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"The Whiskey War

n May of 1929, eleven men, all well-
known bootleggers and moonshiners,
held a secret meeting in Gurley. The
purpose was to select someone to
murder Frank Riddick, the Sheriff of
Madison County, and his deputy,

Hugh Cratft.
Within a month 1t became the best

known secret in Madison County.



Everyone knew it was com-
ing. The trouble had been brew-
ing for years.

Frank Riddick, since his
election as sheriffin 1927, had
sworn to break the backs ofthe
liquor rings that had been al-
lowed to operate openly in Madi-
son County.

Though the outfits operated
openly, Riddick found that prov-
ing cases against them was al-
most impossible. Every time he
made an arrest, evidence would
disappear or witnesses would
refuse to talk. Many times, he
suspected, his own deputies
warned the bootleggers of im-
pending raids.

The whiskey and bootleg-
gingbusiness in Madison County
was controlled by three families,
one in Owens Cross Roads, one
in Gurley and the other near
Hobbs Island. These families had
settled in the county well over a
hundred years earlier and each
had many children and grand-
children. The families had inter-
married so often that it was diffi-
cultto find someone who was not
related to them in some way.
While this was beneficial to the
bootleggers, itwas a major handi-
cap to any sherifftrying to build
a case against them.

Fortunately, SheriffRiddick
had an ally in Deputy Hugh
Craft. Though Craft lived in
Gurley and was intimately aware
of the whiskey operations, he
was nonetheless sworn to up-
hold the law.

In the Spring of 1929,
Riddick and Craft established a
small, unofficial fund with which
to pay informers. Many of the
same people who had before re-
fused to betray “blood kin,” now
began succumbing to the temp-
tation of easy money.

Craft, who was well-known
as a man who would keep his
word, was the obvious conduit
for these funds. Often he would
be awakened in the middle ofthe
night by someone softly knock-
ing at his back door. After a brief
whispered conversation, Craft
would pass 20 or 30 dollars
through the door and the
stranger would disappear into
the night.

Most of the time, however,
the bootleggers would be warned
and Riddick would arrive to find
the evidence and the culprits
long gone.

Finally, after months of
frustration, Riddick tried new
tactics. Without telling them
why, he would order his depu-
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ties to meet at the Jail at a cer-
tain time. Then, with the depu-
ties still uninformed oftheir des-
tinations, he would order them
to follow him. Unfortunately,
though raids such as these were
fairly successful, the deputies
managed to lose much ofthe evi-
dence on the way back tojail and
few people were actually pros-
ecuted. Many times the deputies
would either return, or sell, the
whiskey back to the very boot-
leggers from whom they had
confiscated it.

SheriffRiddick was furious.
He had long known that some
of his deputies were involved
with the whiskey ring, but lack-
ing proofwas unable to do any-
thing about it. Calling his depu-
ties together, he informed them
that in the future, any deputy
even suspected of involvement,
would be fired on the spot. As if
to emphasize his point, Riddick
immediately fired three officers
and had them arrested.

The bootleggers, keenly
aware of the profits they were
losing, decided to fight back.

Riddick began receiving let-
ters in the mail, warning him
that his life was in danger. At
first, he ignored them, but as
they became more frequent he
finally agreed to begin carrying

SALES & SERVICE

a small pistol in his pants pocket
On one occasion, while driving
home in the evening, his car was
shot at by someone lying in am-
bush. The assailants were never
found. Ifanything, the only effect
the threats had was to make
Riddick increase his efforts to
break up the whiskey ring.

Next, the bootleggers turned
their attention to Craft. By this
time the outfits were aware that
Graft was the person paying the
informers. At first the threats
took the form ofsubtle warnings,
but as they were ignored, took
on a more serious nature. Shots
were fired into his home at night-
time, shattering the windows.
When this also failed. Craft
awoke one night to find the back
of his house burning, the result
of an arsonist.

Craft responded by buying
two large watchdogs, which were
trained to bark at the approach
of strangers.

The bootleggers, frustrated
in their attempts to intimidate
the law officers, decided it was
time for more drastic actions.

During the first week ofMay,
1929, a meeting ofall the major
bootleggers and moonshiners in
Madison County was held at a
drugstore in Gurley. It was a fore-
gone conclusion among the men
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present that Riddick and Craft
were to be murdered. The only
question was how and by whom.

Notwanting to face both the
lawmen at once, the bootleggers
decided to kill Craft first.

In a scene worthy of a B-
grade movie, a bootlegger from
Paint Rock Valley removed a
handful of straws from an old
broom. After making three of
them shorter than the rest, he
invited the assembled men to
draw straws.

The three men selected for
the gruesome task began to care-



fully make plans. They had re-
ceived word from a “friendly”
deputy that Riddick was going to
pick up Craft at his home on the
morning of June 12, where they
would then drive to Owens Cross
Road to get a witness for a trial
scheduled that day. Because of
witnesses being so easily intimi-
dated, the two men had decided
to personally escort this one.

The road leading across
Esslinger Mountain to Owens
Cross Roads was a perfect am-
bush site. Next, the assassins laid
plans to make sure Sheriff
Riddick would not be accompa-
nying his deputy.

On the afternoon ofJune 11,
a phone call was received at the
jail. The caller claimed to have
inside information ofthe whiskey
ring and, more importantly, was
willing to testify. But first, he
wanted to meetwith the sheriffin
person, atthejail, at 8 o'clock the
next morning.

Regretfully, Riddick informed

Craft that he could not accom-
pany him in the morning. Both
men were elated at the news of
a possible witness and thought
nothing ofchanging their plans.

Hugh Craft left his home
at about 6:30 on the morning
of June 12 for the short drive
to Owens Cross Roads. Al-
though it was still early in the
day, it was already hot and
muggy. A black man, working
in a nearby field, watched la-
zily as the car climbed the slight
incline in his direction. Sud-
denly he saw three men armed
with shotguns appear out ofthe
bushes lining the road. With
timed precision, the trio opened
fire at the approaching lawman.
Seconds later the car carrying
the dead body of Deputy Hugh
Craft careened sharply to the
right, ran off a small bluffand
landed upright in a tree.

Just as suddenly as they
had appeared, the bushwhack-
ers ran to a white car and fled
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Shaver's Top 10
Books of Local
&

Regional Interest

1. Decatur - Yankee Foothold
In Dixie. Bob Dunnavant's Continu-
ing Civil War Saga ($17.95).

2. Mid-South Garden Guide -
Best Guide for Zone 7 (That's Us)
Gardening ($14.95).

3. Wild Flowers of North Ala-
bama - Over 100 color photos
($16.95).

4. Railroad War - Nathan
Bedford Forrest in North Alabama
by Bob Dunnavant ($16.95).

5. Maps of Old Huntsville -
Reprints of 1861 and 1871 Maps
($10.00 each).

6. North Alabama Frequency
Directory - Access To Program-
mable Scanner Action ($8.95).

7. True Tales of Old Madison
County - Reprinted by the Historic
Huntsville Foundation ($5.00).

8. Hard Times - The Civil War
in Huntsville and North Alabama by
Charles Rice (15.95).

9. The Way It Was - The Other
Side of Huntsville's History. Rich
and Bizarre stories of Huntsville's

past by native Huntsvillian Tom
Carney ($15.95).

10. Glimpses into Antebellum
Homes of Huntsville and Madison
County, 8th Edition ($10.95).

Shaver's Bookstore
(205) 536-1604

2362 Whitesburg Dr.
Whitesburg at Bob Wallace
Huntsville, Ala. 35801
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the scene. The field hand, un-
nerved by what he had witnessed,
also hurried from the scene.

Minutes later, the body was
discovered by Marion Besson,
who immediately notified the
sheriffs office. Riddick, who had
been waiting at his office for the
“informer,” took the call. As soon
as he heard his deputy had been
murdered, Riddick knew he had
been set up.

One native ofHuntsville later
stated that he had never seen the
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sheriffas angry as he was when
he received the news. Within

hours Riddick began question"

ing everyone even suspected of
being associated with the whis-
key ring. To say he was "gentle"

in his interrogations would
probably be an understatement.

All the speakeasies in town re-
ceived personal visits from the
sheriff. In one case, where a
speakeasy had already closed
for the night, Riddick kicked the
door down and, after destroying
all the liquor, told the owner he
had 24 hours to come up with
the names of'the killers.

If there was anything the
bootleggers had not considered,
itwas the publicity that the mur-
der generated. It became front-
page news, not only here in
Huntsville, but as far away as
Chicago. Though Riddick was
slated to be executed next, the
intense publicity caused the as-
sassins to change their plans.

Within days, practically ev-
erybody in the county, including
the sheriff, knew about the boot-
leggers drawing straws to see
who would do the killing. Even
the names of the assassins be-
came widely known.

Getting someone to testify

WALKER
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was a different matter. The
black field hand who witnessed
the killing was found dead in a
neighboring county. Another
man, reputed, to have firsthand
information, left for work one
morning and was never seen
again. Three other men, one
who lived in Gurley and two in
Owens Cross Roads, moved out
of state suddenly.

The local Ku Klux Klan got
involved by offering areward for
the killers. It was hastily with-
drawn when it was pointed out
that the main suspects were
also members of the Gurley
Klavern.

Finally, Sheriff Riddick
found someone who would talk,
but only on the condition of
anonymity. This person had
been at the drugstore when the
straws were drawn and had
hear d the men discuss the mur-
der minutes after it occurred.

Knowing that he had to
have a witness in order to make
a case, Riddick used every
power of persuasion he could
muster to convince the witness
to testify. Reportedly, after see-
ing how angry the sheriff was,
the witness probably figured the
bootleggers were tire lesser of

HOUSE

Antiques & Gifts

534-0320

DEBBIE WALKER,
PROPRIETOR
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two evils.
Within hours a warrant was
sworn out for Ebb Renfro, a
middle-aged farmer and resident
ofGurley. The other two suspects
had disappeared. On June 27,
1929, a grand jury indicted
Renfro for first-degree murder.
What should have been a
speedy trial quickly turned into
a nightmare for the sheriff and
prosecuting attorneys. Trials
were twice scheduled and had to
be postponed because of wit-
nesses' reluctance to testify in
open court. Making the problem
worse were members ofthe whis-
key ring, who showed up at ev-
ery hearing and silently glared at
anybody who looked like a po-
tential witness. Many ofthe boot-
leggers who loitered around the
courthouse openly brandished
weapons.
The situation became so
tense that Riddick had to detail

four of his deputies to stand
guard at the courthouse.

Needless to say, all the wit-
nesses developed instant amne-
sia.

On Dec. 5, 1929, the mur-
der case against Ebb Renfro was
dropped. No one ever stood trial
for the murder of Hugh Craft.

Although Riddick never
took credit for it, many sources
claim he was the one responsible
for finally breaking the back of
the whiskey ring in Madison
County.

A large packet of “confiden-
tial” files were somehow acquired
by members of the whisky ring.
These files supposedly contained
information that showed many of
the bootleggers were informing
on their competition in exchange
for immunity.

In the next three years, nine
bootleggers were either maimed
or killed-by one another.

Editor's Note:
Probably the strangest

Jact about this case was that

the conspirators talked about
it so openly. Every minute de-
tail of'the plot became public
gossip. Even today, many of
their descendants take a mor-
bid pride in telling the story of
their fathers' involvement in
the whiskey ring and the as-
sassination.
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Little Known Facts

The first racially mixed jury in the United States was impaneled
after the Civil War to judge Jefferson Davis. Davis was allowed to go

free before the trial began, however.

P The first Black elected to the U.S. Senate was Hiram Revels of
Mississippi. Ironically, Revels' seat had last been filled by Jefferson

Davis.

In April 1861 the first Blacks were appointed commissioned

One of Huntsville's
Oldest Businesses!

officers in the Civil War-
by the Confederacy.

By war's end 93,000
Blacks served in the Confed-
erate Army. About 100,000
Blacks fought in the Union
Army, and more than 65,000
were killed.

In the Spring of 1863 the
enlistment terms of the 27th
Maine Regiment was due to
expire. Secretary of War
Stanton, however, needed the
troops to help protect the
Capital. With the approval of
Abraham Lincoln, Stanton of-
fered the Congressional Medal
of Honor to anyone who would
reenlist.

864 members ofthe Regi-
ment signed up and were
promptly awarded the medal.

Three ofthe medals were
given to men who were due to
be discharged for "cowardice."
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The
Lady
Was a
Prisoner

zj

by Dick Turpin

It was January 1865, and
the bloody War Between the
States seemed to be finally to he
drawing to a close. In Virginia,
Lee’s outnumbered army was
dug in at Petersburg, in a last
ditch defense of Richmond.

Z
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4v -
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Meanwhile, Sherman’s vandal
army was pillaging its way
through the Carolina’s, with little
the South could do to stop him.
Here in Huntsville, the real fight-
ing seemed far away. However,
the bold partisan cavalry ofColo-

nel Lemuel Mead continued to
Inform the Yankees they still
weren't welcome in North Ala-
bama.

The lastday of 1864, Mead's
partisans had captured the en-
tire Company G ofthe 18th Wis-
consin Infantry and burned the
railroad bridge at Paint Rock.
Now, only weeks later, Yankee
tempers were boiling hot again.
Why, those damned Rebels had
captured and burned two Union
wagon trains in two days!

But vengeance was now at
hand, thought Union Lieutenant
Colonel Bedan B. McDanald.
Commander ofthe veteran 101st
Ohio Infantry, McDanald had
learned his lessons under the
ruthless Sherman. Recently ar-
rived in Huntsville, the 101st
had promptly suffered the indig-
nity of having their own forage
wagons captured by Mead.
McDanald felt he was Just the
man to teach these Alabamians

Located in Historic

Downtown Huntsville
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(in the basement)

Daily Luncheon Specials.

