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Introduction :

West Huntsville
Y.M.C.A. of 1925

This issue of the Quarterly is devoted to the reproduc-
tion of the contents of the booklet "West Huntsville Young
Men*s Christian Association and Community," published by the
Y. M. C. A organization of West Huntsville in 1925. Organized
for the benefit of the mill workers and their families, the
West Huntsville Y. M. C. A. was broadly supported by the
owners and managers of the mills and other businesses of that
community.

Featured 1in the booklet are many photographs of the Y. M.
C. A. building, mills and other structures, people and scenes
of West Huntsville, an area which was not included in Hunts-
ville®"s city limits at that time. The mills, Y. M. C. A.
building and some of the other structures are still standing,
but some of the buildings have disappeared from the landscape.
0f course, time and progress have changed the appearance of
the community, although the aspect of earlier times is re-
tained by a few neighborhoods.

In 1925 the city limits of Huntsville embraced an area of
only three square miles. Most of the city"s big cotton mills
and other industries were located outside the city limits in
the surrounding suburbs, an area which had a larger population
than the city proper. The eight-square-mile area of Greater
Huntsville included West Huntsville, Merrimack, Dallas, and
Lincoln mills and their mill villages. According to The
Huntsville Daily Times of June 28, 1925, the population of
Huntsville proper in the 1920 census was 8,018, while the
estimated population of Greater Huntsville (including Hunts-
ville proper) was 23,349.

By publishing their booklet, the Y. M. C. A. and business
leaders of the West Huntsville community were not only prais-
ing the organization®s programs and accomplishments, but were
promoting the advantages available in their area, much as the
Chamber of Commerce did for Huntsville and Madison County.



The West Huntsville Y. M. C. A. was organized in 1915.
Instrumental in its formation was Miss Mary Virginia McCor-
mick, wealthy heiress to the McCormick harvesting machinery
fortune, who donated the land and the building. Her personal
interest in the project was evinced by the continuing efforts
of Miss Grace T. Walker and Mrs. Emmons Blaine as her repre-
sentatives. Serving on the Board of Directors of the Y. M
C. A. were executives of The Lowe Manufacturing Company, The
Huntsville Knitting Company, and The West Huntsville Cotton
Mills Company.

For many years Miss McCormick spent her summers in Hunts-
ville and was active in social affairs of the city. She was

the owner of "Kildare," the huge Queen Anne style mansion
located just off Oakwood Avenue between Meridian and Washing-
ton streets. Miss Walker, her friend and representative for

the West Huntsville Y. M. C. A. project, was a prominent
Huntsvillian for whom the Grace Club was named. The Grace
Club, a notable ladies" service organization, is still active
today.

In reproducing the contents of "West Huntsville Young
Men®s Christian Association and Community,” only one feature
has been eliminated - a pale green decorative border encir-
cling nearly every page of the original booklet; however, it
was possible to reproduce the border on the pages that did not
feature photographs. The dark green cover of the booklet,
pictured below, was made of heavy textured paper printed in
light green ink.
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Let me live in a house by the side of the road,
Where the races of men go by

The men who are good and the men who are bad,
As good and as bad as .

| would not sit in the scorner’s seat,
Or hurl the cynic’s ban:

Let me live in a house by the side of the road,
And be afriend to man.

—Sam Walter Foss.
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HAPPY, HUSTLING WEST HUNTSVILLE

"A GOOD PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE"

SIX LIVE, PROGRESSIVE CHURCHES

GOOD SCHOOLS AFFORDING SPLENDID
EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES

ONE OF THE LARGEST AND BEST-EQUIPPED INDUSTRIAL YOUNG MEN'S
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS IN THE SOUTH. WITH A MEMBERSHIP OF
OVER ONE THOUSAND, PRESENTING AN ALL-ROUND PRO-
GRAM OF ACTIVITIES OF A RELIGIOUS. EDUCATIONAL.
SOCIAL. PHYSICAL. AND RECREATIONAL NATURE
FOR MEN AND WOMEN. BOYS AND GIRLS

EIGHT INDUSTRIES PAYING GOOD WAGES AND PROVIDING GOOD HOMES
AND GOOD LIVING AND WORKING CONDITIONS
FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES

-YOU'LL LIKE WEST HUNTSVILLE"



THE WEST HUNTSVILLE YOUNG MEN'SCHRISTIAN
ASSOCIATION—ACOMMUNITY ASSET”

MR. T. W. PRATT. President

SECRETARY-TREASURER
WEST HUNTSVILLE COTTON MILLS COMPANY

HE West Huntsville Young Men’s Christian Association was organized

J in 1915. The splendid building and grounds that make it an ideal plant

for welfare work were the gift of Miss Mary Virginia McCormick. The

success of this community enterprise is due greatly to the personal interest man-

ifested by Mrs. Emmons Blaine and Miss Grace T. Walker as representatives

of Miss McCormick. The Association organization was perfected by Dr. E. H. T.

Foster, representing the Industrial Department of the International Committee of

the Y. M. C. A., who has been closely affiliated with the work of the Association
since its inception.

The Association serves the employees of the three textile mills of the community,
The Lowe Manufacturing Company, The Huntsville Knitting Company, and The
West Huntsville Cotton Mills Company, as well as the business element of the
community. Its Board of Directors is composed of the executives of these mills,
as follows: R. E. McDonald, Lowe Manufacturing Company; W. M. Wellman,
The Huntsville Knitting Company; and T. W. Pratt, West Huntsville Cotton Mills
Company. That splendid co-operation and support is given the Association is
evidenced by the large membership of 1,050 in a total population of some 3,000.

