bureaus were 
turned over  to the civil authorities and “ carpet-baggers”  were

22 c i v i l  W a r  aiul R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  41G. T h e  F r e e d 
m a n ’s  I l o m e  C o lo n y ”  w a s  s u p p la n te d  in 1 8 0 5  by  th e  “ F r e e d m a n ’s 
B u r e a u .”  T h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  tw o  w e r e  id e n t ic a l .

23 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A la b a m a ,  p a g e  4 2 3 .
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put in charge. T hen  a fee o f  $2.00 was charged the n egro  for  
each contract. This  produced  am on g  them a revulsion o f  feel
ing. T h e y  became suspicious and distrustful o f  the bureau.

So strong  and vindictive did this hate o f  the “ carpet-bag”  
agents o f  the bureau becom e am on g  the negroes in M adison  
county, that on M arch  12, 1866, some negroes o f  Huntsville 
and vicinity, tarred and feathered one o f  the bureau agents w ho 
had been charg ing  them $1.50 fo r  each contract.24 T h e  bureau 
authorities even went so far as to try title to and settle disputes 
over property, between slaves and their form er masters. M an y  
instances m ight be cited, but fo r  present purposes, one such 
happening at Huntsville will suffice :

General T h om as ordered a military com m ission  to arrogate 
to itself authority to settle a dispute over the hom e o f  a w id 
o w e d  white lady, as between her and her form er slave, with the 
result that she was turned out, and the negro given possession 
o f  the property .25

O n the slightest pretext the bureau authorities intervened. 
M an y  are the instances o f  persecution and injustice heaped 
upon the Southern whites by  these alien and rapacious agents. 
T h e ir  prejudices w ere strongly  against the whites and in favor  
o f  the blacks. T here  was, how ever, no purpose o f  bettering the 
condition  o f  the negro, but solely to punish the whites. A s  
they conceived  it, retribution and revenge cou ld  be m ore smart
ly inflicted by fo rc in g  the form er master to receive his ex-slave 
as a social equal and a political superior, than by  any other 
means.

It was o f  com m on  occurrence  that prominent citizens, m em 
bers o f  the proudest and m ost unyield ing o f  all races, were 
arrested, placed in chains, in some instances, and d ragged  
be fore  the bureau agent, and there in the presence o f  their 
form er slaves, humiliated, insulted and abused, all, all fo r  the 
amusement o f  the agents, and the dam ning effect it w ould  have 
over  the negroes. E ven  they were protected and incited to heap 
opprobrium  on their form er friends, their old masters. N o r  
w ere their outrages alone confined to this form  o f  torture o f  
the whites and protection o f  the blacks. T h e  latter were 
shielded from  all harm and permitted and incited to villanies 
and crim es with the approval o f  the authorities, provided, o f  
course, these acts o f  wantonness were against Southern whites. 
E ven  the law itself was not permitted to take its course with

24 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in A la b a m a ,  p a g e  4 3 5 .
25 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  in  A la b a m a ,  p a g e  41G.
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n egro  criminals, as fo r  in stan ce : “ In 1866, tw o  constables 
arrested a n e g ro  charged  with house burning  in T uscum bia , 
A labam a. Col. D. C. R u g g ,  the bureau agent at Huntsville, 
raised a force  o f  forty  negroes and went to the rescue o f  
the n egro  crim inal.”  C om in g  up with the officers  as they w ere  
about to board the train with the criminal, he said, “ I f  you  
attempt to put that n egro  on  the train, b lood  will be shed. I 
am acting under the orders o f  the M ilitary  Department. T hese  
m en— the n egroes— are not g o in g  to let you  take that prisoner 
away, and b lood  will be shed i f  you  attempt it.” 26 A ll  this, 
in order  that the culprit m ight be taken be fore  the bureau agent 
and acquitted after a m ock  trial.

In  con junction  with the F reed m an ’s Bureau, schools fo r  
freedm en w ere  operated. Shortly  be fore  the close o f  the w ar 
three o f  these schools were established at the re fugee  camps in 
the county. T w o  o f  them w ere  in H u n tsv il le ;  one be ing  on 
E x -G o v e r n o r  Chapm an ’ s plantation, which  was confiscated to 
the use o f  n egro  troops early in 1862, as above mentioned. 
A fte r  the war, schools fo r  the freedm en becam e very  num erous. 
A nother  was opened at Huntsville  by the “ Pittsburgh F reed - 
m en ’s A id  C om m ission .”  A ll  these schools were taught by 
N orthern  whites.27 F ro m  this time forw ard , all sorts and kinds 
o f  missionary, educational and benevolent societies and co m 
missions, financed at the N orth , and pro jected  and authorized 
by Congress, began to operate throughout the South. T h e  
m eagre success and g o o d  accom plished by these institutions, 
but dem onstrated the fallacy o f  w isdom , theoretically applied, 
at lon g  range, and sense at short taw.

T h ere  was the wildest desire a m on g  the blacks, both old 
and you ng , to learn to read and write. T h e  older ones wanted 
to learn to read the Bible. Little o r  no progress a long purely 
educational lines was made by the pu pil ; which  fact justly 
d iscouraged  and dampened the ardor o f  the m ore  conscientious 
o f  their white teachers. T h e  num ber o f  negroes learning to 
read in these schools was practically negligible.

In these schools, as a rule, reading and w rit ing  were not the 
essentials ta u g h t ; but on the contrary, distrust and bitter hatred 
o f  the form er master was ham m ered into the ignorant, gullible 
subject. T h e  ex-slave was made to believe that it was a special 
charge upon his dignity, as a freedm an to upbraid, shun,

20 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  4 4 1 .
27 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e s  4 5 8 -4 6 0 .
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insult and degrade Southern whites at all times and to lose no 
opportunity  o f  m aking h im self o ffensive to his form er master 
in particular. T h e  excuse given the n egro  fo r  these incendiary 
teachings was that the form er master wanted to re-enslave 
them and was their w orst enemy. A ssurances were repeatedly 
offered, that the bureau authorities were back o f  them and 
w ou ld  protect them in any sort o f  villainy.