The Place to
Throw Darts
&

Meet Friends!

Great Happy Hour Prices!



a lesson they would never forget.

On the evening of January
17, 1865, McDanald led a de-
tachment of his foot soldiers
down Big Cove Road. Many ofthe
Ohio soldiers grumbled, but
their colonel told them to keep
quiet. “You'll have plenty oftime
to sleep after you've caught those
thieving Rebels,” he said. Scout-
ing for the 101st were 25 men
from the 15th Pennsylvania Cav-
alry. Their local guide was the
hated turncoat Ben Harris, a
cold blooded killer. Harris and
McDanald must have gotten
along well together.

The 101st Ohio spent the
night in Big Cove. The next
morning they crossed swollen
Flint River on rafts and set off
after their prey.

McDanald did succeed in
capturing three or four ofMead’s
men. Mostly, however, he merely
burned houses and turned
women and children out into the
bitter cold. “They can go North
if they wish,” he said with a
shrug. “Ifnot, let them go South
and the Confeds can take care

ofthem.”

Most of these victims were
left to fend for themselves, but
one woman was carried back to
Huntsville by Colonel McDanald.
Her name was Mrs. Mary E.
Johnston, a young mother with
an infant daughter only three
months old! The woman’s
crime? Well, her husband was
Major Milus “Bushwhacker”
Johnston, Mead’s second in
command. “The colonel pro-
ceeded to arrest Mrs. Johnston,”
her husband later wrote, “tear-
ing her infant from her breast
and forcing her to leave it at
home, which was then nothing
more than the woods. He then
placed her in the saddle and
made her ride horseback twenty-
three miles through the rough-
est weather of that winter.”

McDanald had a precedent
for making war on women, since
his old commander Sherman
had arrested all the female em-
ployees at the cloth factory in
Roswell, Georgia. Sherman sent
the women all the way to Ohio
and abandoned them there, re-

page 11
portedly after his men had had
their fun with them. But people
in Huntsville were outraged.
Even many of McDanald’s men
were disgusted by his action.

Mary Johnston was impris-
oned in the old Huntsville Hotel,
with Colonel McDanald paying
the expenses. The heart broken
women sat alone in her room,
pining for her infant and pray-
ing for deliverance. Her husband
was furious when he heard ofher
fate.

Still, there was little he
could do. McDanald was heard
to remark, “Ifanything can bring
her husband to her senses, this
should.”

“Bushwhacker” Johnston’s
reaction was the opposite ofwhat
McDanald expected. Johnston
gathered his men and made
plans to raid Huntsville and free
his wife. “We were determined to
go in by night and slip those pick-
ets, enter the prisoner’s room
and take her out, or die in the
attempt.” Another of Mead’s of-
ficers, Captain Robert Welch,
even sent a chilling note to the
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Yankees.

“l have 35 prisoners,” he
said, “and I will hang every one
ofthem unless Mrs. Johnston is
released!”

Fortunately, cooler heads
prevailed and bloodshed did not
come to Huntsville. Lieutenant
Colonel John W. Horner was the
provost marshal, and he was ap-
palled by McDanald’s conduct.
More than anything, he was of-
fended by McDanald’s usurping
ofhis own authority. Homerwas
the one entrusted with making
arrests, not McDanald.

Dr. Thomas Wright of Paint
Rock happened to be in the pro-
vost marshal’s office, when he
heard Horner say, “Ifl knew how
to get Mrs. Johnston home I
would release her.” Wright was
an old friend of Mrs. Johnston,
and he Immediately offered to
help.

Homer wrote out apass and
Mrs. Johnston was soon on her
way a home.

Yet Colonel McDanald was
still not out ofthe picture. When
he saw Mrs. Johnston on the
street, he stopped her. With un-
believable arrogance, he pro-
ceeded to tear up Colonel
Horner’'s pass and throw the
pieces in Doctor Wright's face!
“Mrs. Johnston is notthe Army’s

prisoner,” he said with a sneer.
“She is my prisoner.” The fright-
ened young mother was
marched right back to the hotel
and locked up.

Dr. Wright hurried to the
provostmarshal’s office and told
Colonel Horner what happened.
Now it was Horner’s turn to be-
come furious. His face turned
red and the veins stood out in
his neck.

Horner quickly wrote out
another pass and handed it to
the doctor. “Here,” he said
through clenched teeth. “Take
this pass and ifthat fellow both-
ers you again. I'll teach him a les-
son he’ll never forget.”

This time McDanald real-
ized he had met his match. He
pretended not to notice Mrs.
Johnston as she walked by,
though bystanders noticed his
fists were clenched.

“This was a happier ending
of the matter than at one time
could have been expected,” wrote
“Bushwhacker” Johnston.

Simply as a footnote, per-
haps Justice does work in its
cruel way. For Colonel McDanald
returned to Ohio after the war
and married his own sweetheart.
Just three years later, his own
young wife was taken from him
by death. He never remarried.
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Make 1t Yourself!

Sesame Seasoning Saif

3/4 ¢ sesame seeds, 1/4 c.
sea salt, | t. paprika, | t. pep-
per, | t. chives, chopped. Cook
and stir the sesame seeds in a
large skillet over medium heat
til light brown. Stir in the salt
and cook for 5 more minutes,
keep stirring. Cool. Putthe seeds
and remaining ingredients in a
blender and whir for about a
minute. Store in an airtight con-
tainer - lasts for about 6 months.

1/2 cup brandy, 4 vanilla
beans. Chop the beans into tiny
pieces. In a tight-fitting container
place the bean pieces and cover
with the brandy. Shake well.
Store in a dark place and shake
every other day. In about two
weeks your extract will be ready
to use. Ifit seems too potent add
alittle more brandy. You can keep
adding brandy indefinitely.
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Onion-Garlic Croutons

2 cups cubed day old
bread, 4T. butter, melted, 21.
garlic powder, 2 t. onion pow-
der, salt to taste. Preheatyour
oven to 250. In a saucepan mix
the butter with the other sea-
sonings. Put the bread in a
larger bowl, pour the butter
mixture over it and toss. Put
the cubes in a shallow baking
tray. Bake for 15 minutes,
shake the pan at least once
during the cooking. Store in a
covered container in the fridge
for up to 2 months. Can be fro-
zen, also.

Garlic and Oil

5-10 garlic bulbs, olive oil
to cover. Peel and slice your gar-
lic, or finely mince it ifyou pre-
fer it like that. Put it in a steril-
ized glass jar and add just
enough olive oil to cover. This
will keep for 6 months in the
fridge. 1/2 teaspoon Garlic and
Oil equals 1 clove fresh garlic.
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News of

the Absurd

At many fiestas in rural
parts of Mexico, one ofthe treats
enjoyed by the guests is ant
candy. This unusual confection
consists of the bodies of ants
which gather honey from a spe-
cies of oak leaf. The ants swell
enormously until they are about
the size ofgooseberries. After the
ants' legs and heads are removed,
the bodies are placed on dishes
and served as candy. The taste
ofthese insects is very similar to
that of sweet, juicy fruit.

The fattest man who ever
lived was Robert Earl Hughes of
Fish Hook, Illinois. He weighed
1,069 pounds in the last year of
his life, and his waist measure-
ment was 124 inches. When he
died in 1958 he was buried in a
piano case and transported to the
cemetery by a moving van.

At full maturity Claude
Seurat - the skinniest man who
ever lived - had a back-to-chest
thickness ofonly three inches,

In 1965 a New Zealand
resident baked the longest loaf
ofbread ever made - 20 feet, 5
inches long. The loatweighed 50
pounds.

The Queen's Dolls' House,
presented to Queen Mary of En-
gland in 1924, may be the
world's most intricate minia-
ture. Constructed on a scale of
one inch to one foot, the house
is almost nine feet long, five feet
wide and five feet high. It has
more than 50 rooms, its own
electric generator, a functioning
elevator, a plumbing system, and
a wine cellar with genuine cob-
webs covering its minuscule col-
lection of real vintage wine in

Star Market

A Huntsville Tradition
For 50 Years

702 Pratt Avenue
"5 Points"

tiny bottles. Its library contains
hundreds ofactual books, most
of which were handwritten by
such well-known authors as
Kipling.

On June 13, 1948 a Los
Angeles resident named Jack
O'Leary caught a bad fit of hic-
cups. It was not until June 1,
1956 - about 160 million hiccups
later - that the fit finally ended.
During that time Jack lost 64
pounds and received through the
mail over 60,000 suggestions for
cures ofthe hiccup.

Fish will get seasick ifkept
on board a boat.

An old remedy for a tooth-
ache was to eat a mouse.

In a road-safety campaign,
English police in Sussex asked
girl pedestrians to wear mini-
skirts because bare legs stand
out more clearly at night than
long dresses or slacks.

A taxpayer can L referred to
as a government worker with
no vacation, no sick leave and

no kolidags.
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There's a lot backing up the
SouthTrust service guarantees,
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SouthTrust
Bank

MEMBER FDJC



page 16

The Last Will and
Testament of
Mollie Teal

Mollie Teal was one of the most colorful, and
successful, Madams tn Huntsville's history. Upon
her death, the bordello was left to Mollie
Greenlecf, a closefriend. When Miss Greenleaf
died the house passed to the city where it became
Huntsville Hospital.

I, Mollie Teal ofthe city of
Huntsville and county of Madi-
son and state of Alabama do
hereby make and declare this
my lastwill and testament.

1. It is my will after my
death that all just debts and
funeral expenses be paid as
soon as possible.

2.1 give to Mollie Greenleaf
during her lifetime my house
and lot, said lot now occupied
by me as a residence (and be-
ing same lot purchased ofO.M.
Hundley and others and of
record book page 357) together
with all household and kitchen
furniture, provided that the
said Mollie Greenleafshall pay
all the state, county and city
taxes, and keep said property
fully insured.

3. I desire all invoices to
be made in duplicate of said
household and kitchen furni-
ture and copy to be given Mollie
Greenleaf and the other re-
tained by my executors.

4. At the death of Mollie
Greenleafit is my will that the
city of Huntsville accept said
house and lot for the use and

benefit ofthe white public schools
or for a city hospital as the city
authorities may elect and the
household and kitchen furniture
be sold for cash and the proceeds
be used toward buying a library
for use of'said public schools.

5. I will that all other per-
sonal property be sold for cash
by my executors and the pro-
ceeds be donated to the public
white schools.

6. I hereby appoint S.M.
Stewart, Judge Probate, and

INE

ANTIQUES

d /\re Just a IViatter

of Time

TOWWIFIVTO.

Hunzitsville's Most
Unique Gift Shop

Antiques, JetVeGy, fjift Baskets,
CoCGecti&kles, and 9ducfi More
Take a Little Time — Stop in and Browse!



Jere Murphy, Mayor of City, my
executors ofthis my last will and
testament and request that letters
be granted to them without re-
quiring security.

In witness whereof | hereto
set my hand and seal this July
31, 1898.

Mollie Teal

Whatfollows is the list of
householdfurnishings inven-
toried upon her death. While
reading through them, keep in
mind, the house was a bor-
dello.

Front Parlor

| set parlor furniture, 2 pic-
tures, 3 mirrors, | lg. lamp, 2
vases, | candle stick, | large
horn, | lap table, 1 easel, 3 cus-
pidors.

Back Parlor
1 set parlor furniture - 5
pieces, | piano, 9 chairs, | table,

| lounge, 6 pictures. | hatrack.

Hall
2 large mirrors, | hatrack.

Middle Parlor

| bedstead, | washstand,
| wardrobe, | clock, 13 mantle
ornaments, | table, | silver pic-
ture and cup, 12 ornaments on
dresser, 2 trunks containing
clothes ofMiss Mollie Teal, 1 set
ofbedroom furniture consisting
of | bed complete, | washstand,
| dresser, 1 lounge, 3 chairs, |
small table.

Bedroom

1 bed complete, | dresser,
| wardrobe, | washstand, 4 pic-
tures.

? room

| side board, 1 mantle mir-
ror, | small picture, 1 table, |
cork screw, 2 dozen glasses, 6
common waiters, 2 salt & pep-

per boxes, 9 wine glasses. | dust-
ing brush.

Storage Room

| bedstead, 2 mattresses, |
bolster, 2 pillows, | sewing ma-
chine, 1 small stove, | bath tub, |
step ladder, 4 chamber pots, 3 pic-
tures, 2 wash bowls, 5 oil cans, 5
jugs, 3 old cork screws, | box sun-
dries.

Kitchen

| range, | safe, 2 chairs, 2
dish pans, 2 water buckets, | tea
kettle, 2 pots, 3 sauce pans, 3 fry-
ing pans, 3 baking pans, | muffin
mold, | coffee pot, | coal scuttle,
3 large spoons, | fork, 3 large
spoons, | rolling pin, 6 pie pans,
2 small pans, 2 stone jars, |
marble slab, 2 tin buckets, | bread
box, | coffee mill, 1 bell, 10 large
plates, 6 small plates, 8 tea cups,
8 saucers, 2 vegetable dishes, 18
small platters, 9 glasses, 5 salt
shakers, 2 pickle dishes, 3 glass
dishes, | spoon holder, 1 sugar
bowl, 6 table knives, 6 forks, 5
large spoons, 5 small spoons, |
sugar spoon, | bread knife.

Dining Room

| side board, | extension
table, 11 dining chairs, | refrig-
erator, | alcohol lamp, | small
stove, 6 plates, 6 platters, | cov-
ered dish, | gravy bowl, | glass
pitcher, 2 butter dishes, 2 soup
tureens, | china gravy dish, |
china pickle dish, 12 china cups,
7 butter platters, | bolt (about 40
yards) ofcarpet, | old rug, | dozen
napkins.

