AUSTIN GROVES CEMETERY, 67-2

Summary Report

The only inscribed tombstone in this large cemetery is shown below:
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Groves Cemetery, E/2 of S14-45-2W,
Redstone Arsenal, Madison County AL, March 4, 2003



The cemetery is large enough to hold several hundred graves, if full. There
are several grave depressions, but little indication of a full graveyard.
Considering the location in the “saddle” between two hills or small
mountains, the site may have been associated with a settlement and / or
church in the area in the distant past. Obviously, the have a cemetery of this
size, the immediate area had to have enjoyed a significant population. Since
the confluence of two creeks is nearby, there would have been an ample
water supply to support a large community. It is even possible that the
cemetery was for the early black citizens (and slaves) of the Triana area.
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Groves Cemetery, Redstone Arsenal TA6 Madlson

At the time that the cemetery was visited, storms had toppled some trees
onto the surrounding fence. The arsenal staff periodically repairs and
maintains the fence, so it has probably been repaired now.
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While the Austin Groves military tombstone is the only inscribed marker in

the cemetery, there are a few graves set off by fieldstones. Some of them are
shown in the photos below.
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The above photo shows a stone used for the headstone (the larger one at

right) and another used for a footstone (at left). The “stick” between them is

an ordinary garden hoe handle with the blade removed. It is used as a tool

for indicating lengths in photos and for finding and flipping stones that are
buried beneath leaves or soil. The same hoe handle is shown in the photo
below, where more stones were found piled near the base of a tree. It is not
known whether or not these stones indicate another burial at the spot.
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The marriage license for Austin Groves to Kate Moore is shown below. It is
dated 20 March 1871, but there was no return for its solemnization. That
should not be taken as an indication that they never actually married, as
often the older records were never completed and filed, especially for
“colored” of the time, as indicated on this license.



't of sg;d:qounty,- this 2= day of Zc e, ok 18]/

Marriage Book 5, License # 1102 Austln Groves &'Kate Moore

As research was undertaken into the public records of Austin Groves, it
became apparent that the name was often misunderstood by the clerks, who
probably phonetically spelled what they thought they heard in the rural black
pronunciations. There was no Groves family as such in the 1880 census of
Madison County. However, the entry for “Austin Groors” (as seen below)
Is almost certainly the record for Austin Groves. First of all, the given name
“Austin” was rarely used during the period. Secondly, the census entry is on
a page that contains many of the families known to have inhabited the area
around the cemetery that became arsenal lands.

1880 Family History Resource disk contents, produced by the Latter Day
Saints church:

Census Place: Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 136B

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Wesley J. LANDMAN SefM M W 43 AL
Marian LANDMAN wifeF M W 31 AL
Mattie LANDMAN DauF S W 8 AL
Virginia LANDMAN DauF S W 6 AL



Nancy LANDMAN DauF S W 4 AL
Refave LANDMAN SonM S W 2 AL
Lucinda TIMMONS Other F M B 45 AL
Frank TIMMONS OtherM M B 61 AL
Marian TIMMONS OtherF S B 9 AL
Joseph TIMMONS OtherM S B 8 AL
Mark GUNNAL OtherM S B 25 AL
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 136B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Alen CASH SelfM M B 35 AL
Betsie CASH WifeF M B 35 AL
Sallie CASH DauF S B 10 AL
Mariah CASH DauF S B 8 AL
Sandy CASH SonM S B 7 AL
Mary CASH DauF S B 5 AL
Alberta CASH DauF S B 3 AL
Alen CASH SonM S B 1 AL
Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 136B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Frank JACOBS SelfM M MU 25 AL
Liza JACOBS WwifeF M B 25 TN
Madora JACOBS DauF S B 8 AL
Francis JACOBS DauF S B 1 AL
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 136B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Robert GREY SelfM M B 28 AL
Fannie GREY WifeF M B 22 AL
Laura GREY DauF S B 6 AL
Lucilla GREY DauF S B 3 AL
Lillie GREY DauF S B 5M AL
Margaret GREY Sister F W B 52 AL
Lee GREY NephewM S B 18 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 136B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
William LOWE SelfM M B 40 AL
Margaret LOWE Wife F M B 50 AL
P LOWE SonM S B 10 AL
LOWE DauF S B 8 AL




