Affair
of the
Heart

A s a young woman,
&l Virginia Clay
walked the corridors of
power both in
Washington D.C. and
Richmond, Virginia. As
a middle-aged lady, she
was linked romantically
with one of the most
revered men in the
South. In her later
years, most importantly,
she knew how to keep
her secrets...
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An Affair

ofthe Heart

She captivated the hearts of
Huntsville for three-quarters of
acentury. As ayoungwoman she
walked the corridors of power
both in Washington, D.C. and
Richmond, Virginia. As a middle
aged lady she was linked roman-
tically with one of the most re-
vered men in the South and most
importantly, in her later years,
she knew how to keep her se-
crets.

Virginia Tunstall, better
known as Virginia Clay, was bom
in Nash County, North Carolina
on January 17, 1825. Three
years later her mother died and
her father moved to Alabama,
where Virginiawas placed in the
care of an aunt.

The aunt assumed the task
ofraising Virginia to be a proper
Southern lady, a task no doubt
made harder by the young girl’s
vivacious and often inquisitive
mind. At the tender age of four-
teen Virginia was sent to a Nash-
ville female academy to “com-
plete” her education.

Virginia instantly became the
toast of Nashville'’s society, with
many eligible bachelors compet-
ing for her favors. At one point
she became engaged to
Alexander McClung, a native of
Huntsville, but broke it offwhen
she became infatuated with
Clement Claiborne Clay, also of
Huntsville.

Clement Clay was the
epitome of Southern gentry. His
father had been Governor ofAla-
bama, a member of Congress
and was also a wealthy planter

owning numerous plantations
and slaves. Clement, besides
working as a private secretary to
his father, had also opened a law
practice in Huntsville. For a
young girl like Virginia, who
never had a real family, it must
have been a dream come true.
She would often refer to her
marriage, in 1843 at the age of
17, as “crossing the Rubicon of
life.”

The next few years were
probably the happiest the couple
spent together. Virginia fit easily
into Huntsville’s extensive social
scene where her youth and vivac-
ity endured her to the patriarchs
of the plantation society.
Clement's family, too, was won
over by the young girl, and she
soon found herselfthelping man-
age the Clay’s vast plantation
holdings.

If there was a dark side to
this period it was possibly the
fact that Virginia began to know
her husband. Clement was typi-
cal of much of the aristocratic
South in that he depended solely
on his family name to advance
himselfin life. A hopeless hypo-
chondriac and weak by nature,
Clay soon began to look upon
Virginiamore as a mother figure
rather than the wife she wanted
to be.

Clement Comer Clay,
Clement's father, possibly saw
something in Virginia that was
lackingin his son. Within a short
while Virginia had become a
trusted confidant and valued
advisor to the senior Clay.

Two years after their mar-
riage, Virginia and Clement be-
gan a life-style of sporadic sepa-
rations that would continue for
the next thirty-nine years. As a
cure for his “continued ill-
nesses,” Clement, in the com-
pany ofmale companions, would
often leave home for months at
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atime touring the countryside by
horseback. Virginia also began
alifelong habit ofspending much
ofher time away from home, vis-
iting relatives in Tuscaloosa, or
friends in other cities.

During these separations,
Clay often expressed fear oflos-
ing Virginia. In one ofhis letters
he wrote, “...I fear some fellow
will forget you are married and
make love to you.” One has to
wonder ifhe was more worried
about his marriage or his social
prestige.

Although odd by today’s stan-
dards, such marriages in the
pre-Civll War period were com-
mon in the South. Divorce was
unheard ofand many people ac-
tually had no basis to judge a
marriage on except for their par-
ents who were often times also
involved in hapless marriages.

In 1853, Clement Clay was
elected to the United States Sen-
ate. Washington, D.C., at that
time, was a place where a man
wasjudged as much by a wife's
social graces as he was by his
political acumen. It was into this
arenathat Virginiawould appear
and reign over for the next de-
cade.

The Southern culture and
graces that had been instilled in
Virginia since birth quickly made

her one ofthe mostpopular host-
esses in the nation’s capital.
President Pierce and his wife
became admirers of her as did
most of Washington’s elite. Her
life became a constant string of
parties, concerts and teas. Con-
scious of her role as part ofthe
Southern Aristocracy, she made
regular trips to New York where
she would shop for the fine
clothes she thought befitted her
position. At one point she “com-
plained” to a friend of having
purchased over two hundred
pairs of shoes.

Ofall the people that Virginia
met in Washington, it was a
young senator from Mississippi
who was to have the biggest ef-
fect on her life.

His name was Jefferson
Davis.

Virginia Clay and Jefferson
Davis had much in common.
They were both ardent believers
in Southern rights and both en-
joyed the whirlwind of the
capital’s social life.

By all historical accounts,
Davis’s marriage had also began
to falter.

Varina Davis, Jefferson’s
wife, detested the Washington
social scene. Often pleading
headaches and illness, she rarely
attended any but the most im-
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portant events. She realized,
however, how vital it was for her
husband to be seen at these af-
fairs and when Virginia would
agreed to accompany him,
Varina was happy to give her
blessing. Although there are few
accounts of what Clay did dur-
ing these times, one has to sur-
mise that he stayed home, pos-
sibly working on the many con-
gressional bills he was involved
with.

The two couples became
good friends. They spent much
time together at one another’s
homes discussing politics and
Washington gossip. Though Clay
and Davis were both senators
and worked together every day,
it was Virginia and Davis who
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developed the closest relation-
ship. When Davis took sick,
while his wife was out oftown, it
was Virginia who spent days at
his bedside, wiping his brow and
reading him the poetry he so
much admired.

There is not much doubt that
Virginia was enamored of Davis
atthis time. He was a handsome,
wealthy and extremely powerful
political figure and Virginia was
well known for her flirtatious
and captivating manner.

Virginia must have also been
frustrated by her husband who
seemed to be preoccupied with
his health most of the time.
Though still professing his love
for her, he was rarely seen at her
side. In one ofhis letters he ac-
tually seemed to be encouraging
Virginia by writing, “...you have
more fun without me.”

Jefferson Davis often invited
Virginia to accompany him on
trips to inspect nearby military
installations. One of these trips
was to Fort Monroe, an installa-

tionjust outside Washington that
would become very familiar to
both ofthem in the comingyears.
If there was to be anything
else besides an innocent flirta-
tion, it was soon ended by events
culminating in the Civil War. In
1861 both Davis and Clay re-
signed their Senate seats to re-
turn South. A short time after
Clay reached Huntsville he was
elected as a senator ofthe newly
formed Confederate States of
America Congress. Jefferson
Davis, rather than remaining at
his Mississippi plantation as he
wished, was elected President of
the Confederate States.
Virginia and Clement trav-
eled to Montgomery to watch the
new president be sworn in.
Though Davis’s schedule was
crowded with people wishing to
see him, as soon as he saw Vir-
ginia he ushered her into his of-
fice. He motioned for her to sit
next to him, and thus she re-
mained throughout the evening
as he continued to receive visi-
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Shaver’s Top 10 Books
of Local
&
Regional Interest

1. Maple Hill Cemetery - Phase
One. A Genealogist's/Historian's Must
($20.00).

2. Sweet Home Alabama -
Beautiful New Cookbook by the Junior
League ($21.95).

3. 1875 Mayhew Map of Madison
County - With Landowners' Names,
Reprint ($10.00).

4. True Tales ofOld Madison
County - Reprinted by the Historic
Huntsville Foundation ($5.95).

5. Decatur - Yankee Foothold In
Dixie. Bob Dunnavant's Continuing
Civil War Saga ($17.95).

6. Railroad War - Nathan Bedford
Forrest in North Alabama by Bob
Dunnavant ($16.95).

7. Glimpses into Antebellum
Homes of Huntsville and Madison
County, 8th Edition ($10.95).

8. Photographic Memories of
Huntsville and Madison County ($9.95).

9. Hard Times - The Civil War in
Huntsville and North Alabama by
Charles Rice (15.95).

10. Mid-South Garden Guide -

Best Guide for Zone 7 (That's Us)
Gardening ($15.95).

Shaver's Bookstore
(205) 536-1604
2362 Whitesburg Dr.
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tors. Perhaps in such a trying
time President Davis found it
comforting to have a dear friend
near him.

Shortly afterwards, Davis of-
fered Clay the position of Secre-
tary of War. Clay was experienc-
ing another bout of his sick-
nesses and declined, recom-
mending LeRoy Pope Walker of
Huntsville in his place.

When the new Confederate
government convened in Rich-
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mond it was almost a repeat of
the old Washington days. Many
ofthe same people Virginia had
known before were now holding
office in Richmond. The parties
and social gatherings that had
once been a hallmark ofthe old
capital were now transferred to
the new one, with Virginia Clay
once again taking the lead.

Despite the unnerving news
coming over the telegraph wires
daily, or perhaps because ofit,
Davis once again began to seek
Virginia’s company. The rela-
tionship caused a whispering
campaign that has endured to
this day.

The condition of Virginia’s
marriage was no secret to the
residents of Richmond. Adding
fuel to the rumors was the fact
that many of'the Richmond la-
dies openly despised Varina
Davis.

Clement Clay’s relations
with Davis had also become
strained, partially because ofthe
ineptitude ofLeRoy Pope Walker,
whom he had recommended. In
a letter to Virginia, Clay actually
pleaded with her to intercede on
his behalfwith the president.

In the spring of 1864 Clay
was asked to go to Canada on a
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secret peace mission. The war
had been dragging on for nearly
three years and many people be-
lieved the best way to end it was
by negotiation. After settling into
a Canadian hotel. Clay began a
voluminous correspondence.
Much ofit dealtwith secondhand
gossip which he passed on to
Richmond as intelligence. The
most interesting letters, however,
were addressed to a Virginia
Tribble, a native of New York who
also spent much time in Canada.

Containing such phrases as,
“I long to lay my head on your
bosom again as [ hold your hand
in mind,” the letters leave no
doubt that Clay had forsaken his
marriage vows.

Meanwhile, events in the Con-
federacy had deteriorated to the
point where Virginia Clay was
forced to leave Richmond and
seek refuge at a friend’s home in
Georgia.

On April 3, 1865 General
Robert E. Lee was forced to re-
treat, beginning a march that
would end at Appomattox, and
leaving the way open for the Fed-
eral Army to march into Rich-
mond. Hastily, the Confederate
government made preparations
to evacuate. Jefferson Davis and
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his Cabinet fled the already
burning city in arailway car with
no destination in mind except for
“south.”

Clement Clay returned from
Canada and joined his wife in
May of 1865 in Georgia, amidst
the crumbling remnants of a
nation they had once held so
dear. Defeated troops were clog-
ging every roadway and the Con-
federate dollar was worthless,
leaving most people penniless.
Worse though, were the rumors
that all members ofthe Confed-
erate government were to be
taken prisoner and hung for
their supposed role in the assas-
sination of Abraham Lincoln.

Some reports state that Clay
briefly considered fleeing to
Texas, while others claim he was
in a listless mood, unable to de-
cide what to do.

The decision was made for
them when several days later

they learned of Davis’s capture
by Federal troops in Georgia.

Again accounts of'the actual
events vary, with some saying
that Clay proposed surrendering
himselfto the authorities, while
another account quotes Virginia
as saying, “We must join the
President.”

Regardless of how and why,
a few days later the Claysjoined
Jefferson and Varina as prison-
ers ofthe Federal Government.

In Macon, Georgia they were
placed aboard a train where they
found Davis in a somber mood.
Seeing Virginia enter the car, the
ex-president immediately rose to
embrace her while saying, “This
is a sad day, Jinnie.”

Virginia sat next to Davis
while Clement took a seat next
to Varina. Throughout the night
they rode in silence, their
thoughts only interrupted when
the train stopped at a station and

Virginia Clay Clopton in one of
the last photographs taken ofher.
Circa 1915.
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Union soldiers gathered to taunt
and jeer the captives.

At Augusta, Georgia they
were removed from the train and
transported to a waiting boat.
Throughout thejourney, Virginia
remained at Davis’s side, often
bathing his temples with eau de
cologne when he would complain
of headaches and engaging him
in small talk in an effort to take
his mind offthe ordeal ahead.

Clement Clay remained mo-
rose and refused to take part in
any conversation. Varina Davis
virtually ignored the other pris-
oners.

On May 22, thejourney came
to an end. The final destination
of Jefferson Davis and Clement
Clay was to be Fort Monroe, the
dark dank prison that Davis and
Virginia had visited years earlier
under much happier circum-
stances.

When Davis and Clay were
transferred from the ship to the
fort, Varina broke down and be-
gan sobbing uncontrollably. Vir-
ginia, watching the men being
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escorted from the ship, clenched
her teeth and proclaimed, “I
should die before they should see
me shed tears.”

Several days later Virginia
was released from custody and
returned home to Huntsville.
The scene she returned to was
far different from the Huntsville
she had left years earlier. The
plantations were almost bank-
rupt and the former slaves had
fled, leaving no one to tend the
fields. Even the building on the
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courthouse square, which had
brought in a small rent every
month, had been confiscated
and was being used as an office
by the freedman’s bureau.

While most of her fellow
Southerners had given up all
hope, Virginia refused to accept
defeat. Immediately she began a
letter writing campaign on behalf
of her husband and Jefferson
Davis. Borrowing money from a
local merchant she purchased
material for a new dress and
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made preparations to go to
Washington.

Itwas later reported that Vir-
ginia lobbied everyone of any
importance on the prisoners’
behalf. Often sitting in waiting
rooms for days at a time, she
would refuse to leave until she
gained an audience with the per-
son she sought. General Grant,
after listening to Virginia's ap-
peals, recommended Clement
Clay be released.

