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R E C O N S T R U C T I O N  IN H U N T S V I L L E  

AND M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y ,  

A L A B A M A ,  1 8 8 5 - 1 8 6 9
By Sarah Etheline Bounds

The Civ il  War was a revo lut ion  in the li fe  of the 
A m e r i c a n  p e o p le .  A detai led examination of the c o n ­
ditions in a s m a l l  sect ion  of the United States fo l lowing 
the war may lead to  a greater  understanding of these 
d rast ic  changes .  M adison  County,  lying in the fert i le  
and p r o s p e r o u s  T e n n e ss e e  V a l le y  of north centra l  A l a ­
bam a ,  s e rv e s  as the m i c r o c o s m  for  the study. Madison  
County is not an ent ire ly  typ ica l  county,  but its h is to ry  
shows the f o r c e s  and organ izat ions  that w ere  act ive  
during the y e a rs  im m e d ia te ly  after the C iv i l  W a r .

Though the events of  1865 sett led the s e c e s s i o n  and 
s lavery  i s s u e s ,  new and m o r e  di f f icu lt  p r o b le m s  faced  
the people  of  the Southern States in the p o s t - w a r  y e a r s .  
Immediate  and p r a g m a t i c  an sw e rs  w e re  needed for  
dealing with the f ree d m e n ;  for  obtaining m oney  to  buy 
seeds  and supplies ;  for  paying debts and taxes ;  and for 
stimulating b u s in e s s .  Only t im e and the co o p e ra t iv e  
e f for t  of  al l  would bring solutions  to these p erp lex ing  
i s s u e s .

Although the populat ion of M adison  County in c r e a s e d  
f r o m  the y e a rs  I860 to 1870, the es t im ated  populat ion in 
1866 was be low  that of I860. T h e re  w ere  25,531 people  
in 1866 , a reduct ion  of 923 but an in c r e a s e  of 988 whites.  
This was due, in part ,  to the influx of n o r t h e r n e r s  and 
to the departure  of N e g r o e s  leaving to  test  their f r e e d o m ;
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or to  jo in  the Union a r m y .  The casualt ies  of the war for 
M ad ison  County w ere  147 k i l led ,  214 dead f r o m  s ick n ess  , 
,and twenty -e ight  d isab led .  1

While  population decl ined in other parts  of A la b a m a ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  in N e g r o e s ,  M adison  County showed an in ­
c r e a s e  in both white and N e g r o  p o p u l a t i o n  between 
I860 and 1870. In 1860, the white population was 11,686 
and the N e g r o  population was 14,768, a total of 2 6 ,4 5 4 .  
The total population in 1870 was 31,267, with the whites 
n um ber ing  15, 527 and the N e g r o e s  15,740.

The Huntsvil le  c ity governm ent ,  during and i m m e ­
diately  fo l lowing  the C iv i l  W ar ,  found it a lm o s t  i m p o s ­
s ib le  to c a r r y  out its administrat ive  functions . The needs  
of the peop le  w ere  n um erous ,  and funds w e re  lacking to 
supply even the b a s i c s  of greater  p o l i c e  p ro te c t io n ,  m o r e  
w ate r ,  and better f ire  c on tro l .

F r o m  M ay 5, 1863 to  January 15, 1867 the minutes'  
of the Huntsville city  counc i l  meet ings  w ere  written in a 
led ger  other than the o f f i c i a l b o o k , and there  is evidently  
no exis t ing r e c o r d  of these p r o c e e d in g s .  M ayor  R o b e r t  
W .  Co ltar t  and eight new a lderm en  w e re  e le c ted  in D e ­
c e m b e r ,  1866, to take o f f i ce  on January 15, 1867. With a 
ba lance  of $34 .12 ,  these o f f i c i a l s  began the task of 
br inging Huntsvi lle out of a c r u c ia l  t ime of su f fer ing  and 
hardsh ip .  The incom plete  and inaccurate  r e c o r d s  and 
f i l e s m a d e t h e  fir st busines s meeting m o s t  d i f f icu lt .  The 
expenditures  and rece ip ts  of the avai lable r e c o r d s  w e re  
not con s is ten t .  Since  prev ious  boards  did not r e q u ire  the 
r e c o r d i n g  and the auditing of a ccounts ,  s o m e  e n t r i e s ,  
c r e d i t s ,  and fo r fe i tu re s  do not appear or do not c o r ­
respond  .

Since e a r ly  1863, p ro p e r ty  dam ages  against  the c ity  
w ere  e x t e n s i v e . C la im s  of above three thousand d o l la rs  
w ere  fi led  against  the city  within a week.  The m ayo r  
and a lderm en  studied the books and found $ 8 0 8 .8 8  due 
for  taxes  in 1865, $ 6 ,9 3 0 .0 3  due for  1866, and $339 .50  
due for  c i ty  l i c e n s e s .  Ev?n  though m oney  was s c a r c e  and
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many people  w e re  dest itute,  they expected  75 per  cent  
of these back taxes  to  be paid .  S om e people  paid the back 
taxes and l i c e n se  f e e s ,  making the new balance $396 . 01 
by M a r  c h  5, 1867. But on A p r i l  12, 1867, the m ayo r  
o rd e re d  the es tab l ishm ent  of a new set of b o o k s ,  saying 
it was im p o s s ib l e  to  balance  the books  for  1866.

B e fo r e  the war the c i ty  pur chased  shares  of stock  in 
the M em phis  and C h a r le s t o n R a i l r o a d ,  and now it b e c a m e  
n e c e s s a r y  to se l l  s o m e  stock  to  pay the indebtedness  
f r o m  som e  bonds due in J u n e ,1867. M ayor  Coltart  went 
to Phi ladelphia  and sold s ixteen hundred shares  with a 
face  value of tw enty - f ive  do l lar  s . He was able ,  h o w e v e r ,  
to s e cu re  only e igh ty - f ive  cents  on the dol lar  for  the 
stock .

The financial  statement  of  July 31,1867, indicated a 
de f i c i t  of $2 ,881 .3 5  b e cau se  the counc i l  had r e c e iv e d  
# 2 4 ,7 2 8 . 7 4  and spent $ 2 7 ,6 1 0 .0 9 .  The c i ty  had asse ts  
of  $96,631 w h i c h  included r a i l r o a d  s t o c k , p e rso n a l  
p r o p e r ty ,  r ea l  e s t a t e ,  and w a te rw o rk s ;  its l iabi l i t ies  
w e re  $41,461, c o v e r in g  c ity  bonds ,  bi l ls  payable ,  c o u ­
pons and unpaid c h e c k s .  Huntsvil le ,  thus, had a l i q u i ­
dating value of $55,170.

The e x t r e m e ly  low  c ity  f in a n c e s  r equ ired  the s t r i c t ­
est e c o n o m y  in m anagem ent .  The new m a yo r  and a l d e r ­
m en displayed m uch  c o u r a g e ,  pat ience ,  and energy  in 
working with the p r o b l e m .  The people  apparently  w ere  
paying back the fees  for  l i c e n s e s ,  f in e s ,  f o r fe i tu re s  and 
taxes  when they w e re  ab le .  Y e t ,  the f inancial  ba lances  
at c o u n c i l  bus iness  m eet ings  w e re  rem ain ing  sm a l l .  A l ­
though many of the tax a s s e s s m e n t s  w e re  u n c o l l e c t e d ,  
the f inancia l  condit ion  im p ro v e d  during 1868 until the c i ty  
budget had a surplus of $ 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . ^

A s  in m o s t  other m atters  , there  was m uch  o p t im is m  
regard ing  bus iness  p r o s p e c t s  soon after the w ar .  The 
hotels  re o p e n e d ,  but w e re  plagued by f inancial  d i f f i c u l -

5



t i e s .  Cotton m erchants  hung out their signs along the 
w e s t  side  of  the courthouse  square .  H o r s e  and mule 
trading b e c a m e  an important  business  b e cau se  the a n i ­
m a ls  w e re  needed to stock  the f a r m s .  4

B y  the sum m er  of L 86 6, actual im p ro v e m e n ts  w e re  
not as great  as expected .  Construct ion  c o n s is te d  of two 
s m a l l  s to r e s  in town and of a large  warehouse  and s tore  
near the depot .  The courthouse  and many pr ivate  h o m e s  
w e r e  r e p a ir e d  and painted. The new spapers  m ade  c o n ­
stant appeals  for  the building of sm a l l  cottage - l ike house s 
fo r  m e c h a n ic s  and la b o r e r s .  B u s in e s sm e n  fe lt  peop le  
would c o m e  to  Huntsville if better r e s id e n c e s  at a fair 
rent w e re  ava i lab le .

B u s in ess  was genera l ly  s t a g n a n t . .  The only town 
p eop le  who w ere  busy w e re  the law yers  and the l o a f e r s .  
The country  peop le  w ere  busy on their f a r m s .  B u s iness  
could  not r e a l ly  be act ive  until the people  had something 
to s e l l .  The only br isk  p er iod  of trade was in the fall  
a fter  the gathering of the wheat and cotton c r o p s  and the 
peop le  w e r e  preparing  for  the winter .  At  this t im e of 
year  the country  people  c a m e  to  town on Saturdays in 
wagons  and buggies ,  making the courthouse  square  a 
popular  p lace  to  trade , to  m e e t  fr iends , and to get news .  ̂

The m erch ants  and c i t izens  protes ted  the p r e s e n c e  
of t rans ient  t rader  s and petitioned the c ity  to have them  
taxed .  They  se cu re d  the passage  of an ord inance  which 
re q u ir e d  the trave l ing  m erchant  or trader  to pay one £>er 
cent  of their  sa les  to  the c i ty .  T o  ensure  paym ent ,  .the 
c i ty  took as c o l la te r a l  two sat i s fa c t o r y  s e cu r i t i e s  , p e r ­
sonal ly  owned i tems or p ro p e r ty  deeds .  The trans ient  
d o c to r  or  phys ic ian  had to pay fi fteen dol lar  s for  a l i c e n s e  
or ten d o l la rs  each day without a l i c e n s e .  The m e r ­
chants a l s o  obtained a prohib it ion against the open sale  of 
bacon on the courthouse  square ,  s ince  the p r i c e  was far 
be low  that charged  by the regular  m e rch a n ts .  ^

Since v e r y  little m oney  was in c i r c u l a t i o n , the t r a n s ­
action of banking and all  other business  was d i f f icult .
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The N orthern  Bank of A la bam a  was in l iquidation.  The 
National  Bank of Huntsvil le  , ch a r te r e d  by the state leg is  - 
lature in July,  1865, had m o r e  than th re e - f o u r th s  of its 
capital  stock of $100,000 furnished by m oney  f r o m  New 
Y o r k .   ̂ R ison  Banking, a pr ivate  c o n c e r n  with a capital  
stock of $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 ,  made its appearance  in M a r c h ,  1866. 
Its o rga n ize rs  s w e r e  W .  R .  R i s o n ,  who was p r e v io u s ly  
in the m e rca n t i le  bus iness  in A b e r d e e n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and 
Captain Samuel  W.  F o r d y c e ,  a F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r  stationed 
in Huntsville during the w a r . 8

The fir st A la bam a  branch of the F r e e d m e n ' s  Savings 
Bank opened in Huntsvil le  in D e c e m b e r ,  1865. These  
banks, serv ing  only N e g r o e s ,  w e re  not a p a r t  of ,  but 
w ere  usually  a l l ied  with, the F r e e d m e n 1 s Bureau.  Bureau 
agents w e re  often in charge  of the bank br a n c h e s .  9 In 
1868, the Huntsvil le  branch had $ 5 , 0 9 7 .9 7  in deposits  
and $38 .02  in in terest  on l o n g - t e r m  depos i ts .10  In only 
five months .d e p o s i t s  in c r e a s e d  to  $17, 603 . 29.  By  M a r c h  
31, 1870, f ive  hundred d e p o s i t o r  s had a total of $89, 
4 4 5 . 1 0 . As  indicated  by these f i g u r e s ,  deposits  in ­
c r e a s e d  rapid ly  and the bank continued to p r o s p e r  for  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The Huntsvi l le  and M ob i le  branches  of 
the F r e e d m e n ' s  Savings Bank w ere  the la r g e s t  and m o s t  
prominent  in the state.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  only those 
N e g r o e s  in and around these c i t ies  b e c a m e  d e p o s i t o r s .  
Those  in m o r e  r e m o te  sect ions  of the country  l ived in 
ignorance  of the bank.

