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POWHATON  TONEY  CEMETERY,  67 - 1 

 
Summary   Report 

 

 

 
(Contract archaeologist Jeff Thomason preparing to enter the cemetery.) 

 

 
 

 

This cemetery is one of three known burial grounds in Test Area 6.  Each of 

them has only one inscribed tombstone found to date.  The inscribed stone in 

the Powhaton Toney Cemetery is for Millie Horton, January 12, 1898 – 

September 9 (or 4?), 1936. 
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Finding Millie Horton in census records takes some persistence and 

deductions.  What is known is that the census of the cemetery area was taken 

along routes known as the Huntsville – Triana Road and the Pond Beat Road 

in 1920 and 1930.  In some census years, the area was part of the Madison 

Precinct or the Triana Precinct.  In 1930 it was part of Whitesburg Precinct 

6. 

 

 

 



 3 

 
 

 

This Millie Horton in the 1920 census (when only heads of household were 

listed in the index of Ancestry.com) was age 33.  That would make her born 

about 1887, not 1898 as the tombstone showed. 
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This 1930 census record for a Milberda Horton, wife of George, states that 

she was age 21 in that year.  If this possibility were our Millie of interest, 

she would have been born about 1898 per the tombstone, not 1909 as shown 

in the census.  The 1930 census index on Ancestry.com is an “every name” 

index, and the only “Mil---  Horton” in Madison County in that year is the 

one above, within the accuracy of the index preparers’ interpretations.   

 

However, as the 1920 every name census index was just added (September 

2005) to Ancestry.com’s on-line census service, it was re-checked.  The 

1920 index for Millie had her recorded as “Millie Harton”, wife of Robert.  

A close look at the census page image shows that it is indeed the Millie 

Horton of interest, per the tombstone, and the Madison County marriage 

records show that Millie was a Toney prior to her marriage at age 14: 

 

Horton, Robert (c) Toney, Millie 19 Jan 1912 Vol. 37 p. 237 
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The complete page image is provided on the CD-ROM supplied to Army 

offices, but basically both Robert and Millie were shown as born of parents 

who were both born in Alabama.  Both worked on a farm, with Robert’s 

occupation listed as “Farmer”.  The William Horton living next door was 

probably a brother of Robert.  Millie may well have “company” in the 

cemetery from both families, as well as from others of their 1920 neighbors. 
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With Millie’s maiden name being Toney, she was most likely related to 

Powhaton Toney, the namesake for the cemetery.  The 1900 census shows a 

“Minnie Lee Toney” as a 2-yr-old child in the household of her parents: 

 

 

 
 

“Minnie” was the closest to “Mille” for the expected age in the 1900 census. 
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The 1880 census of course wouldn’t include Millie Horton or anyone else 

born in 1898, but it does have a Powhaton Toney (namesake of the 

cemetery): 

 

 