Carrying the note from
Grant, and accompanied by the
widow of Stephen Douglas, Vir-
ginia went to see President
Johnson at the White House.
When Virginia began an emo-
tional appeal, Mrs. Douglas
dropped to her knees begging the
President to release the men. Vir-
giniaremained aloof, refusing to
kneel before a man she consid-
ered a traitor.

Finally after repeated appeals
Virginia was able to get
Johnson’s word that the prison-
ers would be released from mili-
tary custody.

Clement returned to Hunts-
ville as a hero to the throngs who
gathered to welcome him home.
The exultation over his freedom

We Install, Call

was short lived however as he
and Virginia surveyed the finan-
cial wreckage leftby the war. The
Clays reluctantly realized the life
they had once known was gone
forever.

Many times adversity helps
to bring a couple together, but
in the Clay’s case, it only served
to widen the gulf. Clement moved
to a cottage' on the family farm
in Gurley where he unsuccess-
fully experimented with being a
farmer. Virginia refused to live
with Clement and took an apart-
ment in town where she spent
most of her time.

Clement withdrew from the
public eye, often seeking solace
in alcohol. The fact that he was
heavily in debt, and virtually liv-
ing on loans added to the already
heavy weight on his shoulders.

In 1867 Jefferson Davis was
released from prison after al-
most 18 months imprisonment.
On Davis’s first trip to Alabama,
he stopped in Huntsville to visit
Virginia. Iftheir friendship in the
past had been merely an inno-
cent flirtation, itwas soon to take
another course. Probably driven
by memories of a happier time,
Virginia seemed to be irresistibly

For
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drawn to the ex-president. For
the next six years she would she
would be almost a constant com-
panion of Davis.

Virginia began spending
much ofher time traveling, meet-
ing Davis in Niagara Falls, Mem-,
phis, Sewanee and Charleston.
Even when they were apart, they
carried on a lively correspon-
dence.

After one trip to Huntsville,
Davis wrote Virginia, “The hours
dragged by wearily after you left
me at the station for the contrast
with your sweet home was a
sweet one. ...Let me hear from
you as freely as your convenience
will allow. ...Put on the envelope,
“Personal.”

On Valentine’'s Day, 1871,
Davis wrote, “Ithas been so long
since | have heard from you. It
seems so strange to be so near
and yet so far apart.”

Varina Davis almost certainly
knew ofthe relationship between
Virginia and her husband.
Though she had never been par-
ticularly fond of Virginia, she
now refused to allow Virginia’s
name spoken in her presence. As
if following Clement Clay's ex-
ample, Varina also withdrew into

Huntsville Office 830-6699
Cullman Office 205-739-5487

Decatur Office 205-340-1881
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seclusion, spending much ofher
time in Europe, leaving Davis to
live by himself in Memphis. In
one nineteen month period they
spent a total of sixteen days in
one another’s company.

The fact that the ex-president
ofthe Confederacy was possibly
having an affair ofthe heart was
impossible to keep a secret. Tan-
talizing innuendos began appear-
ing in the gossip columns. A
Memphis newspaper chastised
them for staying in the same ho-
tel and a Cincinnati newspaper
“wondered about the Ex-Senator
from Alabama whose wife no
longer felt bound by vows of fi-
delity.”

Possibly the rumors would
have died down ifit had not been
for an unfortunate incident on a
Pullman car. Late one evening,
after the passengers had retired
to their individual sleeping
berths, the conductor saw a
shadowy form emerge from one
berth and enter another.
Alarmed, possibly thinking it
was a sneak thief, the conductor
hurried to investigate.

According to an article on the
front page ofthe Louisville Com-
mercial, July 15, 1871, the con-
ductor discovered the ex-Presi-
dent of the Confederacy “occu-
pying the berth with the married
lady under his chivalrous pro-
tection.”

When Davis refused to leave
the berth, the conductor called
his superior who “sternly or-
dered Davis to take another
berth at once.” Then, according
to the Louisville Commercial,
Davis “retired with deep disgust,
and elevated his venerable form
(in shirt and drawers) to the up-
per bunk.”

The story created a sensation
throughout the country. In Mem-
phis, several hundred extra cop-
ies had to be printed at the re-
quest of news dealers. Davis
never made any attempt to deny
the stories.

Possibly because of the pub-
licity, or maybe because of
Varina’s return from Europe,
their relationship seemed to end
shortly afterwards. No longer
were there enduring letters wait-
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ing in the mailbox and Virginia’s
trips to Memphis stopped alto-
gether.

Virginia remained in Hunts-
ville where in 1882 her husband,
Clement, died. She waited five
years before remarrying. Her
new husband was Judge David
Clopton, an old friend and mem-
ber of the Alabama Supreme
Court. After Clopton died in
1892 Virginia moved to Gurley,
to the farm cottage she had once
refused to live in.

Virginia Clay Clopton, as she
was now known, became a
leader in the cause of woman'’s
suffrage, traveling the country
making speeches, and was active
in helping organize the Confed-
erate Veterans organizations.
Her greatest tribute came when
she was named honorary life
president ofthe Daughters ofthe
Confederacy.

In 1886, Jefferson Davis was
invited to Montgomery, Alabama
to lay the cornerstone ofa monu-
ment to the Confederate dead.
He stayed in the same rooms he
had used twenty-five years ear-

DISCOVER THE FLAVOR OF OLD MEXICO!
"Tifc Gert Vnexteuc

~"EL MEJICANO

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
"SERVING HUNTSVILLE SINCE 1973"

Delicious Mexican Food In A Friendly Atmosphere
All Menu Items Prepared Fresh Daily
Banquet Room Facilities

- OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER -
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Jata*

Closed Mondays

CALL...534-2371

2713 PATTON RD. S.W.
+ BETWEEN BOB WALLACE & DRAKE AVENUES -



page 12

from imprisonment at Fort Monroe, Virginia.

lier when he was sworn in as
President. Throngs of people
once again flocked to the hotel
to greet him and express their
admiration for their wartime
chief.

Sitting on a sofa, receiving
guests, Davis looked up to see
Virginia standing in the doorway.
In a scene oddly reminiscent of
another age, he once again mo-
tioned her to take a seat next to
him as he continued to greetwell
wishers. Those were to be the
last moments Jefferson Davis
and Virginia Clay ever spent to-
gether. Two years later Davis

died.

Whatever feelings they both
once shared were now consigned
to history.

In 1904, Virginia published
a book of her recollections un-
der the title A Belle Of The Fif-
ties. She was aided in this en-
deavor by diaries and scrap-
books she had been collecting for
over a half-century. She made no
mention ofher alleged romance
with Jefferson Davis.

Her diaries and scrapbooks,
which found their way into the
archives of a prominent univer-
sity library, provided more

puzzles than answers for mod-
ern historians. Portions of her
penciled-in diary, especially the
dates of her trips after the war,
had been meticulously erased.
The diary for 1871, when the
alleged Pullman car incident was
supposed to have happened, was
missing altogether.

In 1915, Virginia Clay
Clopton died at the age of 90.

The young flirtatious girl who
had captivated the hearts of so
many, entered history books for
the last time, as the Grande
dame of'the Lost Cause.
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The Theory
of Relativity

from 1874 newspaper

One ofthe most sensational
cases ever to appear before the
Mississippi court system is due
to go to trial next week in Judge
Ramsay's court.

Mr. Allan Dement, a 72 year
old resident of Meridian, Missis-
sippi is charged with the crime
of marrying his granddaughter.
According to reports, Mr. De-
ment returned from the war to
find his home burned and fam-
ily scattered to the four winds.
Finally after much difficulty he
was able to locate his
granddaughter, who was at the
time living in Jackson all alone,
but for her four children. She too
had become separated from her
family.

The couple soon setup house
together and began living a life
as man and wife along with her
children who were his great
grandchildren but were now his
stepchildren, making them their
mother's uncles by marriage. Af-
ter the granddaughter/wife
sensed signs of approaching
motherhood, a quick visit before
a justice of the peace was ar-
ranged. When the child was born

it became the mother's son/great
uncle, the father's son/ great
grandson and the half brother
and great great uncle ofthe other
children.

Soon, however, her eldest
son (the great grandson of its
stepfather and the great nephew
of his halfbrother) began a cor-
respondence with his aunt who
was also Dement's granddaugh-
ter. The aunt/granddaughter,
upon hearing the news immedi-
ately notified her great uncle who
was also Dement's brother who
paid a personal visit to his great
nephew who was his brother's
stepson.

The great nephew/stepson
and brother/great uncle then no-
tified the judge (no kin) who is-
sued a writ for the arrest of the
grandfather/husband and grand-
daughter/wife. The child has

been placed in care of its half

brother who is also his nephew
and his mother's uncle by mar-
riage.

The trial is sure to attract a
lot of relatives.
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The Way
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Huntsville. Only $15.95+ $2
shipping & handling.

To Order, write:

Old Huntsville

716 East Clinton Ave.
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

Since 1898

*Memorials of Marble,
Granite & Bronze
*Mausoleums
*Plaques & Letters For
Building
*Commercial Sandblasting
and Signage

In Huntsville, Call
Charles Davis, Manager
881-0166

1-800-239-8310
714 6th Avenue N.E.

Decatur
350-0707
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Bottle Collecting

1in Huntsville

IDRILLANTIN
ro« THE
HAIR ft BEARD
B4* . IAMR

A Part of Our History

by Dottie Cutts

A bottle collecting hobby
swept Huntsville in the mid
1960s and 70s. [ was first drawn
in through my son Bob.

One day, in the mid 1960s,
he and a friend were in the Big
Spring Park where the spring
was undergoing one of'its peri-
odic renovations. He waded in
and under a rock found one of
Coca Cola’s earliest brown Coke
bottles. Excited about his find,

they stopped at an antique store
in 5 Points. [ shall always be
thankful to that lady who took
the time to tell a teenager the
history ofthe bottle.

That started us on our bottle
collecting adventure. We haunted
flea markets at Scottsboro (First
Monday), Tullahoma and Nash-
ville. At first Bob collected any
and all old bottles. He soon
delved into Huntsville’s history
and was thrilled with every old
medicine, soda, and spirits

John's Jungle Jyms

Commercial & Residential
Redwood & Pine Construction
Forts And Swings
Leisure Time Products

837-0761
4008 Holmes Ave. Huntsville, Alabama 35816

bottle.

After finding a perfect Biorent
Springs cobalt blue bottle, we
traveled to Biorent Springs and
found the location ofthe bottling
works. The ground was strewed
with thousands of pieces of co-
balt blue glass. We gathered a
box ofthe pieces and later used
them with a quart and pint bottle
for a display entitled “The Sur-
vivors.”

Soon we discovered there
were other people in Huntsville
who were interested in this
hobby. We banded together and
founded the Huntsville Bottle
Club, Inc. We even had our own
bottle shows at the old Sears
Mall. Early members were the
Speegals, Mrs. Rosborough, the
Pfeiffers, Freeman, Mclemore’s,
Hickox, Gordon Esslinger, Betty
Root. Charles Bozeman and of
course, the Cutts.

A boon to our collecting was
the discovery oftwo early dumps
in Huntsville. One was next to the
old Naval Reserve Building, just
south ofthe creek. It was to be-
come a parking lot and we had
to work fast. At night we would
go down, lantern and spade in
hand and dig for old bottles. It
was a buried treasure of old
brown Coke bottles which were
very much in demand at the
time. These we would use for
trade or sale at the bottle shows
that had sprung up all over the
country. Bob would startthe dig-
ging in my area then | would sit
with a trowel in hand and care-
fully extract the bottles.

It was so exciting to find a
previously unknown bottle. It
would become more history to
delve into.

Then another dump was dis-
covered, perhaps a later date
than the Naval Reserve, but still



a treasure. It was located just
east of Traylor Island behind the
Double Colafactory. Bob was not
old enough to drive, so [ would
drive him to the dump, he would
start my area, then I could sit
and dig to my heart’s content.

Oh yes, | was bitten by the
bug, too, by now.

This dump was full of
Betterton spirits bottles. The
saying was “Find A Better
Betterton.” We did find a beauti-
ful puce colored one, one day,
that is still in his collection.

By this time Bob had a pa-
per route and saved his money
to buy better bottles. One day he
had gone to Scottsboro with a
friend to buy a Log Cabin bitters
bottle. He purchased the bottle
and rushed home excitedly to
show it to me. Unfortunately, in
his excitement he tripped on the
front steps and smashed the
bottle. Several months paper
route money lay in pieces on the
steps. Thatwas the closestI ever
saw the teenager come to tears.
[ suggested we go to the dump
and he could work out his frus-
tration. Two nights later we had
our club meeting and [ told his
story.

After the meeting Mrs.
Rosborough invited us to stop at
her house on Echols Avenue.
There in her case was the exact
bottle Bob had broken. She

% JFIK
% z

reached in her case, brought it
out, and gave it to him. What a
beautiful thing to do! It is still
one of his most cherished
bottles.

We soon realized there were
higher planes in bottle collecting,
and Bob graduated to the histori-
cal flasks ofthe 1800s. I went to
the older figural bottles. At the
bottle shows we would sell or
trade our dump bottles to get one
flask. Our knowledge of history
expanded with each new flask or
figural.

Our interest in antique
bottles never disappeared, but
kind ofslowed down as we aged.
However, the other day | had a
beautiful small, pontil marked
flask given to me by a friend. It
woke me up again. The tornado
of 1989 destroyed my most

prized figural of “Our Lady of

Lourdes.” I've never seen another
one.

Now interest seems to have
revived in bottle collecting. [ hope
the new generation enjoys it as
much as we did.

The End

All Natural Products Allow Your

Body to Address Everyday lliness

SEVERE HEADACHES YOUR PROBLEM?

