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HHF R E S O L U T I O N  
IGNORED BY 

CHAMBER
by Bill Nailen

Despite  a reso lu t ion  o f fe re d  by 
the board  o f  the H is to r ic  Hunts 
v il le  Foundation opposing  such 
a m o v e ,  the b oa rd  of d i r e c t o r s  

o f  the H u n tsv il le -M a d ison  County 
Cham ber o f  C o m m e r c e  has approved  
a c o n tr o v e r s ia l  "P lan  fo r  the Im 
provem en t o f  Downtown Huntsville , 
Ala. " and sent it to the c ity  cou n c il  
for  co n s id e ra t io n  and p o s s ib le  im p le 
mentation.

The C h a m b e r 's  board  said it was 
sending the plan, authored by a r c h i 
tect Edward A rnold , fo r  the cou n c il  
to read  and c o n s id e r .  It did not r e 
quest the cou n c il  to take any a f f i r m 
ative action  on the plan.

The plan was drafted  by A rn o ld  fo r  
the C h a m b e r 's  (con t 'd  on page 9 )

WE EDEN HOME 
RESTORATION  

SHAPING UP
by C la ire  Johnston

The W eeden H om e, at the c o r n e r  
o f  Gates Avenue and G reen  
Street h ere  in H untsville , w here  
the ce le b ra te d  author, p o e t e c s 

and art is t ,  M aria  H oward W eeden 
l ived  her  entire  l i fe t im e ,  is to have 
a reb ir th  due to the e f fo r ts  o f  the 
Tw ickenham  H is to r ic  P r e s e r v a t io n  
D istr ict  A s s o c ia t io n ,  Inc.

The r e s to ra t io n  e f fo r t  gained m o 
m entum  when F loyd *~
Rutledge, a lo c a l  
c o n tr a c to r  who has 
d em on stra ted  great  
em pathy with the 
h is to r ic  p r e s e r v a 
tion m ovem en t  under the guidance of 
H arvie  Jones, a noted lo c a l  a r c h i 
tect  with the f i r m  o f  Jones & H errin , 
com b in ed  their  (con t 'd  on page 7 )



by Nan H olloway

"H U N TSVILLE BATH

"The s u b s c r ib e r  r e s p e c t fu l ly  
in fo rm s  his c u s to m e r s  and 
the public  g e n e ra l ly  that the 
BATH is in op erat ion . He 
hopes f r o m  unw earied  d i l i 
gen ce  to g ive  g e n era l  s a t is 
faction  to those  who m ay  
fa vor  h im  with their  ca l ls .

"T E R M S  O F  BATHING

"F o r  bathing during the s e a 
son, to be  paid  in advance - -  
- - -  $5 .00 .
Single bath, w a rm  25 cents

do do, c o ld  12 1 /2  cents
do do, show er 12 1 /2  cents

"T h o se  who a ll  owing on o ld  
accounts  w il l  p le a s e  c a l l  and 
pay up. "

"A labam a R e p u b l i c a n " -----
M arch  1825

w arm  batn fo r  a qu a rter ,  eight 
Ipounds o f  sugar fo r  a d o l la r  and 
Jam es M on roe  as p re s id e n t
c h a r a c te r iz e d  the f i r s t  qu arter  

o f  1825 in Huntsville .

The steam boat Steubenville  a r r iv e d
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re g u la r ly  departing f r o m  New O rlea n s  via 
F lo r e n c e .  It brought f r e s h  supplies  o f  co ffee ,  
m a c k e r e l  and sugar to H untsville . The newly
co m p le te d  Indian C reek  Canal, ch a rte re d __
fr o m  Huntsville  to T riana on the T en nessee  
R iv e r ,  fa c i l ita ted  in this 
tran sporta tion  as w e ll  as 
that o f  cotton , 
f r o m  the 
surrounding 
county en route 
to New O rlean s .

O w ners o f  hydrants took n o t ice  o f  an a la r m 
ing announcem ent in the M a rch  eleventh issue  
o f  the "A labam a Republican . " The p r o p r ie 
tor  o f  the H untsville  W ater W orks em phati
ca l ly  in fo rm e d  them  that i f  they p erm itted  
o th ers  than their  own fa m ily  to use w ater 
f r o m  them , their  co n tra c t  w ould  be  t e r m i 
nated im m ed ia te ly .