The scope of the Association’s program is broad, same providing activities of a
religious, educational, physical, social, and recreational nature to men and women,
boys and girls. The efficient Secretary, Mr. W. B. Patterson, and his corps of
splendid workers are rendering a program of service to the community that is
growing in popularity and efficiency and is playing an important part in the
progress, happiness, and success of the employees of the industrial enterprises of
the community.

THE Y. M. C. A. IS WEST HUNTSVILLE’'S GREATEST ASSET.
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THE LOWE MANUFACTURING COMPANY

C. W. CAUSEY. President and Treasurer, Greensboro. N. C.
JOHN SCOTT. Vice President and Assistant Treasurer. Greensbhoro.
J. A. ROLAND, Secretary, Greensboro, N. C.

R. E. MCDONALD, Agent, Huntsville, Ala.

manufacturers of

HIGH-GRADE GINGHAMS, SHEETINGS, ROMPER CLOTH
AND NOVELTY DRESS GOODS

SPANISH SUITINGS AND SEERSUCKER FOR MEN'S WEAR

SELLING AGENTS

HUNTER MANUFACTURING AND COMMISSION COMPANY
58-60 WORTH, NEW YORK

N. C.
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WEST HUNTSVILLE COTTON MILLS COMPANY
THIRTY-THREE YEARS IN BUSINESS
MANUFACTURERS OF

COTTON YARNS AND TWINES

T. W. PRATT, President and Secretary
D. W. WARD, Superintendent

HUNTSVILLE WAREHOUSE COMPANY
THIRTY-THREE YEARS IN BUSINESS
PUBLIC COTTON WAREHOUSES, UNDER FEDERAL SUPERVISION
COTTON GINNING. COTTONSEED OIL MILL
FERTILIZER PLANT
SWEET-FEED MANUFACTURING

T. W. PRATT, President
W. A. STANLEY. Manager
J. R. PRICE. Warehouseman
W. W. OSBORNE, Superintendent Fertilizer and Feed Plant

J. L. NORWOOD. Superintendent Oil Mill
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HUNTSVILLE KNITTING COMPANY. HUNTSVILLE. ALA.

WALTER M. WELLMAN
SECRETARY-TREASURER AND GENERAL MANAGER

MANUFACTURERS OF

BIRDS EYE DIAPER CLOTH.
SHEETINGS. FLANNELS
BAG GOODS
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ERWIN MANUFACTURING COMPANY

F. F. CHAMBERS. President

L. O. ERWIN. Secretary Treasurer and General Manager

MANUFACTURERS OF

MEN’S FLEECE-LINED COTTON KNIT UNDERWEAR

HUNTSVILLE HARDWOOD MANUFACTURING COMPANY
MANUFACTURERS OF

PICKER STICKS. DIMENSION STOCK OF ALL KINDS. AND
WOODEN BOX SHOOKS

W. M. WELLMAN. President
L. 0. ERWIN. Secretary-Treasurer
W. H. HOLLINSWORTH, Superintendent



Photo, Reno Studio. Huntsville
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WEST HUNTSVILLE

THE CENTER OF HUNTSVILLE’S TEXTILE OPERATIONS

PROMINENT AND PROGRESSIVE. TWO WORDS FULL OF COMPREHENSIVE MEAN-
ING. CAN BE APPLIED WITH TRUTH AND FORCE TO THE
PROGRESSIVE SUBURB OF WEST HUNTSVILLE

HE Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville recently compiled a textile survey
of the Huntsville district. This survey included West Huntsville, and one
of the outstanding features of the survey was the fact that the textile mills

of West Huntsville had never suffered a general strike, which was evidence conclusive
that the labor of the district was a happy and contented people. Such conditions
do not just happen. There is a reason.

The West Huntsville Y. M. C. A. has played a very important part in the progress,
happiness, and success of the industrial enterprises of the district. Their work has
been reflected in the homes and industries of this thriving community.

The protection and training of boys and young men is fundamental to civilization
and progress, happiness and success, and has been realized in full measure by the
faithful stewardship of the Young Men’s Christian Association.

Huntsville is the trading center of West Huntsville and other mill villages.

Huntsville’s district annual pay rolls are in excess of $3,500,000.

Huntsville’s district industries consume material per annum in excess of
$12,000,000.

Huntsville has 65 manufacturing plants in the city and its immediate suburbs.

Huntsville employs in her district industries and commercial enterprises more
than 9,900 people.

Huntsville’s trade territory embraces a population of more than 500,000 people.

Huntsville has five banks, with total resources of more than $8,000,000.

Huntsville, West Huntsville, and other suburbs have unexcelled public-school
facilities.

The Huntsville Chamber of Commerce, Incorporated, is ready and anxious, at

all times, to lend a helping hand to prospective settlers.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE PROGRESSIVE CITY
OF HUNTSVILLE, WEST HUNTSVILLE, AND THIS DISTRICT, WRITE
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC., HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA.
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The old West Huntsville Y. M. C. A. building as it looks
today. Facing 8th Avenue at Triana Boulevard, it is located
directly across Triana from the West Huntsville Baptist
Church. The Huntsville Restaurant Supply Company presently
occupies the west end of the building, while several appart-
ments appear to be located in the east end of the building.

HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE FOUNDATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:

Student $ 2.50 Business $ 50.00
Individual/Family $15.00 Patron $ 25.00-%$99.00
Organization $25.00 Benefactor $100.00 and up

Please include Name, Complete Address, Telephone Number,
Membership Category, and mail check to:

Historic Huntsville Foundation, Inc.
Membership

P. 0. Box 786

Huntsville, AL 35804
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