4 Try All-Natural Migrin...No Side Effects!
100% Guaranteed.... Call today 1-800-248-8292.
Mention R.S. #37474-7
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‘We Ta"e the Worry

Out of [(ome Mortgages

Call us First for

CONVENTIONAL,
FHA, & VA Loans

11 Benchmark

Mortgage Corp.

917 A Merchants Walk
Huntsville, Ala. 35801
(205)536-9370
1(800)239-9370
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History
You Never

Studied In
School

In 1904, an American tea
merchant handed out the first
teabags as free samples, intend-
ing them to be torn open. People
misunderstood and dropped the
bags into the water. Darn if it
didn't work!

Instant coffee has been
around since 1838. Union Army
soldiers during the War Between
the States were issued packets
of it, complete with sugar and
dried cream. Coffee starved Con-
federates were always happy to
capture the stuff.

Aviation hero Charles
Lindbergh made the first solo

J

flight across the Atlantic Ocean
in 1929. However, his family
name was actually Mannson.
Fortunately, his Swedish father
changed it after emigrating to
America. Otherwise, Lindbergh
would have been known as
Charles Mannson.

French monarch Louis XIV
allegedly took only three baths
in his entire life, one ofthem at
the insistence of his mistress.
Now you know why French per-
fume is famous. Incidentally, a
survey a few years ago showed
that the French still use less
soap per capita than other na-
tion in western Europe.

"QesigHer 0Jass

Artist/Desigaer Cansuitant

O Leaded Art Glass
O Custom Entryways

o Mirrors

0 Solid Wood Doors
O Ceiling Panels
0 Custom Entryways

w. O Beveled, Etched & Sandblasted Glass

Ake;
Christmas Specialty Gifts andAngcis

——i 3312 A Bob Wallace Ave.
536-0100 or 536-1808

American french fries actually
originated in Belgium. In En-
gland, they are called chips.
American potato chips began
when a Mohawk Indian chefat a
Saratoga, New York resort blew
his stack when a diner com-
plained the french fries were too
thick. The angry chef sliced the
potatoes paper thin, thus invent-
ing potato chips. They soon be-
came all the rage.

When Briton D. J. Kennedy
learned that some of the female
track and field athletes at the
1928 Olympics had suffered
painful bruises to their breasts,
he created a specially padded
undergarment for them. A French
fashion designer named de Bras-
siere immediately added padding
to his own line oflingerie. Women
across Europe and America
quickly took to the idea and have
been wearing the things ever
since. Of course, the ladies long
ago shortened de Brassiere's
name to just plain "bra."

On Sale Dec. st

The
Old Huntsville

Book of Recipes
and Household Tips

The only book on cooking
and household tips you will
ever need! Only 15.95

Call 534-0502 now to reserve

Old Huntsville



Old Beliefs
And

Superstitions

From the moment she mar-
ries, awoman should never drop
or lose her wedding ring. Other-
wise, bad luck may follow.

A sure cure for a person with
tapeworm is this. Have the pa-
tient go without eating for 3 days.
Then, with the patient in the
room, cook a large steak. Hold
itin front ofthe patient's mouth,
and out will jump the ravenous
tapeworm.

Those who wear diamonds
are protected against leprosy,
insanity, bladder problems, poi-
son and the plague, according to
an old European belief

Ifyour friend has abad head-
ache you should rub his or her
scalp. The pain will be trans-

ferred to you, but it won't be as
intense.

Ifyou lose one ofyour hairs
and it's picked up by a magpie
who uses it to line its nest, you
will have very bad luck within a
year and a day.

Ifyou want to avoid catching
a cold, tie a red onion to your
bed. Even better than that, carry
it in your pocket during the day.

When dressing, always re-
member to put your left stock-
ing and shoe on first. This way
you will avoid bad headaches
and other ills that may befall you
that day.

If you've just had a tooth
pulled, put it immediately in a
glass of whiskey. Let it soak for
an hour then drink the whiskey.
You'll never again suffer tooth-
ache that ends in your tooth be-
ing pulled.

Ifyou have hair long enough
to weave into a braided bracelet,
make one for your lover. His ac-
ceptance ofthis gift will signal his
everlasting faithfulness to you.
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REALTY

3609* MEMORIAL PARKWAY, §.
HUNTSVILLE. ALABAMA 35801

PAT CASSITY

REALTOR GRI, CRS, LTG
OFFICE

(205) 882-2114
1-800-239-5476

RES. 534-9683
Beeper 720-1320
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Cold Woothor
Color in your

Gardens

by Cathey Carney

[ used to always feel a little
sad when the last flower of sum-
mer would begin to fade-like my
impatiens, periwinkles, gerani-
ums, etc. They never could quite
stand the intense heat of our
Huntsville summers and there-
fore went through quite an obvi-
ous wilt, in spite of faithful
waterings. So [ would pull them
up and maybe plant a few more
ivy cuttings in my window boxes,
but everything then was Just
green. Green is better than
brown but I really liked the sum-
mer colors.

Then one year | noticed a
bright, colorful little plant in the
nurseries. [ never thought much
of pansies because they look
rather frail and | wondered why
people would buy them, only to
watch them freeze into a pulp a
few months later. But [ bought a
few, and stuck them in my win-

dow boxes and around a small
garden area.

To say [ was amazed at their
endurance is an understate-
ment. That year we had quite a
cold winter, and even a bit of
snow, but do you know what?
Those little pansies continued to
bloom all winter! I couldn't be-
lieve it. On very cold mornings |
would notice that they looked a
bit chilly, like I felt, but then by
afternoon they were fine. [ didn't
water them a lot, but they were
able to stand that as well as the
cold. [ became a big fan of the
little flowers, and the ones | had
continued to bloom up until
spring. When it began to get
warmer the blooms got a bit
smaller and then went away, so
[ pulled them up.

They come in so many pretty
colors-bright yellows, vivid
purples, blues, pinks, rose and

burgundy as well as white.
Those who love pansies like the
look ofthe face ofthe flower - it's
quite a cheerful appearance.
There are plants with tiny blos-
soms, then some with blossoms
maybe an inch or so across the
blossom.

Last week [ bought some for
this fall and winter and the ones

Simple Uncontested

DIVORCE
$ 1 25 é\ttorney Fees

plus court costs)

BANKRUPTCY

Beginning at

S350

NATHAN E. PORTER
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Affordable Legal Services
1525-A Sparkman Dr.

(plus court costs)

'Higher With Children

“No representation is made that the quality of
legal services to be performed is greater than
the quality of legal services performed by other
lawyers.

? SHOE DOCTOR

Quality Shoe Repair Since 1961

Parkway City Mall
Huntsville, Ala.
(comer of Drake & Parkway)

539-1298

1995 Retailer ofthe Year



[ bought look like they're on ste-
roids! I have never seen such a
large blossom. [ got my ruler out
and measured those blossoms to
be 3 to 3 1/2 inches across!
[ prefer the larger blossoms be-
cause it's hard to see small blos-
soms in my window boxes and
the large ones look great from the
road with the variegated ivy.

[ looked several places before
[ found these giants - at Bennett's
Nurseiy, just north of Winches-
ter on North Parkway. Plus, their
prices were very reasonable.
They had such a large selection
ofcolors thatl was there 45 min-
utes trying to decide. Butnow [
don't feel quite so sad that sum-
mer is gone and with it, those
wonderful colors in my garden.
A positive thought to cheer up
some ofthose dreary winter days
ahead.

Old Time
Justice

The parties who went in
search of the horse stolen
from Mr. Luke Matthews, a
long time and respected resi-
dent ofHuntsville, succeeded
in finding the horse and the
four culprits responsible for
its removal.

After brief negotiations
the horse and the culprits
were returned to Huntsville
under guard. Mr. Matthews
once again has possession of
his animal and one of the
thieves is now lodged in our
jail.

The other three are still
recovering.

from an 1869 Huntsville
newspaper

History of Podiatry

The advent offoot care can be traced back to 2500 BC
in ancient Egypt.

Podiatry as a medical discipline began in 18th century
France and England. It was then termed Chiropody.

Podiatry as we know ittoday has evolved into a special-
ized medical discipline that addresses surgical and nonsur-
gical treatment ofthe foot. This may include corns, calluses,
bunions, heel pain and many more problems.

Dr. Richard Lee Freeman ofAlabama Medical & Sur-
gical announces the association of Dr. Angela Murphy to
offerthe bestpodiatric medical care encompassing 20 years
of experience and cutting-edge medical knowledge and
technology.

Alabama Medical & Surgical
808 Turner Street
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

(205) 533-4272

We accept most major insurance plans--

BC/BS - PMD - MEDICARE

""No representation is made about the quality ofservices to be performed or ofthe expertise ofthe physicians
performing such services."
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RECIPES

Hot, Hearliyj and German

Veal or Pork cutlets
Salt and pepper

| e

2 Tg%nilk

Cracker crumbs

Wipe cutlets; sprinkle with
salt and pepper. Dip into the egg,
beaten with milk, then into finely
rolled cracker crumbs. Fry
slowly in deep, hot fat til brown.

Hukner Sosze (Creamed
Chicken)

1/2 chicken

2 qt. water

Salt

Pinch of nutmeg
1/4 c. flour

Cook chicken in salted wa-
ter til tender. Debone and cut
into small pieces. Bring | quart
ofbroth to a boil and stir in flour.
Make into paste with cold
chicken broth. Cook until it
thickens and add pieces of
chicken and nutmeg. If desired.

1/4 cup cream and | beaten egg
yolk may be added. These last
ingredients will make it a very
rich sauce.

Pofafo Sausage Casserole

I 1b. bulk pork sausage

| can cream of mushroom
soup (undiluted)

3/4 c. milk

1/2 t. salt

1/4 t. pepper

1/2 ¢. chopped onions

3 c. sliced, peeled raw pota-
toes

2 c.
cheese

Chopped fresh parsley

shredded Cheddar

Brown the sausage, drain
and set aside. Combine the soup,
milk, onion, salt and pepper. In
a greased 2-quart casserole,
layer half the potatoes, half the
soup mixture and half the sau-
sage. Repeat, ending with the
sausage.

Cover and bake at 350 de-
grees for | hour or until pota-
toes are tender. Sprinkle with
cheese; return to oven, uncov-
ered for 2-3 minutes and the
cheese melts. Garnish with
parsley.



Polalo Pancakes

7-8 potatoes (peeled and
grated)

2 T. milk

2 T. flour

2 eggs

Salt to taste

Mix the potatoes with the
eggs and other ingredients. Fry
in a little oil and drain. Sprinkle
with a little onion powder.

OLsl Torle

1/3 c. butter

1/3 c. sugar

1/2 t. vanilla

| egg

I c. flour

| t. baking powder
Filling:

3-4 c. fresh,

canned or frozen fruit sugar

I T. cornstarch

| c. whipping cream

Soften the butter, add the
sugar, vanilla and egg. Mix well

and add the sifted flour and bak-

ing powder. Mix and chill for |
hour. Line the bottom and sides
ofa springform pan and bake at
375 degrees for 15-20 minutes.

Drain canned or frozen fruit, re-
serving thejuice, orcrush | cup
of fresh fruit to make juice.
Sweeten to taste. Boil the juice
and mix cornstarch with a little
sugar. Stir into the fruitand cook
til thick. Fill the baked shell with
the fruit and pour the cooled
juice over the fruit. Decorate with
whipped cream.

Brandy Balls

2 1/2 c. finely crushed vanilla
wafers

| c. powdered sugar

2 T. cocoa

1/2 ¢. finely chopped walnuts

1/2 ¢. brandy (or rum)

1/4 c. white syrup (Karo)

Combine all ingredients. May
add a little water (1 1/4 table-
spoons) if necessary to form
good balls. Roll in granulated
sugar and store in covered con-
tainer in refrigerator. Makes 4
dozen delicious balls.

These Recipes are from the
Kurtzahn Kriefall Family
Cookbook. It is full of good
German recipes and sells for $12.

For copies call:
Elaine Munson al

(612) 389-3430
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VAXA

A All Natural
Products Allow
Your Body to
-AAddress Every-
day lliness

See for Yourself
at:
Buy-Wise Drugs
444 Wynn Drive
Huntsville, Ala.

oney may talk, cul il sure is

hard of hearing when

you call il.

Since 1982, The Cat's Meow Village has been collectedfor its
historic charm. We have a large selection in stock with

We Mail Nationwide.
Call or Write Us
for more Information.

new shipments arriving monthly.

We Personalize in-stock

Items and Create Personalized

Treasuresjustfor You.

112 Bob Wallace Ave.
(205) 536-1022



A Young Rebel

from the wartimejournal
ofElla Virginia Sanders,
written in 1863

March st

[ am writing with a light
heart. The Yankees came as far
as Town Creek, four miles off,
but since our men had destroyed
the bridges and water was high,
they had to retire. They are burn-
ing and destroying property,
compelling the people to pay the
war tax, and insulting the ladies
by searching them and even run-
ning their hands in their pock-
ets. Father returned yesterday
and Gen. Bragg will send troops
to defend the valley.

March 4th

Yesterday | read Gen. Van
Dorn's reply to the charges made
against him by Brig. Gen. John
Bowers, and I think with Pres.
Davis, it is the clearest defence |
have ever read. | pray this war
will soon be over and all the Yan-
kees in "Davy Jones Locker." |
continue a notorious, rebel.
There is some talk of the east-
ern states forming a part of our
Confederacy. I say, "Die First."

March 27th
Yesterday Lieut. Madding,
Lieut. Davis, and Dr. Ed Ashford

spent the morning here. Cousin
Joe Parrish and Capt. Montgom-
ery, of Gen. Van Dorn's staff, were
to dinner with us yesterday.
Capt. Grant, ofForrest's Brigade
is here for a few days. A year ago,
while riding my pony, Monti, [
threw a bouquet to a soldier in
ranks while passing. | find Capt.
Grant to be the soldier.

