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AUSTIN   GROVES   CEMETERY,  67 - 2 

 
 

Summary   Report 
 

 

The only inscribed tombstone in this large cemetery is shown below: 
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The cemetery is large enough to hold several hundred graves, if full.  There 

are several grave depressions, but little indication of a full graveyard.  

Considering the location in the “saddle” between two hills or small 

mountains, the site may have been associated with a settlement and / or 

church in the area in the distant past.  Obviously, the have a cemetery of this 

size, the immediate area had to have enjoyed a significant population.  Since 

the confluence of two creeks is nearby, there would have been an ample 

water supply to support a large community.  It is even possible that the 

cemetery was for the early black citizens (and slaves) of the Triana area. 

 

 
 

 

At the time that the cemetery was visited, storms had toppled some trees 

onto the surrounding fence.  The arsenal staff periodically repairs and 

maintains the fence, so it has probably been repaired now. 
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While the Austin Groves military tombstone is the only inscribed marker in 

the cemetery, there are a few graves set off by fieldstones.  Some of them are 

shown in the photos below. 
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The above photo shows a stone used for the headstone (the larger one at 

right) and another used for a footstone (at left).  The “stick” between them is 

an ordinary garden hoe handle with the blade removed.  It is used as a tool 

for indicating lengths in photos and for finding and flipping stones that are 

buried beneath leaves or soil.  The same hoe handle is shown in the photo 

below, where more stones were found piled near the base of a tree.  It is not 

known whether or not these stones indicate another burial at the spot. 
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The marriage license for Austin Groves to Kate Moore is shown below.  It is 

dated 20 March 1871, but there was no return for its solemnization.  That 

should not be taken as an indication that they never actually married, as 

often the older records were never completed and filed, especially for 

“colored” of the time, as indicated on this license. 
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As research was undertaken into the public records of Austin Groves, it 

became apparent that the name was often misunderstood by the clerks, who 

probably phonetically spelled what they thought they heard in the rural black 

pronunciations.  There was no Groves family as such in the 1880 census of 

Madison County.  However, the entry for “Austin Groors” (as seen below) 

is almost certainly the record for Austin Groves.  First of all, the given name 

“Austin” was rarely used during the period.  Secondly, the census entry is on 

a page that contains many of the families known to have inhabited the area 

around the cemetery that became arsenal lands. 

 

 

 

1880 Family History Resource disk contents, produced by the Latter Day 

Saints church: 

 Census Place: Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Wesley J. LANDMAN Self M M W 43 AL 
Marian LANDMAN Wife F M W 31 AL 
Mattie LANDMAN Dau F S W 8 AL 
Virginia LANDMAN Dau F S W 6 AL 
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Nancy LANDMAN Dau F S W 4 AL 
Refave LANDMAN Son M S W 2 AL 
Lucinda TIMMONS Other F M B 45 AL 
Frank TIMMONS Other M M B 61 AL 
Marian TIMMONS Other F S B 9 AL 
Joseph TIMMONS Other M S B 8 AL 
Mark GUNNAL Other M S B 25 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Alen CASH Self M M B 35 AL 
Betsie CASH Wife F M B 35 AL 
Sallie CASH Dau F S B 10 AL 
Mariah CASH Dau F S B 8 AL 
Sandy CASH Son M S B 7 AL 
Mary CASH Dau F S B 5 AL 
Alberta CASH Dau F S B 3 AL 
Alen CASH Son M S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Frank JACOBS Self M M MU 25 AL 
Liza JACOBS Wife F M B 25 TN 
Madora JACOBS Dau F S B 8 AL 
Francis JACOBS Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Robert GREY Self M M B 28 AL 
Fannie GREY Wife F M B 22 AL 
Laura GREY Dau F S B 6 AL 
Lucilla GREY Dau F S B 3 AL 
Lillie GREY Dau F S B 5M AL 
Margaret GREY Sister F W B 52 AL 
Lee GREY Nephew M S B 18 AL 
   

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

William LOWE Self M M B 40 AL 
Margaret LOWE Wife F M B 50 AL 
P LOWE Son M S B 10 AL 
LOWE Dau F S B 8 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Nancy LEWIS Self F W B 45 AL 
Sam LEWIS Son M S B 15 AL 
Ruben LEWIS Son M S B 3 AL 
Malinda LEWIS Mother F W B … VA 
Addie LEWIS Niece F S B 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

