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DICKSON – RANKIN   CEMETERY, 87 - 2 
 

Summary   Report 

 
 

 

 

The communication inserted below provides a verbal overview of this 

cemetery located in the southeast quarter of Section 21, Township 5, Range 

1 West: 

 

 
 

From: Dennis W Simpson  
To: jprankin@knology.net  
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2004 2:37 PM 
Subject: Re: CD 
 

John, 

  

The last burial at the Simpson Cemetery was that of Henry Clay Simpson who died 

February 26, 1918 at his home near Green Grove, Alabama.  According to Ed Peters, 

Public Affairs Office at Redstone Arsenal in May 1989, he talked to Walter Cooney 

Penland, in 1983, who was then 80 years old a scion of a Madison County pioneer family 

that settled near the Simpson place told him that as a 16 year old he had helped dig the 

grave of a neighbor, Henry Simpson, whom he described as a wealthy bachelor with a 

400 acre farm. 

  

The last burial at the Dickson-Rankin Cemetery was that of Nancy Tyree (Dickson) 

Graham who died October 10, 1891.  Her monument reads: Nancy T. Graham, Relict of 

James B. Graham, Born Amherst County Virginia February 3, 1808, Died October 10, 

1891, Rest in Peace Beloved Mother.  In the monument peak, "Christ Is Our Refuge" is 

inscribed in an arching pattern. 

  

Facing Nancy Graham’s grave is Dickson Graham’s.  (Her son)  It has an ornate white 

marble marker, broken in half in such a manner that the date of death is somewhat 

illegible but appears to read: Dickson Graham, Born February 15, 1837, Died March 11, 

186?  (67).  The face of this marker is raised to represent a scroll (as is Nancy 

Graham’s).  It has a wreath in relief at the top.   

  

Dickson or Dewitt C. Dickson Graham was the first child of James B. and Nancy Tyree 

(Dickson) Graham.  He was, according to the 1860 census of Madison County, a law 

student under the tutorship of David Campbell Humphreys and Edward Dorr Tracy.  He 

was a Lt. in Co. D, Russell’s 4th Alabama Cavalry, CSA.  He was captured and interned 

mailto:ca11812@juno.com
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at Camp Douglas in Chicago.  He caught consumption and died a couple years after the 

war.  His photo, made while he was sitting next to his brother Joe Graham, is on page 

107 in my book about Doctor William Simpson.  

  

About 10 feet laterally from Nancy Graham’s grave is Virginia G. Dickson’s grave.  This 

marker is a tapering cylindrical shaft from which a top fixture of some sort appears to be 

missing.  Inscribed on the shaft:  Virginia G. Dickson, August 22, 1811, March 4, 1877.  

Inscribed on the base: "Having Finished Life’s Duty She Now Sweetly Rests".  This stone 

faces west while the others face east. 

  

The fourth marker is in a corner of the cemetery somewhat apart from the other three.  A 

plain marker in comparison to the others, it reads:  Charles S. Fowler, Born Mobile, Ala. 

March 27, 1827, Died December 11, 1889.   

  

Charles S. Fowler was an educator, the husband of Juriah James (Graham) Fowler, who 

is buried next to her father at the old Somerville Cemetery, Somerville, Morgan County, 

Alabama. 

  

There was a fifth monument for another sister of Nancy and Virginia Dickson, that of 

Sarah A. Dickson, whose birth was recorded on the marker as October 29, 1813, but her 

date of death was not mentioned when the DAR asked Frank Jacobs to record the 

information for them.  Frank was a neighbor of both the Simpson’s and Dickson’s.  He 

was a Free Black, whose ancestor by the name of Jacobs freed his slaves.  Frank was a 

descendant of a White master and a former Black slave.  During the War they helped a 

lot of Slaves in the area with freedom.   

  

Sallie or Sarah A. Dickson was never married.  She resided at the Troup Store in 

Somerville, where she probably died before October 27, 1873, when letters of 

Administration were issued to John Simpson. 

  

I also have some history on the Timmons Cemetery if you need more information on that.  

William H. Timmons was living in the Simpson home after his parents died.  John 

Simpson was his legal guardian. 

