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Preface

“To an historian libraries are food, shelter and even muse.
They are of two kinds: the library of published material,
books, pamphlets, periodicals, and the archive
ofunpublished papers and documents.”

Barbara Tuchman
Practicing History (1981)
The Quotable Book Lover

The United States Army was my life for 27 years after graduation from
college. | also worked as a defense contractor after the Army until my total
retirement. | became active in the Academy for Lifetime Learning at The
University of Alabama in Huntsville, primarily as a developer and presenter of
original classes. The best way to learn is to become the instructor.

In recent years there was an increasing interest in capturing the stories of the
veterans of World War Il. | was a veteran of the Cold War, and so | wrote Never
The Same ]Job Twice, Wandering Through a Military Life in Historical Context, which
was about my 40-plus years' association with the United States Army. That effort
whetted my appetite for historical writing. A writer said that one has to read 30
books in order to write one. Reading, writing and teaching became my retirement
life, because that combination led to maximum fulfillment.

| continued to read to learn about being a better non-fiction writer. But three-
fourths of the fun is in the researching phase, because that allows the writer to
wander over the landscape to find new information that can be developed into a
book. In 2003 | wrote the ten-year history of the Academy for Lifetime Learning
and Harem of Books, which was about my personal library.

This history of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library was chosen as
my next effort for several reasons. First, it offered the opportunity to research
primary sources, which makes the historian happiest. Second, the subject
dovetailed with my interest in the great libraries of the world and teaching courses
about books and libraries. Third, since no one had written extensively about
Huntsville's library, it seemed to be a noble community project along with the
other Huntsville, Alabama and Southeast Regional histories. Fourth, it allowed me
to pursue a goal with passion, which is a key element of a successful retirement
life. Fifth, it was a reason to visit different parts of the city and county to keep
current with local progress. Sixth, it was an opportunity to undertake a creative
project, because that is also another factor in a successful retirement.



I wish to acknowledge the cooperation and assistance of the following people
who provided information and valuable insights to this history: Shawana Ariel, Al
Bellingrath, Myrtle Binford, Julia Blackwell, Sarah Bradford, Mrs. Robert Cook,
Anne Corley, Carolyn Courtney, Kathryn Dilworth, Storm Dovers, Jack
Fitzpatrick, Marie Garrett, Betty George, Patsy Gray, Nellie Hackworth, E. Cutter
Hughes, Larrel Hughes, Thomas Hutchens, Geoffrey Jolly, Mary Lacey, Helen Lee,
David Lilley, Earl Mathews, Mayme Claire Maples, Susan Markham, Kate
McLemore, Diane Metrick, Gail Phillips, Ranee" Pruitt, Judy Purinton, Jane
Roberts, Sue Royer, Donna Schremser, Priscilla Scott, Melissa Shepherd, Alice
Sisk, Lucy Thrasher, Teresa Thrower, Martin Towery, Floyd Turner, and Joyce
Welch.

A special thanks goes to Bob Ludwig, publisher of The Huntsville Times, for
allowing the use of voluminous material from that newspaper.

The photograph of the Huntsville Carnegie Library is the courtesy of the
Huntsville Public Library archives. The other photographs are the author's.

Any errors in this book are mine.

This book is dedicated to my wife, Margaret, who also loves books, for
tolerating the many hours | spent going, coming and visiting the libraries cited in
this effort. She also contributed with her editing and photo manipulation skills.

Paul A. Hays
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Introduction

"A public library is a deep freeze that thaws with the
touch ofa hand on thefront door.

John Winterich, author
The 1977 AB Bookman"s Yearbook

The evolution of the Huntsville public library over the 186 years covered by this
history requires a definition of "public.” The library was always considered public, as
differentiated from private, meaning one owner. The library started on a subscription
basis, as presumably every white male could join if they paid the requisite fee. Later
there was a circulating library, which charged per item and was a commercial
enterprise. The Carnegie Library in 1916 was public and free for whites only. It was
also public because it was owned and operated by the local government. During the
1950's the library became free and public for all residents, based on having an address
in Madison County.

The library history is a story of change, first, in the served area over time, and
second, the response of the library to its surroundings. Changes were almost
nonexistent in the first half of the history. The second half produced significant
changes, as the library was a lagging agency to its environment for a long time until
professional management and skills turned it into an aggressive outreach organization
utilizing the latest technological tools and building a stronger financial base.

The growth of libraries will follow the evolution of schools and literacy, and
industrialization in the country. Librarian professionalism increased as both a cause
and effect of the proliferation and internal growth of libraries.

The Huntsville newspapers reported on library activities throughout the
period. The Huntsville Times has been especially supportive over the past 40 years with
its coverage and particularly its editorials supporting reading and adequate funding
for this important educational, cultural and recreational agency.

The library history consists of many distinct activities and stories, which are
related as they occurred for the most part. This approach allows the reader to better
appreciate the roles of the personalities, as many of the events were concurrent and not
always related to other events.

The source and amount of construction money for the three main library buildings
was a reflection of the economic well being of the Huntsville and Madison County
area.

The growth of the library system, both externally and internally, will

demonstrate the professionalism of the library employees over the years as innovative
workers and good stewards of the public trust and money.



Each director of the library brought his/her own management style to the job,
based on different experiences, and most importantly, different professional
aspirations. Career aspirations are the driving factor in the individual's motivation,
which is manifested in several ways; capability and willingness to innovate; expansion
of the personal and organization's mission; and the demonstrated willingness to work
extra hours to make things happen. Each director of the Huntsville-Madison County
Public Library was in a different social, economic, and demographic environment than
earlier directors. Each had a different base upon on which to build and each was
standing on the shoulders of the earlier directors. There is no basis for trying to
compare directorships over the years.

The Library Board minutes are identified by the date and a hyphen, for
example, "August 4, 1936 - " to depict the chronology of different issues which faced
the boards. These items will not be footnoted. The library boards were the principal
decision authority and the interface between outside governing bodies with money
and the library director. The boards' minutes provided many details and much of the
official history of the library. Newspaper articles also provided many details, as well as
editorial support, in the later years.

The following mission statement was on the walls of the library buildings in
2004.

"THIS IS THE PUBLIC'S LIBRARY

Our mission is to enrich the educational, recreational, and cultural life
of our community. Our knowledgeable and courteous staff will serve as
the gateway to library materials, information, and programs.”

I ask my readers to keep that statement in mind as they travel through the
history of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library and see how earlier and
current library personnel achieved that mission of service to the community.

Vi



Chapter 1

The First Century

"The library is a part ofsociety as a whole and does not in any
sense exist in a vacuum, nor does it pursue its own course
isolatedfrom the happenings around it."

William F. Ogburn, 1937
Persistent Issues in American Librarianshipl

William Ogbum's statement above is certainly true. The evolution of libraries from the
earliest times through the 186-year history of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library
reflects on that statement. The library is a part of civilization and society, but is a lagging
component of societies.

Professor Ogburn also said in the same speech that high school attendance was
increasing and there was growth in adult education. He even hinted at the "possible growth of
our leisure time." He was correct on all three accounts and would probably be shocked at the
growth of leisure time as we knew it in 2004. He did not address the tremendous increase in
longevity since 1937, which was also a major factor in the growth of our libraries.2

Education is the imparting and acquisition of knowledge. Libraries are the main
repositories of accumulated history. The cultural status of a community can in part be assessed
by the extent and quality of its library's holdings.3

"Libraries arrived on the North American continent with the first European settlers.
Religious books, primarily for the use of the clergy, formed the center of most 17th-century
collections. The richest colonial merchants and planters often developed their own libraries, but
the number of people regularly reading books, other than the Bible, was quite small.

Books became available to a broader public as the 18th century progressed.
Improvements in printing methods lowered their cost, making them affordable to more people.
Increased interest in commerce, science, and art spurred a demand for more information —a
demand that was often best satisfied through reading. Colonists began to form social libraries in
which individuals contributed money to purchase books. Public libraries sprang up in urban
centers; outstanding examples include those still existing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Charleston, South Carolina, and New York, New York. However, such societies generally only
lent their books to those who donated money. But, libraries are urban phenomenon, and so
were unlikely to be in expanding frontiers and agricultural areas.

Libraries continued to develop after the Revolutionary War. Women, for example,
created their own collections, with books often circulating great distances among farms and
plantations. Libraries such as the women's libraries are characterized as social libraries because
they were for people of the upper social status and interests. Between 1815 and 1850, library
societies increasingly concentrated on specialized subjects, usually of a professional nature.
Mercantile libraries held books of interest to clerks and businessmen, while collections of
mechanics' and seamen's libraries in their particular trades. These libraries were supported by
business owners and provided educational and social opportunities for young men."4



The social libraries tended to become legal entities, because the books were owned by
the group, not individuals. This was the initial situation in Huntsville, as you will see below.

The oldest newspaper in Alabama, the Huntsville Republican, was established in 1816. It
later became the Huntsville Southern Advocate. In 1823 the Huntsville Democrat was founded to
fight the aristocratic Georgia Machine.5 Alabama was actually part of the Mississippi Territory
before statehood. James Madison was the fourth president of the United States, but Madison
County had already taken his name on December 13,1808 before he was inaugurated. Madison
County was "Made a county in 1808 by order of Governor of Mississippi Territory. Area ceded
1805, 1806 by Cherokees, Chickasaws. This was the first land in Alabama ceded by these great
civilized tribes." according to the marker in the northeast corner of Huntsville's courthouse
square.

The background above about the development of libraries sets the stage for the
Huntsville library story. A notice in the Alabama Republican, a Huntsville newspaper, on June 20,
1818 stated, "A number of citizens request that all those who are disposed to encourage the
establishment of a public circulating library in Huntsville would meet in Mr. Boardman's room
in Monday 5. o'clock p.m. for the purpose of organizing an association to carry out that highly
beneficial object into effect."6 President James Monroe was in his second year.

John Boardman came to Huntsville in early 1818 as editor of the Alabama Republican, a
weekly newspaper published on Saturday. Republican at that time referred to republic, not to
Republican and Democrat, which were not named as such until the mid-19th century.
Boardman's printing shop is in the Huntsville Constitution Village fronting on Madison Street
(circa 2004).

Dr. Thomas Feam wrote Clement Clay in July 1818 suggesting the need for a library,
"how pleasing it would be to see the hours lost at the card table, with the dice box, or even
those more innocently thrown away in idle chitchat, exchanged for profitable employment, and
would it not be well to break in the avaricious calculations of the speculator occasionally?"7 Dr.
Thomas Feam studied medicine at the University of Pennsylvania under Dr. Benjamin Rush,
1745-1813, American physician and political leader, as well as the author of medical treatises.
Dr. Rush signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776 as a delegate from Philadelphia.

Two 8 &1/2 x 10 &1/2-inch notebooks written by Dr. Fearn, as a student under Dr. Rush
in 1809, are in the Huntsville Library's archives. The notebooks were brown and on the spines
were "Medical Notes' in gold on a black background and "Rush" in gold on a red background.
The pages were unlined, but Dr. Fearn had a steady writing hand for over 400 pages as it was as
straight as if it were on a line. The reading was legible if one had patience. Dr. Fearn supposedly
made the first use of quinine and started Monte Sano (Mountain of Health). The notebooks were
in good condition.8 We now know that Dr. Fearn appreciated the importance of libraries. But,
we might wonder how he treated his patients in Huntsville since he was a student of Dr.
Benjamin Rush. Dr. Rush was supremely confident of his own opinion and decisions, yet
shallow and very unscientific in practice. Rush's chief accomplishment as a physician was in the
practice of bleeding the patient. It was said that he considered bleeding to be a cure for nearly
every ailment. Even when the practice began to decline, he refused to reconsider the dangers of
it. Fearn studied under Rush only four years before Rush died, so those strong views must have
been influential on Fearn. Ponder about the citizens of Huntsville.9"Never was the liberality of
the citizens of Huntsville and its vicinity so cheerfully exercised as on a late application to them
to contribute to the establishment of a Public Library. Between $2,000 and $3,000 were
subscribed in a few hours for this worthwhile laudable purpose, and agreeable to the terms of
the subscription, notice is hereby given to the shareholders, and those who are disposed to have



an interest in this active institution to meet at Mr. Simpson's Boarding House on Thursday the
29th inst. at 7 o'clock pm to elect five members to draft a constitution."10 Notice the refined
wording of the two newspaper notices. The positive leadership demonstrated by the citizens of
Huntsville toward the establishment of the library was established early, and continued
through 2004.

"At a meeting of the subscribers to the Public Library in Huntsville, agreeable to notice,
the following gentlemen were chosen a committee to Draft a Constitution for its government
and instructed to report the same to the shareholders on Friday evening the 20th November next
at Mr. Minor's office at the courthouse. (Doct. David Moore, Maj. John M. Taylor, Henry Minor,
Samuel Hazard, John Boardman, Committee Esquires) Those who are disposed to encourage
this institution can subscribe to the articles and become shareholders upon the original terms
previous to or at the above meeting time and apply to either of the committees."11

"The subscribers to the Public Library in Huntsville are desired to attend at Mr. Minor's
office in the courthouse on Friday evening the 20th inst. to adopt a constitution and By-Laws.
John Boardman, Secy"12

A "CERTIFICATE OF STOCK IN THE HUNTSVILLE LIBRARY COMPANY, Share No.
59. This is to certify that William Atwood having this day paid to the Treasury the sum of $20
agreeable to the provision of the Constitution is entitled to one share in the Huntsville Library
Company. Dated the 10thday of December, 1818. Robert Fearn Treas. Thomas G. Percy Pres. "13
The library was only open to men.4"Public" means the opposite of private, but does not mean
all citizens, only those men who pay.

It is assumed that the first books purchased were collected and located in Mr. Minor's
office in the courthouse. The law office of John Nelson Spotswood Jones is credited with the
location of the first library in October 1819, as Jones opened his law office in September 1819. A
replica of the office faces Madison Street next to the Boardman printing building in the
Constitution Village.15 No evidence of the library was found between December 1818 and
October 18109.

"The stockholders of the Huntsville Library Co. are herby notified that the annual [first?]
Meeting will be held on Thursday next, at early candlelight, at the room occupied by Mr. Minor
in the Court House, for the purpose of electing nine Directors and a Treasurer for the ensuing 12
months. The report of the Directors will also be read. Delinquent Stockholders are requested to
make payment before that evening—otherwise their names will be reported. By order of the
Directors, Samuel Hazard."16

"The stockholders in the Huntsville Library are informed that the Books are opened at
the office of J. N. S. Jones, Esq. next door to the Printing Office on the street leading to Ditto's
Landing [current Madison & Whitesburg]. The Library will be opened and books delivered
every Tuesday and Friday from half past 11 o'clock A. M. to half past 12. John Boardman,
Librarian.17 "Delivered" does not mean that the books were actually delivered to individual
readers homes, it means that the books were available to be checked out at these times and were
delivered by the custodian across the counter to the recipient.18

Books contained in Huntsville's first library included:

< "Annals of Scotland, by David Dalrymple Lord Hailes, Vol. 3, Edinburgh, 1797.

= Apocalypse or Book of Revelations, by Emanuel Swedenburg, Vols. 4 and 5, London,

1814.

< Guy Mannering or the Astrologer, vol. 2, New York, 1818.

e Quarterly Review, August and November, vol. 2,1809, April and July, Vol. 17,1817.

= Works ofJohn Locke in Ten Volumes, vols. 7,8, 9, London, 1812.



= Arcana Celestia; or Heavenly Mysteries, by a Society of Gentleman, vol. 5,1808; vol. 7,
1812; vol. 8,1812.
= Ecclesiastical History, Ancient and Modern by John Lawrence Moshelm, Charleston,
1811.
= History of Rome, by Titus Livina, Vols. 1 and 6.
= Histon/ of Rome by George Baker, vols. 2,4, 5, London, 1814."19
The first book cited above had an incomplete title, because books of that era usually had
very descriptive titles, so here is the full title: Annals of Scotland, from the accession of Malcolm III.
in the year M.LVII. to the accession of the House of Stuart in the year M.CCC.LXX1. To which are added,
tracts relative to the history and antiquities of Scotland. Don't you feel more enlightened knowing
the full title? The library's holding was a second edition, which was published in three volumes
and the library held only the third volume. The work was originally published in 1776 and 1779
in two volumes. A third edition was published in 1819 in three volumes. Those three volumes
were available on the Internet in 2004 for $450 from a bookseller in Johannesburg, South Africa.
The volumes from the bookseller were in fine condition, with half leather marbled covers and
gilt decorated bands.2

The last two items on the list above were actually the same book. Titus Livius (Livy), 59
B.C.-A.D. 17, was a Roman historian, and George Baker was the translator for the 1814
publication. The library, therefore, had volumes 1, 2,4, 5 and 6.

The library had only three volumes of John Locke, and all volumes can be bought on the
Internet in 2004 for $900-$1000.21

It is difficult to imagine more than a handful of Huntsvillians in 1819 reading the
original books cited above, as they were rather weighty tomes. The books were probably more
useful for show on the shelf than reading. On second thought, it's hard to imagine more than a
handful of Huntsvillians in 2004 reading those books. Many of the books in private and social
libraries in the colonial days of the northeastern United States were religious in nature. Two of
Huntsville's were.

The Alabama constitutional convention convened in Huntsville on July 5, 1918.
President James Monroe signed the bill for Alabama admission to the Union as the 22rdstate on
December 14,1819. The state's nickname is "Heart of Dixie" and the motto is "We dare defend
our rights." Huntsville was the state's capital for less than a year, and then the capital was
moved to Cahaba, just south of Selma.

The constitution of 1819 provided that "schools and the means of education shall forever
be encouraged in this state." That sounded good, but the legislature failed to provide the means,
and so the Alabama tradition of talking about improved schools, but doing little about it,
started early and lasted a long time, some say into 2004.

"A charge of 18 % cents was charged after the first two weeks and the like sum for every
succeeding week."2

"Huntsville Library. The stockholders and the public are informed, that the Library is
moved to the upper room in the court-house which was recently occupied as the Senate
chambers and that Thomas Brandon Esq is appointed the Librarian. The Library will be open for
delivery and return of Books every day of the week, (Sunday excepted) from the hour of 9 to 12 M.

Non-subscribers may be accommodated with books by making a deposit with the
Librarian, and paying for use of each volume, in proportion to its size. Bv order of the Board.
SAMUEL HAZARD, Sec'y January 15"23 Thomas Brandon and his brother, William, were

masons and are credited with turning a Huntsville of wood houses into a town of stone and
brick structures.2



The Unwersal Gazetteer, published in 1821, described Huntsville, "It is regularly laid out,
and contains a court-house, market, printing office, bank and about 100 houses. The town is
supplied with good water. It is in fertile country, and is rapidly increasing."5

Imagine the town of Huntsville based on the descriptions in the two small paragraphs
above. The census of all of Madison County in 1820 was:

= 3,144 white males over 21 years of age

e 3,218 white males under 21 years of age

< 1,606 white females over 21 years of age

= 3,134 white females under 21 years of age

= 9,255 slaves

= 54 free persons of color

= 45% of the total population were slaves

e There were 95% more white males than white females over age 21,26"

"Huntsville Library Company. STOCKHOLDERS are informed that the annual meeting
will be held in the Library Room in the Court House, on Wednesday the 19thinst. at 6 o'clock, P.
M. Directors to be elected. N.B. The annual contribution must be paid on or before the annual
meeting. SAM'L HAZARD, Sec'ry"Z/

"Huntsville Library - We are much pleased to see an entirely new arrangement in the
Library. This institution contains a great number of very valuable works, which are now neatly
arranged under their appropriate heads, and are kept in a neat and systematic order."2Z8 This is
the first identified editorial praise from the local newspaper. There will be many more of them
in the 1960's and later.

"Huntsville Library Company. A SPECIAL MEETING of the Stockholders will be held
at the Library Room, on the 8th of March, at 6 O'clock, to consider some alteration and
amendments of the constitution which will then be proposed. By order of the Directors.
SAMUEL HAZARD, Sec'y"® In April 1823 the Alabama State Senate and House of
Representatives approved "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE HUNTSVILLE LIBRARY
COMPANY. .. Thomas Fearn, Samuel Hazard, John Boardman, James G. Bivney (sic-Birney),
George Fearn, Miles S. Watkins, Henry Minor, Thomas Brandon and others associated with
them, for the purpose of establishing a library in the town of Huntsville, are hereby
incorporated as a body politick and corporate, in deed and in law, by the name and style of the
'Huntsville Library Company.™ There was a further description of the powers and legal
responsibilities of the corporation which ended thusly: "..and to make such rules and
regulations not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this state, or of the United States, as
they may deem expedient: Provided, that they shall not possess, and enjoy real estate to a
greater amount that five thousand dollars."3 The lack of home rule by local communities was
instituted early in Alabama's history and still is a dominant factor codified by the 1901 Alabama
Constitution, as amended over 700 times as of 2004.

"Huntsville Library. THE STOCKHOLDERS in the Huntsville Library are hereby
informed, that in pursuance of a resolution of the Board of Directors, Books will hereafter be
delivered from the Library on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, ONLY, from 11 to 1 o'clock
each day. THE LIBRARIAN."3 The constitution of the Huntsville Library Company was
revised in June 1824.

"At a meeting of the Stockholders of the Huntsville Library Company, on the 12 instant,
- the annual contribution of members was reduced to $3, payable in two installments of $1.50
each, on the first Mondays in January and July.

The following preamble and resolutions were also adopted: —



WHEREAS, all the Stockholders of the Huntsville Library Company are in arrears for
annual contributions, agreeably to the existing Constitution and By-Laws of the said Company,
and for some of which the said company have ordered their stock to be publicly sold, which
was done - And for the purpose of reinstating all delinquents to the full use of the library, and
to the privileges of membership - Be it Resolved, That all stockholders be reinstated in all their
rights and privileges, by paying, in lieu of all fines, forfeitures and contributions which have
heretofore accrued, the sum of two dollars, to the Treasurer of the said Company, on or before
the first day of July next, at the same time subscribing their acceptance of the Charter which has
been granted to the said Company by the late act of the legislature, and the Constitution and
By-Laws recently adopted.

Be it further resolved, That new certificates of stock shall be issued to all those
stockholders whose shares have been publicly sold, on their paying to the Treasurer the sum of
two dollars, agreeably to the foregoing resolution and subscribing to the Charter &
Constitution.

All shares having originally cost 20 dollars, and the price of shares having reduced to 10
dollars each - It is resolved, That the old certificates of stock may be surrendered by the holder,
and in lieu thereof two shares shall be issued for each original share.

Resolved, That stockholders be deprived the use of the Library until all arrears are paid
agreeably to the foregoing resolutions.

Pursuant to the foregoing resolutions, the Charter, Constitution and By-Laws have been
transcribed and deposited with the Librarian for the signatures of stockholders.

Persons who have lost their certificates of stock, or to whom certificates have never been
issued, are directed to make application to the Directors.

New certificates of stock will be issued as soon as practical after the surrender of the old
ones.

N. B. All persons having books belonging to the Library are requested to return them
without delay. GEORGE FEARN, Sec'y"2

Less than a year after the problem about the stock price dropping and the company in
financial trouble, an advertisement appeared in the Alabama Republican, April 29, 1825, "2 or 3
shares in the Huntsville Library may be obtained for about one half their original cost, on
application at this office."33"HUNTSVILLE LIBRARY All persons having BOOKS belonging to
the library, which have been retained longer than the lawful period, are requested to return
them. A. WOODWARD, Librarian April 16,1826."34 The problem of returning books in a timely
manner was an age-old continuing problem.

"Notice to the Stockholders in the Huntsville Library Company. All persons indebted to
the Company are required to make payment on or before the 13th March next; and in default
thereof, notice is hereby given, that the stock of all who shall then be indebted to the amount of
85; for fines or contributions, will be sold at public auction, at the Town Hall. Contributions due
since the 24th August, 1833, have been remitted by order of the Company. Geo. Feam,
Treasurer."®

The disappearance of the Huntsville Library Company in the 1830s, and other similar
companies, was characterized by Reverend John B. Wight, a library activist in the Boston area,
as he addressed the Massachusetts General Court in 1854:

"While they have contributed much to a more general diffusion of knowledge and
mental culture among their associated proprietors, experience has fully shown that their
permanence is not to be depended on. With the exception of a few in the large towns which
have been well maintained, their fate has been very much as follows. For a few years after the



formation of the library everything goes well. Its books are read with avidity. New books are
occasionally added. Those who have shares find it pleasant and improving to participate in its
advantages. But before many years its prosperity begins to decline. Some of the proprietors
have deceased. Others have removed from town. Others have been unfortunate in business. The
annual assessments cease to be paid. New publications are no longer purchased. The library
falls into disuse. For a long time there are no books in circulation and then perhaps when the
attention of some influential person happens to be drawn to the subject the old library is
reorganized or a new one is formed, to pass through a similar course of growth, decline and
neglect."3%

"The second library was known as The Hermathenian Library. No dates of this library
have been found but we do know by the bookplates that they used many of the same books that
were in the Huntsville Library."37 It is presumed that Hermathenian is a combination of
Hermes, the Greek god of commerce, eloguence, invention, and travel, and Athena, the Greek
goddess of wisdom.

The third library was The Cliosophic Society of the Greene Academy for young men.
This school was in operation from 1821 until it was burned by northern soldiers during the War
Between the States. The Greene Academy was on the site of the existing East Clinton
Elementary School at Clinton Avenue and Calhoun Street.8 The Cliosophic Society was a
debating society founded on June 7, 1770. It was one of several literary societies in American
colleges. They constructed and taught their own curricula, selected and bought their own
books, and operated their own libraries, which were sometimes larger than that of the host
institution. Their libraries afforded undergraduates easy access to the world outside; their
debates trained generations to consider the great public issues of the day, from slavery to
American expansion, from women's rights to the dismemberment of the union.®

The Greene Academy mentioned above was one of more than 250 academies (private
high schools) chartered by the Alabama legislature between 1820 and 1860. There was no
regulation, as the people in each area and town could apply for a charter, give the academy a
name and direct in any way the leaders decided.4

The William's Huntsville City Directory, 2859-60, owned by Benjamin P. Young, was still
in the library archives in 2004. The Huntsville Cih/ Council Code of Ordinances, 1861, printed by
William Acken, Esq., was also in the 2004 archives. Huntsville individuals and businesses were
listed in the directory, as well as all the post offices in the United States, [without zip codes] The
Hermathenian Library, organized in 1854, meets at Greene Academy every Saturday night, was
in the directory.4

Clement Claiborne Clay, a son of an Alabama governor, congressman and a U.S.
Senator, was elected a United States Senator from Alabama in 1853. He was an ardent defender
of Southern rights and earned the nickname "Copperhead" by his Northern Senate colleagues.
He remained an active Confederate politician during the War for Southern Independence. The
President of the United States placed a bounty on Clay's head of $25,000 for complicity in the
murder of President Abraham Lincoln. Clay surrendered to Union troops on May 12, 1865,
three days after the bounty was posted.® Clay was imprisoned at Fort Monroe, Virginia with
Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy. Clay's wife sent her 365-day prayer book to her
husband during his internment. He wrote pencil notes about his captivity in the margins of the
prayer book. That book was still in fine condition in the library archives in 2004 43

Libraries in America evolved slowly as the country expanded westward. Reading books
was a leisure activity in a period when leisure time was at a minimum because people spent
their time farming and in other labors to make a living. During the middle of the 19th Century,



English library thoughts were picked up in the Eastern United States that public libraries
should be tied in with broad educational goals to educate the general public, not just the elite.
Education was starting to win battles over theology in that era. Carl Russell Fish described
those times,

"Self improvement...under the impulse of national elation...became not merely a
solemn duty, with fear of failure always present and with escape from damnation as its most
insistent motive; it was a thrilling almost gay, opportunity; a sure key to treasures of heaven
and earth. Seldom have people thronged so merrily to school."44 Educational reform was a
necessary precursor to public libraries. Horace Mann was secretary to the Massachusetts Board
of Education in the 1830s and 1840s. He wrote in his third annual report in 1839: "After the
rising generation have acquired habits of intelligent reading in our schools, what shall they
read?...ioT, with no books to read, the power of reading will be useless." He studied the social
libraries in the state and determined there were 180,000 volumes in the state's social libraries,
but they were available to only one-seventh of the population. He urged more support for
school-district libraries. He said, "Had | the power, | would scatter libraries over the whole
land, as the sower sows his wheat-field."4 Ninety-eight years later, a sower of libraries would
enter the Huntsville area and change the school and public library situation with a professional
approach.

Reverend Wight, of Wayland, Massachusetts, quoted previously, was a state
representative and instrumental in getting library legislation passed in Massachusetts in 1851.
He continually extolled the many virtues of libraries, for example, he talked about the Wayland
library:

"On Saturday afternoon ladies, and young ladies, and girls, frequent it and have a good
time of friendly greetings and pleasant intercourse. In the evening men, and young men and
boys may be found there, spending an hour or two in a rational and useful manner, under the
quiet influence and suggestive association of the place. All carry away with them instructive
and interesting books adapted to their peculiar capacities, tastes, and wants, and furnishing
them with innocent and improving occupation in their leisure hours....Every Father and Mother
who understands the subject, must feel, that in such a library their children will have
advantages for acquiring much of the mental culture and general information, which is the
principal and most valuable result of an extensive and liberal education."46

Several New England towns claim to have the first public library, but it was Boston's
tax-supported library that opened in 1854 that is given credit for establishing the public library
trend in the United States. It would take Alabama another 50 years to have a public library.

The concept of tying educational goals and libraries for everybody did not permeate
Alabama. Alabama was a poor agricultural state, growing mostly cotton. The years before the
Civil War found northern Alabama farmers switching to grains because the cotton from north
Alabama did not bring as good a price as did the cotton from the Mobile area. Decent economic
conditions are a precursor to schools, and schools are precursors to libraries. But, just as
important is the fact that libraries were urban phenomena, and Alabama was heavily
agricultural.

The Mobile area started the first public schools in Alabama in 1852. The Alabama
legislature passed the Public School Act of 1854, which provided for centralization of the school
system. A state superintendent of education was to be elected by the legislature and hold office
for two years. The act appropriated $100,000 from the state treasury each year for public schools
and set aside moneys from certain special funds for education. The educational system in
Alabama started to make some progress, until the Civil War.47 There is little evidence of



libraries in North Alabama during the mid- to late-19th century. The pre-Civil War conditions
got worse during the war, and not much better during the Reconstruction period, generally
considered ended in 1877 when Rutherford B. Hayes was elected president.

In 1853 there was a "Call for a Convention of Librarians" to be held in New York City on
Thursday, September 15, 1853. Twenty-six librarians from the most prestigious city and
university libraries in the northeastern United States signed the Call "...believing that the
knowledge of books, and the foundation and management of collections of them for public use,
may be promoted by consultation and concert among librarians and others interested in
bibliography... for the purpose of conferring together upon the means of advancing the
prosperity and usefulness of public libraries, and for the suggestion and discussion of topics of
importance to book collectors and readers."48 The convention came to naught and the Civil War
stymied any further progress of this idea. In the 1850s Alabamians were not interested in
libraries, but in seceding from the Union.

The new Alabama Constitution of 1868 placed more emphasis on public schools (again)
and women's rights. Some historians credit the Carpetbaggers (Northerners who invaded the
South during the Reconstruction) with bringing more public schools to Alabama.4Q The
Scalawags, white Southerners acting to support Reconstruction, were opposed by the majority
of the white population, who were hostile to the Northerners and wanted to restore the pre-
Civil War societal structures. The post-Civil War emancipation of the slaves reduced the
plantation system to a subsistence level, that is, to produce not for the market but only for the
immediate needs of the workers. The waste of human potential during this era was devastating
to society and the economic environment. Education and libraries cannot flourish in such an
economic society.

The idea of a librarian convention was revived in the aftermath of the Civil War. During
October 4-6, 1876, 103 persons, 90 men and 13 women, gathered in the rooms of the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia to found the American Library Association (ALA). The
year 1876 was chosen because it was the centennial celebration of the founding of the United
States. Six attendees from the 1853 convention were on hand at the 1876 convention to remind
the attendees that it was very easy to pass resolutions about annual conferences and cooperative
work, but it was a different matter to follow through with action. The ALA did survive from
that convention and one hundred years later it had grown and prospered as the oldest, largest,
and strongest library association in the world.

In 1876 Alabamians were still not interested in libraries because economic conditions
were not good enough. The power structure had approved the Constitution of 1875, which
"emphasized white supremacy, economy, honesty and retrenchment in government." The
Board of Education was abolished as a "useless appendage."® If the government was not
interested in pushing education, there was no need for libraries during the 1870's. The number
of newspapers in Alabama kept increasing during the last half of the 19thcentury, so perhaps
that encouraged some people to want to learn how to read, but that implies schools. Some of the
plantation homes had large libraries, but the number of book readers is questionable.

The First International Conference of Librarians was held in London in October 1877.
John Winter Jones, Librarian of the British Museum said, "The idea of holding a Conference of
Librarians originated in America—in that country of energy and activity which has set the
world so many good examples, and of which a Conference of Librarians is not the least
valuable, looking to the practical results which may be anticipated from it." England founded
its own library association in October 1877 at the international meeting cited above.5l



As stated earlier in this chapter, libraries came from Europe as part of the Western
civilization and culture. But, it was in an American context of freedom of ideas and expanding
country that the associations of like thinking people were allowed to flourish. There were
professional organizations in Europe from ancient days, but librarianship was not a profession
in the middle of the 19thCentury. Only in America could there be an initial coalescing of ideas
to found a library association. The early European libraries were founded by monks, churches,
kings, and other rich and powerful rulers. European societies had been locked into stratified
classes for many centuries of perpetuation of the same system. Change was difficult because the
powerful had no incentive to change old power structures. Public libraries are trailing cultural
activities that depend on a critical mass of urban populations before libraries are founded. Only
in an expanding American not driven by old stratification could the idea of equality be the
driving force for educating the general population, which in turn made possible our public
library system. The industrial age in the United States was magnified by the Civil War and it
continued to expand throughout the late 1800s. In 1870 the total population of librarians in the
United States was reported at 213. In 1976, on the one hundredth anniversary of the American
Library Association, the membership in the ALA was more than 33,000.

Alabama, along with most of the southeastern states, has long been a laggard in
providing for public education. The plantation owners of the 19thCentury had a strong abiding
economic interest in having slave labor and keeping the general white population from raising
themselves upward. This trend continued in Alabama into the 20th Century because the steel
mills, owned by northern white industrialists, were largely populated by slaves and poor
whites. Although Alabama had steel mills, the age of iron, steam and industry generally
bypassed Alabama. All of this constrained the growth of public libraries, which equally affected
Huntsville until the 1940's.

Richard Rogers Bowker (1848-1933) was the publisher of the Publishers Weekly and the
editor of the Libran/ journal, which were instrumental in maintaining the momentum of the
newly founded American Library Association. He was one of the giants of the early ALA. His
company continued uninterrupted to 2004 as R.R. Bowker, which is the official United States
agency for the issuance of International Standard Book Numbers (ISBN). ISBN's identifv the
publishing company and provide a unigue number for each book. Commercial books require an
ISBN to be accepted within the book publishing and selling community. ISBN's are readily
available to self-publishers, such as this author. Several years ago | self-published a book and 1
paid a fee of $195 to R.R. Bowker, for which | received a block of ten ISBN's that | control and
can assign the number for any new book published by my publishing name.

Melvil Dewey (1851-1931) was another of the early ALA leaders. Dewey was the
organizer of the 1876 convention. He was the first secretary of the ALA at the tender age of 25.
He was the originator of the Dewey Decimal System, the book classification still in use today in
some libraries. Dewey, anonymously, while a student at Amherst College, wrote a 42-page
booklet titled Classification and Subject Indexfor Cataloguing and Arranging Books and Pamphlets ofa
Libran/. Others have since adopted the Library of Congress system, which starts with a letter. In
1876, the first Libranj journal was named the American Libran/ journal, but at the International
Library Conference in 1877 it was agreed to drop "American" so the journal would apply to
both the English and American associations. Melvil Dewey was the energetic editor that made
the journal a valuable element on both sides of the Atlantic.®2

"The first library after the War Between the States was the library of the Huntsville
Literary Debating Society, which was organized March 1, 1870. The library has some of the
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books which had belonged to the old Huntsville Library and the Hermathenian Library. One
book still contains the three book plates.

The Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) had established a library in its building
on Estes Street. Mrs. Anthony, widow of Dr. LeRoy Anthony, gave his large and valuable
library to this organization. A Reverend J. T. Thompson also donated many valuable books"53

The Huntsville Circulating Library was established about June 1891 and had the motto,
"Vita sine literis mors est" (Latin: Life without literature (or books) is death). The library was
located in a corner in Murray and Smith's Book Store. Mrs. V. A. Betts was the librarian. The
library moved to the YMCA in August 1891. Earlier in this chapter the social library was
discussed. The circulating library was generally based on people paying to read the books, but
there was no corporation as with the social library. The circulating library was a commercial
enterprise to make money, so it had to match the popular taste in books. That meant it did not
stock the history of Rome, but had fiction and romance novels, etc.

Upon the library's departure from the Murray and Smith store, Mrs. Betts wrote the
following letter to the owners.

"We cannot leave the genial firm that always smiled us a kindly welcome
without offering them our grateful acknowledgement for their unexceptional deportment
during our stay of three months in their home. To their assistance and encouragement we really
owe our beginning.

We would also offer thanks to Mr. Kolb, the eye of the establishment, for more
than one act of kindness, and to Mr. Daniel, the accomplished engraver, our
remembrance of such delicate courtesies as only a refined man knows how to show a
woman.

Nor would we pass out of these pleasant doors without the recognition of the
services of their excellent porter, Marion Moore, whose thoughtfulness spared us many
a weary step.

Adieu to a pleasant past.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) V. A. Betts'
Librarian"%

The establishment of the circulating library in 1891 was coincidently with the changing
fortunes of Huntsville during the 1890s. Electricity had been introduced into Huntsville in 1882.
The Northern capitalists introduced their capital into Huntsville in the form of multiple cotton
mills and other small industries. The first free mail delivery was in 1892 and the first long
distance telephone call in 1896. A non-agricultural infrastructure was slowly coming to a town
that had gone nowhere since before the Civil War. The population of Huntsville "boomed"
from 4,977 in 1870 to 8,068 in 1900, a 62 percent increase in 30 years, albeit not impressive by
modern standards. But remember, Huntsville was "nowhere."

There was another significant event in 1896 that impacted Huntsville and the entire
South. The United States Supreme Court decision, Plessy versus Ferguson, set the precedent
that "separate" facilities for blacks and whites were constitutional as long as they were "equal.”
The "separate but equal" doctrine extended to almost every aspect of public life. It would
remain that way until the "Brown versus the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas" Supreme
Court decision of 1954.

"We can really feel the atmosphere so that corner library in Murray and Smith's.
Imagine it. Surrounded by Haviland china, cutglass, rare Delph, Venetian glass, cases of silver,
and shelves of books for sale. Mr Murray was a large, broad-faced, large-mouthed man who
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was interested in fine things. Having been superintendent of schools in Huntsville, he was
interested in keeping culture alive. His taste for beautiful things was seen in the articles he
selected for his store. The library was lucky to have such a place.

"The candidates for the position of librarian in 1895 were Mrs. M.V. Douglass,
Miss Etta Matthews, Miss Meneese Pattison, and Miss Virginia Clay. Miss Mathews was
appointed. Mr. Conrad O'Shaughnessy was elected secretary and treasurer. The librarian was in
the library from three o'clock to five o'clock twice a week to check loans, collect dues, and to
order new books and repair old ones. As the books were on open shelves, they were selected by
the borrower.

Every now and then the members gave benefits for its maintenance. There was also a
charge of One Dollar a year for membership and fines for books which are overdue. The first lot
of books were procured by private subscriptions collected by Miss Matthews, Mrs. L.S. Noble,
one Mrs. Connor, and Mr. Conrad O'Shaughnessy. An addition of the books from the Young
Men's Christian Association was a good increase in the number of books for public [not really
public since it was for members only] use. Other books were added by receipts from public
entertainment.

Such an evening's amusement was arranged by Mrs. L.S. Noble and Mrs. S. Morgan at
the Huntsville Hotel on April 23, 1895. Dancing was always a popular amusement. Mrs. Noble
employed a good band and obtained permission to use the hotel dining room. She succeeded in
drawing a large crowd who danced until dawn was breaking - a scandalous thing to do, very
much against the health and morals of the community. But it was done nevertheless."%

In 1895 the Library was moved from the Y.M.C.A. to the Gordon Building on Franklin
Street. It was now open to the public on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, but by 1897 the
circulation has increased to such an extent that it was necessary to operate every afternoon to
take care of the public. The hours were also changed from 2:30 to 4:30 P.M. At the election of the
Huntsville Library Association in 1897, Miss Emma Wells was chosen president. "She was an
active person, pleasing in manner and earnest in public service. Mrs. Felix Baldridge, the
beautiful wife of Dr. Felix Baldridge, was elected vice-president. She was a college woman, and
inveterate reader, aggressive, and determined to make the library a certainty. She was one of its
chief workers. Miss Etta Matthews retained her post and Mrs. Henry Dillard was elected in Mr.
O'Shaughnessy’'s place. The directors were also a strong group: Misses Katie Mastin, Belle
Farris, Lula Miller, Lizzie Vogel, Dr. P.L. Brouillette, and Mr. Jere Murphy. They began a series
of entertainments.

Twice that year they selected living pictures as a means of drawing a crowd to supply
money when Mr. Charles Dana Gibson was a recognized artist - recognized, that is, by the
public. His ink drawings were sold by the foot. His heads were prized possessions. He turned
them out by the hundreds it seemed just to show that he could. His work was chosen for
tableaux at the Huntsville Hotel. There were two presentations at Twenty Five Cents at
entrance. Tea, chocolate, and pictures were also sold. Patrons were asked to donate books, too.
Mrs. Felix Baldridge and Mrs. Walter I. Wellman served the chocolate. Both were beautiful
women; one a brunette, the other a blonde. Mrs. D.l. White, also a handsome woman, served
tea. They were assisted by Misses May Steele, Felica Hubbard, Grace Russel, Olive Nucholls,
Mamie Fletcher, Byrd Ludlow, Kate Mastin, Betty Mathews, and Mabel Hinchcliffe.

Dr. J.E. Darwin and Mr. W.I. Wellman auctioned reprints of Edwin A. Abbey, A.B. Frost,
Charles Dana Gibson, Wells H. Lowe, Howard Pike, W.T. Smedley, and Alice Barbour Stevens.
The net receipts of this entertainment were Forty Dollars.
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Miss Etta Matthews made a capable and agreeable librarian. She was a handsome blond
with lovely blue eyes and golden hair. Her quiet manner and deep musical voice won many
friends without effort. She was an asset to the work. By the close of the century the library had
many regular members and a nice book collection."%

"Public Library Association, Annual Meeting of Stockholders. The regular Annual
meeting of the members of said Association will be held at the city hall at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, January 7th 1897, for the election of new officers for the year 1897, and the transaction
of other business as may come before them. All members in good standing are entitled to vote,
and are urged to be present at said meeting, or send their proxies. Paul Speake, Pres't"5/

"In about 1899 or 1900 the library was carried to a room over the Fire Hall, which was
then located in the old City Hall-Market House building where the Twickenham Hotel now
stands. Miss Emma Wells and Mrs. Arthur Owen Wilson acted as librarians without
remunerations.

From there it was moved to an upstairs room in the Hundley Building on the East Side
of the Square. Mrs. Wilson continued as librarian. Rabbi Jacobs and Miss Nora Davis were very
interested in a library for Huntsville and did much to help it in its early struggles. [We will see
more about Nora Davis later.] The library remained at that site until it was moved to the
Carnegie Building which it now occupies."3

In his 1984 book, Public Libraries in America, William Fletcher wrote, "librarianship
affords a fine field for women's work, and a decided majority of all American librarians are
women." He said that precisely half of the largest 100 libraries listed in his book were headed
by women. Fletcher did not mention that women did not head the largest and most significant
libraries. The number of men and women librarians heading the Huntsville-Madison County
Public Library should be remembered as this history marches through time.

Membership in the American Library Association passed over 1,000 in 1902. The
association was growing stronger along with the country. The issue of whether librarianship
was a profession, not just a job, was debated frequently in the group and continued to be
debated for several decades. Professionalism implies ethics, a code of conduct, a scientific
approach to the management of the activities and an educational process to learn the necessary
job skills. During this era the Library of Congress first began the distribution of printed catalog
cards and began to assume leadership for future cataloguing rules. During this same period
Andrew Carnegie started to distribute money for public and school libraries. The activities
above set the stage for Alabama librarians to finally get moving and organize themselves.

The Alabama Library Association was formed on Monday, November 21, 1904 at a
meeting in Montgomery in the Carnegie Library building. No one from Huntsville attended,
although two persons from Athens did. The first president was Thomas M. Owen, LL. D.,
Director, Department of Archives and History, Montgomery.

"Dr. Owen again addressed the meeting, calling attention to recent press reports in
reference to the closing of the Huntsville library. Such a step, he thought, would be extremely
unfortunate, and the moral influence of the Association should be set against it. He therefore
offered the following resolution, which, after being read, was seconded by several, and
unanimously adapted, viz: 'This body having heard with profound regret that the Huntsville
Library Association expects to close the library it has maintained in that city for the past eleven
years; now therefore be it 'Resolved, try the Alabama Libranj Association, That a most earnest
appeal is hereby made to the said Huntsville Library Association to reconsider its determination
to discontinue its library, and hope is expressed that some means may be devised whereby
future support may be obtained™ (Proc, 1, AL-21)
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The last section of the Proceedings of the First Meeting of the Alabama Library Association
contained a list of all the public and school libraries in the State, to the best of its knowledge.
Huntsville was listed as having a Garrisonia Library founded in 1870. The date, but not the
name, corresponds to the earlier cited Huntsville library in 1870.3

"First serious consideration of library legislation by the state legislature results in the
Library Act of 1907, which establishes the principle of state support for library services by
authorizing and financing the Library Extension Division of the Department of Archives and
History. This division was to operate a system of traveling libraries for the entire state. These
mobile libraries would consist of 25-35 books sent to rural counties and schools for a period of
up to four months; shipping and transportation costs were to be paid by recipients.
Establishment of school and public libraries was to be encouraged and assisted, and a summer
course in library instruction instituted."

Theodore Roosevelt was the twenty-sixth president of the United States in 1907 and the
Panama Canal was under construction. The first 90-some years of the Huntsville library went
through fits and starts with limited success, but that was also true for the entire state. Potential
progress was stifled by the Civil War, but more importantly, the power-hungry, selfish, state
leadership failed miserably to improve the lot of its citizens in every respect throughout the 19th
century.
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Chapter 2

Carnegie Was Here

"What is more important in a library than anything
else - is thefact that it exists."

Archibald MacLeish
"The Premise of Meaning"
American Scholar (June 5, 1972)
The Quotable Book Lover

On February 29, 1916, a leap year Tuesday, The Huntsville Carnegie [Public] Library
was formally opened to the public. This was the genesis of the modern era Huntsville-Madison
County Public Library. Public is in brackets because of the varied definitions of public. Was it
an auspicious coincidence or purposefully chosen that the Carnegie Library opened on a leap-
year day? Perhaps we will never know, but it was a well-timed event for Huntsville. In the
previous chapter, social and circulating libraries were defined. One of the characteristics of a
public library is that it is supported by a government entity, while social and circulating
libraries had no relationship to government. Woodrow Wilson was the twentieth-eighth
president of the United States.

The Carnegie Library was so named because the library building was constructed by
money donated by Andrew Carnegie. Carnegie, 1835-1919, was born in Scotland, but moved
with his family to the United States in 1846 and settled in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, a suburb of
Pittsburgh. He worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad from 1853 until 1865. He invested in
railroad sleeping cars and introduced the first successful sleeping car on an American railroad.
He invested in oil development in 1862, three years after oil was discovered in Titusville,
Pennsylvania. He eventually founded the Carnegie Steel Company and sold that business in
1901 for $250 million. He was one of the richest men in America.

Carnegie then retired and devoted the rest of his life to philanthropy. Before he sold his
company he was already considering what to do with his money. In 1889 he wrote a famous
essay entitled "The Gospel of Wealth," in which he stated that wealthy men should live without
extravagance, provide moderately for their dependents, and distribute the rest of their riches to
benefit the welfare and happiness of the common man—with the consideration to help only
those who would help themselves. His second essay "The Best Fields for Philanthropy," listed
seven fields to which the wealthy should donate: universities, libraries, medical centers, public
parks, meeting and concert halls, public baths, and churches. He later expanded this list to
include gifts that promoted scientific research, the general spread of knowledge, and the
promotion of world peace.

Carnegie's formal education was from 8 to 11 years of age. Children did not go to school
very much in the mid-1800s. In his birthplace of Dunfermline, about 12 miles northwest of
Edinburgh across the Firth of Forth, he participated in discussions about books borrowed from
the Tradesmen's Subscription Library that his father, a weaver, helped create. Subscription
means paying for the opportunity to read books, neither free nor public.
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While working as a messenger for the railroad in the early 1850s, Carnegie was
introduced to Colonel James Anderson of Allegheny, who every Saturday opened his personal
library to any young worker who wished to borrow a book. Carnegie later said the colonel
opened the windows through which the light of knowledge streamed. In 1853, when the
colonel's representatives tried to restrict the library's use, Carnegie wrote a letter to the editor of
the Pittsburgh Dispatch defending the right of all working boys to enjoy the pleasures of the
library. More important, he resolved that, should he ever be wealthy, he would make similar
opportunities available to other poor workers. He was obviously a believer in the power of
knowledge and kept his word.

When Carnegie died in 1919 he had given away $350,695,653, mostly through the Carnegie
Foundation started in 1911. He endowed over $62 million of that for the building of 2,811 Free
Libraries in communities across the United States and other English speaking countries,
including 1,946 in the United States.1 Huntsville received a grant of $12,500 from the Carnegie
Foundation on 8 May 1914 for the establishment of a public library. Huntsville did not have a
public library before that.2

The Constitution and By-Laws of the Carnegie Library Governing Board of Huntsville,
Alabama were derived from an ordinance adapted by the City Commissioners of Huntsville on
17 December 1915.

< "The Board was to be known as the Carnegie Library Board.

< The Board was authorized to solicit donations for equipment and maintenance.

= The city reserves the right to elect the librarian.

= There was to be strict accounting of receipts and expenditures of money.

= The Board consisted of ten members.

< There were three standing committees: Library; House and Grounds; and Book.

e "The use of the Library is hereby limited to residents of Madison County, of the white

race." (Copy of original document, undated)

Fourteen Carnegie Libraries were established in Alabama, which placed 28thamong the 46
states in the number of libraries, and was 3rd among 11 southeastern states. Alabama rated 32d
in the total amount of dollars received with $195,800. Alabama ranked 42mrd in the number of
dollars received per 100 population with $7.40 per 100 people.3 An Alabama State Library
Association was organized in 1904 and a State Library Commission organized in 1907.

The list of communities in Alabama receiving a Carnegie Grant is below. The towns are
listed in the chronological order when they each received the grant, which was generally
correlated to the timing of the paperwork submission by the town. In each case the name of the
town will be followed by a yes or no, which answers the question, "Was a public library
established before the Carnegie Grant?" That will be followed by the amount of money and the
date.

< Montgomery/No/$50,000/February 13,1901

< Eufaula/No/$10,000/February 2,1903

e Decatur/No/$12,500/February 12,1903

e Selma/No/$11,800/ April 13,1903

= Gadsden/No0/$10,000/November 18, 9003

< Ensley/No/$10,000/March 25,1905

< Bessemer/No0/$10,000/February 13,1906

e Talladega/No0/$12,500/Februarv 13,1906

< Avondale/No0/3$10,000/December 13,1907
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= Troy/No/$10,000/April 6,1908

e West End/No/$10,000/February 1,1909

= Union Springs/No/$7,000/January 6,1911

= Huntsville/No0/$12,500/May 8,1914

< Anniston/No/$20,000/May 15,19164

Decatur was eleven years ahead of Huntsville, or stated another way, Huntsville was
eleven years behind its neighbor. In 1910 the population of Huntsville was 7,611 people, while
Decatur's was 4,228. Decatur was on the most direct line between Nashville and Birmingham,
as there was a railroad bridge over the Tennessee River before the Civil War.

Now that the principal statistics are out of the way, let us go back and explore the inner
workings of the Carnegie library philanthropy operation.

Andrew Carnegie supplied the money, but the man who did all the work and made
almost all decisions was James Bertram. Bertram was a fellow Scot like Carnegie and was born
in the village of Corstorphine, now part of Edinburgh, in 1872. He was educated in the
equivalent of a business high school. After several jobs and some sickness, he applied for the
position of private secretary to Carnegie. After a three-month trial period, he was Carnegie's
confidential secretary for seventeen years, from 1897 to 1914, and secretary to the Carnegie
Corporation of New York from 1911 to 1934,

Bertram was the consummate administrative secretary. When word of Carnegie's
decision to give away most of his fortune, requests flooded in from all over the world, to
include churches and libraries. Bertram organized the chaos into order and ran the operation
from Carnegie's home, which was in two consecutive locations in New York City. He was the
buffer between the hordes of applicants and Carnegie, and also served as a watchdog on the
treasury.

Bertram published procedures and a questionnaire to be returned by the town
applicants. Bertram was businesslike and brevity was the norm. This led to a certain abruptness,
rudeness, and lack of tact and patience. For example, a newspaper editor wrote a letter asking
for information on how to obtain a grant. Bertram replied,

"Dear Sir:

It is an extraordinary fact that after Mr. Carnegie has given some thirty or forty libraries
in Indiana, and the detailed applications and also Mr. Carnegie's response have been printed in
its daily press, a Newspaper Editor writes and professes ignorance as to how to proceed or as to
what is required."

Bravo, Mr. Bertram, that was well stated. And to another letter that asked for a copy of
an important misplaced letter, Bertram asked, "Do you mean to say that you have lost the letter
promising you $10,000? This is extraordinary!" To repeat a common phrase, Bertram suffered
no fools.5

When towns sent a request letter to Bertram, he sent back the following questionnaire
(several similar versions):

Name of Town__

Population___

Has it a Library at present?__

Number of books (excluding government reports)?
Circulation for the last year?

How is Library housed?

Number of rooms, their measurements and uses?
Finances according to the last annual report:

N O OE WD R
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Receipts Expenditures

From Taxes Rent
Other Income Other Costs
Total

9. a) Rate at which municipality will pledge annual support (with a tax levy) if
building is obtained

b) What is the highest rate of tax levy allowed by law?

¢) How much income would this rate have yielded for the last five years?_

10. Is the requisite site available?
11. Amount, if any, already collected toward building_____

"To facilitate Mr. Carnegie's consideration of your appeal, will you oblige by
filling in the above, and return with a statement of any particulars likely to assist in
making decision? It is necessary to give explicit answers to each question, as in absence
of such, there is no basis for action, and the matter will be delayed pending further
communication.”

