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The Bizarre 
Life Of

Dr Burritt
by Clarence Scott

He was practically a recluse. 
Scorned by Huntsville’s high soci­
ety, (except for when they would 
stoop to ask him for another chari­
table contribution) he was ridiculed 
by most everyone else.

He lived in a fantasy world 
where the old South still flourished, 
where insanity was only whispered 
about behind closed doors and 
where bizarre behavior was accept­
able if one had a proper pedigree 
and enough wealth.

William Henry Burritt returned 
to Huntsville after graduating from 
Vanderbilt Medical School in 1890 
and was immediately accepted into 
the burgeoning city’s social circle. 
Meticulously dressed and well spo­
ken, Burritt seemed to epitomize the 
breeding and culture of the South.

Burritt’s family were among 
the best known in Huntsville. His 
maternal grandfather, Black Bill 
Robinson, had served as sheriff in 
Huntsville between 1842 and 1852. 
After Black Bill’s early death from 
cancer, his widow built the mansion 
known as Quietdale Plantation. 
Burritt’s father was a well respected 
doctor who through various busi­
ness dealings had accumulated a siz­
able fortune before his untimely 
death.

The only blemish on Burritt’s 

family biography was, to him, his 
mother, Mary Robinson Burritt. She 
had been displaying unpredictable 
behavior for some time and Burritt, 
painfully aware that three of her 
brothers had been certified as in­
sane, was undoubtedly troubled. 
Although Mrs. Burritt was appar­
ently, by today’s standards, merely 
senile, her behavior caused a deeply 
rooted estrangement from her son.

Burritt lived with his mother, 
and liked to entertain his friends in 
their large home (20 rooms). 
Though there was ample money to 
hire someone to care for her, Burritt 
chose to celebrate his 21 st birthday 
by having her committed to an in­
sane asylum where she died 33 years 
later.

His subsequent actions raised 
eyebrows among Huntsville’s gos­
sips. He filed for a court order to 
name himself as the owner of his 
mother’s estate.

Inconsistencies in Burritt’s 
personal history have perplexed his­
torians for years. Although biogra­
phies of Burritt have listed him as 
being in the lumber, mercantile and 
farming business none of it is actu­
ally true. These businesses were 
owned by his family and he listed 
his occupation as “retired” during 
this period.

Burritt, as a young man, be­
gan displaying traits of paranoia that 
would follow him throughout his 
life. When asked about his family 
or personal life he would give false 
answers. Interestingly, he never 
gave the same answer twice. Even 
records on file with the historic 
commission contains such a collec­
tion of erroneous information that 
many modern day researchers have 
thrown up their hands in despair.

In 1892 Burritt met Pearl
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Johnson, the daughter of a visiting 
Union officer. After a brief court­
ship of a few months they became 
engaged and then, for some unex­
plained reason, he insisted on being 
wed some place other than Hunts­
ville or Alabama.

The bride-to-be was puzzled, 
as was the rest of Huntsville soci­
ety, but nevertheless went along 
with his request. They were ulti­
mately married in Denver, Colo­
rado, with no friends or family in 
attendance.

The next few years would have 
been a comfortable period of 
Burritt’s life if it had not been for 
his medical practice. He had none! 
Though he had graduated from 
medical school he had failed the 
state examination. This was a source 
of great humiliation for Burritt. His 
father had been a doctor as had his 
grandfather. And perhaps most im­
portantly, the title of doctor carried 
much social prestige.

It would not be until 1898, af­
ter taking the examination three 
times, that Burritt finally received 
his license to practice.

Less than 30 days after receiv­
ing his license Burritt was again in­
volved in controversy when his wife 
died suddenly. Church records listed 
her death as appendicitis but her 
family maintained it was caused by 
complications arising from an ill 
performed abortion. It took the in­
tervention of concerned citizens and 
friends to prevent Pearl’s three 
brothers from committing bodily 
harm to Burritt. From that time on, 
Pearl’s family would have nothing 
to do with Dr. W.H. Burritt.

Burritt was appointed to the 
position of examining surgeon for 
the Bureau of Pensions in 1898. 
This was the only medical position 

he ever held and it was largely an 
honorary one, as it basically con­
sisted of examining ex-soldiers to 
see if their claims were justified.

Carrie Burritt Matthews, 
Burritt’s only sibling, also became 
interested in the medical field dur­
ing this time. Although not a doc­
tor she contributed much of her time 

Exttnsion A-98 ,5

to charitable causes, with the local 
hospital being her main interest. Her 
work was cut short when Burritt 
requested that she go to Waco, 
Texas to see a drug clinic he was 
interested in.

After several trips to Texas and 
back, she left Huntsville for Waco 
once again and disappeared. Inves-
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tigators never discovered a clue to 
her whereabouts and Burritt never 
explained it.

Several months later, with Car­
rie still missing, Burritt served as 
witness to her husband as he mar­
ried another woman. Shortly after­
wards he gained possession of
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Carrie’s estate, which provoked bit­
ter anger among the Matthews fam­
ily.

In 1889, while resting at his 
summer home on Monte Sano, he 
was summoned to treat a woman at 
the Monte Sano Hotel. The woman, 
Josephine Drummond, had caught 
diphtheria from drinking contami­
nated well water.

Josephine was not the type of 
woman that would ordinarily appeal 
to Burritt. A widow, 20 years his 
senior; she was short, fat and had 
an overbearing nature, but, she was 
also very rich. She was the heiress 
to the vast Drummond tobacco for­
tune.

It was a whirlwind romance, 
culminating in an engagement an­
nouncement two months later. 
Again Burritt insisted on being mar­
ried out of state with no explana­
tion given.

Life for Burritt changed dras­
tically after moving to Josephine's 
home in St. Louis, Missouri. He 
now lived in a household where ser­
vants catered to his every desire and 
he socialized with some of the most 
prominent people in the country. 
Trips to Europe and the Orient were 

common and life was an extended 
holiday.

But there was something miss­
ing. Burritt, clearly felt he did not 
fit in with St. Louis society.

He began to insist upon being 
called “Doctor” and would become 
furious when someone forgot. He 
changed his family history by omit­
ting the fact that he had a sister and 
he claimed his mother was from a 
wealthy New York family. One day 
he would deny having been married 
before and then the following day 
would talk in glowing terms of his 
first marriage.

Declining to pursue a medi­
cal practice, the doctor became a 
self-styled inventor, claiming to hold 
over 40 patents. In reality most of 
the patents were absolutely useless, 
if not far fetched, and the only two 
patents that might have had any 
practical use were purchased from 
an employee of a tire manufactur­
ing firm. Oddly enough, he never 
tried to make any money off the 
patents, preferring, apparently, to 
keep them as a conversation piece.

His attitude toward other 
people also begin to change during 
this period. Researchers at the St. 
Louis Historical Society maintain 
that Burritt, while not cruel, was 
totally uncaring about anyone that 
didn’t fit into his small circle of ac­
quaintances.

Josephine’s family was likely 
alarmed when they begin to hear 
stories of Burritt’s bizarre behavior, 
but had little say in the matter as 
long as she was happy.

Burritt and Josephine returned 
often to Huntsville on visits. While 
the ladies of the town were awed 
by Josephine’s display of jewelry, 
(she owned 196 diamonds and 76 
sapphires) the men marveled at 
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Burritt’s apparent success as an in­
ventor. Again, most everything that 
Burritt revealed about his life in St. 
Louis was a fabrication.

In 1923 while visiting Hunts­
ville, Burritt became alarmed at the 
actions of his nephew, Burritt 
Matthews. Albeit there are still wit­
nesses alive that can testify to his 
nephew’s sanity, Burritt, acting in 
the role of a doctor, signed the pa­
pers to have him committed to the 
state insane asylum. As one of the 
reasons for the commitment, Burritt 
listed “insanity caused by smoking 
cigarettes.”

The nephew died in 1941, ac­
cording to a marker behind the 
Burritt mausoleum in Maple Hill 
cemetery.

Dr. Burritt gained control of 
his estate.

Josephine Drummond Burritt 
died of a heart attack in 1935 and 
Dr. Burritt immediately became per­
sona non grata to her family and St. 
Louis society.

He moved back to Huntsville 
within a few months and one of the 
first things he did after returning was 
to have a mausoleum built in Maple 
Hill cemetery. The mausoleum con­
tained places for nine bodies, two 
of which Burritt filled with his par­
ents and his first wife.

Years later an employee of 
Burritt’s told of accompanying him 
to the cemetery where Burritt 
showed him the bodies of his par­
ents. According to the employee, 
they had both been placed in a single 
casket, filled with formaldehyde and 
with a glass "window" for viewing.

Burritt, perhaps remembering 
the good times he spent on Monte 
Sano when he was younger, pur­
chased a large tract of land on the 
mountain to build his home on. In­

stead of sticking to conventional 
building methods he chose to build 
it with bales of straw. The bales 
were stacked to form the walls and 
covered with a coat of plaster. 
Though unconventional, everyone 
agreed that the house was notice­
ably cooler during the hot summer 
months.

Unfortunately, the day the 
home was completed and Burritt 
was to move in, an electrical short 
circuit in the basement caused a fire 
that totally destroyed the home. A 
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threatened lawsuit against Alabama 
Power Company produced a 
$30,000 out of court settlement and 
Burritt immediately began rebuild­
ing.

During this time Burritt’s be­
havior began to change drastically. 
He had always been considered ec­
centric, and possibly strange, but 
now he seemed to develop a mas­
ter-servant complex.

During many of his visits to the 
construction site Burritt would sum­
mon the workers while he ate lunch. 
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He would then ignore them while 
he ate his meal, leaving them pa­
tiently standing next to the table, 
sometimes for as long as 30 or 45 
minutes. Upon finishing the meal 
Burritt would dismiss them from his 
presence with no explanation given. 
Other workmen told stories of be­
ing ordered to clear the site of rocks, 
and even though they had wheelbar­
rows, were forced to carry the rocks 
by hand while Burritt sat under a 
tree and watched them.

In 1937 Burritt remarried but 
the marriage only lasted a short 
time. Again for reasons never ex­
plained, Burritt insisted on being 
married out of state.

The woman’s friends, still liv­
ing in Huntsville, tell of her being a 
virtual prisoner on the mountain.

According to her friends, 
Burritt would place live, poisonous 
snakes in her bed and warn her that 
the snakes were the guardians of his 
property. If she ever tried to leave 
the property, he said, the snakes 
would stop her.

When she finally built up the 
courage to leave, walking off the 
mountain in the middle of the night, 

K

she immediately filed for divorce 
stating that she had “cause to fear 
danger for her life.”

After the divorce Burritt 
seemed to sink deeper into the 
imaginary world that he had carved 
out for himself. With his home com­
pleted he spent much of his time in 
showing off the treasures and oddi­
ties he had collected from around 
the world. There was the bed that 
he claimed was 1200 years old and 
once owned by a Spanish king. Also 
displayed prominently was a set of 
china once owned by President 
Grover Cleveland.

Sadly, it was all a fantasy. The 
bed was purchased in a St. Louis 
secondhand furniture store and the 
china, a commercial variety, had 
never been owned by Cleveland or 
any other president.

Burritt developed a fixation 
with his health. Years earlier he had 
planted a large fruit orchard on his 
property and though he had always 
enjoyed fresh fruit, he now refused 
to eat any except for the first one to 
ripen on the vine. Toward the end 
of his life he refused to eat any food, 
preferring to drink goat’s milk pro­

duced by his herd of dairy goats.
The last few years of his life 

were spent in loneliness. Though he 
had a few close friends with whom 
he maintained sporadic contact, he 
spent his time in seclusion, a virtual 
prisoner of the fantasy world he had 
created. Where once he had social­
ized with some of the richest people 
in this country, he was now reduced 
to trading his second wife’s jewelry, 
as if they were mere baubles, in ex­
change for a few hours of conver-
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sation and company. Much of this 
jewelry ended up in a local pawn 
shop.

Dr. William Burritt died in 
1955, leaving his home to the city 
of Huntsville to be used for a mu­
seum. Although he had prepared a 
meticulous will, specifying where 
every cent of his money was to go 
to, strangely enough, he left no 
money for his own burial.

Editor s Note:
When the city of Huntsville 

took over the property, the house 
and lands were found to be infested 
with snakes. Another lingering mys­
tery concerns the family mausoleum 
in Maple Hill cemetery. When 
Burritt died it was discovered there 
was no room for his body in any of 
the nine crypts. There are no 
records and no one has ever been 
able to explain whose remains are 
interred there.

If I had my life to live over again, I’d dare to make more mis­
takes next time. I’d relax, I would limber up. I would be sillier than I 
have been this trip. I would take fewer things seriously, I would climb 
more mountains and swim more rivers. I would eat more ice cream 
and less beans. I would perhaps have more actual troubles, but I’d 
have fewer imaginary ones.

You see, I’m one of those people who live sensibly and sanely 
day after day. Oh, I’ve had my moments, and if I had it to do over 
again, I’d try to have nothing else. Just moments, one after another, 
instead of living so many years ahead of each day. I’ve been one of 
those persons who never goes anywhere without a thermometer, a 
hot water bottle, a raincoat and a parachute. If I had to do it again, I 
would travel lighter the next time around.

If I had my life to live over, I would start barefoot earlier in the 
spring and stay that way later in the fall. I would go to more dances. 
I would ride more merry-go-rounds. I would pick more daisies.

Nadine Star, 85 Years Old, Louisville, Ky.

7fh Annual SI, Patrick's Dav Celebration

Ruqcjbv's
4820 University Drive 895-0795
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News 
From 
1907

Delsie Long, a young man 
from Marshall County was arrested 
in the Whitesburg precinct yester­
day and brought here to jail on a 
warrant charging bastardy.

A warrant for the young man’s 
arrest was sworn out in Justice 
Grimmett’s court by Miss Daisy 
Bowers, a young girl of the 
Whitesburg community, who claims 
that the man promised to marry her 
sometime ago. Long is not 21, she 
claims and his parents have refused 
to give their consent for him to 
marry her.

For Sale - Two .5 acre tracts 
of land situated on West Clinton 
Street. This property will be sold at 
a bargain. See Boyd and Wellman.

For Sale - The Petty cottage, 
situated on East Randolph Street. 
This must be sold and will be sold 
soon.

Lost - on the street between 
Walker Street and Huntsville Bank 
& Trust Co., a star and crescent 
gold scarf pin with pearls. Reward 
if returned to the Bank & Trust.

I propose to open a private 
school for boys at my residence on 
East Holmes Street on Tuesday, the 
first day of October, 1907. I will 
teach whatever is necessary for en­
trance into the Sophomore class in

any college in the state of Alabama. 
Baseball and football will be in my 
curriculum, my fee is $5 per month 
paid in advance. Chas. O. Shepherd.