Another aid t o t h e N e g r o e s  w e r e  the r a t i o n s p r o v id e ’d 
by the F r e e d m e n ' s  Bureau under the s u p e r v i s i o n  o£ 
C o lo n e l  John B .  C a l l i s ,  Superintendent of the Bureau in 
North A la b a m a .  Th ese  rations usual ly  c o n s is te d  of white 
c o r n  and bacon .  The n ew sp ap ers  m o s t  often read  by the 
N e g r o e s  c a r r i e d  i tems on the issuing  of the ra t ions .

Rations f r o m  the governm ent  w e r e  to end in the fal l  
of  1867, except  for  hosp i ta ls ,  orphan h o m e s ,  and v e r y  
e x t r e m e  c a s e  s . -*-2 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Huntsville continued 
to obtain rat ions  and a soup house opened in F e b r u a r y

7



1868. The t im e and the p lace  of the es tab l ishm ent  of 
this soup house  and others over  the state,  s e e m  to in d i ­
cate  they had a po l i t i ca l  ob ject ive  of inf luencing the N e g r o  
v o te .  Anyone could r e c e iv e  soup and bread  by m e r e l y  
appear ing  at the b a rra ck s  near the depot .  After  a short  
operat ion  of s e v e r a l  m o n t h s ,  the soup house was d i s ­
continued.

T o  a s s i s t  the ever  increas ing  number and demands  
of both N e g r o  and white dest itutes  , the c ity  and county 
es tab l ished  an A lm s  House and HospitaL in D e c e m b e r ,  
1866 .14 It was located  on the f a r m  of R obert  C . Br  i c k e l l ,  
south of Huntsvil le  , and was under the sup erv is ion  of D r .  
H enry  W.  B a s s e t t . 15

The s m a l l ,  insuffic ient  c r o p s  of 1865 w e re  am ong the 
f a c to r s  creat ing  a m o r e  destitute condit ion.  A  lack  of 
f a r m  l a b o r e r s  resu lted  in s c a r c e l y  any cotton being 
p lanted.  This  fa i lure  made it im p o ss ib le  for  thousands, 
of  r e s id e n ts  to grow  c r o p s  the fo l lowing year  without 
a s s i s t a n c e . !^  jn addition to all  the m a n -m a d e  t roub les  
of the f a r m e r  , such as ci lack  of im plem ents  and labor  , 
nature a l s o  w orked  against h im  in unfavorable  w eather ,  
rotten s e e d s ,  and in s e c ts .  The new spapers  d e s c r i b e d  
1866 as " the w ettest winter and spring and the hottestand  
d r i e s t  s u m m e r  and the w o rs t  year for  farm in g  we have 
had in North  A labam a for  a great  while.  " I ?  Despite  these  
d i f f i cu l i t ie s  the est imated cotton c r o p  for  the ye a r  was 
5 ,0 0 0  b a le s ,  but this was not half  an average  c r o p .  At 
this t im e ,  the winter of  1866-67,  cotton was se l l ing  at 
tw en ty - four  cents  per  pound, the highest p r i c e  during 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .

B y  the end of 1867, the advice  to the f a r m e r s  was not 
to  depend heav i ly  on cotton .  Cotton p r i c e s  w ere  low and 
continued to drop  to about ten cen ts .  Wheat was the a d ­
v isab le  c r o p  to  plant because  it brought  a good p r i c e  and 
could  be used  to support the needs of the p eop le .  The 
suggested  p ro po r t io n  of food c r o p s  to cotton c r o p s  was 
t h r e e - f o u r th s  to o n e - f o u r t h .  18 The ob jec t ive  w a s  to 
s tr ive  for  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  and then to se l l  the rem ain ing
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South side of C ourthouse  Square in 1867. 
Ja m e s  R e c o r d  P ic tu r e  C o l le c t i o n ,  
Huntsvil le  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y



c r o p s  fo r  m o n e y  and n e c e s s a r y  goods  not obtainable b y  
individual e f f o r t s .

M o r tg a ge  sales  on the courthouse  square o c c u r r e d  by 
the hundreds .  There  was a genera l  exodus of peop le  t o ­
ward the w e ste rn  states for  s e v e r a l  ye a rs  after  1869.19 
B e f o r e  hard t im es  struck ,  h o w e ve r ,  land deeds  w e re  
s e c u r e d  quick ly  by the a.ctual se tt lers  under the H o m e ­
stead L a w  of 1862. P e o p le  f r o m  M a d  i s  o n  and other 
counties  c r o w d e d  daily into the United States Land O f f i c e  
in H untsv i l le . They wanted to save their land r e g i s t e r e d  
under the s e c e s s i o n  state g o v e r n m e n t .  The O f f i c e  
entered  545 fa r m s  or over  4,  000 a c r e s  in A p r i l  and May 
of 1867. Captain E.  C.  Hatton, the R e g i s t e r ,  stated that 
by M ay,  1867, only one entry had been by a Negr  o,  a woman 
f r o m  M organ  County.  20

The lack  of transportat ion  fa c i l i t ies  was a s e r io u s  
h indrance  to  the rebuilding of A labam a.  For tu n a te ly ,1 
M ad ison  County had the advantage of the M em ph is  and 
C h a r le s to n  R a i 1 r o a d that extended a c r o s s  the ent ire  
nor thern  part  of the state.  At the ra i l r oad  s to ck h o ld e rs  
m eet ing  in Huntsville  on August  29, 1866, the statement 
of the total l o s s  due to the war was $1,195 ,000.  A second  
m o r tg a g e  of one m i l l ion  do l lars  was made for  the i m ­
p r o v e m e n t  of the ra i lroad  and f o r a  line f r o m N o r t h  A l a ­
bam a to  Atlanta. Since the value of the road  and e q u ip ­
m ent  was $9 ,549,115 and the total l iabi l i t ies  w e r e  only 
$4, 348, 304 , the ra i lroad  hoped to pay a d ividend in the 
fall  of  1867 and e ve ry  six months thereafter  . C on s id er in g  
the gen era l  e c o n o m ic  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of  North A la b a m a ,  
the f inancia l  condit ion  of the com pany  s e e m e d  e x c e l ­
lent .  Instead of paying the p r o m is e d  d iv idend,  h o w ­
ever  , the stock  c o n t i n u a l l y  dropped in value until  it 
reached  only f o r t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  of its face  value in Jan ­
uary  1869. The p r o je c te d  connect ion  to Atlanta did not 
m a te r ia l i z e  e i ther .  22

Another  m eans  of transportat ion  was the T e n n e ss e e  
R i v e r .  Wagons hauled goods  to and f r o m  the r iv e r  by the
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Whitesburg P ik e .  Stage c o a c h  lines ran between Hunts­
v i l le  and the r iv e r  and the sm a l le r  c o m m u n it ie s ,  but on 
an i r re gu la r  s c h e d u l e . ^3

A  profound in f luence in Huntsvil le  during and after 
the war was the a lm o s t  constant p r e s e n c e  of F e d e r a l  
f o r c e s  in the c i ty  after A p r i l  11, 1862, when G enera l  O.  
M .  M itche l l  captured the c i ty .  Shortly  after the war 
ended, the twelve counties  of North A la bam a  w ere  w ith ­
drawn f r o m  the ju r i s d i c t i o n  of the ass is tant  c o m m i s ­
sioner  for  T e n n e s s e e ,  G enera l  Clinton B .  F i s k e ,  to b e ­
c o m e  the sixth d iv is ion  in A la bam a  under the com m and  
of G enera l  W ald im ir  " K r i z "  K ry zy a n o w s k i .  24

The United State s g o v e r n m e n t  built bar racks  , a 
q u a rterm aster  o f f i c e ,  and a c o m m i s s a r y  s to re  at the 
ra i l road  depot in 1866. Until the c om ple t ion  of the b a r ­
r a c k s ,  the hom es  of Huntsvi l le  c i t i zens  serv ed  as q u a r ­
t e rs  for  the t r o o p s ,  with the C a l h o u n  house and the 
building on the c o r n e r  of  the square  and Eust is  Street  as 
the o f f i ce  of  the q u a r t e r m a s te r .

The o f f i c e r s  and s o ld ie r s  stationed in Huntsvil le  after 
the war w ere  of  the 33rd R e g im e n t  of the United States 

•Infantry. After  the N e g r o  t roops  le f t ,  fee l ings  between 
the c i t izens  and the t roops  i m p r o v e d . C it izen  and so ld ier  
baseba l l  team s often played near the depot .  The so ld ie rs  
showed an intere  st in com m u nity  a f fa i r s ,  by contributing 
to the Cathol ic  building fund, by helping to put out f i r e s  
on num erous  o c c a s i o n s ,  and by having the m i l i ta ry  band 
play for  fancy ba l l s .

In 1868, G enera l  T h om a s  H. R u g e r ,  the f o r m e r  M i l i ­
tary  G o ve rn o r  of G e o r g i a ,  took co m m a n d  of A la b a m a ,  
with headquarter  s in H untsv i l le . The Huntsvil le  A d v o ca te  
d e s c r ib e d  Ruger  as an o f f i c e r  of  c h a r a c te r  ,a b i l i t y , and 
fa i r n e s s ,  with an a c c u r a t e  knowledge of the p o l i t i ca l  
status of the state and of its ind ividuals .  When two c o m ­
panies  of t r o o p s  a r r iv e d  in S ep tem ber  1868, there  was 
a total of eight c o m pa n ie s  or about f ive  hundred m en  in 
Huntsvi l le .  M o s t  of the t roops  cam p ed  on the W hitesburg

11



P i k e ,  while G en era l  R u g e r  maintained his headquarters  
in the Calhoun h o u s e .  25

Unfortunately ,  la w le ssn e ss  was a c o m m o n  o c c u r ­
re n ce  during and im m edia te ly  after the w ar .  The F e d -  
e r a l s h e l d  Madis  on C ounty for  a lm os t  three y e a r s  of  the 
w ar ,  e x c e p t  for  two short  intervals  when the F e d e r a l  
f o r c e s  w e re  flanked and f o r c e d  to r e t i re  . Since  the F e d ­
e r a l  occupat ion  ent ire ly  d es troyed  the c iv i l  gov ernm ent  
of the town, anarchy genera l ly  re igned  in the a bse n ce  of 
m i l i ta r y  co n t r o l .

