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The King
of the
Tennessee

Valley

Zachariah Cox was a

man of vision; in the
late 1700s, he foresaw
the Tennessee Valley
as an "unredeemed
paradise." When the
cash-strapped state of
Georgia offered some of
1ts territorial lands for
sale at 1W per acre, he
bought over 3.5 million
acres of North Alabama, and
became one of the largest
landowners in America.
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Z.achariah Cox:

The King
ofthe

Tennessee Valley-

by Tom Carney

In the 1700s no one was sure
who owned the Tennessee Valley,
or the “Big Bend” as it was more
commonly known. Georgia
claimed title by virtue of a Brit-
ish grant which gave it all the
land “from sea to sea,” while
South Carolina claimed it as part
of its original territory — and
Spain had claimed ownership for
almost a hundred years.

The Cherokee Indians, the
Valley’s only inhabitants, defied
everyone’s claims and threat-
ened to kill anyone who en-
croached upon their property.

Although everyone had heard
tales ofthe fertile lands and rich
wilderness in the Big Bend coun-
try, it seemed as if no one had
actually visited the area. Even in
a land known for its pioneer
spirit, few people were willing to
risk their lives to settle a terri-
tory where they might never be
able to claim title.

In 1783, William Blount,
later Governor of Tennessee,
along with John Sevier and Colo-
nel John Donelson, led a party
of settlers from Knoxville to the
area around Muscle Shoals.
Their questionable title had been
purchased from a minor Chero-
kee chief, who had no authority
to sell it, and who was later
killed.

Seekingto obtain the support
of Georgia in their enterprise, the
settlers promised to organize

and settle a county to be named
“Houston,” and to declare it part
ofthe state of Georgia.

The Georgia legislature was
not impressed, however. Ifthey
supported the colonists, they
would have to send militia to
help protect the lands from the
Indians. Said one legislator who
was quoted, “It's just too expen-
sive.”

The colonists, rebuffed by the
state of Georgia, next turned to-
ward Spain for an alliance. Be-
fore negotiations could be
opened, however, Cherokee In-
dians forced the settlers to aban-
don the colony.

One ofthose colonists was a
young man by the name of
Zachariah Cox, a surveyor from
South Carolina. For years,
Zachariah had heard stories of
the Tennessee Valley, and when
Blount organized his expedition
he was one ofthe first people to
sign up.

When the expedition was
forced from the Valley, Cox
stayed behind. He had a natu-
rally inquisitive mind and was
fascinated by the rich territory
which no one had yet settled. For
months, with little but a knap-
sack and arifle, he wandered the
Tennessee Valley, charting out
imaginary townships and roads.

When Zachariah finally re-
turned to Knoxville he was aman
possessed. Everywhere he went
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he preached the virtues ofa land
he called, “the unredeemed para-
dise.”

In 1789, the state of Georgia
was in desperate need ofmoney,
and offered to sell some of its
“western lands,” of which the
Tennessee Valley was part. Land
sales in the past had attracted
people who bought a thousand
— or at the most 10,000 acres
— of land. Zachariah, who by
this time had been able to inter-
est a small group of investors,
surprised everyone when he im-
mediately offered Georgia the
sum of | VH per acre for
3,550,000 acres.

To everyone’s surprise, Geor-
gia accepted the offer, thereby
selling almost all of North Ala-
bama for less than $60,000, to
be paid in installments.

Though Zachariah was now
legally one of the largest land
owners in America, the land was
valueless unless it could be
settled and he could sell part of
it to pay the note. In 1790 he led
a party ofwould be settlers back
to the Tennessee Valley in an at-
tempt to colonize the area.

Upon hearing news of Cox’s
expedition, the Spanish governor
of Louisiana promptly notified
Washington that Spain was go-
ingto erecta fort atthe Big Bend
to protect Spanish interests in
the land. President George Wash-
ington, upon hearing the news
and fearful of a war with Spain,
ordered Cox to abandon the
settlement.

Washington’s orders infuri-
ated Cox, who had already in-
vested everything he owned in
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the project. “Ifthe Federal Gov-
ernment won't protect us,” he
reasoned, “we’ll find one who
will.”

Cox immediately set about
negotiating a treaty whereby
Spain would recognize his rights
and the Valley would become a
Spanish domain. Unfortunately,
he would have done better to
negotiate with the Indians, be-
cause Chief Alexander
McGillivray soon appeared on
the scene, accompanied by a
large and angry war party, de-
manding that Cox abandon his
settlement.



Deciding that discretion was
the better part of valor, Cox re-
turned once again to Knoxville
where he immediately began re-
cruiting a band of 40 armed
men. All the recruits were prom-
ised grants of 5,000 acres each
if they would help defend his
title.

Several months later, in
January of 1791, Cox once again
returned to the Big Bend. His
earlier expedition had already
sparked much debate in Wash-
ington, and upon hearing ofthis
expedition the Secretary of War
issued a proclamation forbid-
ding Cox to enter “Indian lands.”
Of more concern to Cox, how-
ever, was the warning that the
Secretary of War would allow the
Indians to attack any trespass-
ers.

Upon arriving in the Valley,
Cox immediately set the party to
work building a stronghouse.
Once again, however, his plans
were thwarted by the Cherokees.
This time they were represented
by ChiefGlass, who warned that
all the settlers would be put to
death unless they left immedi-
ately.

Returning to Knoxville, Cox
was arrested by federal authori-
ties on charges oftrespassing on
Indian lands. The case immedi-
ately became front-page news all
across the country. Boston news-
papers, taking note of the im-
mense amount ofland involved,
dubbed him “King Zachariah,”
and compared his holdings with
those of European Royalty.

Cox’s defense was simple: he
owned theland and therefore he
could not be charged with tres-
passing on his own land. The
Knoxville Grand Jury refused to
indict him and dismissed the
federal government's case.

The federal government
bringing charges against Cox was

the very best possible thing that
could have happened to him. It
brought him publicity, and most
importantly, the grandjury’s re-
fusal to indict him gave recogni-
tion ofhis legal ownership ofthe
Tennessee Valley.

Soon investors from Boston,
New York and Rhode Island were
beating a path to Zachariah’s
door, begging to invest in his en-
terprise. With their backing, land
offices were opened and agents
were hired to handle the on-
slaught of people clamoring to
buy land. For a while it looked
as if Zachariah would not only
be one ofthe largest landowners
in America, but also one of the
richest.

I
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Unfortunately, there was a
dark cloud looming on the hori-
zon. At that time, “specie” (quite
literally: IOU’s) were a common
form of paying debts. The state
of Georgia, however, was having
trouble getting its creditors to
accept their paper. In a sudden
move that surprised everyone,
Georgia passed legislation that
required all debts for land be
paid in bullion.

For Cox and his investors,
this was impossible. There just
was not that much bullion avail-
able to finish paying for the land.
When time for the next install-
ment arrived and Cox was un-
able to pay it, Georgia rescinded
the sale, once again taking pos-
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session ofthe Tennessee Valley.

Cox immediately protested,
only to be told, “There’s only one
law in Georgia ... and that’s the
majority vote of the state legisla-
ture.”

For all appearances, this
spelled the end for “King
Zachariah” and his visions of a
private empire. Where he had
once been a national figure, he
was now a national laughing-
stock. His friends deserted him,
his creditors hounded him daily,
and the only comfort he found
was in the solace of a whiskey
bottle. Within months he had
been reduced to a pathetic and
lonely figure.

To say that Cox was bitter,
would be a gross understate-
ment. For over ten years he had
been obsessed with the Tennes-
see Valley, and he was deter-
mined to own it once again. He
began a correspondence with his
old investors, who in turn pro-
vided him with new names who
would help him launch the most
diabolical scheme ever perpetu-

ated in America, later to become
known as the "Great Yazoo Land
Fraud."

In ameeting with his cohorts
held in Boston, he spelled out his
plan: “There is only one law in
Georgia,” he explained, “and that
is the majority vote of the legis-
lature. And we are going to buy
them.”

Agents were hired to identify
every Georgia politician, and to
probe them for their weak-
nesses. When one legislator was
found to be deeply in debt, his
bills were paid by Cox’s band.
Another legislator was given a gift
of seven slaves. Cox’s agents be-
came a common sight in the
Statehouse, doling out money
and granting favors.

Finally, in 1795, Cox made
his move. A bill was introduced
in the Georgia Statehouse autho-
rizing her to once again sell off
her western lands. With Cox and
his cohorts keeping careful tab
on how everyone voted, only one
person voted “No.”

“King Zachariah” was once
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again the owner of the Tennes-
see Valley, though this time with
partners, and at the price of 2/2<t
per acre. News of the sale cre-
ated a greatuproar in the Chero-
kee Indian Nation. Even Presi-
dent Washington took the un-
precedented step of sending a
warningto Congress, stating that
Georgia’s sale of the land could
lead to war.

Where earlier Cox had been
“a champion of the people,” he
was now despised as a cruel
manipulator. As people began to
realize to what extent Georgia’s
politicians had been bribed, ef-
figies of Cox were burned, and
his name became synonymous
with everything that was evil.

Cox had already become an
eccentric recluse and probably
cared less about public opinion.
Dressed in cast off clothing and
often times unshaven, he spent
his days and nights poring over
old land maps, plotting imagi-
naiy townships. Thejewel of his
imaginary empire was to be a city

named Elk; a city where his en-
emies would not be welcome and
where he would reign supreme.

Less than ayear later public
indignation forced Georgia to
repeal the land sale. In a star-
tling move, the Legislature or-
dered that all references of the
land sale be removed from pub-
lic record, and all other records
dealingwith itbe burned in front
ofthe Statehouse at a public bon-
fire. Burning the records prob-
ably appealed to most ofthe leg-
islators as they had each re-
ceived on the average 50,000
acres as a bribe.

Ironically, though Georgia
rescinded the sale, it made nd
provision to repay Cox for the
land he had already paid for.

Cox immediately went to
court, declaring that the sale had
been made in good faith and
Georgia had no right to rescind
it. Georgia's courts refused to
rule on it, however, probably be-
cause some of them had taken
bribes as well.
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There is no doubt that Cox
felthe wasjustified in bribing the
politicians. In his mind, he was
simply taking back something
they had taken from him. And
in his mind, he still owned the
Tennessee Valley.

Though Cox advertised ex-
tensively and toured the country
promoting the land in North Ala-
bama, there were few takers be-
cause no one wanted to risk their
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money on such dubious title. He
even offered a free town lot in the
new city of Elk. which existed in
his mind only, to everyone who
purchased 1.000 acres ofland.

Zachariah received another
setback in 1798, when Georgia
ceded the land to the federal gov-
ernment. Now he was faced with
the awesome task of suing the
United States of America in or-
der to reclaim his land. He soon
became a familiar figure in the
halls of Congress, begging people
to listen to him. Though he had
once bribed almost every politi-
cian in the state of Georgia, now
he found all doors closed to him.
One ofthe few who would even
listen to him was a young Con-
gressman by the name of John
Marshall, who would later be-
come Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court. Marshall believed
that Georgia was wrong in re-
scinding the sale, and atthe very
least, the purchasers should be
reimbursed. Though he intro-
duced abill in Congress support-
ing the idea, it was soundly de-
feated.

The lawsuits dragged on for
years. In the meantime, settlers
began moving into the area.
John Hunt settled at the Big
Spring, and the city of Huntsville
became a mecca for new pio-
neers — all clamoring for land.

Cox was powerless to stop
the migration. Though his law-
suitwas still tied up in court, the
federal government opened up a
land office and began selling the
property claimed by Zachariah.