Census Place:Madison, Alabama

Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Nancy LEWIS Self F W B 45 AL
Sam LEWIS SonM S B 15 AL
Ruben LEWIS SonM S B 3 AL
Malinda LEWIS Mother F W B ... VA
Addie LEWIS Niece F S B 18 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
John THORMTON SelfM M B 50 AL
Virginia THORMTON WifeF M B 38 AL
Celtia THORMTON DauF S B 14 AL
Mahala THORMTON DauF S B 12 AL
Lucy THORMTON DauF S B 11 AL
Thornton THORMTON SonM S B 10 AL
Earnest THORMTON SonM S B 8 AL
Coleman THORMTON SonM S B 6 AL
Siam THORMTON SonM S B 2 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Austin GROORS SelfM M B 32 AL
Parilia GROORS Wife F M B 28 AL
Hendesson CAMEL OtherM S B 10 AL
Hayes BANUT NephewM S B 3 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Davis CAMBELL SelfM M B 53 AL
Daisie CAMBELL WifeF M B 28 AL
Alls CAMBELL SonM S B 9 AL
David CAMBELL SonM S B 7 AL
Zackaus CAMBELL SonM S B 5 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Zeb. JOINER SelffM M MU 23 AL
Lizzie JOINER Wwife F M MU 22 AL
Arthor JOINER SonM S MU ™ AL



Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Solomon LEMORE SelfM M MU 28 AL
Rodie LEMORE Wife F M MU 26 AL
James LEMORE SonM S MU 1 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Joseph NICKOLS SelfM M MU 59 AL
Nancy NICKOLS Wife F M MU 58 AL
Walker NICKOLS SonM S MU 13 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
James LACY SelfM M MU 40 AL
Prissilla LACY Wife F M MU 39 AL
Nellie LACY DauF S MU 18 AL
Wyatt LACY SonM S MU 14 AL
Amanda LACY DauF S MU 12 AL
Margaret LACY Dau F S MU 10 AL
Francis LACY Dau F S MU 8 AL
Thomas LACY SonM S MU 6 AL
Edith LACY DauF S MU 4 AL
Russel LOWE OtherM M B 41 AL
Flora LOWE Other F M B 29 AL
Anna LOWE Other F S B 8 AL
Sophia LOWE OtherF S B 6 AL
Matilda LACY Mother F W MU 60 AL

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Will T. WILLIAMS SelfM M B 35 AL
Nancy WILLIAMS Wife F M B 24 AL
Trustie WILLIAMS SonM S B 4 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137D

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Lucy BILLUPS Self F W B 47 AL
Peggie BILLUPS DauF S B 27 AL
Amanda BILLUPS DauF S B 17 AL
Fannie BILLUPS DauF S B 12 AL
Moses BILLUPS SonM S B 8 AL



Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama

Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137D
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Stephen QUAIM SelfM M B 39 VA
Prissilla QUAIM WifeF M B 37 AL
Adaline QUAIM DauF S B 16 AL
Liza QUAIM DauF S B 14 AL
Margaret QUAIM DauF S B 12 AL
Perks BEARD OtherM S B 26 AL
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137D
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Richie TIMIS SelfM M B 23 VA
Sarah TIMIS WifeF M B 21 AL
Angeline TIMIS DauF S B 4 AL
Francis CULP MotherL F W B 45 AL
Marthy CULP SisterLF S B 5 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137D
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Munro BELL SelfM M B 48 AL
Sarah BELL WwifeF M B 35 AL
William BELL SonM S B 6 AL
Munro BELL SonM S B 1 AL
Francis LIGHTFOOT Niece F W B 28 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 137D
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
John MARLIN SelfM M B 35 AL
Laura MARLIN WifeF M B 32 VA
Susan MARLIN DauF S B 15 AL
William MARLIN SonM S B 8 AL
Julia MARLIN DauF S B 7 AL
Mary MARLIN DauF S B 5 AL
Ida MARLIN DauF S B 2 AL
Sallie MARLIN Aunt F W B 80 NC
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Thomas DAVIDSON SefM M B 20 AL
Mary DAVIDSON WifeF M B 18 AL
Julia DAVIDSON Sister F S B 18 AL
Matilda DAVIDSON Mother F W B 55 AL
Alfred BLACK CousinM S B 21 AL
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Andrew COWAN SelfM M B 25 AL
Berry COWAN BrotherM M B 28 AL
Mahala COWAN WifeF M B 23 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Berta COWAN Self F M B 23 AL
Rosa COWAN DauF S B 1 AL
Green COWAN BrotherM S B 15 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Samuel CAMBELL SelfM M B 31 AL
Virginia CAMBELL Wife F M B 23 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
John POLLARD SelfM M B 36 GA
Mary POLLARD Wife F M B 25 AL
John POLLARD Son M S B 10 AL
James POLLARD SonM S B 5 AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Charles A. BELL SelfM M W 35 AL
Rebecca BELL WifeF M W 25 AL
Deward BELL SonM S W 8 AL
Claud BELL SonM S W 6 AL
Ewing BELL SonrM S W 5 AL
Minnie BELL DauF S W 2 AL
Arthur BELL SonrM S W 3M AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Charles COWAN SelfM M B 45 AL
Harriett COWAN Wife F M B 40 AL
Rella COWAN DauF S B 20 AL
Scott COWAN SonM S B 15 AL
Lizzie COWAN DauF S B 12 AL
Charles COWAN SonM S B 9 AL
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Wesley COWAN SonM S B 4 AL
Henderson CAULIMORE OtherM M B 26 AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Munroe TIMMONS SelfM M B 36 AL
Harriet TIMMONS wifeF M B 23 AL
Gracie TIMMONS DauF S B 2 AL
Charles HOGAN OtherM S B 22 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Margaret CLEMENT Self F W B 45 AL
Felix CLEMENT SonM S B 12 AL
Lottie CLEMENT DauF S B 8 AL
King GUIMEL OtherM W B 44 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Sallie BELL Self F W W 55 AL
Stanhope BELL SonM S W 27 AL
Zera BELL DauF S W 18 AL