John THORMTON Self M M B 50 AL 
Virginia THORMTON Wife F M B 38 AL 
Celtia THORMTON Dau F S B 14 AL 
Mahala THORMTON Dau F S B 12 AL 
Lucy THORMTON Dau F S B 11 AL 
Thornton THORMTON Son M S B 10 AL 
Earnest THORMTON Son M S B 8 AL 
Coleman THORMTON Son M S B 6 AL 
Siam THORMTON Son M S B 2 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Austin GROORS Self M M B 32 AL 
Parilia GROORS Wife F M B 28 AL 
Hendesson CAMEL Other M S B 10 AL 
Hayes BANUT Nephew M S B 3 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Davis CAMBELL Self M M B 53 AL 
Daisie CAMBELL Wife F M B 28 AL 
Alls CAMBELL Son M S B 9 AL 
David CAMBELL Son M S B 7 AL 
Zackaus CAMBELL Son M S B 5 AL 
     

 

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Zeb. JOINER Self M M MU 23 AL 
Lizzie JOINER Wife F M MU 22 AL 
Arthor JOINER Son M S MU 7M AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Solomon LEMORE Self M M MU 28 AL 
Rodie LEMORE Wife F M MU 26 AL 
James LEMORE Son M S MU 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Joseph NICKOLS Self M M MU 59 AL 
Nancy NICKOLS Wife F M MU 58 AL 
Walker NICKOLS Son M S MU 13 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

James LACY Self M M MU 40 AL 
Prissilla LACY Wife F M MU 39 AL 
Nellie LACY Dau F S MU 18 AL 
Wyatt LACY Son M S MU 14 AL 
Amanda LACY Dau F S MU 12 AL 
Margaret LACY Dau F S MU 10 AL 
Francis LACY Dau F S MU 8 AL 
Thomas LACY Son M S MU 6 AL 
Edith LACY Dau F S MU 4 AL 
Russel LOWE Other M M B 41 AL 
Flora LOWE Other F M B 29 AL 
Anna LOWE Other F S B 8 AL 
Sophia LOWE Other F S B 6 AL 
Matilda LACY Mother F W MU 60 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Will T. WILLIAMS Self M M B 35 AL 
Nancy WILLIAMS Wife F M B 24 AL 
Trustie WILLIAMS Son M S B 4 AL 
     

 

 

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Lucy BILLUPS Self F W B 47 AL 
Peggie BILLUPS Dau F S B 27 AL 
Amanda BILLUPS Dau F S B 17 AL 
Fannie BILLUPS Dau F S B 12 AL 
Moses BILLUPS Son M S B 8 AL     
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Stephen QUAIM Self M M B 39 VA 
Prissilla QUAIM Wife F M B 37 AL 
Adaline QUAIM Dau F S B 16 AL 
Liza QUAIM Dau F S B 14 AL 
Margaret QUAIM Dau F S B 12 AL 
Perks BEARD Other M S B 26 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Richie TIMIS Self M M B 23 VA 
Sarah TIMIS Wife F M B 21 AL 
Angeline TIMIS Dau F S B 4 AL 
Francis CULP MotherL F W B 45 AL 
Marthy CULP SisterL F S B 5 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Munro BELL Self M M B 48 AL 
Sarah BELL Wife F M B 35 AL 
William BELL Son M S B 6 AL 
Munro BELL Son M S B 1 AL 
Francis LIGHTFOOT Niece F W B 28 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

John MARLIN Self M M B 35 AL 
Laura MARLIN Wife F M B 32 VA 
Susan MARLIN Dau F S B 15 AL 
William MARLIN Son M S B 8 AL 
Julia MARLIN Dau F S B 7 AL 
Mary MARLIN Dau F S B 5 AL 
Ida MARLIN Dau F S B 2 AL 
Sallie MARLIN Aunt F W B 80 NC 
   