The f i r s t  day o f  F eb ru a ry  m a rk e d  the end o f  
H u n tsv il le 's  P la n ters  and M erchants  Bank. 
G ovenor I s a r e l  P ick e n s  s igned  the death 
(continued on page 6 )
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C H A I R M A N ’S REPORT

by Lynwood Smith

It is a d ist inct  p le a su re  fo r  m e  to inaugurate 
the f i r s t  is su e  of the H is to r ic  H untsville  
Quarterly . This p ub lica tion  is  an im portant 
event, both fo r  the H is to r ic  H untsville  Foun
dation and H untsvillians g en era lly .

Each o f  us who live  in H untsville  share  the 
com m on  good  fortune o f  r e s id in g  in a c o m 
munity that en joys  a r ic h  h is t o r i c a l  heritage . 
Throughout its h is to ry ,  H u n tsv il le 's  c i t i 
zens have m ade s ign ificant contr ibutions  to 
our State 's  and N ation 's  cu ltural, s c ie n t i f ic ,  
e co n o m ic ,  and govern m en ta l d eve lopm ent.
In striv ing  fo r  a better  com m u n ity  in w hich 

t o live  and w ork , we can look  back  at, and 
take strength and (continued on page 8 )

T R E A S U R E R ’S
REPORT

by R. Thom as B ea son

The fo l low in g  is  a statem ent o f  the 
H is to r ic  H untsville  Foundation, Inc. 
f o r  the nine m onth p e r io d  ending 
D e ce m b e r  31, 1974:

Incom e
Dues 662. 00
Donations 500. 00

$1, 162 . 00

E xpenses
Supplies & $57. 79 

P o s ta g e  12. 00
$69 .79  $ 69 .79

E x c e s s  o f  R evenue O ver 
E xp en ses  & Fund B a lance  
D e ce m b e r  31, 1974: $ 1 ,0 9 2 .2 1

A s s e ts
Cash in Bank $1, 092. 21
M etal C o rn ice  T r im  

A m e r ic a n  National
Bank Not yet appra ised

I a ls o  w ish  to announce that I have 
s e le c te d  the fo llow in g  m e m b e r s  of 
the Foundation to s e rv e  as m e m b e r s  
o f  the Finance C o m m itte e :  J im  
G aines; R ich a rd  Van Valkenburg; 
G ordon  D arnell;  John Wynn; B ill  
Rutledge; M ary  R utledge ; and Jan 
B eason .
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Mi n u t e s

o f

Me e t i n g s

A gen era l  m e m b e r s h ip  m eetin g  o f  the 
H istor ic  H untsville  Foundation Inc. , 
was held on D e ce m b e r  3, 1974, at 7:00 
P. M. in the United States D istr ict  
Court c h a m b e rs ,  Clinton Street, Hunts
v i l le ,  A labam a. M r. Lynw ood Smith, 
Chairm an, p re s id e d .

The f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  bu s in e ss  was the 
T r e a s u r e r 's  r e p o r t .  T o m m y  B ea son  
stated that the Foundation had cash  on 
hand o f  $600. 21 and that there  was an 
outstanding b i l l  f o r  p ostage  o f  $6. 00.

M r. Smith then announced that the 
H eritage Junior W o m e n 's  Club re ce n t ly  
m ade a donation to the Foundation in 
the amount o f  $500. 00. Upon m otion  
duly m ade, s e con d ed  and c a r r ie d  un
an im ously , the m e m b e r s h ip  d ir e c te d  
the C hairm an  to p rep a re  a re so lu t io n  
ex p re ss in g  the gratitude o f  the H is to r ic  
Huntsville Foundation fo r  the gift.

