I’ll Drink to That: John Dunn’s Tavern Ledger
Huntsville, Alabama, 1843
By Nancy Rohr
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This single unpretentious, uncompleted account baals kept by one Johd. Dunn in Huntsville,
Alabama, for the first half of the year 1843. Tlower says so. Several times. And that is abdwtred will learn
about John J. Dunn.

The year 1843 was not particularly memorable imtsvlle history, but then neither is Dunn’s Tavern
ledger. (The ledger’s value was apparently notgated, given that children later practiced arittimand pressed
leaves throughout the empty pages.)

Although the ledger records entries made duribgief six-month period, it offers a glimpse intethves
of a small section of citizens—actually about 14énmindians, slaves, and women, of course, dicappear in the
account book. It was against the law to serveiwa glcohol to Indians or slaves. By 1843 mosthef Indians had
been removed from Alabama, and this was hardlysaoei. However, it was well known and county offiia
periodically reminded all tavern owners and ligeeHers that they would be guilty of keeping a disoly house if
they sold “spirituous liquors” to any slave who didt have written permission from his master. Femtiore, a
tavern keeper found guilty would not be able tcaaba permit to sell in that county again.

If a female appeared inside Mr. Dunn’s tavern, whs there as a menial worker. This is not to sayeth
were no arrangements in town for women. At the Img&tuntsville Inn as early as 1823, ladies werecosle and
could be “perfectly retired” and accommodated with cream, cordial, cake, soda water, etc., atteng of day
during the summer. Gentlemen might enjoy the fiwagl, well-furnished Reading Room where they wobil
offered csold cuts, hot coffee or tea and any kifddiink that they might want; a choice of liquorsasvalso
available:

1 John J. Dunn, 1843 Day Book & Ledger, Ser. 1, 3upOversize Box 1, Frances C. Roberts Collectivept. of
Archives/Special Collections, M. Louis Salmon LikyraUniversity of Alabama in Huntsville, Huntsvilldla. (Hereafter cited as
Dunn).

2«A Warning to Tavern OwnersOld Lawrence Reminiscenca®|. 17, #4 (Dec. 2003), 15, 22. The liquor bess was robust
in that northern Alabama County. In two years @-88), 28 licenses were issued by the county aficiOf these, one license
was to sell the slave Johnny; one was to keepRiri@lley; two were to keep a billiard table; tareere for peddling with a
wagon; seven were for keeping a tavern, and fomlieenses were to retail spirits.

3 Sarah Huff Fisk Historical Collection, 1823 notésntsville-Madison County Public Library Heritage&m. (Hereafter cited
as Fisk Notes.)
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* % %

By 1843 Huntsville, the county seat of Madison Coungnsisted of about 2000 people—black and white.
(The population grew to only 2863 by 1850.) As anight imagine, Huntsville offered its visitors asdizens
many of the finer things.

County leaders selected local architect GeorgeléSteeplan and build a new jail in February 1848ey
levied a tax for the new building to replace the, §teplorable” one. Some of the men at Dunn’s Tayest might
have been familiar with the old facilities, everitifvere only to visit an acquaintance. The handsdenk designed
by Steele was already eight years old. Adding ¢otkiiving prospects for business, the fine newrCHouse, also
designed by Steele, was finished the year befone. Market House had recently been completed, coenty
located in the center of town, resplendent witlmststeps and a stuccoed front with pillérs.

In order to do business in a growing town, tranggimm was essential, and it was commonly accessibl
here. Dr. Fearn’s Indian River Canal, perhaps theits peak, allowed keelboats carrying 80-100 plobales of
cotton and passengers from the Big Spring to joenTennessee River at the bustling town of Tridinde River
was flush, goods could go on down past the Shoalstlzen eventually to New Orleans. Although theclmsbia,
Courtland & Decatur Rail Road was being built est f&ss money allowed, it had not reached Huntsyie As a
result roadways were still particularly importamluch of the state was undeveloped, but Madison Goun
maintained 50 miles of first-class and 80 milesedond- and third-class roatdhese thoroughfares allowed travel
in and out of town for business at the courthotrsesell or buy cotton and other produce, to visihwriends or
relatives, and perhaps to linger at a favorite avsefore retiring overnight at an inn or returningme. Local
customers could conveniently drop in more ofterm&8alid.

* % %

Alcoholic spirits were certainly not uncommon oe tinontier. A local house-raising or corn-huskirften

ended with a Jug or bottle commonly shared eveit ilas out of sight behind the barn. Weddings milgé
i celebrated with a toast of wine or something

stronger. Summer barbecues, political ones
particularly, encouraged citizens to gather and
socialize. Horse racing and card playing, typicall
male bastions, certainly included alcohol. Voting
day also brought the men together at election.sites
Militia muster days required all free men between
the ages of 18 and 45 to attend. The day became a
social gathering that allowed the children to plag,
women to make a few pennies selling gingerbread,
and the men who trained hard to cool off with a
beverage of their choice. At these occasions, anlik
other aspects of frontier life, differing levels tbfe
social order mixed freely.

If the pioneer family found a need to justify
. the presence of a bottle of whiskey at the home
place, the use of dlstllled corn liquor was known its many medicinal properties. Most doctors weated in
urban areas, so farm families likely had whiskeyhand or knew from which neighbor to borrow somé&ohol
was commonly used to treat just about every ailmévitxed with other available ingredients it coulécome a
liniment that was good for sore muscles and achdsaa an antiseptic for wounds. Taken internakéyhpps mixed
with sugar, honey or spices to make it more palatathiskey treated “coughs, colds, croup, whoomiaggh, sore
throat, colic, dysentery, consumption, pneumoni&hraa and arthritis.” And don’t forget “colic, pmaonia,
rheumatism, hookworm, catarrh, snakebite, ‘yal@rders’ (jaundice), gall bladder, frost bite, srmte broken
bones or breaking a fevef.”

4 James Recordy Dream Come Tryé/ol. 1 (Huntsville: Hicklin Printing, 1970), 95.
5 .
Ibid.
% Nicholas P. Hardemahucks, Shocks, and Hominy Blocks: Corn as a Whifeoin Pioneer AmericéBaton Rouge:
Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1981), 177.
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Many homes served wine and whiskey for their owrs@eal enjoyment. Middle class and professional
families, unless their particular religious beliefgerfered, had the availability of spirits purskd in town.
Although in case there was any doubt, one mightyeaite the biblical source, Timothy 1:23, “Drirk little wine
for the stomach sake.” Or as the Puritan preaci@ease Mather wrote, “Drink is in itself a creatof God, and to
be received with thankfulness.” Well-to-do plargatiowners, whether at their country home or thart house,
took pride in their fine display of sets of glassavand silver and offering a libation to their frils or business
associates.

One traveler noted that whiskey was the south’sritesbeverage. However, Judge Taylor wrote:

The people were generally sober in their habits,tgmperance was not considered a cardinal
virtue. Among the wealthy of the community it wasiversal custom for the old fashioned side
boards to be well garnished with a good assortroédecanters consisting of fine liquors. Pure
corn whiskey was a universal beverage and our torsepartook of it freely, yet while the
majority of them drank it every day but few of therare drunkard$.