The re laxation  of m i l i tary  d isc ip l ine  after the war 
r e s u l t e d  in a d e ter iora t ion  of law and o r d e r .  Many 
Huntsvil le  c i t izens  suffered  r o b b e r y ,  m urd er  , and a r s o n  
f r o m  the s o ld ie r s  and other c iv i l ian s .  The l o c a l  t ra f f i c  
in whisky was e n o r m o u s .  Drunken s o l d i e r s ,  who f r e ­
quently b e c a m e  v io lent ,  c row d ed  the s t r e e t s .  L a d ie s  of 
e asy  vir tue w e re  a lso  p r e s e n t .  26

E f fo r ts  to c o r r e c t t h e s e  ev i ls  included a r r e s t in g  lewd 
w om en ,  f ining them  as much as t w e n t y  d o l la rs  and 
m ov ing  them  outside the c ity l im i t s .  Captain R o b e r t  
H a r r i s o n ,  c o m m a n d e r  of  the Huntsville p ost ,  requested  
an ord inance  prohibit ing the sell ing or-giving o f ' l i q u o r s  
to  enl is ted  m e n .  Such an o r d i n a n c e pas s e d , being 
amended  to  include m in o rs  and provid ing  a penalty of 
tw en ty - f ive  d o l la rs  for  each o f f e n s e .  27

In v ie w  of the prevai l ing  d i s r e s p e c t  for  the law,  P r o ­
v i s io n a l  G overn or  L e w is  E. P a r s o n  r e c e iv e d  a u th o r i ­
zat ion to  c a l l  out the mil ita  in each county if  n e c e s s a r y .  
In addit ion, the m a y o r s  of  H u n t s v i l l e ,  Athens ,  and 
F l o r e n c e h a d  s pec ia l  p o l i c e  power  to  suppress  v i o l e n c e .  
B e c a u s e  the law less  e lem ent  was e s p e c ia l l y  s trong in 
M adison  County,  the Huntsville m ayor  apparently  was in 
the g re a te s t  need of this p o w e r .  28

Huntsvil le  was one of only three c i t ies  in A labam a to 
have F r e e d m e n ' s  courts  for  f re e d m e n  to  s e cu re  a fair 
and unpre jud iced  t r ia l .  The state courts  actually  b e c a m e  
the F r e e d m e n ' s  courts  ear ly  in 1866 . 29 A  m i l i ta ry  c o m  -
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m is s io n  at Huntsville r en d ered  d e c i s io n s  in quest ions  of 
p ro p e r ty  t i t le .  30

While the county e x p e r i e n c e d  l im ited  e c o n o m ic  
growth,  the courts  had m o r e  bus iness  than e v e r .  Both 
c iv i l  and c r im in a l  c a s e s  c r o w d e d  the co u r t  d ock ets .  The 
c i r c u i t  court  inSeptem ber  , 1866 had over  seven hundred 
new suits .  31 But despite  the num ber  of the lega l  t r a n s ­
ac t ions ,  the newspaper  s gave detai led a cc  ounts on them.

During the post  C iv i l  War p e r i o d ,  Huntsvil le  had 
three newspaper  s , a R a d ica l  paper  supported  by the F e d ­
e r a l  governm ent  and two D e m o c r a t i c  p a p e r s .  The R a d ­
i ca l ,  or Repub l ican ,  paper was the Huntsvil le  A d voca te  , 
known as the Southern A d v oca te  b e f o r e  the w ar .  This  
paper was a s e m i - w e e k l y ,  publ ished e v e r y  Tuesday  and 
F r id a y ,  with y e a r ly  subscr ip t ions  at four d o l la r s .  The 
ftdvocate was entitled " T h e .O f f i c i a l  Journal  of theUnited 
States G overnm ent  for  the N orthern  D is t r i c t  of A l a ­
b a m a , "  serv ing  the c o u n t i e s  of M ad ison ,  M a rsh a l l ,  
Jackson ,  DeKalb ,  B lo u n t ,  M ar io n ,  W a lk e r ,  Fayette  and 
entire ly  supported  by Repub l ican  cam paign  funds and by 
appr opriations  f r o m  the governm ent  for  printing the laws 
p assed  by the United States C o n g r e s s .  A l l  bankruptcy,  
jud ic ia l ,  and lega l  no t i ces  for  the above counties  a p ­
p eared  in the A d v o c a t e . 32

W i l l i a m B ib b  F ig u r e s  was the editor  of the A dvoca te  
b e fo re  the war and until  his death in 1872. F ig u r e s  was 
quite act ive  in l o c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  serv ing  as m a y o r  of  Hunts­
v i l le  b e f o r e  the war and for  two t e r m s  after the w a r ,  
cha irm an  of the Fifth D is t r i c t  Execut ive  C o m m it te e  of 
the Union Repub l ican  P a r t y ,  ju s t i ce  of the p e a c e ,  and 
r e g is t ra r  in c h a n c e r y .  Of the old Whig s ch o o l ,  . he 
approved  of the p r o v i s i o n a l  gov ern m en t  during the f i r s t  
t e r m  of P r e s id e n t  Grant .  F ig u r e s  had the reputation of 
being a com petent  ed i to r ,  who re p o r te d  e v e r y  happening 
c a re fu l ly  and acc u r a te ly .

One of the D e m o c r a t i c  p a p e r  s was the Huntsvil le  
W eek ly  D e m o c r a t , p r e v io u s ly  entitled the Dai ly  Hunts - 
v i l le  C o n fe d e r a t e . Its editor  was John W ithers  C lay ,

13



son of f o r m e r  G o ve rn o r  Clement  C o m e r  C l a y a n d t h e  
brother  of f o r m e r  United States Senator C lem ent  C l a i ­
borne  C lay .  F o r c e d  to publ ish in s e c r e t  during the w ar ,  
the D e m o c r a t  c a m e  out of h i d i n g  after the war and 
changed f r o m  a dai ly  to a weekly  paper .  3 3

Edited by J . J .  Dew and John W. Young,  the H unts - 
v i l le  Independent was a weekly paper establ ished  in 1855. 
The R a d ic a ls ,  its power fu l  opponents,  said its ed i tors  
w e re  p oor  and unskilled cind com pla ined  about the Inde ­
pendent being an inadequate and in fer ior  p ap er .  34

B e c a u se  of the intense pol i t i ca l  hatred between R a d ­
i c a l  and D e m o c r a t i c  paper  s , har sh and insulting r ema-rks 
appeared  in the new spapers  about the other p ap ers  and 
their e d i t o r s .  Some of the leading enem ies  of the A d ­
v o c a te  w e r e  the Huntsville  Independent, the M o n tg o m e r y  
M a i l . and the Moulton A d v e r t i s e r  . The M o n tg o m e ry  Mail  
r e f e r r e d  to  the A dvoca te  as "the Black  Republ ican  organ
of H u n t s v i l l e - - a  bogus  Union paper  . "35 Qn one o c c a s i o n
F ig u r e s  sought revenge by advocating the e r e c t io n  of a 
statue of John Withers  Clay fleeing f r o m  Huntsvil le  as 
the 4th Ohio  C a lvary  ca m e  into the c ity  in 1862. C lay  
should be mounted on Jack E s s l i n g e r ' s  m u le ,  said 
F i g u r e s ,  and c a r r y  a black flag in one hand and a white
flag in the o ther .  36

The new spaper  s usual ly con s is ted  of four p a g e s .  The 
secon d  page contained the editor ial  and the third page was 
m o s t ly  notes  or co m m e n ts  on l o ca l  b u s in e ss ,  fa rm in g  or 
s o c i e t y .  The publication of the laws of the United State s , 
bankrupt not ices  , ass ignee  sales , and other lega l  no t i ces  
w e re  on the last  page or the third page .  The re m ain d e r  
of the paper cons is ted  of reprints  f r o m  other n e w s ­
paper s , letter  s , poem s  , advert isem ents  , and no t i ces  of  
educational  institutions.

P r iv a te  s ch oo ls  for  white boys and gir ls  and the 
Huntsville F e m a le  C o l leg e  reopened  in the fall  of 1865. 
The buildings of Green A c a d e m y ,  d e s troyed  during the 

'w a r ,  w ere  not r e s t o r e d  and the s ch oo l  was c l o s e d  p e r ­
manently .
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F ir s t  National Bank in 1870. Theophilus  C lay ,  C a sh ie r ,  is standing 
on the bank steps ,  his fam ily  c a r r i a g e  and d r iv e r  in the f o r e g r o u n d .

James R e c o r d  P ic tu re  C o l le c t i o n ,  Huntsvi l le  Pu b l i c  L i b r a r y



A m o n g  the private  s ch oo ls  which reopened  for  day 
and board ing  students was the Huntsvi lle F e m a le  S e m ­
inary ,  with the P r e s b y t e r ia n  m in is te r ,  R e v e re n d  H. R .  
Smith,  as pr in c ipa l .  Half of the tuition for  the f ive  month 
t e r m  was paid in advance .  Board  with tuition was $130 
with ten to thirty do l lars  m o r e  for  additional c o u r s e s  in 
ancient  or m o d e r n  languages,  drawing ,  paint ing, or 
m u s i c .

The Huntsville H igh S ch o o l .o r  Male High S c h o o l , a l s o  
had two t e r m s  of f ive  months each.  The tuition, due in 
advance  , va r ied  f r o m  twenty to f o r t y - f i v e  dol lar  s a t e r m ,  
depending on the c l a s s .  Board  with pr ivate  fa m i l i e s  in 
Huntsvil le  was a hundred dollar  s per t e r m .  W.  A .  S lay -  
m a k e r  , the pr in c ipa l ,  said the s ch o o l  was in fe r io r  to  none 
in the South and was entire ly  f r e e  f r o m  any sectar ian  
b ias .

The Huntsville  F e m a le  C o l leg e  had s im i la r  t e r m s  
and tuition as the Huntsvil le  F e m a le  Sem inary  and the 
Huntsvil le  High Schoo l .  Although board  and tuition w ere  
due in ad va nce ,  supplies  w ere  taken for  p aym ents .  R e v ­
erend  J.  G.  W i lson ,  the p res ident ,  stated thatthe s ch o o l  
o f fe re d  c o u r s e s  i n m u s i c ,  oil painting , G e rm an ,  F r e n c h ,  
E n g l ish ,  and other usefu l  and ornamental  branches  of 
f e m a le  education.

Other  s ch o o ls  included the M athem atica l  and C l a s s i -  
c a l S c h o o l  d i re c te d  by D r .  C .  G. Smith; a second  s ch o o l  
which m e t  in the rear  of the Baptist Church  and applied 
the fourteen  do l lar  s tuition toward the c o m ple t ion  of the 
c h u rch  building; and a n o t h e r  s ch oo l  at the Cathol ic  
C hurch  which taught Engl ish ,  piano,  and guitar to boys  
and g i r l s .  M a jo r  Genera l  O .  O .  H oward ,  ch ie f  of the 
Bureau for  F r e e d m e n  and Refugees  , announced a r r a n g e ­
ments  for  an e lem entary  and an advanced educat ion at 
a s ch oo l  on Look out  Mountain, T e n n e ss e e .  The p r o ­
g r a m ,  unfortunately ,  was available only to white boys  
and g ir l s  who w ere  the ch i ldren  of Union s o l d i e r s .  37

Many p arents ,  m o s t ly  f a r m e r s  and tenants,  w ere  
unable to send their ch i ldren  to s ch o o l  because  of the
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high tuition. Although s o m e  parents  tr ied  to  teach their 
ch i ldren  at hom e when they had t im e f r o m  their work ,  
many ch i ldren  of educated  parents  g re w  up in ignorance .