T h e  fo rm er  master returned to his hom e after the war, with 
love  and com passion  in his heart fo r  the faithful old  negro, 
w h o  had protected and cared fo r  his w ife  and fam ily during  
his absence on the field o f  battle. H arm  h im ! Such was not 
rem otely in the thoughts o f  the Southern white. T h e  dream 
o f  the form er master to reward, protect and support these 
faithful negroes, was blasted and cou ld  have no enlarged appli
cation, so imbued had they becom e with the false doctrine re
ce ived  in the schools. M u ch  o f  the strife between the whites 
and the blacks, after the war, was fom ented in these so-called 
s c h o o ls ; and schools they were, not o f  education, how ever, but 
o f  vice, hate and crime.

In N ovem ber, 1866, B revet-C olonel J. B. Collis, o f  the V o l 
unteer R eserve  Corps, was put in com m and o f  the bureau at 
H untsville .28 U n d er  his leadership the bureau branched out 
into politics, local and State, and was organized  into some 
sort o f  a political “ league.”  T h e  mem bership consisted chiefly 
o f  negroes. Its purpose was to foist into position and pow er 
the “ carpet-baggers ,”  “ deserters,”  and “ scalaw ags,”  and scum 
o f  the earth generally, with w hich  Huntsville  was infested. 
T h e  leagues held secret meetings, and p ledged themselves and 
their mem bership to  mutual protection .29 T h e  negroes were 
especially suspicious and distrustful o f  Southern whites w h o 
had  becom e “ deserters and scalaw ags.”  T heir  respect fo r  these 
m oral perverts was no greater than that held fo r  them by  the 
men w h o  w ore  the gray. O n e notable instance o f  this distrust 
is to  be found, when the league at Huntsville refused admit
tance to one o f  its m eetings in the court house, to a notorious 
“ sca law ag”  o f  this com m unity , w h o  had form erly  been a re
spected m em ber o f  society. Little w on d er  that even the negroes 
were unwilling to align themselves with him, when w e rem em 
ber that he had represented M ad ison  county in the Secession 
Convention  o f  1861, and was chosen to succeed D r. T hom as

28 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  4 2 0 .
29 C iv il  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  5 5 7 .
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Fearn in the Confederate  Provisional Congress, and had co m 
m anded a battalion in the w ar fo r  a short w h i le ; on ly  fo r  a 
short while, h ow ever , as his loyalty to his State and his people 
was o f  equally short duration. H e  went over to the enemy 
and after the war, em braced with alacrity the “ carpet-bag”  
governm ent and its principles and returned am on g  his people to 
aid in the oppressions o f  reconstruction, and garner his share 
o f  its rich harvest.30

F R E E D M A N ’S B AN K S

A llied  with the F reed m an ’s Bureau w ere  savings banks, 
authorized by  act o f  C ongress and styled “ T h e  F reedm an ’s 
Savings & T ru st  C om p any .”  T h is  act received M r. L in co ln ’s 
approval on M arch  5, 1865. T h e  main o ff ice  o f  the bank was 
at W ash in gton . D u rin g  the early part o f  the R econstruction  
period  three branches w ere established in A labam a, at, H u n ts
ville, M obile  and M on tgom ery . T h rou g h ou t  the South many 
o f  the bureau agents w ere  placed in charge o f  the branches. 
T h e  fact that L incoln  had approved the plan and that it had 
the sanction o f  the federal governm ent, m ade the banks at 
once popular a m on g  the negroes.

A  pass b ook  was issued each n egro  depositor upon which 
was printed the rules and regulations govern ing . A lso  they 
were decorated with catchy, high sounding phrases, a s : “ Step 
by step we walk miles and w e  sew stitch by  stitch. W o r d  by 
w ord  w e read books, and cent by cent we g r o w  rich.”

S ix  per cent interest was paid time depositors. T his  benefit 
was featured by printed matter on the pass book , illustrating 
h ow  a saving o f  ten cents a day w ou ld  amount to $189.31 at 
the end o f  ten years.

O n ly  those negroes in and around Huntsville becam e deposi
tors. T h ose  in m ore remote sections o f  the county lived in 
ignorance o f  the existence o f  the bank. T h e  Huntsville  and 
M obile  branches were the largest and most prominent in the 
State. T h e  amount o f  business done by the local branch,— as 
shown by  the fo l lo w in g  table,— during  the first three years o f  
its existence, is surprising.

T h e  interest paid on lon g  time deposits in 1868— the first 
year— was $38.02. In M ay, 1869, the total deposits amounted 
to $17,603.29. T h e  statement o f  the condition  o f  the bank on 
M arch  31, 1870, reveals:

so Civil W a r  and R econstruction in A la b am a.
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T o t a l  d ep os its  to  M a r c h  31, 1870.........................................$89,445.10
T ota l num ber o f  depositors.................................................. . 500
A v e r a g e  amount deposited by each................................— 17.89
D raw n  out to  M arch  31, 1870.............................................. 70,586.60
Balance to M arch  31, 1870.....................................................  18,858.50
A v e ra g e  balance due to each depositor..........................  47.114
Spent for  land— k n ow n ................................................... _....... 1,900.00
D w ellin g  houses ........................................................................  800.00
Seeds, teams, and agricultural implements................... 5,000.00
E d u c a t io n ,  b o o k s ,  e tc .....................................................................  1 ,200 .00

T h e  affairs o f  the local branch during  the month o f  A ugust, 
1872, w ere  in splendid shape, and indicate rapid g r o w t h :

Deposits fo r  the m onth............................................................ $ 7,343.50
D rafts  fo r  the m onth ....................................................... - ........ 10,127.61
T ota l d e p o s it s ................................................................................416,617.72
T o t a l  d r a f t s .....................................................................................364,382.51
T ota l due depositors.................................................................  52,235.21

T h o u g h  the system continued to prosper, and its business 
increased, in 1874 it failed, through  the fraud o f  its m anagers 
and e m p lo y e e s ; entailing upon the negroes o f  the South a 
total loss o f  $3,299,201.00, and upon those at Huntsville  a loss 
o f  $35,963.00. Lafayette  R ob inson , a negro, was cashier o f  the 
local branch w hen the system failed.