For Sale - the Jim Pollard cot­
tage situated on Madison Street 
This is a charming piece of prop­
erty and will go fast.

For rent - five room cottage 
on East Clinton Street, nicely fur­
nished, garden in rear. Apply to Mrs. 
E. C. Yarbrough.

For sale - Very desirable and 
safe family horse and buggy. Can be 
seen at Bennett’s stable. Apply to 
stable or Southern depot.

Pet Deer To Be Put in the 
County Court Yard.

Sheriff William Mitchell is in 
correspondence with various parties 
for the purpose of buying a pair of 
pet deer for the county court yard. 
They will make the yard look more 

attractive. The unsightly pathways 
will soon be obliterated as the sher­
iff has placed a number of signs up 
bordering the pavement forbidding 
anyone from walking on the grass. 
Whomever violates this rule in the 
future will be arrested and fined.
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The governors of 
(Huntsville

by Jack Harwell

Naming a street after someone 
famous is a good way to ensure that 
they will remain famous even after 
they’re dead. If you look at the 
names of some of the streets around 
Huntsville you’ll see many examples 
of this. Andrew Jackson Way, for 
one, honors the general and presi­
dent who passed through town in 
1818 on his way to Horseshoe Bend 
to fight the Creeks. And many 
towns have a Washington Street and 
a Jefferson Street including ours.

It’s also possible to have one 
street serve as a memorial to many 
persons and this is the case with 
Governors Drive. This route which 
runs through the medical district and 
out to West Huntsville was renamed 
in the 1950s to honor the Alabama 
governors who came from Madison 
County. Originally the street was 
known as Fifth Avenue and half a 
century ago marked the southern 
limit of the built-up area of Hunts­
ville.

If you’ve lived here very long 
you can probably remember some 
of the Fifth Avenue landmarks such 
as the Fifth Avenue School or the 
Fifth Avenue Hospital which were 
located next to one another about 
where the North Alabama Rehabili­
tation Hospital now stands. The 
homes on the south side of the street 
between Memorial Parkway and 

Harvard Road were already there in 
the ’50s, and some of them long 
before that. My father-in-law who 
grew up nearby can remember when 
the street was first paved and it 
wasn’t that long ago. If you look 
closely you can see the old concrete 
street markers which still read, 
“Fifth Avenue W.”

During the expansion which 
took place in Huntsville during the 
’50s, Fifth Avenue became very 
busy indeed. When the new Ala­
bama Highway 20 was built to 
Decatur it connected to the west end 
of Fifth, and was known as Four 
Lane Drive. Eventually the decision 

was made to give the whole route 
one name and Governors Drive was 
created.

Nine governors of Alabama 
were either bom here, lived here or 
were closely enough associated with 
Madison County to be memorial­
ized here. Few of these men are 
household names today yet they are 
still a part of our local heritage.

Alabama’s first two governors 
were brothers William Wyatt and 
Thomas Bibb. William was a doc­
tor and onetime legislator from 
Georgia when he was appointed 
governor of the Alabama Territory 
by President Monroe in 1817. Ala­
bama was originally part of the Mis­
sissippi Territory which included all 
of what is now Mississippi and Ala­
bama except for the coastal areas 
which belonged to Spain. When 
Mississippi was admitted to the 
Union in 1817, the area to the east 
was organized as the Alabama Ter­
ritory. William Wyatt Bibb was the 
Territory’s first and only governor.

Governor Bibb’s first service 
to Alabama was to establish the 
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border between it and Mississippi. 
When the latter became a state its 
representatives wanted to establish 
the Tombigbee River as the state line 
which would have given Sumter, 
Choctaw, Washington, and Mobile 
counties to Mississippi. Thanks to 
the efforts of William Wyatt Bibb, 
the city of Mobile is today in Ala­
bama and not Mississippi.

William Bibb was a delegate to 
the state constitutional convention 
in Huntsville in 1819. A reproduc­
tion of the building where he and 
the other delegates framed 
Alabama’s constitution stands 
downtown, two blocks off the 
square. It is also where Bibb was 
sworn in as the first governor of the 
State of Alabama on November 9,
1819. The state capital was subse­
quently relocated to Cahaba; Bibb 
was the only governor to serve in 
Huntsville.

Alabama’s first governor was 
also the first to die in office. Will­
iam Wyatt Bibb died on July 10,
1820, of injuries resulting from a fall 
from a horse. He had served as gov­
ernor for just eight months. He is 
buried at his family plot in Elmore 
County. His brother Thomas was 
elected to complete his two-year 
term.

Like his brother, Thomas Bibb 
had been a delegate to the constitu­
tional convention. He made his 
home in Limestone County near 
Mooresville. His home called Belle 
Mina, later gave its name to the sur­
rounding community. During his 
term the name of Cahaba County 
was changed to Bibb County to 
honor his late brother. When Tho­
mas Bibb died in 1839, he became 
the first Alabama governor to be 
buried at Maple Hill Cemetery.

The first native bom governor

was John Anthony Winston (1853- 
1857), who was born in Madison 
County in 1812. Winston first came 
to national prominence when he 
spoke at the Democrat National 
Convention in 1848. During his 
term as governor, he vetoed more 
than 30 spending bills, many of them 
authorizing state money for rail­
roads, to which Winston was op­
posed. His frugality with state funds 
earned him the sobriquet, “veto 
governor.” The year after leaving 
office, Hancock County was re­
named Winston County in his honor. 
During the Civil War he led the 8th 
Alabama Infantry for twelve 
months, seeing fierce action during 
the early campaigns in Virginia. Af­

Black’s Furniture

ter the war, he was elected a sena­
tor, but the Senate refused to seat 
him.

In addition to Thomas Bibb, 
four other governors are buried at 
Maple Hill. Clement Comer Clay 
(8th governor 1835-1837) was, like 
the Bibbs, a delegate to the consti­
tutional convention. Originally from 
Virginia, he lived here from 1811 
until his death in 1866. Before be­
coming governor he had also dis­
tinguished himself as the first chief 
justice of the Alabama Supreme 
Court. After resigning from the 
court, he is said to have fought a 
duel with a Dr. Daddy Tate of Lime­
stone County, for unknown reasons. 
Both men survived, though both 
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were wounded.
Reuben Chapman (13th gov­

ernor, 1847-1849) was the first gov­
ernor to serve his entire term in 
Montgomery, the capital having 
been moved there shortly before he 
took office. He came to Huntsville 
in 1824 and was admitted to the bar 
the following year. Chapman prac­
ticed law here for one year, then 
moved to Morgan County. He was 
extremely land wealthy, with hold­

ings in Madison, Morgan, and 
Sumter Counties, as well as in 
Texas. Three days before his term 
as governor expired, the state Capi­
tol burned down. He returned to 
Huntsville, and lived here the rest 
of his life. Chapman Elementary 
School (on Reuben Drive) is named 
in his honor.

Robert Miller Patton (20th 
governor, 1865-1868) was edu­
cated at Green Academy and was a 
founder of the Bell Factory. Patton 

was the first governor elected un­
der the post-Civil War constitution. 
His predecessor, Lewis Parsons, 
refused to turn the office over until 
ordered to do so by the Secretary 
of State. Patton’s plot at Maple Hill 
also contains the remains of his two 
sons, Robert and William, both of 
whom were killed at Shiloh.

David Peter Lewis (23rd gov­
ernor, 1872-1874) grewup in Madi­
son County and practiced law in 
Huntsville and in Lawrence County.

Dilworth Lumber Co.
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When the Civil War broke out he 
opposed secession, although he 
signed the secession ordinance and 
served in the Confederate Congress. 
After the war, he changed his alle­
giance and was elected governor as 
a Radical Republican. When it came 
time to elect a senator to represent 
the newly readmitted state in Wash­
ington, there were two candidate, a 
Republican and a Democrat. The 
Democrat lost, and Lewis had to call 
Federal troops to the capital to en­
force the decision. He later formed 
a separate state legislature to ensure 
that no more Democrats were sent 
to the Senate. Needless to say, his 
peers had few kind words for David 
Peter Lewis.

Finally, there is Edward H. 
O’Neal (1882-1886), bom in Madi­
son County in 1818. Like John Win­
ston, he led an infantry unit in the 
Civil War (26th Alabama). His son 
Emmett served as governor from 
1911 to 1915. Until recently, the 
ONeals were the only father and son 
governors in Alabama history.

These are the men whom Gov­
ernors Drive is intended to honor. 
But the story would not be complete 
without the mention of one other 
name. When the street was first ex­
panded a suggestion was made that 
it be named in honor of the incum­
bent governor, “Big Jim” Folsom. 
But Folsom himself rejected the idea 
as inappropriate and suggested in­
stead the name Governors Drive. In 
that way the name honors him as 
well

Life is wkat happens to you 

when you are making oik ep 

plans.

Betty TalmaJge, 19124

It Served
Them
Right

from the Huntsville Gazette 
September 21, 1890

Sept. 18th 1890 Mary Herben and Mabie Brown, daughters of 
prominent residents of Pleasantville, fought a prizefight in a 16 foot 
ring pitched in an old barn on the outskirts of that town at three 
o’clock Sunday morning.

The cause of the fight was rivalry for the attentions of a young 
man named George Woodward. Thirty-Eight rounds were fought, in 
which both girls were severely punished, but neither had the advan­
tage, and the contest was declared a draw.

The combatants were stripped to the waist, and every part of 
their bodies exposed to view bore the traces of punishment. The 
referee, seconds and spectators were all females, friends of the prin­
cipals.

Woodward has since declared that he will have nothing to do 
with either of the girls.

Moody Monday's
Mon-Tue-Wed 

Free Lunch Buffet 
Thursday 

Karaoki, Free Spagetti 
& Sauce 

Friday 
Free Dinner Buffet

718 Church St.'
539-9945

Monkee Childress Mgr.
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Doctor Thrown in Jail For
Threatening Lives of Dallas

Residents
Attempts to Elude Officers by Whipping 

Up His Horse

from 1907 newspaper

Dr. B. J. Duckett, a practicing physician of Dallas Village, was ar­
rested today and lodged in jail on warrants charging him with threatening 
the lives of two residents^of Dallas and resisting arrest. His trial will come 
up this afternoon.

Complaints against Dr. Duckett were made by John Taylor and Rob­
ert Nichols, who charge that he had threatened to kill them. Papers were 
made out and it was the intention of the court to have the doctor brought 
in on peace proceedings. The papers were placed in the hands of Deputy 
Sheriff Robinson. The deputy saw the man he was seeking driving along 
Washington Street today and when he started toward him, Dr. Duckett 
whipped up his horse. There was a lively chase up the street and Deputy 
Miller joined in on the square. The prisoner offered resistance and the 
scene attracted a large crowd on the street.

Personal Injury
No Fee Is Charged 

If No Recovery

Divorce & Custody 
Criminal Cases

DUI Etc.

32 Yrs. Trial Experience

DAVID L. (Dea) THOMAS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
301 FRANKLIN ST.

536-0732
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Shaver's Top 10 
Books of Local & 
Regional Interest

1. More Than Conquerors - 
Local Author Kay Cornelius' Inspi­
rational Historical Romance Set in 
Huntsville During the Civil War 
($4.95).

2. How We Got To The Moon - 
The Story of the German Space Pio­
neers by Marsha Freeman ($15.00).

3. Re-Souled - A Spiritual 
Awakening - By Huntsville Native 
Dr. William H. (Bill) Goodson 
($13.95).

4. Wernher Von Braun: Cru­
sader For Space - Pictorial Memoir 
of the Space Pioneer by Dr. Ernst 
Stuhlinger ($29.50).

5. The Sword of Bushwhacker 
Johnston - The Civil War in Madi­
son & Jackson Counties ($19.95).

6. Mid-South Garden Guide - 
The Best Handbook for Zone 7 
(That's us) Gardening ($14.95).

7. Bottomless Well - Writer 
and Humanitarian Walter Terry's 
Novel of Growing Up in Huntsville 
($8.95).

8. The Right Kind of War - 
Huntsvillian John McCormick's 
World War II Novel, now in Paper­
back ($4.99).

9. True Tales of Old Madison 
County - Reprinted by the Historic 
Huntsville Foundation ($5.00).

10. Historic Limestone County 
- Stories and History by Robert 
Dunnavant, Jr. ($9.95).

Shaver's Bookstore 
(205) 536-1604 

2362 Whitesburg Dr.
Whitesburg at Bob Wallace 
Huntsville, Ala. 35801



Letters To
The Editor

Dear Sirs:

I have a bone to pick with you. 
The graphics “Soldier standing out­
side the field tent” you used for the 
War Of Yankee Aggression should 
be the stars and bars not the Stars 
and Stripes.

Thank you
Michael Mason, 
Fayetteville, Tn.

Dear Editor
I have been away from Hunts­

ville for 26 years. I was born 2/27/ 
41 in Madison County I also lived 
in the Dallas area and went to Risen 
School. I skated on the sidewalks 
of Dallas. Also went to Tom’s gro­
cery store on McKinley. My sister 
and brother-in-law, Donald and

Deliveryl

Free
/XT a * Parking!

fubniture

Discover Our 
Best Prices Of 

The Year. 
Great 

Selection!

Annual Bedding Sale

Agnes Johnson, lived in Dallas al­
most all of their lives. Yes, we were 
some that lived across the tracks. 
My aunt and Uncle McBride lived 
and worked in the Lincoln mills and 
village.

My mother Leona Williams 
Greenhaw worked on WPA. She 
had to really work hard to keep her 
job, as the men coming home from 
the war wanted jobs like her's.

My father, O. Greenhaw, was 
a bootlegger so you knew where he 
stayed most of the time. In one of 
your papers I read where people 
always helped each other. As my 
mother helped nurse Buddy Vickers 
as Aunt Lizzy didn’t have enough 
milk. I have a twin, Shelby 
Greenhaw, and remember how the 
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folks were talking about Uncle Wil­
liams getting us milk (canned) from 
the black market.

Just writing this down brings 
back so many memories, good as 
well as bad. I was really sick one 
time, the doctor told my mom that 
I had kidney poison and would not 
live. Of course one stayed home 
back then and the doctors came to 
your home. The neighbors collected 
money to help pay for my medicine. 
It cost over 4 dollars per day back 
then. I couldn’t have salt, sugar or 
grease and it was hard for people 
to feed me anything that I liked but 
they all pitched in and I’m well and 
doing great.

You might add in your papers 
that just because people move away, 
it doesn’t mean that the old times 
are forgotten. I’m a much stronger 
person for having that background 
and the love of family and friends.