The following form was utilized to show that the community accepted the library grant
as well as the specified responsibilities.

"A Resolution to Accept the Donation of Andrew Carnegie

Whereas, Andrew Carnegie has agreed to furnish____ Dollars to the___ (name of

community) to erect a Free Public Library Building, on condition that the said

community shall pledge itself by a Resolution of Council, to support a Free Public

Library, at a cost of not less than Dollars a year, and provide a suitable site for the
said building.
Now therefore be it resolved by Council of (name of community) that said

community accept said donation, and it does hereby pledge itself to the requirements of

Andrew Carnegie. Resolved that it will furnish a suitable site for said building when

erected, at a cost of not less than____ Dollars. Resolved that an annual levy shall

hereafter be made upon the taxable property of said community sufficient in amount to
comply with the above requirements.” The signatures of the clerk and mayor and
witnessing statement of clerk followed.6

Some explanation of the rationale behind some of the requirements is necessary.
Carnegie wanted to ensure that maintenance funds were approximately ten percent of the
building's cost, and not by donations but came from the city's tax structure on a continuing
basis. Carnegie would not pay for the books to fill the library. Two operative words in the
document were: "Free Public." It was intended that there be no fees for entrance nor for each
book borrowed. The Carnegie group was well aware of the conditions of segregation in the
South. It imposed no political statement about those conditions and overlooked the fact that the
libraries would be free to whites, and that Negroes would be excluded.

The Carnegie documentation provided six sample-building plans with specific layouts
and guidance. But this approach only started in 1908 after James Bertram began to examine
building plans. Before 1908 there was no guidance to grant recipients. For example, in 1902
Bertram was shown a drawing of a library in Denver and wrote, "I am sorry to have money
wasted in this way - This is no practical plan. Too many pillars."7 Library planners were told to
guard against wasted space at the building entrance, as large elaborate entrance ways were
costly and space-consuming. Bertram gave little guidance about the exterior, except to keep it
plain and dignified, and warned against "Greek temples."8 The picture of the Huntsville
Carnegie Library certainly shows good taste in architecture and compliance with Bertram's
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guidance. Of course, the larger the town, the more emphasis on constructing a "Greek Temple"
edifice, as a picture of Houston's Carnegie Library, which had "Greek columns" on each of the
building's eight sides.9
There is an old joke that goes around military circles that the U.S. Air Force first builds
an officer's club and golf course, and then asks Congress for money to build runways. Well, the
military did not invent that scheme, so perhaps city officials did. For example, Parkersburg,
West Virginia had already been granted an increase from $25,000 to $34,000, but came back for
$2,000 more. Bertram replied to Parkersburg, "...Glancing over the photographs you have sent,
the carpets, easy chairs, reception room, etc. give one more the idea of a private house than a
Free Public Library. In a busy city library one would expect more benches and tables and fewer
carpets and arm chairs. In the newspaper room there only appears to be half a dozen
newspapers. Why is a 'reception room' needed? Why should there be a 'boardroom?' Cannot
the committee meet in the librarian's office?"10The more | read about James Bertram, the more |
liked him. Of course, this author is not a city official trying to bleed as much money as possible
from a rich source. Eufaula, Alabama added another floor to its library building as an
unauthorized auditorium and then asked Carnegie for the additional $3,000 expense. Bertram
replied NO!11
The Carnegie Corporation became concerned about broken pledges and other abuses. It
approached the problem in two ways. It sent out questionnaires to hear from the libraries
themselves. It also hired Alvin Johnson, an economics professor at Cornell University, to make a
study of the libraries. Johnson took a ten-week winding tour through the United States, visiting
some 100 Carnegie libraries of various sizes. His report was presented to the Carnegie
Corporation's board of trustees in 1916. The report was never publicly disseminated. Highlights
of the report follow:
= Social Significance of the Free Library: It was a practical and cultural service of great
value and offered instruction and entertainment to the whole literate community,
[author's italics] Library service was essentially a public service closely related to
popular education and equally deserving of public support. [It is difficult for us
today to appreciate the situation in the early 1900s.] Johnson felt the role of the
public library in the modern community was not sufficiently understood, which
caused postponement of the start of library service and the lack of adequate
appropriations after the library was established.
= Library Philanthropy: The free public library was a relatively new institution.
Johnson found in his travels that many librarians were slow to perceive the idea that
a library should actively engage in stimulating and directing the demand for books
and to seek to cooperate with other forces in the community working for popular
education and culture. The public recognized the benefits, but not sufficiently to
compel the civil authorities to adequately support the library. The philanthropy was
a key element to stimulate the process. "But the South was generally so backward in
library service that the large cities offered the best promise for cultivation of
libraries."
< Efficient Community Library Service: The library was not just to distribute printed
matter. It needed to actively engage itself in creating a demand for reading and in
directing the demand into the most profitable channels. Johnson suggested closer
contact between the library and local schools. The library staff should have a
systematic knowledge of the occupations and social conditions of the community.
An active library would be able to gain support from the population, schools,
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employers, and workingmen's organizations, the better to be able to compete for
financial resources. "It might be wise to attempt to win the support of other
influences for the library through the sharing of clubrooms and lecture halls,
particularly in areas where the reading habit had not been fully developed (as in the
South and in many small towns throughout much of the country.”

= Location of Carnegie Library Buildings: Johnson found that only about 10 percent of
the 100 libraries he visited enjoyed the best possible location. In the majority of cases,
the location appeared to be a distinct handicap to efficient service. The reasons for
this were several: the site was donated; the site was purchased and a good central
location could not be afforded; and the politics for a real estate motive. Johnson's
general conclusion was a local failure to understand the requirements and
potentialities of library service.

= Library Personnel: Johnson felt the efficiency of the library was largely dependent on
the character and training of the librarian and on his or her ability to understand the
community and cultivate the reading habit. In southern towns the librarian was
generally found to be a 'decayed gentlewoman with the virtues and foibles of her
class." She had no special capacity to make good her lack of library experience
through a careful study of the technical helps available in printed form to librarians.

< In other cases the office of the librarian was bestowed upon someone regarded as
especially fitted by natural instinct: a local poet, a local authority on Confederate
memoirs, or just someone who was popular and liked books. The prevailing view in
small towns all over the country was that anyone who was fairly read, polite, and
painstaking would make a satisfactory librarian. Since the community did not know
what to expect from a library or its librarian, their shortcomings were often not
recognized for a long time...."To Johnson nothing contributed more to the certainty
of library inactivity than an untrained and unintelligent librarian."

« Facilities for Library Education: Johnson concluded that the number of trained
librarians needed to be increased. At that time there were only thirteen schools
providing library science education. The librarian needed to have knowledge of
book selection, library resources, and a grasp of community and social conditions
through education that would allow for professional recognition.12

Huntsville's Carnegie Grant approval in May 1914 was timely. The Carnegie library
grants were terminated in November 1917.

"Prior to November 7, 1913, a Carnegie Library Board had been formed. Minutes of a
meeting of the Board on that date, state that the Board met to consider the investment of
$210.85, deposited to its account in the Huntsville Bank & Trust Company. The Board voted to
invest the money in the purchase of such books as the purchasing committee of the Y.M.C.A.
and a committee from the Carnegie Library Board might select. Mr. R.E. Spragins and Mrs. Felix
Baldridge were placed on this committee. The books bought were to be placed in charge of the
Y.M.C.A. for use in the Y.M.C.A. library. Should a Carnegie Library be established, the books
would be withdrawn and placed in the Carnegie Library. One stipulation made by the Carnegie
Library Board was that women as well as men be allowed to use the books on the Y.M.C.A.
[Wonder how that worked?]

The officers of the Library Board were: Mr. W.T. Hutchens, President, Mrs. Felix
Baldridge, Secretary, David Grayson, Treasurer. Mr. R.E. Spragins was the only other board
member mentioned."13
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On November 11, 1913, the Carnegie Board appeared before the city Commissioners to
ask that they make an appropriation, for the support of a Carnegie Library. It was found that
the city commissioners had already agreed to the usual conditions of supplying a suitable site
for the library building and appropriating 10% of the cost of the building per annum for
maintenance, $1500.14

On February 24, 1914, the Huntsville city commissioners met for their regular Tuesday
morning meeting at 9:30 a.m. Commissioner Lanier offered the following ordinance, which was
in writing and read as follows:

"AN ORDINANCE

WHEREAS in the opinion of the Commissioners of the City of Huntsville, the
citizens of the City would appreciate the erection of a Carnegie Library, and are willing
to pay the expense of maintaining the building, and the operation of a library therein, in
accordance with the requirements of the Carnegie Corporation donating free library
buildings.

BE IT NOW ORDAINED, that the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, annually, be
appropriated, under the requirements and conditions of said Carnegie Corporation, for
the purpose of maintaining the building and the operation of the library therein as
foresaid.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the City of Huntsville does hereby authorize
the erection of the building to be used as the Carnegie Library on the South end of the
lot recently purchased of W. L. Russell at the corner of Madison and Gates street, being
on the North side of Gates street, and on the West side of Madison street, said building
to cost $15,000.

And moved that unanimous consent be granted for the immediate consideration
of the same. The motion being seconded and the roll being called on the adoption of the
motion, the following vote was recorded:

AYES: -- Commissioners Humphrey, Lanier and O'Neal, total ...3

N A Y S - ettt bbbttt et 0"

The President of the Commission, O'Neal, declared the motion adopted and the
commissioners went on to approve the ordinance by the same vote.15 The above ordinance
closely followed the Carnegie Corporation verbiage set forth earlier in this chapter. The city's
application had apparently asked for $15,000, and therefore the $1,500 was the 10 percent of the
cost. James Bertram of the Carnegie Corporation eventually gave only $12,500 to Huntsville.
Readers who might look in other histories of Huntsville could find the figure of $15,000, but the
actual amount was $12,500, which will be in later documents.

At the City Commissioners' meeting on November 3, 1914, three representatives of the
Carnegie Library committee, E.L. Love, W.T. Hutchens and D.A. Grayson, appeared before the
Board of Commissioners and presented plans for the proposed library building. The Board
approved Mr. Grayson as a committee of one to forward the plans to the Carnegie Corporation
at New York for their approval, and to negotiate with them as they might see fit to secure the
required funds to erect said building.16 In retrospect, Grayson of Huntsville did not fare well in
negotiations with Bertram of Carnegie! It was a mismatch, considering that Bertram did not
negotiate, so Grayson came home with one-sixth less than he wanted. It would have been
fascinating to hear what Grayson told the board upon his return to the little southern (hick)
town of Huntsville.

The Library Board established several committees: Hutchens and Rev. Francis Tappey
on the committee to inspect the new building and accept it when it was satisfactory; Grayson
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and Mrs. S.JJ. Mayhew were to agree which books would be acceptable; and Grayson, Baldridge
and Mayhew were on the purchasing committee.17

On February 9, 1915 the city commissioners passed a resolution to accept the donation
from the Carnegie Corporation:

"WHEREAS, Carnegie Corporation of New York has agreed to furnish twelve-
thousand Five-Hundred Dollars, to the City of Huntsville, to erect a free Public Library
Building, on condition that said City of Huntsville shall pledge itself by Resolution of
Council to support a Free Public Library, at a cost of twelve-Hundred Fifty Dollars per
year and Provide a suitable site for said building; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Huntsville that said City of
Huntsville accept said donation, and it does hereby pledge itself to comply with the
requirements of said Carnegie Corporation of New York.

RESOLVED that it will furnish a suitable site for said building, and will maintain
a free public library in said building when erected, at a cost of twelve hundred fifty
dollars per year.

RESOLVED that the following described lot is hereby set apart and devoted to
the use of the Free Public Library, to-wit: --Beginning at the southern corner of the lot
owned by Miss Sarah Lowe, on Madison Street, thence at right and with Madison Street,
and along the south line of Miss Sarah Lowe's property in a westerly direction to the
western boundary of the City's property, and to the east boundary of a lot owned by the
estate of Charles E. Hutchens lot to the North side of Gates street; thence east along
Gates street on the North side thereof to the intersection of Gates street with the western
boundary of Madison street; thence North with Madison street on the west side thereof,
to the place of beginning.

RESOLVED, that an annual levy shall hereafter be made upon the taxable
property of said City of Huntsville, sufficient in amount to comply with the above
requirements."18
Commissioner Laughlin had replaced O'Neal on the Board.

In April 1915, "Mr. Edgar L. Love appeared before the Board of Commissioners with
plans and certificates for the proposed Carnegie Library Building. Said plans having been
already approved by the Carnegie Corporation of New York. Upon motion of Commissioner
Humphrey, it was directed by the Board that advertisements for bids for the construction of
said Library building be placed in the Mercury Banner, and sealed bids be received by the
Board on or before May 25th 1915."19"1t will be located on the city lot at the corner of Gates and
Madison Streets near the City Hall. The commissioners have appropriated $1,250 per year for
the maintenance of the library. Work will begin as soon after the contract is awarded as possible
and the library will be open to the public, it is expected, during the next autumn."2

At the regular city commissioners meeting at 9:30 A.M., Tuesday, May 25, 1915, the
sealed bids were opened and were as follows:

= Building construction:

0 Mr. Chapman.............. $11,818.90

o Rodgers Const. Co.....$11,885.00

o Baxter Brothers........... $11,500.00
< Plumbing construction

o W.T. Hutchens................ $950.00

o D.R. London............ $846.00

0 H.C.Blake.....cooorrrrununnee. $982.50
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"BAXTER BROS. Submitted the following bid also to construct said building including

heating and plumbing, provided a three inch stone veneer is used, at and for the total

sum of $11,650.00. His bid being the lowest responsible bid received, the Board of

Commissioners thereupon awarded said contract to construct said Carnegie Library in

accordance with the plans, specifications etc. prepared by Ed L. Love, architect, and in

accordance with the advertisements, notice for bids, bids, etc.,, to Baxter Bros., and

directed the President of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Huntsville to

proceed to enter into a contract with the said Baxter Bros, to so erect said building. Said

contract was entered into by and between them, the original of which was filed with the

Clerk of said City of Huntsville, and is now on file in his office."2

Note that two of the plumbing bids, W.T. Hutchens and H.C. Blake, are still familiar
names in 2004 Huntsville. W. T. Hutchens was the great grandfather of Thomas Hutchens, an
employee of the Huntsville Public Library in the Heritage Room. Thomas Hutchens was most
helpful to this author in researching applicable information.

On October 11, 1915 the city commissioners approved Miss Caroline Burke as the
Carnegie librarian at the salary of $50.00 per month.2

The building was completed by the end of November, 1915, and on December 3rd 1915,
the governing board of the Carnegie Library met at the office of Mr. David Grayson and
accompanied by the architect, Mr. E.L. Lowe, went to inspect the new building.23

On December 7, 1915, the library board wrote a letter to the city commissioners asking
that they be discharged, and that the city take over such funds as were now in the hands of the
present existing library board, and that the board of city commissioners elect or appoint a
governing board to be clothed with such authority as the board of city commissioners shall see
fit to confer from time to time. The commissioners accepted the resignations and approved "an
Advisory Board of ten members, to have duties and control of the New Carnegie Library, as the
city commissioners may hereafter confer upon them, and that the following named persons
shall constitute said Advisory Board, viz.,

Mrs. (James)Mayhew, Mrs. Paul Speake, Mrs. Ed Johnson, Mrs. D.A. Grayson, Mrs. A.C.

Dillard, Mrs. Milton Humes, Mrs. Alice B. Baldridge, Rev. Francis Tappey, Mr. W.T.

Hutchens, Hon. R.E. Spragins."2

One week after the city commissioners established the Library Advisory Board, they
passed an ordinance, which established the powers and authority of that board:

1. "The Board shall be known as the Carnegie Library Board.

2. Said Board shall be authorized to solicit donations for the equiptment (sic) and
maintenance of said Carnegie Library to be located in the Carnegie Library
Building, located at the corner of Gates and Madison Streets on the West side of
Madison and the North side of Gates Street.

The City by its Commissioners reserves the right to elect the Librarian.

The Carnegie Library Board, hereinafter referred to as the Board, shall controll
(sic) the funds raised by it.

The Board shall elect its own officers.

The Board shall cause minutes of the proceedings of its meetings to be kept.

A strict account shall be kept of the receipts and expenditures of money.

The property shall, when donated to said Library, belong to the city of Huntsville
and by it kept for the benefit of the library.

9. The board of City Commissioners shall fill vacancies occurring on Said Board.

©~ oo
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10. The Officers and members of the Board shall serve without compensation, unless
the Board shall determine to pay its Treasurer, and the Board shall fix the
amount to be paid from raised by it.

11. The Board shall determine the number of officers needed, and shall elect its
officers from its members.

12. The board shall determine when the library shall be used, and on what terms and
conditions.

13. The board shall have control of the lecture room of the Carnegie Library
Building, and shall grant permits for the use thereof, but the Board may, if it
thinks proper, entrust this duty to the Librarian.

14. The Boadr (sic) shall on the first day of January and on the first day of July of
each year, report in writing to the governing board of the City of Huntsville, the
City Commissioners.

15. The Board shall adopt its own by-laws, rules and regulations, but they must not
conflict with any of the powers reserved herein to the City Commissioners."5

On February 29, 1916, the Huntsville Carnegie Library was formally open to the public
[whites only]. Miss Caroline Burke was the first librarian and the library was to remain open
from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon, 2:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 to 9:00 every weekday and
Sunday 3:00 to 5:00. At the library board meeting, March 21, 1916, Dr. Humphrey objected to
the hours, so Sunday was eliminated and the evening hours would be on Tuesday and Saturday
evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.2%6

When the library opened, there was a set of rules which was placed in each book:

1. No person will be permitted to take out of the library more than one book at a time.

2. A book may be kept for two weeks and must be returned to the librarian before it
could be renewed for one week.

3. Persons failing to report or return a book at the expiration date will be fined $0.02
per day, which must be paid to the librarian before another book is issued to such
person.

4. No Reference Book can be taken from the library.

5. Any non-resident person will be permitted to take out a book upon the deposit of
$2.00. This will be refunded upon return of the book.

6. Any resident of Huntsville will be permitted to take a book out of the library on
presenting to the librarian a request to that effect signed by a taxpayer of the city.

7. Any person who injures a book unduly, to be determined by the Board of Control,
shall pay the value of said book when new, as shown by the valuation list kept by
the librarian.27

The library board required Baxter Brothers, the construction company, to fix a defect
(nature unknown). Mrs. Hume was placed in charge of the children's story hour. The board
paid $0.50 for cleaning and $1.75 for drayage.

At the regular meeting of the city commissioners on March 7,1916, Mrs. Milton Humes
and Mrs. F.E. Baldridge, representing the library board, asked the commissioners for a donation
from the city to purchase tables, chairs, etc. for the New Library. The commissioners ordered
the clerk to pay a sum of not more than $150.00 to library board.28 Three tables and ten chairs
were bought.

Mrs. Paul Speake, a member of the library board, resigned at the April 4, 1916 meeting
of the city commissioners, and was replaced by Miss Grace Walker.9 A dispute was brought
before the city commissioners on April 11, 1916, which took over one year to resolve. Mrs.
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Humes and Mrs. Baldridge came before the commissioners to ask that the commissioners secure
from the City School certain books then in possession of Professor R.C. Johnson, Superintendent
of the City School. Mrs. Humes stated that the books were the property of the Huntsville
Library as it existed some years before, and were placed in the City School for use by the pupils
for lack of suitable quarters elsewhere at the time. Now that the Carnegie Library was
completed and in operation, the library board felt that the library was a better location for the
books than the school building. The commissioners asked that members of the board of
education meet with the commissioners at the next meeting on April 18,1916.30

At the April 18,1916 meeting, the city commissioners appointed Reverend Francis
Tappey, Mr. W.T. Hutchens and Professor R.C. Johnson as a committee to visit the school
building, examine and select from said books such as may have been purchased by the school
children and such books as are essential in the school work, these books to be left at the City
School. The remaining books as selected by the committee to be transferred to the Carnegie
Library. The committee was given full power to settle the question as to where the books should
be located.3l Note that there were two members of the library board and only one from the City
School.

At the library board meeting of April 20, 1916, Reverend Tappey tendered his
resignation as president, which the board unanimously refused to accept, [poor guy] Mrs.
Baldridge reported the sale of 20 sections of bookcases by transfer of money to the treasury:
($8.75, Mr. Goldsmith), (7.50, Mrs. Goldsmith), (Mr. Monroe, $6,250). Four more cases to be sold
and $2.50 was due from Mr. Monroe.

May 4, 1916 was the regular meeting of the library board at the YMCA. The house
committee reported defects in paneling, toilet room floor and paint on basement floor, which
Mr. Baxter promised to repair during the summer.

At this time the children's library was located in the northeast comer of the main
reading room. A Story Hour for children was started with Mrs. Milton Humes, Chairman, of
this committee. Mrs. R.C. Bricknell offered her services. Later Mrs. Johnston reported that Miss
Nona Allen had been engaged for three weeks for the children's hour, Miss Francis Jones for
three weeks, and Miss Chapman for three weeks. Funds for books and materials for both adult
and children’'s departments were raised by public subscription. 'BOOK DAYS' were held when
house-to-house calls were made and books collected.®

Huntsville was full of graft, corruption and crime in 1916 and it makes one wonder how
the library was built and actually opened. Another story was developing under the surface of
high-minded and literary daily life. The sheriff and chief of police were openly involved in
whiskey rings, while elected officials sold patronage and took kickbacks for city and county
contracts.

February 1916 was a period of enlightenment, but the summer of 1916 turned sour.
Recently elected County Probate Judge W.T. Lawler was under investigation for election fraud.
He and his opponent, David Overton, had each spent over $20,000 in the last campaign when
they had both pledged to limit it to $1,000. [Sound familiar?]

On the morning of June 15,1916, Lawler's wife reported him missing to the sheriff, Bob
Phillips. People thought Lawler left town to avoid testifying. The sheriff assured the wife that
Lawler would show up. But in the middle of the night before, Overton had already told the
sheriff that he had killed Lawler. A cover-up was organized. Later, an anonymous note to
Deputy Sheriff Pierce said to look under the Whitesburg Bridge. The sheriff was told, but
ignored it. The deputy investigated several days later and found Lawler's body. After more
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investigation, Deputy Pierce arrested Charles Nalls, Circuit Court Clerk and Percy Brooks, a
part-time deputy, as accessories in the murder cover-up.

Events moved faster. Sheriff Phillips blew his brains out. An attorney, Shelby Pleasants,
was implicated and killed himself with the alleged murder pistol. Nalls and Brooks decided to
cooperate. A.D. Kirby, Huntsville police chief took over the investigation. He was implicated in
the whiskey ring and resigned along with his chief deputy. The governor named a new sheriff.
Overton escaped with help and was killed shortly afterward in a gunfight with police. Nalls
died of a convenient "virus" several months later. The son of Sheriff Phillips was found dead,
the victim of a "suicide." Brooks was run over by a train in Sheffield.33 But somehow the
Carnegie Library survived, even if some of the city officials did not.

A meeting of Carnegie Library Board was called Monday, June 19,1916 to report results
of soliciting contributions. Owing to a storm, no one was present except Mr. Humes and Mrs.
Grayson.

During the July 6, meeting, the soliciting committee reported the following collections:
Mrs. Humes, $5.00 from herself; Mrs. Johnston, $5.00 from the company; Rev. Tappy $146.00;
Mrs. Grayson, $16.00; Mrs. Baldridge, $5.00 (promised) Ms. Burke, the librarian, reported $7.35
in receipts; $1.00 in gifts; and $6.35 in fines.

Mrs. Humes tendered her resignation at the meeting on July 25, 1916, but was asked to
postpone it until September.

On August 29,1916 the city commissioners gave the library board the authority to select
and employ the librarian, after the term of the present librarian was completed. The city
commissioners formerly held this authority.34

September 7, 1916 - The president read to the board the offer of Mr. Ed Bett to give to
the library board the copyright of his history of Madison County, the board to assume the
responsibility of publishing. The president was instructed to refuse Mr. Bett's offer, owing to
lack of funds. The treasurer reported a balance of $177.09. The matter of the broken front step
was taken up for consideration and it was agreed that Mr. Baxter be not asked to repair same, as
he had already made repairs for which he was not responsible. A committee was formed to get
up a course of free lectures at the library. Twenty-five dollars was appropriated for the purchase
of books. A box was purchased for which citizens could drop in the names of books they
wished in the library.

On October 2,1916 there was a change in Huntsville's governmental structure. The three
city commissioners were replaced by nine city council members.

Tuesday, October 3,1916 - It was agreed that the library building should not be used for
no purposes whatsoever where charges of any kind were made. The secretary was instructed to
write letters of thanks to Mr. Baxter for his courtesies and for his gift of a bulletin board; also to
Mr. Grayson for his kindness in having stenographic work done.

December 7,1916 - Miss Burke, librarian, was re-elected for a term of six months.

January 4,1917 - New material added to the library: Sets of Books, Message, and papers
of the President; New Practical Reference Library, 6 Volumes; Spery's (?) Diplomatic
correspondence of the American Revolution, 6 Volumes.

February 1, 1917 - A committee was appointed to try to get money from the city for
books and free lights from the power company. The treasurer reported a balance of $144.34.
Fifteen dollars was appropriated to buy book boxes for magazines.

March 1, 1917 - The book committee reported 19 new books purchased at a cost of
$22.00.
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It was now March 1917, and the almost one-year-old controversy over possession of
library/school books had surfaced again.

"A committee from Carnegie Library, composed of Mrs. Ed Johnson and Mr.
M.U. Griffin were present and addressed the (City) Council. The Board of Controll (sic),
through their committee stated that there are some fifteen hundred books at the City
High School which originally belonged to a Library Association. When the association
disbanded they owed something like One Hundred Dollars, and this amount was paid
by the city, at which time they took possession of the books. The Board of Controll (sic)
of the Carnegie Library feel that these books would be of greater service to the public, if
they were transferred to the Library building. They stated that it is not their desire to
remove reference books, or such other books as would be of assistance to the pupils in
their studies, but they would like to have to separate the books and use their judgment
as to what books should be placed in the library. It was pointed out that during the three
months when the school is not in session the public is deprived of the use of these books,
while if they were in the Carnegie Library they would, at all times, be accessible both to
the school children and the public at large. On motion of Councilman Betts, and
seconded by Councilman Steele, this matter was referred to the Committee on Schools
for investigation and report to the Council."3%

It was almost a month later when the book issue returned to the city council during its
regular meeting on Tuesday, April 17,1917.

"Prof. Johnson (City School) was requested to make a statement regarding the
books which the Carnegie Library Committee had asked be moved from the school to
the Library. Whereupon he stated that more than a year ago they went through these
books again and selected about 350 which were transferred, and later they went through
again, and sent about 500 volumns (sic) to the Library. A third time a committee
composed of Messrs Tappy, Hutchens and himself made a careful inspection and sent
all the books to the Carnagie (sic) Library which were not absolutely necessary for
school work, and it was hoped the matter was closed. Since that time the Teachers have
catalogued all the books now at the school library. During each forty minute period, you
will find an average of twenty pupils using these books in the school library, and if they
were moved to the Camagie (sic) Library, it would be impractical for them to use them
as frequently as where they are now.

The Committee appointed to look into the matter of moving books from the
school to the Carnagie (sic) Library, reported that they thought books would be of more
service at the school library than at the Carnagie (sic) Library. Where -up-on
Councilman Orgain moved that recommendation of the Committee be accepted, and
that the books be left at the School Library. Motion was duly seconded and upon vote,
unanimously carried."3%

Well, that issue was finally settled. Doesn't it make you feel proud that the early library
board fought to get as many books as they could? At least 850 volumes were returned to the
library, which is more than this author would have suspected were in the old subscription
library. Apparently there were even more originally.

April 5, 1917 - A new by-law was adopted. The librarian shall have the power and
authority subject to the control of the governing board, to forbid the use of the library or books
any person when in the opinion of the librarian such use by any person could be obnoxious to
the general public using the library, and when the best interests of the library and the purpose
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for which it was established would be best advanced by so forbidding the use of the library or
books to such person.

September 6, 1917 - The librarian was authorized to purchase the Dewey Decimal
System, and pay for it out of fines collected. Mrs. Baldridge tendered her resignation as
secretary and Mrs. M.U. Griffin was elected to succeed her.

The Huntsville Times came into existence in 1917 and had been a faithful supporter of the
library ever since.

Mrs. James L. (Mattie) Darwin became the librarian in June 1917. She was 43 years old
and a widow with three children.

November 1, 1917 - The treasurer reported income from fines and contributions of
$473.02 and disbursements of #267.06, making the balance of $205.96. It was agreed to purchase
children's books for $15 and adult books for $10.

December 6,1917 - It was agreed to authorize the librarian to make a charge of $0.01 per
day on new books for a period of three months, beginning at the time of the receipt of the books
in the library. The secretary was to write a letter to the Civic League requesting it to renew its
donation of $5.00 for magazine subscriptions. The librarian was authorized to take a
subscription to the Birmingham (?) Herald when the present subscription expires.

January 3, 1918 - It was agreed to appropriate $30.00 for purchase of books in January,
and thereafter not to exceed the amount accruing from the fines over charges in making book
purchases. It was agreed to exempt the new children's books from the $0.01 per day charge. The
librarian was authorized to publish in the daily papers the list of new books from time to time
as they arrive.

A representative from the Christian Science Society visited the city council meeting on
January 22, 1918. He stated that they had been negotiating with the library board to rent the
library basement to hold services in. It was suggested that the matter be brought to the council's
attention, since there was a question as to whether the authority rested with the library board or
the city council. The council referred the matter to the council committee of library and the city
attorney to investigate and confer with the library board.37

On February 12, 1918 the library committee reported that they had met with the library
board and had agreed to allow them to rent the basement to the Christian Science Society,
provided that no lease or contract be entered into, which might prevent termination of
agreement should it become necessary for any reason.3

April 4, 1918 - Mrs. E.K. Johnston was appointed the new secretary. [This author
certainly appreciated her handwriting as a huge improvement over that of Mrs. Griffin.] May 6,
1918 - books were purchased during May in the amount of $29.46. January 2, 1919 - It was
reported during this semi-annual meeting that there were 1,385 visitors during the previous six
months. June 5, 1919 - There were 1,396 books in circulation: adult fiction-797; non-fiction-53;
and juvenile-546.

October 7, 1920 - The librarian was instructed to accept the offer of 50 books made by
Mrs. Thomas M. Ocoece (?), Director of Archives and History in Montgomery. The Huntsville
Library was to defray the expenses of parking and transportation. The problem of proper heat
for the room selected by the Christian Science Society down stairs was under consideration.

December 2, 1920 - The librarian was instructed to see the city clerk about new light
bulbs for the library. The treasurer's balance was $90.11.

March 3, 1921 - The librarian was instructed to write the libraries in Birmingham and

Nashville to ascertain what method was used for disinfecting books, which had been in
contagious diseases.
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April 7,1921 - The answers to the letters written to other libraries about disinfecting of
books were read. Books in circulation now stand at 1501. Warren Harding was the twenty-ninth
president of the United States.

May 5, 1921 - Mrs. Chase was asked to ask Mr. Chase to talk with the members of the
Rotary Club about making a donation to the library fund for buying books. Mr. Addison White
was authorized to ask the city for $250 for additional bookshelves. Books in circulation during
the month were 1449.

June 2, 1921 - All members were asked to find out what they could about forming
branch libraries. Any duplicate magazines and the New York Times were to be passed to Mrs.
Layman in Maysville to form a branch circulating library in that town. Circulation in May was
1573. July 7,1921 - June circulation was 1731. August 4,1921 - Circulation was 1816.

November 3, 1921 - There was a need for an umbrella stand, a hat and coat rack, and a
newspaper rack. Mrs. Grayson said she would put an article in the daily papers calling attention
to the necessity for night closing unless the library was left warmer at night.

March 2,1922 - Now that the winter was almost over, a bid for the needed heating plant
for the library was submitted by the Hutchens Plumbing Company. April 6,1922 - A bid on the
building of a furnace place by Mr. Baxter was read.

May 4, 1922 - The subject of a clock for the library was discussed again, and it was
decided to accept Mr. Moore's offer to give a clock to the library and he be permitted to place
his name on the clock in small letters.

September 7,1922 - Book circulation was 1722: adult 1302; juvenile 420. Balance in funds
was $272.51. Two Board members were asked to see if the County Board could and would make
a donation to the library. Circulation was 1279. The librarian reported that Mrs. Winston Garth
wanted to place in the library Dr. Fearn's collection of medical books as a loan. Many of the
books being in French and of long past editions. The loan was not considered suitable.

December 7, 1922 - Mrs. Pulley was asked to write an article for the papers about the
winter closing hours on account of there being no heat at night. The librarian was to write to
Mrs. Owens at the Archives and History in Montgomery to ask which counties in the state
contribute to the libraries and what amount. Circulation was 1468: adult 1124 and juvenile 344.

February 2, 1923 - Mrs. Pulley was asked to see Mr. Pulley with regard to the monthly
donation, which the county is to give to the library. This will not be the last time the county is
delinquent in its contribution. Mrs. White proposed three gas heaters for night and Sunday use.
It was agreed to spend $50 for the three heaters. The city would be asked to pay for the gas bill.
Bad leaks in the roof were reported. January circulation was 1923.

March 1,1923 - Plans were discussed for the yearly Book Day, which was scheduled for
March 17. The treasurer reported a balance of $260.09. April 5, 1923 - The library hours were
decided to be 12 o'clock to 8 P.M. Books given out on Book Day were 277.

May 3, 1923. - It was agreed to buy children's books in the amount of $30. Some adult
books were also ordered. The matter of window screens was raised again. A committee would
ask the city to give the screening.

July 5,1923 - It was suggested that the heads of the various town clubs be asked to meet
with the library to bring about a better understanding among them of the library's needs for
help.

November 1, 1923 - The matter of a larger board was discussed, as apparently some
decided that the existing 12 were not enough.

29



January 3,1924 - Mrs. White was appointed to ask the city council if part of a janitress'
wages would be given for a special janitress, to be under board control. Circulation was 1333.
The bank balance was $161.51.

March 6,1924 - Mrs. Pulley was asked to see if the new paper, The Morning Star, would
be placed upon the reading table of the library free of charge as all the other local papers were.
The present janitress, being unsatisfactory, to be dismissed and another one installed, to be
under the control of the house committee of the library board.

April 3, 1924 - Mrs. Johnston reported that the mending committee had repaired 166
books during the month of March. Mrs. Bolling was asked to order or purchase books. A list of
25 of the favorite books was to be replaced. Some books were destroyed by the mending
committee because of dilapidated condition. May 1, 1924 - The Mending Committee reported
the mending of 50 books during April.

The library board journal of minutes from June 1924 through January 1929 apparently is
missing from the library archives.

March 4, 1929 - The treasurer reported a balance of $318.10. The Grace Club and the
Study Circle both gave $25 for children's books. Mr. Dewey Chase contributed $100 for
children's books. Miss Mary Burns (sic, Beirne) Darwin was made the librarian of the children's
room. [Mary was the daughter of Mattie Darwin. She is now Mrs. Robert Cook, a contributor to
this history in 2004.] She was to be on duty from 2:30 to 6:00 on weekdays and from 3:00 to 5:00
on Sundays. She is not to be absent except for illness. In case of illness, she is to provide a
competent substitute and pay her. The library had been closed for one month for repairs and
was to be thoroughly cleaned before opening to the public. The children's room was to be
offered to the Child's Conservatory League for their story hour on Saturday mornings. The
guestion of Mrs. Darwin and Mary Burns Darwin (mother and daughter) taking their vacations
at the same time was discussed and it was voted that they might arrange to do so. The Grace
Club donated another $50.

June 3,1929 - Three members of the board went before the county board and appealed
for more money for the library. Mrs. E. T. Terry was requested to get a list of parallel reading by
the city schools for the coming year. These books were to be ordered at once. Herbert Hoover
was the thirty-first president of the United States.

August 5, 1929 - The treasurer's balance was $401.88, the first time over $400. Mrs.
Darwin was requested to find out when the next Alabama State library meeting was to be held.
It was agreed to spend $100 on children's books.

November 4,1929 - It was agreed that hereafter the library would be closed on Sunday.
This step was in line with other libraries of corresponding size all over the country. A report
was read in regard to the tables and chairs lent to the city school by the library. No steps had
been taken toward reclaiming them. Mrs. Pride was instructed to find if the tables and chairs
are in use - if not - she is to ask for them.

The Alabama Library Act of 1919 permitted counties and municipalities to establish and
operate free public libraries with tax monies under certain restrictions.3®

The Carnegie questionnaires mentioned previously were sent out between 1915 and
1920. They provided valuable feedback to the corporation. Another source of information was
the huge number of letters, reports, and clippings sent to the Carnegie group. One was an irate
letter from Huntsville.

"Norah Davis, a well known author, reported in 1925 that the city government had
shifted all library responsibility to the library board and paid only the salaries of the librarian
plus heat and light bills. As a result, no funds were available for books and magazines. The
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library rented out books at two cents per day and was open only on weekday afternoons and
two hours on Sunday afternoons. Needless to say, the building was little used and then only by
a small group of people.

Norah Davis also had a personal complaint. She was upset because she had been
expelled from the library for neglecting to give her chauffeur ten cents to pay for a library card
renewal. She had always sent her chauffeur into the library because of the antagonistic attitude
of the librarian. [That must have been Mrs. Mattie Darwin.] Her original complaint to the city
did little good, as city officials merely told her to contact the Carnegie Corporation. [They really
passed the buck on this one.]

James Bertram's reply was that the Corporation could not and would not interfere;
instead, the state library commission should be contacted. This the complainant did, only to be
informed that they had little power. The commission suggested that she contact the Carnegie
Corporation. After writing to the Corporation again, she received a reply from Bertram
indicating that the Corporation could not enter into any local library controversy. However, he
sent her a copy of the original documents and implied that she could take action as a local
citizen, since a library making a charge for regular library service was not really a free library."40

The Carnegie Libraries were assessed by historians as an important turning point in the
democratization of American culture. The right to a free elementary school education was
achieved earlier. The free library was a timely follow-on. Carnegie rightly deserves most of the
credit for this. Federal, state, and local authorities had done little before Carnegie. The Carnegie
grants gave a jump-start to the free library system. Carnegie had a passion for education and
books. He believed that public libraries were the most democratic of all roads to learning. In
Germany today there is a fee to belong to the "public"” library.

Some people disbelieved Carnegie's motives. They thought he wanted monuments to
his posterity. But Carnegie did not require his name be used on the buildings, but actually
discouraged it. He did not suggest that pictures and busts of him placed in the buildings. Many
criticize him for making money in the steel industry, but he was a man ahead of his time in the
development of libraries. Carnegie did not buy books or to provide maintenance, because he
believed that local government should be responsible for that. Carnegie's philanthropy made a
significantly positive contribution to the advancement of American enlightened culture.4
Earlier in this chapter | wrote that Huntsville was eleven years behind Decatur in its Carnegie
Library. The Decatur Carnegie Library was built in 1904-5 and served the town until 1973. It
then served the First Baptist Church across the street as a youth center for about 20 years. After
$700,000 of renovations it opened in 2001 as the town's art museum. It was a stately, albeit
small, structure at 207 Church Street, several blocks west of Route 31 / 6th Avenue, the main
north-south road. Its interior was understated magnificence, structurally unchanged from the
early days. It demonstrated a proud heritage and architectural excellence. The Decatur city
fathers wisely preserved it for 100 years. It is worth a visit. Alabama A & M College received
$12,000 from the Carnegie Foundation in 1906 to build an academic library. It later burned
down and Carnegie sent replacement money. Despite Carnegie spreading library money within
sight of Huntsville, our city fathers could not be accused about rushing to judgment to get some
of Carnegie's money. | suppose ten years of dithering was about right for them.

The Decatur and Huntsville situations are worthy of comparison at this point. Decatur
received a grant for $12,500, the same as Huntsville. Decatur received no architectural guidance
from James Bertram, Carnegie executor, because that guidance was not started until 1908 when
reports came in about extravagant architectures. Decatur's Carnegie design was up to the local
officials. They created a lasting exquisite structure, which still exudes quality in 2004. Second,
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its placement in a residential area several blocks away from the central business area allowed it
to weather the storms of creative destruction when modernity demanded more area for a
growing population.

Huntsville was provided with six different architectural possibilities, although none
were demanded, only guidelines. The Huntsville external architecture looked to be perfectly
satisfactory, although not of the elegance of Decatur's. The second point became important,
because apparently no one looked very far ahead in Huntsville, not even considering the space
program, but just normal expected growth. But, in 1916 the city fathers had no reason to expect
any growth. The Huntsville site was only one short block from the courthouse square, which
made it vulnerable to even modest business expansion.

This chapter started with the creation of the Huntsville Public Library and ends with the
creation of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. The following letter created the
county half of the library:

"November 11th 1926

TO ALL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS OF MADISON COUNTY SCHOOLS.

GREETINGS:

The Huntsville Carnegie Library is now open to all residents of Madison County.
Heretofore the Library has been maintained by the City of Huntsville, and it was necessary to
make a small charge to residents outside the City limits. Thanks to our Board of County
Commissioners, the Library is now in fact a "free circulating Library,” and its thousands of
volumes are now available to all residents of Madison County. This change has been made
possible by the action of the Board of County Commissioners who have appropriated $25.00 per
month towards the maintenance of the Library with the understanding that if it is shown that
the County residents really appreciate the Library and use it to the extent that their
appropriation is warranted, it will be continued, otherwise, after a few month's trial it will be
withdrawn.

In order to become a patron of the Library, it is only necessary that a card be signed by a
tax payer in the County, and that the books be carefully handled and returned according to the
rules in force.

The teachers of the Countv will find the Library a wonderful help in their research and
reference work.

Please announce to your school that the children, as well as grown-ups, are welcome to
the Library and invited to make use of it. To obtain a Library card entitling the holder to draw
books, all that is necessary is to fill in an application form and have a tax payer sign same. These
forms may be obtained from the Librarian at the Library which is open week days from 1 P.M.
to 8 P.M. and on Sundays from 3 P.M. to 5 P.M.

We hope that you will cooperate in making the Huntsville Carnegie Library one of the
most popular and useful institutions in North Alabama.

Cordially yours,

Library board.

Mrs. Margaret Bolling Mrs. James Pride
Mrs. Henry Chase Mrs. Robert Pulley
Mrs. Amelia Dillard Mrs. Harry Rhett
Mrs. David Grayson Mrs. ET. Terry
Mrs. Ed. Johnston Mrs. W.I. Wellman
Mrs. Martin May Mr. Addison White

Mrs. Mattie Darwin, Librarian
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Mailed to 187 Madison County teachers and school officials."4

Since the American Library Association was founded in 1876, library professionalism
was increasing, albeit slowly. "The Carnegie Foundation established a school for research in
librarianship which opened as the graduate Library School at the University of Chicago in 1928.
The research program began to spread to other schools. Librarianship began to reach out into
studies of mass communication, intellectual and institutional history, the contemporary social
culture, statistics and epistemology —applying appropriate concepts to the study of the library
as an institution. This resulted in scholarly journals of librarianship, the Library Quarterly and
Library Trends"43

Library professionalism would come to Huntsville in the next decade, but from an
unsuspected source. Three letters, TVA, would be the impetus for change in the scope and
operation of the Carnegie Public Library in the future.

33



Chapter 3

Regional Library

"Had 1 the power, | would scatter libraries over the whole land,
as the sower sows his wheat-field."

Horace Mann, American educator
Foundations of the Public Library (Shera)

January 5,1930 - Mrs. Pride reported that the tables and chairs were in proper usage in
the first grade and kindergarten

August 4, 1930 - Money in the amount of $200 was set aside in a special fund for the
painting of the library walls and $26 for the children's room. September 1,1930 - It was agreed
that Mr. Baxter would refinish the library walls, clean woodwork and varnish the inside of the
casements with two coats of varnish at a cost of $255. It was agreed that Miss Frances Jones be
employed to mend the books. She was also to be allowed to take a course under Mrs. Darwin.

October 6, 1930 - The secretary was requested to write Mrs. Darwin in reference to her
lack of co-operation in not keeping the board informed that she would not be here at the
expiration of her leave of absence for vacation.

February 2,1931 - It was agreed to reduce the size of the board to 10 members from the
current 12. Remember back in November 1923 it was thought that 12 members were not
enough. It was agreed to appoint Miss Frances Jones assistant and substitute librarian in
addition to her job of mending books. She will be asked to mend books two days per week and
act as assistant four days a week for a salary of $15 a month. In the absence of either librarian
she will act as substitute with the salary of the librarian for whom she is substituting.

March 2, 1931 - It was agreed that Miss Frances Jones would be allowed two weeks
vacation with pay, provided she took the vacation during the quiet season of the library. [That
period was not identified]

May 4,1931 - The secretary read a letter from Mrs. Johnson of the Birmingham Library
in answer to one written to her in reference to the handling of books thought unfit for general
circulation. The method used in Huntsville (keeping the books in the desk drawer and only
allowing them to go to mature persons on request) is exactly the same one used in Birmingham.
[The minutes did not explain which type of books qualified under such loose criteria. Should
we allow our imaginations run wild on the "standards" applied in 1931, compared to 2004?]

The Board voted $50 for children's books and $50 for replacements in the adult area.

June 6,1931 - It was decided to let Mrs. Darwin select the people she thinks best for her
class in training at the library. The Board voted to close the library at 7 P.M. instead of 8 P.M.
during the summer months.

August 3, 1931 - Mrs. Pride reported that Professor Boyd of Duke University had been
written to in reference to certain rare books in the library, asking him to give us a price on them.
Thirty-one books were purchased from Mrs. Knox Mullins. Mr. M.U. Griffin reported an offer
of $2500 on the Lowndes' house. This would barely cover indebtedness, leaving nothing for the
library.

34



January 4, 1932 - The library had received from the Government a beautiful portrait of
George Washington, which was sent by courtesy of Senator Hugo Black. The library needed to
find a suitable frame for the picture.

January 22, 1932 - The will of Mr. Lowndes read that after his debts were paid, the
remainder of his estate was to be given to the Carnegie Library. The executor, Mr. Griffin, has
been unable to sell the real estate and asked the library to sign a release of all claims in favor of
Dr. Caldwell (?), who will pay all debts and take over the property. There was some objection to
this. If the property was sold at public auction in March, if it was worth more to other bidders,
and the property might bring more than the amount of the indebtedness, leaving something for
the library. On the advice of Mr. and Mrs. Chase, the release was signed, giving up all claims on
the estate. Mrs. Henry Chase was a member of the board, and Henry was the president of the
Chase Nursery Company in Chase, an existing community just east of Alabama A&M
University, which now contains the Chase Railroad Museum.

April 4,1932 - The treasury balance is now $167.08. Circulation during March was 4,000
books. May 2, 1932 - The board accepted an offer from Mrs. Richard Walker for a large
collection of narcissus bulbs that could be sold to raise money. September 5,1932 - The librarian
reported the gift of 22 assorted books from Mrs. Parks. January 2, 1933 - Miss Frances Jones
thanked the board for sending her to the library conference in Chattanooga. Franklin D.
Roosevelt was the thirty-second president of the United States.

In 1933 Congress passed the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Act to build dams to
control flooding of the Tennessee River. Navigation would be helped for river traffic to
eventually find its way downstream to the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. Perhaps
the most important reason was to provide the infrastructure for the rural electrification of the
southern states, something badly needed if the South was to make economic progress. The TVA
Act would later impact the Carnegie Public Library.

On June 14, 1933 the Twickenham Study Club was organized in Huntsville. It was
limited to 20 people, all women, and its programs were reviews of good books: best sellers and
classics. Once a year it held an open meeting. This activity may have been Huntsville's
forerunner of today's book discussion groups hosted by the library.1

April 2,1934 - The board granted Miss Francis Jones a $5 increased in pay, bringing her
up to $20 per month. [I wonder what the employees in 2004 think of this.]

Throughout the minutes there were many references about the cleaning personnel and
keeping the building clean. There is an old saying about cleanliness and godliness; perhaps the
ladies on the board elevated cleanliness above godliness.

April 6,1935 - There was a discussion about excavating another room in the basement,
which the library surely needs. September 7,1935 - The committee on an "Additional Room for
the Library" reported that the work would cost $2,000 more than the city could afford at this
time. It was decided to wait awhile before asking the city.

Mrs. Walker Bolling was urged to be active in the future. It was noted that members
being absent twice in succession from the monthly board meetings without the excuse of illness
or absence from town would be automatically dropped from the board.

March 6, 1937 - It was suggested that one room be furnished for Mrs. Darwin as a
private sitting room. The room was to have a plate on the door with name.

May 1, 1937 - Mrs. Davis, President of the Library Board, related her experiences from
attending the convention of the Alabama Library Association in Gadsden and her visit to the
city's public library.
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The Guntersville Dam was started in 1936 at a site where the eventual lake would
narrow, about seven miles northwest of the town of Guntersville and 25 miles southeast of
Huntsville. The Tennessee Valley Authority asked the Huntsville Library to cooperate with it to
serve its workers.

December 5, 1936 - A letter was read from Mr. T.H. Ford, President of the Huntsville
City Council, requesting the library board meet with the council on December 8 to discuss the
educational program of the Tennessee Valley Authority and the feasibility of the work being
carried through the library.

The Huntsville Public Library Board entered into contracts with the TVA, the county
commissioners and the boards of education of Madison, Jackson, and Marshall counties. Mr.
Hoyt Galvin, a trained librarian on the staff of the TVA, was put in charge of this regional
program.2The Regional Library was an extension to the Huntsville Public Library. The librarian
at the time was Mrs. Mattie Darwin.

My readers of the 21 century are asked to unleash their imaginations. First, ponder this
Internet item making the rounds of cyberspace in October 2004: "A college student challenged a
senior citizen, saying it was impossible for their generation to understand his. 'You grew up in a
different world," the student said. 'Today we have television, jet planes, space travel, nuclear
energy. Computers...'" Taking advantage of a pause in the student's litany, the geezer said,
'You're right. We didn't have those things when we were young; so we invented them! What
are you doing for the next generation?"

Second, try to imagine Northern Alabama in 1936. The entire country was in a severe
depression for the last four years. North Alabama was primarily an agricultural area, with
cotton being picked by hand. Most people were poor and uneducated. Electricity was not
available in the rural parts of Madison, Jackson and Morgan Counties, which also applied to the
rest of North Alabama. Roads were poor. There was railroad service through Scottsboro
between Chattanooga and Huntsville. Telephones were "as scarce as hen's teeth.” U.S. Senator
John H. Bankhead, Alabama, and his brother, William B. Bankhead, U.S. Representative and
Speaker of the House of Representatives, introduced legislation to reduce farm tenancy and
provide guaranteed cotton prices for cotton and other farm products.3Those were hard times.

January 9, 1937 - Mr. Hoyt Galvin of the TVA explained to the library board about his
work and the equipment necessary. He said a desk and office equipment would be $138. This
amount was to be paid in monthly installments of $23.04. The board would be reimbursed for
the amount by the T.V.A. The board agreed to the plan and equipment. Since Galvin was a
trained librarian and a male, he conducted his operations largely independent of the female,
not-formallv-trained, librarians in the Carnegie Library. Hoyt Galvin's task was to create a
network of library stops or branches across three counties to reach as wide a population as
possible under difficult conditions described in the paragraph above. He went about the task
with true missionary zeal, as will be demonstrated by correspondence provided in this chapter,
which represents only a small portion of the available material in the library archives.

Three new rooms were excavated in the basement of the Carnegie Library building to
house the TVA Regional Library. Works Progress Administration (WPA) [how many readers
remember the WPA?] labor was secured to drive trucks and to handle other unskilled duties.
[Readers, please note that "Works Progress" was later officially changed to "Work Projects," so
both variations are in this history.]

Miss Frances Jones, head of the children's department, apparently had some questions
on the TVA Regional Library Service. This seems strange since there were very few employees
in the library, and communication should have easy and quick, but apparently not so. Hoyt
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Galvin wrote a letter to Francis Jones with the letterhead, Regional Library Service, Carnegie
Library Building, Huntsville, Alabama. It seems as if they were in different locations, instead of
the same building. At any rate, the letter, dated April 6, 1937, provides an explanation of the
Regional Library Service.

"Dear Miss Jones,

Confirming our conversation of this date | am setting down a few statements as a

description of the Regional Library Service.

The Regional Library Service is an extension department of the Huntsville

Carnegie Library which has been established as the central agency of a cooperative

library project being conducted in Madison, Marshall and Jackson Counties in Alabama.

The Carnegie Library Board through the Regional Library Service has agreed by
contract to provide a library program for the employees of the Tennessee Valley

Authority in three named counties. They have further agreed to conduct the library

program in cooperation with other local library groups in other centers in the three

counties and to encourage and promote the establishment of a regional library service
on a permanent basis, and to seek financial support from local services for normal
community programs of library service.

It is my desire that public library centers may be established in Scottsboro,

Guntersville, Albertville, Boaz, and other larger centers in the three counties and that

deposits be placed in the smaller community centers and all of these library centers and

deposits will be a part of one large circulating library system (a regional library system)

with the central library located at Huntsville.

I hope that the above may help you to understand the program and | will be very
glad to further describe any activities regarding which you may have question.

Very truly yours,

Hoyt R. Galvin"

The Steering committee of the Regional Library Service met on March 16,1937. Members
present were Mrs. Claude Davis, Chairman, Mrs. Florence Bolling, Miss Mary Rothrock, Mr.
George Brown, Mr. I.N. Chiles and Hoyt Galvin, Secretary. Davis and Bolling were members of
the Carnegie Library Board, while the others were apparently citizens of Huntsville. The
committee: authorized the regional librarian to arrange for the necessary transportation in the
regional library program at 6@per mile; authorized the expenditure of a maximum of $135.00
for assistance on an hourly basis at the Guntersville camp library to be employed on the
recommendation of the regional librarian with the approval of the branch head of the TVA
training section; authorized the purchase of books as selected by the librarians providing the
total cost of such purchases did not exceed the balance of the book fund; and required the
owner of any automobile used in transportation purposes for the regional library service be
required to have 5-10 liability insurance for the automobile.4

June 5, 1937 - Mr. Hoyt Galvin, TVA Regional Librarian, invited the library board
members to visit the libraries in Gadsden, Guntersville, Guntersville Dam, and Scottsboro.

On September 7,1937 the library board sent the following letter to Hoyt Galvin,

"My dear Mr. Galvin,
At a meeting on September 6th 1937, after consultation with Ms. Darwin [library
director] and receiving her cordial approval of the suggestion, the Huntsville Library

Board voted unanimously to request that you serve as Acting librarian in Charge during

the absence now or in the future, of Mrs. Darwin.
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The Board feels that your experienced and skilled assistance will be of great
value to the Library and hopes that you will grant this request.