March 29th

[ am trying to keep up my
studies and daily horseback
rides, as well as the course of
reading [ have mapped out.

April Sth

Col. Hannon was here last
night with eight soldiers who
were badly wounded. In Jan.
1861, when two companies of
soldiers passed our gate, | was
there with a beautiful little Con-
federate flag in my hand and of-
ficers and privates begged for it,
but with a little impromptu
speech, [ gave it to anice private,
and he made a beautiful re-
sponse. A member of his com-
pany told me last night that he
pinned the flag to his horse's

head in the battle of Shiloh, and
harrahed for me in the charge. |
find his name is Lieut. John
Smith.

April 11th

This morning, a year ago, |
saw Federal soldiers surround
the beautiful home for the first
time, and solemnly ask for my
father- seventy-nine soldiersjust
to capture one man! We have had
so much trouble since then.

April 26th

I am in Huntsville, a "Refu-
gee." My sister, Laurie, and I
came here when the Yankees
were five miles from our home.
Father will take Mother and
Lizzie to a place ofsafety. We are
with our Aunt.

May 2nd

We see much company but
Sister says Mother would not
approve of our having beaux, so
[ do not have as good atime as |
might. [ hear the Federal soldiers
have reached our town, and that
our home is burned.

Sanders Diamonds

101 Governors Drive
Colonial Bank Building, Suite 401
(across from Huntsville Hospital)

Call 534-3811 for appointment

Diamond Specialist - Appraisals
Graduate Gemologist
Same Ownership Since 1948
Wholesale plus small Brokerage Fee
Financing Available



May 7th

Mother and Father went to
Athens with the servants, and as
the Federal soldiers have moved
out oftown, they are returning.

May 14th

Gen. Forrest arrived yester-
day, also Father. They are going
to visit Gen. Bragg on military
matters.

May 15th

Yesterday as General Forrest
drove by, I threw him some
roses, and my glove unintention-
ally, wentwith them. He stopped,
and laughing, said, "Challenged
me, have you!?" "No indeed!" |
cried, 'l would rather appoint so
brave a man my champion,"
whereupon he thanked me gal-
lantly. Lieut. William Forrest was
with him.
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First Federal
Mortgage

BUILDING AND GROWING WITHALABAMA
2310 Market Place SW, Suite B Huntsville, Ala.
Call (205)551-0123
Ifyou didn't selectjust any house then
don't selectjust any mortgage company!

SPECIALIZING IN

» Conventional fixed rate & Adjustable rate mortgages
* FHA and VA loans
* Short-term construction & construction permanent loans
* Fixed rate balloon & bi-weekly mortgages
* Bond & MCC Programs
*FmHA Loans

Your mortgage specialists: Betty Boykin, Mortgage Officer/Branch Manager
Kathleen Chandler, Mortgage Officer or Martha Gilstrap, Mortgage Officer

Today There’s
MIRACLE-EAR

Hearing Loss can occur at any age.
Don't miss a word ofyour child's school
play. Don't miss a note ofyourfavorite
symphony. After all, it's the little things

that count the most.
The Mirage™

Hearing
Aid

Miracle Ear*

9pM bp BM ™ » Laa*

*Hearing aida won't reMore natural hearing. Individual experience! may vary depending on proper fit, severity ofhearing low, accuracy ofevaluation and ability to adapt to amplification.
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Huntsville

Heresay

By Our Unidentified Sources

Last month we called it right
when we reported Mayor
Hettinger would not run for an-
other term. Now here's another
prediction. Contrary to rumors
floating around town. Mayor
Steve will not resign before his
term is up.

Larry Mullins is proving as
adept at twisting political arms
as he is at flipping hamburgers.
Sources tell us that he will soon
become known as the "billboard"
king as his picture begins pop-
ping up all over town.

Ken Arnold seems to be
strong with the youth vote. The
main question there is going to
be whether he can make any in-
roads on Twickenham. Remem-
ber the saying: "As Twickenham
goes, so goes the money."

Look for perennial candi-
date, James Steele to throw his

hat in the ring. Once you meet
James, it's hard not to like him.

Best bet for mayor's race:
Loretta Spencer. The odds are
three to one, against, right now,
but if she enters we predict she
will be in the run-off and make
an excellent showing. Also, a lo-
cal businessman is making
plans to announce his candidacy
at the last possible moment.

Johnny Cochran's response
to being denied honorary citizen-
ship? After he finished laughing,
he was reported to have said,
"Who cares?"

Three stars for his judge-
ship, Bruce Williams, who is a
dedicated volunteer for the
Huntsville Humane Sociefy, and
who took time from his busy
schedule to work with the
Society's annual "Walk Your
Paws."

Speaking of politics, no col-
umn would be complete without
mention of Aunt Eunice. It's
impossible to be around her
without realizing common sense
makes a lot of common sense,

Councilman Jim Putnam
could have serious trouble in the
next election. Rumors about
town tell us Glen Watson is al-
ready testing the waters. It looks
as ifplenty ofthe big names are
already flocking to his side.

Fob James blew a gasket
when he learned of the brutal
attack on Aunt Eunice. Look for
him to be in Huntsville soon,
eating ham and biscuits at her
Country Kitchen. Sources in
Montgomery tell us they have
learned that Hillary Clinton may
be planning a visit to Huntsville
nextJune or July. Wannabet she
eats ham and biscuits too?

V/s/t witlT the ladies & gentlemen of

And Enjoy Your Heritage

South Parkway

(Next to Joe Davis Stadium)



Hottest story floating around
Downtown is about the Commit-
tee of Ten. No, it's not ten people;
it's Ten Thousand Dollars. Insid-
ers tell us the money will go to
the person who runs against a
certain councilman when he
comes up for re-election.

If you want to know which
way the wind is blowing on the
mayor's race, keep an eye on
Dwight Jennings. Though we
have already heard who he is
supposed to be supporting, we
are waiting for proofon this item.

Paul Bryant, son of the leg-
endary "Bear" Bryant has given
the University of Alabama a gift
of $10,000,000.00. Yep, that's
right - ten million!

Check this one out! A delega-
tion recently visited Councilman
Bill Kling to talk to him about
running for another office.
Though we have been unable to
confirm which office, we do
know that his parents are mov-
ing back to Huntsville from
Sarasota, Fla., after atwelve year
absence.

Keep a close eye on Mike
Marshall of The Huntsville
Times. He mightbe a Yankee but
he knows how to write a story
that will leave tears in your eyes
People are already starting to
compare his writing with Lewis
Grizzard. The man definitely
has a future in the sunny South!

Our wise, benevolent and in-
telligent editor, Billy Joe Cooley,
is recuperating at home after his
recent heart surgery. Remember
him in your prayers.

Tim Morgan, our local law

and order man, seems to be a
shoo in for his next term as Dis-
trict Attorney. Lots of people
would like to run, but are wary
of Tim's popularity.

Wayne Parker, gonna run
again candidate for Congress,
was seen in D.C. recently, rais-
ing money at the home ofa pow-
erful lobbyist. Republican offi-
cials in Montgomery, though they
won'tadmit it openly, seem to be
laying their bets on Hugh
Mclnnish.

We are starting to hear talk
around the coffee table about
Faye Dyer. Rumor has it that
many of her friends are saying
she will run against Mike
Gillepsie.

Those City Hall guys who
have their eyes on county jobs
can look beyond the tax asses-
sor. Incumbent Wayland Cooley
says he has no plans to retire.
"I'd be bored to no end," says he.
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VAXA

Need Less
Appetite?
Desire More
Energy?

Try VAXA Citrislim Bars
-an all Natural Product-
Today at
Buy Wise Drugs
444 Wynn Dir.
Huntsville, Ala.

for more information:
CALL

(205) 882-0299



page 26

Distinction

from 1866 newspaper

Clarissa Douglass, a lady of
dubious distinction, was up be-
fore Squire Figg yesterday on a
charge of stealing clothes from
Huntsville's merchants.

Miss Douglass' downfall was
her penchant for fine clothing
which she said, "is necessary for
a lady in my changed position,"
hence she began a monologue
describing why each article ofthe
purloined clothing was essential
to maintain her position in our
fair city's society.

She found her purse would
not withstand so heavy an out-
lay, but the clothes mustbe had.
Recalling the raids of the late
war, she decided to undertake
one of her own, and if success-
ful, would be clothed as well as
the best of them.

Her raid ended on a sour
note when she attempted to leave
a store with three dresses in an
eggbasket, and two hats perched
daintily upon her head.

She was brought up before
the august presence of Justice
Figg, who after hearing evidence
ofthe state, bound Clarissa over
in abond of$ 100.00. No one ap-
pearing to endorse for her,
Clarissa went down to the cor-
ner of Clinton and Green streets
to board until the court is held.

Up In Smoke

The Greatest Case of Dog eat Dog that we
ever heard of, says one of our exchanges, was
that ofayoung man, who loved to smoke a good
cigar, and an insurance company.

The young fellow bought 2,000 extra fine
cigars, and had them insured for their full
value, smoked them up and demanded the in-
surance, claiming thatthey had been destroyed
by fire. The case was taken to the court, and
the judge decided in favor ofthe young man.

The insurance company then had the young
man arrested for setting fire to his own prop-
erty, and the same judge ordered that he pay a
fine and go tojail for three months.

from 1898 newspaper

Give The Gift of Huntsville's Heritage

The Way It Was

The other side ofHuntsville's History

A rich, and often bizarre collection of stories from

Huntsville’s colorful past.

To Order, send a check for $15.95 plus $2 postage to:
The Way It Was, 716 East Clinton Ave.,
Huntsville, Ala., 35801 or call (205) 534-0502

We Ship Worldwide!
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Stop Fiddling Around and
Making Excuses for that

/J Unpleasant
Repair Job

You've Been
Putting

Off For So
Long.

We Can Help!

Come in and see our crack team of professionals.
We'll either help you think of a new excuse, or we
can even provide you with all the materials you'll
need to complete that dastardly repair Job at a
surprisingly low cost!



by Helen Miller

The Depression touched ev-
eryone. For us, it meant cut out
this and cut down on that, but
we always had enough to eat
thanks to Daddy's skill in hunt-
ing. My two piano lessons at Mrs.
Nita Stokes' were cut to one a
week and finally cut out alto-
gether. It didn't bother me too
much. [ dreaded those long prac-
tice hours. There were too many
more important things [ had to
do-only God knows what they
were.

The sheets on my bed were
wearing out and Mama made
more out ofrough yellow domes-
tic. I complained and she said,
"Shut up and be thankful you
still have a roof over your head;
that's about all we have left." She
made pillow cases out of flour
sacks.

Join the

Greater Huntsville
Humane Society
for only $15 a year and
get the Pct Gazette

absolutely free!
call 881-8081

Every day or two, transients
would come by asking about
yard work in exchange for food.
There was always baked sweet
potatoes, collard greens, and
venison stew in the kitchen, so
Mama fixed a plate and listened
to their stories. Some were go-

ing south and some were going
north looking for work. I recall
going into the kitchen one day
where she was washing dishes
to see tears streaming down her
face. She was shaking her head
back and forth and sobbing, "I
can't go on much longer, Lord." |
guess she had tied a knot and
was trying to hang on.

We often made fudge candy
that [ sold for five cents a pack-
age for my school money, and we
sang songs like Stephen Foster's
"Hard Times Come Again No
More." Robbing and stealing
were almost never heard of and
the front door was seldom
locked. Some folks' electricity
was cut offbecause they couldn't
pay their bill. Mama complained
because ours was a bit over two

Bennett Nurseries

We Grow 36 Varieties of Pansies for
your Fall Planting

Please tour our landscaped
beds atyour leisure

7002 Memorial Pkwy. North



dollars amonth and she stopped
using the electric iron. I recall
she would often build a roaring
fire in the kitchen stove on a hot
summer day to heat up the old
black flat iron if we had some
pressing to do.

For entertainment we would
go over to Uncle John's and lis-
ten to Amos and Andy. Daddy
read The Charleston News and
Courier and accepted every word
as factual as if it had come
straight from the New Testa-
ment Franklin Roosevelt started
campaigning and vowed to
change things for us. Thank
goodness he was one president
who lived up to his promises.
Things did get better but per-
haps the adversities made us a
little stronger and more depen-
dent on God.

The End

In Memory

Mprs. Helen Elizabeth Miller
had published several of her
stories in Old Huntsville Maga-
zine over the previous several
years. Last summer shepassed
away, and we lost a very dear

friend. She was a native of

South Carolina but had lived in
Huntsville with her husband,
Tom, for the last 20 years.
Helen wrote a bookfor her
three granddaughters from
which we have taken excerpts.
She wanted them to know what
it was like to grow up during
the Depresston-the good and

bad times. She had a way of

looking at life with a wonderful
sense ofhumor and love. Helen
was a true Southern lady in
every sense of the word.

She will be very much
missed.

r The Village Trolley Company ”
Trolley Set

Enjoy the magic and motion of Lionel trains with this charming complete and ready
to run trolley set. You can feel the holiday spirit of the illuminated interior with
colorful passenger silhouettes as the Village Trolley Co. trolley travels oh so quietly
through the village. Operating headlight and unique roof styling with red, green and
gold graphics are a festive addition to any layout or Christmas tree.

Ready-to-run

Model Train Supply

A Division of Southerland Blueprint Co.
407 St. Clair Avenue, SW
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

(205)533-4720
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For Results,
Call...

Angie Jones

Your Relocation Specialist

Remax
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The General
Who Wasn't

Huntsville was the birthplace
of six generals of the War Be-
tween the States: Confederate
Major Generals John Hunt Mor-
gan and Jones M. Withers and
Brigadier General LeRoy Pope
Walker, and Union Brigadier

Generals David and William
Birney and Thomas T.
Crittenden. However, another
"almost general" was also a na-
tive of Huntsville and Madison
County. His name was Edward
O'Neal and his parents were
among the earliest settlers of
North Alabama.