M r. Smith re p o r te d  that the fo llow ing  
standing co m m itte e s  p r e s c r ib e d  by the 
Foundation 's  b y - la w s ,  have been 
se le cted .  The N om inating C om m ittee  
shall c o n s is t  of H arvie  Jones , C h a ir 
man, Shannon A l l is o n  (board  m e m b e r ) ;  
L e ro y  Sim s (board  m e m b e r ) ;  J im  
Gaines (genera l m e m b e r sh ip )  and 
Evelyn D. R iggs  (genera l m e m b e r s h ip ) .  
The Finance C om m ittee  co n s is ts  o f  T o m  
Beason, C hairm an  and Jim  G aines. The 
Finance C om m ittee  w il l  p r e p a re  a 
budget and p r e p a r e  ( continued on page 5 )

Membership in the Historic 
Huntsville Foundation

If you want to become a member of the 
Historic Huntsville Foundation, and 
to assist in enhancing Huntsville’s 
future by preserving its significant 
architectural and historic heritage, 
send your name, iddress, telephone 
number (hone and office) and check in- 
the appropriate amount (made payable 
to the Historic Huntsville Foundation 
Inc.) to: Mrs. Lochlln W. Caffey, 
Chairwoman, Membership Committee, 
Historic Huntsville Foundation,
100 Calhoun Street, S.E.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801.

MEMBERSHIP CLASSES
Student........... $ 2.50
Active (Individual). 10.00
Business. . . * . . 50.00
Patron...........  25.- 99.00
Benefactor........ 100. or more

e x p r e s s i o n
OF

THANKS
The m e m b e r s  o f  the H is to r ic  Huntsville 
Foundation w ish  to e x p r e s s  their  gratitude 
to Kent Lee  H ollow ay o f  H untsville . The 
kind donation o f  his printing fa c i l i t ie s  w ill  
enable  our organ iza t ion  to bring  to you 
this qu a rte r ly  n ew sletter .
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A T T E N T I O N
All Artisans, Carpenters & 

Craftsmen
Wishing to Advertise 
Trades & Skills 

Useful in the Restoration 
of Historic Hemes 

Are Invited 
to Submit Notices to 

the Historic Huntsville Quarterly 
Phone: 534-1404 or-881-2174

EXPRESSION
0 FTHANKS

The m e m b e r s  o f  the H is to r ic  H untsville  
Foundation w ish  to e x p r e s s  their  g r a t i 
tude to the H eritage Junior W om an 's  
Club fo r  their  gen erou s  donation o f  

$500. 00. This contr ibution  ca m e  f r o m  
p a r t  o f  the p r o c e e d s  of their  annual 
Tour o f  H om es held  in the F a ll  o f  1974. 
This donation w il l  be  u sed  f o r  the future 
publication  o f  a W alking Tour Guide.

Minutes o f  M eetings 
(Continued f r o m  page 4)

p r o je c ts  f o r  the Foundation. The m e m b e r 
ship C om m ittee  is ch a ire d  by  M r s .  L och lin  
W. Gaffey. She w il l  s e le c t  the m e m b e r s  o f  
the com m ittee  to w ork  with h e r .  Its p r im a r y  
re sp on s ib il ity  w il l  be  to c o l l e c t  dues and to 
obtain new  m e m b e r s  fo r  the Foundation. 
Those  who a re  m e m b e r s  o f  Tw ickenham ,

Town and o th er  s im i la r  organ izations  
w i l l  be  urged  to b e c o m e  m e m b e r s  of 
the Foundation.

M r. Smith re p o r te d  that the A m e r ic a n  
National Bank has g iven  
to the Foundation a 
c o r n ic e  blow n away f r o m  
its building during the 
A p r i l ,  1974 tornado.
Jim  and N ancy Gaines 
have som e  d o o rs  that 
they want to donate to 
the Foundation. A 
g en era l  d is c u s s io n  fo l lo w e d  pertaining 
to whether the Foundation should c o n 
duct w arehousing  a c t iv it ie s  fo r  variou s  
item s  such as the c o r n ic e  and the d oors .  
John Gann w as s e le c te d  as Chairm an of 
a c o m m itte e  to d e term in e  the fea s ib il ity  
o f  the Foundation engaging in such w a r e 
housing a c t iv it ie s .

Pat Laxton m ade  a re p o rt  to the m e m 
b e rs h ip  perta in ing  to o f f i c e  space  a v a il 
able  fo r  the Foundation. She rep orted  
that there  w e r e  s e v e r a l  p o ss ib i l i t ie s  
under co n s id e ra t io n ,  including space 
in the R u ss e l l  E rsk in e ,  spa ce  o f fe re d  
by Sophie Young behind h er  h om e, and 
the s e co n d  f lo o r  o f  the law l ib ra ry .
M rs .  Laxton w il l  fo l lo w  up on these 
p o s s ib i l i t ie s .