B e fo r e  the war ended only three or four N e g r o  s choo ls  
w ere  establ ished in A la bam a .  One of these  was inHunts-  
v i l le  on Townsend Street  and another was at the N e g r o  
co lony  on the plantation of f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  Reuben 
Chapman, a few m i le s  north of Huntsv i l le .  Northern  
s oc ie t i e s  sent t e ach e rs  and m i s s i o n a r i e s  to  the South as 
the F e d e r a l  o c c u p a t i o n  continued.  The P it tsburgh  
F r e e d m e n ' s  Aid  S oc ie ty  s u p p o r t e d  e leven  schoo ls  in 
Huntsvil le ,  A thens ,  and Stevenson by the end of 1865. 
While the so c ie ty  prov id ed  the teacher  s and the suppl ies ,  
the F r e e d m e n ' s  Bureau aided these s ch o o ls  by furnishing 
the buildings , the r e n t , and the repa ir  s . Under the ter m s  
of the or ig ina l  F r e e d m e n  Bureau A c t ,  m oney  to equip 
these sch oo ls  c a m e  f r o m  northern  donations  and f r o m  
the se izure  and sale  of cotton in the a r e a  of the s ch o o l .  
A fter  the passage  of the Bureau  A c t  of  J u l y , 1866, the sale  
of Confederate  p r o p e r ty  b e c a m e  another s o u r ce  of s u p ­
port .  ^9 it was rep orted  that f ive  hundred Negr  o ch i ldren  
attended var ious  Huntsville s ch o o ls  in D e c e m b e r  , 1866. 
The total av era ge  attendance per  day fo r  the p receed in g  
month, h o w e v e r ,  was only three hundred.

A t f i r s t  on ly N o rth e rn  white t e a c h e r s  w e re  em ployed  
in H untsv i l le 's  s c h o o l s .  Since the Southern whites r e ­
fused to o f fer  them  board ,  these t e ach e rs  usual ly  stayed 
with N e g r o  fam i l ie s  . Soon quali fied N e g r o  teacher  s w e re  
s e c u r e d .  In late 1866, there  w e re  f ive  white t e a c h e r s  
f r o m  the North and three N e g r o  ass is tants  f r o m  H unts ­
v i l l e ,  T h om a s  T o w n s e n d , C h ar les  H e n le y , and S. L .  
C a r t e r .

F o r  re l ig ious  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  the N e g r o e s  attended 
churches  with the whites im m e d ia te ly  after the w ar ,  and 
white p as tors  and t e a c h e r s  ch osen  by the N e g r o e s  
attended to  t h e i r  re l ig ious  w e l fa r e  and education .  ^2 
N e v e r th e le s s  , the w ork of the N orthern  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and 
po l i t i ca l  l ead ers  soon caused  the separat ion  of the r a c e s  .
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The whites feared  the m a jor i ty  of N e g r o e s  would take 
advantage of the d e m o c r a t i c  church  governm ent  and c o n ­
t r o l  the adm inis trat ion  of the churches  under the d i r e c ­
tion of the N o r t h e r n e r s .  E n cou ragem ent  and a s s i s ta n c e  
was t h e r e f o r e  given to the N e g r o e s  to f o r m  separate  c o n ­
gregat ions  .

One of the Northern  m is s i o n a r ie s  who c re a te d  ill  
f ee l ing  between the r ace  s was R everend  A .  S. L a k i n f r o m  
Indiana. He was sent to Huntsville in 1866 to o rgan ize  the 
N orthern  M ethodist  Church .  Lakin tr ied  to  c r u sh  the 
N e g r o  attempts  to  f o r m  their own c h u r c h e s ,  and he took 
over  Southern Methodist  church  buildings for  his group .  
Even his own congregat ion  f inal ly  com pla ined  , charg ing  
they paid for  their own lot and church  but the deed was in 
L a k in ' s  n a m e . 4  ̂ He was so  un iversa l ly  hated that an 
at tempted assa ss ina t ion  was made on h im  and his fam i ly  
in 1868. 44

F e d e r a l  f o r c e s  occupied  many of the ch u rch e s  of 
Huntsvil le  during the w ar .  Frequent ly ,  f i r e s  made in 
C h urch  basem ents  for  the so ld ier  s to  c ook  their food  w ere  
c a r e l e s s l y  tended. Only two days after a p r o te s t  to the 
m i l i ta r y  authorit ies  about f i r e  h azards ,  the M ethod ist  
C h urch  was co m p le te ly  d estroyed  by f i r e . 4  ̂ The r e - ,  
bui lding of the Church  was typ ica l  of s e v e r a l  c o n g r e ­
gations during the p o s t -w a r  days .

Although the Methodists  had no definite p lace  to w o r ­
ship,  the R e v e re n d  A .  L .  P .  G reen  cam e  f r o m  Nashvi l le  
in J u l y , 1866 , to a s s i s t  in a s e r ie s  of m eet ings .  With the 
use  of  P r e s b y t e r i a n  buildings , the Methodists  w e re  hosts  
to 175 m in i s te r s  attending the T en nessee  C o n fe r e n c e  in 
the fa l l  of  1866.

Im m ed ia te ly  fo l lowing these rev iva l  s e r v i c e s ,  the 
m e m b e r s  began act ive  planning to e r e c t  their church  
within a y e a r .  Ra is ing  the n e c e s s a r y  m oney  requ ired  
many and v a r ie d  a p p r o a c h e s .  The building fund r e c e iv e d  
the p r o c e e d s  of the Grove  Spring Tournam ent ,  the annual 
su m m e r  s o c ia l  event in Huntsvil le .  The p a s to r ,  R e v e r ­
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end T h om a s  L . M ood y ,  so l i c i t ed  funds in the surrounding 
states and obtained $ 4 ,5 0 0 .  Within two weeks after his 
return ,  rubbish was c leaned  f r o m  the church  lot  on R a n ­
dolph Street  and cons truct ion  began on July 15, 1867. 
Church s e r v i c e s ,  as wel l  as Sunday Schoo l  and s o c ia l  
events ,  w e re  held in the basem ent  of  the church  for  
s e v e r a l  year  s while the sanctuary was being built .  During 
these ye a rs  the w om en  of the c h u r c h  in c r e a s e d  the 
building fund by giving su p p e rs ,  f a i r s ,  and tableaux.  46

A l l  the c h u r c h e s ,  of c o u r s e ,  p rov id ed  many s o c ia l  
act iv it ies  for  the peop le  such as p i c n i c s ,  i ce  c r e a m  
p a r t ie s ,  supper s , and fa ir  s . M o s t  of  these  events r a ised  
m oney  to  pay church  debts or to build and repa ir  the 
buildings.  During the su m m e r  months b a r b e c u e s ,  p i c ­
n i c s ,  and fish  f r i e s  w e re  held on the banks of the T e n n ­
e s se e  R iver  and at many spr ings  near Huntsvi l le .  T h ese  
events w ere  often a 11 e n d e d by both r a c e s ,  with the 
N e g r o e s  usually  in large  n u m b e r s .  Good feel ing and 
or d e r  p r e v a i le d .

Huntsville had two a n n u a l  f e s t iv a l s .  The F lo w e r  
Queen F e s t i v a l , enacted by the ch i ldren  under the d i r e c ­
tion of their p a re n ts ,  wa3 held in the spr ing .  The s u m ­
m e r  event.  the Huntsville  T ournam ent  A s s o c ia t i o n  or the 
G rove  Spring T ou rn am ent ,  was a c o l o r fu l  tw o -d ay  c e l e ­
brat ion at the amphitheatre  on Monte Sano Mountain. 
The pageant involved  knights f r o m  the county who c o m ­
peted for  the honor  of se lect ing  the Queen of L o v e  and 
Beauty and her c o u r t .  The p r o c e e d s  w e n t to  som e  c h a r i ­
table  pr o j e c t , such as the building fund of the .Methodist 
Church .  The annual c i r c u s  was another event that the 
ch i ldren  anxiously  awaited.

The Huntsvi l le  Hotel  was the s ce n e  of F a n c y  D r e s s  
S o i r e e s  or b a l l s .  Only the s o c ia l l y  elite attended, but 
the r e c e ip t s  had a char i tab le  p u r p o s e ,  such as ra is ing  

. m o n e y f o r  the M a s o n 's  W idow and Orphan Fund of M a d ­
i s o n .  Either  the Band of the 33rd Infantry or the Spring 
City B r a s s  Band prov id ed  the m u s i c  fo r  such a f fa i r s .  ..
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The two bands a lso  gave c o n c e r t s ,  and the pupils of 
va r io u s  t e a c h e r s  p e r f o r m e d  in r e c i ta l s .  The students 
w e r e  f r o m  m u s ic  teacher  P r o f e s s o r  Habick ,  dancing in ­
s tru c tor  P r o f e s s o r  M cDona ld ,  or the Huntsvil le  F e m a l e  
S e m in a r y .  The O pera  House o f fered  entertainment by 
t rave l ing  theatr ica l  troupes  and the Huntsvi l le  T h e s ­
p ians .  L o c a l  p lays  w e re  apparently  wel l  l iked ,  with the 
group giving s e v e r a l  repeat  p e r f o r m a n c e s  . 4 7

Desp ite  the g l o o m  and despondency  a s s o c ia t e d  with 
m uch  of R e c o n s t r u c t io n ,  there was co n s id e r a b le  act iv ity  
which brought  en joym ent  to the l o c a l  c i t i z e n r y  during the 
p e r i o d  of 1865-69.  The new status of  Negr  oes  , a long with 
other  s o c ia l  and e c o n o m ic  changes ,  of c o u r s e ,  a f fected  
the c u s t o m s ,  m a n n e r s ,  react ions  industr ies  a g r i ­

c u l t u r e ,  and p o p  u 1 a t i o n of  the a re a .  But along with 
change c a m e  new opportunities for  c i t i ze as  to part ic ipate  
in and contr ibute  to t h e p r o g r e s s  of  their c o m m u n ity .  In 
t im e ,  r e c o v e r y  was e f f e c t e d  and Huntsvil le  returned  
again to its f o r m e r  posit ion as a leader  in the d e v e l o p ­
m ent  of  A labam a and, indeed, the South.

^Huntsville A d vocate , October 6 ,  1866.

^W illis  Brew er , A labam a: Her History , Resources , War Record  
and Public Men from  1540 to 1872 (M ontgom ery, Alabam a: Barrett  
and Brow n, 1872), 3 4 6 -3 4 7 .

^Minutes of the City of Huntsville , A la b a m a , Council Meetings , 
Minute Book D, 16, 47 , 71, 109-110, 132-133, 162, 199, 228 , 257,  
and 399 . Hereafter cited as Minute Book D.

^Huntsville T i m e s , September 1-17, 1955. Sesquicentennial 
Is s u e .
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^Huntsville A d vocate , July 31, 1866; August 1, 1866; December  
5, 1866; April 2 , 1867; May 3, 1867; June 2 , 1868.

^Minute Book D , 275 , 431, and 4 33 .