  

Dennis 

 

 

 

 

The above communication came as a result of an offer to exchange 

information about pioneers and cemeteries of Redstone Arsenal lands with 

Dennis Simpson of California.  Dennis is a descendant of the Simpson 

family, as represented by the Simpson – Jones Cemetery, 65–3.  He is also 

a thorough and dedicated researcher of the early history of the area, having 

published a book about Doctor William Simpson with many related family 
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details and photographs.  Pertinent pages of his book have been digitally 

photographed and included in this series of Redstone Arsenal cemetery 

Summary Reports, with Dennis’ kind permission. 

 

The subject cemetery appears as shown below: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

After the caption was added to the photo above, Dennis’ communication 

indicated that the tombstone base with no marker would have been for that 

of Sarah A. Dickson, a sister of Nancy and Virginia, who have markers in 

the cemetery.  Additional overviews of the cemetery are provided below: 
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[As previously stated, base is now believed to be for Sarah A. Dickson.] 
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Photos of the remaining tombstones are given below: 
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While there is no known photo of Nancy T. Graham, her husband is shown 

in a photo of his image in a page from Dennis Simpson’s book: 
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Even though James Graham had an imposing image and his family had 

impressive tombstones in the Dickson – Rankin Cemetery, his own 

tombstone in the old Somerville Cemetery in Morgan County was rather 

plain and unimpressive, as shown below: 
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Nancy Tyree Graham is the key to understanding the Dickson – Rankin 

Cemetery.  She was, as Dennis Simpson stated, a Dickson before she 

married James Graham.  The word “Relict” on her tombstone was the old 

term for “widow” and is often found on the older markers.  [The word 

“consort” was used for women who died before their husbands.] 

 

 

 
 

 

 

There are several Ahnentafels found on Ancestry.com’s web pages to trace 

the history of the families represented in this cemetery.  However, the most 

thorough treatment of their history found to date is Dennis William 

Simpson’s book about his ancestor, Madison County pioneer Doctor 

William Simpson.  Pertinent pages of that book have been photographed and 

are included in the CD files given to the Army offices.  In fact, several 

additional resource folders of historical data files have been provided in 

digital form on CDs for the history of the families of this cemetery.   

 

Researchers will find that the history of the Laniers is strongly intertwined 

with the Dickson and Graham history, so review of the various Lanier 

cemetery Summary Reports for Redstone arsenal is also recommended.  In 

particular, William Dickson was the father of Mary D. Lanier of pioneer 

arsenal land days, and Joseph Dickson was the father of Ann D. Lanier.  

There are several extensive Ahnentafels for the Dickson family history 
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included on the CD-ROM provided to the Army offices for expanded 

historical data on the family.  Selected files are included in the pages that 

follow to give a brief overview of the available information that has been 

collected on the Dickson, Graham, and Rankin families for which the 

cemetery is known. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Name:  Dennis Simpson 

 

Email:  ca11812@juno.com 

 

  

 

Comments: 

Information on Early Settlers of your county.  I am a 

descendant of Dr. William Simpson, first white surgeon in 

Madison County, Alabama from Londonderry, Ireland, settled 

near Ditto's Landing in 1807.  He and his wife Marguerite 

(McAlpine) Simpson were suppose to have been buried at 

Hobbs Island, but there is no tombstone marking their 

graves.  There son, John Simpson is buried with several 

members of his family at Redstone Arsenal, including my 

great-grandfather Arthur Marcus Simpson, one of ten 

children of John and Margaret Ann (Dickson) Simpson. 

 Margaret Dickson was a daughter of James and Keziah (Wood) 

Dickson.  James Dickson was one of the 241 signers of the 

petition requesting the government to allow them to stay on 

Indian land in 1819.  Dr. Simpson's daughter Mary Simpson 

married the Hon. George W. McLeod, Justice of the Peace and 

Postmaster of Ditto's Landing.  One of their daughters, 

Margaret McLeod married the Hon. David Campbell Humphreys, 

later US Justice of the Supreme Court for the District of 

Colombia, and famous for his stand against Alabama joining 

the Confederacy during the Civil War.  After Dr. Simpson 

died in the springtime of 1816, his widow married the Hon. 