Very Cordially Yours,

Elizabeth Mastin, Secretary, Library Board"

The librarians of that era were usually nice ladies with an interest in books, but seldom
had library training. Apparently Galvin's skills were obvious, since he was a trained librarian
from the TVA and was moving rapidly to expand the number of localities provided library
services.

October 4, 1937 - It was requested that Mrs. Bolling be the representative to meet with
the Junior Grace Club, October 13th. Apparently her attendance at the board meetings picked
up from the past. Mrs. Claude Davis, the President, told about her meeting with the Madison
County Board of Commissioners. The additional amount given to the library was $50 for the
coming year.

Hurrah! What a great day for the Carnegie Library. On October 9, 1937 it got its first

telephone. The number was 477. Call in to reserve a book or to secure facts and information,
which are needed hurriedly. This should be especially valuable to the business houses of the
city. To publicize the new telephone, the library had printed 3 x 6-inch, yellow, thick-stock cards
for distribution. The phone number was prominent in the upper right corner. The bold-faced
title read, "Offers Business Information By Phone."
Available are: Business Law-Yearbooks-Dictionaries-Atlases-Buying Guides-Thomas Register-
World Almanac-City Code-Code of Alabama-Van Nostrand's Scientific Encyclopedia, Etc. Call
477, or come in to browse while you rest in our lounge chairs with your favorite pipe...
Business Week, Fortune, The National Horseman...63 other periodicals, as well as 3 out of town
daily papers are available. This is but one of the many free services offered by YOUR Public
Library from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. every week day."5

New chairs and tables were also recently added to provide better accommodations.
Some new non-fiction titles were added: The Modern Parent, by Myer; Why Do You Talk Like
That?, by Burton; Land of the Free, by Agar; and Youth Serves the Community, by Hanna.

January 3,1938 - It was agreed to charge one cent for each book reservation to cover the
cost of the notification card. There was a discussion about the United Daughters of the
Confederacy relics in the courthouse. It was thought that the relics would eventually be placed
in the library museum, which did not exist at the time. The secretary was asked to write a note
of appreciation to Mrs. Hoyt Galvin, the regional librarian's wife, for her splendid service
rendered in the boy's and girl's library by the weekly story hour.

From this point through the 1940s, letters from and to Hoyt Galvin, director of the
regional library system, will be quoted in full or in part. They are from librarians and citizens of
Jackson County, mostly from the Scottsboro librarian, but also from other folks. Sometimes only
one side of the correspondence is quoted. The intent is not to provide a complete picture, but to
show the commitment by the local folks who wanted library service and the regional director to
provide that service. As usual throughout this history, money was the driving factor. As you
read the letter below, remember that it was January 9, 1937 that Hoyt Galvin explained his
mission to the Huntsville library board. He did not let any grass grow below his feet in
accomplishing his mission. Most of the incoming letters to Galvin were handwritten, reflecting
the capabilities in the small communities. Galvin's outgoing letters were all typewritten and
usually longer than the incoming. The letters reflect a prodigious output, of which only a small
sample is provided.
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Hoyt Galvin wrote the following letter to Miss Adele Rivers, Attendance Officer, Jackson
County Board of Education, on January 6,1938.

"l received your letter this morning and | must say you are to be congratulated on the
Jackson County activity.

As you may remember, a County Library Board according to the Alabama Library Law
consists of the Probate Judge as Chairman, the County Supt. of Education as Sect., and three
other persons appointed by the Commissioners. It would be wise if a County Library Board
could be formally established in this fashion so that there would be an official agency to whom
the County Commissioners might appropriate if they choose to provide some funds for library
work.

Also according to the Alabama Library Law, the County Library Boards may contract
with any other library groups or agencies to conduct the programs of service for the county.
Consequently with a County Library Board for Jackson County, contracts could be officially
written in accordance to the Alabama Law for Jackson County to be part of a Regional System.

The following points have been receiving library service in Jackson County:

-Central. Located at the store. The store has changed hands recently and | do not know
whether the new man will be interested in the Library. Service has been available at Central for
over a year with about 50 books and the circulation has averaged about 90 books per month.

-Dutton. Service has been available at the Dutton Cafe for over a year. We have about
100 books at Dutton and the circulation has averaged about 175 per month. [Dutton is east of
the Tennessee River and southeast of Scottsboro.J

-Flat Rock. Service has been available at Taylor's Store for only about 3 months. We have
about 70 books with an average of about 75 circulations per month. [Flat Rock is east of the
Tennessee River and northeast of Scottsboro.]

-Fackler. Seeber opened service at Fackler but it was apparently established in the wrong
store as very [few] books have circulated and those that are there (about 20) are usually
cover[ed] up in a corner.

-Tupelo. We had service at Tupelo but it was about like Fackler.

-Langston. Service has been available for over a year. About 80 books and 150 monthly
circulation. [Langston is on the east side of the Tennessee River between Scottsboro and
Guntersville, not an easy place to get to.]

-Macedonia. Service has been available at the School during the School terms for the past
18 months and at the Store during the summer months. About 100 books have been kept at
Macedonia and the circulation has been quite high—about 200 per month. [Macedonia is about
four miles east of Langston.]

-Pisgah. Service has been available at the Pisgah Cafe for about 18 months. We have had
about 200 books at Pisgah and the monthly circulation has run as high as 500 but it has
averaged about 400 per month. [Pisgah is six miles north of Dutton.]

-Paint Rock. Circulation has been at Rosseau's Store for about 10 months. About 110
books are kept at the store and the circulation has averaged about 180 per month.

-Rocky Springs. Books have been available at Mr. A.B. Adams home for about four
months. It is one of the best library stations that we have anyplace in the area. Mr. & Mrs.
Adams make everyone in the vicinity feel free to come to their home to get the books and the
type of reading is somewhat higher than at most points since Mr. Adams encourages the
reading of good books. We have about 70 books at Rocky Springs and the circulation has
averaged about 120 books per month. [Rocky Springs is three miles west of downtown
Bridgeport.] [Is there anyone in the 21stcentury willing to open his home as a book station?]
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-Rosalie. Service has been at Chapman's Store (I think that is their name) for about 1
year. An average of 90 books have been stationed here and the reading has averaged about 90
books per month. [Rosalie is between Pisgah and Flat Rock.]

-Woodville. There has been a library committee in Woodville that has taken care of the
library. During the school term the books have been at the school and in the summer the books
have been at a store. About 100 books have been stationed at Woodyville and the circulation has
been about 200 books per month.

-Stevenson Public Library. We have assisted the book collection at the Stevenson Library
and they say that we have caused the circulation to more that double by changing the collection
of books periodically. This library is open only on Sat. and it should be open every day. Mrs. J.L.
Armstrong is Pres, of the Stevenson Library Board.

-Section. About 100 books have been kept at Skeet's Place for over a year. The circulation
is high being over 200 books per month. [Section is between Langston and Dutton.]

-Scottsboro Negro School. We have had from 100 to 125 books in the Negro School and a
man by the name of Nelms has carried the books in his car to the homes of the Negro families in
Scottsboro with an average of 250 circulations per month from the collection.

-Lim Rock. | have a request on my desk for services from Mr. Horace Maples. [Lim Rock
is nine miles west of Scottsboro.]

-Bridgeport is planning to establish a Public Library and Miss Whitcher is taking the
leadership. It will probably be located in the front of the News Office unless a better location is
found.

There has been the special service to the men working in the TVA Reservoir Clearance
Units which is in addition to the above. The Reservoir Clearance work is now over and the
library service has been withdrawn, but you will not be interested in this service in talking with
the Commissioners.

| forgot to mention that we have about 600 books at the Scottsboro Library at all times
for the past year. Also we have mended about 600 of the Scottsboro Library Books.

The books located at the several stations have from 35 to 40% children's books
depending upon the locality. Adult reading has been stressed a bit more than children’s
reading.

Should the Commissioners be in doubt, it is perfectly legal for them to appropriate
funds to the County Library Board and it is their function rather than the School Board. The
School Board's share is in relation to the service of the County Library to the Schools and the
children. The Commissioners' share is for adult and non-school library service.

It might be mentioned that at Walker [County] where they have such an excellent
County Library Service which serves both the Public and the Schools as a coordinated system,
the Commissioners pay half and the School Board pays half which is $5000. each annually.

| trust that this part of the information that you needed and | will be glad to provide any
other that you may need from time to time."6

The letter above mentioned numerous towns in Jackson County that had library stops.
The population of Jackson County in 1940 was approximately 40,800, while in 2000 it was about
50,700, a gain of about 10,000 in 60 years. But the City of Scottsboro gained about 11,000 citizens
during the same period, which means that rural Jackson County lost about 1,000 folks over the
same 60 years. This data led me to conclude that the county population, minus Scottsboro, has
remained essentially the same in nhumbers and distribution throughout the county. What you
see in the rural county in 2004 was what you would have seen in 1940. For readers who have
not driven in western Jackson County, it is like a different country from the large flat areas of
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Madison County. The area is mostly hills and valleys, so travel is difficult when trying to move
across the grain of the terrain.

February 7, 1938 - The treasurer's report for January follows: $66.12 in treasury; $175
from the county; $32.32 from fines; and $3.03 from juvenile. The budget for the coming year
was: $30 for salaries; $48.48 for books; $30.38 for operations, per month. New mending
amounted to $10.63.

Eliza Hackworth, of Scottsboro, will now be introduced. Her father was a probate judge
in Jackson County and her mother was quiet and refined. Eliza was born in 1904. She grew up
as a very independent person and was for women's liberty. In 1929 she volunteered to be the
librarian in Scottsboro’s first library in the northwest jury room of the courthouse. In 1932 the
city gave the library an unfinished suite of rooms on the second floor of the town hall, and the
building still stands in 2004 at the southwest comer of Courthouse Square. In 1934 the library
was open two afternoons per week. According to her cousin, Nellie Hackworth, Eliza was never
intimidated by anyone, and usually it was her intimidating others. Marie Garrett, librarian at
Scottsboro in 2004, remembers going up the creaky dark stairs to the library and the smell of
library paste upon arrival. "Miss Eliza" was strict with her patrons and enforced quietness, but
they all learned respect for books. She steered many children in Scottsboro in the direction she
thought they should go. She was zealous in following up to ensure they read what she gave
them. Miss Eliza would also call the parents if children checked out a book that she thought was
not good for them. Eliza was slim and slight of build. (Garrett) As you will see from her letters,
Eliza was a stickler for statistics and doing things correctly. The stage has been set for Eliza's
letters.

Eliza Hackworth, Scottsboro, wrote a letter to Hoyt Galvin, dated April or July 29,1938:

"This note is my elation over 'my' pay shelf. It really takes salesmanship (a short review
of the book | mean —I think that I'll start reading salesmanship psychology!) to get them going
sometimes and I've taken two 'stickers' off and are facing having to take some more, but even
so here is your check in full and | have $2.45 left. But, with the aid of my overdues, | can pay
you for $5.+ now. So will you please send me the booklist again? [She wrote vertically in the left
margin afterward, 'Don't you think that's all right?'] [and squeezed this between two lines ‘and
I'll get at least a $10 order because I'll have it by the time you need the bill." I'm ready and
anxious. | know, there’s danger in exuberance, but 1really have myfeet on the ground. Doesn't this prove
it! [This author's italics] There are so many people who have read the Sat. Post serial which 1
ordered, 'The Wall' by Rhinehart that I'm afraid of it, in a way. This time | don't want to get
many serials—they have bothered me in 'Enchanted Oasis’', '"Madame Curie', This Proud Heart'
and some others. The serials in the Sat. Post and Cosmopolitan, | mean, for they are the most
read.

Sorry to have bothered you with all of this, but aren't you feeling good about it, too?!

Say, I'm going to write an article on 'The Pay Shelf' and send it to the American Library
Ass. Magazine (I'm laughing) so don't scoop me!

But seriously, | am sending it to my 'Will' papers and if they'll use it the locals.

Sincerely, Eliza H.

P.S. | have had the amount to send you longer than now, but it is hard to get—touch
with treasurer —hope to remedy that right away.

Oh yes, we are cleaning the windows and putting up new curtains, so come to see me
week after next and you'll se a more charming library —and it gets complimented occasionally

as it is. E.H." [Don't you just love Eliza's enthusiasm and would like to have her for your
librarian?J
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One of the books in the Huntsville library archives was an official publication of the
United States Army, Designating Flags of the United States Army, 1861-1865. The book was
copyrighted in 1888 by Brig. Gen. S.B. Holobird, Quartermaster General, United States Army. It
had the Library of Congress identification number LC#10-7976.

This next book in the library caught my attention for several reasons. First, the title is
descriptive of its contents so you would know what you were going to read. Long and
descriptive titles were the custom in the 17th and 18th centuries. Second, the subject and the
publisher tell a little story. Third, there was a connection to Huntsville. The title filled the whole
page and it will be compressed below, but retain the original layout.

"Ordinance Instructions for the Confederate States Navy
Relating to the
Preparation of Vessels of War for Battle
To the Duties of Officers and Others When at Quarters
to
Ordnance and Ordnance Stores
and to
Gunnery
Third Edition
Published by Order of the Navy Department
Confederate States of America
London
Saunders, Otley, & Co., 66 Brook Street W.
1864
Printed by Spottiswode and Co.
New Street Square"

This book belonged to 1s Lieutenant George A. Joiner, Steam Room, CS [Confederate
States] Steamer Huntsville. So, Huntsville had a steamship named after it, only three years into
the war. The book was printed in London, as the British were very pro-Southern during the
Civil War. They probably hoped they could still teach those Colonists a lesson.

March 7, 1938 - The work of the museum committee was discussed, with the view of
getting the idea before the public. It was decided to have a series of small teas, to which the
invited people who might know of relics which might be placed there.

April 4,1938 - Reports of Mr. Galvin's and Miss Jones' attendance at the state librarians'
meeting in Mobile were provided.

Eliza Hackworth, the librarian at Scottsboro, sent the following letter to Hoyt Galvin on
May 9,1938.

"Enclosed is a check for the books you have sent me for the pay shelf with the exception
of the amount for the extra bindings. | will pay you for these later, if that is alright. We also owe
you for the book pockets and overdue slips, but can pay later. | mean that we have it, but |
neglected to put it in the bill which | gave Mattie Lou [Darwin], and am sorry | have put this off
for so long.

Could you please send me a list or catalog of the books listed by the company where
you get them, as you said you would be glad for me to select my own list, then send it to you to
order.

Thank you very much for this courtesy."”
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June 6,1938 - The board voted unanimously to give Miss Frances Jones vacation starting
August 1. The board chairman was authorized to sign a new contract with the TV A for regional
service for another year.

The Guntersville Dam workers were housed in dormitories, 5 for white workers and 1
for Negroes, each with a capacity of 60 persons. There was a staff dormitory with a capacity of
52 and one for women that held 25. There were also 36 separate houses built for families. The
construction village was a half-mile from the dam site and about 3.5 miles from U.S. Route 241,
now 431, the main road connecting Huntsville and Guntersville. If you travel to the dam today
on the access road, just before the road takes a sweeping left curve, there is an intersection. To
the right is a road to the maintenance area. Immediately ahead is a vehicular gate. To the left is
the road to the construction village. About 100 yards up the road is a vehicular gate, which bars
further vehicular access. The road slopes slightly upward and on the left is a sign that identifies
the private property belonging to the Blue and Gray Rifle and Pistol Club, of Huntsville,
organized in 1961. The Club rents the property from the TVA. Another 50 yards up the road
and to the left is a large flat area, which now functions as the shooting range for the gun club.
That is where the community office, the staff dormitory and the single-family houses were
located. The former road to the left is easily discemable when walking along it, which is on the
right boundary of the long-distance rifle range.

The community building, for whites only, had a library room 18 x 25 feet, or 450 square
feet. At first blush, that might not seem very big, but put in several shelves for books, and there
was an adequate capacity for the number of potential patrons. In the 1930's the literacy among
the white population was not very high. It was even lower among the laboring class that
worked at the dam. The Negro recreation building had a 12.5 x 15.5 feet room that tripled as a
living room, library and committee room. The literacy among Negroes was far lower than
whites. Four-fifths of the Negroes in the South had poor or nonexistent library service.

There is just one remaining ramshackle building left from 1940. The building is not on
the map at that specific location. This building has a garage, which occupies about fifty percent
of the building, so | conclude that it was the original fire station that the builders put at a better
location for easier access to all buildings. | digress from the library history, as it was more fun to
analyze maps and building photos to try to uncover the secrets of the building that is not on the
map.

But the Guntersville Dam was just a small part of the library service over the three
counties. The regional bookmobile in 1938 made 53 rural stops in Madison, Jackson and
Marshall Counties. The bookmobile circulated more books than the combined total circulation
from the Huntsville, Scottsboro, Guntersville, and Guntersville Dam libraries. Library officials
estimated that at least 100 stops were needed before a minimum program can be maintained.
Stations were being set up as more books became available.

The Huntsville Carnegie Library may have been the first in Alabama to have a multi-
county regional library, but it was not the first for rural bookmobiles. The Huntsville brochure
compares itself to the standard set by Walker County, southwest of Madison County, in which
Jasper is the county seat. Walker County served 60 rural stations, in addition to several public
libraries in the county. In the 1930s the population of Walker County was 59,445, smaller than
Madison's 66,0007 Eliza Hackworth, Scottsboro, sent another letter to Hoyt Galvin on August
12,1938:

"This is the list of books | have chosen, although | do not have the money to pay for
them at the present time | think | can get it by the time | get the books. | had an invoice from
you about 'Rachel's Children' but | have not received the book, and | did not order it.__I don't
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mind having it, however. But | do not want to cancel the order for, 'The Wall', I think it will
live after it gets off of the pay shelf.

< My Son, My Son by Spring $2.50

= Southerner Discovers the South-Daniels $3.00

e Heartbroken Melody Morris $2.00
Reprints

= Cards on the Table by Christie $0.75

e My Country and My People by Lin Yutang $1.39

According to this ten best of the rent shelves, | already have the most popular, but | have
had requests for My Son - and am taking a chance, do you think that is alright?

Thank you very much for the magazines which | am returning."

September 4, 1938 - Mr. Galvin was given permission to have an exhibit at the fair and
to buy a display case form Fowler Brothers. Miss Jones was asked to pay for magazine
subscriptions out of her regular $10, this to be effective until January 1, this amount not to be
repaid. A Huntsville Carnegie Library brochure of September 15,1938 repeated the information
above and added, "Madison County can also have good countvwide library service. Funds are
now available to operate the book truck over part of the County until June, 1939. The service
will have to be discontinued at that date unless additional funds are provided. If you wish to
see the County-wide book service continued on a permanent basis in Madison County, READ
THE FOLLOWING:

WHAT
YOU
CAN

DO

1. Pass resolutions at your club meeting and at your Parent-Teacher meeting. (Send
copies of these resolutions to the Huntsville Library Board and to the Madison
County Court of Commissioners.)

2. Write to the Commissioner from your district urging him to support the County-
wide library program.

3. Talk with your friends and neighbors about the library."8

During October 1-8, 1938 the Stevenson (northeast Jackson County) Library observed
Library Book Week. The reading list more than doubled during the last year and the library
started a drive to raise money. Through the courtesy of the regional library workers, additional
books were made available. The library was open each Saturday afternoon from 2:30 to 4:30.
The check out period was one week and the fine for overdue books was ten cents per week.9

A week later, Ida E. Maxwell, Stevenson, wrote a letter, October 14, 1938, to Hoyt
Galvin:

"I am Adult Teacher here and the library is very inadequate. It only opens on Saturday
and | usually go back to my mountain home late Friday afternoon and cannot be helped much
by it. Could you people lend some reading matter for use among my pupils. | have several calls
from men for books. | have no one above 8th and 10th very few 10th | have many 4th grade
pupils.

May | hear from some one. I am not sure where to write but will try. Thank you for
cooperation.” Apparently she stayed in town during the weekdays. This points up the long-
running division of support for public schools and the general public's reading. Dear reader,
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make a mental picture of lda Maxwell going to her mountain home on weekends. We will hear
more from her in the next chapter.

In 1938 the Madison County commissioners were annually contributing $325 to support
the library. Mrs. Claude Davis, representing the library board asked the commissioners to
increase their support. The number of rural readers increased by 2,019 over the last year. This
number does not include those serviced by the TVA regional library. She also cited the 800
books repaired and 987 cleaned. The commissioners asked how much was needed. Mrs. Davis
replied, "We could easily use $50 more per month," which is about 15 percent. It is a truism that
every librarian could spend more money if they had it.10

Mr. Galvin gave his regional report. November 7, 1938 - Apparently Mr. Galvin and
Miss Jones attended a Southeast Regional meeting in Atlanta.

Eliza Hackworth sent another letter to Hoyt Galvin, January 4, 1939, which covered a
range of issues. She poignantly wrote, "I'm tired ofgetting nowhere in such a hum/; | want to learn
to be more efficient and know more of the science of management!" [This author's italics.] Her thirst
for knowledge was commendable and she rates high kudos in my book. The response from
Hoyt Galvin was not found.

She sent another letter on February 25,1939, which said in part, "How am | going to get
books back when | send cards and they won't pay attention to me? | am still losing too many
and still sending cards. Of course there are times when members of the club can help and
recently did in one case, but that is just the exception. | can't refuse some children and give
them to others because when | don't know about them my bet is as likely to be wrong as right
because human beings are honest and nice when you don't expect it." Eliza was not only a
librarian, but a philosopher as well.

A postcard from Eliza Hackworth, March 21, 1939, "If | do not have too manv requests
in already, will you please let me have these: 'The Trail of the Lonesome Pine' and two books of
poems: 'White Buildings' and 'The Bridge' by Crone."

April 3, 1939 - The regional report on circulation was about 20,000. Mr. Galvin told of
plans to attend the Alabama Library Association in Montgomery, where Huntsville's invitation
for the next year's meeting would be extended.

May 1, 1939 - Mr. Galvin distributed copies of a tentative six-month contract with the
TVA, calling for $66 in funds required from the three counties affected. Mr. Galvin made a
report about his attendance at the state meeting, where he was elected president and Huntsville
was selected for next year's meeting.

Eliza's postcard, May 6, 1939, "Will you please lend me a copy of 'How to Win Friends
and Influence People' and also a 'History of Photography'? The new floor is looking better,
won't you stop by to see it? Also a book on the theory and practice of wireless telegraphy?"

Well, let us try just one more of Eliza's postcards in this chapter, June 2, 1939, "My
conscience has hurt a tiny bit about taking so many of your children's books and not returning
them so here is my increased book circulation with the children making neat parallel: Sat - 139;
Tues - 110; Thurs - 112. | have not been having quite a hundred even for Sat.s for last two
weeks. The books have pepped talk up - the books are taken from the rack each day, too. Thank
you."

Dear readers, this is the last Eliza letter to Galvin in this chapter, although we will meet
her again in the next chapter.

"Will you please help me to learn the things in practical library science | do not know.
Among those things the correct way to catalog books, more about indexing and arranging non-
fiction section, better or best method of management. | send cards but I'm still having trouble.
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| have completed a course, with the exception of the examination, from Peabody
[College, Nashville] (Freshman English). This credit will be given on a B.S. and | plan to take
others as soon as the Dean of Correspondence School sends me or marks the courses which she
will credit and allow by correspondence. This may sound nearly hopeless to you but if anything
nice happens and | get to go to Peabody in even six week sessions my credits by
correspondence will help me that much. | also want to study the Dictionary and have been
putting it off. How did you have to study it, please?

A very important item for the present is more salary. For three years - | believe its just
two - | haven't made any progress toward improvement in this. | don't want to ask for
something | don't deserve from the city, but don't you think that | do? Will you help me
manage this - in the best way? Don't you think more afternoons a week are practical? | do.
Because the people who come now will be here permanently probably and the growth is rather
steady. Then | could have more time to fix my file (I've taken out the newspapers) and do some
of the other things | want to do. It's hard to juggle two or three jobs and make nothing
financially and in other senses but a failure. | would much rather have more time to myself +
someone else to help me - except you to tell me - would be a tragic bother now it seems to me./
For | want to know and do first - | don't think this is selfish, do you?

I'd like to be a full time (and salaried) librarian and | can't learn any younger. | want to
be good in it, try new things and keep up standards. But with no more time in it, |1 can't prove
whether | have initiative - unless the fact that as 1had gotten until you came was my idea even
tho the ideas were the trial and error type - the club backed them, but | had to make and
enforce most of the rules and did the work - can't initiative be developed anyways. And | know
now that | had rather be a librarian - but a good one - than a news writer or reporter.

Can't we be cooperative in this sense? If you will and can help me now I'll be grateful
forever. | am interested in the growth and success of your or our rural areas, too; and | want to
know more and some better.

Mr. Robert D. England with the MacMillan Book Company came to see me yesterday. |
told him that | order through you but when he knew that | make the selections he left me three
catalogs. He says he knows you and you gave him an order recently. | was delighted with his
sample book and have gotten a big kick out of the catalogs I've had time for. The club made
some money last week and | believe they'll at least give me enough to order again. My payshelf
is crying for more - Rebecca was a good buy but I failed in the most of the others this last time.

Circulation Tues was 139.

Thanks if you have not thrown this in the wastebasket and will please help me now.
Sincerely, Eliza H." [Now folks, wasn't that a touching letter?]

The Second World War began on September 1,1939 when Germany invaded Poland.

October 2,1939 - The committee on by-laws recommended that the name of the library
be changed from Carnegie Library to the Huntsville Public Library.

The Library Board in 1930 had the following membership:

= Mrs. Henry Chase, President

< Mrs. Martin May, Vice President
e Mrs. Thomas L. Patton, Secretary
e Mrs. Amelia Dillard, Treasurer

e Mrs. H. M. Rhett

e Mrs. Robert Pulley

= Addison White

e Mrs. John Mastin
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e Mrs. W. I. Wellman

e Mrs. James Pride

e Mrs. E. T. Terry

e Mrs. E. D. Johnston (resigned)

= Mrs. Shelby White (replaced Mrs. Johnston)1l

There were twelve members on the board, with only a "token" male among them. This
certainly seems to be high number of board members considering the size of the library and
circulation.

The Library Board in 1939 consisted of the following members:

e Mrs. Claude Davis, President
= Mrs. James Pride, Vice President
e Mrs. W. G. Hamm, Secretary
e Mrs. E. T. Terry, Treasurer

e Mrs. Henry Chase

e Mrs. Shelby White

= Mrs. J. B. Woodall

e Mrs. John Mastin

e Mrs. W. E. Butler

= Mrs. Walker Bolling

= Mrs. Robert F. Proctor2

There were now eleven members, and the lone man departed in 1931 after seven years
on the board. Enough is enough.

The decade of the 1930s was devoid of much library significance except that the regional
library was formed in cooperation with the Tennessee Valley Authority. The country was in the
throes of the Great Depression. The southern states, to include Alabama, did not have much
going for them before and during the depression days. The economic outlook was bleak. There
was no hint of how the future might change. The War to End all Wars, World War |, was well in
the past and future war was nowhere on the horizon for the United States, even though
Germany had annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia, and invaded Poland on September 1,1939,
but that was on a different continent and of no concern to the United States. There was little
hope for a better Alabama. People would continue to exist at low ebb. The population of
Huntsville rose from 8,018 in 1920 to 13,050 in 1940. The town of Madison's population rose
from 435 to 455 during the same 20 years.

The country outside the South was in a depression also, but hopeful thinking was taking
place. Perhaps some of it would rub off onto Alabama. Let us leave the Huntsville library
history of the 1930s with the following quotation.

"There Is No Past As Long As Books Shall Live

With a well-filled shelf of books, the reader of today is enabled to know the past even
better that the people who lived in it. Outstanding events, like mountains, need to be viewed
from a distance in order that their true proportions may appear. Biographies, when well and
carefully written, often render their subjects more approachable than they were in real life.
Great men are frequently surrounded by a veil of mystery, and are remote from the majority of
their contemporaries. But through books they may become intimates in many a household.

Books are messengers of the past, not only in the biographical and historical realms, but
in science and other fields as well. A wise man once said that by means of books the men of the
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present could stand on the shoulders of their predecessors and continue the building from the
place where those earlier workers had left it. The student of electricity does not have to begin
where Edison did, but rather where Edison finished, because books will give him the
knowledge of the science up to the present time. His original work can rest on the foundations
built in the past. This is true also of economics, sociology, and the other sciences.

As few men can possess all the books in even a very restricted field, it is the function of
the public library to make available to each of its patrons all the books he needs or wants for the
development of his talents and abilities. This is easily possible because public libraries
nowadays are not isolated institutions serving a group of people who happen to live in the
vicinity. On the contrary, they are parts of a great library system that covers the whole country
and even reaches into foreign lands. Books may be interchanged as readily between libraries as
between the branches of a single library system. Consequently the past may live for each
inquirer through the books he can obtain in his own library, and no one can excuse his failures
on the ground that he is ignorant of what has happened in the past.”

Sabra W. Vought, Chief, Library Division, Office of Education, In School Life, January,
1937.13
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Chapter 4

World War Il Comes to Huntsville

"The time was when a libran/ was ivn/ like a museum,
and a librarian was a mouser in musty books,
and visitors looked with curious eyes at ancient tomes
and manuscripts. The time is when a library is a school,
and the librarian is in the highest sense a teacher,
and the visitor is a reader among the books as a workman
among his tools. Will any man deny to the high calling of such a
librarianship the title of profession?

Melvil Dewey, 1851-1931
American educator and innovator in library science

The quotation above was selected because professionally trained librarians assumed
leadership roles in the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library for the first time in this
decade.

On February 8, 1940 the Huntsville City Council passed an ordinance, Number 477-A,
which changed the name of the Carnegie Library to the Huntsville Library. The change was not
an overt statement, but the adoption of a new ordinance that used the name, Huntsville Public
Library. Andrew Carnegie made no conditions that the libraries should carry his name, so each
town was free to choose any name it desired.

The ordinance provided for the creation of a five-member board to govern and
supervise the library. The council would appoint the board, but the officers would be chosen by
the board members and they would adopt its by-laws. The terms of the membership shall be for
four years, except as first elected when one member shall be elected for one year; one member
shall be elected for two years; one member shall be elected for three years; and two members
shall be elected for four years. The ordinance established the powers and the duties of the
library board:

1. It shall have full power and authority to control the expenditures of all funds
received or appropriated for the Huntsville Public Library.

2. It shall have the power to erect or rent buildings, with the approval of the city
council, to cost not in excess of the funds available to it.

3. It shall be authorized to purchase books and equipment, and to provide a system
of library services to be made to all citizens of the City through the central
library, branches, stations, book truck service, or other appropriate means.

4. It shall be authorized to elect a librarian and other employees, and such librarian
shall be a professionally trained librarian when a vacancy occurs after the
adoption of this ordinance.

It shall be authorized to receive gifts and administer trusts.
It shall be authorized to borrow books from and lend books to other libraries.

o o
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7. It shall be authorized to make contracts with other agencies for the providing of
library service outside the City of Huntsville, subject to the approval of the city
council.

8. Any property donated to said library shall immediately become property of the
city and by said board kept for the benefit of the said Library.

9. The library shall keep accurate minutes of each meeting of said board and said
minutes shall be available at the library building for inspection by the mayor or
any member of the city council at all times such building is open.

10. The library board shall prepare a written financial and administrative report at
the end of each fiscal year of the city (September 30thof each year) and the same
shall be presented to the city council immediately thereafter.

11. The right and authority to amend or repeal any part of this ordinance or any
other ordinance relating to said library "Library Board" is hereby reserved by
the city council.

12. That sections 227 to 243, both inclusive, of Chapter 14 of the 1924 Code of
Ordinances of the City of Huntsville be and the same hereby are repealed.

13. That any other ordinances or resolutions or parts of ordinances or resolutions in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Resolution 478-A stated the board members and their terms: Mrs. C.H. Davis and Mrs.
E.T. Terry were elected for four year terms ending on the 10thday of February, 1944; Mrs. H.B.
Chase was elected for the three year term ending February 10,1943; Mrs. Robert F. Proctor was
elected for the two year term ending February 10, 1942; and Mrs. S.I. White was elected for the
term ending February 10,1941.1

In 1939 it was apparent that the Guntersville Dam was nearly finished so a committee of
permanency was formed to study the possibility of continuing the regional library on a
permanent basis after the TVA withdrew. On January 1,1940 the Regional Library Service of the
Huntsville Public Library became a self-sustaining organization, drawing its support from the
city, the county governing boards of the three participating counties and the boards of
education of the three counties. On July 1, 1940 the TVA withdrew funds from the Regional
Library because Guntersville Dam was finished.

Hoyt Galvin sent a status report of the Regional library service to the Huntsville
Carnegie Library Board on January 4,1940.

"The following is the December 1939 progress report for the total rural and urban
cooperative library service program which is being conducted on a contract basis in Madison,
Marshall and Jackson. Counties:

I. STAFF

The following tabulation shows the number and locations of persons working in the Regional
Library Service program:

-Regional Library Service Office & Book
1 Full-time, Regional Librarian

2 Half-time, NY A Assistants
-Albertville Public Library

2 Half-time NYA Attendants
Guntersville Public Library

1 Three-fourths-time Librarian
Guntersville Dam Library

1 Full-time, Library Attendant
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-Gurley Library Station

1 Half-time, NYA Attendant
-Huntsville Carnegie Library

1 Full-time, Librarian

1 Half-time, Children's Librarian
4 Half-time, NYA Attendants
-Buggs Chapel & Owens X Rds.
1 Half-time, NYA Attendant
-Scottsboro Public Library

1 Half-time, Librarian
-Stevenson Library

1 Part-time, Librarian,
-Bridgeport public

Library 1 Half-time

Volunteers, storekeepers, school principals and school teachers serve as library
attendants at the several other points in the three-county area where service is available.

The closing of the Guntersville Dam Library has made possible the opening of several
new points of service in the area and books are available for the opening of approximately two
additional points in each county within the coming month. On the following page is a list of the
points now receiving library service.

Madison County

Big Cove Store
Big Cove School
Buggs Chapel Store
Cedar Gap (Wiley's store)
Gurley Library Station
Hazel Green School
Hazel Green Store
Harvest School
Huntsville Carnegie Library
. Huntsville Negro Recreation
. Merrimack Recreation Ball
. New Hope School
. New Hope Recreation Hall
. New Market Recreation Hall
. Owen's X Rds. Store
. Owen's X Rds. School
. Pulaski School
. Colburn's Store
. Riverton (Riverside 111)
. Walnut Grove School
. Monrovia School
22. Madison High School
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Marshall County
1. Albertville Public Library
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. Arab High School

. Arab Elementary School

. Asbury School

. Asbury Store

. Boaz Drug Store Library

. Boaz Elementary School

. Boaz High School Library

. Guntersville Public Library
10.Guntersville Dam Library
11.Claysville Jr. High
12.Hebron School
13.Whitaker's Store

14.Y Filling Station

15.High Point School
16.Grant H. S. & Community
17.Union Grove High School
18.Douglas High School

19. Douglas Elementary School

O 04O Ol WM

Jackson County

. Bridgeport Public Library
. Dutton Cafe (Across Road from School)
. Flat Rock Store
. Flat Rock School
Hollywood School
Paint Rock School
Rocky Springs Community Deposit
Rocky Springs School
Rosalie School
. Rosalie (Bowman's Store)
. Scottsboro Public Library
. Scottsboro Negro School
. Stevenson Public Library
. Princeton High School
. Woodoville High School
. Macedonia High School
. Pisgah High School
. Pisgah Library Club
. Central
. Section
The complete pamphlet and clipping file from the Guntersville Dam Library was
transferred to the Scottsboro Public Library where it will fill a much felt need. The book
collection from the Guntersville Dam Library has been distributed throughout the area. All
dormitories, the cafeteria, the grocery store, the Community Bldg and the gasoline station at the
Dam have been closed. A few families are still living in the houses at the Village, but it is
reported that they were only waiting until after the holiday season to move. All library service
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was discontinued on Dec. 15 at which time the Community Building was closed and locked.
The Library had been located in the Community Building.

The holiday season slowed the work of the library program since about half of the points
of library service are located in schools, and it was not possible to service these library stations.
The Regional Librarian attended the Mid-Winter Conference of the American Library
Association in Chicago from Dec. 27 to 30, returning to work in Huntsville on Jan. 2.

Progress is being made toward the proposed WPA [Work Projects Administration]
Library Project for this Three-county area. The Project will be completely coordinated with the
Regional Library Service program. It will not be a separate library project operating in this area,
and it undoubtedly will greatly increase the usefulness of the Regional program. It will be
probably be 30 days yet before the project is in operation since the approval of such projects is a
slow process.

A collection of new books has been received in the Regional Office. The order amounted
to about $650.00. About half of this amount went for children's books that were selected from
approved Alabama library lists. The adult books represented copies of new popular titles and
some of the older popular titles. These new books together with the collection from Guntersville
Dam have been most popular throughout the area. The eager look in the eyes of the elementary
teachers of the area is most gratifying when they see the children's books on the truck that they
have been needing so badly for their classrooms. Ten times the number of books which we have
would not begin to fill the needs of books for this area.

The New Market School fire destroyed a collection of about 50 books. It is hoped
however that many of these books may have been charged out to students at the time of the fire
and that we will get the books. The charge records were also destroyed and the return of books
will depend upon the conscience of the students. Books have also been available in New Market
at the Recreation Hall that were not destroyed.

The NYA Book Mending Project has been continued during the month. Large book
collections from the School Libraries at New Hope and Pisgah have been repaired in addition to
smaller collections from other points in the area. This part of the library program is very
popular since the book truck picks up worn books and delivers them back to the school
completely repaired without cost to the school. The cost of mending supplies is furnished
jointly between the Regional Library Service and the NYA."2 Bravo, Hoyt Galvin, you have
shown great initiative and professionalism!

Before time moves forward, refer back several pages to the part of Hoyt Galvin's long
letter to the part where he described the staffing at several branches. Some of the branches have
an NYA Attendant. NYA stands for National Youth Administration. Eleanor Roosevelt, the
activist wife of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, helped establish the NYA in June 1935. The
NYA helped more than 2 million high school and college students stay in school by giving them
grants in exchange for work. They worked in libraries and college labs, and on farms. The NYA
also found work for 2.5 million young people who were not in school and not working. As
World War Il approached, NYA youths worked in defense industries where they gained useful
job skills. The NYA was an equal opportunity agency, providing aid to women and minorities.
This feature of the program was very important to Mrs. Roosevelt. "It is a question of the right to
work," site said, "and the right to work should know no color lines.”3 Now notice that there was not
an NYA Attendant at the Scottsboro branch.

Readers, do you remember Eliza Hackworth from the last chapter? Well, she's back. Her
March 13,1940 letter to Hoyt Galvin:
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"...1 am also sending the accession sheet back to you and aplogize(sic) for keeping it so
long__the delay was in the fact that my typewriter won't hold the sheet so | have to use Parker
Campbell's at the Sentinel and | can't always be at the Sentinel at the right time....Next time |
will try to do a better job.

Miss Powell came and talked to me to-day about WPA helpers. Since she says it is your
idea and that your idea was sponsored in an effort to help me, please listen and wait a minute.
Right now Mattie Lou [Darwin] and | are working on a plan to get the Board more interested in
keeping the library open each day and of course that means asking for money which | hate to
have to mention but which is VERY NECESSARY, especially now to me. But we are also
planning to try the library committee or board plan with representatives from each club and we
hope this will work. Miss Powell told me that this method had worked so well in another place
and we are willing to try something. Can't we please wait until the library is open each
afternoon_then | can have more time and peace to teach the person. Right now | am almost
sick_a nervous condition resulting from a cold (was in bed all of one day last week but am
much better) and believe if you'll just be patient with me and give me a little more time I'll be
all right.

How are "Douger" and Mrs. Galvin? | hope you will come back some time soon. Would
you or do you think it advisable for you to meet with our new board when we get it organized
and would you consider a talk to the City Board?"4

Two days after the letter above, March 15,1940, Liza H. sent another letter:

"...Mr. Galvin, if you really want to help me; please do not push any worker on me _ |
mean WPA NYA or what not until we can get the library fixed so that | can have the full hours
in the afternoons. To have it open only a few minutes or hours would be practically impossible
because | have to work over time as it is and then that would ruin me _ wreck each afternoon. |
have had a helper before and | know how terrible it is _ not only doing mine but thinking out
for her or him. I don't want to break physically and don't believe I will if you just won't push
this on me and will help me. The more | think of it the slicker the idea of mentioning three so
that the shock would make one seem desirable. I'm laughing, aren't you? But please don't do it.

You see | really am not completely well, so things have been absorbed in relays and thus
you have two long letters when you didn't want one. Please help me instead of torturing me.
Thanks. Sincerely, Eliza."5

April 1,1940 - Mr. Galvin reported on his attendance at the Southeast Regional Library
Conference in Knoxville, for which his expenses were paid by the Huntsville Library. It was
agreed the new library hours would be 9 A.M to 7 P.M. April 18, 1940 was the opening of the
state meeting in Huntsville.

On May 20,1940 Eliza Hackworth sent another letter to Hoyt Galvin:

"I am sorry but it was not possible, | guess, for us to completely talk things out
Thursday. So in the friendliest spirit ever will you please discuss it with me now and frankly tell
me what your plans and hopes are for this particular unit in our library area.

You said, you remember, that you would give us until July to see if the City will give me
full time and then you sounded threatening and that you were going to see it open regardless -
you put it in a very nice manner, but that was your idea was it not?

Did you mean by that that you are trying to put in a WPA worker for three days and me
for three days and that that would eventually mean _ possibly or definitely _ that the WPA
worker would be give full time or all of the time gives as was the way you told me you worked
it with Mr. Johnson at the Guntersville Dam? Or do you have some one who has a degree as
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librarian or did you mean that you could or would consider me as the WPA worker or help to
get it or be it _ however it is managed - and let me be full time under your employ.

If your objection is to me and the work | have been and am trying to do please tell me
frankly in what ways you consider me ill fitted, inefficient or what.

You know, as you said, doing many things makes it hard to either on every well _and |
am trying two or more things. If it could be managed so that | could be settled for full time |
believe | could be a good librarian _ do you or not and why not?

I believe your method of helping is to discuss the flaws or neglects and you have done it
in a very nice and appreciated manner _ or there isn't anything that | do or manage about the
library in a praiseworthy way _ and | am nor seeking praise but | want to face the facts of what
you are planning and thinking and | am asking you to do this as a kindness because | would
rather face facts than have an uncertainty in the offing. ... We have been too busy to ask, |
suppose, but how are Mrs. Galvin and young Galvin _ | still want to see him, before he gets
grown."6

Hoyt Galvin answered Eliza Hackworth's letter on May 22,1940:

It appears that | have unintentionally worried you during our conversation last
Thursday. | will try to answer your letter paragraph by paragraph. It is my sincere hope that
every library in this area can be open both morning and afternoon every day of the week.
Naturally | included Scottsboro in such hopes for as a matter of fact it is the only one now that is
not open every day in the week. A few are open only in the afternoons.

It was not my intention to set July definitely as the final goal for achieving more
cooperation from the city. It would seem however that after three years we should be able to
secure it now or never. | would like very much to put a W.P.A. worker in your library to assist
you, even though the library might be open as at present. There are many things such as
clipping and picture files that you are not able to develop alone as they keep you too busy at the
desk. I would be happy if it is possible for you to become a W.P.A. Librarian but your economic
status would be too high for you to convince Miss Gunter that you are qualified. If | am wrong
in this matter you may certainly see Miss Gunter about it. Miss Powell is the only uncertified
person that we have and all uncertified persons must have a college degree with library
training.

You have asked me for a frank comment on your ability. You have performed most
satisfactory in my opinion in the Scottsboro Library for a person who does not have library
training. | consider you equal to Mrs. Huckaby in the Guntersville Library. Your defense has
been to oppose most new ideas until after you had been entirely convinced. This is a normal
reaction however and | would not care to criticize you about it when | realize that you have not
had the advantage of Library training and the advantage of working in other successful
libraries. You may be sure that | am not working behind the scenes to have you replaced by
another person, but you may be also sure that | sincerely desire to see the Scottsboro Library
open during more days and more hours of the week. My first hope is that your new board
might be able to secure a sufficient increase in your salary to allow you to work full time. Even
if this is possible however | would desire to place a W.P.A. worker with you in order that a
fuller and more complete library program could be conducted.

| believe you will agree with me that, if within the next few months, the city is not
willing to increase your salary, it is doubtful that they will for a good many years to come. In
such cases | would hope to accomplish something for Scottsboro with the assistance of a W.P.A.
worker."7

Eliza H. of Scottsboro wrote another letter to Hoyt Galvin, May 30,1940:
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"...you promised also, | believe, not to help us get a WPA worker until we settled on
more days with the City Board _ at least settled something. Can't we tactfully arrange to have
someone that we could like to have and who would be a help instead of a pain? There is a
person, confidentially, who we believe is trying to get employed in this capacity who we also
feel sure would not prove satisfactory for several reasons. Some members of the board know
her and agree on that point. I'm not fixing to be a gossip, but | can and will be glad to give our
reasons confidentially _ its not social prejudice either.

Mr. Galvin, you have been and are being very grand and | appreciate it much more than
I can express _ and that is not flattery, so don't get disgusted _ and the club appreciates you,
too.

... don't want to stay in the class of myself and Mrs. Huckaby _although | never heard
of the woman until you mentioned her _ but be as good as you and Miss [Frances] Jones. You
needn't tell Miss Jones and you may laugh a lot, but at least | suppose you will confess that I'm
ambitious?"8

In June 1940 library activities were discontinued in Marshall County because of its
failure to make the appropriation for 1940-41. The library continued to operate as a two-county
system with a branch in Scottsboro and the rural areas being served from the 12,000-volume
store of books earmarked for regional circulation.

On May 31,1940, the first Negro library in Huntsville was started in the basement of the
Lakeside Methodist Church on Jefferson Street. Hoyt Galvin, library director, gave Mrs. Dulcina
DeBerry a key to the church basement and told her to see what she could make of it, if she
could. Mrs. DeBerry was well qualified for this position, as she had been a teacher in North
Carolina and was active in the Lakeside Church. She started to be paid by the Works Progress
Administration from that first day, May 31,1940, until April 27,1943. A total of 79 people were
employed in the regional library system paid by the W.P.A. during 1940-1943.

She found in the basement two unpainted tables, two rough benches and a schoolroom
desk with no chair. This was not a promising beginning. The holdings, 27 juvenile volumes, 39
books for adults and 10 used magazines, were stored in a large unpainted dry goods box.

Ten days later the library opened. DeBerry and two high school boys cleaned the
basement and painted the furniture. Mrs. Z.K. Jackson, the minister's wife, donated a chair for
the librarian to use. During those ten days, the main library had delivered additional books and
magazines. The holdings on opening day consisted of 60 books for young readers, 79 adult
books and 20 used magazines.

In a few weeks the number of patron increased from 10 to 30. Every two weeks the main
library exchanged books and delivered special requests.

Heating became a problem in the basement, and on November 30, 1940 the library was
moved to the Winston Street School. That school was demolished in 1980 for the construction of
Interstate 565.

The library moved to Pelham Street, near Councill High School and the current main
library building, in 1947 in a building owned by the Huntsville Board of Education. Soon after
the move, the name of the branch became the Dulcina DeBerry Branch.9

August 5, 1940 - Mrs. Robert Proctor was declared to be no longer a member of the
board, having failed to attend any of the last five meetings. September 3, 1940 - Mrs Bolling is
back on the board. You remember she was dropped earlier for non-attendance.

In September 1940, Hoyt Galvin resigned the position as Director of Regional activities,
and was replaced by Horace Moses effective November 1, 1940. Hoyt Galvin moved on to
become the Director of the Charlotte Public Library in North Carolina and other library
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positions. In 1955 he was chairman of the American Library Association Buildings Committee.
In that position he was the editor of a pamphlet, Planning a Library Building, which recorded the
proceedings of an institute for planning a library building sponsored by the American Library
Association.10

When Hoyt Galvin became TVA Regional Library Director in 1936, he was subordinate
to the Huntsville Public Library Board, but not the Huntsville Library. His office was in the
basement of the Carnegie Library building. When Horace Moses replaced Galvin, the Library
Board minutes of September 11, 1940 reflect that the "Regional Director shall be in complete
charge of the Huntsville Public Library and its extension services under the direction of the
Huntsville Public Library Board." Mattie Darwin was the Librarian and Head of the Adult
Department. Since there was a smaller library board installed, Moses became the Secretary of
the Board. The tenor and style of the minutes henceforth reflect Hoyt Galvin's dominance in
making changes and initiating many activities. Apparently he was persuasive and dominated
with superior knowledge and professionalism. Remember the comments earlier that the early
librarians were nice old ladies interested in books, but with no professional training.

November 11, 1940 -The city council approved the new salaries for Mrs. Darwin ($75
per month) and Miss Jones ($50 per month). The Board approved the program presented by Mr.
Moses to unify the business organization of the library and the Regional program. All monies
due the library from its various sources of income are to be carried in one account, and are to be
disbursed through the office of the director. The board empowered Mr. Moses to make a survey
of the adult department and its services. The survey was to be used by the director and the
board for guidance in a plan of reorganization. Horace Moses assumed the job of secretary to
the library board as signer of the minutes for the first time.

December 9,1940 - The board voted to accept the proposed co-operative purchase plan
as presented by the Julius Rosenwald Fund of Chicago for development of library service to
Negro readers. These unit library collections to be purchased from Regional funds and to be
distributed through the region by our custodians with the cooperation of the Jeanes (?) workers.
The Julius Rosenwald Fund was created by Sears, Roebuck and Company magnate Julius
Rosenwald (1917-1948) to coordinate his contributions for African American education. He was
guided by Booker T. Washington and had Washington administer a program through Tuskegee
Institute from 1913-1920 for the construction of new school facilities for black children in the
South. In 1928 the Rosenwald Fund revamped its programs to address broader issues of
education and health for African Americans and race relations.

February 10, 1941 - "The Director having withdrawn from the meeting, it was moved,
seconded and voted that the salary of the Director should be raised from $2,000 per year to
$2,400, as agreed upon at the time of his acceptance, and that the future increases of salary
should be made at such times as additions to the Regional department were made." Back on
November 11, 1940, the library board raised Mrs. Darwin's salary to $75 per month, the
equivalent of $900 per year, so there were obvious differences in responsibility and salary
between Darwin and Moses.

Mr. Alex B. Adams, the same Adams mentioned in the previous chapter as having a
book stop in his home in Rocky Springs, prepared a speech, circa late 1941, which gave a
perspective of the regional library system and rural northeast Alabama. My readers should
prepare for a wise and insightful document. Adams was a worker for the W.P.A., June 1,1940 to
April 27,1943, but he was concurrently a social observer, philosopher, educator, economist and
excellent writer. Ponder his thoughts and transfer them into our 21scentury.
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"In April | wrote asking a job of H.R. Galvin, | began work June 3, 1940 for Regional
Library under W.P.A.

The first month | spent in installing books in Rural Communities, 6 in all, comprising the
following: Mt. Carmel, 3 miles, Union Hill, 7 miles, Concord, 3&1/2 miles, Hog Jaw, 5 miles,
Bryant, 11 miles, Long Island, 7 miles, these communities Rocky Springs included have a
population of more that 3,500.

I worked in cooperation with community workers and teachers trying where possible to
get books in the homes of people who had lived in the communities for several generations, also
with families who liked to read as they would be sure to know all in the community who also
liked to read and thus the work of advertising was cut in half.

For the first six months there was a gradual increase in circulation until in Dec. 1940 it
showed a rise from 600 in June 1940, to over 2200 in Nov. 1940, it is now 2500. Circulation will
vary some at different Seasons reaching a high in the winter and also late summer and early
Fall, to drop again in Spring and early Summer during the period of planting and cultivating
crops, canning and other such work.

Our High School System is available to all according to theory, but, the cost of the last
two or three years in High School makes it prohibitive to many. Here is where the Library plays
an important part to those who will avail themselves of the opportunity. For instance, in Feb.
1939, two boys, of 14 and 15 years respectfully began to check books, averaging from two to
four a week showing a preference for Zane Grey's novel and other Western authors, both of
those boys were about ready to enter High School.

Howard Jordan was in the 9th grade, he read for about 18 months but mostly for the
thrill he would get from reading. There was a noticeable improvement in his Language and
better Company.

Albert Prince began to read at the same time, his people were much poorer than
Jordan's. He passed to the 8th grade. His father could neither read nor write and was W.P.A.
worker and had been on relief work since 1933 and is still on W/P/A. and has a family of 7
children. The mother has probably a 2rdgrade education and doesn't read but little.

They seem to have no aspiration beyond a mere existence and raising a bunch of
children as fast as possible, allowing the children to raise themselves as they pleased and best
could. Albert for one year read nothing but Western books, then a few non-fiction works such
as, "Gentlemen are not Sissies", and books on other subjects. Today he continues to read, there
is a very marked improvement in Albert from a boy of almost furtive, hang-dog actions. He is
today welcomed in the best homes, is invited to any and all social gatherings, attends Church
Services, bringing up his brothers and sisters with him. There is a marked improvement in his
speech, personal appearance and personal conduct. He is the oldest child and so is able to a
great extent to influence his younger brothers and sisters and to some extent his parents. The
improvement in this boy is noticed and commented on by all who know him. His father on July
22,1941 told me, "I thought at first his reading was foolishness but it sure helped him and | will
tell anyone so." Here is where the library fills a very important place.

Last year | placed books in 4 schools, all having an enrollment of about 250, teaching up
to the 8thgrade in one, 6thin two, 4thgrade in one. All the teachers were outspoken in praise of
the service rendered them by the Regional Library Service. They all agreed that the children
who read regularly were from 50 to 100 percent more efficient in their studies. At Long Island
there were over 100 children enrolled, they would not read much before school. At the
beginning of school circulation was 50 per month until Nov. and Dec. but little increase was
shown - but by the time of school closing the teachers reported a circulation of 600 per month.
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The circulation of the 4 schools was 9400. All of the teachers tell me that the child who reads
during vacation goes ahead at once at the beginning of school while it takes from 2 to 4 weeks to
start those who haven't read, giving the child who reads a month start of those who do not.

Readers range in age from 6 years to over 80. At Union there lives an old couple, the old
lady is blind, the man's sight is badly affected by age, he is reading the book "Gone With The
Wind" aloud to his wife, this will take in all at least two months. This would be impossible
almost in a City Library as he is not able to go and recheck the book every 7 or 14 days. Each
Librarian in each rural community has known each person for years, some of them are life long
neighbors and friends and if it takes one week, two weeks or more for them to read a book they
keep the book until it is read then return it.

In carrying books from one station to another my load is 10 to 12 Adult books and 15
Juvenile books, this gives each station an exchange of 10 Adult and 15 juvenile books every 14
days or in all 50 books per month. Each station has an average of 75 books per station.

In exchanging books I always allow the person in charge to pick whatever books from
those on hand who would want to read it, also any book or books not being read. | take those
books in and go over them carefully and get them ready for the next station being careful to
have books that have not been there before. By working it this way and by exchanging books
with the Truck once a month any one person can keep a number of stations supplied with new
material if they will try and will work. It takes work and plenty of it but it can be done if one
has the determination to go ahead.

