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The
Deputy

His name was Marcus "Bulldog"
Daniel and he was the Chief Deputy
Sheriff of Madison County.

He became a policeman when
the primary qualifications were to
be loyal to your fellow officers and

to keep your mouth shut.
Keeping your mouth shut
was important in Huntsville
for almost everyone had some-
thing to hide.

Now everyone was ask-
ing the same question:
"What would Bulldog tell
about them?"
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The
Deputy

by Tom Carney

District Attorney Fred
Simpson was at home on the
evening of July 23, 1977 when
he received the telephone call.
Breathlessly, the caller relayed
the news: “Bulldog Daniel, Chief
Deputy Sheriff of Madison
County, had been found dead in
the park off of Drake Avenue.”

“It's to early to know for
sure,” the caller continued, “but
itlooks as ifhe was killed by two
shots from a shotgun.”

Residents of Huntsville didn't
have to wait for the news that
evening to learn the details. Bull-
dog had been a highly popular
law enforcement officer and
news of his death swept across
town like a brushfire. Rumors
took the place of details and con-
jecture became facts as the news
was passed from one person to
another.

Within days itbecame almost
impossible to separate the facts
from the fiction.

In a city where the vast ma-

jority of people had moved here
from other places, Marcus “Bull-
dog” Daniel was a rarity. Born in
Huntsville, he played football for
Joe Bradley High School and
was trying out for the Samford
University football team when he
received his draftnotice in 1951.

Though Daniel took part in
some of the bloodiest fighting of
the Korean War, itwas his assign-
ment as an M.R, that would have
the most effect on the rest ofhis
life. His superiors praised him
as a natural born law enforce-
ment officer for his ability to con-
trol drunk and unruly G.l’s, a

feature probably enhanced by his
250 pound muscular physique.

After his discharge, Daniel
returned to Huntsville and went
to work at Hills grocery store as
a meatcutter. Though the posi-
tion was considered, "a good
job," Daniel missed being an M.P
One day while cutting a pork
roast for J. Lauin Caroll, the
Chief of Police, Daniel asked
about becoming a policeman.

The chief, after eyeing young
Daniel carefully, told him to “go
on down, get you a uniform and
report in the morning.” “Daniel
didn’t even wait to wrap the meat
or pull his apron off,” recalled
an old friend. “Fifteen minutes
later he was being fitted for a
uniform! There wasn't no such
thing as police training back
then. Theyjust putyou in a uni-
form, gave you a gun and told you
to walk a beat. Ifyou stayed out
of trouble for a few months they
would then assign you a patrol
car.”

“We had some damn good
policemen back then,” recalls
one veteran. “We didn’t get paid
hardlynothing, the cars wouldn't
run half the time but we still
managed to keep the law. To be
a policeman back then you had
to be a stand-up guy, and you had
to have honor.”

Daniel quickly earned the
respect of the other officers on
the force. “He was a cop’s cop,”
recalled Bobby Smith. "When he
would get hold of a case he just
wouldn’t turn loose until he
solved it. That's why they named
him Bulldog."

To some people, however, the
name Bulldog had a different
meaning. When a fight broke out
in the yard of J.B. Webb, a well
known bootlegger, Daniel an-
swered the call. Pulling up in his
patrol car, Daniel got out and
casually lit a cigarette while
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watching a half dozen drunks
going at it tooth and nail.

“‘Aren’t you going to call for a
backup?” asked an incredulous
bystander.

“Hell, 1 am the backup,” re-
plied Daniel in a slow drawl as
he carefully stomped out the
cigarette before wading into the
melee with both fists.

Daniel soon found out that
being a policeman was much dif-
ferent than being an M.R In Ko-
rea, it was a simple choice to
arrest someone breaking the law,

but in Huntsville the choice was
much more complicated. You
had to know who was friends
with whom, who supported
whom in the last election and
who was paying off.

The factthatbootleggers and
gamblers were allowed to oper-
ate in Madison County was an
accepted fact. “What were we
going to do?” asked one old time
deputy. “If we closed one place
down, another would open up.
If we arrested a bootlegger he
simply paid a small fine and was
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50 cents bounty per arrestwhile
the sheriff received compensa-
tion for every prisoner who
spent the night in the jail.