Upon m o t io n  m a d e  by H arvie  Jones, 
duly secon d ed  and c a r r ie d  unanim ously, 
it was r e s o lv e d  that the H is to r ic  Hunts
v i l le  Foundation, Inc. get in touch with 
the C h am ber  o f  C o m m e r c e  regard in g  
d eve lop m en t o f  a walking and driving 
tour o f  the a re a s  o f  h is t o r i c  in terest  
in H untsville  and, fu rth er ,  to d is cu ss  
with S lim  Landrum  the fe a s ib i l i ty  o f  
the C ham ber o f  C o m m e r c e  supplying 
o f f i c e  sp a ce  to the H is to r ic  Huntsville 
Foundation, Inc. f o r  this p u rp ose ,  with 
the Foundation supplying the p erson n e l  
to s ta ff  this o f f i c e .  (Continued on pg 6 )
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Minutes o f  M eetings 
(Continued fro m  page 5)

Mr. Jones w ill  r e p o r t  back  to the m e m b e r 
ship after talking with M r. Landrum .

Mr. Smith stated that s e v e r a l  p r o p o s 
als w e re  m ade at the last  B oard  of 
D ir e c to r s '  m eeting  co n ce rn in g  a
fu n d -ra is in g  p r o je c t  fo r  the Founda

tion. The p r o p o s a ls  d is c u s s e d  w e re :  (1) 
republication  without r e v is io n  o f  a su rvey  
of h is to r ic a l  s tru ctu res  in f ive  North A la 
bama counties , c o m p lie d  by the Top o f  A la 
bam a Regional C ouncil o f  G overn m en ts ;  (2) 
republication  o f  the T A R C O G  study with 
substantial r e v is io n  o f  the text and fo rm a t ;
(3) republication , with o r  without re v is io n  
of. only the M adison  County p o r t io n  o f  the 
TARCOG study; (4) pub lica tion  o f  a 
" la v is h "  hardback  book  showing both in te
r io r  details  o f  s e le c te d  H untsville  bu ild ings; 
or (5) publication  o f  a sm a ll  pam phlet-  
type book, such as a walking tour b o o k le t .  
A fter  extensive  d is c u s s io n  and upon m otion  
duly m ade, secon d ed  and c a r r ie d  unani
m ou s ly ,  it was re so lv e d  that the Foundation 
publish a walking tour pam phlet (p rov ided  
such a pam phlet can b e  published  without 
de fic it  financing) w hich  w il l  c o v e r  the hub 
area  o f  H untsville , Tw ickenham , Old Town, 
the Courthouse Square, and the Constitution 
Hall area  of downtown. B il l  Nailen was a p 
pointed Chairm an o f  the Publish ing  C o m m it 
tee. H arvie P. Jon es .  J im  and Nancy Gaines

and Catherine G illiam  w e re  se le cted  as 
m e m b e r s  o f  the C om m ittee .  M r. Smith 
w ill  a lso  s e rv e  as e x - o f f i c i o  com m ittee  
m e m b e r .

la ire  Johnston gave a re p o rt  of the 
p r o p o s e d  qu a rter ly  n ew sletter .  It 
w il l  contain  gen era l new s, m inutes 
o f  the board  and g en era l  m eetin gs ,  

a r t ic le s  on cu rre n t  re s to r a t io n  techniques 
a c la s s i f ie d  sect ion  on ite m s  o f  h is to r ica l  
or  a r ch ite c tu ra l  va lue, events con cern in g  
anything o f  h is to r ic a l  s ig n if ica n ce  in the 
H untsville  a re a ,  and the nam es  and ad 
d r e s s e s  o f  s o u r c e s  o f  m a te r ia ls  and w o r k 
m en  who can do re s to ra t io n  w ork . The 
C red it  Bureau o f  Huntsville  w il l  p rov id e  
f r e e  publishing fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  the n e w s 
letter .  Each m e m b e r  w il l  r e c e iv e  a f re e  
copy , and in terested  p e rso n s  who a re  not 
m e m b e rs  m ay  su b s cr ib e .  M rs .  Johnston 
stated that she would m ake a r e c o m m e n 
dation to the B oard  con cern in g  the co s t  
o f  the n ew sle tter  to n o n m e m b e rs .  Upon 
m otion  duly m ade, secon d ed  and c a r r ie d  
unanim ously . C la ire  Johnston was au 
th or ized  to su b s cr ib e  to the O ld-H ouse 
Journal, as a r e s e a r c h  aide to the n e w s 
letter  staff.