It may be surprising that cotton, the most well\wndSouthern crop, was in fact planted second hbytiieo
families. Corn, such an essential staple, was usélly planted first. Corn raised around newly heiwae stumps
provided food for farm animals and farm familie&ealwithin one growing season. Farmers, who fouradriselves
with a surplus of corn not needed for home usegeized the bulk and inconvenience of carryingaess crop to
market. A horse was not even able to carry enough t feed itself if town was far away. As a cansence
whiskey production provided an ideal solution. Anfi@r could reduce two clumsy five bushels of carratfive-
gallon batch of whiskey — much easier to enjoyrestransport, or turn a profit and sell. A muleghticarry about
four bushels of corn, but distilled into whiskeynalle could haul the equivalent of 24 bushels ohcérhorse could
easily carry two kegs, about 24 gallons total, iqlid. Cash was a scarce commodity on the frontied was
always welcome. One bushel of corn worth fifty seloécame worth one to two dollars a gaflon.

In north Alabama most of the settlers’ backgrouras wne or two generations removed was of the Scots-
Irish tradition. The men were often already quitekledgeable about whiskey-making and many Mad@ounty
probate estate packets attest to the presencgpéctubing and other supplies for stills.

In the village of Huntsville, one could also pursbananufactured spirits from the local stores.ifstance
Mr. Rapier the Grocer boasted newly arrived prositicat included among other goods two kinds of suga and
coffee, wines, rum, and gin. AT his tavern, Johddi offered first quality Pittsburg Porter by tsiagle bottle or
by the dozen. Neal & Fariss Druggists offered testiPort Wine, expressly for medical purposes. Tdisy just
happenegd to have “in stock one cask of real Olé Ralgnac Brandy as good an article as was evegbtda this
market.”

* % %

Although alcohol clearly was available in many henamd for purchase in stores, the tavern trulgdila
need. Here one could gather after the long day'skvemd socialize with those who had similar attrésuand
concerns. One could meet other like-minded memomtrary-minded men, to discuss religion, politiasbit of
gossip, crops, news of the day, or even the weakhgthermore, locals knew they could arrive lated continue
the conversation from their last visit. An appoietthin town for men on business sometimes migbtiadl stop for
incidental sociability and solacing liquors befdhe long trip home. However, taverns really sert@domfort
townspeople, and for the interchange of news aniays. The tavern was a highly controlled placé dwidely
accepted gathering spot.

Indicative of the very earliest regulations, by 834 bond of $300 was required to keep a taveris Th
bond was issued by the Governor of the Alabamaitdoeyr The license could be renewed if the keepewided
“his tavern with good clean wholesome diet, loddimgtravelers, and stabling provender and padturborses.” In

7 Grady McWhineyCracker Culture (Tuscaloosa: Ala.: Univ. of Alabama Press, 1988),

Judge Thomas Jones Taylblistory of Madison County/PA version, 1940, 83, 84.

8 Donald Edward DavidVhere There Are Mountain@thens, Georgia: Univ. Georgia Press, 2003), HeéypdemanShucks
234; Bruce E. Stewart, “This Country Improves int®ation, Wickedness, Mills, and StillsNorth Carolina Historical Review,
Vol. 53, #4 (Oct. 2006), 461; Everett DidBixie Frontier: A Social Historf{Norman, Okla: Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1993),
254,

® Sarah Huff FiskCivilization Comes to the Big Spring: HuntsvilldaBama 1823(Huntsville: Pinhook Publishing, 1997), 60;
Fisk Notes; Huntsvill®©emocrat May 11, 1843.
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nearby Lawrence County, Alabama, the 1838 tavetesravere posted for boarding, meals, and boarding f
animals. The rates in Madison County would haventsgmilar. Among items available:

Whiskey half pint 12 ¥ cerlfs
Whiskey per pint 18 %
Peach & Apple Brandy, half pint 18 %
Peach & Apple Brandy, per pint 31 Y
Peach & Apple Brandy per quart .50
French Brapdy, Rum, Wine, o5
Imported Gin per half pint ‘
Single Drink Whiskey .06 ¥4
Cigars (Spanish) dozen 37 %
Cigars (Common) dozen A2 %
Judge Taylor noted the strict regulations thatuded rates:
1 quart Wine 1.00
% pint Jamaica Rum .50
% pint French Brandy .50
Y pint Whiskey" 12 %

* k k

Many early settlers of Madison County came by wh%minger County, Tennessee. John Hunt, founder
of Huntsville, had been a prominent citizen thekmong the men who also settled here, Hunt alreaugwk
Clement C. Clay, later to become tHegbvernor of Alabama. Clay’s sister, Margaret, haatried a neighbor, John
Bunch, in Grainger County. In 1796 Bunch estaklish tavern near Rutledge on the main road frongdfiart to
Knoxville in a building, which also served as thistf Grainger County courthouse. It did not hursibess that
John’s brother, Samuel, was a captain in the miditid sheriff of the county. On court days, comioiss's enacted
laws regarding county business. Because they wezady in the courthouse/tavern, it made a findgaing place
to conduct business and consider a bit of politigh?

Bunch’s double-walled tavern in Tennessee was hwitesist Indian attacks. There would be no need f
that at his next location, called Bunch’'s TavemHuntsville, Alabama. Once established, the tawarithe south
side of the Square also served as courtroom fonéwdy formed Madison County at the January sessiothe
Superior Court in 1810. The long white frame buitflivas one of the few places on the Square largeginto hold
the crowd. On court day, Sheriff Stephen Neal bafarformal procedure as he came into the roomaaivdnced
to the bench with drawn sword. Next, “Judge Obadiahes entered the courtroom with great ceremdag,in a
Judge’s gown, a cocked hat, with long plumes asavard at his side.” Sheriff Neal claimed reimbursenfor
$3.70. His arrangements included three home-maadiescith buckskin bottoms, table, paper, and gapshs for
this courtroom at the taveff.

Clement Clay, just newly graduated from law schedited his sister here in the spring of 1810a\Cl
liked what he saw and returned to establish hisgeagtice the next autumn, joining his former néigts including
Hunt, David Tate, Major Lea, Phelps Read and otfrers Grainger County Naturally, they would gather at a
known respectable place — Bunch’s Tavern.

0 0ld Lawrence Reminiscenceml. 16, #2, p.42, 43Included in the tax rates, every Bowie knife or &mkas Tooth Pick sold,
given away, or otherwise disposed of was taxed@0$

1 Taylor, History, 96.

12 LaReine Warden Claytotories of Early Inns and Taverns of the Tenne€semtry, (Nashville: Knoxville Committee of
National Society of the Colonial Dames of Amerioahe State of Tennessee, 1995), 102.

13 Judge Thomas Jones Taylor, History of Madison Goand Incidentally of North Alabama 1732-1840..a8s S. and Addie
S. Hoole, 120.

145, Emmett Lucas, Goodspeed. 1887 Rpt. 1B@&tory of TennesseéEnsley, SC: Southern Historical Press.), 853, 854
Original 1887.