Hopkins Lacy, former member of the Tennessee House of 

Representatives and attorney who represented both Andrew 

Jackson and John Coffee in several legal matters.  Their 

daughter Martha Jane Cocke Lacy married Dr. Albert Russell, 

member of the same family who founded the Russell Erskine 

Hotel.   

 

------------------------------------------------------- 
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Dennis Simpson 

Entries: 2433    Updated: Sun Oct 20 03:16:02 2002    Contact: Dennis 

Simpson  

 
Index | Individual | Pedigree | Download GEDCOM 

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 1 

 
1. Juriah James GRAHAM was born 3 Oct 1839 in Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama, and died 14 Jan 1913 in Birmingham,Jefferson County,Alabama. 

She was buried Jan 1913 in Somerville Cemetery,Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama. She was the daughter of 2. James B. GRAHAM and 3. Nancy 

Tyree DICKSON. She married Charles S. FOWLER, son of Daniel FOWLER and 

Mary A. UNKNOWN. He was born 27 Mar 1827 in Mobile,Mobile 

County,Alabama, and died 11 Dec 1889 in Madison County,Alabama. He was buried 

12 Dec 1889 in Dickson Family Cemetery,Rutherford County,Tennessee. 

    

  

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 2 

 
2. James B. GRAHAM was born 17 Sep 1794 in Bath County,Virginia, and died 21 

Feb 1849 in Somerville,Morgan County,Alabama. He was buried 22 Feb 1849 in 

Somerville Cemetery,Somerville,Morgan County,Alabama. 

3. Nancy Tyree DICKSON was born 23 Sep 1808 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died 10 Oct 1891 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. She was buried 11 Oct 

1891 in Dickson Family Cemetery,Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. She was 

the daughter of 6. James DICKSON and 7. Keziah WOOD. 

    

 

Children of Nancy Tyree DICKSON and James B. GRAHAM are:  

    i. Dewitt C. Dickson GRAHAM was born 15 Feb 1837 in Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama, and died 11 Mar 1867 in Madison County,Alabama. 

    ii. Joseph David GRAHAM was born Abt 1838 in Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama. He married Mary J. UNKNOWN. She was born Abt 1854 

in Alabama.  

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=SHOW&db=:2274378&surname=GRAHAM%2C+Juriah+James
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167926
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=PED&db=:2274378&id=I504167926
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GED&db=:2274378&id=I504167926
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167926
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167922
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167507
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167507
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167927
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167922
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167507
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166540
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166541
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167923
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167924
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167925
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1.   iii. Juriah James GRAHAM was born 3 Oct 1839 in Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama, and died 14 Jan 1913 in Birmingham,Jefferson 

County,Alabama. She married Charles S. FOWLER, son of Daniel 

FOWLER and Mary A. UNKNOWN. He was born 27 Mar 1827 in 

Mobile,Mobile County,Alabama, and died 11 Dec 1889 in Madison 

County,Alabama.  

    iv. Virginia Zeulika GRAHAM was born Jul 1841 in Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama. She married Matthew K. MAHAN 28 Jul 1860 in Madison 

County,Alabama, son of Matthew K. E. MAHAN and Elizabeth 

UNKNOWN.  

    v. Julia Alabama GRAHAM was born 9 Aug 1843 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama, and died 27 Feb 1927 in Belle Mina,Limestone 

County,Alabama. She married Frances Marion WINDES 1 Apr 1866, son of 

Enoch WINDES and Mary Ann RYAN. He was born 1 Jul 1839 in Apple 

Grove,Morgan County,Alabama, and died 16 Sep 1868 in 

Lynchburg,Campbell County,Virginia. She married James Cofield Mitchell 

RANKIN 1877 in Alabama, son of Thomas Campbell RANKIN and Louisa 

WARREN. He was born 22 Jul 1833 in Rutherford County,Tennessee, and 

died 18 Feb 1906 in Belle Mina,Limestone County,Alabama.  

    vi. Cass Dallas GRAHAM was born 11 Mar 1845 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama, and died 8 Feb 1848 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama. 

    vii. Ann Lucretia GRAHAM was born 7 Mar 1847 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama, and died 8 Apr 1848 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama. 
 