What prominent farmers think of the Library Program:

-Henry Caperton, Stevenson, master farmer and member of Board of Education says,
"The fact that the Library supplies Rural Schools with books the county is unable to supply one
reason we want to keep it."

-Cal McFarlane, Bridgeport, says, "if the renters and others would avail themselves of
the advantages of the library it is one of the best programs the W.P.A. has engaged in yet."

-W.W. Wicher, Bridgeport, says, "The people get more for the money invested than any
other program.”

By moving 25 books per load making 12 loads every 28 days you move 300 books per
month or 2600 books per year. | walk 140 miles per month or a total of 1680 miles per year. This
does not take in to account extra trips of which | make 20 or more during the year.

I also cooperate with the county agent and obtain from him, Bulletins and place them in
the hands of farmers who ask for them. From the Home Demonstration Agents | obtain recipe
books, also books on clothing and food preservation and pass them over to those who need
them, the great trouble is getting enough to go around. In every way possible | cooperate with
all programs that | can for | consider any one in the library Service as a servant of the public and
as such to serve the public in any way possible, by doing so you gain the confidence of the
people, this is very important rural work of any kind. Many rural programs sound in theory
and fact have failed because of too much red tape and your rural citizen has scant patience with
red tape of any kind. He lives close to nature in the raw, if you please a whole years effort
depends on the seasons if they are normal all well, but wind, hail, rain, insects of all kinds,
market conditions, all over which he has little or no control are to be considered.

The more anyone reads the more intelligently he can consider any question. So again in
this the Library can play an important part in the prosperity of the rural communities.
Prosperity calls for better homes and improved farms and this in turn paves the way for larger
tax return - thus the rural Library Service is a paying investment for any County or State."1l
[What a mouthful from Mr. Adams! Bravo!] He was a man of all seasons.
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Scottsboro apparently was filled with readers and philosophers in the early 1940's. The
following item was found in the Regional Library files, circa 1942. The author was Horace P.
Snodgrass, a Negro W.P.A.-paid, library worker from December 7,1940 until January 19,1943,
with an address of Post Office Box 289, Scottsboro. He had some trouble spelling and mastering
the typewriter, but his thoughts were right on the money:

"THE JOY OF READING

To all cultivated person the joy of reading is so natural and neccessarry a fuction of their
daily living that they suffer as acutely by being deprived of the kind of literture they are a
accustomed to read as they would suffer from being deprived of noufishing foods.

Isn't It fortunate, then, during these portentous times we who live in America are able to
enrich our lives and obtain the lasting pleasure derived from reading the out standing books we
have in our libraries.

Our leading men of the day know that good reading enable a man to work more freely
and sanguinely and rapidly. Good reading nourishes and builds up the worn tissues of the
mind. Men and women who read and enjoy good books are released from fear and imbued
with an exalted and revgrent courage. We know that we are in a wor and paper is being used
for wor purpose we can't get new books from the publishing company every month, But we can
get books brought to us monthly from the regional library in Huntsville by the books truck free
of charge. Let us prove to them that we appreciate these books by coming to the library and use
them. Some of these books may have been use once but they are still new to us if we haven't
seem them.

We are proud of our country and the liberty for which we are fighting your membership
in our club will help to make better citizen with the freedom of thought and expression in
books. Come to see us. Librarian, Horace P. Snodgrass"12Bravo, Horace Snodgrass.

March 10, 1941 - There was a discussion about the status of the regional library, and
with the advice of an invited lawyer, it was agreed that the probate judges and the county
superintendents of education be instructed to form library boards in Marshall and Jackson
Counties.

May 12 1941 - There was discussion about extending the activities of the Regional
Library Service into four Tennessee counties. The director was authorized to make further
investigation of the procedures necessary. [As a retired Army officer, the following item tickled
my funny bone, my italics.] The supervisor of the Tennessee statewide library service wrote a
letter to Horace Moses, Huntsville library director, about the above-cited lack of action to
establish the service from Huntsville into Tennessee. "l feel that Mr. Horder and Major Hayes
would cooperate and be interested in any program we might develop. We have talked with Mr.
Horder quite a bit, and find him definitely interested in Library Service. He has been a great
help to us in planning our program in and round Tullahoma. We have found Major Hayes an
interesting person, very ivilling to cooperate, but with not the slightest idea of what Libran/ Sennce is."13
The Tennessee expansion idea was not successful because the state representatives decided
state laws and variations made it too difficult.4

On June 8,1941 some folks from the United States Army visited Huntsville in search of a
site for a weapons plant. On July 3, 1941 the Army selected 30,000 acres in Huntsville for
Huntsville Arsenal. Why was it selected? Perhaps they were attracted to the red clay. Maybe
they liked the useless ground on the Tennessee River. Thirty-two days later they broke ground
for the arsenal. On October 25, 1941 ground was broken for the Redstone Ordnance Plant.
Apparently they did like the color of the ground, as well as being on the Tennessee River for
transportation accessibility. The United States would not be at war for another 44 days, but war
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in Europe was well established for 23 months, as Germany forcibly invaded Poland on
September 1, 1939. France and the Benelux countries had fallen to Germany in less than two
months by the end of June 1940. England was threatened. The handwriting was on the wall for
America, despite the voices of many to stay out of the fighting.

August 11,1941 - The principal problem confronting the Huntsville Public Library was
the increased demands for service made upon it by the building of an arsenal near the city by
the Chemical Warfare Service of the War Department.

September 8, 1941 - It was agreed to empower the director to further develop the
remodeling of the circulation room of the regional department. October 13, 1941 - It was
reported that the contract with the Marshall County Board of Education had been approved and
signed

Sep 13, 1941 - The director presented a schedule for classification of staff, to include
rules and regulations governing vacations, sick leave, leaves of absences and appointments,
which were approved.

The Japanese sneak attack on the Hawaiian Islands, December 7,1941 started the United
States on the path to being a world power, and dragged Huntsville along with it, to include our
public library.

December 8,1941, the day after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a "Non-Expansion
Policy of the Regional Department" was presented by the director and approved by the board.
The director gave a report on progress and conditions in the entire system with particular
emphasis upon community co-operation, which was shown to be necessary for building toward
the permanency of the library.

January 12,1942 - It was approved by the board that the director could assume the local
chairmanship of the Victory Book Drive in Madison and Jackson. The drive for books was a
joint effort of the American Library Association, Red Cross, and the United Services
Organization (U.S.0.). It was approved that the Huntsville Public Library should submit an
application for membership in the American Library Association.

On March 6, 1942 the Huntsville Chemical Warfare Depot was established. From
nothing, in less than one year Huntsville became a modest home to a small part of the Federal
government. It would grow dramatically for the next 63 years, far beyond what anyone could
have possibly imagined in our little town of 13,050 people, or among the Madison County
population of 66,317. We did not know we were on our way. We only knew we were making
chemical artillery shells, not a very glamorous business. At the peak of the war, there were
about 11,000 people employed on the Arsenal, about half of them women. The change was
dramatic, from 13,050 Huntsvillians to 11,000 workers just in the southwestern corner of
Huntsville. The jobs were better paying than the cotton mills that dominated Huntsville
industry.

March 9, 1942 - A request from Mrs. Marie Bankhead Owen of the Department of
Archives and History in Montgomery for information about bombing and incendiary fires was
presented. Action for protection against such disasters was discussed, and the director was
instructed to make a report to the office requesting information.

April 13,1942 - It was agreed that as many as two members of the library staff be sent to
the meeting of the Alabama Library Association at Auburn, May 1-2.

June 9,1942 - The Board approved the expenses of the director, Horace Moses, to attend
the annual conference of the American Library Association to be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
June 22-27. October 13, 1942 - Horace Moses reported on the Conference in Milwaukee, at
which he gave a paper, "A Regional Library in Transition," which was reprinted as four pages
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in the "Library Journal". A gift of books from the Fort Wayne, Indiana Public Library was
reported by the director, the gift consisted of duplicates and over-stock from that library
amounted to about 10,000 volumes.

The following letter from Horace Moses to the Superintendent of the Jackson County
Schools demonstrated the contribution of the Regional Library System to the public schools in
Jackson County, which was in addition to the services to the public libraries and book stops.

"June 15,1942

I should like to make the following report to your Board of Education on the library
work carried on in Jackson County with your schools.

During the school year 1941-1942 the Regional Library has served 21 rural schools in the
County. The schools are:

Bryant Long Island
Central Macedonia
Dean's Chapel Mt. Carmel
Dutton Pisgah
Fackler Pleasant View
Flat Rock Princeton
Freedom Rosalie
Hale's Cove Trenton
Hollywood Tupelo
Larkinsville Woodbville
Limrock

The library truck has called every four weeks at each school during the school year,
where books have been exchanged. Each teacher has been supplied with a classroom library, for
the use of her pupils.

During each of the school months more than 2,000 books from the Regional Library have
been read by the children of Jackson County distributed by the schools. In addition to this
number there have been 35,609 books read by children drawn from the 18 public libraries of the
County also maintained by the Regional Library. In all approximately 50,000 books have been
read by the children of Jackson County since July 1941.

During the summer months the libraries operate reading clubs for the children to further
encourage reading of good books. Last fall teachers and principals reported to us that the
general reading ability of their children had greatly improved through this summer reading.
Throughout the year the Regional Library with its books and services extends its work further
along to the benefit of the schools, teachers and pupils of Jackson County. During these days of
war, we are doing all we can to aid the government in bringing facts and figures before the
public. This Library has been selected as one of 2,000 all over the country to act as an
information center. We are bringing vital war information into every community of Jackson
County. There were 39 locations provided library service in Jackson County. | certainly hope
that no one in the county complained about the lack of book service.

We appreciate the fine co-operation given us by the officials of Jackson County, and
shall look forward to a bigger and more profitable year in 1943, working together."15

On September 17,1942 Mrs. AJ. Armstrong, of Stevenson, Alabama wrote a letter to the
Regional Library director. She complained that the library was closed since April because the
librarian left for a better-paying job. "It distresses me to see it closed so long when our people
want the books so much. This is a project close to my heart because | was largely instrumental
in getting it started. There were only two or three interested enough to help with the work of
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getting books donated & help collect and catalogue them. | am handicapped now with long
sickness in the house & can't get out & work at things of this nature but | am still deeply
interested & sorry to see the library closed so long." She went on to say that many people are
anxious to have the library reopened, since the Bridgeport library is still open and the regional
book truck passes through Stevenson on the way to Bridgeport. Mrs. Armstrong made several
other points in her letter, and these will be covered by way of the letter to follow.16

Horace Moses, the director of the regional library, wrote back to Mrs. Armstrong in a
letter, dated September 17,1942. [Why the return letter was dated the same day as the incoming
letter cannot be explained.] Moses' letter points out one of the basic facts about the library
business, the locals may want the library, but it does not happen until they make commitments
to make it happen. Libraries do not fall from heaven as some people might hope, they take
money and commitment. Let me digress to make the point by an oft-told military speech-
makers' anecdote. The difference between dedication and commitment? You want ham and
eggs for breakfast? The chicken is dedicated to providing the egg. The pig is committed to
provide the ham. After that short interlude, we return to Moses' letter.

"l was very happy to receive your letter in regard to the library at Stevenson. It is
encouraging to us to know that the work we carried on was appreciated, and that the Library
has been missed.

The Stevenson Library has long been a puzzle to us. From all indications it should have
been an excellent little library. It was well housed, and we considered Miss Bogart one of the
very best persons we had working for us. We supplied a larger number of books to Stevenson,
in proportion to either Bridgeport or Scottsboro. In spite of these factors, the circulation record
of Stevenson fell far behind any of the major stations which we were serving. We tried a
number of inducements to raise this record with Miss Bogart's help, but none seemed to work
out.

Over a year ago we made a particular effort to again arouse local interest in the Library.
We are ever fearful of the continued existence of WPA, which furnishes our workers. Should
this organization cease to function as a governmental agency, we wish to be in a position to
carry on the library work independently. With this in mind, | sent Mr. Joseph Benson, acting
then as my assistant to Stevenson, to interview a nhumber of people. He met with a group of
ladies, and it was our impression that one of the clubs was to act as sponsor for the Library.
That was the last we heard of the movement.

When Miss Bogart was removed from the WPA Library Project, it seemed that our last
personal contact with Stevenson was lost. We have had a number of letters from Stevenson
people, recommending Mrs. McGuffy for the position. Yours is the first in which real concern
has been shown in regard to the Library itself, and its continuance. That is the reason | am
writing in such detail. We cannot open and operate a library, merely to give some worthy
person employment through WPA. We are building for the future betterment of Stevenson,
Jackson County, and this entire region.

We are vitally interested in re-opening the Stevenson Library. It has had a good start.
We have always considered it as "temporarily” closed. We have not withdrawn the stock of
books which we furnished. What we need now is the active interest of the people of the town,
and upon this rests the future of the Library.

As lunderstand Stevenson is an incorporated town, with mayor and council. It has been
our hope that all such towns would gain the official recognition of the town by the appointment
of a Library Board, by the mayor and council. This, for instance, has been done at Bridgeport. It
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is true that there must be some sponsoring body in the community to bring this about. In
Bridgeport a ladies club was responsible.

We will be happy to make every effort to secure Mrs. McGuffey or any eligible person,
whom this Board may select to serve the Library. At the present time however we feel that some
definite action must be taken by Stevenson, itself, as a community to make the Library a going
institution. We will do all in our power to help this along but it should not evolve upon this
organization to promote civic action in Stevenson.

Thank you so much for your letter. | hope that | have helped clarify the situation, and |
want to again express our intention to help Stevenson have the finest little librarv in Northern
Alabama, if that is what Stevenson wants."17

December 21, 1942 - There was discussion about the elimination of the Works Progress
Administration (WPA), which was closed by April 24,1943.

January 11, 1943 - A gift of $32.83 from the Lowndes' bequest was accepted by the
board. Remember the Lowndes' fund from 1932?

February 16, 1943 - It was voted that with the conclusion of the Works Progress
Administration, the hours of the adult department be established from 1 P.M. to 9 P.M. daily
except Sunday. The hours for the children's department were established at 2:30 to 6 P.M.

Mrs. Mattie Darwin, the second librarian of the Huntsville Carnegie Library, retired
after 25 years of service in March 1943. The library had several hundred books in 1917, which
grew to 26,000-27,000 when Mattie Darwin retired. She was credited with helping the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) to establish their lineage more than any other
person in Huntsville. Mrs. Darwin was a widow with three children in 1917, and was placed in
charge of the library, which she ran for several years without help. She had been a teacher at the
old private Butler school, so she had a strong interest in education and reading. The Darwin
children spent most of their time at the library, as they and volunteers assisted much in marking
books and doing other jobs for several years. How wonderful it must have been to grow up
inside a library. Mattie Darwin started a whole generation of Huntsville children on the right
road to reading.18

There was more to Mrs. Darwin's resignation than meets the eye. At the February 16,
1943 meeting, the board requested the director to investigate, and report a suitable standard for
guidance in establishing an age limit for service in the Huntsville Public Library.

Yet, in a letter from Mrs. Darwin, which will be quoted below, she refers to a letter she
received from the board dated February 23,1943. Here is Mattie Darwin's letter of resignation:

"Huntsville, Ala, Feb 26th 1943

To The Board of the Huntsville Public Library,

Dear Members of the Library Board,

I have today received your letter of Feb 23rd 1943 and am herewith handing in my
resignation as librarian to take effect March 1¢, 1943 if that date meets with the pleasure of the
Board.

I should like to express my thanks to each member of the Board for my twenty five years
of service in the Library and for their unfailing consideration at all times.

These have been years of pleasure and satisfaction in service to my fellow citizens

| realize the gravity of changing conditions [This author's italics] which must take place in
the Library, and its welfare will always be uppermost in my interests.

Very Truly Yours, Mattie P. Darwin"19

Back on September 13,1941, there was an item about a new library staffing classification
document. On April 13, 1943, six weeks after Mattie Darwin's resignation, the library board
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approved a revised classification document, which had generally the same information, but
with the added statement, "Retirement. The board of the Huntsville Public Library, with other
educational, industrial and governmental agencies, recognizes the age 65 as that of retirement.
Upon attaining the age 65, it becomes necessary for the individual to notify the Board, if no
record of age is evident. The board at such time may request retirement, or extend employment
for a definite period, not to exceed 12 months. Continuous employment by the Huntsville
Public Library ceases at age 65." Since there is no copy of the letter received by Mrs. Darwin, it
is assumed that she received the news about the retirement at age 65 in that letter. She was
probably shocked when those "changing conditions” were thrust upon her, but her
graciousness was demonstrated.

Evidence points to age discrimination on the part of the aggressive director, Horace
Moses, with the board's concurrence. A chronology of related events follows:

e September 13,1941: A staffing classification document was introduced. There was no
mention of mandatory retirement age. Mattie Darwin was 64 years and 9 months
old.

< February 16,1943: The director was requested by the board to investigate mandatory
retirement ages.

e February 23,1943: The board sent a letter to Mrs. Darwin, contents unknown.

< February 26,1943: Mattie Darwin "resigned", citing "gravity of changing condition"
(italics in her letter) in the above letter. She was now 67 years and 2 months old.

< April 13,1943: Board approved a policy of mandatory retirement at age 65.

Mrs. Robert Cook (Mary Beirne Darwin), Mattie Darwin's daughter, said that her
mother was suffering from chronic asthma and bronchitis during those years and was ready to
"resign."” Moses and the board were determined to be rid of the long-time librarian and they
cleverly pressured her to resign before the new policy was implemented so they did not have to
"grandfather” her. Some readers may not understand "grandfather,” which means not
retroactively enforcing a new policy. Mattie Darwin died in Huntsville on September 5,1966.20

March 2,1943 - The board was to request an appropriation of $150 per month to the city
council for the employment of a trained librarian in compliance with the Code of the City of
Huntsville: Chapter 27, Sec. 8-(d). The city council approved the amount requested. The
possibility of a branch in West Huntsville in conjunction with the United Services Organization
(USO) was discussed. It was voted to allow $35 in expenses for Miss Ethel Sauders of Louisiana
State University Library School to visit Huntsville as a candidate for the librarian's job.

May 13,1943. - Miss Ethel Sauders accepted the job of assistant director and head of the
adult department.

June 15, 1943 - The library board agreed that the library should accept gifts of books
only upon the understanding that such books should be made a part of the general library
collection, and should not be shelved separately. The director was instructed to investigate a
suitable bookplate to mark such books as might be given the library.

Eleven months after Horace Moses wrote a letter to the town of Stevenson about the
library closure, he wrote another letter, but this one was to the principal of Bridgeport High
School, Mr. D.L. Bell.

"l am writing you again concerning the future of the Bridgeport Library, as | understand
that you were elected as Chairman of the Board of trustees.

It has come to my attention that the library is closed, and that its future seems doubtful. |
am very sorry to hear this, as we have had great hopes for that library. This organization has
maintained the library in Bridgeport for several years, as you know. We have made every effort
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to provide every assistance possible to continue its existence, growth and prosperity. If our
efforts have failed we feel it has been through lack of local cooperation rather than negligence
on our part.

We, through the regional program, can supply you with books and printed materials in
sufficient quantities to far surpass your present needs. Individuals in the community have
provided an excellent location for the library. All that remains is for the community itself to
provide for the maintenance of the library. To continue this must be done. After five years hard
work and interest on our part, we are loath to be faced with failure.

I shall visit Bridgeport Friday morning August 20th and will call on you at the High
School. | will appreciate it if you can bring together the interested members of your Board to
discuss this situation. | feel that the failure of your library at Bridgeport would be tragic, but
also it may well jeopardize the entire library program in Jackson County.

Again, let me ask your help and cooperation in furthering a very worth-while public
and community activity."2l

September 14, 1943 - The director was authorized to open a branch of the Huntsville
Public Library, to be located in the Winston Street School, and to be served by a faculty member
of that school, would be qualified in the judgment of the director, for the use of the Negro
population of the city; said branch to be under the control of the Huntsville Public Library and
to be considered a branch of that system in all respects, the branch to be designated as The
Winston Street Branch. Miss Ethel Sauders presented a plan to increase the present periodical
holdings of the adult department. The board approved the plan and Miss Sauders was
instructed to put the plan into effect.

Gussie S. Finley, Scottsboro, wrote a letter to Horace Moses, September 24,1943:

"In our effort to secure a Librarian, we find that we must have certain information from
your office. We must have a report showing the number of books, circulation, number of
readers, etc. It is supposed that you have such information in your files, as reports from the
former Librarian. Will you please send this report at your very earliest convenience? It is very
important that | have this information in hand by Tuesday September 28,1943. Please give this
matter your immediate attention. Thanks in advance."2

Horace Moses replied the next day:

"Your communication of Sept. 24, received, and as you do not state which library you
refer to, and as | know there has been some effort to start the Colored library, | am giving you
the information requested on that library. Should | be in error please write again.

Books: The library for the colored at Scottsboro has charged against it approximately 700
books from the Regional collection. A number of these may be in rural stations at present, as
Horace Snodgrass had five such stations. | never received definite word from Horace as to how
many he brought back into the Library in Scottsboro. In addition to the Regional books there
were approximately 500 other books which have been given the Library.

Circulation: We have had no reports on work since December 1942. During twelve
months of 1942 there were 16,872 books reported as read from that library. This figure includes
the books read in the county. It was not possible for him to keep a separate count of Scottsboro
alone in his report to us.

Registered readers: On his last report December 1942, Horace [Snodgrass] reported 711
member readers, registered in the library. There were undoubtedly some readers who were not
registered. Of the 711, 306 were children and 405 adults.

I hope this is the information you desire. We will be very happy to help you with the
library at any time, if someway can be found to keep it open."23
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November 9, 1943 - After a discussion by all five members of the library board, it was
agreed that an executive committee consisting of the chairman, treasurer, and secretary-director
be authorized to conduct business for the library in the absence of a quorum at a regular board
meeting or in the conduct of emergency business in interim between meetings. All actions will
be reported to the board at the next regular meeting.

February 15,1944 - The board voted, in his absence, a bonus of $150 for the director, in
lieu of a salary increase, to be judged semiannually, contingent of a satisfactory financial
condition of the budget.

April 11, 1944 - The board authorized the director to make a trip to various library
centers in a search for a new assistant librarian. The board interviewed Mrs. Elizabeth Parks
Beamguard, informally, as an applicant for the position of head of the adult department and
assistant to the director.

June 13, 1944 - The resignation of Miss Ethel Sauders as head of the adult department
and assistant to the director was accepted. Apparently the resignation was expected. Mrs.
Beamguard was hired at a salary of $1,800 per year, with a salary adjustment, to allow for
increased living costs, of $240 per year, to be paid in four quarterly installments to begin after
three months of service. The salary adjustment was to be contingent upon the financial ability of
the board to allow such payments from the budget.

The director gave a report covering his recent trip to Indianapolis and Chicago with
visits to library centers. As a result of this report it was agreed that the board would begin a
series of studies on local library service standards. Mrs. Robert J. Lowe, who was just appointed
to the board in March, 1944, was appointed chairman of a "Post-War Planning Committee," to
develop plans toward the improvement of the Huntsville Public Library, its organization,
personnel and services. This was the beginning of a long tenure on the board for Mrs. Lowe.

On June 22,1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Servicemen's Readjustment
Act into law. Congress had passed the bill earlier in the spring. For long after World War I, the
veterans of the war were unhappy about the lack of support by the Federal government for
their service and interrupted lives. In 1932 General Douglas MacArthur ordered the Bonus
Expeditionary Force, veterans demanding a bonus, routed from their tents along the Anacostia
River in Washington, D.C. That lesson was not forgotten.

As early as 1942 studies were under way to preclude such problems as occurred after
World War I. It was estimated there would be up to 15 million men and women who had been
serving in the armed services would be unemployed when the war ended. From that fear, one
of the greatest pieces of social engineering in American history was developed. It would
dramatically and directly affect Huntsville, and indirectly the library.

The Servicemen's Readjustment Act, now commonly called the Gl Bill of Rights (Gl is
short for Government lIssue), would help the veterans adjust to civilian life. The act provided
tuition, subsistence, books and supplies, equipment, and counseling services for veterans to
continue their education in school or college. Within seven years, approximately eight million
veterans received educational benefits. Approximately 2,300,000 attended colleges and
universities, 3,500,000 received school training, and 3,400,000 received on-the-job training. The
number of degrees awarded by U.S colleges doubled between 1940 and 1950, and the
percentage of Americans with bachelor degrees, or advanced degrees, rose from 4.6 percent in
1945 to 25 percent 50 years later. Many of those degrees were engineering degrees.

The GI Bill provided subsistence to the veterans, so they could be educated, married,
and have children all at the same time, not sequentially. That placed a demand for housing,
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cars, refrigerators, stoves, and other consumer goods. It provided an immediate jump-start to
the American economy, which was sustained to this day.

Many of those engineers and others came to Huntsville to work at Redstone Arsenal in
the rocket and missile programs, which spawned the space program even as the Army's missile
programs increased. Many of those people came in uniform for 6 months or 2 years, and stayed
for the good civilian jobs. They are still here! They were not from the South, but from all over
the country. They changed the slow moving culture into a faster one, as the military needed to
get things done quickly to meet the national threats. More details will be in the next chapter.

"At its present stage, [1945] the Huntsville Public Library bids well to assume a place of
leadership in the plan for national library development. In the past four years, the rural service
has been solidified into a regular coordinated feature of countv school systems, and plans are
being made, according to Director Moses, to broaden the base of operations from the center in
Huntsville.

The plan first established here has already been copied by the state extension
departments of Georgia, Tennessee, and Missouri in their development programs. Its main idea,
the integration of the library and its resources into established educational agencies, has had an
important effect on recent library legislation in neighborhood states.

Several library authorities in other states are in close contact with the officials of the
Huntsville Library, following each new development with interest. It is a recognized fact that
the local program is serving as a guinea pig in an experiment which may revolutionize all
library growth in postwar years.

Despite the widespread professional attention to developments in Huntsville, few
people here are aware of it as an outstanding institution flourishing within their reach.

Only a small minority in the city, Mr. Moses says, are taking advantage of library
resources comparable to those found in some of the best cities of the nation. Though operations
are now under the handicap of a small and inadequate budget (for the purchase of books there
is only $350 a year, plus fines, rentals, and gifts), the director expects better provision as local
interest increases.

In the future, he point out, the city may well be proud of having sponsored what may
become commonly known as the ‘Huntsville plan' for library services."2

"LIBRARY SERVICE IN MADISON COUNTY

During the operational year 1943-1944 the Huntsville Public Library has given service to
twenty-one communities and schools in the county outside the Huntsville area. In the city of
Huntsville the Library has maintained service on a high level through the adult and Children's
Departments and the Winston Street Branch (Negro). The units of the library located in the city
cooperate closely with the work carried on in the county.

In the following rural schools in Madison County approximately 3,600 children have
access to books from the extension service of the Library. During 1943-1944 these children have
read 51,325 books, or on the average of 14 selected books per pupil. The schools served:

Big Cove Murphy Hill
Elkwood New Hope

Farley New Sharon
Harvest Owens Crossroads
Hurricane Plevna

Madison Pulaski Pike
Meridianville Riverton
Monrovia Walnut Grove
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In five communities of the county the Library maintains book deposits making books
available to rural readers. During the year several community libraries principally those located
at New Hope and Madison were moved to the High School where greater use could be made of
the books. The Library at Gurley through the activity of Mrs. A. F. Reams and members of the
Study Club has rendered an outstanding service to the community. The rural communities
served are:

Gurley Toney
Big Cove Skinnem
Meridianville

The Winston Street Branch, located in the Winston Street School has served the colored
population of the county through the rural colored schools.

During the year 1943-1944 a total of 93,066 books have been read in Madison County. Of
this number 70,454 have been read by children, under the supervision of teachers and
librarians."%

"LIBRARY SERVICE IN JACKSON COUNTY

In the year 1943-1944 from April 1 to March 31 the Regional Librarv Service has served
seventeen rural schools throughout the county. This is an increase of seven schools over the
number given service in 1942-43. In addition to this number receiving service directly from the
bookmobile the Library Station at Rocky Springs served the school in that community.

During the year reported 2,998 children in the seventeen rural schools have read 38,919
selected books outside of school textbooks, or approximately 13 volumes each. The following
schools have been given library service:

Davistown Pleasant View
Dutton Princeton
Flat Rock Rosalie
Langston Section
Larkinsville Skyline Farms
Limrock Trenton
Macedonia Tupelo

Mt. Carmel Woodville
Pisgah

The Regional Library Service operates seven community library stations in Jackson
County through cooperation with local governmental bodies and citizens. Of these the libraries
of Bridgeport and Scottsboro are supported by the city councils, and are constituted a part of
the cities' municipal activities, the other libraries are maintained through the active interest of
public minded citizens who cooperate with the officials of the Regional Library Service. The
community libraries in Jackson County are located at:

Scottsboro Stevenson
Bridgeport Concord
Rocky Springs Rosalie
Mt. Carmel

In the community stations which serve both adult and juvenile readers 26,013 books
were read in the past year. Of this number 14,895 were read by adults and 11,118 were read by
children.

Throughout Jackson County a total of 64,932 books were supplied and read through the
work of the Regional Library Service. Of this number 50,037 were read by the children of the
county who are the citizens of tomorrow."2%
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September 12, 1944 - The board approved the purchase of a 50-volume set of the Yale
Chronicles of America at the price of $55.25.

One of the old materials in the archives of the library was a document signed by
President Zachary Taylor, the 12th President of the United States, which gave citizenship to
Lit_ho_e, a member of the Creek Tribe, as part of a treaty, June 13,1850, between the Creeks and
the United States.2/

November 14, 1944 - The library received $71.75 from the Lowndes' Bequest.
Apparently the library was a periodic beneficiary of money from the Lowndes' Bequest.

February 13, 1945 - The board requested an increase of $300 per month from the city
council. The council countered with $56.66 per month, to allow for staff salary increases. The
library board refused to accept the proposal.

March 13, 1945 - The library hired two clerks at $35 per month, another at $65 per
month on a basis of 30 hours and a fourth clerk at $0.35 per hour to allow for $30 per month.
One of the new hires quit a month later. The salary of Mrs. Beamguard - Professional was
raised from $1,800 to $2,000 per year. The salary adjustment was discontinued. The salary of
Miss Frances T. Jones -Sub-professional, as children's librarian was increased from $50 to $70
per month in view of her years of faithful service and approaching retirement age.

May 15,1945 - The board voted to bind the files of The Huntsville Times.

June 12, 1945 - The director, Horace Moses submitted his resignation, effective July 21,
1945. [This author will miss Horace Moses' clear handwriting.] He moved to Mobile as head
librarian in the Mobile Public Library. During his tenure of five years, the city-county
appropriation increased from $5,000 to $12,000. The total book stock rose from 20,507 to 27,436.
By 1954 Horace Moses had moved again and was director of the Topeka, Kansas Public Library.
He gave an oral presentation to the American Library Association Buildings Committee in June
1954 about the planning for the new Topeka library building.28

June 27,1945 - Mrs. Beamguard was elected as "Acting Director" at an annual salary of
$2,400 per year. She was a trained librarian and was educated at the University of Tennessee,
University of Chattanooga and Emory University.

Mrs. Beamguard announced plans to improve the collection and organization of
historical material. A filing cabinet was recently purchased, which was made possible by the
donation of $50 from an unidentified patron. The new filing cabinet will allow the materials to
be locked up. Many of the old rare volumes were kept on shelves in the director's office in the
basement. Mrs. Bessie Russell was assigned the task of arranging and cataloguing the material
on hand. As soon as space permits, a room will be set up for the historical collection. The
material came from many sources: loans, people cleaning out their attics and cluttered rooms,
and garbage cans.

January 15, 1946 - The Board finally selected Mrs. Beamguard as permanent director,
after considering one other application. Mrs. Beamguard's handwriting, as secretary, was not
much to brag about from the perspective of this author.

Do you remember Mr. A.B. Adams, who opened his Rocky Springs' home as a book stop
in the 1930s and was quoted at length earlier in this chapter? In 1946 he was still around and
interested in books. On March 7, 1946 Elizabeth Parks Beamguard, the new director, wrote
Adams a letter that she had more visits in Jackson County and wanted his address so she could
find and talk to him. "Tell me how | can reach you, and the state of the roads." Earlier he lived
three miles west of Bridgeport, but now his address was Route #1, South Pittsburg, Tennessee.
The letter implies that he might donate a collection of his books, but perhaps there was less
there than | imagined.®
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The Huntsville Library received a letter from the Tupelo, Alabama, School, dated March 8,
1946. Tupelo was about 6 miles north of downtown Scottsboro, as the crow flies, and probably at
least 7 miles by road. A map inspection of the 2004 road network in the area of Tupelo almost
gualifies it as, "You can't get there from here," so try to imagine it in the mid-1940s.

"The roads are all right to our school now and if you can arrange to get us some books
we would appreciate it. If our school is too much off your route for you to come to it, would it
be possible to leave the books at Scottsboro for us? Anyway that you suggest we will be glad to
cooperate if at all possible.

We have missed the visits of the Library this year, but are looking forward to some more
good books to read in the near future."3

March was apparently a good month to write letters to the Huntsville Library. It
received one from lda E. Maxwell, from Estillfork, dated March 30, 1946. We met Ida Maxwell
in the last chapter when she was a teacher in Scottsboro who went to her mountain home on
weekends. Apparently Estillfork was her home, which is 19 miles west of Scottsboro on a
straight line. Mrs. Maxwell wrote:

"I wish | could visit Huntsville and meet you, but | do not seem to be able to get away
from here except Saturday and presume you are not in then. After | close school, perhaps | will
able to come your way.

This is a peculiar spot on the globe. The school building is on the east side of Estill Creek
and the children on the west side, and there has been nothing but a foot-log on which to cross
the stream. You can guess how often there days of "no school." If it rains in Tennessee the foot-
log is covered over. An overnight rain, if it's a hard one, and the waters are everywhere, and
sometimes a whole week is lost. So my lot is a vexing one. However, one pier has been built,
presume before many moons there will be a bridge there here. Enough complaining, however.

Now, my school will not close before or about June 1, or May 24th but we will return
the books at any date you state your truck will be in Princeton. [A town six miles down the
Paint Rock River] If you can drop me a line, | will send the books to Princeton by bus so they
will not lay over there a long spell before being taken up by you.

The children have done much recreational reading in your books. | have them read ?—?
Readers in the A.M. and your books P.M. Of course, the older children take your books home
and the family reads them. The adults have not read so much this time because springtime and
gardening which takes up their time.

But my First, Second and Third Grades have thoroughly enjoyed your books of their
level of reading. And the books of today are so colorful and every day factual. Children's
experiences, animal life, flowers and fruits.

Well, the more | read the more | love books and I sincerely wish everyone could learn to
love reading. It is very disappointing to find people who just can not find time for reading - |
am an old person but have read much of my life. | find there is still so much to read and
learn."3

Even in 2004 it was difficult to go from Stevenson to Estillfork, so it's hard to imagine
what it was like in the 1940s. Estillfork was two mountains northwest of Tupelo, about 5.5 miles
south of the Tennessee border and up the Estill Fork of the Paint Rock River. If you want to go
Estillfork, there are two basic options: 1. Take great desire and a detailed map; 2. Go as far as
you can, then go even farther. But the Estillfork school was not in Estillfork, but about two miles
farther north to Gray's Chapel Church, which was at the intersection of County Roads 175 and
140. At that intersection go east on CR 140 for 100 yards and you will prepare to cross Burke
Creek. I've used the term prepare, because there will be some reluctance when you see the
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creek. The crossing was a rough mass of concrete, concealing three one-foot diameter pipes
carrying water under the crossing. If there is much rain, you may have to drive through a little,
or a lot, of water. In that area, when they say the creek is rising, take it seriously. Mrs. Alice Sisk,
who in 2004 lived a little up the hill on the east side above the crossing about 200 yards south of
the former school site, pointed out that the cable, concrete abutment (mentioned by Ida Maxwell
in letter above) and two vertical I-beams still remain from a swinging bridge for pedestrians.
The swinging bridge was the successor to the foot-log mentioned in the letter above.

If for some reason you decide to take a country drive and want to visit Gray's Chapel
and the creek crossing, take Alabama Route 65 north through Princeton to Swaim, where it
intersects with Alabama Route 146. A slight jog to the right and you will catch (I hope) County
Road 9, go north about six miles and you will come up a rise and see on your right, Prince's
General Merchandise, Est 1943, "If we ain't got it, You don't need it!" The door is always open
at the store because the store is closed. Perhaps you will go there on a morning, as I did, because
the local men play cards in the old store. | stopped in and said, "Excuse me for interrupting
your card game. Did any of you go to Ida Maxwell's school?" One fellow replied, "He and |
did." and played a card. He said, "I walked three and a half miles down from Dotson Cove,
Franklin County, Tennessee to go to school," and played another card. No one else added
anything. | thanked them and drove off, feeling good that | had not interrupted their card game.
Very shortly after you pass Prince's, there will be a fork in the road. As the baseball player Yogi
Berra said, "When you come to a fork in the road, take it." In this case, take the left fork, as the
right fork goes down hill and crosses the creek at Freedom Baptist Church.

March 11,1946 - The overdue book problem was hoped to be solved by furnishing a list
of books six weeks overdue to the policemen who would pick up the books as they cruised
about the city. The newspaper would have a story about the new approach.

People have also been giving books about genealogy as interest in the subject increases.
Charles Leonard Nordyke gave Old Homesteads and Historic Buildings, Genealogy and Family Lore.
Mrs. Thomas Hardie Seay gave Francis Epps, Her Ancestors and Descendants, by Eva Turner
Clark. There were also many old Huntsville newspapers that were saved over the years. Other
representative materials included three volumes of poetry by Miss Howard Weeden, a poem by
Virginia Clay, and Messages and Papers oftlie Confederacy, complied by James D. Richardson.3

The library board minutes during the period mid-1946 to mid-1950 were not available in
the Huntsville Public Library archives.

In 1946 the library had approximately 30,000 volumes, and the circulation was 168,836
items. There were 15,085 registered cardholders. In 1946 the library was open Monday through
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mrs. Beamguard, in charge of the adult and regional departments,
was assisted by Mrs. W.E. Haney and Mrs. C.E. Russell. Miss Frances T. Jones was in charge of
the children's department, which was open only from 1:00 to 6:00, Monday through Friday, and
9:00 to 6:00 on Saturday. There was a story hour on Saturday afternoon and a vacation-reading
club in the summer.34

The American Library Association (ALA) adopted a Library Bill of Rights in 1939. It was
strengthened in 1941 and a broader version was adopted on June 16, 1948. It was amended on
February 2,1961 and January 23,1980. The Bill of Rights was reaffirmed by the ALA Council on
January 23,1996, which is quoted below.

"Library Bill of Rights

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for
information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services.
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I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information,
and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should
not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to
their creation.

Il. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on

current and historical issues. Material should not be proscribed or removed because of

partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

I1l. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to

provide information and enlightenment.

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting

abridgement of free expression and free access to ideas.

V. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin,

age, background, or views.

V1. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they

serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs

or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use."%

Carl H. Milam, the librarian of Birmingham Library from 1913 to 1919, was elected
executive secretary of the American Library Association from 1920 until 1948 and dominated
the association as no other had done before or since. He was an effective spokesman for the
organization and supported many library causes and laid the foundation for future ALA
activities. Milam was instrumental in the ALA's involvement with the Tennessee Valley
Authority and, therefore, indirectly influenced Huntsville's participation with the TVA.3%

The folks in Jackson County continued to have trouble supporting libraries. On
September 23, 1947, the regional and Huntsville library director, Elizabeth Parks Beamguard,
sent a letter to the five Jackson County commissioners, chaired by Judge J.W. Stuart.

"As there had been no word from your Court concerning your appropriation for the
incoming year, the Chairman of the Library Board, Mrs. Claude H. Davis, called yesterday
during our Board meeting with the City Council.

We asked for an increase because we felt that increased cost of service and book
purchase justified it; we stated adequate service could not be given to your county for less than
last year's appropriation. To say that | am disappointed is to give a grave understatement; | am
shocked that you should feel you could afford to cut the appropriation.

Your people need roads - | am the first to speak for that. Your people need schools, new
buildings, and increased salary schedules. You, above others, should know, no people live by
bread alone - and need for the education of our people to think straight, to live beyond petty
personalities and local political squabbles, ranks high in the entire South, and gravely so in
Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia. Progress has been made, but not enough to make it stable,
and it is with deep personal pride that | feel that | had a minute part in it. To retreat is
unthinkable, and while it is impossible to give the service that | could take pride in, I shall make
every effort to keep this part of our educational program as near the standard as possible.

It will be with sincere regret that | shall be forced to tell each of the schools on our next
trip that we will not have the quality of books that they had been expecting, and that our service
has been curtailed rather than expanded.

| appreciate the demands upon your court. | only hope that the next few years will not
be as rocky as the past few have been, and that with your present Judge and your four men
standing squarely together, will bring Jackson County to a firm and steady financial basis. You
represent excellent communities and carry heavy responsibilities - | feel sure that as soon as
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you have steadied your resources, you will watch carefully for the best interests of your people.
It has been a pleasure to work with your people. They are so appreciative and so eager that any
undue effort is a reward within itself.

In spite of this disappointment and crippling handicap, you will have my utmost co-
operation for this next year."37

Dear loyal readers, Eliza Hackworth was still at the Scottsboro library when she wrote
the following letter to the regional director, now Elizabeth Parks Beamguard:

"Library_near closing time, January 5,1948

Dear Eliza beth Beamguard"

(The typewriter don't write well for me, either.)

Since you didn't come, today, after re-reading your letter, did you want me to write you
that it was alright to come to-day? | didn't get the letter until Saturday afternoon, so I didn't
have time to write and | just took it for granted that you would come so | got ready for
you...Then the other paragraph about the way Jackson County has acted. | didn't know
anything about that and | don't know about the situation. | mean the reason and all, for you
have never discussed that with me and Mattie Lou and | have both been so busy that she hasn't
mentioned it to me either. But is there is any possible way for us to help in talking to the
Commissioners or helping them to get 'Library minded' _ maybe that's one thing that they
don't realize just how grand it is for us and how much a lot of us appreciate it...."8This was the
last communication from Eliza Hackworth to the regional library directors that will be cited, as
she was then on her third director.

Eliza was a determined librarian. Just read her letter of April 26,1949:

"Miss Ophelia Little, Astoria, Oregon [at Columbia R. & Pacific Ocean]

Dear Miss Little,

You have failed to return to the Library two books which you checked out, The Home
Book of Verse by B.E. Stevenson volume 1 and Tony's Scrap book by Wons. These were due
March 8,1949 which is seven weeks to-day or thirty-five days and at two cents a day this makes
a total of one-dollar and forty cents for both books.

We are a part of the Regional Library Service of Madison and Jackson Counties. So the
Regional Director and the Board of Revenue are backing me in giving you this choice of either
returning the books at once (and if you do this we will not charge you and further overdue than
today) with the overdues or paying with money order the full amount of the cost of both books
which will be: six-dollars and ten cents for the volume of Poetry and One-seventy-five for
Tony's Scrap Book, making the total seven-eighty-five.

I am very much disappointed in you that you would neglect a trust in this manner _ |
have been by your boarding house and you did not leave them there _. However, we are giving
you this chance now to redeem your reputation with us by returning the books immediately."®

There was no information on how the matter was resolved. You have to admire Eliza
Hackworth for her persistence in all matters. Eliza resigned from the library in 1951. She
worked as a features writer for the Scottsboro newspaper, did book reviews once a week and
was active in book clubs and music clubs. Eliza told her cousin, Nellie, "I'm not like these
people out there." She played the piano for the nursing home entertainment. She died on
December 30,1999 at the Jackson County Nursing Home at age 95.

April 10, 1948 - The board voted to contribute $40 to the American Library Association
for its library fund.

The annual meeting of the Alabama Library Association (ALA) [notice we have 2 ALAs,
but later in the century the Alabama version changed to ALLA] met in Huntsville in the spring
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of 1949. Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, president of the ALA, stated there were plans to establish
scholarships for students wishing to study library science. Both the University of Alabama and
Auburn offer minors in library study, but students wishing a major must go out of state. Mrs.
Schenk pointed out that job openings in library work now far outnumber the number of
applicants for such jobs. That statement was both good news and bad news. The number and
size of libraries was on the increase, but the system was not producing enough qualified people
to do the work.

On November 16, 1949, Elizabeth Parks Beamguard, the director of the Huntsville
library and regional library service, wrote a letter, but without an addressee. The letter appears
to be to the members of the board of education in Jackson County, and perhaps others. She tells
them the facts of life regarding the bookmobile services.

"We had asked the Jackson County Commissioners to make their appropriation to the
Regional Library Service for the usual $100.00 per month with an increase of $25.00 per month,
and to meet Madison County in the buying of a new bookmobile. | feel that you, and the
persons who understand the program should know what is facing the library program. It is
understood by me, that at the present the County Commissioners plan to discontinue the
program entirely.

I feel they do not know what a library program means to a county, and particularly
where there is no county program of its own, nor library program in the school system. We
have had the Madison County Department of Education to find out from the state just what
credit is given to the schools with library service, but we do know that schools without service
lose prestige, and professional rating. The loss to the children and the teachers is something that
you folks would thoroughly understand, and could tell them better than | could.

We are sorry there has been no more personal contact, but were the facts and figures
studied, we have gone beyond the call of duty for a long time. The program, of course could be
dropped, and a county librarian employed, and in such case a county collection. This is an
expense that the commissioners may not be aware of. A trained librarian, would expect
$2,000.00 minimum, and then more, is my experience, for | have been trying to find one we
could afford. A collection of books to serve a county runs about $5,000.00 for the initial
collection, and there is the cost of binding, replacement, supplies, transportation, etc.

As you know, the book truck has been in a bad condition ever since | have been in the
state, and it certainly has not improved with age, It has been operated at the expense of the City
of Huntsville, and Madison County, been kept in condition at the City garage. We have long
operated at a loss in Jackson County and only the interested and the need of the schools have
kept us going. The increase in the school's appropriation helped defray the cost of books, but
your departments $110.00 just can't keep the whole program going, nor is that your job alone. It
is a county library, and the county needs to bear its share.

I have been told by authoritative sources that the county can afford to support the
program, but evidently they do not realize what the program is, for they are planning to drop it.

If you folks want the service continued, you will have to see the commissioners on the
idea. To them, | am an outsider. But as you know, it is your county program, | merely deliver
the materials. Tell them, if you want it, tell them what it means to the schools and to the
community."

I am sure they just do not understand. Will you let me hear from you, also?
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Parks Beamguard, Director"4
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How to Use the Dewey Decimal System

The Dewey Decimal System organizes information into 10 broad areas, which are
broken into smaller and smaller topics. Different topics are assigned numbers, known as "call
numbers." For example, "Animals" are given the number 599. To see what books the library
currently has in on animals, go to the non-fiction shelves and find the books that have a 599 as
part of their call number. A list of some of the information you can find in the different Dewey
Decimal areas, appears below.

You can learn more about the Dewey Decimal System and how it works in the book The Dewey
Decimal System by Allan Fowler. The call number for this book is: J 025.431 Fo.

Dewey Decimal System

*000 General Knowledge

Almanacs, Encyclopedias, Libraries, Museums, Newspapers —

*100 Psychology and Philosophy

Death & Dying, Ethics, Feelings, Logic, Making Friends, Optical Illusions, Superstitions-
*200 Religions and Mythology

Amish, Bible Stories, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Quakers, Shakers ...

*300 Social Sciences and Folklore

Careers, Customs, Environment, Families, Government, Manners, Money, Recycling ...
*400 Languages and Grammar

Chinese, English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Sign Language, Spanish ...

*500 Math and Science

Animals, Biology, Chemistry, Dinosaurs, Fish, Geology, Insects, Physics, Planets, Plants
*604 Medicine and Technology

Computers, Engineering, Farming, Health, Human Body, Manufacturing, Nutrition...
*700 Arts and Recreation

Architecture, Crafts, Drawing, Games, Jokes, Music, Puppets, Songbooks, Sports

*800 Literature

Children's Literature, Plays, Poetry, Shakespeare, Writing ...

*900 Geography and History

Biographies, Countries, Native Americans, States, Travel, Wars ...

The last decade provided the basic building blocks for an even greater library system in
the future. Three professionally trained librarians made their mark in Huntsville, with both
operational discipline and outreach services. The Carnegie Library did not physically expand,
but the philosophy of greater service to the community was infused into the spirit of the
personnel. The stage was set for the surprises of the next decade.
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Chapter 5

Space Comes to Huntsville

"Thou must have full knowledge ofwhat is given to thy charge. Thefirst duty ofa librarian
is to strive, in his time, asfar as possible, to increase the library committed to him.
Let him beware that the library does not dimmish, that the books in his charge do not
in any way get lost or perish. Let him repair by binding books that are damaged by age.
Let him know the names of the authors."

Unknown Medieval English librarian
A Histonj of Libraries in the Western World
Elmer D. Johnson

The military activities at Redstone Arsenal during World War Il gave no indication of
the future of the military in Huntsville, and how it would transform the city and county in the
years ahead. There was absolutely no truth to the rumor that in the mid-1950's the president of
the Huntsville Chamber of Commerce said, "Thank God for the military-industrial complex."

The Huntsville Public Library circulated some 3,000 more books than Chattanooga
during the year ending June 30, 1950, Mrs. Elizabeth Beamguard, head librarian, announced.
The Huntsville total was 265,108 books. The total included the county branch service, the Negro
branch, and the main circulation desk. The Dulcina DeBerry Negro branch issued 3,593 adult
and 1,877 children's books. The county library service, which included Madison and Jackson
counties, brought 186,325 volumes to 38 schools and 4 book stations. This total also included
circulation branches in Stevenson and Bridgeport.1

"Library service in Jackson County has weathered six fires, five close-outs, poverty and
rejection, but a new Bookmobile, new books and a stabilized schedule, shows what the interest
of children and citizens is capable of doing. The new Bookmobile, which was made possible bv
an appropriation from Jackson and Madison Counties, is a reality.

Since November, 46,000 miles has been covered by the Bookmobile and 10,000 books
passed through the hands of the Bookmobile Librarian and the school children of the two
counties.

One only has to see the enthusiasm and eagerness in such communities as Flat Rock,
Mount Olive, Princeton, Macedonia, Dutton and Trenton, to know what the books mean to
them.

In January (1951), approximately 7,000 books were distributed in the two counties. Of
this number, approximately 1,876 were non-fiction and 5,624 were fiction. This record is
incomplete as no report has been received from three schools. The handicaps throughout
Jackson County are typified by the incidents that occurred in Stevenson. Five different times the
community started up a library in local quarters and five times the quarters had to be taken
back by the owners for personal business. Finally it was housed in the City Hall through the
courtesy of the City Fathers, so that 500 books were available for the people throughout the
rural section, only to have a fire in November, only to have the library closed again. Hardly had
plans been made for the bookmobile to be on hand when quarters were repaired for the library.
The fact that through six movings and two fires, only 23 books were unaccounted for is most
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remarkable. In Bridgeport, the library burned twice. The people of the town housed the library
in the basements of churches and finally found a place for it in the City Hall.

Because of this interest, the appropriation for library service was increased so that for
this year the Jackson County Court of Revenue and the Department of Education set aside
$1800.00 each, which together with the appropriation of $6,000.00 from Madison County,
provided for the reorganization of library service. Now library service has been set up this year
in an organized business manner, whereby fifty-six stops in the two counties are visited
approximately every four weeks."2

The amount of historical material in the library was steadily increasing, and therefore,
the collection drew more interest from the patrons. Miss Lucille Griffith, assistant professor of
history at Alabama College in Montevallo, visited the archives to gather material for her book,
Yours to Death, the Civil War Letters of joint W. Cotton. Dr. Everett Dick, head of the history
department at Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska, spent several hours looking through the
material. He was the author of six books on Southern frontier life. Two of his books mentioned
Huntsville, The Sod House Frontier and The Dixie Frontier. The name of the donor cited in 1945
who gave $50 was identified as John Fuller Trump of Springfield, Ohio. He also donated two
copies of Cincinnati newspapers from 1861 and 1865.3

In June 1951, the Dulcina DeBerry Negro Library Branch moved to 224 Church Street,
where it shared a building with the Church Street Community Center. The library was on the
second floor.4

"The following bookmobile schedule [Madison County] is announced, with the time of
arrival at each station given. People are urged to meet the bookmobile to make personal
selections if they desire. TELL YOUR NEIGHBOR

A special book needed by an individual, or a school, may be requested by phone, or by
post card. The book will be brought on the next trip, or mailed out from the office. PLEASE
TELL YOUR NEIGHBOR. Address: Box 275, Phone: 477.

The following is the Bookmobile schedule for 1951-1952: [Times and days not shown.]
ROUTE STOPS

No.l Redstone Park No. 6 Farley School
New Hope Station New Hope School
Cave Springs Station Owens Crossroads School
Big Cove Station Big Cove School

No. 2 Meridianville Station No. 7 Monrovia School
Hazel Green Station Harvest School
Skinnum Station Madison School

No. 3 Maysville Station No. 8 Riverton School
Harvest Station New Market School
New Market Station Plevna School

No. 4 Madison Cross Roads Station No. 9 Central School
Harvest Station Gurley School
Madison Station No. 10 Meridanville School

No. 5 Pulaski Pike Station Hazel Green School
Madison Crossroads School Walnut Grove School

New Sharon School"5

The library's newsletter in late 1951 reported that the German rocket scientists and
engineers, recently arrived from Fort Bliss, Texas, have been cultivated by the library through
personal contacts, reading lists, and staff efforts. "We felt if we made good happy citizens of
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them we had won many points in being good citizens. Reading lists were based on local
interests, and national holidays, food, thought, ideals. The response in use has been
tremendous. Our work load in the adult department has almost doubled. The night load has
doubled. As many as 38 men sit at night to read, or come in to browse, or 'just visit'. This is their
headquarters. On rainy Saturday mornings by actual count 34 men came before noon to get
books, to read, or reference. This is quite a load for so small a community, and so small a
library. This does not include women and children."6 The above situation should have warmed
the hearts of the librarians, a full library! Based on the dominance of the German male, it is very
possible that he would act as the "family reader" and sign out books to be read by his wife and
children, rather than them coming in to make their own selection. This custom was practiced in
Germany.7

The newsletter writer probably did not realize that most of the German men were
university-trained engineers. They were men who understood the value of education. They
later organized a symphony in Huntsville, because that was part of their culture, despite
Americans' opinions of Germans during World War Il. They organized a Lutheran Church,
since that was the major religion in Germany but Huntsville did not have one. The German
group, with their dependents, moved from El Paso, Texas to Huntsville between April and
November 1950. Huntsville's population in 1950 was 16,437, but began to expand as the rocket
program at Redstone Arsenal brought 500 military, 120 government civilians, and several
hundred employees of General Electric, the prime contractor for the Army. The Germans joined
organizations and put their children in local schools. They also hiked through the woods,
because that was (and still is) a national custom in Germany. It is difficult to imagine ordinary
Huntsvillians hiking through the woods on Sundays in 1950.8

The arrival of the Germans and the expanded federal government presence was an
economical and social turning point for Huntsville and Madison County. The provincial society
of the old conservative South was about to change in Huntsville. . The power of a few Alabama
politicians to thrive by keeping the poor whites and Negroes from gaining an education and
improving their economic conditions was about to change in Huntsville. The people who
looked back to the Civil War, and why they lost it, as the focus of their lives were now faced
with a rapidly changing world. The Germans and the federal government were now talking
about going into space, a ridiculous idea to most Americans and totally foreign to Alabamians.
Now the foreigners were in the community. The number of jobs was increasing and many of
them paid well. Huntsville was about to separate itself economically and culturally from the
rest of Alabama.

