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SIMPSON – JONES   CEMETERY,   65 – 3 
 

 

 

Summary  Report 
 

 

 

This cemetery is located in the Northeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 5, 

Range 1 West.  It is within Test Area 1, at the northern edge of Sheet 14 of 

the General Site Map series of October 1986. 

 

 

     
 

 

 

A common marker has been put in the center of this little cemetery to 

commemorate the names of several Simpson family members who are 

known to be buried here.  In fact, it is claimed by descendants that there 

were other individual tombstones for these family members in the cemetery 

in the past.  Some of the tombstones were apparently removed some time 

ago by unknown persons.  There is a singular tombstone inscribed for “Mary 

Lou Jones, daughter of A. G. & Z. M. Proctor”.  That is the only basis that 

can be determined for the inclusion of the name “Jones” in the name of the 

cemetery on Army maps.  However, it has been determined that this Mary 

Lou Jones was surnamed “Proctor”, not Jones, and that Jones was 

apparently a “given name” applied to this infant in honor of family friends – 

not relatives.  There is absolutely no evidence of any Jones family member 

being buried in the cemetery or ever owning any of the land around it.  
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Accordingly, the name of the Cemetery should be simply the SIMPSON 

CEMETERY. 
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This little tombstone is strange not only due to the ambiguous way of 

inscribing the name, but also because it is now facing the large common 

Simpson monument in the center of the cemetery.  Of course, the common 

monument was not there when the little marker was originally emplaced. 
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This view of Mary Lou Jones Proctor’s marker is provided in order to afford 

a better perspective on the birth and death dates.  She only lived for 2 weeks. 
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While the death date above on the stone for 11-year-old Juriah Simpson is 

the earliest inscribed in this cemetery, Juriah was not the oldest of the 

Simpsons to be buried here.  Below is the marker for Margaret A. Simpson, 

born in 1816: 
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This stone for Emma Simpson Stubbs, who died at age 31, is the last of the 

individual tombstones to be found in the cemetery. 
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There was another tombstone installed in this cemetery in 1988, but it was 

not seen on January 28 of 2003.  What happened to it is not known.  The 

inserts below explain that marker’s history: 
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Additional information about the Simpson family history, including a 

statement that the marker to commemorate Dr. William Simpson was 

emplaced in 1988, is found in the insert below: 
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The inserts below show the census records for John Simpson, son of Dr. 

William and head of the family buried in the Simpson Cemetery, 65-3. 
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Something apparently happened to the wife and children of John Simpson 

between the censuses of 1830 and 1840. 
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The 1850 record shows that John Simpson must have married almost 

immediately after the 1840 census, because his first child (Alexander H.) 

was born to his new wife Margaret A. in 1841. 
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The 1860 census included Juriah R. Simpson in the household of John, about 

3 years before Juriah’s premature death.  Henry, the last of John’s children 

to pass away, is also shown in the household, as is Arthur M., the ancestor of 

Simpson family researcher Dennis Simpson.  By the time of the 1870 

census, there is no entry for John or Margaret A. Simpson.  However, in 

Township 5, Range 1 (West), there are listings in the 1870 records for 

Alexander, Marion E., and William Simpson as heads of households.  

Marion Simpson was included in the 1850 household listing for John 

Simpson, but he was not shown in the 1860 record of the household. 

 

Dennis Simpson has written two books about Doctor William Simpson with 

extensive detail about the family through subsequent generations and about 

families that lived nearby or were related to the Simpsons in the pioneer 

days of Madison County.  Selected portions of his books and other data from 

Dennis Simpson are included after the e-mailed message below for 

reference: 

 

{May 18, 2004, from Dennis Simpson to John Rankin} 

 
John, 

  

Thank you for your kind reviews of my books.  It would be an honor to have you include 

the information in the CD for the Army.  Yes, you have my permission to do so.  As you 

mentioned in your first paragraph, so much was written about Huntsville that writers have 

failed to write anything of substance about Southern Madison County along the 

Tennessee River, i.e., Triana, Pond Beat, Green Grove, Mullins Flats, Liberty, Ditto's 

Landing or Whitesburg, Owens Cross Roads, Hobbs Island, Elon, or New Hope, etc.  

These are the areas that were first settled by the original pioneers when they traveled 

downstream on the Tennessee River looking for ideal places to make there homes.  John 

Ditto who built his trading post has less said about him than John Hunt or the Cramer 

Brothers, yet he was the first white Settler in Madison County.   