I also loved Mr. Fain and Rison 
School. I have forgotten some 
names but still feel the love that I 
got. I remember Brother Wilson, 
Baptist Church, in Dallas on Fifth 
Street. Nancy Williams was the Sun­
day School teacher there.
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I’ll never forget those wonder­

ful days and people of Dallas Vil­
lage.

Shirley Greenhaw
Russellville, Mo.

Dear Old Huntsville,
In 1992 I inherited an original 

letter written in 1853 from Franklin 
County, Tennessee. It was from my 
Great Grandmother Hunt’s cousin, 
also a Hunt. Several names are listed 
but I don’t know how they are all 
connected as to who my great 
grandmother’s parents, brothers and 
sisters are. Please help me with John 
Hunt’s brothers, sisters, parents, 
children’s names. Maybe they will 
match some of the names in my let­
ter. This letter is my only lead as to 
who her people were.

Fashion j
Tjints |g 

From 19011
The latest idea in a bracelet is one of crystal and colored flat beads 

much like the old fashioned jet bracelets. It is sold at the glove shops for 
keeping the long gloves in place.

Some of the handkerchiefs shown this year are decidedly pretty. They 
are in white with border and over plaid of different colors and a wide 
embroidery in each square.

Joy Prevatt Glen 
St. Mary, Florida

A handsome blue feather boa made alternately of quilted lace and 
feathers. The ends of the long feather tassels have lace and feathers like 
the boa.

X

We Specialize In Copying
OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 

895-0495

BOB GATHANY
Photographer

4951 CENTURY STREET
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far as anyone could tell, entirely 
sober. I was twelve years old and 
decided a joke I had recently heard 
was suitably for the occasion. At a 
pause in the conversation, I began: 
“This man at a football game kept 
saying, ‘Ten thousand people, ten 
thousand people.’ Finally a man sit­
ting next to him said, ‘Why do you 
keep saying that? The first man said, 
"Ten thousand people in this sta­
dium and that Dum pigeon had to 
fly over me!"

Judging by the eye-darting ex­
pressions and the stark silence, 
you’d have thought somebody had 
loudly passed gas or brazenly taken 
the Lord's name in vain. It was ob-

My Uncle Bill was the premier 
celebrity of my father's family. I also 
had a flapper aunt who smoked 
cigarettes and danced the "Black 
Bottom," but even she couldn’t hold 
a candle to Uncle Bill.

Uncle Bill was bad to drink, 
which his family futilely tried to hide 
from the world. One of the princi­
pal occupations of his more respon­
sible brothers was intensive, too-fre- 
quent searches of the town's bars 
and bordellos for the recalcitrant 
Uncle Bill. He would vanish for ex­
tended periods, leaving wife and 
child wondering if they would ever 
see him again, wondering if the rent 
would be paid or if there would be 
food on the table.

Eventually the brothers would 
retrieve him, bedraggled and repen­
tant, only to see it happen again af­
ter days or weeks or months. I think 
he must have taken a perverse pride 
in being unpredictable, even to him­
self.

His nieces and nephews were 
more tolerant of him. He was a 
Buster Brown and Poll Parrot shoe 
salesman - a rambunctious but per­
sonable man who, having never 

completely left his own childhood, 
displayed an easy rapport with chil­
dren, pulling out of his coat like a 
magician little metal “crickets” and 
whistles, the like of which were the 
accessory tools of his trade. He was 
an excellent salesman as long as he 
could stay off the booze and on his 
route.

My most important impression 
of Uncle Bill came at my grand­
parents’ house during one of our 
Thanksgiving gatherings. The talk 
around a warm fireside flowed into 
many subjects. Uncle Bill was, as 

Hair Qewgrw

Relaxed Professional Atmosphere 
Total hair care & services 

Massages, Facials, Manicures. 
Pedicures

539-4914
2212 Whitesburg Drive 

Suite B

vious I had misjudged the extent of 
my grandmother's prudishness and 
her children's indulgence of it. I was 
embarrassed as only a twelve-year- 
old boy in those days could be.

But then came Uncle Bill’s 
booming belly laugh and a friendly 
slap on my knee and, like a sun 
bursting out of clouds, my world 
was bright again. And at that mo­
ment my love for that man was 
sealed forever.

As I grew older and eventu­
ally left home, I would hear occa­
sionally of Uncle Bill, including



news that his wife had divorced him. 
I feel sure my grandmother prayed 
earnestly for his wayward soul, 
which I guess uplifted her's if not 
his.

In the service during World 
War II, I got a rare letter from him 
requesting the loan of fifty dollars 
to get through an undefined “tough 
time.” Without a moment’s hesita­
tion I sent him the money, knowing 
full well what it way needed for but 
saying to myself, “Well, what the 
heck? What else has he got to hold 
on to?”

Then and Now
by Brooks Fulmer

A couple of years later I heard 
two stories of his demise; one that 
he had died in a veterans hospital 
somewhere out west (a laundered 
version?). The other story was that 
a bunch of enraged Cubans had cut 
and stabbed him to death in a bar.

At the first news of his death, 
I had no problem coming up with a 
few tears for the lovely old rapscal­
lion who had rushed to the aid of a 
callow twelve year old in his mo­
ment of dishonor.

■Hair Wsigns

Attending “Burcham Valley” 
one room school 75 years ago was 
quite different than school is today. 
This building was located beside a 
creek in the northwest corner of 
Lauderdale County, Alabama. We 
sat at double and triple desks and 
on benches. We used slates to write 
on, with slate pencils.

Our lunch was usually a cold 
biscuit, sausage and a baked sweet

by

§u£ Crow
"Caeh person, a 

unique individual" 

potato. We ate sitting on a fallen log 
in front of the school. Boys and girls 
never ate or played together, even 
sat on different sides of the school 
room. By the way, churches had the 
same custom - with two front doors, 
men entered through one door, 
women through the other.

Needless to say, we had nei­
ther indoor nor outdoor plumbing, 
it was the students’ responsibility to 
bring the water - a bucketful a day! 
One day a boy would have that re­
sponsibility, next day it would be a 
girl’s. We all drank from the same 
bucket without a dipper, and one 
bucket would last us all day.

We had a stove in the middle 
of the large room for warmth dur­
ing the cold weather. If the weather 
was too extreme we were dismissed 
and sent home.

We learned our lessons at 
home. So that when we had to go 
up front to recite, we wouldn’t be 
embarrassed or reprimanded by a 
teacher who got paid $10 a month, 
plus room and board.

Naturally we walked to school 
in all kinds of weather, crossing a 
“footlog” over a creek every day, 
whether the creek was “up” or not 
after a rain. As we walked the two 
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miles to school, we would pick up 
other students along the way and 
even the teacher. Everyone walked.

We didn’t realize that this 
“schoolin’” wasn’t really so hard, 
back then. We even sort of liked it. 
Now they tell me that kids have their 
own cars to drive to school in, eat 
at the school cafeteria, use comput­
ers to do their multiplication tables 
and write their term papers. Some 
say that some of the students gradu­
ate nowadays without knowing how 
to read and write. What a shame! 
Maybe the old Blue Back Speller 
wasn’t so bad after all. And just 
maybe some of the kids today don’t 
want to get their learnin’ as badly 
as we did 75 years ago.

Model Trains & Accessories
NSCALE . HOSCALE■ OSCALE 

Phone A Mall Order*
O Mon. - Sat Sam - 6pm 320 Church St O 

(Located at the IluaUvIlle Depot) 

20a 536-3303I

Travel Agent Training
Academy Classes Now 
Forming!

Learn to be a travel 
agent in our comprehen­
sive classes taught by 
travel professionals with 
59 years experience in__/^\
the travel industry.

The travel industry 
is the nation's 2nd larg­
est employer! Be a part 
of it today and enjoy free 
and reduced travel 
worldwide!

Call for registration 
application and informa­
tion.

Travel Agent Training Academy 

(2
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SPRINGTIME FARE
Heaven in the Morning

3 T. frozen unsweetened pine­
apple juice concentrate

1 ripe peach
1 ripe banana
I t. coconut flavoring
1 cup cracked ice
In a blender, place your first 

three ingredients. Add the ice and 
blend at high speed til very smooth. 
Pour into stemmed glasses and top 
with a maraschino cherry with a tea­
spoonful of the cherry liquid.

Serve immediately, and wait 
for the applause.

Stir-Fried Chicken

A pound of skinless, boneless 
chicken tenders

1 tablespoon olive oil
2 t. garlic, minced (can be 

bought in jars mixed with oil)
1 cup chopped onion 
1/2 cup sliced celery 
1/2 cup water chestnuts 
1/4 pound fresh mushrooms, 

sliced
Heat olive oil in a wok or fly­

ing pan. Add skinless chicken 
pieces and cook until done. Add

garlic and continue to stir for three 
minutes Remove chicken and gar­
lic to a warm platter. Add more 
olive oil if needed and add onion, 
cooking for four minutes. Push 
onion to side of pan and add the 
celery. Cook celery for four min­
utes, push to side of pan and add 
water chestnuts. Cook for four min­
utes, push to side of pan and add 
mushrooms. Continue to cook veg­
etables for about five minutes and 
add cooked chicken. Mix well and 
serve with rice noodles.

Country Cooking - Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
6:30 am - 9:00 pm Seven Days a Week 

505 East Airport Road 883-7656

Elegant Broccoli
Parme<san

1 lb. broccoli cut into thin 
spears and steamed

1/2 t. thyme
2 T. fresh grated Parmesan 

Cheese
Steam your broccoli for about 

8 minutes, if you like it crisp-ten­
der. Put on a platter, add just about 
a teaspoon of lemon juice, and 
sprinkle the Parmesan on top while 
hot. A quick grating of fresh pep­
per to taste, and it’s ready to eat!



(Savory Roasted Onions

4 large onions, peeled and cut 
in half lengthwise

Olive oil spray
1 t. savory
4 t. balsamic vinegar 
snipped parsley
In a shallow baking dish place 

your onions, spray lightly with the 
olive oil spray. Place the onions cut 
side down and bake at 3 5 OF until 
tender, about 50 minutes. When hot 
out of the oven, sprinkle with vin­
egar and parsley. This will serve 4, 
deliciously.

Greek (Salad with a Twist

3 c. brown rice, cooked firm 
1/2 c. chopped tomatoes
1/2 t. basil
1/2 c. chopped red onion
1/4 c. each chopped red, yel­

low and green pepper
2 T. chopped parsley 
1/2 c. sliced black olives
1 c. feta cheese
2 T. red wine vinegar 
1/2 t. garlic powder
1 1/2 t. olive oil
Combine the first seven ingre­

dients in a large mixing bowl and 
toss gently. Put into salad bowls and 
top with a portion of the feta cheese. 
Take a small container with tight- 
fitting lid and combine the vinegar, 
garlic and oil. Shake to mix and pour 
over the salad.

Spiced Chicken

2 1/2 lb. chicken breasts
8 oz. Dijon mustard
4 oz. lemon juice
16 oz. dry white wine
1 t. tarragon

1 t. chervil
1 t. thyme
2 t. oregano
4 t. basil
Mix all together except for 

your chicken. Add the chicken and 
marinate in fridge for several hours. 
Bake at 35OF. for 20 to 30 minutes, 
basting occasionally.

Granny’s Hot Polls

1 package dry yeast
2 cups warm water, divided
2 T. sugar, divided
5 t. oil
5 to 5 1/2 cups flour
Dissolve the yeast in 1/4 cup 

of water mixed with 1/4 teaspoon 
sugar, and set aside til foamy.

Combine the remaining water 
and sugar. Add oil, then yeast mix­
ture. Stir in 4 cups flour and mix til 
smooth. Knead in additional flour, 
but add just a little at a time. Con­
tinue this way til the dough no 
longer feels sticky. (It’s important 
that you get the right mix - the 
dough needs to feel “alive” and not 
tough) Shape the dough into a 
smooth ball and place in a bowl that
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you have already sprayed with veg­
etable oil. Turn your dough ball in 
the bowl a few times, cover with a 
cloth and set aside in a.warm place 
to rise til it doubles in bulk.

Punch down and knead lightly. 
Pinch off a piece of dough the size 
of a golfball, taking hold of the out­
side of the dough and pushing it to 
the inside til all bubbles are worked 
out. Place balls in lightly oiled bak­
ing pan, set aside, cover and let rise 
again til double in bulk. Then bake 
at 375F. for about 30 minutes - this 
should make about 30 rolls.

lanctj Reagan

&
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For Whom Thg ®gll Tolled
by Jo Shaffer

Imagine being awakened in the
predawn hours of a frosty winter’s 
morning by the deep, somber toll­
ing of an insistent bell - a bell that 
draws you from your warm bed and 
compels you to spend all the hours 
of daylight laboring in a dark and 
dingy factory. This sound was fa­
miliar to those who lived in Madi­
son County in the 1800s, particu­
larly for those employed by the Bell 
Factory, once the largest and most 
notable cotton factory in the state.

The mill had been operational 
since at least 1819 under several 
different owners. In those early 
days, cotton was bought from area 
Indians and processed into yarn by 
black slaves, using water power 
from the Flint River to operate the 
machinery. When the Bell Factory 
was acquired by Patton, Donegan 
and Co. in 1832 it consisted of a 
gin, gristmill, distillery and a textile 
mill on a ten-acre portion of a 100- 
acre tract ten miles northeast of 
Huntsville.

The main building was 3 1/2 
stories high and included a water 

wheel room under the ground floor. 
The use of water power necessitated 
using a bell to summon workers 
since no steam was available at that 
time for a whistle.

Slaves were the major source 
of manpower at the Bell Factory. An 
1827 account describes “Two Ne­
groes (boy and girl) belonging to 
Ezek Moore were hired for $70 
(plus clothing) for 12 months.” By 
1850, the slave quarters at the fac­
tory site housed 118 people.

Details of their daily lives are 
not easily available, but it is known 
that Patton, Donegan and Co. bar­
tered cotton cloth to Tennessee 
merchants for bacon and lard for the 
slaves. Com was ground into meal 
at the site to make their bread. In 
an August 30, 1848 letter to a Mr. 
Alexander Russel, C. P. Cabaniss 
(Bell Factory Bookkeeper) wrote:

"We will have to buy this win­
ter some shoes for our Negroes, & 
as you buy of us such goods as you 
want for your Negroes, we feel dis­
posed to return you the favour. We 
want you to make us thirty pair of 
Negro shoes ... of the best quality 
you can afford at one dollar & 
twenty-five cents per pair.”

Medical care was provided by

INTIMATE LINGERIE 
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one of the owners, Dr. Charles H. 
Patton (brother of Robert M. 
Patton, Alabama’s 20th governor). 
Mr. Cabaniss reported in one letter 
that Dr. Patton was “at the Factory 
— 2 or 3 of the hands sick tho not 
seriously so.”