The population of Madison County increased from 66,317 in 1940 to 72,903 in 1950 as
most of the workers at Redstone Arsenal were local folks. That will not be true in the 1950s as
cited above, as the stage was set for the future by the Gl Bill discussed in the previous chapter.

Some statistics relating to the Huntsville library, circa 1950, but note that the census cited was
for 1940 (the last available before the 1950 census), are shown below.

"Per Annum, income of the H.P.L. $1,500.00
City of Huntsville (Salaries) 500.00
City of Huntsville (Maintenance) 500.00
Madison Co. Bd. of Commissioners (Books)  350.00
Fines and rentals 300.00
Gifts (Individual and groups) 2,900.00

Population of Huntsville and Environs
1940 Census figures
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City of Huntsville 13,171

Mill villages (Total) 11,304

Greater Huntsville 24,515

Book Stock of the Huntsville Public Library (Estimate)
Adult department

Fiction 4,378

Non-fiction 2,600

6,978
Children's Department 1,000
Total 7,978

Registered Borrowers (Including children.)
City of Huntsville 4,320

Mill villages 3,004

Total 7,324

PERCENTAGES

Expenditure per capita Circulation per capita 1940

City of Huntsville 22¢  City of Huntsville 14

Greater Huntsville 114 Mill Villages 9
Greater Huntsville 1.1

Books owned per capita Circulation per Reg. borrower

City of Huntsville .06 City of Huntsville 4.3

Greater Huntsville .03 Mill Villages 31

Greater Huntsville 3.8
Registration
City of Huntsville 3.1%
Mill villages 3.9%
Total 3.3%™9

"The loan of books from the Negro library to schools and communities has been set up.
Good fellowship as well as other library values, has been created by this effort. Excellent
attitudes and 'working together' feeling has come by this. Books can be mailed out from the
DeBerry branch or called for by the schools needing classroom collections. A countv-city
integration of a reading program, book week and education week, is conducted by all white and
Negro schools."10

September 5, 1950 - The library board issued the following statement regarding the
Jackson County contract:

"The Library will make no further contacts for appropriation inasmuch as all that can be
done has been done, and now it is the Court of Revenue that is to make the report. Only
satisfactory amount of money, for instance, $300 per month from the entire county would make
it satisfactory to continue relationships. The library office is not to contact the court of revenue.

The Board further suggested to the director that they stood on record as feeling all
responsibility of continuing contacts rests with said county. If no word was heard, contact
would be made to pick up books, having been worked out on some given basis of 25 60 3/5(?)"

The brouhaha between Madison County and Jackson County about library services and
the payment of those services continued. The State Board of Education encouraged Mrs.
Beamguard to help support the Jackson County attempts to receive better library service, both
from public libraries and school libraries. She believed she offended Judge Stuart of the Jackson
County Court of Revenue because she presented considerable evidence that the people of
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Jackson County wanted the services, but the Judge and the commissioners did not provide
adequate support, for which they were embarrassed. Mrs. Beamguard did not go to. further
meetings, so the disagreements did not become personal. There were further meetings, but no
evidence was found of the results. This short synopsis is from a full-page description from Ms.
Beamguard.ll

The director, Elizabeth Parks Beamguard, wrote a letter to Roy Stone, Chairman,
Madison County Board of Commissioners, on September 11,1950:

"In submitting our request for 1950-1951 appropriation for operation of library service in
Madison County we attach a copy of cost of operation, and a comparison of other counties and
their appropriation, [not discovered in archives] We feel you should expect more of us than
these counties expect of their library, for our county is so much ahead in every respect.

It has long been the habit of some institutions to ask for more than they expect to get,
but that seems an insult to the intelligence of the appropriating Board; we have submitted
actual cost. We show you that the cost is $4,126.00.

In the past years we have given what we consider skimpy service, and even at that the
existing staff had to work overtime, and have lost two good workers because of inadequate
salary. One cannot keep trained workers for $125 a month. The state has more requests for
trained librarians than they can fill. The least a graduate librarian will accept is $2,820.00. You
will see that we have asked for $4,000 to keep the program in action with adequate service to
the people all over our county.

Thank you for all the fine things you have helped us do in the past.

We want you commissioners to help us plan the service in your areas, we want you to
look over our reports. It is your contribution and service to your people."12

Bravo, Elizabeth.

Elizabeth Beamguard attended the Southeastern Library Association in Atlanta in the
fall of 1950. She wrote a memo to the Board describing her experiences:

< Hoyt Galvin sent each of you his love, and to tell you he has baby girl. He is happy,

and doing well. He remembered so many people and things, and so interested in
how you folks are. He and | were on the Public Library Program, he debating and |
the secretary.

< The librarian in any library has need of functioning as such, with clerks or untrained

workers doing clerical tasks. They must know the economic backbone of the
community in which they operate, and not how to file cards.

= A guest psychologist said that in the stress of living today it was much more

important to know the factors behind housing than to know how to read Latin.

= The following needs were underlined over and over:

< What is the living situation, the cost of overhead, the availability of housing and
the reasons for each, in your own community?

< What is the wage situation, what is the labor attitude? A country's security rests
in a far greater manner than we realize upon the nation's paycheck, for therein
lies health, mental peace, security, or the lack of these.

< What is the health of the community? Why? Mental and physical well-being
affect national security and international policy.

< What of the moral quality of the community? Physical morality would take care
of itself, if mental morality existed. Honesty of mind, spiritual quality of living.
These affect the various mediums of propaganda. Mental honesty overshadows
all the community welfare.13
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These factors were stressed as things of local importance, but actually underlying the
war shadows of the moment. The Korean War started 2 days short of 4 months before
Beamguard dated her memo. International affairs, of whatever nature, were in reality based
upon the community of all parts of the world. Librarians must realize and act upon the
knowledge that they are one of many cogs in a wholesome propaganda machine for mental and
physical health, kindly human relationships. Beamguard's conceptual and strategic thinking
allowed her to move to greater positions of responsibility, and Huntsville's loss.

There were 14 outlying stations in the Regional Library Service in the summer of 1951.
All of the stations in the two counties of Jackson and Madison were visited once in April and
May. Two of the stations were added in May. One was located in Vandiver's store in New
Market. The library was on the balcony and had more volumes than most of the stations located
in a grocery store. Approximately 75 volumes were left there. The other station opened was at
the Virginia McCormack Center in West Huntsville. Approximately 125 volumes were left
there.4

July 17, 1951 - The director of the University of Alabama, Huntsville Center, wishes to
say as a matter of record, were ever conditions such that it were possible, the Center wishes to
be considered as an applicant for space.

Below is a report from the Regional Library Service, Huntsville Public Library, in
Huntsville, to the Madison and Jackson county commissioners and boards of education:
"Report for the months of November and December, 1950 for the Regional Library Service in
the counties of Jackson and Madison.

The bookmobile was not ready for operation until November 20.

14 routes covering the 56 stops were set up.

7 routes are Jackson County and 7 are in Madison County.

45 schools are serviced.

11 stations are serviced. This includes Scottsboro Public, Stevenson Public and Bridgeport
Public.

3 of these stations were set up in the communities of Meridianville, Gurley and Hazel Green.
These stations were serviced in the old W.P.A. days. Service was discontinued because there
was no place to leave the books. Now, in each instance they are left in a prominent grocery store
of the community.

3 stations were reopened. They have been closed for a short period because of no place to put
the books. These books are also housed in grocery stores.

All of these schools and stations were visited once between Nov. 20 and Dec. 18. Christmas
holidays followed. There are four to five weeks between each visit.

On the first visit a complete inventory was taken at each stop. This was quite difficult because of
the loss of books due to fires in the past several years at the following places; Stevenson,
Bridgeport, Woodville, Toney, Elkwood.

Library Service for Negroes within the 2 counties: No direct book loan is offered from the bookmobile,
because of state law. [Author's italics] However, a separate library is maintained by the City of
Huntsville as a branch of the Huntsville Public Library. This is called the Dulcina DeBerry, and
occupies a building owned by the city. Through this Negro Library Branch, county library
service is offered to any and all schools. The teachers may and do borrow classroom collections.
A Negro library in Jackson County burned several years ago. It has not been replaced because
of lack of funds.

In November approximately 5000 books were distributed among the stops in the two counties.
In November a total of 6034 books were reported as being read. Of this number 2054 were read
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in Jackson County and 3980 in Madison County. In December a total of 5377 books were
reported as being read. Of this number 5203 were read in Jackson County and 3174 in Madison
County. These figures are incomplete because 12 reports failed to arrive at this office."15

Excerpts from the December 1951 regional library report to the Madison County
commissioners and board of education are below:

"...One of the lower grade teachers at Madison, Ala. Reported an almost unbelievable
number of 1286 books read. This is quite remarkable but authentic as the lower grades children
handle the books over and over during the month.

Number of books reported read:

County schools 12,780

County stations 977

Total 13,757

Where space is available in a store, filling station or home, books are used more because
access to the books is possible at the personal convenience of the individual. No space is
available yet in Maysville, Madison, Ala., or New Hope. Negroes in Madison have asked for
books. We plan to select a collection from the Negro Library and put them on the truck, thus
giving them books too; but books from their own collection. We want your approval of this. We
have found that they really want to read. The city set up a Negro library, so there would be no
confusion. Six individuals at Madison have asked about this. Experience has proven to us that
the best service occurs with a stationary collection. We hope to have such a collection in the
above mentioned communities when space is available...."16

January 8,1952 - The director, one member of the board, and the library chairman of the
city council met to discuss the inability of the library to carry its load under the present
appropriation, which was much the same as four years ago. The library would be forced to close
one day per week to get its work done. This was a wake-up call to the city.

May 13,1952 - The city approved and sent an additional $150 per month, and the library
replied that it would keep open six days per week until the end of the fiscal year. Interest was
shown for new stations at Union Grove, Monrovia, New Sharon and Owens Cross Roads, with
Negro service requested for consideration at Blutcher's Cove and Madison. It was reported that
Negro library service from the book truck was possible by shelving one section with a collection
from the DeBerry Library at Madison.

Some recent additions to the library's historical collection in 1952 are described. Three
papers ready by Mrs. Lilie Bibb Greet on "War Days in Huntsville - 1862 to 1865." Copied from
the originals, which are owned by Mrs. C.M. Stanley, Montgomery, who is Mrs. Greet's
daughter, the papers tell about General Sherman and Bishop Lay, first rector of the Church of
the Nativity; about Lilie Bibb's war experiences - the burning of the Limestone creek bridge and
her subsequent arrest and trial; and about the fidelity of the Negroes to the white people of the
South during the war. A reprint of a letter from Joseph Holt on the policies of the general
government, the pending revolution, its objects, its probable results if successful, and the duty
of Kentucky in the crisis. Included among the general historical and rare book items are two
volumes of Rural Life contributed by Mrs. Jean Hall. Published in London in the early 1800s,
these books contain more than 100 steel engraving prints, a complete system of "modern
veterinary practices," as well as "authentic information on modem farming, shooting and
angling." One other addition is noteworthy because it was published in London in 1928 and has
a long title and subtitle, which was prevalent in that era. The author was Israel Worsley and title
was a mouthful, A View of the American Indian - Their General Character, Customs, Religious Rites
and Traditions: Showing Them to he the Descendents of the Ten Tribes of Israel - The Language of
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Prophecy Concerning Them and the Course by Which They Traveled. Authors of the era wanted you
to know the complete story, before they told it. Such long titles have a certain cachet to them,
compared to the 3-4 word titles of today.17

The director wrote a memo to the library board members, which discussed the
interaction of the library board and the city's board of education to provide books and libraries
in schools. "It is so good that two Boards, so friendly, with mutual respect mav discuss our
policy. This is the result of splendid professional relations throughout the year. We have now
have a program that has grown from a state of apathy to the point where every school
community in the county is requesting a library of their own. This is a tremendous compliment
to our influence, and it is certainly a tribute to the Library Board that growth of this service, and
the execution of it has been left entirely to the Public Library...the Department of Education has
just left it to us. Of course this has only made us work harder...and the staff of the entire
Library has felt the professional and moral responsibility of doing everything possible to
serve."18

Libraries, and library buildings, are not just places to go to read or checkout books. They
are also community centers recognized for other purposes. For example, in September 1952, the
Carnegie Library was the location for a display of Bibles, which are not normally maintained in
a library. Two pages from a 1613 edition of the King James Version of the Bible were displayed.
The first edition was printed in 1611. The display was part of a community-wide observance
sponsored by the Huntsville Ministerial Association of the publishing of the Revised Standard
Version Bible.

The Bible is the most printed and published book in the world. It is also the most
retranslated and revised book in the world. There have been thousands of versions in the over
two thousand years of its existence. Each one claims to be the true meaning of the "Word." Each
translated language has its unigue meanings that are not always true translations. Each
translator puts his own linguistic skills into his version. When translated back into the earlier
language, new meanings and interpretations appear.

This display included a Norwegian Bible, a Norwegian New Testament for children,
German and French Bibles, two Jewish Bibles (1866 & 1917 versions), a Douai Version of the
Bible, an American Standard Version of 1901, a Revised Standard Version of the New
Testament of 1946, and The Bible Designhed To Be Read As Living Literature (1936).19

The library's local history collection continues to grow. Mrs. Elizabeth Parks
Beamguard, library director, described some of the holdings. The library obtained photostats of
some 30 letters from John W. Walker. Walker was president of the assembly that met in
Huntsville on July 5, 1819, to form the state's first constitution. He was later elected Alabama's
first U.S. senator.

Mrs. Bessie Russell, custodian of the historical collection, donated a copy of The Douglas
Register as a memorial to the late J.D. Humphrey. The Douglas Register was one of the most
important tools in tracing Southeastern genealogy during the period 1750 to 1797. It was rarely
found except in larger libraries.

The New Hope library station was re-established in August 1952, this time in Cooper's
Cafe. The library station was first established in 1947 but was changed to a bookmobile stop in
1950 when store space became unavailable due to the town's growth. This brings the total
number of stations in Madison County to 14. The bookmobile would leave books there every
first and third Monday. More than 100 books were normally left in New Hope.2

September 24, 1952 - Mrs. Beamguard, a member of the Executive Council of the
Alabama Library Association, said that the Alabama Library Association had requested to hold
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the annual meeting in Huntsville in the spring of 1953. Huntsville had not hosted the event in
about ten years.

September 30,1952 - Silver fish have invaded the Library again. When they were evicted
several years ago there was no sign until fall, now they even walk out at the loan desk.

The Huntsville Library received a letter, dated October 20, 1952, from George Parmly
Day, Director, Bureau of School and Community Service, University Extension Division,
Department of Education, Yale University. The letter's first two paragraphs are quoted:

"I am happy to tell you that the Yale University Press is forwarding to you on our
instructions as a gift which we trust you will welcome for your Library, copies of two of its
publications that will, we believe, be of interest to readers concerned with the fate of Europe
and of European civilization, since these books are, in the opinion of competent critics,
"invaluable for an understanding of the past and of the troubled present." For each may well be
described as "an authoritative analysis of the deeper causes and meanings of World War Il and
European development”: and for this reason should, we feel, be made available for use in
libraries throughout the United States.

It is our hope then that, as | have said, you will welcome our gift of a copy of the LAST
DAYS OF EUROPE, by Grigore Gafencu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania from 1938 to
1940, whose "picture of the road to catastrophe is vivid and convincing": and of a copy of
Professor Alfred Weber's FAREWELL TO EUROPEAN HISTORY - a title indicating his belief
that the old political system based on the free competition of large and small relatively loosely-
knit contiguous states which we have known is definitely gone, and his surmise that what is to
take its place may be some kind of a new World Syndicate based on two or three
overwhelmingly great states."2

Apparently this was a gift out of the blue, as the wording seems to indicate that many
libraries were receiving the same books. Weber's book was published by Yale University Press,
while the other book was published by Archon Books in Hamden, Connecticut, a suburb of
New Haven, the home of Yale. Neither one of the two books are still in the Huntsville Library.
The Salmon Library, University of Alabama in Huntsville has a copy of Gafencu's book, and
both are available on the Internet at www.abebooks.com. It is hard to imagine that many folks
in 1952 Huntsville read the books, but possibly some of the German scientists might have done
so, as they had first hand knowledge of some of the people in the book, such as Hitler, Goering,
Mussolini, Neville Chamberlain and Winston Churchill.

Weber's book provides an opportunity to reflect upon writings 56 years afterward to
check the outcomes of predictions of political scientists. "Weber was deprived of his Heidelberg
(Germany) professorship as soon as the Nazis came to power, and he returned to the university
in 1945 after the German defeat....Professor Weber sees history as an interplay of conquest, of
the appearance of one dominant power after another, and he now considers that period now at
an end....A new use of man's power is called for in a time when the separate nations have
played out their historical parts entirely, and fresh world concepts are now essential for man's
survival." (http://dogbert.abebooks.com) | think Weber would be disappointed his vision did
not come true.

October 28, 1952 - The Library received a gift of some 250 books from the McDonald
home and it is expected that out of this number there are pieces of real value to a collection of
old books.

Mrs. Beamguard attended another Executive Council Meeting of the Alabama Library
Association, and reported the group accepted with "enthusiastic alacrity” the opportunity to
hold their annual meeting in Huntsville in April, 1953. The Huntsville of 1953 was vastly
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different from the 1930's. Huntsville now had a large Federal installation and a contingent of
foreigners, called Germans, who were the leaders in the Army's missile and rocket programs.
We were internationally known, and those central and southern Alabamians were anxious to
see the big-time stuff going on in Huntsville. Hosting the convention was to put a jovful strain
on the library staff for the next few months to make everything go smoothly. Many of the
internal meeting activities were arranged by committees from the Alabama Library Association.

Elizabeth Parks Beamguard further reported to the Board in writing:

"The Southeastern Library Meeting which | discussed with you folks sometime ago, is
this weekend. When | asked to participate in the program, we noted it was included last fall in
our permissive trips - my part of the program is to discuss the Reference Service of this library'
in relation to our county and the schools. Mr. Camberon, head of the division, feels that the
relationship here of our office with other libraries has been an example of goodwill and would
like it brought out how the reference with the high school and University Center works....\We
seem to have things pretty well in order, so may | request that Miss Frances go? It may be her
last meeting as she is of course rather frail. She can stay with Miss Wheatcroft, so she will not
cost the library anything. The Children's Library is expected to be exceptionally good. She has
been so industrious and so faithful I'd like to see her get to do it. | have made out the schedule
as attached. You will note the schedule which will show she can go without upsetting anything.
(This week Mrs. Herrin is in the office, next week she is on the road everyday.)"2

"900 Kiddies Find 'Reading Is Fun," was the column heading of a story about National
Book Week activities at the library. Miss Frances T. Jones, children's librarian for more than 25
years, said, "we feel it was one of the most satisfactory Book Weeks we have ever had, because
the children not only had fun, but learned what books can offer in the way of serious
information. The large number of children reflected the growth of the library in this growing
town. We have always had big crowds before for Book Week, but never 900 before." Each day
had a different topic, leading into the over-all theme, "Reading is Fun." Monday featured art in
books to show information, and to design and make things. Tuesday was about Southern
folklore and local heroes in history. Wednesday was about recreation and featured fairy tale
dances. Thursday was puppet day by Mrs. Mathew Weber. Friday was music day, with
demonstrations of various musical instruments, stories of operas, and lives of famous
musicians. Saturday climaxed the activities with a filmstrip of old fairy tales and favorite
childhood stories shown by Mrs. Bessie Russell.Z3 How many readers of this history have ever
seen a filmstrip?

November 11, 1952 - There was an arrangement with Dr. Otis Gay in Triana to have a
collection of books left with his nurse, Dant, to help form a branch library. There was also a plan
to place a collection of books in the county health building, to be open on clinic days. The books
will be part of the Negro library collection.

The library board minutes in the early 1950's contain a disconcerting number that do not
have a date, wholly or the year. The following two paragraphs came from one such set of
minutes.

The Alabama State Public Library Service requested Mrs. Beamguard to fill a temporary
position in Montgomery for one year. This was to replace a woman who took military leave of
absence and the office needed an experienced librarian. Mrs. Beamguard would travel
throughout the state representing the Public Library Service. Her reputation in the cooperation
of the Library and the community was well known in Montgomery. They wanted to build up
public libraries in the state and create prestige with the legislature.
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Mrs.Beamguard requested a one-year leave of absence with the possibility of returning
in 12 months. A trained librarian with a degree in library science, Miss Dorothy Webb, would
be available until the school term started.2 The leave of absence was delayed for one year, in
1954.

In February 1953 the library received the following letter from the Union Pacific
Railroad:

"Please accept with our compliments this beautifully lithographed portrait of Abraham
Lincoln.

It was Abraham Lincoln who first realized that a rail link between the east coast and the
west coast was vitally necessary, and it was through his efforts that the necessary legislation
was finally passed in Congress so that the Union Pacific could be built.

Union Pacific today serves eleven western states, nearly all our western National Parks,
and Sun Valley, Idaho. If you or any of your friends are planning a trip into the Union Pacific
West, we would consider it a privilege to serve you."5 Looked like a promotional giveaway,
but possibly the old Carnegie Library had a spare wall. Well, probably not.

In April 1953 the Huntsville Library hosted the Alabama Library Association at the
Russel Erskine Hotel. The Friends of the Library hosted a luncheon, which featured a speech by
Charles G. Bolte, executive secretary of the American Book Publishers Council, New York.
Panel discussions were conducted covering a variety of subjects.%

Mrs. Grace Stevenson, executive secretary of the American Library Association and
principal speaker, told the 240 Alabama librarians at the state convention that, "Our democratic
society is predicated upon the ability of the people to govern themselves wisely, and in order to
do that they must be well informed." She further discussed the continuing problem that
librarians must continue toward increasing professionalism. They must have continuing self-
education in order to be more than just caretakers of books.27

The conventions featured speaker at the annual banquet was Miss Virginia Kirkus of
New York. Miss Kirkus was the founder and director of the Book Shop Service, which forecast
the success or failure of forthcoming books on publishers' advance lists not yet available to the
public. She and her associates screened approximately 4,000 books each year from 70 of the
most important publishers in the country. She personally reads and evaluates about 1,000.28
[Try that in your spare time.]

Miss Kirkus spoke about such "good" war stories as The Naked and the Dead and The
Caine Mutiny, which "are written with honesty and a good grasp of people at every level." She
also said there was a returning trend toward historical novels, because in times of stress, people
turn to diversionary reading rather than think about tough issues and "they feel a little more
virtuous about it if they are reading history." Does that apply to the readers of the 21st century?
She also asserted that it is not the job of the librarian to force books upon people. "You should
know the books yourselves and be able to decide which books will capture the imagination of
the people." Membership in the Alabama Library Association was at 340, with 51 of Alabama's
61 counties represented.®

The Redstone Park Library opened in Redstone Park on Thursday, July 23, 1953. The
library was started at the urging of citizens of the area. The Huntsville Housing Authority
provided a room in the community house. The library was staffed by volunteers only.

The bookmobile stop at Redstone Park was terminated in 1967. Why did the bookmobile
stop? Remember commentator Paul Harvey's radio items and his books, The Rest of the Story?
Now for the rest of the story. If this history book was not about the library, the title of this
vignette would be "The Rise and Fall of Redstone Park." But since this is about libraries, the title
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shall be "The Library Went to Redstone Park, but Redstone Park Moved Its Houses Away from
the Library."

Redstone Park was located at the northwest comer of the intersection of South Memorial
Parkway of Green Cove Road (Buxton Road on Redstone Arsenal). As you turn west on Green
Cove Road, stop immediately and imagine Redstone Park to your right front. Redstone Park
was a cluster of small wooden houses, which started about 50 yards from the Parkway. The
houses would have been where the Farley School now has a large grassy field with a running
track in the center. The community continued west along the right side of Green Cove where
the PALCO Manufacturing plant now exists. Drive to the entrance to PALCO and notice the
back of the PALCO building. That distance represents the approximate depth of Redstone Park
from Green Cove Road. Ninety yards west of the PALCO entrance is an old road, and culvert
over the drainage ditch, which goes nowhere today. Park on the culvert and you can see and
walk on an old road without much trouble. That road curves slightly to the right and intersects
the PALCO parking lot near the rear of the building. That road represents approximately one-
half of the length of Redstone Park from the Parkway. The rest of the community extended
approximately to the U.S. Army Engineer building to the west. In the back middle of the area
described is a tall tree, which is probably close to the north boundary of Redstone Park.

The War Housing Authority built Redstone Park in 1942-43 for rental to Redstone
Arsenal workers. Imagine 300 housing units crowded into the area described above, which was
approximately 65 acres. The workers traveled to their work locations on a special train
consisting of an engine and three railway cars. The ownership of the units were transferred to
Redstone Arsenal in 1956 and renovated for military use. The military later started to build
housing on the north part of the Arsenal, at the existing (2004) housing areas. The buildings at
Redstone Park gradually were used less. A storm in 1966 tore off shingles and damaged roofs.
Other maintenance costs rose significantly. The houses were sold to private companies and
hauled off to locations in Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi and Georgia. "Goodbye, Redstone
Park, we loved you dearly,"” the former occupants.3

September 8, 1953 - There were some activities to be cut to save money. About 6-8
periodicals will be eliminated. The staff curtailment would consist of the elimination for the
next six months, or longer, of a bookmobile driver and an assistant for circulation. Replacement
of two vacancies would be discussed at the end of the month. It is expected that the saving of
the $165 and $135 per month would amount to something of a backlog that would give security
to the library in the event of a curtailed appropriation.

November 17, 1953 - Mrs. Henry B. Chase resigned from the library board because of
her physical inability to get to the library and to attend meetings regularly. Some of the
meetings were held in her home. She served on the board from 1918 until November 1953, 35
years, which is the second longest tenure by a board member. She was elected an honorary life
member of the board. She had demonstrated a keen mind and objective viewpoint, her opinions
were of continuous value, and she contributed to wholesome community relationships.

Redstone Arsenal was making its presence known by paying more competitive salaries
than the library. Several employees left the library for better paying jobs.

During National Book Week in 1954, members of Girl Scout Troop 39 presented a play at
the Huntsville Public Library. The play was named, "Bookworms Don't Have to Bite." People
who read a lot and seem to always have their nose in a book are called, deservedly, bookworms.
Are there really such things as bookworms? Yes and no. Many books in the days long ago there
were cylindrical holes bored in books. Because the hole was round, the natural assumption was
that a round worm did the damage. There are several insects that qualify as bookworms, but the
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most common is the silverfish (Lepisma saccharina). The silverfish feeds on mould, so the worst
damage is done in moist conditions. A bookworm of early times was the deathwatch beetle that
laid its eggs near a source of food. The larvae would feed on the books and it could take up to
ten years before it turned into a beetle. They obviously enjoyed the books' contents.3l

August 5,1954 - The library board thoroughly discussed that if Mrs. Beamguard's term
of service to the state department be terminated at such time as to send her back to Madison
County, would the library be in a position to retain Miss Webb and Mrs. Beamguard. Several
members of the board pointed out that such a staff of two trained librarians had been the
original plan in bringing Mrs. Beamguard to Huntsville, and with the departure of the director
at that time, Mrs. Beamguard was moved up to replace that director, and she had never been
replaced. The time had come when perhaps such a staff was not only the aim, but an actuality
of this system. Having dropped two staff members last fiscal year at $150 each per month, and
having continued in growth of population, it might be well be the step of having an adequate
staff.

The financial details were aimed at, for in giving the staff members a $10 raise, it would
leave the budget pressed. Mrs. Amis pointed out, and the rest of the board agreed, that having
acquired a back-log purely for operation, she was certain that to continue holding back $300 per
month would be frowned upon by the appropriating bodies. It was now the time to throw into
active operation most of it, if not all of that $300, as the retrenchment could be continued too
long not only for the morale of the institution but for the support of the city and county. They
could say they supplied the funds, and full use was not made of them. The result was that if
Mrs. Beamguard came back earlier than Miss Webb had to return to school, the services of both
librarians will be retained, even if it means to go into the saving fund. In that way it will be
determined whether the board will do better to have two full-timed professionally trained
people, or go along with training clerical help.

Miss Dorothy Webb arrived in Huntsville Friday, September 17, 1954, just in time to be
taken to the meeting of the Union Grove Library in the Union Grove Church. Eight members of
the community, under the chairmanship of Rev. McQuiston, met with members of the staff of
the library, and held an instructional meeting on the care of the community library. The
community church wished to have: Rev. Elvie Stewart, Concord Presbyterian Church; Homer
Hall, Principal, Walnut Grove School; Mr. Ricketts, Plevha School; and Rev. McQuiston as the
library committee.

Monday morning, September 21, 1954, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Herrin, Miss Webb and Mrs.
Beamguard paid a courtesy visit to the county commissioners to introduce Miss Webb, to thank
them for their past support and assure them a definite and stable extension program the
ensuing months.

September 21,1954 - Miss Dorothy Webb was appointed to be the acting director during
Mrs. Beamguard's leave of absence. The library board suggested the librarian not accept loans
of personal material without the owner accepting the complete responsibility of the possible
loss of the material. The library has not storage space, and to prevent any hard feelings with the
public, it is better to have a gift or a temporary loan of something of value, that can be returned
at once, rather than linger in the building unclaimed.

The Library acquired ten new books in February 1955 through its "Memorial Books"
program, said Miss Dorothy Webb, acting director. Four of the books were in honor of Miss
Annie Merts, former assistant principal at Huntsville High School, who died recently. The
Huntsville city schools main office in 2004 is in the Annie Merts Center at 200 White Street. The
program was started in World War Il by the Acme Club, which donated a book for each
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serviceman killed in the war. Since then, the Acme Club had given about 202 books, and other
individuals and groups have given another 175.2 When a donor notifies the library of his
intention to buy a memorial book, he is shown a list of volumes of long-term value, which the
library needs. They are grouped by subject matter, in case the owner wishes to choose a book
reflecting the interests of the deceased. His choice is not restricted to the list. He may state what
book he wishes to give, or he may even give one to the library; but the public library prefers
that he check first for duplication. If he chooses the book, the library will order it for him. The
library then sends a card to the family of the deceased, stating the name of the book given, and
identifying the donor.

When the book arrives, a memorial plate is put inside the cover, and it is shelved
in its proper place. No "special collections" will be kept separate from the regular shelves. The
system was still in existence at the library in 2004.

February 15, 1955 - The acting director, Dorothy Webb, said a vacuum cleaner was
seriously needed in the library.

March 15, 1955 - The Board agreed to purchase a vacuum cleaner from Montgomery-
Ward for $69.95, plus tax, on the condition it shall be only used for cleaning the Huntsville
Public Library.

One of the books acquired in the library's earliest years was History of the United States
from tlieir First Settlement as English Colonies in 1607, to the year 1808, or The Thirty Third of their
Sovereignty and Independence, by David Ramsey, M.D., Volume Il of 3, 2rd Edition, Revised and
Corrected, Philadelphia, published by M. Carey & Son, No. 126 Chestnut Street, for the benefit
of the heirs of the author. May 1, 1814. It carried a Huntsville Library bookplate, 1818 Lib #
and Hermatherian Lib # 627, $1.00. It was once loaned by the Huntsville library to the
University of Alabama library.3

April 19, 1955 - The New Hope Library Station was moved from Cooper's Cafe to Mr.
Moon's Feed Store. A new station would be opened in Walnut Grove on August 22.

Elizabeth Parks Beamguard resigned from the library directorship on December 1,1955
to work as a field representative for the Alabama State library Service. She eventually became
director of the Alabama State Library, and retired from that position in 1974. She was one of the
grande dames of the library profession, who lobbied for federal money to support libraries,
which had been traditionally been financed by local revenue. Donna Schremser, director in
2004, who met Beamguard in the early 1970s said, "She was so regal. She could wear lovely
suits and hats and gloves. But she could really get in there and fight for libraries." Elizabeth
Beamguard died July 19, 2003 in Montgomery.-34

Miss Dorothy Webb replaced Beamguard as permanent head librarian.

There were in 1955, and probably still are in the current era, people who did not realize
that they could borrow books from all across the United States. The Huntsville Times, March 17,
1955, had a two-column article explaining the borrowing system through a series of past
examples of such borrowing. Each book ordered from another location required a $2 deposit.
When the book was returned to the local library, the postage fees were deducted and the
borrower received the remaining money.3% Remember, we are talking about $2 in 1955 with the
postal rates of that era considerably lower than today. In 2004 the fee for getting an interlibrary
loan was $3 per book, which was the United States Postal Service book rate for a round trip by
one book. With today's Internet search services, it is quite easy to search libraries to find the
book you want to borrow.

July 19, 1955 - A new bookshelf was placed in each of the following locations: Skinnum,
Big Cove, Hurricane, Meridanville, Cave Springs and Harvest.
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During Huntsville's 150thyear anniversary in 1955 some folks boldly predicted that the
city's population of 50,000 might double to 100,000 by the year 2000. Little did they know about
the future.

March 27, 1956 - Reverend Snodgrass had taken over the position of librarian of the
Dulcina DeBerry Branch on March 1, replacing Mrs. Fannie Jackson. Rev. Snodgrass had
undertaken the redecoration of the two rooms; the walls had been painted; the ceiling papered,;
the bookcases stained; arrangements made for polishing the floor. The library will assume all
expenses of the redecoration and purchase Venetian blinds for the four windows.

June 19,1956 - New stations were opened in the county at Sulphur Springs and Quick's
Store, while the station at Union Grove Baptist Church was discontinued.

March 19, 1957 - There was a discussion about starting a Friends of the Library
organization for the purpose of promoting interest in and means for, a new library building.

Miss Frances Jones retired from the library on April 30, 1957 after 26 years with the
library. She was specially recognized by the of directors for serving as the head of the children's
room for 20 years. "Miss Frances," as she was known, was born, lived, and died in the same
quaint, gray, gingerbread house at 524 Madison Street, just a block and a half from where she
worked in the Carnegie Library Building. "She was a loving and gracious lady who took a
possessive and personal interest in the gaggle of tykes who peopled the wonderful world in the
basement of the old, domed library." She started the countywide summer reading club and
story hour in 1952. Miss Frances died at the age of 91 years young on June 12,1973.3%

Judy Purinton, head of adult services in 2004, remembers going to the Longfellow
Children's Room in the basement of the Carnegie Library when she was eight years old. Miss
Frances found a book for her, Judy and the Golden Horse, by Faye King and printed in 1947 by
Caxton Press. Purinton grew attached to the book and forty years later purchased the book on
E-Bay for $30 so she could read it to her grandchildren. That is a classic love of books and how
much they mean to us. Judy Purinton also remembers that she and a friend went to the
children's room immediately after swimming in the Big Spring. Miss Frances let them know
that wet hair was not appropriate attire for the library.

The Longfellow Room was for children up to age fourteen, one then graduated to the
upstairs. The small Carnegie Library was usually crowded on the weekends as students were
trying the research the same thing at the same time. The basement had the children's room, the
librarian's office, the catalogue, and the bookmobile area.3r

The library loaned nearly a quarter-million books in 1957, as there were more than
26,000 registered readers. Bravo. The bookmobile served 26 stations in the county, including
two new ones: Plevna and Monte Sano. The one on Monte Sano was in the basement of the
home of Mrs. James L. Studdard. There were 4,465 volumes added to the library in 1957, to
include donations of 800 books, as well as donations of innumerable magazines and 25
recordings. Examples of the distribution of accessions include: history and travel-268; applied
science-227; social science-382; religion-119; biographies-196; fine arts-116; language-47;
literature-173; and children's-418. The library continued to be a popular place for local
organizations to utilize the meeting rooms.38

November 19, 1957 - The director, Dorothy Webb, "requested an increase of salary for
herself, stating that her salary was fifty dollars a month less than the amount paid to the former
director and that the work necessary to operate the library had greatly increased during the
three years she had been here and that living expenses had also greatly increased.”

December 17,1957 - "Minutes of the regular meeting held on November 17,1957, were
read. The chairman felt that additional data should be included in the last paragraph [quoted
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above] - but since this included what the director considered a misquotation of the director, she
objected to writing the statement into the minutes."

January 21, 1958 - The director, Dorothy Webb, presented a letter stating that her
services to the library be terminated on June 1, 1958. The letter was accepted with regrets.
[Apparently the salary increase request was not approved.]

In January 1958 a seminal event occurred in the history of the Huntsville-Madison
County Public Library, the incorporation of the Friends of the Library. This act provided
structure and legal and fiduciary responsibility to this key library support group in accordance
with the laws of the State of Alabama. The group's stated purpose was to promote the interests
of the Huntsville Public Library and to work for enlarged facilities, through cooperation with
the library board, the city council, and the board of county commissioners. The Huntsville
Chapter of the American Association of University Women was the organizer of the Friends
organization and deserves all the credit. They left a strong legacy in Huntsville.®

All participants are worthy of mention in this history. Directors with three-year terms
were: Claude H. Davis, Mrs. A.L. Ferranti, Stuart Jones, Nathan F.S. Porter, Jeff D. Smith, Mrs.
Addison White, and William Mickle. Two-year directors were: Allen R. Deschere, James R.
Record, Dr. Frances Roberts, Neil F. Roberts, Roscoe Roberts Jr., Dr. Martin Schilling, and Miss
Dorothy Webb. One-year directors were: A.D. Elliott, Angelo Ferranti, Mrs. Edith Johnson,
Alvin Blackwell, Dr. Dennis M. Nead, Mrs. Howard A. Slayden, and Mrs. H.L. Green.d

The first public meeting of the Friends of the Library was held March 28, 1958. The
speaker was Mr. Robert S. Alvarez, Director, Nashville Public Library, who spoke on the
subject, "The Library in the Growing Community."41

Mrs. Patrick Pruitt was elected president of the state Friends of the Library organization
at the annual meeting of the Alabama Library Association in Albertville on April 17,1958.£2

May 20,1958 - Three members of the Friends of the Library, Dr. Dennis Nead, President;
Mr. Roscoe Roberts, Chairman of the Facilities Committee; and Mr. Allan Deschere, Chairman
of the Public Relations Committee, met with the library board. The meeting was for the purpose
of deciding what steps should first be taken towards having a survey of Huntsville made in the
interest of formulating definite plans for a new library building for the Huntsville Public
Library.

Dr. Nead stated that the Friends of the Library had been organized for the purpose of
bringing together individuals of the community who would be interested in promoting the
interests of the library. This organization could offer an opportunity for discussion of interests
and needs of the library and it could assist in promoting the interests of the library by giving the
library a strong popular backing.

Mrs. Davis had received the supporting statement of the new library in Auburn,
Alabama, she supplied each member with a copy of this stating that she felt that it would be
very helpful in guiding the efforts in Huntsville. She also stated the three functions of the
survey would be to make an analysis of the community, to define the services which the library
could render to the community, and the survey would be an aid in estimating the space
required for the services of the library.

Mr. Roberts stated that the facilities committee of the Friends of the Library would
endeavor to formulate a picture of an adequate library to serve the community, that a survey
would be necessary and in order to correctly inform the people concerned with the
responsibility of promoting such a proposed building, that a survey would serve to further
interest of the public, and to define something specific to work for. He stated that if the
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committee could help in the survey that the guidance and direction from the library board and
the city planning commission would be welcome at all times.

It was agreed by all present that a survey of the community was of foremost importance
and that it would be advisable for the library board and the board of directors of the Friends of
the Library hold ajoint meeting for the purpose of discussing such a survey, at a time when Mr.
Dean Matthews, chairman of the city planning commission; Miss Emily Wheelock Reed,
Director of the Alabama Public Library Service; and Mrs. Harold E. Klontz of Auburn,
Alabama, who could meet with them as councilors. Mrs. Klontz was recommended to Mrs.
Davis, by Miss Reed, as a person who had been very efficient in her efforts in connection with
the new library at Auburn. The tentative date for this meeting was June 14. It was agreed that
the Friends of the Library would defray the expenses of the two out of town guests.

Mr. Deschere stated that the members of the Friends of the Library could be an articulate
force for the library, and he and Mr. Roberts agreed to visit the city council, with a member of
the library board, and request a sum of $300 for making the survey if the city was agreeable to
the plan. Mr. James Record had offered to present such a request to the county commissioners.
This money would be used for the fees and expenses of the survey.

In July 1958 Mrs. James L. Murphy became head librarian, replacing Miss Dorothy
Webb, who resigned after four years as head librarian. Mrs. Murphy, the head cataloguer for
four years, had a bachelor of science degree in library science from Emory University and an A.
B. degree in English literature from the University of Georgia. She was the librarian at Butler
High School for one year, and had worked on the staffs of the Washington Memorial Library in
Macon, Georgia, the Atlanta Public Library, the Georgia Institute of Technology Library, the
University of Georgia Library and the Pennsylvania State College Library.43

August 19,1958 - Five 12-minute parking meters were placed around the Library.

Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, a well-known library authority and consultant, visited Huntsville
August 11-16, 1958 and conducted a survey and analysis of the city and county library needs.
She had been president of the Alabama Library Association and director of the Alabama Public
Library Division and had an extensive background in library activities. She came at the request
of the Huntsville-Madison County Library Board and the local Friends of the Library. The cost
of the project was shared equally between the city and the county. Mrs. Schenk's report made
the key points:

< Huntsville was growing rapidly, with a population of 68,000, but the Carnegie Library
was built in 1916 for a population of 8,000.

< The infrastructure was growing also, for example, electricity customers rose from 6,375
in 1941 to 28,714 in 1958 and people with telephones went from 2,564 in 1941 to 26,743 in

1958.

= Postal receipts went from $73,484.52 in 1935 to $532,490.65 in 1957.
e The property evaluation for Madison County rose from $17,591,414 in 1940 to

$52,252,380 in 1957.

< The library's organization was marked by stability, continuity and conservation
administration.

< The financial support history of the library was appalling. The conservation
administration during the depression years enabled the library to continue, but growth
since that time was hampered by adequate financial support.

< Reference and circulation services were barely adequate because of low salaries and
part-time staff.
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Mrs. Schenk identified factors influencing service: continued population growth; more
functional organizations; better trained personnel; more cooperative projects; more financing
options and efficient spending; and multi-faceted service opportunities. She also described the
growing professional standards toward libraries cooperating together. The twenty-page typed
report contained a wealth of other definitive analyses and recommendations. She was prescient,
because most of her analyses and recommendations were gradually implemented in some form
over the years. Our library evolution into 2004 reflected the step-by-step movement toward the
standards and goals, which she notably identified in 1958. Gretchen Schenk's study represents a
"before and after" history of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library.#

In September 1958 it was announced that a second Negro library would be established.
It is expected to open in November in the new Cavalry Hill Junior High School. The library
would have a separate entrance and one into the school. It would be available to the students
during school hours and to the public from 3 to 9 p.m. daily. It was expected to begin with 1,000
books. There would be one full time librarian supported by one assistant.%

September 16, 1958 - There was general discussion about appropriate sites for the
proposed new library building. Three sites were proposed to the city and county officials;
Laughlin Funeral Service lot, diagonally across from the present library building; the Schiffman
garage lot on the corner of Gates and Franklin; and the corner occupied by Sample Shoes and
other small businesses.

The library completed 1958 with another banner year of accomplishments. Almost
260,000 books were circulated and registered 2,196 new adults and 2,192 new children. The big
news was the purchase of land for $100,000, possibly for a new library, diagonally across the
street from the current building. The land was currently occupied by a funeral home and owned
by the Liberty National Life Insurance Company of Birmingham.4

In 1958 the library came into possession of five documents from Hugh Lawson Clay, a
Huntsville native and local lawyer, who was appointed as a captain at the age 24 during the
Mexican War of 1946-48. He was directed to raise a fighting force. A document dated July 15,
1948 showed him commanding a 62-man company that included 4 sergeants, 1 corporal, and 24
privates from Huntsville.

The documents had been the property of Paul F. Hammond, a certified public
accountant and operator of a plantation near Cheraw, South Carolina. Hammond's niece was
Mrs. Emile Joffrion, whose husband was the rector of Huntsville's Church of the Nativity, an
Episcopal church. The documents were sought by the University of Alabama and the Alabama
Department of History and Archives. The items were microfilmed for the University and then
preserved under glass.

The signature of President James K. Polk appears on the commission naming Clay a
captain of infantry, dated May 24, 1847. The document was on parchment and in good
condition. It was also signed by William L. Marcy, Polk's secretary of war. Clay was appointed
a captain two and a half months before the commission. The appointment, dated March 5,1847
gave authority for Clay to round up troops wherever he thought he would have the most
success. It instructed him to report the names, ages, and residences of his men to the
Department of War, and advised: "The recruiting service will be conducted agreeably to the
Regulations, which are to be carefully observed.”" The men who served under Clay are listed in
meticulous script on a muster roll.

The muster roll, dated July 15, 1848, lists Clay's unit as Company H of the 13th Infantry
Regiment. The unit's first sergeant was Walter V. Jones from Huntsville. Under Clay were First
Lieutenant John W. Perkins, and second lieutenants, William F. Rives and Philander Morgan.
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There were also two books in the collection, which was brought to the attention of the
Joffrions by Hammond and obtained for the Huntsville library at the suggestion of Dr. Frances
Roberts, then a history teacher at the University Center in Huntsville (this was the name of what
is now the University of Alabama in Huntsville).

Hugh Clay's brother was Clement Claiborne Clay, a United States Senator. Their father,
Clement Comer Clay, was at various times governor of Alabama, member of the House of
Representatives and U.S. Senator.47In those days, military officers were not selected on the basis
of military skill or training, but strictly on political connections.

January 18, 1959 - The library board agreed not to accept any new library site which
involved an existing structure, such as the Laughlin building across the intersection from the
current library. Such a building would cause too many building maintenance problems. Hoyt
Galvin, former director of the regional library and now director of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
County Libraries, sent a letter expressing his interest in the possibility of a new library and
indicated his willingness to be employed as a consultant for it because of his former connection
with Huntsville. The county shed serviced the bookmobile, the roof leak and gas tank repaired
and the heater adjusted. Two telephones were installed at the DeBerry Branch instead of one as
requested. The director had the extra line removed. Mr. John Rison Jones, Jr. recently gave the
library valuable genealogical material.

February 17, 1959 - On Saturday, February 14, 1959, the library checked out 600 books
from the adult department and 300 from the children's department, which broke by a large
margin all previous circulation records. The library also bought a new 1959 Encyclopedia
Britannica and renewed its subscription to the Junior Literary Guild for the children's room.

March 17,1959 - Mr. Allan Deschere, a director and vice-president of the Friends of the
Library, and also general manager of the Redstone Division of Rohm and Haas, spoke to the
board about microfilming and its uses in the Library. He pointed out the unlimited possibilities
for the use of microfilms in the library and its usefulness in the preservation of newspapers. He
suggested possible ways of financing a microfilm cabinet, and the microfilming of back issues of
Huntsville newspapers. He suggested putting in a request for it in next year's budget, or getting
civic clubs or the Friends of the Library to take it over as a project.

May 19, 1959 - The Board discussed the possible employment of Hoyt Galvin as a
consultant on the new library building. They thought it would be easier to get funds
appropriated if concrete plans for a building had been made. The library board voted to use
emergency funds to hire Mr. Galvin to come to work immediately on plans for the new
building.

June 16, 1959 - Hoyt Galvin made his initial visit to Huntsville June 12-14 and gathered
information and statistics to begin drawing up the program. He hoped to have it ready to send
to the board in August.

July 21, 1959 - Mrs. Davis, Chairman of the Library Board, and Mrs. Murphy, Director,
had a meeting with Mr. Goodson, Chairman of the Library Committee of the City Council,
about hiring an architect for a new library building. Mr. Goodson suggested the board needed
to meet with the city council to discern its position before discussion about an architect went
further. Mrs. Murphy, director, submitted a letter to the Board requesting the board consider
the hiring of a director who could give more wholeheartedly of his time to the building of a new
library and directing of same. Mrs. Murphy's letter is quoted below:

"The Huntsville Public Library should start construction of a new building within the
next few years the way things are shaping up now. In view of the time, talent, and whole-
hearted pre-occupation with details this project will demand from the librarian, | feel that in
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fairness to the Board, the library and my family, the Board should begin looking for a librarian
who will be able to devote his entire energies and total interest to this enormous undertaking.
The overall supervision, organization and planning for this building will require much more
time than one could give it in the normal working hours of 9 till 5.

I am well aware that the selection of a new librarian is one that you will want to give
time and thought to and that is why | am bringing the matter up now. | will be happy to
continue to work in my present capacity until you find a replacement that is entirely
satisfactory to the Board. | do feel though, that it would be wise to hire some one as soon as
possible in order for them to be in on the ground floor of this undertaking.

The possibilities for expansion of the library system in Huntsville are so great and such a
challenge that | do not feel you will have any trouble getting the vigorous, dynamic person you
will need. | have two suggestions to make of librarians you might wish to interview, both of
whom | understand are very capable young men. | have listed them below. (Richard J. Covey,
Gadsden Public Library; and John Hyatt, Anniston Carnegie Library)

I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Board and have found them progressive and
cooperative. | have greatly appreciated their support and confidence and would have no
objection to continuing this relationship if | did not so sincerely feel it would be doing them an
injustice. | hope that when a new head librarian is selected they will let me continue to work for
the library in some lesser capacity if there is an opening that I could fill."

September 15, 1959 - The folks that live in Decatur and Athens who work at Redstone
Arsenal asked to join the library without paying the non-resident fee. The Board voted, NO.

Almuth Gessner, who was living in the home of Wernher von Braun for a year on a
visitor's permit, volunteered to work in the library in April 1959. In August she applied for a job
at the library in order to get a visa to stay in the United States for another year. There were no
openings. In October, Miss Gessner had to leave the country and return to her home in Spain.
Since she had worked so faithfully from 9 to 1 daily in the catalog department, but could not be
paid because she was on a visitor's visa, the library board awarded her a cash gift of $100 in
token of the board's appreciation.

December 15,1959 - Mrs. H.B. Chase, a board member for 35 years, passed away earlier
in the year and her husband donated $1,000 to the library, hopefully for the children's
department of the new library. It was decided to buy plaques honoring the recently deceased
Mrs. Chase and the still living Miss Frances Jones.

The growth of Huntsville and Madison County during the 1950s, fueled by the large
Federal programs at Redstone Arsenal, was ready to spring forward in dramatic fashion during
the next decade. University engineering graduates continued to be drafted into the Army and
sent to Redstone Arsenal to put their talents to work. When their two-year commitments were
up, many were immediately employed by the Arsenal at a much higher salary than their Army
enlisted pay. Some married local girls and stayed in town. The higher education of the work
force produced children more likely to value education, which placed greater demand on the
schools and the public library. The influx of non-Alabamians continued into the 1960's and
beyond. | came here in 1979 and stayed. Anecdotal evidence from my neighbor, Jack Bissinger,
who came to Redstone in 1962, suggests that 60-80 percent of the 400 Army-drafted engineers
came from locations outside the South. Many of them stayed in Huntsville. They brought
different cultural values to Huntsville and helped turn sleepy Huntsville into a progressive and
cosmopolitan city. Little did they realize that we were on the way to the moon.
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Chapter 6

Finally, A Bigger Building

"Judged by every standard and measured by every criterion, the public

libran/is revealed as a social agency dependent upon the objectives of

socieh/. Itfollowed - did not create - social change. It was an outward
and visible manifestation of the spirit and ideals of the people.”

Jesse Shera
Foundations of the Public Libran/, 29651

The Federal census of 1960 showed that the population of Madison County was at
117,348, up from 72,903 in 1950, an increase of 61 percent in 10 years. Huntsville's population
was 72,365 in 1960, up from 16,437 in 1950, an increase of 440 percent. The demand on the old
Carnegie Library was in place.

March 15, 1960 - The city council members seem to think that the new library building
should be financed with a new city hall and police department, the latter two in an earlier stage
of planning than the library.

The 3 of May 1960 brought forth a needed improvement to the Carnegie Library. A
drive-up book deposit metal container was put into operation. It was on the south side of the
library on Gates Street.2The building's front was toward Madison Street. Sorry folks, a drive-up
deposit container will not solve our library problems.

June 21, 1960 - In July 1959, Mrs. Murphy suggested that the library needed a more
dynamic director for the era of the new building. The board did not act on that suggestion. One
year later, Mrs. Murphy announced to the board that it was necessary for her to step down as
director because of family obligations. She would like to continue in a less responsible capacity.
The Board finally acted, and instructed her to write the two candidates mentioned a year earlier.
If one was suitable, the opening salary offer would be $6,000.

In June 1960 it was announced that Brown Engineering was selected to be the architect
for the proposed $750,000 library to replace the Carnegie building. Two sites were under
consideration, one on the southeast corner of Gates Avenue and Madison Street and one in the
Heart of Huntsville area.3 The Hundley House, built in 1900, was on the southeast corner of
Gates and Madison. It housed the Laughlin Funeral Home from 1930 until 1958. The citv bought
it in 1959 and converted it into the police station and also some city offices. It was used for that
purpose until 1976, and it suffered considerable damage through lack of proper maintenance for
such an old building. It was such a wonderful edifice in 2004 that it was hard to imagine that it
was once a utilitarian police station.

July 18,1960 - John Hyatt, Director, Anniston Library, indicated he was not interested in
the position. The Board interviewed Richard Covey, Director, Gadsden Library.

August 16, 1960 - The Board reviewed Richard Covey's references and set his salary at
$7,500, 25 percent higher than earlier.

On the First of October 1960, Richard J. Covey assumed the position of director of the
library. He saw a tripling of usage during his four-year tenure at Gadsden. His philosophy was
to make people feel welcome and provide an atmosphere of brightness and cheerfulness. He
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believed that increased patronage would follow public relations work and refurbishment of the
physical facilities. Richard Covey had an undergraduate degree in library science from the
University of Oklahoma and his master's degree in political science from the same school. He
worked for the Oklahoma Library Commission and was director of the Muskogee, Oklahoma
public library.