“We spent more of our time
arresting drunks rather than
patrolling,” remembered a vet-
eran of the force. “Often times
the sheriff would come in on a
Saturday night and check how
many people we had locked up.
Ifitwasn’t enough, he would tell
us to hit the streets and find
some more. Left unsaid was the
fact that the political system
actually expected the sheriffto
supplement the meagre funds
allocated to the department. As
one old time member of the
county commission said, “Ifthe
bootieggers were going to break
the law, why not have them help
pay for the law?” Bulldog
Daniel, having grown up in
Huntsville, was well aware of
how the system worked. After
all, itwas virtually the same sys-
tem that had been in place, and
thrived, since the turn of the
century.

Dave Headrick remembered
joining the police force. “First
thing Bulldog said to me was,
“get a haircut, get rid of those
damn cowboy boots and learn
to keep your mouth shut.”

Headrick later said he would
have been better off if he had
listened to Daniel!

Keeping your mouth shut
was an important part of being
a policeman in Huntsville and
people soon learned that Bull-
dog never talked.

Within a few years Daniel
became an important part ofthe
system. Whether it was a gam-
bler wanting to make a “contri-
bution” to a politician or a boot-
legger wanting a message deliv-
ered, he was the one everyone
went to. Some people also
claimed he was the person to

see ifyou wanted to make a pay-
off or buy protection.

“He also became a damn good
cop,” a friend said. “His uniform
and badge were the most impor-
tant things in his life. He was just
born into a system that was dif-
ferent than today's.”

By 1967, when Jerry Crabtree
was elected sheriff, the sheriffs
department was going through a
transition. Veteran police officers
who had once patrolled half the
county by themselves now found
themselves riding in a patrol car
with a college graduate halftheir
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age. “Used to, ifwe knew some-
one had done something, we'd
just arrest them and that was
that,” said one veteran. “Now we
had to read them their rights, fill
out reports and, if something
went wrong, worry about our
partners telling the same story.
Hell, we had civil rights lawyers
crawling out of the woodwork
back then trying to make cases
against us.”

“Huntsville was growing up,”
as one local put it, “and so was
the sheriffs department.”

After hiring Daniel as his

[LAWRENS
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chiefdeputy, Crabtree began try-
ing to modernize the sheriffs de-
partment. He successfully lob-
bied to get rid of the fee system
and hired additional deputies.
New equipment was purchased
and a merit system introduced.

Unfortunately, part ofthe new
equipmentincluded over $4000
worth of electronic listening de-
vices, commonly known as
“bugs.” The sheriffs department
later justified the purchase by
stating the equipment was used
to gather information on sus-
pected members of the militant
Minuteman organization as well
as organizers of a city garbage
strike. In areportto the Alabama
Law Enforcement Planning
Agency the sheriffs department
stated the devices were used to
compile over 200 files on people
in Madison County.

Before long rumors began
spreading that certain officers,
acting on their own, were bug-
ging the phone of a local judge.
Other rumors claimed thatabug
had been hidden in the room
where the grand jury met.

“My office was even bugged,”

said Fred Simpson, “and I was
the District Attorney.”

The bugs worried Daniel. Al-
though he supported almost any-
thing that would help law en-
forcement he thought the offic-
ers had crossed the line. “It’s
going to bring in the F.B.I1.)”
Daniel warned a friend.

Though the EB.I. never inves-
tigated the wiretaps, the State
Attorney General did, and with
Daniel being the chiefdeputy he
became the focus of most of the
questions.

“Bulldog had been a cop for
almost twenty years,” recalled a
fellow officer, “and he was loyal
to the force. There was no way
he was going to inform on an-
other officer.”

"They (the investigators)
talked to Bulldog several times
but when they couldn’t find out
anything the investigation just
fizzled out. Later on, though,
there was hell to pay. Bulldog
called the officers into the squad
room and cussed them out for
almost a halfhour. When he got
done they (the officers) were
more scared of him than the
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EB.I. and the Attorney General
both!"

During the sheriffs election of
1974, the sheriffs department
was bitterly divided. Most of the
newer officers favored Crabtree,
who was the youngest sheriff to
be elected in the state's history,
while the veterans favored Dave
Headrick, a long time member of
the city police force.