T h ro u g h  the collapse o f  this monumental fraud, the w ork  
o f  the federal governm ent in gain ing the trust and confidence 
o f  the n egro  race was largely undone. H e  believed the F reed 
m an ’s Bureau had cheated h i m ; and he becam e suspicious o f  
all offers o r  efforts to aid him co m in g  from  the N orth , there
after.31

RECONSTRUCTION

T o  no Southern reader o f  this chapter does the term here 
used, as the caption o f  this sub-division, convey  the idea, that, 
beneficent processes o f  the o rd erly  rebuilding o f  its material 
resources and the re-assem bling and adjustm ent o f  its social 
and governm ental functions, w ere  n ow  in operation in the 
South. T o  him the term is the perfect personification o f  all 
that is infam ous, re-destruction rather than re-construction 
proper.

si Civil W a r  and R econstruction in  A la b am a, page 451-456.
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A f t e r  the c lo se  o f  the w a r ,  an d  m ilita ry  d isc ip lin e  w a s  re 
la x e d ,  c o n d i t io n s  b e ca m e  u n sp e a k a b ly  d ep ra v ed . H u n ts v i l le  and 
h er  c it izens s u f fe r e d  “ d e p red a t ion , r o b b e r y ,  m u r d e r ,  a rso n  and 
ra p in e ”  at the h an d s o f  m a r a u d in g  h o rd e s  o f  “ to r ie s ,”  “ sca la 
w a g s ”  a n d  fed era l  a n d  C o n fe d e r a te  “ d e s e rte rs .”  T h e  c o u n ty  
w as  o v e r r u n  w ith  this s cu m  o f  h u m a n ity ,  the f lo tsom  an d  je t 
sam  o f  ig n o m in y  itse lf .  F o r  a g re a t  w h ile  the loca l tr a f f i c  in 
w h isk e y  w a s  e n o rm o u s .  T h e  streets w e r e  c r o w d e d  w ith  the 
d ru n k en  an d  d e b a u ch e d ,  and law lessn ess  stalked  a b ro a d  u n 
b r id led .  T h e s e  co n d it io n s  w e re  accen tu a ted  b y  the p resen ce ,  in 
la rg e  n u m b e rs ,  o f  lad ies  o f  easy  v i r t u e ; w h o  b y  their  in d e 
ce n t  d e m e a n o r  in all p la ces , an d  e sp ec ia lly  p u b lic  t h o r o u g h 
fares , lent an  air  o f  d e g r e d a t io n  to  the entire  c o m m u n ity .

T h e r e  can  be  little d o u b t  that la w lessn ess  h a d  re a ch e d  d a n 
g e r o u s  p r o p o r t io n s ,  w h e n  w e  learn  that the P r o v is io n a l  G o v 
e r n o r  P a r so n s ,  a “ lo y a l ”  U n io n  m a n , d e e m e d  it n ecessa ry  to  
in vest  the m a y o r  o f  H u n ts v i l le  w ith  specia l and  e x tr a o r d in a r y  
p o w e r s  to  su p p ress  v io le n ce .  T h e s e  d e p lo ra b le  co n d it io n s  w e re  
n o t  co n fin e d  to  the to w n  a lon e  bu t e x is ted  t h r o u g h o u t  the  
cou n ty .

F o r m e r  c itizens o f  the c o u n ty ,  w h o  had  b e c o m e  “ to r ie s ”  d u r 
in g  the w a r  and th r o u g h  fe a r  h ad  le ft  the c o u n tr y ,  n o w  re tu rn ed  
to  v en t th e ir  hate an d  a v e n g e  their  o w n  s e l f - im p o s e d  d is h o n o r ,  
u p on  the d e fen se less ,  w h o  had  lain  d o w n  the w e a p o n s  o f  w a r  
and taken  u p  th ose  o f  pea ce .  T h e i r  lust f o r  b l o o d  and  in 
satiable  d es ire  f o r  r e v e n g e  k n e w  n o  b o u n d s  an d  r e c o g n iz e d  n o  
ties. C o n fe d e r a te  veteran s  n o w  p u rs u in g  the arts o f  pea ce ,  w e re  
d e libera te ly  sh ot  and k illed  w h ile  sea ted  w ith  the rem n an ts  o f  
their  fam ilies  a r o u n d  th e ir  firesides, and  w h ile  at w o r k  in the 
fie lds.32

T h e s e  g en era l  c o n d it io n s  and  sp ecia l in flu ences  c o -o p e r a te d  
to m a k e  the seven  y ears  o f  r e co n s tru ct io n  in fin itely  and in est i
m a b ly  m o r e  harsh , c ru e l and  in h u m a n  than the fo u r  y ea rs  o f  
b l o o d y  w a r  itself . In  ad d it ion  th e r e to  th ere  w as  a n oth er  sp e 
c ific  fa c to r  m o r e  p o ten t than all th ese  and w id e r  in s c o p e  w h ich  
th rea ten ed  the v e r y  e x is te n ce  o f  c iv i l iza t io n  at the S o u t h ;  the 
R e c o n s tr u c t io n  A c ts ,  p a ssed  b y  C o n g re s s ,  a ided  b y  C o n st itu 
tiona l A m e d n m e n t .

T h e  a d m in istra tion  o f  these  acts w as  la rg e ly  en trusted  to  the 
illiterate  and  u n k n o w in g  “ c a r p e t -b a g g e r , ”  w h o  w as  a id ed  in 
his p ersecu t ion s  b y  that m o s t  u n p r in c ip le d  o f  all m en , the

82 Civil W a r  and Reconstruction in A la b am a, pages 262-266.
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“ sca law ag,”  a cow ard  by nature and a thug and gra fter  by 
preferm ent. T hese  latter poisoned the already hostile mind o f  
the “ carpet-bagger .”  T h e  author is w anting in ability to define 
either the genus “ carpet-bagger ,”  o r  “ scalaw ag.”  T his  task 
has been undertaken by m any w orthy  scribes but with less suc
cess than attended the efforts o f  R yland  R andolph , editor o f  
the (T u sca lo o sa )  Independent M o n ito r ;  w ho, upon the appear
ance at T usca loosa  o f  the “ carpet-bagger ,”  Lakin, (a c c o m 
panied by the “ scalaw ag,”  C lo u d ) ,  to take his seat as president 
o f  the U n iv e rs ity ; published in his paper o f  September 1, 1868, 
a w arn ing  from  the K u -K lu x  to both these m e n ; which con 
sisted o f  a w o o d  cut depicting tw o  men hanging  from  the limb 
o f  a tree ; one holding in his hand a carpet-bag with “ O h io ”  
on  it— the native state o f  L akin— the other without even this 
m eagre possession, representing the “ scalaw ag,”  C loud, and 
entitled, “ A  Prospective  Scene in the City o f  Oaks, 4th o f  
M arch , 1869.”  This  cut was fo l low ed  by this in scr ipt ion :

“ H a n g  curs, h a n g ! * * * T h e ir  com plexion  is perfect 
gallow s. Stand fast g o o d  fate, to their hanging. * * I f  
they be not born  to  be hanged, our case is miserable.