However dubious
Zachariah's claims were, there
were a few people who were will-
ing to take the chance. In 1808,
with Huntsville already becom-
ing amodest town, Martin Beatty
purchased 1,000 acres from Cox
for the price 0of$1,000, the trans-
action of which was duly re-

corded in the Huntsville Land
Office.

Incidentally, that 1,000 acres
consisted of the whole town of
Huntsville.

Zachariah Cox was, for all
practical purposes, finished. All
the lower courts had ruled
against him, and now his only
recourse was the U.S. Supreme
Court, which no one expected to

rule in his favor. He was deeply
in debt, had few friends left, and
was in ill health. His whole exist-
ence was reduced to staying in
cheap boarding houses and writ-
ing letters to anyone who might
listen to his claim. Worst of all
was the fact that the Tennessee
Valley, for which he had fought

Continued on page 47
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Childhood

by Chip Knight

[ was born in Birmingham,
in St. Vincent's Hospital, or so [
have been told. I moved to
Huntsville when I was one year
old, and we lived in an apart-
ment on Williams Avenue, in the
block between Madison Street
and Fountain Row. The apart-
ment was basically a fairly large
house, we lived downstairs, and
some people with bad teeth lived
upstairs. [ don't remember their
names. The entrance door to the
apartment had leaded sidelights
that had been painted over. [ had
gotten a child’s tool set for
Christmas and was playing car-
penter, tapping on the glass ofthe
sidelight with my little hammer.
It broke! | don't remember
whether I got a spanking for that
or not. Probably I did and have
repressed the memory. | do re-
member getting a real good
spanking when [ was three and
the devil made me turn the gar-
den hose on my Mama. [ got
warmed really well.

Perhaps that was somewhat
ofa kinder and gentler time. We
thought we were segregated in
the South, but Fountain Row,
where the “old” library is, was
black, and I could have thrown

a rock from my house to
Ophelia’s, who was a lovely and
gracious black lady who cooked
for my aunt, two blocks up. It
was a very paternalistic society.

Those who had took care of
those who did not have. That
definitely has its dark side, but
it worked and everybody had
food to eatand shelter over their
heads.

Our library was a Carnegie
Library, as it said over the door,
located on the northwest corner
of the intersection of Madison
Street and Gates Avenue. It was
real small, but had never seen
one larger and was quite im-
pressed. The children’s section
was downstairs in the basement
and was presided over by Miss
Frances Jones, who also played
piano for Sunday School at the
Episcopal Church (there was
only one then). Miss Frances, as
we called her, helped me to gain
my lifelong love of reading.
Later, she gave me an old guitar
which I never really learned to
play.

In 1951, we moved to the
suburbs, which is to say about
a mile from the Courthouse
Square. I'm not sure we were
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even in the city limits at the time,
but do remember that the street
was a dirtroad with lovely curves
which was paved about a year
later. We had electricity and wa-
ter, but no natural gas. So, we had
a big butane tank buried in the
backyard, and, in the event that
the tank ran out, we had a coal
bin with about a ton of coal in it
to burn in the fireplace. 1 only
remember one or two coal fires.

Several years later we finally
got natural gas, and they dug the
trench for the line with this ab-
solutely magnificent machine that
had numerous little digging buck-

Join us for an escorted va-
cation to beautiful Branson, Mis-
souri. Ourtrip includes escorted
motor coach travel, lodging,
breakfast daily, luggage han-
dling, departure from Huntsville.

Includes 7 Shows!

October 24-28

December 5-9

BOOK NOW
FOR OCTOBER 24!

536-1841



page 10
ets attached to a big cylinder
about ten feet across. The little
buckets would dig and dump the
dirt onto a little conveyer belt
that shunted it to the side ofthe
ditch.

An 1dle mind is the devil’s
workshop. Therefore, one day
when several of our minds were
idle, we decided to pretend that
we were going to blow up a light
pole that was next door to my
house. We had either some fire-
crackers or some gunpowder, |
don’t remember which, and
placed it around the base of'the
light pole, and we dutifully went
out and stopped traffic, warning
everyone that there was going to
be a big explosion. Of course,
there was not, and we didn’t even
manage to scorch the light pole.

We finally got street lights out
there, and they were Just big in-
candescent bulbs that were
sometimes fun to shoot out with
a BB gun. I plead the fifth and
don’'t remember whether [ had a
BB gun or not. I certainly remem-
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ber thatl was not allowed to have
one.

Street work was always fun
to watch, and wherever they had
work in progress they would
leave these torches that looked
like a round, black bomb with a
little wick. They were filled with
kerosene, which we generally
knew as coal oil, and would bum
for days. I liked those torches
better than the little strobe lights
they use now. The torches also
helped keep mosquitoes out of
the way.

My family didn't have a tele-
vision back then, so we would
go over to our neighbor's house
to watch Pinkie Lee. Obviously,
they did have a television. Well,

the neighbor children’s father
was a big golfer, and, (again, idle
minds) we were standing outside
throwing golfballs up in the air,
[ suppose to see how high they
would bounce on the concrete
driveway. I threw one up as high
as | could and watched it come
down. It hit me in the head and
nearly destroyed my idle mind.
[ never was much of a Cub
Scout, and was not a Boy Scout
at all, but there were some good
times there. I do remember the
efforts that some parents (never
my own) went to in making cer-
tain that we had somethingto do
at our meetings. [ won a little

continued on page 42



Train Runs A-Fowl, or

Why Did The Turkey
Cross The (Rail)road?

Court justices have been
called on to render some strange
decisions, but perhaps few have
been as ticklish as the one faced
by Judge Charles Almon of the
Lauderdale County Circuit Court
in 1907.

The situation evidently was
unique, and Judge Almon real-
ized he might be setting a nation-
wide precedent.

It seems that seven turkeys
belonging to one M.J. Jackson
had been struck and killed by a
Louisville & Nashville locomotive
several miles north of Florence.
Farmer Jackson filed suit
against the railroad to the
amount of § 10 damages for the
loss of'the birds.

The plaintiff argued that the
railroad engineer had violated a
law requiring him to sound the
whistle and use every means
possible to stop the train when-
ever he saw an animal or ob-
struction on the track.

The railroad attorney did his
research and found a similar
case where three geese had been
run over by a locomotive in Ten-
nessee. In thatinstance, the Ten-
nessee court decided that geese
belonged to a special class of
animals since they had wings
capable of carrying them to
safety quickly. The Tennessee
court ruled for the railroad.

Judge Almon sidestepped
the tricky question of deciding
how effective a turkey's wings
were in moving the ungainly bird
by ruling that Jackson had not
proven negligence or reckless-
ness on the part ofthe defendant.

Thus the railroad kept its
money and Farmer Jackson lost
his birds.
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Mary's Ring

Mary had a little ring.
"Twas given by her beau.
And everywhere that
Mary went,

That ring was sure to go.

She took the ring with
her one day
off to the seashore, where
She might display it to
the girls,
Who were all clustered
there.

And when the girls all
saw that ring,
They made a great ado.
Exclaiming with one
voice, "Has it
Just got around to youl"

From 1920 Newspaper
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My First Visit
to
”The Marble Palace”

by Bob Cochran

[ stopped by my bank’'s ATM
the other day on the way home
fromwork, remembering thatI'd
need some cash for a business
trip the next day. As [ waited for
the “machine” to process my
withdrawal and for the cash to
pop out of the little slot, I was
reminded ofmy very first “bank-
ing transaction.” That took place
about 39 years ago this summer,
when I made my way to the mag-
nificent old building housing
The First National Bank of
Huntsville. My family moved to
Huntsville in September of
1956, when [ was 10 years old.
Those were the “boom” years for
Huntsville, and we lived nearly
the next4 years in a second floor

apartment on Harrison Avenue. A
friend of mine at the (then) new
Blossomwood School had a paper
route for The Huntsville Times,
and in the summer of 1957 he
asked me ifI would deliver his pa-
pers for three weeks while he was
on vacation with his family. I like
to think he chose me because he
knew [ would do a goodjob as his
substitute; in retrospect, however,
[ may have been the LAST person
he asked, or it may have been be-
cause | was the only other kid he
knew with a big basket on my bi-
cycle! I was more than eager to do
it, since all I had to do was deliver
the papers - he would collect from
his customers when he got back. |
didn’t have any problems, and af-
ter my friend had collected his
money, he paid me - a crisp, new
$10 bill. I was quite pleased, since
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this represented the first
money that [ had ever earned
by myself. My parents figured
that [ would probably “blow”
it quickly on baseball cards or
something else ofno value, so
my father suggested thatI take
my $ 10 to the bank and open
a savings account. He told me
where The First National
Bank of Huntsville was, and
the next Saturday morning [
set out on my mission.

I walked downtown,
clutching my money in my
pocket. When I walked into
the lobby of The First National
Bank (through the largest

American Heart £ 1
Association”



doors I had ever seen in my life),
[ came to a screeching halt. It
seemed to me that EVERY-
THING in the building was shiny,
gleaming MARBLE - the walls,
the floors, the ceiling, even the
tellers’ cages! There were several
tall (MARBLE) desks, at leiast a
foot taller than [ was, against the
right wall; people were standing
at them, writing. [ obviously
looked lost, and a lady sitting at
a desk on the left, Just inside the
big doors, motioned me over to
her. She asked how they could
help me, and [ told her that I
wanted to open a savings ac-
count. She told me to go to one
of the tellers, whose counter
(GREEN MARBLE) was along
the left side of the lobby. This
counter wasn't quite as tall as the
writing stands, so the lady teller
saw part of my head sticking up
over the top as [ stood on my tip-
toes. I told her that I had $10
and wanted to open a savings ac-
count. She looked at me, and
with a big smile said, “Yes, sir.

Just a moment.” Then she dis-
appeared from my view. A few
moments later [ saw her com-
ing around the far corner ofthe
long, green counter, pushing a
chair toward me. She asked me
if I was a new customer, and I
eagerly nodded my head. “Well,
this will take a few minutes, so
let'’s at least make you comfort-
able. Stand up on this chair.” |
did, and she positioned me in
front of her spot. She then
walked back around behind the
counter, and began the process
ofhelping me become a deposi-
tor. She was obviously enjoying
herself, and several other people
behind the counter smiled and
waved at me.

She filled out some forms
with the information I gave her,
had me sign a couple of them,
and finally gave me a deposit
ticket and my very own “pass-
book.” She firmly reminded me
to take good care of my book,
since [ would need it every time
[ came into the bank to “conduct

Eagle Auto Sales

Sharpest Used Cars in Huntsville!

Larry L. Ayers

Darrell Smith
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my business.” | thanked her,
climbed down out of the chair,

and left. So went my first visit to

“The Marble Palace.”
The End

EW/py money

while you

H.C. BLAKE INC

Plumbing, Electrical
Heating,



What the White House Cost in 1889

(Just in the case you ever wondered.)

Salary ofPresident, $50,000.

Additional appropriations
are about $75,000 for a total of
$125,000, annually.

The President has the follow-
ing corps of assistants: Private
Secretary, $3,250; Assistant Pri-
vate Secretary, $2,250; Stenog-
rapher, $1,800; five messengers,
$1,200 each, $6,000 total; Stew-
ard and Two Doorkeepers,
$1,200 each; two ushers, $1,200
for a total 0f$2,400; Night usher.

$1,200; Watchman, $900, and a
few other minor clerks and tele-
graph operators.

