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MURDER
(éloud's

by Ralph Cross

From earliest childhood
a code of silence had been
instilled in the families.

Trust no one except
blood kin and above all,
have no dealings with the
law.

The people of Cloud's
Cove took care of their
own.
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Murder

11

Cloud's

Cove
by Ralph Cross Jr.

For as long as anyone could
remember, Cloud’s Cove had
been a center of whiskey mak-
ing in the Tennessee Valley.

With only one road leading
into the Cove, it was impossible
for anyone to enter without be-
ing seen. When a car turned off
onto the gravel road leading into
the valley, people living at the
entrance would hang a white
bedspread on a fence, warning
the lookouts posted in the
nearby mountains that a
stranger had entered their do-
main. At nighttime a series of
signals with a flashlight served
the same purpose.

Adding to the Cove's security
were the families who made it
their home. The Kennarmer’s,
Paine’s, Cross’s, Cloud's,
Paseur’s and Meek’s had lived in
the Cove for years and were al-
most all involved in whiskey
making.

From earliest childhood a
code ofsilence had been instilled
in the families. Trust no one ex-
cept blood-kin and above all,
have no dealings with the law.

Though feuds, killings and
mayhem were common in
Cloud's Cove, the law never in-
terfered. If someone shot a rela-
tive, the other relatives merely
waited for the right time and then
took revenge. Since the turn of
the century, it had been an un-

spoken rule that the law stayed
out of the cove.

There was one exception to
this, however. Deputy SheriffWill
McMinn was a native ofthe Cove
and was related to many of the
families living there. Two ofhis
cousins were reputed to be work-
ing for the Kennermer’s, who
operated several stills in the
area. Most importantly, people
trusted McMinn not to talk.

It was also widely assumed
that Deputy McMinn was the
“bagman” for the various county
officials who took a cut from the
illicit activities conducted in the
Cove.

The late ‘30s, with war
clouds on the horizon, saw an
increased demand for illicit
whiskey. Workers in the defense
industry were making good
money and were flocking to boot-
leggers in search ofa good time.

Traditionally, the whiskey
manufactured in Cloud's Cove
had been sold in Madison and
Marshall counties, but with the
increased demand, the families
began to spread out. Within a
shortwhile the leaders ofthe two
main families had established
outlets all across Alabama, Geor-
gia and Tennessee.

This also proved to have
other financial benefits for the
families. Historically, the families
were “taxed” by the local county
officials depending on how much
whiskey they manufactured.
Until then it had been fairly easy
for the officials to keep track of
production as all they had to do
was check with the bootleggers.
Now, with the whiskey being sold
out of state, the officials had no
way of knowing how much was
sold and therefore how much to
"tax."

According to one witness of
the events. Deputy McMinn was
placed in an awkward position.
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Though he had a good idea of
the amount of production, and
was ordered to collectthe “taxes”
on it, he was helpless to do any-
thing without informing on his
neighbors.

McMinn wisely chose to do
nothing, hoping that matters
would somehow straighten
themselves out.

Unfortunately, many of the
moonshiners began losing large

shipments of whiskey. Whole
truckloads were hijacked and
the drivers left tied to a tree on
the side of the road. In
Guntersville, a carload of whis-
key was seized in broad daylight
by an armed group of men.

At first the moonshiners
tried taking different roads and
traveling at different times. Re-
gardless of which route they
chose, the armed hijackers
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seemed to be waiting.

Most people assumed the
hijackings were part ofa continu-
ing feud between the Kennamer's,
Cloud's and Paine's. Though
their children went to school to-
gether, and they attended church
together, the families were deadly
enemies. Members of both fami-
lies had been the victims ofmid-
night ambushes, and many bore
the scars of past bullet wounds.
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Both families were extremely
tight-lipped. When a gunshotvic-
tim was carried to the hospital,
relatives would tell the doctors
it was a hunting accident. Sher-
iff Blakemore, after noticing the
high number of gunshot “acci-
dents,” was later quoted as say-
ing sarcastically, “That Cloud’s
Cove bunch must be the clumsi-
est people in the world.”
Business makes strange bed-
fellows though. In July of 1939,
1500 gallons of whiskey was or-
dered by a distributor in Nash-
ville. This was a larger order
than one family could handle in
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a short time.

Rather than lose the busi-
ness, elders of several of the
families got together and decided
to make it a group venture. Need-
less to say, with all the
hijackings, security was a major
concern. [twas decided to gather
the whiskey at a clearing near
Turkey Spring, and then trans-
port it to a spot on the Tennes-
see River where it would be
picked up by boat and carried
to Muscle Shoals. There it would
be loaded onto trucks and driven
to Nashville.

All the families had assumed
at this time that one ofthe other
families were responsible for the
hijackings. Undoubtedly, they
probably guessed that by mak-
ing this load a group enterprise,
it would not be hijacked. “No
one,” they figured, “would rob
their own whiskey!”

After the whiskey was loaded
on the boat, three guards, one
man from each of the leading
families, were chosen to accom-
pany the boat downstream. The
plan was to leave after dark so
asnotto draw attention from any
other boats that happened to be
on the river.

It was still several hours be-
fore dark, so the men idled away
the time by sampling their own
wares and playing cards. Sud-
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denly one ofthe men noticed a
movement in the nearby woods.

Before he could react, four
armed men appeared, all point-
ing their guns at the hapless
moonshiners. Quickly boarding
the boat, the bandits tied the
men’s hands behind their backs
and cast off.

Somewhere near Triana, the
hijackers steered the boat to a
spot near the shore, and after
untying the moonshiners, or-
dered them to swim. By the time
they reached shore, the boat had
disappeared around a bend in
the river.

Though the boat was found
several days later at a landing in
Decatur, no one had any idea
who the hijackers were.

The young lads, after making
their way back to the Cove, faced
agruelling examination from the
rest of the families. If the men
were telling the truth, the only
way the hijackers could have
known about the shipment was
through an informer. Almost ev-
eryone in the Cove knew about
the load, or had kin working for
the whiskey makers. Patiently,
the men started going through a
list of people in the Cove.

At first suspicion centered on
a middle-aged woman whose
husband had been sentto prison
for shooting a Huntsville man.
She was quickly ruled out how-
ever, when itwas pointed out that
her oldest son was involved with
the “business.”

Within minutes Deputy Will
McMinn became the prime sus-
pect. Though he lived in the
Cove, he was still the “law” and
undoubtedly had knowledge of
the shipments. Also working
against him was the fact that he
had been rebuffed while trying
to collect additional “taxes.” Most
people knew he had been under
pressure from the county offi-



clals, and possibly thought he
had made a deal with hijackers
in order to raise the extra money.

That alone was enough to
pass a death sentence on the
deputy.

One of'the local men, Alden
Adams, had earlier been in-
volved in a altercation with
McMinn’s son. Though the
deputy tried to talk him out of
it, the younger McMinn had a
warrant sworn out for Adam'’s
arrest.

The warrant itself was not
uhusual. Many men in the cove
had had warrants swore out for
them and simply ignored them.
Court officials, in many cases,
dismissed the charges rather
than get involved.

The warrant for Adams was
given to Deputy McMinn to serve.
McMinn put it in his pocket and
forgot about it. He had no inten-
tion ofarresting his neighbor for
such a trivial offense.

There the matters rested un-
til late October, when the Harvest

Ball was held atthe school house
near Sugar Fork. Traditionally,
every fall after the crops were in,
the people would gather to cel-
ebrate. This was one of the big-
gest annual events held at the
school and people would come
from miles around.

Part of'the tradition was the
selection of the Harvest Queen
who would be crowned at the
dance held afterwards. Votes
were purchased for a penny
apiece, with the proceeds going
to the school, and whoever re-
ceived the mostvotes became the
Queen.

Will McMinn’s daughter
wanted to be the Queen but as
the pennies were counted, itwas
apparent she was lagging behind
in votes. Suddenly, McMinn
pushed his way through the
crowd to the Judges table and
laid two five dollar bills on the
table.

“This, [ reckon, is enough for
her to win!” he said.

There was shocked silence
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from the crowd. McMinn, al-

ready under suspicion of being
an informer, now appeared to be
flaunting the age old traditions
of fair play.

Suddenly the silence was
broken by Alden Adams, who
angrily proclaimed that under
the circumstances, there would
be no dance held afterwards.
Adams was a school board
trustee arid normally had con-
trol over such matters.

Unfortunately, Deputy
McMinn was also a school board
trustee, and after following
Adams out into the school yard,
demanded that the dance be
held.

When Adams ignored the
deputy's insistent demands and
continued walking toward his
car, McMinn grabbed him by the
arm. Probably believing he was
being assaulted, Adams lashed
out at McMinn with his fist, hit-

ting him in the mouth.

The blow brought a small
trickle of blood from McMinn's
mouth, who seeing the sight of
his own blood, became infuri-
ated. A crowd of onlookers had
gathered around the combat-
ants, and as they watched,
McMinn pulled the old wrinkled
warrant from his pocket, inform-
ing Adams he was under arrest.

There was a hushed silence,
broken suddenly by a gunshot.
Seconds later, Deputy Will
McMinn fell to the ground dead.

Alden Adams, startled as ev-
eryone else was, quickly looked
around to see where the shot
came from. His inquiring eyes
were met by blank faces show-
ing absolutely no expressions.
He knew instantly it would do no
good to ask who fired the shot.

Will McMinn had been ex-
ecuted in accordance with the
same code of silence that had
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protected Cloud’s Cove for well
over a century.

Though Adams was arrested
for first degree murder, and
bound over for trial, no one se-
riously expected him to serve any
time. Everyone knew he was in-
nocent.

On November 21, 1939, the
trial began. The state produced
witnesses proving that an alter-
cation had taken place between
Adams and McMinn. Another
witness swore the deputy was
trying to serve a warrant when
he was shot.

Though most of the wit-
nesses were friendly to Adams,
they were simply telling the truth
without realizing they were hurt-
ing his case. It soon became ap-
parent that the state had a strong
circumstantial case, and Adam’s
only hope was for someone to
produce the real killer.

This posed a dilemma for the

The Best Years!



families in Cloud’s Cove. Though
they knew Adams was innocent,
the only way to prove it was by
giving up one of their own.

The best course, everyone
agreed, was to let the trial take
its course and hope Adams
would be found innocent. Also
agreed, was that no one else
would give evidence for the state.

Over the next several days the
trial was delayed numerous
times while Sheriffs deputies
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searched frantically for missing
witnesses. The few who did ap-
pear in court were so intimi-
dated that their answers were
reduced to “I don’'t know,” and
“I don’'t remember.”

The fact that they were faced
by almost two hundred specta-
tors, many of whom were from
Cloud's Cove, made the situa-
tion extremely delicate for any-
one brave enough to take the
stand.

Regardless ofthe witnesses
reluctance to testify, Alden
Adams was found guilty of first
degree murder. The judge, evi-
dently having an idea of what
had happened, overruled the
verdict and found him guilty of
second degree murder, sentenc-
ing him to 15 years. z

Ironically, the hijackings,
which had plagued the
moonshiners and caused
McMinn’s death, continued for
months afterwards. It was ap-
parent to everyone that the
wrong man had been killed.

For the first several years of
his sentence, Adams wrote
people in Cloud's Cove almost
daily, pleading that they turn the
killer in. For awhile many people
wrote back to him, tactfully ig-
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noring his pleas, writing instead
of the weather and family mat-
ters. This only served to infuri-
ate Adams more, and his letters
became more insistent.

Many ofhis friends and rela-
tives, not knowing what else to
do, simply stopped writing.