“ T h e  above cut represents the fate in store fo r  those great 
pests o f  Southern Society— the ‘ carpet-bagger and sca law ag ’—  
i f  found in D ix ie ’s land after the break o f  day on the 4th o f  
M arch , next.

“ T h e  genus ‘carpet-bagger ’ is a man with a lank head o f  
dry  hair, a lank stomach, and lo n g  legs, club knees, and splay 
feet, dried legs and lank jaw s, with eyes like a fish and mouth 
like a shark. A d d  to this a habit o f  sneaking and d od g in g  
about in unknow n places, habiting with negroes in dark dens 
and back streets, a look like a hound and the smell o f  a polecat.

“ W o r d s  are wanting to d o  full justice to the genus, ‘ scala
w a g . ’ H e  is a cur with a contracted head, d ow n w ard  look, 
slinking and uneasy g a i t ; sleeps in the w ood s  like old Cross
land, at the bare idea o f  a K u -K lu x  raid. ‘ O u r  ‘ scalaw ag ’ is the 
local leper o f  the comm unity. Unlike the ‘ carpet-bagger, ’ he 
is native, which is so m uch the w orse. O n ce  he was respected 
in his c ir c le s ; his head was le v e l ; he w ou ld  look  his neighbor 
in the face. N o w , possessed o f  the itch o f  o ff ice  and the salt 
rheum o f  radicalism, he is a m angy d og , slinking through the 
alleys, hunting the g o v e rn o r ’s o ffice , defiling with tobacco  ju ice  
the steps o f  the capitol, stretching his lazy carcass in the sun, 
on  the square o r  on the bench o f  the m a y or ’s court. H e  wait- 
eth fo r  the troubling o f  the political waters, to the end that he
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m ay step in and be healed o f  the itch by the ointment o f  off ice . 
F o r  o ff ice  he ‘b u m s /  as a toper ‘bum s’ for  the satisfy ing dram. 
F o r  o ff ice  yet in prospective, he hath bartered respectability; 
hath abandoned business and ceased to  labor with his hands, 
but em ploys his feet k ick ing  out boot  heels against lam p-post 
and corner curb, while d iscussing the question o f  o f f ice .” 33

I f  either o f  the types here depicted is even rem otely true to 
life there can be little w on d er  that neither was in g o o d  standing 
at the South, nor at the N orth  fo r  that matter, fo r  there w ere  
m any level heads and honest minds and hearts there w h o  did 
not believe in the re-destruction policies o f  “ re -construction .”

K U -K L U X -K L A N  A N D  C A U SE  THEREFOR

W e  have already learned that the bureau at H untsville  had 
pro jected  “ U n ion  or  L oya l L eagu es ,”  a m on g  the negroes fo r  
political purposes. A s  these leagues became stronger, after 
the ballot was given the negro, many negroes w ere  elected to 
o ff ice  through  its influence. T h e  higher and m ore  important 
off ices  were preempted by the “ carpet-baggers”  and held at 
the hands o f  the “ B lack M a n ’s P arty .”  O f  the tw o  it was little 
less offensive, and less dangerous to society that a n egro  should 
be in authority.

T hese  leagues having becom e strong  in mem bership and 
p ow erfu l in politics, under the protection o f  the U nion  troops 
garrisoned  here, becam e very  disorderly and obn ox iou s . T h e  
conduct o f  the mem bers was o ffensive to the last degree.

U p on  emancipation from  slavery every n egro  man acquired 
a d o g  and a gun. T h e  d og , as evidence o f  the ow n in g  o f  p rop 
erty, and the gun, o f  freedom . A s  slaves, they were usually 
not permitted to have d ogs  about the quarters. N o r  w ere they 
allowed to have firearms, o w in g  to the danger o f  violence 
am on g  themselves, and fo r  the further g o o d  and sufficient rea
son that as slaves they had no use fo r  them.

It is interesting to surmise whether o r  not the desire on the 
part o f  the negro  o f  today to ow n  a d o g  and a gun, is the 
progen y  o f  this primal instinct.

T h e  league meetings w ere  held at night. G o in g  to and from  
the meetings the negroes would  m arch through the streets, 
armed, in military form ation , and execute drills about the court 
house. T h e  m eeting over, they w ould  loiter about the streets, 
acting bo is terou s ly ; using abusive and obscene language, dis-
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ch arg in g  firearms and m aking  threats o f  v iolence against the 
w h ite s ; taking particular care to make themselves most o ffen 
sive to those they especially disliked. In short, the “ carpet
b a g g ers ”  contrived every conceivable means o f  intimidating 
the Southern whites into submission to n egro  domination and 
social equality. But little did he, in his narrow  and poisoned 
brain, com prehend the spirit o f  the man he sought to subjugate 
and crush.

M o re  or  less encouragem ent was given these disreputable 
bodies and their policies, by the w aning  opposition  o f  a certain 
element o f  the w h ite s ; w h o  were beginning  to organize  them
selves into “ loya l”  bands, procla im ing  the N o r t h ; renouncing 
and denouncing  the C onfederacy  and all it had stood and fought 
for.

N icholas Davis presided at one o f  these “ unconditional union 
mass m eetings,”  held at M oulton , in L aw ren ce  county. This  
m eeting was very  thinly attended and represented no consid
erable portion o f  the sentiment o f  N orth  Alabam a, though 
eleven counties sent delegates. A  little later such a meeting 
was held at Huntsville, with no  better attendance.

P rior  to the election o f  1868, the K u -K lu x , were not active, 
locally. T h o u g h  from  time to time individual corrections were 
administered by  small bands o f  K u -K lu x .