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 3 

 
6. James DICKSON was born 1780 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died 16 Sep 

1843 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. He was buried in Dickson Family 

Cemetery,Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. He was the son of 12. William 

DICKSON and 13. Lucretia NASH. 

7. Keziah WOOD was born 1781 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died Bef 1840 

Census in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. She was buried in Dickson Family 

Cemetery,Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. She was the daughter of 14. James 

WOOD and 15. Ann PHILPOTT. 

    

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167926
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167927
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167930
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167931
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167939
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167940
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167962
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167963
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166540
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166547
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166547
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166594
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166541
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166586
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166586
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166600
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Children of Keziah WOOD and James DICKSON are:  

    i. Elizabeth K. DICKSON was born Abt 1806 in Amherst County,Virginia. 

She married John KING 10 Feb 1929 in Madison County,Alabama.  

3.   ii. Nancy Tyree DICKSON was born 23 Sep 1808 in Amherst 

County,Virginia, and died 10 Oct 1891 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama. She married James B. GRAHAM 29 Mar 1836 in 

Madison County,Alabama. He was born 17 Sep 1794 in Bath 

County,Virginia, and died 21 Feb 1849 in Somerville,Morgan 

County,Alabama.  

    iii. Joseph DICKSON was born Abt 1810 in Amherst County,Virginia. 

    iv. Virginia G. DICKSON was born 23 Aug 1811 in Amherst County,Virginia, 

and died 4 Mar 1877 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. She married 

Nathaniel G. MINGEA 30 Mar 1847 in Madison County,Alabama, son of 

Jesse MINGEA. He was born Abt 1822 in Virginia.  

    v. Sarah A. DICKSON was born 29 Oct 1813 in Rutherford 

County,Tennessee, and died Bef 27 Oct 1873 in Morgan County,Alabama. 

    vi. Margaret Ann DICKSON was born 9 Aug 1816 in Rutherford 

County,Tennessee, and died 31 Aug 1874 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama. She married John SIMPSON 18 Nov 1840 in Madison 

County,Alabama, son of William SIMPSON and Marguerite MCALPINE. 

He was born Abt 1811 in Ditto's Landing,Madison County,Mississippi 

Territory, and died 27 Jan 1876 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama.  

    vii. Juriah Wood DICKSON was born Abt 1821 in Madison County,Alabama, 

and died 22 Apr 1868 in Columbus,Lowndes County,Mississippi. She 

married Samuel READ 30 Oct 1838 in Madison County,Alabama, son of 

William READ. He was born 12 Sep 1816 in Tennessee, and died 23 Dec 

1871 in Columbus,Lowndes County,Mississippi.  

    viii. Lucretia Nash DICKSON was born Abt 1823 in Madison County,Alabama, 

and died Bef 22 Mar 1873 in Noxubee County,Mississippi. She married 

Edward B. STANBACK 12 Dec 1853 in Morgan County,Alabama, son of 

UNKNOWN STANBACK. He was born 1817 in Virginia.  

Child of Keziah WOOD is:  

    i. Margaret Ann DICKSON was born 9 Aug 1816 in Rutherford 

County,Tennessee, and died 31 Aug 1874 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama. She married John SIMPSON 18 Nov 1840 in Madison 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167506
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167914
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167507
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167922
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167508
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167509
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167964
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167510
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166535
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166776
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167511
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167977
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167512
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167982
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166535
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166776
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County,Alabama, son of William SIMPSON and Marguerite MCALPINE. He 

was born Abt 1811 in Ditto's Landing,Madison County,Mississippi Territory, 

and died 27 Jan 1876 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama.  
 

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 4 

 
12. William DICKSON was born Abt 1740 in Goochland County,Virginia, and died 

Aft 28 Jan 1828 in Nelson County,Virginia. He was buried in Nelson 

County,Virginia. 

13. Lucretia NASH was born Abt 1745 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died Bef 28 

Jan 1828 in Nelson County,Virginia. She was buried in Nelson County,Virginia. 