In 1949, Alden Adams was
released from the state peniten-
tiary atKilby, Alabama. He moved
back to the Cove and began gath-
ering evidence to clear his name.

Times had changed in the
Cove by then. People no longer
bought the whiskey the way they
once did and jobs were scarce.
Many people were having a hard
time making ends meet.

Realizing this, Adams spread
the word he would pay a reward
of $1,000.00 to anyone who
would provide him with evidence
of McMinn's murderer.

The money was tempting.

Too tempting.

A short while later Alden
Adams heard a car pull up in
front ofhis house. When he went
to see who it was, he was met by
a hail of gunfire. He died in-
stantly.

Once again, Cloud’s Cove had
taken care ofiits own.

The End

WALKER HOUSE
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Hang Him High!

The South was at War. Communities were being ravaged by arsonists
and murderers operating under the protection of the Yankee army.
Local authorities were powerless to enforce the law.
In one of the most remarkable documents to come out of the Civil War
era, Captain Frank Gurley tells, in his own words, of wartime justice in

Before he died, Captain
Gurley himselfwrote an ac-
count of this incident which

follows:

"A friend told me that
there was a widow woman
living in the river hills up to
the night before and that a
man went to her home, as-
saulted her and her grown
daughter, and then killed all
the family, including the
mother, daughter and four

North Alabama!

other children. Among the lot was
alittle fat boy about four years old.
The man took this child by one leg
and beat his brains out against the
fireplace.

"The citizens caught the man
and carried him to the jail in old
Bellfonte, but he was under the
Yank's protection. The Yanks told
them that ifthey did not turn him
loose, they would turn him out and
put them in thejail.

"When [ got there that night, [

found the Yanks camped all over
the town with a patrol on the street
in front ofthejail. Two of my men
were with me and | was familiar
with the town and we took in the
situation. We hid our horses in a
dense woods close by and crawled
up near the jail, where we could
see the guard walkinghis beat. The
night was dark and cloudy. I had
dropped men along behind us to
protect our rear, and with one
man, got close to the guard. When
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the guard passed us, | left my
man and slicked across the pike
to the jail and was soon con-
cealed in the shade.

'l knew where thejailor slept,
and I got to his window and gave
a Masonic tap. He asked me who
[ was and I told him. He wanted
to know what[wanted. I told him
I wanted the prisoner. He said
the Yanks would kill him. I told
thejailor, who was also the sher-
iff, that I intended to take the
prisoner, or him, back with me.

"This was said to impress the
other prisoners and to save the
jailor from the Yankees when
they found the prisoner missing.

"The jailor then got up and
asked me if1 had a rope. [ told
him no. His wife told us where
there was one. He got the rope
and he and [ went down to the
dungeon and tied the prisoner.
When we were ready to go out, |
rubbed my pistol against his face
and asked him ifhe knew what
itwas, he said he did, and I told
him ifhe made any fuss, [ would
shoot him and then take care of
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myself.

"The man [ had left then
joined me. I made the prisoner
getdown on his knees, and when
the guard got in the right place,
we all crossed the picketline and
were soon getting out of danger.

"In a short time we were on
our horses with that big 200
pound prisoner up behind our
smallest man. But the load was
too heavy for the horse, so [ had
the man ride up under a nearby
tree. [ took a part ofthe rope the
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jail woman gave me and put it
around the prisoner's neck and
over a limb. Then [ rode out.

"The prisoner was so heavy,
the limb let his feet hit the
ground, so I took another part
of the rope and tied his feet up
so they could not touch the
ground. [ remained close to him
until he quit struggling and then
we all rode off."
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The
Huntsville
Pilgrimage
Association

The Huntsville Pilgrimage
Association, which celebrated its
tenth anniversary last year was
the inspiration of Jayne Lowry
and Leslie Crowson. These la-
dies were partners in Huntsville
Heritage Tours and had found on
their trips to famous pilgrimage
cities like Natchez and Savannah
that Huntsville has as much or
more to offer.

Their conviction was that
Huntsville, which offers world
renowned exhibits in space ex-
ploration and rocket develop-

ment, also offerers beautiful his-

toric areas rich with Southern

history. They found others in the

community who shared their

love ofHuntsville and its historic

past and organized the Board of
the Pilgrimage Association.

The first Pilgrimage, which
coincides with the blooming of
dogwoods in April, was April 13
& 14, 1985. The objective ofthe
organization was: “To advance
the appreciation and preserva-
tion of the historic heritage of
Huntsville and Madison County.
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Everyone associated with this
endeavor also realized the poten-
tial for bringing in tourists to
complement the attractions al-
ready having an economic im-
pact on Huntsville and Madison
County.

Since that first Pilgrimage ten
years ago over one hundred
homes in the two historic areas
and Madison County have been
open for tours. This has not only
drawn tourists to our area but
also offered an opportunity for
those who live here to experience
Huntsville's history as it occurs
through the architecture and
ambiance of these beautiful old
homes.

Proceeds from the Pilgrimage
have been used to replant trees
lost in both historic districts and
are now used for the restoration
and preservation of the historic
area of Maple Hill Cemetery.
When the Pilgrimage Association
became aware ofthe need in the
community to protect this part
of Huntsville's history, which is
victim to vandalism, they began
working with cemetery officials.

The Pilgrimage Association now
provides funds for craftsmen
and supplies to restore the his-
toric markers and the iron
fences that surround the plots.
Each year the Pilgrimage spon-
sors a stroll through the historic
part of the cemetery and has
been instrumental in much
needed restoration.

This April, when the dog-
woods bloom, the doors to more
beautiful Huntsville historic
homes will be opened for tours.

For more information about
tours and tickets please contact
the Huntsville Convention and
Visitors Bureau at (205) 533-
5723 or 1-800-772-2348. Pil-
grimage date: April 13-14, 1996.
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Love From
An 1890
Newspaper

Henry Matthews, a local
widower, aged eighty-two
years, was introduced to a
sixty-five year old widow
named Sarah Smith last Fri-
day. He resolved to marry her,
and wished twenty-four hours
of courtship to be ended with
a visit to the preacher Satur-
day night.

On Sunday, they were a
great attraction in church.
When he went home he gave
his bride $1,000 in addition
to the jewels already be-
stowed.

On Monday after a hearty
breakfast, she packed her
bags and left Matthews a note
saying she was going West,
and would send for him later
when she wanted him.

Matthews is still waiting.
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Henry Ford Was Right!

by Charles Rice

Some 60 or so years ago.
auto maker Henry Ford shocked
the nation by declaring, “History
is bunk.” Historians and educa-
tors immediately attacked Ford
as being (1) an ignoramus, (2)
anti-education, (3) a damn fool,
or (4) all ofthe above. He was in
fact none ofthem, but Ford suc-
ceeded in making his point.
Much of the what we learn in
schools today really isjust plain
bunk!

It's an unfortunate fact that
education is partisan. Govern-
ments, political parties, and even
churches have all had a hand in
deciding what goes into our

w
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school books. The resulting “his-
tory” has often been anything but
truthful. For example, look al-
most any American school “his-
tory of the world” and you will
find about 90 percent is on West-
ern Europe and North America.
Obviously, the rest of the world
must be mostly uninhabited.

In the United States, of
course, American history since
the Civil War has been defined
by Northern writers. This is not
only confined to the War Between
the States. American history
books have largely ignored the
real story ofthe founding of our
nation, which began right here
in the South.
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How many people know that
the first English speaking colony
in America was founded way
back in 1595 on Roanoke Island,
North Carolina? This first colony
was abandoned the same year,
but the Roanoke settlers re-
turned in 1597 to try again. This
second colony mysteriously dis-
appeared, becoming the fabled
Lost Colony ofAmerican history.
The third English attempt— and
the first successful one — was
made at Jamestown, Virginia, in

1607, thirteen years before the
Pilgrims ever set foot aboard the
Mayflower. In fact, the Pilgrims
were actually bound for Virginia
when the Mayflower landed at
Massachusetts. The captain sim-
ply dumped the Pilgrims ashore,
not wishing to sail the rest ofthe
way to Virginia!

A few years ago, Walt Disney
Enterprises were planning to
build an American history theme
park. Itwould begin by telling the
story of the Pilgrims. Someone
asked why they were omitting
Jamestown. A Disney spokes-
men replied that Virginia just
wasn't significant. [ guess not. It's
in the South.

For Disney’s information, the
House of Burgesses, the first
democratic legislature in
America, was established in Vir-
ginia one year before the Pilgrims
landed. The first African-Ameri-
cans also arrived in English
speaking America in 1619.
Think about that. Black Ameri-
cans were here before the Pil-
grims, and they weren't slaves
either. These first African-Ameri-
cans were indentured servants,
who became free after a few
year's labor and were granted
land and the right to vote. It
seems Southerners aren't really
important, no matter what color



they are. Incidentally, the first
Thanksgiving was held at
Jamestown, long before the Pil-
grims held their's.

Some politically correct his-
tory books may claim that the
Pilgrims came for religious free-
dom, while the Jamestown set-
tlers (if mentioned at all) came
to seek their fortune. What these
books neglect to tell us is that
the Pilgrims believed in religious
freedom for themselves and no-
body else! Catholics, Jews, and
even many Protestant denomina-
tions were banned from Puritan
New England. Significantly, poor
young Pocahontas married an
Englishman in Virginia. Note the
difference: Virginians married
Native Americans. New England
Puritans killed them off or sold
them into slavery.

Since the beginnings of
Southern history seem to have
been, “banned in Boston,” it's not
surprising the Confederacy gets
a short shrift. Why, the Confed-

eracy supported slavery, didn't
it?

But what about those 89
years that slavery was legal un-
der the Federal Constitution?
Slaves were actually sold within
sight ofthe White House and the
United States Supreme Court in
its Dredd Scott decision that Af-
rican-Americans were not and
could notbe U. S. citizens. Even
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant was a
slave owner, but that is seldom
mentioned.

So maybe Henry Ford was
right. Much ofthe so-called his-
tory we learn really is baloney.
Just take a look at your
children’s school books and see.

1t seldom occurs to
teenagers that they will
grow up and know as little

as theirparents one day.
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News
of the

Absurd

A family in New Jersey was
rudely awakened one night by
the sounds of a 50-pound ice
chunk crashing through their
roof, leaving a gaping hole more
than a foot in diameter - and
landing in and through the pan-
try. After a thorough investiga-
tion the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration identified the flying ob-
jectas an ice bomb, formed com-
pletely by waste matter from a
plane. It seems there had been
a leak in the toilet pipes of an
overflying plane.

Josh Evans, a candidate for
districtjudge, found out how the
voters really felt about him -
when they elected a dead man
in his place. Evans, 74, had pe-
titioned to remove his popular
opponent, Frank Ogden, as a
candidate for Judge because
Ogden was suffering from can-
cer. But the election board de-
clined to do so as there were no
laws that deemed a candidate
unworthy just because of ill
health.

Shortly afterwards Ogden
died, but remained on the bal-
lot. Even though the electorate
was aware ofthe fact that he had
died, they deemed him more
desirable than the (living) Josh
Evans, and defeated Evans by
more than 8,000 votes by voting
for the dead man.

For the cat who has every-
thing, a graduate student at
Oklahoma State University has
developed the ultimate answer -
the Kitty Video. It features a full
30 minutes of chirping birds.
According to the college newspa-
per, the student got the idea for
making a video tape while she
was watching a documentary on
birds, and noticed that her cat,
Kitty, was paying strict attention.
“He started meowing and claw-
ing at the screen. He even looked
behind the television to see
where the birds were.” Good
news for cat owners who bought
the tape - a sequel is on the way.