Covey found a great need for a new library in Huntsville, as the current one was built in
1916 and was adequate for a population of about 5,000. The influx of people associated with
Redstone Arsenal's rocket and missile programs, coupled with a high enrollment at the
University of Alabama Huntsville Center, produced a lively spirit in Huntsville that needed a
larger library. The proposed new library would be adequate for a population of 100,000. Covey
said that the new library must last for a generation or more. He missed the prediction by a little
because the new library, to be built, only lasted a short generation before it too was replaced.

Richard Covey also discussed that modern libraries must offer more than books.
Libraries are information centers with people from all walks of life searching for information.
Libraries are not just "silence," but workshops instead of storage. Libraries should be prepared
to offer files on microfilm, a collection of framed reproductions of art for lending, and a stock of
phonograph records.4

The New Hope library stop opened again after it found a new home in the New Hope
Feed and Seed Store. The previous store host closed his store. The bookmobile made a stop
every second and fourth Wednesday from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m.5

In February 1961 a special Civil War shelf was started. Many new titles, plus the present
collection of books, were placed on the shelf.*1

March 21, 1961 - The board decided to eliminate the holding of group meetings in the
library due to crowded facilities and the impossibility of doing library work during the hours
when the children's room was not open to the public.

During the 1961 legislative session, the Alabama Legislature passed a bill, which
provided for construction of libraries through public building authorities. The Huntsville City
Council in September 1961 gave approval for the incorporation of a Library Building Authority.
A.D. Elliott and Enoch Sparks prompted the action, as they had addressed the council as
representatives of the Friends of the Huntsville Public Library.7

Also during 1961 the Alabama Legislature passed a bill establishing library scholarships.
Scholarship recipients desiring to acquire a masters degree in library science at an accredited
library school must agree to return to work for two years in the state's rural library program.
The executive board of the state service will award an annual scholarship and seven study
grants for 10-week study periods. Up to $5,500 annually may be spent for the two types of
scholarships under a federal-aid program for which Alabama could not qualify until passage of
the state library scholarship act.8

The often-violent civil rights demonstrations that convulsed Alabama, particularly 1961-
63, were largely muted in Huntsville. Federal officials quietly informed the city officials that the
millions of dollars coming to Redstone Arsenal were in jeopardy if the violence in the southern
two-thirds of the state occurred in Huntsville. That subtle threat had a calming effect in
Huntsville. On September 9, 1963, four Negro children enrolled in Huntsville city schools,
making the system the first in Alabama to integrate. In April 2004 a marker was placed at the
corner of Governor's Drive and Gallatin Street, marking the location of the former Fifth Avenue
Elementary School, which was demolished in 2003.

In 1964 the national Civil Rights Act was passed by Congress and signed by President
Lyndon Johnson. The Huntsville-Madison County Public Library and its customer base
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undoubtedly benefited from those two events, one a positive event and the other the absence of
a negative event.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA)
on February 11, 1964. This act was to provide long lasting assistance to libraries across the
nation.9

In June 1962 the library board agreed on the location of the new library at the corner of
Fountain Circle and Williams Street. The cost of the land was expected to be $250,000 and the
building $750,000, for a grand total of $1,000,000.

In 1962 the Oak Park Branch was established in the Oak Park Shopping Center on the
southwest corner of North Memorial Parkway and Oakwood Drive. It was started by the
American Association of University Women (AAUW) and staffed by them during the first year.
In 1975 the branch was moved to a leased modular structure in the parking lot of the North
Parkway K-Mart. At that time it was renamed to the Bessie Russell Branch, in honor of the lady
who was head of the Heritage Room. She started part time nights in the library in 1947, and
retired in 1980. She was an institution by herself and was always friendly and helpful, while
keeping a sharp eye on old material she could get for the library.

In April 1963 Miss Carolyn Burke passed away in Richmond, Virginia, and was be
buried in Maple Hill Cemetery. Miss Burke was the first librarian in the new Carnegie Library
in 1915 and served until 1917.10

The History of Ancient Greece, Its Colonies and Conquests, by John Gilles, L.L.D., was
another early accession by the library. The front cover's verso carried the Huntsville Library #
41 bookplate, it could be checked out for three weeks and cost 18 & % cents for the first week,
and subsequent week, of overdue. The book was published by F.R.S. and A.S., London, F.R.S.
Edinburgh and Histographer to his Majesty for Scotland. First American from the Last London
Edition, Volume | of 4, New York, 1814.11

The Huntsville City Council filed a loan application for $1.1 million with the Federal
Housing and Home Finance Agency to construct a public library. Construction was expected to
begin in 1964 and be completed in 1965. The council had agreed to provide the additional
capital should the project exceed the Federal loan amount. Huntsville's Public Building
Authority would construct the library and lease the facility to the city until the indebtedness is
retired, hopefully in less than 30 years.12 The population of Huntsville and Madison County
grew from 117,348 in 1960 to 178,285 in 1964. A new and larger library was certainly an overdue
problem to be dealt with because the old Carnegie Library was too small for that population.

Bids on the new library were opened on August 11, 1964, with O'Donnell Construction
Company of Atlanta getting the job with its low bid of $665,000. That was just for the building;
the cost of land, equipment and other expenses brought the total price to well over $1 million.13
Huntsville's new "million dollar library” ($1,093,000) was dedicated on Sunday afternoon,
January 16,1966, although it officially opened its doors to the public on December 18,1965. Key
personnel attending the dedication ceremony were: Richard Covey, Director, Huntsville Public
Library, Glenn Hearn, Mayor, City of Huntsville; Dr. Leslie Wright, President, Samford
University; Mrs. Mattie Darwin, first "official librarian" for the Huntsville Public Libraries who
served as director from 1917-1943; and Mrs. Elizabeth Parks Beamguard, state director of
libraries and Huntsville librarian from 1944-55.14

The library had 134,460 volumes, more than 1,000 records, and 56 art reproductions,
which may be checked out by the public. The ground level contained 31,460 volumes for adults
and young adult readers. The second floor, which had the children's room and the local history
section, contained 18,000 volumes. The basement contained 85,000 volumes used in the county
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bookmobiles. The new building also contained an auditorium, conference room, magazines, a
Bible in Braille, out-size print editions, and the Wernher von Braun collection of papers. The
new facility also had five incoming telephone lines, which would dramatically improve service.
The steps to the second floor were carpeted and a selectively-directed public address system
was installed.’5

Mrs. Roscoe Roberts was appointed to the library board to fill the unexpired term
caused by the resignation of Mrs. E.T. Terry and attended her first meeting on October 19,1965.
She was to have a long tenure on the board, and as chairman led the library through many
changes and some controversies. Mrs. Terry was voted an honorary board member for life,
having served for 42 years, longest in the history of the library.i6

The library employed 44 persons, 13 of which were full-time staff members. In 1918, the
library possessed only 1,236 books and employed 2 persons.17

In the 1960s Huntsville received considerable federal money under Urban Renewal
Legislation. Mayor Glenn Hearn, City Council President Houston Goodson and Councilmen
Dark, McNaron, Pearsall and Rodenhauser embraced urban renewal, slightly regretted (a little)
tearing down historical buildings and said it was "in the public interest." Many old areas of
downtown Huntsville were demolished. Thus, when a large public parking garage was built
close to the courthouse area, our Carnegie Library was on the block that was chosen, and it was
leveled. It was unanimous, and there was no Huntsville Historic Association to protect "Our
Carnegie." The Public Building Authority records of that era could not be found by this author
to see if there was even a passing discussion about preserving the Carnegie Building

Goodbye, Carnegie, we loved you, but you just had to go into oblivion and banished
from our memories of past, present, and future generations. You could have been one of the
wonderful old relics still in existence along with many others in downtown Huntsville. We
were saddened by your demise.

In February 1966, The Huntsville Times took on a new writer, Carolyn Callahan. She
started a once-a-week column on Sunday titled Ex Libris, (from the library). Her cheerful picture
in the column made library research easier by looking for her picture. The first column |
identified was on March 6,1966.

In her second article Ms. Callahan informed readers about the facilities in the library, to
include microfilmed The Huntsville Times since 1929. She talked with the librarian, Mrs. Bessie
Russell, who recounted her sorrow when a local resident chose to bum a trunk full of letters
from a Confederate soldier rather than donate them to the library. That is truly a sad storv
because those memories are gone forever, and some local genealogists might have overjoyed to
find such a treasure trove. Mrs. Russell begged people to give up their old diaries and letters to
the library, or let her make copies of them.18

How Best to Spend $37,500 Is Problem of Librarian was the title of Carolyn Callahan's
weekly column, Ex Libris, in The Huntsinlle Times, March 27, 1966. The article provided a case
study of how books were selected for accession to the library. Eleanor Murphy, librarian in
charge of book acquisition, had a June 30 deadline to spend $37,500 from a federal-state grant to
the library. The total of the grant was $43,321.25, but $5,821.25 must be spent for a station
wagon as a condition of the grant. This was intended to promote the reaching out to
communities beyond Madison County. The remaining money must be evenly divided between
adult and children's books.

The library board determines basic policy for book selection: Know the community,
avoid overlapping other libraries in the area, present both sides of an issue without prejudice,
and no censorship. With those basic guidelines in mind, Eleanor Murphy consulted annotated
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lists in The Library Journal, The American Library Association Book List, Publishers’ Weekly Book
Buyers' Guide, and the Standard Catalogue Annual, plus magazine and newspapers reviews. The
popular books (best sellers) were selected from The American Lending Library lists and rented
on a contract basis for the duration of their popularity. Those books, which were judged to have
some lasting value, were purchased by the library at a 75 percent discount after six months.

Department heads' desires and suggestions from the reading public are integrated into
the list of potential candidates. The recommendations of specialists who are well informed in
their particular field of interest are welcome, since one person could not sample all the books
published each year - some 30,000 in 1965. The technically oriented community does look for
books that are light and entertaining. The tremendous demand for current fiction kept the
collection constantly depleted. The wail of frustrated readers, "But you never have any books!"
must echo through Eleanor Murphy's dreams.9

A story hour was conducted at the library under the auspices of the American
Association for Childhood Education. This was a trial program to develop techniques to help
children learn. Twenty kindergarten youngsters listened to stories, joined in exercise games and
even dramatized some of the stories. Mrs. Barbara Harris, administrative assistant to the library
director, had a regular Friday morning discussion period for five minutes on radio station WFIX
at 10:30 a.m.2

In May 1966, the Huntsville Chapter, Telephone Pioneers of America donated a 16 mm
movie projector to the library.2l

The Huntsville Public Library was eager to help students who decided on a library
career. The library gave preference to high school juniors to work part-time in the library. Boys
had a slight edge over girls as prospective employees, because a boy might be better able to
maintain order in the library and because the handling of large numbers of books was hard,
physical work. Carolyn Callahan, The Huntsville Times, wrote those words in 1966. They seem to
fly in the face of the casual observations that most library employees were women. A young
person must have graduated from an accredited college in order to enter a graduate library
science program. Alabama had no accredited library science programs in those days, so
students usually went to Peabody College in Nashville, Emory in Atlanta, Louisiana State,
North Carolina, or Kentucky Universities. The Alabama Library Association recently instituted
out-of-state tuition assistance programs to help Alabamians, if they promised to work in the
state. Richard Covey, library director, said a library science graduate could expect a beginning
salary somewhere between $5,000 and $6,000 per year. For readers who were not in the job
market in 1966, they might not be impressed. This author was an Army officer during that time,
so that was a fair salary for someone dedicated to serving others and willing to work hard. It
did not compare favorably with many other jobs, but someone could find satisfaction in the
sharing of his enthusiasm for books and reading.2

The American Library Association (ALA) standards recommended that there be a full
time staff member for every 2,500 people in the served area. This would require a staff of 70
personnel for the Huntsville Public Library. In August 1966 there were 55 full time employees.
The library staff underwent a fifty percent turnover each year. There were many hours lost of
more efficient operations during the training required for the new employees. Another ALA
minimum standard specified 15 staff members with a master of library science degree to head
the various departments that handle a collection of 100,000 books. Huntsville had three staff
members, plus the director, who had library science degrees.z3

"August 11,1966

Mrs. Roscoe Roberts...
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Dear Mrs. Roberts:

On August 7, the staff of the Huntsville Public Library met to discuss taking action
regarding the unrealistic salary structure in the library. A committee was formed to present a
statement of the feelings of the staff to the Library Board. The staff would appreciate your
reviewing the enclosed statement for discussion at the August 16 Library Board meeting.

Very truly yours,

HUNTSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Pauline Wright Murray

Committee Spokesman"2

In November 1966, Richard Covey, director, prepared an application for federal
matching funds to finance a new bookmobile. Eight Alabama communities would be selected to
receive the federal grants. It would be in early 1967 before the grants are announced. This
bookmobile would be considerably larger than the one the library operated in the county. This
vehicle would be for city operations. The grant is limited to $7,500, which the library will have
to match. Additional funds might also be required. The van would look more like a bus, with
air conditioning and its own generators.5

In March 1967 the bookmobile grant had not been awarded. The cost was now estimated
to be about $25,000, so a federal grant of $7,500 leaves a big remainder to be raised. A fund
drive was started.

Covey also pointed out that the Huntsville per capita allocation from the city was $0.75
when he came to Huntsville in 1960. It is now $1.35 for the city, and less for the county, but the
ideal number is $3-4. His sights slipped some, now he hoped to have the bookmobile in hand
when Huntsville hosts the April, 1968 Alabama State Library Association Annual Convention.

By May 1967 the bookmobile fund raising was expanded. Operation Bookmobile barrels
were placed in front of the library and several department stores around town. The Exchange
Club and Woman's Club had taken on the leadership roles. Southern Bell Telephone Company
put donation forms in their monthly bills and all local banks put donation forms in their
monthly statements.2%

May 16, 1967 - Mr. Covey recounted the high turnover of personnel in the library and
suggested that action be taken as soon as possible to adjust salaries of those who had
contributed over a long period of time to the operation of the library. It was agreed that a report
of the pay scale for selected employees be developed and a special board meeting be called to
consider it.

The fund drive was lagging in September 1967, but Richard Covey announced that the
federal government would provide 60 percent of the cost, double the previous amount. The
fundraisers redoubled their efforts.2z7

It is now February 1968, and Carolyn Callahan wrote in her regular Sunday Ex Libris
column on the 26th that the bookmobile would arrive in Huntsville the next day. That was an
exciting day. The vehicle cost $24,130.22, and the fund raising was still short $6,619.20. The
fundraisers had just sent out another round of requests for donations, as the bookmobile was
expected to arrive two months later. It's here now! Wish we had used the term "urgent" in our
last mailing mumbled the fundraisers. Ten percent of the cost must be paid the day the unit was
delivered, and the balance in twenty days.B

The bookmobile was in town for two days and there was still a shortfall of $2,800, to be
raised in the next 18 days. The city may be asked for the money, or it may come from private
library endowments, said Richard Covey. But, private endowment donors would have to be
asked if they agree to change the purpose. The city was not supposed to pay, based on the
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agreement with federal government.28 Isn't there someone who can shake his sleeves for the
$2,800? Huntsville Public Library was painted on the sides, so it must belong to us, if we could
only pay for it.

On March 11, the General Electric Employees Federated Fund came through with $600,
but we still need $1,500. Please, Please.3 Apparently there was a little slippage in the system, as
the final $250 was donated by the Huntsville Woman's Club in September 1968. Bravo to the
Woman's Club, who started the project - and finished it!

The bookmobile was carpeted, heated, air conditioned and carried 3500 to 4000 books. It
contained special shelving for record albums. It still needed a driver and a librarian. There were
still not enough books to fill the shelves, but were being ordered. The route was being planned,
as the Mountain Gap area had asked for the service several months ago.3l And it was ready for
the state convention in April.

Eleanor Murphy, of the library staff, wrote the Ex Libris column on March 19, 1967. She
highlighted some of the libraries accomplishments during the first fourteen months in the new
building. "Seven hundred thousand books were taken out and returned (well, most of them
were), causing quite a bit of wear and tear on the more than 100,000 volumes now owned by the
library, 30,000 of which were added during 1966."2 The problem of some books not being
returned had been in existence for at least 2,000 years, going back to the ancient libraries of
Alexandria, Egypt and Pergamun, Turkey. Some things never change.

In August 1967 a library branch was established at 7920 Charlotte Drive, just west of
South Memorial Parkway. Cecil Clowers, a real estate owner, volunteered the facility. There
were 1,500 square feet of floor space. The Civic Association of Parkway Estates and Fleming
Hills had the responsibility of staffing the new library. Mrs. Clifford Jones, of that organization,
had some 90 volunteers for the job. The association also had to build shelves for the books. This
was an outstanding example of civic determination to provide more convenient book-
borrowing opportunities for the families in that area and further south. Bravo.3

Mrs. Wayne L. (Joyce) Smith joined the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library on
October 2, 1967. That was an important day for the library, because you must be blind if you
know the reason. The Huntsville Subregional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
was officially started. The project was set up under the Library Services Act as a pilot project.
The library worked with the Library of Congress, Division of the Blind, and the Alabama
Institute for the Deaf and the Blind at Talladega, Alabama. Materials such as Braille books,
talking books and recorded tapes were available.

Joyce Smith was a qualified Braille transcriber, so she was able to transcribe selections
from texts and local history items that would not be available from the Library of Congress.
Joyce Smith became interested in the plight of the visually impaired as a girl scout in Wisconsin
after watching a troop of blind girl scouts function. Years later, she took a class in Braille
transcribing as part of a mission works program at her church.3%

Louis Braille was a Frenchman bom in 1809. He was blind at age three, with a disease in
one eye and an awl in the other eye. At age 15, at the Blind Institute in Paris, he heard about a
French Army captain who invented dots on paper to communicate at night. Braille developed
his own system of six raised dots. He died in 1852. The system did not achieve worldwide
acceptance until 1932, 80 years after Braille died. The march of progress crawls slowly.

But now, the rest of the story behind the Subregional Library. Richard Covey was the
library director in 1967. He had dealt with blind library clients in Oklahoma before coming to
Huntsville, and had a "soft spot" for them that caught his eye when Congress changed a law in
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1967. The new law allowed libraries to design special departments for the blind, deaf and
physically disabled, thus allowing all citizens access to research and knowledge.

Covey flew to Washington, D.C., where he hoped to appear before Congress and get in
on the ground floor. He was not in town two hours when a knife-wielding mugger jumped him
and a fearful fight ensued. The mugger had one of those curved linoleum knives. The struggle
was fierce and one arm of Covey's jacket was cut off, but he came through intact. On the next
day, battered and bruised but undaunted, Covey stated his case for the first of these new
facilities to be established in Huntsville. He won. The nation's original subregional library for
the blind and disabled was opened in the Huntsville Library in Fountain Row. Bravo Richard
Covey! Bravo Joyce Smith!

Richard Covey saw a space problem as soon as the area was set up. Braille books take up
to 20 times more storage space than regular books. The library was responsible to get books and
periodicals printed in oversize type for the person with impaired sight. The library had the New
Testament in Braille and received two religious periodicals in Braille.3

A book published in 1996, in conjunction with the opening of the new main San
Francisco Public Library, titled A Free Library in this City, by Peter Booth Wiley, claimed that in
1974 the San Francisco library pioneered blind and physically handicapped services. It seems as
if that "pioneering" took seven years to move from Huntsville to San Francisco.3%

Sometime during the 1960's the Dulcina DeBerry Negro Library Branch was moved to a
private dwelling in the Edmonton Heights area when the Church Street building was
demolished for urban renewal. In August 1968 the library board decided to use the bookmobile
more and on October 1,1968, the Dulcina DeBerry Branch ceased to be, after eighteen years in
existence at six different locations. Huntsville's schools were desegregated in 1963.37 The Negro
library was pushed around, as was the Negro population, but it was arguably better in
Huntsville than the remainder of Alabama.

In May 1968 the Lee High School Red Cross Youth bought a subscription to the
American Junior Red Cross News in Braille for use within the library.38

In June 1968, Carolyn Callahan, in her Ex Libris column, described the bookmobile's
stop at the Sherwood Park shopping center off Madison Pike in West Huntsville. One thousand
books were borrowed during two days. Many new cards were issued, mostly to children
looking for summer reading now that school is out. Summer reading programs were important
as it was estimated that children lose 30 percent of their knowledge over the summer. Reading
was a fun way to keep children's minds active for those long days of summer. Perhaps mothers
also enjoyed reading with their children. Reading to young children, starting at a very early age,
to include infancy, is a critical factor in a child's development.

Richard Covey, the library director, was a busy man during the summer of 1968. He was
arranging for more Bookmobile stops, as each one had to have an outlet for 220- volt current in
order to run the air conditioning unit. He was also functioning as the children's book-buyer in
the absence of a full-time children's librarian.®

In August 1968, Carolyn Callahan, in her The Huntsville Times Ex Libris column,
provided a ten-month update on the Library's facility for the blind and physically handicapped.
Joyce Smith, director, had extended a "lifeline" to over 100 North Alabamians whose physical
conditions make them eligible for the services. Twenty-five of them came in on a regular basis.
The collection now had 700 titles in the talking book section, The Readers Digest in Braille, plus
about 20 books in large type for the partially sighted.

Joyce Smith, director, corresponded with several people in Braille and was teaching
Braille to five sighted Huntsvillians. She is also waiting for a $25,000 grant to come in,
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principally for shelves. She continued to work with Talladega's Regional Library for the Blind
and the local office of the Alabama Vocational Rehabilitation Service to inform North Alabama
residents of the lifeline available to them at the Huntsville Public Library.4

The library, with local bookstores and the Huntsville Literary Association, distributed
bookmarks with a William Shakespeare sketch on them. Also included was Emilie Poulsson's
poem, "Books are keys to wisdom's treasure; Books are gates to the lands of pleasure; Books are
friends. Come and let us read." What a marvelous and simple poem that tells everything that
needs to be said about books.4l

The library granted amnesty for overdue books during the week of March 3-9. 1968.
Readers of The Huntsville Times article on March 3 were encouraged to look in their cars, behind
refrigerators, under davenports, and even in their bookcases (a strange place for a library book)
for overdue books. There will be NO overdue fines under this one-week program.4

Carolyn Callahan's Ex Libris weekly articles in The Huntsville Times were worthy of
emulation and quotation. The article she wrote on March 24,1968 would lose much of its value
if it were only paraphrased, so it shall be quoted in full because it captured the spirit of the
dedicated genealogist.

"Library Acquiring Mass of Material For Genealogy. The funeral was hardly
over when Bessie Russell set out to acquire the 'most extensive collection of genealogical
papers in existence' from the estate of Mrs. Howard Jones of Huntsville for the local
history room of the Huntsville Public Library.

Mrs. Jones and her sister, Mrs. Pauline Gandrud, had spent years scouring
county records, tombstones, letters and newspapers and recording the data. They has
amassed nearly 300 volumes of records, many of them the only ones in existence.

This treasure trove has tongues hanging out as far east as Virginia, as news of
Mrs. Russell's coup spreads among those whose passion is climbing their ancestral tree.
The local genealogical buffs are so thrilled at the prospect of having this material
available at the public library, that they have quietly gone about raising $772.78 to date,
to help the library pay for the papers.

However, according to library director, Richard Covey, the papers as yet do not
belong to the library and therefore are not available to anyone. Probate proceeding must
be completed before the sale can take place. In the meantime, the papers are being
housed at the library under Mrs. Russell's fiercely protective gaze.

Even after completion of the sale, it may be some time before the papers are
ready for public perusal.

A number of them may require retyping or being put in some more lasting form.
They are currently typewritten papers in Manila folders separated according to counties.
Some of the pages are copies and are readily legible.

Still and all, Mrs. Russell calls it, 'A feather in our cap! This is the sort of
collection one generally finds only in large libraries." Judging by the letters of
congratulations pouring into the library, there are plenty of others who think so, too.
More than one person has ruefully admitted that he wishes he had gotten there first, and
if the library (heaven forbid) should decide not to purchase the papers after all, let him
know."43
The local history room actually began when Mrs. Martha (Mattie) Darwin willed her

private library to the Huntsville Library. She was the Huntsville Library's librarian from 1917 to
1943. Mrs. H.C. "Bessie" Russell, director of the local history room since 1945, was warm, witty,
interesting, and interested in everything.44 [Writers are not supposed to overuse "interesting"
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without saying why by use of another word. But, interesting covers a multitude of writing sins,
because it is not always possible to discover or make up a reason why a person or thing is
interesting. A person is attracted to it, by sight, sound, or touch, perhaps without knowing why
at the time. Itis just a good descriptive word. That is interesting.]

Bessie Russell was always on the lookout for any papers, books, letters, and other
material that might be thrown out of attics or because of moving. She wanted to look at it to
determine if it had historical value. In this business, history and historical value are in the eye of
the beholder. She started as a night librarian in 1947 in the old Carnegie Library. There was no
local history room as such, but she collected newspaper clippings. She said, "People laughed
and said that wasn't history but I told them that anything that happened yesterday is history.
Things that happened around '47 and on up to the coming of Redstone Arsenal is what people
are vitally interested in."%

Bessie Russell imparted three jewels of wisdom to folks who visit a library:

« Children need tradition, and they need to know where it came from.

< Do not get started with your family tree and its history unless you want to get
addicted.

< Finding one small fact about an ancestor can send you off on a great new
historical adventure.%6

The oldest book held in the Huntsville-Madison Public Library was a Holy Bible, printed
in 1580 by Jacob Stoer. It was printed in French and was a Huguenot Bible, that is, a French
Protestant. Huguenots were adherents of a Swiss political movement named after Besancon
Hugues, 1532. The Bible was 11 x 15 &1/2 x 4 inches. The stiff cover was loose, as were many of
the pages. The verso of the cover had the handwritten words, "Catherine Trachy 1787," which
was assumed to be one of the probably many owners over time. The cover and pages are
raggedy and well worn, as you would be if you were 424 years old. The cover still had one of
the two metal latches that were used to keep the Bible closed. Jacob Stoer was best known for
inheriting Jacques Dupuys Dictionaire Frangois-Latin of 1573 and republishing it as Grand
Dictionaire Frangois-Latin several times between 1593 and 1606.47

The Alabama Library Association once again convened in Huntsville for its annual
convention, which was held April 25-27, 1968 at the Sheraton Motor Inn. There were over 400
librarians in attendance to listen, to attend meetings and see the latest in library equipment,
binding techniques, encyclopedias and other published materials. The keynote speaker at the
first general assembly was Carl Elliott, former representative from Alabama's Seventh
Congressional District. When in Congress, Elliott was instrumental in the enactment of
legislation benefiting libraries. He was on the President's Commission on Public Libraries and
was an honorary life member of the Alabama Library Association. The theme of the conference
was LSD - Library Services Daring, Distinctive, and Dynamic. That was also the era when LSD
meant more than library services.

Amidst the state activities, two local events were featured, the dedication of the new
Joseph F. Drake Memorial Library at Alabama A&M College and the dedication of the new
bookmobile of the Huntsville Public Library. Lieutenant Governor Albert Brewer made the
dedication address at Alabama A&M.8B

"Libran/ Facing Personnel Crisis
By Carolyn Callahan, Ex Libris
Tlie Huntsznlle Times, May 5,1968
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The operation of the Oak Park Branch is on a day-to-day basis. An agreement to staff
Oak Park with AL A.U.W. volunteers during the first year of operation expired since April 27.
Since then, public library personnel have alternated shifts and days. The rent-free lease with
Oak Park developers stipulates that the branch station must be open from noon to 8 p.m.
Mondays through Saturdays.

Despite the drain on the library staff, which is making it impossible to put the
bookmobile on the street immediately, library director Richard Covey expects to keep the
branch station open as long as the developer will allow him to stay. The lease is now on a
month-to-month basis, and could be terminated if the developer needs the space.

Circulation at Oak Park runs about 100 books withdrawn a day, plus returns, reference
guestions and requests - enough to make it worth keeping Oak Park open, according to Covey.

Down at the other end of the Parkway, the Charlotte Drive branch station faces a similar
crisis when volunteers from Fleming Hills Estates Civic Association complete their commitment
to the library in August. The lease of that facility, which is not rent-free, has another year to run.

In the meantime, the main library has lost eight staff members, for various reasons, in
the past 30 days, according to Covey. He sees no prospect of an influx of experienced summer
help at this point. In fact, he knows of only one student returning to the staff when school ends,
and he's keeping his fingers crossed about that one.

People are being interviewed, but so far they are asking about 40 per cent more salary
than the library can pay, says Covey. Is he looking for volunteers? No. He's looking for
qualified personnel who are willing to work for peanuts! The prospects are not
encouraging."49 [This author's bold.]

The Friends of the Library had another used book sale on Friday and Saturday, June 7-8,
1968. Mrs. A.L. Ferranti of the Friends issued a call several weeks earlier for the membership to
bring in books suitable for sale. As one satisfied buyer explained, she would read the armload
of books she carried out, and the return them next year for resale again. That is the spirit of the
book, nothing was changed in the book from reading it, so it can be read again by new readers.
Each person will gain new enjoyment and learning from the device that keeps on giving and
advances our civilization.®

Storytelling was one of the most basic methods of instruction, from the beginning of
human endeavors. Storytelling was still the best way to introduce preschool children to books.
The Huntsville Public Library had long depended on volunteers to undertake most of the
storytelling activities. The job required a love of children and books, and some storytelling skill.
Throughout the library's history, such dedicated and skilled volunteers have made significant
contributions to our children's learning processes and instilled a love of books that will last a
lifetime. If volunteers were not available, then staff members performed the task. Books were
the memories of our culture and it was necessary that the cultural tradition continued.

Richard Covey, Director, Huntsville/Madison County Public Library, left the city on
December 31, 1968 after eight years in the position. His wife would work on the staff of newly
elected United States Senator James Allen. Richard Covey expected to find work at one of the
manv libraries in Washington, D.C. On his departure, he reflected upon some of the library's
accomplishments during his tenure. The annual book circulation increased from 270,000 to
610,000, an increase of 125 percent. The book inventory doubled to 123,000 and the budget
quadrupled to $200,000.

Many readers, including the author, have dreamed of working in a library to be around
books all day. Richard Covey put that dream into reality as he reminisced about his early life.
Reading books on the job was forbidden in that profession. But he knew he just liked spending
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his working hours surrounded by books, so he went back to school to get a degree in library
science.5l

Richard Covey, asked about his replacement, replied that the board would prefer
someone with a degree in library science, although the state of Alabama does not require it.
"Actually, the ability to fill in any capacity in an emergency is a prime requisite for a library
director." During his first years in Huntsville he often had to act as night librarian at the front
desk after a full day as director. One aspect of the director's job is salesmanship, which includes
"the ability to extract allocations from governing bodies. You have to be persuasive without
hurting your library with high pressure tactics."®

Mrs. Robert J. Lowe, chairman of the Huntsville Public Library Board, said, "The board
is working on finding a replacement but no action has been taken." Mrs. Eleanor Murphy,
assistant librarian, was selected to serve as interim director during any period of transition.33

For the second time, Eleanor Murphy assumed the title of interim director of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. The first time was in 1958-60. She hopes the interim
position will be shorter this time because she prefers her job as adult book selector to that of
administrator. She first came to the library in 1954,

"Nothing much will change,” she said in her interim position. Her job is to provide
continuity with the help of the department heads: Mrs. Ann Gooch, "one of the best reference
librarians in the country"; Mrs. Bessie Russell, "who has more local history in her head than in
all the books in the local history room"; Mrs. Helen Moore, "a newcomer, but very experienced
in circulation"; Mrs. Elizabeth Abercrombie, "who has done a masterful of holding the
children's department”; Mrs. Eugenia Morelock, the only other degreed librarian on the staff
full-time who is in charge of book processing; Mrs. Joyce Smith, who with Covey created the
department for the blind and physically handicapped, the only one in the state; and Floyd
Tidwell, longtime county bookmobile driver and librarian.

Carolyn Callahan was back at her reporting in The Huntsville Times Ex Libris column of
April 13,1969 with a fine bit of research as an opener. "In July, 1964, Mr. Frederick Smith found
in his possession a book overdue from the library at Bishop's Stortford, Herefordshire, England.
The accumulated fines were estimated to be 550 pounds sterling or $1,540," says Guinness Book
of World Records. The Huntsville library would always rather to have the book than the
overdue fine. Amnesty will be granted to anyone returning library property of whatever nature
during National Library Week, April 12-26,1969. No fines will be imposed, no questions asked.
Please return it to any library branch, bookmobiles, or school libraries.%

Mrs. RJ. Lowe, chairman of the library board of trustees, announced that Elbert J.
Watson, director of the Anniston-Calhoun County Public Library System, would be appointed
direction of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, effective, July 1, 1969. Watson, a
native of Birmingham, has been with the Anniston-Calhoun County library system since 1966.
He had a master's degree in history from the University of Oklahoma and a master of library
science from George Peabody College in Nashville, Tennessee. His salary was $12,500 per year
and he was furnished a car.

He had done extensive historical writing, as his articles have appeared in various
journals including the Alabama Review, Alabama Historical Quarterly, Chronicles of Oklahoma, and
Tennessee Historical Review. He was a member of the Alabama Library Association, Southeastern
Library Association, and American Library Association.

Watson regarded the Huntsville-Madison County system as "one of the most
challenging opportunities for library service in the Southeast today. It is obvious that the
Huntsville-Madison County system is part of the spirited movement for expanded library
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service sweeping the South today. We will endeavor to meet the challenging opportunities
which are ours in this great North Alabama area."%

The following editorial was printed in the Anniston Star on May 5,1969:

"Elbert Watson in his stay with us here gave a full measure of himself as director
of the Anniston-Calhoun County Public Library, and the news reports of his resignation
detailed the many accomplishments of his tenure.

His professional achievements, however, are but a partial inventory of the works
of the man, for Mr. Watson and his wife joined fully in the life of the community and
participated usefully and enthusiastically in the efforts and programs of local life.

Good citizens are treasured assets and are sorely lost, but we take comfort that in
moving to Huntsville the Watson family is not lost to Alabama. As director of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, we expect to continue hearing of the
effective work of Elbert Watson."

The Charlotte Drive Library Branch will now be completely staffed by paid personnel,
after almost a year of a mix of volunteers and paid people. It was staffed by only volunteers
during its first year.%

During the summer of 1969 five metropolitan newspapers were added to the library's
subscription list: The Washington Post, The Montgomery Advertiser, The Houston Post, The Los
Angeles Times, and The Chicago Tribune. Mrs. Bessie Russell, the local historian librarian,
continued her search for a picture of Green Academy, "one of the earliest academies of higher
learning east of the Alleghenies," which stood on the land which is now the location of East
Clinton Street School.5/

Elbert Watson's first five months as director was marked by expansion in the library's
programs: story telling for youngsters in the Heritage Room; in the art, movies, slide, and
record collections; in ready reference materials; and in all phases of the library's activities.

Watson expressed some definite goals for the library, "A progressive library should
reflect the personality of the community. It must be involved in the mainstream of community
activities...not an island set apart. | want the public to think of the library as a place keeping
pace with the times."

Watson established a collection of 8- and 16-millimeter films to be circulated like books.
Some of the 8 mm films include Laurel and Hardy movies, the Tunney vs Dempsey fights, and
the moon landing. Color 35-millimeter slides have been collected also.

The department for the blind and physically handicapped was popular and was
constantly being added to. Braille and large print books as well as talking books have opened a
new world for the area'’s visually handicapped.

Watson also added $4,000 of microfilm, to include the Federal Census records for
Alabama from 1820 through 1880, several historical publications and The New York Times.

The library's "Peppermint Princess" entertained pre-schoolers on Monday afternoons
from 4 to 4:30 and children 6 to 8 years old on Thursdays at the same time. Advance
reservations for these periods must be made at the main desk. Library volunteers tell stories to 4
to 6 year olds on Wednesdays between 10 and 11 a.m. and on Fridays from 11 to noon.

Watson predicted that in spite of the library’s progress, the central building would be
unable to provide all of the services which require the community requires. "We need a strong
library system. We now have two branches to serve the more than 204,000 people of Huntsville-
Madison County. We need more than that. Ultimately, if the population continues to grow
methodically, we will need at least six branches. This won't come overnight, but it should be the
aim of the community."
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The state standard is two books available for each person in a county. Madison County
should have approximately 400,000 books, but has about 123,000.

Various women's organizations have helped the library to obtain a bookmobile, to open
the Oak Park Branch in the shopping center at the intersection of Memorial Parkway and
Oakwood Avenue, and to buy books. The Friends of the Library sponsored the Peppermint
Princess program and purchased an outside drop recently.

Watson feels the library had received "broad community support from various
community groups. There is a wholesome attitude on the part of the city fathers, and we have a
very cooperative board."5/

Story hours were offered at the main library and the Oak Park Branch in November
1969. The weekly schedule at the main library consisted of the Peppermint Princess telling
stories to children 4-6 years, 10-11 a.m. on Monday; Thursday it was Sara McDaris at 10-11 a.m.
for 4-6 years old; and Peppermint Princess for ages 6-8 from 4-4:40 p.m. At Oak Park, Mrs.
Wallace Jones held sway for ages 4-6 every Wednesday at 10-11 a.m.

The library director, Elbert Watson gave capsule book reviews on radio station WFIX, 5
days a week at 10:05 a.m., 1:05 and 10:05 p.m.

The Friends of the Library conducted a successful annual membership drive, as 331
supporters contributed $1152 in fees. The fees were the contributions above the $2 membership,
as the money goes for the purchase of books. The friends' executive board supplied and
decorated, with the staff's help, the library's first float for the annual Christmas parade which
introduced the Peppermint Princess to the children of Huntsville, The board also paid for one of
the library's two new drops.®

A typical bookmobile schedule for August 1969 follows:

"County Bookmobile

e Tuesday: Hubert's Store, 11 a.m.

e New Market checkoff truck, noon

< Plevna, Johnson's store, 2:30 p.m.

< Moore's Mill Road, M&M Supermarket. 3 p.m.
< Wednesday: Gurley, Hewlett's Store, 10 a.m.

= Hurricane, Bragg's Store. 11 a.m.

< Maysville, Harbin and Sharpe, noon

< Thursday: Madison, Humphrey's Store, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

= Madison Center, 10:30 a.m.-noon
= Harvest, Mrs. Durham's Grocery, 1 p.m.

< Friday: Monte Sano, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

City Bookmobile

< Monday: Northwest YMCA, 1 to 5:30 p.m.

= Harris Home, 6 to 7 p.m.

Tuesday: Triana Boulevard and Drake Avenue, 1 to 4:30 p.m.
< Rose and Ninth Avenue, 5to 7 p.m.

Wednesday: Limon and Gunnison Swimming Pool, 1 to 5 p.m.
e TP Grocery, Mountain Gap, 5:50 to 7:30 p.m.

Thursday: Sherwood Park Swimming Pool, 1 to 7 p.m.

Friday: St, Barkley Day Care Center, Norwood, 1 to 4: 30 p.m.
« Lincoln Boys Club, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m."&
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On December 12, 1969, Elbert Watson, library director, officially changed the name of
the local history room to the Heritage Room. Watson gave an impressive talk on the importance
of our heritage. He emphasized our collective responsibility for preserving and transmitting
American ideals. He stressed the pronoun "we" in our documents such as, "We hold these
truths to be self-evident.” And "We the people of the United States." Attending the ceremony
were mayor Joe Davis, county commissioner James Record's representative, Mrs. Richard
Gilliam, Mrs. R.J. Lowe, chairman of the library board, members of the library staff, the
Historical Society, and several Friends of the Library who served refreshments. Watson was
prescient, because he added many materials, but he recognized that an increasing number of
Huntsville residents were not born in Alabama. Today the genealogical materials cover much of
the United States and the early immigration years.6l

The heritage room procedures were written out so it helped the employees to better
serve the customers. They are repeated here because they also identify the holdings of that era.
Perhaps they will help future visitors to the heritage room find their way around it easier.

"Historical

(a) Alabama

(b) Confederate

(¢) Indians

(d) Other States

All books are catalogued and filed by number and author within the number. Look
in catalogue files for name and author of book to find location on shelf.

Owen's History of Alabama is a quick reference. Vols. | & Il are for non-biographical
subjects and Vols. Il & IV are biographical.

Alabama Encyclopedia is a quick reference for most Alabama subjects.

Pickett's History is for quick reference on Alabama Indians.

Betts History of Huntsville and Taylors History of Madison County reference for this
area.

Files are arranged alphabetically on Alabama, Madison County and Huntsville
materials. Index to material is in front of "Madison County" drawer.

Genealogical

Have books containing genealogical material from many states. Look in catalogue
files.

If a person wishes to start his family search: ask how much he knows? Who were his
grandparents? Where did they live? See if they are in the census of that county. (Book
showing how to put reel on machine is in front of desk drawer.)

If the ancestor lived in Alabama give them the Jones books for that county or look in
Alabama County book. Can find number by looking in files.

If family has been traced back to early 1800s look in 1790 census books and find
which county this family lived in. Search books of that county.

In files have Huntsville Times from 1928. Some very early 1800 newspapers, located
in last cabinet by window.

Census records in cabinets labeled with state and year.

In cabinet behind desk are found early newspapers from other states; Cherokee
newspaper, Ala. Confederate Soldiers, Church records & etc.

Index Books

Index to Confederate Military and Naval Records is in second drawer from top in
gray filing cabinets at end of files.



Swem's Index to Virginia Records is filed with Virginia books. (Dr. E.G. Swem's
Index is the authoritative record of all family names in the United States)

Most all books have index in back.

Nothing in room checks out without Mr. Watson's permission, (author's italics) If he gives
permission it may be checked out, write in checkout book author, title and accession
number, date checked out, name, address and telephone of borrowers

Nothing in files checks out.

Memorial Books

Take name of person giving the book, name of person given in memory of, name and
address of person to whom the card is to be sent. Ask how much they wish to pay for book.
Refer to Mrs. Murphy's office.

Interlibrary Loan

Take the person's name, address and telephone number. Write down the film or book
(author and title.) Turn information over to Mrs. Talbert."6l

The room arrangement and size have changed from the 1970s era if you go into the
heritage room of the year 2000 era.

A workshop on local history and genealogy was held at the library November 8,1969. It
was sponsored jointly by the Huntsville Historical Society, the Tennessee Valley Genealogical
Society, and the library. There were two speakers in the morning. Milo Howard, director of the
Alabama Department of Archives and History spoke of "The State Agency's Role in Preserving
Historical and Genealogical Records." Walter Jordan, Director of Archives and Records
Management for the State of Tennessee, discussed "The Tennessee County Records
Microfilming Program - the Preservation of Genealogy and Local History." W. Warner Floyd,
executive director of the Alabama Historical Commission, addressed the group over lunch on
"Historic Preservation Projects in Alabama." The afternoon session featured Wilbur Hembold,
director, Harwell Goodwin Davis Library, Samford University, on the subject, "The Library as a
Repository in Genealogy and Local History."&

The 1960s was a good decade for the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. A new
and larger main library building was now in place and two single-purpose branch library
buildings were instituted. Two energetic professional librarians led the way toward increased
public support of the library system. A higher plateau of library services was available to the
surrounding area.
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Chapter 7

Cooperized?

"Toforbid us anything is to make us have a mindfor it."

Montaigne, 16thcentury essayist
100 Banned Books, Censorship Histories of World Literature

"Cooperizing the Library Stirs Immediate Storm" read the title to The Huntsville Times'
Letters to the Editor section on December 3, 1967. E. Cantey Cooper, Assistant City Attorney,
recently asked Richard Covey, Director, Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, to remove
from circulation Norman Mailer's book, Why We Are In Vietnam? [Author's note: | played tennis
doubles weekly with Cantey Cooper during 1985-6, with no knowledge of this event.]

The Book Bombshell hit Huntsville in the Friday, December 1, 1967 issue of The
Huntsville Times. "Book Banned By Attorney” was the column heading of a story broken by Jim
Wooten, Times Staff Writer. Cooper, now deceased, received a call from the police department
and a complaint from a city employee about the book. Cooper found the book to be
"objectionable, vulgar, obscene and unfit for public consumption.” Acting on his own without
the knowledge of either the mayor or the city attorney, Cooper took the action after a city
employee brought him a copy.

Mayor Glenn Hearn discussed the situation with Cooper and decided to give him the
"the full backing of the city." Hearn said the matter had not been brought to him prior to the
Cooper's action because he did not believe it was important enough to do so. That was a serious
misjudgment.

Mayor Hearn was asked if that was "censorship” and he replied, "it is no way a matter
of censoring the library books. It is a matter of cooperation. Mr. Cooper has done a fine job in
keeping the shelves of our book stores and magazine shops clean and I'm behind him 100
percent in this situation, too." The mayor also said that if there are other questionable books on
library shelves that they should also be removed.

Mayor Hearn characterized the book as "...nothing but trash according to everyone l've
talked to about it." Hearn admitted that he had not read the book. Cooper said that he had not
read the book but "skimmed it enough to know it isn't the kind of thing we want in our
library."

Richard Covey, the librarian, said he complied with Cooper's request because, "...the
library is an agency of the city, financed by the city and controlled by the city." Covey also said
he would not have removed the book on the basis of his own judgments, but he agreed with
Cooper that it contains "unnecessarily shocking language." Covey cited two books that have
been taken from the shelves of many libraries because someone objected to the content: Mark
Twain's Hucklebernj Finn and Pearl Buck's The Good Earth.

Covey further cited several controversial books currently in the library: The Tropic of
Cancer, The Tropic of Capricorn, Catcher in the Rye, Lolita, Lady Chatterly's Lover, Fanny Hill, Peyton
Place, and Battle Cry.1 Times writer Jim Wooten's article the next day had a quote from an
interview with Norman Mailer, "One instant of that war in Vietham where we're burning
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children is more obscene than all the books pulled off all the library shelves by all the city
attorneys, greedy for publicity, in the U.S.A."

Mrs. Jane K. Lowe, Chairman, Huntsville Public Library Board, said she was surprised
and shocked by the removal of the book. The board does not make decisions on what books
shall or shall not be offered for circulation in the library. "That is Mr. Covey's job and we have
complete confidence in his ability. | believe we are most fortunate to have him at the head of
our library program.” Covey said that if there were a demand for the book he would return it to
the shelves to be as equally responsive to the public opinion as he had been to Cooper's
opinion.2 Thus ended the second day of the controversy, featured by Jim Wooten's stories on
December 1&2,1967.

The third day of the banned book issue was Sunday, December 3, a traditional day for
greater length articles by newspapers and editorials. Jim Wooten's article headlined that Cantey
Cooper was studying the possibility of a movie review board for Huntsville. Cooper had helped
draft an obscenity ordinance last summer and spearheaded a crackdown on the sale of girlie
magazines at local shops and stores. Cooper said he believed a citizen's group is preparing to
approach the city council about the establishment of a movie review board. Mayor Glenn Hearn
described Cooper as "the city's expert on obscene literature." It is assumed that Hearn was only
referring to those employed by the city that he knew of. Norman Mailer, in his earlier interview,
had described Cooper as "greedy for publicity."3

The Huntsville Times Sunday editorial for December 3,1967 will be quoted in its entirety.
Under its byline on the editorial page were the following words: "For Truth, Progress and
Independence."

"Mauling Mailer

Faulty judgment rather than book-burning is the issue, at this moment, in the case of
Norman Mailer's controversial "Why We Are In Vietnam?” But the issue needs to be illuminated
here and now and the point made bluntly that no city official - neither Assistant City Attorney
Cantey Cooper, who requested the book's removal, nor Mayor Glenn Hearn, who said he
approves of Cooper's action - has the authority or the competence to decide what Huntsvillians
shall read and what they shall not read.

The city has a competent professional librarian whose responsibility it is to provide the
broadest possible literary fare for the patrons of the public library. In discussing the case of the
Mailer opus, Mr. Richard Covey pointed out that books for the library are selected, not on the
basis of his personal preferences but upon criteria of literary value and popular appeal.

The preferences of individual readers, Mr. Cooper and Mr. Hearn included, certainly are
proper subjects for discussion with Mr. Covey, if they wish to bring them to his attention - as
sometime users of the library.

But their likes and dislikes should carry no more weight with the librarian in the
exercise of his professional judgment than mine or thine. And he certainly ought not be
subjected to the kind of inferred official pressure that was represented in Cooper's request for
removal of the Mailer volume.

This, of course, is not to recommend Mr. Mailer's latest screed to the casual reader. The
language is foul from the first page to the last and will repulse many readers; but in the context
it is plausible. Mr. Mailer is, nonetheless, a talented and compelling literary figure whose works
belong in any good library. This one, however, would require special handling and circulation
to a mature audience only.
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The danger inherent in this episode was stressed in Mayor Hearn's assertion that 'other
guestionable' books should be removed from the library shelves, too, if they are any there.
"Questionable" is hardly a precise evaluation of the literary worth of a book.

And the question that must immediately arise is who shall make the determination.

The answer simply is that the librarian, the professional the city employed for this
purpose, shall make the decisions. And he should be allowed to make them free of extraneous
pressures. He has, over the past seven years, demonstrated the soundness of his judgment and
will, we may be sure, continue to do so, despite the momentary lapses that caused him to put
Mailer's latest on the shelf in the first place and then to succumb to the urging of an official who
was acting out of turn."

The Sunday Letters to the Editor contained the results of two quick-acting citizen
respondents. E.A. Worden, Huntsville, sent the following telegram to Mayor Hearn,
"RECOMMEND YOU AND OTHER CITY EMPLOYES (sic) SPEND MORE TIME
BALANCING BUDGET THAN CENSORING LITERATURE."

Thomas E. Loughead, Huntsville, wrote an open letter to the mayor, "...Who are you,
Mr. Mayor, to decide what | am to obtain to read? By what criteria do you and Mr. Cooper
decide what is fit and unfit for my consumption?"4

Monday, December 4, brought new information. Richard Covey, Librarian, announced
that Mailer's book would go back on the shelf. Another citizen's (anonymous) response to the
controversy was printed in Monday's paper:

"The Question

A BALLAD OF CANTEY COOPER

A four-lettered word is a **** **** thing, And though I'm self-appointed

I'm well equipped to judge a book. For | am self-annointed.

How many four letters may one book have, And still stay on the shelf?

That's a blank blank thing to ask of me, Who am only a righteous self.

One small d—n and a low-key dam, Are, some hold, quite emulsive,

But three blanks in a row plus asterisks Are (delete) (delete) repulsive."5

The dawning of yet another day in this controversy brought new information in Jim
Wooten's column for Wednesday, December 5. Huntsville's bookstores are sold out of Mailer's
book, and the public is asking for more copies. Richard Covey said he will return the book to
circulation when he receives 25 letters demanding that it be done, and he knows of at least 25
folks who are doing so. It was not clear where the number 25 came from, or whether there is
anything magical about it or whether it comes library standard procedures.

Cooper now feels he was acting more as a private citizen than a representative of the city
when he made the request. But he admitted that "in practical terms" he supposed what he did
was an official act. He continued to backpedal saying his request could be considered as
nothing more than the expression of any other Huntsville citizen. Well, which is it??? Cooper
then said it was, he supposed, more personal than professional. He had no plans to keep the
book from being sold in bookstores.6

The Huntsville Times on December 5 printed nine letters to the editor, the section called
"Go Tell It on The Mountain." At the bottom was this item:

"Essays for Contemplation
THE LETTERS to the editor appearing on this page represent every mailed
communication on the subject concerned which The Times has received at deadline time
for today's editorial page.
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We cannot recall a case where a similar number of letters has exhibited a
percentage so predominantly backing the pro or con of such a forum topic.

The letters seem to speak forcefully enough.

They should provide plenty for contemplation and soul-searching by those who
feel that Huntsville is in dire need of spoon-feeding."

The letters printed were 7 to 2 against Cooper's solution to the issue. Only one of those
letters will be quoted here.
"Mr. Editor, please tell this one to the mountain.

At the tender age of 13, my fellow-students and | contributed to a ‘clean-sing'
public bonfire fed by books from our junior high school library. The German
government had decided what was 'good' for us.

At the age of 25, | came to the United States and had an opportunity to slowly
grasp the meaning of this fire. Now that | am nearly twice the 25, | do not require the
least bit of governmental assistance on such matters.

If there is a need in Huntsville refresher courses on the subject of 'Free Country,'
there are quite a few immigrants qualified and available to teach graduate-level evening
classes.

WALTER WEISMAN, Huntsville"

Walter Weisman was a member of the Wernher von Braun rocket team, which came
from Germany to the United States and eventually ended up in Huntsville

For the benefit of the majority of the readers of this history who think World War Il is
ancient history, | offer this important explanation of Walter Weisman's letter. The following is a
guotation from William L. Shirer's book, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich:

"On the evening of May 10, 1933, some four and a half months after Hitler
became Chancellor, there occurred in Berlin a scene which had not been witnessed in the
Western world since the late Middle Ages. At about midnight a torchlight parade of
thousands of students ended at a square on Unter den Linden opposite the University of
Berlin. Torches were put to a huge pile of books that had been gathered there, and as the
flames enveloped them more books were thrown on the fire until some twenty thousand
books had been consumed. Similar scenes took place in several other cities. The book
burning had begun.

Many of the books tossed into the flames in Berlin that night by the joyous
students under the approving eye of Dr. Goebbels had been written by authors of world
reputation. They included, among German writers, Thomas and Heinrich Mann, Leon
Feuchtwanger, Jacob Wassermann, Arnold and Stefan Zweig, Erich Maria Remarque,
Walther Rathenau, Albert Einstein, Alfred Kerr and Hugo Preuss, the last named being
the scholar who had drafted the Weimar Constitution. But not only the works of dozens
of German writers were burned. A good many foreign authors were also included: Jack
London, Margaret Sanger, H.G. Wells, Havelock Ellis, Arthur Schnitzler, Freud, Gide,
Zola, Proust. In the words of a student proclamation, any book was condemned to the
flames 'which acts subversively on our future or strikes at the root of German thought,
the German home and the driving forces of our people..'

Dr. Goebbels, the new Propaganda Minister, who from now on was to put
German culture into a Nazi straitjacket, addressed the students as the burning books
turned to ashes. 'The soul of the German people can again express itself. These flames
not only illuminate the final end of an old era; they also light up the new.'
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The new Nazi era of German culture was illuminated not only by the bonfires of
books and the more effectwe, if less symbolic, measures of proscribing the sale or library
circulation ofhundreds ofvolumes and the publishing of many new ones, but the regimentation
of culture on a scale which no modem Western nation had ever experienced."7 (author's
italics)

On Thursday December 6, another letter to the editor: "LET THEM REMEMBER. Hear
Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye and shades of Mein Kampf. (My Struggle, by Adolf Hitler) ...I sentence
these gentlemen (Cooper and Hearn) to review recent Supreme Court decisions and to sit for
hour on end viewing newsreels of the 1930s showing Fascist and Communist book burning.
B.L.TICKLIN, Huntsville"9 Book burning has a long history as one of the ways to subjugate
populations by destroying their culture. Emperor Qin Shi Huang burned books in 213 B.C. Qin,
pronounced "chin", was the first man to unify China (221 B.C.), which takes his name. He was
also responsible for the renowned Terra-cotta warriors, which were his soldiers. The Vikings,
who invaded the British Isles during the second half of the first millennium C.E., destroyed
books in the monasteries and killed monks because they resented a culture superior to the
Viking's.