Earl Frazier later described
the campaign as one of'the dirti-
est he had ever seen. “One of'the
cops had placed a bug on
Headrick’s phone trying to dig up
dirt and Headrick had half the
sheriffs department feeding him
information about Crabtree.”

Daniel had supported
Crabtree for almost eight years
but now he was starting to have

doubts. “The bug on Headrick's
phone was what finally did it,”
Frazier said. “Daniel knew that
Crabtree didn't have anything to
do with it but was scared that if
things like this went on any
longer it was going to leak out
and cause another investiga-
tion.”

It was no surprise to anyone
when, after Headrick was
elected sheriffin 1975, he kept
Bulldog Daniel as his Chief
Deputy. They had known one
another for over twenty years
and were best friends. It was an
odd relationship for many
people to understand though for
Daniel was not just the chief
deputy, he was also Headrick's
mentor and sometimes father
figure.

age 1

“I remember ong flgme when
Bulldog came to work one morn-
ing in a bad mood,” said a vet-
eran of the force. “I was stand-
ing in the hallway talking to the
sheriff when Bulldog came up
and angrily asked me why I
wasn't out on patrol. Before I
could reply he turned and
started to walk off when sud-
denly he stopped and looked
back at the sherift.”

“Get a haircut!”

Headrick later said his first
day in office was an eye opener.
“I had only been sherifffor a few
hours when a man, claiming to
represent local bootleggers,
asked for an appointment to es-
tablish payoff prices! 1 didn't
even let him finish. I hollered for
Bulldog and told him to get this

The old countyjail on Washington Street. Said one veteran, "If we didn't have enough
prisoners locked up the sheriffwould tell us to hit the streets andfind some more."
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man out of my office.”

“I could just see the head-
lines in the paper: “New Sheriff
Takes Payoff on First Day!”

Whether intentionally or not,
that set the pattern for the
events to follow. If someone
wanted to talk to the new sher-
iff they had to talk to Bulldog
first. Any changes in the depart-
ment had to be cleared with him
as well as any statements to the
press. This caused a certain
amount of talk in the depart-
ment, especially among the of-
ficers who had supported
Crabtree.

And there was plenty to talk
about. Everyone, friend or foe,
agreed that Dave Headrick was
not exactly your typical sheriff.

“Wine, women and song are
all right for the person on the
street,” recalled Headrick, “but
once you become sheriffyou are
supposed to become holy. I got
accused of a lot of things but [
was never accused of being
hypocritical! I liked to drink, I
liked pretty women and I liked
to play poker but so did every-
body else in Huntsville.”

“Hell, 1 thought they were
electing a sheriff. I didn't know
they wanted an angel.”

Before long everybody in
town had their favorite story
about the sheriff. “He was seen
singing on stage with Franky
Lowery at a local nightclub -- he
lost $1200 in a poker game --
he got into a fight on an airplane
when they refused to let him
drink his own liquor - he was
seen partying with go-go danc-
ers;”

Headrick was a talented
country music singer and that
too often got him in trouble. In
one incident, after just cutting
anew album, he walked into the
Peppermint Lounge and after

getting on stage announced that
he was the High Sheriff of Madi-
son County and had a new
record for sale. ‘Anybody that
wants a copy can pay Chief
Daniel who is stationed beside
the door and will be watching ev-
eryone who leaves.” Needless to

say, many bar patrons were more
than happy to oblige the sheriff.
“We were just having fun and
everyone knew it,” said Headrick,
“but the way the story came out it
sounded like extortion!”
Regardless of Headrick's wild
antics no one ever accused him

FOR VALUES, SAVINGS AND A GREAT SELECTION!
INSTANT CREDIT! FREE DELIVERY!

Accessories,
TVs,

Stereos
Appliances,
Carpet,
Jewelry,

Gift Items

With Free i

100 Jefferson St. 534-5681



ofnot being a good law enforce-
ment officer. Several months af-
ter taking office he met with
Daniel and talked about his
plans to “clean up Huntsville.”