Twenty-one people were
killed in the Great Molasses
Flood ofJanuary 15, 1919 when
a 90-foot tall storage tank burst,
sending a wave of molasses
through the streets in the north
end of Boston. Several buildings

VAXA

A All Natural
zj( Products Allow
1 Your Body to
AAddress Every-
day lliness

See for Yourself
at:
Buy-Wise Drugs
444 \Wynn Drive
Huntsville, Ala.

were knocked from their foun-
dations, and dozens of horses
were so badly mired in the goop
that they had to be destroyed.
The smell ofmolasses hung over
Boston for many weeks after
that.

The Book Legger

"The Reader’s Bookstore"”
Paperbacks - Hardbacks

Good Selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used &
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half
price.

S895-0082

Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm
Sun 1pm - 5pm
4001 - C Holmes Avenue Huntsville, Ala.



Postal employee Earl Miller
spent his life working hard for
the Postal Service. When he died
at 94, he was cremated and the
remains were mailed to his niece
in Pennsylvania. Somehow, how-
ever, Earl got lost in the mail. A
postal worker in Lancaster, Pa.,
who was working on a nation-
wide search for Uncle Earl’s urn,
failed to alleviate everyone’s wor-
ries when he commented, “Ifit
was mailed, it's got to be some-
where!”

The first West German to re-
ceive an artificial heart was not
told the news. It was reasoned
by his doctors that if he heard
his own heart had been removed
and replaced with an artificial
device, he might become very
agitated and have a heart attack.

An Oklahoma man who was
irate because his wife had hired
a collection agency to go after her
$17,500 divorce settlement,
hired a security company to pick
up the money at his bank - all in
quarters, dimes and nickels. He
arranged to have the money - all
in 30 bags of coins and weighing
over a ton - delivered to the
lawyer’s office on a Friday after-
noon, after the banks had closed.

L knew /
wanted baby when I saw

un-

that my bath toys were

a to 1 Jb.

History of Podiatry

The advent offoot care can be traced back to 2500 BC
in ancient Egypt.

Podiatry as a medical discipline began in 18th century
France and England. It was then termed Chiropody.

Podiatry as we know ittoday has evolved into a special-
ized medical discipline thataddresses surgical and nonsur-
gical treatment ofthe foot. This may include corns, calluses,
bunions, heel pain and many more problems.

Dr. Richard Lee Freeman ofAlabama Medical & Sur-
gical announces the association of Dr. Angela Murphy to
offerthe bestpodiatric medical care encompassing 20 years
of experience and cutting-edge medical knowledge and
technology.

Alabama Medical & Surgical
808 Turner Street
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

(205) 533-4272

We accept most major insurance plans-

N

BC/BS - PMD - MEDICARE

"No representation is made about the quality ofservices to be performed or ofthe expertise ofthe physicians
performing such services."

Kfrjj
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Marinated Vegefables

Broccoli

Cauliflower

Squash

White mushrooms

Carrots

Red and Yellow Peppers

| large bottle Kraft Zesty Ital-
ian dressing

In a large bowl, break up the
washed vegetables into bite-sized
pieces. Pour the whole bottle of
dressing over the vegetables and
mix well. Seal and let set over-
night in fridge, turning at least
once. Drain and serve with
toothpicks.

e Restaurant With
The Trains

-Savory Ranch Mixture

Pretzels

Pecans

Cheerios

Rice Chex

Corn Chex

Cheesits

| envelope Hidden Valley
Ranch dressing mix (dry)

1/2 bottle Orville R.'s pop-
corn buttery oil

In a large bowl, mix about
two cups each of the cereals,
pretzels, Cheesits and nuts.
Pour the 1/2 bottle ofoil over the
mixture and stir well. Sprinkle

halfthe dressing mix (dry) over
the mixture and stir well. Add
the remaining mix and toss well.
Serve immediately or store in
Ziploc freezer bags.

2 sticks margarine

2 c. self-rising flour

2 c. grated sharp Cheddar
cheese

2 ¢. Rice Krispies

| t. cayenne pepper

1/2 t. garlic powder

Mix all ingredients together
well, will be very stiff. Roll the
mixture into small balls - about
the size of a large pecan - and
flatten gently. Bake on greased
cookie sheets at 300 degrees for
30 minutes or so. These are
good warm but also freeze very
well.

Deviled Muskrooms

2 1b. mushroom caps (no
stem)

8 0z. pkg. cream cheese

6 1/2 ox. can deviled ham

2 t. garlic powder

Mix the cream cheese, ham
and garlic powder. Grease a cas-



serole dish with butter and place
mushroom caps in. Spoon the
cheese mixture into the caps and
bake at 350 degrees for 20-30
minutes.

Rolled Tortilla Bites

8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, soft-
ened

4 oz. can chopped green chil-
ies, drained

4 oz Jar chopped pimento,
drained

1/2 ¢. chopped ripe olives

10 6-inch flour tortillas

Salsa

In a small bowl combine the
first four ingredients and mix
well. Spread a heaping table-
spoon on each tortilla and roll it
up. Place, seam side down, on a
plate. Cover and refrigerate for
2 hours. Cut each roll into 6 1-
inch pieces and serve with salsa
and toothpicks.

Mini Cheesecakes

3 8-0z. pkg. cream cheese,
softened

5 eggs

| c. sugar

2 t. vanilla

Mix the above ingredients til
smooth and pour into foil cup-
cake liners that have been placed
in the cupcake tins. Fill the lin-
ers 3/4 full and bake at 325 de-
grees for 25 minutes.

| 8-0z. carton sour cream

1/4 c. sugar

| t. vanilla

Mix together and put | tea-
spoon of the mixture on each
cupcake while hot and back in
oven for 3-5 minutes. Top with
maraschino cherries.

Barb's Hof Shrimp Dip

1 large onion, chopped

3 cloves garlic, crushed

3 mild banana peppers,
chopped

3 Jalapeno peppers, chopped

2 medium tomatoes,
chopped

2 Ibs. cream cheese, cubed

1/2 1b. cooked shrimp,
chopped small

salt and pepper to taste

In a large crock or stew pot,
put the vegetables. Add the
cheese and slowly heat til the
cheese is melted, mix well. Let
simmer for a few minutes, then
add the shrimp at the last
minute. Stir well and serve with
hot crispy tortilla chips.
Delicious!

Artichoke Dip

| ¢. mayonnaise

| can artichoke hearts,
drained and chopped

12 oz. skim milk mozzarella
cheese, grated

page 17
| c. Parmesan cheese, grated
Triscuits

Mix all except crackers and
pour in a baking/serving dish.
Bake at 325 degrees for 25 min-
utes. Serve hot with Triscuits.

SW
you ever seen eight cats

pullin i

The

Old Huntsville
Book of Recipes
and Household Tips

This will quickly become

yourfavorite cookbook!
Only 15.95

Pifgy Ann Bakery

Decorated Cakes

Est. 1953

For All

Occasions
Order Now...
Valentine Cakes, Petit Fours, Cupcakes and
Cookies. Also, Cookie Trays & Decorated
Valentine Cookies.

Open Monday - Saturday 7amto 6 pm

Located at Rear ofParkway City Mall
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Civil War News
from Jackson

County
Huntsville Daily Confeder-
ate, Feb. 13, 1864

From Jackson County, Ala-
bama. Recent advises from
Jackson County, Ala., represent
the terrible devastation through-
out the county, except where
there are mountain defiles and
fastnesses favorable for guerrilla
operations. We are told that Maj.
Lemuel G. Mead is operating in
that county with five companies,
and with good effect - that he,
recently, captured and brought
out 20 prisoners. He remains,
with his men, in the county and
subsists them there, at points,
where itwould be dangerous for
the Yankees to travel and they
are discreet enough not to at-
tempt it. There are three Tory
companies there - one raised in

Jackson County, the Captain of

which is [Ephraim] Latham,
who deserted from the 50th Ala.,

(in which he held the rank of

Lieutenant,) about a year ago.
The other two companies are
from DeKalb County, Alabama.
The Yankees feel contempt for
them and stigmatize them as the
Ist Alabama Tory Battalion. We
are told that one ofthe miscre-
ants - Sample by name, not long

since, went to the house of Elias
Barbour, a true Southerner, and
beat Mrs. Barbour with a hickory
withe, and only desisted when
her daughter, heroically, seized
an axe and drove him off. We are,
also, told that an old "Rebel"
woman, living near Bellefonte,
was struck by a Yankee, with a
stick, on the back of her neck,
breaking it. The Courthouse and
all ofthe block on the West side
ofthe Square, in Bellefonte, have
been burnt by the Yankees. One
of'the parties from whom we get
our information, represents that
he was under arrest at Stevenson
and had an opportunity oflearn-
ing the sentiments of Sherman's
Corps on the question ofreenlist-
ment, and they, generally, de-
clared that they would not reen-
list. Another said, he did not be-
lieve over ten men to a company
had reenlisted.

Why is it that none of”
the men in those beer

commercials have

beer bellies?

NEW HOURS!
Mon-12:30-6:30
Tue-Fri- 9-11/12:30-6:30
Sat-9-6
We Now Carry LGB!

All G Scale 25% Off- All The Time!
Your Source For European Trains!

service

For expert repair ofaudio/video equipment

Factory authorized service

center for22 manufacturers

1318 Putnam Dr.

722-9889
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Has A First Federal
Priced Mortgage

From 1879 newspaper
BUILDING AND GROWING WITHALABAMA

On December 12, ofthe year 2310 Market Place SW, Suite B Huntsville, Ala.
last, my son was murdered by Call (205) 551-0123
Leon Culpepper, late of this . .
county. /fyou didn't selectjust any house then
[ will trade my real property don't selectjust any mortgage company!
consisting ofone house, 24 acres
with fresh water and 32 head of SPECIALIZING IN
stock for the dead body of
Culpepper. An additional $ 1,000 Conventional fixed rate & Adjustable rate mortgages
per carcass will be paid for the FHA and VA loans
bodies of other parties involved, Short-term construction & construction permanent loans
if accompanied by proof. Fixed rate balloon & bi-weekly mortgages
Culpepper's body must be Bond & MCC Programs
delivered to my home and be FmHA Loans
recognizable.

Your mortgage specialists: Betty Boykin, Mortgage Officer/Branch Manager

Inquiries should be sent to Kathleen Chandler, Mortgage Officer or Martha Gilstrap, Mortgage Officer

Frank Sharp of Colbert County.

Today There’s
MIRACLE-EAR

Hearing Loss can occur at any age.
Don't miss a word ofyour child's school
play. Don't miss a note ofyourfavorite
symphony. After all, it's the little things

that count the most.

Th* Mirage "
Hearing

Miracle Eﬁf

Haart* SpM W taus:

B—iJeHepmitiglai & i i vsry ing on proper fit, severity ofhearing loss, accuracy ofevaluation and ability to adapt to amplification
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Huntsville
Heresay

By Billy Joe Cooley

and His Unidentified Sources

Thanks to one and all for the
prayers during my recent heart
bypass surgery at Huntsville
Hospital. Drs. Michael Ridner,
Stancil Riley and the other
skilled professionals have me on
the road to recovery.

Hot gossip: Newt Gingrich's
staffis makinglots ofphone calls
to Huntsville. Seems that a visit
might be in the works.

One rumor is that Dwayne
Freeman is looking at the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner's job.
If so, lots of prospects will line
up for his Senate job.

Our waitress pal Sally Buck
(University Quincy's) has turned
76. "Politicians are the biggest
tippers," says she, "as long as
somebody else is paying." I left
her a jar of Catherine Wilson's

chow-chow. She sells it at her
booth in Limestone Flea Market.
It also helped Bianca Cox get
over the flu.

