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f rom the E d i t o r . .
The 1919 Huntsville-Madison County Chamber of Commerce 

booklet featured in this issue offers us a quaint look at our 
city and county during simpler times. That year Alabama had 
been a state for e x a c t l y  one h u n d r e d  years w h e n  the C h a m b e r  
booklet was issued in December. Although 1919 is less than a 
century away from the present, current modern technology makes 
our progressive city seem far-removed from that small town of 
long ago.

Of the several commercial and public buildings mentioned 
by the Chamber, only the C e n t r a l  Y.M.C.A. and the First 
N a t i o n a l  Bank (now F i r s t  A l a b a m a  Ban k  on W e s t  Side Square) 
remain intact and are actually being used for their original 
purposes. Several of the mill buildings and larger downtown 
churches mentioned are also still standing. Of course, other 
pre-1919 buildings remain but were not mentioned in the C h a m 
ber literature.

P u n c t u a t i o n  and s p e l l i n g  in the b o o k l e t  w e r e  s o m e w h a t  
eccentric and have been copied as printed. Small portions of 
the text that were repetitive have been condensed or deleted. 
Many photographs were used to illustrate the text, and several 
of the larger, c l e a r e r  ones are r e p r o d u c e d  here, along wit h  
other pictures of the era similar or the same as ones used in 
the booklet.

COVER:

Southeast corner of Clinton and Jefferson streets, circa 1919. 
T he T w i c k e n h a m  H o t e l  is at far left; in the corner b u i l d i n g  
are M a s o n  F u r n i t u r e  C o m pany, C e n t r a l  Cafe, and C r y s t a l  Dru g  
Store. This photograph was one of five small pictures used to 
illustrate the cover of the 1919 Chamber of Commerce booklet 
about Huntsville and Madison County.

PHOTOGRAPHS & ILLUSTRATIONS:

P i c t u r e s  and c a p t i o n s  (in bold print) f r o m  the 1919 C h a m b e r  
of Commerce booklet: Pages 2, 13, 15, 16 top, 20, 23-26, 28.

C o u r t e s y  of the H u n t s v i l l e  P u b l i c  Library, Z e i t l e r  Room: 
Cover; pages 5-9, 11, 16 bottom.
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H A P P Y  HUSTLING 

HUNTSV ILLE

THE UNDISPUTED QUEEN 

OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY 

AND THE BIGGEST TOWN 

ON EARTH FOR ITS SIZE.

D E C E M B E R ,  N I N E T E E N  N I N E T E E N .

The city of H u n t s v i l l e  
is one of the m o s t  p r o g r e s 
s i v e  c i t i e s  in the S o uth. 
Her c o m m e r c i a l  enterprises, 
the f o u n d a t i o n  of any city's 
life, are large and varied. 
The e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v a n t a g e s  
are w e l l  a b r e a s t  of the c o m 
mercial and industrial activ
ities, and the r e l i g i o u s  and 
s o c i a l  life of the b e a u tiful 
o l d  t o w n  are a ll t h a t  the 
most fastidious could possib
ly desire.

H u n t s v i l l e  is the seat 
of M a d i s o n  County, and is in 
the h e a r t  of the f a m o u s  and 
b e a u t i f u l  T e n n e s s e e  Valley, 
s u r r o u n d e d  by a l a r g e  and 
fertile agricultural, cotton, 
fruit and stock raising coun
try, m a k i n g  it the most i m 
portant commercial center of 
the e n t i r e  valley territory.

As a c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
p o i n t  H u n t s v i l l e  is t o d a y  
without a rival in the South.

Cities like i n d i v i d u a l s  
have prestige and prominence 
a c c o r d i n g  to their e n v i r o n 
ment and intrinsic worth. It 
can be said w i t h o u t  fear of 
contradiction that Huntsville 
in M a d i s o n  C o unty has in the 
past years lifted her head 
above the c o m m o n  level and 
risen to a degree of strength 
and c o m m e r c i a l  value that 
places her in the f o r e f r o n t  
a m o n g  S o u t h e r n  c o m m e r c i a l  
centers.

Recent statistical data 
c o m p i l e d  by the C h a m b e r  of 
C o m m e r c e  for the year 1918 
sp eaks v o l u m e s  for the w o n 
derful strides made by Hunts
ville .
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P o p u l a t i o n  is 21,300. 
Within a radius of four miles 
of the court h o use the p o p u 
lation is 29,850.

Number of manufacturers
6 8.

N u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  e m 
ployed 9,960.

A n nual pay-rolls, s a l a 
ries and wages $3,899,190.22.

Cost of M a t e r i a l  used 
per annum $12,121,232.84.

V a l u e  o f  P r o d u c t s  
$16,238,770.50.

V a l u e  of F a r m  C r ops and 
L i v e  S t ock p r o d u c e d  and sold 
$15,263,500.00.

T o t a l  v a l u e  of  a l l  
products sold $31,502,270.00.

WATER SUPPLY

The w a t e r  supp l y  of the 
city is far above average. 
It c o m e s  f r o m  a m a m m o t h  
spring located one half block

w e s t  of  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  
square, f l o w i n g  over t w e n t y  
four million gallons of pure 
sparkling health giving water 
per day. M o r e  than one m i l 
lion g a l l o n s  per hour. Its 
p u r i t y  is p r o v e n  by d a i l y  
tests by the M a d i s o n  County 
Board of Health; the analysis 
shows no indication of Colon 
B a cilli.

HEALTH

Owing to the altitude of 
a b o u t  6 5 0  feet, th e  m i l d  
c l i mate, the f r e e d o m  fro m  
m a l aria, the pure w a t e r  and 
the clea n l i n e s s ,  H u n t s v i l l e  
is the healthiest place to be 
found anywhere. D u r i n g  the 
Spanish American War the sur
geon g e n e r a l  of the United 
S t a t e s  A r m y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
Huntsville in Madison County 
w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  h e a l t h i e s t

HUNTSVILLE'S BIG SPRING - THE BEAUTY SPOT OF THE SOUTH

N ote the t w o  large houses, d i m l y  visible, b e yond the h ill at 
top left.



COUNTY COURT HOUSE

B u i l t  in 1913 at a cost of $110,000; d e m o l i s h e d  in 1964 to 
m a k e  w a y  for the p r e sent courthouse. This view is f r o m  the 
southeast corner of the square.

city in the United States. 
D u r i n g  t he C i v i l  W a r  the 
F e d e r a l s  used H u n t s v i l l e  as 
an a r m y  h o s p i t a l  and supply 
station. During the Spanish- 
A m e r i c a n  W a r  it was again 
c h o s e n  by the g o v e r n m e n t  as a 
health camp for soldiers re
turning from the fever laden 
sections of the tropics. The 
M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  B o a r d  of 
H e a l t h  w i t h  H e a d q u a r t e r s  in 
H u n t s v i l l e  is r e c o g n i z e d  by 
the S t ate Board of Health to 
be the "Star" H e a l t h  D e p a r t 
ment of the State of Alabama. 
T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P u b l i c  
Health Service has establish
ed a p e r m a n e n t  office in the 
s a m e  b u i l d i n g  and w o r k s  in 
conjunction with the Madison 
C o u n t y  A ll T i m e  B o a r d  of 
Health. Huntsville and M adi

son County have six v i s i t i n g  
nurses. Three maintained by 
the m i lls and one each by the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Life I n s u r a n c e  
Company, the M a d i s o n  C o unty 
B o a r d  of H e a l t h ,  a n d  the 
Huntsville, A l a b a m a  C h a p t e r  
of the American Red Cross.