Back Porch
| table, | bench, 3 chairs, |
flower vase.

Hall upstairs
I hat rack, | pair lace cur-
tains, 1 hall carpet.
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Front room upstairs

| bed complete, | dresser,
1 wardrobe, 2 chairs, | wash
stand, 2 wash bowls, | wash
pitcher, 1 chamber pot, | pic-
ture, 2 pair lace curtains, 3 win-
dow shades, | carpet, 2 rugs, |
small stand, | wire fire screen.

Middle Room upstairs

I bed complete, | dresser,
1 wash stand, | center table, |
rustic table, 2 pictures, | rug, 2
wash bowls, | soap dish, |
chamber pot, 2 chairs, 3 pair
lace curtains, 3 window shades,
| wire fire screen, | carpet, |
toothbrush holder.

Front bedroom

1 bed complete, | dresser,
1 wash stand, 1 wardrobe, 2
chairs, | mantle mirror, 1 soap
dish, 1 toothbrush holder, |
chamber pot, 4 pair lace curtains
2 window shades, | carpet, 2
rugs, | wire fire screen.

Back bedroom

I bed complete, | dresser,
| wardrobe, | wash stand, 2
chairs, 1| mantle mirror, |
pitcher, 3 wash bowls, | cham-
ber pot, | soap dish, 2 pair heavy
curtains, | rug, | wire fire
screen, 2 goblets, | lamp.

Opposite back room up-
stairs

I bed complete, | dresser,
| washstand, | wardrobe, | mir-
ror, 3 washbowls, | soap stand,
| chamber pot, | rustic stand, 2
pair lace curtains, 2 window
shades, | carpet, 2 rugs, | fire
screen, 10 sets bed linens, 5
blankets, 5 comforters.

Back room downstairs

2 vases, 12 pairs lace cur-
tains, 2 window shades, 4 pairs
curtains, | tapestry curtains, 10

81586.72 in a bank account at
W.R. Rison Bank and $911.50 at
the First National Bank.

rugs, 2 door mats.

Hall
| hall carpet, | hall lamp.

Room downstairs

2 pair blankets, 2 sets bed
linens, 1 comforter, 5 table mats,
12 sheets, 7 pillow cases, 5 white
bed spreads, | pair blankets, |
basket of old shoes, | old vapor
bath, | box spring mattress, |
horn hat rack.

“Receiveyour
ozim subscription

of

Bathroom upstairs
1 lot books, | old trunk, |
riding habit.

Bathroom downstairs

2 pair lace curtains. For subscription infor-
mation call 534-0502, or
write Old Huntsville, 716
East Clinton Avenue, Hunts-

ville, Alabama 35801.

In safety deposit box at
W.R. Rison Bank

6 insurance policies, | en-
velope of paid bills, 1 bundle of
papers and receipts, | pair gold
bracelets, | breastpin, | locket,
| pair studs, | gold chain, 3 dia-
monds & 4 pearls in small pack-
age.

Also listed as assets were

Only $1 5 per year!

Instant Credit! Free Delivery!

Accessories,
TVs,

Stereos,
Appliances,
Carpet,
Jewelry

Gift Iltems

Free

Parking!

DOWNTOWN!
100 Jefferson Street 534-5681



"Grandaddy always told me there
was a Confederate soldier buried
under the house, but | didn't believe
him until | read about it in

Old Huntsville Magazine.

Now you can see the story on
television!”

Old Huntsville

Don’t miss Pierre Kimsey’s HighWAAY 31
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
At 6pm On

3/NEWS

The Next Story 15 A Doozy!
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Gingerbread

1/2 c. sugar

1/2 c. butter

1 ¢c. molasses

2 c. flour

1/2 t. soda

1 1/2 t. ginger

1/21. cinnamon

1/2 ¢. sour milk

nuts or raisins ifdesired

Mix all together, putin large
loaf pan, and bake in moderate
oven about an hour (325 de-
grees). This recipe is at least a’
hundred years old.

Recipes

Cabbage

| head cabbage, chopped
4 T. lard
salt and pepper to taste

Put about an inch of water
in a large frying pan and bring
to a boil. Put all the cabbage and
lard in, season, and cover. Sim-
mer for about 25 to 30 minutes.

Okra

Slice the okra about 1/2
inch thick, roll in meal, salt and
pepper - fry in grease til light
brown and crispy.

Bl ossoms

Make a thin batter using an
egg, about halfa cup offlour, and
milk. Dip the blossoms in it, and
fry in deep hot grease. Serve as
you would any vegetable

Fried Potatoes

Slice three or four potatoes
very thin, like potato chips, put
in flying pan with hot grease, and
season with salt and pepper.
Cover and cook until light
brown, turning occasionally.

Corn Pones

| pint corn meal
1/2 t. salt

1 t. baking powder
I T. lard

milk

Mix together meal, baking
powder and salt, cut in the lard
and add enough milk to make a
stiffbatter. Form into pones with
hands (or add some milk and
drop from the end of a spoon).
and place in a greased pan. Bake
in a hot oven for about half an
hour.



Ulackbeppy Vzobblep

Blackberries, enough for
one pie

sugar to taste

butter, small amount

biscuit dough, enough for
several biscuits

Cook the blackberries until
they come to a boil, add as much
sugar as you want, add some
butter. Cook til thick. Roll out the
dough, cut as for biscuits and
drop into the blackberries. Then
roll some dough thin, cut into
strips, and place on top of the
blackberries. Set the pan in the
oven til the crust on top is
brown.

Molasses Candy

Combine one cup ofmolas-
ses, | cup ofwater, a few grains
of salt. Boil ingredients (do not
stir) to hard ball stage. Remove
from the fire, and let stand until
cool enough to hold in well
greased hands. After pulling for
some time it will change from
brown to a yellowish color. Cut
into pieces.

Muscadine Wine

1/2 bushel muscadine
grapes
12 1/2 pounds sugar

Mash the grapes with your
hands, put them in a large
churn, and add 2 1/2 pounds of
the sugar.

Let it work (ferment) for
about a week, until it quits.
Strain the mixture to get out the
grape skins and impurities. Put
back in the churn, add 10
pounds more sugar.

Let it work about 8 to 10
days until it quits. Makes about
4 gallons.

Apple Beep

Peel your apples and dry the
peelings in the sun or by the
stove. Put them in a crock and
add enough boiling water to
cover them. Cover the crock and
let it sit for one or two days, un-
til all the flavor comes out ofthe
peelings. Add sugar as desired.

Sweet Potato Pie

2 c¢. sweet potatoes, diced
and cooked
2/3 c¢. molasses

Introducing
Mr.
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1/2 t. ginger

1/2 stick butter

1/2 c. milk

pinch salt

biscuit dough

other spices if desired

Mix together all ingredients
except the dough and bring to a
boil. Cutrolled dough into cubes
and drop into the boiling mix-
ture. Put thin slices of dough on
top. Putpan in the oven and bake
til crust is brown.

C’s

"Early Bird" Dinner Club

Buy 10 Dinners for $80 (tax included)

Valid for One Year from Date of Purchase
Good from 4pm - 7pm on any Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday

Dinner Club Menu (All Entrees Available)

Chicken & Shrimp Kabob - Grilled Chicken with Pasta
Beef Burgundy - Stuffed Flounder - Veggie Platter

all entrees served with house salad, vegetable of the day,

& choice ofrice, pasta, and bread

Come Join the Fun Every Thursd ay Night from 6pm - 9pm for:

IV/

FEATURING

For Your Dining &
Dancing Pleasure

IFEST

THURSDAY
DINNER SPECIAL: $12.95
PRIME RIB (all you can eat)

W/baked potato. Veg. of the day.
Salad, & Bread
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Halloween in
Dallas Village

by Ruby Crabbe

What a time we had on Hal-
loween night!

The kids and a few grown-
ups would scheme and plan all
year long as to who would be on
the brunt end oftheir meanness.
Surely the old devil himselfwas
hiding behind some of those
masks.

We never caused any dam-
age to anyone’s home, butwe did
scare the daylights out of a few
people. Like getting a long rope,
putting a loop on a door knob,
going across the street and put-
ting a loop on the door directly
in front, and then ringing both
door bells at the same time.

Riding around town with a
dummy in the trunk of the car,
both legs hanging out, ketchup
smeared all over the dummy’s
body, and then driving into
someone’s driveway and asking
for a shovel.

[ hope some of those people
found their eyeballs after they
Jumped out of their skin. Porch
chairs swinging in the breeze of
low hanging limbs. Toilet tissue
covering everything from here to
kingdom come. One ofthe funni-
est things was when we rang a
door bell of a big, swanky home
one night and was given a treat of
the besthomemade candy ['ve ever
eaten. Well, later on we decided
to ring that door bell again. We
couldn’t forget how good that

SICK & TIRED OF YOUR TUB?

DON'T REPLACE IT! o

RESURFACE IT!
Bathtubs - Showers - Fiberglass

Ceramic Tile - Chip Repair

RESURFACING SPECIALISTS

CREST

s C

candy had tasted. Some lady
came to the door and recog-
nized us, knowing she had al-
ready given us candy and re-
fused to give us any more.

Just afew hours earlier we
had killed a big snake and hap-
pened to have it with us. We
rang that, door bell again, and
again the woman refused us
more candy. AU at once the
snake was dangled right in
front of her face. Did we get
more candy? We not only got
ALL the candy, we got the bas-
ketthe candy came in. We cred-
ited that snake with most ofthe
fun that night.

One boy by the name of
Jerry didn't know we had the
snake in the car with us. When
we went by to pick him up he
got in the car, saw the snake,
and jumped back out faster
than he had gotten in. Don't
know how he got out of a car
so fast. The car doors were still
closed and him standing out-
side.

When daylight peeked
over the horizon next day you
could tell the ghost of Hallow-
een had been visiting. A few of
the ghosts came to school next
day with black eyes. What a
shiner some ofthem did have!
Annie Gentry Golden and I
were credited with giving one
of those black eyes. The night
before the boy had jumped out
from behind a tree and yelled
BOO at us. We gave him some-
thing to yell about. We gave him
the black eye that lasted for
much of'that next month.

Il wou look like ike pliolo

on your passport, gou
reallij are not well enough
lo travel.

Oeorge Orllip, Kiwanian



John Medlin did not like
change. He had lived in the same
house for 57 years, been mar-
ried to the same woman for 44
years and had worn the same
brand of overalls since he was a
child.

When his eldest son visited
from Birmingham and suggested
that he buy an automobile,
Medlin was fiercely opposed to
the idea.

"It's only seven miles to
town," he reasoned, "and ol
Dobbs does a good job."

Dobbs was the mule belong-
ing to Medlin that he hitched to
the wagon every Saturday morn-
ing to go to town.

Never-the-less, the son per-
sisted, finally showing up at his
father's house with a brand new
Ford T-model he had purchased
for his father.

Reluctantly, Medlin agreed
to be instructed in the art ofdriv-
ing the automobile, and by the
time his son left several days
later, was at least able to keep it
on the road.
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Almost six months later the
son paid another visit. Curious
to know how his father was mak-
ing out with modern technology,
he asked about the gas mileage.

"Don't never buy none," the
old man replied.

"You mean it doesn'tuse any
gas at all!" The son exclaimed.
"Don't you ever take it to town?"

"Every week. Those seats
are a lot more comfortable than
the wagon was."

Amazed, the son went out
to the barn to examine the
Model-T. Curious, he raised the
hood to examine the motor, when
to his surprise, found the motor
missing.

Running back to the house,
he informed his father that
someone had taken the motor.

"I know," replied the old
man. "It made it too heavy for
Dobbs to pull."

Today There’s
MIRACLE-EAR

Hearing Loss can occur at any age.
Don't miss a word ofyour child's school
play. Don't miss a note ofyourfavorite

symphony. After all, it's the little things
that count the most.

Th* Mirage-
Hearing
Aid

Miracle-Ear’

SyMms toy hurtk Unto

(| #Hearing aids won't restore natural hearing Individual experiences may vary depending on proper fit. severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation and ability to adapt to amplific2iicn.
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FIRST TIME! Lindy Critelli
and hubby Gary Lambert
brought daughter Kimber Leigh
Ann to the big mall the other day
for her first shopping spree.

Bob May hosted a fine mixer
the other night at his Little Or-
chid Annie’s catering place over
on Oakwood. Guests were arriv-
ing until after midnight. The
Klusendorfs of Peggy Ann Bak-
ery were there, as were
clocksmith Jim Lowe and his
publicist wife Olivia, Burch &
Hatfield boss Rodney Baker,
Lewis Scogin ofFamily ofEagles,
and dozens more.

Limestone Flea Market
record dealer Ules G. Reid Jr.
has acquired a two-album set of

Hal Holbrook’'s Mark Twain,
while Catherine Wilson, who
sells jams, pickles etc. across
the aisle, supplied herb info to
Rogersville seafood gent
Beecham James. The heat was
so bad in the building last
month that Jack Paris brought
in a halfdozen electric fans for
his scissors shop.

Rocky Bass returned from
Fort Lauderdale awhile back
and has become manager of
Vieux Carre lounge. “We show
popular movies on Monday
nights at 9,” says he.

BOB BACCUS, bandsman
with Olde Towne Brass, was
once a lookalike for Alfred “Al-
falfa” Switzer of“Our Gang” and

performed on stage as such.

Wayne Bartlett, who sang
electric blues for years in local
bistros, breakfasted the other
day in Eunice’s with wife
Jeanette (they were first-grade
sweethearts). Wayne now has re-
ligion and sings gospels at
Emmanuel Church of Christ in
New Market.