1880 Madison County, AL, Census Excerpts 

 Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 144B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Frank TONEY Self M M B 27 AL 
Winey TONEY Wife F M B 22 AL 
John TONEY Son M S B 8 AL 
Mary TONEY Dau F S B 5 AL 
Smith TONEY Son M S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 144B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Eliza RAGLIN Self F W B 40 AL 
Rachel RAGLIN Dau F S B 20 AL 
Sallie RAGLIN Dau F S B 18 AL 
Matilda RAGLIN Dau F S B 14 AL 
Perlina RAGLIN Dau F S B 11 AL 
Mason PARKER GSon M S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 144B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Rueben RAGLIN Self M M B 55 AL 
Lettie RAGLIN Wife F M B 54 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Major TONEY Self M M B 55 AL 
Jane TONEY Wife F M MU 45 AL  
Kate TONEY Dau F S B 20 AL 
Straughter TONEY Son M S B 15 AL 
Pow Tan TONEY Son M S B 13 AL 
Charley TONEY Son M S B 21 AL 
Rose ARNETT GDau F S B 5 AL 
Faney ARNETT GDau F S B 3 AL 
Samuel TONEY Son M S B 19 AL 
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Ned KELLEY Self M S B 49 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Rueben TONEY Self M W B 63 TN 
Riley TONEY Son M S B 17 AL 
Harris TONEY Son M S B 14 AL 
Henry TONEY Son M S B 12 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Susan TONEY Self F W B 24 AL 
Charley TONEY Son M S B 6 AL 
Alexandra TONEY Son M S B 3M AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Sam ARNETT Self M M MU 56 AL 
Louisa ARNETT Wife F M B 50 NC 
Kate ARNETT Dau F S MU 20 AL 
Sannie ARNETT Son M S MU 18 AL 
Virginia ARNETT Dau F S MU 16 AL 
Manday ARNETT Dau F S B 14 AL 
Eliza ARNETT Dau F S B 12 AL 
Ellen ARNETT Dau F S B 12 AL 
Oler ARNETT Dau F S B 8 AL 
Lovenia ARNETT Dau F S MU 6 AL 
Edgar ARNETT Son M S B 3 AL 
Lucy ARNETT Mother F W B 70 VA 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Isom HATON Self M M B 27 AL 
Mattie HATON                                         Wife  F    M    MU  23  AL 
Mattie I. HATON Dau F S B 10M AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Randal THOMPSON Self M M B 51 AL 
Mary THOMPSON Wife F M B 30 AL 
Elliott THOMPSON Son M S B 17 AL 
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John THOMPSON Son M S B 15 AL 
Millie THOMPSON Dau F S B 12 AL 
Randal THOMPSON Son M S B 11 AL 
Pollie THOMPSON Dau F S B 10 AL 
Manday THOMPSON Dau F S B 7 AL 
Albert THOMPSON Son M S B 4 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145C      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Bona TONEY Self F M B 27 AL 
Laura TONEY Wife F M B 23 AL 
Olley TONEY Son M S B 2 AL 
Thomas TONEY Son M S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Edwin TONEY Self M M W 28 AL 
Annie TONEY                                          Wife F    M     W   23TN 
Mary B. TONEY Dau F S W 5 AL 
 Edwin TONEY                                        Son M     S    W      3 AL 
Tom B. PARR Other M S W 17 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Major TONEY Self M M B 26 AL 
Perlina TONEY Wife F M B 22 AL 
Mathis TONEY Son M S B 2 AL 
Davy CROCKETT Other M S B 11 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Tayler RAGLIN Self M M B 58 AL 
Betsey RAGLIN Wife F M B 60 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 145D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Bettie WADKIN Self F W B 30 AL 
Lettie WADKIN Dau F S B 8 AL 
Lewis WADKIN Son M S B 5 AL 
George WADKIN Son M S B 4 AL 
Jefferson WADKIN Son M S B 3 AL 
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 146A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Ellen WADKINS Self F S MU 30 MO 
Louella WADKINS Dau F S B 14 AL 
Malissa J. WADKINS Dau F S B 12 AL 
James N. WADKINS Son M S B 8 AL 
Mattie WADKINS Dau F S B 4 AL 
Josaphine WADKINS Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 146A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Carrie BRADFORD Self F S B 22 AL 
Dora BRADFORD Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 146A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Aaron MCCALLEY Self M M B 44 AL 
Francis MCCALLEY Wife F M B 30 AL 
Ellen MCCALLEY Dau F S B 10 AL 
Willie MCCALLEY Son M S B 7 AL 
Johnney MCCALLEY Son M S B 4 AL 
Mary F. MCCALLEY Dau  F     S     B      2      AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 146A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Ben BRADFORD Self M M B 72 VA 
Mary BRADFORD Wife F M B 60 AL 
Ben BRADFORD GSon M S B 13 AL 
Sidney BRADFORD GDau F S B 12 AL 
Peter LACY GSon  M    S      B     9       AL 
  

 

 

 

 



 11 

 
 

(This 1930 census record shows Powhaton Toney at age 63 – green arrow.  This fits with 

the age shown as 13 in the 1880 census.) 