W ith  the result o f  the election o f  1868, cam e a realization o f  
the enorm ity  o f  the danger to the white man and his social 
institutions, and the extent o f  his dilemma. A fte r  this election 
Huntsville  and surrounding country had well organized  Klans 
o f  K u -K lu x .

T h e  Ghouls, o r  privates o f  the Klans in M adison  county, 
when in active service, in addition to the regulation disguise 
and mask, w ore  red flannel trousers with white stripes dow n  
the sides, and around the waist a brace o f  revolvers.

P r ior  to  the election o f  1868, few  deeds o f  v iolence were 
com m itted by the K l a n ; for, up to that time, the superstitious 
blacks and the timid and credulous “ carpet-baggers”  were 
easily subdued and held in check by mere threats o f  violence 
o r  w arnings from  the Klan. But, later when the detestable 
and m ore  k n ow in g  “ sca law ag”  began to get in his w ork , the 
warnings from  the K lan were less effective. T h e  “ carpet
b a g g e r”  was encouraged  to stand his ground , and the n egro  
was relieved o f  his superstition, in a large measure, by the 
slow ly percolating realization that the K lan was not com posed  
o f  spirits, “ hants,”  but flesh and blood.



116 E a r ly  H i s t o r y  o f  H u n tsv il le , A la .

T h e  n e g r o e s  at first b e l ie v e d  that the K u - K l u x  w e r e  the 
o u tr a g e d  “ sp ir i ts ”  o f  th e ir  d e p a rted  m asters , r e tu rn in g  to  
“ h a n t”  th em  f o r  th eir  e r r in g  w ay s .  T h e y  b e l ie v e d  that “ H e ll  
f r o z e  o v e r ”  to  a l lo w  these  sp irits  t o  pass  o n  th e ir  w a y  b a ck  
to  earth . T h is  su p erst it iou s  b e l ie f  w a s  the c h ie f  asset o f  the 
K u - K l u x  as is s h o w n  b y  the f o l l o w in g  p o s te d  w a r n in g  f r o m  
the K l a n :

K u - K l u x .
H e l l - a -B u l l o o  H o le — D e n  o f  Skulls .
B l o o d y  B o n e s ,  H e a d q u a r te r s  o f  the G rea t  K u - K l u x  K la n ,  

N o .  1000.
W i n d y  M o n t h — N e w  M o o n .
C lo u d y  N ig h t — T h ir te e n th  H o u r .
G en era l O r d e r s  N o .  2.
T h e  g re a t  c h ie f  S im u la c r e  s u m m o n s  y o u !
B e  r e a d y ! C r a w l s l o w l y ! S tr ik e  h a rd  !
F ir e  a r o u n d  the p o t !
S w e lte re d  v e n o m , s le e p in g  g o t
B o i l  th o u  first i ’ th e  c h a rm e d  p o t !
L ik e  a hell b ro th  b o i l  a n d  b u b b le !
T h e  G re a t  H i g h  P r ie s t  C y c l o p ! C. J. F .  Y .
G r im  D ea th  ca lls  f o r  on e ,  tw o ,  t h r e e !
V a r n is h ,  T a r ,  T u r p e n t in e !
T h e  fifth  G h o s t  so u n d s  his T r u m p e t !
T h e  m ig h ty  G en ii  w a n ts  t w o  b la ck  w e t h e r s !
M a k e  th em , m a k e  th em , m a k e  th em  ! P r e s t o !
T h e  G rea t  G ian tess  m u st  h a v e  a w h ite  b a r r o w .
M a k e  h im , m a k e  h im , m a k e  h i m ! P r e s t o !
M e e t  at o n c e — the den  o f  S n a k e s— th e  G ia n t ’ s !
J u n g le s— the h o le  o f  H e l l ! T h e  se co n d  h o b g o b l i n !
W i l l  be  there, a m ig h t y  G h o s t  o f  v a lo r .  H is  ey es  o f  fire, his 

v o i c e  o f  t h u n d e r ! C lean  the streets—
C lean  the serp en ts ’ dens.
R e d  h o t  p in c h e r s !  B a s t in a d o ! !  C u t C l e a n ! ! !
N o  m o r e  to  be  b o r n .  F ir e  an d  B r im sto n e .
L e a v e  us, leave  us, lea ve  u s ! on e ,  tw o ,  an d  three  t o n i g h t ! 

O th e rs  soon .
H e l l  f r e e z e s !  O n  w ith  skates— g lid e  o n .  T w e n t y  f r o m  

A t la n ta .  C all the roll.
B e n e  d i c t e !  T h e  G rea t  O g r e  o r d e r s  i t !

B y  o r d e r  o f  the G rea t  B lu fu st in .
G . S. K .  K .  K . M

s* C ivil W a r  and Reconstruction in A la b a m a , page 680.
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T h e  childlike credulity o f  the black man was not on ly  taken 
advantage o f  by the Southern whites, but by the Northern 
whites, as well. H is  ostensible new friend capitalized his 
friendship to the detriment and financial loss o f  the negro. T h e  
fraudulent schemes devised by sharpers from  the N orth  to 
separate the n egro  from  his m oney, were novel, num erous 
and varied. T h e  m ost pretentious and lucrative o f  all these 
frauds was the sale o f  fo u r  painted sticks. T h e  negro  was told 
by  the faker from  the N orth — (in  w hom , hailing from  these 
parts, till the F reedm an ’s Bank failed in 1874, he had the ut
m ost faith and trust and believed im plicit ly ) , that the land 
upon which  these sticks w ere  set up, w heresoever it m ight be, 
becam e his, ipso facto. A  docum ent purporting to be a deed 
accom panied each set o f  sticks, which  read in part as f o l l o w s : 

“ K n o w  all men by these p resen ts : T hat a naught is a 
n a u g h t ; and a figure is a f ig u r e ; all fo r  the white man and 
none fo r  the nigure. A n d , whereas, M oses  lifted up the ser
pent in the wilderness, so also have I lifted this d--------d o ld
n igger  out o f  fou r  dollars and six bits. A m en . Selah.” 35 

A f te r  the spring o f  1868, the newspapers frequently car
ried Klan warnings and threats. Printed w arnings were posted 
in prom inent places. T hese  public docum ents dealt with con 
ditions and obn ox iou s  persons, generally. Individuals, w h o  by 
their conduct and associations had becom e undesirable and 
were deem ed a menace to the peace and w elfare  o f  the co m 
munity, received notices and w arnings in person, and some 
times by  posting  on  their premises in conspicuous places. 
T hese  offenders w ere given a limited and fixed time to depart. 
Failing to take heed, they were captured and severely thrashed 
and ordered, and in some instances, m ade to leave. B e  it said, 
how ever, it was not often  necessary to administer a th rash in g ; 
fo r  as a general th ing the first notice received by an individual, 
signed “ K u -K lu x -K la n ”  was obeyed  without undue loss o f  
time and without argument. T hese  w arnings w ere  frequently 
lud icrously  misspelled and always written in a disguised hand.