Huntsville hosted this year's
Kwajelein School reunion, which
attracted grads from the world
over, including Debbie Tom
Keith and her husband Darius
of Port Orange, Fla. Their kids,
Darilyn and actor Damon,
added excitement to it all.

BARBARA HOLMAN REID
hosted a fancy seafood party the
other night, then celebrated a
birthday by squeezing in a trip
to Gadsden to hear The Singing
Ambassadors and Gold City
Quartet in concert. That’s where
we observed UNA’s Bill Jeraigan
interviewing gospel song legend
Eldridge Fox for a book.

"T've reached the age when
my back goes out more often



than I do,” says orchestra leader
Richard Cox, whose wife Bianca
arranges all those free Monday
evening outdoor concerts nextto
the UAH union building. By the
way, that's where we heard the
impressive Rocket City Brass the
other night. Trumpeter George
Kraft’s chief fan is his nephew
Jason Winter, a new
Huntsvillian. Grissom  grad
Chris Homrich is a member of
Air Force ROTC at University of
S. Alabama (Mobile) and is in ba-
sic training at San Antonio. His
ma, Susan Kirkland (Jim’s wife)
was at Eunice’s breakfast table
the other day, helping Eunice on
her “mayoral candidacy,” a fun
spoof which benefits Arthritis
Foundation.

Johnny Tona’s Family Bil-
liards has been a popular gath-
ering spot all summer, with col-
legians gathering almost nightly.
“This is the only smoke-free pool
parlor I've ever been in,” said
Don Gribble, visiting from
Florida. It's also booze-free and
cuss-free, said Johnny.

Councilman Bill Kling and
his Tanjie celebrated their third
anniversary the other evening by
attending a lawn concert at UAH.

FOR BETTER OR WORSE!
Chef-in-training Clift Critelli will
jump the proverbial matrimonial
broomstick on Sept. 2 with bar-
maid Gail Gallagher . . . Doug
Bishop, whom you remember as
ice cream dipper at Baskin-
Robbins, has married Kelly
Grounds of Vincennes, Ind.
Doug is a theatrical type like his
ma and pa, Mary Ann and Kaile.

Thatwas a swell turnout the
other evening at Richard's On the
Square. Our adventurous pal

Beime Williams even showed
up. We managed to renew auld
acquaintances with George
Bonnell of Beautiful 97 Radio,
which cosponsored the mixer.
George moved here years ago
from New Orleans to ply his dul-
cet tones on local airwaves.

Thursday night was when
hundreds socialized at Bubba’s.
Brent Talley of lawn fame
showed up with Vandy co-ed
Stacey Stewart on his arm. Then
pretty Ardmorites Kim Hodges
and Dee DeLap arrived. Three
Davids — Milly, Peeples and
Driscoll- hobnobbed while
Tommy Shepherd and Tony Ma-
son entertained. Then came
pretty real estate tycooness Dana
Lee Hall and the evening was
complete, so I went home, leav-
ing that bunch to keep the night
alive.

CAFE WORLD! Stan
Mohlere is chefand co-owner of
Grumpy Kaz’s sports cafe on
University (near Bookstar). It
was formerly called Cafe III . . .

Come Meet
your Friends

108 Washington

Downtown Huntsville

Next to Qorins

534-3133

Fine Food and Drink

page

Hard Winte
Forecast

Squirrels' tails ar™\
bushier.

Crows gather together

Hoot owls call late in
the fall.

Birds huddle on the
ground.

Worms bend up and go
into people's homes in
October.

Birds eatup all the
berries early.

You see a lot of spiders
in the fall.

The woolly worms have
a heavy coat and a wide
black band.

Butterflies migrate
early.

The darker green the
grass during the summer,
the colder the winter will
be.

Pine cones open early.

Moss grows heavy on
the trees.



page 26

REALTY

3609A MEMORIAL PARKWAY, 8.
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

REALTOR GRI.CRS.LTG

OFFICE
(205) 882-2114

1-800-239-5476

RES. 534-9683
Beeper 720-1320

Startling New Poll
Reveals What You Eat
May Affect The Next

Mayoral Race!

In a recent unscientific poll conducted by supporters of " Aunt
Eunice for Mayor," over 93% ofthe respondents who eat ham and
biscuits for breakfast support Aunt Eunice for Mayor.

The same poll revealed that the majority of respondents be-
lieved pork was evenly distributed among professional politicians.

Aunt Eunice's only campaign promises so far is to put a coffee
pot in every office in City Hall and to put a liars' table in the City
Council chambers.

All donations to "Aunt Eunice for Mayor" go to benefit the Ar-
thritis foundation. Campaign posters and bumper stickers may be
had at Eunice's Country Kitchen Restaurant.



Purveyors
of Fine and Exotic

Building Supplies

have Searched
ike World lo
Being You lke
Finest Building
Maierials
from
China,
Germany,
France,
and

Mew Market, Ala.

Dilworth Lumber
Company
WILL GIVE FREE,

AT NO COST

[ GALLON OF LATEX
PAINT THINNER

To the First Ten Customers

ON ANY MONDAY, OF
ANY WEEK!

Limit One Gallon Per Customer. Customer

must furnish container.

This offer not good in conjunction with any

other sales or promotions.
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Slavery <
In 1

Antebellum
Huntsville |,

by Edward C. Betts, 1909

excerptedfrom his book, Early History of Huntsville,
Alabama 1804-1870

As we have previously ob-
served, the slave population of
the town and county grew with
marked rapidity. This is ex-

"back on the old plantation."
Those of the latter class, many
ofWhom very probably were nei-
ther born nor reared in slavery

plained by the fact that great but were sold into servitude,

numbers ofslaves were brought
into the county and sold in the
open market, especially during
the early part of this period.
Many of these slaves had some
degree of manual and domestic
training; many more Wwere
merely plantation hands; sel-
dom, if ever, having come in
touch with the civilizing and
uplifting influences attendant
upon service about the home of
the master. The former class
longed to return to the haunts
of their childhood, and mingle
again among their companions

Join the
Greater Huntsville

Humane Society
for only $15 a year and

get the Pet Gazette

absolutely free!

call 881-8081

chafed under the restrains of
regular labor among compan-
ions, who in some instances
could neither understand, nor be
understood by them. By this
time, the menace ofthe Indians
to the fugitive slaves, was largely
a thing of the past; they having
withdrawn from this part of'the
country, except in rare instances.
No source ofinformation is
more reliable and enlightening
than records contemporaneous
with the matter under consid-
eration. None such is more com-
prehensive than anewspaper file
of the times. It is to this latter
source that the author has
turned in an effort to grasp the
spirit ofthe times and its attitude
toward slavery as an institution.
Throughout the first fifteen years

we grow the area's
£ most complete selection
of perennial plants

Bennet

Nurseries

7002 Memorial Pkwy. North

Please tour our
landscaped beds at
your leisure



o™tisperio3™E Maper™aSe7
many advertisements for "run-
away slaves," similar to the few
here quoted:

"$100.00 REWARD."
"Ran away from the sub-
scriber, Oct. 1, 1819, an African
negro man, named "Jack 33
years old, speaks bad English,
but may be understood."
"William Whitesides."

"$150.00 REWARD."
"Three negro fellows. Will
probably return to Virginia, from
whence they came."

'RAN AWAY"
"Negro man named "Bob;"
will probably make for the

Cherokee or Choctaw Tribes."

Each of these advertise-
ments and others similar
thereto, was accompanied by the
rude cut of a negro, male or fe-
male, as the case was, in a flee-
ing posture; and in some in-
stances by more elaborate cuts
depicting the fugitive with a stick
across the right shoulder, on the
end ofwhich was carried a small
bundle tied up in a bandana
handkerchief.

The most striking feature of
these advertisements is the total
absence ofany description ofthe
escape, whereby he or she might
be recognized. None was needed
and none was given. This for the
very sufficient reason that,
throughout the entire South,
where slavery existed, a more or
less competent and comprehen-
sive patrol system was main-
tained. No slave was permitted
off the premises of the master,
and only in rare instances out of
his slave quarters, withouta spe-
cial permit. Free negroes were
scarce, and usually well known.

Hence, we see the matter of

capturing a fugitive slave re-
solved itself into the simple of-
fice on the part of the patrol to
take up any negro seen upon the
highway, day or night, unat-
tended by some person in au-
thority. Nor was it an easy mat-
ter for arunaway to travel across
country; since, in doing so he
almost invariably came in con-
tact with some slave overseer, or
owner, to whom he was un-
known; whereupon he was
promptly arrested.

To the escape, the difficulty
in getting food was no inconsid-
erable obstacle. To obtain it he
was almost necessarily com-
pelled to approach some white
man, or his habitation. There
were few, if any, negro homes
aboutthe country. The tendency,
ifany there was, to assist an es-
cape was discouraged and effec-
tually checked by the laws ofthe
land, which made it a crime to
aid or abet a fugitive slave.
These, and other statutes of a
similar character, effected to
make of every citizen, more or
less, a member of this patrol
force.

If, perchance, the slave ar-
rested was a fugitive, he was re-
turned to his master, who ad-
ministered appropriate punish-
ment. Ifnot a fugitive but merely
a prowler without permission,
which was rarely granted, he was
taken back to his quarters,
where he received commensu-
rate correction at the hands of
the overseer or master.

The summary manner in
which the slave larcenist was
dealt with, is portrayed in the
followingterse news item appear-
ing in the Alabama Republican,
of September 22, 1820:

"Collins, convicted ofnegro
stealing, has been sentenced to
be executed on the first Friday
in December."
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In addition to the sale of
negroes brought into the county,
the local market was kept pretty
active through the desultory sell-
ing of slaves, in small numbers,
by the citizens; not as slave trad-
ers, however, but merely the buy-
ing and selling in ordinary busi-
ness intercourse as of any other
chattel.

The advertisements of
slaves offered for sale go more
into descriptive detail than do
those offering rewards for fugi-
tives; at least as to the good
points ofthe subject; as appears
from the following taken from the
numerous instances found in the
newspapers ofthat day:

"A NEGRO FOR SALE"
"Will be sold on Monday,
April 27th, next, for cash, at auc-
tion, in Huntsville, a likely negro
girl."

"FOR SALE"

"Two likely negro boys, from
twelve to fourteen years old. Also
awoman, age about thirty-five, a
trusty servant, good cook,
washer and ironer. For terms
apply to:

A. D. Veitch."

By the end of 1835, condi-
tions seem to have changed. The
papers ofthis period rarely car-
ried advertisements of escapes.
Striking in comparison, notices
ofsales were likewise infrequent.

During the year of 1830, the
sentiment rapidly forming at the
North for the abolition ofthe in-
stitution of slavery, was spread-
ing, and had become a matter of
interest and concern to our
people. Societies were being
formed throughout the East for
the promotion of the cause.
Chiefest among these was the
"American Colonization Socieiy."

The ostensible and avowed pur-
pose ofall these abolition societ-
ies was to liberate slaves, not at
an economic loss to the South,

but gradually and systematically.

Slaves so freed were to be trans-
ported to Africa, and there colo-

nized under a government of
their own establishment. Toward
these ends the South was not
hostile.

Strange to say, as early as
1830, Huntsville papers began
the publication of matter con-
demnatory of slavery. True
enough, editorials to this effect
were rare, yet not infrequently in
the news columns were to be
found lengthy items anent the
work of these societies. In the
Southern Advocate of May 1,
1830, there appeared two pon-
derous articles, copied from the
Washington Spectator; one of
which applauded the proposed
"good work" ofthe American So-
ciety, stating at length its pro-
claimed purposes; the other
similar in its tendencies, though
not so general, exclaiming
praises for LaGrange, Franklin
county, Ala., where a chapter of
the parent society had been
formed. From this day forward,
articles endorsing the work of
the society and lauding the
movement appeared from time
to time, and not infrequently in
the local papers. Most of these
items, however, were extracts
from foreign papers.

In 1832 an auxiliary of
American Colonization Society
was organized at Huntsville; the
meetings being held in the Pres-
byterian Church. Memberships
in this society were held by some
of Huntsville's most prominent
men; a goodly number ofher citi-
zens were counted among its
sympathizers and attended its
meetings. The officers of this

branch were: M. S. Watkins,
president; Thos. Fearn, W. L
Adair, A. G. Vaughan, A. F.
Hopkins, vice-presidents; C. R
Clifton, secretary; John Martin,
treasurer; R. L. Fearn, D, M.
Wharton, E. Picket, J. G. Birney
and S. D. Morgan, managers.
Regular orthodox "abolition"
speeches were the order of the
day when this society met. Its
members were unstinted in their
accusations against the institu-
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tion of slavery, as one of "injus-
tice and cruelty." The public ex-
pressions of E. R. Wallace and
James G. Birney, were charac-
terized by vindictive denuncia-
tion ofthe whole system.

A kindly spirit of indul-
gence, even sympathetic atten-
tion, was accorded the abolition
movement and its supporters, in
Huntsville, and generally
throughout the whole South. Not
until it became evident that the
aims of these societies were ul-
terior to those proclaimed for
them, did this attitude change.

This difference in sentiment
was brought about by a realiza-
tion of the fact that the para-
mount object of these societies
was not the colonization of the
slave, but his liberation by force,
by aiding him to escape or incit-
ing him to rebellion. Probably,
this altered condition ofthe pub-
lic thought was aroused by the
approach of the threatening
storm at an earlier date in Hunts-
ville than anywhere else in the
South.

A more local cause was to
be found at Huntsville, in the per-
son ofJames G. Birney, the arch
"agitator" and uncompromising
"dictator" ofthe whole wretched
business. Birney later became
the first candidate for the presi-
dency ofthe United States on the
abolition ticket.