"^Huntsville T i m e s , September 11-17, 1955. Sesquicentennial 
Is su e .

o
M em orial R ecord of A lab a m a : A  Concise Account of the State' s 

P o lit ic a l , M il ita ry , Pr ofes sional and Industrial Pr oce ss , Together  
with the Per s onal M emoir s of Many of Its Pe ople (2 v o ls . : Mad is on, 
W isconsin: 1893), 4 70 .

^Walter L . F lem ing , C ivil War and R ec struction in Alabama  
(New York: Columbia University P r e s s  1905), 4 5 1 -4 5 2 . Hereafter  
cited as F lem in g, C ivil W a r .

^ H u ntsville  A d v o cate , March 31, 1868.

^ F le m in g , Civil War . 4 5 3 -4 5 4 .

^ H u n tsvil le  A d vocate , December 1, 1866; August 2, 1867.

^ E liz a b e th  Bethal, "T h e  F ree d m e n 's  Bureau in A l a b a m a ,"  
J ournal of Southern H is to r y , 14 (F ebru ary , 1948), 80. Hereafter  
cited as Bethal, "F r e e d m e n 's  B u r e a u , "  JSH.

^ Minute Book D , 192.

l^Huntsville A d v o cate , Decem ber 5, 1866.

^ A l b e r t  B .  M o ore , History of Alabam a (University, Alabam a:

^H u n tsvil le  A d v o cate , August 15, 1866.

^ I b i d . , January 25 , 1867; February 18, 1868.

^ F le m i n g ,  Civil War ■ 579.

^ H u n tsv i l le  A d vocate , June 4 , 1867; May 17, 1867.

ZlM oore, History of A la b a m a , 458; Huntsville A d v o cate■ S ep ­
tem ber 1, 1866.
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^ Minute Book D, 398.

23Huntsville T i m e s , September 11-17, 1955. Sesquicentennial  
Is s u e .

24 F lem in g, Civil War , 426 and 267.

25Huntsville Advocate . August 8, 1866; Novem ber 2 6 , 1867;

^ F l e m i n g ,  Civil War , 263.

27Huntsville Advocate , April 5, 1867; Minute Book D, 220..
D , 220.

^ F l e m i n g , Civil War , 3 6 6 -3 6 7  and 266.

^ B e t h a l ,  "F re e d m a n 's  B u r e a u , "  JSH, 53.

30F lem in g , Civil W a r , 416.

^ H u n tsvil le  Ad vocate , September 8, 1866.

■^Flem ing, Civil War , 534

33Thom as M cAdory Owen, History of Alabam a and Dictionary  
of A labam a Biography (4 v o l s . ;  Chicago: S.. J.. Clarke Publishing  
Com pany, 1921), 575 and 343.

34U . S . ,  Congress , Senate, Committee on the Insurrectionary  
States, Ku KIuk Investigation in Alabam a, 42d Cong. , 2d S e s s .  , 
1871-1872, 83.6-837.

3 ^Huntsville Advocate, January 25 , 1867.--------

3^Ibid. , M arch 8, 1867; May 21, 1867.

3^Ibid. , July 31, 1868; August 13, 1867; September 1, 1866; S e p ­
tember 11, 1868; November 22 , 1867.

^ F l e m i n g ,  Civil War . 579.

39lb id . , 456 and 459 .

^^Huntsville Advocate., December 21, 1866.
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^H u ntsville  T i m e s , September 11-17, 1955. Sescjuicentennial 
Issu e .

42HuntsvilIe A d vocate , May 16, 1866.

43jrieming, Civil War , 6 4 2 -6 4 3  and 637 and 6 38 .

^^Huntsville A d vocate , November 13, 1868.

^ H u n tsv i l le  T i m e s , September 11-17*, 1955. Sesquicentennial 
Issu e .

^ H u n ts  yjlle Advocate , July 7, 1866; Decem ber 11, 1866; October  
31, 1866; Decem ber 18, 1866; June 18, 1867; July 9, 1867; July 16, 
1867; February 14, 1868; February 19, 1868; January 22, 1869; Jan­
uary 29 , 1869.

^ H u n tsv i l le  Advocate , December 7, 1866; M arch 26 , 1867; May  
12, 1868; Decem ber 21, 1866; July 7, 1866; August 13, 1867; August  
20, 1867; July 10, 1868; April 23 , 1867; July 7, 1866; September 15, 
1866; April 9, 1867; December 28 , 1866; August 18, 1868; July 12, 
1866; December 24 , 1866; April 21, 1868; June 16, 1868; July 21, 
1866; September 19, 1866.
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S T A N D  W A T I E :  

C H E R O K E E  L E A D E R ,  

C O N F E D E R A T E  COMMANDER
By E lbert  L .  Watson.

The c ou rageou s  fight made by Southern Indian t r ibes  
in Indian T e r r i t o r y  during the C iv i l  War is p robab ly  one 
of the m o s t  forgotten  chapters  of  Confederate  h i s t o ry .  
At  the f o r e f r o n t  of Indian leader  ship was Stand W at ie ,  a 
C h e ro k e e  ch ie f  who was born  in the C h erok ee  Nation in 
1806.1 Watie  was of noble parentage among the C h e r o -  
k e e s .  His u nc le ,  G a h -n a - ta h - t t e -g i ,  was born  at H ia -  
w a s s e e ,  now Po lk  County,  T e n n e ss e e ,  and later  m o ve d  
to  the C h e ro k e e  Nation, G e o rg ia .  The white peop le  r e ­
named h im  " R i d g e " ,  which was a short  interpretat ion  of 
his nam e  and meant "walking the mountain t o p s . "  A  full 
b looded  C h e ro k e e ,  was e lec ted  to the C h erok ee  C o u n ­
c i l  at age tw en ty -on e ,  and eventually b e c a m e  speaker  of 
the C o u n c i l .  During the C reek  War he s e rv e d  under 
A n d r e w  Jack son ,  and r o se  to the rank of M a jo r  in the 
United States A r m y .  T h e re a f te r ,  his people  r e f e r r e d  
t o h i m a s  " M a jo r  R i d g e . "  His son,  John, a gifted orator  
and p o l i t i ca l  leader  among the C h e r o k e e s ,  p layed an i m ­
portant part  in the c o m p le x  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which c u l m i ­
nated in the " T r a i l  of T e a r s .  "2

The father of  Stand Watie was named " O o w a t e e , "  
m ean ing  " R e v . "  or "Old,."  He was the younger brother  
and was ca l led  "D a v id "  by the m i s s i o n a r i e s .  Litt le  is 
known of h im  because  of his quiet,  unassuming m anner .  
His e ldest  son,  " C a h - l i - g i - n a h , "  or "B uck  O o w a t e e , "
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was educated at C o r n w a l l , C o n n e c t i cu t , by D r .  Elias  
Boudinot ,  a philanthropis t  of  P r in c e t o n ,  N ew  J e r s e y .  
Buck proved  to  be  an e x t r e m e ly  intel l igent young man 
and b e c a m e  so  devoted  to  the d o c to r  that he assu m ed  the 
nam e "E l ia s  B o u d in o t . "  He was c l e r k  of the Counc i l  in 
1819 when New Echota ,  G e o r g ia ,  was founded to b e c o m e  
in 1825 the seat of  the C h e ro k e e  gov ern m en t .  He was 
a l s o  se le c ted  in 1827 as the f i r s t  editor  of the C h erokee  
P h o e n i x , the t r i b e ' s  w eekly  n e w s p a p e r .  3

M abel  Washbourne  A n d e r s o n ,  in her  book The L i fe  
o f  General  Stand W a t i e , says that he was born  i n C h e r o -  
kee Nation, G e o rg ia ,  on D e c e m b e r  12, 1806, "a t  ths old 
Watie home on the C oosaw atee  s t r e a m  near  the present  
site of the c ity  of R om e . "  He was nam ed T a - k e r  ^taw-ker
which meant  " T o  Sta.id F i r m -----I m m o v a b le ; "  baptized
into the M orav ian  Church;  and at age twelve  was enro l led  
in the M orav ian  M iss io n  Schoo l  at B ra in ard ,  near  the 
present  site of Chattanooga.  T h ere  he dropped  the " O o "  
and took the in terpretat ion  of his C h e ro k e e  given name 
meaning "Stand;"  thus, his n am e ,  Stand W atie .  4

Watie was sm a l l  in stature but quite s trong .  While 
stil l  in his teens he was se le c ted  as one of the twenty-  
three best  bal l  p la y e rs  in the C h e ro k e e  Nation.  He w ore  
his f ine ,  thick hair long ,  and his br ight ,  p ie r c in g  eyes  
gave h im  the appearance  of an ancient  Vandal .   ̂ While 
serv ing as deputy sher i f f  in a d i s t r i c t  of the Nation,  he 
gained p res t ige  among white sett ler  s when he hunted down 
and s ing le -handed ly  kil led a d e sp e r a d o  who was plaguing 
the cou n trys id e .  By nature ,  he shunned publ ic i ty  and 
p r e f e r r e d  quieter  pursu its .  H o w e v e r ,  his outstanding 
per  sonal  abi l i t ies  p laced  h im  in a leading pos i t ion  in the 
N at ion 's  a f fa i r s ,  along with the R id g es  and Boudinots .

The loya lty  of the C h e ro k e e s  to the United States 
during the C r e e k  War did not great ly  i m p r e s s  G eorg ian s  ,. 
who favored  resett l ing  them  west  of  the M i s s i s s i p p i  
R i v e r .  In 1829, that state p a s se d  a law prohibit ing any 
white man f r o m  res id ing  in the Indian T e r r i t o r y ,  unless
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G enera l  Stand Watie s e v e r a l  years  after the war.
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he was f r o m  G e o rg ia  and had a p e r m i t  f r o m  the State.  
T w o  New England m i s s i o n a r i e s  w e re  subsequently  ar - 
res ted  on a charge  of encourag ing  the Indians to  r e s i s t  
r e m o v a l f r o m  their lands,  sentenced to  four ye a rs  hard 
labor  . Strong d i sp leasu re  swept the C h erok ee  Nation and 
the c a s e  was a p p e a l e d  to  the United States Suprem e 
C ou rt .  Under the d i r e c t io n  of Chief  Just ice  John M a r ­
shall ,  the C ou rt ,  in 1832, ruled in favor  of the m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s ,  call ing the C h e ro k e e  Nation a separate  t e r r i t o r y  
over  which the laws of G e o r g ia  did not apply.  F r o m  
Washington John Ridge  tr iumphantly  wr ote to Stand Watie 
that the C h e ro k e e s  should r e j o i c e  over  the " g l o r i o u s  
d e c i s io n  of the Suprem e  C o u r t "  but p re d i c te d  many m o r e  
y e a rs  of c o n f l i c t .  He ev idenced  his contem pt  for  P r e s ­
ident Andr ew J a c k s o n, who s ided with G e o rg ia ,   ̂ by 
saying that "the Chicken Snake G e n e r a l  Jackson has 
t im e to c r a w l  and hide in his lu xur iant 'g rass  of  his n e ­
far ious  (s ic )  h y p o c r a c y  until  his r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  is f a s ­
tened upon by an execution of the Suprem e Court  at their 
next s e s s i o n . "7

The tr iumph was short  l ived  when it b e c a m e  apparent 
that the Indians w e re  contending against  G e o rg ia  and the 
F e d e r a l  G o vernm ent .  When Jack son  re fu sed  to en for ce  
the C o u rt ' s  d e c r e e ,  it was only a quest ion of t ime until 
r e m o v a l  of the C h e ro k e e s  f r o m  the southeast  to  w estern  
lands b e ca m e  a rea l i ty .  H o w e v e r ,  the vast  m a jo r i ty  of 
the tr ibe  continued to  R e s i s t , l a r g e ly  because  of the i n ­
f luence of their Chief ,  John R o s s ,  who b it ter ly  opposed 
r e m o v a l .   ̂ R e c o g n iz in g  that continued r e s i s t a n c e  would 
only i n c r e a s e  the hardships  and in jur ies  inf l icted  upon 
the C h e r o k e e s ,  the R id g e s ,  Boudinot ,  and Stand Watie 
began to advocate  r e m o v a l  and b e c a m e  known as the 
T r e a ty  P a r t y .  Many Indians could  not understand their 
" change  of heart"  , and a c c u s e d  them  of sell ing out to the 
w hites .  V e r y  l ikely  they w e re  s i n c e r e ,  be cau se  by this 
t im e white se tt lers  c o m p le t e ly  surrounded  the C h erok ee  

.country ,  leaving many Indians d e fe n s e le s s  against  l a w ­
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l e s s  e lem ents  which penetrated  the t e r r i t o r y  in s e a r ch  
of go ld .