T h e  Klan at Huntsville, deem ing I. D . Sibley an undesirable 
citizen, sent the fo l low in g  warning, written mostly in “ plain 
E nglish ,”  to him, which explains i t s e l f :

“ M r. Sibley, you  had better leave here. Y o u  are a th ief and 
you  k n ow  it. I f  you  do  not leave in ten days w e will cut your 
throat. W e  ain ’t after the n e g ro e s ;  but we intend fo r  you

so C ivil W a r  and Reconstruction in  A la b a m a , page 447.
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d a m n  c a r p e t -b a g g e r  m en  to  g o  b a ck  t o  y o u r  h om es . Y o u  are 
s tea ling  e v e r y th in g  y o u  can  find. W e  m e a n  w h a t  w e  say. 
M in d  y o u r  e y e .”

Ja m es  H o w s y .
W i l l ia m  W h e r e a tn e h r .

( H e r e  w a s  ru d e ly  d r a w n  a c o f f in . )
J o h n  M ix e m u h h .
S o l im a n  W i l s o n .
P . J. S o lo n .

G et  a w a y !
W e  a in ’t n o  C u -C lu x e s ,  b u t  i f  y o u  d o n ’t g o  w e  w ill m a k e  

y o u . ” 36
T h is  n o t ice  t o  a “ c a r p e t -b a g g e r ”  illustrates the v ie w -p o in t  

o f  th e  S o u th  w ith  c le a r n e s s ; n a m e ly ,  the n e g r o  h im s e l f  w a s  
n o t  p r im a r i ly  to  b la m e  f o r  his m isb e h a v io r ,  bu t the “ ca r p e t 
b a g g e r ”  and  “ s c a la w a g ”  w e re .  I t  w a s  the la tter  that the S ou th  
h eld  resp on sib le  f o r  the c o n t in u e d  d is o r d e r e d  state o f  a f f a i r s ; 
an d  to  the a d ju s tm e n t  o f  these  co n d it io n s ,  set a b o u t  r id d in g  
so c ie ty  o f  these pests. U n d e r  the ad m in is tra t ion  o f  State  and  
loca l a f fa ir s  b y  th e  “ c a r p e t -b a g g e r s , ”  th ey  an d  the n e g r o e s  
b e c a m e  m o r e  and  m o r e  a g g re s s iv e .  A  g o o d  p o r t io n  o f  the 
best la nd  in the c o u n ty  w a s  in p o s se ss io n  o f  n e g r o e s ,  w h o  
asserted  fa lse  c la im s to  it. T h e  activ it ies  o f  the K u - K l u x  b e 
c a m e  m o r e  s tren u ou s  an d  p u r p o s e fu l  as the o p p r e ss io n  o f  the 
“ c a r p e t -b a g ”  r e g im e  g r e w .  D u r in g  this tim e, a d d it ion a l  t r o o p s  
w e r e  sent to  H u n t s v i l le  t o  su p p ress  the K u - K l u x ,  bu t to  n o  
avail. L a te r ,  m artia l law  w a s  d e c la re d  o v e r  M a d is o n  c o u n ty .  
E v e n  th is d id  n o t  s e r io u s ly  im p e d e  th e  w o r k  o f  the K la n  as a 
soc ia l r e g u la to r .  It h ad  in a u g u ra te d  an “ In v is ib le  E m p ir e , ”  
w h ich  had  g r o w n  in s tren g th  until its d ecrees  w e re  fa r  m o r e  
p o ten t  an d  its p o w e r  m o r e  d re a d e d  than that o f  the v is ib le  
c o m m o n w e a lt h  w h ich  it e ither  d o m in a te d  o r  te r r o r iz e d .  It is 
sa id , to o ,  n o  d o u b t  w ith  truth , that m a n y  o f  the fe d e ra l  so ld iers ,  
sta t ioned  here , l o o k e d  len ien tly  u p o n  the act iv it ies  o f  the K la n ,  
so  ev id en t ly  in a u g u ra te d  in sh eer  s e l f -d e fe n s e  and  d e c e n c y ,  b y  
an o p p re sse d  an d  d o w n t r o d d e n  p eop le .

D u r in g  the r e co n s tru ct io n  p e r io d  th ere  w e re  e lec ted , f r o m  
(H untsv ille , th ree  State  sen ators , “ c a r p e t -b a g g e r s , ”  S p e n ce r ,  
H in d s  an d  S ib ley .  T h e  se l f - in teres t  w h ich  g o v e r n e d  the a c t iv i
ties o f  these  u n w o r th y  so lon s ,  and  the m a n n er  in w h ich  they

30 C iv i l  W a r  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  in  A l a b a m a ,  p a g e  6 7 8 . T h is  
w a r n i n g  is  n o t  in th e  o r d in a r y  K u - K l u x  f o r m , th o u g h  th e  m e a n in g  
is  c le a r .
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w ere  willing to w reck the county to  further their political 
ends, is revealed very clearly and unmistakably by their opposi
tion as senators to any legislation which m ight emasculate the 
K u -K lu x -K la n  o f  power. T h ou g h  the K u -K lu x  had them 
marked, and they dreaded the p ow er  o f  the Klan, they desired 
the existence rather than the extinction o f  the Klan. F o r  the 
reasons, as stated by them, in mom ents o f  rare candor, that the 
continued strife between the whites and blacks enabled them 
to  make effective speeches against the form er and thereby ob 
tain the n eg ro  vote.