By 1833, Birney had be-
come an out-and-outadvocate of
the total and immediate abolition
of slavery. Having already re-
sponded by accepting a commis-
sion from the American
Colonization Society as its "Gen-
eral Agent for the States of Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana and Arkansas Terri-
tory," he dallied, however, suffi-
ciently long to reweld the shack-
les upon his numerous slaves,

by selling them into continued
servitude.

On May 21, 1833, he com-
menced the publication of a se-
ries of fifteen letters to the pub-
lic, through the columns of the
Southern Advocate, for the
avowed purpose of "explaining
the aims and intentions of the
American Colonization Society."

It is to these latter letters,
that the future student ofhistory
must and will turn with an acute
interest, in order that, "The Life
and Times of James G. Birney"
may be understood and inter-
preted amid the proper lights
and shadows. The known exist-
ence of these other letters is of
more than ordinary concern to
Huntsville; for thereby she is fur-
nished unimpeachable evidence
with which to combat the malign-
ing statements made about her
and her people in that colossal
misrepresentation of fact, "The
Life and Times of James G.
Birney." To one who has
searched the files of all of
Huntsville's newspapers ofthose
times, and found account ofonly
one ''drinking and shooting
brawl," or chronicle of murder-
ous or disorderly conduct, (not
to mention having read all and
particularly the fifteenth of
Birney's letters, which latter one
is unmistakable in its admis-
sions), it comes as a great sur-
prise that the son of this man,
in writing ofhis "Life and Times,"
should seek to create the belief
that his father left Huntsville be-
cause moral conditions were so
depraved, and shooting and
drinking brawls so frequent that
one's life was not safe there.

The first ofthese letters ap-
pearing, as we have observed, on
the 21st day of May, 1833, was
mild and gentle in its approach
to the subject discussed, and
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was little more than an introduc-
tion of those to follow. The sec-
ond informed the public that the
"Society seeks support by the ex-
hibition of facts through the
press, auxiliary societies, and au-
thorized agents," that unanimity
was not to be expected, suggest-
ing the temper with which the in-
vestigation should be conducted.
"Objection in the South that the
colonization plan originated in
the free states," "Sentiment of
distinguished gentlemen at the
North," "Objects ofthe abolition-
ists examined," were the subjects
considered in the third, fourth
and fifth installments, respec-
tively; while the sixth and sev-
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enth were continuations of the
fifth; the remaining eight, by de-
grees contained more ofbile and
less ofbalm.

Their author finally dealt
rudely and not impersonally with
the South and its institutions,
until the fifteenth was reached on
August 20, 1833. In this he re-
veals that he had many more
such to publish, but at the re-
quest of Huntsville's citizens he
would discontinue the discus-
sion; closing with the expres-
sions of regret that this course
had become necessary.

Birney, havingbecome gen-
erally obnoxious, hied himselfto
more congenial climes-by invita-
tion. "Wisely he sought some
other shore, where those who
knew him less might praise him
more." Accordingly, in the early
part of 1834, Mr. Birney took his
departure for the North, where
he became a leader of thought
and action concerning the aboli-
tion of slavery. With these senti-
ments in mind, he became the
first candidate to ever run for the
office of President of the United
States on the Abolitionist plat-
form.

While a resident of Hunts-
ville, Mr. Birney occupied a brick
house, situated on the north side
of East Holmes street, opposite
its intersection with North Lin-
coln street.

Captain Frank Gurley
will entertain
Confederate Veterans

Capt. Frank B. Gurley will have the annual reunion of'the
surviving members ofhis Confederate Cavalry troop atthis home
near Gurley beginning Wednesday. All of the members of this
intrepid command who reside anywhere in this country and are
in the enjoyment of good health will be there and they will be
royally entertained by their old commander for two days or as
long after as they wish to remain. The reunion of the Gurley
troop is an annual affair and one that is looked forward to with
great pleasure by all concerned.

from 1907 Huntsville newspaper

[LLAWRENS

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801
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Frank James

The LLast of The Band
Lodged 1n Our Jail

An Interview With The

Unhorsed

"Operator.™

He Never Troubled a

Representative of The Press
From February 21, 1884 Huntsville Newspaper

The latest accession to the
list ofour local sojourners is the
last ofwhat is known to the his-
tory as the James Band-no less
a personage than Frank James
himself. He was brought here
last Thursday, from Missouri by
two United States Deputy Mar-
shals and turned over to Marshal
Hinds.

Having had all his state
cases in Missouri disposed of'fi-
nally, by virtue of the infamy of

I

Dick Liddel and the consequent
invalidity ofwhatever this sweet
scion of reformation might say,
Frank James was immediately
taken in hand by government of-
ficials and brought here to an-
swer a charge of conspiracy to
rob Postmaster Smith at Muscle
Shoals. As soon as itwas noised
aboutthat the distinguished out-
law was in the city, quite a throng
of curious bodies went to the
Calhoun building where they got
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a glance of him.

"There he sits with a thin,
cornsilk moustache, and smok-
ing a cigar," said a bystander to
the scribe. The scribe at once
proceeded to make mental notes
ofthe supposed bandit, and had
succeeded in making a good
mental photograph, when the
said subject arose and quietly
walked out of the house and
across the street to one of the
neighboring saloons. It was one
ofthe Missouri deputy marshals!

Next we turned to the true,
and veritable Frank James, a
man five feet ten and one quar-
ter inches high, seeming taller
than what he is (for he only
weighs about 130 pounds) with
dark hair, a clear, firm, earnest
eye and quite quick and almost
nervous in his movements.

He looked travel worn and
when seen several days later, in
his cell at the jail, there was a
marked difference for the better
in his appearance. He is rather
pale, but by no means a cadaver
standing in stockings ready to
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jump offInto the great elsewhere

in ajiffy. His extreme pallor is
suggestive ofa want of sunshine.
Since October of 1882, he has
not enjoyed the bounding, buoy-
ant life of a dashing freebooter,
but has sickened over with the
damp ofprisonwalls. His life has
undergone a change!

A glance reveals the fact that
his chest is his weak physical
point, but he is not yet on the
perilous edge of the grave. He
informed our scribe that his
natural weigh was not over 140
pounds. He has a dry, comfort-
able cell at thejail and thinks he
is stronger than he has been for
some months past.

He thinks he would like
Huntsville, whose beauties of
scenery and charming air were
already familiar to him. He had
been to Huntsville several times
before, but had not tarried here
for more than a day or two at a
time. He had likewise traveled
through on the Memphis and
Charleston road several times

and had admired the mountain
fastnesses ofJackson county.

Concerning his case, of
course, we did not expect him to
say much. He said that he had
employed Gen. L.R Walker as his
local attorney and expected that
Governor Charles R Johnson, of
Missouri, would be on hand to
attend his trial. His habit was to
get the very best counsel to be
had, and then leave everything
to them.

Yes, he always slept well;
slept as easy as an infant, went
to bed about nine o'clock every
night and did not getup until half
past ten next morning. He found
that sleep had all the health giv-
ing powers so often ascribed to
a thousand and one nostrums.

His circumstances had been
indeed a hard school.

He would not try to make
bond, he reckoned, as itwas but
a short time till the April term of
the Federal court and his friends
had already been exceedingly
kind to him. He could make it

easily ifhe chose to. He did not
wish to tax his friends any more
than he found actually neces-
sary. He hoped the local press
would at least, not go out ofits
way to pound him, and prejudice
his approachingtrial. Every man
is entitled to an unprejudiced
trial. With quite a merry twinkle
he said that he thought the en-
tire press owed him a large
bounty, for he had furnished
them food for gossip and reflec-
tion for twenty years, and they
had often taken the privilege of
placing him a thousand miles
distant from where he really
was.

When the scribe bade him
"good morning," he extended a
cordial invitation to the scribe to
call again as he had always been
a good friend to the "quill-driv-
ers" and had never interfered
with one ofthem. The scribe has
avague suspicion that there was
another twinkle in his eyes this
time, as he said he had never
"troubled" any newspaper man.

We would not charge him
wrongfully for a million of shin-
ing ducats, butunless we are on
a false trail, there was in this last
mentioned, laughter ofhis optic
which arose from a knowledge
on his part ofthe impecuniosity
ofthejournalists guild, as much
to say: "Frank James knew
where to find what he wanted."

Alas! What great mistakes
even the greatest among us
sometimes fall into!



Busy
Session Held
by City
Council Last
Night

from 1906
Huntsville Newspaper

The city council held an in-
teresting meeting last night
and passed several ordinances
that Eire ofinterest to the general
public.

Mayor Smith stated that on
the advice ofJohn Wesley, a pav-
ing expert, the entire cost ofthe
paving will be passed on to the
property owners. The paving or-
dinance was changed effective
immediately.

An ordinance was also
passed providing for the grading
ofthe extension of Locust Street,
laying the street with concrete
gutters, stone curbs and grani-
toid sidewalks.

Permission was granted the
owners of'the little frame build-
ing on Washington Street occu-
pied by the Davis tin shop for
roofing the building with tin.

The members of the Fire
Department will be allowed va-
cation for the summer.

The Hospital Association
stated that an annex is being
erected to the city hospital and
permission was asked for the
right to remove this new struc-
ture when the lease of the asso-
ciation runs out. This was
granted.

By a vote of the council,
water meters will be placed on
the pipe furnishing water to the
livery stables.

The street committee, to
which was referred the matter of
extending Green and widening
Cruse Alley was reported favor-
able on both propositions. The
recommendation ofthe engineer
was that the new streets be made
46 feet wide but the committee
reported in favor of 60 foot
streets. The reportwas favorably
acted on and City Attorney
Murphy was directed to proceed

page 35
with the condemnation of abut-
ting property as provided by Sec-
tion 21 ofthe city code. The com-
mittee expressed the opinion in
its reportthatthe widening ofthe
silley and extension of'the street
would add from 20 to 100 per
cent to the property that is now
cut offfrom communication with
the streets.
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Waterford

Square—

Where Old
and New Meet

The year was 1965 and
Huntsville was booming. People
were moving here from all over
the country and it was only four
years before the locally designed
and built Saturn V rocket would
take our astronauts to the moon!

With the tremendous in-
flux ofpeople, it soon became ap-
parent that housing had to be a
top priority for our fair city.

John and Louise Bethune
quickly realized this need in
Huntsville and made the deci-
sion that would give Huntsville
its finest and most luxurious
apartment living.

In May of 1965 they
opened the Westbury Apart-
ments off Airport Rd. in South-
east Huntsville.

Westbury Apartments
quickly became the top choice as
the place to live in Huntsville.
People flocked to the offices of
John and Louise Bethune to

lease their exquisite apartment
homes. At the time a two-bed-
room residence leased for $160
per month.

These Colonial style apart-
ment homes were the most el-
egant oftheir time. The Bethunes
constructed an Olympic-sized
pool for residents and a beauti-
fully furnished clubhouse was
built along with tennis courts.
For the ultimate in convenience,
washers and dryers were pro-
vided in every apartment home,
furnished or unfurnished!

While the apartment com-
munity was still on the
architect’s drawing board, the
Bethunes decided that their
apartments would be the most
spacious in all of Huntsville-up
to 1,638 square feet!

By the 1970s, the
Bethunes decided that they were
no longer physically able to over-
see the management oftheir be-
loved apartments. Capital Real
Estate Management took over
Westbury, but sold the apart-
ments to the Angeles Partners on
January 1, 1980, who changed
the name to its presentday name
of Waterford Square.

Legend has it that the in-
vestor who purchased the apart-
ment community was from Ire-

land and dearly loved Waterford
Crystal. Advertising for the
apartment community quickly
used that connection by declar-
ing that, “The reason to move to
Waterford Square is Crystal
Clear.”

On January 1, 1993 Insig-
nia Management Group took
over Waterford Square and man-
ages it today.

Over the years the apart-
ment community has had sev-
eral hardworking and dedicated
managers; they are as follows:
Mary Finley, Loraine Clay, Jerry
Williams, CIliff Toner, Julie
Bryant, Cindy Brunette, and the
present manager, Kathy
Woodyard.

These loyal and commit-
ted individuals have done much
to continue the wonderful tradi-
tion that was Westbury Apart-
ments and today carries on as
Waterford Square.

Editor's Note: In our next
issue we’ll tell the story of
Waterford Square Apartments
after the tornado of 1989, and
the story of some of the resi-
dents that live there, Including
two individuals who have re-
sided tn the apartment homes
since its construction in 1965.

ATERFORD SQUARE

Studio - 675 Sq. Ft.
*7 Bedroom - 858 Sq. Ft.

2 Bedroom Townhome -1340 Sq. F-

2 Bedroom -1402 Sq. Ft.

3 Bedroom Townhome -14/0 Sq. Ft.

3 Bedroom -1638 Sq. Ft.
(205) 8818101

201 Queensbury Dr. - Huntsville, Ala. 35801



Bulldog Antiques  Lyda's Antiques
2338 Whitesburg Drive 1
534—9893g & GlftS

3615 Hwy 72 East (approx 4
miles past Huntsville city
limits)

859-4046 Tues- Sat 10-5,
Sun 2 - 5 (call to see if open
Sun.)

Primitives, Collectibles
Furniture, Old Tools, Toys,

Mon - Sat 10-5, Sun 2 -5
Antique & Vintage
Furniture
Flags-Sales & Rentals.
Lamp Shades
Lamp Repair

Pratt Avenue

. Etc.
Anthue Mall Cherry Reproduction
708 Pratt Ave. (1 blk. east of Furniture
Andrew Jackson) New Dolls:

536-3117 Mon - Sat 10 - 5,
Sun 1-5

Madam Alexander,
Barbie, and other Collectable

Antiques, Fine FUrniture, Dolls
Accessories, Books, Art-
work, Custom Framing and Maryvs Antiques

a large selection of

Collectibles. 9000 sq. ft. 505 Pratt Ave.