In M a r c h ,  1835, John R o s s ,  John R id g e ,  and El ias  
B oudinot m et  in Washington with S e c r e ta ry  of War , L e w is  
C a s s , t o  d i s c u s s  r e m o v a l .  Although rea l iz ing  that r e ­
m o v a l  was inevitable ,  R o s s  insisted  that the F e d e r a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  pay the Cherokee  s twenty m i l l ion  do l lar  s for  
their  lands.  When S e c r e ta ry  Cass  would go no higher 
than f ive  m i l l i o n  d o l la r s ,  R o s s  reluctantly  a g re e d  to  the 
t e r m s  sub ject  to approval  by the t r ib e .

The p r o p o s e d  re m o v a l  treaty  was p resen ted  to  the 
Indians at R ed  C lay ,  near  the G e o rg ia  and T e n n e ss e e  
boundary  line.  T h e re  was no re trea t  on their  part .  The 
t reaty  was r e j e c t e d by an overw helm ing  vo te ,  and a 
c o m m it t e e  of twenty leaiding c i t izens  was d ispatched to  
Washington for  f u r t h e r  negot ia t ions .  Included in the 
group  w e re  Chief  R o s s ,  Boudinot,  and R id g e .  The two 
United States C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  the R e v e re n d  John F .  
S c h e r m e r h o r n  and B .  F .  C u r r y ,  w ere  in G e o r g ia  at this 
t i m e ,  and, with R o s s  away, ca l led  for  a secon d  c o n f e r ­
ence  at the cap ito l ,  N ew  Echota .  Intrigue was evident 
when M a jo r  R idge  and Boudinot abruptly r es ig n ed  f r o m  
the Washington  delegat ion and returned t o N e w  Echota  to  
par t ic ipate  in the negotiations th e re .  An a g r e e m e n t w a s  
quick ly  reached  an d a treaty signed on D e c e m b e r  29, 
1835.9 Stand Watie was among those who a f fixed  their 
s ignatures  to  the document ,  which was p rom p t ly  rat i f ied  
by the United States Senate . R e m o v a l  west  of  the M i s s ­
i s s ip p i  R iv e r  was now a fact  for  the C h e r o k e e s .

At  leas t  ninety per  cent of the tr ibe b it ter ly  denounced 
the treaty  and its s ig n e r s .  T h e re  was c o n s id e r a b le  talk 
of  as sas sinating the R id g e s ,  Boudinot ,  and Watie as hate 
and resentm ent  rent  the Nation a s u n d e r .  M a jo r  Ridge  
is said to  have re m ark e d  as he signed the treaty  that he 
was signing his death warrant.*-® Within a few ye a rs  he 
was proven  to  be an accurate  prophet .

With their  l ives  in constant danger ,  the four pr inc ipa l  
s i g n e r s ,  their  f a m i l i e s ,  and about 450 other Indians
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began their w estward  m igrat ion  on M a r c h  1, 1837, fully 
one year  b e f o r e  requ ired  to  do s o  by the T r e a t y .  Watie  
left  a splendid home with many a c r e s  of land and p e rso n a l  
p r o p e r ty ,  but took, a num ber  of his negr  o s laves  with h im .  
The party boarded  a ship at R o s s ' s  Landing (now C h at ­
tanooga) ,  and journeyed  down the T e n n e ss e e  R iver  to 
D ecatur ,  A la bam a ,  where  they t r a n s fe r r e d  to ra i l road  
tra ins .  Upon reach ing  T u sc u m b ia ,  A la b a m a ,  they again 
boarded  ships and c o n t i n u e d to Paducah ,  Kentucky.  
T h e re  the mighty M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  b e c a m e  their c o n ­
ductor  to the mouth of the Arkansas  R i v e r ,  and thence 
to F o r t  G ibson ,  Indian T e r r i t o r y ,  and now Oklahoma.  
They sett led in the nor theastern  sect ion  of Oklahoma 
near the A rk ansas  l ine .  Watie con s tru c ted  an attractive  
hom e upon a large  f a r m  on the I l l inois  R i v e r ,  just  east  
of the present  site of Y inita ,  O klahom a,  and began to 
grow  c r o p s  and cult ivate l iv e s to c k .

M ost  of the people  who rem ained  behind enjoyed no 
such pleasant con ven ien ces  of t ransportat ion  to the We st.  
The overw helm ing  m a jo r i t y  of  the Cher  okees  did not b e ­
l ieve  that they would be f o r c e d  to  leave  their h om es ;  
consequent ly ,  they made no e f fo r t  to m igra te  when the 
t ime for  r e m o v a l ,  M ay 23 ,  1838, a r r iv e d .  They w ere  
sadly d is i l lu s ioned .  G e n e ra l  Winfie ld  Scott and 7 ,000  
A m er ican ,  t roops  ar r ived  to  c om pel  them  to leave for  the 
W est .  Indians by the thousands w e re  herded  into c o n ­
centrat ion cam ps  while their h om es  and lands were  f r e e ly  
p lundered.  A  Baptist  m i s s i o n a r y  of that t im e left  the 
fo l lowing  account  of  the awful spe c tac le :

Their (Cherokee) feelings are mortified by vulgar and 
profane vociferations. It is a painful sight. . . The 
poor captive, in a state of d istressing agitation, his 
w e e p i n g  wife a lm ost frantic w ith te rro r ,  surrounded by a 
group of crying,, terrified children, without a friend to 
speak a consoling word, is in a poor condition to make a 
good disposition of his property, and is in m ost c a s e s .
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stripped of the whole, at one blow. Many of the C h e ro ­
kees , who a few days ago were in comfortable c ir c u m ­
stances, are now victims of abject p o v e rty .^

F in a l ly ,  at the request  of Chief  R o s s ,  the Indians w ere  
r e l e a s e d  to  m igra te  under his d ire c t io n .  M o s t  of the 
peop le  left  about O ctober  1 to  t rave l  a c r o s s  T e n n e s s e e ,  
N or th ern  A r k a n s a s , M is s o u r i ,  and f inal ly  into N o r t h ­
east  Oklahoma.  A  t rag ic  consequence  of the long j ourney  
was the death of near ly  4 ,  000 of the 17, 000 m igrants  , who 
p e r i sh e d  along the w ay because  of s e v e r e  winter weather . 
The f ir  st gr oup a rr iv e d  in January and the last  in M a r c h ,  
183 9 .12

The suffer ing  which these people  endured on the 
" T r a i l  of  T e a r s "  intensified their  hatred for  the m e m b e r  s 
of  the T r e a ty  P a r t y ,  and they los t  l ittle t im e  in finding a 
way to  ex term inate  the pr inc ipa l  s ig n e r s .  During the 
s u m m e r  of 1839, a s e c r e t  counc i l  was held near  T a h l e -  
quah, the C h erok ee  cap ito l .  At this m eet ing ,  a plan was 
d ev ised  to  assa ss ina te  the two R id g e s ,  Boudinot ,  and 
Watie  at ap p rox im ate ly  the same t im e on the night of 
June 22,  1839. M ajor  R idge ,  then seventy y e a rs  of  age ,  
was  ambushed  while enroute to F o r t  Smith,  A r k a n s a s .  
John Ridge  was dragged  f r o m h i s  bed and stabbed to  death 
a t h i s h o m e  on Honey C reek  near the M is s o u r i  l i n e , while 
his t e r r i f i e d  m o t h e r ,  w i fe ,  and chi ldren  looked on. At 
Tahlequah,  El ias  Boudinot  was ca l led  f r o m  his hom e on 
an errand  of m e r c y  and tomahawked to  death. Stand 
Watie  was provident ia l ly  a b s e n t f r o m  his hom e and 
e s ca p e d  assa ss in a t ion .

A s  dawn broke  a c r o s s  the Cher okee Nation after  the 
night of ter  r or , a g r i m  fa ced ,  unarm ed ,  dusty h orsem a n  
rode  into T a h l e q u a h  and dismounted w here  a c r o w d ,  
thickly  sprinkled with his e n e m ie s ,  was gathered around 
the body of Boudinot.  He pushed his way into the throng,  
r e m o v e d  the sheet  and looked for  long, silent  minutes 
into the m o t io n le ss  features  of his dead b r o th e r .  Then 
turning to the c ro w d  he shouted, " I  will  give ten thou-
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sand d o l la rs  to know the name of the man who struck 
that b low .  "  Only hushed s i len ce  answ ered  the challenging 
w ords  of Stand Watie .  ^

No p r o b le m s  w ere  so lved  by the unwarranted m u r ­
ders  of the R idges  and Boudinot.  P a s s i o n s  and r e s e n t ­
ments  f lared  openly as the two fact ions  in c r e a s e d  their 
host i l i ty .  A s  the new leader  of the T re a ty  P a r t y ,  Stand 
Watie c o l l e c te d  an a rm e d  f o r c e  fo r  his p e rso n a l  p r o ­
tect ion .  The uncerta int ies  of  l iving in a s t r i f e  torn 
country ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e re  mit igated  som ew hat  for  Watie 
in 1843, when he m a r r i e d  Sarah C .  B e l l ,  an intel ligent 
woman of m uch  strength of c h a r a c t e r . T o  this union were  
born  three sons ,  Saladin, Solon,  and Cum iska ;  and two 
daughters ,  Ninnie and Jacque l ine .