HOMES

All are f a m i l i a r  with 
w h a t  is k n o w n  as the old 
S o u t h e r n  style of a r c h i t e c 
ture. If they w e r e  to visit 
Huntsville and Madison Coun
ty, t h e y  w o u l d  f i n d  m a n y  
e x a m p l e s  of these b e a u t i f u l  
old homes at their best. The 
long driveway flanked by the 
m a j e s t i c  t r e e s  on e i t h e r  
side; the beds of old f a s h 
ioned perennials; and above

6



all the stately mansions with 
their stone porticos, Grecian 
c o l u m n s  and p u r e l y  c l assic 
facade. T h e s e  h a n d s o m e  old 
Southern homes are among the 
best of the c o l o n i a l  type in 
the Unit e d  States, and those 
in H u n t s v i l l e  a re t r u e  to 
type. These old mansions are 
p r e s e r v e d  and are a m o n g  the 
l a n d m a r k s  of the place and 
are w e l l  w o r t h  the k o d a k i n g  
by t h e  a v e r a g e  v i s i t o r .  
H u n t s v i l l e  is rich in t r a d i 
tion, legend and folklore, 
and at the s a m e  t i m e  is as 
modern and as metropolitan as 
any city in the world.

The h o m e  of the First 
National Bank, so striking in 
its s i m p l i c i t y  and w h i c h  
l ends so m u c h  c h a r a c t e r  to 
the community was erected in 
1836 at a cost of $76,000. 
It is said to have been the

h a n d s o m e s t  b u i l d i n g  in the 
S o u t h .

The most worthy exponent 
of the " S o u thern A r c h i t e c 
t u r e "  is t he B e i r n e  H o m e ,  
this magnificent edifice was 
erected in 1837, at a cost of 
$32,000 and an expenditure of 
nine years of labor. In its 
p r e s e n t  w o n d e r f u l  state of 
preservation, is the most ex
p r e s s i v e  e x p o n e n t  of the 
grandeur, d i g n i t y  and u n a 
dorned beauty and simplicity 
of the times.

The M a s o n i c  Hall w h i c h  
is still in use, wa s  e r ected 
in 1811, and Helion Lodge No. 
1, is the first Masonic Lodge 
in the State.

Many other edifices, the 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  of w h i c h  is so 
s t r i k i n g  yet so appealing, 
still m a r k  the place of their 
erection.

STREET SCENE OF COTTON IN HUNTSVILLE
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT BUILDING

C o m m o n l y  k n o w n  as the Post Office, this s t r u c t u r e  wa s  built 
d u r i n g  1888-90 at a cost of $95,000. It was located on the 
w e s t  side of G r e e n e  Street b e t w e e n  Eustis and R a n d o l p h  a v e 
nues and was demolished in 1954. A municipal parking lot now 
occupies the site.

INDUSTRIAL HUNTSVILLE

T h e  p r o x i m i t y  of r a w  
material, cheap electric p o w 
er and w o n d e r f u l  supply of 
e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r  an d  o t h e r  
n a t u r a l  a d v a n t a g e s  m a k e  
H u n t s v i l l e  p r e e m i n e n t l y  a 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  city, as well 
as an a g r i c u l t u r a l  center, 
and a s t e a d y  a d v a n c e  along 
lines of industrial progress 
is one of the mos t  i m p o r t a n t  
e l e m e n t s  in t h e  c i t y ' s  
growth. A great n u m b e r  and 
v a r i e t y  of ind u s t r i e s  c o n 
t r i b u t e  to the city's p r e s 
tige and prosperity. H u n t s 
v i l l e  a nd M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  
products are distributed far 
and wide. It may be w el l  and 
t r u t h f u l l y  s a i d  t h a t  if a 
wall were built around Mad i 
son County, s h u t t i n g  it off

from the o u t side world, the 
people could find everything 
they n e eded to eat and wear, 
material to build and furnish 
their homes, to a n s w e r  to all 
the n e c e s s i t i e s  and m o s t  of 
the luxuries, of life, and 
when the last summons should 
come, could have their final 
r e s t i n g  p l a c e  m a r k e d  by a 
marble slab.

The cotton mills located 
w i t h i n  a r a d i u s  of t h r e e  
miles of Huntsville give e m 
p l o y m e n t  to 3 , 3 2 0  p e o p l e ,  
s u p p o r t i n g  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 
8,300 and manufacturing goods 
to the value of $12,416,040 
per year.

Among the articles man u 
factured in Huntsville a few 
are flour, sheeting, u n d e r 
w e a r ,  t w i n e ,  c o t t o n  y a rn, 
boxes, brooms, brick, tile,
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m a t r e s s e s ,  i r o n  a n d  s t e e l  
articles, cott o n  seed meal, 
p e n c i l  s l a t s ,  c o t t o n  s e e d  
oil, bottled goods, fertiliz
er, khaki goods, gi n g h a m s ,  
t e n t  g o o d s ,  m a d r a s ,  e g g  
cases, sash and doors, furni
t u re, and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s .  
F ibre b r o o m s  m a d e  in H u n t s 
v ille s w e e p  the s t r e e t s  of 
the world.

BUILDINGS

Huntsville has five pub
lic libraries. One s p l e n d i d  
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y  a nd f o u r  
othe r s  built and m a i n t a i n e d  
by various manufacturing con
c e r n s .  T h e  E l k s  b u i l d i n g  
constructed in 1906 at a cost 
of $110,000. A g o v e r n m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  in 1890 
c o s t i n g  $ 9 5 , 0 0 0 ,  t h i s  is

still a handsome building in 
a wonderful state of preser
vation. The C e n t r a l  Y.M.C.A. 
cost $75,000. A modern fire
p r o o f  h o t e l  e r e c t e d  fiv e  
y e a r s  a g o  at a c o s t  of 
$ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  G r a m m e r  (sic) 
s c hool built four years ago 
at a cost of $35,000. County 
court h o u s e  built six years 
ago at a cost of $110,000.

FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The growth of Huntsville 
and M a d i s o n  C o unty as a f i 
n a n c i a l  c e n t e r  k e e p s  p a c e  
w i t h  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of its 
i n d u s t r i e s  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
activities, and is one of the 
best e v i d e n c e s  of the solid 
foundation on which the pros
perity of the city and county 
rest. H u n t s v i l l e  at p r e s e n t

The Carnegie Library was built in 1915 with funds from the 
Carnegie Foundation. It was designed by Huntsville architect 
E d g a r  L. Love and w as l o c a t e d  at the n o r t h w e s t  c o rner of 
Madison and Gates streets where a parking garage now stands. 
The Carnegie Library was demolished in 1966.
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has five banks w i t h  capital 
and s u r p l u s  of $5,500,000. 
Bank clearings, one of the 
best b a r o m e t e r s  of business 
con d i t i o n s ,  has s h o w n  a s u b 
stantial increase in the last 
five years. There is a total 
of nine banks in the county 
w i t h  a c a p i t a l  and surplus of 
$7,000,000. H u n t s v i l l e  and 
M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  b a n k s  h a v e  
never had a bank failure, and 
n e v e r  paid scrip d u ring any 
f i n a n c i a l  depression. The 
c o n s p i c u o u s  and p h e n o m e n a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of Huntsville's 
financial institutions is the 
strong bulwark which insures 
the city's continual develop
ment and prosperity.