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Fannie BELL Self F W B 28 AL
Houston BELL SonM S B 8 AL
Rosa BELL DauF S B 4 AL

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 138A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Frank BELL SelfM W B 65 AL
Frank BELL SonM S B 12 AL
Charles BELL SonM S B 10 AL
Samuel BAILIE OtherM S B 25 AL

Of course, the “Austin Groors” listed above had a wife recorded as “Parilia”,
not “Kate” per the marriage license. It may be that her name was actually
Kate Parilia Moore, but that is only conjecture. Kate may have also died and
Parilia may be a second wife. At this stage of research, only guesswork
prevails in this matter.
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The 1880 census for Madison County AL does not have any listings for a
GROVES family, per a search of the Ancestry.com database. There are a
few GROVER families listed, but only one that is headed by a black male

old enough to have served in the Civil War. That one is Henry GROVER,

age 50 in 1880 (see page 4 of the census excerpts below). Since it is often
difficult to ascertain whether the census enumerator’s writing was spelling
GROVES or GROVER, it is possible that Henry “Grover” was either an
older brother or the father of Austin Groves. The entry for Henry Grover
shows that he lived among many other known residents of the pre-arsenal
lands in 1880. The 1880 wife named Jane may be a second wife,
considering the age difference from Henry. The excerpted census records
for Henry Grover and his near neighbors are provided here in case some
future information may confirm the connection to AUSTIN GROVES.

1880 Census records from Family History Resource disks produced by the

Latter Day Saints church:

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 132A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Jerry HORTON SelfM S B 25 AL
Mattie HORTON Sister F S B 18 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 132A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
I. A. LANIER SelfM S W 63 TN
Mary LANIER Other F W B 75 TN

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 132A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Ann TONEY Self F W B 48 GA
Percy TONEY SonM M B 24 AL
Olie TONEY Dau F S MU 18 AL
Alexander TONEY SonM S MU 11 AL
Charity TONEY Dau F S MU 8 AL
William TONEY SonM S MU 6 AL
Sallie TONEY DauL F M MU 18 AL
Late TONEY OtherM S B 22 AL
Look HORTON OtherM S B 15 AL
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama

Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 132A
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
W. H. LANIER SelfM M W 60 TN
Rena J. LANIER Wife F M W 47 AL
Mollie D. LANIER DauF S W 22 AL
Rena S. LANIER DauF S W 19 AL
Lucy LANIER DauF S W 13 AL
Birdie LANIER DauF S W 17 AL
Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 132B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Milton LANIER SelfM M B 36 AL
Rebecca LANIER WifeF M B 32 AL
James LANIER SonM S B 15 AL
Emily LANIER DauF S B 12 AL
Mary LANIER DauF S B 8 AL
Mattie LANIER DauF S B 6 AL
Ida LANIER DauF S B 1 AL
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 132B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Jarret JONES SelfM M B 80 NC
Violette JONES WifeF M B 69 NC
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 132B
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Albert LANIER SelfM M B 49 AL
Veiny LANIER WifeF M B 40 AL
Jerry LANIER SonM S B 12 AL
Julia LANIER DauF S B 10 AL
Charity LANIER DauF S B 8 AL
Ben Anna LANIER DauF S B 6 AL
James TONEY SSonM S MU 20 AL
Virginia TONEY Sbau F S MU 16 AL
Thomas CAVER OtherM S B 22 AL
Jerry HORTON OtherM S B 19 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama

Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 132B

RelationSex Marr Race Age

Frank HORTON SefM M B 46
Margaret HORTON Wife F M MU 37
Alice HORTON Dau F S MU 18
Lacy LIGHTFOOT Other F S B 18
Sophiah HORTON Mother F W B 65