Sundries: Incidental ex-
penses. $8,000; White House
repairs, carpets and refurnish-
ing, $12,500; fuel, $2,500;
greenhouse, $4,000; gas,
matches and stable, $15,000.

These amounts, with others
of minor importance, consume
the entire appropriations.

ST

REALTY

3322 S. Memorial Parkway
Suite 32 E
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

PATCASSITY
REALTOR GRI, CRS, LTG
OFFICE
(205) 882-2114
1-800-239-5476
eepen) 720-1310



He Drove A
Hard Bargain

The Minutes of the National
Bank of Huntsville, Alabama in-
dicate that on January 19,1882
James R. Boyd was appointed
messenger for the bank for the
ensuing year, or until the next
annual election of officers, with-
out salary.

He was reelected, without
salary, on January 16, 1883,
January 15, 1884, January 13,
1885, January 19, 1886 and
January 18, 1887. He resigned
in June, 1887.

[ assume he had a better of-
fer.

The

Old Huntsville
Book of Recipes
and Household Tips

This will quickly become
yourfavorite cookbook!
Only 315.95.

page
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"Common Nail Problems 1
ofthe Foot"

Dr. R. Lee Freeman has been treating

patients in North Alabama
since 1979 and is
currently associated with
Dr. Angela W. Murphy

The nails ofthe foot are exposed to a good

deal oftrauma over a lifetime. This trauma may

result in painful, thickened nails that are discolored
and infected with a fungus; or more simply, an

in-grown nail which may be infected by bacteria.

Nail problems ofthe foot should not be ignored.
i They can lead to severe infections that may

affect the bone.
This is especially true for people affected by

diabetes or poor circulation.

The Foot Group

Come Visit Our New Location!

101 Bob Wallace Avenue
Suite B
Huntsville, Ala. 35801
(205) 533-4272

We accept most major insurance plans:
BC/BS-PMD- MEDICARE

"No representation is made about the quality ofthe pediatric services to be performed or ofthe expertise ofthe pediatric physicians

performing such services."
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Thai Slaw

1/2 head fresh cabbage
2 carrots, sliced in match-
stick pieces
I T. lime juice
1/4 c. cilantro (or parsley)
| t. fish sauce
I T. sugar
I T. peanuts, chopped fine
Hand slice the cabbage
thinly. Slice the carrots and add
them to the cabbage. Mix lime
juice, fish sauce, and sugar in a
small bowl. Toss the cilantro and
dressing with cabbage mixture
and top with peanuts.

oun

Strawberry Velvet Soup

3 ¢. fresh strawberries, sliced

| c. sugar

1/2 c. water

2 t. arrowroot mixed with |
T. water

3/4 c. Rose’ wine

| c. fresh orange juice

| 1/4 c. sour cream

Combine strawberries, sugar
and water in a saucepan. Bring
to boil and simmer for 5 minutes,
stir in the arrowroot/water mix-
ture. Add the wine and juice.
Bring to aboil, cook, stirring con-

stantly, until slightly thickened.
Cool for 15 minutes. Pour into
ablender or food processor and
puree. Stir in the sour cream
and chill. Serve garnished with
sliced strawberries.

Apple and Sausage Dinner

| 1b. sausage links

4 apples, peeled and sliced

2 T. brown sugar

1/2 t. cinnamon

I c. shredded Cheddar or
Muenster cheese

Brown the sausage. Drain
fat, reserving a small amount in
which you saute apple slices.
Place sauteed apples in a bak-
ing dish, sprinkle with com-
bined sugar and cinnamon. Top
with the sausage and then the
cheese. Broil until the cheese
melts - serve hot.

Ckeese Roll

| 1b. Old English Cheese,
grated | 3-o0z. package cream
cheese Garlic powder - at least
a generous shake

curry powder

Blend well, divide into 2 or
3 rolls, then roll in curry pow-
der. Wrap. Serve on toast or



crackers. Celery is good with this
also.

Hard Pretzels with Panek

Dressing

| bag of hard pretzels, ar-
ranged on a baking sheet

1/2 c. oil

1/4 c. melted butter

I pkg. dry ranch dressing
mix (Hidden Valley)

Mix the last three ingredients
and drizzle over the pretzels.
Bake at 250 degrees for 10 min-
utes. Stir, bake 10 more minutes.
Or, try the dry pretzels dipped
in mixed ranch dressing.

Irish Soda Bread

| Ib. flour, | t. “Breadsoda”
(baking soda), 1/2 t. salt, 1 c.
sour milk, raisins and/or cara-
way seeds, optional but good.

Sieve into dry bowl the flour
and salt. Put the Breadsoda into

palm ofhand and press out all
lumps and add to flour and salt.
Make a well in the center ofthe
flour and add in the sour milk.
Mix to a dough with a wooden
spoon. Turn out on a floured
board and knead til dough be-
comes smooth. Turn upside
down and flatten out. Mark with
a cross on top. Place on a bak-
ing sheet and bake in a fairly hot
oven (400 degrees) for 1/2 hour.
When baked, place on a wire
rack to cool.

Sweet Noodle Pudding

1/2 1b. egg noodles, 3 eggs, |
1/2 ¢. milk, | c¢. sour cream, |
Ib. cottage cheese, 1/2 c. sugar,
1/2 c¢. raisins, cinnamon and
sugar.

Cook noodles as directed.
Add next 6 ingredients. Pour
into greased casserole. Sprinkle
with cinnamon and sugar. Bake
at 350 degrees for 40-50 min-
utes.

| Believe that the
Huntsville

City Council
should 14 rkin
Harmony for the
Well-being and
Respect of the
Community.
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oil, 2 medium onions,
chopped, | head cabbage, cut
into bite-sized pieces.

Covefthe bottom ofthe fry-
ing pan with oil. Saute onions
until partially cooked. Add cab-
bage, stir. Cover and cook until
cabbage is tender.

TT#

Italian food is thatfve or

six days

VAXA

A All Natural Product Allows
Your Body to Address

Everyday Illness

DIABETICS

Safe, Natural

Homeopathic
Nutraceutical Support for
diabetes, hypoglycemia,
and other blood sugar
imbalances.

Diabin+™ by VAXA®

Let Your Body

Correct its Own Imbalances!

Buy-Wise Drugs
444 Wynn Drive
Huntsville, Ala.



1950s spawned a rash of
strange sightings around the
country. University of New
Mexico scientists were puzzled
for weeks by a piece of “alien
debris” sent to them by a Geor-
gia schoolteacher, who told
them it had landed on her side-
walk in liquid form. Using Gei-
ger counters, laboratory equip-
ment and microscopes, they
studied the mass of black, po-
rous material sent to them as
the possible remains of one of
the mysterious “green fireballs”
seen recently in southern skies.

Finally, in a unconventional
move of desperation. Dr. Lin-
coln La Paz showed the strange
object to his wife. Mrs. La Paz
looked, sniffed, and then con-
firmed.

You can confound the
world’s top scientists, but you
can't fool a housewife when it
comes to burnt toast.

When the minister asked
Leta Teneyck if she would
promise to “love, honor, and
obey,” the wedding guests
waited anxiously on the front
porch. So did the groom. Leta’s

answer came from a portable
microphone as she watched her
own wedding from her bedroom
window.

Leta’s doctor had ordered her
to bed with a case of contagious
measlesjust five hoursbefore her
long planned betrothal to Jerome
Denzer, so Leta stood at the win-
dow. beautifully adorned in wed-
ding gown and veil, to marry her
fiance from a distance.

Frank Havostak was ayoung
American serviceman returning
from Europe at the end of World
War II. As his ship sailed from
London, Frank reacted to a sud-
den whim and wrote his name
and address on a piece of paper,
inserted it into a bottle, and
dropped it overboard. It was re-
trieved offthe coast ofIreland by
a Miss Brenda O’Sullivan near
her hometown of Cork, and the
two corresponded for the next
seve. years. Newspapers picked
up on the story of the long dis-
tance romance, and a few busi-
nessmen from Frank’s hometown
of Johnstown, Pennsylvania
banded together to pick up the
tab for him to travel to Ireland to
meet her.

As reporters on both coasts
waited breathlessly for reports on
the courtship. Miss O’Sullivan
took one look at poor Frank and
decided that they should remain
pen pals.

A suit charging a doctor with
wrongfully sterilizing a woman
came before the Warren County,
Virginia circuit court. James E.
Williams claims that his wife was
sterilized without his consent af-
ter she gave birth to the couple’s
third child. A unique twist in the
case was the fact that Mrs. Will-
iams gave birth to her fourth

Huntsville's 'Historic'
Train Shop

MTH - WEAVER
WILLIAMS - LIONEL
RIVAROSS - LGB

5363303

Mon. 12:30-6:30
Tue.-Fri. 9-11/12:30-6:30
Saturday 9-6
320 Church St. Huntsville, Ala.

child two weeks ago. Williams
and his attorney have refused to
say what effect his wife's giving
birth again will have on the law-
suit. Mrs. Williams is also said
to be disappointed with her
obstetrician’s services.

Mrs. Jo Farmer of Provi-
dence, Rhode Island went on
vacation and returned to a
jungle. She spent a month on
Cape Cod, and came home to
find that a kudzu vine growing
outside her bouse had found its
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way in through a slit near the
window and grew into the living F < F d 1
room. She discovered long green lrSt e era
tentacles entwining picture
frames, the piano and other

pieces of furniture. Mrs. Farmer Mortgage

is not thrilled with her new BUILDINGAND GROWING WITHALABAMA
‘Jungle motif and plans to re-

colonize her living room, 2310 Market Place SW, Suite B Huntsville, Ala.
Call (205) 551-0123

Ifyou didn't selectjust any house then
don't selectjust any mortgage company!

A Welsh gardener’s assistant
just couldn’'t stand flower pots.
Day after day, week after week,

he had to wash the pesky things SPECIALIZING IN

instead oflooking after the flow-

ers. The final straw came when Conventional fixed rate & Adjustable rate mortgages
his friends started calling him FHA and VA loans

the “pot washer” in front of his Short-term construction & construction permanent loans
girlfriend. Hejust went berserk! Fixed rate balloon & bi-weekly mortgages

He raged through the potting Bond & MCC Programs

shed and broke the stems 0f328 FmHA Loans

prize chrysanthemums, and left No PMI Option

a note calling his boss a “pig-

headed slave driver!” The New- Your Mortgage Specialists:
port Juvenile Court fined the Betty Boykin, Mortgage Officer/Branch Manager - Martha Gilstrap, Mortgage
five-year-old £5 ($7.78). Officer - Marla Warren, Mortgage Officer/Construction Loan Manager

Today There’s
MIRACLE-EAR

Hearing Loss can occur at any age.
Don't miss a word ofyour child's school
play. Don't miss a note ofyourfavorite
symphony. After all, it's the little things

that count the most.

The Mirage'
Hearing
Aid

MixasleEar”

«Hearing aid* wont restorenatural hearing. Individual experiences may vary depending on proper fit, severity ofhearing loss, accuracy ofevaluation and ability to adapt to amplification.
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Huntsville

Heresay

By Billy Joe Cooley

and His Unidentified Sources.

Larry Mullins, in his May-
oral bid, has won over an aston-
ishing amount of new friends
who still believe that Huntsville
can continue to be a part ofthe
American Dream. Regardless of
the outcome, Larry will continue
to be a tremendous asset to the
citizens of Huntsville

[ attended the old time gos-
pel quartet reunion in Greenville,
S.C., and swapped memories
with hundreds of names you'll
remember from the past, includ-
ing James Blackwood and Eva
Mae LeFever. A hundred or
more Huntsvillians were there,
including Doug Young, who
sings bass on the national level
for Hovie Lister’s Statesmen
Quartet and locally for Bruce
Thornhill’s Regents. Barbara
Reed, a onetime gospel DJ on

WBHR has attended all 16 ofthe
reunions.