After listening patiently for a
few minutes Bulldog interrupted
the sheriff. “Who are you going
to arrest?” he asked. Are you go-
ing to arrest “XX”? He uses the
mayor as a character reference.
Or how about “XX”? He was the
best man at Judge “XX's” wed-
ding and is in tight with “XX.”
You want to go after “XX”? For-
getit! You try that and the people
in Montgomery will have yourjob
next week! You better remember
that Huntsville’'s a small town
and you have to work with these
people”

“I laughed,” said Headrick,
“but the next day at the court-
house I started looking around.
Bulldog was right. They didn't
want a sheriffto enforce the law,
they just wanted a sheriff to ar-
rest the murderers and keep the
riffraff off the street.”

To a community used to a
sheriff keeping a low profile,
Headrick was a radical depar-
ture from tradition. Unfortu-
nately he attracted the attention
ofthe wrong people.

The State Attorney general’s
office, still smarting over the
wiretapping episodes a few years
earlier, began taking a quiet look
at the new sheriff of Madison
County and the EB.I. began ques-
tioning friends and associates
about possible corruption in the
department. Even the Internal
Revenue Service got into the act
by probing into Headrick's in-
come and expenses.

Probably more dangerous,
though Headrick didn't realize it
at the time, was the attention he
was attracting to the local gam-
bling and bootlegging industries.

Federal authorities had been

working on an indictment of the
Schlitz Brewing Company, in
Milwaukee, when they uncov-
ered allegations that the com-
pany had paid a local beer dis-
tributor $42,000 to promote
their beer. Investigators then be-
gan probing beer sales in Madi-
son County and soon discovered

"We Make Old Cars Look New" S
We Make New Cars Even Belter
Insurance Work Welcome
We Also Upholster Furniture

WE GUARANTEE COLOR /MATCH

24 CARAT GOLD PLATING

COMPLETE AUTO AND TRUCK
ACCESSORIES
OPEN:
MON.-FRI., 8 AM -5:30 PM
SAT., 8 AM-12 NOON

Gr

PARKWAY

VISA

TURN LT. 1 BLOCK

it to be one ofthe “wettest” coun-
ties in the nation.

The tiny town of Triana, Ala.,
with a population of only 228
people, sold 320,064 cases of
beer in one 12 month period.
That was equal to 1,404 cases of
beer for each resident. New Hope,
population 1,300, sold 379,265

PECIALIZING IN:

Auto painting & Body Work Insurance Work Welc

Custom Paint & Body Work - Mild to Wild
Windshield & Glass Replacement

Headliners

Seat covr >r-Made-One Day Service
Vinyl Tops - Il IVU Don't Have OneAdd One
Convertible Tops 3 To 5 Yr Warranty

Sunroofs - Pop-Up Electric - Sliders - Rag Tops

Carpeting - Auto Or Boat - Factory Or Cut & Sew

Boat Seats Or Complete Restoration
Pick-Ups Bed Tonneau Covers Any Color
Opera Lights Inside Door Handle Lights
Dash Covers - Cover Lay / Spoilers

Custom Made Nose Covers (Bra) Any color

ound Effects, Spoilers, Airdams - Several Styles
Custom Striping And Lettering
C
z
<
>3
m 2
-

.<())( ME%UBIAN
m5

118 HOWE AVE. N.E.

1/2 BLK EAST OF PRATT

AV. OFF MERIDIAN ST)

534-8341



page 10 )
cases ofbeer in the same period.

Many people assumed Headrick
was being paid to turn a blind
eye and as he became the focus
ofinvestigations itbegan to draw
more attention to the bootleg-
gers. It would almost be an un-
derstatement to say they were
not happy with the current pub-
licity.

And then there were the gam-
blers. Bookies and card games
had been operating openly in
Huntsville for years but now that
authorities were taking a close
look at bootlegging and payoffs,
they too came under the magni-
fying glass. The factthat Bulldog
and Headrick both were avid
card players only made the mat-
ters worse.

“Things got so bad,” said one
bookie in business then, “that
the EB.I. was parked outin front,
state investigators parked in the
alley, and the Huntsville News on
the telephone all at the same
time.”

“Itwasn't any secret that Dave
Headrick had to go. His party-
ing and carousing was bringing
the heat down on everyone.”

“Bulldog knew 1 was in
trouble before I did,” remem-
bered Headrick. “He came in my
office one day and after closing
the door, told me to sit and lis-
ten. He told me thatrumors were
flying all over town about inves-
tigations and that the word on
the street was they would con-
tinue until something was found
to indict me with.”