Edward Asbury O'Neal was
born near Huntsville on Septem-
ber 20, 1818. His parents, Irish
on his father's side and French
Huguenot on his mother's, had
moved to Madison County from
South Carolina. O'Neal received
his education at the LaGrange
Academy and then returned to
Huntsville, marrying here on
April 12,1838. Two years later,
however, O'Neal moved to Flo-
rence and thereafter made that
city his home.

When the Civil War began,
O'Neal promptly volunteered to
defend his native state. He left
for Virginia by rail in June, 1861,
as senior captain of a battalion
ofthree companies. O'Neal's men
became part ofthe 9th Alabama
Infantry Regiment, and O'Neal
was elected major. He rose in

What's it like to have a Chimney Fire?

Don't find out!

Clean your chimney
annually.

Chimney

SAFHOME

QedlUnNx

for asggt_efgs)t'gnate

rank quickly, becoming lieuten-
ant colonel in October, 1861 and
taking over command as colonel
in March, 1862.

O'Neal earned a reputation
for bravery and skill, being
wounded twice in battle. He com-
manded a brigade at
Chancellorsville, and was recom-
mended by Robert E. Lee for
promotion to brigadier general.
However, something must have
happened at Gettysburg to
change Lee's mind. O'Neal again

Plumbing, Electrical
Heating,



commanded a brigade In that
ferocious struggle, and while
there are no complaints on
record about O'Neal's conduct,
Lee withdrew his recommenda-
tion. The Confederate Congress
had already issued O'Neal's com-
mission, but complied with Lee's
wishes and did not delivered it.
O'Neal's promotion was then
cancelled.

Edward O'Neal commanded
his regiment through the end of

the war. He was often referred to
as General O'Neal, and many
people apparently believed he
was one. However, the coura-
geous officer was never officially
more than a colonel. Always a
popular figure, O'Neal was
elected Governor of Alabama
twice, in 1882 and in 1884. He
died at Florence on November 7,
1890, and is buried in his
adopted city.

However, Edward O'Neal

Are You Looking For

Real Reading Enjoyment?
Or The Perfect

Christmas Present?
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does hold a unique distinction

by being the only governor ofAla-
bamawhose son was also elected
governor. Florence native
Emmett O'Neal was elected in
1910, and became the first Ala-
bama governor to occupy the
executive mansion in Montgom-
ery. His father would have been
proud.

OLD HUNTSVILLE

Ifyou have enjoyed reading Old Huntsville Magazine, we would be glad to send you an issue
every month. With Old Huntsville Magazine you'll get stories about Old Huntsville that you won't see
anywhere else, great down home recipes, North Alabama trivia, humorous and true accounts ofthe
history ofthe Tennessee Valley and much more.

So don't delay. Subscribe today and be in the know with Old Huntsville Magazine!
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Address:
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State:

Zip:
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Please make check payable to:

State:

Zip:
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OfTwo

Friends

Earl Frazier and J.B. Webb
had a strange relationship. They
were good friends and spent
much time in one another’s com-
pany. They shared the same
friends, and had even once
talked about opening up a garage
together.

Unfortunately, J.B. Webb was
abootlegger and Earl Frazier was
a deputy sheriff whose job was
to put bootleggers out of busi-
ness.

Huntsville, in the 1950 and
‘60s was a much different place
than today. It was still a small
rural community, where every-
one knew everyone and a man’s
word was his bond.

J.B. Webb’s bootlegging en-
terprise operated out of an old
frame house offofMonroe street.
Itwas reported that he began the
first “curb service” in Huntsville.
A customer could pull into an
alley next to his house, blow their
horn, and someone would take
their order. He stocked a wide
variety ofbeers, whiskeys and an
occasional jar of moonshine, all
of which found a ready market
among Huntsville’s citizen?.

Webb and Frazier had been
friends for years when Webb
heard the new sheriffwas look-
ing for another deputy. Immedi-
ately he sent word to the sheriff,
recommending Frazier for the

1Sh,

position.

Earl Frazier was well quali-
fied for the job. He was honest,
a native of Huntsville, and above
all, a man whose physical size
demanded instant respect from
any would-be law breakers.

The same day after being
sworn in as Madison County's
newest deputy, Earl stopped by
to express his thanks to J.B. Af-
ter exchanging greetings, the two
men sat down at the kitchen
“table to enjoy a drink and talk
of old times, much in the same
maimer they had done for years.

Their conversation was inter-

\ rupted, however, by the loud

| blowing of a car horn in the al-
ley next door. Webb disappeared
outside, took the order and then
came back in the house to get
the merchandise.

“I wish you hadn’t done that,”
drawled the deputy as he
watched Webb retrieve two
bottles of whiskey from the cup-
board.

LAWREN §

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
Linen, Cookware.

Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal,
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.



“Why?” replied Webb, not re-
ally paying attention.

“Causenow [ gotto arrestyou
for selling!”

Strange as it may seem to
people today, Earl had sworn to
uphold the law regardless ofhis
personal friendships. Even
stranger was the fact that Webb
respected him for it.

Arriving at the jail, and pre-
paring to make bond, Webb re-
alized he had no money with
him. Of course, the deputy im-
mediately loaned him the money
to get out ofjail!

Several weeks later, Earl
again arrested Webb for selling
liquor. And once again he made
bond for his good friend.

Arresting his friend became
almost a regular occurrence. Fi-
nally, exasperated, Earl told
Webb, 'We gotta do something! [
can't afford to post bond for you
no more."

Webb understood Earl’s pre-
dicament. Every time he was ar-
rested it cost his friend $100.00;
money that could not be re-
turned until after the court date.

Finally, Webb went to the
bank, borrowed $500.00 and
gave it to Earl. “This way,” he

HiF

said, “I figure I'm good for an-
other five arrests!”

Periodically, just before elec-
tions or holidays, Huntsville’s
finest would stage raids on the
community's  bootleggers.
Though it was a nuisance, J.B.
Webb accepted it as the cost of
doing business.

One time, however, he re-
ceived a tip about an impending
raid that worried him. He had
Just received three cases of an
expensive Scotch, part of his
Christmas stock, and could not
afford to have it confiscated.

Hurriedly placing the liquor
in the back ofhis pink convert-
ible, he drove to Earl's house
where he hid it inside ofa shed
behind the house. If the neigh-
bors saw him they paid no at-
tention as Earl and J.B., were
continuously borrowing lawn-
mowers and tools from one an-
other.

Just like clockwork, the po-
lice arrived the next day and
raided the premises. After they
left, Webb sat down at the table
to have a drink when Earl
walked in carrying a package.

‘J.B.,” he said, “IJust wanted
to come by early and give you

SCITV1ICC

For expert repair ofaudio/video equipment

Factory authorized service

center for22 manufacturers

1318 Putnam Dr.

722-9889
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your Christmas present.”

The old bootlegger, after ex-
pressing his thanks, opened the
package to reveal a bottle of ex-
pensive aged Scotch.

Touched by his friend's gen-
erosity, Webb asked, “Where did
you ever find such good Scotch?”

“Oh, it's nothing,” the deputy
replied, “I was cleaning out my
woodshed the other day and I
found a few cases I must have
forgot about, so I figured I'd give
them for Christmas presents.”

NEW HOURS!
Mon-12:30-6:30
Tue-Fri-9-11/12:30-6:30
Sat * 9-6
We Now Carry LGB!

All G Scale 25% Off- All The Time!

Your Source For European Trains!
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The

Miracle
Worker

In the late fall of 1958, a
strange caravan pulled into
Huntsville. After erecting a large
tent on an empty lot, near Wash-
ington and Pratt Avenue, they
immediately began passing out
handbills throughout town.

“Religious Revival,” the hand-
bill read. “Come see the sick
healed and miracles performed
before your eyes.”

Traveling revivals were noth-
ing new to Huntsville. Almost
yearly, miracle workers or reli-
gious healers would appear in
town to stage week long revivals
promising to heal the bodies and

save the souls.

Of course, the faithful were
always expected to make gener-
ous donations.

This revival troupe, however,
was different. Justhow different
soon became apparent when
Huntsville got a good look at the
newest miracle worker.

A tall man, slim with dark
hair, Preacher Ramone was clad
in a stylish suit, crafted from
light burgundy satin, heavily in-
laid with gold brocade.

He wasjust different enough
to stir the curiosity of
Huntsville’s natives. The first

night there were maybe 15 or 20
people scattered throughout the
large tent, waiting to be healed,
saved, or amused.

The show opened with
Preacher Ramone giving a pas-
sionate plea to the faithful. After
working himself to a feverish
pitch, he motioned to his help-
ers waiting in the wings. Slowly,
with a chorus of singers singing
softly in the background, the
helpers rolled a coffin onto the
stage.

Just as the choir finished,
and with everyone in the audi-
ence waiting to see what would
happen next. Preacher Ramone
raised the lid ofthe coffin to re-
veal a body.

“Folks,” he cried out. “I prom-
ised you a miracle and [ am go-
ing to show you one! We're gonna
pray over this body for 7 days
and 7 nights and on the 7th night
the body will rise from the dead!”

Needless to say, the next night
the tent was almost full ofexpect-
ant and curious people staring
at the body lying on stage.

Of course. Preacher Ramone
did not neglect to take contribu-
tions. Every few minutes a plate

EVERY MONDAY IS FAMILY NIGHT!
KIDS EAT

FREE

EVERY MONDAY NIGHT!

One child 10 and under eats free
from our new kids menu with each
paid adult entree. Offer good for
Dine-in only.

During the
Holiday Season
we offer whole
Turkeys & Trimmings.
Also,
Special Holiday
Catering Available!

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW = ++1-4S51
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast

B412 WHITESBURG BRIVE SOUTH > BB2-O&S1
Dine In or drive-thru & our famous breakfast



tions. Every few minutes a plate
would be passed, with the
preacher exhorting the people to
help him continue in his work.

The tent was full on the third
night, and overflowing by the
fifth. On the sixth night, police
had to be called to help with traf-
fic control. The plates that had
been passed around the first
nights were now replaced with
dishpans, and even they were not
large enough to hold the money
donated by the thousands of
people who were now showing
up each night.

Photographs of the coffin,
with the body, were sold for
$2.00 apiece, and for an extra
donation, one could actually go
up on stage and place their
hands on the coffin. For
agnother $ 1.00 the people could
have their picture taken with
Preacher Ramone, in all of his
burgundy gloiy.

Early on the morning of the
seventh day, people began flock-

Help Kiwanis
Help Youth

The Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

Golden K

ing to town from points all over
North Alabama. Eagerly they
gathered in the field around the
tent, waiting, and talking of the
miracle scheduled to happen
that night.

By 5 o’clock in the evening
the crowd waitingwas estimated
to be over 4000 people.

And they waited.

Finally, around 8:00 PM., a
small delegation took it upon
themselves to enter the tent to
see what was holding up the
show. The chairs were still in
place, the coffin still sitting on
the stage, propped in an upright

MARY JUNEN
CRB, CRS, LTG

LYNN WATTS

ED COLLINS
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position ... but the body was
gone!

So was the Choir, Preacher
Ramone and thousands of dol-
lars that had once belonged to
Huntsville’s citizens.

The following week, a credi-
tor from Louisville, Kentucky,
showed up with a court order to
repossess the tent.

t LINDA KAMERMAN
GRI

CAROLINE LIGHTFOOT

Our Team is Growing!
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Eg From The Year 1866

Fresh Ice For
The City

The value ofice to the city
can only be estimated by the
disastrous consequences ofa
deprivation of it for use in
sickness or as a luxury. The
winter was so mild that not
a pound ofice could be gath-
ered here. To meet the wants
ofthe city, Mr. Robert Coltart,
having fitted up his Ice De-
pot, ordered from the North,
i1s now receiving and packing
away nearly 500,000 pounds
ofice. We have not heard the
price per pound butwe know
that Mr. Coltart will not take
advantage ofhis monopoly to
burden the customers with
exorbit prices.

ESTRA

Taken up running at large in
the city of Huntsville, a mule be-
tween a mouse and a creame
color, about fourteen hands high,
with a brown stripe across the
shoulders and down the back,
branded I.C. on the left shoul-
der, and S. on the back. The
owner will come foward, prove
property, pay charges and take
it away.

George W. Denkins

City Marshall

Plantation For Sale

300 acre plantation near
Gurley. Has fresh spring with
sweet water. Almost 200 acres
worked. House burned. Will dis-
pose ofon liberal terms.

Eggs and Country

Butter

A large lot of fresh country
butter just received at 30 cents
per pound; also a large lot of
fresh eggs at 25 cents per dozen,
warranted good and fresh. Cash
or trade.

HUBBARD'S PHOTOGRAPH
GALLERY

[ have taken charge ofthe above gallery
and am now prepared to take pictures of

all kinds.

[ have completely outfitted my

premises and they are now one ofthe best
in the state The ladies of Huntsville and
the vicinity are invited to examine my work.

Nine hogs of a reddish nature.
LOST OR e hoss are the property ofin.

STOLEN!

Kendall and were last seen on the
streets of Huntsville on the corner
of Clinton and Jefferson. The above
has already, this year, lost 33 hogs

T.J. Robinson

and two milkcows to the infidels
ofthe dark who seem to be con-
tinuously preying upon the trust-
ing manners ofour townspeople.
A liberal reward will be paid.
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Bulldog Antiques  Lyda's Antiques Hartlex Antique
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Texas
Martyrs

The Huntsville

Volunteers of 1835
by Charles Rice

Everywhere people gathered,
the story was the same. The talk
was all about Texas. A large
Mexican army under General
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna
had just entered the province,
determined to disarm the Texans
and strip them oftheir political
rights. True, Texas was part of
the Republic ofMexico, and what
happened there was really none
of the United States’ business.
But most Americans viewed the
conflict as a struggle between
democracy and a corrupt mili-
tary dictator. “An Appeal for
Texas,” reprinted in the Hunts-
ville Democrat on November 4,

b

1835, emphasized this view-
point.