She was the daughter of 26. Enoch NASH and 27. Susanna BURRASS. 

    

 

Children of Lucretia NASH and William DICKSON are:  

    i. Ann DICKSON was born Abt 1764 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died 

Bef Mar 1849 in Franklin County,Tennessee. 

    ii. Elizabeth DICKSON was born Abt 1768 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died 1840/1850 in Franklin County,Tennessee. She married Lewis BALL 8 

Feb 1811 in Nelson County,Virginia, son of William BALL and Sarah 

JOPLING. He died 1830/1840 in Franklin County,Tennessee.  

    iii. Enoch DICKSON was born Abt 1773 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died Bef 5 Feb 1841 in Rutherford County,Tennessee. He married Juriah 

WOOD 7 Oct 1801 in Amherst County,Virginia, daughter of James 

WOOD and Ann PHILPOTT. She was born Abt 1775 in Amherst 

County,Virginia, and died 1841/1850 in Rutherford County,Tennessee.  

    iv. John DICKSON was born Abt 1775 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died 

Bef 1870 in Nelson County,Virginia. He married Nancy WOOD 4 May 

1809 in Nelson County,Virginia, daughter of James WOOD and Nancy 

LIPSCOMB. She was born Bet 1784-1794 in Amherst County,Virginia, 

and died Bef 1830 in Nelson County,Virginia.  

    v. William DICKSON was born Abt 1779 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died Bef 12 Jan 1837 in Rutherford County,Tennessee. 

6.   vi. James DICKSON was born 1780 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died 16 

Sep 1843 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. He married Keziah 

WOOD 8 Apr 1805 in Amherst County,Virginia, daughter of James 

WOOD and Ann PHILPOTT. She was born 1781 in Amherst 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166547
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166594
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166597
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166561
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167478
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167479
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167480
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166732
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166840
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166840
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167483
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167484
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167500
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166540
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166541
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166541
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County,Virginia, and died Bef 1840 Census in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama.  

    vii. Joseph DICKSON was born Abt 1783 in Amherst County,Virginia. 

    viii. Samuel DICKSON was born Abt 1784/1794 in Amherst County,Virginia. 

    ix. Sarah Nash DICKSON was born Abt 1786 in Amherst County,Virginia. 

She married Acton N. MATTHEWS 20 Sep 1821 in Nelson 

County,Virginia.  

    x. Lucretia DICKSON was born Abt 1789 in Amherst County,Virginia. She 

married Charles MCCARTHY. She married Rice NEWMAN 27 Apr 1837 

in Nelson County,Virginia.  

    xi. Margaret DICKSON was born Abt 1801 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died 1830/1835 in Nelson County,Virginia. She married Henry W. 

MARTIN 23 Dec 1822 in Nelson County,Virginia.  
 

14. James WOOD died Bef 17 Jan 1814 in Amherst County,Virginia. He was the son 

of 28. Samuel WOOD. 

15. Ann PHILPOTT died Bef Oct 1781 in Albemarle County,Virginia.  

    

 

Children of Ann PHILPOTT and James WOOD are:  

    i. Jacob WOOD. He married Bartheene PHILLIPS 16 Feb 1796 in Amherst 

County,Virginia, daughter of William PHILLIPS.  

    ii. John WOOD. 

    iii. Lucy WOOD. She married Elijah STATON 28 Jul 1800 in Amherst 

County,Virginia.  

    iv. Samuel WOOD. 

    v. James WOOD. 

    vi. Robin WOOD. 

    vii. Juriah WOOD was born Abt 1775 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died 

1841/1850 in Rutherford County,Tennessee. She married Enoch 

DICKSON 7 Oct 1801 in Amherst County,Virginia, son of William 

DICKSON and Lucretia NASH. He was born Abt 1773 in Amherst 

County,Virginia, and died Bef 5 Feb 1841 in Rutherford 

County,Tennessee.  

