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HOME

Lot No. 82, w h e r e  the tw o -  
s t o r y ,  b r i c k  h o u s e ,  k now n 
as the C le m e n s  h ou se  
s ta n d s ,  w a s  f i r s t  s o ld  by  

L e R o y  P o p e  to P h i l l ip  A .  F o o te ,  
a l o c a l  m e r c h a n t ,  f o r  $300 on 
M ay  18, 1817. F o o te  then s o ld  
the p r o p e r t y  to J a m e s  P r i c e  in  
1818. A y e a r  l a t e r ,  C la y ton  
T o lb e r t ,  a l o c a l  in n k e e p e r ,  
p u r c h a s e d  the lo t  f o r  $1200. He 
a p p e a r s  to h ave  b u ilt  the h o u se  
on  the lo t ,  f o r  ( c o n 't  on  p a g e  )

BOSTON MUSEUM 
REFINISHING  

SECRETS

Although  the p r in c ip le s  o f  
fu r n itu re  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e  
r e la t i v e ly  s im p le ,  e v e r y o n e - -  
in c lu d in g  the e x p e r t s - - m a k e s  

m is ta k e s  f r o m  t im e  to t im e .  So it 
n e v e r  h u rts  to go b a c k  to the b e g in ­
ning and r e v i e w  the b a s i c  r u le s  that 
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s t o r e r  u s e s  w hen  
he f i r s t  a p p r o a c h e s  a fin e  p i e c e s  o f  
fu r n itu r e .  K eep  in m in d  that t h e s e  
r e m a r k s  app ly  o n ly  to p i e c e s  that 
a r e  v a lu a b le  and w o r th  
taking s p e c ia l  pa ins 
w ith .

D on 't  do anything that 
c a n 't  be  undone. In 
the r e a l  w o r ld ,  e v e r y th in g  ch a n g e s  
sh ifts  and m o v e s .  That in c lu d e s  
g lu ed  jo in ts  and s u r f a c e  f in i s h e s .  
So i f  you  h ave  a p i e c e  o f  fu r n itu r e  
w o r th  p r e s e r v in g  ( c o n t 'd  o n  pg  5 )



Huntsville 150 Years Ago

by  Nan H o l lo w a y

"R U N A W A Y

F r o m  the s u b ­
s c r i b e r ,  l iv in g  
e ight  m i l e s  
n o r th w e s t  o f  
H u n tsv i l le ,  on  

the P u la s k i  r o a d ,  o n  the 12th o f  
M a r c h ,  a n e g r o  f e l l o w  n a m e d

SA M , 

abou t 35 y e a r s  o ld ,  on e  e y e  out, 
o c c a s i o n e d  b y  a s t r o k e :  w as  p u r ­
ch a s e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  s in c e  f r o m  
M a rt in  J en n in g s ,  n e a r  W in c h e s te r ,  
T e n n e s s e e .  A  l i b e r a l  r e w a r d  w i l l  
b e  g iv e n  to  any p e r s o n  w h o  w i l l  
a p p reh en d  sa id  n e g r o ,  and r e tu r n  
h im  to m e ,  o r  h a v e  h im  co n f in e d  
in any ja i l  s o  that I g e t  h im  again .

D U D L E Y  S A L E .  11

A p r i l  1, 1825 

"A la b a m a  R e p u b l i c a n "

Ad v e r t i s e m e n t s  su ch  as this w e r e  
in d ic a t iv e  o f  the a f f lu e n c e  o f  
s o c i e t y  in H u n tsv i l le  in 1825.
The fa c t  that a m a n  c o u ld  a d ­
v e r t i s e  f o r  the r e t u r n  o f  a n o th e r  

w as  the a c c e p t e d  thing. T he m u tu a l  p u ll  
t o g e th e r  o f  "k e e p in g  s la v e s  i n s l a v e d "  w as 
c o n d o n e d  b y  a lm o s t  e v e r y o n e  —  s u c h  a d ­
v e r t i s e m e n t s  f l o u r is h e d  in  the a r e a  n e w s ­
p a p e r s .

N o r  d id  things go w e l l  f o r  w h ite  o f f e n d e r s  
o f  the law . A  M a d is o n  C ou n ty  h o r s e  th ie f  
r e c e i v e d  a t y p ic a l  p u n ish m e n t  f r o m  th e  
C i r c u i t  C o u r t .  He w as w h ip p e d ,  b r a n d e d ,  
f in e d  on e  h u n d red  d o l l a r s ,  and  i m p r i s o n e d  
12 m o n th s .