‘At first I was incredulous but
after thinking about it for a few
minutes | realized the serious-
ness of the situation and asked
Bulldog whathe thought I should
do.”

‘Uust do your job and keep
your mouth shut,” he replied,
“and let me see what I can do!”

If Daniel thought he could

make the investigations go away,
he quickly learned differently
when he himselfbecame the fo-
cus of the criminal probes. The
investigators had long suspected
that Bulldog was the middleman
and the only person that could
connect Headrick with the al-
leged payoffs.

The campaign against Daniel
was subtle at first. An investiga-
tor would call him at work to
pass on gossip about which of
his friends were talking to the
EB.I. and odd things, like the

week's menu for Kilby Peniten-
tiary, began arriving in the mail.
Strange cars would park in front
ofhis house with the motor run-
ning, rapidly driving off when-
ever someone approached. Try
as they might however, the inves-
tigators soon realized they had
reached a stalemate. No one was
going to provide any information
about Headrick or Daniel as long
as they were in office.

Ironically, it was the sheriffs
department which finally pro-

continued on page 12
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vided the authorities with the
break they needed. On June 15,
1977, Headrick was involved in
an altercation with two young sol-
diers at a local nightclub. When
the sheriffordered the soldiers to
leave and they refused, they were
taken to the countyjail. Whathap-
pened next soon became a sub-
ject of controversy.

One ofthe soldiers testified in
court that Headrick and another
police officer, Lt. Graves, as-
saulted him in the jail. Headrick
claimed that any beating was done
by Graves alone, and while Graves
admitted his participation, he
swore that Headrick, too was in-
volved.

“I know it sounded bad, “re-
calls an old veteran," butyou gotta
remember, in 1977, people just
didn’t cuss out cops and get away
with it.”

The jury chose to believe the
soldiers version ofthe events and
on Nov. 10, 1977, Sheriff Dave
Headrick was sentenced to 90
days in jail on a federal misde-
meanor charge.

“Getting only ninety days was
the worst thing that could have

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Earl Frazier, longtime
deputy sheriffand friend of
Bulldog: "Would you turn
against all ofyourfriends?"

happened to Headrick,” recalled
a local attorney. “If he had got-
ten at least a year they would
have probably dropped the
other investigations.”

After Headrick was con-
victed, Governor George Wallace
appointed Bob Eddy as the new
sheriff. Immediately after being
sworn in he called Herman
Daniel, Bulldog’s brother and
also a long time deputy sheriff,
into his office.

“Bulldog’s got to go.”

Herman recalled Eddy saying,
"My people don’'t want him and
if he stays he’s going to be in-
dicted.”

“He just wasn’t the same af-
ter he left the force,” recalled
Exmice Merrill. “He used to come
by the restaurant all the time and
he had always been a quiet per-
son but now he would sit there
and drink his coffee and stare
into space. He used to carry his
gun in his pocket and whenever
he sat down he would reach for
itand move it out ofthe way. Now
when he reached for it there was
nothing there. I thought he was
one of the loneliest men in the
world at the time.”

“He was in one hell of a situ-
ation,” remembered a close
friend. “If he didn't cooperate
with the authorities he could lit-
erally spend the rest ofhis life in
jail. But if he did, he would be-
come a pariah. Hell, everyone in
Huntsville had something they
wanted to hide and now they
were all wondering what Bulldog
would say about them, if he
talked."

With Headrick and Bulldog
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out of office it became easier for
the prosecutors to find people
willing to testify

“l admitted making payoffs to
“XX” and “XX,” remembered one
prominent bookie, "but this was
ridiculous. I told them I had
never given a penny to Bulldog
and why should I? | was operat-
ing in the city and Bulldog was
the county law. If | was paying
offthe county where was the city
supposed to have been? Playing
tiddly winks?”

“They accused me of lying
and said they were going to call
me before a grand jury. If] told
the same story they would indict
me for perjury.”

“l figured this was a good
time to take a vacation. A long
one. Out of state.”

“l heard from Bulldog while
I was serving my sentence at
Lampoc in California," recalled
Headrick. "He seemed almostre-
signed to what was happening.
“It's just a matter of time,” he
wrote."