7.   viii. Keziah WOOD was born 1781 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died Bef 

1840 Census in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama. She married James 

DICKSON 8 Apr 1805 in Amherst County,Virginia, son of William 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167501
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167504
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167502
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167892
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167503
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167894
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167893
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167505
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167895
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167895
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166586
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166713
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166600
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167491
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167492
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167494
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167495
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167496
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167498
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167499
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167497
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166840
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166732
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166732
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166541
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166540
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166540
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DICKSON and Lucretia NASH. He was born 1780 in Amherst 

County,Virginia, and died 16 Sep 1843 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama.  
 

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 5 

 
26. Enoch NASH died Bef 5 Mar 1781 in Amherst County,Virginia.  

27. Susanna BURRASS. She was the daughter of 54. UNKNOWN BURRASS. 

    

 

Children of Susanna BURRASS and Enoch NASH are:  

13.   i. Lucretia NASH was born Abt 1745 in Amherst County,Virginia, and died 

Bef 28 Jan 1828 in Nelson County,Virginia. She married William 

DICKSON. He was born Abt 1740 in Goochland County,Virginia, and 

died Aft 28 Jan 1828 in Nelson County,Virginia.  

    ii. UNKNOWN NASH. 

    iii. Mary NASH was born Abt 1750/1759 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died 7 May 1838 in Clark County,Georgia. She married David 

MONTGOMERY. He was born Abt 1750 in Virginia, and died 27 May 

1796 in Wilkes County,Georgia.  

    iv. Joseph NASH. 

    v. Elizabeth NASH. 

    vi. Enoch NASH. 

    vii. Joseph B. NASH was born 5 Dec 1772 in Amherst County,Virginia, and 

died 1842 in Marion County,Kentucky. He married Lucy BAILEY. She 

was born 7 Jan 1775, and died 2 Nov 1857.  

    viii. Sarah NASH. 
 

28. Samuel WOOD.  

    

 

Child of Samuel WOOD is:  

14.   i. James WOOD died Bef 17 Jan 1814 in Amherst County,Virginia. He 

married Ann PHILPOTT. She died Bef Oct 1781 in Albemarle 

County,Virginia. He married Nancy LIPSCOMB 12 Oct 1785 in Louisa 

County,Virginia, daughter of William LIPSCOMB. She died Bef Aug 1828 

in Rutherford County,Tennessee.  
 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166597
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166561
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167467
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166594
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166547
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166547
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167469
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167470
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167471
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167471
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167472
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167473
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167474
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167475
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167476
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167477
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166713
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166586
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166600
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167485


 21 

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 6 

 
54. UNKNOWN BURRASS.  

    

 

Children of UNKNOWN BURRASS are:  

27.   i. Susanna BURRASS. She married Enoch NASH. He died Bef 5 Mar 1781 

in Amherst County,Virginia.  

    ii. John B. BURRASS died Aft 22 Aug 1783 in Amherst County,Virginia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The above Ahnentafel shows how the Fowler and Rankin names became 

associated with the Dickson and Graham lines of this cemetery.  What is not 

shown is the extent of the Rankin involvement with the control of the land.  

Since Dr. James Cofelt Mitchell Rankin has common ancestry with the 

writer of this report (John P. Rankin), much data is available about him.  He 

eventually owned the land around the cemetery, along with the rest of the 

Dickson estate, and he added more lands around Belle Mina, Alabama, 

where he lived.  He is buried with his wife and several of his children in 

Decatur.  A photo of them from Dennis Simpson’s book about Dr. William 

Simpson is shown below: 

 

 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167467
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166561
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504166597
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167468
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Dr. Rankin’s tombstone in Decatur’s City Cemetery is shown below.  It is 

surrounded by smaller markers for his wife and children. 

 



 23 

 
 

 



 24 

 
 

 

There are more Rankin children markers than shown in this photo, and there 

are likewise many Simpson family markers within about 30 yards of Dr. 

Rankin’s tombstone in Decatur’s City Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

A short Ahnentafel prepared by Dennis Simpson for Dr. Rankin’s ancestry is 

given below: 

 

 

 



 25 

Dennis Simpson 

Entries: 2433    Updated: Sun Oct 20 03:16:02 2002    Contact: Dennis 

Simpson  

 
Index | Individual | Descendancy | Register | Pedigree | Download 

GEDCOM 

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 1 

 
1. James Cofield Mitchell RANKIN was born 22 Jul 1833 in Rutherford 

County,Tennessee, and died 18 Feb 1906 in Belle Mina,Limestone County,Alabama. 