Birthplace
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
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John KING OtherM S B 15 AL
Claricy ALLEN Aunt F W B 70 AL
Leneya JORDAN NephewM S B 3 AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 134A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Barret JACOBS SefM M MU 28 AL
Kittie JACOBS wife F M MU 20 AL
Kittie JACOBS DauF S MU ©5M AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 134A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

William SIMPSON SelfM M B 45 AL
Caroline SIMPSON Wife F M B 45 AL
Ada SIMPSON DauF S B 8 AL
Nancy SIMPSON DauF S B 5 AL
Margarett SIMPSON DauF S B 3 AL
Cora SIMPSON DauF S B 1 AL
Sallie MURPHEY Niece F W B 19 AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 134A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Isaac RIGHT SelfM M B 32 AL
Louisa RIGHT Wife F M B 45 AL
John RIGHT SSonM S B 16 AL
Mary RIGHT DauF S B 9 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 134A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Ephram LYNCH SelfM M B 26 AL
Caroline LYNCH Wife F M B 18 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 134A

Relation Sex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Henry GROVER SelfM M B 50 AL
Jane GROVER Wife F M B 35 AL
Willie GROVER Son M S B 10 AL
Sarah GROVER Dau F S B 8 AL
Rufus GROVER Son M S B 7 AL
Aen GROVER Son M S B 5 AL
Teesh GROVER Son M S B 3 AL
Berry GROVER Son M S B 1 AL
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 134A

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Prince FENNEL SelfM M B 28 AL
Emma FENNEL WifeF M B 28 AL
Susan FENNEL DauF S B 4 AL
Leila FENNEL DauF S B 1 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Fim T9-0021  Page 134B

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Claricy HORTON Self F W B 40 AL
Malinda HORTON Mother F W B 63 AL
Henry HORTON SonM S B 20 AL
Percy HORTON SonM S B 13 AL
Walter HORTON SonrM S B 5 AL
George HORTON SonrM S B 3 AL
John HORTON SonrM S B 1M AL

Census Place:Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254021 National Archives Film T9-0021  Page 134B

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Willie LYNCH SelfM M B 45 AL
Francis LYNCH WwifeF M B 30 AL

The 1900 Madison County census image for Triana Precinct 7 shows Henry

Groves on Line 24 (in the middle of the page) as a widowed uncle in the

household of Mose Patton:
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The 1870 Jackson County (Township 4, Range 3 area) census shows Austin
Groves as age 28 and born in Georgia (per the index interpretation):
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In the mortgage instrument below, Austin Groves and his wife on February
25 of 1875 borrow $75 from Thomas Jamar against all of the cotton and
corn crops and other personal property that Austin has on the “Lewis
Plantation”. That would be the land of Meriwether Anderson Lewis, which
was located at the south end of the International Airport runways today.
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Austin’s wife was not named in the mortgage instrument, but she was shown
in the 1880 census image given below. Her name has already been shown to
be “Parilia” in the 1880 census data of the Family History Resource disks
produced by the Latter Day Saints church. While this image is faint, it
shows that Austin was born in Alabama, as opposed to the 1870 census
record that gave his birthplace as Georgia. Variations of birthplaces for the
same person between censuses is not unusual, however.
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As part of the quest to learn more about Austin Groves, local Civil War
historian Brian Hogan of the Sons of Union Veterans organization was
contacted for help with learning about his military marker:

(Communication to John P. Rankin by Brian Hogan, March 5, 2003)

John,

I cannot verify that Austin Groves was in the 42nd USCT!

The only Austin Groves | can find was in the 66th Ohio Infantry, Co.A
I've looked at every source I could think of, including Freedman's Bank
lists and the Slave Genealogy book, without success.

Perhaps this is a case where one needs to request a service record from
the National Archives.

| just don’t know where else to go!

Brian

On March 9, 2003, John P. Rankin wrote back to Brian Hogan:

Brian --

Have you considered trying to locate this guy under the name of Groves
Austin or G. Austin? There were some Austin families on living on the
arsenal lands before the Civil War (plantation owner and

slaveholder Pleasant Austin was the first of the name there), but | never
noticed any Groves families there. Maybe the name was incorrectly put on
the stone, from a military form that required last name first.

Thanks for checking.....

John
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(Subsequent communication from Brian Hogan, dated March 10, 2003)

John,

I went back and re-checked my data. Still no Austin Groves or
Graves or Roves or Raves, and vice-versa.

| then looked at the roster of the 42nd USCT (1071 names)for
anyone whose 1st name was Austin, an uncommon name.

| found 3 men with that 1st name, a Satywhite, a Kemp, and a
Grose.

If its anyone, its Austin Grose, Co.A, enlisted as a Private,
discharged as a Corporal.