I'll Drink to That: John Dunn’s Tavern Ledger Nancy Rohr

Madison County was growing, and as the area comtiniw develop, Alabama Territory prepared for
statehood in 1819. Influential men arrived to wthie new constitution. After the work of the dayswampleted, it
was expected that the men would gather at locad samd taprooms to discuss the events and plan ohair
particular political strategies. The tavern wasaacepted public space for democratic elbow-rubhifiewise, the
need for locations of rest and hospitality alsoticared to grow. Locally, perhaps the most famoustélovas Green
Bottom Inn and Tavern, owned by John Connally. Gangackson, always an astute politician, appearddwn
and stayed at Connally’s during the preparationsfatehood. Jackson was an avid horse racingafahwhen the
Madison Jockey Club held seasonal races the pra@eynwas often as much as $1000 with several riacese
day® And that did not include individual bets made ba side!

* % %

The stagecoach routes traveled from Huntsvilleusciloosa by way of Somerville, to Tuscaloosa by wa
of Blountsville, to Florence, and another to TusbianTravel by stagecoach or horseback was slowliamitdd to
about 20 miles — on a good day. Numerous inns aweris for stopping along the way for bed and boete
necessary in any county. Bed often meant threeaye o one bed, and board for the horse was ma#ydhan
meals offered to the traveler. It wouldn’t have tad if the bill of fare for travelers was labelegtakfast, dinner
or supper. The food served was likely to be somgatian of pork and corn bread, often washed dowth w
whiskey. Traditionally, taverns were open on Sundéti the understanding that no host would “on Ssbbath
Day suffer any Person to Tipple or drink more thanessary™

There were many tavern locations in Madison
County. For instance, Joab Watson maintained an inn
furnished with an extra large library, some of besst papers
of the U.S. and an assortment of large maps. Eéesurse,
were standard for meals, lodging, and stables.tid was
conveniently available just three miles west of tduille at
the well-located site of Mount Pleasant, on thedso#o
Triana, Mooresville, Cottonport, Athens, Florenddpper
and Lower Elkton, and Pulaski. The Planters’ HateTriana
wished “to rent this valuable establishment; itnisll fitted
up, new, convenient, and desirable as a stand, amas
excellent Ball Room, and a superb Stable, with yever
necessary out house.” In  Mount Airy, four milesrthoof
Huntsville on the Pulaski Road, Samuel Vest offered
satisfaction by his table and stables, good andlegbme
food and drink for man and horse. Not to be outdcm
tavern, the “best the country could afford in tabld bar,”
was opened at Hazel Greéh.

Perhaps regulations were not always as closely
watched in the county. At New Market ten licensed
saloonkeepers offered “whiskey made in the neiginimod
sold for 25 cents per gallon.” The customers gdlyekaew
“to remove their shot pouches with their accompamits,
usually a large knife, powder horn and powder-megsand
put them over their rifles in one corner’” while yhe
socialized. However, alcohol became such a prodber
that the State Legislature passed an act forbidiiagale of
whiskey within a three-mile radius of that settlene

15 2009 equivalent value nearly $18,000.
16 Harriette Simpson Arnowslowering of the CumberlandLincoln, Neb: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1963), 24
17 Fisk Notes.
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“This was done in order to enable the inhabitaativie in peace and quiet. Nights were made
hideous and the days, particularly Saturdays, weemes of blood-spilling, fights...pistol shots,
frightening the very souls of our adversaries. Tlamds of the surgeon were bloody all day

dressing wounds. One person during an excitingtielearove down the neck of a decanter
1118

containing whiskey and nearly cut off his hand rtearwrist.

* k *

In Huntsville, bustling with activity, the need for _.u:;'
lodging continued to rise. At Bell Tavern, managamelii
announced they had added 20 rooms, making a tbéd o
rooms available for the weary traveler. Landloranda
McLaran respectfully informed the public that heswe
open for business at a “valuable tavern stand...where |
hopes by his unremitted attention, and endeavoars
accommodate all who may favour him with their custo
to give universal satisfaction. His bar will at &ithes be
furnished with an assortment of choice liquors,”&tc

* k k

Because a tavern often had a larger floor spaae riiast other buildings, amusement and entertairsnent
were performed there for the enjoyment of visitargl the local community. For example, in March 822,
members of the Sons of Erin met at the Globe Tayemmerly Bunch’s Tavern) to celebrate the anrsegy of
their favorite saint. At five o’clock they and thejuests sat down to an excellent dinner and toests drunk®

Scotsman Neil Rose ran a tavern under the signeaPlanters’ Hotel. His overnight guests were i@sbu
there would never be more than four to a bed. Gribeoguests, Anne Royall, wrote that after finigha game of
backgammon, the men stirred up the fire and diszlisthe
philosophy of the day. They likely also played tsaicheckers,
and dominoes. Allen Cooper offered more sophistoatt his
nearby establishment. He advertised his House oériinment
with the best accommodations. “There is a hydnatthé bar room,
and but a few turns of the tap furnishes watercas as if dipped
out of the spring in addition to that plenty of ICE*

In its prime, the Bell Tavern offered entertainméngta
travelling theatre group who performed the play €TRobbers”
that even included extra scenery! At that tavermynpeople in
Huntsville saw and heard their first, and perhapsly,o
ventriloquist. A lecture on Philosophical Chemistyith beautiful
experiments included a juggler who gave the appearaof
vomiting fire was another attraction. In 1837 WatrRaymond &
Co. Menagerie, Circus and Museum offered the pubiie largest
collection of animals ever exhibited carried by &frriages and
pulled by 100 matched gray horse<.”

* % %

18 Memories and History of New Market, Alabartidew Market Volunteer Fire Department,

n. p., n.d.,) 3; Dr. George Norris and Dr. Fiaoa Rice History of New Marketcomp. by Estelle Brahan frodew Market
Enterprise 1888.

1 Record A Dream,89; Fisk notes.

20 Fisk Notes.

21 Fisk Notes; Anne Newport Royalletters from Alabama, 1817-182®Iniversity, Ala: University of Alabama Press, 996
121; Fisk Notes.

22 Fisk Notes; Record, Dream, 91; Fisk Notes. Omeehdhe animals remained outside.
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All taverns licensedo sell spirits were carefully regulated. Ownerm@dt certainly were regarded as
respectable men who would conduct a respectabledsssand provide a needed service. Just who therenen
sanctioned to run a public tavern in early Hunts@ilNine men, including John Dunn, had been givemsbes to
sell spirits in 1830. Among them one man, Vincema8, was noted in the 1830 census in the 20 tag®group;
William G. Stringer as 30-40; and two men, RiderF&iyd and Elijah W. Warren between 40-50 yearagé.
Dunn, P. G. Oliver, James Lang, Spencer SydneyJahd Finlay were not listed in the census of thenty that
year. Reflecting the mobility of the frontier, b$40 only two of those men, Warren and Dunn, renthinethe
county. Not long afterwards Elijah Warren moved_tmuderdale County, and at his death in 1844 heneésd as
an old citizerf®

There is no information at this time to positivédientify John J. Dunn, keeper of this particulayldook
and ledger. He was not located definitely in theldfal Censuses for 1830, 1840, or 1850. Probaticich
cemetery, local history books, and newspaper agidb not name him specifically during those y@aisuntsville.
There were men listed as John Dunn, John H. DudnJahn K. Dunn. These could be one and the sant&ap®r
depending on the accuracy of the scribe. Ther@idaubt that one Captain Dunn was given licensepirate a
tavern.