“The new settlers were gov-
erned by the Federal constitution
given them by the Mexicans,”
said the appeal. “They respected,
honored and obeyed it. ... They
have not trespassed upon the
rights of their Mexican neigh-
bors. What then has brought this
war upon them? ... The insa-
tiable cupidity, the burning thirst
for extended rule, the grasping
ambition of Mexico’s despot,
Santa Anna.”

While the Mexican govern-
ment may rightly have viewed the
American settlers as of question-

McCleary & Company Clothiers

K3 >

Huntsville's Finest Tailored
Clothing Store

&

Casual Wear for Men

605 Madison Street
Upstairs

(205) 533-2377

(parking in rear)

able loyalty, the fact remains that
it was Santa Anna, the President
ofMexico, who sparked the con-
flict. Elected as a liberal in 1833,
Santa Anna had responded the
following year by abolishing the
Mexican constitution, claiming
the people were not ready for
democracy. (Obviously not. They
elected him!)

Over the next thirty years,
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna
would continue to plague Mexi-
can politics, alternately being
driven from the country in dis-
grace and then amazingly being
recalled to assume the presi-
dency. For now, however, the
question in everyone’'s mind was
what would become of the Tex-
ans.

Most Huntsvillians naturally

Representing:

Marcia Leonard
Judy Torres
Richard Hahnemann
Terri Shows

Cynthia Parsons
Chuck Long

Linda Ruhl

David Lunn...

And Other Fine
Regional Artists
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Huntsville's Computerized
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Century Office Center
3322 S. Memorial Parkway
Suite 109
Next to Michael’s Rest.
Phone # 882-9040



sided with the Texans in spirit,
but few felt the distant Mexican
province was their concern. One
local resident disagreed. His
name was Peyton Short Wyatt
and he promptly began recruit-
ing volunteers to go and fight for
Texas.

Not quite 31 years old,
Peyton Wyatt was still single. A
native of Charlotte County, Vir-
ginia, he evidently had come to
Huntsville as a young man. A
popular fellow, he had been
made clerk ofthe circuit court.
Military life obviously appealed
to Wyatt, since he had founded
the city’s first gentlemen’s com-
pany, the “Huntsville Guards,” in
1829. The young Virginian had
even been elected a colonel in the
Alabama militia. When it was
known that Peyton Wyatt would
head the company, other adven-
turesome Huntsville men has-
tened to volunteer.

Chosen 1st Lieutenant was
Benjamin F. Bradford, while
Oliver Smith was named 2d
Lieutenant. William Wallace was
elected 1st Sergeant, George
Thayer 2d Sergeant, Henry
Shelby 3d Sergeant, J. D. Rains
4th Sergeant, and Oliver Brown
ordnance master. Peter Allen, a
free African-American, volun-
teered as the company’s musi-
cian. Allen no doubt enlivened
the march with his well known
skill on the fife.

Sunday morning, November
8, 1835, now numbering about
30 men, Wyatt's volunteers be-
gan their journey. “They set out
in the midst ofa heavy rain,” re-
ported ithe Huntsville Democrat,
“a good omen oftheir willingness
to bear hardships and endure to
the end." The wvolunteers
marched west down today’s
Holmes Avenue, escorted to the
top of Russell Hill by the Hunts-

ville Guards. “The company
would no doubt have been much
larger, had time been allowed for
recruiting,” said the Democrat.
“As Texas was actually invaded,
Col. W. thought it best to take up
line of march forthwith — hop-
ing to gather recruits as he pro-
ceeded — under which impres-
sion he carried with him about
fifty extra stand of arms. The
parting scene at Russell’s Hill
between the ‘Volunteers' and the
‘Guards’ and especially between
the latter and their old com-
mander (Col. Wyatt) was truly
affecting.” Few could have real-
ized they were gazing upon most
ofthe volunteers for the lasttime
in this life.

The Huntsville Volunteers
continued west to Decatur,

fyage 39
where they may well have taken

passage on the new Courtland,
Tuscumbia and Decatur Railway,
one ofthe earliest in the nation.
Huntsville citizens eagerly fol-
lowed the company’s progress by
the brief reports that appeared
in the newspapers. Thus they
learned the Huntsville men left
Tuscumbia on November 13,
taking passage by riverboat.
From Memphis the Volunteers
sailed down the Mississippi to
Natchez, leaving the river to
march overland across Louisi-
ana and thence to Texas. It was
a tiring trip, and Wyatt later rec-
ommended that others take the
easier ocean route via New Or-
leans.

On December 7, 1835, the
Huntsville Volunteers arrived at
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Nacogdoches, Texas. Peyton
Wyatt wrote from there three
days later. He had gained about
20 recruits along the way and
had joined forces with a rifle
company from Louisville, Ken-
tucky. “I reached here at the head
of seventy men, a few days ago
— fifty musket men, or a com-
pany of heavy Infantry, and
twenty Riflemen, comprising a
company ofLight Infantry, under
Capt [A. BJ King from Kentucky;
the whole being under my com-
mand as a battalion. Our Battal-
ion is fast recruiting in number,
and | hope, before we reach St.
Antonio, will count 150 or 200
strong.

“During our whole route
from Natchitoches to this place,”
said Wyatt, “we have been re-
ceived with open arms, and
treated with distinguished re-
spect. At St. Augustine we were
met at some distance from the
town by the inhabitants, & es-
corted to our quarters, where we
had the pleasure of hearing an
appropriate address from Dr.
Brown, a gentleman who claims
his nativity from our town.
Thence we proceeded to
Nacogdoches, where we were re-
ceived with demonstrations of
particular good will, and quar-

tered in the house of the Chair-
man of the Committee of Vigi-
lance and Safety. All ofour wants
have been kindly attended to by
the citizens ofthis place. Baggage
wagons and Jersey carriages for
our sick procured; arms, ammu-
nition and provisions furnished
us, although in the way ofarms,
you know, we were pretty well
supplied before we left Hunts-
ville. In short, everything has
been done for us, which could
contribute to our safety and com-
fort.

“On last evening [ had the
pleasure of receiving an elegant
gold watch, presented to me by
Major George A. Nixon, of this
place, Chairman ofthe Commit-
tee of Vigilance and Safety for
Nacogdoches. At St. Augustine [
was presented with a very fine
horse, with full Spanish rigging,
by Col. A. E. Johnson of that
place.” Clearly, the Texans were
grateful for their help.

The Huntsville Volunteers
had arrived in Texas to find the
situation seemingly favorable.
San Antonio had fallen to the
Texas forces, and Texas troops
now replaced the Mexican garri-
son at the old mission known as
the Alamo. Furthermore, Santa
Annawas having problems ofhis
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own. “One of the recent reports
in Texas,” Wyatt told the Hunts-
ville Democrat, “was that Santa
Annawas compelled, atthe head
of 2,000 men, to countermarch
upon Zapatecas, which was in a
state of rebellion.” The Texans
realized that Santa Anna would
eventually march against them,
but they did not expect him for
at least a month or two. In fact,
prospects for military action
seemed so remote that Peyton
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Wyatt left on furlough, sailing
from Matagordas Bay in mid-
February 1836.

Wyattreached Huntsville sev-
eral weeks later, and informed
the local papers ofthe situation.
He said about 1500 American
volunteers had already reached
in Texas, and he had seen an-
other 300 ready to leave at New
Orleans. Oddly enough, Texas
still had not declared its inde-
pendence, but Wyatt felt that it
would happen soon.

Peyton Wyatt fully intended to
return to his company, but he
was fortunate to be absent. For
a cruel fate awaited the men from
Huntsville, one they could never
have foreseen. Unfortunately, the
Huntsville Volunteers had been
placed in the command of Colo-
nel James W. Fannin, who led a
mixed force of Texans and
Americans. Fannin candidly ad-
mitted, “I am a better judge of
my military abilities than others,
and if] am qualified to command
an army, [ have not found it out.”
Fannin’s small army included
two other companies from Ala-
bama, the “Red Rovers” from
Courtland and a company from
Mobile. Fannin’'s command also
contained volunteers from Geor-
gia, as well as a handful of Pol-
ish refugees, willing to take part
in any struggle for freedom.

With Santa Anna busy sub-
duing Zapatecas, it was decided
to send Fannin’'s men to raid
Matamoros, Mexico. General
Sam Houston opposed the raid
as senseless, but he was over-
ruled. Moreover, with Sam Hous-
ton on furlough, Fannin was the
senior Texas commander. Before
the expedition could even start,
however, the Texans learned that
Santa Anna’s army was already
marching against them.

Colonel Fannin moved his
headquarters to Goliad, the site

ofa Spanish mission founded in
1749. Fannin considered uniting
his strength with Colonel William
B. Travis at the Alamo, but de-
cided to remain at Goliad and
fortify the town. It was a blun-
der that would cost Texas both
ofthe commands.
Unfortunately for Fannin, the
right wing of Santa Anna’s army
was commanded by General
Jose Urrea, a very capable of-
ficer. On February 26, 1836,
Urrea’s men surprised a small
detachment of Texas cavalry, kill-
ing or capturing most of them.
On March 2, another detach-
ment was nearly wiped out by
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Urrea’s men. With Travis’s com-
mand isolated and surrounded
atthe Alamo, Fannin’s continued
presence at Goliad was both un-
necessary and unwise. Neverthe-
less, instead ofretreating, Fannin
continued to fortify his position.
Food and ammunition were in
short supply, but Fannin dog-
gedly stayed where he was. “Hop-
ing for the best, and prepared for
the worst,” he wrote on Febru-
ary 28, “I am in a devil of a bad
humor.”

On March 12, a portion ofthe
Huntsville Volunteers were sent
with a detachment of Georgians
to rescue a few Texan families
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trapped at an abandoned mis-
sion. Their task completed, the
men should have returned
promptly to Goliad, but the
Georgia officer commanding de-
cided to seek a fight. He soon
found more Mexican soldiers
than he hoped for, and his men
used up much oftheir ammuni-
tion in a pointless skirmish with
Urrea’s cavaliy. To make matters
worse, the Alamo had fallen on
March 6, and Santa Anna’s en-
tire army was now on its way to
Goliad.

With no cavalry of his own,
Fannin was completely in the
dark about Urrea’s movements.
On March 17, he at last decided
to retreat. Even then, he took his
time about it. The retreat, which
did not begin until the morning
March 19, was painfully slow.
Captain Jack Shackleford ofthe
Red Rovers and Captain Burr
Duval repeatedly urged Fannin
to keep moving until he reached
the shelter ofthe woods at Coleto
Creek. Stubbornly, Fannin re-
fused to listen. He halted his
command in an open expanse of
prairie three miles from the
creek. And there Urrea’s army
found him and attacked. Quickly
surrounded, the Texas defenders
had to fight with no water and
with little ammunition. No one
was more to blame than the in-
ept Colonel Fannin.

Fannin’s 300 green volun-
teers fought courageously
throughout the afternoon against
Urrea’s 1,000 Mexican veterans.
“Itwas avery sad sight to see our
small circle,” said a survivor. “It
had become muddy with blood.
Colonel Fannin had been so
badly wounded at the first or
second fire as to disable him.
The wounded shrieked for wa-
ter which we had none to give

them.” The Texans managed to
kill 50 of Urrea’s soldiers and
wounded another 140. They lost
nine of their own killed and 51
wounded. The Texans’ artillery,
manned in part by the Poles,
played a major role in holding
off the Mexican regulars. With
nightfall, most of Fannin’s men
could have escaped in the dark.
However, they refused to aban-
don their wounded.

On the morning of March 20,
Urrea’s own artillery arrived. The
Mexican big guns easily out
ranged the Texans small can-
non, and General Urrea soon
sent a surrender demand. Colo-
nel Fannin had little choice but
to comply.

What happened next pro-
voked a controversy that contin-
ues to this day. Fannin’'s men
were marched back to Goliad
and held under guard. They had
surrendered as prisoners ofwar
and expected to be treated as

such. (Signed by both Fannin
and Urrea, the surrender terms
specified that the officers were to
be paroled and the enlisted men
held as prisoners until they
could depart from Mexico, not to
take up arms until exchanged.)
However, General Santa Anna
had different plans. He had de-
cided to execute eveiy one ofthe
prisoners to discourage others
from coming to Texas.

“The Mexicans had always
said that Santa Anna would be
at La Bahia [Goliad] on the 27th,
to release us,” recalled a surviv-
ing officer. “Accordingly on that
day, we were ordered to form all
the prisoners. We were told we
were going to bring wood and
water, and that Santa Anna
would be there that day. We were
ordered to march all the officers
at the head ofthe file, except Col.
Fannin, who lay wounded in the
hospital.” The prisoners were
heavily guarded as they
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“marched out on the Bexar road,
near the burying ground, and as
we were ordered to halt, we
heard our companions shrieking
in almost agonizing tones, ‘Oh,
God! Oh, God! Spare us!" and
nearly simultaneously the report
ofmusketry. Itwas then we knew
what was to be our fate.”

Some ofFannin’s men broke
and ran for the distant trees, but
only a handful made it to safety.
The rest were shot, bayoneted,
or clubbed to death. A Mexican
officer’s wife managed to save a
few by concealing them on the
parapet, and the men remem-
bered her as the “Angel of
Goliad.” (Her husband repaid
her by deserting her.)