There  being no further  b u s in ess  to c o m e  
b e fo r e  the m eetin g ,  and upon m otion  duly 
m ade, s e con d ed  and c a r r ie d  unanim ously , 
the sam e was ad journed .

Huntsville - 150 Y e a rs  Ago 
(Continued from  page 2)

producing p ro c la m a tio n  d ec la r in g  its c h a r t 
er  null and void . The bank 's  fa ilu re  to pay 
sp e c ie  p rom p ted  this action.

On M arch  4, 1825 H untsvillians w itn essed  
from  afar a v e r y  unusual cu lm ination  o f  
the P re s id e n t ia l  e le c t ion  o f  1824. Although 
Alabam ians had voted in la rge  num bers  for

A n drew  Jack son , and Jack son  had m o r e  
e le c to r a l  votes  than any other candidate, 
no candidate had a m a jo r i ty  of p r e s i 
dential ba llo ts .  The m a tter  had been 
r e fe r r e d  to the House of R ep resen ta t ives  
as p rov id ed  fo r  in the Tw elfth  Am endm ent 
and as a resu lt  o f  their a ct ion  (and to the 
con stern a tion  o f  m any H u n tsv il l ian s )

_John Qunicy A dam s was inaugurated 
P res id en t  o f  the United States.
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talents and in te re sts  to p rod u ce  a c o o r d i na
ted approach  to the m any p r o b le m s  o f  

r estor ing  a h is to r ic  hom e.

R e co rd s  d is c lo s e  that H enry C. B ra d fo rd  
built the hom e in 1819 and 
lived  there until 1821„
It was occu p ied  for  a 
period  o f  tim e by 
John M cK in ley , one 
o f  the ea r ly  United 
States Senators f ro m  A labam a and la ter  an 
a sso c ia te  ju s t ice  o f  the United States 
Suprem e Court.

B artley  M. Lowe ca m e  into p o s s e s s io n  o f  
the hom e in 1829 and Dr. W illiam  D.
W eeden acqu ired  it in 1845. H ere  M iss  
Howard Weeden was born  in 1847, and it 
rem ained  her hom e until her death in 1905.

The W eeden fam ily  retained  p o s s e s s io n  of 
the hom e continuously  until 1956 when it 
w a s a cqu ired  by M rs .  B. A. Stockton.

ring the ow nersh ip  o f  the W eeden 's  they 
w e re  in it without in terruption  excep t  fo r  
a p er iod  o f  three y e a rs ,  1862-65 , when 
M rs . Weeden, like  m any other North 
A labam ians, " r e fu g e e d "  with her fa m ily  
and som e servants  to South A labam a. D ur
ing the fa m ily 's  absen ce ,  the hom e was 
se ized  by invading Union troop s  to be  used 
as a headquarters .

The Weeden hom e is an outstanding exam ple  
of the F ed era l  p e r io d  o f  a r ch ite c tu re .  The 
hom e has the f inest detailing and tr im  o f  any 
o f  the an te -be llu m  h om es . M ost o f  the 
elaborate  ca rv e d  w oodw ork  and b a s e b o a rd s  
have su rv ived  through the ye a rs  and have 
only been rep la ced  w here  n e c e s s a r y .

In the latter part o f  the m id  19th century 
a G reek R ev iva l style p o r ch  was added 
to the structure . This extraneous 
addition has been re m o v e d  to m o r e

Wooden Home R estorat ion  Shaping Up
(Continued f ro m  page 1)

co m p le te ly  authenticate its or ig in a l state. 
Happily, in the p r o c e s s  of rem oving  the 
porch , the o r ig in a l  b r ic k  s idew alks w ere  
d is c o v e r e d  and a re  being r e - c r e a t e d .