T h e  most fam ous parade and “ riot”  o f  the K u -K lu x -K la n  
occu rred  at Huntsville just b e fore  the presidential election o f  
1868. A  body  o f  K u -K lu x  1,500 stron g  rode into the city and 
paraded the streets. B oth  men and horses were disguised 
with masks and sheets. A ll o f  their evolutions were executed 
with the greatest precision, skill and silence. T h e  negroes were 
in a frenzy o f  fear. O n e  o f  them fired a s h o t ; immediately a 
riot was on. T h e  negroes fired at themselves and the unmasked 
whites indiscriminately. T h e  unmasked whites returned the 
fire. T h e  K u -K lu x  fired not a shot, but form ed a line and 
look ed  on silently. Several negroes were wounded. Judge 
T h u r lo w , a “ sca law ag”  o f  L im estone county, was accidently 
shot and killed by a stray bullet from  a n e g ro ’s pistol. T h e  
whites w h o  participated received only slight wounds. T h e  
military authorities arrested som e o f  the Ghouls, w h o  were 
released later. This  was know n throughout the N orth  as one 
o f  the greatest “ ou trages”  com m itted by the K u -K lu x .

T his  is on ly  one o f  many similar “ n egro  riots”  enacted in the 
South, and accredited to the K u -K lu x -K la n , as “ outrages.”

B y  the year 1870, the mission o f  the K lan had been accom 
plished in a large measure. S o  nearly re-adjusted and normal 
had conditions becom e, that the need o f  its protection practi
cally had ceased.

In 1871 Congress appointed a sub-comm itted, com posed  o f  
a jo int com m ittee from  both houses, to investigate the K u - 
K lu x -K la n  and its activities in A labam a. A  m eeting o f  the 
comm ittee was held at Huntsville, O ctober  6th to 16th, 1871. 
Senators Pratt and Price, and Representatives Beck, Buckley 
and Blair, form ed  the committee. F o r  practical and political 
purposes the comm ittee was com posed  o f  three Republicans 
and one D em ocrat, as Blair and B eck  w ere seldom ever pres
ent at the same time. M a n y  o f  H untsville ’s most prominent 
citizens w ere called be fore  this inquisitorial bod y  fo r  examina-
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tion. A m o n g  those sum m oned w ere  E x -G o v e rn o r  Reuben  
Chapman, P. M . D o x ,  and W illiam  R ichardson. A fte r  the 
com m ittee had com pleted its labors and reported to Congress, 
the fo l lo w in g  “ o ff ic ia l”  table o f  crimes alleged to have been 
com m itteed by the K u -K lu x  Klan, was p u b lish ed :

“ Killed  .................................................. ................................  6
O utrages ........................................................... .................. 19
Shootings ...........................................................................  5
W h ip p in gs  .................................................................. ......19

T o ta l ...................................................................... 3749”

A cc o r d in g  to this report, M a d iso n ’s K u -K lu x  com m itted 
ten m ore  crimes than those o f  any other county. H o w ev er , 
a further com parison  reveals that the excess lies in the w hip 
pings and not in the killings.

S o  far as is know n no one in M adison  county was ever pun
ished fo r  participation in the activities o f  the K u -K lu x -K la n .

T h is  brings us to a close o f  our consideration o f  the K u -  
K lu -K lan , locally, without having  explained its enlarged o b 
jects and purposes, and the spirit o f  the m o v in g  cause fo r  its 
being.

Judge  A lb ion  W .  T o u rg e e ,  a “ carpet-bagger ,”  in his book, 
“ A  F o o l ’s E rrand ,”  renders us his view s on the K u -K lu x -  
Klan, which are intensely interesting and enlightening. Speak
ing to the subject, he says:

“ Y et  it was a magnificent sentiment that underlay it all, an 
unfaltering determination, an invincible defiance to all that 
had the seem ing o f  com pulsion  or  tyranny. O n e can but re
gard with pride and sympathy the indomitable men w ho, being 
conquered in war, yet resisted every effort o f  the conquerer 
to change their laws, their customs, or even the personnel o f  
their ruling class, and this, too, not only  with unyielding stub
bornness, but with success. O n e can but admire the arrogant 
boldness with which they charged  the nation which  had ov er 
pow ered  them, even in the teeth o f  her legislators, with per
fidy, malice, and a spirit o f  unw orthy  and contemptible revenge. 
H o w  they laughed to scorn the R econstruction  A cts  o f  which 
the wise men b o a s te d ! H o w  boldly  they declared the conflict 
to be irrepressible and that white and black cou ld  not and 
should not live together as co-ord inate ruling e lem ents !

37 c iv i l  W a r  and R econstruction in A la b am a, page 705.
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“ A n d  then  the o r g a n iz a t io n  itse lf ,  so  co m p le te  an d  y e t  so  
p or ta b le  a n d  e la s t i c ! S o  p e r fe c t  in  d is g u is e  that, o f  the th o u 
sand s o f  v ic t im s , s ca rce  a s c o r e  c o u ld  id e n t i fy  o n e  o f  their  
p e r s e c u t o r s ! In  it w e  m a y  r e c o g n iz e  the e lem ents that g o  to  
m a k e  u p  a g r a n d  and  k in g ly  p eop le .  T h e y  fe lt th em se lv es  
insu lted  and  o p p re ss e d .  N o  m a tter  w h e th e r  th ey  w e r e  o r  not, 
b e  the fa c t  o n e  w a y  o r  an oth er ,  it d o e s  n o t  a f fe c t  th eir  c o n 
du ct . I f  th e  R e c o n s tr u c t io n  w h ich  the w is e  m en  o rd a in e d  w a s  
u n j u s t ;  i f  the N o r t h  w a s  the  a g g r e s s o r  an d  w r o n g fu l  assailant 
o f  th e  S o u th  in w a r ; i f  to  d e g r a d e  an d  hum ilia te  h er  en e m y  
the term s o f  the su r re n d e r  w e r e  fa ls ified  an d  n e w  and  irr i ta t in g  
c o n d it io n s  im p o s e d ;  i f  th e  o u tcasts  o f  N o r th e r n  l ife  w e r e  sent 
o r  w e n t  th ither  to  e n c o u r a g e  o r  in d u ce  the f o r m e r  s lave  to  act 
ag a in s t  his f o r m e r  m a ster— i f  all th is w e r e  true , it w o u ld  b e  n o  
m o r e  an e x cu s e  o r  ju s t i f ica t ion  f o r  th e  c o u r s e  p u rs u e d  than 
w o u ld  the h onest  b e l ie f  that these  fa c ts  w e r e  tru e  b y  the m asses  
w h o  f o r m e d  the ran k  and  file o f  th is g ro t e s q u e ly  u n i fo r m e d  
b o d y  o f  partisan  ca v a lry .  In  a n y  case , it m u st  be  c o u n te d  as 
the d esp era te  e f f o r t  o f  a p r o u d ,  b ra v e ,  and  d e term in ed  p eop le  
to  se cu re  an d  h o ld  w h a t  th ey  d e e m e d  to  b e  th e ir  r ig h ts .”