These rosters are found on the NPS website, or search for
""Civil War Soldiers and Sailors™, or just ""CWSS" on Google.
The names are taken from the General Index Cards in the
National Archives so its not unusual to find errors due to
difficulties in translating sometimes atrocious handwriting.

In this case | suspect that the headstone spelling is probably
correct, and the Index card is wrong.

A surer test would be to order service records under both
names, then see what they find!

Brian

With this information, some of the Civil War experiences of
Austin Groves can be approximated by a study of his unit’s
history, as documented in the “Official Records of the War of
the Rebellion”, basically a Union account of correspondences
during the war. Pertinent pages from these accounts are
presented below.
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i LoUISVILLE, KY., June

; M. STANTON) a3
Hon. EPWIN Seeretary of War: ‘

SIR: ether six regiments of colored troo :
mgn#l at%gd distributed—one at Memphis, two at ]
ort Hudson, and one ab Baton Rouge. _
“There are eighty-three recruits at Saint Louis toward
of the seventh regiment. The number of able-bodied in
souri is less than 3,000, and General Pile is of opinion that r

han 1,000 can be recruited, as many of them are employed | A

OWners ab fair wages. er the organization of the se
mﬁ%recmits to fill up the regiments fro
in the field. I propose to send General Pile into the field
have little further to do, and the senior field officer of |
regiment can superintend the service. General Thomas F
18 raising a regiment in Missouri at large ; has about 200 men.
(decidedly of opinion that but one regiment should be in pz
formation at the same time. Either give all the recruits &z
Ewing or transfer his men to the seventh regiment.
In Middle and East Tennessee we have the following eolor
Nashville there are the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Regi
organized, reporting to the chief quartermaster for labo
‘ment, Also the One hundredth Regiment, organized
,Mmiﬁsi)tully; also two companies of the Fortieth
4]‘mphl'lo ably be ordered to East Tennessee to fill th
- 30 Meigs’ Light Battery A, Second U. 8. Colore
 qeompanies of an organized regiment in the
nggn_ the line of the Nashville and North
e Twe Regiments, fully o
4 duty rom N

A

)
.

th and Thirteenth Re
npon the line of railroad fro

WAR OF THE REBELLION, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES,
published by The National Historical Society, Gettysburg, PA, 1892, Series III, Vol. IV, Serial No. 125, page 433
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RESPONDENCE, ETC,

perform their fair share of 14
hard labor—in many ins AT
their former owners, B

. m be, very respectfully, your obedlent
A1 THOMAS
Zagutant,-., :

[Inclosure.]

P‘»..“.

WAR OF THE REBELLION, OFF!CIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES
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on reporting at Na,sh
ered bo co-opemm, f
pposed rded

o
d payment of colored emplo .&'
d of officers’ servants. (Se
Department of the Cumberla
board had been constituted, ;
of officers and enlisted men. .
ination is annexed,
ment had been raised—the prese
named the Second Alabama.
aborers upon fortifications ubon
\force impressed in the summer o
‘within the province of this
ch this body of men whil
pon this matter hm'e been '
nt to say that the ehange from their
g J;%ceived as laborers to that th
 them

OF THE RE on,omcmnsoonnsosmunoumoommnmmn
publishedbyTheN Historical Sodiety, Gettysburg, PA, 1892, Series II1, Vd. IV, Serial No, 125, page 763



‘uit, if thought best.
developed in General Orders, No.
r for Organization U. S. Colored Troops
S were ordered to be made by the nascen
1l who desired, of the negroes found o
S WEI'G pressed. ST
5 organized, were generally assigned to 80
ere miser%‘: and their practica aeqtirganin_"' ¥
s began at once, :

LABOR,

hirteenth regiments were station
Al as laborers, and as

R OF THE REBELLION, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES,
published by The Nation Histoncal Socicly, Gettydurg, PA. 1892, Sones IT1, vol. IV. Serlal NG 125, page 764
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econtraband camp at this place
ourth Regiment was authorized to
omas, commanding Department
March 2, 1564, It was at Cl
he middle of July moved to
ed to the minimum.

ted in Kentucky. org
to report to me for recruiting-
there being a demand for more
tern Railroad, on the 9th of A
" er-General Webster, chief

WAR OF THE REBELLION, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIE
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TR

rms No. 1 (Colored B

T p———

) recruits sen O}
this command, filling the battalion 1
nd of Major Grosskopg. o ‘on‘m ;

are some men for the second battalion, Jog

Tennesseean, received permission in uary

- v of light artillery at thnl: place. 'l‘hiimils Bi
8. Colored Artillery (Light). The battery

oned here. It has but recently gotten horses,

"“3!1 riaiﬁva.need in the school of the piece and |

RECRUITING.