G lo r io u s  n ew s f o r  H u n tsv i l le  p la n te r s  c a m e  
d u r in g  the s e c o n d  q u a r te r  o f  1825. The 
p r i c e s  o f  the c o t to n  m a r k e t  i n c r e a s e d  
r a p id ly .  H e r e  the s ta p le  w as  w o r th  20 to 
25 cen ts  and w a s  q u o te d  (C o n t 'd  on p a ge  6 )
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TEA-DELIGHTFUL!

Sunday a f t e r n o o n  o f  June f i r s t ,  The 
H i s t o r i c  H u n tsv i l le  F ou n d a tion  e n ­
j o y e d  a l o v e ly  tea h e ld  at the h o m e  
o f  D r. C o r l e y  and M r . T id m o r e .

The p u r p o s e  o f  th is d e l ig h t fu l  o c c a s i o n  w as  
to w e l c o m e  a l l  n ew  m e m b e r s  and p r o s p e c t i v e  
m e m b e r s  into the fou n dation .

The g r o u p  then p r o g r e s s e d  to the M a s o n ic  
T e m p le  w h e r e  P r o f e s s o r  J e f f e r y  J. B a y e r  
o f  the U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la b a m a -H u n t s v i l l e  A r t  
D ep a rtm en t g a v e  a v e r y  in fo r m a t iv e  s l id e  
p r e s e n ta t io n  en t it led ,  " P a r a d e  o f  S ty les  in 
A r c h i t e c t u r e .  "

T R E A S U R E R ’S
REPORT

by  R . T h om as  B e a s o n

T he fo l lo w in g  is  a 
s ta te m e n t  o f  the 
H i s t o r i c  H u n tsv i l le  
F o u n d a t io n ,  Inc. 
f o r  the p e r i o d  ending 
M a r c h  31, 1975.

I n c o m e  
Due s
D onations  
Subs c r ip t io n s

7 5 7 .0 0
5 0 0 .0 0  

7. 50
$ 1 ,2 6 4 .5 0

E x p e n se s  
S u p p lies  & 

P o s t a g e  
S u b s c r ip t io n s

68. 92 
12. 00

$ 8 0 .9 2

E x c e s s  o f  R even u e  
O v e r  E x p e n s e s  & 
Fund B a la n c e  
M a r c h  31, 1975 $1, 1 8 3 .5 8

A s s e t s
C a sh  in Bank $1, 1 8 3 .5 8

Fund B a la n c e  
Fund B a la n ce $1, 183. 58
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MINUTES
OF

MEETING

A m e e t in g  o f  the m e m b e r s  o f  H is t o r i c  
H u n tsv il le  F o u n d a t io n  w as  h e ld  on  Sun­
day, A p r i l  6 , 1975 in the M a d is o n  County 
C o u r th o u s e .  T h e  C h a irm a n ,  M r .  L y n ­
w ood  Sm ith , c a l l e d  the m e e t in g  to  o r d e r .
A q u o ru m  w as  p r e s e n t .  The m in u te s  o f  
the la s t  m e e t in g  w e r e  r e a d  and a p p r o v e d .

The T r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t  w as  m a d e  by  
R ic h a r d  Van V a lk e n b u rg  due to the 
a b s e n c e  o f  T o m  B e a s o n .  He r e p o r t e d  
that the F o u n d a t io n 's  bank  a c c o u n t  
sh o w e d  a b a la n c e  o f  $1, 181. 38.

The n om in a t in g  c o m m it t e e  w i l l  g iv e  its 
r e p o r t  to the n ext  g e n e r a l  m e m b e r s h i p  
m e e t in g  on  Sunday, June 1, 1975.

Cynthia C a f fe y  ga ve  a m e m b e r s h i p  
c o m m it t e e  r e p o r t  sta ting  that the 
F ou n dation  had s e v e n  n e w  m e m b e r s .
She a l s o  sta ted  that p la n s  a r e  u n d e r ­
w ay  f o r  in c r e a s in g  the m e m b e r s h i p .

Upon m o t io n  du ly  m a d e ,  s e c o n d e d  and 
c a r r i e d  u n a n im o u s ly ,  the F ou n d a tion  
a p p r o v e d  the l o c a t i o n  o f  its o f f i c e  in 
the s la v e  q u a r t e r s  b eh in d  Sophy L o w e  
Y o u n g 's  h o m e .  A n y o n e  w i l l in g  to 
donate o f f i c e  e q u ip m e n t  w as  e n c o u r a g e d  
to do so  and sh ou ld  c o n ta c t  P at  L a x s o n  
in this r e g a r d .

A r e p o r t  w as  then g iv e n  c o n c e r n in g  
c o m p o n e n ts  f r o m  d e m o l i s h e d  b u i ld in g s .