It is doubtful that Watie e ver  sought per sonal revenge 
against  the m u r d e r e r s  of his bro ther  , uncle  , and cous in ,  
but part ia l  vengeance  c a m e  just the s a m e .  One m orning  
in A p r i l ,  1843, he and a f r i e n d a r r iv e d  at a store  in 
M a y e s v i l l e ,  A r k a n s a s ,  a sm a l l  town on the boundary of 
the Indian T e r r i t o r y .  T h ere  he m et  Jam es  F o r e m a n ,  a 
ruthless  C h e ro k e e  who was be l ieved  to  have been a leader  
in the a s s a s s in  party .  With F o r e m a n  w ere  two other 
m en .  Seeing Watie  enter  the s to re  , F o r e m a n  pulled out 
his m oney  and ca l led  for  the drinks to  be on h im .  A s  the 
two men ra ised  their  g 1 a s s e s F o r e m a n  said ,  "Stand 
Watie ,  here  is wishing that you m ay  live  f o r e v e r . "  T o  
this Watie r e p l ie d ,  " J i m ,  I suppose that I can drink with 
you, but I unders tood  the other day that you w ere  going
to kill  m e -----and that you are  the man who k i l led  my
u n c l e . "  F o r e m a n ' s  true intentions w e re  quickly  re ve a le d  
when he straightened h im s e l f ,  p r o d u c e d a  heavy whip and 
a n sw e re d ,  "Say  y o u r s e l f . "  W atie ,  thereupon ,  threw  his 
g lass  of whiskey into F o r e m a n ' s  fa ce  and the fight c o m ­
m e n c e d .  In the ensuing s truggle  Watie  thrust  a bowie  
knife into F o r e m a n 's  back .  The s tr icken  man managed 
to pull  h im s e l f  f r e e ,  and ran a lm o s t  150 ya rd s  b e f o r e  he 
fe l l  into the gap of a fence  and d i e d . 14 Stand Watie s u r -
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ren d ered  h im s e l f  to the authorit ies  and underwent t r ia l  
on May 15, 1843. He was acquitted of all  c h a r g e s  and r e ­
l e a s e d .

A  d e g r e e  of peace  and tranquil l i ty  c a m e  to  the C h e r ­
okee  Nation during the middle  1840's ,  l a r g e ly  thr ough the 
e f fo r ts  of  the United States Governm ent  to  r e c o n c i l e  the 
host i le  fa c t ion s .  In 1846, a p eace  treaty  was signed by 
the two part ies  and the C h erok ees  entered  an e r a  of a d ­
va n ce m e n t  and p r o g r e s s .  S evera l  w e l l  sup erv ised  
s ch o o ls  w e re  established including a Male and F e m a le  
S e m in a ry  near  Tahlequah. A s  a leader  of the m in o r i ty  
p ar ty ,  Stand Watie was e l e c t e d  to  s e rv e  on the new 
C o u n c i l  which was o r g a n i z e d  at the cap ito l  in 1845. 
Serv ing  continuously  until 1861, he was speaker  of the 
body  for  two y e a r s .

H o w e v e r ,  by the m iddle  1850's the old d i f f e r e n c e s  
began to  return a lm ost  s imultaneously  with the growing 
national  c r i s i s  between the North and South. S e c r e t  s o c i ­
et ies  within the tr ibe  advocated both p r e s e r v a t i o n  and 
abol i t ion  of s lavery .  S evera l  New England m is  s ionar ie  s , 
who p re a ch e d  a b o l i t io n , were re sponsible  for  so m e  of the 
internal  agitat ion. Thus,  when the spring of 1861 a r r iv e d  
to  w e l c o m e  the C h erok ees  f r o m  one of those  long ,  b e ­
nighted Oklahoma w i n t e r s ,  the gentle b r e e z e s  w ere  
blowing ominous forebodings  of m o r e  s tr i fe  a c r o s s  their  
la n d s .

The C o n fe d e r a c y ,  quite ear ly  in the c o n f l i c t ,  r e c o g ­
nized  the im p ortan ce  of f o r m i n g  an a l l iance  with the 
Indians of the F ive  C iv i l i zed  T r i b e s .  They  could  furnish 
so ld i e r s  to guard the b o r d e r s  and supply cattle  for  the 
C on fed era te  A r m y .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  P r e s id e n t  J e f f e r s o n  
Davis  dispatched A lb er t  P ike  to the Indian T e r r i t o r y  in 
1861, to s e cu re  treat ies  aligning the Choctaw,  C h i c k a ­
saw,  C r e e k ,  S em ino le ,  and Cherokee  Indians with the 
C o n fe d e r a c y .  B e fore  P ike  reached  the C h erok ee  capito l ,  
how ever  , Chief  R os s s trongly  endor sed a p o l i c y  of s tr i c t  
neutrali ty  with both the United States and Con federate
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G overnm ents .  Supported by a m a jo r i t y  of the t r ibe ,  R o s s  
held steadfastly  to  his pos i t ion  until  O c t o b e r ,  1861, when 
a treaty was drawn up with the Con fed erate  G o vernm ent .

Stand Watie and his f o l l o w e r  s , h o w e v e r ,  did not share 
Chief  R o s s ' s  n e u t  r a 1 v iew s  . A f i r m  spokesm an for  
"States  Rights , "  Watie organ ized  and b e c a m e  captain of 
an independent f o r c e  of C h e ro k e e s  and whites to guard 
the northern boundaries  of the Indian Nation against  F e d ­
e ra l  ra id s .  L a t e r ,  he took  his m en to  Camp Walker  in 
Benton C ounty, A r k a n s a s ,  where he o f fe red  his s e r v i c e s  
to G enera l  Benjamin M cCul lough ,  the newly appointed 
Con federate  c o m m a n d e r  of  Indian T e r r i t o r y .  His of fer  
was accepted  and he was given a c o l o n e l ' s  c o m m i s s i o n .  
On July 29, 1861, Watie  organ ized  the f i r s t  Q herokee  
R eg im ent  known as the C h erok ee  Mounted R i f l e s .  This 
reg im ent  part ic ipated  in the fo l lowing  battles f r o m  1861 
to 1865: W i lson  C r e e k ,  M is s o u r i ;  B ird  C r e e k ,  O k la ­
homa;  Short  C r e e k  and N e o s h o ,  M is s o u r i ;  P e a  R id g e ,  
Ark an sas ;  Newtonia ,  M is s o u r i ;  F o r t  Wayne ,  F o r t  G i b ­
son,  Bayou M anard ,  B a r r e n  F o r k ,  Camp C r e e k ,  Honey 
Spr ings ,  andM azard  .Arkansas ;  G ro v e  , Oklahoma; Cabin 
C r e e k ,  Oklahoma ( tw ice ) ;  and m any  other m inor  raids
and s k i r m i s h e s .

It is said that W at ie 's  m en m a r c h e d ,  fought,  and 
captured m o r e  m ules  and wagons than any other reg im ent  
west  of the M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  C e r ta in ly ,  they w ere  
unexce l led  in h e r o i s m  and b r a v e r y .  In D e c e m b e r ,  1861, 
Y o - h o - l a ,  the leader  of the N orthern  C r e e k  Indians, 
ca m e  to  the nor thw estern  port ion  of the C h e ro k e e  Nation 
to induce the C h e ro k e e s  to s e ce d e  f r o m  the C o n fe d e ra cy .  
L ea rn ing  of the intrus ion ,  G e n e ra l  Jam es  McIntosh  and 
Watie jo ined f o r c e s  at F o r t G  ibson  t o d r i v e  Y o - h o - l a  out 
of the T e r r i t o r y .  C l e m  R o g e r s ,  the father of  W il l  
R o g e r s ,  s e rv e d  as guide for  the C h e ro k e e s  b e cau se  of 
his fam i l ia r i ty  with the a r e a .  T w o  a r m ie s  m et  each  
other on C h r is tm a s  Day near  the p re se n t  site of  T u lsa ,
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O klahom a,  and Y o - h o - l a ' s  f o r c e s  w ere  c o m p l e t e l y  
routed  with many c a su a l i t ie s .  He and a sm a l l  remnant 
of  his f o r c e  managed to  e s ca p e  to  L e r o y ,  K an sas .

A t th e  i l l - fa ted  Battle of P e a  Ridge on M a r c h  6,  1862, 
Watie  dist inguished h im se l f  in one of the few  Southern 
s u c c e s s e s  of  that encounter .  Again jo ining f o r c e s  with 
G en era ls  McIntosh and M cCul lough ,  Watie found h i m -  
.selfin a c r i t i c a l  posit ion when he and his m en.were  f i red  
upon f r o m  a hidden battery .  Without f l i n c h i n g ,  he 
shouted out the o r d e r  to charge  the battery and within a 
few minutes  had captured four p i e c e s  of  a r t i l l e r y .  Webb 
Vann a res ident  of  P r y o r ,  Oklahoma,  and a su r v iv o r  of 
W a t ie ' s  r e g i m e n t ,  r e ca l l e d  the event 5 3 y e a r s  later :  
" I  can ' t  see  how we did i t , "  he s a i d , "  but Watie  gave the 
o rd e r  which he always led,  and his men would f o l low  h im  
into the v e r y  jaws of death. . . It must  have been  that 
m y s t e r i o u s  pow er  of Stand Watie that led us on to  make 
the capture  a g a i n s t  such o d d s . " ^  The c o u ra ge o u s  
c h a r g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  did not stop the d e c i s iv e  defeat  in -  
f l i c t e d u p o n  the Confederate  f o r c e s  at P e a  R id g e .  Initial  
Southern s u c c e s s e s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  li tt le,  be cau se  M c ­
Cullough and McIntosh were  kil led ear ly  in the batt le .  
With no hope for  v i c t o r y ,  W at ie 's  reg im ent  re t re a te d  in 
d i s o r d e r l y  fashion into I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  where they 
c o n s tru c te d  a fort  about thirty m i les  fr o m  the Red  R iver  . 
This  new p o s t ,  named F o r t  M c C u l lo u g h , was c o m m a n d e d  
by Watie  and C o lon e l  John D rew .

B y  1863, the North had gained part ia l  control of  the 
M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  , thus placing the T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  
C o n fed era te  f o r c e s  in a disadvantageous pos i t ion .  Tw o  
F e d e r a l  invasions  into Indian T e r r i t o r y  had caused  a 
c l a m o r  among so m e  C h e ro k e e s  to  repudiate their a l ­
l iance  with the C o n fe d e r a c y .  The Counc i l  m et  on C o w -  
skin P r a i r i e ,  a c cu se d  the South of reniging on her 
p r o m i s e s  to  the Indians, and null if ied the t reaty .  But 
Stand Watie had charted  his c o u r s e  and would not y ie ld .  
He, his m en ,  and approx im ate ly  7 ,000  Indians re fused
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to ac cep t  the C o u n c i l ' s  mandate and r e a f f i r m e d  their 
a l leg iance  to the South. The C h e ro k e e  Nation thus b e ­
c a m e  two Nations during the latter  part  of the w ar .  The 
N orthern  group ,  num ber ing  s o m e  10,000,  continued to 
c l a i m  John R os s as their  C h i e f , while theSouthern  group 
ra l l ied  to Watie .

Watie  continued to raid and harass  the enem y,  even 
though his men w e re  usual ly  r a g g e d , hungry,  and lacked 
equipment.  N orthern  Cher  okees  and bands of white out ­
law s,  who f r e e ly  plundered  , made l ife a lm o s t  into lerable  
for  the Southern group .  Watie ,  f o r c e d  to  re t rea t  into 
Choctaw country  during the winter  of 1863-64,  made his 
headquarters  at a p lace  ca l led  " C a m p  S tarva t io n . "

On May 10, 1864, Watie  was appointed by P r e s id e n t  
Davis  to the rank o f B r i g a d e r  G e n e ra l .  In June, he c a p ­
tured a s teamboat  on the A r k a n s a s  R iv e r  laden with 
supplies  for  Union f o r c e s  at F or t  Gibs o n , which had 
fallen the p rev ious  year  . During the autumn he ambushed 
a la rge  wagon train enroute  f r o m  F o r t  Scott,  K ansas ,  
to F o r t  G ibson .  This  exploit  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  out ­
standing, because  Union f o r c e s  gen era l ly  occup ied  the 
country ,  and W a t ie ' s  m en w ere  great ly  outnumbered.  
Included in the capture  w ere  500 wagonloads of g o v e r n ­
ment supplies and 1800 h o r s e s  and m u le s .  D istr ibution 
of food and clothing was made to his hungry,  ragged 
t r o o p s ,  and Stand Watie re fu sed  to a c c e p t any of the 
fruits  of v i c t o r y  for  h im s e l f .  Cognizant  of the Watie 
fa m i ly ' s  d ire  needs  , the so ld ie r  s loaded a wagon of sup ­
pl ies  and sent it to them  at their re fugee  cam p  on the 
Red R i v e r .  Watie  and his men soon a f terw ard  re t i re d  
to winter quarters  in the Choctaw  Nation near  B o g gy  
Depot .