Sandwich master Glenn
Watson of Stanlieo’s who's run-
ning for City council says, "Win
or Lose, I'll always remember the
polite and courteous way the
good citizens of Huntsville have
treated me during my travels
around our beautiful city."
Sources tell us that Glenn has
personally knocked on over
8,000 doors during the cam-
paign.

Since our last issue death
has claimed entertainer Bill
Kendrick, once known as
singalong pianist Billy Blue of
Finnegan'’s Irish Pub.

BUD CRAMER’S open house
atheadquarters (South Parkway,
across from Ramada) attracted
more than a thousand support-

ers intent on returning him to
Congress. A good time was
had by all who came to cheer
him on in his reelection bid
against Republican hopeful,
Wayne Parker.

Retired state trooper
Jimmy Lee Hancock brought
a platter ofhis famous peanut
butter candy to the to-do. I
helped it to disappear fast.

Tax Assessor hopeful,
BILL KLING has earned
everyone's praise for being the
hardest working campaigner
in Madison County. A mayoral
hopeful was heard to say that
Kling had attended more may-
oral forums than some people
seeking office in the city elec-
tions. One thing's for sure; you
won't outwork Bill!

Teen actor Welborn

V/s/f with the ladies & gentlemen of

taws [RisH 2B

And Enjoy Your Heritage

South Parkway

(Next to Joe Davis Stadium)



Fterrene of Hilton Head, a famil-
iar face on TV sitcoms, helped
to brighten our crew’s spirits on
part ofthe Carolina trip. “Could
you make a pet gravestone out
ofplastic?” he asked a salesman
in Athens, Ga. “I carry my dog's
ashes around in a fruitjar and
need a lightweight monument to.
... That's when he got tickled at
the serious faced clerk and lost
the punchline. Oh well.

LAWYER Bob Shipman,
who is running for District
Judge, will kick his campaign off
in a big way any day now. “Yard
signs and bumper stickers will
be ready this week,” says he.

John Crow, running for
County commission District 3,
has proven to be a formidable
candidate. With his common
sense approach he is appealing
to a lot of "ordinary people" that
many candidates seem to forget
about. Also, it doesn't hurt him
to have such a lovely and intelli-
gent wife (Sue).

Artist Helen "Babe"
Sockwell joined a bunch ofus
at the Alabama Music Hall of
Fame in Muscle Shoals.

LaBoheme Coffee House
and gallery (on Pratt at Five
Points) is where some of our
crowd likes to hang around
these nights. Some very enlight-
ening conversations take place.

Miss Eunice’s new souvenir
menus are available at her
Country Kitchen. [ wrote abrief
life story for the cover.

Catherine Wilson of chow-
chow fame (Limestone Flea Mar-
ket) is already making up Christ-
mas baskets for this year.

Robin Morgan and brother
Jim played pool the other night
in Johnny Tona’s smoke-free
Family Billiards. Todd Wheaton
and galpals were at the next
table

George Wells has released a
CD and cassette recording of ‘A
John Mark Kind ofLove,” which
tells of Tide football Coach Gene
Stallings’ son who has downs'
syndrome. It's a touching story
of endless love and determina-
tion.

Three stars for Herb "The
Man with the Plan" Dixon. With
little campaign organization and
fewer funds, Herb has run a
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mayoral campaign that has
caused everyone to sit up and
take notice. It makes one won-
der if"Mr. Smith really can go to
Washington."

Political patriarch ofMadison
County, James Record, has
thrown his supportbehind Dean
O'Farrell for mayor. That should
be worth a whole pocketful of
votes.

Finally, we've heard that Aunt
Eunice is keeping a political
scorcard on ALL the candidates.
We'd love to get a good look at
that. Maybe after the smoke
clears and all is said and done
she'll let us take a peek!

Commercial
Floor covering
Wall Covering

Window Treatments

C C Design Supply, Inc.,
offers expertproduct
knowledge, competitive
pricing and experienced
competent installation
crews togive you an on-

time quality completion.
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Comments
from a
Union Camp
at Huntsville

From the Nashville Union,
Saturday, March 12, 1864,

From Huntsville, Alabama
(correspondence ofthe
Nashville Union)

Huntsville, March 5, 1864

A few notes from this depart-
ment of the army may be inter-
esting to your numerous read-
ers.

This town of Huntsville is
truly the gem of the Southern
Confederacy. It is a most charm-
ing and delightful place. It is
beautifully situated in the centre
ofarich and enterprising popu-
lation. Notwithstanding the hor-
rors of war, it is still imposing
and attractive. The mansions of
the wealthy nabobs vie in pictur-
esque splendor, with the lordly
residences of European aristo-
crats. There are four churches,
all distinguished by the peculiar
architecture oftheir church edi-
fices. All of them are neat and
commodious, though, as a mat-
ter oftaste, Methodist as | am, |
confess a special liking for the
Gothic grandeur of the Episco-
pal Temple. The Methodists have
a magnificent Female College, in
fact it is the finest structure of
the kind I have ever seen. Mr.
Plummer is the President, and
is said to be a gentleman of fine
culture. Mrs. Prof. Wilson pre-
sides over the culinary depart-
ment, and is a lady of great per-

sonal beauty and accomplish-
ments.

Jerry Clemensresides here.
He is a brilliant lawyer, and vo-
luminous author. The fearless
and patriotic Nick Davis stays
here. This also was the home of
the noble Lane, who kept the
grand old flag floating from his
house in the darkest days ofre-
bellion. He was the noblest Ro-
man ofthem all. Peace to his gal-
lant soul.

Standing upon one of these
hills, and looking around upon
this beautiful and glorious coun-
try, the thought of this most
wicked rebellion, came over us
with a heart-depressing dull-
ness. We scarcely need to “go to
India or Ceylon to find the spot
pertinently described by Heber-

Where every prospect
pleases.

And only man is vile.

[ am forcibly reminded ofthe
saying of Cromwell, while view-
ing the beautiful valley of the
Nore from the cupola of St.
Canice "That this indeed is a
land worth fighting for."

What weather! More lovely
days never dawned on the

sunny South than those of the
last few weeks. Yesterday the sun
rose beautifully and brilliantly,
the surrounding hills dazzling as
his first beams played upon
them. But what a fickle climate!
One day bright, another dark;
one as wet as a swamp creek,
another as dry as powder! One
day the air is still as death, not a
leaf'stirring; another cloudy and
wet! If angels laugh, they may
smile at our sudden transition
from storm to sunshine.

To-day it is very unpleasant,
as itrained all night, and contin-
ues to rain. Did not a poet write
something beginning with the
words, “How beautiful is the
rain?” If that hardy genius was
doing picket duty in a pelting
storm, walking his post two
hours out ofevery six, and in vain
trying the other four to get some
rest under the shelter of cloth
through which the water came in
a fine drizzle, he would expurgate
that piece from the next edition
of his works. There are some in-
describable elements connected
with the Southern climate, which
make it sometimes peculiarly at-
tractive to Northerners, and yet

WATKINS DELIVERS
FREE TO YOUR FRONT DOOR!

Spices & Extracts
Nutrition & Health Care Products
Skin & Hair Care
Cleaning Products

Order Watkins quality products conveniently

from your home!

For a Watkins Catalog or Information on becoming an
Independent Representative call:
Anne Stroop

205-859-3871



the greater number prefer not to
stay here any length of time.

And now what of our present
camp? It is one ofthe finest, in all
respects, which we have ever oc-
cupied. The water is excellent and
abundant. Two regiments of the
brigade are encamped on the slope
ofalarge field, almost clear oftim-
ber, and beautiful for situation. In
full view is the charming city of
Huntsville, back ofitis a vastrange
of hills, their peaked summits
glowing in the sun, with the col-
ored brilliancy ofa chain ofgems.
The sanitary condition of the
troops is all that we can desire.
Thanks to the vigorous efforts of
the surgical department for this
state of things. Messrs. Buell and
Bowenger are indefatigable in their
efforts to secure the health ofthe
men. How long we shall occupy
this almost Eden we don't know;
a day - a week - perhaps a month!
Army movements are uncertain.
The birth ofthe Father ofhis Coun-
try was celebrated by appropriate
ceremonies in the beautiful rooms
ofthe Huntsville Hotel. Though the
design of'the celebration was un-

known a few days before, still
the occasion was full of inter-
est and enthusiasm. Peals of
bells ushered in the morning,
salvos of cannon resounded at
noon! And the bands dis-
coursed patriotic airs. The day
was delightfully mild and
bright. It seemed as if Provi-
dence had ordained that the
anniversary ofthis memorable
event, should have no draw-
backs on account of the
weather!

The contrabands are col-
lecting here by the hundreds.
Much has been said as to their
future. Our land cannot do
without them. We have almost
a boundless continent of sur-
passing beauty and fertility to
be converted into a garden. It
will require myriads of hands
to make this wilderness blos-
som as the rose. The forests are
overshadowed with myriad
acres because there are no
hands to fell the trees! The
luxuriant prairie lies idle be-
cause there is none to put in
the plow. Here thousands
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streams rush uselessly down
their foaming beds, because no
hands can be found to rear the
factory and to guide the machin-
ery.
A detachment of the 15th
Tennessee Colored Infantry ar-
rived today. They are a splendid
set of fellows, and their soldier
bearing won the admiration of
all.

The Sanitary and Christian
commissions have branch of-
fices here, and are doing a noble
work for the soldiers of the
Union. The useful and inesti-
mable services of these societ-
ies for the sick, wounded and
dying volunteer, demand the
gratitude and blessing ofall. The
Sanitary organization is not
quite two years old, and in this
briefperiod oftime it has accom-
plished a great work in promot-
ing the general health ofour vast
army. The originators of this
God-like scheme ofbenevolence
are well-known philanthropists.
Though authorized by the Gov-
ernment, it is not a Government
institution. Since its formation.

DISCOVER THE FLAVOR OF OLD MEXICO!

MEJICANO

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
"SERVING HUNTSVILLE SINCE 1973

Delicious Mexican Food In A Friendly Atinosphe
All Menu Items Prepared Fresh Daily

Banquet Room Facilities

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER -
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Closed Mondavs

CALL..534-2371

2713 PATTON RD. S.W.
1 BETWEEN BOB WALLACE & DRAKE AVENUES -



ACROSS

7.First capital of Alabama

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
21.
24.
25.
26.

30.
31.

32.
35.

37.

39.

Landmark building downtown
Longtime Co. Commissioner
John Hunt's 1st home in
Huntsville

Where John Hunt kept his
powder

Good place for local history
books

Old name for local island
Son of John Hunt

Famous Huntsville Clay

Most recent VR to visit
Huntsville

Church downtown

1st Redstone Arsenal
Commander

High Society hill in Huntsville
Built cabins and roads on
Monte Sano

Confederate Gen. given horse
by Huntsville

Appliance store downtown

43.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

A

10.

12.

18.