Almost all of the Huntsville
Volunteers were among the dead.
Benjamin F. Bradford, who com-
manded the company after
Wyatt's departure, somehow
managed to survive. “Nearly the
whole of my company was
killed,” he wrote his brother af-
ter his escape. “Of47 men, rank
and file, 43 are numbered with
the slaughtered. Two privates,
my 4th Sergeant and myselfwere
all who escaped.” It was a black

day for many families in Hunts-
ville.

Ironically, Santa Anna’s
Goliad Massacre completely
backfired. While technically he
might have been justified in kill-
ing the prisoners as domestic
rebels and foreign intruders, his
mass murder of United States
citizens enraged the American
public and only Increased sup-
port for the struggling Texans.
Unfortunately, it also created a
false impression that Mexicans
were a treacherous and violent
people, which helped lead to the
Mexican War ten years later.

When news of the atrocity
reached the United States, meet-
ings were held all across the
country to raise volunteers to
defeat the brutal tyrant. An un-
believable $100,000 was raised
in one just day in New York,
while 500 volunteers assembled
at Natchez. Here in Huntsville,
Captain William Robinson orga-
nized another company and in-
vited “all persons who feel an
interestin the triumph ofLiberty
over Despotism” to gather at the
courthouse on May 2, 1836.
Though they did notyet know it,
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General Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna had already been taken
prisoner, captured following his
crushing defeat by Sam Houston
at San Jacinto on April 21,1836.
The Mexican dictator was found
disguised in the uniform of a
humble private, fearful of being
punished for his bloody deeds.

With Santa Anna’s capture,
the war was won. The Republic
of Texas was independent and
would remain so for another
nine years. Then, in 1845, Texas
would choose tojoin the United
States of America.

Sadly, the partthe Huntsville
Volunteers played in Texas War
of Independence is almost un-
known today. Captain Jack
Shackleford of Courtland es-
caped death at Goliad (spared
because he was a doctor) and his
martyred Red Rovers have at-
tained at least a small degree of
fame. But the other Alabamians
who fought and died for Texas’
freedom have been forgotten in
their very own state. Even by the
time of Judge Thomas J. Taylor,
who wrote his History of Madi-
son County, Alabama just 40
years later, the fate ofthe Hunts-
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Ville Guards had become
clouded. Taylor has Peyton Wyatt
raise his company “in the Spring
of 1836” and march them to
Texas after “the news of the
bloody tragedies at the Alamo
and Goliad,” arriving too late to
join in the fighting. Wyatt then
“came back with many of his
command,” instead of just the
four men who actually survived!
Taylor also garbled the name of
Peter Allen, the black fifer, call-
ing him “Peter Daniels” and hav-
ing the Goliad martyr die in
some unknown spot, killed by
Mexican soldiers who offer him
the choice of playing the fife for
their army or dying. “Peter
Daniels” heroically refuses to
change sides and is subse-
quently shot. While the circum-
stances ofAllen’s death are quite
likely true, one wonders how
Judge Taylor managed to get ev-

erything else so wrong!

Judge Taylor to the contrary,

Peyton Wyatt did notremain long
in Huntsville. On February 8,
1837, he married his 17 year old
sweetheart, Miss Frances C.
Routt. Soon after, he returned to
Texas to stay. Wyatt received a
bounty grant of330 acres for his
service, and represented Red
River County in the Texas Con-
gress in 1838. He died oftuber-
culosis in Memphis on October
24, 1847, atthe age of42, while
returning to Texas from a visit
to Huntsville. His young wife ap-
parently contracted the disease
from him, since she died at age
34, on September 10, 1854.

And what about the Goliad
Martyrs? It was many years be-
fore their resting place was
marked. Santa Anna had the
bodies stripped, stacked like
cordwood, and burned in the

SAVE ON

field where they were murdered.

For two months the charred re-
mains lay exposed to the
weather. Then on June 3, 1836,

Texas General Thomas Jefferson
Rusk ordered the remains bur-
ied in a common grave just out-
side the walls ofthe presidio. In
1852, a Goliad survivor named
Joseph Barnard erected a
marker over the mass grave of
his comrades. However, this
simple stone soon disappeared,

perhaps stolen by a morbid sou-
venir hunter. Finally, more than
a century after the tragedy, the
State of Texas erected an impres-
sive memorial over the grave of
the fallen heroes. It bears the
names of the 300 plus victims.

The list includes 43 ofthe Hunts-
ville Volunteers — now honored
in Texas, but forgotten in their
own home town!

The End
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The Mystery
of Maple Hill

Now Told For The First Time!

The Untold Story of How The Bodies Of300
Federal Soldiers Were Lost And Forgotten In
Our City’s Cemetery!

"A funeral procession is pass-
ing. A flag is thrown over the cof-
fin. Must belong to the artillery,
as there is a cannon in the pro-
cession. The band ofmusic from
headquarters is playing a dirge.
These funeral processions pass
two or three times a day of late,
and sometimes there are two
coffins in the hearse at the same
time. When a member ofthe cav-
alry dies, his horse is led in the
procession, a chief mourner,
with the blankets and accoutre-
ments of the deceased thrown
over him, which looks inexpress-
ibly sad."

So wrote Mrs. Mary Jane
Chadick of Huntsville in her di-
ary on June 11, 1862. The fu-
nerals she was describing were
those ofher enemies, Yankee in-
vaders from Major General
Ormsby Mitchel's hated Union
Army of occupation. Yet these
young men were Americans
nonetheless, and even amidst
the passions of the brutal War
Between the States, this gentle
Southern woman could be
touched by their deaths. After all,
she was a mother herself, and
somewhere up North another

wife or mother would be weep-
ing.

Incredible as it may seem, the
resting place of these defenders
ofthe Union has been lost to his-
tory. These missing graves con-
stitute the Mystery of Maple Hill
Cemetery.

The city of Huntsville, Ala-
bama, changed hands no less
than nine times during the Civil
War, and soldiers ofboth armies
were buried in Maple Hill. About
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180 Confederate dead rest in the

old section ofthe cemetery, each
marked with a tombstone read-
ing "unknown." In recent years,
research has discovered the
names ofabout halfofthese Con-
federates from their regimental
muster rolls, though no one can
know who i1s buried in which
grave.

However, adistressingly large
number of the Union war dead
simply seem to have vanished.
These men must lie somewhere
in Maple Hill Cemetery. But
where?

About five years after the war,
the Federal Government hired a
contractor to remove the Union
war dead from North Alabama
to the National Cemetery at Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee. The bodies
of 122 white Union soldiers (in-
cluding some from Reconstruc-
tion) were exhumed at Huntsville
and taken by rail for re-burial at
Chattanooga. The remains of35
black soldiers and civilian em-
ployees were also moved. How-
ever, a careful reading of the
names in the National Cemetery
reveals that many of the Union
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dead are unaccounted for. This
is especially true ofthe men who
lost their lives during the first
Union occupation in the spring
and summer of 1862.

For example, the records of
the 37th Indiana Infantry list
four of its members as having
died in Huntsville: Privates John
M. Shepherd, Joseph Hamilton,
Elisha G. Patrick, and Eli Coo-
per. Not one of them rests at
Chattanooga. Similarly, the 10th
Wisconsin Infantry lost five men
in Huntsville in 1862: Privates
Nicholas Colton Jr., Miles
Halsey, John T. Hudson, William
W. Leroy, and Dwight R Frank.
Colton died of wounds, the oth-
ers from disease. Yetthe remains
of only one man from the 10th
Wisconsin was moved to Chat-
tanooga. The others presumably
are still at Maple Hill.

The fact that the one 10th
Wisconsin grave at Chattanooga

is marked "unknown" provides
a clue to what must have hap-
pened. Presumably, once a regi-
ment marched away from Hunts-
ville, the graves of'its dead were
neglected. The soldiers of both
armies marked their graves with
wooden headboards, and the
crude markers disintegrated af-
ter only a few years. Huntsville's
citizens would have respected
the Union graves, but they had
little inclination to maintain the
resting places of their late en-
emies. Indeed, the South was so
impoverished in the years imme-
diately after the war that the
wooden Confederate markers
were allowed to disappear with-
out being replaced! Thus both
the Union and Confederate dead
became largely unknown.

This was so even with men
who died comparatively late in
the war. For example, the 13th
Wisconsin Infantry's records
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show that nine ofits men died
in Huntsville between June 1864
and January 1865. Just two of
these were moved to Chatta-
nooga: Private Luman Palmer
and another marked "unknown."

So where can these Civil War
soldiers be? Old Huntsville tele-
phoned the National Cemetery at
Chattanooga and asked them. "If
they're not here," the Cemetery's
spokesman replied, "then they
must still be in Huntsville." The
number of missing Union sol-
diers may be as high as 300 or
more. One would have to exam-
ine the muster rolls of every
Union regiment that passed
through Huntsville to find out.
The bodies of a few men from
more affluent families might
have been moved home after the
war, but the others obviously are
still in Maple Hill. The Union war
dead reportedly were buried in
the corner of the cemetery near
where the Confederate dead rest.
This grass covered area ofMaple
Hill is relatively free of tomb-
stones and seems the logical
place to look for the lost Yankees.

Only a year or so after the
war, women across the South
began placing flowers on the
graves ofthe wartime dead. Gen-
erously, these ladies decorated
the graves oftheir recent foes as
well. Northern women heard
about the practice and pushed
for the creation of a national
Memorial Day. Less forgiving
than their Southern sisters, the
Federal holiday honored only the
soldiers ofthe North. In the early
1950s, however, the United
States Congress corrected this
and passed legislation declaring
Confederate soldiers and sailors
to be United States veterans.
Thus the last handful of aged
Johnny Rebs received Federal

continued on page 48
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pensions and the veterans of
both sides are entitled to equal
respect.

For many years the United
Daughters of the Confederacy .
and the Sons of Confederate Vet- Flfty Thousand

erans have paid annual tribute

to the Confederate dead at Maple Dollars Says that
Hill Cemetery. But what of the PI'yOI' 1S The Fastest™ I

Union soldiers who also sacri-
ficed their fives for the cause they  N[an 1n The World
believed in? How can we honor

their memory if we don't even
know where they rest? This is [, BEVERLY PRYOR, stand ready to run any man that

. can be produced in the world, from 60 to 100 yards, for 1000

;\l/}zptlr : zclg{licll?art of the mystery of to 10,000 dollars, to meet me at Knoxville, Tenn., Nashville,

Tenn., or Huntsville, Alabama. Notice to be given, and names

to be enclosed in a letter, addressed to William E. Phillips, Esq.,

Huntsville, Ala., within six months time — half forfeit. I fur-

thermore will meet any man that lives in Europe at the Valley of
Washington, and will run for from 5000 to 50,000 dollars!

P S. In consequence ofthe indisposition of Mr. HENRY

PERRIT, he declined the race with Mr. Pryor, which was to have

been run at Washington for $ 1000 a side.

(If you have anyfamily tra-
ditions or other information re-
garding the resting place ofthe
lostsoldiers, please contact Old
Huntsville. Your assistance
would be appreciated.)

Huntsville Democrat, Jan. 13, 1836

Own A Piece
Of Huntsville’s
Colortful
History!

Sandy Ginn IRUTSS* EMORY PIERCE LIVED HERE and so can you! Part
. of Huntsville's wonderful history, Jacob Emory Pierce was the
Rise Real Estate founder of the Huntsville Daily Times, and what a colorful
| . . . .
3603 S. Mem. Pkwy. character he was! You can own a piece of history with this

. elegant, lovingly restored home.
Huntsville, AL. 35801
Hnisvitie, Call me for details. Sandy Ginn - 880-5900 ext. 149



Ifyou are going to work and
notice a stain on your off-white
suit, just cover it up by rubbing
baby powder onto the stain.

To loosen an old pane of
glass, just pass a red-hot poker
slowly over the old putty. Trying
to insert drapery hooks into the
fabric? It'll be much easier ifyou
first coat the hooks with a soapy
film.

Club soda works wonders for
removing grease from double-
knit fabrics.

To get tar out of clothing,
soak the spot with raw linseed
oil. Allow it to stand until soft,
then wipe with a soft cloth that
you have dampened with the oil.

Just to ensure you'd be able
to prove your car is yours one
day, after a theft, just drop a
business card with your name
and address on it down the win-
dow slot.

To avoid milk spills when
your child is trying to hold on to
his/her cup, just wrap two
rubberbands around the cup,
about two inches apart, where
the little hands will take hold.
This will make it easier to hang
on to.

Use nonstick vegetable spray
to lubricate squeaky hinges,
sticky locks, etc.

For an inexpensive stain for
your unfinished wooden picture
frames, use ordinary shoe pol-
ish. Put on one coat and let it
dry. Apply a second coat. When
dry, apply a good paste wax.
Brown polish looks like walnut,
oxblood will look like mahogany
and tan will look like a light
maple shade.

INVITES YOU..
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A zipper will slide easier if
you rub it with a lead pencil.
Before you wear a new garment,
touch the center of each button
with clear nail polish-this will
seal the threads and buttons will
stay on much longer.

Ifyou favorite nail polish has
turned gummy or hard, just
place it in a pan ofboiling water.
In no time itwill be good as new.

For a natural toothpaste, dip
your toothbrush into some
mashed strawberries and scrub.
This will remove yellowing and
stains.

Place fresh, cold cucumbers
sliced on top ofyour closed eyes
to rid them ofredness and puffi-
ness.
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Searching
For Our
Ancestors

?Mt OSes 3M 1568
KuUyvilfo, Altbuna

A monthly column provided by the Tennessee Valley Genealogical
Society to aidpeople in their genealogical research.

WHITWORTH,
DUNNIVANT, SANDERSON,
DEDHAM Looking for any infor-
mation about Daniel Whitworth,
b 1806 in Virginiad 1860/62; m
Elizabeth Dedman 1833 Madi-
son Co Al. Also need informa-
tion about Calvin H. Sanderson
b 1816 in AL m Ellen ? and
Pinky Jane Grimesb 5 Dec 1850
AL m John Henry Dunnivant.