 

 

 

 

Some of the many land transactions conducted by Powhaton Toney during 

his lifetime are shown below.  Immediately below is the  
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(Expanded view below) 

 

 
 

 

This index segment shows Powhaton Toney, as a Trustee of the Lowe and 

Spring Hill Methodist Episcopal Churches, selling land to the TVA in 1935, 

per Deed Book 144, page 167.  It also shows that Powhaton and his wife 

Mary sold more land to the TVA per Deed Book 142, page 677.  These 

deeds are shown below: 
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The deed below shows Riley Toney in 1905 selling the land to Powhaton 

Toney (and other Trustees) for the Spring Hill M. E. Church. 
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The deed below shows land sold to Powhaton & Mary Toney plus Pitts 

Griffin for the use of the “Brothers and Sisters of Honor”, as mentioned in 

the deed above, which was for the Spring Hill M. E. Church.  This deed also 

mentions several roads in the area.  The Huntsville and Triana Road (also 

called a “Pike” in other instances) was what is now called Anderson Road. 

 

 
 

 

 

The deed below shows the purchase of the East Half of the Northeast 

Quarter of Section 11, Township 5 South, Range 2 West, by Powhaton 

Toney in December of 1904 from the American Freeholder Land & 

Mortgage Company of London, Limited.  The transaction was executed by 

an agent in New York.  This purchase was for the land where the Powhaton 

Toney Cemetery is located now. 
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While Powhaton Toney was a landowner and Trustee of two churches (at the 

same time), he also had adverse experiences with the legal system of 

Madison County.  There were several “Certificates of Judgment” by the 

Circuit Court against him.  Some of them are shown below.  The first one is 

in favor of the Henderson National Bank, and that bank building (with its 

name embossed) is still standing on the west side of the courthouse square in 

Huntsville. 
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In February of 1928 Powhaton Toney claimed the Northeast Quarter of S11, 

T5-R1W, as his homestead.  This was done for tax reduction purposes, and 

may have also entitled him to claim its exemption from seizure for debts at 

the time. 
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The mortgage record below shows Mary Patton as a widow.  She borrowed 

$200 in September 1941, using her homesteaded land as collateral.  The 

mortgage was paid in December 1941. 
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The instrument below shows that Powhaton Toney redeemed the W/2 of the 

NE/4 of S11-T5-R1W in 1909 from the same American Freehold Land 

Mortgage Company of London.  It also identified the parcel as having been 

known as “part of the J. W. Mayhall place”. 
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The 1919 land transaction below shows Powhaton & Mary Toney selling 

land to Milton H. Lanier.  The instrument mentions several old roads of the 

area as boundaries for the parcel. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Milton H. Lanier was a white lawyer who not only purchased the above 

parcel of land from Powhaton Toney, but he also witnessed several of the 

Toney land transactions.  It is likely that he was considered the “family 

lawyer” by the Toneys.  Milton H. Lanier is shown below in the 1920 census 

for reference, one year after the above transaction was conducted. 
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The original land ownership of the NE/4, S11-T5-R2W is shown below: 
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The transitions of land ownership to 1920 for this section are given in the 

INDEX below: 
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(continued on next page) 
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The above land records and indexes show that Samuel Hatton in was the first 

purchaser of the NE/4 of S11-T5-R1W and several adjacent quarters in other 

sections as well.  John W. Looney had some of the adjoining land in the 

NW/4 of Section 12.  In 1845 Samuel Hatton put the NE/4 of Section 11 in a 

Deed of Trust to Benjamin T. Moore, as Trustee.  Several others (Langley, 

Ewing, Ragland, Jones, Brickell, and Spragins) were involved in 

transactions regarding the NE/4, until in 1870 the land was transferred from 

Elias C. & Anna Spragins to Samuel H. Moore.  Samuel transferred the land 

in 1874 to James R. & Sallie K. Spragins, who in turn transferred it to Sarah 

(“Sallie”) A. Spragins in 1876.  In 1886, Sarah Spragins sold the land to 

John W. & A. J. Mayhall, who also sold a portion of it in 1886 to the 

American Freeholder Land Mortgage Company.  It was that company that 

referred to the parcel as “part of the J. W. Mayhall place” and initially sold 

the land to Powhaton Toney in 1904, as shown in the deeds and INDEX 

inserted earlier. 