It is likely that John Dunn was the man who serasa First Lieutenant when the Huntsville Ligtahiry
Blues were organized in 1822. As a solid and rasplecitizen, John Dunn probably was the same mam leuh
many of the festivities for the Fourth of July i824. The celebration “was ushered in by firing frtra Volunteer
Company commanded by Captain Dunn. After the usualutions, a procession was formed by the militzng
citizens, who marched to the Presbyterian Churcleratafter an appropriate prayer... and the Declarabib
Independence was reatf.”

The county marriage records do show one John [NMInn married Rebecca Renno in 1828, an
appropriate time frame. If Mr. Dunn had a familythvhim, most likely they lived in the back of theevéern or in
rooms upstairs. The tavern itself would be darghted only by candles at night and with the firepldo add
warmth when needed. One does not necessarily nesbtwell to enjoy drinking or good company. Thenreat on
three-legged stools, perhaps at a table, or stead the fireplace in the winter. As was the cusfonthe times,
they chewed and spat tobacco, smoked cigars avasifust as well women didn’t frequent the estaiptisnts.

Probably many customers came in off the streetsrder a drink and paid cash at Dunn’s Tavern. This
combined daybook and ledger apparently recordegltbrl “tabs” of various citizens to whom Dunn exted credit
each day the tavern was open. The daybook sedsinl [the names and the orders, and the ledgdoseotaled
the amount of money each customer owed, and ifeitewpaid. (Many tavern keepers recorded a dailyotala
chalkboard, which was recorded into a ledger, &edbbard was erased each night.) Dunn probabledenany
other customers for cash at the sale.

Dinner or supper was available for 37%2 cents, hat tvas recorded fewer than ten times. About ten
different men came in to purchase sundry goodsttkacco, cigars, cheese, pickles, apples, coffied,cakes and
perhaps have an excuse to talk over the eventseofidy. The largest volume of credit was extendedafsingle
drink at the price of 6% cents (about a ¥4 pint biskey) unless it was for two, or three, or everrendrinks.?
Surely when Dan Wetzel ran a tab on Janualyfad $1.62% he was not drinking alone but buyingand for his
buddies. Perhaps he lost a bet, celebrated gettiitg a new job, or just because he felt good.ustnhave been a
merry party that evening because several men cthi@ag@unts indicating several drinks each.

The largest total tab for the six months went tollidfn Higgins for $15.37%%, followed by Crusaw
Robinson, George Carmichael, and Cyrus Staymatwaelllinto $14 worth of credit. One can only guedsthe
actual cash sales that might have been made armgcwtled in the daybook for various reasons. Mosbunts in
the ledger ranged from less than a dollar to a\wt three dollars.

Local folks might later recall some of the everftshat winter of 1843 while men frequented thestav

2 Huntsville City Council Minutes., Roll #1, 1828a9, Feb. 1830, p. 121; May 17, 1831,

p. 127; Dec. 6, 1830, p. 132; and Dec. 23, 18303p; 1840 Federal Census; Pauline Jones Gandyogh.dMarriage, Death
and Legal Notices from Early Alabama Newspaper$91B39l,(Easley, SC: Southern Historical Press, 1982), 481.
%Edward C. BettsEarly History of Huntsville, AlabamgBirmingham: Southern Univ. Press, rpt. 1966), B8k Notes.
%2009 equivalent value approximately $1.75.
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In January the heaviest snowfall in ten years aedyrover eight inches in &fi.Farmers worked at indoor
tasks as much as they could, and travelers waiteil the road became passable. City folks frequinteeir
neighborhood establishments. Mary Lewis reportetieiodaughter in Paris that all over the countizeits were
alarmed as an earthquake struck on January fifith,chimneys were toppled in faraway Memphis andhiitls.
According to Ma Lewis, only emotions were shakeralty.?’

Even though the men might not have discussedatlatiies of town would have been all agog becdauese t
most eligible bachelor, Clement Clay, Jr., had justried in Tuscaloosa. He and Virginia Tunstalreveved on
February I in what must have been a dazzling ceremony in #we frontier capitol town, Tuscaloosa. The
Legislature adjourned early so members could atteacceremony. In Huntsville, the men at Dunn’sstavwould
have heard the young couple’s arrival on Februaty) ihto Huntsville. The stagecoach approached thdipub
square, and the horn was blown as they passedebedéaiding down Clinton Street to the family homiayCastle,
aglow with candles and bursting with relatives teeg their new sistef.

Surely the men discussed and cussed at the newarliyn February of the liquidation of the Huntsville
branch of the State Bank of Alabafi@erhaps men of modest means raised a glass bebaydead little invested
in the bank; well heeled investors raised a glast@wn their sorrows.

The regulars at Dunn’s watched as the old jail tsas down and sold for scrap in March in preparafior
the new building. Construction also began as ThaBrasdon started work on the city reservBir.

Everyone in town heard about the street figttveen Clement Clay, Jr., and Judge John Thomipdate
March.Clay displayed great anger, striking Thompson albimeihead and nearly cutting off one ear. Thereltesh
no need to fight according to Ma Lewis; it wasadlbut words. She also suggested young Clay had dif€iczilties
than mere words facing hif.

The Huntsville Temperance Society held tfiest meeting at the Methodist Church in MarcHdam a chapter.
On April 168" at the Society meeting there was a beautiful tectNonetheless Judge Thompson, who apparently
had recovered from his wounds, or was still sufifgrirom them, scourged the Methodists. “He accubed
members of their own church of drinking.” Angry wsrfollowed from Mr. McDowell in reply. There was'great
shaking of dry bones amongst them, and | underdto®gdwould form a committee....” Judge T. saMy‘friends |
fear temperance is at low ebb here. It is evenhmsied by the malicious, that, as there is a greantity of ice put
up and that the mint crops are so fine, that hellebw a great falling off in the cause this sumh@&reat laughter
from the audience followeH. Of course, all those attending were urged to ignpledge of abstinence. Several
temperance groups were formed that spring, and swnige fellows around the bar at Dunn’s Tavern rhaye
missed those meetings. Perhaps their wives attended

By mid-April another brawl was noted on the Squatecusations were tossed about, and Joe Acklen and
Mr. Gardiner from Mobile engaged in a fistfight. :@mer's eyes were blacked, but the family honorswa
salvaged?

Rumors had been flying about the disgraced Boandmnathers, Elijah and John. All the men wouldéav
paid particular attention to these events. Elijah a nationally recognized breeding and stud fammrdcehorses in
the western part of the county. Although John held public office and ran a local newspaper, he wdsbted to
the America Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb for $3D,08e had sold land that the Asylum owned in Madiand
Limestone Counties and was unable to reimburse .thElijah and other relatives covered the debt, afirek John
returned from Paris where he had gone “for histhgathe brothers decided to sell out everythingehén April
they moved to start anew in Holly Springs, Misgipaf* Rumor likely followed them all the way.