L y n w ood  Sm ith  r e p o r t e d  that he has had 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w ith  Dr. B a y e r  at UAH w ho

is  an a u th o r ity  on  s t r u c t u r e s  h a v in g  a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Dr. 
B a y e r  and h is  w ife  h a v e  o f f e r e d  to  g iv e  
th e ir  s e r v i c e s  to the F ou n d a tion  and to 
a s s i s t  in  p u b lish in g  a w a lk in g  to u r  b o o k .

M r .  S m ith  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  that he has m a d e  
an in q u ir y  w ith  the g ra n t  o f f i c e  o f  UAH 
c o n c e r n in g  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  f e d e r a l  a n d /  
o r  s ta te  g ra n ts  to the F ou n d a t ion .

T h e r e  b e in g  no fu r th e r  b u s in e s s  to c o m e  
b e f o r e  the m e e t in g ,  and upon  m o t io n  b e ­
ing du ly  m a d e ,  s e c o n d e d  and c a r r i e d  
u n a n im o u s ly ,  the s a m e  w as a d jo u rn e d .

Membership in the Historic 
Huntsville Foundation

If you want to become a member of the 
Historic Huntsville Foundation, and 
to assist in enhancing Huntsville's 
future by preserving its significant 
architectural and historic heritage, 
send your name, address, telephone 
number (home and office) and check in 
the appropriate amount (made payable 
to the Historic Huntsville Foundation 
Inc.) to: Mrs. Lochlin W. Caffey, 
Chairwoman, Membership Cormmittee, 
Historic Huntsville Foundation,
100 Calhoun Street, S.E.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801.

MEMBERSHIP CLASSES
Student...........$ 2.50
Active (Individual). 10.00
Business.........  50.00
Patron........... 25.- 99.00
Benefactor.......  100. or more
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A T T E N T I O N
All Artisans, Carpenters & 

Craftsmen
Wishing to Advertise 
Trades & Skills 

Useful In the Restoration 
of Historic Homes 

Are Invited 
to Submit Notices to 

the Historic Huntsville Quarterly 
Phone: 534-1404 or 881-2174

B o sto n  M u s e u m  R e fin is h in g  S e c r e t s  
(C on tinued  f r o m  p a g e  1)

anything you  do today  w i l l  h ave  to be  r e - d o n e  
by  you  o r  s o m e o n e  e l s e  in 25, 50 o r  100 y e a r s .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  sy n th e t ic  r e s i n  g lu es  (su ch  as 
E l m e r 's  G lu e -A l l )  a r e  r a r e l y  u se d  on  M u s e u m  
p i e c e s .  The aging  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th ese  
g lu es  a r e  unknow n— a s c o m p a r e d  with a n im a l  
g lu es  that h ave  b e e n  u s e d  on  fu r r i t u r e  f o r  c e n ­
tu r ie s .  And w h en  y o u  h ave  to r e m o v e  a s y n th e t ­
ic  glue in o r d e r  to r e - g l u e  a j o i n t  - - -  g ood  lu c k !

he a n im a l  h id e  and h o o f  g lu es  u s e d  at 
the M u s e u m  a r e  w a t e r - s o l u b le  and ca n  
a lw a y s  b e  d i s s o l v e d  w hen r e p a i r s  a r e  

n e c e s s a r y .  F o r  the s a m e  r e a s o n ,  l in s e e d  o i l  
f in ish e s  o r  o t h e r  o i l - b a s e d  v a r n is h e s  a r e  not 
used  on the M u s e u m 's  fu r n itu r e .  M o r e  on that 
la te r .

N ev er  in h a s te .  W h eth er  i t 's  a n e w ly -  
a c q u ir e d  p i e c e  y o u 'r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  
about, o r  an o ld  p i e c e  y o u 'r e  in a 
h u r r y  to r e f in i s h —  take y o u r  t im e  
M any fine  p i e c e s  h a ve  b e e n  ru in ed

by a t o o - h u r r i e d  a p p r o a c h  to r e p a ir  
and  r e f in is h in g .  W ait  until  the e x c i t e ­
m e n t  o r  im p a t ie n c e  has p a s s e d  b e fo r e  
y o u  s ta r t  to w o r k .  M o r e  f in is h e s  have  
b e e n  ru in e d  b y  e x c e s s i v e  
h aste  than by  ig n o r a n c e .