RETAIL CENTER

H u n t s v i l l e ' s  s h o p p i n g  
facilities are equal to those 
of any city in this section 
of the S o u t h  - large stores 
of m e t r o p o l i t a n  p r o p o r t i o n s  
and n u m e r o u s  u p - t o - d a t e  e s 
t a b l i s h m e n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
e v e r y  line of retail trade 
g i ves e v i d e n c e  of the e n t e r 
prise of the Huntsville m e r 
c h a n t s  and of the in c r e a s i n g  
v o l u m e  of H u n t s v i l l e  trade. 
H u n t s v i l l e  is the s h o p p i n g  
center of Madison County and 
a l a r g e  p a r t  of a d j a c e n t  
c ounties. It is safe l y  p r e 
d i c t e d  that the b u s iness of 
our m e r c h a n t s  has i n c r eased 
m o r e  t h a n  o ne h u n d r e d  per 
cent d u r i n g  the last eleven 
years. With a faith in their 
o w n  city and w i t h  the m e r 
chants working together with 
a hearty co-operation by hon
est dealing, courtesy to cus
tomers, stocks as good and 
p r i c e s  as low as can be found 
in the l a r gest cities, m a kes 
H u n t s v i l l e  d e s t i n e d  to c o n 
t i n u e  to g r o w  as a r e t a i l  
c e n t e r .

The favorable impression 
which Huntsville makes on all 
v i s i t o r s  a nd t o u r i s t s  is 
g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e d  by the e x 
c e l lent hotel a c c o m o d a t i o n s  
a f f o r d e d  by p r o g r e s s i v e  and 
prosperous Huntsville.

T h e  f o u r  h o t e l s  a r e  
T w i c k e n h a m ,  McGee, Stegall, 
and the Tulane. The hotel 
T w i c k e n h a m  is a n ew f i r e 
p r oof b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c o m m o 
dious and luxurious a c c omoda
tions and is the best hotel 
in Alabama north of B i rming
ham.

The M c G e e  Hotel is m o d 
ern and up-to-date, and h o m e 
like. It has b e e n  n e w l y  
f u r n i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  and is 
quite c o m m o d i o u s  in its a p 
pointment, it is equal to any 
hotel in North Alabama.

F e w  c i t i e s  t w i c e  the 
size of H u n t s v i l l e  a f f o r d  so 
l u x u r i o u s  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  for 
the pleasure and convenience 
o f  i t s  v i s i t o r s  as d o e s  
H untsville. Southern hospi
t a l i t y  is t r u l y  t y p e f i e d  
(sic) by H u n t s v i l l e  h o s t e l -  
ries. V i s i t o r s  and t o u r i s t s  
are always welcome to come to 
Huntsville and enjoy the w o n 
derful n a t u r a l  b e a u t i e s  of 
the city and this s e c t i o n  of 
North Alabama and to receive 
the true w e l c o m e  of lavish 
Southern hospitality.

MUNICIPAL ADVANTAGES

H u n t s v i l l e  has f i f teen 
m i l e s  of i m p r o v e d  streets, 
m or e  paved s t r eets than any 
other city of its size in the 
South. The s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m  
is perfect. H u n t s v i l l e  has 
s p l e n d i d  e l e c t r i c  a nd gas 
plants, street car lines and 
an e f f i c i e n t  a n d  m o d e r n  
e q u i p p e d  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t .

HOTEL FACILITIES
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Y.M.C.A., HUNTSVILLE

D e s i g n e d  by H u n t s v i l l e  a r c h i t e c t  Edgar L. Love and built 
d u r i n g  1910-12 at a cost of $75,000, this T - s h a p e d  b u i l d i n g  
has a long w i n g  at the bac k  and looks m u c h  as it did w h e n  new. 
L o c a t e d  at 203 G r e e n e  Street, it is still in use as the C e n 
tral Y.M.C.A.

The effectiveness of the fire 
d e p a r t m e n t  is r e f l e c t e d  by 
the exceedingly low insurance 
rate in Huntsville.

WATER POWER

The A l a b a m a  P o w e r  C o m 
pany has just c o m p l e t e d  the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a hig h  t e n 
sion t r a n s m i s s i o n  e l e c t r i c  
line f r o m  L o c k  T w e l v e  on the 
C o o s a  River to Hun t s v i l l e ,  
Ma d i s o n ,  and G u r l e y  in this 
County, w h i c h  a f f o r d s  these 
c i t i e s  p e r m a n e n t  and cheap 
hydro-electric energy for all 
future time.

H u n t s v i l l e  is near the 
i m m e n s e  G o v e r n m e n t  H y d r o 
electric Power development at 
M u s c l e  Shoals, w h i c h  w hen 
c o m p l e t e d  w i l l  d e v e l o p  
680,000 h o r s e  p o w e r  of e l e c 
t r i c  e n e r g y  at a c o s t  of 
a b o u t  4 m i l l s  p e r  h o r s e  
p o w e r .

T h r o u g h  the e x t r a c t i o n  
of N i t r o g e n  f r o m  the air by 
this h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  energy, 
e n o u g h  f e r t i l i z e r  w i l l  be 
produced for the entire coun
t r y  at a m u c h  l o w e r  p r i c e  
than was ever thought possi
ble. W h e n  once it is k n o w n  
that there is to be available 
s o m e  six h u n d r e d  and eigh t y
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thousand horse power of elec
t r i c a l  e n e r g y  at M u s c l e  
Shoals, those cities w i t h i n  
t h e  e l e c t r i c  Z o n e  w i l l  be 
able to o f fer the great i n 
d u s t r i e s  c o m m e r c i a l  a d v a n 
t a g e s  w h i c h  wil l  mak e  this 
l o c a t i o n  s e cond to none as a 
c e n t e r  of the i m p o r t a n t  and 
rapidly growing electric fur
nace industries.

EDUCATIONAL

T h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of 
citizenship in Huntsville is 
exemplified in the education
al, r e l i g i o u s  and social i n 
stitutions the city enjoys.

H u n t s v i l l e  h a s  t e n  
schools and colleges; and the 
Huntsville Public School Sys
t e m  is on a par w i t h  those 
the c o u n t r y  over. G r a d u a t e s  
of the P u blic Scho o l  enter 
without further examinations 
all colleges and universities 
in America. This is the only 
school in Huntsville that has 
a r i ght to mak e  this boast 
and in A l a b a m a  there are only 
t w e n t y - o n e  s u c h  s c h o o l s .  
Near H u n t s v i l l e  is the A g r i 
cultural and Mechanical Col
lege, one of the best C o l 
l e g e s  f or N e g r o e s  in the 
S o u t h .

F i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  of 
H u n t s v i l l e  is t h e  O a k w o o d  
College for Negroes under the 
control, d i r e c t i o n  and s u p 
p o r t  o f  t h e  S e v e n t h  D a y  
Advents (sic).