ing to _enlis ay be recruited.
ireau), are awarded wheneve

_ & 8300 compensation.
EXAMINING BOARD.
already stated, upon Major Stearns reportin

an examining board had been in session at Stevs
st:mment annexed shows their operations.*

board at Nashville was origina! y .

examining
1863, l()ly General Gordon Granger, comman
berland, under orders from Major-General R

Hng recruiting are that any

e present rules gover: ‘
t E KEEiucEi Ena Tennessce may put, his slave into

. Frequent inquiries, by the way, are made as to

b 4
WAR OF THE REBELLION, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES,
published by The National Historical Socety, Gettysburg, PA, 1852, Series 111, Vol. IV, Serial No. 125, page 766
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JT

examining board was orgar
‘Department of the Cumb

ior Stearns, Surgeons Law

tharson, Fourth Tennessee Vi

r Volunteers; Assistant 'va%oons‘ :
e connected hﬁmﬂth. . h‘ﬁ

sinted six surgeons, seven assistan
stewards. N

APPOINTMENTS.

| full list of appointments to regiments of colored t
! ‘annexed.* The total number fallg
these, between fifty and six o8 :

ptant-Genera! of the Army for ap 0int
or regiments, and also a few names to I
ommanding U. 8. colored troops in Tenn
ments in West Tennessee.
he largest portions of thege appoin
ve passed an examining . WA
or are of men deserving, according
¢ than that originally given to them.

REMAINING UNAPPO :

’ v :\
WAR OF THE REBELLION, OFFICIAL RECORDS ! FEDE
bished 5
pul R The Nefions: HISIEIed Sty ertyaiurg, PA, 1892 Sonee THL vk, . Soria o 125 page 767




1 here, inasmuch as the people of Ken
there should be armed negroes in their Stat
nd the recruiting was begun there in April.
6 the One hundredth U, S, Colored Infantry

received numerous letters from loyal Kentuek
iation of colored regiments in their State,
of mine to the chief of the Colored Bureaur
‘reeruit in that State, dated June 7, 1864, wa
to consult with the Adjutant-General at
that order I visited General Thomas an
__General Burbridge did me the honor to reques
t into Kentucky to superintend the organization of
ere. But General Thomas preferred that I should
essee. General Burbridge also declined the
ents supported by the Boston committee
und that their labors were superfluous, as
80 rapidly, and were calculated to aws
ns

time to this, beyond an oceasional answer 0
- ,’imy opinion, &c., on certain matters o
d the furnishing of names of passed #

il for appointment into Kentucky e
o with recruiting colored troops in K

"”"imm‘rmc FOR LOYAL STATES.
‘.’fﬁ I ¥ oA $ 3 "4
| States

F THE REE, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES,
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g among agents, unfair mess
ons to have been ingli:od‘ --‘j:
or of several officers has been eomn
men who cared nothing for |
oops, and were only interested
very few of the many dollars
‘into the recruits’ pockets; the ag

.
Are

| Sherman’s chief of staff, declining
nts going South or substitute brok

@ prospects for recruiting in Geo
ames the offensive and penetrates
h, the horde of negroes driven before Ii
d made available. Some 5,000 laborers
ent in the ficld of General Shermans arm
ained (as I understand General Sherman’
bordinates) we shall be permitted to recr
authority given me last spring i
‘Alabama, 1 kept till near the fall
Not 80 many negroes came into Shermna
pply the natural decrease of teamsters,

THE PROSPECTS IN Tmnsﬁpiﬁ; '

,ilfe;&ilvisnhle aftfx}" the me
e, 10 n others. There cané
h f‘.'g" bers as to warrant the fo
¢h recruiting, and it
¢ Governor of Tennessee,
ve all colored recruitin
son, As it is, there
bouts
into some

THE REBELLION, OFFICIAL RECORDS G_;E UNION AND CONFE ARMIES,
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earn and willing to do their duty, and
en fgood; many have heen weeded
or change for the betfer.
work convinces me that th
y_duties 3 perior_to_white regiments