Table  talk: Earnest
Kauffman and Dean O'Ferrell
are two people losing interest in
the mayor's race. Money and
name recognition are the ru-
mored reasons.

Preacher Byron Laird and
his Tilly were part of the crowd
the other night at Carlton
Brady's annual gospel quartet
concert in Fayetteville. Carlton's
current Singing Ambassadors
group is his finest yet. They've
started singing more old-time
"radio" songs. A good sign. He
owns WBXR radio (1140-AM in
Fayetteville).

Expect a referendum on the

next ballot. Chuck Shaffer, lo-
cal mover and shaker, has re-
portedly formed a Citizens' Coa-
lition outfit to remove downtown
parking meters. Says Shaffer: "It
only takes 4,000 names to get it
on the ballot. We can get that
many walking in our sleep." Glen
Watson, running for City Coun-
cil against Jim Putnam, says he
will be the first to sign the peti-
tion. Other sources say Putnam
is testing the waters for his own
possible run for mayor.

Vivacious Jeune Blackmon
and daughter Tracey at Alabama
Balloon Co., have ignored the
political pundits and spent their
time decorating homes and halls
all over town during the holi-
days. Tracey married Donald
Farley since our lastvisit. Jeune
and Clift Critelli were invaluable
during my recovery.

Visit with the ladies & gentlemen of

FINNEGAN'S IRISH PUB

And Enjoy Your Heritage

South Parkway

(Next to Joe Davis Stadium)



So, what's Bill Kling's politi-
cal intents? Don't look for an
answer anytime soon. Bill's play-
ing his cards close to the chest.

Best sure bet in the next City
Council election is Richard
Showers by a landslide.

Brad Burns of Redstone Fed-
eral got a fine haircut the other
day from P'nut Wilson at Jack-
son Way Barbershop while lis-
tening to all the political gossip.
He and Wendy Barkley recently
married. Meanwhile, in the next
chair sat Maysville General
Store's Johnny Frazier. He's the
mayor of Maysville

Latest word on the mayor’s
race is that a County Commis-
sioner and an owner of a com-
puter store will both throw their
names in at the last moment.
Could this mean that John
Cockerham wants to move to
City Hall?

Cindi Lovejoy and Erik
Moller keep business flowing at
Burch & Hatfield formal shop,
Parkway City. Business will be
booming soon as politicians be-
gin reserving tuxedos for victory
parties. Meanwhile, the staffwill
be celebrating around Nancy
Marie Luce's singalong piano at
Finnegan's Irish place.

Insiders tell us that ex-Sher-
iff Joe Patterson and School
Board member Jim Patterson
are both looking at the County
Commissioner'sjob now held by
Tillman Hill. But, expect bar-
ber Floyd Hardin to call the
shots in this race.

Another county commission
contest to watch will be incum-
bent Glen Nunley and Dale

Strong. An upset brewing?

Gossip: David Driscoll of
Durham Advertisingis handling
Ken. Arnold's race for mayor.
After looking at David's track
record, we predict Ken will fast
be a major player for the job.
Question is whether he'll snag
votes from Lorretta Spencer or
Larry Mullins.

Barbara Reed and I spent a
day at Bell Buckle Cafe, then
journeyed off to Murfreesboro,
where Huntsville’s Harold
Klusendorfand Franklin's Doug
Lindgren are staffers.

Opera singer Pam Dale and
[ lunched with ex-gov Jim
Folsom the other day. As forJim
in future politics: he just
grinned.

And finally: Have a good day.
Aunt Eunice, we love you.
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VAXA

Need Less
Appetite?
Desire More
Energy?

Try VAXA Citrislim Bars
-an all Natural Product-
Today at
Buy Wise Drugs
444 Wynn Dr.
Huntsville, Ala.

for more information:
CALL
(205) 882-0299
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Poor White Trash

Thefollowing letter was submitted by
B.L Landrith. It was discovered among his

mother's belongings.

Mary Edwards Brown was a
tiny, frail, straight-backed, old
lady living in a one-room apart-
ment in Springfield, Ill., not far
from the Lincoln house. [ visited
her twice in 1956. She was 90
years old then. Her mother was
Mary Todd Lincoln's sister.

Her mother said they (Lin-
coln and Mary) married rather
hurriedly because Mary's father
said Lincoln was, "poor white
trash,”" and wouldn't have his
daughter marry him and threat-
ened to cause trouble.

Though it was the grandfa-
ther who made the trouble and
forced Mary to write a letter
breaking offthe engagement.

Butthey met secretly and de-
cided to get married that
evening so the mother and the
two married sisters worked all
day. She baked one of her fa-
mous cakes. It was still warm
at the wedding--well, good
enough for plebeians.

Itwas in that same house 24
years later that Mary Edwards
Brown was bom. Grandmother

Edwards was the flower of the
Todd family. She always had her
nose in a dictionary.

In Feb., 1861 President elect
(Lincoln) left Springfield for the
last time. It was raining when he
made his farewell address and
people cried.

When the funeral train re-
turned to Springfield the tracks
were so slippery with crushed
flowers the train was delayed 3
hours because it had to plow

Make the Rest of Your Life,
the Best of Your Life!

esigned especially for people 55 and over,

Senior Horizons is a Seniors program from

Huntsville Hospital offering special privi-

leges, hospital discounts, health-related
activities and practical information to help you take
better care of yourself.

When you join Senior Horizons, you'll receive
special benefits like Free Exercise Classes, Insurance
Claim Filing Assistance, Cafeteria Discounts, Health
Screenings, Seminars and Special Activities, just to

name a few.

Call Senior Horizons

at 517-7950 for an
Enrollment Form and
more information on
the services offered by
Senior Horizons and
join over 9,000 of
your fellow seniors in

this program.

SENICR
HORJZONS

- "frrb

517-7950

911 Adams Street Suites B&C
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NAILS?

BUT I ORDERED SNAILS!

IF | WANTED NAILS, THE
ONLY PLACE ID GO WOULD

Be DILWORTH LUMBER!

He's right, folks. Dilworth Lumber has any nail
for any job you can think of. To go with
all those nails, we also have Treated

Redwood - Maple - Birch -
Cherry - Mahagony - Walnut -
Fir - White & Yellow Pine -
Poplar & Oak - Ash - Cypress
Basswood - Local Red Cedar -

Treated Lumber & Paneling -
Custom Cutting - Marine
Plywood.

BUT WE DON'T HAVE
SNAILS!

(at least, we don't think so!)

Established 1907
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The Social Delay

Everybody around South
Pittsburgh knew that Clinton
Knight drove from his Fiery Giz-
zard farm into town every day at
about sundown, a distance of
some six miles.

He would Join some of his
pals for a few beers and games
ofbilliards at Reynold's Pool Hall
and would bring a bottle of fine
moonshine whiskey along, just
in case one or two of the boys
thirsted for something stronger.
As for Clinton's own drinking
habits, he never touched a drop
until he was in the second or
third billiard game.

One Friday afternoon he set
out on his usual journey, but as
he drove down the Fiery Gizzard
Road and neared the intersec-
tion of U.S. 72, which was the
main highway between Chatta-
nooga and Huntsville, he mis-
judged and his foot crambed
down hard on the gas pedal in-
stead ofthe brake pedal.

His 20-year-old Ford pickup
lurched and zipped out into the
highway, directly into the path of
a fancy red convertible that was
traveling at breakneck speed and

carrying a halfdozen college kids
home to Alabama for the week-
end.

Fortunately, there was no
damage to Clinton's well-built
old truck, except for a bent
bumper, but the pretty red con-
vertible sustained an awful lot of
front-end damage and had ca-
reened into a roadside ditch.

The collegians, none of
whom was injured, came piling
out of the car in an angry rage
and spewing nasty insults at Mr.
Clinton Knight. It was obvious
that they all were majoring in
smart-aleckness at the great
Chattanooga university.

They even challenged the le-
gitimacy of Mr. Knight's birth.

"Now, now, gents," said Clin-
ton, rubbing his chin and trying
to calm the situation. "The acci-
dentis probably my fault and my
insurance company will settle
right handsomely with y'all. As
a matter of fact, | won't dispute
it ifyou guys want to even claim
a few neck and back injuries, if
you get my drift."

They got his drift, okay, and
suddenly smiles were every-

For Results,
Call...

Angie Jones

Your Relocation Specialist

Remax

Huntsville



where.

"To show y'all my good inten-
tions," said Clinton, 'let me share
alittle cheer with you." With that,
he produced a gallon of fine
moonshine which he had bought
the day before from Wheeler
Troxell, akindly gentwho helped
to service our community with
spirits when the need arose,
which was often.

Clinton passed the jug
around and each of the now-
friendly and well-lubricated col-
lege boys took a few generous
swigs. After the jug had been
passed among the students sev-
eral times, he put the lid back
on the container and set it down
beside the wreckage.

"Aren't you gonna have a
drink with us?" one of'the boys
asked.

"Ohyes, ofcourse | am," said
Clinton, 'just as soon as the po-
lice get here and leave."

Excerpted from a book of
Billy Joe Cooley's classic stories
which will be published in the
summer.

Eggnog Party in
Paint Rock Valley”®

An early landmark in up-
per Paint Rock Valley was Cox's
Still House, on Clear Creek.
Oddly enough, some innocent
Jollification turned sour for a
group of Union soldiers at the
Still House one day in 1864.
About 40 ofthe boys in blue had
retired to the secluded spot,
meaning to take time out from
the brutal War Between the
States. The yankees quickly con-
fiscated all the whisky they could
find, intending to make some egg
nog with the milk and eggs they
had stolen from local farmers.

Unfortunately, they made so
much racket that some of"Bush-
whacker" Johnston's Confeder-
ates heard them. The Johnny
Rebs sent several of their men
to slip around behind the
yankees. Meanwhile, the rest of
the Confederates set an ambush
alongthe road. Without warning,
the Confeds in advance opened

What's It like to have a Chimney Fire?

Don't find out!

Clean your chimney
annually.

Chimney

J*F1

%0

SAFHOME

for a free estimate

Geaninj£

sauna

828-7972

fire into the carousing yankees.
Panic stricken, the blue coats
dropped their booze and fled
straight into the ambush.

When the yankees sobered
up, they were faced with the
double humiliation of having a
hangover and being taken
prisoners.

Plumbing, Electrical
Heating,
Air Conditioning

SERVICE
IS OUR
BUSINESS

SINCE
1884

[

")

Hall B.
Bryant, Jr.

Proprietor ri
J
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The
Rock
Crusher

by Barbara Corazzi

Growing up in Huntsville was
great fun. [ have been away from
my hometown for far too many
years, but circumstances and
fate have taken me to live in
many different parts ofthe coun-
try. As a rule I have enjoyed my
life and the different people and
customs, but Huntsville will al-
ways be home, and I get back as
often as [ can.

My parents were plain, hard
working people who took good
care ofme and my brothers and
sisters. My mother raised six
children of her own as well as
her brothers and sisters, as my
grandmother died at an early
age.
Spring and summer were my
favorite times ofthe year and that
meant only one thing to me-get
outside and explore the country-
side! My brother Pete, Uncle
David Harbin and [ would leave
early in the morning, with some-
thing to eatthatwas easy to carry
as we would be gone all day long,
and head for the hills. We lived
in the foothills of Monte Sano
and not very far from the "Rock
Crusher" which was alittle south
of where Wells Avenue and the
Old Toll Gate or Mountain Road
met.

Since we were 9 to 14 years
old, everything was an adventure
to us; we could not pass up that
big hole in the ground. We spent

a lot of time and energy there.
We climbed up and down look-
ing for the most dangerous
spots. Luckily, we never got hurt,
but looking back, we got into
some situations that could have
had bad results. | guess we had
someone looking over us.