26 Record Dreams 97.

2 Nancy M. Rohr, edAn Alabama Schoolgirl in ParigBoaz, AL: SilverThreads Publ., 2001 ), 94.

28 Ruth Ketring Nuermberge€lays of Alabama(Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky, 1958), 83, 84.

2 Record,Dreams 95.

%0 |bid.

31 Rohr,School Gir| 109, 110, 119.

32 |bid., pp. 132, 133

33 Ibid., pp. 40, 141.

34 See Nancy M. Rohr, “Off to the Racesltintsville Historical Reviewol. 35, #1 (Winter-Spring 2010), 35-57.
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A crowd of people came to hear the Brass Band parém elegant concert at the Big Spring as the lveeat
continued to improve. The music included hymns,anes and the Marseilles March to raise $100 forighd he
highlight of the evening was the newly composedritduille March” written by Mr. Catherens the baedder

* k k

To identify all the customers in the tavern accownuld be impossible. A very few names were totally
illegible. Obviously many of the men were from afitown, probably doing business. They might haepged in
with a friend or just to join a genial group folittle comfort and spirits before retiring for tméght or returning
home. However, studying their surnames offers spassibilities. Each of the men had a story to tethe reader
only knew.

Names, most often written as “Mr.,” implied thaveéan keeper Dunn did not know their first name. yrhe
appear to have been travelling men because theyrggncould not be located in most Madison Couwldguments.
Nevertheless, the Federal Census of 1850 offeret shues. A John Chandler lived in Benton [CalhoGolinty.
Likewise, Henry Hite Hiram Duncan was enumeratedPiokens County. Mr. Cushing was likely a visiting
merchant; there was a George Cushing in BaldwinnGowr. B. F. Dibbs well could have been Bennebl of
Cherokee County, Georgia. James Hood was a fammPBickens County. Mr. Edwards from Mobile also was
probably here on business. The two serious-driniRafpinson men, Crusaw and Wallace, and Thad Robinso
remained unidentified, but most likely they weréated to one of the prominent Robinson familiesM&dison
County. The name Bettersworth was unknown hereveryt common in sections of Kentucky. Mr. Larry pbgs
was John Larry, age 56 in 1850, a farmer in TallesaoCounty. Although Lyons was a common name is thi
county, none were named George. Perhaps he wagi&egnes, an Athens coach maker, age 57 in 185@. On
might think names like Daniel Wetzel and JacksdtePiritten so clearly, would easily be identifiént not so®
Because of the unavailability of information andfidulty in reading the script, at least forty meamain
unidentified.

Searching for identity one might find John Browan“old and respected citizen of this county died in
March 1880 of cerebral abscess of brain. He wasothér of Capt. James H. Brown of this city.” Thame J.
Bailey was a thorny entry because there were at tea local possibilities. Joseph F. Bailey (188%7), veteran
of the Civil War and “an old and well known citizédied here. Also a James Bailey lived in the wastpart of the
county. James W. Canady in July of 1840 serveccaetary at a Democratic meeting at Larkinsvilleatkson
County where he operated a mercantile businessdtreported in the local newspaper that PrivateeRdCapshaw
of Company F, 8 Regiment of the U. S. Army was being attendeth@t¥' Dragoon Hospital, Matamoros, Mexico,
in July 18473 It is most likely young Robert was related to amymber of folks from the Capshaw community
here.

%5Rohr, School Girl,117.
%6 U. S. Bureau of the Censi®eventh Census of the United Stat850, Madison County, Alabama.
37 Gandrud Marriage, 221, 570, 488, 335, 491.
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Marriage records offered information about Willidvh Barton who, in 1837, married Elizabeth Debow.
James L. Browning married Catharine A. Smith of tduile that year. Although Bell is a common nanme i
Madison County, there was only one notation forldfih P. Bell who, in August of 1843, married LucyaRces
Couster in Huntsville. William Hendricks married $4Mary Ray in 1853

Bits and pieces of possible family history surthcglthough relationships may not be apparent tgadi
most of the men identified had local connectionsodgh Joshua Barker and his wife were both frongivia, he
and Lucy Maria Mason married here in Huntsvillel®32. By 1850 they lived at home, with three clatdrNo
occupation was given at that time. Mr. Barker dieduly of 1856, having been, it was said, a langtresident of
Huntsville. William Hunt in 1840 lived with the Ige family of William R. Hunt, who had served adgaifrom
1833-1844%

Other local men like James Cartright, William Heokls, and George Cary visited the tavern only a few
times. Edwin Glascock, Martin Doyle, James Crutchdex Causby, Henry Glass, and William H. Fishback
stopped in occasionally. Many of the men may haaadkd not to drop by Dunn’s, headed for a diffetamern, or
simply went home.

P. A. Foote entered the tavern only oferhaps young Phillip was not accustomed to spgnaioney on
himself. His family members were early settlers,rtwp ones, who had suffered great financial diffies in
previous years. His father, Phillip A. Foote, madriMatilda Brown here in 1816. (The father’s ficsusin, Henry
Foote, settled in Tuscumbia before moving to M&pjsi. There Henry Foote entered politics and angbvernor
of the state in 1851. He was elected and defeatiéerson Davis in doing so.)

In addition to Huntsville the elder Foote, and pextner, John M. Taylor, had flourishing commercial
business with offices in New York, Philadelphiadadew Orleans. Among other investments, Foote @seth
three lots for over $3000 in the expected realtesiaom at Triana in early 1818. However, the wseen drop in
cotton prices forced Taylor and other partnersluiog Willis Pope, to suspend specie paymentheatRlanters’
and Merchants’ Bank in 1818. This and the depresefol819 left Foote & Taylor unable to meet theiany
creditors. All their properties were put in the Harof trustees and sold; the contents of their haarcbusiness,
three town lots including Foote’s “two-story frarheuse with its new brick kitchens and meat housdsamed
stable and carriage house with enclosed garderillipPRoote, Sr., died in 1831 at the age of 38viag young
children. Apparently any possible hard feelingswesn families were mended as young Phillip’s sisfatilda
married Alexander S. Pope in 1838, and a year Mgy Foote married his brother, Leroy Pope, Jutfior

James L. Cooper was from a successful lfagally, and he soon became more successful at iedke
eyes of many. In 1850 in Franklin County, Cooperried Mary Keziah Winston, sister-in-law to bothailma
governor Robert Lindsay and Mississippi governdmld. Pettus. She was also the sister of Alabamergor John
A. Winston. The Coopers lived in Huntsville, and s buried at Maple Hill Cemetefy.

Dr. Albert J. Russel came to the tavern at leastigies, but he did not purchase a “drink.” Hishtat Lt.
Albert Russel, Sr., had served in the Revolutionatgr and located here afterwards on what becamevrkras
Russel Hill. Dr. Albert Russel purchased items akes, apples, snacks, cider, and cigars at thentaVéese
healthy items did not help the good doctor; he diedlly of 1844 at the age of forty-fotfr.