T e s t  y o u r  m a t e r i a l s .  D i f f e r ­
ent m a t e r ia l s  r e a c t  d i f f e r e n t ­
ly  on  d i f fe r e n t  s u r f a c e s .  Y ou  a r e  n e v e r  
c o m p le t e ly  su re  w h a t 's  r ig h t  f o r  you r  
p i e c e  until y o u  te s t  on  an in c o n s p ic u o u s  
p la c e .

In s e le c t in g  a s t r ip p in g  agen t, f o r  
e x a m p le ,  y o u  w ou ld  lo o k  fo r  the m i ld e s t  
c h e m i c a l  that w i l l  do  the j o b ,  and yet 
not d a m a g e  the w o o d .  The m o s t  
c o m m o n  s o lv e n ts  and s t r i p p e r s ,  s t a r t ­
ing w ith  the m i ld e s t  and a r r a n g e d  in 
a p p r o x im a te  o r d e r  o f  c h e m i c a l  
f e r o c i o u s n e s s  a r e :

M in e r a l  s p i r i t s  (b e n z in e )
T u rp en t in e  
T o lu en e  /  X y le n e  
D ia ce to n e  a l c o h o l  
D en atu red  a l c o h o l  
A c e to n e
C o m m e r c i a l  pa int r e m o v e r s
M o r p h o l in e
P y r id in e

N O T E : M o r p h o l in e  and  p y r id in e ,  
w h ich  a r e  r e a l ly  " e a g e r  e a t e r s "  g iv e  
o f f  tox ic  fu m e s  and sh ou ld  o n ly  b e  u sed  
in a w e l l - v e n t i la t e d  s p a c e .

If th e se  s o lv e n ts  fa i l  to do  a s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y  j o b ,  the o n ly  o p t io n  le f t  is 
m e c h a n i c a l  a b r a s i o n — sa n d p a p e r ,  
s t e e l  w o o l ,  e tc .

D on 't  r e m o v e  a l l  w r in k le s  
o f  a g e .  A t  the  B o s to n  
M u s e u m , the in ten tion  is 
n e v e r  to  m a k e  the p i e c e  

lo o k  l ik e  (C o n t 'd  on  p a g e  6 )
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new . Dents and w o r n  p l a c e s  a r e  one  o f  
the c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a p i e c e  o f  fu r n itu re  
b e in g  o ld .

Ho w e v e r ,  b r o k e n  o r  m is s in g  p a r ts  
that m ig h t  o t h e r w is e  p r e v e n t  the 
v i e w e r  f r o m  a p p r e c ia t in g  the 
o v e r a l l  c o n c e p t  o f  the d e s ig n  

a r e  r e p a i r e d  and r e p la c e d .

In c id en ta l ly ,  h e r e ' s  a h andy  t r ic k  f o r  
d u p lica t in g  a r o s e t t e  o r  p i e c e  o f  w o o d  
c a r v in g  that m a y  be  m is s in g .  Y ou  ca n  
use  denta l a lg in a te  to m a k e  a m o ld  o f  
the c a r v in g  that r e m a in s  on the p i e c e .  
The a lg in a te  w i l l  m a k e  a so ft ,  f l e x ib le  
m o ld  that w i l l  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r o d u c e  
u n d ercu tt in g s  on  c a r v in g s .  Y ou  can

B o s to n  M u s e u m  R e f i n i s h i n g  S e c r e t s
(Cont inued f r o m  p a g e  5 )

then p o u r  L u c i t e  m o ld in g  c o m p o u n d  into 
the m o ld .  D epend ing  on the ra t io  o f  
L u c ite  p o w d e r  to m o n o m e r  you  u se ,  the 
m a t e r i a l  w i l l  h a rd e n  in 15 m in u te s  to 
two (2) h o u r s .

C o l o r  can  be c a s t  into the m o ld in g  b y  
m ix in g  p o w d e r e d  p ig m e n ts  in to  the 
L u c ite  b e f o r e  c a s t in g .

O ther  m o ld in g  m a t e r ia l s  m a y  
be  e q u a lly  su itab le  f o r  y o u r  
a p p l ic a t io n .  Such th ings as 
K e r r  i m p r e s s i o n  m a t e r i a l  
(a ls o  a denta l s u p p ly ) ,  l a te x ,  and 
g lue m o ld s  ca n  b e  u se d .  O nly  e x p e r i ­
m e n ta t io n  w i l l  te l l  y o u  w h a t 's  r igh t  fo r  
y o u r  p a r t i c u la r  jo b .

S e le c t  s u r f a c e  co a t in g  c a r e f u l ly .  T h e r e  
a r e  tw o b a s i c  ty p e s  o f  f in is h :  o i l  v a r n is h  
and s p i r i t  v a r n is h .