Life in the Bell Factory com­
munity was probably not idyllic, as 
illustrated by the fact that the 1850 
Census lists six of the 73 male slaves 
owned by Patton, Donegan and 
Company as runaways.

Operations at the Factory 
ceased during the Civil War. James 
J. Donegan was noted for his seces­
sionist leanings, and two of his sons 
served in the Confederacy. Dr. 
Charles H. Patton, 53 in 1861, was 
Sergeant of the Silver Grays. At the 
onset of the war Alabama Gover­
nor Moore wrote to Patton, 
Donegan and Co. asking them to 
furnish cloth for soldiers’ uniforms. 
Despite their outward patriotism, 
the telegraphed reply read:

“Letter answered. Cannot fur­
nish soldier's clothes.

Patton, Donegan & Co.”
It is interesting to note that in 

VAPORS
CLUBjl

9407 S. Plovy. 533-7446

1863 Union soldiers camped near 
the Bell Factory and even used the 
grain mill, but did not destroy it as 
they did so many others in northern 
Alabama. The original bell disap­
peared at this time, having been 
donated (or, more probably, confis­
cated) to be cast into cannons for 
the Confederacy.

During Reconstruction, Gov­
ernor Robert M. Patton encouraged 
industry to reestablish itself with the 
promise that there were “20,000 
widows and 60,000 orphans await­
ing jobs in cotton mills” in his state. 
After the war, the number of work­
ers in the Bell Factory numbered 
between 600 and 800 - most of them 
the aforementioned widows and or­
phans.

Though pay was low, hours 
were long, and conditions often de­
plorable, mill workers considered 
themselves better off than farm 
workers because they worked in the 
shade, lived in a community, and 
were paid in cash. In 1875, Mary 
Stillwell earned .35 cents for a 12- 
hour workday. From an interview 
with the Huntsville Times given July 
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6,1955 when she was 96 years-old, 
she recalled, “We worked from six 
until six, with a little time off for 
dinner.” During the winter when 
days were short, coal oil lamps were 
used to augment the meager sun­
light. The lamps were hung on posts 
spaced throughout the rooms, with 
a bucket of water underneath each 
to douse fires (the Bell Factory had 
burned to the ground on June 30, 
1841 and was rebuilt).

Competing mills and a major 
railroad shipping point built ten 
miles too far away contributed to 
the Bell Factory’s closing in 1885. 
The abandoned building became the 
site of numerous lootings and van­
dalism; people allegedly took lan-
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terns and went in at night to clean 
the place of leather, cloth, and other 
valuable articles.

From a distance, the lanterns 
moving throughout the rooms took 
on the appearance of specters, giv­
ing voice to rumors of ghostly 
hauntings, and on the darkest of 
nights the sound of a bell may be 
heard in the distance.
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Beginning with this issue we 
will be printing a series of stories 
about John Hunt's children. Histo­
rians have always portrayed John 
Hunt, the founder of Huntsville, as 
an illiterate back-woodsman whose 
family, according to one local his­
torian, "never amounted to much."

Descendants are an excellent 
source when researching an indi­
vidual. You can learn much about 
the person by researching the chil­
dren. It is the odd child that does 
not follow in the family's footsteps 
in some way. You be the judge.

David Hunt was born in 
Hawkins County, North Carolina, 
on Oct. 9, 1778, the first child of 

John and Johanna Hunt. It's prob­
able that David developed his sense 
of public duty at a young age from 
his father who had served as a del­
egate to the ratification convention 
held in Knoxville. The elder Hunt 
was also a captain in the militia and 
had served as sheriff and coroner.

In 1805 when John Hunt de­
cided to move to the present day 
site of Huntsville, David chose to 
move to Winchester, Tn. David had 
been seeing a young lady by the 
name of Elizabeth Larkin in 
Tazewell and when her family 
moved to Winchester, David fol­
lowed. They were married on Feb. 
25, 1806. Although she was seven 
years younger than him she proved 

to be a loyal companion and good 
mother. Their union produced 12 
children of which all grew to adult­
hood.

Undoubtedly, hearing glowing 
reports from his family about the 
new lands, David and Elizabeth also 
decided to homestead in the newly 
opened wilderness. Strong evidence 
indicates that they first came to 
Huntsville before finally settling 
across the state line in Tennessee. 
They were the first white people to 
settle there and David has been rec­
ognized as the founder of Franklin 
County. Clinton Hunt, their son, was 
the first white child to be born in 
Franklin County.

David immediately began carv­
ing a homestead out of the wilder­
ness. Within a few years he had one 
of the largest and most prosperous 
farms in Franklin County. The large 
home that he built was still stand­
ing 175 years later. Many meetings 
concerning the future of Franklin 
County took place in the home and 
it was also a popular stopping-off 
spot for visiting dignitaries.

cont. on page 47
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JEM WILSON, who retires in 
two years as a professor at UAH, 
joined friends for breakfast the other 
day at Eunice's. His wife Judy 
couldn't make it away from her job 
with Corps of Engineers. Lance 
Harpeth was making his first visit 
to the Country Kitchen. Missy 
Ming Smith and her Athens sister 
Marty Ming were at a corner table 
talking family stuff. In the next 
booth were Sally Adair and Jean 
Mills, who look more like sisters 
than sisters-in-law. They use the 
same hair stylist. Even Ruth 
Weems showed up, talking about a 
story she’s written called Contact? 
I think it has to do with fly paper. 
Kenny Walker also arrived for 
breakfast at the round table. Regu­
lars Billie Haines and Liz Sisk 
sipped coffee and talked about the 
complete set (four long cassette 
tapes) of Sons of the Pioneers mu­
sic which they had bought at a great 

bargain. By the way, those Readers 
Digest sets are available for $12 
(which includes postage) from 3804 
Saturn Drive, Huntsville 35805. 
They cost twice that on TV.

MR. JACKSON has sold his 
House of Mandarin oriental restau­
rants and will emerge in another 
type of business.

We finally took some time off 
and roasted amongst the South Flo­
ridians for the last few weeks. 
Former Huntsville bistro owner 
Gary Bridge sends greetings from 
Jacksonville. His mom Louise (we 
remember her from Krispy Kreme 
here), brother Allen and nephews 
all have homes there.

When the Dukes of Dixieland 
concerted here last month they in­
cluded, among other tunes, the 
original arrangement of “Dixie.” 

Only one true Southerner stood to 
attention. He’s to be commended. 
Radio tycoon Arnold Hornbuckle 
(WAHR 99.1) said he would have 
stood, except that his rheumatism 
was flaring.

SOPRANO PAMELA Dale, 
who has an off-season home here, 
returns next month to her vocal du­
ties with the San Francisco Opera 
Company. Meanwhile, she busies 
herself in community activities.

Johnny Tona's Family Bil­
liards attracts a pretty big daytime 
crowd, including Wednesday after­
noon classes by UAH billiards club. 
It was with sadness that we learned 
of the death of Mr. Weeden, the 
elderly black gent whose friendly 
face greeted us at Johnny's for so 
many years.

James and Dorothy Elkins 
celebrated their 50th anniversary at 
Ryan’s Family Steakhouse (Univer­
sity Drive) on Jan. 22 with their kin: 
Laura, Mark and Heather Loeb, 
Dennis Mahone, Aleisha Castillo 
and others.

HUNTSVILLIAN Bobby 
Knight, who manages Rodeo

Hl'NTSVIl.I.E'S OWN IRISH PUR

Visit with the ladies & Gentlemen of

Heritage 
way

(Next to Joe Davis Stadium)
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Dance Club in Nashville, has been 
named Best Club DJ of 1993. He 
celebrated by taking mama Carol, 
sister Rhonda and all sorts of other 
kin on an excursion to Las Vegas. 
They all came back rich, of course. 
Carol operates Moody's Grocery on 
Oakwood Avenue.

This is "Be Nice to Oscar 
Gutierrez Month. " He operates 
Burrito Bandito, where we enjoy the 
No Came burrito. It's where David 
Peebles headed for food immedi­
ately returning from his Utah ski 
trip. Then he headed home to Mem­
phis to visit his Ma and PA.

Thanks to Michael Cranston 
and his pals for inviting our crowd 
over to West Huntsville Baptist 
Church to hear Evangelist Tim Lee 
the other night. The sermon was 
great. Some of us needed it.

AUTHORESS Pat Everett 
was in Jackson Way Barber Shop 
the other day explaining to stylist 
Chrissy Hardin how she writes her 
stories. She has a book coming out 
soon. Meanwhile, Barbara Hall, 
the Parkway City Shoe Doctor, 
waited while son Cally got his hair 
cut by P’Nut Wilson. Jim Hicks 
has signed on as a barber at that 
establishment.

Jerry Don Blevins, who grew 
up as a star high school football 
player in my hometown of South 
Pittsburg, Tenn., is helping orga­
nize the Bean annual family reunion. 
It’ll attract Beans and Beenes (plus 
other spellings and their kin) from 
all over to Huntsville’s Ramada Inn 
on June 16, 17 and 18. Call him at 
home (881-5203) for details. 
They’ve engaged an excellent sto­

ryteller for the entertainment. My 
aunt was Allie Bean of Stevenson, 
so maybe they’ll let me attend. 
Marguerite Welch is co-host.

Speaking of excellent gather­
ings, you're invited to the annual 
awards banquet of Huntsville Chefs 
Association. There'll be an open bar 
from 6 to 7 p.m., followed by din­
ner at 7 on Monday night, March 
14, at Huntsville Country Club. 
Tickets are just $20 and are avail­
able by telephoning 551-0989.

Randy Gillespie is sporting 
springtime clothes already, so fine 
weather can't be far away.

We dropped by the Hilton 
Hotel lobby the other night to hear 
Charles Cruce play lobby piano. 
Bartending there that night were the 
debonair Peter Coe and pretty 
Audrey Brand. Audrey's hubby

Why fight the traffic?

Let "Old Huntsville"
come to you! Just $15/yr.

Ray is guitarist with The Crawlers 
at Jay's Lounge.

HERITAGE CLUB'S Mike 
Jones and Greg Davis made their 
first visits to Bubba's on Thursday 
night to hear Tony Mason and 
Tommy Shepherd perform their 
brand of weekly fun music.

DON'T BE surprised to hear 
powerfully pretty musical strands 
flitting around Airport Road on Fri­
day night March 25. They'll be from 
Bianca Cox's first Alterezza Con­
cert of the season. The talented 
Kenneth Turvey will conduct the 
Huntsville Community Chorus's 
chamber choir and the Alterezza 
Wind Orchestra in a presentation of 
Anton Bruckner music. Time is 7:30 
in Trinity Methodist Church. Ad­
mission charge is $12 for adults, $9 
for students and elderly. Desserts 
and coffee will be sold.
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from 1862 Huntsville newspaper

HOME MORTGAGES 
MADE SIMPLE

CONVENTIONAL

FHA

Maj. G. W. Jones, C.S.A. 
Quartermaster in Whiting’s Divi­
sion, of the Army of Virginia, was 
sent here by the War Department, 
some weeks ago, to procure cloth­
ing for the troops of his brigade; of 
which the immortal Fourth Ala. 
forms a part. We learn from him that 
he has secured 110,000 yards of 
woolen goods, and wishes to have 
4,000 suits of clothing made as rap­
idly and as well as possible. He in­
vokes the aid of the ladies, whose 

Olde Mortf

2330 N. Brindlec Mtn. Pkwy - Hwy 231 
Arab Alabama 
205-586-2185

"ll tin unties (J\an Out 50 years Ago"

patriotism has never yet failed to 
respond promptly and efficiently. 
The clothing will be cut at Herstein’s 
Store, and all who wish to make, or 
have made, any of the required ar­
ticles, will please go there at once 
and procure them. The Government 
will pay good prices for good work. 
This will be a fine opportunity for 
females in want of work.

(Herstein’s store is now the 
Schiffman Bldg.)

VA

Two convenient locations to 
serve you.

Benchmark
Mortgage Corp.

917 A Merchants Walk
Huntsville, Alabama
(205) 536-9370 -1-800-239-9370

190 Limestone Quarry Road 
Madison, Alabama
(205) 461-6336 -1-800-239-6336

The Ik ings most people want 

to know about ape usuallg 

none of tk eip business.

Mona Steinbupg, manicupist
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MW Morning Edition, 5 am, Mondays-Fridays
111 Things Considered, 4 pm, Bail)
Marketplace, 1 pm, Mondajs-Fridajs
Weekend Edition, 1 am, Saturdays and Sundays
National News, hourly al one mi note past lite hour

Garrison Keillor's Prairie Home Companion, 5? pm, Saturdays 
(encore presentation 1-3 pm, Sundays!
Sundial, with J udy and Harry Walters, 9-11 am, Saturdays 
Mernoon Concert, with Daiid Brown, 1 -4 pm, Weekdays 
Siuionia, with Judy Watters and John Damon, 818 am, Weekdays 
Doh and Bill, ID am to Noon, Weekdays

OMIT AFFAIRS

MT FUN &
GM MUSIC

National Press Club, Noon, Weekdays
Tech Talk, 12:14 pm, Mondays
Mtdical Magazine, 12:31 pm, Mondays
Living on Earth, 12:14 pm, Wednesdays
Soundprim, 1230, Wednesdays
City Desk, with Huntsville Times editor, John Ebinger
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Huntsville's 
Old Town & 
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Specialist I

Early Days of
Redstone Arsenal

by B.J. Smith
The news was announced on 

July 3,1941. The Chemical Warfare 
Service would install a chemical 
plant and a separate ordinance plant 
just south of Huntsville. The time­
table set by the War Department, in 
Washington, was strict, if not im­
possible. Construction would begin 
within a week, and production 
would begin in six months.

The Government sent a num­
ber of officers and enlisted men im­
mediately. Arriving in Huntsville, 
they discovered that the area set to 
become Huntsville Arsenal was still 
occupied by farmers and property 
owners. Their first job was to re­
move these residents, many of 
whom had no place to go. Though 
many of these families had lived on 
the land for almost a hundred years, 
they reluctantly moved when it was 
pointed out to them that the land 
was needed for the war effort.

Organization in those early 
days was difficult. Many of the gov­
ernment officials and local adminis­
trators had to set up offices outside 
of the Arsenal until permanent 
buildings were constructed.

A fact not commonly known 

is that the gym of Huntsville High 
School served as one of the first 
"office buildings" for the influx of 
new employees. In fact, office space 
was so limited that many churches, 
schools, and other buildings in 
Huntsville were used as the “Arse­
nal” until initial construction was 
finished.