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Thomas DAVIDSON Self M M B 20 AL 
Mary DAVIDSON Wife F M B 18 AL 
Julia DAVIDSON Sister F S B 18 AL 
Matilda DAVIDSON Mother F W B 55 AL 
Alfred BLACK Cousin M S B 21 AL 
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Andrew COWAN Self M M B 25 AL 
Berry COWAN Brother M M B 28 AL 
Mahala COWAN Wife F M B 23 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Berta COWAN Self F M B 23 AL 
Rosa COWAN Dau F S B 1 AL 
Green COWAN Brother M S B 15 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Samuel CAMBELL Self M M B 31 AL 
Virginia CAMBELL Wife F M B 23 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

John POLLARD Self M M B 36 GA 
Mary POLLARD Wife F M B 25 AL 
John POLLARD Son M S B 10 AL 
James POLLARD Son M S B 5 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Charles A. BELL Self M M W 35 AL 
Rebecca BELL Wife F M W 25 AL 
Deward BELL Son M S W 8 AL 
Claud BELL Son M S W 6 AL 
Ewing BELL Son M S W 5 AL 
Minnie BELL Dau F S W 2 AL 
Arthur BELL Son M S W 3M AL 
     

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Charles COWAN Self M M B 45 AL 
Harriett COWAN Wife F M B 40 AL 
Rella COWAN Dau F S B 20 AL 
Scott COWAN Son M S B 15 AL 
Lizzie COWAN Dau F S B 12 AL 
Charles COWAN Son M S B 9 AL 
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Wesley COWAN Son M S B 4 AL 
Henderson CAULIMORE Other M M B 26 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Munroe TIMMONS Self M M B 36 AL 
Harriet TIMMONS Wife F M B 23 AL 
Gracie TIMMONS Dau F S B 2 AL 
Charles HOGAN Other M S B 22 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Margaret CLEMENT Self F W B 45 AL 
Felix CLEMENT Son M S B 12 AL 
Lottie CLEMENT Dau F S B 8 AL 
King GUIMEL Other M W B 44 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Sallie BELL Self F W W 55 AL 
Stanhope BELL Son M S W 27 AL 
Zera BELL Dau F S W 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Fannie BELL Self F W B 28 AL 
Houston BELL Son M S B 8 AL 
Rosa BELL Dau F S B 4 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Frank BELL Self M W B 65 AL 
Frank BELL Son M S B 12 AL 
Charles BELL Son M S B 10 AL 
Samuel BAILIE Other M S B 25 AL 
  

 

Of course, the “Austin Groors” listed above had a wife recorded as “Parilia”, 

not “Kate” per the marriage license.  It may be that her name was actually 

Kate Parilia Moore, but that is only conjecture.  Kate may have also died and 

Parilia may be a second wife.  At this stage of research, only guesswork 

prevails in this matter. 
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The 1880 census for Madison County AL does not have any listings for a 

GROVES family, per a search of the Ancestry.com database.  There are a 

few GROVER families listed, but only one that is headed by a black male 

old enough to have served in the Civil War.  That one is Henry GROVER, 

age 50 in 1880 (see page 4 of the census excerpts below).  Since it is often 

difficult to ascertain whether the census enumerator’s writing was spelling 

GROVES or GROVER, it is possible that Henry “Grover” was either an 

older brother or the father of Austin Groves.  The entry for Henry Grover 

shows that he lived among many other known residents of the pre-arsenal 

lands in 1880.  The 1880 wife named Jane may be a second wife, 

considering the age difference from Henry.  The excerpted census records 

for Henry Grover and his near neighbors are provided here in case some 

future information may confirm the connection to AUSTIN GROVES. 

 

 

1880 Census records from Family History Resource disks produced by the 

Latter Day Saints church: 

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Jerry HORTON Self M S B 25 AL 
Mattie HORTON Sister F S B 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

I. A. LANIER Self M S W 63 TN 
Mary LANIER Other F W B 75 TN 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Ann TONEY Self F W B 48 GA 
Percy TONEY Son M M B 24 AL 
Olie TONEY Dau F S MU 18 AL 
Alexander TONEY Son M S MU 11 AL 
Charity TONEY Dau F S MU 8 AL 
William TONEY Son M S MU 6 AL 
Sallie TONEY DauL F M MU 18 AL 
Late TONEY Other M S B 22 AL 
Look HORTON Other M S B 15 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