One of our favorite games
was sliding down the dirt wall of
the rock crusher. We would get a
cardboard box or something
similar, hop on and take the ride
of our lives. Great Fun!!!

[ remember a huge boulder
at the bottom. There was a fairly
good sized cave like opening at
one end, and we would make up
stories aboutburied treasure. We
would crawl inside and pretend
we were treasure hunters. Of

course we never found anything.
Lucky for us we didn't find any
snakes or spiders or anything
like that either.

Visits to Huntsville often take
me back to that place of my
childhood. Although I am in fa-
vor of progress, | am sad to see
how it has all changed over the
years.

[ don't know whether the
rock crusher is still there or how
one would get to it, but [ would
sure like to try sliding down it
once more.

No one
is ever old enough

to know better.

-LAWREN S

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE. ALABAMA 35801

BRIDRL REGISTRY

Chino, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
linen, Cookware.

Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal,
Fine linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.



The No

Show

Wedding

By Helen Miller, from, her book
“To Live and Die in Dixie”

Of all the family gatherings
we had, none was ever larger or
caused as much excitement, hys-
teria and embarrassment as the
wedding of my cousin Lucile
Whaley, Aunt Mary’s daughter.

[ remember it well - it was a
beautiful day out at the house
where [ was born near Grandpa
and Grandma’s farm. Cars were
parked alongside horses and
buggies under the trees in the
shade. Menfolks were grouped
about discussing politics, how
hot it was, and wondering all
about this fellow Lucile was
about to marry.

We children were instructed
to stay out ofthe house because
there was too much going on in-
side. We chose the porch and
joggled on thejogglingboard that
Mama and Daddy had left out
there when they moved into
town. After what seemed like a
half-day, curiosity finally got the
best ofme and [ slipped into the
house to get firsthand info on
what was going on. Clara Mae
and Sudie wouldn't dare disobey
Mama'’s instructions to stay out-
side. There were women and
more women all dolled up and
everyone busy as a bee. At the
end ofthe living room there was
a small table with white lace and
candles. They called it an “im-
provised altar” with beautiful
flowers placed around the

mantle in the background.

Lucile’s father was a Baptist
minister who would perform the
ceremony and this was the spot
they would say, “I do.” In the din-
ing room there were more tables
with white cloths and one with a
big wedding cake in the center.
On the other tables there was
food of all kinds - turkey and
dressing with all the trimmings,
salads, and breads because folks
coming to a big country wedding
expected more than just a piece
of cake.

[ remember the women whis-
pering to each other and look-
ing attheir watches saying some-
thing about, “over an hour late
now.” [ was sent back outon the
porch and it was easy to see that
the menfolks were getting impa-
tienttoo. The whole problem was
the groom was late - very late!
In fact, some folks had begun to
leave.

I slipped back inside and
heard a lot of commotion com-
ing from one of the bedrooms
andjust got a quick peek inside
long enough to see Lucile sitting
on the side ofa bed in her white
dress crying hysterically with a
bunch of womenfolk trying des-
perately to console her.
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Daddy’s brother. Uncle John,
musthave figured it all out, how-
ever, and saved face for the di-
sastrous situation. He left the
house for awhile, then drove up
in the yard, got out of his car,
hurried up the steps, came into
the living room and called every-
one together. He then pulled a
yellow Wester Union telegram
from his inside pocket, put on
his glasses and began to read. |
don’t remember all the words
but it said something about,be-
ing “unavoidably delayed” and
they would have to be married
at a later date. By then it was al-
most dark and everyone left, dis-
appointed and feeling very sorry
for Lucile. It was the topic of con-
versation for weeks afterwards.

They did marry later, but I
never saw her again.

Simplified IRS tax
[Tl
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Simple Uncontested

Two

° SI12S Attorney Fees
B 1rthdays (plus court costs)
by Tommie J. Miller BANKRUPTCY
Beginning at

Wouldn't it be great to have two birthdays every year? Well my 1 1 50 (plus court
mother Velma Miller does, only she didn'tknow it for over 50 years.

Born on a farm on December 23, 1910 in McNary County, Ten- NATHAN E. PORTER
nessee, it was the responsibility ofher parents to send in her record Air
of birth to the County Seat. Apparently her mother got around to Afford
doing that on January 23, 1911 and by mistake put that date as 15:

the date ofbirth. And so it was recorded.
In the early part of this century birth records weren't all that
important and it was never corrected. She married my father in
1928 and raised six children without ever needing her birth certifi-
cate. They moved to Madison County in 1954.
At some point in her fifties she decided she needed her birth *Higher With Children
certificate and sent to Nashville for a copy and when she received it
found out her birth date was recorded as January 23, 1911. For o representation is made iatihe aually of
N | gal service ¢ X performed i safer tl
over halfa century she celebrated her birthday in December and  the quality of legal services performed by other
now she had two birthdays. lawyers.
It might have been Just an error in completing forms but I like
to think that she just deserves two birthdays because she always
worked twice as hard at being a good mother and she is.

"HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MOM!" lie -

Since 1982, The Cat's Meow Village has been collectedfor its
historic charm. We have a large selection in stock with Th e

THE CAT'S MEOW VILLAGE new shipments arriving monthly.
Hen's Nest
First Methodist Church Huntsville RR Depot Harrison Brothers
We Mail Nationwide. We Personalize in-stock
. , 112 Bob Wallace Ave.
Call or Write Vs Items and Create Personalized

far more Information. Treasuresjustfar You. (2 05) 536-1022



shot through the heart, devoid
ofany spark oflife.

On the counter was found a
pair ofpistols, one ofwhich was
discharged and a piece of paper
containing the following words:
"l do solemnly swear in the pres-
ence of Almighty God, that I will
relinquish all claims to
Catherine Farrer, and I acknowl-
edge myselfto be a base liar."

Fuller states, he asked War-
ren to sign it, and upon his re-
fusal, he presented him with a
pistol, and told him to defend
himself, and upon his rejecting

Sho Cklng it, he shot him.

But the probability is, that
Incident!

From 1820 Alabama
Republican newspaper

A letter from Mr. George S.
Boardman, a missionary in In-
diana, received here by Rev. Mr.
Jones, informs us of the death
ofMr. Palmer Warren, late ofthis M&EQSU o
town, in the 23rd year ofhis age,
who was deliberately shot, at
Lawrenceburg, Ind. on the 10th
of January. The following por-
tions are extractions from the
letter.

Palmer Warren, the son of
Elijah and Abigail Warren ofyour
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when Warren refused to sign the
paper, Fuller Instantly shot him.

Fuller is now in prison, and
justifies himself. He is an avowed
disciple of Paine, and has deter-
mined to destroy himselfby re-
fusing sustenance. This shock-
ing event has spread a gloom
over the whole village, and awak-
ened the sympathies of our na-
ture.

bikini wax.

LINDA KAMERMAN
GRI

village has been shot by a ruffian. LYNN WATTS ED COLLINS CAROLINE LIGHTFOOT

Warren, it appears, was engaged

to be married to a respectable Our Team iS Growing.'

and amiable young lady, to whom
Ariasas Fuller was attached.
Fuller was determined to prevent
the match; and after finding that
every attempt with the lady
proved unsuccessful, resorted to
this last desperate act.

On Monday last, the day pre-
vious to the one fixed for the wed-
ding, Fuller followed Warren to
his office and closed the door.
Immediately the report of a pis-
tol was heard, and when people
assembled, Warren was found
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From The Year 1943 gs
Allies Land In Italy

8th Army Leads, With Naval - Air Cover

Allied Headquarters in North
Africa - The Allies have breached
the fortress of Europe. On the
fourth anniversary ofFrance and
England's declaration of war
against Germany, Allied troops
are striving to establish a bridge-
head on the Italian side of the
Strait of Messina.

Under the thunderous sup-
port of Allied air and sea power,
British and Canadian forces of
the British 8th Army crossed the
narrow strip ofwater to bring the
war at long last to the Continent
that Germany has enslaved.

Preceded by a thunderous
artillery barrage across the strait
and by a number of reconnais-
sance landings, the main party
set foot on the mainland at 10:30
RM. Eastern War Time.

No details were available on
either this morning's historic as-
sault or the previous reconnais-
sance missions. The latter were
plainly those referred to in Ger-
man broadcasts as landing at-
tempts beginning on Aug. 29,
which the Germans said had
been repulsed with heavy losses.

A Mutual Broadcasting Sys-

tems commentator, speaking
from Algiers, quoted an official
Allied spokesman today as say-
ing that the Allies were appar-
ently involved in heavy fighting.

A special dispatch issued
from London said merely, "Allied
forces under General
Eisenhower continued their ad-
vance. British and Canadian
troops of the 8th Army, sup-
ported by Allied sea and air
power, attacked across the Strait
of Messina early today and
landed on the mainland ofTtaly."

Nazi's Coming
To Huntsville

Huntsville - Chambers Con-
struction Co. has been awarded
a $24,000 contract to build a
facility for German POW's at
Redstone Arsenal. Most of the
prisoners are from Rommel's
Afrika Corps and are expected
to be employed in agricultural
work. Civilian workers at the
Arsenal are cautioned against
having anything to do with the
prisoners.

In other Arsenal news, it is
reported that large quantities of
chemical munitions, captured
from the Nazis, are to be stowed
at specially built facilities.

Hard Times

The Civil War in Huntsville and North Alabama
by Charles Rice

The most complete work ever published on the Civil War in
Huntsville. Absolutely a must for anyone interested in
Huntsville's heritage.

To order, send $15.95 + $2.00 postage to Hard Times,
716 E. Clinton Ave., Huntsville, Al., 35801
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War News Summarized Apeq Whiskey

In London, Prime Minister Winston Churchill pledged that af-
ter Hitler's defeat "every man, every ship and airplane in the King's
service that can be spared will be moved to the Pacific front to help

in crushing the Imperial Army."

Reports ofan Allied landing in France nextyear have been greatly
exaggerated according to the Allied Commander. "Our plans now

are the same they have always been - To secure a base of opera-

tions in Italy and work our way up the boot."

Heavy devastation is reported in Berlin as the latest wave of

Flying Fortresses delivered abelated birthday greeting to Germany's
Fuhrer. The bombing set offnumerous fires causing smoke clouds
visible from over a hundred miles distant.

A landing at Nassau Bay ten
miles south of Salamaus in New
Guinea has been reported to
have been successfully com-
pleted with minimum casualties
sustained. Heavy aerial bom-
bardment preceded the landing.

Officials in Washington say
that the war for 1943 will cost
71 billion dollars. Public debt is
up to 140 billion, while the defi-
cit stands at 55 billion.

Madison
County,!
Purchases B-24

Huntsville - Residents of
Madison County have set a
state record in purchasing war
bonds. The $446,000 raised
will be used to purchase a Lib-
erator B-24 bomber that will
be named, "The Madison
County, Alabama."

In other county news, a
new housing project located
on Seminole Drive, had its
grand opening last week. The
project is named Binford
Court in honor of the late
Henry C. Binford.

The project is one of the
most modern facilities in the
state.

Runners
Beware

Huntsville - Police Chief
Herman Giles recently an-
nounced the purchase of two-
way radios for the city's police
cars. Itis expected the radios will
help to put a stop to the county's
whiskey runners who have been
operating with impunity so far.
The radios have been tried suc-
cessfully so far in Birmingham
and Mobile. Giles is quoted as
saying, "The benefits will justify
the cost."