Eventually, workers began 
moving into newly constructed 
buildings. Many local employees 
formed car-pools, as the Govern­
ment called for conservation of gas 
and oil. When one of these cars 
broke down, which was fairly of­
ten, four or five workers became 
stranded, unable to work that day. 
To make matters worse, construc­
tion concentrated on buildings, and 
not on roads. Following heavy rain­
fall, the dirt and clay roads running 
throughout the Arsenal became 
treacherous “seas of mud.” In prob­
ably a "first" for Huntsville's gov­
ernment workers, women were in­
structed to wear pants, not skirts, 
to work as they often had to trudge 
through knee deep mud to get to 
their workplaces.

One problem unique to the



Arsenal's early history were the road 
blocks at the guard gates, creating 
long lines of overheating cars. The 
road blocks were designed to stop 
workers from sneaking alcohol off 
the Arsenal. Grain alcohol was used 
as an ingredient for some gasses, but 
many workers found it more prof­
itable (and enjoyable) to use it for 
other "purposes." Workers initially 
smuggled the alcohol off the Arse­
nal in buckets, jars, and other con­
tainers but when the guard at the 
gate was "tightened" they were 
forced to use more ingenious meth­
ods.

To make it through the road 
blocks, many of the would-be boot­
leggers stored the alcohol in their 
car’s radiators. Not a bad idea. 
Unless, recalls one worker, the car 
began to overheat in the long line. 
The aroma of the "still" would lead 
the guards directly to the smuggler’s 
car causing several of the workers 
to spend part of their wartime ser­
vice in the local jail.

As production began to in­
crease, the demand for workers be­
came hard to meet. Most of the 
able-bodied men were in uniform 
and the few left were reluctant to 
work in a chemical plant. Ads were 
placed in newspapers throughout 
the country but there were still not 
enough labor to supply the Arsenal's 
requirements. As a last resort, job 
recruiters periodically drove 
through the streets of Huntsville, an­
nouncing available jobs with a loud 
speaker attached to their cars.

Anybody who wanted a job 
and was willing to work soon found 
themselves employed on the Arse­
nal. There were no technical quali­
fications necessary required. For 
many of the new employees, this 
was to be their first job off of the 
family farm. Though many of them 

were barely literate, they proved to 
be hard workers easily adaptable to 
the rigors of a wartime economy.

Producing chemicals was an 
indefinite science. New workers 
seldom received any training before 
taking their place on the production 
lines. Mistakes were made, and the 
workers learned from them. Even­
tually, the process grew in efficiency 
and safety.

Some side effects from the 
production of chemicals did persist. 
Dyes of different colors were used 
to create smoke bombs and the dyes 
would also color the skin of the 
workers. The dye could not be 
washed out conventionally. It had 
to wear off in time. It was quite 
common to see workers with 
brightly colored skin You could lit­
erally tell which gas a worker was 
producing by the color of their skin. 
Arsenal employees could be seen 
walking around Huntsville colored 
blue, red, yellow, and violet.

A Huntsville native who 
worked at the Arsenal in its early

BANDITO BURRITO CO.
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days recalls dating his wife who also 
worked there. "Her skin was dyed 
violet and mine was yellow. When 
we got married that summer even 
our best man was colorful! His skin 
was green! My wife was so pretty 
that we all teased the best man about 
being green with envy."

Occasionally a worker would 
come into contact with a hazardous 
chemical such as white phosphorus. 
For these situations, deep holes 
were dug inside the building and 
filled with water. The workers were 
instructed to jump in, hopefully to 
rinse off the burning chemical. For­
tunately the holes were seldom 
used.

As expected from a chemical 
and ordinance plant, Huntsville and

Moody's
Groceiy & Beverage
A Pretty Good

Store

Coldest Beer 
in Town

300 Oakwood Ave.

534-6272 

Redstone suffered their share of 
fires and contaminations. However, 
from the first day of construction 
to the end of the War, only nine 
deaths were recorded. These fatali­
ties resulted from the production of 
chemical weapons, which were not 
used at all in World War II. Ironi­
cally, more deaths occurred on the 
Arsenal from chemicals than any 
battlefield during the War.

Huntsville Arsenal went on to 
earn many safety awards and med­
als, including nine “E” flags for pro­
duction excellence and a national 
championship for most man-hours 
worked without a single lost time 
accident. (1, 440,000 hours).

Not all of the jobs on the Ar­
senal were directly related to the 
production of chemical weapons. 
One employee actually had the des­
ignation of being the only official 
"Spider Killer" listed in federal 
records at that time. When produc­
tion lines were being built, certain 
areas became infested with large 
black-widow spiders. With the pro­
duction line employees afraid to 
enter some of the buildings and af­
ter more conventional methods had 
failed, the government finally hired 
a man to kill the spiders. Though 
he became known as the Spider 
Man, it is not known wether or not 
he wore a cape.

Other employees were in 
charge of growing and harvesting 
com and hay to feed the horses, 
chickens and pigs, which were 
raised on the Arsenal. The horses 
were used early on by a cavalry pa­
trol unit. The pigs and chickens 
were raised to help feed the numer­
ous workers on the Arsenal. Nei­
ther project- proved cost effective, 
and both were eliminated as part of 
the Arsenal's first "cut back."

Part of the huge Arsenal com­
plex was used as a prisoner of war 
camp. When the allied offensive in 
Africa began, large numbers of Ger­
man soldiers were captured and 
many of these were sent to camps 
in America. It is estimated that as 
many as seven hundred prisoners 
were kept on the Arsenal. Many of 
these prisoners became converted 
"Southerners," and returned in later 
years as tourists. Ironically enough 
one of the prisoners had relatives 
who would move to Huntsville in a 
few years as part of the German 
rocket team.

By in large, though, Huntsville 
Arsenal’s main objective was to pro­
duce and load chemical weapons. 
Ammunition such as incendiary 
bombs and artillery shells were also 
produced, but in much smaller quan­
tities. The end of the War resulted 
in a decline of interest in chemical 
weaponry. Huntsville Arsenal was 
ordered to be decontaminated and 
demilitarized, and eventually sold 
off. Fortunately, this process took 
longer than the Government had 
expected.

During this time, Redstone 
Arsenal was being considered as the 
home for rocket and missile re­
search. In October, 1949, Redstone 
Arsenal and Huntsville Arsenal 
joined to become the new Ordi­
nance Guided Missile Center. The 
Huntsville Arsenal was officially 
closed, and the new Redstone Ar­
senal was bom.

Redstone Arsenal, whose sole 
reason for existence was to help 
defeat the German war machine, 
would now look to the Germans for 
its rebirth.
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why she was going -1 already knew. 
She was going to thank those people 
for their kindness and generosity in 
making two little barefoot girls very 
happy.

Years later Bill and Christine 
Thigpen took over the Carroll gro­
cery store. Christine was the daugh­
ter of J.D. and Flossie Carroll. I 
would be at a loss for words in try­
ing to describe what kind of people 
the Thigpens were. Just by their 
everyday living and the love they 
shared with their fellow man spoke 
more than words ever could. They 
never hid their love of God, and like 
the Carrolls, made everyone feel 
special and loved.

Now when I ride down An-
by Ruby Crabbe

The graveled road on 5th 
Street, now better known as An­
drew Jackson Way, had felt many a 
little bare foot going across it to 
Carroll’s Grocery Store. J.D. and 
Flossie Carroll were two of the nic­
est people a person could even want 
to meet.

I remember this one day in par­
ticular, Mama had sent me to the 
store, and as usual, I was barefoot. 
The weather had gotten cold but a 
lot of the kids back in those days 
didn’t have shoes to wear no mat­
ter how cold the weather got.

So there I stood in Carroll’s 
grocery store with my feet as bare 
as the day I was bom. Mr. Carroll 
called his wife over to where I stood 
and told her to put shoes and socks 
on “this Child’s feet and legs.”

And what beautiful shoes and 
socks they were! The knee-high 
socks were fit for a queen to wear. 
And those shoes ... I didn’t even 
want to pull them off when Mama 
put me to bed that night. Mr. Carroll 
told me to send my sis, Eva, over to 

his store so he could fit her with 
shoes and socks also.

Next day in school my Sis and 
I thought we were in “High cotton,” 
with those new shoes and socks. 
Late that evening I saw Mama go­
ing across the road to Carroll’s gro­
cery store. I didn’t have to ask her 

2809 Newby Road - Suite 108 (205) 536-7043 (205) 536-7045
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drew Jackson Way and see the place 
where the Carroll grocery store used 
to be, my mind goes in reverse and, 
again, I feel rewarded and blessed 
by the kindness the Carrolls and 
Thigpens showed that little barefoot 
girl.

The End
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EARLENE
Stale tobacco smoke is the 

worst lingering smell - to get rid of 
it just put a few teaspoonfuls of 
ammonia in a large bowl of water 
and set it in the room. The room 
will smell fresh in the morning.

To make rice beautifully white 
and keep the grains separated when 
boiled, add a teaspoon of lemon 
juice to every quart of water in 
which it has cooked. You will not 
notice the lemon flavor in the rice.

If you’ve run out of ideas on 
decorating children’s birthday 
cakes, try this. Take a few animal 
crackers and dip them in frosting, 
either several different colors or all 
the same color. Stick them around 
the edge of the cake.

Tired of that dry, itchy winter 
skin? Use your old leftover suntan 
oil in the shower and smell good at 
the same time! Just soap down as 
usual, rinse, then pour some of the 
oil on a washrag and spread over 
your back, arms and legs.

Remember to throw those 
wood ashes into the garden or 
around trees and shrubs to keep the 
soil sweet.

When trying to stretch whip­
ping cream by adding the white of 
an egg do not whip together. Beat 
the cream and egg separately and 
combine when ready to serve. The 
cream will be of a much better con­
sistency.

When you finally find some­
thing that you have been looking all 
over the house for, put it back in 
the first spot you thought it might 
be in. That’s probably where it re­
ally belongs.

A very effective makeup re­
mover is Crisco. Just massage it 
onto your skin and wipe off with a 
tissue.

To keep your cookies moist, 
put half an apple or a slice of fresh 
bread in your cookie jar.

For a fun toy for your cat, 
crumple up a piece of aluminum and 
throw it. Cats love that scratchy 
sound.

scrvscc
For expert repair of audio/vidco equipment 

Factory authorized service 
center for22 manufacturers 

1318 Putnam Dr. 722-9889

For those women who like the 
sheer look, match your bra to the 
color of your skin, not the color of 
the blouse.

Children will act like their 

parents, in spite of everg 

effort to teach them gooJ 

manners.
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dreds and thousands of women to 
health, strength and the joy of liv­
ing. The only way to which you may 
receive the same benefit is to do as 
they did. Go to your druggist and 
procure a dollar bottle of Zoa- 
Phora.

Begin using at once according 
to plain directions found in the pack­
age. If any further information of 
private advice is desired, the Zoa- 
Phora Company will gladly answer

For Only Sl 
You Can Keep 
Your Husband!

Advertisement from 1907 
Huntsville newspaper

In this country today there are 
thousands of women whose days 
are filled with constant suffering.

Men have little knowledge of 
the suffering their women go 
through day after day. Many times 
illness is attributed to an evil dispo­
sition when it is really a derange­
ment of the nervous system caused 
by weakness or disease of the 
women’s organs.

Zoa-Phora dispels nervous dis­
orders of women because it regu­
lates the menses and relieves them 
of pain. It is wonderfully marvelous 
in its tonic effects and women who 
have been tired, listless, with head-- 
aches and backaches marring their 
every pleasure have in a single week 
been changed from suffering, mo­
rose, irritable beings to bright, 
happy, cheerful women whose hus­
bands once again desire their com­
pany.

Zoa-Phora has helped hun­

809 MADISON STREET 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY
China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 

linen, Cookware.

Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 
Announcements, Lenox China S Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.

all questions if you write them. Just 
ask the druggist for Zoa-Phora, no 
other explanation need be given, and 
you will receive the medicine al­
ready prepared, compounded to just 
the right proportion and put up in 
sealed, sterilized one dollar bottles.

Will you act now while the op­
portunity is here and before your 
husband forsakes you for some one 
with a more pleasant disposition?
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The Diary of 
Nadine Turchin

Huntsville, and after a long delay at 
the gates of the city we came to 
camp a hundred paces from there. 
The headquarters of the division 
was lodged in a shaded enclosure 
with beautiful old trees that South­
ern landowners have the common 
sense not to cut down on their prop- 
erty.

Huntsville is the rendezvous of 
/all the rich landlords and other in­
fluential people of Georgia and Ala­
bama who flee the heat of their plan­
tations, unhealthy during the sum­
mer months. At present it is empty

Wife of the Mad Cossack
Rvaii’s

FAMILY
STEAK HOUSE

Nadine Turchin was the wife 
of Col. John Turchin, whose troops 
were responsible for the sacking of 
Athens. He later appeared before a 
court martial in Huntsville, pre­
sided over by James Garfield, 
where he was found guilty. Through 
political intervention the charges 
were later overturned and he was 
promoted to the rank of General.

July 14 Huntsville, Alabama
On the 12th our camp at Sa­

lem was broken up at sunrise, and 
the 1st Brigade of the division 
marched off, following the road to 
Huntsville where the 2nd Brigade 
had been sent the previous day. We 
were at the head of the column un­
der the command of General 
Mitchel. The commander of the cav­
alry (Stanley) was at the head of the 
two divisions.

Having marched 16 miles, we 
encamped for the night at New 
Market, an old town lost in the 
midst of cornfields and forests, de­

populated of its men. The next day, 
in rainy weather and on a very bad 
parish road, we continued our 
march under torrents of rain. With 
painful efforts we advanced the 
enormous distance of six miles. On 
these six miles we had to cross three 
streams swollen by the rain. Then 
we were forced to stop for the night 
some 12 miles from Huntsville. The 
First Division, which was ahead that 
day, went on.

In this camp of sorts we rested 
somewhat; then foragers were sent 
out into the country to bring in all 
horses, mules and male Negroes that 
could be found. For at last we were 
in the territory that the President’s 
Emancipation Proclamation had 
freed. Since then, we are all busy 
here with the seizure of items of 
Rebel property, mentioned above, 
and it seems up to who will take the 
most mules, horses and Negroes.

Yesterday morning we crossed 
the twelve miles separating us from
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of most of its population, Bragg’s 
retreat having been a signal of de­
parture for all those who hate the 
North and do not want to be mo­
lested by the soldiery of the Aboli­
tionist army. However, Huntsville 
does not lack inhabitants. I believe 
the worst of them have stayed.