E a r ly  in the spring the scanty f o r c e  again took the 
fie ld  but, for  the m o s t  part ,  waged only d e fens ive  w a r ­
f a r e .  A s  the curtain  was rapid ly  fall ing upon the f a l ­
ter ing C o n fe d e r a c y ,  Watie r e c e i v e d  one last  honor  for  
his devot ion  to  the South. On January 23, 1865, a jo int  
reso lu t ion  of thanks to h im  for  capturing the F e d e r a l
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supply train  p a s se d  both houses  of the C on federate  C o n ­
g r e s s  and was signed by P r e s id e n t  D avis .  The m en  w ere  
c i ted  for  their  "dar ing  and ski l l "  in the c a p t u r e . ^  The 
war ended the fo l lowing A p r i l ,  but Watie cont inued to 
o f fer  token r e s i s t a n c e  until June 23, 1865, when he s u r ­
render  ed to  Lieutenant C o lonel  A .  C .  Matthews at D o a k s - 
v i l l e ,  Choctaw  Nation. Thus,  he b e c a m e  the last  C o n ­
fe d e ra te  gen era l  to  lay down his a r m s .

T h e r e  was no rest  for  the w eary  leader  desp ite  the 
c e s s a t i o n  of hos t i l i t ies .  Since he was stil l  the p r inc ipa l  
Ch ie f  of  the Southern C h erok ees  , it was his resp o n s ib i l i t y  
to gain the bes t  t e r m s  p o ss ib le  for  his s tr icken  p e o p le .  
In the fa l l  of  1865, the F iv e  C iv i l i z e d  T r ib e s  sent r e p r e ­
sentatives  to F ort  Smith to  negotiate a p eace  treaty  with 
the United States C o m m is s io n e r  of Indian A f fa ir  s , Dennis 
N. C o o l e y .  C om p l ica t ions  a r o s e  when both N orthern  and 
Southern d e l e g a t i o n s  a r r iv e d  at the m eet ing .  Each 
c la im e d  to r e p r e s e n t  the lega l  C h erok ee  Nation and 
a c c u s e d  the other of  m e r e l y  being a fac t ion .  The work  
of the c o n fe r e n c e  bogged down when C o o le y  demanded that 
all  s laves  be f reed  and a d o p t e d  into the t r ib e .  A c ­
c o r d in g ly  another  co n fe re n c e  was cal led  to  m eet  in W a s h ­
ington the fo l lowing spring to dec ide  with which group 
the United States would negotiate .

Stand Watie s e rv e d  with theSouthern de legat ion  when 
the c o n fe r  ence  convened  in the spring of 1866. A s  a man 
of a c t i o n , how ever  , he soon  t ired  of the end less  ses  s ions  
and in terv iew s  and returned home where his p r e s e n c e  
was m o r e  needed .  The Northern  delegat ion was then 
r e c o g n iz e d  as the true representat ive  group and n e g o t ia ­
t ions began .  The Southern delegation ins isted  that no 
harm onious  re lat ions  could be achieved if they had to 
l ive  under the sam e governm ent  with the N orthern  C h e r o ­
k e e s .  H o w e v e r ,  the F e d e r a l  governm ent  determ ined  
that all  t r ibes  in Indian T e r r i t o r y  should eventually be 
conso l id a ted .  On July 17 the treaty  was s igned.  It was 
known as the "D a rk  T re a ty "  because  its t e r m s  f o r c e d  
the C h e ro k e e s  to adopt their s laves  into the tr ibe  and to
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give them equal d iv is ion  of the land.
Hardships  and pr ivat ions  continued to  plague Stand 

Watie to his death. B ro k e n  in health and fortune he r e ­
t ired  to the quiet pursuits  of a sm a l l  m e rca n t i le  b u s i ­
ness  in W ebber  F a l l s ,  O k l a h o m a .  Although he was 
ruined f in a n c ia l ly , he endeavored  to  p ro v id e  a good ed u ­
cation for  his ch i ld ren  while he s low ly  rebui l t  his f o r tu n e . 
La ter  he returned  to  his plantation to l ive .  In 1869, he 
buried  the last  of his three  s o n s ,  W at ica ,  who died sud ­
denly while away at s ch o o l .  C u m isk a  had died during 
the war and Saladin fo l lowed  in 1868.

Litt le  is known of the c l o s in g  y e a r s  of  W at ie ' s  l i f e ,  
except  the deepening a f fec t ion  which he had toward his 
two daughter s , N i n n e e  and Jacqu e l ine ,  and his wife ,  
Sarah. The g i r l s  w ere  sent away to  s ch o o l  and his l i fe  
s e e m e d  abso rbe d  with their happiness  and d eve lopm ent .  
H owever  , the sands of t im e  w e re  running out on the i l l u s ­
tr ious  w a r r i o r .  W a r ,  h e ar tach e ,  and m is fo r tune  had 
taken their to l l  and on S eptem ber  9,  1871, after a short  
i l lnes s , Stand Watie be longed  to  the ages  . His two daugh­
ters  passed  away suddenly on F e b r u a r y  27, 1875 and 
M arch  17, 1875 r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  and M r s .  W at ie ' s  d e m ise  
ca m e  on F e b r u a r y  3, 1882. The fo l lowing  tribute given 
her in the, C h e ro k e e  A d v o ca te  is p ar t i cu la r ly  fitting:

P o sse sse d  of a noble natur e , she always chose tolook on 
the bright, rather than the dark side of human nature; 
she sought out the good deeds of others, and overlooked  
their faults. She was of a cheerful disposition. . . A s  
a parent she was affectionate and provident; a neighbor,  
peaceable and obliging; a friend, faithful and generous.
Thus has passed fro m  the Cherokee Nation the last of 
that patriotic, historic and heroic n a m e----- W atie . 18

Stand W a t ie ' s  nam e has been p r e s e r v e d  for  p o s te r i ty  
desp ite  the fact  that he is surv ived  by n o d i r e c t  d e s c e n d -  
ent.  Under the d i r e c t io n  of the Oklahoma Chapter of the 
United Daughters  of  the C o n fe d e r a c y ,  two m onuments

37



w e r e  e r e c te d  to  his m e m o r y  in 1921. One is lo cated  on 
the old C h e ro k e e  capito l  grounds at Tahlequah,  and the 
other is p laced  over his grave  in the P o i s o n  c e m e t a r y  
near G r o v e ,  Oklahoma.  The Tahlequah m onum ent  is a 
m a je s t i c  and dignif ied structure  ten feet  high. In 1932, 
the Oklahoma U . D . C .  a lso  unveiled an im p os ing  p o r ­
tra it  of G e n e ra l  Watie in the ga l le ry  of  the C on fed era te  
M u s e u m  in R ich m o n d ,  V irg in ia .  A  s m a l le r -  p o r t r a i t ,  
t ogether  with p ersona l  be long ings ,  can be seen in the 
C o n fe d e ra te  r o o m  of the Oklahoma H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  in 
O klahoma City .  F o r  the student of h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h , 
about 2 ,0 0 0  of W at ie 's  l e t ters  and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  are  
ava i lab le  in the F rank Phi l l ips  C o l le c t ion  of Southwestern 
H is tory  at the U nivers i ty  of Oklahoma.  S evera l  other 
le t te rs  are  located  in the l ib r a r ie s  of the U n iv ers i ty  of 
T exas  and N o r t h e a s t e r n  State T e a c h e r ' s C o l l e g e  at 
Tahlequah.  T h e re  is a wealth of written m a t e r ia l  to  be 
found on his l i fe  by eminent  Oklahoma h is to r ia n s .

M ost authorities on Stand Watie believe that Georgia is his 
rightful birthplace , although none cite a specific location where his 
birth occured. Several say he was born in Cherokee Nation, G e o r ­
gia, while others place his birth near R om e. J. W . D u B ose , in his 
book Northern A la b a m a . cites Turkeytown in Etowah County as 
W a tie 's  birthplace.

2Anderson, Mabel Washbourne, Life of General Stand_ W atie ,  
(P ry o r , Oklahoma, Mayes County Republican, 1915), 9.

3Ibid ■ . 9-11.

4 Ibid . . 11-12.

^Tulsa (Oklahoma) D e m o cra t. September 1, 1918, Section B , 1.
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^Upon hearing of the Court's  decision Jackson is said to have 
rem arked, "John M arshall has made his decision; now let him en­
force i t . "  Christian Century (June 8, 1955), L X X II ,  680.

^Edward E . Dale and Gaston Litton , Cher okee Cavalier s . F ortv 
Y ea rs  of Cher okee History as T old in the Correspondence of the 
Ridge- W atie- Boudinot F a m ily , (Norm an, University of Oklahoma 
P r e s s ,  1939), 8.

8Edward E . Dale and M orris  L .  W a rd ell ,  History of Oklahom a, 
(Englewood Cliffs , Prentice Hall Inc. 1948), 102-104.

^The important term s of the treaty were as follows: (1) the 
Cherokees were to relinquish all of their lands in the East and move  
to the W est: (2) the United States agreed to pay the tribe five million  
dollarsand a lso to  p ay ea ch p erso n for  improvements and abandoned 
property; (3) the Cherokees were to move within two years assisted  
by the Federal Government; (4) the government was to provide sub­
sistence for twelve months after the Cherokees reached their new 
hom e. Dale and W ardell , History of O klahom a. 108.

l®In 1829, Major Ridge had introduced a m easure intothe Coun­
cil which decreed death to any per son signing a treaty or other paper 
giving up their country in the E ast . The m easure had passed by an 
overwhelming vote. Grant F orem en , "T h e  Trail of Stand W a t ie , "  
Chronicles of Oklahoma (September, 1934), 3 }0 .

H jose p h H . Parks and Robert E .  M o ore , The Story, of A labam a: 
A State H istory , (Atlanta: Turner E ;  Smith & C o. , 1952), 165.

l^Dale and W ardell ,  History of O klahom a. 108-112.

13p ailv Oklahoma (Oklahoma C ity ) , August 8 , 1926 , Section B , 1.

14It was later learned that when F orem an saw Watie approach  
th e sto reh e  sent Isaac Springston after his guns. Springston ar rived  
with the weapons about the time Forem an died. F orem an, " T r a i l  of 
Stand W a t ie , "  Chronicles , 3 19 -320 :

l^Anderson, Life of Stand W a t ie , 2 6 -2 7 .

*6I b i d . , 2 8 -2 9 .
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l^Ohland M o rton, "Confederate Relations With The Five C iv i - .  
lized T ribes  , "  Chronicles of Oklahoma (Autumn, 1953), X X X I ,  319.

18Cherokee Advocate (Tahlequah). February 24 , 1882, 1.
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