R esto ra t io n  o f  the e x te r io r  o f  the Weeden 
Home is the p r in c ip le  c o n c e rn  at present. 
O rig in a lly  the house had a w ood  shingle 
r o o f .  An unfortunate f i r e  about s ix  yea rs  
ago d e s tro y e d  p art  of the r o o f  fram ing 
m aking re s to ra t io n s  n e c e s s a r y .  The 
co m p o s it io n  r o o f  w hich  c o v e r s  the re s t  
o f  the hom e w ill  rem a in  te m p o ra r i ly .
It is exp ected  that w ood sh ingles , which 
have been  util ized  in a sm a ll  a rea ,  will 
eventually  c o v e r  the entire  s tructure .
The re s to r a t io n  is being a c co m p lish e d  
on a l im ited  budget. Contributions have 
c o m e  f r o m  gen erou s  and p u b l ic -s p ir i t e d  
c it izen s  and it is hoped  that o th ers  will 
jo in  them in la rg e  n u m bers .

v e r y  help fu l part o f  the re s to ra t io n  
cam e  when John M artz  and other 
m e m b e r s  o f  the Huntsville  Chapter 

|| o f  the A labam a A r c h a e o lo g ic a l  
S oc ie ty  undertook a " d ig "  o f  the a rea .

It was their  p u rp o se  to u n co v e r  the exact 
la y -o u t  o f  the groun ds , out h ou ses  and 
gardens o f  the W eeden H om e. Their  
e f fo r ts  w e re  s u c c e s s fu l  in a strik ing 
d e g re e ,  d is c o v e r in g  w here  the garden  
w alls  stood , the loca t ion  o f  the s m o k e 
house and other s ign ificant finds. They 
even found the o r ig in a l  w all  caps  typ ical 
o f  the F e d e ra l  p e r io d ,  p rov id in g  a 
pattern  that cou ld  be  fo l lo w e d  in r e p r o 
ducing the wall„

The w e ll  that supplied  w ater  to the p r e 
m is e s  was lo ca ted  a long with art ifa cts  
and h ardw are  o f  the p e r io d  when the 

W eeden  hom e was perhaps  at it s ta te 
l ie s t .  F ive unbroken  b o tt le s ,  two of 

which s til l  b o r e  labe ls  d e c la r in g  the 
contents to be "D r . W il l ia m s ' C o m 
pound P u lm o r ic  B a ls a m "  and "Dr. 
K ing 's  New L ife  P i l l s "  w e re  among 
other find ings, (cont'd on p a g e  9)
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in s p ir a t io n  f ro m  our proud  past. In this 
regard , the m any, g ra c io u s  s tru ctu res  
which ornam ent our downtown a re a  are  
p hysica l r e m in d e rs  o f  that h er itage . A s 
such, they a r e  w orthy  o f  p re se rv a t io n .

Unfortunately, when Huntsville  
m ade its headlong rush  into the 
Twentieth Century, m any 
s tructures  o f  h is to r ic a l  o r  
a rch ite c tu ra l  s ig n if ica n ce  
w e re  s a c r i f i c e d  on the a ltar  
o f  " P r o g r e s s .  " H ow ever, 
in re ce n t  y e a rs ,  m any  o f  our 
c it izens  have r e a l iz e d  that 
H untsv ille 's  e x p lo s iv e  transition  f r o m  a 
s leepy , a g r icu ltu ra l  m a r k e t - c e n t e r  to 
"R ocket  City , U. S. A . , "  m ay  not have 
been " p r o g r e s s "  in a qualitative sense  
at a ll.

In seeking to d iv e r s i fy  our e c o n o m ic  c o m 
munity, H untsvillians m ay  have o v e r lo o k e d  
a ve ry  im portant a s se t  f o r  the a ttraction  o f  
investm ent cap ita l f r o m  other sect ion s  o f  
the country : our a r c h ite c tu ra l  and cu ltura l 
heritage. If H untsville can o f fe r  those 
t ired  o f  the urban p ro b le m s  a s so c ia te d  with 
the North anything, it is  "a better  p la ce  in 
which to l ive ,  w ork , and r e a r  ch ild ren . "

Chairman 's  Report
(continued f r o m  page 3)

Indeed, H untsville  has the opportunity 
to be unique. We can o f fe r  a juxtar- 
pos it ion  o f  s p a c e -a g e  v ib ra n cy  with 
the m o r e  re la x e d ,  g ra c io u s  heritage  

of  the southern way o f  l i fe .  A s the only 
tangible link with that sty le  o f  l i fe  w hich 
now, truly is "Gone With the Wind, " ou r  
rem aining h is to r ic a l  s tru ctu res  a r e  w orthy  
o f  p re se rv a t io n .