533-4972 Mon - Sat9 - 5
Furniture, Books, Col-

Req Rooster lectibles, Jewelry, Glassware
Antique Mall &

12519 South Mem. PWY. Gifts. Victorian dried flowers

881-6530 Mon - Fr1 10 - 6,
Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5
10,000 sq. ft. of Antiques 8
Collectibles

Old Town Antiques
820 Wellman Ave.
533-7002 Mon - Sat 10 -5
Multi-Dealer Mall
Antiques, Jewelry, Gifts,
Linens
Gift Baskets, Furniture
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Hartlex Antique
Mall

1030 Old Monrovia Rd.
830-4278 Mon -Sat 10-7
100 plus Dealers -
Auction Every 2nd & 4th
Sat. at 5 pm

Gallery Antiques
& Clock Shop

209 Russell St. (Five Points
behind Zestos)
539-9118
Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun
Antiques, Furniture, col-
lectibles, Glassware, Clocks
Watch, Jewelry Repair

QGreenlawn

Interiors

1216 Hwy 231/431
Meridianville 852-5232, E
Chance or Appointment.
Wed. - Fri, 12 -5, Sat 10 - 5,
and app't.
Furniture, Accessories,
Gifts, Phonographs,
Records, Old Post Cards
and Collectible Paper
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Exploring the Mountains

by Ruby Crabbe

On weekends in Dallas Vil-
lage, the kids had their own fun
things to do. A few played ball.'
others hit the tennis court and
always you could see a bunch of
skaters racing up and down the
sidewalks.

Skating was the "in thing" in
those days and I wish | had a
dollar for every pair of skates |
wore out. My favorite hobby was
hiking on the mountains and
hunting caves. Elsie Thornton
Schrimsher and I used to hike
on Monte Sano, Chapman and
Sharps Mountains. Monte Sano,
because itwas the largest moun-
tain, was our favorite. Not too
many spots on that mountain
that our feet didn't touch. We
walked over ledges, under ledges
and blazed out trails and

through places so dense and
dark the sun had never shone
there.

One cave in particular was
located on Sharps Mountain and
when | think of that deep dark
cavern, even after all those many
years ago, I still shudder to think
of the foolish thing Elsie and |
did. We never stopped to con-
sider the danger we put our-
selves in when it came to cave
hunting. How foolish we were,
you may be thinking. Well, we
were so foolish we never ever
thought of carrying a flashlight
with us. Need | say more?

On that one day we had
gone to Sharps Mountain to hunt
chestnuts. In behind the chest-
nut tree we saw a small opening
in the side of the mountain.

Chestnuts forgotten, we decided
to crawl through that small open-
ing. The opening was so small
we had to get on our stomachs
and lower ourselves, feet first,
down into that cave. Inside the
cave was a very narrow ledge,
and only a ledge, for us to walk
on. With our backs pressed
against the inside wall of the
mountain we inched our way
slowly along that ledge.

Inside the cave was darker
than this side of midnight. We

[ R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. |
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walked slowly and before an-
other step was taken we would
feel with one foot to see if any
more ledge was left to walk on.

It got more and more narrow
until the ledge just ran out, and
when we put our foot out to
touch, the ledge was gone, only
emptiness. Out there in front of
us, and somewhere far below us,

we could hear water rushing and
dashing over - only the good
Lord knew what!

We slowly inched our way
back to the small opening we
had found originally. From the
narrow ledge we stood on and
up to that opening was way over
our heads. The only way for us
to get out was toJump up to the
mouth ofthe cave and hope and
pray we could grasp something
solid to hold on to. We had to
make that one jump count or
else miss and fall backwards
into oblivion.

Elsie, being the tallest, de-
cided she could jump high
enough to grasp on to something
solid to pull herselfout. Thank
God for those small saplings
growing around the mouth of
that cave. Now the problem was
to get me out. I've always been
shortin height and [ knew there
was no way | could jump high
enough to reach those saplings.
But Elsie just got on her stom-
ach, reached down and grabbed
my out-stretched arms and
pulled me to safety.

Inside that deep dark gloom
Elsie and I learned the best les-
son we have ever learned in our
lives. We learned how stupid we
were.
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Ku KLux Klan

To Form Here

Branch of Old Reorganized Order

to Be Organized in Huntsville

Jfrom 1920 Huntsville newspaper

Definite announcement was made today that plans are now
being made for organizing here a branch ofthe Ku Klux Klan.

Several prominent citizens are said to be interested in the
movement, and it is understood a representative of the Klan will
be in contact with these citizens to assist them in their plans.

The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, which is but a reorganiza-
tion of the order that swept from the South the carpetbagger and
the scalawag in the stirring days of reconstruction period and re-
stored to the white people their rightful place in the nation and the
management oftheir own affairs, was formed in Atlanta in Novem-
ber, 1915.



TheMoney

Value

of a Wite

Let a man become a wid-
ower and he soon learns what
the financial worth ofawife was
to him.

When he is compelled to
hire the food cooked, the gar-
ments made or mended, the
washing and ironing done, he
finds that about one-halfofhis
income is required to meet
these outgoes.

Who saved this expense
before?

Letthe cold fingers and the
silent lips in the graveyard bear
testimony.

The family purse should
be accessible to a faithful wife
as to the husband. What man
would consent to become a
partner in a company in which
his brother partner should
alone have control of the
company’s funds?

There is no one thing more
degrading and depressing to a
hard working wife, than to feel
she must beg like a tramp for
every cent she spends beyond
her food, which as truly belongs
to her as though she earned it
aS adomestic or shop girl!

N

From
1800s
Publication

The Editor's
Appeal

Fish down into your pocket
And dig up the dust.

The Editor is hungry,

and the paper's

‘bout to bust!

We've trusted you for
several months,

And did it with a smile.

So just return the
compliment

And trust us for awhile.
Our wife, she needs

some stockings,

And our baby needs

a dress.

Jimmy needs

some breeches.

And so do Kate and Bess
Pud is on the hog train,
And Peggy sick with grief.
Good gosh almighty.
Won'tyou give a man reliefl?
Shell out the nickels,

And turn loose the

dimes and

quarters, too.

Turn’'em loose and whistle.
And we'll have some
better times.

There'll be fever patches
On the bottom of our pants.
We'll make the paper better.
Ifwe only get the chance.
Don’t give us that old story.
Long gone to seed,

‘bout taking

More papers than the
family wants

To read!

But help to feed the printer.
And he'll help your

town grow.

You'll sure escape the
sulphur,

In the region down below.



Ancient
Health

Remedies

The scarcity of medicalfa-
cilities in the remoter rural ar-
eas of the Southforced people
to do with what they had tn or-
der to cure their ills. Some of
these old remedies undoubtedly
worked, while some probably
didn't and may have had disas-
trous effects (Note remedy #2).
Here are afew of'the more in-
teresting ones wefound.

To get rid of freckles, put
stump water on them.

If you get bit by a black
widow spider, drink liquor
heavily from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. You
won't getdrunk, you'll be healed.

For head lice, cut hair close
and use Kerosene.

For pneumonia, give the
person two teaspoonfuls of oil
rendered from a skunk.

To stop a nosebleed, take a
nickel and place it directly un-
der the nose between the upper
lip and the gum and press tightly.

When you have a case of
Athlete’s foot, wrap awool string
around the big toe and step di-
rectly in fresh cow dung.

You can remove a sty from
your eye by running the tip ofa
black cat’s tail over it.

For a fever, tie abag contain-
ing the sufferer’s nail cuttingto a
live eel. It will carry the fever
away.

For a bad headache, rub
your brow with crushed onions.

Ifyou have a case of poison
ivy, try rubbing the area with the
inside of'a banana peel. Or slice
open a green tomato and run the
juice over the affected area.

To cure cramps in your feet,
turn your shoes upside down be-
fore you go to bed.
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For a cold, do the following.
Take a three-pound can of pine
twigs and rabbit tobacco. Boil
together and strain. Drink some
every three hours, taking no
more than one full Juice glass
within a twelve-hour period.

When you have chest con-
gestion, wear a flannel shirt with
turpentine and lard on it all win-
ter.

Burns: ifa person has never
seen his father, he can draw the
fire out by blowing on the wound.
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1945

by Robert L. Sanders

Some people think that
1945 was the most significant
year ofthe twentieth century. The
“Big War” ended, the nuclear age
began and the United States be-
came the leading world power.
Personally, 1945 was also avery
significant year in my life.

[ graduated from high
school, joined the U.S. Marine
Corps, and during the three hot
summer months of that year |
grew from a seventeen year old
adolescentinto a man. In March,
1945 the war in Europe was
winding down. The Germans
were in retreat on both the east-
ern and western fronts. Although
the end came in Europe in mid-
May 1945, the Pacific was a dif-
ferent story. The U.S. Marines
were engaged in a costly battle
at Iwo Jima. It would be late
June before the battle for
Okinawawas over. With the pos-
sible exception of a handful of
people working on the highly
classified "Manhattan" project in
the New Mexico desert, no one
dreamed thatthe war would end
in the Pacific anytime soon. Best
hopes were for mid or late 1946.

[ went to Birmingham, Ala-
bama in March of 1945 to enlist
in the U.S. Marine Corps. I took
and passed the physical exam.

Since | was still seventeen, I
brought home permission pa-
pers for Ma to sign. She wasn't
too happy but she signed with
the understanding that I would
not be inducted until I finished
high school in May, 1945.
About a week before gradu-
ation, Mr. J. Homer Crim, the
principal at West Huntsville
High, made arrangements for the
senior class of’45 to have an out-
ing at Camp Kiwanis, located in
a rural area north of Huntsville.
It was an all-day affair with
swimming, boating, picnicking

and the use ofthe lodge for danc-
ing and socializing. This outing
sticks out in my mind because it
symbolized for me a fond fare-
well to a life that had been, and
would never be again.

That much-quoted state-
ment of Thomas Wolfe, that “You
can never return home again” is
so true. That day, that time, was
the end ofan era for me to which
[ would never return.

The eighteenth day of June
is a bad day for our family. Itwas
the day my father died in 1935,
the day my brother, John, was
killed in an auto accident in
1952 and it was the day that |
first left home in 1945.1 left Ma
crying on the front porch as I
made my way Downtown to
catch the bus to Birmingham en
route to the U.S. Marine Recruit
depot at Parris Island, South
Carolina.

My travel group ofthree in-
cluded a big, tall Tennessee boy
and another seventeen year old
Alabamian. We traveled by train
to Atlanta, Georgiawhere we met
a large number of'travel groups
'from all over the country on their
way to Parris Island. Our train

WAMWh
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was met at a railhead just out-
side Yemassee, South Carolina
by a group ofloudmouthed drill
instructors with a fleet of trucks
used for hauling cattle. The curs-
ing and intimidation began there
and didn’t end for ten weeks. We
were loaded onto these cattle
trucks and hauled some 25 or
30 miles southeast to Parris Is-
land.

We were immediately taken
to the main chow hall at the de-
pot headquarters. As we eased
through the chowline, I saw the
familiar face of Arnold Edger,
who lived only a couple ofblocks
from my home in West Hunts-
ville. As he put some food on my
tray, he whispered, "Sanders, be-
ware, these SOB’s will kill you.”

It didn’t take long for me to
understand what Arnold meant.
After lunch we "fell in" and
started marching down to the
“delousing house.” As we walked
along, Corporal Dietz, one ofthe
DI's for my platoon, #334,
reached into the ranks, grabbed
the big tall Tennessee boy by the
back of his shirt collar and
dragged him put. All the time
“dog cursing” him for being out
of step. The "delousing house"
was the place where you had
your head shaved, got an issue
of uniforms, and as you stood
naked your body was sprayed
with a disinfectant. It wasn’t the
sort of place that did a lot for the
ego ofa seventeenyear old. I later
learned that this was all a part
of the “dehumanizing” process
that Marines went through dur-
ing the first eight weeks of boot
camp. The last two weeks ofboot
camp you were invited back into
the human race.

While in boot camp we were
totally isolated from the outside
world. No newspapers, no radio
broadcasts, and obviously there

was no TV at that time. We were
not allowed to go to the PX.or
the “Slop shoot" (beerjoint). For
ten weeks we were busy doing
something from 5:30 A.M. until
lights out at 10:00 RM. The only
concessions were two nights per
week we were allowed time to
write letters from 9:30 RM. until
10:00 RM. On Sunday morning
we were allowed one hour to at-
tend church. The physical train-
ing was tough, but I think the
mental part was tougher, or at
least it was in the summer of
1945.

Every individual in my pla-
toon was given a rather lengthy
interview by a psychologist on
two or three occasions while we
were there. The emphasis in
these interviews always seemed
to be about how well we were
prepared for death. We were
shown numerous combat films
with all the blood and gore as-
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sociated with them. Training in-
structors quite candidly told Us
that 80% ofus would be casual-
ties within a year. We were told
we were being trained to replace
those casualties that the 3rd, 4th
and 5th Marine divisions suf-
fered at Iwo Jima and 1st and
6th divisions at Okinawa. We
were informed thatwe would be
involved in the invasion of Ja-
pan which was planned for late
1945 or early 1946.

The one thing I remember
quite clearly about this training
was the emphasis placed on not
fighting for God, Flag or coun-
try, but rather for each other.
"When the bullets start flying,
don’t let your fellow Marine
down” was the theme.