No news from the Army of the 
Potomac; our postal service is very 
badly organized, nothing reaches us, 
no mail, no newspapers - and that 
when there is a railroad, and trains 
are running no farther than thirty 
miles from here, and when there is 
constant communication with the 
army headquarters.

In these last marches across the 
country I retraced with some plea­
sure places through which we went 
last year with much discomfort at 
the head of our infantry brigade. I 
found the country more beautiful, 
fields and forests were the same, 
climate just as excellent. The Seces­
sionists had deserted in large num­
bers; our troops were not as much 
insulted as previously because the 
Rebel spirit was dampened by ter­
ror.

July 18. Huntsville, Alabama
We have been here for four 

days, and these four days have been 
occupied marvelously. Each day the 
cavalry is sent out in different di­
rections wearing itself out, travel­
ing rugged mountain paths, confis­
cating horses, mules and Negroes. 
You would think that through these 
procedures our resources would 
increase from day to day. But this is 
not so!

For today they are busy mak­
ing restitution of what they had 
taken yesterday, and the harmless 
inhabitants of the regions, who de­
cide to bring to town a few bushels 

of corn, obtain what you may call a 
“protection,” that is, a paper cov­
ering their property that is not speci­
fied. This allows them to add that 
of their neighbors - exempt from all 
confiscation.

In this manner people who 
would sacrifice their last penny for 
the cause of the rebellion receive a 
guaranty of security from the Union 
generals, and may keep their thou­
sands of bushels of grain for “their 
own army,” this is the expression 
generally used in facing the Union 
Army.
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Just today, after dinner, I over­
heard from a short distance a con­
versation between some of our of­
ficers and a Secessionist lady who 
came to claim her personal property 
The lady, an audacious female, as 
they all are in the face of our cow­
ardice, was prattling, laughing, and 
intermingling her conversation with 
the following phrases: "Most cer­
tainly, I would sacrifice my last 
(penny) for our own cause, but I find 
it very difficult to have to give up 
my property for an enemy cause."
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This is a great idea for those 
of you who have hoop or hanging 
type earrings that can hang on a thin 
rod. I wanted something to keep my 
earrings easy to get to, visible and 
easy to use, and this is what I came 
up with.

At a home improvement store, 
such as Lowe’s super store on South 
Parkway, buy two of the heavy brass 
coat hooks. Buy one thin brass rod, 
about 1/8" thick. Find a place in 
your home where you have wall 
space about two feet long by 6 
inches, against the wall.

Place your coat hooks about a 
foot and a half apart and attach them 
to the wall. Place your rod in the 
hooks and cut off excess, bending 
down the two edges. Now take your

hoops and other earrings that can 
hang on a rod, and they are easy to 
spot and out of the way!

Cathey C.

Dear PP, Make coupon clip­
ping really worth the money. Don’t 
clip for products you will normally 
not buy. Try to shop at the stores 
that double or triple the worth of 
your coupon, and file your coupons 
with those that will expire soonest 
at the top. Keep coupons-you don’t 
use for your friends, and have them 
do the same for you.

Holly Starr, Nashville, Tenn.

Dear Penny,
I found great and inexpensive 

way to clean and soften handbags, 
coats, furniture and other leather 
items. It’s cold cream! But be sure 
and test the spot first before pro­
ceeding to rub the cream on the en­
tire item.

Sarah James, Long Island, NY

ToPP,
I tried something that turned 

out to be pretty tasty. Instead of 
paying a lot of money for that pe­
can ice cream topping, make your 
own. Just chop up about a cup of 
pecans, spray a pot with Pam and 
add about 2 cups of brown sugar. 
Slowly heat til the sugar begins to 
stick, then add about a cup or so of 
water. Add 1/2 top of cinnamon and 
nutmeg, ground. Stir and cook for 
3 minutes or so until it looks syr­
upy. Cool slightly and pour into a 
container that you can keep in the 
fridge for later. Sinful!

Cathey, Huntsville, Ala.

Dear Penny,
The best and varied items of 

clothing can be found at flea mar­
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kets. Sometimes you really have to 
dig, but when you come up with that 
one-of-a-kind treasure it’s worth 
every minute. Also, you might try 
some of the unclaimed baggage 
stores, even though I understand 
that the airport personnel sometimes 
get first choice!

Johnny Edmonds, Scottsboro, 
Ala.

Dear PP,
When you rent that weekend 

automobile or truck, check whether 
your own automobile insurance or 
credit card covers rental insurance, 
whether your homeowners’ insur­
ance protects your luggage against 
damage, and the extent of your

In sheer numbers, no 
other animal tops the fish in 
U.S. popularity polls, from fam­
ily living rooms to executive 
offices, from classrooms to 
hospitals, more and more hob­
byists are discovering the joys 
and benefits of keeping fish.

No group of ornamental 
fi shes arouse such strong emo­
tions among aquarists as do 
Cichlids. Their many partisans 
praise their intelligence, bril­
liantcolorations, ease of main­
tenance and highly evolved 
parental hehavior.

Just Cichlids is the larg­
est retailer of African Rift Lake 
Cichlids in the Southeast. 

«J

medical coverage while traveling. 
That way you won’t be convinced 
by the rental agent to buy expen­
sive and unnecessary collision, per­
sonal effects and personal accident 
insurance. If your credit card com­
pany does cover rental insurance, 
remember that you must use the 
card to rent the vehicle.

Ron Eyestone, Madison, Ala.

Here’s a crouton recipe from 
Jackie, publisher of “The Penny 
Pincher”

Begin by slicing bread - I pre­
fer whole wheat - in 1/2" squares. 
Spread a thin layer of olive oil, about 
203 tablespoons, around the bottom 
of a 9x13" baking pan. Stir in ap­
proximately 3 cups of the diced 
bread pieces. Stir so as to coat the 
bread with the oil. Bake in oven at 
350 until croutons are dry and 
toasty. Make seasoned croutons by 
sprinkling with garlic and herbs be­
fore baking. I use Mrs. Dash “Gar­
lic and Herb” seasoning.

From Cathey - "I haven’t tried 
these yet but will. A few of the 
things I might try is spraying the 
bread lightly with Pam “olive oil” 
spray, then sprinkling the croutons 
with Parmesan cheese, onion pow­
der or garlic powder, or Spike,
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which is a great natural seasoning 
blend you can find in most health 
food shops and comes in salt-free 
as well."

Dear Penny,
I love to use herbs and spices 

and have found that I can save 
money but NOT buying them at the 
grocery store. I look for my favor­
ites at health food stores or drug 
stores, even stores like Walmart are 
carrying more food nowadays. Also, 
I found a great way to make pop­
corn taste good (the air-popped 
variety). I pop it dry, then sprinkle 
on just a bit of olive oil. I then add 
my favorite flavorings like Spike, 
garlic powder or Molly McButter’s 
Garlic Butter powder, for a low 
calorie delicious snack.

Jenny Marroquin, Dallas, Tx.
Editor's Note:
For those of you who have 

thought about sending for a free 
copy of “The Penny Pincher,” the 
time couldn’t be better. The ideas 
that you get are imaginative and 
workable, and with health care costs 
coming soon to all of us, you could 
already be saving money. Send a .29 
cent stamp to: The Penny Pincher

P.O. Box 809
Kings Park, N.Y. 11754-0809
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Mullin's Flat and Pond Beat
by Tom Kenny

Located a few miles outside of 
Huntsville were once two thriving 
comunities by the names of Mullins 
Flat and Pond Beat. Today, if one 
tried to locate them, aH one would 
find are manicured fields fenced in 
by the fences surrounding Redstone 
Arsenal.

Most of us are familiar with the 
goverment, in time of need, taking 
the land a house or a business sits 
on, but few people realize that at 
the beginning of the Second War 
whole communities were erased 
from the face of the earth.

Pond Beat got its name from a 

series of ponds, Mack Pond, Rock 
Pond, Round Pond and others that 
extended from Pond Beat nearly to 
Triana.

The two communities were 
separated by a branch of Indian 
Creek. Mullin’s Flat was north of 
the creek, Pond Beat to the south. 
These old communities lacked elec­
tricity, plumbing and telephones. 
Some of the houses had dirt floors 
and makeshift heating.

Many of the people occupying 
these communities were poor, very 
poor, but others were quite afflu­
ent.

In Mullin’s Flat there were 
over fifty black families and five 
white families. The community was 
not integrated but everyone got 
along very well.

Many of the residents were 
tenant farmers, providing labor for 
the land owner in exchange for a 
place to live and a share of the crop, 
usually a third or a fourth.

Most of the land was owned 
by individuals who were the children

Qlenn ‘Bracken, proprietor
Sffl?
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or grandchildren of former slaves. 
They farmed the land, owned busi­
nesses, stores, gins and mills and ran 
their own communities.

Peddlers called, “rolling 
stores” visited both communities 
once a week, selling household 
goods, foodstuffs, sweets and per­
sonal needs.

Mail was delivered by horse­
back. The riders came from Talucah 
in Morgan County by ferryboat, 
delivered the mail and ferried back 
home. Later mail was delivered by 
automobile.

The three room, wood framed, 
Silver Hill School of Mullin’s Flat 

Tennessee River. The building was 
demolished in 1982. The land be­
came part of the Redstone Arsenal. 
The house had been occupied at 
times by the Childress family and the 
Jones family.

The government moved rap­
idly in its efforts to acquire the lands 
of Mullin’s Flat and Pond Beat.

The Quartermaster General 
filed a petition on July 23 rd, 1941 
for the seizure of the lands.

The U.S. District Court of
Northern Alabama entered an order 
granting possession of the lands to 
the Government as of noon July 
24th, 1941. 

cepted the evaluation. A few own­
ers went to court to protest the 
Government evaluation and offer.

The Government permitted the 
land owners to remain in possession 
of their property until crops were 
harvested.

The Churches in the two com­
munities merged and formed the 
Center Grove United Church. When 
their congregations were forced to 
move the original church was dis­
mantled and moved to the comer 
of Jordan Land and Mastin Lake 
Road in Huntsville.

Many of the old residents of 
the two communities believed the 

was located off present Dodd Road 
had an enrollment of about 150 
black students.

The school was financed partly 
by the Julius Rosenwald Fund of

The Federal Land Bank of 
New Orleans, acting as a consult­
ant to the Government made an ap­
praisal of each tract.

Most of the land owners ac-

large black ownership (about 80%) 
of the land was influential in the area 
being chosen for the arsenal.

When the Government de­
cided to build the arsenal, the prop-

Chicago to help black schools in the 
South. Rosenwald funded one-third 
of the money, the State of Alabama 
funded one-third and the balance 
was supplied by the Mullin’s Flat 
community. Most of the community 
funding was supplied by several of 
the wealthy black farmers.

James P. Bums who died in 
1919 of double pneumonia, was a 
resident of Mullin’s Flat. He oper­
ated a general store, a blacksmith 
shop and forge and a carpentry shop 
which specialized in the manufac­
turing of caskets. There is a good 
possibility some of the caskets found 
in the archaeological investigation 
of Elko Cemetery were made by Mr. 
Bums.

The Horton School, located in 
Pond Beat, like the Silver Hills 
School, was funded jointly by the 
Rosenwald Fund, the State and the 
Community. In the early days of 
Pond Beat there was a large south­
ern mansion and plantation near the
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erty owners had no choice, but to 
sell. As one old resident said, “They 
set the price and we had to accept 
it.”

But, the coming of the arsenal 
was a Godsend for many of the ten­
ant farmers and their families, even 
members of the land owners fami­
lies benefited.

Most of the residents of these 
communities got good paying jobs 
working for the Army and the Army 
contractors, and many of these dis­
placed people were able to buy 

Liposuction (fat extraction) can reduce undesirable 
and excess fatty tissue around the chin, thighs, hips or 
abdomen that doesn’t respond to diet or exercise. We 
offer complimentary computer imaging and complete 
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with a plastic surgeon who specializes in body con­
touring. Call 517-6888 or 1-800-227-2645.

That’s the beauty of having aesthetic surgery at Huntsville Hospital.
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homes which without the Arsenal 
takeover they would never have 
been able to do.

The Lord does work in myste­
rious ways. What appeared to be a 
disaster for many of the families of 
Mullin’s Flat and Pond Beat, became 
truly a blessing.
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‘-Implicated in

from 1907 Huntsville 
newspaper

The sensational killing of 
Charles Drake, a well known young 
farmer, by his cousin Houston 
Clark, at the home of P. Overton a 
few days ago, has another develop­
ment in the arrest of Miss Mazie 
Overton as an accomplice in the 
murder. Miss Overton is the fair­
haired daughter of the man at whose 
home the tragedy occurred. She was 
implicated by evidence uncovered 
in the coroner’s investigation and 
her arrest followed immediately.

Today she was brought to 
Huntsville and admitted to bail in 
the sum of $2,000 after a hearing 
before Judge Betts.

Clark and Drake were first 
cousins and they had been having 
trouble for some months. They met 
at the home of Overton and after a 
quarrel, Drake was struck over the 
head with a heavy stick and almost 
instantly killed.
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‘Ihc Doctor Sez
by Dr. Annelie Owens

Alzheimer’s disease goes back 
almost one hundred years. It was 
first discovered in 1906 by a Ger­
man doctor, Alois Alzheimer, when 
he had a 51 year old patient suffer­
ing from memory loss and an inabil­
ity to reason. To date it is still an 
incurable disease. It is the most 
common type of dementia; a pro­
gressive irreversible brain disorder 
that primarily affects the elderly and 
slowly steals the victim’s capacity 
for thought. As it progresses, it 
causes the loss of memory, judge­
ment, and abstract thinking; over 
time, even ordinary tasks become 
impossible.

It is believed that about four 
million Americans have Alzheimer’s 
and it is the cause of death for over 
100,000 people in the United States 
per year.

Most often Alzheimer’s dis­
ease afflicts people in their sixties 
and seventies. Through medical 
exam and other tests, doctors can 
determine that Alzheimer’s is prob­
ably present, but a positive diagno­
sis can only be made by physically 
examining the brain after the victim 

succumbs to the disease. It usually 
shows itself very gradually and runs 
its course in from two to fifteen 
years. The average length of pro­
gression is seven to nine years. It is 
not a natural part of aging but a pro ­
gressive, dementing, fatal brain dis­
ease. It is not easily diagnosed and 
it is a disease which knows no so­
cial or economic boundaries - it is 
found in all segments of our popu­
lation.

In the beginning of this disease, 
victims gradually show signs of los­
ing their mental faculties and exhibit 
minor memory loss and mood 
swings. As the disease progresses 
sufferers can still function, but have 
difficulty with complicated tasks. 
Speech is slowed and decision-mak­
ing is impaired. After a while, the 
short term memory of the patient is 
very poor, and they may fail to rec­
ognize members of their family and 
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persons they have known for many 
years. Eventually the patient re­
quires care 24 hours a day, and they 
cannot find their way around at all. 
They are totally disoriented and lose 
all control of their normal personal 
habits. Patients become vulnerable 
to infection and illness and this ter­
minal stage finally leads to coma and 
death. Another victim claimed by 
Alzheimer’s Disease.