Rebecca Valenzuela, 87

Conway Acres, Auburn, AL
36830 '

CHISM, CHISHOLM,
MCPHERSON Seek informa-
tion on Chisholm family buried
Chisholm family Cemetery, Flo-
rence, Lauderdale Co, AL. John
91 yrsb 1838 VA m Ester, Green
CoKY. Is there a connection with
George Chism b 1798, Barren
Co KY? George m Eleanor
McPherson d 1855 Coryell Co
TX, d/o Jehue and Margery
Nichols McPherson of SC. Deed
records exist of John and Mary
Chism selling property in Barren
Co 1807-1816. Any help appre-
ciated.

Phyllis Schultz Lamb, 9800
Pagewood, #2107, Houston, TX
77042

MORRIS, WILLIAMS
Timothy Wilson Morris b 21 Feb
1833 Jackson Co AL (CW record
and Death Cert) s/o Cal? Morris
d cl1835. Timothy's mother m 3
times; Ist ? dau Mary; 2nd
Cal? son, Timothy; 3rd ? Will-
iams and more children. Tim
went to TX ¢ age 25. Have not
found on 1850 census. Any in-
formation appreciated.

Virginia Morris Harbin, P. O.
Box 352, Ada, OK. 74821

LEWIS, DANIEL, HALL,
WOOSLEY, WILKINS Need
proof John Lewis b ¢l 770
Albermarle Co VA m Susan
Daniel in KY; son John, Jr. b
cl812-14 Lincoln Co TN. John
Jr. m Elizabeth ? b TN; son
John F. (Franklin) Lewis b Feb |
847 Jackson Co AL m 29 Aug |
867 Malinda Susannah Jane
Hall, b 28 Feb 1847 GA, d/o
Nathaniel D. Hall b 7 Jun 1823
NC m Martha Elizabeth Bell
Wilkins b ¢1828 NC. Who were
parents and siblings of Nathaniel
and Martha Wilkins Lewis?
Martha d 1851-1859; Nath m
Sarah Woosley 1859 Jackson Co
AL.

Virginia Morris Harbin, P O.
Box 352, Ada, OK. 74821

WINTER(S)D, MCDANIEL,
MILLSAP MORRIS, ELLIOTT
Lavina (Elliott or McDaniel) m
Daniel Winter in AL, son James
b cl835 AL. Lavina in Cass Co
TX bef 1838 as awidow, received
640 acres land. Dau Caroline
Elizabeth Winter b Feb 1841 TX
m 1st: May 1859 Timothy Wil-
son Morrism; 2nd or 3rd: 1847
William Millsap. Need proof of
Lavina's maiden name, and mar-
riage to McDaniel or Winter. Also
need information about her par-
ents and siblings.

Virginia Morris Harbin, P O.
Box 352, Ada, OK 74821

DAME, RIDDLE Secek in-
formation on Andrew and Sarah
Dame, ch. of John Dame Jr.
Court records of Marion Co TN,
5 Sep 1842 appointed John Jr.'s
sister, Elizabeth and husband
Elisha Riddle, guardian of An-
drew and Sarah. Other ch: John,
Elizabeth, Valentine and Matilda
were bound to John Dame Sr.
Valentine m Nancy Cline and d
OK. Will share information.

Virginia Hayes, PO. Box 624,
Minco, OK 73059

WEST, SIMPSON Seeking
parents/siblings of Mary T. E.
West and Richard Simpson m 7
Jul 1837 Marshall Co AL, and
connection to West and Simpson
households in 1840 Marshall Co
Federal Census.

Mary B. Stauble, 7503
Beulah Church Road, Louisville,
KY 40228

JACKSON, PRIDE, HIGH
What is connection between
Wilford Jackson (d 18 Apr 1877,
age 63 yr, 6 mos), Mary J. Jack-
son (d Jun 1893 age 75 yrs, 8
days), and Nathaniel J. Pride (b
6 May 1795 d 23 Oct 1875)?.



Jacksons are buried in
Nathaniel J. Pride Cem., Colbert
Co AL. Are these Jacksons cous-
ins to the Prides through Ruth
Jackson High, mother of Sallie
High Pride and grandmother of
Nathaniel ). Pride?

Emmllou Chandler, 5202
Coventry Drive, Riverside, CA
92506

BAKER, THOMAS, THOMP-
SON, MASON Anna Eliza Tho-
mas/Thompson b 12 Sep 1852,
TN? appears in 1860/70 Madi-
son Co AL census as a HH mem-
ber of Dr. William Mason. Anna
m John Webster Baker 7 Oct
1870 Jackson Co AL. No family
record exists to learn her exact
surname, or anything about her
parents. Her family seeks any
information about her parents
and is eager to contactany Baker
descendents.

Sandra L. Walker, 4705
Shoalwood Ave., Austin, TX
78756-2814

BYRD, ADAIR Tryingto lo-
cate grave of my ggg grandfather,
William Byrd, a Baptist minister
in Madison, Limestone and
Franklin Co AL who died after
1850. His wife, Lydia Adair, is
supposed to be buried in
Burleson Graveyard, Flint, AL.
Need birth, marriage and death
dates. Will exchange informa-
tion.

Margie Byrd Little, 1810
Willowbend, Kelleen, TX 76543

To order your own
subscription of Valley
Leaves, North Alabama's
most comprehensive
quarterly genealogical
magazine write:

Tennessee Valley
Genealogical Society, Inc.
PO. Box 1568
Huntsville, Al 35807

X QUALITY IMI <=1 W/ C * SELECTION

% SERVICE

KC Puppies
Aquatic Plants
* CFA Kittens
» Exotic Birds
* Fancy & Domestic Goldfish
* Freshwater & Marine Tropicals
* Marine Fish & Invertebrates
* Reptiles
= Small Animals
= Water Garden Plants
& Fish

* WPRICE

PET AND GROOMING CENTER
-~ m
Weve Got It All

e ANF Foods
= IAMS Foods

m— == Nature Recipe Foods * Science Diet Foods

Topper, Abba & Kaytee Bird Diets

"Servin
M Huntsville

536-3585

1001 MEMORIAL PKWY., N.W. (THE MALL) HUNTSVILLE
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Shopping is Easy
Wrapping is not!

Layaway For Christmas

NOW!
At

Bicycles Etc.

Santa's Helpers are Busy
Assembling Christmas
bikes for all the good girls
& boys.

Use our Christmas Lay-
away and you won't have
to worry about finding a
big box!

Quality Bicycles
Starting at $169.95

Bicycles Etc.

8100 S. Mem. Pkwy.

881-6947

open 7 days a week
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Hazel Green:
Where
The
Hazel
Nuts

Grew

by Jack Harwell

Ifyou spend any time travel-
ling about Madison County, you
will find communities whose ori-
gins seem to be lost in the mists
of history. But each one has a
story to tell.

During the early part of the
last century, people flocked to
whatis now North Alabama from
the more populated areas back
east. Two of the more popular
migration routes intersected
about 14 miles north of John
Hunt's cabin at the Big Spring.
One was the road leading south
from Nashville, where the sales
of lands in the area were re-

corded. The other road ran east-
west toward Athens and was
known as the Limestone Road.
Also known as the Military Road,
it brought many settlers to Ala-
bama from the Carolinas and
Virginia.

By 18009 this crossroads had
become a busy place. With both
hotels and stores, and a spring
for watering horses, it was be-
coming a real town, rivalling the
settlement at the Spring to the
south. It was during this period
that the little community became
known as Hazel Green. Travel-
lers passing through the town
were struck by the abundance of
green hazelnut bushes there.
Thus the place where the hazel-
nuts grew became Hazel Green.
One version ofthis stoiy suggests
that the name was bestowed by
none other than Andrew Jack-
son. This is certainly possible,
since the general and future
president was a frequent visitor
to Huntsville.

Thomas McGeehee came to
north Madison County in 1815
and built a mill on a fork ofthe
Flint River about two miles north
of Hazel Green. Another settler,
Charles Cabiness, built a cotton
gin in the same area. Both the

///— Huntsville Aconing (

McGeehee mill and the Cabiness
gin are believed to be the first
operations oftheir kind in Madi-
son County, and possibly in the
state.

So rapid was Hazel Green's
growth that the town incorpo-
rated in 1821. Five trustees were
elected in August of that year,
and later there were a treasurer
and a constable. At this time,
perhaps three or four hundred
people lived in Hazel Green,
making it the third largest city
in the county, behind Huntsville
and Triana. A post office had
been established in 1819. But
the City ofHazel Green was des-
tined for a short life, for the ar-
ticles of incorporation were re-
pealed by the state legislature in
1830. Hazel Green has been un-
incorporated ever since, al-
though in the last twenty years
there has been some sentiment
to reincorporate.

During Hazel Green'’s days as
a popular stopover for Hunts-
ville-bound travellers, one ofthe
favorite lodging places was the
Round Mound Inn. Located one
mile east ofthe town, this struc-
ture was built in 1847 by a
woman with a questionable past.
Elizabeth Evans Dale had moved

------- - Xorm COindoco Company, Inc.

Windows For Replacement
Storm Windows And Doors « Carports
» Patio Covers = Vinyl Siding

Serving Huntsville and the
Tennessee Valley
Since 1958

Juc&ktoHateA

2606 ARTIE SW



to Hazel Green in 1835, having
recently married a man named
Gibbons. Gibbons died shortly
after arrivingin Hazel Green. His
widow remarried — but her new
husband died soon after. She
then married Alexander
Jefferies, who owned a large
plantation in the area. Eight
years later, Jefferies passed on
as well, and some locals began
to whisper about the woman
whose husbands seemed to die
mysteriously.

Elizabeth was a woman of
great beauty, which she would
retain well past her youth, and
had no trouble attracting rich
and influential men. Not long
after burying Mr. Jefferies, she
married Robert High, a Lime-
stone County legislator. He lasted
three years. In 1846, Elizabeth
married for a fifth time, this time
to Absalom Brown, a merchant
of New Market. It was during her
marriage to Brown that Eliza-
beth began construction of the
inn, but he was not around for
the opening, having died sud-
denly. Now the rumors were
mentioned more openly. It was
said that Elizabeth hung the hats
ofeach husband on a rack in an
upstairs hallway. Supposedly,
the burial of Absalom Brown on
the grounds ofthe inn took place
late at night.

Elizabeth’s sixth marriage, to
Willis Routt, fared no better than
the others. He soon followed his
predecessors to the grave. She
then began keeping company
with D. H. Bingham, a local
schoolteacher. But then matters
finally came to a head. A neigh-
bor, Abner Tate, published a
book which specifically charged
Elizabeth with the murders of
her husbands. Tate believed
Elizabeth and Bingham to be re-
sponsible for legal problems he
had been experiencing. The

couple brought libel charges
against Tate, which were later
dropped. Elizabeth sold the inn
in 1854 and moved to Missis-
sippi, where, it is assumed, she
spent the remainder of her life.

Hazel Green's first residents
were attracted to the area by the
abundance of fertile farmland,
and the town would always re-
main a farming community. The
wealthy cotton planters of ante-
bellum days were replaced, af-
ter the Civil War, by small tract
farmers. Meanwhile, the center
ofpopulation ofMadison County
shifted to Huntsville.

The: road to Huntsville even-
tually became a paved state high-
way, which was widened to four
lanes in the 1950s. Until inter-
state highways were built, it re-
mained the main road from
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Huntsville to Nashville. Many of
Hazel Green’s natives took jobs
in Huntsville. But change always
came slowly to Hazel Green. A
survey done in the mld-50s listed
88 cars—and 70 tractors.

The past yields slowly, but
inexorably. The Round Mound
Inn burned down in 1968. A traf-
fic light now stops traffic at the
crossroads where travellers once
watered their horses and mar-
velled at the hazelnut bushes.
But Hazel Green is still a town
centered at a single crossroads,
justas itwas 175 years ago. And
away from the main roads, land
is still being farmed, just as it
was in the days of Andrew Jack-

Sensuous Side

Leatker & Lace Lingerie
Cards & Magazines
Bodg Massage

Togs & Lotions

Cakes & Gift Baskets
Pkotograpkg

Novelties

Romance

330-0069

/4] University DP., /<2 mi/e West of Uidecuf Co/]
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Uniforms,
Uniforms—

Get Your Uniforms

In the springof 1872, ayoung
soldier visited Huntsville with an
interesting proposition for our
city's leaders.

He wanted to supply
Huntsville’s police force with
uniforms. Although many North-
ern policemen already wore uni-
forms, the idea had not caught
on very well in the South, par-
tially because ofthe cost.

For the small towns still re-
covering economically from the
Civil War, even a small item like
uniforms was considered
exorbit.

The young soldier, however,

had an idea. At the end of the
war he had seen hundreds of
thousands of Federal uniforms
lying useless in warehouses. Af-
ter purchasing a quantity ofthem
for a pittance, he had a tailor in
Cincinnati alter them.

Now he was traveling the
South, offering the modified uni-
forms at a price much lower
than the competition.

Whether or not he was the
salesman who actually per-
suaded the city to clothe its po-
licemen in blue has been lost in
history.

We do know for a fact, how-

"The Reader’s Bookstore"
Paperbacks - Hardbacks

Good Selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used &
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half
price.

395-0082

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Sun | pm - Spm
4001 - C Holmes Avenue Huntsville, Ala.

ever, that two months after his
visit our policemen had uni-
forms.

Despite his skills at sales-
manship, the young soldier's
business never really got off the
ground. Faced with the prospect
offailure, the youngwarrior once
again returned full time to his
military career.

Unfortunately, that too ended
in failure. Years later, the young
soldier, George Armstrong
Custer, was killed at the battle
of Little Big Horn.
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e COMPUTER BALANCING
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