T H E  G R E E N  A C A D E M Y  in 
H u n t s v i l l e  w a s  the f i r s t  
s c h o o l  to be o p e r a t e d  in 
A l abama.

Too m u c h  stress cannot 
p o s s i b l y  be l a i d  u p o n  the 
splendid educational institu
t i o n s  - for the b r i g h t e s t  
h o p e  for Huntsville's future 
and the p a r t i c u l a r  pride of 
our p r e s e n t  is in her m a g n i f 
icent educational system.

RELIGIOUS

H u n t s v i l l e  is b l e s s e d  
with churches of every d e nom
i n a t i o n  - m a n y  of t h e m  of 
imposing architecture afford 
p l a c e s  of w o r s h i p  for a c i t i 
zenship deeply religious.

Their pulpits are filled 
w i t h  a b l e  p a s t o r s .  E a c h  
church has various societies 
and a u x i l i a r i e s  to b r ing its 
m e m b e r s h i p  into soci a l  c o n 
tact. The c h urch e d i f i c e s  
are scattered throughout the 
city and a r e s ident or v i s i 
tor, can always find a church 
of his d e n o m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  
easy reach.

H u n t s v i l l e  has t w e n t y  
c h u r c h e s ;  f o u r  Y. M. C. A. 
buildings. The c h u r c h e s  are 
s t r o n g l y  o r g a n i z e d  and wel l  
attended.

The first (sic) B a p t i s t  
Church of H u n t s v i l l e  is the 
oldest church in Alabama, was 
f o u nded in 1809. The F i rst 
Presbyterian Church of Hunts
ville held its one-hundredth 
a n n i v e r s a r y  in J u n e  1918. 
The religious and social life 
of the be a u t i f u l  city is all 
t h a t  the m o s t  d e v o u t  a nd 
f a s t i d i o u s  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  
desire.

SOCIAL ADVANTAGES

Clubs, fraternal and so
cial organizations are n u m e r 
o us a nd h a v e  an i m p o r t a n t  
part in Huntsville's social 
life.

GOLF LINKS, TENNIS, ETC.

H u n t s v i l l e  has a m o d e r n  
nine hole golf course, splen
did tennis courts and athlet
ic club or g y m n a s i u m ,  foot 
ball, base ball and basket 
ball teams, which appeal es 
p e c i a l l y  to v i g o r o u s  young 
m a n hood.
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WEST END VIEW OF CITY INFIRMARY

The City I n f i r m a r y  w as l o c ated at the corner of G a l l a t i n  and 
St. Clair streets where the present hospital is located. This 
r a m b l i n g  h o u s e  s e rved as the city i n f i r m a r y  f rom 1904 until 
1926 when a new brick hospital facing Madison Street was built 
in the same block.

ALTITUDE

H u n t s v i l l e  is 650 feet 
above sea level l o cated in 
the h e art of the b e a u t i f u l  
a n d  p i c t u r e s q u e  T e n n e s s e e  
R i ver Valley, s u r r o u n d e d  by 
m o u n t a i n s  d r o p p e d  arou n d  in 
the most effective spots.

MONTE SANO, "Mountain of 
Health," a magnificent resort 
t w o  t h o u s a n d  feet above sea 
level w i t h i n  a f ew m i n u t e s  
drive from Huntsville, where 
Huntsvillians spend the s u m 
mer months.

CITY INFIRMARY

H u n t s v i l l e ' s  I n f i r m a r y  
is an up-to-date institution 
w i t h  ten t r a i n e d  n u rses and 
fully equipped room for sur
g i c a l  w o r k  of an y  k i n d  or 
c haracter. Such an i n s t i t u 
t i o n  is a b l e s s i n g  to a n y  
city.

The City I n f i r m a r y  is a 
State chartered institution, 
o p e n e d  J u l y  1904, a nd is 
s u p p o r t e d  by e n d o w m e n t s  for 
memorial rooms, annual dona
t i o n s  by C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y ,  
citizens and business firms.
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Huntsville is located on 
the Southern Railway and the 
N a s h v i l l e ,  C h a t t a n o o g a  & St. 
Louis Railway. The construc
t i o n  of an I n t e r - u r b a n  
Freight and Passenger Railway 
between Huntsville and Flor
ence, Alabama, is now actual
ly assured, and building will 
begin in a few months, making 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the L o u i s 
ville & Nashville Railway at 
A t h e n s  for all points north 
and South. This railway will 
put Huntsville in direct con
n e c t i o n  w i t h  the st u p e n d o u s  
Hydro-electric development at 
Muscle Shoals on the Tennes
see River.

CLIMATE AMD TEMPERATURE

The c l i m a t e  is mil d  and 
pleasant, out-door work pos
s i b l e  the year around. The 
s u m m e r s  a re l o n g  a nd the 
winters are short. There are 
but short periods of the year 
w h e n  t he g r o u n d  c a n n o t  be 
o c c u p i e d  by c r o p s  of. s o m e  
k i n d .

A v e r a g e  t e m p e r a t u r e  in 
summer is 79 degrees, winter
50 degrees. A n nual r a i n f a l l
51 inches.

MEMORIAL AVENUE

H u n t s v i l l e  is the m ost 
b r i l l i a n t l y  electric lighted 
city in North Alabama, has an 
u p - t o - d a t e  W h i t e - w a y  along 
all the main business streets 
a n d  is n o w  c o m p l e t i n g  a r 
r a n g e m e n t s  to c o n s t r u c t  a 
M e m o r i a l  A v e n u e  t h r ough the 
efforts of the Grace Club, 46 
t rees w i l l  be set out along 
t h i s  a v e n u e  as a f i t t i n g  
t e s t i m o n i a l  to each of the 46 
M a d i s o n  Coun t y  s o l d i e r s  who 
gave their life's blood for 
t he f r e e d o m  of the w o r l d .

RAILROAD FACILITIES This beautiful Memorial Ave
nue will bear mute witness to 
the fact that Southern hearts 
ar e  n e i t h e r  f o r g e t f u l  n or 
ungrateful.

TOURISTS

H u n t s v i l l e  is the t o u r 
ist' G a t e - w a y  to the South. 
D u r i n g  the fall, w i n t e r  and 
s p r i n g ,  an a v e r a g e  of 2 50 
tourist' cars pass t h r o u g h  
H u n t s v i l l e  daily, a v e r a g i n g  
about three p e r s o n s  to the 
car e q u a l i n g  750 peop l e  p a s 
sing through daily, frequent
ly as man y  as 50 r e m a i n  over 
for the night in the s e v e r a l  
h o tels.

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
extends a most hearty welcome 
to all t o u r i s t s  and o t hers 
visiting and passing through 
Huntsville and furnishes logs 
and maps, d e s c r i p t i v e  of the 
best highways radiating from 
Huntsville.

The Chamber of Commerce 
considers it an honor to have 
t h e  t o u r i s t s  c a l l  at the 
o f f i c e s  and a p r i v i l e g e  to 
f u r nish t h e m  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
all possible subjects.

HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE

T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
nation is c l o sely e n t w i n e d  
w i t h  the h i s t o r y  of H u n t s 
v i lle. It is th e  o l d e s t  
American town in the present 
l i m i t s  of the State of A l a 
bama, h a v i n g  been s e t t l e d  in 
1805 by John Hunt, t r a p p e r  
and b a c k w o o d s  pioneer. In 
1809 the t o w n  was i n c o r p o 
rated by the Mississippi Ter
r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  as 
"TWICKENHAM" and late in 1811 
as "HUNTSVILLE."

The first Constitutional 
C o n v e n t i o n  of t he A l a b a m a  
Territory was held in Hunts
v i l l e  in 1819; t he f i r s t
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Legislature sat in Huntsville 
in 1820 and H u n t s v i l l e  was 
ma d e  the f i rst c a p i t a l  of the 
state of A l a bama. D e c e m b e r  
U t h ,  1819 Congress formally 
d e c l a r e d  A l a b a m a  to be one of 
the United States of America.

The first Capitol of the 
State of Alabama was a build
i ng on F r a n k l i n  a n d  G a t e s  
Streets, n ow long since r e 
moved .

The f i rst w i l l  p r o b a t e d  
in Madison County was written 
for G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n  for his 
wife's nephew, Jno. Hutchens, 
who is buried here. The will 
is still on file in the Court 
H o u s e .

THE "GREEN B O T T O M  INN," 
still stands four miles north 
of Huntsville. Gen. J a c k s o n  
regularly attended the races 
there; the table at w h i c h  he 
ate is still preserved in the 
o r i g i n a l  building. In its 
day it was the most prominent 
hostelry in the South.

PRINTING ESTABLISHMENTS

Mr. E. P. Mickel, S e c r e 
tary of the Tennessee E m ploy
ing Printers' F e d e r a t i o n  of 
Nashville, stated that Hunts

ville has one of the three 
leading establishments in the 
South in point of efficiency, 
b e i n g  e q u a l  to a n y  in the 
w o r l d  in s p e cial e q u i p m e n t  
and workmanship.

T his b u s i n e s s  is k n o w n  
as M o n r o e  P r i n t i n g  Company, 
O r i g i n a t o r s  and S p e c i a l i s t s  
in the designing and printing 
of "Sales S t i m u l a t i n g  S t a 
tionery," in colors.

PUBLIC UTILITIES

The d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b 
lic u t i l i t i e s  in H u n t s v i l l e  
has i n deed kep t  pace w i t h  the 
growing needs, and Huntsville 
is b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d  t o day and 
h a s  l a r g e r  p r o v i s i o n s  and 
f a c i l i t i e s  f or th e  f u t u r e  
than many other large cities.

ELECTRIC POWER RATE

E l e c t r i c  p o w e r  rate is 
t w o  c e nts per k i l o w a t t  for 
all over five h u n d r e d  k i l o 
watt hours. For Cotton Mills 
t h e  r a t e  is f i r s t  3 5 , 0 0 0  
k i l o w a t t  hours, 1 cent. All 
over 35,000 h o urs is eight 
mills.

FRANKLIN STREET 
LOOKING SOUTH
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THEATRES

The Elks T h e a t r e  is the 
best in the State of Alabama, 
and it is a d m i t t e d  that the 
p i c t u r e  s h o w s  of H u n t s v i l l e  
a r e  e q u a l  to a n y  in t h e  
S t a t e .

NEWSPAPERS.

Huntsville has two daily 
and t w o  w e e k l y  newspapers. 
The d a ily p a pers have full 
leased wire service.

CHAUTAUQUA

H u n t s v i l l e  h as m a i n 
t a i n e d  an annual seven day 
C h a u t a u q u a  for a n u m b e r  of 
y e a r s .

D e t a i l  of the richly d e c o r a t e d  central p e d i m e n t  of the Elks 
building. The arch is f l a nked by t h e a t r i c a l  m a s k s  and the 
i n t e r t w i n e d  letters B.P.O.E.

The Elks Theatre, constructed 
in 1 9 0 6  at  a c o s t  o f  
$110,000, was located on the 
n o rth side of Eustis A v enue 
b e t w e e n  G r e e n e  S t r e e t  and 
E a s t  S i d e  S q u a r e .  It w a s  
demolished in 1967.
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BRIEF FACTS ABOUT 

THE COTTON MILL INDUSTRY 

OF HUNTSVILLE, ALA.

T o t a l  S p i n d l e s  in the 
Mills of Huntsville, 232,492.

Horse Power 12 to 15000.
Bales of Cotton Consumed 

weekly, 827; yearly, 43,004 
or s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  the 
a v e r a g e  t h a t  is r a i s e d  in 
Madison County.

Coal c o n s u m e d  weekly, 
1400 tons or one train load 
of 35 cars; yearly, 73,528 
tons or 52 t r ains of 35 cars 
e a c h .

Y a rds of c l oth m a n u f a c 
t u r e d  w e e k l y ,  1 , 3 5 8 , 8 1 4 ;  
yearly, 70,653,328.

The weekly production of 
c l o t h  p u t  e n d  to e n d  w i l l  
r e a c h  f r o m  H u n t s v i l l e  to 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
800 miles; yearly production 
will reach 1 3/5 times around 
the world.

P o u n d s  of Yarn m a n u f a c 
tured in the Yarn Mills w e e k 
ly, 88,807; yearly, 4,580,- 
524.

The soft yarn made would 
f u r n i s h  u n d e r w e a r  f or the 
w o men of Alabama and M i ssis
sippi .

The total pounds of yarn 
m a d e  w e e k l y  in a ll M i l l s ,  
Yarn and c l oth M i l l s  i n c l u 
sive, 397,950; yearly, 20,- 
693,400.

Tying the weekly produc
tion of Yar n  into one strand 
w o u l d  m e a s u r e  398,876 m i l e s  
or a b out 16 t i m e s  a r ound the 
w o r l d ;  y e a r l y ,  2 0 , 7 3 7 , 9 0 0  
m i l e s  or a b o u t  8 3 0  t i m e s  
around the world.

One pound of Cotton when 
s p u n  i n t o  y a r n  w i l l  r e a c h  
from Huntsville to Decatur.

A c r e a g e  u n d e r  roof d e 
v oted to C o tton M a n u f a c t u r 
ing, approximately 30.

T o t a l  Pay Roll weekly, 
$27,876.83; yearly, $1,449,- 
595.16.

Total employees counting 
all mills, 3,320.

P o p u l a t i o n  supported by 
Mills, 8,300.

A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of Yarn 
made, 21.13.

T o tal V a l u e  of p r o d u c t s  
produced weekly, $238,770.00; 
yearly, $12,416,040.00.
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AUTO ROUTE, HUNTSVILLE,

ALABAMA TO ALL FLORIDA

AND ALABAMA POINTS,

VIA GADSDEN

To Florida go via Guntersville, Gadsden, Rome and Atlan
ta. To Ne w  O r l e a n s  and M o b i l e  go via Gadsden, B i r m i n g h a m ,  
Montgomery and Selma.

Mileage.
0 H U N T SVILLE, Court H o use on left, First N a t i o n a l  Bank 

B u i l d i n g  on right. Jog s t r a i g h t  ahead S o uth on m a c 
adam pike.