Confederate
Reunion

Huntsville - A piece ofhistory
has faded into the background
as Confederate Veterans un-
furled their flags for the last time.
The last official reunion of the
comrades in gray was marked by
John Steger placing a wreath of
flowers at the base of the Con-
federate statue. A volunteer
honor guard was provided by
soldiers stationed atthe Arsenal.

With few people attending, it
was unanimously decided to
make this the last official re-
union.

Big Spring Safe From Enemies

Huntsville - In ajoint statement issued by Mayor McAllister
and Huntsville Police ChiefHerman Giles, assurances were given
that adequate measures have been put in place to protect
Huntsville's water supply from possible enemy sabotage. Mayor
McAllister says at this time there are no plans to erect a fence
around the headwaters ofthe Big Spring.

Madison County Deputies and Huntsville City Police are
jointly patrolling the spring and have been issued orders to
arrest any strangers loitering without cause.
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Bulldog Antiques

2338 Whitesburg Drive
534-9893
Mon - Sat 10 - 5, Sun 2-5
Antique & Vintage
Furniture
Flags-Sales & Rentals
Lamp Shop
Estate Rugs

Pratt Avenue
Antique Mall

708 Pratt Ave. (1 blk. east of

Andrew Jackson)
536-3117 Mon-Sat 10-5,
Sun 1-5
Antiques, Fine Furniture,
Accessories, Books, Art-
work, Custom Framing and
a large selection of
Collectibles. 9000 sq. ft.

Red Rooster

Antique Mall

12519 South Mem. PWY.
881-6530 Mon-Fri 10-6,
Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5
10,000 sq. ft. of Antiques 8
Collectibles
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Lyda's Antiques

& Gifts

3615 Hwy 72 East (approx 4
miles past Huntsville city
limits)

859-4046 Tues- Sat 10-5,
Sun 2-5 (call to see if open
Sun.)

Primitives, Collectibles
Furniture, Old Tools, Toys,
Etc.

Cherry Reproduction
Furniture
New Dolls:

Madam Alexander,
Barbie, and other Collectable
Dolls

Mary's Antiques
505 Pratt Ave.
533-4972 Mon - Sat9 -5
Furniture, Books, Col-
lectibles, Jewelry, Glassware
&

Gifts. Victorian dried flow-
ers

Hartlex Antique

Mall

1030 Old Monrovia Rd.
830-4278 Mon -Sat 10-7
100 plus Dealers -
Auction Every 2nd & 4th
Sat. at 5 pm

Greenlawn

Interiors

1216 Hwy 231/431
Meridianville 852-5232, E
Chance or Appointment.
Wed.-Fri, 12-5, Sat 10-5,
and app't.
Furniture, Accessories,
Gifts, Phonographs,
Records, Old Post Cards
and Collectible Paper



More On

Maple Hilte

Cemetery ;|

Old Huntsville recently fea-
tured a story on the 300 or so
Union Army war dead who were
“misplaced” in Maple Hill Cem-
etery.

Supposedly, the Federal Gov-
ernment moved these remains to
the National Cemetery at Chat-
tanooga after the war. However,
Old Huntsville discovered that
many of the bodies were never
moved and must still rest in our
city s historic cemetery.

Since then several older
Huntsville resid ents have told us
they had always heard as young-
sters about the, “Yankee sol-
diers” who were buried in the
city cemetery. They say thatis the
why that particular section of
Maple Hill has never been used

for burials. It was already occu-
pied!

Even more surprising were
the letters and phone calls from
out of state in response to the
story.

Mr. Mark Gideon of Colum-
bus, Ohio, wrote about one ofhis
ancestors, Private George L.
Gideon of'the 3d Michigan Vol-
unteer Infantry. The unfortunate
George Gideon had died of dis-
ease at Huntsville in early 1865,
leaving a widow and young chil-
dren. Sure enough, a check of
the names ofthe Union dead re-
moved to Chattanooga showed
that Private Gideon does notrest
there. He is another of'the “lost
Yankees” of Maple Hill.

Mr. Gideon informs us that

%5°r

McCleary & Company Clothiers

Huntsville's Finest Tailored
Clothing Store

&

Casual Wear for Men

605 Madison Street

Upstairs

(205) 5332377

(parking in rear)
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he has written a two-page letter
to his Congressman, “requesting
assistance in locating the grave
of George Gideon, if possible,
and in erecting an appropriate
memorial in Maple Hill Cemetery
to the Union soldiers burled
there.

Another letter we received
was from John T. Bowman of
Sterling, Illinois in regard to his
great-great uncle, Emanuel
Renner. We quote from his let-
ter:

“He served during the Ameri-
can Civil War with the Illinois
93rd Infantry Regiment. He en-
listed with three ofhis brothers
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in August 15,1862 in Wyanet, Il-
linois. He served with this regi-
ment until his death of typhoid
fever in June 19,1864 in Hunts-
ville, Alabama and was buried in
the City cemetery (Maple Hill).

“While after the war many
union soldiers' graves were
moved to Chattanooga, Tennes-
see. Emanuel Renner remained
behind in Huntsville. My great-
great uncle had no spouse and
no one from his family was ever
able tovisithis grave. [ have been
tryingvery hard to locate his rest-
ing site to pay my respects. |
understand there were many
union soldiers left behind in
Maple Hill Cemetery after the
end of the war in unmarked
graves.

“I'would respectfully ask that
the mayor and city council ofthe
City of Huntsville honor these
men and raise a monument with
the names of those left behind
so far from home. [ would be
proud to be able to attend a dedi-
cation of such a memorial hon-
oring those remaining. I would
like to thank the City of Hunts-
ville and the people of Huntsville
for caring about these Union
dead.

“Ifthere is anything I can do
to help this cause [ will be hon-
ored to help.”

In yet another letter, Ms.
Lilian Geofly, of Hammond, In-
diana, blames the oversight as
part ofa continuing neglect ofthe
South to recognize the fact it lost
the war.

"It is no surprise to me," she
writes, "to discover that a city in
Alabama managed to lose the fi-
nal resting places of so many
Northern soldiers.

"This 1s what we have come
to expect from a region whose
only interest in histoiy is rewrit-
ingitin away to erase the shame

oflosing the Civil War.

"l have never been to Hunts-
ville but [ am sure the graves of
the Confederate soldiers are
decorated each year with flow-
ers.

"Cannot the citizens of
Huntsville spare a few flowers for
the boys in blue. They also
fought for what they believed in."

The Confederate section of
Maple Hill Cemetery has now
been enclosed by an attractive
ironfence. It is only proper that
the Union dead should also re-
ceive recognition for having
given their livesfor their beliefs.
Our tragic war is long over and
it is time to put sectional ani-
mosity behind us.

A Beautiful Face

Squeeze the juice of a
lemon into a pint of sweet
milk. Wash your face with it
eveily night and in the morn-
ing wash off with rainwater.
This will produce a very
beautiful effect upon your
skin.



Growing up
With The
State Guard

by Tillman Hill

When World War Il started
the Alabama National Guard
were the first group to be called
into the Army.

Everybody was excited the
day they left. Every street had
somebody that was going offwith
them. I don't remember the date,
but | guess it was early 1942.

[was about 10 years old, and
all the boys in the Village were
going over to the Armory on Dal-
las Avenue and see them off. |
told my Daddy I was going. I
should have asked him if] could
go instead oftelling him because
he said no, I could not go.

[ started crying and he made
me go back into the house. After
everybody left, he came into the
house and said that [ could go. |
told him I was not going over
there now. Thatwas the first and
last time [ sassed my Daddy!

He went into the kitchen. The
sink was by the window and as
Daddy always shaved by the win-
dow for the sunlight, he kept his
leather razor strap hanging next
to the sink. He got that razor
strap, and boy, you ain't been
beatuntil you've had a good beat-
ing with a razor strap! After the
whipping he told me to go over
to the Armory and see the boys
off. So with red eyes and a burn-
ing butt [ was there waving bye
to the boys going to war.

[ had no way of knowing that
day how important a part the
Armory would play in my life for
the next five years.

Soon after the National
Guard left they started the Ala-
bama State Guard. Everybody

Low Cost Term Life Insurance

Michael Mitchell
Financial Services International
Call
881-4121

For a Complete Proposal.

Rates are male, preferred risk,
non-smoker Even lower for
females. Smoker rates available.

Annual Rates Preferred Non-Smoker

AGE $100,000 $250,000 $500,000

35 130 210 360
40 140 223 385
45 155 260 460
50 205 360 660
55 270 510 960
60 410 798 1535

FEDERAL KEMPER

LIFE POLICY FORM SERIES R-3212 8 R-3216
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wanted to do something for the
war effort. The State Guard was
made up mostly of men either
too old or too young to join the
Army. There were a lot of World
War | veterans and boys too
young to join the army so they
enlisted in the State Guard until
they were old enough to go into
service.

One man who joined the
State Guard and later went into
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the Army was one ofthe two men
from Madison County to win the
Congressional Medal of Honor.
His name was Bushy Bolden and
he was a professional boxer. He
was my hero even before he went
into the Army.

A lot of businessmen Joined
the Guard. My Daddy was one
ofthe firstmen tojoin and [ went
everywhere he went. Before long
[ became the official “mascot” for
the Company. My Daddy carried
me out to A&M College, where
there was a tailor shop, and had
an Army uniform made for me. |
attended all the meetings and
helped out in the supply room.
Mostly I did whatever [ was told
to do.

When Chauncey Sparks was
elected Governor, the company
was sent to Montgomery to

march in the inaugural parade.
Of course, being the mascot, |
got to tag along. We went down
in an Army truck and stayed at
the warehouses behind Kilby
Prison. They had prisoners to
help around the place and I will
never forget one prisoner who
had a pet crow who sat on his
shoulder all the time.

Its funny what stands out in
a kid's mind about a trip.

[ also got to go to Dauphin
Island for a two week training
camp with the company.

The evening before we left
was spent loading the trucks
and getting ready to leave. After
spending the night atthe Armory
we were awakened early the next
morning and driven downtown
to a place on Washington Street
where we ate breakfast. We were

on our way about daylight and
best [ can remember, we got to
Mobile about 1:00 AM and then
continued on to Cedar Point. As
there were no bridges from the
mainland to Dauphin Island at
the time, we finished ourjourney
by boat.

The island atthat time had a
small fishing village on one end
and a county training camp, com-
plete with barracks, on the other
end which was where we stayed.

Also on the island was Fort
Gaines, an old Spanish fort
which used to guard Mobile Bay.
The fortwas in ruins at the time,
with old rusty cannons and can-
non balls lying about. Having an
old fort to run around in gave me
astrong sense ofbeing Tom Saw-
yer. The place was all mine!

The fortwas later turned into

A photograph oflocal members of the Alabama State Guard, taken in 1942 at the
Central Cafe. Among the members shown are William Cantrell, Hobart Hill, Fred
Turner, Tom Sharpe, Jimmy Lane, Ed Rofhe, Richard Worley, Frank McKinley,
Buford Bagwell, Frank Riced, C. Bowling, Richard Drake, Frank Church, H. Mullins



a state park and is a big tourist
attraction today.

Being on the island for two
weeks was an experience that a
kid like me could only dream
about. The men trained all day
while | stayed in the barracks
and straightened up. The men
did most ofthe work butl shined
shoes and washed clothes after
they left. The men paid me for
doing chores and after two weeks
[ had made $ 13.00, which was a
lot of money in those days.

The State Guard met once a
week to train and drill. Part of
their training was learning to
handle large, unruly crowds.
They were called out a couple of
times to work strikes and one
time for a storm.

By this time [ was about 12
years old and I had other fish to
fry.  was working otherjobs but
[ continued to work at the Ar-
mory. About 1946 they started
to rent the Armory out for dances
every week, and Frank McKinley
hired me to clean up afterwards.