Troops did interior duty as.
clioved by white troops

k

S Tyepartment S
2 1 L O1Lk
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wom

by General ¢ o
le the location, &,o_,':(l f bl
utant-General visited this place ay
ain Hurst in charge of theeonmﬁf.‘}
imberland. It was the intention
ted somewhere near Gallatin, and e
(;’n l::re. stribution, but Oa,pmn,nm :
pent, &e., of this and other O gl S0
nvestigation by the Hon, M&"@"nm.. nads:
sioners of the War Department, their NM— i)
t the terms of General Thomas' order as to the eree 5“3"{
‘detail of inspecting lieutenants were never o 3
Captain Hurst’s term of service explmd'jn».m; S
ard, Nineteenth U. S. Infantry, was a pomwm
AS aiso appointed colonel of the One hundred and first
subjoin reports of his, showing the number of camps
nder his charge, &c.*  Legitimately and of detail I have never
thing to do with these camps. But as Colonel Barnard’s
ot organized yet and still reports to me, I have had &
of the matter, which I have ondewomi to use to the
of the poor people.
ury agents have in but one or two cases attempted to con-
late contraband camps inht.his department. Military
s the most appropriate for them. o g?
deavored |oln'ce!u(‘el for officers of the One hundred and
lored Infantry, from whomlchiaﬂ)lr.i c;l(l:l: g% i
‘ho y d ex e PR PN MO
camps, men who have ha pe s, possessing

nartermaster and commissary sergeants,
swledge of business than other applicants.

SCHOOLS. _ uﬂ &"
troops to involve lho‘qt;estloal e‘;fvg;:; mg b\iﬂln‘“ pster
race, and accordingly he en the colorett
edueation among tho colored troops and among

7, efforts were made t0 pro(!:w
‘money was also raised throug
permanent basis 8¢
the ivurious regi;::nts W

¢ ment o par '
ite elr:,ga comperl,)enb and hard-wo

by the Pennsylvania I"l‘%‘lin
nd the establishment of sehools e
N N F~| Geo‘.gi“ nnd Alﬂbm 4 ,;: :

. « Omitted.
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fuﬁm to t.he people“
of slave-ownem ;
Ave property roqneatod the
'nu m

nta were chiefly e I{}oyedin nfly

, s are slight causes, but I cannot
were to some extent instrumental
jiublio opinion, patent in the last ye

wﬂ know of no prominent loyal Te
w believe in, advocate, and encourage the

ﬁnoe a State convention was held here by |
vernor Johnson says in an official proclamatior
¢ Union men in their respective counties. Thi
on the Governor to enroll und eall out the black

rmor has ordered their enrollment, and recently b
L in all eases coming before the courts the blacks shall be
& most sweeping and thorough edict of emancip:
5 only to get before a court to bo pronounced j
,'npon the records,

LABOR,

to the operations of this office it mnybe
ressment. of negroes to labor on fortificat
or Stearns procured volunteer labore
jected recruits prior to the formatio
the Government about 10,000 dny&
volunteers for the gun-boats.

MOBU!'I’B FROM THE NORTH.

u! Y

s, Colored

)»,v"\!
14 \ U il
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Until Doctor Clendens,
als had never rec

ce to my books that up'tbth‘;..-.: ‘

s office 1,062 official lette
s of applications to the 1,

MUSTERING.

g of these troops and officers has been done chief I}' 3
esl:v, Thitr;ee(;lt-l; U. lS Colorggs Infangroyl:éundm'g
e has not had clerical fore RERLN O
up with the work done. ¢ enough to keep his records

i .
L -\_f. " Y
1

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

o put upon record my appreciation of the courtesy and
xtended to me by the general commanding the Military
the Mississippi and the departments thereof md’t?ibir

5 A D AT,

to make special recognition of the valuable s

Jorganization Ly Brigadier-General Webster, chief of staff

herman; Lieut-nant-Colonel Bowers, assistant adjutant-
S

the staff of (then Major, now Lieutenant) General
g the Military Division of the Mississippl; Capt. ‘
stant adjutant-general on the staff of MBJOI'-GOMI":};
nd Thomas, successively commanding theDeparhm:m,
nd; Lieutenant-Colonel (now Brevet Bngadlal‘ﬁ:“ o e%
hief quartermaster of this department, an¢ :

Volunteers;
’4

apt. J. F. Rusling: Surgeon Clendenin, U.S.
arcer, editor of the Nashville Times, and Mr. 70
he State. These gentlemen have personallyd ;
nd myself with adviee and sympathy, = ns%m
rees at their command, and have beegt t
colored troops. =
nt, Captain Cochrane, b
 he was detailed to B:_m:; iﬁ =
Major Stearns’ operations in W6 ©,
OJpemtions her?ae from their inceptior.
o, and interested in the work, o
ere the success which 1 think 105

PERSONAL.