5.8 L I L L YFLAG, Cross RR track; straight thru four corners;
s t r a i g h t  thru at 9.7.

11 W H I T E S B U R G H ,  The T e n n e s s e e  River, bear left a r ound 
s t ore house. (Caution.) Do not cross river at F e rry 
l o c a t e d  just around curve to right. Turn right over 
iron and w o o d  brid g e  f o l l o w i n g  road s t r a i g h t  ahead 
w i t h  poles. Cross w o o d  and iron bridge at 12.4 then 
bear right over w i n d i n g  road. Cross RR then pass 
c h u r c h  at 13.9.

14.6 H O B B S  I S L A N D  ( T A Y L O R S V I L L E ) ,  S t a tion on right; 
straight thru, following gravel road and poles. Pass 
c h u r c h  on right at 16. Pass school house on r i ght at
16.6. Cross wood and iron bridge at 18.1. Sharp turn 
to right at 19.1. S t r a i g h t  ahead; keep to r i ght at
20.7. Kee p  to right at 21. Chur c h  on right at 21.4. 
Straight ahead at 24.2. Turn right at 24.4 into:

24.6 N E W  H O P E ,  P. 0. on left. S t r a i g h t  thru; bear left 
w i t h  poles at 24.8. Bear left at 25.4. Cross iron 
and wood bridge at 26.2. Keep straight ahead at 27.2. 
Old school h o use on right at 28.4. Church on left at 
29. Keep s t r a i g h t  ahead w i t h  travel at 29.4. Cross 
colvert and bear left at 30.

32.1 C OTTONVILLE, Store on left, straight thru; Fork; take 
left at 32.7. Church on left at 33. Cross t w o  woo d  
c o l v e r t s  at 34.4. Go over long w i n d i n g  hill at 36.2. 
Sharp turn to right at 37.6. S c hool h o use on left at 
38.7.
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42.8 Bear right d o w n  hill to T e n n e s s e e  River Ferry; cross 
here to Guntersville; ferry runs day and night. Nec
essary to call for ferry at night as it anchors during 
the n i ght on the G u n t e r s v i l l e  side. T w o  large g a s o 
line p o w e r  f e r r i e s  each h a n d l i n g  five cars. Toll 
$1.00. Go s t r a i g h t  out f r o m  ferry. F o u r - corners; 
turn right with travel at 43.6.

44 G U N T E R S V I L L E ,  f o u r - c o r n e r s ;  Court h o use on left; 
s t r a i g h t  thru. B r i c k  c h urch on left at 44.1. Pass 
w a t e r i n g  t r o u g h  in m i d d l e  of road, at 45.5. Avoid 
r i ght h and road at 45.9. Go thru c o v e r e d  bridge at
46.4. Go up winding road to Sand Mountain at 47.2.

48.3 Top of M o u n tain. I r r e g u l a r  four - c o r n e r s ;  bear left 
with travel 50. Thru covered bridge at 51.7. Go thru 
bridge again at 52.4. Pass Cemetery on left at 54.

54.4 A L B E R T S V I L L E , Four corners; s t r a i g h t  thru. Cross RR 
s t a tion on right at 54.7. Take r i ght at 54.8. Forks, 
keep right at 56.2. Cross iron bridge at 58.8. Cross 
RR at 60.

62 BOAZ, S t r a i g h t  thru; P. 0. on right. Pass chur c h  on 
right; thru covered bridge. Forks; take left at 60.9. 
Cross RR. C h urch and s c hool h o use on right at 65.8. 
The t o u r i s t  is n o w  a c r o s s  Sand M o u n t a i n  or p l a t e a u  a 
d i s t a n c e  of 17.5 m i l e s  at an e l e v a t i o n  of about 2,000 
feet above sea level which was the original elevation 
of this e n tire s e c t i o n  w h i c h  e x t e n d s  N o rth East for 
h u n d r e d s  of m i l e s  at a w i d t h  of a b out 15 to 30 miles.

68 Descend long winding magnificent road with wide sweep
ing curves. A g r and v i e w  of the vall e y  on right at
68.5. B o t t o m  of m o u n t a i n  at 69.6. Cross iron bridge 
and bear left and then right over another mountain at 
76.2. F o u r - c o r n e r s ;  s t r a i g h t  thru at 78.3. Turn 
left, RR on right at 78.4.

78.7 A T T A L L A ,  Ban k  on left; F o u r - c o r n e r s ;  s t r a i g h t  thru 
w i t h  trolley, c r o s s i n g  RR. Kee p  s t r a i g h t  up hill at 
78.9. Cross c o n c r e t e  b r idge at 79.6. Cross RR at 80.

81.3 A L A B A M A  C I TY, P. 0. on right; cross RR and f o l l o w  
trolley. Cross concrete bridge 82. Forks; take left 
at 82.2. Bear right; pass Southern RR shop on left at
82.6. Cross RR. Four-corners; meeting trolley; turn 
left B r oad St. 83.

84 G A D S D E N ,  Court H o use on left; turn left one block 
Printup Hotel, corner Fourth and Locust where Gadsden 
Auto Club is located. Adolph Reich President.
Cal l  on t h e m  for logs and i n f o r m a t i o n  to all p o i n t s  
S o u t h .

HUNTSVILLE to GADSDEN 84 miles.
Huntsville to Birmingham via Gadsden 144 miles.
Huntsville to Rome via Gadsden 148 miles.
Huntsville to Atlanta via Gadsden and Rome 206 miles.
Do not d e p e n d  upon the p u b l i c  to give c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a 

tion. Call on the Auto Club or Commercial Association in each 
city. They usually furnish correct information.

"SEE AMERICA FIRST"
Good hotels at Guntersville, Albertsville and Boaz. Ac 

comodations can also be secured at New Hope.
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(EDITOR'S NOTE): O t her Auto Routes in the 1919 C h a m b e r  
of Commerce booklet gave instructions for travel from Hunts
v i lle to the T e n n e s s e e  cities of M e m p h i s ,  C h a t tanooga, and 
N a s h v i l l e .

The M e m p h i s  route guided the t o u r i s t  t h r ough Florence, 
Alabama (68 miles) to Corinth, Mississippi (136.1 miles) where 
one was advised to call on the Corinth Chamber of Commerce for 
f u r t h e r  info r m a t i o n .  No total m i l e a g e  to M e m p h i s  wa s  p r o 
vided. The roads to F l o r e n c e  wer e  noted as being "gravel, 
s t o n e  and dirt roads, m ost of w h i c h  are in popr shape. This 
is a s e c t i o n  of the M u s s e l  (sic) Shoals Highway." T r a v e l e r s  
to Decatur were instructed to take the Huntsville to Florence 
Route to mileage 23, "then turn sharp to left straight thru to 
D e c a t u r ."

The roads to C h a t t a n o o g a  (117.6 miles) m u s t  have been 
f a i r l y  good, but the route to N a s h v i l l e  (114.8 miles) was 
n o t e d  w i t h  a warning: "Gravel and stone roads w i t h  short 
s t r e t c h e s  of dirt. Thru hilly f a r m i n g  country. Roads first 
c l ass in dry weather. T w o  hours of s u n shine after a h e a v y  
rain puts roads in fine condition. . . Good hotels at Fayette
ville, Shelbyville and Murphreesboro."