This disease is potentially cur­
able but it will take much research 
and public support to minimize the 
emotional and financial nightmare 
for victims and their families in the 
years ahead. If you are inclined to 
make a charitable donation to a 
worthy cause, keep the Alzheimer’s 
Association in mind.



page 44

The Civil War’s Homefront
' ■ ■ ■ I

by Lillian W. Dale
The following memoirs were 

originally published in 1899.

Shall I tell you of some of the 
“makeshifts” to which we were 
driven during the war? Well, one of 
the hardest things to come by was 
sugar, and by the second year of the 
war it was impossible to buy even 
the commonest brown sugar in the 
South. My grandmother possessed 
a loaf of white sugar that she trea­
sured very carefully, and only used 
on extra occasions, and when the 
war was over she still had a small 
piece of it.

The best substitute we had for 
sugar was molasses, or sorghum, 
made from Chinese sugar cane. It 
was used in coffee and all kinds of 
desserts, and when one got used to 
it, did not taste so badly. Preserves 
were made by cooking berries and 
fruits in sorghum molasses, and as 
all the essentials were plentiful, we 

made them in large quantities.
Cake was also made with sor­

ghum. In the South we do not think 
it is Christmas unless we have boiled 
custard for dinner.

One Christmas we had no 
sugar for even this favorite delicacy; 
so we decided to make it with sor­
ghum. It was of a rich, golden color, 
and certainly the prettiest, if not the 
best, I ever saw.

Real coffee was almost as 
scarce as “ hens’ teeth,” and many 
things were tried as substitutes. 
Grandma had a sack ofcoffee when 
the war began, and she divided it 
into small quantities, and hid it in 
various places, so that if some of it 
was found and taken she would not 
lose it, So by this means we usually 
had our coffee, part Rio and part 
Rye, without the “ O.” Some of our 
neighbors used parched corn, okra, 
sweet potatoes, etc.

Another thing very hard to 
procure was salt, and that was iri- 
dispensable. Part of t he time during 

the war it was impossible to buy it 
for love or money. Then it was that 
those who owned old smoke-houses 
with dirt floors were considered 
very fortunate. The dirt floors were 
dug up for a depth of several feet, 
and the dirt put up in hoppers.

Water was then poured over it, 
and, as it soaked through, it was put 
in kettles and boiled down till it 
made a dark-looking salt that an­
swered very well to preserve meat. 
The stock did not like it.

Many times was our house 
searched, on various pretenses, by 
the Yanks. Sometimes they were 
looking for Rebels supposed to be 
in hiding there; sometimes for arms, 
etc., but whatever reason they gave 
for doing so, everything that at-
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tracted the fancy or the upidity of 
the searchers always disappeared 
with them.

Once my father had purchased 
a pair of "store shoes" for my little 
sister; they were very difficult to 
procure in those days, and she was 
consequently very proud of them.

A few days after a band of 
"searchers" came. The shoes were 
hidden on top of an old wardrobe, 
and we hoped they would not be 
discovered, but one man got up on 
a chair, and soon found them, and 
carried them off. My sister was only 
nine years old, and it almost broke 
her heart to lose her new shoes. My 
father talked to one of the men 
whom he knew about her grief, and 
he promised to bring back the shoes 
if he could. He was as good as his 
word, and brought them back next 
day, to my sister’s great joy. I do 
not think anything else was ever re­
turned to us.

At the beginning of the war my 
father wore a handsome overcoat 
of the style known as a “ Lord Rag­
lan,” with wide sleeves and big 
pockets. As the Yanks always ap­
propriated such articles of wearing 
apparel, it was kept in the darkest 
corner of the darkest wardrobe. 
New Year’s day, 1863, was one of 
the coldest days ever known in the 
South. One of the Federal Gener­
als, Hatch I think it was, was quar­
tered in our town with his com­
mand, and they roamed over the 
country for miles. As we lived only 
a short distance from town, they 
almost crowded us out of the house, 
in order to get to the fire that very 
cold day. Their invariable salutation 
on coming in was, “ It is rather cool- 
ish today.” In order to keep warm I 
put on my father’s “ Raglan,” and 
filled the pockets with silver spoons 
and other valuables; they threatened 

to take it from me, and asked the 
servants if it was not a man’s over­
coat.

One morning, just as our 
breakfast was ready, a party of 
Yanks appeared, took their seats at 
the table, devoured the whole break­
fast, and, as they left the table, each 
man put his knife and fork in his 
pocket. As such things were not 
easily procured in those days, we 
had to eat with our fingers for some 
time afterward.

One day my father was stand­
ing on the front veranda when two 
Yanks rode up; one of them pointed
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his pistol at my father’s head and 
demanded his pocketbook. My fa­
ther remonstrated, told him he had 
quite a large family, black and white, 
depending on him for support, and 
but little money. The Yank cursed 
him and said: "Give me your 
pocketbook or I’ll blow your brains 
out." My father handed him his 
pocketbook, and the Yank looked 
through it rapidly, taking out the 
money, about $30.00, including a 
$10.00 gold piece, then threw the 
book at my father’s feet, with the 
command “See that you say noth­
ing about this.” A neighbor of ours,

Draft Beer 
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Small pitcher $3.00 
Large pitcher $4.50

Dinner Buffet
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a Union woman, was present, and 
saw and heard it all; she said: “Well 
11 never would have believed it, if 
my own eyes had not seen it, and 
my own ears heard it.”

We all wore homespun dresses 
in those days, the work of our own 
hands, and sang with great enjoy­
ment:

“Three cheers for the home­
pun dress the Southern ladies wear.”

What happiness when our 
sweethearts "who wore the gray" 
came home from long absences! 
How we listened, with delight, to 
every word they uttered; to their 
glowing descriptions of camp life; 
of the battles in which they had par­
ticipated, and how enchanted we 
were with the glorious vision of the 
time “when this cruel war should be 
over,” and the South victorious!

How we venerated the names 
of Lee and Stonewall Jackson, of 
Jeff Davis and Alexander Stephens! 
-- and their names are still dear to 
every Southern heart.

I

I

1501 Winchester Rd?

Ghastley Discovery 
at Bird's Spring 
Human Skeleton Found 15 

Feet from Entrance, Arousing 
Much Interest In Late War!

I

from 1888 Huntsville newspaper

On Monday evening last, Mr. 
G.A. Lippincott, of this city, accom­
panied by his brother in law, Mr. 
Hicks, started to explore a cave at 
Bird's Spring on the property of 
S.W. Harris and their exploring tour 
satisfied them enough to warrant 
another, and a more searching one 
to take place at an early date.

One of the curiosities of the 
cave trip was the discovery of a 
skeleton near the main entrance of 
the cave, the skull, and several 
bones of which are now on display 
at the office of Mr. Harris on Eustis 
Street.

Constant Velocity
Automotive Services

____ Ken Wise, Proprietor

BKgyCl Repair
Consultation 
Service Broker

a I OH11Wfiintii* fl►

859-9477

A Mercury reporter saw the 
skull last evening which was that of 
a full grown person, but how the 
owner of that "dead head" came to 
inhabit the cave is a matter in which 
the field of conjecture is wide.

During the late great unpleas­
antness both armies alternately 
camped on the Harris property and 
the bones now exposed to view may 
be those of some stalwart soldier of 
one of those armies. How he came 
to be buried in a cave will probably 
never be revealed in this world, but 
the ghastly, grinning skull reveals 
the fact that the Bird's Spring cave 
has been trod by mortal feet before 
Mr. Lippincott and his kin explored 
it.

Mr. Lippincott informs us that 
there are two apertures leading right 
and left after entering the cave, and 
he is determined to find out where 
they lead to, or at least satisfy him­
self to the probable dimensions of 
the cave.

A politician is a person who 

thinks twice before he says 

nothing.

Ron Miller, graphics artist



page 47

Children of 
John Hunt
Cont. from page 25

Records indicate that David 
Hunt was a prosperous businessman 
engaged in buying and selling land. 
He also had an interest in a mill and 
a mercantile business. At the begin­
ning of the War of 1812, David re­
ceived a commission as Major. Ap­
parently at his own expense he 
raised and equipped a company of 
soldiers to join Andrew Jackson 
who was organizing an army in 
nearby Fayetteville.

During the battle of New Or­
leans, Major Hunt distinguished 
himself by his bravery and compo­
sure while under fire. Almost a hun­
dred and fifty years later the author 
Alfred Leland Crab admitted to hav­
ing patterned one of the characters 
in his book, Home To The Hermit­
age, after Major Hunt.

After returning home Hunt 
became a staunch supporter of An­
drew Jackson. When Jackson began 
his run for the presidency, Hunt gave 
a huge dinner for him at which it 
was reported that almost four hun­
dred people attended. Oddly 
enough, in today's world, there are 
no indications that Hunt profited in 
any way from his friendship with the 
new president.

Hunt was well respected in the 
community. There are numerous 
records of him being chosen as ad­
ministrator of wills and witnesses to 
various legal matters. In 1840, with 
political fever running high, he was 
chosen to serve as judge for the 
1840 presidential election in 
Franklin County.

David Hunt died on Jan. 27, 
1847 and was buried at the Larkin 

family cemetery in Huntland. His 
wife outlived him by 17 years.

All of Hunt's children went on 
to become respected members of 
their community. His son, Clinton, 
became especially interested in the 
education of his daughter and sent 
her to a private school. In 1856, 
when Clinton's daughter decided to 
study music, he ordered a piano 
from New Orleans at the "exorbi­
tant" cost of $1000. The piano was 
later donated to Belmont College in 
Nashville, in memory of Clinton 

Come in and discover 
an adventure in 
Romance.

Adult Toys 
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7d beat bedroom 
boredom
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makeover & hair design
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Hunt. The founder of the college, 
Joseph Acklin, was Clinton's first 
cousin.

Descendants of David Hunt 
still own much of the same land that 
he carved out of the wilderness back 
in 1807.

Some people never think 

about charity until they fill 

out their tax return.

is Johnson, machinist



page 48

Constitution Hall Park
by Mike Kenny

In 1819 there were said to be 
260 constructed houses, primarily 
built of brick and stone, in Hunts­
ville. The early settlers, mostly from 
Georgia and South Carolina, wel­
comed the 44 delegates from 22 
counties of Alabama on July 5,1819 

State of the United States.
The early 19th century was a 

time for intelligence and stamina. 
The lack of hard currency caused 
the need for bartering and self-suf­
ficiency. Growing one’s own food 

and preserving it, obtaining cloth 
from spinning wheels and looms, 
and the need for neighbor to help 
neighbor demonstrated the era’s at­
tachment to earlier times than our 
own. To recapture those early days, 
to offer the person of today some­
thing unique and special the notion 
of a “living museum” was bom. A 
request by the Huntsville Historical 
Association to establish what is 
known as Constitution Hall Park 
met with a positive response from 
the city council, the Madison 
County Commission, and then gov­
ernor Albert Brewer. The project to 
reconstruct the Historical Area and 
Site of Alabama’s Constitutional 
Convention began in 1970. Gover­
nor Brewer stated that, “The project 
will be an authentic replica of the 
buildings which existed during that 
period of our State’s History.” Fi­
nancing the dream, however, has 
taken awhile.

Groundbreaking occurred in 
1977, with Mayor Joe Davis and Dr. 
Jimmy Wall removing two spadefuls

to establish Alabama as the 22nd
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of earth. Constitution Hall, the main 
building in the reconstruction 
project and the site of the signing 
of the Alabama Constitution on 
August 2, 1819, was a two-story 
frame building. Later it was used as 
a theatre, and was torn down in 
1821. Four other buildings that ex­
isted at the time of the Alabama 
Constitution would also be recon­
structed. They included a printer’s 
shop on the site where John 
Boardman printed the original Ala­
bama Constitution and the Alabama 
Republican newspaper. The law of­
fice of Clement Comer Clay (a 
leader in the Constitutional Conven­
tion, later governor of Alabama and 
U.S. senator) would be recon­
structed. It was there that the United 
States Post Office and Land Survey­
ors were housed. Also to be recon­
structed was the residence of 
Stephen Neal, Madison County’s 
First Sheriff ... and the site of the 
Huntsville Public Library, the first 
library in Alabama.

Before the construction began 
members of the Alabama Archaeo­
logical Society uncovered 3,000 
artifacts from five diggings. Found 
at the site were early automobile 
headlight lenses and ornamental ra­
diator caps. Digging more: wavy 
19th century glass fragments were 
discovered. Digging deeper, the ar­
chaeologists found conical lead bul­
lets and percussion caps from the 
Civil War, the foundation of an an­
tebellum cotton warehouse, frag­
ments of clay pipes, dishes, jewelry, 
hardware, animal bones, and flint 
projectiles used by Native Ameri­
cans from much earlier times.

One dig reported the finding 
of two human teeth, which a local 
dentist identified and indicated that 
holes in them were made by an early 

electric drill or treadle drill from the 
late 19th century. To the relief of the 
diggers and sponsors of the project 
no human skeletons were found. 
While members of the Archaeologi­
cal Society, volunteers, and students 
were using brush and trowel to un­
cover the site’s early history . .. plan­
ners, historians, and architects of the 
firm of Jones and Herrin conducted 
extensive research on the paint, col­
ors, hardware, blacksmith items, 
and construction techniques used in 
1819. Two and one-half years of 
study went into acquiring the 
knowledge of buildings and furnish­
ings of that era. What appears to the 
visitor today is what would have 
been seen 175 years ago: solid and 
crude construction, but not shoddy. 
The buildings were designed to look 
rough, but they are solidly built. 
Purposely the fireplaces were con­
structed with less than perfect lines, 
the walls set with less than perfect 
dimensions, and the sidewalks were 
designed and laid with uneven sur­
faces to recreate what would Lave 
appeared in 1819.

Opened on Law Day in May, 
1982 as more than a visual repre­
sentation of the 19th century, Con­

stitution Hall Village became a 
Museum of Living History ... where 
lost arts and old techniques are re­
vived and seen by visitors. Children 
can see blacksmithing and printing 
done on a I9th century hand press. 
They may receive a copy of an 1819 
newspaper. One can get a glimpse 
of the domestic life of the time and 
see soap-making and woodworking. 
The guides to this journey back in 
time are costumed interpreters able 
to give the visitor the feel and aura 
of bygone days ... whether by the 
smitty exhibiting his skills with ham­
mer and anvil or a bonneted matron 
spinning wool, the effect is one of 
authenticity.