Some ofthe guys in my pla-
toon (#334) included a big old
boy named Polonsky from Penn-
sylvania; a smart-alec kid from
Texas named Dorsey; and a
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short Italian boy from New Jer-
sey, whom the DI's nicknamed
"Midnight." Midnight was bad
news. He had the rest ofthe pla-
toon running in circles a whole
lot. The way it worked in boot
camp was that the guy who
screwed off got off easy, and the
rest of the platoon paid the price
for him. Every time Midnightwas
late getting into formation, the
rest of the platoon would have
to run a lap around the steam
rack, which was roughly 500
yards, while Midnight sat down
and relaxed. The point that was
obviously being made was that
the rest of the platoon members
needed to take care of Midnight'’s
“indiscretions,” which we did.

We also had to take care of
Dorsey, who was a loudmouth,
and that kept the rest ofthe pla-
toon in trouble. Finally one night
we decided to bury Dorsey in a
sand grave neck deep after the
DI had the rest ofthe guys in our
tentdoing “up and on shoulders”
for an hour. “Up and on shoul-
ders” involved continually press-
ing your nine pound M-I rifle
over head. It gets pretty tiring af-
ter an hour.

Polonsky made the mistake
of mouthing offto our DI, Corp.
Dietz. He said he was going to
whip Dietz when boot camp was
over. Dietz told Polonsky to “fall
out” of formation and he would
have his opportunity here and
now. It was no contest. Dietz had
justgotback from three years in
the South Pacific and after five
or six punches, Polonsky was flat
on his back on the drill field,
bleeding profusely from the nose
and mouth. Dietz turned and
told two other members of the
platoon to drag him over to the
dispensary and get him sewed
up. The platoon immediately re-
turned to close-order drill.
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In about the second week of
August, 1945 we started hearing
from members of other platoons
while”at the chow hall that
"something big was in the
works." Finally somebody had
the guts to ask Corp. Dietz what
was going on. The reply back
from Dietz went something like
this: "We dropped a bigbomb on
Japan and they might be think-
ing about quitting." That’s about
all the information we got about
the war until we finished boot
camp in the last week of August.
It was then that we learned that
the fighting had been over for
about two weeks and the Japa-
nese were going to surrender to
General MacArthur on the U.S.
Missouri in Tokyo Bay on Sep-

tember 2, 1945.

During the last two weeks
ofboot camp we were slowly but
surely being invited back into the
human race. Corp. Dietz and
Sgt. Lehman, our other DI, be-
gan to speak to us as ifwe were
humans, rather than dogs. The
emphasis then became pride in
being a U.S. Marine, the tough-
est, the meanest SOB alive. As
we marched in the graduation
parade to the musical strains of
semperftdelts, chests all puffed
out, some ofthese seventeen year
old kids actually believed this
bull. [ wasn’t one ofthem.

[ was proud to be a Marine.
[ was proud to have survived the
ten week ordeal. | was proud and
particularly pleased that would



nothave to go into combat. | was
proud to be going home, ifonly
for a week. The man who may
have been primarily responsible
for my (and many others) good
fortune was Dr. J. Robert
Oppenheimer, the technical di-
rector of the “Manhattan”
project, and sometimes called
the “Father ofthe Atom Bomb.”
Little did I know at that time
who this man was and that |
would develop arather unusual
relationship with him within the
next few years.

The End
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Letters To The Editor

Dear Editor,

I have a connection to one ofyour stories. The one about the
Alabama Birdman. The Hazel Green man who invented America's
first monoplane was my husband's Great Grandfather and his
grandfather was Papa Joe Quick, County Commissioner for many
years. There is a lot ofhistory in our town, which [ hope we can see
preserved for our future generations.

Carolyn Landman, New Market

Dear Editor,

New Market may still be the Watercress capital ofthe world. It
grows from up Mt. Fork Creek Rd. to within sight of Sharon
Johnston Park. When I went to college in 1935 the first thing my
history teacher said to me when I told her where I was from (New
Market) was, "Oh, you're from the watercress capital ofthe world!"

Thomas R. McCrary, New Market

Dear Editor,

I just love reading about all the old stories from Huntsville,
which is where my mother, my grandmother and I are all from. I
still have an uncle who is in Huntsville. His name is Olef Gaines
and he was a boxer in the 30s. His nickname was the Dallas Slug-
ger. He had 39 fights and no knockouts, that's a pretty good record.
He is 84. I think, he lives on Easter Street. I have another uncle
Earl (Bob) who lives in Florida. He also is a native of Huntsville,
played baseball on one ofthe old ball leagues in the 30s and 40s.
You might want to check with him for some good stories of Hunts-
ville.

Mprs. Burns

Dear Editor,

Your issue 45 "Yankee Scouts and Southern Scoundrels" by
Mr. Rice provided a fitting footnote to a family legend. Often it was
told that a "sixteen year old son of Simeon Houk was killed by
(some said) Sharp's Scouts." Simeon was my great, great grandfa-
ther, and purportedly the intended victim. When he could not be
found, his son, Bradford, was killed instead. Mr. Rice's article re-
vealed that Sparks was eventually caught and hanged by grapevine
as no suitable rope was available at the time.

Harold Houk, Madison



In the picturesque Hurri-
cane Valley of eastern Madison
County stands a stately home,
built 35 years before the Civil
War. Located about three miles
north of Maysville, on the old
Thomas Wilson Indian Reserva-
tion, the home stands as a
monument to a bygone era. For
years the dwelling was consid-
ered significant, not only for its
elegant simplicity, but also for
its connection with James
McCartney, an early settler of
Madison County.

McCartney, born in Georgia
on November 6, 1783, was the
son of Charles McCartney. The
elder McCartney was listed in
old records as having lived in
northeast Tennessee around the
time ofthe signing ofthe Decla-
ration ofIndependence. In 1809,
he migrated to Madison County,
but without his eldest son,
James, the child of an earlier
marriage, who did not settle in
the Mississippi Territory until
1811.

Shortly after his arrival in
Madison County, James
McCartney became a trustee of
Green Academy, the first insti-
tution of learning of its type in
the county, on November 25,
1812, and was listed as a Tax
Assessor and Collector for Madi-
son County, in 1813. Although
he did not serve in the War of

Photograph taken In 1948 before being renovated.

1812, McCartney was indirectly
affected by it, for his brother, Wil-
liam, a private in the 7th. Regi-
ment of Perkins’ Battalion ofthe
Mississippi Militia, was killed
during an encounter with an In-
dian raiding party on December
2, 1813.

In 1820, McCartney and
other noted individuals, Stephen
Pond, Stephen McBroom, and
David Cobb among them, formed
the Flint River Navigation Com-
pany, an attempt to improve the
navigation of Flint River from
Brownsboro to the Tennessee
River. By this time, the civic-
minded McCartney was well es-
tablished in the community.

On February 13, 1822,
McCartney purchased 320 acres
of reservation land, set aside by
the government for the Indians in
1817, from Thomas Wilson ofthe
Cherokee Nation. Since the acre-
age purchased-the north half of
the reservation, was in Decatur
County, the deed was recorded in
Woodville. The deed copy was
later destroyed according to the
Alabama Department of Archives
and History, in a fire at the Jack-
son County Courthouse, where
the records were stored after the

county was abolished in 1825.

On October 5, 1826,
McCartney married Martha
Harvie Jordan and moved into
a newly built Federal home, a
wedding present for his bride.
The dwelling with the date of
1826 carved on a small section
of pit-sawn attic framing, had
Flemish bond brickwork on all
four sides, an unusual feature.
A most unique fan window was
constructed above the front door
while elegant dental work sur-
rounded the top of the edifice.
The interior had the character-
istic delicate Federal workman-
ship in such areas as the stair
trim, wainscoting, and fireplace
mantels.

McCartney, a member ofthe
Court of County Commissioners
of Roads and Revenue at the
time of his death in 1831, left
the house to his wife, Martha.
Two sons, James and Fleming,
also survived, but both died be-
fore the Civil War.

In 1833, Martha McCartney
married a second time to George
Weaver, but he, leaving no is-
sues, due to the fact thathis only
child had drowned in a nearby
well, died in 1840. Finally, in



1842, Martha married a third
time to Matthew H. Bone, a Pres-
byterian minister.

Born in Lebanon, Tennes-
see, in 1803, Bone became a
candidate for the ministry be-
fore the age of 21, under the
Anderson Presbytery, consisting
of a part of western Kentucky,
eastern Illinois, and the entire
state ofIndiana. In 1829, he was
appointed by the General As-
sembly to travel with Rev. John
W. Ogden for the Cumberland
College in Princeton, Kentucky,
for spiritual endeavors in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and
Alabama. Though at times dis-
satisfied with his calling. Rev.
Bone never permanently gave up
the ministry for other pursuits.

During the Civil War, Rev.
Bone and his wife were ha-
rassed on various occasions by
Union Troops, searching for
food and other necessities,
though Rev. Bone’s son. Dr.
Hugh Phillips Bone, the child of
his first wife, was more directly
involved in this bloody conflict.
He entered service as a private
in Company F of General
Nathan Bedford Forrest’s regi-
ment, but transferred to the
Medical Department and served
in that capacity until the end of
the war.

During Reconstruction, the
Bone family, fortunate enough to
maintain their hold on the es-
tate, continued to live and work
on the plantation. In 1881, Rev.
Bone died. Martha Bone passed
away two years later and leftthe
homestead in trust to Dr. Bone
for a niece, Louisa A. Bone.
Thereafter, the property became
known as the L. A. Bone estate
through most ofthe early 20th
century.

In 1955, the heirs to the
Bone estate sold the old
McCartney homestead to Oliver

K. Matthews, who con-
veyed the property to
Ernest and Laura
Wilbourn in 1960. The
Wilbourn family had
strongties to the commu-
nity, with Ernest serving
as principle at Riverton
School and his wife work-
ing as a teacher. Their
love of history served as
the catalyst for restoring
the old home, and mak-
ingitonce again a histori-
cal centerpiece for the re-
gion.

The Wilbourns were
keenly aware of the im-
portance in preserving
the past. Their home,
built by James
McCartney, not only be-
came a symbol of that
past, but also an inspira-
tion to future genera-
tions.

1948 photograph showing the

intricate dental molding.
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Love
Proves
Dangerous
for Yankee

Soldiers

Jrom March 16, 1864,
Nashville newspaper

On March 2, three young
men named Benj. Arthur,
Leonidas Bouris, and John K.
Morris, of Company A, 5th Ohio
cavalry, went outside ofthe Fed-
eral pickets near Huntsville, Ala-
bama, to visit several lady ac-
quaintances. During the evening
they were pounced upon by a
detachment of the enemy, who
summarily threw them all into a
well, and covered them with
about twelve feet of earth.

After two days absence, a
force went out in search ofthem,
and found the well partially filled
with dirt.

After digging down, they
found the bodies of the three
young men, and from a neighbor
they learned the facts connected
with the deaths as above stated.

One hundred and thirty-five
dollars was taken from one ofthe
young men. All three men were
residents of Clermont County,

DIABETES.
TAKE THE TEST.
KNOW THE SCORE.

Write in the points next to each statement that is #7ue for you. Ifa

statement is not true for you, put a zero.

1. I have been experiencing one or more of the following symptoms

on aregular basis.

V¥ excessive thirst..........cccoveecnecccnnnne. YES 30
V¥ frequent urination............ccecevveveveenennene YES 30
V extremefatigue.......ococveeievveenieieennnns YES 10
V¥V unexplained weight 10SS........cccoeueuncne YES 30
V¥ blurry vision from time to time.......... YES 10
2. T am over 40 years Old......c...ccccoveernvccnnnnee YES 10
3. Tam overweight.......cccooveivnecrcnnccnnnecene YES 20

4. T am a woman who has had more than one

baby weighing over 9 lbs at birth.................. YES 20
5. 1 am of Native American descent............... YES 10
6. I am of Hispanic or Black descent.............. YES 10
7. | have a parent with diabetes..............cooueu.. YES 10

8. I have a brother or sister with diabetes...... YES 20

SCORING 30 TO 50 POINTS
ifyou scored 30 to 50 points, you probably are at low risk

for diabetes.

SCORING OVER 50 POINTS
Ifyou scored over 50 points, you may be at high risk for diabetes.

You even may already have diabetes.

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL HAS:
V¥V an outpatient Diabetes Education Center
V¥ the areas only dedicated Diabetes Nursing Unit

¥V ongoing support groups

SUPPORT CROUPS

Free support groups at Huntsville Hospital Diabetes Center

ADULT SCHEDULE
Evening Every 2nd Tuesday of the Month, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Daytime Every st Thursday of'the Month, 2:00-3:(M) p.m.

FOR CHILDREN & THEIR PARENTS SCHEDULE
Every 3rd Monday of the Month, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

For more information, call the Diabetes Control Center - 517-8650



For a great skin scrub, make
a paste of oatmeal and water. Ap-
ply to face and allow to dry until it
feels tight. Rub off with your fin-
ger, using lots of back and forth
motions. This sloughs off dead
skin and gets rid ofblackheads.

To really shine up chrome,
pour some ammonia on a dry cloth
and rub.

For a good eye cream, rub
castor oil around yo.ur eyes at
night. Plastic surgeons use this on
their patients following surgery.

If you get gum on a piece of

clothing and can’t get it off, put the
garment in a bag in the freezer.
When thoroughly cold, remove
and scrape offthe frozen gum.

For the cleanest work clothes
ever, add 1/2 cup of household
ammonia to the wash water.

This one from our friend Bob
Evans, of Madison: When you've
gotten home from your weekend
outing and your cooler needs a
good cleaning, just use some steel
wool and a bit of soapy water. The
steel wool makes an excellent
scrubber and the cooler will look
as good as new when you rinse off
the soapy water.