Eac h  Auto Route ended w i t h  the s a m e  a d m o n i t i o n  found at 
the c o n c l u s i o n  of the F l o rida and p o ints South route given 
above - the p u blic could not be relied upon for c o r r e c t  road 
information.
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A map of the "best 
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H u n t s v i l l e , Ala. 
to F l o r i d a "  w a s  
part of the cover 
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the 1919 C h a m b e r  
of C o m m e r c e  b o o k 
let.



IMPERIAL 

MADISON COUNTY

Madison County is bound
ed on the S o u t h  by the b e a u 
tiful Tennessee River, which 
passes through the most pic
turesque scenery from Hunts
ville North, to be seen in 
the United States East of the 
Mississippi River. Just vis
ualize for yourself a succes
sion of f e r t i l e  v a l l e y s  in 
t h e  h e i g h t  of a l u x u r i a n t  
c u l t i v a t i o n ,  w i t h  f i elds on 
e v e r y  side, rich w i t h  their 
s e v e r a l  crops, o r c h a r d s  in 
the b l o o m  of S p r i n g  or h e a v y  
w i t h  their l u s c i o u s  fruits, 
with purple peaked mountains 
d r o p p e d  a r o u n d  in the mos t  
effective spots, all against 
a b e a u t i f u l  sky, w i t h  roads 
like w h i t e  r i b b o n s  w i n d i n g  
a n d  u n f u r l i n g  b e f o r e  you; 
brooks of crystal water purl
i n g  a l o n g ,  m a k i n g  a s o f t  
accompaniment to the songs of 
t h e  b i r d s ,  a nd y o u  h a v e  a 
mild approach to what a drive 
around about Huntsville is in 
s u m m e r .  An a c t u a l  d r i v e  
t h r o u g h  this v e r d a n t  seri e s  
of v a l l e y s  w i t h  its p r o m i s 
c u ous m o u n t a i n  peaks, wil l  
convey a better idea than any 
word picture possibly could.

EDUCATIONAL

T h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  in 
M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  are equal to 
a n y  s c h o o l s  in t h e  S t a t e .  
Under the consolidated school 
s y s t e m  e v e r y  boy and girl in 
M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  is a b l e  to

o b t a i n  a h igh school e d u c a 
t i o n  an d  be at h o m e  e v e r y  
night. S i x t e e n  a u t o m o b i l e  
s c h o o l  t r u c k s  c a r r y  t h e  
s c h o l a r s  to and f r o m  school 
each day.

MINERALS

T h e  m o u n t a i n s  of the 
C o u n t y  have rich d e p o s i t s  of 
white and gray marble, which 
is s u s c e p t i b l e  to a poli s h  
equal to the I t a lian marble. 
M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  h a s  v a s t  
stores of limestone equal to 
any for the m a n u f a c t u r e  of 
c e m e n t .

Coal has been located in 
v a r i o u s  p a rts of the county, 
but it has not yet been d e 
veloped except a mine located 
on M o n t e  Sano, about t w e n t y  
m i n u t e s  d r ive f r o m  H u n t s 
ville, w h e r e  forty tons of 
coal is b e i n g  m i n e d  daily. 
Small natural gas wells and a 
s p l e n d i d  grade of p e t r o l e u m  
oil has been d i s c o vered, but 
not in paying quantities.

NURSERIES

Madison County nurseries 
are a m o n g  the l a r g e s t  in the 
world in acreage and produc
tion and c o n s t i t u t e  one of 
the important factors in the 
county's wealth.

The nursery industry was 
established here in 1858, and 
has c o n s t a n t l y  grown, s h i p 
ping the p r o d u c t s  to e v ery
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State in the Union and to all 
parts of South America, Cana
da, Mexico, and to m a n y  more 
distant foreigh lands.

P e a c h ,  p e a r ,  a p p l e ,  
c h e r r y ,  p l u m ,  a n d  p e c a n  
trees, w i t h  all v a r i e t i e s  of 
o r n a m e n t a l  plan t s  and shade 
trees are largely propagated 
h e r e .

HIGHWAYS

I m p r o v e d  H i g h w a y s  are 
b e i n g  b u ilt t h r o u g h  all s e c 
t i o n s  of M a d i s o n  C o u n t y ,  
w h i c h  is t he p i o n e e r  g o o d  
road c o u n t y  of A l a b a m a  and 
w a s  one of the first count i e s  
of Alabama to secure Federal 
aid for roads.

M a d i s o n  C o unty has four 
h u n d r e d  and fifty m i l e s  of 
har d  s u r f a c e d  g r aded roads 
radiating in every direction 
from Huntsville. The County 
H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  s p e n d s  
a b out s e v e n t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l 
l a r s  e a c h  y e a r  f o r  g o o d  
r o a d s .  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  is 
f o r t u n a t e  in h a v i n g  f i v e  
state trunk highways.

In F e b r u a r y  M a d i s o n  
C o u n t y  w i l l  vote on a State 
Bond Issue, which with Feder
al capital, w i l l  build fifty 
million dollars worth of hard 
roads, enabling the farmer to 
sell his products at the best 
m a r k e t  in place of the n e a r 
est market.

TAX RATE

The State tax rate is 65 
cents, on e a c h  o ne h u n d r e d  
d o l l a r s  a s s e s s e d  valuation. 
The county tax rate is $1.15, 
making a total of $1.80. The 
assessed valuation of Madison 
C o u n t y  is over $16,000,000. 
The a s s e s s m e n t  is 60 per cent 
of the valuation.

FERTILIZERS

T h e  f a r m i n g  l a n d s  of 
Ma d i s o n  County are l o cated 
near the great phosphate beds 
of Tennessee, and the d e v e l 
o p m e n t  of M u s c l e  S h o a l s  on 
the T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r ,  the 
greatest hydro-electric power 
in the U n ited States, w ill 
not only m a k e  this v a l l e y  the 
leading manufacturing center 
of the w o r l d  but w ill give 
the f a r m e r s  cheap nitrates, 
together with the inexhaust
ible s u pply of p o t a s h  c o n 
t a ined in these soils, w i l l  
enable the f a r m e r s  to m a k e  
t h e i r  a l r e a d y  p r o d u c t i v e  
lands p r o duce crops g r e a t l y  
in e x c e s s  of t h e i r  n o r m a l  
production.

FARMERS CO-OPERATIVE 
EXTENSION WORK

Madison County while the 
a c c e p t e d  l e a d e r  a m o n g  the 
c o u n t i e s  of the S t a t e  in 
pr o d u c t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
crops was one of the first 
c o u n t i e s  of t he S t a t e  to 
actively conduct farmers ex
tension work.

Under the management of 
an efficient all time Govern
m e n t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A g ent and 
an all t i m e  H o m e  D e m o n s t r a 
tion Agent, the f a r m e r s  C o 
o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  w o r k  is 
p r o v i n g  to be the g r e a t e s t  
idea ever infused into the 
w o r k i n g s  of any one class of 
American Citizens.

The Pig Clubs have i n 
creased the size and lowered 
t h e  c o s t  of p i gs, and th e  
Corn Clubs are a p o t e n t  f a c 
tor in the i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c 
tion of corn. H o m e  D e m o n 
s t r a t i o n  W o r k  and C a n n i n g  
Clubs are a c tive in M a d i s o n  
County.
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MADISON COUNTY PIG CLUB

CAVE SPRING FARM BERKSHIRES
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Four Horse Double Disk Two Horse Gheck Row Planter
Slant Tooth Harrow 

PLANTING CORN AT CAVE SPRING FARM 
The Chauffeur of a one-mule-power bull tongue will never make 

a record-breaking corn crop.