J u d g e  T o u r g e e  h a d  that b rea d th  o f  v ie w  w h ich  p erm its  h im  
t o  a p p re c ia te  and  resp ect  the o b je c t s  o f  the  K u - K l u x  K lan , 
t h o u g h  fa i l in g  to  c o m p r e h e n d  the necessit ies  f o r  its ex is ten ce .  
E v e n  he m ig h t  h a v e  c o m e  to  k n o w  o f  these  and  h ave  a p p lau d ed  
its w o r k ,  h a d  h e  re ta ined  his r es id en ce  at the S ou th  su ff ic ien tly  
lo n g .

T h e  w a r  o v e r ,  th e  C o n fe d e r a te  so ld ie r  re tu rn ed  h o m e  to  
find h is la b o r  system , th e  p r im a ry  le v e ra g e  o f  rehabilita tion , n ot 
d e m o r a l iz e d  but u tter ly  d e s tr o y e d .  Im p o v e r is h e d  to  the last 
d e g re e ,  b ro k e n  in health , w ith  h ead  b o w e d  in unu ttera b le  d e je c 
t ion , h e  lo o k e d  o u t  u p o n  the v ast  sea o f  h is d eso la t ion . F o r  a 
m o m e n t  he s to o d  d a z e d ;  ree led , r e c o v e r e d  h im se lf ,  g ir d e d  up  
his lo ins , pu t o n  the  a r m o r  o f  p ea ce ,  and  d o u b le -q u ick e d  in to  
a c t ion , w ith  that in d o m ita b le  d e term in a tion  that h a d  m a d e  o f  
h im  su ch  a f o r m id a b le  fo e .

A  sp len d id  n e w  e m p ire  w a s  b u ild e d  w ith  m a rv e lo u s  rap id ity  
o u t  o f  the  h ot ashes o f  the o ld ,  as a h a r m o n io u s  p a rt  o f  the 
c o m m o n  w h o le  o u r  reu n ited  an d  b e lo v e d  nation . H a p p y  and  
at p e a ce  w ith  itse lf  an d  the w o r ld ,  this n e w  S ou th  has b e c o m e  
s t r o n g  and  tru sted  in the c o u n c i ls  o f  the n ation . T h e  halls o f  
C o n g r e s s  aga in  r e so u n d  w ith  the f e r v id  e lo q u e n ce  an d  fo r c e fu l  
l o g i c  o f  h er  statesm en . A l o n g  th e  P o t o m a c  a n d  th e  T e n n e s se e
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p e a ce  an d  qu iet , h ap p iness  an d  h o p e  r e ig n  n o w ,  an d  shall re ign  
fo r e v e r .

N o t h in g  co n ta in e d  in th is v o lu m e  m u st  b e  taken  as in d ic a t in g  
th e  a u th o r ’ s a p p ro v a l  o f  s lav ery .  F a r  f r o m  it. H e  has sp o k e n  
o f  th in g s  as he f o u n d  th em , w h e r e  h e  f o u n d  th e m  a n d  w h e n  
he f o u n d  th em . T h e  S o u th  w a s  n o t  the o r ig in a l  im p o r t e r  o f  
th e  slave , bu t  b e c a m e  a s lave  sec t ion  n atu ra lly  an d  lo g ica lly .  
I t  w a s  n o t  to  be  e x p e c t e d  that a fa c t o r  w h ic h  h ad  b e c o m e  so  
d e e p ly  e m b e d d e d  in its e c o n o m ic  l i fe  c o u ld  be  e lim in ated  in  the 
tw in k l in g  o f  an eye.

B e f o r e  th e  w a r  b e g a n ,  the  in d e x  f in g e r  o f  fa te— the “ s ign s  
o f  the t im e s ” — p o in te d  in e x o r a b ly  t o w a r d  a final and  ju s t  so lu 
tion  o f  th is d if f icu lt  p ro b le m . H o w e v e r ,  i f  th e  s lav e  g a v e  
m u c h ,  he re ce iv e d  in re tu rn  lib era lly  o f  the best. N o  sa v a g e  
race  the w o r ld  has e v e r  k n o w n ,  h a d  c o n fe r r e d  u p o n  it so  
sp eed ily ,  the b le ss in g s  o f  c iv i l iza t io n  a n d  Christianity , as that 
p o r t io n  o f  th is A f r i c a n  p e o p le  w h ich  thus c a m e  in to  im m e d ia te  
an d  c o n t in u o u s  co n ta c t  w ith  the sp len d id  c iv i l iz a t io n  o f  the 
O ld  S ou th .

“ T h e  N o r t h  th inks R e c o n s t r u c t io n  w a s  the sa lv a tion  o f  the 
S o u th  an d  is the ca u se  o f  its p resen t p r o g r e s s iv e n e s s ,  bu t, in 
d e s t r o y in g  all that w a s  o ld ,  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  p r o b a b ly  r e m o v e d  
s o m e  a b u s e s ; f r o m  the n e w  o r d e r  o f  th in g s  s o m e  p erm a n en t  
g o o d  m u st h ave  resu lted . B u t  th e  c red it  f o r  n e ith er  can  r ig h t 
fu l ly  be  c la im e d  until it can  b e  sh o w n  that th o se  resu lts  w e r e  
im p oss ib le  u n d e r  th e  r e g im e  d e s t r o y e d .”

R e fe r e n c e s :— F le m in g 's  Civil W a r  and R econstruction in 
A labam a; k in d n ess  o f  m a n y  o ld e r  c i t iz e n s ;  files o f  the C onfed 
erate Veteran.”

E n d .





















Deacidilied using the Bookkeeper process 
Neutralizing Agent: Magnesium Oxide
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