Controversial Dr. who gave 19. Mayor for 20 years
home to city 20. Nearby river with many forks
“Birdman" of Madison Co. 22. So called “Free State”
Nearby town on river 23. Street named for Revolution-
High Hill on Holmes Ave. ary War General
Congressman 27. Early black newspaper editor
Tried for murder of Union 28. At the Big Spring before Hunt
General 29. Publisher of Huntsville Times
33. Community college
DOWN 34. John Hunt's son-in-law
Bar and restaurant downtown 36. Locals refer to it as Fort Book
John Hunt's Va. Co. of birth 38. Huntsville Confederate General
Historic Madison Co. tavern 40. Street or mill
Showers 41. First H'ville "Miss" in space
John Hunt's rifle 42. Old Huntsville copyboy
Lady with household tips
Eunice's specialty Answers on page 44
First Alabama Governor
Potent regional brew
. Former black H.S.
Famous Civil War
Bushwhacker
Famous composer who taught
at A&M



it has disbursed four hundred
thousand dollars in money, and
distributed seven million dollars’
worth ofhospital stores. Dr. Teed
is superintendent ofthe Western
department. These remarks also
apply to the Christian Commis-
sion.

[ hear a noise in camp, fol-
lowed by a shout. I listen, the
Paymaster has arrived. The
countenances ofthe veterans are
radiant with joy. [ wish I could
describe the sensations pro-
duced by the presence of the
aforesaid gentleman. The first
company paid, and greenbacks
flying like leaves. Our regiment
(the 80th Ohio), received almost
fifty thousand dollars; much of
it has been sent home. May ev-
ery dollar create joy and glad-
ness in the distant homes ofour
brave, battle-scarred volunteers.
These noble fellows had fulfilled
their first term of enlistment,
and had entered the service for
another term. They have been
through many terrible battles,
passing through incredible hard-
ships: and yet these undaunted

heroes again pledge their honor
never to lay down their armor
until the last armed foe expires.
It was a grand and imposing
sight.

Almost thirty months ago,
they left Ohio nine hundred
strong; now they number three
hundred weather embrowned
heroes. Their two battle flags
once flaunting in their fresh em-
bellishments, are now rent by
hostile bullets. Many brave
hands have grasped them, and
followed them into the scenes of
warfare and ofdeath. But where
the hundreds whose places are
now vacant? The majority of
them fill soldiers’ sepulchres.
Have they died in vain? No, by
Heaven! The blood of men fight-
ing for Freedom is never shed in
vain. From the ground it cries
aloud; the earth will never cover
it, and the Avenger knoweth his
day and his hour. Indeed those
lines of Byron's are profoundly
true and noble, "For Freedom’s
battle once begun. Bequeathed
from bleeding sire to son,
Though often lost, is ever won."
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Gallant defenders of their
country’s glory; they are buried
in no ignoble graves, for their
resting place shall be a spot at
which valor shall gain fresh life
and freedom trim her torch. Yes,
illustrious patriots, ye died not
in vain. The truest and best na-
tures in the Republic will mourn
for you; copious tears will be
shed for you; the gallant, the
chivalrous, the brave, the beau-
tiful will sorrow for you; keep
with their tears the green sod
verdant above your heads; the
heart of the nation will throb
heavily at the portals of your
tombs, and the young will see
visions of beauty, of hope, of
honor, of the bright future as-
cending out of your sepulchre.
It 1s a glorious consolation that
those who sleep where they fell,
whose graves are unknown,
trampled over, ploughed up,
blown and scattered by all the
winds ofheaven, have better and
truer tombstones than those who
live and die in inglorious ease.

The End

THE OFFICE EXCHANGE

Does Your Office Need a Facelift?

We Sell Quality Used & Reconditioned
Office Furniture

Complete Furniture Refurbishment Center - Upholstry -
Painting - Formica Work - Reception Counters & Conference
Room Tables Custom Made

We Purchase Surplus Office Furniture
Mon. - Fri. 9am. -5 p.m.

539-4160

601 Washington St, Inside Interstate Trade Mart Bldg. (Corner of Pratt & Washington - Entrance Located in Rear)
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Huntsville: A handsome
young woman from Birmingham
recently came on a visit to a
young matron whose husband is
a prominent businessman in
Huntsville. The fair guestwas ex-
tensively entertained, remained
several weeks and departed. A
few days afterwards the husband
left the city on a business trip.
During his absence, his wife, in
rummaging through the pockets
ofhis coats, came across a letter
written in a decidedly feminine
hand. Her suspicions were in-
stantly aroused, and she read the
contents.

What was her astonishment
and anger to find that the letter
was an endearing little note from
her recent visitor, fixing a meet-
ingwith her husband in Birming-

ham. When the gentleman re-
turned home from his business
trip, he was confronted with the
"billet doux." Those who are ac-
quainted with the fact say that
the tinder missive will probably
be made public as an exhibit in
upcoming divorce proceedings.

Decatur: Here is as warm a
story as had cropped up in De-
catur for many years. For some
time past a well known young
lady ofthis city has been puzzled
and frightened by the occasional
appearance of a skulking figure
atnight in the yard ofher home.
These visitations usually oc-
curred on Saturday, and a couple
of weeks ago she requested a
married friend to send her hus-
band over to lay in wait for the
intruder.

Designer Glass

Artist/Designer Consultant

IVr Have a Unique Assortment of”
Handmade Glass Gifts, Angels, Trivets,
Beautiful Birdhouses and
Mosaic Garden Stones

3312-A Bel Wallace Ave.
536-0100 or 536-1808

The gentleman responded
and about the time the young
lady was retiring saw three men
slip up to her bedroom window.
He promptly raised the alarm
and gave chase. They ran like
scared rabbits, but the amateur
detective hung to the trail ofone
ofthe trio and finally succeeded
in overhauling him.

To his utter surprise, he
found that his prisoner was a
prominent young lawyer and
worst of all, an ardent suitor of
the very girl at whose casement
he had been detected in the fact!
The young attorney was badly
rattled and eventually made a
clean chest of it. He admitted
that he had been in the habit of
spying at the window of his
sweetheart for weeks past and
that his companions were
present at his visits. Both are
well known about town, and one
is a fledgling physician. Possibly
he regarded it as a good oppor-
tunity to perfect his knowledge
of anatomy.

The trio has since made a
ghastly effort to pass the affair
off as a joke, but this explana-
tion is received with no smiles.
The gentleman who solved the
mystery has made no secret of
the facts and wherever they have
been heard, the comments are
scathing. The affair is certain to
result in the complete social os-
tracism of all three ofthe young
men concerned.



We know Huntsville votes Experience, Education, and Plan. Please, look at
HERB DIXON's Experience, HERB DIXON’s Education, and HERB DIXON's Plan for the future of our city.
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HERB DIXON

(The candidate with the Winning Qualifications)

mXUQ—._QDOQ - 7 years in Washington D.C. defending the Redstone Arsenal budget, 5 yrs managing

3,000 employee company, 12 yrs own small business, serves on 5 technical committees
focused on helping small businesses, 17 yrs in international trade, over 20 yrs in
"crisis management", and a Vietnam veteran

Education - ssain Accounting, Master of Science & Doctorate in Public Administration and Management,
Graduate of the US Army War College, and US Army Command & General Staff College

Plan = 5 specific programs to "Commercialize" our economy by increasing the size of the technical

workforce, opening more international markets, creating more "Home Grown" businesses,
developing the Golden Triangle, and getting our fair share from a "Give Away" government

Please vote for HERB DIXON on August 27, 1996
(The man with "The Plan’)

Campaign Headquarters
3111 Bob Wallace Ave
"To know where a man is going, look where he has been" PH: 534-2154/536-030

Paid for by Dixon for Mayor, P.O. Box 4106, Huntsville, AL. 35815
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Woman 1in
Bathing Suit
Rides 1n

Patrol Wagon

Woman not penitent. Claimed,

"she

was perfectly respectable!"”

Mobile, July 26 : Miss Nadine
Jones was taken from the bath-
ing beach to the town hall police
station clad only in a bathing
suit, which the arresting police-
woman, Mrs. Anna Loucke, de-
clared to have been cut too low
in the neck. The trip was made
in patrol wagon. Miss Jones was
released and went home in a
street car.

“My bathing suit is perfectly
respectable; there have been lots
ofthem at the beach cut lower,”

explained Miss Jones at the sta-
tionjustbefore she was released.
She was instructed to sew on an
extra edging about her shoulders
before bathing publicly again.

From 1908 newspaper

Th( L 77,
Tz
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Ross Perot

BLACKWELL
LAND & TITLE
RESEARCH
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Experience
N. Alabama & S. Tennessee
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ofReal Estate Research
(24 Hr. Service in Most Cases)

Member
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Office/fax 533-2439
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720-3110-707-1536

WE SPECIALIZE IN COPYING

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS
895-0495

BOB GATHANY
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Practice Wat We Preach

from 1896 newspaper

Strange, how death seems at
times to cast a veritable shadow
before, and how, in the light ofa
tragedy, we are so often able to
look backwards and find a host
of incidents instinct, as it were,
with presence ofthe event itself.

A few days before Dr. Nat
Harris was stricken down with
the terrible malady that ended
last Saturday with his death, he
was chatting with several friends
on the subject of appendicitis.
The doctor showed the others ex-
actly where the first pangs were
felt. “If I should have a violent
pain righthere,” he said, indicat-
ing with his finger, “I would have
an operation performed inside of
an hour. The great trouble with
most cases,” he continued, “is
that the surgeon is delayed until
blood poisoning sets in. Ifthere
is no complication of that sort,
and the patient is in good gen-
eral health, his chances ofrecov-
ery are ten to one."

"But you don’t anticipate an
attack, do you?" asked one ofthe
group jestingly. "Not [," replied
the doctor lightly. "Still, one can
never tell."

This conversation occurred
on the steps of the corner drug-
store. Forty-eight hours later Dr.
Harris was in the throes ofa se-
vere attack of appendicitis.
Strange to say. he did the very
thing which he had warned his
listeners against - he delayed the
operation until the sac ofthe ap-
pendix had burst and a hopeless
case of peritonitis, or blood poi-
soning. set in.

This, by the way, was the first

thing he inquired aboutwhen he

emerged from the influence of
the ether. When informed that a
rupture had been found he knew,

as a skilled physician, that he

was doomed and no man ever
went down into the Valley ofthe

Shadow with a braver counte-
nance or a stouter heart.
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Rub Out Pain

with good oil liniment. That's the
surest way to stop it. The best
rubbing liniment is

MUSTANG
LINIMENT

Goodfor the ailments of
Horses, Mules, Cattle, Etc.
Goodfor Your own aches,
Pains, Rheumatism, Sprains,
Cuts, Burns, Etc.

25 cents,50 cents, $1. At All Dealers
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from The Year 1952

Hartselle
Welco: ies
Sparkman

AUGUST 10: Governor Per-
sons has said he will attend
‘John Sparkman Day” in
Hartselle on August 20th. The
celebration will feature a visitby
the Democratic vice presidential
nominee, who was born near
here. Senator Sparkman made
the first speech in his Congres-
sional crusade at Hartselle, and
also his first speech in his bid
for the Senate. Both campaigns
were successful.

The Senator is expected to
arrive atthe Morgan County High
School at 9:30 a.m., where he
will be met by a reception com-
mittee. A parade, including
marching bands from Decatur
and Morgan County High
Schools, will escort Senator
Sparkman to a platform at the
L&N Railroad Station, where he
will make a speech.

Afterward he will be guest of
honor at a luncheon to be held
in the basement of the First
Methodist Church. Invited guests
include members of his 1917
graduating class of Morgan
County High School.