[ had a key to the place and |
would get there very early to
clean up the place so I could go
to school or work, depending on
what time ofthe year it was.

In the wintertime the first
thing [ did was to go upstairs to
Frank’s office and build a fire.
At this time they were selling
beer at the dances and beer

THE AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION
MEMORIAL PROGRAM

1-800-AHA-USAI <
American Heart Association <9

bottles were everywhere, and of
course there was a little bit left
in many of the bottles.

One morning, after I had
built the fire, I started back
downstairs and noticed Mac, a
buddy of mine, sorting through
the bottles looking for something
to drink.

Mac often hung around the
Armory, telling me stories and
helping with the chores. He was
much older than I, and was also
my idol. Though [ supposed I
knew he was an alcoholic, the
meaning never really sunk in
until that morning.

After watching Mac for a few
minutes, [ went back upstairs
and stayed for alongtime. It hurt
very much. He was still my
friend, I told myself, no matter
what.

When [ finally came back
down he had passed out.
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Commercial & Residential
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& Swings

Leisure Time Products
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4008 Holmes Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama
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Fraud

Drugs

Rape

Civil Rights
Accidents

Missing Persons
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Arson Defense
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Sexual Abuse
Executive Protection
Confidential
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Making
New
Memories

by Cathey Carney

Have you ever been some-
where and all of a sudden
smelled something that brought
you back to you childhood?
Maybe cookies baking in the
oven, or the smell ofa coal stove,
or a certain perfume? It's amaz-
ing what happens then. You are
immediately transported to that
place, that time, and you can
remember every detail. This past
Christmas, when you first
smelled your tree’s spicy scent,
what did it remind you of? Has

this ever happened to you?

Well, you can use scent to
help make new memories. Let
me give you an example. When
my daughter was younger, she
and | decided to take an aerobics
class. We both needed to get in
shape and thought it would be
fun. So we both wore the same
kind of perfume -I think it was
White Shoulders - every time we
went to the class. It turned out
to be a lot of fun, and we laughed
alot. Plus we got in pretty good
shape. All good memories. Ifto-
day I pass someone who has
White Shoulders on, I remember
the fun and good times we had. |
even feel the soreness | felt back
then. And it was over fifteen
years ago.

When a friend of mine re-
cently married, she wore a spe-
cial perfume for the first time,
during her wedding and wedding
night. Itwas atime ofgreat hap-

SAVE ON

piness for her, and now when she
puts on the perfume it brings all
the feelings back that she had on
that day and night.

You can do it, too. What you
do is pick a scent or perfume that
you really like, and maybe don'’t
wear a lot. When you are going
on a trip, and going to be with
people thatyou really like, or any
special event is happening, wear
that perfume. When you are go-
ing to see those people again,
wear that same scent. Pretty
soon every time you smell that
perfume, it will remind you of
those people and those good
times. Then wear a different kind
of perfume to work.

Itreally is amazing, when you
haven't smelled that perfume for
a while; then you do - all the
thoughts and memories come
back. Try it. You'll be purposely
making new, and special, memo-
ries.

2" WOOD BLINDS (PURE WHITE)

Bring this AD in and save another 10%

Offer good until further notice.

1*533'0000

K

517-3422

(digital beeper)

804 Wellman Avenue
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

We Serve

North Alabama
&
Southern Tennessee.
There is a $42 trip chai

outside of Madison Co.

Fee includes
Measurements
&
Installation.
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HARRISON BROTHERS

A100 YEAR OLDMERCANTILEESTABLISHMENT
INOPERATION

HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE FOUNDATION

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS, MINDING THE STORE

NEW GIFTS & TOOLS

GIFT CERTIFICATES
LAYAWAY
FREE GIFT WRAP
MAILING SERVICE
GROUP TOURS

ANNOUNCING THE 1995 FIRST EDITION
TRUCK BANK BYERTL!

1923 CHEW 1/2 TON DYE CAST METAL
TRUCK, CREAM & BURGUNDY WITH GOLD
WHEELS & ACCENTS.

VINTAGE LOGO SCREENED
ON BOTH SIDES.

AVAILABLE DEC. 1995 ONLY

AT HARRISON BROTHERS.
LIMITED STOCK! $2&50 CINCL. TAX)

124 SOUTH SIDE SQUARE, HUNTSVILLE, AL (205) 536-3631

------------------- LOCATED IN
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE




MAYSVILLE: OFF THE BEATEN PATH
by Jack Harwell

In the early days of the Re-
public, Congress passed the
Northwest Ordinance, an act
which established an orderly
partition of the western lands.
When Alabama became a state
in 1819, the terms of the ordi-
nance were applied there too.
One ofthese stated that the six-
teenth section of each township

(each township was six miles
square, with each square mile
comprising a section) was to be
reserved for schools.

In 1828, Congress amended
the law to allow the state of Ala-
bama to sell the land in section
16 to private individuals, pro-
vided the proceeds from those
sales were spent on education.

N ANTIQUES

J /\re Just a Matter

of Time

Townivro.

Huntsville's Most
Unique Gift Shop

SAntiqu”s, JeweCry, Cjift Baskets,
CoflectiGGzs, and 9ducfi fMore.
Take a Little Time — Stop in andBrowse/!

About nine miles east ofthe
Big Spring, there was a cross-
roads that formed one corner of
the 16th section of a township.
Homes and businesses began to
appear there in the 1830s. The
inhabitants took note of the lo-
cation of their community and
gave it the wonderfully descrip-
tive name, Section. The town was
incorporated in 1852 (and rein-
corporated in 1858) as Maysville.
The source of the name, unfor-
tunately, is lost to history. The
town extended for one quarter
mile in all directions from the
crossroads, which pretty much
describes Maysville today.

Most ofthe town of Maysville
was laid out on lands that had
been purchased by two men,
William Stewart and Dr. Bright
Berry Nunnally. Stewart had
been in business in Maysville as
early as 1840. Dr. Nunnally and
his partner, Joel H. Chambless,
began dividing their property
into lots in 1852. One of them
was bought by a local physician,
F. E. H. Steger.

Francis Epps Harris Steger
was arguably early Maysville'’s
leading citizen. Born in Missis-
sippi Territory in 1810, he was
educated in Kentucky and at La
Grange College near Florence,
Alabama. Having established
himself in Maysville, he built a
home on his land there in 1854.
By the time he received full title
to his land in 1859, he was a
wealthy man.

When civil war came in 1861,
Maysville was affected as much
as any Southern town. Dr. Steger
went to Georgia and offered his
services to the Confederate
Army, leaving his home in the
care ofhis father-in-law, Thomas
Maddin, a Methodist minister.
Other Maysvillian sons of the
South also answered the call.
Among them was First Lieuten-



ant Thomas J. Alexander, who
rode with General Joseph E.
Johnston; Private James Beaty,
a Confederate scout in Texas;
Private W. M. Jordan, of the
Fourth Alabama Cavalry; and
Private James Hammett, who
saw action at Stone’s River.
Butwhile the men were away
fighting the war, the war came to
Maysville in their absence. Sev-
eral skirmishes were fought in
and around the town in 1863
and 1864. On November 17,
1864, units ofthe 12th and 11th
Indiana Cavalry and the Fourth
Michigan Infantry marched from
their encampment at
Brownsboro headed to New Mar-
ket. As the blue-clad soldiers
neared Maysville, they heard the
CRACK of rifle fire directed at
them. Rebel pickets! The
Federals quickly scrambled for
cover. Without artillery support,
they were pinned down. But the
Federals’ superior numbers soon

Own A Piece

Of Huntsville's

Colorful
History!

Sandy Ginn

Rise Real Estate

3603 S. Mem. Pkwy.
Huntsville, AL. 35801

carried the day, and the South-
erners were forced to withdraw.

The occupying Northern
troops were never far from the
ininds of Maysville's residents. In
addition to the garrisons that
occupied Huntsville from time to
time, there was actually a U.S.
Amy unit encamped at
Maysville, the Fifth lowa Cavalry,
Major J. Morris Young com-
manding. In a letter to his divi-
sion commander, dated Novem-
ber 18, 1863 (as Abraham Lin-
coln was enroute to Gettysburg),
Major Young described a recent
expedition to Whitesburg and
Decatur duringwhich his lowans
captured many boats which the
Confederates were using to ferry
troops and supplies back and
forth across the Tennessee.

But not all of those affected
by the war were combatants.
Thomas Maddin, like most
Southern civilians, was feeling
the effects ofwartime shortages.
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which tend to be more severe on
the losing side. A week before
Christmas 1864, Maddin wrote
along letter to Dr. Stegerin Geor-
gia. The letter was discovered in
Dr. Steger's home in 1903, and
contains a vivid account of the
fears ofan ordinary man caught
up in historical events which he
1s powerless to change. Paper
was in short supply, so much of
the letter was written between
other lines in pencil. So moving
is the letter that itwas published
in its entirety in the Chattanooga
Times in 1933.

Maddin tries to be upbeat,
talking of domestic events, but
the overall tone of the letter is
that ofa man who has despaired
of nearly everything except his
own faith. Ofthe war, he writes,
“We are in dally dread of a raid.
The Yankees are at Paint Rock
... much depends upon the suc-
cess of the companies now do-
ing battle at Paint Rock. Cannon

of Huntsville's wonderful history, Jacob Emory Pierce was the
founder of the Huntsville Daily Times, and what a colorful
character he was! You can own a piece of history with this

elegant, lovingly restored home.

Call me for details. Sandy Ginn

- 880-5900 ext. 149
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was heard boomingyesterday —
but to what result, we do not
know.”

Conditions around the home
were no less grim. Maddin tells
ofthe town’s buildings being tom
down for salvage. Dr. Steger’s
own office was spared; it was
turned into a harness maker’s
shop. ‘As to milk and butter we
have done without until a few
weeks ago ... Mrs. Kelly loaned
me her cow and calf, butthe Yan-
kees took the calf ... We raised
nothing butwhatwe got from the
orchard and garden, which was
plundered ofits fruit before they
were ripe. It would amuse and
distress you to see how they stole
apples from the orchard and
how obsequious we all were,
fearing to say a word.”

On FYiday, April 7, 1865, sol-
diers ofthe 18th Michigan Infan-
try crossed the Flint River at Bell
Factory. Detachments were sent
to several towns in eastern Madi-
son County, including Maysville.
The commanding officer re-
ported to his superiors that his
men “drove out small parties of
rebel thieves.” Two days later,
Robert E. Lee rode into
Appomattox to meet with Gen-
eral Grant.

Dr. Steger, like his home, sur-
vived the war. Union troops had
repeatedly threatened to burn
the house, but never carried out
their threats. He sold the house
to his father-in-law, Thomas
Maddin, in 1866. Maddin later
moved to Nashville, where he
died in 1874. Steger sold the
house again in 1889 and also
moved to Nashville. He died ofa
stroke in 1907. The house he
built in Maysville has changed
hands at least seven times since
then.

As for Maysville, it was rein-
corporated in 1881 (thevote was
35-1 in favor), but only one per-

son ever again served as mayor.
Eventually the charter expired
and was never renewed. From
time to time there was talk of
reincorporating, but it never
came about. When the post of-
fice closed in 1955, Maysville of-
ficially becamejusta crossroads
— although the people who live
there may not think ofitas such.

The (non)town of Maysville
still sits at the same crossroads
as itdid in 1852. Burns Spring,
which attracted some ofthe early
settlers, is still there, just east of
the intersection. In many ways
itis an unremarkable place. But
if we could hear the voices of
those who passed this way be-
fore, they could tell more stories
than could be digested in a life-
time.