During the Enlightenment period in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries,
conqguerors became interested in liberating (stealing) the books of the losers. They became
prized possessions of the winners, and many of the finest libraries in Europe today take pride in
their core holdings that came from another country and in a foreign language.

In the middle of the 19th century, Heinrich Heine, the famous German poet, wrote,
"Where books are burned, people will be burned." His prophetic words preceded the Nazi
Holocaust of the Jews by 100 years.

Book banning was usually in one of four general categories, political, religious, sexual,
or social. Religious books have been banned since the beginning of Christianity. The Catholic
Church maintained An Index of Forbidden Books from 1559 until 1966. Further reading on the
subject can be found in 100 Banned Books, by Nicholas J. Karolides, et al., 1999, although there
are other books on the subject.

On December 8,1967 The Huntsville Times had this to say:

"In an almost unprecedented stream, letter(s) from readers concerning the case of
the book removed from the public library have arrived at The Times.

It speaks well indeed for the community concern of every one who has written,
no matter whether he has defended or protested removal of the volume. Many have
phrased their opinions well, and the time spent in earnest attempts to make their points
obviously has been considerable.

The time seems overdue, however, to dispense with further publication of letters
on this topic. Even the most spirited of debates grows wearisome to the readers, and the
basic issues appear to have been well established by now.

A tally made yesterday indicates that the ratio of letters objecting to book-
removals and-or the wisdom of censorship at the municipal level has been
approximately five to one."9
On December 10, The Times printed one more letter of the subject. This letter was from

the Friends of the Huntsville Public Library to Mrs. Jane K. Lowe, chairman of the library board
of the Huntsville Public Library:

"Dear Mrs. Lowe,

The Friends of the Huntsville Public Library are a volunteer organization whose
purposes are 'to promote the interest of the Public Library and thereby, the people it
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serves; to enlarge the facilities and expand the services of the Library; to work, counsel

and cooperate with the Library Board, the City Council of Huntsville and the Board of

County Commissioners and thereby, foster the progress and goals of the Library.'

We, the board of directors, regret the recent controversy over a book in the
Huntsville Public Library. We strongly believe that the operation of the Huntsville
Public Library should be the sole responsibility of the director of the library in
conjunction with the library board.

We, the Friends, support the above statement and wish to exert every effort to
unite the members of this community to aid in preventing any individual or groups of
individuals from hampering the operations of the Huntsville Public Library in fulfilling
its duty to the citizens of Huntsville and Madison County.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT B. SMITH, President

Friends of the Huntsville Public Library"10
Well, Folks, I've saved the best to last, but that is also the way it came out

chronologically. It's Sunday, December 10, 1967, and time for Carolyn Callahan's Sunday
column, Ex Libris, in The Huntsville Times. Remember, the book banning issue broke in the
afternoon paper on a Friday, nine days ago. Carolyn's column probably got scrubbed at that
time. But she more than makes up for it. My favorite Ex Libris columnist has outdone herself
with this effort. For my younger readers, she wrote a parody on the main theme of The Music
Man, which came out only five years before. | hope you enjoy it as much as | did quoting it.

"Dirtiest Word For a Reader: 'Censorship'

Well, Folks, we got trouble in River City. Yes, Sir, we got dirty books; books like
Chaucer, Rabelais, and Balzac! And Lawrence, Miller and Mailer. Yes, Sir, we got Trouble, and
that starts with T and rhymes with C, and that stands for Censorship. And that, Folks, is a dirty
word!

Yes, we got Trouble. We got an assistant district attorney and the mayor banning books
they ain't even read. Course no politician can afford to admit he's read a book that ain't fit to
read. Not many of 'em want it known they've read ANY books, 'cept maybe the Bible. There are
those who think the Bible gets a bit earthy in places. I've even heard some authors say that they
quote from the Bible in cases where they're trying to establish in court whether or not a book's
fit for the library or the local bookstores.

Yes, Sir, we got Trouble. We got people clamoring to read a book that's all over the front
pages of the press and on TV without having to go out and buy it for $4.95. We've got a library
director who can't get his work done for answering telephone calls from people who want to
get the book back on the shelves before the assistant city attorney and the mayor start making it
a habit to ban every 'questionable' book they ain't read. We've got an author rubbing his hands
with glee because his 'trashy' book is getting thousands of dollars worth of free publicity. The
whole mess'll probably be in TIME next week.

Yes, Sir, we got Trouble. How we gonna keep the old ones moral after school if we Tow
these dirty books to creep into our public library? Don't somebody read all 30,000 books
published every year? Can't they put all those ‘'questionable’ ones on a certain shelf and let
honest, upright, men of good character who ain't likely to be tainted by 'shocking language'
take'em out? Course there is a little red band on the back of some of the books to show that
somebody over at the American Lending Library Company thought these books might offend
somebody. But maybe not everybody knows about that little red band, and then that's only on
the new books for a few months while so many people want to read 'em.

118



There's lots of old books in the library that don't have anything on the cover 'cept the
author's name and title. You'd just about have to READ them to know whether or not they're
offensive. Most people probably have forgotten when Mark Twain and Dickens used to raise
some eyebrows. | even had a librarian tell me one time | was too young to read "Heidi."

Yes, we got Trouble. The question is, are we gonna let the mayor, the assistant city
attorney or any other aspiring politician tell what we can and what we can't read? Or are we
gonna be our own censors?

Are we gonna get Mr. Mailer back on the library shelf so he don't make a fortune on
book sales in Huntsville, Ala.?

Yes, Sir, the question is: who's saving us from what, and for how long? And what's he
gonna save us from next?"1l

Bravo, Carolyn.
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Chapter 8

Outreach and Controversy

"A true university of these days is a collection ofhooks”

Thomas Carlyle, "The Hero as Man of Letters"
On Heroes and Hero Worship (1841)

The decade of the 1970s began with the director's assessment of the state of the library.
As stated in the introduction, each director was in a different position from his/her predecessor
and had different motivations and professional goals. They cannot be compared with each other
easily. Elbert Watson's six-month assessment quoted below tells many stories, and was the only
one of its type that this author found. I have italicized some words for special attention by the
readers, in order to highlight elements of Watson's words that provide clues to his tenure as
director.

"SIX MONTHS REPORT TO THE LIBRARY BOARD

Having concluded six months of service as Director of the Huntsville-Madison County Public
Library System, it seems that this is a good time to report on the various accomplishments and
changes which have taken place in the library system during this period, and also to project our
thinking ahead to see what might yet be accomplished

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Thus far | have placed Public Relations at the top of my priority list, because it seemed that
the Board was vitally interested in a better community-wide image of the library. These are
some of the things which | feel constitute solid accomplishments. Your Director has personally
addressed a dozen or more local clubs such as the Kiwanis Club, Lions Club, Exchange Club,
Sertoma, Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society, Huntsville Historical Society, Twickenham
DAR, Virginia Clay Clopton UDC Chapter, and various smaller clubs and organizations.

I have dealt directly with both local newspapers, radio station WFIX, and all three
television stations. Out of these contacts have come, | feel, improved coverage of the library
through the news media. Both the "Times" and the "News" have given us ample coverage upon
request and sometimes without it. The state edition of the Birmingham "Post Herald" has
carried feature stories on the library twice and the Birmingham "News" once. WFIX gives us
free time for a daily capsule book review. | have been interviewed on all three television
stations and appeared once statewide on the ETV channel.

From the very beginning, | have conscientiously tried to build an image in this community
of your Library Director as a professional citizen. As time and ability have permitted me, 1 do not
recall one instance when | backed away from an opportunity to enlarge my own sphere of influence, and
to thus represent the library as an integral part of community life.

IMPROVEMENTS ON THE BUILDING

A glaring need last spring was the deteriorating appearance of our library building, and
the general displacement of certain departments and portions of the library collections. Most of
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the fiction material is now concentrated near the main entrance to the building, thus providing
easier accessibility to the general readers who wish to spend only a few minutes in the library.
The unsightly periodical racks, with the magazines hanging limply in them, have been moved
to the western side of the main reading room where, at least, it is possible to eliminate some of
the cluttered up appearance which once greeted patrons upon entering the library. Plastic
binders have been added to most of the periodicals to keep them in an upright position. Three
racks were eliminated by simply placing the magazines closer together.

On the second floor of the building, the former conference room is now the story hour
room. The Local History Room was moved from the northeastern corner of the building to the
southeast and renamed the Huntsville Heritage Room. The Children's Department, formerly
located in this room, was moved to the Technical Services Department and renamed the Young
Readers Room. The Technical Services Department was moved downstairs to the basement. As
a result of these changes the following improvements have been noted:

The Huntsville Heritage Room is provided with 80% more floor space and is more
accessible to its patrons; the Young Readers Department is provided with 50% more floor space
and is more accessible to its patrons; the Technical Services Department, although its quarters
are not impressive in appearance, is more accessible to the arrival of library materials which
must be processed.

Other building improvements include the following:

(1) The downstairs area and the Young Readers Department have been given new coats of
paint.

(2) Vinyl wall fabric of an impressive quality has been placed in the upstairs hallways, the story
hour room, auditorium, and the Huntsville Heritage Room.

(3) Wall paneling has been added to the Director's and Assistant Director's offices.

(4) Orders have also been placed for lounge furniture and additional shelving. Once this
equipment arrives, the general appearance of the building will be further enhanced.

EXTENSION DEPARTMENT ADDED

Previously, our organizational structure had several interesting arrangements, one of
which was placing of bookmobile, branches, reference, and circulation under one heading. In
September an Extension Department became a separate entity in the library organization. A
weakness in our earlier extension work is noted by the fact that last year we only circulated
approximately 5,000 books through our county deposit stations. For this small service, we paid
one employee $4,500, which, combined with other expenses, meant that we spent over $5,000 to
circulate 5,000 books. This seems to be a rather small return on our investment. In assessing the
counti/ situation, we decided to eliminate the deposit stations in favor of regidar bookmobile stops.
Although a few county patrons will be inconvenienced by this change, it is believed that in time
they will realize the value in having a much wider selection of library materials available from
the bookmobile. The extension department is presently investigating the possibility of placing a
book deposit in the Juvenile Detention Home and Harris Home. It is hoped that branch libraries
will one day constitute one of the strong arms ofour public libran/ sewice.

LIBRARY STAFF

On a whole, | feel we have a public library staff which is above average. | have
endeavored to bring new people into the organization who are intellectually alert and personally
attractive in their appearance. Although a salary schedule was adopted by the Board last fall, we
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are not, as yet, in a position to be competitive with other professional library salaries in the area.
But | feel that overall we have a staff that is professionally competent and resourceful in their
duties.

MISCELLANEQUS ITEMS

(1) Audiovisual materials ~ We are building a large and versatile collection of microfilm,
which will be one of the best to be found in any public library in Alabama. Faced with a serious
space problem, more libraries will turn to microfilm as a solution. We are in the vanguard in
this important area with our growing collection of Huntsville "Times", New York "Times",
Federal Census Records and other important holdings. Recently we have begun adding 8mm
films, which can be circulated to library patrons and clubs for various programs and activities.

(2) Peppermint Princess —Through the Peppermint Princess we have effected a good
contact with children, some of whom have had no previous experience with the public library.
The Peppermint Princess has appeared four times on television, visited several elementary
schools, and spoken to children of members of the Huntsville Literary Association.

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

| strongly feel today, as | did last spring during my interview, that this library system
can have an outstanding future. 1 am glad that you gave me the opportunity to come here and
be a part of it. Naturally, I am a human being and | liaise certain hopes and aspirations for myself
When | think of the flexibility, which you members of the Board have exercised in this time of
transition, | feel confident that the future bodes well for all of us who are interested and
concerned for the public library. Here are some of the things which 1 hope to continue to work on in
thefuture:

(1) To build a strong reference collection in subject areas which will go beyond the fine ready reference
collection which we have at the present.

(2) Tofocus attention upon the great needfor a strong branch libran/ system.

(3) To impress upon the citizens of the county, as well as the city, how important public libran/ service
can be to them.

(4) To build a dedicated professional staff with sufficient incentive in salanj and related benefits so that
we will be second to none anywhere among our sister public libraries.

(5) To make this entire community aware of the fact that the public libranj is entitled to a place in the
mainstream ofcommunity activity ifit isgiven the opportunity.

Respectfully Submitted

Elbert Watson, Director"l

In February 1970 the library board approved a "no smoking" policy in the heritage room
of the Huntsville Public Library. This policy was long overdue for anyone who has looked into
the various means by which books and papers are degraded over time. Even second-hand
smoke will coat the top edges and spines of shelved books significantly over time. Presumably
this policy did not affect smoking in the rest of the library.2

April 14,1970 - Mrs. Roberts was elected chairman of the library board, and she would
have a long tenure in that position.

The library reached a new plateau of activities during the 1970's and 1980's, although
there were many new events and activities in the future. | discovered there was less of interest
to write up from the board minutes than in the 1940's through the 1960's. During those three
decades, the board focus was more on getting books on a small budget and trying to build up
the library services and community outreach. The 1970's and 1980's cited above had 20-25 items
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on the agenda each month, many were old business that just went on and on, but the issues
were such things as health and dental insurance, salaries, retirement, other personnel issues,
boiler problems, building maintenance, and internal environmental control. Those items were
important to the board and the library personnel, as the number of employees increased and the
work became more stratified and bureaucratic.

Sherlock Holmes, where are you when we need you? In May 1970 the library reported
that over 2,500 books have been "lost" from the main library building. From October 1969 to
May 1970, 477 books were taken and not returned from the extension department, 213 from the
Charlotte Drive Branch and 264 from the Oak Park Branch. About 1,000 of the books taken from
the main building were from the children's department. But non-returners are equal
opportunity folks. More expensive books such as reference volumes on world records, law,
medical dictionaries, investment handbooks, and works on Shakespeare were not returned,
because they were not loaned out. They were just plain stolen. All of the above books must be
replaced at additional cost, which is borne by the taxpayer, instead of adding new ones. At $4-5
per average book, that adds up to a considerable amount of money. In 1970 books were loaned
for three weeks, with no renewal program.3

The Library opened a branch at 2500 Brahan Street in the Huntsville Model Cities Area Il
facility in June 1970. Mary Nichols, Coordinator of Library Services rode the bookmobile to the
area and then knocked on doors to gather children for the weekly story hour. In the first two
months of operation, the library had 695 visitors and 864 books were withdrawn, as enthusiasm
was apparent by the response. The collection was heavy in black biography and history, and
had a great many paperbacks. The small reading room had one adult size table and chairs and
another small set for children. An overdue list was posted and a patron could not make any
more withdrawals until his name was removed from the list. That solution should be
remembered, as overdue problems are surfaced in the later years.

The Brahan Street library was the brainchild of Mrs. Elizabeth Beamguard, Director of
Alabama Public Services, and Elbert Watson, Director, Huntsville Public Library. Mrs.
Beamguard, head librarian, 1945-54, knew Huntsville well. The two approached John Bracey,
Director, Model Cities Program, to see how they could help. Since transportation was a chronic
problem, the best solution was to take the books to the readers' neighborhoods. Huntsville was
fortunate to have such forward-looking individuals coalesce into an innovative solution for the
benefit of the citizens.

Mary Nichols had previous experience in library extension service and was assigned the
task. She toured three Model Cities libraries in Atlanta, then came back to implement the ideas
in Huntsville. She only provided 2-3 hours of service per day, but volunteer high school
students staffed the library during the summer.4 The Brahan Street site in 2004 was a vacant
gray building at the northwest comer of Governor's Avenue and Brahan Street, across Brahan
from a Conoco gasoline station.

The library's blind and physically handicapped department continued to improve its
services in 1970. Only one blind person out of eight learns to read Braille, but talking books can
take provide a substitute. The library maintained a steadily increasing inventory of 1,000 talking
books. Joyce Smith said, "We presently have about 70 active users, but based upon the size of
Huntsville, there are probably about 650 blind persons in the area who are eligible. There are
probably three times as many handicapped eligible."

The average talking book takes about eight ten-inch discs recorded at 16 2/3 rpm.
Magazines are recorded at 8 1/3 rpm, a speed not on ordinary record players. The perennial
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favorite, "Gone With the Wind" takes 27 records and the marathon work, "War and Peace"
requires 43 records to convert it into a talking book.

About 20 talking magazines are available at the Huntsville Library. American Heritage,
Newsweek, Look, Atlantic, Harpers, Readers' Digest, Saturday Review, and Jack and Jill are
favorites.5

The Oak Park Branch was named after Miss Bessie Russell, currently the head of the
Heritage Room. The 1970 summer reading program was named, "Summer Reading is Out of
This World," in consonance with Huntsville being the home of the space program under the
leadership of Wernher von Braun. Each reader had a space-age motif membership card to keep
track of the number of books read over the summer. A UFO signified 5 books, a space capsule
represented 10, an American flag 15 and 2 short book reports, and an astronaut indicated 20
books and 5 short reports. Elbert Watson, library director, indicated that books were flying off
the shelves in the children's department at a rate of nearly 1,000 per day.6

Venture, the monthly two-page newsletter published by the Friends of the Library, in
November 1970 reported a total of $935.05 netted from the fall used book sale, which brought
the total for the spring and fall sales to $1,635.06. Marelle Pruitt was chairman, with Christel
McCanless as co-chairman. Helen Akens handled the publicity through local spot
announcements on television and radio stations. Articles and pictures were in The Huntsville
Times, Huntsville Nexos, and even the Birmingham News. Prices were reduced as the sale
progressed, with many books going for one cent and magazines five for a penny.

Also reported in the Venture was the establishment of a long range planning committee
to formulate a master plan for orderly growth of the library with special emphasis on the
creation of permanent branches in the city and county. The committee had 2 members from the
library board, 2 from the library, and 2 from the friends.7

Elbert Watson, library director, was the author of two books, The Histon/ of Etowah
County and Tennessee at the Battle of New Orleans, and in 1971 was working on another to be
titled, Tell Me About America. In addition to belonging to state and national library associations,
Watson was a member of the Alabama Historical Association and on the Board of Directors of
the Huntsville Historical Association. His avocation as an amateur historian was instrumental
to the library from two perspectives. First, he continued to increase the holding of the Heritage
Room, particularly of genealogical material and Southern memorabilia. Second, he was aware
of the historical development of the American library system and he took a long view of the
future roles of public libraries. He addressed the Huntsville Rotary club in January 1971 with
this primary theme: knowledge of both the past and present provides society with a sense of
direction it sorely needs. He believed that a library is a university of learning and ideas, which
should be accessible to the general public providing them with both knowledge and ideas. It is
not enough for a library to exist as an edifice; contents give it character and a library's
personality is part of its character."

Watson told the Rotarians he was concerned with making the public aware that libraries
as a storehouse of learning and ideas are an integral part of the growth processes in society, a
necessary tool in lending perspective and balance to society. "l believe in history and the lessons
derived from it, and I'm a firm believer in the American dream. But | fear the American dream
will perish if ever the American heritage dies."

Watson disclosed plans for an extended outreach program designed to bring the library
within reach of everybody in Madison County. This would entail increased emphasis on branch
libraries and bookmobiles, even an institutional outreach program for hospitals, nursing homes,
and jails beginning in February 1971.
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He said that the Huntsville Public Library now has one of the largest, most
comprehensive community service library sections in the state, to include nearly 4,000 books
and magazines for the blind and physically handicapped.8

Sunday, January 10, 1971, was a disappointing day for this author, although | did not
know it for 33 years. That was the day Carolyn Callahan, the Ex Libris column writer, wrote her
last column for Tlte Huntsville Times.9 She dug out the facts and wrote with style. She was a great
asset to the Huntsville Public Library and The Huntsville Times.

The Library of Congress opened its first reading room for the blind in 1897. There are
now over 200,000 persons across the country enrolled in the Library of Congress service for the
blind and handicapped. The outreach service celebrated its 40th anniversary in 1971, and the
Huntsville Public Library was proud of its affiliation. The Library of Congress estimated there
were 500,000 blind persons in the United States and 1,500,000 more who are physically
handicapped so that they are unable to handle, hold or turn the pages of printed books and
magazines in 1971. They were eligible for the service, which was free, including postage.
Imagine yourself being one of them. More than 2,500 titles were recorded on discs and tapes.
Playboy magazine was printed in Braille, imagine that.10

In July 1971 the community services department of the library began sending out a bi-
monthly newsletter to about 300 blind, visually limited and physically handicapped persons.
The newsletter was in Braille, large type, and tape recordings. Articles included announcements
and explanation of benefits, new books, organizations, tips on new procedures for the
handicapped and a listing of libraries that served the blind.1l Harold Wilson "read" 3,000 books
over the last eight years, and he's blind. He used talking books supplied by the Huntsville
Library and the Library of Congress. Upon request, the Huntsville Library would supply a
record player or tape recorder with headsets and pillow phones attachable. He kept a constant
supply at home and in the mail coming in and going back out.12 The Cavalry Hill Friendship
Center had an extension of the Huntsville Public Library in January 1971. This was apparently
the same location as the second Negro library, which was started in 1958. The friendship center
was part of the Huntsville Model Cities Area Il at 7900 Fairbanks Street, which is on the western
side of the 2004 Academy for Academics and Arts. The extension was open Monday through
Friday from 11:00 a.m. until 6:p.m. Barbara Weaver, librarian, said that approximately 300
children and adults had used the library within the first three weeks it was opened and more
than 430 books were checked out. The reading material had a wide selection for all ages, books,
magazines, periodicals, reference books, etc.13By November 1971, the library's project outreach
was in full swing. The project was the brainchild of Elbert Watson, library director, and Judy
Tate (Mrs. Doug Tate) was the coordinator. The project started in February 1971, when the
Huntsville Library became the first public library in Alabama to undertake a full-time, full-scale
outreach program, whereby library personnel take books and materials to hospitals, day care
centers, nursing and retirement homes.

Judy Tate said, "Reading is a habit. Some people get out of the habit after they get out of
school." Her job was to reintroduce them to the habit. Her approach was a one-on-one personal
attempt to make it easy and fun to read. Each person is different, and has different reading
desires. One woman told Judy she will only read nonfiction selections because she doesn't "care
for lying in any form." {My wife reads fiction and | read nonfiction. Perhaps | should try that
"lying" description for her favorites.]

Hospitals and homes participating were Crestwood Hospital, Huntsville Hospital, Fifth
Avenue Hospital, Extendicare Nursing Home, Big Spring Manor Nursing Home, Madison
Manor Nursing Home and Todd Towers Retirement Home.

125



Hospitals were visited twice a week. Nursing and retirement homes were visited once
every two weeks. Hospital administrators have supported project outreach because it helped
make the participants stay more pleasant. Judy Tate noticed that many people really do judge a
book by its cover. She also found that patients expecting a short stay in the hospital are
particularly inclined to read a paperback because they don't expect to be hospitalized long
enough to read a hardback novel. The hospital outreach faded out in the 1990s as hospitals
apparently prefer their patients buy reading material at the hospital's gift shop.

The elderly like the large print books. For patients who must lie flat on their backs, the
Heritage Junior Women's Club gave the library prism glasses and book stands for the large
print books. Talking books were also popular.

Judy Tate told the story [remember we are back in 1971] that she was wearing a short
skirt and boots, an elderly woman she saw on her route in a local retirement home warned her,
"You better get those knees covered up or you're gonna have rheumatism in ‘em for sure."44

In January 1972 there was a vote on a state constitutional amendment to allow voters in
any single county to decide on additional taxes for public libraries. It would allow the local
governments to impose an additional property tax of not more than five mills with the consent
of the voters in that governmental area. This was not a directed tax by the state, but only
allowed the folks in a county to vote for it. An identical amendment was defeated two years ago
statewide and in Madison County. Would it pass this time?15 The vote on the amendment is in.
The results were best described in the following editorial by the Huntsville News on Januarv 28,
1972.

"A slim vote for literacy

Huntsville and Madison County voters who passed Amendment No. 1, the
Alabama constitutional issue in the recent election, can today be semi-proud that the rest
of the state agreed with our county that libraries are important enough to justify giving
each county's electorate the option to vote a very small additional property tax upon
themselves to improve, expand, and more fully stock these vital storehouses of
information, stimulation, and recreation.

Note that we qualify our statement: semi-proud seems the just word in this
connotation. For it was a slim vote for literacy - far, in fact, too slender for comfort.

An absolutely reliable source here late Wednesday that Alabama Secretary of
State Mabel Amos has confirmed that the controversial amendment, defeated the last
time it was presented to the electorate, narrowly became law by a very minimal two to
three hundred vote margin.

Margins in favor of the constitutional amendment, which is in reality enabling
legislation which permits a county to call a tax referendum if it so desires, were
comfortable only in Madison, Jefferson, and Montgomery Counties - three of the state's
four major urban areas. The prime reason for defeat of the amendment in Mobile County
was a lack of leadership; the central library there had no chief executive during the
crucial six months advocates of the measure were working for its passage.

The primarily rural counties, however, in the main opposed it. As usual.
[Author's bold.]

WE DO NOT PAY that much attention to spurious national ratings, but any
perceptive person must realize Alabama must by now certainly stand to climb in
national esteem and achievement. Fuel for such an operation bootstrap is education, and
education's most vital tool is the printed word - storehouse of man's slow exploration
and analysis of himself and his environment.
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The functional illiterate condemns himself to a half-life more related to animal
sensation than the full glory of the human experience.

It somewhat saddens us to observe that those who would seem to most need
libraries and the wealth of knowledge they house are the least interested. But the
amendment has passed, no matter how barely. The opportunity now exists for increased
statewide literacy and its accompanying enrichment.

It is our sincerest hope that the option will be embraced."16
The slim vote cited in the Newspaper editorial was actually 55.5 percent in favor of the

amendment. The second and third paragraphs from the end are telling statements about the
long-term problem with the lack of education in Alabama. Alabamians are apparently proud of
being ignorant, and doing their best to remain so. The situation is reminiscent of a statement by
Thomas Paine in his Rights of Man, 1791, "Ignorance is of a peculiar nature; once dispelled, it is
impossible to re-establish it. It is not originally a thing of itself, but is only the absence of
knowledge; and though man may be kept ignorant, he cannot be made ignorant." (Paine's
italics)17 To Paine's statement must be added the statement from the comic strip character Pogo,
"We have met the enemy, and he is us."

The need for a state constitutional amendment on this issue was a legacy of the
infamous 1901 Alabama Constitution. One of its numerous faults was that it does not give home
rule to counties and large cities. Huntsville and Madison could not even vote on the
opportunity to allow a tax, except that the entire state must vote for it. The legislators in
Montgomery keep the power in their hands. But there was more to this process. There was an
old saying, "from the ridiculous to the sublime.” The 1901 Alabama Constitution was far
beyond the sublime. The county commissioners wanted to move a graveyard. They had to
convince the state delegates representing Madison County that the need exists. The delegates
then introduced a bill in the legislature for a constitutional amendment. The full legislature had
to approve the amendment to be put before a statewide vote. All of this takes time. Of course,
the dead people were in no hurry to be moved, but whatever progress might be underway can
be stymied any place along the way. A statewide vote was required on a typical single-county
amendment such as Amendment 520, approved on June 5, 1990. It authorized the Madison
County Commission to excavate graves.

The United States Constitution has 7,482 words. The 1901 Alabama Constitution has
over 315,000 words and over 660 amendments, and still counting. Dare to say the process is
beyond ridiculous! That is the reason progress comes so slow to Alabama, to include improved
library facilities and services. We have met the enemy and he is us!

A Huntsi’ille News editorial from March 25,1972 was worth quoting:

"Libraries, rights, & diligence

Books and libraries are among mankind's greatest sources of enlightenment. They
contain the cultural inheritance of our forefathers and the core of our educational system. In the
words of Thomas Carlyle: 'All of Mankind has done, thought, gained, or been; it is lying as in
magic preservation in the pages of books.'

'Rights' is a word which has generated most of the major movements relevant to
man's present and future on this troubled orb, but little is heard of the right to read.
While many avail themselves of the opportunity, few reflect upon the unavoidable fact
that like any other right, this one must be preserved and protected by active effort.

The Huntsville Public Library did not spring like mythical Camelot from the
machinations of a Merlin; it was built with no little effort and is preserved, as so many
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institutions of ultimate worth, precariously at best through the diligent efforts of the few

who care. Are you among them?"18

The above was just one more demonstration of the strong support of Huntsville libraries
and the right to read for everybody. Sixty years ago that was not true in Alabama, and 100 years
ago it was even worse. The statistics in 1900 were not significantly changed from the 1880
numbers, which show that the 25 percent of the white children could not read or write, and 80
percent of the Negro children could not read or write. Both figures were for children ten years
of age and older. No Southern state had a compulsory school law in 1900, while only two
Northern states did not a compulsory attendance law at the time. [Author's italics.] The demand
for better public education came out of "white" counties. The Educational Apportionment Act
of 1891 provided for the apportionment of funds to all counties in the state according to the
number of children of school age. Township trustees were allowed to divide the money as they
deemed "just and equitable." They paid Negro teachers less than white teachers and less money
was spent on building and equipment for Negroes. More money became available for white
children. School money was spent to send white students to private academies and colleges. If
you are not allowed to go to school to learn to read and write, then you probably do not need a
library. Such was the apparent thinking of Alabama's white leadership.19

Project outreach was in jail, literally. The library was providing books to the Madison
County jail March 1, 1972. Judy Tate, outreach coordinator did not go to jail, but filled reading
requests from the prisoners. Members of the Weatherly Heights Baptist Church did the
delivering. Naturally, law books have a high priority, but requests covered a broad range of
topics, from atomic theory to comic books. Travel materials were very popular, perhaps many
wanted to travel a long way from Huntsville when they were released. Religious books were
also requested. Sex books, those heavy with profanity and blood, and how-to-escape books
were not allowed.

The prisoners could keep the books for two weeks and then turn them in to the matron,
leave them with a buddy or trade during the next delivery. Books were checked out by name
and cell number. No mention was made of a library card. The book cart circulated every
Saturday, with about 100 books distributed every week. The cart took 4-5 hours to make the
rounds.2

April 12, 1972 - A noncommercial FM radio station operated by the library such as
WPLN in Nashville was presented to the board as a possibility for the Huntsville Public
Library. The director began investigating this after Councilman Wall gave him a letter he had
received suggesting the library look into it. Elbert Watson went to Nashville to talk with the
director of WPLN and to see its station in operation. The Board authorized Watson to continue
his investigation. The rest of the story will be told in Chapter 9.

"The Apt man for the Hour

Elbert Watson, director of the Huntsville-Madison County Library, is to be
congratulated upon election Friday as first vice-president and president-elect of the
Alabama Library Association.

It couldn't happen to a more capable person, but it must also be noted that, in his
eyes at least, we feel sure the honor is almost overshadowed by the responsibility as the
state - as well as our community - enters into a time of crisis which will effect
everyone's right to read as a public service unless something is done.

While all the facts have not yet been made available to us, we have discovered
that the state seems to face a severe cutback in federal funding which will effect (sic) all
library systems.
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As soon as we can document the facts, we'll present them to you. But Watson
and other library officials here tell us that right now it looks like a rough year for
Alabama libraries in fiscal terms.

Watson enters the number two spot at an opportune time, even though the
responsibility is great. He has proven himself capable of directing a very urban and
progressive library system. His election honors not merely him but Huntsville as well; it,
however, also serves the entire state at a time when expertise is most needed."2l
Every year a National Library Week is celebrated. This week is an important time to

reflect upon the wonderful public library system we have in the United States of America. We
are blessed in that regard, compared to almost all the other countries in the world. But
Americans made the country what it is, no one gave it to us. We worked and fought for it. The
Huntsville Times can be depended upon to provide appropriate editorials. Its editorial from
Library Week 1972 is quoted below. It is long, but it covers a lot of ideas that need to be kept in
the eyes of Huntsvillians, and reinforced each year.

"Library: You are involved

This is national library week's conclusion, a good time to capsule not what most

libraries are, but what they ought to be.

Is a library merely a repository of reading matter made available on a limited
basis to the person who walks in the door? Or should it be more?

What about persons who lack transport: who have no way of reaching that
lovely building in our city core or the rather meager branches the Huntsville Public
Library is currently able to maintain only by squeezing every nickel in appropriations or
other funding until it bleeds? What about the sick, the disabled, the handicapped, the
blind, the poor, the disadvantaged who have never been advised of their right to use
what Elbert Watson, library director, so aptly terms 'this arsenal of ideas, this people's
university?'

Under Watson's direction, the Huntsville Public Library has elected to try and go out
into the community and provide what is needed rather than merely sitting and waiting for the
community to come to it.

Project Outreach and other programs currently maintained by our library have
caused a national stir in library circles; yet the average Huntsvillian is neither informed
nor involved in this crucial area of community service.

Such projects are not made possible by city funding alone. The library this year
received $280,000 from the City of Huntsville, $14,000 from Madison County, $45,000
from federal Library Services and Construction Act funding, $11,500 from gifts,
donations, memorials, and fines - an operating budget of about $400,000.

Sound like a lot of money? It doesn't go far when you consider this progressive
library system, certainly a model for Alabama if not the entire region, is maintaining
fairly respectable book, magazine, film, music, and document holdings while also
serving economically disadvantaged, maintaining early childhood education,
environmental education, career education, and taking the library to the city slums, the
homes for the aged, the jail, and to individuals who are blind or otherwise physically
handicapped.

Quite frankly, we are proud of what the library has achieved and we think we have a
right to be. Watson and his capable staff have maintained this broad program of community
service only by hiring almost entirely non-degree personnel so committed to the community as
a whole's right to read that they work long hours at low pay to serve you as you deserve to be.
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But even with a pinch-penny approach, money can only spread so far. All the personal
dedication in the world - and this the library staff and its unpaid volunteers who assist it in
abundance - cannot compensate for inadequate operating funds. Federal funds and gifts are
intended to supplement - not provide - basic operating moneys.

Huntsville's current book holdings amount to only .8 books per capita. Alabama
standards - poor by national standards which establish six books per capita as a norm -
demand only two per head, and we have less than half that, (author's bold)

We know there are many areas of concern in the community, widely differing
causes and interests. But the right to read - to be educated, to be exposed to new ideas
and to compare them with the rich heritage of the past - this basic right is the one upon
which this United States was founded.

For our Constitution itself and our Declaration of Independence, documents
which have literally transformed half the world and had an immeasurable impact on the
other half, come to us in the form of the printed word.

If the words in print are freedom's standing army, then libraries are the citadels
from which they are sent forth.

Let's do more than merely appreciate or even use our community library; let's
get behind it and help it perform its true mission - providing the right to read to every
citizen in Madison County."2
In August 1972, President Richard M. Nixon vetoed the Health, Education, and Welfare

Department's budget request and subsequent action by the U.S. House of Representatives to
uphold the veto. That action put federal library funds in jeopardy and the Huntsville Neios
editorialized about the potential negative impact. It pointed out that elevated funding is needed
if the library is to carry out the broad scope of services to the surrounding area.3

James J. Kilpatrick was a nationally syndicated conservative columnist. In Huntsville we
know him as the author of The Writer's Art, which appears Saturday morning in The Huntsville
Times in 2004.1am a fan of this column, because | try to learn to be a better writer, and he has an
inviting style. He was also a curmudgeon. In 1973, after Nixon's veto (above), Kilpatrick wrote a
column on the subject, which is offered below for your consideration.

"Federal Aid to Libraries? Why?

A considerable effort is being mounted on Capital Hill in support of continued
direct federal aid to libraries. President Nixon has recommended that such aid be
stopped at the end of this fiscal year. Dearly as | love libraries and librarians - and |
love'em all - Nixon's position is soundly based and merits support.

The liberal position in support of library aid was eloquently defended - perhaps
over defended - in a recent column by Coleman McCarthy of the Washington Post.
McCarthy is a topnotch prose stylist and an able exponent of the liberal view, but in
common with many of his colleagues he tends to weep easy. In this piece he weeps 10
gallons.

Because of Nixon's proposal, he writes, libraries 'are now on the endangered
species list.' He applauds a protest planned for May 8 by the American Library
Association, when libraries across the country will dim their lights by way of accusing
Nixon of 'dimming the light on the public's right to know.'

'The association speaks with precision,' says McCarthy, 'when it says the public's
right to know is at stake." After all, people go to libraries to read magazines, newspapers,
and other sources of information, and Nixon's goal is nothing less than 'the smothering
of information.' He conjures up a vision of the President chortling with pleasure at the
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reply.

closing of libraries that spend money for publication critical of administration policies.
‘Can any other way of silencing critics be more effective than closing down libraries?'

Horsefeathers! The current program of federal aid to libraries, like the recently
halted program of federal aid to small-town water and sewer systems, provides one
more case of Big Government come down with a bad case of bloat. It all started with the
Rural Library Services Act of 1956, in Eisenhower's day, a modest little $7.5 million
program to aid in providing library facilities in communities of less than 10,000
population. It seemed a happy idea.

One trouble with happy ideas is that in Congress they get to be hilarious ideas.
In 1964, the program was extended to all public libraries under the Library Services and
Construction Act. The following year brought further expansion, in the form of federal
aid to elementary and secondary school libraries. Still another act provided $5,000 grants
for college and university libraries. The program now has swollen to $140 million a year.

Now, it would be useful if Congress has paused, back in 1956, to consider a
threshold question: Does it have the power, under the constitution, to appropriate public
funds for rural libraries? It may be that South Carolina's Strom Thurmond and lowa's
H.R. Gross raised the question - they are about the only ones who ever do - but theirs
are voices crying in the wilderness. The answer, in my own strict-constructionist view, is
no: Libraries, desirable as they are, even essential as they are, are not the responsibility
of the federal government.

Put principle to one side, which is where principle often gets put. On the merits,
it is nonsense to argue that termination of the $140 million aid will 'close down libraries,'
or 'smother information,' or put the public's right to know at stake. Heavens to Betsy,
McCarthy! Dry your eyes!

About $54 million now is allocated for aid to public libraries. The sum represents
roughly 5 percent of their budgets. If an institution must 'close down' because of a 5
percent cut, it can't be much of a public institution. And what is wrong with replacing
the 5 percent through local appropriations or local fund drives? Must we walk forever
on federal crutches?

Under Nixon's proposed Better Schools Act, intended to replace categorical
grants with broad revenues-sharing, school libraries will have available the same
potential aid they have enjoyed in recent years. They will have to compete for the money
before local governing bodies, but so what? They won't get 'smothered.’

Up the lights, you librarians! You can live without Big Daddy, if you try."24
James Kilpatrick was asked via e-mail to comment on his old column, but he did not

Sometimes interest in rare books cause them to be reprinted. Two such books are now in

the Heritage Room.

"Memories of Old Calmba is a 1905 book by Anna M. Gayle Fry, an author who
names many names as she writes of her recollections of Alabama's first capital and its
people and events. There are sketches and photographs of some of the old Cahaba
buildings, and the book includes some of the author's poetry reminiscent of the era a
half century ago." 5
Cahaba, a small settlement about ten miles southwest of Selma at the confluence of the

Alabama and Cahaba Rivers, was chosen as the site of the new Capital of Alabama, which it
was from 1820 to 1825. It was a bad choice, as the two rivers flooded the low ground. During
the 1825 legislative session, one of the highest floods on record inundated the area. Legislators
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had to be rowed in boats to the second story of the building in order to hold their session. There
were also fevers during the summer months. It was moved to Tuscaloosa.®

"Probably the most popular book in the Huntsville Heritage Room, and certainly the
rarest, is the 'Huntsville Directory of 1859-60." Purporting to contain the names of everyone who
was anyone in 1859-60 Huntsville, this 166-page book also features illustrated advertisements of
many of the types of merchandise of the day, ranging from metallic burial cases to fashionable
millinery and photographic and ambrotype gallery equipment. The last part of this book
contains a complete list of all United States post offices in 1859, including the territories of
Oregon, Utah, New Mexico, Washington, Nebraska, and Kansas, as well as post offices in the
mining regions."Z/

"The first Alabama library to break into the cable television picture was the Huntsville
Public Library. Their library program was first begun in July 1971, and its new television series,
Adventures in Library Land, a program for children, is broadcast Mondays through Thursdays,
from 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. on Channel 9, CATV, Huntsville. This program is Director Elbert
Watson's newest effort to put the Library back into life, 1970's style instead of a still shot from
the 1930's.

The television program hostess, Sara McDaris, is assisted by comedian Sandra McNabb
(Buffy, the florescent pink hand-puppet bookworm, and Sirocenie the Genie), and for each
program she has about five pre-school (usually kindergarten) children on the show."2

"Razors, water, dogs; many methods used to ruin books,"” was the title of an article in
the Huntsville Neil's of January 29, 1973. The article continued, "Slashed with razor blades,
ripped by hand, submerged in puddles, mauled by dogs; it almost seems that a segment of
Huntsville's population is waging a vicious war on the books housed in the public,” wrote
Linda Cornett. Apparently many students find it much easier to rip a page out of the book to
insert in their term paper than make a copy. But it not just students, as recipes, house plans, and
diets are ripped out. It is equal opportunity destruction, because those people really don't care
since the material does not belong to them. Of course, their tax dollars eventually have to foot
the bill for repair or replacement. The library's technical services' staff are the ones to make
decisions about repair, replacement, or destruction. Mrs. Elizabeth Herrin devoted 12 of her 22
years at the library in the repair shop. Her skill returns many books to the shelves, as she uses
glue, tape, string, scraps of colored paper, pages from old copies, and reproduced copies from
books in other libraries to make the repairs.®

The 69thannual convention of the Alabama Library Association was held in Huntsville,
April 18-20, 1973. The convention center was the Sheraton Inn, with about 500 delegates in
attendance. The theme of the convention was "Crisis or Challenge." The "crisis" referred to the
Nixon veto in August 1972 cited above. The "challenge" referred to the need for librarians,
library boards, and friends of the library to write to their congressmen to get the funds restored.
There needs to be a constant battle to influence state and national representatives to secure
funding for library projects.

Considering that National Library Week is in April, Huntsville was indeed fortunate to
have the president of the American Library Association, Miss Katherine Laich, in town to
address the convention. She said, "Money isn't everything, but everything takes money.
Therefore, | was happy to see your frank acknowledgement of this fact in the slogan of your
legislative workshop. If the most important thing in the world for libraries isn't money, it's who
has the money and how to see them about it."

Miss Laich praised Elbert Watson, director of the Huntsville Public Library, who was the
new president of the Alabama Library Association. She also noted that Watson was the
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representative for a seven-state southeastern area to the American Library Association. Also
praised by Miss Laich was former Alabama Senator Lister B. Hill, who was one of "the
American Library Association's staunchest friends and was the sponsor of our first federal
library legislation in 1956. Let us never forget this."

Mrs. Virginia Cooke, director of the American Library Association, said, "Remember it
took 10 years to get that first library funding bill passed by the 79thCongress in 1946. Many of
you here helped in that struggle, and it finally culminated in a victory with President
Eisenhower signing the Library Services Act in 1956." Mrs. Cooke also quoted a 1968 speech by
Senator Hill, "you should have a great sense of pride for the service you have rendered all our
people in this country. Let this be an hour of renewed dedicated to continue this battle and to
continue to go forward in building our libraries so our country may be better prepared to meet
the issues of the day."

State Senator Eugene McLain of Huntsville said the Alabama was faced with two
humiliating issues in the next session of the legislature - mental health and prison reform. A
lady in the audience told McLain that if "funding had been available for libraries when they
were children, we wouldn't have all these people in our mental institutions and prisons."3)

Governor George Wallace officially launched the State's 1974 Smoky Bear Summer
Vacation Reading Program on May 1st The Alabama Public Library Service and the Alabama
Forestry Commission cooperated to assist Alabama children to learn more about nature and the
environment. Smoky Bear visited libraries throughout the summer.3

On November 4, 1974 the Elbert H. Parsons Sr. Law Library opened in the old J.C.
Penney store at 205 East Side Square. This law library was a branch of the Huntsville-Madison
County Public Library. James Record, Chairman, Madison County Commissioners, was told by
the American Library Association that the facility was the first truly public law library in the
nation.

The county maintained a one-room law library in the Courthouse beginning in 1963. It
was always cramped and disorganized, and about 1970 county officials, at Record's urging,
began planning a move to a new space. Record did more than that. He donated one of
Alabama's only two known complete sets of state and territorial acts, dating back to 1811.

At this point a word must be said about James Record, Chairman, Madison County
Commissioners. He was probably the greatest maker and recorder (pun intended) of history
that Madison County has seen. He made history in the county with his progressive personality
and activities. But he also wrote a lengthy history of the county. The county bought the first sets
of legal references and court reports with a $20,000 federal Law Enforcement Planning Agency
(LEPA) grant; the main library then had an annual budget of about $26,000 and was having
growing pains. Robert Sellers Smith, the chairman of the Huntsville Bar Association's
committee in charge of the law library said they needed $4,000 or $5,000 more to get some really
good things in there. Smith believed the city should help, even if it is just $2,000. Record said he
was not bothered about the lack of city money, because it was a logical county function.

The Madison County Commission paid the salary of $6,380 for the librarian, Mrs. Cleo
Cason. The county also provided the maintenance and security guard. Another $14,000 for the
library's 1977-78 budget came from the county trial fees. The Huntsville Bar Association
contributed $5,000 from membership dues.2

The American Library Association was concerned for the free flow of information and
ideas. In January 1975, the following Statement on Professional Ethics was approved by the
ALA Council:

"A librarian
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= Has a special responsibility to maintain the principles of the Library Bill of Rights.

« Should learn and faithfully execute the policies of the institution of which one is a part
and should endeavor to change those which conflict with the spirit of the Library Bill of
Rights.

< Must protect the essential confidential relationship which exists between a library user
and the library.

< Must avoid any possibility of personal financial gain at the expense of the employing
institution.

< Has an obligation to insure equality of opportunity and fair judgment of competence in
actions dealing with staff appointments, retentions, and promotions.

< Has an obligation when making appraisals of the qualifications of any individual to
report the facts clearly, accurately, and without prejudice, according to generally
accepted guidelines concerning the disclosing of personal information."3
"Libraries PLUS (People for Libraries Urging Support) is a nonprofit organization

working to 'insure for Alabama citizens their right to education, personal enrichment and
achievement through public library services...and to raise funds by subscription, sponsorships
and other means to help assure continued operation of the corporation, and thereby the public
libraries in Alabama.'

PLUS was formed in June 1975 to represent the more than 70 libraries in Alabama.
Twenty-eight counties were in active support of the group at year's end.

Lobbying efforts go back to the legislative session of 1973 under the sponsorship of an
umbrella group, the Alabama Library Association. The Association backed away from lobbying
in 1975, leading to the formation of PLUS. (PLUS President Elbert Watson, Director of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, was president of the Alabama Library Association
in 1973.)"%

In 1973 Governor George Wallace committed the first Revenue Sharing Grant to public
libraries, amounting to $272,000 in addition to the annual appropriation of $254,000. The
legislature was then prompted to grant an additional $400,000 for public libraries over the 1973-
73 biennium appropriation of $614,000. Libraries PLUS, with Virginia Tomme as lobbyist,
gained $828,000 in appropriations from the legislature —a far cry from the allotment of $247,000
three years ago. Alabama's record of allotment to libraries was $0.09 a year per citizen, while
the average amount set aside in other states was $0.80."3% [author's bold]

The Oak Park/ Bessie Russell Branch was in leased facilities no more. It was replaced by
a new facility, which was three times as large. The new building was semi-mobile (the first in
Alabama), and will hold 17,000 volumes. It opened on February 27,1975 at the northern end of
the K-Mart shopping center parking lot on North Parkway. The property was donated by S.S.
Kresge Company, the parent corporation of K-Mart. The building was designed by Herrin and
Jones and constructed by Hereford Construction Company. The building was named after Miss
Bessie Russell. Mrs. Nevada Easley would continue to serve as the librarian of the branch. This
was the first building to be owned outright by the Huntsville Public Library System. In 1986 the
building was moved to its current location at 3011-C Sparkman Drive.%

In 1975, the Committee of the American Library Association assumed responsibility for
the National Library Week. The funds provided by libraries through their purchase of ALA's
National Library Week materials made a year-round library public relations program a reality.3

"America's heritage was dramatized on June 8,1975, as the Huntsville-Madison County
Public Library became the stage for living history in a tribute to the Spirit of '76 and great
moments in the nation's history. Called 'Reflection of Yesterday,' the program comprised an
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afternoon of music, character portrayals, films, and displays. The Friends of the Library paid
expenses."3

The heritage room continued to be one of the favorite spots in the library. The amount of
materials was increasing, and the more there is, the more folks came in to search for their
ancestors. Genealogy was just like eating peanuts. You cannot eat just one peanut. You cannot
uncover just one generation. That raises many questions: who, when, and where did that
generation come into existence? Where did those people live and die, and what did they do for
a profession?

The Henry B. Zeitler Historical Room was dedicated on March 28, 1976. The Zeitler
collection of some 5,000 items was donated by George Lawrence McCrary, Jr., Henry Zeitler
McCrary and Frank Boykin Haggard. The Zeitlers, a distinguished family of Mooresville,
Alabama, about 17 miles west of Huntsville, endowed their library with a wealth of knowledge
by collecting books on America's social, political, religious, and military histories. The collection
emphasized the Civil War, with material from both sides of the issue. Combined with the
library's present holdings, the Henry B. Zeitler Historical Collection became one of the most
valuable collections housed in any library in the state of Alabama.

A former Alabama governor and his family were highlighted in the Clement Comer
Clay division of the Zeitler Room. Found here were books and documents of the Huntsville
family, which rose to political fame in the 1800s. Clement Clay was governor of Alabama, 1835-
37. The collection was donated by Dr. Clement C. Clay of Durham, North Carolina, and Misses
Emily and Mary S. Clay of Southern Pines, North Carolina. The donors were grandchildren of
John Withers Clay, former editor of the Huntsville Democrat.3

The Friends of the Library donated $8,150 toward library services during the fiscal year,
July 1, 1975-June 30, 1976. The money was distributed as follows: Building directory, $50;
Carpet replacement, $1,600; WLRH public radio, $5,000; Records for audio-visual department,
$400; Living History Program, $200; Libraries PLUS, $100; Newspapers, $300; and Printing cost
of "Venture," library newsletter, $500. There were 13,877 borrower's cards issued during fiscal
year 1975-1976, bringing the total number of cardholders to 75,015 adults (over 14 years of age).
The bookmobile circulated 28,810 books during the same period. The heritage room was used
by 130 persons from 25 states outside Alabama, in addition to one person from England. Five
hundred interlibrary loans were secured through the heritage room during the fiscal year.2

Go to jail for 30 days because you, yes, | mean you, failed to return a book to the
Huntsville Public Library? No? Okay then, how about a fine of $100? The library board asked
the city council to adopt an ordinance that would do just that in May 1977. The library lost more
than 4,000 volumes a year because some patrons do not return the books they check out. Yes, |
mean you! National figures put the cost of replacing a book at $16, an estimate that includes the
ordering and processing costs and the purchase price.

A person who failed to return a book or other borrowed library material after receiving a
written notice would be in violation of the proposed ordinance. The violation would occur 10
days after the library mails an overdue notice. Under the proposal, failure to return the book on
time would be considered evidence that the borrower does not intend to return it. The library
charges five cents a day for an overdue book, up to a $2 maximum. City Attorney Charles
Younger said, "Just putting someone in jail for a civil debt has been unlawful since the Magna
Carta" was signed in England in 1215, however, "that ordinance comes as close (as possible) to
meeting constitutional muster."4l The library installed an electronic detective sensor device in
August 1976 to catch those who take them out without checking out.42
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Two days later The Huntsville Times editorialized that the council probably would not
support such an ordinance. The library does need to get tough. Not returning a book after 2-3
warnings is stealing, and that should be a punishable offense. The library could act by swearing
out warrants for non-returners. It could not lend again to offenders. If the council does not act,
then the library needs to find solutions on its own. The Times editorial ended with its usual bit of
logic. "Hurt your feelings? Trod on your rights? Those other patrons waiting for your
delinquent books have feelings and rights too."

Finally!! The city council approved a contract for $35,000 for the repair of the library's
leaky roof. The firm that posted bond for the construction was no longer in business, so the city
had to cover the repair cost. Improved insulation was also in the contract.43

In 1976 the library board established the archives and rare books department.

In 1977 the American Library Association had 28,754 personal members and 4,762
organizational members. The ALA cited the following 12 universities in the Southeast as having
accredited masters of library science, or the equivalent: University of Alabama; Alabama
Agricultural & Mechanical University; Atlanta University; Emory University; Florida State
University; University of Kentucky; University of North Carolina; North Carolina Central
University; George Peabody College for Teachers; University of South Carolina; University of
South Florida; and University of Tennessee.#4 There are now sufficient schools in the Southeast
to provide an opportunity to become a professional librarian and raise the level of the
management of libraries, which are considerably more complex than they were 50 years before.

On Wednesday and Thursday, November 9 and 10, 1977, the library board held two
executive sessions the week before the regular board meeting on the third Wednesday of every
month. Elbert Watson, the library director, was in attendance. The next day, Friday, November
11, Watson submitted a letter of resignation to the board. He had been forced out! Watson's last
day of work was to be November 11, but the resignation would be effective January 15, 1978.
The reasons behind this action were not identified. There were apparently "irreconcilable
differences" with the board over library management. Mrs. Roscoe Roberts, chairman of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, declined comment to The Huntsville Times, only
saying that the circumstances would have to come from Watson.

On Tuesday, November 15, Watson submitted a letter to the board, stating that he was
withdrawing his resignation because he had been denied due process because of "the
improperly constituted library board." He called for a hearing on charges against him. Watson
said the library board bylaws called for annual election of officers in March and said no such
elections had been held in recent years. Watson further said the board did not inform him of
some of the meetings and denied him access to others although the bylaws called for him to
attend all board meetings.

Wednesday, November 16, 1977 was a busy day in this saga. Councilman Leon
Crawford called a meeting of the city council and the library board jointly to discuss the
situation. He wanted to know how this situation came up in such a hurry. There were three
council members in attendance, Crawford, Jane Mabry, and John Glenn. City Attorney Charles
Younger told Crawford the council had no jurisdiction over the library board's dealing with its
employees since the appointed board is an independent body. Crawford attempted to close the
meeting to the press, but Younger said neither he nor the council had the authority to do so.
Mabry and Glenn favored keeping out of the situation, so the three council members departed.

The library board then met in closed executive session for one hour before the regularly
planned monthly meeting. During the regular meeting, the board, by 4-1, voted to suspend
Watson pending a formal hearing November 30 on charges against the director. Mrs. Roberts
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said the board did not know the bylaws even existed. In the regular meeting, however, she said
board member Maurice Deal had seen the bylaws. Deal voted against the board on both the
suspension and the follow-on motion, which named assistant director Eleanor Murphy as acting
director.