The p r e c e d in g  a r t i c l e  has  b e e n  r e p r in t e d  b y  
p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  the N o v e m b e r  197 3 is s u e  
o f  "T h e  O ld  H ou se  J o u rn a l .  "

H u n tsv il le  -  150 Y e a r s  A g o  
(C on tinued  f r o m  p a g e  2)

in N ew  Y o rk  at 27 and 28 c e n ts .  M any 
H u n tsv il le  c i t i z e n s  m a d e  th e ir  fo r tu n e s  
w ithin  the " tw in k lin g  o f  t w e n ty - fo u r
h o u r s " -----  s o m e  10, s o m e  20, s o m e
30, 000 d o l l a r s .

Wh ile  the c o t t o n  m a r k e t  w as 
th r iv in g  a n o th e r  H u n tsv i l le  
c o n c e r n ,  s a d ly  enough , w a s n 't  
e n jo y in g  su ch  p r o s p e r i t y .  The 

v en tu re  o f  the Ind ian  C r e e k  C an a l L o t te r y  
s e e m e d  to h ave  c r u m b le d  w hen  the m a n a g e r ,  
not a b le  to d i s p o s e  o f  a l l  the t i c k e t s ,  found 
it n e c e s s a r y  to in f o r m  th o s e  w ho had  p u r ­
c h a s e d  t ick e ts  that the L o t t e r y  co u ld  not 
be draw n . P u r c h a s e r s  w e r e  p r o m p t ly  
re fu n d ed  th e ir  m o n e y  and the L o t te r y  w as

w as h e a r d  f r o m  no m o r e .

C u lm in a tin g  the s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  1825 
w as  the u n ion  o f  H u n t s v i l l e 's  tw o l o c a l  
j o u r n a ls .  "T h e  A la b a m ia n "  and " A l a ­
b a m a  R e p u b l ica n .  "  T h e i r  o n e n e s s  
g a v e  b ir th  to the " A d v o c a t e ,  " a p a p e r  
b e in g  m o r e  e x te n s iv e  and g e n e r a l  but 
tra d e d  at the sa m e  t e r m s .

The o f f i c e  o f  the " A d v o c a t e "  w a s  k ep t  
in a b r i c k  b u i ld in g ,  on  E u s t is  S tre e t ,  
f o r m e r l y  o c c u p ie d  as  the o f f i c e  o f  the 
"A la b a m a  R e p u b l i c a n "  a n d  n e a r ly  
o p p o s i t e  the o ld  P o s t  O f f i c e .
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the deed , w h ich  t r a n s fe r s  the p r o p e r t y  to 
P r e s t o n  Y e a tm a n  in 1831 f o r  $3600, s ta tes  
that the p r o p e r t y  in c lu d e d  "the h o u se  w h e r e  
C lay ton  T o lb e r t  r e s i d e s . "  In 1838, Y e a t ­
m an  s o ld  the p r o p e r t y  to J a m e s  C le m e n s ,  
a l o c a l  m e r c h a n t ,  w ho had b e e n  in b u s i ­
n e s s  in H u n tsv i l le  s in c e  1812. T he  sa le  
p r i c e  w as l i s t e d  a s  $3600, the sa m e  
am ou n t P r e s t o n  Y e a tm a n  had pa id  in 1831.

l e m e n s  r e ta in e d  the p r o p e r t y
. until h is  death  in 1858, w hen 
'  it b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  a lon g , d r a w n -

out s e t t le m e n t  o f  h is  e s ta te .
J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s ,  h is  son  who 

w as quite p r o m in e n t  in s ta te  and l o c a l  
a f fa i r s ,  l iv e d  h e r e  until  h is  death  in 1865.