 

Other aspects of this cemetery are seen in the photos below: 
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(Area with old type mesh wire enclosure that has fallen apart, plus a metal funeral home 

marker, just to right of center.) 

 

 

There is no indication of the names of people buried within this separately 

enclosed area within the Powhaton Toney Cemetery, other than the old 

metal funeral home marker.  However, the marker no longer has an insert 

with the name of the deceased, and the serial numbers on the marker are 

very difficult to interpret.  Still, the photos below show the marker in as 

much detail as could be obtained. 
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It may be that the Royal Funeral Home conducted the funeral and emplaced 

the metal marker, since that funeral home did inter a number of people in the 

arsenal cemeteries.  It is not known whether they have serial numbers of the 

markers recorded, or if there is enough of this number legible to determine 

the deceased’s name from them, if they did in fact conduct the funeral. 

 

When the effort to explore this cemetery was first undertaken, it was thought 

that the name Powhaton Toney was actually two different surnames.  Thus, 

the name in the caption of the photos is hyphenated.  However, it is now 

known that Powhaton Toney was indeed one man’s name in the area.  His 

marriage record is shown below: 
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(Mary T. Graves may be Mary T. Groves, related to Austin Groves?) 
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In February 1828 Powhaton Toney put his land in his wife’s name: 

 

 

 
 

 

The precise reason for the transfer of land into his wife’s name by Powhaton 

Toney is not known, but it was probably either for protection from seizure 

over debts or in order to avoid probate, if Powhaton expected to pass away 

soon.  However, from other records it is known that he continued to live 

through 1935, when he sold land to the United States for the use of the 

Tennessee Valley Authority.  It is also known that he did pass away by 

1941, when his wife Mary was shown on a mortgage instrument as a widow. 
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The Powhaton Toney Cemetery has not been filled with information to be 

gained from tombstones.  However, it has led into research about a black 

man who was born just after the Civil War (in 1867) and who died in the late 

1930s or early 1940s.  His life record shows that he was a fairly responsible 

man, being a trustee of churches and a member (or officer) of a black 

honorary society.  He obviously had good legal advice in his numerous land 

transactions, probably as guided by Milton H. Lanier, a notable Huntsville 

attorney.  Yet, he had several circuit court judgments against him, all 

apparently for debts.  Oddly enough, there is no tombstone for Powhaton 

Toney or his wife in the cemetery that carries his name.  Even the one 

tombstone found in the cemetery was for a name other than Toney.  Yet, 

research has shown that it was indeed for a woman whose maiden name was 

Toney, so there was probably a close relationship to Powhaton. 

 

While nothing definitive can be shown directly for the burials, other than for 

Millie (Toney) Horton, it is likely that the cemetery is filled with those who 

lived in the immediate area around Powhaton Toney, as shown in the census 

records.  In particular, it is likely that many of the members of the Lowe and 

Spring Hill Methodist Episcopal Churches were buried in the cemetery, 

since Powhaton was a trustee of those churches.  Similar logic would apply 

to the members of the “Brothers and Sisters of Honor” society.  The 

cemetery could even have been considered more so a church cemetery than a 

private family cemetery.  It is unfortunate that no tombstones were erected, 

or at least that none remain today, beyond that for Millie Horton.  Still, it has 

been worthwhile to learn of this family headed by a man with an unusual 

first name.  His life left its mark, whether he has a tombstone or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by John P. Rankin, April 6, 2003; revised September 18, 2005 