John P. Hawkins lived near Woodville. He maarried Lucy Hodges in 1813; he married May Reed$831.
At his death in 1856, age about 66, he was notechadd and respectable citizen who had serveddustry during
several campaigns and always acquitted himselffaduypand left testimonials to prove this f4tt.

A lawyer by profession, William McCay, Jnad married in 1825 the widow Mrs. Sarah O'Rei{lyhe was a
sister of General T. O. Collins.) Apparently McGayather was an adventurous man. In 1837 word beeh

38 Madison County, Alabama Record Center, <http:temlisona.us/mcrc/> (accessed 2010). (Hereafest aif MCRC.)
% Federal Census, 1850; MCRC; Federal Census 185604rGd Marriage, 324, 475; Diane

Robey, Dorothy Scott Johnson, John Rison Jongs$;rances C. Robertddaple Hill Cemetery, Phase Orfduntsville:
Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society, 199%Y; RecordDream 170.

40 Dupree Transforming 46, 50, 51; Gandrudarriage, 472; MCRC.

41 Robey,Maple Hill, 111.

42 |bid, 14. Russel Hill is across from Butler Hi§iehool on Holmes Street. A local D.A.R. chapterdsed for the senior
Russel.)

43 MCRC; GandrudMarriage, 564
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received in Huntsville of the senior McCay’s de&ihPhiladelphia as the result of severe wounds ehiyy an
accident while traveling on the early railroad theBy 1850 both of the McCays were listed as sabaohers with
students boarding in their horfie.

The Patton family was very prominent in Huwilts life. The senior William Patton, born in Loodderry,
Ireland, in 1779, arrived here with his Virginiarhawife in 1812 and proceeded to have a large faand a larger
fortune. Anne Royall described Mr. Patton, who otvipéantations and a partnership in the Bell Factasyone of
the richest men in the territory. Of his childr@®r, Charles Patton would purchase LeRoy Pope’s ifia@sion on
the hill over looking town. His son, Robert Pattemuld serve as governor of Alabama after the \Wae elder
William Patton died in 1846 and could have visithd tavern. If it were he who was noted in the &xdgerhaps he
did not come more often because surely he hadrbeitbes and spirits at own his residence. It isbplie that the
guest at the tavern was the elder Patton’s sorjawilM. Patton, who married Mary Ann Miller in 183Their
years together in the early 1840s were particuldiffycult. They lost at least four infant daugtgeand Mary Ann
died in 1844, just a little over a month after treath of her last baby. William Patton, the youngéxd in 1859 at
the age of 52°

Thomas Bibb may have still been flush with cashhigrcarpentry work on construction of the new Mrk
House on the square while he spent time at thernid¥@ne might recognize the Bibb surname. The Hunésvil
Bibbs were cousins of the two brothers who sensefirst and second governors of Alabama, who priybdid not
frequent Dunn’s Tavern. Thomas, Robert and Benjdsitib did.

At least three Bibb brothers were early settlerd éwed in and around Huntsville for many years.
Although another brother, Benjamin Franklin Biblvet in Tennessee, he visited the tavern here oftetB43.
Amanda, daughter of the brother William Bibb (notthe ledger), married first Mr. Bennett and themnl J.
Coleman. If the fourth brother, Reverend James BibMethodist minister, imbibed, he did not do sdann’s
tavern. Thomas Jefferson Bibb, the carpenter, srrhlariam Fielder and after her death married hsters
Elizabeth. He had done well and by 1860, at thech@®, was worth $18,000. According to the fanhiigtory, Tom
Bibb came to visit his cousins and enlisted withdfew Jackson. Bibb fought in the Battle of New @rls,
“captured a British Major who surrendered to hind avhose sword is now in Washington.” The historptawes,
“during the War between the States...General Sheptared a permanent guard about the tomb of Thoritas B
becalﬁe of his fine career at the Battle of Neve@n$.” This story has not been substantiated fbereirhomas
Bibb.

Nimrod Fielder, a carpenter by trade, came to Hillesabout 1824, and married Elizabeth Riggs. His
many visits to Dunn’s Tavern had not been too hafnd his health. Fielder died in 1854 at the ag83at the
home of Thomas Bibb, fellow carpenter and his selaiv. Nimrod “had an eventful life and was welloam to
all.”*®

Perhaps his business was nearby or perhaps HealyBs just a thirsty man. His entry on the ledges
often the first one for the day, 29 visits in &l trade a shoemaker, Mr. Beal later lost his wifza, in January of
1845, age 52 at her death. He remained at home twithdaughters at least until 1850 when he was Bénw
enumerated?

Richard Green Hamlet enjoyed patronage at the Taver was served 24 times according to the ledger.
Called “Green” by his friends, in 1836 Green Hamilets one among the company of men from Madison oun
who fought in the Texas War of Independerfce.

Only once did tavern-keeper Dunn list a surnameeuted by a military title. However his title wasatly
acknowledged when Col. Larkin Bradford’'s name wateeed into the book. Larkin came from the familyao
noted pioneer Indian fighter. His fathef! lit. Larkin Bradford, Sr., of the Tennessee Volense had been killed

a4 GandrudMarriages 218, 264, 454, 321; HuntsvillRemocrat March 18, 1843; 1850 Census.

45 Robey,Maple Hill, 2, 41; Anne Newport Royalletters 122, 217.

46 Record Dream 94.

47 GandrudMarriage, 117; Census 1860; Charles William Bitibb Family in America(Baltimore, n. p. ,1941), 117- 119.
48 MCRC; GandrudMarriages 539.

4% Gandrud Marriages,483; RobeyMaple Hill, 17.

%0 Gandrud Marriages,484; RecordDream  87.
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fighting the Creek Indians at Talladega, Alabamatdmahawk buried in his brain.” Locally Colonel Bfard
Larkin served as commander of thé“@3egiment of the local militi&

In Huntsville the Colonel had married Jane Catteeddames in 1835. She died just a month aftengivi
birth to their third son. Jane’s tombstone readswsas “consort of Larkin Bradford who departed tiis June &,
1840 in peace, age 22 years, ‘Lips | have kissedrgdaded and cold; hands | have pressed, yoooxered with
mould; form | have clasped thou art crumbling awayd soon in your bosom the weeper will lay7.”

His three children now without a mother, Col. Biadf married the widow Louisa (Keyes) Thomas of
Athens in September of 1843. Louisa Thomas prelycued lost her husband, Micajah, one of the wésdthmen
in Athens, in September of 1840. Louisa came fromdisinguished family that included RevolutionaryakV
veterans. Her father, John Wade Keyes, served akeéBLHill, and this patriot named his twin sons @&goand
Washington. Keyes then settled in Limestone Couatyaise his family. Surely Louisa adequately comat
illustrious heritage and financial promisélt is always nice to marry for love, but it doeshurt to marry for love
and money.