F i e l d  crops p r o d u c e d  in 
Madison County - $11,656,500. 
Live Stock sold - $3,607,000. 
Total production - 
$ 1 5 , 2 6 3 , 5 0 0 .

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY

Madison County's remark
able agricultural productivi
ty m a k e s  it an ideal location 
for farmers. T h o u g h  one of 
the s m a l l e r  c o u n t i e s  of the 
s t a t e  h a v i n g  an area of only 
800 s q uare miles, p r o d u c e d  
last year (1918) $15,263,500 
in farm crops and live stock; 
over six million dollars more 
t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t y  in 
A l a bama.

M a d i s o n  County's a g r i 
cu l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  w on first 
p r i z e  at the A l a b a m a  State 
Fair in Birmingham for thirty 
consecutive years which is a 
r e m a r k a b l e  r e c o r d .  W h i l e

M a d i s o n  County d i v e r s i f i e s  
mo r e  than any other c o u n t y  in 
Alabama, 32,000 bales of cot
ton were produced during 1918 
w h i c h  is far beyo n d  the p r o 
du c tion of any other c o u n t y  
in the State.

CROP FAILURE NEVER KNOWN

A crop f a i lure in M a d i 
son C o u n t y  has n e v e r  b e e n  
known, as the soil is deep 
red clay, u s u a l l y  forty to 
sixty feet to bed rock. It 
is s u s c e p t i b l e  to a h i g h  
state of cultivation, wel l  
drained, yet holding moisture 
in the immense clay reservoir 
for times of deficient rain
fall.

In t he b e a u t i f u l  and 
picturesque T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y  
is w h e r e  the h a rdy g r asses 
and grains of the N o r t h  m e e t  
with the tender cotton plant

24



of the S o uth in a co n g e n i a l  
s o i l  t h a t  e n a b l e s  t h e m  to 
produce their m a x i m u m  yield.

PRICE OF LAND

La nds are a d v a n c i n g  in 
p rice e v ery year. They w ill 
never be c h e a p e r  than they 
a re now. G o o d  l a n d  s e l l s  
f r o m  $2 0  to $ 1 5 0  p e r  a c r e  
d e p e n d i n g  on l o c a t i o n  and 
improvement, based on present 
production, which is not near 
w h a t  they w o u l d  be if e f f i 
c i e n t l y  w o r k e d .  M a d i s o n  
Co unty land s h ould sell at 
$300 to $700 per acre.

LIVE STOCK

Madison County is unsur
p a s s e d  as a live stock and 
hog p r o d u c i n g  county. The 
Tennessee Valley produces the 
finest h o r s e s  in the United 
States. The P i e d m o n t  Stock 
F a r m  is equal to any blooded 
s t o c k  f a r m  in t h e  U n i t e d  
States. Hog raising in M adi
son C o u n t y  has u n t o l d  a d v a n 
t ages and beef is p r o d u c e d  
very cheaply. Conditions all 
favor the c h e a p e s t  p r o d u c 
tion. L i v e  S t o c k  can be 
r a i s e d  40 per cent c h e aper 
than in the North.

A MADISON COUNTY PRODUCT

25



Live Stock can be raised 40 per cent cheaper than in the North

HOME SEEKERS

A home seeker who wishes 
to e s c a p e  t he r i g o r s  of a 
Northern winter, the perplex
ing labor p r o b l e m s  and the 
long feeding period will w e l 
come this country where cli
m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  enable hi m  
to w o r k  a l m o s t  every day in 
t h e  y e a r  an d  p r o d u c e  t w o  
c r ops on the sam e  land. He 
w i l l  p r o d u c e  the s a m e  crops 
and r a ise the sam e  live stock 
that he r a ised at his f o r m e r  
h o m e  at less e x p e n s e  w i t h  a 
r e a d y  m a r k e t  at hi s  v e r y  
door, w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to e n 
counter the inconvenience of 
a s e t t l e r  in a p i oneer c o u n 
try that has not the roads, 
schools, churches and social 
conditions that he will find 
in this county.

H E A R T Y  W E L C O M E  E X T E N D E D  
TO ALL

T h r o u g h  its C h a m b e r  of 
Commerce Huntsville and M a d i 
son Coun t y  w i s h  to e x t e n d  a 
h e a r t y  w e l c o m e  to all h o m e  
seekers, should they d e sire 
to e n g a g e  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  
pursuits, the o r g a n i z a t i o n  
w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e m .  If t he 
p r o s p e c t i v e  r e s i d e n t  w i s h e s  
to engage in a manufacturing 
e n t e r p r i s e  the a s s o c i a t i o n  
will supply all details.

HUNTSVILLE AND MADISON COUNTY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P. 0. Aiken, Secretary.
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OFFICERS AMD DIRECTORS OF THE HUNTSVILLE AND MADISON COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MR. CLARENDON DAVIS, President.
W. L. LYLE, Vice-President, in charge of Wholesale Trade.
R. E. SPRAGINS, Vice-President, in charge of Good Roads.
E. L. LOVE, Vice-President, in charge of Conventions.

W. F. GARTH, Vice-President, in charge of Agricultural Bureau. 
J. P. COONEY, Vice-President, in charge of Retail Trade. 

ROBERT MURPHREE, Vice-President, in charge of Industries.
W. L. H A L S E Y ,  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T ,  in c h a r g e  of T r a f f i c  a nd

T ransportation.
P. 0. AIKEN, General Secretary.

MISS CORNELIA POWELL, Asst. Secretary.
C. F. STRIPLIN, County Agricultural Agent.

MISS EVELYN PEYTON, County Home Demonstration Agent.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

T. W. PRATT
J. M. GILL
R.  A. MOORE
W. L. BAKER

J. J. BRADLEY 
E. H. GROSSER 
J. H. PRIDE 
DR. I. B. WYATT 
ROBERT CHASE

A. M. BOOTH 
C. L. HACKWORTH 
DR. F. B. WILSON 
J. T. McGREGOR

CITY OF HUNTSVILLE AND MADISON COUNTY OFFICIALS

CITY OFFICIALS

H. B. CHASE, Mayor 
T. L. PATTON, Treasurer and City Clerk 

EARL R. FORD, Recorder 
R. C. JOHNSTON, Superintendent of City Public Schools

COUNTY OFFICIALS

THOMAS W. JONES, Probate Judge 
J. C. LOWE, Sheriff 

CARTER H. RICE, Circuit Clerk 
S. R. BUTLER, Superintendent of Education 

CHARLES FLETCHER, Tax Adjuster 
GEORGE DARWIN, Tax Assessor 

T. M. PHILLIPS, Tax Collector 
R. C. BRICKELL, Judge of Circuit Court 

MISS FANNIE CABINESS, Register of Circuit Court 
J. W. B. HAWKINS, Judge of Inferior Court 

E. C. BETTS, Deputy Solicitor for Madison County 
DR. CARL A. GROTE, H e a l t h  Officer, M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  B o ard of 

Health
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SCIENTIFIC WAY OF FARMING

Several hundred of these tractors are now in use 
on Madison County Farms.
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