Councilman Crawford raised the issue that library board member Harold Herring, an
attorney, received $8,000 for legal involved in preparing the library's application for a license
for public radio WLRH-FM. Documents showed that Herring had received $6,968 for that work.
Whether Crawford had received that information from Watson or someone else seemed to be
in doubt. Mrs. Robert said that City Attorney Younger and the federal auditors said those
payments were not improper.

Mrs. Roberts told the three council members that the board's position on Watson had
nothing to do with the financially troubled radio station. Most of the information that led to the
board's request for Watson's resignation surfaced within the last two weeks.

Mrs. Roberts said that Watson had ordered the library's staff not to talk to her about
library operations. "What kind of place is he operating?" she asked Crawford. Crawford replied
that it sounded like a "distinct personality conflict" to him between Roberts and Watson.

Council Crawford said on Thursday, November 17, that he may well call for a complete
audit of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library because he believes the recent
suspension of Watson was directly related to the information he had recently received
regarding library operations. Also on Thursday, the Huntsville-Madison County Chamber of
Commerce jumped into the fray, questioning, incredibly enough, the authority of the library
board to select its own director.%

More than 26 years after November 1977, Mrs. Roberts spoke about the events of that
month. Elbert Watson was a very dynamic director and accomplished many things. But he also
lacked respect for the females within the library, most of whom were not trained librarians.
Over a dozen of them left the library because he was demeaning to them. The women were
freer to obtain employment in other fields, than had they been professional librarians with
limited other opportunities in Huntsville. Mrs. Roberts decided that the specific reasons for
Watson's departure needed to be handled discreetly to avoid embarrassment to Watson and his
family. Some of the employees came back after Watson departed.46

The departure of Elbert Watson provided an opportunity to look at the advertised job
description for library director.

"JOB DESCRIPTION

Huntsville-Madison County Public Library - December 14,1977

JOB TITLE:

Director (Professional)

QUALIFICATIONS:

The following minimum requirements are established for the position of Director:

1. A Master's Degree in the field of Library Science

2. A minimum of five years of experience in the field of professional librarianship, with a
minimum of three years in administration

RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES:

The Director is responsible to the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library Board of Trustees
for the following activities:

1. Establishing goals for the growth and development of library service to this area and making
long range step-by-step plans for their implementation.
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2. Establishing procedures, policies and systems that make for efficient library operation and
provide the best possible library service to the community.

3. Hiring, organizing, coordinating and supervising all library personnel; representing the staff
in contacts with the Board of Trustees, and assuming overall accountability for work performed
in all areas of the library.

4. Preparing an annual budget for approval by the Board of Trustees. Overseeing all financial
operations of the library in order that funds are disbursed and accounted for according to
established accounting procedures.

5. Acting in an advisory capacity, as a professional expert, to the Board of Trustees, preparing
the agenda for and attending Board meetings, with the right to speak on all matters under
consideration.

6. Keeping the public, and governing agencies aware of the materials, projects and activities
available at the Library by means of a comprehensive and continuing public relations program.
7. Cooperating as a team member with the library staff in performing any professional or non-
professional duty essential to the achievement of efficient library operations.&

In January 1978 the Huntsville City Council voted to ask the State Examiners of Public
Records to audit the financial records of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. This
action was taken following a recommendation by the Madison County Grand Jury for state
examiners to audit the library's accounts. The grand jury report for January 1978 cited an
investigation by the grand jury, but the underlying initiative for the investigation could not be
determined. The report stated, "such an audit is considered to be prudent action at the time of
key personnel changes. We further recommend that there be an annual detailed audit of the
Huntsville Public Library, which is the case in other autonomous boards. Such annual audits
are considered by this Grand Jury to be in the best interest of the membership of the various
boards and the public as a whole."8

Councilman Leon Crawford said that enough doubts were raised that it was in the best
interests of the library board to look at the books. The Council agreed during a pre-council
meeting to ask for the state audit rather than one by a private certified public accounting firm,
which council president Dr. Jimmy Wall suggested. City Attorney Charles Younger said that it
might be sometime before the state could get to the audit, and the state might not do it unless
there is probable cause of a great displacement of funds.®

January 16, 1978 - Eleanor Murphy was selected as director at a salary of $18,000 per
year, which was a 44 percent increase in the director's salary in the 9 years since Elbert Watson
came to Huntsville.

In 1978 the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library joined the North Alabama
Cooperative Library System (NACLS). It was a federation of autonomous libraries in DeKalb,
Marshall, Madison and Jackson Counties. The coordinator of NACLS was in Huntsville and
various members of the local staff provided the leadership.9

The audit of the library was conducted by B.R. Smith, certified public accountant, and
covered the year, which ended September 30, 1977. The audit was dated May 9, 1978. The
library's general fund budget that year totaled $453,338, of which the largest amount, $272,276
went to salaries. Book purchases were allocated $28,000. The following items were noted and in
some cases remedial action was accomplished.

< No listing of capitalized assets was available. Each library department is now
listing fixed assets and all will be tagged for depreciation identification.
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< Only one person was needed to open the library's safe deposit box, and it was
recommended that two or more persons be needed for access to library
securities.

= No city ordinance existed in regard to overdue books. Smith recommended the
council study such an ordinance.

e The library had no formal requirements regarding part of the director's and
business manager's salary to be reimbursed by the North Alabama Cooperative
System. Smith suggested verbal board approval on certain percentages be put in
writing.

< Bank statements were not filed in an orderly way, and voided checks were kept
too long. Proper approval was not received for all disbursements, but an
approval stamp was obtained for incoming invoices.

e The library had no accounting manual or procedures, but one was now
implemented.5

Martin Towery started working in the library as a volunteer at the tender age of 17 in
1973. A year later he was working part time shelving books and doing the mail run. Later on he
was a full time employee in circulation, mostly nights and weekends, and the bookmobile. He
reminisced about the days in the Fountain Circle building. A group of German and American
engineers came into the library frequently and settled around a small round table to talk and
play chess for about an hour. There were also boys in the library playing Dungeons and
Dragons. There were only three library locations in those days, Fountain Circle, Oak Park and
Charlotte Drive, therefore, most of the city children gathered at the main library to do their
research homework. The place was not noisy because some rooms had doors and the layout
helped muffle noise from one section to another. That arrangement was later contrasted with
the way noise carries in the three-floor and even higher ceiling openness of Fort Book to built in
1987.52

The library building on Fountain Circle was bursting at the seams in 1978. The building
was occupied in January 1966 and had 40,000 square feet of space. It housed 193,000 books,
several thousand magazines, a staff of 67 and several services. The library board and the library
director, Eleanor Murphy, were looking for additional space in other locations. They would like
to house the historical collections in the Hundley House at the southeast corner of Madison
Street and Gates Avenue. The Hundley House was circa 1900 and was diagonally across the
intersection from the old Carnegie Library. The house was owned by the City of Huntsville. The
Huntsville Historic Preservation Board offered the house to the library, but Mrs. Jane Roberts,
chairman of the library board, said that the board was interested but could not afford the
renovations or the additional operations. The house had been used as a police station from 1959
to 1976, and not well maintained, to put it delicately as seen by a later buyer, attorney Doug
Fees. The library was also looking at the chamber of commerce building on Church Street just
behind the library. The chamber had not decided to move, but the closeness of the two
buildings made it an attractive expansion option.

The most likely course of action to obtain more library space would be to build a
mezzanine level in the library's high-ceiling basement. The elevators were already designed to
include the interim floor. At that time, the board did not have sufficient money for the
mezzanine project.33

For many years, the only local library service to the town of Madison was provided by
the county bookmobile, which stopped to drop off and pick books at the old Humphrey's
General Store on Main Street at the railroad tracks. There were bookshelves on the stairs, and
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people could check out or return books using the honor system. In 1978, with the support of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library staff, a group of 40 interested citizens organized the
library at the recreation center at 1282 Hughes Road.

The Madison branch library opened in September 1978. The city officials and the citizens
had worked for seven years to finally get their own library. But even at the opening, they
started to look to the future to find a permanent library in another location. They had
demonstrated the teamwork that characterizes the Madison County area. The library collection
consisted of some 7,000 volumes, most from the main library in Huntsville, and a few were
donated. For some time the branch was manned entirely by volunteers and was open for only
22 and Vi hours per week. The first paid staff member was funded by a Comprehensive
Employment and Training Act (CETA) grant.

For decades the staff of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library has sought
additional funding wherever it might be found. They have been diligent and creative. Below is
an example of a letter of intent to request a grant:

"December 13,1978

NEH Challenge Grants

Mail Stop 800

National Endowment for the Humanities Washington, D.C. 20506

Gentlemen:

The Huntsville-Madison County Public Library intends to apply for an NEH Challenge Grant in
the amount of $9,000, through the Division of Public Programs/Library Program. The non-
federal match will be $27,000 for a total of $36,000. $7,500 in gifts is expected to be in hand by
June 30, 1979. Funds for the non-federal match are to be raised by an enlarged and expanded
membership drive and other fund-raising activities by the Friends of the Library, over and
above their current activities and donations, and by a request for additional funding for this
specific purpose from the City and County appropriating bodies.

The Challenge Grant will be used to construct a Periodicals Room in the existing main library
building. The Library has a collection of bound and unbound periodical material, primarily in
the humanities, which is not readily available to the public due to space limitations. The
building of the Periodicals Room in the basement of the Library will enable students, scholars
and the general public to have easy access to this material for the study of the humanities.
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library serves as resource center for the northern third of
the state. The Periodicals Room would also make it possible for the Library to acquire
additional materials in the humanities by providing space to house an expanding collection.

The official who will authorize the application is Jane G. Roberts, Chairman, Library Board of
Trustees. Those responsible for the preparation of the grant application are Eleanor E. Murphy,
Director and Donna Barrett, Administrative Assistant. The telephone number is 205-536-0025.
Very truly yours, Eleanor Murphy, Director"s4

September 17, 1979 - The Board approved a new position title. Donna T. Barrett,
Administrative Assistant, will have the title of Assistant Director with added duties. The change
of title was important in the corporate world as denoting far more responsibility and authority
than the previous title.

This chapter will end with a subject that is near and dear to all our hearts - money. The
1979 library budget is provided below as a typical budget of that era to allow readers a sense of
the funding support needed to keep our library going and provide the services the customers
want. Of course, we all want more, but that is usually not possible. We have to live within our
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means, unless we have a credit card, but the library does not have a credit card. Below is a
breakout of the sources of income at the end of the 1970s.
LIBRARY SOURCES OF INCOME - October 1,1979-September 30,1980

Source Amount % of Total Budget
City of Huntsville $500,000 76.2
CETA* 31,581
Madison County 46,581 7.6
Law Library 6,786
State and Federal 9.6
LSCA 27,525
State of Alabama 31,859
Major Urban Resource 7,676
Library Grant
Gifts, Bequests, Interest 9,000 1.2
Fines, Xerox reimbursement 35,500 4.8
Other Grants 2,875 4

The above is the amount of money the library had to distribute toward the various facets
of the library. The largest slice, about 62%, went to salaries, payroll taxes & benefits. The
collections of books, periodicals, newspapers, records, microfilm, etc. received about 16%.
Operating expenses such as bookmobile, building maintenance, equipment repair and
maintenance, furniture, insurance and bonds, postage, equipment rental, consumable supplies,
and utilities received about 22%. ‘Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA)S

The decade of the 1970s was one of continuing outreach to all citizens of Madison
County and providing improved service in all aspects of library operations. This continued
improvement set the stage for an even more dramatic outreach in the next decade.
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1. Huntsville Library-1819 J.N.S. Jones law office 2. Huntsville Library - 1819 Book cabinet

3. Huntsville Carnegie Library
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4. Decatur Carnegie Library - Outside

5. Decatur Carnegie Library - Inside
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6. Huntsville Library - Fountain Circle

7. Huntsville Library - Monroe Street (Fort Book)
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8. Eleanor E. Murphy Library

9. Elbert H. Parsons Public Law Library
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10. Bailey Cove Library

11. Bessie K. Russell Library
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12. Madison Library

13. Tillman Hill Library
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14. New Hope Library - First Building on Highway 431

15. New Hope Library - Main Street
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16. Monrovia Library

17. Gurley Library
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18. Oscar Mason Center Library

19. Richard Showers Center Library
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20. Triana Youth Center Library

21. Huntsville Library Bookmobile - 2004
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Chapter 9

Public Radio

A Bridge Too Far
Cornelius Ryan, 1974

On Friday, October 27,1972 the Huntsville-Madison County Library Board, led by Mrs.
Roscoe Roberts, Chairman, gave its approval to apply to the Federal Communication
Commission (FCC) for a license to operate a non-commercial FM radio station. The radio
proposal was the idea of Elbert Watson, the library's director. He and the board had been
working on the idea for about eight months, and earlier in October the word leaked out.
Petitions and letters streamed into the library supporting the idea.

The station would offer classical music, information programs and in-depth studies of
what was going on in the community. Plans were for the broadcasting studio to be located in
the main library and it was hoped that, if the license was approved, broadcasting could start in
the fall of 1973. It would take six to eight weeks to file the proposal and four to six months for
the FCC to take action.

Board members and friends of the Library made several trips to Nashville to visit
WPLN-FM sponsored by the Nashville Public Library. WPLN was started in 1962 and had a
staff of fifteen in 1972. Its facilities included two control rooms and three sound studios. It had a
100,000-watt transmitter with an 85-mile radius. It broadcast eighteen hours per day, featuring
educational, informational or cultural programs.

WPLN was a member of the National Public Radio Network, which had 132 member
stations across the nation that feed locally-produced programs to other stations. Twenty to 25
percent of WPLN's programming was produced locally.

The station was seen as an extension of library services. Grants totaling about 75 percent
of the construction were available from the federal government and community organizations
would have to raise the remainder. If the station were established, Huntsville would have been
the third city in the country to have a library-sponsored public service radio station.1

The library's application to the Federal Communications Commission was forwarded in
April 1973. In December 1973, the library asked the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare for $137,000 to be used for purchase and installation of the necessary broadcasting
equipment and tower. The library, in turn, had to put up $35,000 in cash and services as
matching funds. Mrs. Virginia Thomme, the library coordinator, said the grant and construction
permit would probably come at the same time.

The operating costs would amount to an estimated $45,000 per year. The staff would
include a station manager and four other full-time and three part-time employees. The studio
would be located in the basement of the library and the transmitting tower on Monte Sano at
the Burritt Museum.

The library board changed the operating hours from 14 to 18 hours, which would result
in the station receiving between $16,000 and $18,000 from the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting. Library officials said that donations of $30,000 would be sought, but no funds
would be required from the city council nor the library.
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The station was expected to broadcast on 89.3 megahertz. Programming would feature
classical music, interspersed with book reviews, poetry readings, health topics, national and
local news, children's books, travel features, legal information, folk music by local artists,
Fantasy Playhouse, the Arts Council, women's news, Senior Citizens, and a "Huntsville Forum"
for call-in listeners.2

On February 8,1974, Elbert Watson, Director, Huntsville Public Library, and the initiator
of the radio project, wrote the following letter to the president of the city council,

"The Library Board would like to investigate the possibility of acquiring the old
Jeremiah Clemens home on the corner of Church and Clinton Streets. We understand
that the structure is still basically sound and can be renovated into a useable facility. We
feel the building can be utilized for various kinds of historical programs which we
envision for the library.

Of course, our budget at this time is a prohibitive facture (sic) in our ability to
purchase the building. But we did want you to know of our interest in doing something
to preserve this historic structure for the community...."3
By coincidence, exactly 30 years and 1 day later, on February 9, 2004, The Huntsville

Times carried an article that the Clemens House was going to be moved to a new site at Pratt
Avenue and Meridian Street. The house was more than 170 years old and was on the National
Register of Historic Places. The records suggest the house was built between 1825 and 1835.
Jeremiah Clemens was a colonel in the Mexican War, a U.S. senator for Alabama, a newspaper
editor, and a peace activist during the Civil War. The house in 2004 belonged to Huntsville
Utilities, which wanted the space for a parking lot.4 Now parking lots are big. In the 1830's, one
could tie up many horses in the space that two of today's monstrous sports utility vehicles
(SUV) take to park, and block other drivers' vision.

In July 1975 it was announced that the $137,000 grant from Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare and a $50,000 grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting were
approved. The station will have the letters WHPL on 89.3 megahertz and will be associated with
the National Public Radio Network. For readers who might not be familiar with the U.S. radio
designation system, "W'" is for stations east of the Mississippi River and "K" is for stations west
of the dividing line. The "HPL" appropriately stands for Huntsville Public Library. George
Dickerson, of WFIX radio in Huntsville, was named station manager. The radio will operate
from two suites in the old Times Building on Holmes Avenue in downtown Huntsville and the
antennas will be on Green Mountain. The station was expected to reach over 500,000 listeners
with 100,000 watts of power over a 100-mile radius. Making the announcement was Elbert
Watson, library director, Mrs. Roscoe Roberts, chairman of the library board, and Walt
Weisman, chairman of the Friends of the Library, which raised money to support the station.5

In August 1975 the library released news that a new organization, Friends of the Public
Radio, Inc. was formed to support the new public radio with financial donations and audience
development. Officers were: Walt Weisman, President; Walter Linde, Vice-president; James
Bush, Secretary; and Abner McNaron, Treasurer.6

Sometime between July and November 1975, the radio’s call letters changed from WHPL
to WLRH, which is what it is to this day. Walt Weisman was to fly to Washington, D.C. to tell
other organizations how Huntsville organized public support for its station. The Friends of the
Public Radio had a goal to raise $150,000 to get the station on the air and keep it there. There
were 24 personal on the board of directors of the Friends. Their goal was for each to contact 10
others to join the Friends, and those 10 contact 10 more.7
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The Friends of the Radio and Friends of the Library sponsored a breakfast meeting on
Friday, January 16, 1976. The guest of honor was Joe McCorquodale, speaker of the Alabama
House of Representatives, who warned that raising taxes was not likely, and the legislature was
hunting for ways to reduce expenses. The message seemed to be, don't look for any increase in
funds. Marelle Pruitt, president of the Friends of the Library, presented a check for $5,000 to
Walt Weisman, president of the Friends of the Public Radio.8

"Governor George Wallace allocated $40,000 to establish a broadcast service to
19,000 blind and handicapped persons in 22 North Alabama counties, according to
Representative Hartwell Lutz, chairman of the Madison County delegation.

The $40,000 in state revenue sharing funds is the first "score” on the Friends of
the Public Radio campaign to raise $100,000 to establish the station.

The station, WLRH, becomes the second public radio station in the nation to
receive revenue sharing funds.

'Reading the newspaper grocery ads is a simple act for the sighted,' Lutz said.
'This grant to station WLRH-FM will make it possible for the print handicapped to hear
- and take advantage of - weekly grocery 'specials,’ hear best sellers read over the air,
and learn of services beneficial to them.’

Elbert Watson, library director, said that by his action establishing Alabama first
broadcast station to the blind and handicapped, Governor Wallace has earned 'the
sincere appreciation of those who care for their fellow man."™9
A Day to Remember - October 13, 1976 - WLRH On-the-Air The station was officially

opened when James Record, Chairman, Madison County Commission, cut the ribbon at 2:15
P.M. A 40-seat auditorium was dedicated to Dr. Eberhard Rees and James Record. There was a
reception from 2-4 P.M. That evening there was an invitation dinner at the Carriage Inn. The
special guest for the dinner was Chester "Lum" Lauck of radio's early classic "Lum and Abner"
series. [I hope some of my readers remember Lum and Abner.] Other popular radio shows of
that era were The Shadow and The Great Gildersleeve. "Lum" was an appropriate guest
because WLRH-FM set aside Saturdays and Sundays for replays of "old-time" radio shows. The
studio was open for public tours on October 13-14, the Saturday and Sunday after the opening.10
It needs to be reemphasized that the station received neither library nor local tax money.

On December 17, 1976, Elbert Watson, library director, sent the following memo to the
library and radio staff:

"FUND RAISING SPECIAL FOR LIBRARY AND RADIO STAFF

Full time, part-time and pages will individually receive:

1 day off for the first $100.00 given to the radio station through your fund raising
activities.

4 hours will be given for the second and subsequent $100.00.

No more than five days may be accumulated for this special.

RULES:

1. No partial days will be given. ($25.00 does not entitle you to 2 hours off.
2. The money must be turned in to Mr. Watson as you receive it.
3. This offer expires January 15th All money must be turned in by that date.
4. Full-time and part-time staff must take their days off by February 28,
1977.
Pages must take their day off by March 31,1977
Time off must be approved by the department head.

o o
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7. Fund raising that is to be applied to this time off special cannot be done
during your regularly scheduled work day.

8. These contacts should be personal and not business or civic groups. These
should be cleared through Margie Weisman.

9. Those people who give $10.00 or more will receive the WLRH Program
Guide for 1 year.

10. You may not tell your prospects of the incentive for participating in thisfunding
effort. [Author's italics.]

11. Administrative staff is excluded from participating."1l

In April 1977 the radio station was running out of money. Virginia Tomme, station
director, said the station would run out of money in May sometime, and the station board
decided not to borrow any money with no money coming in. A committee was formed to
consider taking the station's Federal Communications Commission license from the library and
giving it to a "consortium" of business and government leaders and private citizens. The cash
flow was not there and there was only enough money to pay part of the bills in May.

Audience response to the station had been good, but management and money problems
plagued the station since the beginning. The grant of $50,000 from the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting apparently had strings attached from the very beginning. The community must
match each grant dollar with three dollars, which equates to $150,000 by the end of the fiscal
year July 31.

The grant was also conditional on the stations using expensive programming from
National Public Radio, programming such as concert performances and current events
discussions, which are predictable monthly drains on the available cash.

The station set up with three arms of control: the library, which had legal license
responsibility, an advisory group on programming, and the Friends of Public Radio, the prime
local fundraising group. Experts who reviewed this system after it was formed told the locals it
"is not a matter of if the problems will occur, but when they will occur,” Mrs. Tomme said, She
said they were right. The fundraisers did bring in well over $125,000 for the first-year
operations.12

The news about the public radio station continued to worsen, 'but now the rest of the
story,' ala Paul Harvey, the noted radio commentator. But before the rest of the story is told, it is
appropriate to introduce Augustine's Laws, by Norman Augustine, 1982. Norman Augustine
held multiple management positions in the Department of Defense (DoD) Research,
Development, and Acquisition structure in the 1970's. Later he was chief executive officer of
Martin Marietta Corporation. While in the DoD, he collected many statistics about the cost,
schedule, and other facets of developing military hardware. From that data of dozens of
systems over 40-year periods, he prepared graphs depicting trends. He then drew conclusions
from the trends and developed Augustine's laws, which were whimsical and satirical
statements about the conclusions. The data support his conclusions, but people in that business
do not like to hear them because their job of getting more money from DOD and Congress
depends upon optimism, not historic realism.

This brings us to the juncture of public radio and Augustine's laws. Augustine's Law
Number XIII states, "If a sufficient number of management layers are superimposed on top of
each other, it can be assured that disaster is not left to chance."13 And now the rest of the story.
In April 1977 the money problems of the public radio operation started to surface. Jack
Hartsfield, The Huntsville Times, wrote a comprehensive story on May 1,1977. Virginia Tomme,
previously quoted, said, "Up to now, its been like sitting in a rowboat trying to tug the Queen
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Mary off a sandbar." The managerial turnover at the top was one factor contributing to the
problem. Newman Milwee, a Huntsvillian with local commercial experience stayed only a short
time. Kim Hodgson, from Minnesota, stayed for only six days. Tomme is the head because the
higher management cannot find a professional who would do the job for the salary that was
available. The Friends of Public Radio, the volunteers expected to keep the donations rolling in
to sustain the operations have become almost nonexistent. There was always hope for future
grants, but that had mostly faded.

Bob Loren was chairman of a citizens committee seeking help for the station. The
committee was trying to one, or several, of the local colleges to take over the operations. Those
schools were Alabama A&M University. The University of Alabama in Huntsville, Oakwood
College, Athens College, and Calhoun Community College.

Managerial problems, technical difficulties, disputes among the staffers, and lack of
know-how became evident not long after the station opened. Within the first month of
operation, expenses soared beyond the estimated income from both grants and donations.
Elbert Watson, the library director and station originator said the concept of grants and public
donations just did not happen.

The Friends of Public Radio did have 600 members, but the group splintered when the
Friends did not have a say in the programming. Walt Weisman, who headed the Friends group
from the beginning, resigned when the station began operating. He believed that the station
should have had a university connection from the beginning. He believed that was still the
needed affiliation to help the station survive.

The public radio station in Birmingham operated under the wing of the University of
Alabama in Birmingham. The station in Nashville, under which pattern Huntsville was
organized, operated under the public library, but obtained annual funding from the city's
general fund. Huntsville's was not established on that basis, even as a contingency.

Elbert Watson continued to take the heat, but everyone admitted that the station would
not have started had it not been for Watson's initiative.

The station would like to reduce the number of employees to six and cut out the
expensive syndicated pre-taped programs such as the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Boston
Symphony. But hope was fading for someone to step forward with significant donations or to
take control of the station.4

The woes of WLRH were laid before the city council Thursday night, May 5, 1977. The
station obtained a loan for $8,000 from the library, with the station's unencumbered equipment
put up as collateral. This only met the January 1977 payroll. The station had nine employees in
May, but had 14 or 15 earlier. Mrs. Tomme, on the hot seat in front of the council, responded to
guestions by Councilman Leon Crawford. Crawford thought that 3-4 people could operate the
station. Mrs. Tomme replied that 3-4 could not do what the station intended to do. The public
broadcasting folks in Washington told them that no station had set out to do what WLRH
wanted to do with less than 14 people.

The station's operations manager, George Dickerson, had 10 years experience and
another employee, Jonathan Potkin, was in radio for 3 years in Oregon. Unsaid were the
experiences of the other employees, so no experience was the presumed answer. Mrs. Toome,
labeled a director, admitted that her background included no radio work, but that her primary
duty was in the area of fund-raising. If the station was closed down, the $50,000 grant from the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting would have to be returned.’5 In July 1977 the library board
decided to continue operating the station after the July 31 end of contract with the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting. The radio would only broadcast 12 hour per day instead of the original
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18. The state Educational Television (ETV) had expressed interest in taking over the station, but
had no guarantees that they would have the money when their fiscal year began on October 1.
The library board determined it would close the station before October 1 if the ETV people lost
interest in the project.

The city council, by a 3-2 vote, had earlier approved the sum of $35,000 to keep the
station afloat until October 1. This action occurred after the University of Alabama in Huntsville
officials failed to get permission from university trustees to take over the station.16 The library
and its friends had only raised $122,000 of the $150,000 required by the CPB. If everything
collapsed, $56,000 would have to be repaid to the CPB.17 Everything finally collapsed and the
radio license eventually wound up at The University of Alabama in Huntsville, continuing as
WLRH-FM and part of the national public radio system as of 2004.

The library radio sounded like a noble and worthwhile opportunity, but as usually
happens, a lack of money can easily sink the greatest of projects. This project was analogous to
the World War Il Allied offensive of seizing key bridges told in Ryan's book, the idea was good
but it led to overreach of capabilities. The failure laid the foundation for future success and led
to the public radio still in Huntsville in 2004, so all's well that ends well.
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Chapter 10

The Golden Decade Begins

"Libraries are reservoirs ofstrength, grace and wit, reminders oforder,
calm and continuity, lakes of mental energy, neither warm nor cold, light nor dark.
The pleasure they give is steady, unorgastic, reliable, deep and long-lasting. In any
library in the world, | am at home, unselfconscious, still and absorbed.”

Germaine Greer
Daddy, We Hardly Knew You (1989)
The Quotable Book Lover

Have a question and are too lazy to chase down the answer? Ask the library, specifically
the reference desk of the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, which was in the
basement. The folks there were specialists in knowing where to find the answer, and maybe
would chase down the answer for you. The reference island was surrounded by answers, some
may be in the books on the second floor, some may be in archives on other floors and some may
be found in other libraries across Alabama and beyond which can be accessed by computer.

In the spring of 1980 the Huntsville Public Library took the initiative to write a grant
proposal to the state library service to develop a cooperative program to make it easier for
customers in North Alabama to access documents from multiple libraries. The grant of $250,000
was for the first year of a three-year pilot program to allow 25 public, school, and specialized
libraries in eight counties across North Alabama to access and share collections. Lee Pike of
Evergreen, Colorado was hired as a full-time coordinator of the program.

Mrs. Bessie K. Russell, director of the local history room for 33 years, retired in July 1980
and went to live with her son in California.l

The Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) was a U.S. government
program designed to assist economically disadvantaged, unemployed, or underemployed
persons. Enacted in 1973, CETA provided block grants to state and local governments to
support public and private job training and such youth programs as the Job Corps and Summer
Youth Employment. In 1982, CETA was superseded by the Job Training Partnership Act, which
established the Office of Job Training Programs.

The Huntsville-Madison Public Library was highly dependent on CETA positions in the
early 1980s as supplements to understaffed areas. The funding of these positions provided the
minimum needed to fulfill commitments to the public. Without CETA positions it would have
been imperative to request additional funds from sponsoring agencies or reduce current levels
of services.

In 1980 the library employed four people from the CETA program. Mrs. Joan Baretta
worked as a circulation assistant in the Young Readers Department; Mrs. Jeris Hill was a Reader
Advisor in the Subregional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped; Mr. Brian Moore
was a Maintenance Assistant; and Mrs. Vivian Richardson as a Film Technician in the Audio-
Visual department.

What kind of person steals books from a library? What is stealing? Webster's Dictionary
defines it as "to take the property of another wrongfully and esp. as a habitual or regular
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practice." If you check a book out of the library and forget to return it, that is not stealing. If you
fail to return the book after being notified that it is overdue, what is that? You have the book
knowingly, but fail to return it. Seems as that might qualify as stealing. What kind of person
does that? Probably people from many walks of life.

What kind of person steals a rare book from a library? Undoubtedly it would not be one
of the homeless persons who inhabit the library sometimes. It probably would be someone who
likes books, maybe even loves books, and has a good appreciation of the rarity or value.
Stealing books, with great purposefulness, has a lengthy history. Two examples are below.

In the middle of the 17thcentury a fellow by the name of Giambattista Pamfili, a member
of the Catholic Church, inspected a well-endowed private library in Paris with some of his
colleagues. The owner noticed a book was missing. Cardinal Barberini, who had assembled the
group and vouched for them, locked the door and insisted that everyone be searched. Pamfili
protested, there was a struggle, and the book fell from his robes. Pamfili later became Pope
Innocent X. As pope he drove the Barberini family out of Rome. Pope Innocent X was a book
thief and not so innocent. But people eventually stole from his Vatican Library.2

During the 1970s - 80s, Steven Blumberg stole 23,600 books from 268 libraries in 45
states and 2 Canadian provinces. He stole from America's finest libraries, and they did not
realize it until he was caught and the police searched for the rightful owners. He liked books,
and liked to steal. What a combination! He selected his books carefully.3

The Huntsville Library was not fortunate enough to have someone famous steal a book
from it. But book lovers are candidates, because they know value. Who would know such value
better than a friend? A friend of the library, that is.

In late 1980, John Pannick of 3613 Conger Road, Huntsville, stole a document from the
Huntsville Public Library. Pannick was a "regular" patron of the library who helped set prices
for books at benefit sales. He was vice president of the Civil War Roundtable, a local historical
group. The stolen document was a printed, undated "broadside" from the library's Zeitler
Collection. The broadside, large paper printed on only one side, was valued at between $500
and $750.

The document was, "Letter From The Ladies Of The South To The Soldiers Of The
Confederate Army." Pannick, 36 years old, had represented himself as the owner of "The Sword
and Saber,” a home business, and mailed the document to a rare-book dealer in Boston at
"Goodspeed Bookshop." Bailey Bishop, the dealer, checked it in a standard national
bibliography and saw it listed as part of the Huntsville Library's collection. Ranee' Pruitt,
library archivist, confirmed that it was missing. It was identified by a watermark, printing
details, and other features visible on a library photocopy.

The library called the local police, who called Mr. Bishop in Boston, and he mailed it
back. Assistant Library Director Donna Barrett said the incident marks the first apparent theft of
an historical document from the library.4 "First apparent theft" is a deceptive phrase. As in
Blumberg's case above, no one knew about the missing books until notified. Some books were
not returned because there was not sufficient identification to determine the owner. Rare
documents are not usually inventoried, but only found to be missing when someone looks for
them.

On March 25, 1981, Robert E. Cramer, Jr., District Attorney, sent the following letter to
Ms. Barrett at the library.

"Our files indicate that on the 12th day of December, 1980, the Huntsville Public

Library was victimized. This office has successfully concluded the prosecution of the
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defendant in this case, and he has pleaded guilty to the amended charge of Attempted

Theft of Lost Property.

Punishment meted out by the District Court Judge was a sentence of six months
in jail in the Madison County Jail. The sentence was suspended, and the defendant was

placed on probation for a period of 12 months. The defendant was also ordered to pay a

fine of $500 and court costs.

Should this office or any member of my staff be able to assist you in any way in
the future, we will consider it an honor to do so0."5

The weekend after Pannick was sentenced, the library took in hundreds of dollars in
fines, as people were dumping so many books in the book depository that library personnel had
to empty the depository six times in one day.

Martin Towery, who worked in the adult department in 2004, remembered the early
days of his 30-year tenure with the library, when back in the Fountain Circle location he worked
mostly nights and weekends. He closed up on a Friday night after he had done his security
checks. The next morning he opened the building and there was a homeless man reading a
magazine, who had been missed the night before and enjoyed his night of solitude. After all,
which homeless person will call the police to get them out of the library at night when locked
in. It was quiet, he had his choice of sleeping arrangements and there was no one to bother
him.b

March 19, 1981 - Eleanor Murphy, Director of the Huntsville-Madison County Public
Library announced to the library board that she would resign, at a date that would give the
board time to select a replacement. It was time for her to retire after 28 years with the library.
Since the North Alabama Cooperative Library System would likely dissolve at the end of the
fiscal year and more state aid money would be coming directly to the library, there would be an
opportunity for new programs and projects. A new director would be able to be involved in the
new programs from the beginning.

On May 12, 1981, Donna T. Barrett, Assistant Director, submitted her name and resume
to the library board for the job of director: "I have ten years of library experience, seven of
which have been in direct public service and three of which have been in administrative work
in this library. | have, during my library career, done everything from typing overdue notices
and performing puppet shows to making presentations and undertaking sophisticated research
projects. | am proud of our library, its staff, and its potential. | would be honored to have the
opportunity to be its Director."7

Donna Barrett received a Master of Library Science from the University of Alabama in
1976, which she earned on a part-time basis while working full-time at the Birmingham Public
Library. She received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in history and political science from Mississippi
State College for Women, Columbus, Mississippi. She was selected as the director in May 1981.

Eleanor Murphy officially retired from the library on July 31, 1981. She worked for the
library for 28 years. She was head librarian, 1958-60, and assistant director, 1961-77. Upon Elbert
Watson's resignation in 1977, she became acting director and then director until her retirement.

October 1,1981 - The friends of the Charlotte Drive Branch requested that the branch be
renamed the Eleanor Murphy Branch in honor of Mrs. Murphy and her long contributions to
the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. The library board approved the action.

November 18,1981 - The friends of the library made almost $10,000 on their book sale in
October and $3,500 on the mini-sale in September. The friends have raised $34,000 for the
library between 1973 and 1981.
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The Huntsville Times editorial, February 17, 1982 criticized the library for closing on
President's Day. The Chairman of the Library Board, Mrs. Jane G. Roberts, sent the following
letter to the Times:

"Being criticized for closing the library in observance of President's Day is a
mixed blessing. While we dislike inconvenience to the public because of closing, it is
reassuring to see that our citizens consider the Huntsville Public Library an essential
service.

Holidays for library employees are set each year by the library Board. The board
tries to align the library's holidays with those observed by city hall as much as possible.
We felt justified is allowing our employees a holiday that many other citizens enjoy. Our
library serves the community 68 hours a week, including service on Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. Very few governmental agencies could boast that. During 1981 our
library was open for service 353 out of 365 days.

We feel that one of the reasons for the Huntsville Public Library's continued
growth and success in an age when other public libraries around the country facing
cutbacks in collections and services is due to our responsiveness to the needs of our
community. The board will certainly re-evaluate its policy of closing in observance of
President's Day, and all other holidays observed by the library. We're sorry for the
inconvenience, but we're glad you missed us."8
The Alabama Library Association annual convention was back in Huntsville in April 28-

30, 1982. Donna Barrett, Director, Huntsville Public Library, was chair of the event. The event
hosted 700 Alabama librarians in the Von Braun Civic Center. In 1953 Huntsville hosted 240
state librarians at the state convention. The difference between 240 and 700 in 29 years reflects
the growth of Alabama libraries. There may be other reasons for the larger numbers in
Huntsville. In 1953 there were hardly any tourist attractions in town, and travel was not as easy
as in 1982 with the interstate highways.

The keynote speaker at the first general session was Robert Theobald, author and social
critic. He was the author of An Alternative Future for America's Third Century, Beyond Despair,
Social Policies for America in the Seventies, and Economizing Abundance. He challenged state
librarians to accept that their mission in the modern world is "to convince people that they are
not going crazy. ...You have a self-interest in assuming that the public is ill-informed. ...It is a
professional tic, and the same is shared by educators."9

The luncheon on the first day of the convention honored former United States
Congressman Carl A. Elliott, Sr. Elliott, 1913-1999, was a native of Jasper, Alabama in Walker
County about 75 miles southwest of Huntsville. He was the son of a tenant farmer and worked
his way through the University of Alabama, graduating in 1933 and from the University's Law
School in 1936. He was in Congress from 1949 to 1965, representing the Seventh District. "In
1956, Elliott authored the Library Services Act, which brought bookmobiles and library service
to millions of rural Americans. In 1958, he co-authored the National Defense Education Act,
which improved science, foreign language and technology education nationwide and provided
low-interest loans for college and graduate school for needy students. Both laws have been
extended; more than 30,000,000 loans have been made for students nationwide.

Elliott campaigned for Alabama governor in 1966 on a platform of federal assistance to
the needy, better education, and racial tolerance. He lost the election to Lurleen Wallace and
slipped into political obscurity, practicing law, writing books about local history, producing
columns and book reviews for area newspapers, and publishing books by local authors. His
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books included five volumes of Annals of Northwest Alabama, a history of Red Bay, and seven
volumes of histories of coal miners.

Elliott received new recognition of his achievements in 1990, when he became the first
recipient of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award. His autobiography, The Cost of
Courage: The Journey of An American Congressman, was published in 1992."10

The American Library Association approved a resolution honoring Carl Elliott during its
midwinter meeting in Denver, January 22-28, 1982. The Huntsville library director, Donna
Barrett, was one of three people active in the effort to secure the honor for Elliott.

After the convention in Huntsville, Carl Elliott sent the following letter to Donna Barrett:

"May 5,1982

Dear Donna,

Never in my life have | been so honored so completely and in such detail and good taste
as was done by the Alabama Library Association on April 27th To you, as chairperson of the
convention, and as a friend, | tender my most hearty, yet humble, thanks. Both resolutions were
beautiful and well written, though as we both understand grossly overstated. | think if that kind
of praise was bestowed on me very often it would take hold. Before you all were finished |
could feel stirrings which might eventually lead to a delusion of belief. I might be one of those
people who couldn't ever stand much praise. First, | fear I'd believe, then start quoting all the
beautiful things that were said and read.

The book ends were beautiful and useful, and something | personally needed. | think of
them being somewhat symbolic of my life with books.

I thought the pictorial presentation was outstanding. It surprised me. It had never
occurred to me that it would be done and had | known it was being done | wouldn't have
expected the high quality of its craftsmanship. | thought it bore the attributes of professional
excellence.

Now, I'm sure one of the best things that ever happened to my career was Bob
Schremser becoming interested in it. He's making my little place in history glisten with such
importance as to be unreal. | guess that's what the fable meant when it spoke of making
mountains out of molehills.

It was very thoughtful, and to me most meaningful occasion. It was that in
contemplation I'll gain strength and encouragement from a long time.

Thanks, Donna.

With admiration for you, and esteem, always, | am

Your friend,

/s/ CARL ELLIOTT, SR."11

After the convention in Huntsville, Anthony W. Miele, Director, Alabama Public Library
Service, sent the following letter to Donna Barrett:

"Dear Donna,

Just wanted to take this opportunity to congratulate you on an excellent conference.
There is no doubt in my mind that this is the best Alabama Library Association Conference I've
attended since I've been in Alabama.

Your hard work and good planning were very apparent in making the conference
successful.

Congratulations to you and your committee for a job well done! Montgomery will be
hard pressed to equal your performance."12

In April 1982 the library had a "Free Fine Week", when 4,000 books were returned. One
lady brought back 30 books at one time. A second patron returned a book that had been out
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since 1942. The library tried to call borrowers on the phone to arrange for the books to be picked
up. Ms. Barrett, Library Director, said, "We get to their house and find no one at home." Ms.
Barrett said the library lost 15,470 books between 1979 and 1982. It was not just forgetfulness, as
books turned up at garage sales and flea markets. One woman refused to return almost $1,000
worth of audio-visual material she had checked out. Only a letter threatening to turn her case
over to the city attorney's office prompted the woman to get right with the library.13

The replacement cost of lost library materials was approximately $120,000, and the
annual budget for the purchase of materials for 1982 was only $147,000. That was a significant
loss. 4

Donna Barrett married Bob Schremser, also a librarian, at 2. P.M., August 7, 1982, so
there will be a name change in this history from now on.

What kind of person fails to return books? Forgetful? Yes. Willful disregard for others
people's property? Absolutely! Maybe those folks believe it is okay to steal from the public's
treasury of books, but would they tolerate a government official stealing books? Probably not,
but if they do it, they probably consider it a civic right to steal from government. What runs
through their minds? Maybe not very much.

On September 2, 1982 the Huntsville City Council agreed to adopt an ordinance giving
the Huntsville Public Library the authority to seek court action against those who "fail or refuse
to return ... any book, periodical, recording or other material borrowed" from the main library
or its branches. Under the law, borrowers who refuse to return books can be fined up to $100
and/or be sentenced to up to 30 days in jail by the municipal judge. The borrower must be
given at least 10 days written notice before he can be prosecuted.15

The activities of the Young Readers' Department for the first week of October 1982 was
guoted in its entirety to demonstrate the breadth of the activities available to the children of
Madison County. This week was repeated each week of October.

"Friday 10/1
1:30-2:00 Storytime at the Bookmobile stop in Madison.

Monday 1074
1:00-1:30 Storytime at the Bookmobile stop in New Market.

Tuesday 10/5

9:00-10:00 Storvtime at Bessie K. Russell Branch Library with Mrs. Green (preschool).
1:30-2:00 Storytime at the Bookmobile stop in Harvest.

4:00-4:30 Storytime at the Bookmobile stop at Madison Cross Roads.

4:40-5:00 Grunches and Grins ETV (Educational Television).

7:00-8:00 Family Night for all ages at the Bessie K. Russell Branch Librarv to enjoy films,
puppet shows and crafts...

Wednesday 10/6

9:00-10-00 Storytime at Eleanor Murphy Branch Library. Crafts with Judy Bell
(preschool).

10:15-11:00 Storvtime at Huntsville Public Library with Sara McDaris

(preschool).

1:30-2:15 Storytime at Huntsville Public Library with Sara McDaris (preschool).

1:30-2:00 Storytime at the Bookmobile stop in New Hope.
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3:30-4:00 Storytime at Bessie K. Russell Library with Ben Heiman (ages 7-10) Movies and
a Puppet Show featuring "Misty Rainbow" and Ms. Anderson will follow Storytime.

Thursday 10/7

4:30-5:00 Grunches and Grins ETV."16

February 15,1983 - A resident from Gurley requested that a branch library be started in
that town. The Board requested that the director follow-up on the possibility of a branch. It took
several years before Gurley got a branch. It does take more than the request of one person, it
takes a whole community to work to achieve such a goal. The stories of several branches will be
detailed later.

The city ordinance of September 1982 enforcing overdue library books received some
attention of The Huntsville Times in March 1983. The paper ran articles on March 4 and 17 about
people served summonses for failing to appear in court. Those receiving a summons had
already received three letters from the library. Fourteen folks had their names in the paper,
which probably provided a little embarrassment, as well as a little dent in their pocketbooks.171
tried to find their names in the 2004 telephone book, but was unsuccessful.

In 1983 Huntsville Public Library, Wheeler Basin Regional Library (Decatur), Gadsden
Public Library and the Alabama Library Exchange Inc., together wrote a grant request to the
Federal Library Services and Construction Act. The $100,000 that was received was equally
matched by local money and a contract was made with CL Systems, a company that markets
library computer systems. This system was called the Library Management Network Inc.
(LMN). Ten other libraries and institutions subsequently joined the network. Members of the
network pay additional fees to connect another terminal to the network, for maintenance and
for additional software.

There were 12 terminals at the Huntsville libraries and 30 more were used by other
members. In addition to the LMN was "ALEX", a term for the Alabama Library Exchange. It
was six-year-old cooperative library system pilot project to improve and equalize library
services in an eight-county area of northeast Alabama. There were 41 public, academic, school,
and research libraries participating. This was the first interconnected system in the Huntsville
library to allow a much wider electronic search for books and documents not held in the library.
Since Huntsville had the most books, the other participants benefited from it perhaps more than
Huntsvillians. The money was received and implemented in 1984.

Win some and lose some. That was the story in applying for grants. The letter quoted
below was from the Alabama Public Library Service, June 22,1983. It was a win.

"The Executive Board of the Alabama Public Library Service, the Alabama Advisory
Council on Libraries, and the staff of the Alabama Public Library Service have reviewed your
grant applications for FY1984 federal funds under the Library Services and Construction Act,
Title 1. We are pleased to notify you that the following application(s) have been approved, and
contingent upon your library's acceptance of the terms of the grant and the availability of
federal funds, you will receive FY1984 funds for the projects in the amount specified:

Collection Development $20,000

The local library must provide one dollar ($1.00) on collection development for every two
dollars ($2.00) of LSCA funds received under the grant.

Computer Literacy  $4,000

Service to Disadvantaged Children $ 3,000

Young Adult Service $ 6,000

164



Library materials purchased under this grant must be located in the public library and its
branches, not in public schools.

When funds become available, your library will receive contracts which must be signed,
notarized and returned to APLS. The grants will be in effect from January 1, 1984 until
December 31,1984."1

The next day, June 23,1983, the APLS sent a letter disapproving a grant request.

"The Executive Board of the Alabama Public Library Service, the Alabama Advisory
Council on Libraries, and the staff of Alabama Public Library Service have reviewed your grant
application(s) for FY1984 federal funds under the Library Services and Construction Act, Title I.
The following proposal which your library submitted was not approved for funding:

Local History/Genealogy

Microfiching $5,600

The project was not approved because the Advisory Council believed it to be local in nature and
would not have statewide implications.

Thank you for your interest and cooperation in the continued development of public libraries in
Alabama."19

Sue Royer was appointed Assistant Director in July 1983. She was still in that position in
2004.

A lease was signed in December 1983 to place a branch library in Madison Mall. The
branch opened on August 1, 1984. One hundred new library cards were issued the first day. It
was in a cubby hole beside the escalator at the west end of the first floor.

In 1984 the library initiated the ambitious project of automating the handling of books
and materials. This was the bar-coding of all materials so that a computer can easily keep track
of materials, checking out, checking in, maintenance, inventory, acquisition and de-accession.
This action was related to the Library Management Network activity cited above. Patrons were
issued bar-coded library cards also. The computer will keep up with overdue materials so tardy
readers can be notified. 20

The city ordinance about overdue books helped bring down the loss rate of books down
to about 100 per year. In addition, the electronic theft-proof measures have also helped bring
down rates. Another theft issue still continued. People tear pages out of reference books and
take them home instead of making a copy of the pages at the library. When the losses are noted,
a library employee has to track down the missing page in another document or location, make a
copy, and paste it into the original document. This takes considerable time.2

February 19, 1985 - The board agreed with Mrs. Schremser's recommendation that the
branch librarians be responsible for book selection at their branches, because they have more
knowledge about what was needed in their collections.

November 19,1985 - A patron complained that George Washington's Expense Account, by
Marvin Kitman, cast a poor reflection on Washington's reputation as the father of our country.
She thought it should be removed from the collection and the board agreed.

The fact that the board banned a book based on the say-so of one patron, and the flimsy
reason, got this author's adrenaline flowing. | got on the Internet in September 2004, found the
book, bought it and read it. My conclusions about the book were;

= George Washington's expense account in his own handwriting was reproduced from

the archives.

e The author used other historical material to fill out the history of that era and

provide the basis for his conclusions, which were well documented.
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= The author's explanations were logical and his assumptions about other situations to

explain Washington's expenses were solid.

e He drew parallels to later warfare and modern military-industrial complex

relationships to support his conclusions. | spent 27 years active duty in the U.S.
Army and another 8 years working for a defense contractor, so | have a base of
knowledge that can fairly judge Kitman's statements.

< He had a sharp and sarcastic wit and style, but it was only applied to his logical

conclusions and assumptions.

To ban the book because one person thought Washington should be considered a perfect
God above all commentary about his life and decisions is a violation of the Library Bill of
Rights, as promulgated by the American Library Association. | stand ready to debate anyone
about Washington's expense account and its meaning.

| wrote a letter to Mrs. Roberts, the chairman of the library board during that period,
asking for her response to my assessments above. She graciously responded by telephone. She
remembered that the library patron was a member of the local chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR). The person declared that the DAR chapter would not donate to
the building fund for the current Fort Book if the book remained in the library.2 This event
occurred two years before the building was finished. Recalling the biblical verse about casting
the first stone, who among us would not cast out a book for the sake of a nice donation for a
new library building? Probably few people read the book or knew it existed anyway. We need
to keep our perspective and paraphrase Marie Antoinette, of French Revolution fame, if they
want to read it, let them buy it. On a personal note, | thank that patron, 19 years later, for
introducing me to an amusing and enlightening book about the Revolutionary War.

Now, back to George Washington's reputation. The mainstream historians from about
1800 to about 1950 generally glorified the American experiment in democracy. They
emphasized the white Anglo-Saxon heritage, made near-gods of our founding fathers and
decided to barely mention women, Negroes and Indians, except in a diminutive sense. Parson
Mason Locke Weems, an itinerant bookseller, was a biographer of Washington in the first
decade of the 18thcentury. Weems was the popularizer of the "Cherry Tree" myth and wrote,
"The Life of George Washington with Curious Anecdotes, Equally Honourable to Himself and
Exemplary to his Young Countrymen." The full title tells it all, and generations of historians
following Weems perpetuated the glorious story of our first president.

Have you ever wondered what all the letters mean that are before the Dewey Decimal
System number or the first three letters of the author's name? Here's your chance to memorize
them, because most are obvious.

e F Fiction
B Biography
L Large print
< YA Young adult
e J Junior orjuvenile
e E Easy readers - picture books for small children
e PB Paperback
= R Reference - cannot be checked out
e Z Archives
= SF Science fiction
e« M Mystery
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W Western

e SC Story collection, by first author's name

e VT Video tape

e« T Cassette tapes

e CD Compact disk

= 364.25 Nonfiction classification by Dewey Decimal System

The fourth annual "Banned Books Week" was observed by the library during 9-15
September 1985. The event was sponsored by the American Library Association; the American
Booksellers Association; the American Society of Journalists and Authors; the Association of
American Publishers; and the National Association of College Stores.

Mrs. Donna Schremser, who joined the library staff in 1977, was quoted by the Huntsville
News, "We're very fortunate that we live in a progressive community that respects a person's
right to read whatever he wishes to. We have not had any incidents (at the public library) that |
recall.” She was not in town in 1967 when the Assistant City Attorney, Cantey Cooper, decided
to start a one-person crusade to ban a book by Norman Mailer.

According to the American Library Association, censorship rose from 300 in 1979 to
about 1,000 targets in 1984, but most of those were in public schools.Z3

In 1986 the Bessie Russell Branch moved from the North Parkway K-Mart parking lot to
3011-C Sparkman Drive to place it in a more residential area. That was where it remained in
2004. It was in a very small building, which was stuffed like a sausage with books and videos.
In 2004 it had four computers and one library search monitor. In 2004 it was staffed by 2 full-
time and 1 part-time employee, and supplemented by a volunteer high school student. There
was a small children's area about three feet from the computers. The librarian's desk was in the
middle so the computers can be monitored, as they are only ten feet away. There was only one
small reading table. On second thought, it may be stuffed even tighter than a sausage. It needs
more community support. There was a vehicular drop-off box outside.

Susan Markham joined the library on May 20, 1986 and was promoted to Head of
Outreach and Extension in July 1987. That was the start of the Golden Decade of branch
expansion, 1988-1997, during which ten new branch locations were opened and the Madison
Branch moved to upgraded locations twice. She was still with the library as of 2004.

"Reading Skills Are Nothing To Clown About

'Ringling Readers,' a nationwide campaign by Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey
Circus to encourage children to read, will be introduced here Monday and Tuesday. The special
presentation will be conducted by circus clown James Wade on Monday at the auditorium of
the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library downtown at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. and again on
Tuesday, June 10, (1986) at the Madison Square Mall at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 'Ringling Readers' is
presented in cooperation with the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library and The Huntsville
Times.

'Ringling Readers' is a motivational program designed and coordinated by the Circus in
cooperation with Reading Is Fundamental (RIF), a national non-profit organization, the Urban
League and local business and community organizations across the country. The highlight of
the 'Ringling Readers' program is a 25-minute show presentation called 'Reading Is Three Rings
of Fun," which actively involves the children in the many adventures of reading.

Each youngster who attends the program will receive a copy of The Ringling Reporter,
compliments of The Huntsville Times. This is a newly published eight-page newspaper
containing stories about the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus especially written
and edited for children by Reading Is Fundamental (RIF).
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James Wade, whose clown name is Patches, says, 'l enjoy using the magic of clowning to
encourage children to read. By showing children how reading helps them grow, laugh and
imagine, we hope to spark an interest that will last a lifetime/ James, a native of Charleston, W.
Va., is a 1985 graduate of Ringling Brothers and Bamum and Bailey Circus College. He
previously traveled with his own clowning and magic show and has taught as an artist-in-
residence in the West Virginia public schools.

'Ringling Readers' is being initiated in response to the fact that an estimated 23 million
Americans are unable to read well enough to cope adequately in modern society."2 The 23
million cited above equates to 9.6 percent of our country's population of 239 million in 1986,
which was a sad statistic.

January 27, 1987 - A City Council member from Gurley called and wanted the
bookmobile back in Gurley. The town was willing to pay $1,000 if the bookmobile stop was
reinstated. The town also wanted to discuss a branch in their area.

The 1987 Alabama Library Association annual meeting was conducted in Huntsville on
April 1-3. Mrs. Jane Roberts, Chairman, Library Board, Huntsville-Madison County Public
Library, received the Alabama Library Association's Public Service Award in 1987. She was the
board's chairman for the last 21 years and had experienced the library's economic hardships
during the 1960's, the steady growth 