In May of 1844 Larkin and Louisa Bradford signedate for over $981 to Josed. Bradford, a very
wealthy commission merchant of Huntsville. Josephife Martha had been a Patton, and she was a stste
probably the wealthiest man in town, William Pattafready introduced. These were not people takent lightly
or to have debts go unnoticed, even if they wengilfa (It is not clear what the relationship betwebe Bradford
men might have been, but surely there was someection.) When the note came due, court cases érimfere
being decided at the State Supreme Court of Alab&améortunately it was also revealed in the 1856islen that
Larkin Bradford was “utterly insolvent” and unaltepay the debt!

By 1850 Louisa and Larkin Bradford and their fivieildren had moved to Lafayette County, Missouri,
where his real estate in the census was valuegratand his occupation as a tinner. By 1870 helistesl as a Tin-
smith with four thousand dollars of real estate &imed hundred dollars personal estate. CoIoneI lr:aEkadford
now no longer a man to frequent taverns, joinedMloemon Church and
died about 1883 in Denver, Colorato.

* % %

John Dunn’s tavern, any tavern for that matters waplace for 5SS
men to enjoy politics. It was also a natural plémecandidates to be seer,
seriously discussing the issues of the day witlirthieuld-be electorate.
William W. King wrote his friend, Governor Clay, liE bar seems to be thé
grand pacific into which all minor streams of ligquempty... it is the grand

physicians & resort for the formation of friendsiacquaintances?®

At least two of Dunn’s regular customers that saasere hopeful ?;
local politicians. The HuntsvilleDemocrat announced candidates fo“
Sheriff of the county, among others, Cortez D. Ganmh and George Ak
Carmichael. Tavern visits apparently were not dedrital to political ﬂ
candidates. Georg/. Carmichael visited the tavern at least 19 times. (i
the other hand, the winner of that three-year te&ymsheriff was Cortez
Cavanaugh who stopped in at least 42 times in dh@essix-month period.
(The candidates probably also visited other tavetnsng this time.)
However, in 1852 and again in 1859, the will of ffeople ruled and Mr.
Carmichael became sheriff.

51 Gandrud Marriages 338.

52 Robey,Maple Hill, 11.

53 Robey,Maple Hill, 7; Phillip ReyerLimestone County, Alabama Marriage Bodkjmestone, Ala. Hist. Soc., 1979), 9;
Gandrud Marriages, 338; Census 1850, 1860.

54 Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in theeBugiCourt of Alabama, Vol. XVII, (Montgomery, ALp®Rer Press,
1850).

%5 Robey,Maple Hill, 11; <http://www.rootswebancestory.com/~tnsumner/bradéotdn® (accessed March 2010.)

%6 william W. King to Clement C. Clay, February 2838, Clay Collection, Perkins Library Special Cotlens from New
Orleans,
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Cortez Douglas Kavanaugh, born about 1805 in Tesm@escame to Madison County and was soon
accepted among the local sporting crowd. He mardeduitable young widow Catherine (Connally) Lewis.
Catherine’s father was John O. Connally owner ef@ieen Bottom Inn and Racetrack, friend of Anddaskson,
and raconteur about town. (Catherine had first imdrwilliam Lewis, but he died in 1832.) After thenarriage in
1834, Cortez was appointed administrator by righharriage to the estate of Lewis along with heather, George
Connally.

Unfortunately Catherine’s brother-in-law, JohleBns, another man noted for his racing stablesk ta

Lewis slave, Little Bill, without consent of the mthistrators. The slave later died in Mobile, andvinaugh
threatened to prosecute in the name of the Lew&eeBlevins, faced with the threat, replaceddéad slave with
one named Jack, valued at even more money. Howivarsuit eventually also carried to the Alabanigr&me

Court by the four Lewis children, it was allegeattthe bill of ownership for Jack, valued at $168@as drawn in
the name of Kavanaugh. Cortez Kavanaugh by thenimgmdvent and claimed Jack as his property. In71Bi%

stepchildren sued for their shares of the LewiatesiThe case, originally decided in the OrphansrQmder Judge
C. C. Clay, Sr., was affirmed by the state cout849>’

In the meanwhile Kavanaugh became an active gialitj and of course his visits to Dunn’s Tavern hrhig
be considered purely for campaigning. Kavanaugh &lasted sheriff of Madison County from 1837-1841l a
again from 1843-1846. In 1851-52 he was electetthéoAlabama House of Representatives. Not reeldotedat
position, he served as postmaster in Huntsvillenfd853-1857. By 1860 the census showed that Kagimaas
now a family man; he had at least six children and stepson in his household. His profession listad that of
Deputy Marshall. Interestingly, Mrs. Kavanaugh’sgmmal worth was noted as $1200, perhaps the esstiffher
first husband’s or her father John Connolly’s estdthe family moved away from Madison County, arait€z
Kavanaugh died in May 1864 in Howard County, Mis&ot

The newspapers also listed those gentlemen whohsdagepresent Madison County in the next State
Legislature. The Democratic candidates who stoppgddunn’s Tavern included Jason Jordan and Jeremiah
Clemens. Jason Jordan stopped in at Dunn’s onlg;gerhaps he visited other taverns instead. Aghde and his
wife, Charity Hobbs, shared long-time Huntsvillenpections, Jordan lost the election in 1843. Pevliawas just
as well. Jordan and his family moved to Holmes @puMississippi where several of her family hadeally
relocated, and by1860 his assets were valued at®A8000In the same year, Clemens and his wife were living
with her father and Clemens had no monetary asssgsm

Clearly the politician at Dunn’s tavern with theghest aspirations was Jeremiah Clemens. At the hiene
was a young man of 29, already a lawyer and matdedary, the daughter of wealthy merchant JohndRé&e
many southern men, Clemens volunteered as a ptivdight against the Cherokees in 1834. He wastedeto the
State Legislature each year from 1839 to 1841 8KR21he raised a company of riflemen and marchédigtd in the
Texas War of Independence. On his return to Hulidswiisits to the tavern did not hurt his chaneéth the all-
male voters. He was reelected in 1843 and 184Mdeth e¢gislature.

Later, during the War with Mexico in 1847, Jerem{@lemens was a Lt. Colonel in the U. S. Army. He
was next elected to the U. S. Senate from 1849-1BBBing a short stint in Memphis as a newspapétoed
Clemens wrote two successful autobiographical roabbut his experiences in Texas. Even though seavkamown
cooperationist, Clemens later represented Madismmy at the Alabama Secession Convention. WherCthig
War started, he accepted an appointment as Majoet@kin the militia of Alabama but never saw aetservice.
By 1862 he clearly recognized the hopelessnes$i@fSouth’s position and how devastating it woulddmee.
Clemens and others went to Washington in an attdmpgee President Lincoln and initiate a treatypeéce.
Despised as a traitor in the South, Clemens finalbved to Philadelphia where he wrote one of th& fiovels
about the Civil WarTobias WilsonThe book was published after his death in 1865.