J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s  w as a c o l o n e l  in the 
M e x ic a n  W a r ,  an e d i t o r  o f  a M e m p h is  
n e w s p a p e r ,  an a u th or  o f  s e v e r a l  b o o k s ,  
a U. S. S en ator  f r o m  A la ba m a  , a l e a d e r  
a g a in st  c e c e s s i o n  in 1861 in  the s ta te  c o n ­
ven tion , a g e n e r a l  in the A la b a m a  M il it ia ,  
and f in a l ly  a m e m b e r  o f  the p e a c e  m o v e ­
m en t  to stop  the C iv i l  W ar and to re u n ite  
the state  o f  A la b a m a  w ith  the Union. N e e d ­
l e s s  to sa y , he w a s  not  v e r y  p o p u la r  with 
the p e o p le  o f  H u n tsv i l le  w hen  he d ie d  in 
M ay o f  1865. W hen  the C le m e n s  esta te  
w as f in a l ly  s e t t le d  in 1874, the C le m e n s  
H o m e s te a d  w a s  s o ld  to Duncan S h erm a n  
& C om p a n y .  The p r o p e r t y  then p a s s e d  
through  s e v e r a l  han ds  until it w as  p u r ­
c h a s e d  as  a h o m e  b y  Dr. M ilto n  C. 
B a ld r id g e ,  a p r o m in e n t  p h y s ic ia n .  A f t e r  
h is death, it w as  p u r c h a s e d  by  C y ru s  F . 
Suggs in 1907. A f t e r  S u g g s '  death , it 
w as p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  h is  w id ow  by  C h a r le s  
L. H a ck w o rth  in  1920. The w id o w  o f  
C h a r le s  H a ck w o rth  m a r r i e d  J a m e s  A . 
W i l l ia m s ,  and the p r o p e r t y  r e m a in e d  
in the hands o f  the W i l l ia m s  fa m i ly  
until it  w as  r e c e n t ly  s o ld  to the H o u s ­
ing A u th o r ity .  T he  h o u s e  has b e e n

J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s  H o m e
(C on tinued  f r o m  p a g e  1)

m o d i f i e d  th rou g h  the y e a r s  by  its v a r io u s  
o w n e r s .

b r i e f  e x a m in a t io n  o f  the h o u se  
d o e s  not p r o v id e  any  d e f in ite  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e v id e n c e  o f  an 
1 8 2 5 -1 8 3 5  c o n s t r u c t i o n  date ; 
but th e re  a r e ,  s o  fa r ,  a n u m b e r  

o f  i t e m s  that co u ld  s u p p o r t  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  
d ate  o f  1 8 2 5 -1 8 3 5  w ith  a m a j o r  r e m o d e l ­
ing in 1 8 5 5 -1 8 7 5 .  A m o r e  th o ro u g h  e x a m i ­
n ation  o f  the f r a m in g  w i l l  h e lp  to e s t a b l i s h  
the c o n s t r u c t i o n  date m o r e  f i r m l y .

I te m s  S u pportin g  " F e d e r a l "  P e r i o d  C o n ­
s t r u c t io n  (1 8 2 5 -1 8 3 5 )  and " V i c t o r i a n "  
R e m o d e l in g  (1 8 5 5 -1 8 7 5 ) :

1. S tone fou n d a tion  w a l l  is  e x p o s e d  1 
fo o t  to 2 fe e t  h igh  ( r o u g h  a s h la r  
l i m e s t o n e ) .  This w a s  c o m m o n  in 
the F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  but not in the 
m i d - 1 8 0 0 ' s .

(C on tin u ed  on p a g e  g )

FOR SALE
G r e e k  R e v iv a l  h o m e  bu ilt  a ro u n d  
1840, l o c a t e d  on A l le n  S t r e e t  in 
M a d is o n ,  A la b a m a .  This s in g le  
s t o r y  h o u se  has 2800  s q u a r e  fe e t ;  
tw o b a th s ,  fo u r  b e d r o o m s ,  l a r g e  
c e n t r a l  h a l lw a y , m o d e r n  k it c h e n  
and sun p o r c h .  T h e r e  a r e  f iv e  
v i s i b l e  f i r e p l a c e s .  A d ou b le  
g a r a g e  w ith  an o v e r h e a d  a t t ic  
has  b e e n  a d d ed . S om e  r e s t o r a ­
t ion  o f  the h o m e  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d .

F O R  F U R T H E R  IN F O R M A T IO N  
C A L L

M r .  W a l la c e  Y o u n g b lo o d  
M a d is o n ,  A la b a m a  
P h o n e :  7 7 2 -3 3 0 2
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J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s  H ou se  
(C ontinued  f r o m  p age  7)

2. S e r v i c e  w ing r o o f  has b e e n  r a i s e d  
about 2 fe e t  f r o m  the o r ig in a l  r o o f  
l in e ,  a p p a re n t ly  at the t im e  o f  the 
m a jo r  r e m o d e l in g ,  to h a r m o n iz e  
v is u a l ly  w ith  the r e m o d e le d  m a in  
h o u s e .

3. S e r v i c e  w in g  has one " A d a m e s q u e "  
m a n t le ,  w h ich  w as  ty p ic a l  o f  the 
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  This r e f in e d  m a n ­
tle w ou ld  not h ave  b e e n  in a s e r v ­
a n t 's  r o o m ,  but it w as  c o m m o n  to 
sh ift  m a n t le s  a ro u n d  at the t im e  o f  
a r e m o d e l in g .  Tw o o f  the m a n t le s  
in the m a in  h o u se  (p a r l o r  and d in ­
ing r o o m )  a r e  c a s t  i r o n ,  w h ich  
w ou ld  m e a n  they w e r e  p r o b a b ly  
in s ta l le d  a fte r  the 1 8 5 0 's .