  

At one time I contemplated about the possibility of writing a history of Southern Madison 

County, but so little was recorded about the area, it would be very difficult to write 

anything of substance, except for the families that lived there.  In regards to land that the 

Army purchased for creation of Redstone Arsenal, many of the descendants who were 

living in the area were grandchildren and great-grandchildren of former slaves.  Many of 

them carried the names of their former masters.  The most famous slave was William 

Hooper Councill, who became world renown for his work on education.  He was a former 

slave of Judge David Campbell Humphreys, whose wife, Margaret McLeod was a 

granddaughter of Dr. William Simpson.  Judge Humphreys, as you know, tried in vain to 

save Alabama from succeeding from the Union during the Civil War.  During the War he 

tried to bringing Alabama back into the Union, and ran an unsuccessful bid for the 
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Governorship.  He lost, but President U. S. Grant appointed him with House approval to 

become a Justice of the Supreme Court for the District of Columbia. 

  

Another famous gentleman who settled in Madison County was the Honorable Hopkins 

Lacy.  However, nothing is written about this illustrious gentleman, who arrived in the 

county from East Tennessee.  More is written about his brother, who was the first banker 

of the famous Bank sitting on top of the Big Spring in Huntsville.  Yet, Hopkins Lacy, a 

former Member of the House of Representatives from Tennessee, has very little 

information written about him.  He was a soldier in the American Revolution from 

Virginia and North Carolina.  He was an officer in the Tennessee Militia appointed by 

Gov. Blount.  He served as Attorney General for the Washington District and was a 

Trustee of Nancy Academy in Sevierville, Tennessee.  He was also a legal representative 

for both John Coffee and his brother-in-law Andrew Jackson who became President of 

the United States.  Hopkins’ arrival into Madison County was about 1812, and he became 

an associate of Dr. William Simpson.  Together they purchased land with William 

Robinson and Thomas Austin and created the Town of Liberty situated due west of 

Ditto's Landing.  In 1820 Hopkins Lacy operated a ferry that ran from Liberty to what 

was known as Leeman's Ferry northwest of Lacy's Spring, which was settled by the Lacy 

family in 1823.  John Lacy, another brother, was the first white settler in that area that 

was once was an Indian campsite.  The town was first spelled Lacy Springs, until some 

pre-Civil War postmaster changed it to today's spelling:  Lacey's Spring. 

  

Maybe that might be a project you might consider undertaking.  Something I might 

consider helping you do, if you decided to undertake it someday...   

  

Dennis 

    

  

  

On Tue, 18 May 2004 11:02:48 -0500 "John P Rankin" <jprankin@knology.net> writes: 

Dennis -- 

  

I spent yesterday at the Heritage Room in the Huntsville library.  I examined 

your two books on the Simpson and related families of the area, and I am quite 

impressed.  Those works obviously entailed an enormous amount of research.  It 

is hard for me to understand how the arsenal family cemeteries have been so 

neglected in our area histories, when they contain the pre-eminent pioneers of 

the region. 

  

I made several digital photos of the pictures and some of the pages.  Will it be 

okay if I include them (with appropriate reference data on each image) on the 

mailto:jprankin@knology.net
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CD masterfiles that I make for the Army's offices on the arsenal about the 

pioneer settlers of pre-arsenal lands? 

  

Either way, thanks for doing such superb work.  I look forward to helping 

to spread knowledge of the Simpson and Dickson families (as well as Rankin 

and others) to whomever will be researching in the future.... 

  

John Rankin 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The above data pretty well explains the grave markers in the Simpson 

Cemetery (65-3), plus connections to other arsenal cemeteries.  Additional 

data about the Simpsons is presented below from Dennis Simpson’s other 

book, for anyone interested in details of the family history. 
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Finding Dennis Simpson’s published works about the Simpson and related 

families has proved to be a windfall, for the meticulous and exhaustive 

research that he has already done.  Moreover, his gracious permission to use 

the material has been greatly appreciated.  His efforts have honored his 

ancestors in an outstanding manner, and now some of them rest under the 

close protection of the United States Army at Redstone Arsenal in Madison 

County, Alabama, in one of the most historically significant cemeteries in 

the region. 

 

 

Prepared by John P. Rankin, September 3, 2005 