He was buried Feb 1906 in Decatur,Morgan County,Alabama. He was the son of 2. 

Thomas Campbell RANKIN and 3. Louisa WARREN. He married Julia 

Alabama GRAHAM 1877 in Alabama, daughter of James B. GRAHAM and Nancy 

Tyree DICKSON. She was born 9 Aug 1843 in Pond Beat,Madison 

County,Alabama, and died 27 Feb 1927 in Belle Mina,Limestone County,Alabama. 

She was buried Mar 1927 in Decatur,Morgan County,Alabama. 

    

  

 
Ahnentafel, Generation No. 2 

 
2. Thomas Campbell RANKIN was born 1804, and died 1840.  

3. Louisa WARREN was born 1810, and died 1875.  

    

 

Child of Louisa WARREN and Thomas Campbell RANKIN is:  

1.   i. James Cofield Mitchell RANKIN was born 22 Jul 1833 in Rutherford 

County,Tennessee, and died 18 Feb 1906 in Belle Mina,Limestone 

County,Alabama. He married Julia Alabama GRAHAM 1877 in Alabama, 

daughter of James B. GRAHAM and Nancy Tyree DICKSON. She was born 9 

Aug 1843 in Pond Beat,Madison County,Alabama, and died 27 Feb 1927 in 

Belle Mina,Limestone County,Alabama. 
 

 

Dr. Rankin bought the house in Belle Mina that was built for a grandson of 

Thomas Bibb, the second governor of the state.  Belle Mina in fact derived 

its name as a community from the name of the mansion of the governor, 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=SHOW&db=:2274378&surname=RANKIN%2C+James+Cofield+Mitchell
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=DESC&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=REG&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=PED&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GED&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GED&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167944
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167945
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167939
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167939
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167944
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167945
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167943
http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2274378&id=I504167939
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where the village grew.  Dr. Rankin became a noted physician, serving the 

area from Decatur to Madison, north to Athens and south to Triana.  

Considering that he owned land (inherited by his wife Julia Graham) at Pond 

Beat, Dr. Rankin probably also treated others who lived in that area as the 

need arose.  Since it is known that he is buried with his wife in Decatur and 

not in the Dickson – Rankin Cemetery, it is not known why old records use 

the name Rankin associated with the cemetery.  However, sometimes it is 

the practice to name a cemetery according to the current landowner’s name, 

whether anyone of that surname is buried in the cemetery or not.  It is also 

possible that one or more of Dr. Rankin’s children may be buried in the 

cemetery on the arsenal, but there are no markers to substantiate that.  The 

story published in the book LURE AND LORE OF LIMESTONE 

COUNTY about Dr. Rankin adds more detail: 
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The land transactions of Dr. Rankin and his wife in Madison County also 

shed some light upon their prominence in the area: 

 

 

 
 

The land purchases recorded per this index in Madison County prior to 1898 

were not for Dr. JCM Rankin or his family.  They are for another branch of 

the Rankin clans in America. 
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This index of land sales by the Rankins in Madison County shows when 

Frank Jacobs got the land around the cemetery – 1914 – from Dr. Rankin’s 

heirs. 

 

One other interesting note about Dr. Rankin’s 2
nd

 wife, Julia A. Graham, is 

that her 1
st
 husband was Frances Marion Windes.  Colonel Windes served in 

the Confederate forces that defended north Alabama.  He was in command 
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of many of the troops who were engaged on December 23, 1864, at Indian 

Creek, just east of the town of Madison.  His familiarity with the area no 

doubt served him well, but the Confederates still lost the battle in a decisive 

Union victory.  This battle and the only other significant engagement to 

occur in Madison County during the Civil War are both commemorated with 

an official Historical Marker on the Village Green along the railroad tracks 

in Madison. 

 

Another item of particular interest is the will that Nancy T. Graham wrote.  