Water your houseplants with
the water you boiled your eggs in -
it is full of minerals.

You can change the color
of cut flowers by mixing food
coloring in warm water and
placing stems in the solution.
The stems absorb the colors
and by morning you will see
pretty designs and different col-
ors on the flowers.

The older we get, the
harder it is to thread a needle.

INVITES YOU.
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To make the task a little easier,
Just spray the end of'the thread
with a bit of hair spray to make
it stiffer.

To get rid ofthat paint odor
when painting a room, just add
2 teaspoons ofvanilla extract to
the paint quart and mix.

Ifyou want to get your white
socks really white again,just boil
them in a pot of water to which
you've added a sliced lemon.

Toss freshly cut bananas or
apples in lemon juice and they
will not darken - tastes better,
too!

A rib ofcelery in your bread
bag will keep the bread tasting
fresh for a longer period oftime.

TO COME BY AND EXPERIENCE OUR EXCITING
AND UNIQUE COLLECTION OF WOOL & SISAL CARPETS.

DESIGNED FOR THOSE SEEKING A PERSONALIZED LOOK

FOR THEIR HOME.

THE TESTED DURABILITY OF WOOL AND THE COLORFUL
ASSORTMENT OF PATTERNS PROVIDE LASTING BEAUTY

FOR YOUR HOME.

DROP BY FOR A VISIT! YOU'LL LOVE WHAT YOU SEE!
M-F 8-6 - SAT. 8-5 539-8451

1201 CHURCH ST. NW - ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF OAKWOOD AVE.
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The 2
Brandons

by Jack Harwell

Many of Huntsville’s streets
are named for persons from the
city’s early history, though not all
ofthem are major streets. In the
neighborhood south and west of
the Governors Drive—
Whitesburg Drive intersection
can be found Brandon Street,
whose name recalls two of the
city’s earliest builders.

Thomas and William Bran-
don were the sons of Josiah
Brandon, aveteran ofthe Ameri-
can Revolution who had fought
for both the Americans and for
the British. His service to the lat-
ter was largely due to the de-
mands ofhis father. After the war
Josiah married, and he and his
family lived, first in his native
North Carolina, later in Georgia,
and, early in the 19th Century,
near Lynchburg, Tennessee.
Josiah and his wife, Rachel, are
buried not far from Lynchburg,
next to the church that bears his
name.

Huntsville was still very
much a frontier town when Tho-
mas and William Brandon came
here in 1810. Only five years had
elapsed since John Hunt had
built his cabin at Big Spring, and
log structures still dominated the
area around the spring. The
streets had been laid out, but
there was no courthouse on the
courthouse square. There was a

tavern on Jefferson Street, where
Hale Brothers furniture now
stands, and a mercantile house
on Gates Street. But Huntsville
was primarily an outpostin a ter-
ritory populated almost entirely
by Indians, and the wilderness
started just a few blocks from
downtown.

Thomas and William were

“You cannot do a kindness

too soon, because you never
1Aow how soon it will be too

late *

Masons by trade, and their ac-
tivities during the next two de-
cades would transform the town.
The stone-and-brick structures
built by the Brandons would give
Huntsville an air ofpermanence
which had not existed before.
They built some of the earliest
structures on the square, as well
as some of the finest homes in
town at the time. They also built
the Methodist church at the cor-
ner of Randolph and Green
streets. By the 1820s, Huntsville,
for the first time, looked like a
real town.

Influenced in part by the
work of the Brandons, other
events were occurring to estab-
lish Huntsville as Alabama’s pre-
mier city. Between 1812 and
1816, three newspapers were es-
tablished. The first courthouse
was completed. In 1819, Presi-
dent James Monroe visited the
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morning around the courthouse,
she later wrote, could be seen
one to two hundred saddle
horses. So impressed was Mrs.
Royall by the busy town that she
later included a detailed descrip-
tion of Huntsville in a book
based on her travels.

Thomas and William Bran-
don were married to sisters,
Eliza and Mary Sample, respec-
tively, and lived at the corner of
Holmes and Washington Streets.
They ran their business from a
location near the intersection of
Holmes and Jefferson. Curi-
ously, some ofthis property was
excluded from the city’s expan-
sion in 1821. Whether this was
by design or coincidence is un-
known. They also owned fields
just west of town along Pinhook
Creek, which was then known as
Indian Creek.

In 1820, Thomas became
first clerk ofthe county court, a
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city while on a tour of southern
military installations. Just a few
months after the president’s visit,
Huntsville hosted the Constitu-
tional Convention that estab-
lished statehood for Alabama.
Only one generation removed
from log cabins, Huntsville had
secured its place in history-the
first of many.

In Judge Taylor’s history of
Huntsville, he called the
Brandons “the builders of Hunts-
ville” and said they came to town
“with no property except their
trowels and great skill in their
trade, and from a struggling
wooden village they made a city
of stone and brick.” A traveller,
Mrs. Anne Royall, arrived in
Huntsville in 1818 at the height
ofthe buildingboom. Atthattime
the town had over 200 homes,
many ofthem brick houses built
by the Brandons, and on the
square were the courthouse, a

Lassez

les bon Temps

Roulez!

We Let The Good
Times Roll!
At

Bicycles Etc.
With Models Starting

position he held until 1832. One bank, and twelve stores. Every At
$169.95
We Haven’t Forgotten
X QUALITY K SELECTION  That Riding a Bike
k SERVICE X PRICE Should Be Fun And
Affordable.
¢ AKC Puppi
- Aquatic Plants 8100 S. Mem. Pkwy.
eoticnrss (o1 AND GROOMING CENTER 881-6947
» Fancy & Domestic Goldfish Weve Got It All
- Freshwater & Marine Tropicals open 7 days a week
e Marine Fish & Invertebrates
* Reptil
. S;palle:nimals " « ANF Foods T RE K. USA
e Water Garden Plants  IAMS Foods American Bicycle Technology

& Fish

536-358 41"

m—== Nature Recipe Foods

Science Diet Foods
Topper, Abba & Kaytee Bird Diets

$ GIANT.

1001 MEMORIAL PKWY., N.W. (THE MALI) HUNTSVILLE
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ofhis pastimes was hunting, and
he and his friends spent a great
deal of time hunting in the
Killingsworth Cove area. In 1832
he bought a large parcel of land
in Jackson County, but within a
few years he moved to Missis-
sippi. His wife, Eliza, had died
in 1828, and he had remarried
before he lefttown. William later
served in the state legislature, the
last time in 1844.

A third Brandon brother,
Byrd, was born about 1800 and
practiced law in Huntsville in an
office on the north side of the
square. He also served as U.S.
Attorney and helped organize a
militia in the wake ofthe Alamo.
In 1838 he was sent to Mexico
as a consul, but died before he
could assume his post. His son,
John D. Brandon, served with
the 4th Alabama Infantry during
the Civil War. His actions at First
Manassas earned him a commis-
sion, and he ended the war a cap-
tain.

Eventually, the Brandons
left offthe construction business,
but Huntsville continued to grow
and change. Over the years the
work of the Brandon brothers
has succumbed to urban renewal
and changing tastes, and few ex-
amples of their handiwork sur-
vive. One that does is the White-
Sanford Home at 601 Madison
Street, which was completed in
1827. In addition, the LeRoy
Pope home on Echols Hill may
be partly a Brandon house. To
look at these homes today is to
see our town as it looked 175
years ago, when a pair of Ten-
nessee stonemasons named
Brandon helped turn a log cabin
settlement into the beginning of

a city.

SALE! SALE!

FINANCING
Before Shopping Anywhere Else... Come CM AVAILABLE
By and Save With Our Low Prices. 90 Days Same
One of the Largest Warehouses in Huntsvillel As Cash To
Qualified Customers
BS uyi

1 OLD GIN CARPETS

8513 Whitesburg iln The OLD GIN BUILDING
881-4861 Or Call 883-4992

The Book Legger

"The Reader’'s Bookstore"
Paperbacks - Hardbacks
Good Selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used &
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half
price.

8395-0082

Mon - Sat 10am -6pm
Sun 1pm - 5pm

4001 - C Holmes Avenue Huntsville, Ala.



You are Born, You Live,
and Then You Die. ...

And then you become a statistic in some dusiy book on the
back ofa library shelf.

Next year, five years from now, or maybe ten, someone will
come along and browse through the book, and all they will learn is
your name, age, date of death and where you are buried.

A lifetime ofaccomplishments, and they will be forgotten. Ge-
nealogists, historians or your own descendents will never know
that your grandfather was an Eagle Scout or that your father was
one ofthe first people hired by NASA. No one will ever know that
great-grandmother was a member ofthe church choir.

Old Huntsville Magazine is currently working on a book about
Maple Hill Cemetery, and the people buried there. Along with the
standard information about the people interred there, we want to
include as much personal information as possible.

Ifyour grandmother had 12 children and is buried at Maple
Hill, we want to know about it.

Ifyour uncle was a member
of the National Guard, we want
to know about it.

Ifyour brother was a house
painter, or your great grandfather
a member of the library board,
we want to know about that too.

However trivial the informa-
tion may seem to people today, it
will be invaluable for future gen-
erations researching Huntsville's
history.

Also needed is information
about anyone buried in Maple
Hill who is not recorded on their
books. Sad to say, much of this
information has been lost in
years past.

Within the next several
months, a working copy of the
book will be available at the of-
fice of Maple Hill cemetery and
in the Archives room ofthe pub-
lic library for people. Please feel
free to enter Information, mark
it up or correct it.

More information may be
obtained by calling Old Hunts-
ville at 534-0502.

uige
Sensuous Side
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Help Kiwanis

Help Youth

The Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

Golden K

lour

Leafliep & Lace Lingerie
Cards & Magazines
Body Massage

Toys & Lotions

Cakes & Gift Baskets
Photography

Novelties

An Adventure in Romance

830-0069
/1/ University Dr., I/<2 mi/fe W'esf ofRideout Rd\
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From The Year 1881

Social
Ti1dbits

Mrs. Gen. Drake left today,
for Hot Springs, Ark., for the
benefit of the baths.

We regret to learn that the
wife ofJ. Henry Landman is se-
riously ill.

The sad news reaches us,
today, that Fulton, a son of Mr.
B.C. Lanier, 14 years old, died
yesterday, after about six weeks
illness.

Mr. D.H. Caswell, of Nash-
ville, is again, in our city, look-
ing after the interests ofthe Cot-
ton Seed Oil Factory. He has 15
or 20 men engaged in removing
old frame buildings and prepar-
ing the ground for other build-
ings.

Robert L. McCalley, Esq.,
has been here, several days, and
left for his home at Brierfleld,
Bibb Co., Ala., today. He looked
hale, hearty, and happy, as
though marriage agreed with
him. He was specially elated at
having acquired one-third inter-
est in a rise bonanza, the
Brierfleld Iron Works, of which
we'll have more to say nextweek.

Improper Arrests

Ben Harris, Sheriffof Limestone Co., and his posse appeared,
today, at 10 a.m., for the third time, before U.S. Commissioner
Bone, under a charge ofresisting U.S. process, preferred by affida-
vit of U.S. Deputy Marshal Tom Hewlett. The case was postponed
to 12 p.m., then to 2 p.m., then to 4:30 p.m., and then dismissed,
for want of an execution, said to be in Hewlett's possession, and
Hewlett was absent, although he was in Huntsville last night. Here
are 13 men-10 white and 3 colored-improperly arrested, and forced
to come from their homes, three times at heavy expense, and then
discharged for want ofevidence. Such gross outrages have South-
ern men to endure at the hand ofirresponsible U.S. officers. The
DEMOCRAT is about going to press, and we can say no more at
present.

Woman with good disposi-
tion to take care of home and
three children. She will be al-
lowed one day every other week
to do as she may please.

Extra consideration will be
given to any applicant who shall
be proven to be skilled in read-
ing and writing.

Wages, $5.00 per week, with
$1.50 deducted for lodging.

Contact the editor for more
information.
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Hale Brothers Furniture Proudly Presents Our

43RD ANNIVERSARYSALE/!

Hale Brothers Guarantees Our Marked-Down Prices
To Be From Our Everyday Affordable Prices.

These Sale Prices Will Be From Our Current Stock.
—No Special Orders - No Lay-a-Ways—
All Items Except Appliances Will Carry An Automatic Mark-Down.
Many Items Will Be Tagged For Drastic Mark-Down!

Up To 50% OFF

All Furniture Items, Pictures & Accessories!

WE FINANCE

OUR OWN ACC TS.
90 DAYS
INTEREST FREE

FREE PARKING

IN THE

PARKING GARAGE
ACROSS

THE STREET

VISA

536-3508



AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

e COMPUTER BALANCING
e COMPUTER ALIGNMENT
e FULL BRAKE SERVICE

e C.V. JOINT REPAIR

'NEW TIRES

ONE OF THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN
r TIRFS L LARGE SELECTION

COMPUTER BALANCING

FREE ROTATION, REBALANCING & FLAT REPAIR ON ALL NEW TIRES PURCHASED

CARS - PICK-UPS -VANS - DOMESTIC & IMPORTS

LOOK FOR THE BRIGHT
ORANGE BUILDINGS

2 LOCATIONS « LOCALLY OWNED

MON - FRI8 AM - 5:30 PM

534_7 1 02 SATURDAY 8 AM-3 PM 539-1221

2121 MEMORIAL PARKWAY SW 2525 OAKWOOD AV N.W.
(ACROSS FROM SERVICE MERCHANDISE) (CORNER OF OAKWOOD & PULASKI PIKE)