A careful eye can see the great 
lengths that went to recreate this 
time and special historical place. 
Modern aids and technology are 
carefully hidden from view. It was 
reported that archaeological dig­
gings in the area have unearthed 
type from early printing presses. 
This gives added authenticity to the 
print shop located in the Village. 
The plants typically found and used 
in 1819 and the manner of planting 
customary for the day were fol­
lowed by the landscapers. Many 
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period furnishings, implements, and 
tools were donated to the Park giv­
ing an added dimension and signifi­
cance to this magnificent recreation’

In the opening year 12,000 
persons visited the Park. Now the 
attendance is over four-times that. 
Many have availed themselves of the 
tours, puppet shows, dinners, and 
workshops. Many more people are 
expected to attend each year. With 
the continued support of private 
citizens, agencies, and businesses 
the growth will continue. Constitu­
tion Hall Park continues to expand 
and sets the pace for the revitaliza­
tion of downtown Huntsville.

Interest and support for the 
Park continues. A fine old 1848 
building was donated in 1991 by the 
local Coca-Cola Bottler. The struc­
ture was moved to a plot on Gates 
Avenue and Fountain Circle. The 
land was given to the Park by the 
City of Huntsville. So in walking 
around, one can see aspects of the 
Village that look unfinished, that still 
need restoring ... such as the 1848 
House near the main complex. 
Splotches of paint can be seen on 
Constitution Hall, and there are ex­
cavations. One can easily see that 
the project is ongoing and expand­
ing. Happily, talk and dreams are 
backed-up by real plans, support, 
and fine-looking results. The dona­
tion of many items large and small 
demonstrate a participation on many 
levels.

Perhaps, it all shows that if 
there is a good idea, the willingness 
to make it happen, and the coop­
eration of many ... much can hap­
pen.

In that regard all associated 
with Constitution Hall Park have 
recaptured the spirit of that earlier 
time ... the values, and the dedica­

tion that began what we know now 
as the State of Alabama. By look­
ing backward and valuing past con­
tributions, Huntsville’s future and 
the maintaining of a valuable histori­
cal treasure known as Constitutional 
Hall Park can be assured.

Tkel aw presumes a man 

innocent until lie is founcl 

quiltij. Th en if ke kas any 

money lefl, kis lawyer 

continues fke presumption. 

Robb ie Marin, paralegal

Speedy Justice
From 1890 Huntsville 

newspaper
A speedy and conclusive 

trial was that of Ed Morrison, 
who killed young Henry Hunter 
in Madison County, Ga a few 
weeks since. Eighteen minutes’ 
argument for the defense, sixteen 
for the prosecution, twenty for 
the judge’s charge, twenty fdr the 
jury and then the verdict One 
hour and fourteen minutes after 
the evidence closed the jury re­
turned a verdict of Guilty.

He was hanged the morning 
next
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^Newly Found Documents 

Prove tkat First P rofes- 

sional Play E 

tke Mississippi Territory 

was

ver

Huntsville

Other than an occasional lec­
turer or a visiting politician, there 
were few amusements in early-day 
Huntsville. In the winter of 1818- 
1819, N.M. Ludlow, a manager for 
a troupe of actors, visited Hunts­
ville and staged the first profes­
sional play ever performed in Ala­
bama. In 1871 he wrote the follow­
ing account of the performance.

Our commencement at Hunts­
ville was with considerable misgiv­

ings of success. First, because the 
town was very limited in point of 
population and, secondly, because 
there did not appear much expres­
sion of a desire to witness theatri­
cals. Both of these apprehensions 
disappeared, however, as we came 
to understand that the wealthiest 
and best informed classes, those 
from whom we really obtained our 
principal support, resided not gen­
erally within the town limits, but 
from two to five miles around in the 

adjacent country, being mostly 
planters, and men of wealth and lei­
sure. These would frequently come 
to town in their carriages and bring 
their families to witness our perfor­
mances; and they soon began to 
consider theatrical amusements nec­
essary to their pleasure. As our com­
pany was so very small, and half of 
it entire novices, we were much 
troubled to find pieces we could 
place before the public with any 
probability of affording satisfaction; 
but, with some skill in managing on 
our part, and a large share of indul­
gence on the part of our auditors, 
we succeeded, I believe, in meeting 
their expectations.

The opening play was Tobin’s 
comedy, in five acts, called the 
“Honeymoon,” but cut down by me 
to three acts, and performed under 
the title of the “Duke’s Marriage;” 
the first time, I imagine, it was ever 
played under that name. The whole 
piece was not badly played, except 
that Mr. Flanagan made the Span-
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ish count an Irish count. Our open­
ing farce was Sam Foote’s “Liar.”

We were not able to procure 
musicians enough to form even a 
quartet band, so had to rely upon 
one instrument, a piano, played by 
an Irishman named Thomas, who 
gave marches and waltzes during 
the intervals of the entertainments. 
The price of admission was $1 for 
each person, adult or child, to which 
no one objected; by this rule every 
seat was made to “tell,” and we 
were not much annoyed with cry­
ing children.

Now I will desire of my read­
ers to bear in mind that this was the 
first company of professional actors 
that ever performed in Alabama, 
throughout the whole Territory or 
State.

We performed in Huntsville 
about ten weeks, giving entertain­
ments only three nights of each 
week,—Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Saturdays. We could not, with 
our novices, get pieces ready 
oftener; and even then had to make 
many “repeats.” Our season may be 
said to have been a success, inas­
much as we gave pretty general sat­
isfaction; and though we made little 
or no money, we did not leave the 
town in debt, or fail to pay our com­
pany their weekly salaries. We made 
many pleasant acquaintances, who 
seemed anxious to have us return 
at some future day.

Most people prove if s not 

necessapg to understand 

tilings in order to argue 

about them.

Arthur Vinefte, salesman

Hearty MuHtns -

Good Ior The Soul

Bost Bran Muffins
2 T. oil
1/4 c. molasses
1 egg
3/4 c. milk
1 c. bran
1 c. whole wheat flour
2 t. baking powder
1/8 t. baking soda
1/2 t. salt (optional)
1/2 c. raisinsor chopped prunes 
Before starting, pour boiling 

water over dried fruit and let it 
soak.Whisk egg with milk, molas­
ses and oil. Add bran and stir. Set 
aside. Take a second bowl, mix the 
dry ingredients and fruit. Mix in the 
liquid mix. Do not overbeat. Fill 
muffin tins 2/3 full in oiled cups and 
bake about 20 minutes at 375F. Do 
not overcook.

650-0056
7900 Bailey Cove Road 

(across from Grissom High)

Wheat Germ Muffins
1 1/2 c. whole wheat flour
1 c. wheat germ
1/2 t. salt
1 T. baking powder
6 T. nonfat dry milk powder
1 c. water
1 egg, lightly beaten
3 T. oil
2 T. honey or molasses
1/2 c. raisins
1/2 c. sunflower seeds
1/4 c. chopped almonds
Preheat oven to 400F. Com­

bine your dry ingredients in a bowl, 
the liquid in another. Slowly add the 
liquid ingredients to dry, stir only 
enough to moisten. Don't be con­
cerned about lumps. Spoon into 
greased muffin tins, bake for 20 to 
25 minutes.
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The Muir

Family
7 -yW

History T
T

by Richard Smallwood '
One of the most difficult types 

of family relationships to trace are 
those of a female line where no male 
line exists. While many people might 
know that a relationship exists, 
without a male line, there is simply 
no one name which everyone can 
identify with. The Muir family of 
Madison County is such a family, 
consisting of descendants of four 
sisters whose parents lived in St. 
Louis County area of Missouri.

The Muir family came to the 
United States from the City of 
Stirling, Scotland and settled west 
of St. Louis Missouri in 1852. The 
male side of the Muir family origi­
nally lived in the Campsie Moun­
tain region of Scotland. Their an­
cestral town of origin was Clacken, 
which is located just North of 
Glasgow. The Muirs were, by tra­
dition, foresters. They had to leave 
Clacken for Edinburgh in the late 
eighteenth century when the pais­
ley cloth industry was transferred to 
India to take advantage of cheaper 
labor. Later, the Muirs moved to the
Stirling area. The female side of the 
Muir family, the Bennets, lived in 
the Parish of Logie for hundreds of 
years. The village of Blairlogie is 
located just Northeast of Stirling 
and was noted as a health spa be-

V
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cause of its tuberculosis free goat’s 
milk.

The Scottish immigrant, Will­
iam Muir, travelled to the United 
States in 1847 as a ship’s doctor. 
He first landed at New Orleans but, 
not liking the area, worked his way 
to St. Louis as a tailor. By 1852 he 
had raised enough money to buy 
ship passage for his wife and two 
daughters.

William and his wife Ellen 
eventually had a total of twelve chil­
dren, consisting of eleven daughters 
and one son. Two daughters had the 
same name. (It was a Scottish cus­
tom that, if a child died, then the 
next child bom (of the same sex) 
would be given the same name.)

William Muir suffered from a 
bad hip. During the War Between 
the States, because of his bad hip, 
he did not join the military. At that 
time the need for food was so acute 
that William became heavily in­
volved in the science of agriculture. 
He pursued this interest for the rest 
of his life. He was an associate edi­
tor of Coleman’s Rural World, an 
associate editor of the Illustrated 
Journal of Agriculture, a Secretary 
of the Missouri State Horticultural 
Society, and an active member of 
the Missouri Grange (a secret farm­
ers’ association). It was through 

William’s Horticultural Society ac­
tivities that led to the family’s even­
tual move to Madison County, Ala­
bama. In 1870, another immigrant 
Scotsman, John Fraser, was brought 
into the St. Louis area, by local busi­
nessmen, to attempt to establish a 
rosebush industry. While the climate 
and soil was not conducive to grow­
ing roses, John Fraser joined the 
local Horticultural Society and 
thereby met the Secretary’s daugh­
ter, Margaret. As they say, the rest 
is history. In 1871 John and Marga­
ret married. They had one daugh-
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ter, Annie, while still living in the 
St. Louis area. In 1873 John entered 
into a partnership with a Major W. 
F. Heikes, who had established the 
Huntsville Nursery in Huntsville, 
Alabama. John Fraser, his wife and 
daughter moved to the Huntsville 
area in 1874, where he started 
growing roses. Later on he estab­
lished his own nursery business.

John and Margaret Fraser had 
a total of six children - three daugh­
ters and three sons. Each son even­
tually became associated with their 
own nurseries; James established 
Fraser Nursery, John Jr. inherited 
the management of Huntsville 
Wholesale Nursery and Oliver 
started Birmingham (Alabama) 
Nursery Company.

His daughters’ marriages were 
as follows: Annie married George 
McLaughlin, a farmer on Winches­
ter Road and had nine daughters and 
one boy. Among her children were: 
Sister Mary Josephine, who taught 
at St. Mary’s school on Holmes 
Avenue; Nell Hinshaw who is in her 
90’s; Blanche, who married Virgil 
Destefano, of Destefano’s grocery; 
and Carroll McLaughlin, who was 
a minor political action figure 
around the county. Agnes married 
Robert Leatherwood, a lawyer from 
Meridianville. Their married life 
began with great promise and ex­
pectations but was soon marred by 
two tragic events. Their only child 
died as an infant and because of the 
emotional pain associated with the 
Huntsville area, they moved to Bir­
mingham. In Birmingham, Robert’s 
thriving law practice was abruptly 
terminated when he was his on the 
head with a pipe, wielded by a dis­
gruntled opponent in a law suit. He 
wasn’t killed but was unable to func­
tion appropriately for the rest of his 

life. Lastly, Helen married Robert 
Harrison, one of the original 
Harrison Brothers of Harrison 
Brothers Hardware store. They had 
two sons, Daniel and John, and one 
daughter, Margaret. Only Margaret, 
who married Harry Smallwood, had 
children.

Margaret Muir Fraser stayed 
in contact with her family in Mis­
souri and family members ex­
changed visits. In 1876 one of 
Margaret’s sisters, Ellen (“Nellie”), 
married Oliver Fleming White in 
Madison County. They lived in 
Meridianville and had seven children 
- six sons and one daughter. The 
daughter, Duanne Ellen, married 
Rolland Oristes Grimwood. This 
marriage ended in tragedy. Rolland 
Grimwood died when a limb, on a 
tree he was cutting down, broke off 
and hit him squarely on the head. 
He left a pregnant wife and six very 
young children. Soon after his death 
his widow’s house burned. His 
widow never remarried, and was 
able to hold the family together. She 
was so successful that in her later 
years she was given an award for 
outstanding achievement to agricul­
ture by the Madison County Coun­
cil of Home Demonstration Clubs. 
Being a modest person, she did not 
attend the award ceremony.

Mrs. Grimwood’s children in­
cluded Mrs. John Tyler Darwin, 
who taught school at Meridianville; 
Mrs. Martha Shinkle of 
Meridianville; Bobby, who farms 
near Hazel Green and William, who 
was associated with Grimwood In­
surance Agency in Huntsville.

Two other children of Ellen 
Muir White were Robert and John 
White. Robert White and his chil­
dren Robert Sublett White and Jan 
Deraine White were born in and 

lived in the home place of Oliver and 
Ellen White. John White married 
Juanita McNeil and their children 
were William White (who died very 
young) and Mrs. Betty Jacks.

The third set of Muir relatives 
who settled in Madison County was 
a child of Ann Muir (sister of Mar­
garet and “Nellie”) and her husband, 
David Cox, a Scottish immigrant. 
Ann and Davis met and married in 
St. Louis and then moved to Den­
ver, Colorado. One of their daugh­
ters, Cornelia, married a cousin, 
William White, in Denver and 
moved to Madison County. They 
had three daughters.

The last set of Muir relatives 
who came to settle in Madison 
County was a child of Janet Muir 
(another sister of Margaret and 
“Nellie”) and her husband, Charles 
Brisley, and English immigrant. 
They met and married in St. Louis. 
One of their daughters, Fannie, mar­
ried a cousin, James White, in St 
Louis County, Missouri and then 
moved to Meridianville. They had 
five children - three daughters and 
two sons.

While members of this family 
are spread across America, those 
who move away try to keep in 
touch. One of the unique features 
of this family is that primary records 
are being kept by David Grimwood 
(son of Rolland Grimwood) in Rich­
mond, Virginia; David Fraser (son 
of James Fraser) in Atlanta, Geor­
gia; O.W. Fraser, Jr. in Los Altos, 
California; and Beth Province (a 
granddaughter of Janet Muir) in 
Bethesda, Maryland; and by rela­
tives in St. Louis, Missouri and 
Madison County, Alabama.
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