4. A l l  f i r e p la c e s  w e r e  b u ilt  to b u rn  
w o o d  and w e r e  la te r  m a d e  s m a l le r  
to bu rn  c o a l .  T he  p r e s e n t  V i c t o ­
r ia n  m a n t le s  a p p e a r  too n a r r o w  to 
fit  the " w o o d "  f i r e b o x  o p e n in g s .

5. S e c o n d - f l o o r  f l o o r i n g  is 6 "  to 8 "  
w ide  p in e ,  w h ich  w as  s ta n d ard  in 
the 1 8 2 0 's  but w a s  p r o b a b ly  u n ­
ob ta in a b le  that w id e  a f te r  the 
1 8 5 0 's .

6. Tw o "b a c k  b e d r o o m "  d o o r s  a r e  in 
a b e a d e d - e d g e ,  s i x - p a n e l  d e s ig n ,  
w h ich  w as  c o m m o n  in the 1 8 2 0 's 
and 1830.'s but c o m p le t e ly  a ty p ica l  
o f  the 1 8 6 0 's  and 1 8 7 0 's .

7. E n try  d o o r  s i l l  is  o f  h e a v y ,  8 "  
s q u a r e  w o o d ,  w h ich  w as  ty p ic a l  o f  
the F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  but stone  w ou ld  
be  m o r e  l ik e ly  in the 1 8 7 0 's .

8. Stone s la b s  at the en try  p o r c h  
a p p e a r  to  be the re m n a n t  o f  an

e a r l i e r ,  s m a l l  ( 4 1 x 7 ' )  s to o p ,  w h ich  
h a v e  b e e n  n o r m a l  in the F e d e r a l  
p e r io d .

Non e  o f  th e s e  is  c o n c lu s iv e  e v i ­
d e n c e  o f  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  c o n ­
s t r u c t io n ;  but they  a r e  s tro n g  
in d ica t io n s  o f  the p o s s i b i l i t y ,  

p a r t i c u la r ly  w hen  c o u p le d  w ith  the p r o p ­
e r t y ' s  h i s t o r y .  T he o n ly  e l e m e n t  w h ich  
w ou ld  w e ig h  a g a in s t  this is  the in t e r io r  
p o s i t io n in g  o f  the c h im n e y s ,  w h ich  is  
a ty p ic a l  o f  the F e d e r a l  but c o m m o n  in 
the V ic t o r ia n  p e r i o d .

The J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s  h ou se ,  as it stands 
is  a f in e  e x a m p le  o f  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n ­
tu ry  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  E ven  i f  it is p r o v e d  
that it is a r e m o d e l e d  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n c e ,  
it w o u ld  b e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  p r o p e r  to r e s t o r e  
it in its  p r e s e n t  f o r m  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s :

1. M o s t  o f  the F e d e r a l  d e ta i ls ,  m a n ­
t le s ,  e t c .  a r e  g on e .

2. M o s t  o f  the m id -1 8 0 0  d e ta i ls  a r e  
s t i l l  th e r e .

3. G enuine m id -1 8 0 0  d e ta i ls  and 
m a t e r ia l s  a r e  p r e f e r a b l e  to 
s p e c u la t iv e ,  r e - c r e a t e d ,  e a r l y  
1800 d e ta i ls .

4. W h ile  m a n y  o f  us a r e  not  y e t  a b le  
to see  the b eau ty  that is  in V i c t o ­
r ia n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  it is  n e v e r t h e ­
l e s s  th e r e ;  and in a fe w  m o r e  y e a r s ,  
at m o s t  it w i l l  b e c o m e  e v id e n t  to a l l .

E v e r y  p e r i o d  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  h e ld  in 
lo w  e s t e e m  by  the fo l lo w in g  s e v e r a l  
g e n e r a t io n s .  In the 1 8 0 0 's ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  
F e d e r a l  s ty le  b u i ld in g s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  
c o n s i d e r e d  to b e  p la in ,  b o x y ,  and ugly .
This  i s  a f in e  h o u s e  and s h o u ld  not  b e  
lo s t .