Shameless Burglars

Steal Baby's Bank

Chief of police urges citizens to
telephone reports of prowlers

AUGUST 15: Police were called to the home of Mr. and Mrs.
W. B. Lanier last night on the report ofprowlers in the area. Offic-
ers responding to the call at the Fifth Avenue residence found
that a back window screen had been cut, and signs of entry were
evident. Further examination revealed that, in their haste to make
an escape, the robbers had only time enough to take a single
object, this being the Lanier child’s savings bank containing $1.35.

Chief].B. Whitmore urges all citizens to report any unnatural
noises in their neighborhoods to the police department. “Keep
those calls coming in to us and we'll do our best to catch these

prowlers,” he said.

ELECT BILL KLING

TAX ASSESSOR
(NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION)

AS YOUR TAX ASSESSOR
BILL KLING

wants to make sure that
YOU get every allowable
property tax exemption,
and pay as little tax as
possible.

VOTE NOVEMBER 5
Paid Pol. Adv. by Friends of Bill Kling



Senate Subcommittee
Targets "Red" Writers

Spreading Communist Propaganda!

WASHINGTON, AUGUST 27:
The report of a Senate subcom-
mittee released today accused
several radio and television
script writers of spreading
"subtle" propaganda over the
nation’s airwaves.

"Pro-Communist writers stop
short of laying down the party
line in their program scripts,"
reported Miss Ruth Adams
Knightto the subcommittee, 'but
skillfully weave into them a con-
stant derision of the capitalistic
system. They aim at the simple
people who listen to the radio,
and who would turn it off out-
right if they heard Communist
propaganda." One of those de-
nounced by the testimony of
Miss Knight is Ira Marion, once
a script writer for Voice of
America anti-Communist propa-
ganda broadcasts beamed to Is-
rael. She swore that in private
life Mr. Marion is a “card-carry-
ing Communist.”

In New York, the Radio Writ-
ers Guild issued a statement de-
nying any Involvement with the
Communist Party, and said that
all oftheir members had signed
non-Communist affidavits.
Other findings by the Senate
subcommittee included reports
that Communists are infiltrating
American youth groups, most
notably the Boy Scouts of
America. Yet another reported
indicate! | thatthe subcommittee
was studying the “use of sex” in
the Communist underground
movement. In a related news
story, fourteen “Reds” have been

found guilty by a court in Cali-
fornia of “plotting to advocate
violent overthrow ofthe govern-
ment.” Each faces a maximum
sentence of five years impris-
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onment and a fine 0of$10,000.
Attorneys of those convicted
have said they will appeal and are
mounting a large effort to raise
defence funds.

Designer Consignment Boutique

(20s) 880-6027
Featuringfull line in Elegant Wedding & Evening Wear &
Selective Casual, Day & Cruise Wear

Ladies Sizes 2-26
Wide Array ofAccessories

Accepting Consignment by App't.
Mon. - Fri. 10-5 pm /Sat. 10-4 pm /After Hours by App't.

[Main Street South Shopping Village, 7500 Mem. Pkwy Suite 121,
K Huntsville, Ala. - Brenda Hicox Owner
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SERVING HUNTSVILLE FOR OVER 35 YEARS

* INSTALLATION

Model JP350BV Model JE1540GY
ilaTM Turntafe/e Microwave Oven

GE PrOﬂle BIaCk on BIaCk 900 waits. 1.5 <ii. II. oven cavils.

" py I'lvctronic digital display with
30 RI b bon COOktOp clock X- limer. (lonvrnienrr
Black patterned glass-ceramic surface. Two §". (looking Controls: Beverage.
one 6" and one dual riblxm heating II)OPﬁOHL Snack§i Reheatl and
elements direct heat straight up to the pan (Iook. Instant Oil controls. On

Oft beeper control.

instamlv. [ Hot lights star on until surface cools.

Model JTP13GV

30" Black on Black
Built-In Self-Cleaning Oven

Large capacity. 4.2 cn. It. oven. Electronic oven
control with touchpads. ITainrless black glass
door with big view window. Can ¥ installed into
a wall, a 30" cabinet or nnderconntvr installation.

113 CLINTON AV. W. (DOWNTOWN)
(1/2 MILE EAST OF RKWV>
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Pratt Avenue
Antique Mall

708 Pratt Ave. (1 blk. east of
Andrew Jackson)
536-3117 Mon - Sat 10-5,
Sun 1-5
Antiques, Fine Furniture,
Accessories, Books, Art-
work, Custom Framing and

a large selection of Greenlawn
Collectibles. 9000 sq. ft. .
Interiors

11216 Hwy 231/431
Meridianville 852-5232,
Wed. - Fri, 12-5,
Sat 10-5, and app't.
Furniture, Accessories,
. Gifts, Phonographs,
Ha’rtlex Anthue Records, Old Post Cards
Mall & Collectible Paper.

1030 Old Monrovia Rd.
830-4278 Mon - Sat 10-7

100 plus Dealers!
Red. ROOSter Across from Madison
Anthue Mall Square Mall, next to Saturn

12519 South Mem. PWY.
881-6530 Mon-Fri 10-6,

Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5 Old Town
10,000 sq. ft. of Antiques & .
Collectibles Anthue Mau

820 Wellman Ave.
533-7002 Mon-Sat 10-5
Multi-Dealer Mall
Antiques, Jewelry, Gifts,
Linens, Gift Baskets,

Furniture



page 34
Searching
For Our

Ancestors

A monthly column provided by the Tennessee Valley Genealogical
Society to aidpeople in their genealogical research.

* CASEY * TENNISON *

Seek information on Martin
L. CASEY. On 1920 Jackson
o AL Census, Section Pre-
cinct, with wife Anna and nine
children. Occupation: Physician,
Any information appreciated.

Would like to correspond
with descendants of John L.
TENNISON, b. 29 Jun 1836 TN
or MS, d. 29 Mar 1916 Lime-
stone Co., AL Buried Legg Cem-
etery. My grandfather Thomas
Franklin CASEY was his half-
brother. Any help appreciated.

Joe M. Casey, R O. Box 511,
Tullahoma. TN 37388

* CARY * THOMPSON -

Need information on the fol-
lowing: Ann Eliza CARY, b. 1812,
grad, ofLaGrange College 1831,
m. 9 Apr 1835 Joseph T. TH-
OMPSON Livingston, AL. They
moved to Shelbyville, Bedford
Co., TN where she died. Lavinia
M. CARY, b. 1816, b. Newcomb
THOMPSON 1II, Ilived in
Shelbyville, Bedford Co., TN.
Professor James L. CARY, b.
cl820, m. Amanda. He estab-
lished several schools and taught
in Williamson, Marshall and
Bedford Co's, TN. Francis M.
CARY, b. 1814 Madison Co., AL.
described in Methodist Church

records as one ofthe leading and
active men in the Talladega Cir-
cuit 1833-1842, may be the
brother of those listed above.
Rev. J. W. CARY, b. 1861 entered
Methodist ministry in 1889,

served in Decatur, AL until his
death in 1931, was he the son of
Prof. James CARY? Would like
to have parents, siblings, etc. for
the 5 CARY'S listed.

Elizabeth Thompson Schact
49 East 73 Street, 18 C, New
York NY 10021

» KING * ALLEN * MILLER
* WILLIAMS *

Seeking info on George
Washington KING, b. 25 Jun
1844 VA, bur. Wayland Cemetery,
St. Joseph, TN, m. cl866 Mary
Margaret Allen. Would also like
info on John Pinkieton MILLER,
b. 18 Mar 1878, m. 1900 Callie
Dona Williams. Will pay postage.

Barbara J. Thompson, Rt 1.

What Could Be More Valuable



Box 372AA, Tuscumbia, AL
35674

* AGEE * AGE *

Need information on Nancy
AGE (AGEE) b. cl1825 in TN, d.
after 1860, bur. in grave marked
with simple stone near Hatton,
AL. Who was spouse: Who were
parents? Known children: Will-
iam Absalom Agee, M.D., b. 13
Dec 1842, d. 2 Apr 1923; John,
b. cl852; Mary, b. cl849; Jas-
per, b. Aug 1854, d. 8 Nov 1913;
Joseph J., b. Oct 1859; Nancy
Frances Clementine Rebecca, b.
cl867; and Sarah Scoggin, b.
cl 845.

Alfred L. Burden Jr., M.D.,
202 Sheffield, San Antonio, TX
78213

* BROCK * MATLOCK ¢

Need information on Labron
(Lebron) C. BROCK, b. 1824,
Limestone Co., ALQ d. 1859
Limestone Co., AL. Married 1844
Limestone, Co., AL, Eliziann E.
MATLOCK, I am trying to deter-

mine cause of death, location of

cemetery, names of mother and

father or any other information.
Fran Horn, 1715 Paxton Drive,
Carrollton, TX 75007

¢ GALLAWAY * NORWOOD
* SANDLER *

Need information re: Tait
GALLAWAY, presumed to be the
father of Matthew GALLAWAY,
who fought in Revolutionary War
and rec'd land in Oglethorpe Co.,
GA ¢l 806. Matthew's son Ander-
son GALLAWAY settled in
Lawrence Co., AL. His daughter
Martha C. GALLAWAY m.
Nathaniel S. NORWOOD in
Lawrence Co., AL. Their son Dr.
Robert Watter NORWOOD m.
Lillie Dale SANDLER. They were
my grandparents.

Katherine S. Townley, 7846
Russellhurst Drive, Kirtland, OH
44094

Two fai claimed
to own a certain cow.
While one pulled on its

head and the otherpulled

on its tail, the cow was

milked by a lawyer.

service

For expert repair ofaudio/video equipment

Factory authorized service
center for22 manufacturers

1318 Putnam Dr.

722-9889
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To order your own
subscription of Valley
Leaves, North Alabama's
most comprehensive
quarterly genealogical
magazine, write:

Tennessee Valley

Genealogical Society, Inc.
RO. Box 1568
Huntsville, Al 35807

| RG. NAYMAN CO. INC. |

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust"
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From The
Blackjack

so many connections that they
could never hold him for long,
and he was back out on the
streets within hours to continue
“business as usual.” As a teen-
il ager, Mensick became a mobster
and earned a prominent position
fwith Capone. His income from

Table To
The Pulpait

By G. Ralph Jones

Three long, black cars
crossed over the Keller Memo-
rial Bridge about noon, shortly
after its completion. The occu-
pants included Al Capone and
several members of his notori-
ous Chicago Gang. They were
traveling down Highway 31 on
their way to Florida. Capone was
in the middle car; the front and
rear cars traveled with him to
assure his safely.

In the late evening they spot-
ted ayoung minister hitchhiking
from one church engagement to
another near the Florida line,
and they stopped to pick him up.
The young man was later known
to Decatur as Dr. Monroe Parker,
pastor of Grace Baptist Church
in the mid-1950s. A short time
later, Capone spotted a farm-
house along the road that had a
large number of chickens in the
yard. He ordered the cars to
stop, and a gang member with a
machine gun stepped from the
car and mowed down several of
the hapless birds. At the next
little town they came to, the gang-
sters all went into a restaurant
and ordered the cook to fry up
the chickens and serve them. Dr.
Parker, now an evangelist, was
preaching in Chicago and men-
tioned this incident. A big.

brawny man came forward after
the service and identified him-
selfas amember ofthe gang who
was along at the time. His name
was George Mensick. His life had
changed, he told Dr. Parker, and
he was now a lay-missionary to
convicts and their families.