In o r d e r  to further the fo re g o in g  a im s , the 
H istor ic  Huntsville  Foundation was c re a te d  
in A p r i l ,  1974, as a n o n -p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t io n  
"to a cqu ire ,  hold, im p ro v e ,  s e l l ,  exchange 
p r e s e r v e ,  deve lop , and r e s t o r e  s ites ,

bu ild ings, r e s id e n c e s  and other  s tru ctu res  
of h is t o r i c a l  o r  a r c h ite c tu ra l  in te re st  in 
and around H untsville , M adison  County, 
A labam a, and to in c r e a s e  know ledge and 
g r e a te r  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  such s ite s ,  bu ild 
ings, r e s id e n c e s ,  and other s tru c tu re s .  "

This p ub lica tion  m ark s  one, g re a t  step 
toward the a ch iev em en t  o f  the Foundation 's  
goa ls .  We hope that it w il l  focu s  attention 
on the h is t o r i c a l  r e d e v e lo p m e n t  m o v e m e n t  
in our com m unity , and br in g  to our o r g a n i 
zation additional m e m b e r s  and fin an cia l  
support. In addition to s e rv in g  as the organ  
fo r  p resenting  announcem ents and news of 
in terest  to HHF m e m b e r s ,  this n ew sle tter  
w ill ,  f r o m  t im e - t o - t im e ,  p ub lish  a r t ic le s  
about cu rren t  r e s to r a t io n  in and around 
H untsville ; p r a c t ic a l  a r t i c le s  on r e s t o r a 
tion techn iques ; a c la s s i f ie d  s e c t io n  for 
a d ver t isem en t  o f  a r c h ite c tu ra l  com ponents  
and antique furn ish in gs ; and l i s t 
ings o f  art isans  and c r a ft s m e n  
who a re  in terested  in the r e s t o 
ration  o f  h is to r ic  s tru c tu re s .
The e d ito rs ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s o l ic i t  
your su ggestions  and co m m e n ts  regard in g  
any top ics  you fe e l  should be  included  in 
fo rth com in g  is s u e s .

In c lo s in g ,  I m u st  add that a great  
debt o f  gratitude is ow ed  by  a ll  of 
us to M r. Kent Lee H ollow ay  and 
the C red it  Bureau o f  H untsv ille . 
H ollow ay has exhibited  a com p e ll in g  

in terest  in the goa ls  o f  our Foundation and 
an unusually m agn an im ous  nature by a g r e e -  
to publish  this, and fo r th co m in g  is su e s  o f  
the H is to r ic  H untsville  Q u a rter ly  at no 
ch arge  to the Foundation other than the 
c o s t  o f  p o sta g e .  I s in c e r e ly  hope that 
each  o f  you w ill ,  when the opportunity 
p re se n ts  itse lf ,  e x p r e s s  to him your 
p e rso n a l  thanks.

In like sp ir it ,  I w ish  to e x p r e s s  to the m e m 
b e r s  o f  the H eritage  Junior W om an 's  Club 
the gratitude o f  the en tire  Foundation m e m 
b e rs h ip  fo r  the C lu b 's  (continued on page 8).

M r.
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Chairman 's  Report
(continued f ro m  page 8 )

Weeden H om e R estorat ion  Shaping Up
(continued f ro m  page 7 )

continued support. The Foundation is the 
outgrowth o f  a p r o je c t  o f  the A rts  D epart
ment o f  the H eritage Junior W om an 's  Club. 
Many o f  our m e m b e r s  a lso  a re  m e m b e r s  
o f  the W om an's  Club. And, as r e p o r te d  
e lsew h ere  in this is su e ,  the H eritage Junior 
W om an 's  Club re ce n t ly  donated $500 to the 
Foundation, thereby  boosting  our trea su ry  
over  the $1 ,000  m ark . If the H is to r ic  H unts
v ille  Foundation su ceeds  in having a p os it iv e  
im pact on the quality o f  life  in Huntsville , 
that s u c ce s s  w ill  in la rg e  m e a s u r e  be due 
to the unswerving devotion  o f  the kind and 
g rac iou s  lad ies  o f  the H eritage  Club who, 
a lready, have earned  the re sp e c t  of H unts
ville  fo r  their m any c iv ic  a c t iv it ie s .  We 
salute, and thank you one and all.