W. H. LANIER Self M M W 60 TN 
Rena J. LANIER Wife F M W 47 AL 
Mollie D. LANIER Dau F S W 22 AL 
Rena S. LANIER Dau F S W 19 AL 
Lucy LANIER Dau F S W 13 AL 
Birdie LANIER Dau F S W 17 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Milton LANIER Self M M B 36 AL 
Rebecca LANIER Wife F M B 32 AL 
James LANIER Son M S B 15 AL 
Emily LANIER Dau F S B 12 AL 
Mary LANIER Dau F S B 8 AL 
Mattie LANIER Dau F S B 6 AL 
Ida LANIER Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Jarret JONES Self M M B 80 NC 
Violette JONES Wife F M B 69 NC 
   

 

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Albert LANIER Self M M B 49 AL 
Veiny LANIER Wife F M B 40 AL 
Jerry LANIER Son M S B 12 AL 
Julia LANIER Dau F S B 10 AL 
Charity LANIER Dau F S B 8 AL 
Ben Anna LANIER Dau F S B 6 AL 
James TONEY SSon M S MU 20 AL 
Virginia TONEY SDau F S MU 16 AL 
Thomas CAVER Other M S B 22 AL 
Jerry HORTON Other M S B 19 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Frank HORTON Self M M B 46 AL 
Margaret HORTON Wife F M MU 37 AL 
Alice HORTON Dau F S MU 18 AL 
Lacy LIGHTFOOT Other F S B 18 AL 
Sophiah HORTON Mother F W B 65 AL 
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John KING Other M S B 15 AL 
Claricy ALLEN Aunt F W B 70 AL 
Leneya JORDAN Nephew M S B 3 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Barret JACOBS Self M M MU 28 AL 
Kittie JACOBS Wife F M MU 20 AL 
Kittie JACOBS Dau F S MU 5M AL 
     

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

William SIMPSON Self M M B 45 AL 
Caroline SIMPSON Wife F M B 45 AL 
Ada SIMPSON Dau F S B 8 AL 
Nancy SIMPSON Dau F S B 5 AL 
Margarett SIMPSON Dau F S B 3 AL 
Cora SIMPSON Dau F S B 1 AL 
Sallie MURPHEY Niece F W B 19 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Isaac RIGHT Self M M B 32 AL 
Louisa RIGHT Wife F M B 45 AL 
John RIGHT SSon M S B 16 AL 
Mary RIGHT Dau F S B 9 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Ephram LYNCH Self M M B 26 AL 
Caroline LYNCH Wife F M B 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      

 Relation Sex  Marr  Race Age Birthplace 

Henry GROVER Self M M B 50 AL 
Jane GROVER                                      Wife   F    M      B    35 AL 
Willie GROVER                                      Son   M    S      B    10 AL 
Sarah GROVER                                     Dau   F    S      B      8 AL 
Rufus GROVER                                     Son   M    S      B      7 AL 
 Aen GROVER                                      Son   M    S      B      5 AL 
Teesh GROVER                                    Son   M    S      B      3 AL 
Berry GROVER                                      Son   M    S      B      1 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Prince FENNEL Self M M B 28 AL 
Emma FENNEL Wife F M B 28 AL 
Susan FENNEL Dau F S B 4 AL 
Leila FENNEL Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Claricy HORTON Self F W B 40 AL 
Malinda HORTON Mother F W B 63 AL 
Henry HORTON Son M S B 20 AL 
Percy HORTON Son M S B 13 AL 
Walter HORTON Son M S B 5 AL 
George HORTON Son M S B 3 AL 
John HORTON Son M S B 1M AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Willie LYNCH Self M M B 45 AL 
Francis LYNCH Wife F M B 30 AL 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

The 1900 Madison County census image for Triana Precinct 7 shows Henry 

Groves on Line 24 (in the middle of the page) as a widowed uncle in the 

household of Mose Patton: 
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The 1870 Jackson County (Township 4, Range 3 area) census shows Austin 

Groves as age 28 and born in Georgia (per the index interpretation): 
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In the mortgage instrument below, Austin Groves and his wife on February 