It was the instrument that ultimately put much of the extensive Dickson and 

Graham lands under the control of Dr. Rankin by providing that his wife 

Julia and their children inherit lands from Julia’s siblings after their deaths. 
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Note that the witnesses to the will above were H. C. Simpson plus Z. M. and 

A. G. Proctor.  These are names associated with the Simpson – Jones 

Cemetery (65-3), which is located about a mile and a half to the northwest of 

the Dickson – Rankin Cemetery.  A photo of the Proctors is shown below: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

In addition to the details of Nancy T. Graham’s will, there is much more 

data, including many of the estate papers of James Dickson, on the CD-

ROM database for this cemetery that was supplied to the Army offices at 

Redstone Arsenal.  The name of the cemetery actually hides the true identity 

of the known burials there.  At first glance, it would seem to be more 

appropriate to call it the Graham Cemetery, acknowledging that there is a 

marker for a Fowler and a Dickson in the cemetery.  Of course, it is possible 

that people of other surnames were also buried there.  In particular, the 

Dicksons may have even begun the cemetery as such for their family by 

interring family members there while James Dickson owned the land. 
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The land record data below shows the transitions of the land ownerships.  

First, it was obtained from the government by Benjamin S. Jones.  This was 

recorded on 21 June 1831, when he patented the Southeast Quarter of 

Section 21, Township 5 South, Range 1 West.  (See Cowart’s “Old Land 

Records” page image below.)  Benjamin S. Jones sold the land in 1833 to 

George McLeod, as shown in the “Index to Lands” by G. W. Jones & Sons, 

Inc. (image below).  According to this index, George McLeod sold the land 

to Hughy Smith in 1837.  Smith sold the land to James Dickson in 1847, and 

the Adminstrator of James Dickson’s estate transferred it to Joseph D. 

Graham (“and others”) in 1855.  Therefore, the land was held under the 

Graham surname far longer than any other owner in the 1800s.  Joseph D. 

Graham was, of course, a son of Nancy Tyree Dickson and her husband 

James B. Graham (who died in 1849, before his widow and her children 

inherited the land from the Dickson estate).  Likewise, Nancy T. Graham 

was a daughter of James Dickson and Keziah Wood. 

 

Since Nancy Graham was one of the heirs of James Dickson, and that is how 

the Grahams got the land, it strongly supports the claim that both James 

Dickson and his wife Keziah are buried in the family cemetery, as stated by 

Dennis Simpson in the Dickson Ahnentafel shown earlier in this report.  

That information can be found on page 16 of this report, in Ahnentafel 

Generation No. 3, for persons numbered 6 and 7.  While they have no 

tombstones remaining to mark their graves, James Dickson and Keziah 

Wood Dickson are almost certainly buried there beside the graves of their 

known children who are interred in the cemetery.  This deduction 

additionally supports the name of the cemetery including “Dickson”, even 

though there is only one tombstone visible in the cemetery today with that 

surname inscribed.  Considering all of these things, it now appears that the 

most descriptive name for the cemetery would be the Dickson – Graham 

Cemetery (87-2). 
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A cautionary note to any future researcher of the Graham family on arsenal 

lands:  there are two different Nancy Grahams who were pioneers of the 

arsenal lands, and they lived close to one another, as well as being 

contemporaries.  The other Nancy Graham was born as a Graham, not 

married into that name.  She married in 1849 at age 17 to Abraham Beadle, 

who was 72 at the time.  Abraham was childless, having been deserted by 

his first wife, Susan Grimes.  It was reported in the divorce petition that 
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Susan had “run off to Tennessee with another man and resides there”.  The 

1850 census shows Nancy Graham Beadle with her mother and a sister 

living in the household headed by Abe.  Abraham died in 1858 after 9 years 

of this marriage, and Nancy inherited his plantation and considerable wealth.  

She married John Jordan (of another pre-arsenal family) in 1860 and later 

became involved in litigation over land with the Matkins associated with the 

Matkin Cemetery (37-3).  As would be expected, there is extensive history 

available in the old land and court records for the Grahams, the Beadles, the 

Jordans, and the Matkins.  Most of those records are also on the CD-ROM 

provided to the arsenal offices. 

 

 

 

 

By John P. Rankin, August 17, 2005 

 

 