In the mid-1950s, Pastor Dr.
Monroe Parker invited this
ex-gangster for a series of meet-
ings at Grace Baptist Church.
Mensick had dedicated his life
to telling the story ofhis conver-
sion from a life of crime to a life
for Christ. During his stay in
Decatur, he took his meals at the
home of Ralph and Glenna Dee
Jones, and while there related
many events of his past life. He
had an endless number of sto-
ries that illustrated how low a
man can sink when he disre-
gards God'’s direction and allows
Satan to take over his life.

Mensick was reared in a
poor neighborhood in Chicago,
and was a perfect target for the
underground operation of the
Capone Gang. The gang was in-
volved in liquor, gambling, pros-
titution, and all the vices ofthat
era. Though frequent visits to
the police department were a
part of everyday business,
Capone was so powerful and had

dealing cards in a casino was
very substantial for thattime. He
drove Cadillacs and Lincolns,
wore expensive suits, and lived
in the best section of Chicago. He
became a heavy drinker, used
heroin, and was eventually in-
volved in gambling, rape and
murder.

Mensick told many stories of
his experiences at the blackjack
table. He told of the number of
priests, ministers, and promi-
nent people who gambled at his
table, drank his booze, and then
went upstairs to visit a prostitute.
We could see why he had no re-
spect for this thing called “reli-
gion.”

Things began to change for
Mensick when his wife became
ill and had to go to the hospital
for several days. While there, she
listened to a radio broadcast
from the Moody Bible Institute.
Her life was changed. When she
went home she related her deci-
sion for Christ to Mensick. His
response was, "you'll get over it."
But she did not. She was differ-
ent: she no longer drank with
him, took drugs with him, or
even fought with him. She at-
tended Market Manor Baptist
Church in Chicago while
Mensick continued working at
the gambling house.

Mensick could not un-
derstand the change. One Sun-
day morning he announced that
he was going to church with her.
He wanted to see just what went
on in that place, and what they
were doing to his wife to make
her change so much. This was



an answer to her prayers, but
she wisely said nothing to either
encourage or discourage him.

The couple sat in the rear of
the church. Mensick had braced
himselfwith a couple ofbelts of
booze before the service, and
carried his .45 pistol in a hol-
ster under his arm He also had
some heroin sewed into the lin-
ing of his suit jacket. This was
so that any time he was arrested,
he could have a little “fix” injail
while waiting for his lawyer to
spring him.

As the service got underway,
Mensick was certain that his wife
had told the minister he was
coming, for the man seemed to
be speaking directly to him. He
spoke of Mensick’s own life-style,
and knew of his spiritual con-
dition. This bothered Mensick
immensely throughout the after-
noon. He wanted to go back to
the church and see what the min-
ister had to say when he didn't
know Mensick was there But the
minister spoke to him again, and
Mensick was moved in a way he
had never been moved in his life.
His life ofevil was made clear to
him, and he became aware of a
power that he had not known
existed. The Invitation was given,
and Mensick accepted Christ as
his personal savior. He did not
understand the change, but he
knew that it was real, and that
he was not the same man who
had walked into Market Manor
Church.

The next day he went to the
hall as usual; he dealt cards as
usual, but he knew that some-
thing was wrong. He told some
ofthe boys what had happened.
Their response was, "Take the
day off. You'll get over it."

Mensick went home and
talked to his wife. “I don’t know
what to do,” he told her. “I don’t

know anything but gangstering.
How will we live? What will hap-
pen to us?” His wife suggested
that they buy a new car and take
a long trip to have time to think.
Six months later all the dirty
money had run out, and it was
time to come home and face a
new life.

There were problems:
Mensick was still addicted to li-
quor, drugs and cigarettes. He
knew these would have to go, but
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it wasn't going to be easy. He
checked himself into the hos-
pital, told the doctor he was go-
ing “cold turkey,” and asked that
his hands and feet be tied to the
hospital bed. No mater how loud
and long he screamed, he
wanted to be left alone until he
either recovered or died. Days
later a weakened, exhausted, but
sober Mensick walked away
from the hospital.

He and his wife then moved

Good Selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used &
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half
price.

895-0082

Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm
Sun 1pm - 5pm
4001 - C Holmes Avenue Huntsville, Ala.

INVESTIGATION

Accident Reconstruction
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Civil Rights
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(205) 533-1777 -
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Internal Theft
Security
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Sexual Abuse
Executive Protection
Confidential
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into an $11 a month cold water
flat. Mensick started looking for
legitimate employment, but no
one wanted an ex-hood. He fi-
nally found a job with the city
sweeping streets on the night
shift The assignmentplaced him
directly in front ofthe club where
he used to deal cards, and his
old buddies took delight in ridi-
culing him. "That's what religion
does for you," they taunted. "You
go from riches to rags!" One of
them even dropped a $50 bill
just ahead of his trash bucket.
Mensick scooped it up with the
rest of the garbage and left it
there.

In time, Mensick was able to
save enough money to buy a
street corner hamburger stand.
He and his wife put all their time
and energy into it. God blessed,
after a few years they were able
to buy a restaurant, and then
several more. All this time

Mensick was ministering to pris-
oners and their families. He
spoke at AA meetings, at church
gatherings, and youth meetings.
He told the story of an almost
wasted life. The young minister
who had spoken so directly to
Mensick at the Market Manor
Church years earlier was now a
world renowned evangelist. Dr.
Monroe Parker was also named
director of the newly formed
Baptist World Mission, and he
appointed his first missionary,
George Mensick, to minister to
prisoners across the country.
The Baptist World Mission now
has over 200 missionaries
around the world.

A footnote to this story oc-
curred fifteen years after
Mensick’s redemption. He re-
ceived a call from Chicago’s Chief
of Police, asking him to come
down to the station. The Chief
told Mensick that they had been

SAVE ON

watching him this whole time. He
pulled Mensick’s record from the
file drawer: a thick folder that
contained evidence ofgambling,
rape, murder, and numerous
other crimes. One by one, he
pulled each sheet from the folder,
tore it to shreds, and threw it
into the wastebasket. “You no
longer have arecord in Chicago,”
the chieftold him.

Mensick pondered this
strange turn of events. He no
longer had a record in Chicago,
he reasoned, but since that day
he walked the aisle in the Mar-
ket Manor Baptist Church, he no
longer had a record in Heaven,
either. All his crimes were put
under the Cross, and he had
been pardoned—not just for a
lifetime, but forever. In these
days ofdistress in America, this
story needs to be told over and

over.
The End
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Hoax
Rebellion

In the late fall of 1899
Huntsville's newspapers carried
banner headlines ofpossible war
with China. The country was
ejecting all foreigners from its
shores and armed uprisings had,
broken out all across the coun-
try. Before the rebellion was put
down, thousands oflives would
be lost and the emperor and
empress forced to flee.

Although the Huntsville
newspapers called it the Great
Boxer Rebellion, it should have
been called by its rightful name.
The Great Hoax.

Reporters for Denver's major
newspapers, the Republican, the
Times, the Post and the Rocky
Mountain News had long been
in the habit ofmeeting in a local
bar to exchange gossip and leads
on potential stories. On this par-
ticular day there were no leads
or gossip to exchange. Denver
had grown from the wild west-
ern town it once was to a staid,
ifnot somewhatboring metropo-
lis where it was even against the
law tojaywalk. The biggest news
ofthe past week had been when
a local doctor accused his maid
of pilfering small change from
his dresser, a charge later proved
not to be true.

As the bored reporters con-
sumed an ever increasing
amount ofliquor, someone came
up with the idea ofpooling their
resources and writing a ficti-
tiously blockbuster story.

Slowly the idea grew. It had
to be sensational, hard to prove
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wrong, and above all, come from
reliable sources.

The first idea was a kidnap-
ping, with the culprits demand-
ing a huge sum of money.

"Too easy to check," someone
pointed out. "All they had to do
was check with the authorities."

Finally, one reporter, who had
recently read a book about the
Great Wall of China, suggested
doing a story about China sell-
ing the Wall to a group of busi-
nessmen. "Still too easy to check,"
they decided. "Someone was
bound to ask who the business-
men were."

The idea of using the Great
Wall of China for the story was
intriguing, however. Within min-
utes, after a lively discussion, the
plan evolved. They would do a
story about a group of engineers
who had been engaged by China's
government to tear down the
Wall, as a symbol of China's will-
ingness to give up its isolationist
policy. The story would tell ofthe
engineers spending the night at
a local hotel, while on their way
to the West Coast to board a ship
for China. One of the reporters,
who would be drawn by straws,
would then become inquisitive,
and after much effort, drag the
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story from the engineers. The
other reporters would then
share in the story,

After straws were drawn,
w ith the Rocky Mountain News
winning, one of the reporters
was dispatched to the Windsor
Hotel, Denver's finest, where af-
ter bribing the desk clerk, the
two fictitious engineers were reg-
istered as having checked out
the day before. The clerk was
coaxed to say, in case anyone
asked, that the two gentlemen
had spent time with a reporter,
and were seen reading books

cant, an page”™
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Revolutionary War

Soldiers 1n

A

North Alabama ,1j|| -

Benjamin Eddins - William Eddins, his son

by Jacquelyn Procter Gray

Benjamin Eddins was a na-

tive of Virginiawho moved to the
Ninety-Six District in South
Carolina long before the Revolu-
tionary War. He had accumulated
wealth and property by the time
Charleston fell to the British in
1780. Eddins belonged to a
small group of patriots who
strongly opposed the British and
was captured and sent to a
prison camp at Ninety-Six.

Benjamin had a son, William
Eddins, who was about 16 when
he alsojoined in the Revolution.
He was taken prisoner at the
same time as his father.

On their way to the prison
camp, the guard who had taken
young William’s horse, had

stopped to have a few nips of'li-
quor. While the giiArd was occu-
pied, William stole the musket
which had been placed against
the tree by the guard, hopped on
his own horse which had been
confiscated, and headed back to
his home. He hid the musket in
a hollow log and William and his
brother hid between the bed and
the wall when the British came
looking for him in the night.

They were discovered when
the British spotted their feet un-
der the bed and after much
pleading by their mother, they
were let go. Possibly they were
released due to their youthful ap-
pearance.

As the British left, William
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took the musket from the hol-
low log and fired at them. It is
not known what happened next.
The British later returned to
their home and stole everything
of value. Although Benjamin’s
wife handed over everything of
value, they abused her, wounded
her with a sword, and set fire to
the home and all other buildings
associated with the homestead.
Col. Cruger, the British com-
mander ofthe prison camp, vis-
ited Benjamin Eddins and of-
fered him his freedom and wages
in return for his extensive knowl-
edge of the countryside, which
would have been advantageous
to the foraging parties ofthe Brit-
ish army.
Col. Cruger then offered him
a commission in the British
army, along with restitution for
his lost property and belongings.
When Eddins again refused,
he threatened him, and accord-
ing to another prisoner who wit-



nessed the event, Eddins replied,
“l am, sir, your prisoner, and
consequently completely in your
power. You may, ifyou see proper,
inflict any cruelty your imagina-
tion can invent. Ifit suits your
love of torture, you may hitch a
horse to each of my limbs and
tear my body into four pieces. Or
you can cut out my heart and
drain it of’its last drop ofblood;
but, sir, my services belongto my
country, and you never can com-
mand them.”

His unexpected devotion to
the cause ofthe American people
caused Col. Cruger, described as
an accomplished gentleman and
generous soldier, to release
Eddins and soon he and his son
joined the American army under
General Pickens where they
served the Americans for the re-
mainder of the war.

Benjamin Eddins patented
159 acres in 1813 in Madison
County, later to become part of
Limestone County near Toney-
Madison Crossroads.