(C on tin u ed  on  p a g e  9)
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Te c h n ic a l ly ,  the h o u se  a p p e a r s  
to b e  in  g o o d  co n d it io n .  It is 
in b e t t e r  c o n d it io n  than w as the 
L o w e r y  h o u s e  on  A d a m s  p r i o r  
to the r e s t o r a t i o n .  B a s e d  on 

two s im i la r  r e s t o r a t i o n s ,  the J e r r y  Stapp 
law  o f f i c e  and the P u b l i c  S y s te m s  B u ild in g  
(B il l  K ing),  the r e s t o r a t i o n  co u ld  be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  f o r  3 / 4  to eq u a l the c o s t  o f  
equ iva lent t e c h n ic a l  q u a lity  but o t h e r w is e  
"p la in  b o x  c o n t e m p o r a r y "  n ew  o f f i c e  
s p a ce  with lo w  c e i l in g s ,  e t c .

T h u s , the o p p o r tu n ity  e x i s t s  to r e s t o r e  
this h i s t o r i c  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  d is t in c t iv e  
o f f i c e s  at s o m e w h a t  l e s s  c o s t  than a 
" s t a n d a r d "  n ew  b u ild in g  both  o f  the

J e r e m i a h  C l e m e n s  H ouse
(Continued f r o m  p a g e  8 )

a b o v e - m e n t io n e d  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  done  fo r  
about 3 /4  " s t a n d a r d "  new  c o s t s .  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  it a l s o  m a k e s  s e n s e  to c o n s i d e r  the 
r e s t o r a t i o n  f r o m  a p u r e ly  e c o n o m i c  
s tan dpoin t .

The bu ild ing  w i l l  add  f la v o r  to the c ity ,  
b e  a g o o d  p u b l i c - r e l a t i o n s  t o o l  f o r  
H u n tsv i l le  U t i l i t ie s ,  and m a y  be  c h e a p e r  
to do  than new  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

*T he h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  the 
J e r e m ia h  C le m e n s  h o m e  w as 
w r it te n  by  Dr. F r a n c e s  R o b e r t s .

*T he a r c h i t e c t u a l  c o m m e n t a r y  
w as  w r it te n  by  H a r v ie  P . J o n e s .

* I l lu s t r a te d  b y  T r i c e  H inds.

Products For The 
Old House

P R E -1 8 4 0  A N T IQ U E  H A R D W A R E

Ruth and R o b e r t  A d a m s k y  a r e  a c o u p le  
o f  o ld - h o u s e  b u ffs  w h o s e  p a s s io n  f o r  a u ­
thentic r e s t o r a t i o n  has le d  them  into 
th e ir  own b u s in e s s :  D ea lin g  in antique 
h ou se  f it t in gs  o f  p r e - 1 8 4 0  v in ta g e .  T h ey  
u su a lly  have  in s t o c k  su ch  i t e m s  as  H 
and H - L  h in ges , la t c h e s  (both b r a s s  and 
i r o n ) ,  s tra p  h in g e s ,  b o x  l o c k s ,  b o o t  
s c r a p e r s ,  h a s p s ,  i r o n  h o o k s ,  f i r e p la c e  
c r a n e s ,  p in te ls ,  p o t  h o o k s  and k n o c k e r s .  
T h e y  do  not c a r r y  l a r g e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
h a r d w a r e  su ch  a s  i r o n  f e n c e s ,  n o r

fu r n itu re  h a r d w a r e .  T y p i c a l  p r i c e s  a r e  
$12 f o r  a 6 - 8 "  N o r fo lk  la t c h  to $ 65 -1 2 5  
f o r  a b o x  l o c k .

A lth ou gh  they  s p e c i a l i z e  in N ew  E ngland  
h a r d w a r e ,  th ey  do a m a i l  o r d e r  b u s in e s s  
w ith  a l l  p a r ts  o f  the c o u n tr y .  T h ey  
w e l c o m e  in q u ir ie s .  W r ite  to :  Ruth 
and R o b e r t  A d a m s k y ,  244 S. M a in  
S tre e t ,  A n d o v e r ,  M a s s .  0 18 1 0 . T e l :  
(617) 4 7 5 -4 9 5 3 .

H ave any E x p e r ie n c e s  to s h a r e  w ith  o th er  
r e a d e r s ?  Send y o u r  id e a s  and h ints to : 
The E d ito r ,  H i s t o r i c  H u n tsv i l le  Q u a r te r ly  
412  Z a n d a le  Dr. S. W. , H u n tsv i l le ,  A la .  
35801.
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Announcements
There 

will be a BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
of the Historic Hutnsville Foundation o n  Sunday, July  1 3 ,  
1 9 7 5 , 
a t  2 : 0 0  P .M . ,  a t  a  place to  be  announced a t  a  la ter  t i m e .

FROM:
The H istoric H untsville Foundation, Inc. 
P. 0 .  Box 2 0 0 8  
Huntsville, Alabama 3 5 8 0 4