In

BARBER SHOP

Full Service
Master Barber
* Call anytime *
leave message

533-5714

805 Regal Dr., #7
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

dulge \our

Side
ensuous

Leafhep & Lace Lingerie
Cards & Magazines
Body Massage

Toys & Lotions

Cakes & Gift Baskets
Photography

easures

AnNn Adventure

in Romance

300069

4/ University UP.,

t/d2 mile West of Rideout Rd.



Raw Chicken breasts are
easier to cut up if you freeze
them, start to thaw them out and
use sharp scissors instead of a
knife.

For a different taste in your
hot tea this winter, try using a
spoonful of strawberry jelly in-
stead ofthe sugar, or add a slice
oflemon that has been studded
with a couple of whole cloves.

Ifyour kid’s shoelaces always
come undone, try dampening
them before tying.

Ifyou are going to be out and
have no way to brush your teeth
after eating, carry some mint tea
bags with you to nibble on - they
will make your breath smell
sweet.

For a deep-cleaning mask, try
stroking on some Milk of Mag-
nesia, leave it on for 10 minutes,
but avoid the eye area. Rinse
with warm water.

Remove paper that is glued
onto wood surfaces by rubbing
on some olive oil.

When you wake up in the
middle of the night with a bad
leg cramp, immediately flex foot
or feet upward towards your
head.

If your windshield wipers
smear, clean the windshield and
the wiper blades with rubbing
alcohol.

Avoid storing different cakes,
cookies or bread in the same
container - they affect each other
and will get stale much faster.

Be sure and store your nuts
in the fridge or freezer - often
times they will get rancid if
stored at room temperature.

If you love to steam veg-

INVITES YOU..
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etables, like I do, pour the left-
over liquid in the bottom ofyour
pan into containers and freeze.
That way, when you are making
soup or need vegetable broth,
you will have it ready.

Ifthe electricity in your office
makes your skirts or dresses
cling, just go the bathroom and
wet your hands at the sink - rub
your legs lightly with the water
and you will see no more cling.

Ifyour belts are all in a mess
in your closet, simply buy some
ofthe common,cup hooks, screw
them into the bottom of a
wooden pants or coat hanger,
and putyour belts on the hooks.

'

TO COME BY AND EXPERIENCE OUR EXCITING
AND UNIQUE COLLECTION OF WOOL & SISAL CARPETS.

DESIGNED FOR THOSE SEEKING A PERSONALIZED LOOK

FOR THEIR HOME.

THE TESTED DURABILITY OF WOOL AND THE COLORFUL
ASSORTMENT OF PATTERNS PROVIDE LASTING BEAUTY

FOR YOUR HOME.

DROP BY FOR A VISIT! YOU'LL LOVE WHAT YOU SEE!
M-F 8-6 - SAT. 8-5 539-8451

1201 CHURCH ST. NW - ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF OAKWOOD AVE.
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Searching
For Our
Ancestors

A monthly columnprovided by the Tennessee Valley Genealogical
Society to aidpeople in their genealogical research.

ICE * CREWBEL/CRUEBEL
[ am researching the ICE family.
They came to Franklin Co., IL,
around 1829. Children of John
ICE and Nancy CREWBE!1 -
CRUEBEL ICE (b. 1792 NC Ja
nes (b. 1810, AL), Elizabeth (b.
1817, Al), Andrew Jackson (b.
1819, AL), Sarah Ann (b 1823,
AL), and Mary Jane (b.1825,
AL). John ICE died before the
1840 Franklin Co. Census.
Nancy is listed as head ofhouse-
hold with 3 daughters: one un-
der 10; one under | one under
30. The other children are mar-
iying off with families of their
own.

Also anyone researching Ice.
Is there any trace of the Ice's
there? Lois Short, 52 Oaklawn,
W.F., IL 62896.

COWEN * BYRAM

Looking for information on
the family of Talitha COWEN (b.
I Oct 1801, in KY, d. 12 April
1863, Izard Co., AR) m. Alden
BYRAM (b. 21 Mar 1804, Knox
Co., TN, d. 12 April 1878, Izard
Co., AR) 7 Aug 1823, Madison
Co., AL.

Roger A. Crane, 14003
Briardale Lane, Tampa, FL
33618.

BOLLING

Have proved my Robert
BOLLING/Jane (Rolf) BOLLING
line to Bolling and Heachem
Halls Eng. Would someone
please give me the female lines?
Laramore, Blair, Kennon, Carrie,
Clerk, Thorton, Thornore
Popley, de Thornton Rolf,
Poythress, Maso and Jener.

Wes Skaggs, 1752 Chesa-
peake Place, Arroyo Grande, CA
93420.

MESSENGER

[ would greatly appreciate
hearing from someone who is
knowledgeable about Mountain
Mills, south of Tuscumbia, AL.
In 1860's, the Asa MESSENGER
family had a home and steam
mill at Mountain Mills, per fam-
ily letters, will, and 1860 census.
Virginia Pearson, 1310 Oakhill,
Keller, TX 76248.

SPEER * MARTIN

Seek info on Moses SPEER,
m. Elizabe MARTIN in Madison
Co., ALca.1810. Lived in Madi-
son Co. and Edgefield, SC,
around 1810-1825. Children
were: Moses Martin SPEER and
Robert Andrew SPEER and least
three others.

Shirley Lundin, 311 Caliente,
Bakersfield, CA 93306.

LEWALLEN *JONES

Daniel LEWALLEN, father of
William Preston LEWALLEN, b.
1832 Jackson Co AL, m. Eliza-
beth (possibly Lee) d. ca. 1849
Where and when was he born?
Need wife of William Preston
LEWALLEN: Mary Frances.
Their first child was Maiy, b. ¢
1852. Nancy Jane LEWALLEN
m. Howe JONES ca. 1870,
Fackler Co., (sic) AL. Who were
Howell's parents? Where was he
born?

Noma J. Wolfe, 1201 Circle
Drive, Sapula.OK 74066.

BOWLIN/BOLLING*
HERRIN * WYATT * GARRETT
» JONES

Seeking information on
Nancy BOWLIN, stepdaughter of
Curtis HERRIN, half-sister to
Lemuel Anderson HERRIN,
John HERRIN, Elizabeth Herrin
WYATT and Lovey Herrin

Help Kiwanis

Help Youth

The Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

Golden K



GARREIT. Was Bowlin her
maiden or married name? One
Nancy JONES married Andrew
BOLLING 31 Aug 1831, in St.
Clair Co., AL. Was she the step
daughter of Curtis HERRIN?
Who was James HERRIN, who
bought the Love estate, sale Sept
1829, St. Clair Co., AL? Will re-
fund postage.

Verla H. Hand, 127 E
Villanova Dr., Claremont, CA
91711

WHITTEMORE * RAND

Seek information on father
and mother of James Starling
WHITTEMORE, b. Reidsville,
NC, 1846. He came to
Tuscumbia, AL, abt. 1870, mar-
ried my grandmother, Bettie R

RAND, in 1875. Seek info about
Whittemore family members.

Elizabeth W. Sloan, 4007
Hannett, N.E., Albuquerque, NM
87110.

To order your own
subscription of Valley
Leaves, North Alabama's
most comprehensive
quarterly genealogical
magazine, write:
Tennessee Valley
Genealogical Society, Inc.

RO. Box 1568
Huntsville, Al 35807

Plants - Garden Accessories - Unique Gifts

Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9am - Spm / Sunday - 1pm - Spm

5537 Winchester Road (Downtown New Market)

379-5350

From the Parkway, East on Winchester Rd., 13 Miles on Left.
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Compare!

Top Quality
Professional Assembly
Free 30 day Tune-ups

Test rides before Purchase

Different sized frames to fit
the Individual Rider

Personal help in selecting
type of bicycle for
Riding Style
Lifetime Warranty on the
Frame & Fork

One year Warranty
on Components

Hands-on-clinic at time
of Purchase

Quality Bicycles
Starting at $169.95

Bicycles Etc.

8100 S. Mem. Pkwy.

881-6947

open 7 days a week
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Consignment Shops
Offer Treasures Galore!

by Judy A. Chassay

Some people spend a for-
tune on clothes - others Just
look like they do! If you have
expensive taste and smart
money, consignment shops
should be of Interest to you!
You'll find designer and better
label garments at a fraction of
the original price, unique fash-
ion jewelry and accessories,
one-of-a-kind fashions and
some vintage pieces!

Consignment shops offer el-
egant fashions at affordable
prices. (Ifprice is not an object,
why notspend less?!) Many con-
signment shops feature better
label merchandise in excellent,
like-new condition at prices
considerably lower than original
retail - usually 1/3 to 1/2 ofthe

original price. You'll find a great
variety of merchandise in con-
signment shops, such as
preowned apparel, sample cloth-
ing, new and pre-owned fashion
Jewelry, hand bags, belts, scarfs,
hats and shoes. Some shops
carry a full line ofladies' apparel
(casual to bridal) in all sizes,
children's and maternity fashions
and boys' and men's wear.

Unlike thrift shops that accept
donations, consignment shops
selectmerchandise thatis consid-
ered marketable for resale and
pay the "consignor" after the mer-
chandise sells.

If you have clothes in your
closet that are Just "taking up
space" but are still in very cur-
rent style (not older than 2 years)

and "too good to just give away"
perhaps this is the time to clean
out your closets for cash! Con-
signment shops are interested in
better label apparel in very cur-
rent style and excellent, like-new
condition that has been freshly
cleaned and brought in on hang-
ers. The shop will select, inven-
tory, price, display and advertise
your merchandise. Once the
merchandise sells you will re-
ceive a percentage (usually 40%)
ofthe selling price. Consignment
shops accept articles "in season"
so this is the time to get your
spring merchandise ready!

For a refreshing shopping
experience - enjoy the thrill ofthe
hunt (everybody's doing it) and
visit your local consignment
shops where treasures abound!

Judy Chassay owns and op-
erates a thriving consignment
business in Huntsville.
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WITHOUT ROOTS

Is what the Citizens of Madison County might be without
a good Public Library!

An amazing 70% ofthe population of Madison County hold library cards, compared to the
national average of40%.
On an average day, 3,400 citizens of Huntsville and Madison County use the main library or
on of’its branch outlets.

1,900,000 items have been borrowed from the HUNTSVILLE-MADISON CO. PUBLIC
LIBRARY this year alone—200,000 more than the Birmingham Public Library System.
Yet, The Huntsville-Madison Co. Public Library has a budget only
1/3 that of the Birmingham Public Library System.

Without Adequate Support
YOU ARE THE LOSER!

Invest in Your future-Preserve Your Past

How can You help the Huntsville-Madison Co. Public Library System?
1. Send a Contribution
2. Join the Friends of the Library
3. Contact Local Officials to Urge Their Support
4. Volunteer

Huntsville-Madison County Public Library
P.O. Box 443
Huntsville, Ala. 35804
205-532-5950
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

- COMPUTER BALANCING
- COMPUTER ALIGNMENT
« FULL BRAKE SERVICE

« C.V. JOINT REPAIR

ONE OF THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN
LARGE SELECTION
COMPUTER BALANCING

FREE ROTATION, REBALANCING & FLAT REPAIR ON ALL NEW TIRES PURCHASED

CARS - PICK-UPS -VANS - DOMESTIC & IMPORTS

LOOK FOR THE BRIGHT
ORANGE BUILDINGS

2 LOCATIONS * LOCALLY OWNED

§34-71()2 SAToroavsamsu 539.1221

2121 MEMORIAL PARKWAY SW 2525 OAKWOOD AV N.W.
(ACROSS FROM SERVICE MERCHANDISE) (CORNER OF OAKWOOD & PULASKI PIKE)