In the first months, James T. Figures of Clarke i@pwvas a frequent visitor to the tavern. Howevisr h
many purchases only included tobacco, coffee, ¢altese, apples and cider. Perhaps the young msairying to
socialize and make new friends. In his native Ga@ounty, his large family had centered on his qarélaj.
Thomas Figures and Elizabeth (Walker) Coleman EiguAn esteemed citizen, the major had served mefaé
Coffee’s command during the Indian War of 1816. Ng@Urigures came to Huntsville to serve as an apipeem

57 Reports argued and determined by the Supreme 6bAtabama, June Term, Vol. XVI, 817-827.
%8 Digital Library on American Slavery, Petition #8706, http://library.unc.ed/slavery/details.aspat2p177.
% HuntsvilleDemocratJuly 6, 1843; MCRC; 1860 Census
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the newspaper business with his brother, WilliarbtBFigures. William Figures himself had come earlis a
novice to learn the newspaper business from JohegaColeman, co-owner of tf@outhern MercuryWilliam
Figures later purchased the newspaper and renarttesSouthernAdvocate After learning the trade, young James
Figures returned home where he and another bresiiablished the Grove Hileraldin 1849. James Figures died
in 1853 while tending patients of the Yellow Feegidemic in Clarke County.

Also noted among Madison County citizens who owaasly stopped in at the tavern was John James
Coleman. He was a lawyer and for a brief time owsfea local newspaper. His first wife, the widow Anda
Bennett, daughter of William and Sarah Bibb, haglvjmusly married William Bennett in 1828, but hedlia year
later. She then married John Coleman in 1841 aed tfad two children, Amanda Narcissa Graves Coleamah
John Williams Walker Coleman. After her death ir498Coleman married as his second wife, Palmyra,Jan
daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Acklen. Palmyree@an died in 1860, “She is not dead but sleefth.”

Again, noting the ties that often run so deeplyMadison County, Mr. Colemarit seems, had well-
regarded connections. John Williams Walker had ie@rthe daughter of LeRoy Pope and moved here from
Petersburg, Georgia. Walker later became theUirSt Senator from Alabama. In his letters John maed to his
brother Samuel Walker his responsibility for theaor sister Polly, now widowed, nearly destituted ainable to
provide for her family. Apparently this is the saflzabeth (Walker) Coleman who later married ToiguFes and
relocated in Clarke County. John Coleman was likelg of her sons and thus a half-brother to tharEgmen who
came to learn the newspaper business Here.

The Gooches were another respected family. Theerfathh the Gooch brothers, Roland Gooch, was
originally from Albemarle County, Virginia and madiee trip to purchase land on the first legal dayales in
February of 1818. He returned to Virginia and eszbhis wife, Elizabeth and their five childrentb@ir new home
in western Madison County. (Two of the Gooch sistétmerica Virginia and Mary E. married Petty bexthin
Madison County who decided later to try their luckhe gold fields of California. Mary died on bdaa boat on the
Mississippi River and was buried in the river.) Thigd son, Capt. William M. Gooch, only stoppecterat Dunn’s
Tavern. During this time he was probably courtingrld Combs before their marriage in 1844. Williaraddof
typhoid fever in October of 1861, age about 5&ds written “He leaves an interesting famify.”

Brother, Nathaniel Matson Gooch, (called Matt), wasn in 1822 after the family had moved to Madison
County. Matt married first Susan Lightsey in 18&ight years later he married Mary Ann (Patton) widof
William Sellick. Mary Ann’s brother, Dr. Charles f&an, at the time of the Civil War lived in LeRoypjge’s former
house, Poplar Grove. Mary Ann Gooch, now widowedeaond time lived in the cottage next-door that was
destroyed by the Yankees as they fortified Patthills Those homes were caught in a sketch at tiha by an
illustrator forHarper's Weekly*

One of the most frequent visitors, if not the miostiuent, at Dunn’s place was Cyrus Staymate,dthert
According to the census he was not living heregaQl By 1850 he was listed as single, born, c.1868rding with
the Johnson family. In 1860 he was age 50, a talagle, with $200 personal value, and living ia bwn house.
By 1870, age 59 he lived alone. There was no memticCyrus Staymate in local records after fRat.

Staymate’s partner in business and at the tavasWiilliam Higgins, also a tailor and also a bacheln
the March 18 issue of the Huntsvill®emocratfor 1843 they announced to the public,

Having entered into co-partnership for the purpafsearrying on the Tailoring business in all the
various branches....They hope by their constant @tteto business, and the prompt manner that
all work committed to their care shall be executdd receive a liberal share of patronage.

80 Gandrud, Marriages, 536; Maria Bankhead Ov@&tory of Alabama(NY: Lewis Historical Publ., 1949), 3: 145; John
Simpson GrahanHlistory of Clarke County, AlabaméBirmingham, Birmingham Printing Co., 1991), 253, 5

%1 Gandrud Marriages 363, 500, 523; Robeiaple Hill, 11.

52 Bailey, Hugh C.John Williams Walker(University, AL: Univ. of Al Press, 1964), 71, 1.7(The two Coleman children were
named perhaps for a Coleman relative, Narcissaalbatfor Graves and John Williams Walker, two Véalkrothers.)

53 Gandrud Marriages 370, 480Heritage of Madison Count209-212; MCRC.

54 Heritage 209-212; Gandrudviarriages 506;Heritage,307. Harper's WeeklyMarch 19, 1864, also seen on the cover of
Incidents of the War: The Civil War Journal of Malgne Chadick.

55 Federal Censuses, 1840-1870.
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The partnership was over at least by August of 1858n Higgins, noted as “an old citizen of Huntgyfl
died®®

* % %

Dunn’s Tavern was open approximately 146 days Herytear 1843. Many of the regulars were already
evident that second day of January 1843 when tbeuat book began. However, 34 men made only orig ¥8
came only twice and 16 came three times. Cleamyai the regulars who kept the tavern running. Qargécularly
good day $4.61% to $5.09%4 might have been extendeztedit. On most days tabs ran about $2 to $8,cena
poor day the amount was as little as 25 cents.ofijh Henry Beal was often the first entry of thg,ddearly the
tailors William Higgins and Cyrus Staymate were $iteadiest (or unsteadiest) customers during tfié$ period.
Henry Beal's 29 visits pale in comparison to 42pstdoy Cortez Cavanaugh, Crusaw Robinson’'s 43, Cyrus
Staymate’s 75, topped only by his partner Williangdins at 80 visits. Dunn had apparently hired RM&chell to
work around the place in June as Mitchell receis@sh out according to the ledger. Yet again, oneocdy surmise
the amount of money and the number of customerspaitJohn Dunn in cash.

The reader will probably never learn more abobtindd Dunn — ever. The last pages of the daybbows
a deterioration of the handwriting of the entrithe& pages of the ledger show even different hariohgs. Was Mr.
Dunn showing signs of age, a stroke, illness, toehralcohol himself, or simply dim candlelight? etheless it is
clear that something is amiss. Some days the taveok had no entries, and attendance slimmed dovenfew
customers. By June 1843 the handwriting and thewds have become difficult to decipher. The détesame
confused and muddled, the handwriting more thatil@ $haky. The last entry on June 29 was to on8.RMitchell
for cash out, $1.00.The last two customers servec: hose old partners, Cyrus Staymate and Willliggins,
fixtures at the tavern. Mitchell would have to kofor new work; Staymate and Higgins would havdoiok for a
new watering hole.
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