25 of 1875 borrow $75 from Thomas Jamar against all of the cotton and 

corn crops and other personal property that Austin has on the “Lewis 

Plantation”.  That would be the land of Meriwether Anderson Lewis, which 

was located at the south end of the International Airport runways today. 
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Austin’s wife was not named in the mortgage instrument, but she was shown 

in the 1880 census image given below.  Her name has already been shown to 

be “Parilia” in the 1880 census data of the Family History Resource disks 

produced by the Latter Day Saints church.  While this image is faint, it 

shows that Austin was born in Alabama, as opposed to the 1870 census 

record that gave his birthplace as Georgia.  Variations of birthplaces for the 

same person between censuses is not unusual, however.  
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As part of the quest to learn more about Austin Groves, local Civil War 

historian Brian Hogan of the Sons of Union Veterans organization was 

contacted for help with learning about his military marker: 

 

(Communication to John P. Rankin by Brian Hogan, March 5, 2003) 

 

John, 

I cannot verify that Austin Groves was in the 42nd USCT! 

The only Austin Groves I can find was in the 66th Ohio Infantry, Co.A 

I've looked at every source I could think of, including Freedman's Bank  

lists and the Slave Genealogy book, without success. 

Perhaps this is a case where one needs to request a service record from  

the National Archives. 

I just don't know where else to go! 

Brian 

 

 

 

On March 9, 2003, John P. Rankin wrote back to Brian Hogan: 

 

Brian -- 

  

Have you considered trying to locate this guy under the name of Groves 

Austin or G. Austin?  There were some Austin families on living on the 

arsenal lands before the Civil War (plantation owner and 

slaveholder Pleasant Austin was the first of the name there), but I never 

noticed any Groves families there.  Maybe the name was incorrectly put on 

the stone, from a military form that required last name first. 

  

Thanks for checking..... 

  

John 
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(Subsequent communication from Brian Hogan, dated March 10, 2003) 

 

John, 

I went back and re-checked my data. Still no Austin Groves or 

Graves or Roves or Raves, and vice-versa. 

I then looked at the roster of the 42nd USCT (1071 names)for 

anyone whose 1st name was Austin, an uncommon name. 

I found 3 men with that 1st name, a Satywhite, a Kemp, and a 

Grose. 

If its anyone, its Austin Grose, Co.A, enlisted as a Private, 

discharged as a Corporal. 

 

These rosters are found on the NPS website, or search for 

"Civil War Soldiers and Sailors", or just "CWSS" on Google. 

The names are taken from the General Index Cards in the 

National Archives so its not unusual to find errors due to 

difficulties in translating sometimes atrocious handwriting. 

 

In this case I suspect that the headstone spelling is probably 

correct, and the Index card is wrong. 

A surer test would be to order service records under both 

names, then see what they find! 

 

Brian 
 

 

 

With this information, some of the Civil War experiences of 

Austin Groves can be approximated by a study of his unit’s 

history, as documented in the “Official Records of the War of 

the Rebellion”, basically a Union account of correspondences 

during the war.  Pertinent pages from these accounts are 

presented below. 
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These last two pages specifically address Company A of the 42
nd

 United 

States Colored Infantry (“US Colored Troops – USCT, per the tombstone).  

This company was enlisted at Chatanooga and remained there throughout 

the war – at least for the time that the company existed, from October of 

1864 to June of 1865.  The only exception was two 15-mile marches to 

“Gordon’s Mill” and back, giving a total march of 30 miles twice.  The 

remainder of the time was given to “garrison duty” or “fatigue duty”, 

maintaining the “Sanitary Gardens” (latrines?) and other labor on 

fortifications of the post.  As the Union correspondence showed, the 

company consisted of black men considered to be invalids or otherwise unfit 

for regular combat field duties.  These men were generally recruited in 

northern Alabama and Georgia, according to the Union notes.  Austin 

Groves is not specifically mentioned in the correspondences, but anyone 

who may be sufficiently concerned with the details of his personal activities 

and any particular health problems or handicaps that he may have had can 

acquire his service records.  At least the Union accounts provide some 

insights not commonly known regarding the fact that (stated “in Missouri”) 

some of the slave owners actually paid their slaves “fair wages”, treating 

them almost as indentured servants until they accumulated sufficient funds 

to buy their freedom.  That was noted as a reason for slow recruitment for 

the black units among Southern slaves.  Austin Groves now rests in a very 

peaceful setting, with the war and old plantation system long gone. 

 

 

Prepared by John P. Rankin, September 11, 2005 