M r. M artz  is quick to g ive c re d it  for  such 
s u c c e s s  as has been ach ieved  in the e x c a 
vation to a group  o f  about 50 young peop le  
who vo lu n teered  their s e r v i c e s .  The aid 
p r o fe r r e d  by the H untsville  Garden Club 
should not go u n recogn ized  and certa in ly  
H arv ilee  H a rb a rg e r ,  lan d scap e  d e s ig n e r ,  
who has donated her s e r v i c e s  to m ake the 
garden  as authentic as  p o s s ib le .

Have any E x p e r ie n ce s  to share  with other 
r e a d e r s ?  Send your ideas and hints to: 
The Editor, H is to r ic  Huntsville  Q uarterly  
412 Zandale Dr. S. W. , H untsville , Ala. 
35801.

HHF R esolution  Ignored  by Cham ber 
(continued fro m  page 1)

Downtown Im p rovem en t C om m ittee ,
and in p la ce s  s e e m e d  highly c r i t i c a l  of 
the h is to r ic a l  r e s to r a t io n  m ovem en t in 
the centra l city.

It said, fo r  exam ple , that downtown H unts
v ille  "should  com m u n ica te  s o l id a r ity  as a 
v igorous  financial cen ter ,  govern m en t 
seat, and m a jo r  shopping d is tr ic t .  The 
quaint, re m o d e le d  v illage  square  does  not 
answ er this set o f  c r i te r ia .  We need high 
quality c o n te m p o ra ry  bu ild ings."

It a lso  stated that the cu rre n t  im age  of 
downtown being p ro m o te d  is one o f  
"20th century nosta lg ia ." It c la im e d  that 
the m a jo r ity  o f  red eve lop m en t  downtown 
to date had co n s is te d  o f  the h is to r ic  r e s t o 
ration o f  fa cad es  o f  ex ist in g  bu ild ings, and 
stated "as w ork s  o f  a r ch ite c tu re ,  the o ld  
facades  along downtown s tree ts  a re  neither 
h is to r ic a l ly  s ign if icant n or  o f  high a r c h i t e c 
tural quality."

The plan was co m p le te d  in S eptem ber and

p resen ted  to the C h am ber in O cto b e r .
At the board  m eetin g  of the H is to r ic  
H untsville  Foundation held Sunday,
O ctober  20, 1974, this "p lan "  was 
thoroughly d is c u s s e d  and a cr it iq u e  o f  
the plan authored  by board  m e m b e r  H arvie 
Jones was read .

The b oa rd  then p a sse d  a re so lu t io n  asking 
that the b o a rd  o f  the C ham ber o f  C o m m e r c e  
not fo rw a rd  the docum ent to c o u n c i l ,  but 
rather send it ba ck  fo r  further  co n s id e r a t io n .

In the reso lu t ion ,  it was pointed  out that the 
s o - c a l l e d  plan was not r e a l ly  a plan, but 
rather an e x p r e s s io n  o f  sentim ent. The 
re so lu t io n  a ls o  pointed out that m any 
a s se r t io n s  and a ssu m p tion s  in the plan w ere  
e r r o n e o u s .

Jones ' c r it iq u e ,  w hich  went into a p o in t -b y -  
point evaluation  o f  e r r o n e o u s  data and c o n 
c lu s ion s  found in the plan, was appended to 
the reso lu tion .

It w as h a n d -c a r r ie d  to the executive  v ice  
p resid ent o f  the C h am ber , (continued 
on page 10)
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When the plan was brought b e fo r e  the C ham ber 
in its N ovem ber  m eeting , h o w e v e r ,  no m ention  
o f  the reso lu t ion  by  the H is to r ic  Huntsville  
Foundation was m ade.

The C h a m b e r 's  board  subsequently  ap p roved  the 
plan and sent it on to the cou n c il .  Nothing has 
been heard  o f  it s in ce .

HHF Reso lut ion  Ignored by Cham ber
(continued f r o m  page  9 )
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