P
iz here as Major Stearns
on ul;e Noven{ber Jast, app
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~ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

fully his successor, I have endeay
o an. I have striven to do so:vrftgx 2

A_ moﬁmf a{n} as xlxlmch séngleness of pur >gre:§
- grateful for the confidence with whid &
lg&ilf have honored me. G o
arded the organization of colored troops as g
umanitarian, as well as military measure,and
 of fitting the race freed by this war for their

to impress this view upon the officers appointed
ons, and upon the men themselves, showing them
lion as men would follow the soldier, and I have

labor in this department, more hope and more

29~
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Mmum, ADIUTANT-GENERAL'S o
4 i

Washington, Oclobe
ut.—TInfan

7 : Twenty-ninth (Colored
15 cbmam “Cavalry: I‘lrst.( )

valry First. Second and First East, ¢

¢ Fifty-fourth. Cavalry: Sixth, Sevenih,

aty-f In!antry remuimng in serviee, transfer
th nfanh'y—lmter still in service. -
—Cavalry: Thirteenth. - 48
—Cavalry: Companies L and M, Fifth. This eompl ,,,,,.J
of the regiment. .
ri.—Cavalry: Fonrth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, B
an.—Cavalry: Tenth. .
chusetts.—Cavalry: Fourth, Fifth (Colored).
» York.—Infantry: One hundred and fifty-sixth, One hu
h, One hundred and sixty-first, and One hundred ands
val%a Second Veteran, Fourth Provisional.
¢ valry: Second.
tl’x ‘One hundred and ninety-fon

! —Oavalry Third.
2s.—Infantry: Second, Third, Ei hth
3 weni l'ourth 'l‘wenty-ﬂf&fi A
dim, orty-nrst, For
n -third Seventy-fourth,
ne hundred and tweuty-
undred P}nd twenty-aeventho
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AN ';'-A’. Y ’F’ Y,

giment was organized unde”-'v'o‘
e Army, dated February 1

olored me
he ordmary fatigue duties of a mxhtary

oregoing will be embodied in every: sta ,fxr.lent' f ser:

reglment remained in camp in the performance of camp/. :
fatlgue duties in Sanitary Gardens and Quartennaster’%f

¢ at Chattanooga, Tennessee, September-October 1864"11"
the last two months the regiment has been engaged in
ue duty in the Staff Departments and.m tl}e S’ nital

SUPPLEMENT TO THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES, Part II
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ached service at' United States
, Tennessee since b

SUPPLEMENT TO THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES Part II
Record of Events, Vol. 78, Serial No. 90, published by Broadfoot Publishing Co. of Wlmington NC, 1998

41



Stationed at Chattanooga, Tem“ e
[31], 1864, € J

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, November-D
Thxs command has been stanoned at Chattano

picket duty, taking almost all the men for duty' i
commanded the company since December 1, 1864
Orders No. 33, Headquarters, Forty-second United
ored Infantry, Chattanooga, Tennessee, dated December

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, January-February 655:

The history of Company A, Forty-second United tates
ored Infantry, is as follows: two-thirds of the [men] for
have been at work upon the fortifications of Chattanoo

on the following occasions, Viz.:
January 4.— The company marched to Gordon’s

returned.
January 6.— Marched to Gordon’s Mills and retm'ned,‘

fifteen miles, total distance Sixty miles.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tenness :
April 5.— Company A, orty-secon‘d o
Infantry, has been engaged in garrison du -
nessee until this date, when it was detached
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MENT — RECORDS OF EVENTS — VoL uy 7,

)Ha | Head quarters, District of Etowah, April § 1865
: ’ » dt

: '-~’ﬁD hed at work in the Umted States Sanitary Garden Since

i SUPPLEMENT TO THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES, Part II
Record of Events, Vol. 78, Serial No. 90, published by Broadfoot Publishing Co. of Wilmington NC, 1998

These last two pages specifically address Company A of the 42" United
States Colored Infantry (“US Colored Troops — USCT, per the tombstone).
This company was enlisted at Chatanooga and remained there throughout
the war — at least for the time that the company existed, from October of
1864 to June of 1865. The only exception was two 15-mile marches to
“Gordon’s Mill” and back, giving a total march of 30 miles twice. The
remainder of the time was given to “garrison duty” or “fatigue duty”,
maintaining the “Sanitary Gardens” (latrines?) and other labor on
fortifications of the post. As the Union correspondence showed, the
company consisted of black men considered to be invalids or otherwise unfit
for regular combat field duties. These men were generally recruited in
northern Alabama and Georgia, according to the Union notes. Austin
Groves is not specifically mentioned in the correspondences, but anyone
who may be sufficiently concerned with the details of his personal activities
and any particular health problems or handicaps that he may have had can
acquire his service records. At least the Union accounts provide some
Insights not commonly known regarding the fact that (stated “in Missouri”)
some of the slave owners actually paid their slaves “fair wages”, treating
them almost as indentured servants until they accumulated sufficient funds
to buy their freedom. That was noted as a reason for slow recruitment for
the black units among Southern slaves. Austin Groves now rests in a very
peaceful setting, with the war and old plantation system long gone.

Prepared by John P. Rankin, September 11, 2005
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