His house was a two-story

WE GROW MORE THAN 350 VARIETIES OF
PERENNIALS - PLANTS THAT COME BACK

dogtrot which was torn down in
the 1950s. He died in 1818 and
was buried between Center Hill
and Limestone Creek.

Unfortunately, his grave is
now unmarked.

His son William came to
Madison County shortly before
his father’s death and remained
there for the rest ofhis life. Will-
iam was a well-loved Baptist min-
ister for some 40 years. In the
‘Annals of Newberry,” the author
said of William, “...he had been
a soldier ofhis country - he was
now the soldier of Immanuel....”

William died in Lincoln
County, Tennessee in 1837.

There are many descendants
ofBenjamin and William Eddins.
Their history has been well docu-
mented and much has been writ-
ten about them. Their descen-
dants are very proud of their
heritage, proven by the fact that
there are hundreds ofletters and
pieces of communication in the
“Eddins Family File” in the
Huntsville Public Library.

The End

YEAR AFTER YEAR!
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Childhood

contin. from page 10

contest at one by putting together
aplastic model ofthe submarine
USS Nautilus, the first atomic
powered submarine. | put the
thing in a shoe box set on its side
with some things made out of
modeling clay that I thought
looked rather like an undersea
scene and covered the shoe box
with Saran Wrap held in place
with arubberband. [ don't think
we were showing an awful lot of
talent.

As a Cub Scout [ was first
exposed to pistol shooting. One
of the parents took us out into
the country and proceeded to
demonstrate shooting a pistol,
probably a .22.1 was terrified by
the noise. Come to think ofit, |
remember hiding in my nurse’s
skirt when an airplane came
over, but [ was younger then. Do
you think [ might have had a few
psychological problems? Well, if
so, I'm sure I came by them hon-
estly.

One of the greatest things
about childhood was the pre-
tending. We had a great big play-
room upstairs that had three
closets with sliding doors, one
for me and each of my two sis-
ters. On a rainy day, we would
go up there and pretend we were
whoever, and each closetwas our

When buying sheets,
try buying a size
smallerfor your top

sheet It will cover the

yoi/n |
| rvrw

house. When the weather was
better, we would go out in the
back yard where we had a line
of Cherry Laurel trees left over
from the nursery that had once
occupied the land, and we would
take a hoe and drag it to make
pretend streets and would use
strawberry cartons for houses.
Again, pretend. The action was
all in our not then idle minds.

Sometimes it is just a ciying
shame that] can’'t go back to that
world where things were as |
wanted themto be, where I could
be an airplane pilot one minute,
a marine the next, and perhaps
a fireman after that. [ have done
many things as an adult, but
never with the flavor that] could
add to it as a child.
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Household Tips by
EARLENE

After peeling a cucumber,
take a fork and scrape the sides
from top to bottom. Scrape down
really hard. Then slice your cu-
cumber. This will leave a little
design around each slice - very
pretty and easy.

If you want to make evenly
round hamburgers, use an ice
cream scoop to scoop up the
meat. Then puttheball on a plate
and press evenly until it's the
thickness you prefer.

For different kind ofolives, do
this. Use ripe or green olives,
drain them. Put them in a small
clean container and pourjust a
bit of olive oil in them. Add a
couple ofdashes ofgarlic or on-
ion powder. Shake the olives in
the mixture and let stand at least
30 minutes before serving to your
guests.

For a great smelling kitchen,
take some orange peels and lay
them on a cookie sheet in your
oven. Heat itto 350 degrees. Be-
fore long your whole house will
smell delicious!

For a change to the same old
salad, sprinkle waxed paper with
paprika. Roll the cut side of a
damp head oflettuce in this and
it will make beautiful red lettuce.

Ifyou slice your banana with
a pure silver knife the banana
will not turn dark.

For another banana treat, cut

the fruit lengthwise. Sprinkle the
cut sides with sugar and a little
lemonjuice. Serve for breakfast
- it’s good!

To get a really crispy crust
on your roasted chicken or tur-
key, use a pastry brush and
lather the bird with plain may-
onnaise, getting under the wings
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and in the folds ofthe fowl. Then
sprinkle with garlic saltand pep-
per and roast as usual.

To keep flies from your out-
door garbage cans, save some of
the oil that came from your car
when it was last changed. Rub
the bottom of the garbage can
with the oil. Flies hate used oil
and it seems unbelievable, but
it works!

Never put a rubber band
around your silverware or you'll
have a permanent stain.

When you start to get out
your sweaters for cold Fall
weather and you find they have
those little “pills,”Just use a piece
offine sandpaper and sand away.
Sweater will look almost new.

* ANTIQUES

Are Just a Matter

of Time . ..

9 TOWBI UD.

Huntsville's Most
Unique Gift Shop

Antigques, Jewelry, (Jft Baskets,
Collectibles, and Much. More
Take a Little Time — Stop in and Browse!
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The Hoax Rebellion
contlnuedfrom page 39

about China.

The other reporters pooled
their talents and wrote a master-
ful piece of fiction about the al-
leged interview with the two engi-
neers. The stories were filed with
their respective papers and that
evening all the Denver papers
"scooped" the world with front
page stories about the Great Wall
of China.

Unfortunately, the story also
got sent out over the wire, and the
next day it was reported all over
the world. A New York newspa-
per went even farther, claiming to
have an "exclusive" interview with
a Chinese mandarin who was
helping make preparations to de-
stroy the wall.

In China, the stoiy hitwith the
impact of a bomb. The govern-
mentwas already weak, and when
the people read of’its willingness
to destroy their country's great-
est landmark in order to appease
a foreign government, all hell
broke loose.

Crowds took to the streets
protesting the "foreigners" involve-
ment. The most rebellious were
the athletic clubs, more com-
monly known as the "boxers."
Within days every embassy in
China was under siege while ev-

LIGHTEN UP.

Hgh-fat, high-chotesterol foods can leave
you with a heavy heart.

ery Chinese even suspected of
helping foreigners was killed by
the mob.

A London paper, "fishing" for
a story, reported that mission-
aries in the outlying provinces
were being evicted from the
country.

When the people in China's
cities heard the report; they too
began chasing the missionaries
out. Then, proving that fact is
stranger than fiction, when the
people in the outlying provinces
heard what the city dwellers
were doing, they immediately
did the same, evicting the mis-
sionaries.

The London Times then
filed another report about how
its "fearless" reporters "scooped"
the world.

The Boxer rebellion only
lasted for a month but almost
8,000 people were killed and
millions of dollars of property
was destroyed.

The reporter for the Rocky
Mountain News won the Den-
ver Press Award.
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Spring Love

In 1922, Mrs. Theresa
Vaughn of Sheffield, England,
just 24 years old, confessed to
marrying 62 men over the course
of five years, without getting a
divorce from any of them.

Her youngest husband was

17 while the oldestwas 74, both
of which she married in the
same week.

Her busiest period was dur-
ing the month of May, (Spring
love?) 1920, when she married
8 men, went on three honey-
moons, and became engaged to
4 more.

The important thing in
acting is to be able to
laugh and cry. IfI have
to cry, I think ofiny sex
life. If1 have to laugh, 1
think ofmy sex life.

George Burns

Plants - Garden Accessories » Unique Gifts

Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9am - Spm / Sunday - 1pm - Spm

5537 Winchester Road (Downtown New Market)

379-5350

From the Parkway, East on Winchester Rd., 13 Miles on Left.

page 45

06 Model
Closeout!

Bicycles Etc.

has Great Deals

on Remaining
'96 Bikes

Don't Wait,
Quantities are
Limited!

Bicycles Etc.

8100 S. Mem. Pkwy.

381-6947

open 7 days a week



page 46

Doctor not Seriously Hurt in

BuggyAccident, but still

Faces Bodily Harm

M issunderstanding
Endangers
Health of Doctor!

When a prominent Huntsville
doctor was thrown from his
buggy in arunaway the other day,
the garbled reports of the acci-
dent that floated back to the city
gave his Identity as that of an-
other equally eminent physician.

This mistake brought about
an amusing little episode.

The Sheriff heard the news
and at once set about getting in-
formation ofthe accident to the
wife of the doctor who was

wrongly supposed to be hurt. The
tenderhearted sheriff, not caring
to be the bearer of such sad news,
determined to delegate the task
to a lady who is a close friend to
the doctor’s wife.

He rang her by telephone. A
woman’s soft voice at the other
end of the line answered him.
“Mrs. A, “ said the sheriff hur-
riedly, without stopping to ask
whom he was addressing, “I have
just learned that Dr. B., while

STYLE
"The South’s Best Kept Secret"

Step back in time when Ol King Cotton reigned, and
experience the old-fashioned Bar-B-Que flavor.
An award winning secret recipe White Bar-B-Que Sauce
and our sweet & spicy Southern Style BBQ Sauce.
These gourmet sauces are versatile and easy to use.
Recipes included.
2/12 oz. @ $14.00 (ship, incl.)
Send Checks to:
Cotton Fields
3837 Swancott Rd.

Madison, AL 35758

driving in the park with a young
lady, was thrown from his buggy
and seriously injured. [ wish you
would please step over to his
home and break the news to his
wife.

But as it happened, the lady
who listened to that alarming
message was the doctor’s wife in
person, and a very high-spirited
woman, it may be said, into the
bargain.

“What's that you say?” she
shouted into the transmitter. “My
husband seriously hurt while
drivingwith another woman? All
right. T'll finish him when he
comes home.”

From 1896 newspaper
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"King" Cont. from pg. 8

all of’his life, was now filling up
with settlers. He realized that
once people settled in on “his”
land, they would never give it up.

In 1809, in a ruling that
shocked the whole country to its
very foundation, the Supreme
Court, under Chief Justice
Marshall, ruled that the sale of
land by Georgia to Zachariah
Cox was legal, and that the state
of Georgia had no right to re-
scind the sale.

Once again, for the third
time, Zachariah “King” Cox
owned the city of Huntsville as
well as the rest ofthe Tennessee
Valley.

The victory was hollow, how-
ever. Though the Court ruled in
Cox’s favor it gave no means to
implement the decision. To evict
the people who had already
moved into the Valley would have
started a civil war. So, federal au-
thorities did nothing.

Realizing that at some point
in the future the federal govern-
ment would have to reimburse
people who had bought land
from Cox, a small group of
Huntsville residents (known as
the Georgia Gang) began buying
up the titles. Often these claims
went for pennies on the dollar.

Zachariah Cox, though he
had been vindicated by the Su-
preme Court, had lost the battle.
Much of land he owned on pa-
per had been traded for legal ex-
penses and other debts. By 1814,
Zachariah Cox, who had once
owned 3,500,000 acres of land
in North Alabama, had lost title
to practically everything he had
ever owned. Unbelievable as it
may sound, he had given much
ofthe land away to cover his per-
sonal expenses: 10,000 acres for
anight's room and board, 5,000
for a haircut.

This same year Congress
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passed a law to reimburse
people who had purchased the
Georgia land by issuing script.
This script was to be used by its
holders to purchase new land
from the federal government,
which would then have a clear
title.

Many members ofthe “Geor-
gia Gang” who had been quietly
buying up Cox’s titles for years
now became the holders of im-
mense amounts ofthis script.

These people, who had once
condemned Cox as a “master
manipulator,” then lettheir plan-
tations (for which they had paid
as much as thirty dollars an
acre) be foreclosed on by the fed-
eral government. They then
bought them back with the
script.

Zachariah Cox died a pauper.

The End.
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