On June 7, 1978 Dave Head-
rick and Bulldog Daniel were
indicted on felony racketeering
charges. The indictment alleged
39 counts of conspiracy and
bribery involving organized gam-
bling in Huntsville and Madison
County. If convicted they were
facing up to 40 years injail.

‘After I got out, 1 went to
Montgomery to talk to “XX”
about the indictment but he
wouldn’t talk to me in his office,”
recalled Headrick. “I met him
that evening at the Holiday Inn
and he told me there wasn't noth-
ing he could do. The whole thing
was causing trouble for too many
people and someone had to take
the fall.”

‘About a week before the trial
was scheduled to begin Bulldog
called me and said he wanted to

talk. “XX” had already told me
the state was trying to cut a
deal with Bulldog to get him to
testify against me but we had
been friends for too many
years for me not to meet him.”

“We met on Bankhead
Parkway at one ofthose scenic
pull-offs where you can see all
of Huntsville down below. Nei-
ther one ofus spoke about the
upcoming trial. We just sat
there on the rock wall in si-
lence watching the flickering
lights below.”

“Several times Bulldog
started reminiscing about
something that had happened
many years earlier and began
to chuckle about it. Then his
voice would trail off and there
would be silence again. I asked
him ifhe remembered my first
day on the force.”

“Yeah,” he replied laughing,
“and you still need a haircut!”

‘As we walked back to the
car we shook hands and he
told me good luck. I told him
that he was my friend and to
go ahead and do what he had
to do. I would understand.”

“Inever saw him alive after
that.”

Three days after the death
of Bulldog Daniel, Dave Head-
rick appeared in Federal court
in Florence and pleaded guilty
to one count of conspiracy to
accept bribes to protect gam-
bling operations in Madison
County and was sentenced to
four years. Without Bulldog,
much ofthe government's case
had essentially collapsed.

“I believe 1 could have
fought and won;” said Head-
rick, “but it just wasn't worth
itany more. My best friend was
dead, my career was destroyed
and [ was broke. All I wanted
to do was to go somewhere and
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crawl in a hole.”

Though Coroner Sam Spry
had ruled the death of Bulldog as
suicide many people refused to
accept the ruling. Most people in
Huntsville had heard the rumors
of Bulldog supposedly implicating
prominent people in the rackets
and now it was easy to believe he
had been murdered to keep him
quiet.

“I heard the same rumors and
that's why I asked for a grandjury,"
said Fred Simpson. "So many sto-
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ries and exaggerations had been
told I knew no one would believe
ituntil the facts were laid out. The
bottom line is the grand jury, the
coroner, the state toxicologist, the
attorney general's office, the FBI,
the sheriffs office and the Hunts-
ville police all investigated it and
they all agreed it was suicide. Ifit
was murder, every one of these
offices would have had to con-
spire to keep ita secret and that's
impossible.”

“Huntsville can't keep a secret
that well!”

With Bulldog’s death officially
ruled suicide only one question
remained... why?

Perhaps the best answer was
given by Earl Frazier, an old time
veteran of the sheriffs depart-
ment, who when reminiscing
about Bulldog several years ago,
was asked why he thought Bull-
dog committed suicide. Frazier
was silent for a long time, almost
as ifhe was remembering his own
days of wearing a uniform. Finally
after what seemed like an eter-
nity he slowly replied.

“Would you turn against all of
your friends?”

In 1985, Dave Headrick was
awarded a pardon from the State
of Alabama.

Important Facts
Everyone Should Know!

According to eminent psy-
chiatrist Alfred Adler, no highly
successful bridge player is nor-
mal mentally.

The inventor of transparent
silk underwear for women was
Lady Duff Gordon, a noted Brit-
ish costume designer.

A shipment of rare coins to
the Warsaw Museum was admit-
ted into Poland under the clas-
sification of “dried fish” in or-
der to save the museum a heavy
tax.

In 1930, more than 99% of
the family heads in the United

States enjoyed net incomes of
less than $10,000.

The greatest movie fan in the
world is President Gomez of
Venezuela, who sees an average
of 340 films a year.

A church in Haines City,
Florida, is equipped with com-

Earth Moving
Site Preparation

Ponds and Lakes
Land Clearing

Consulting

536-5601

Specializing in Mountain Side Excavating
with Over 20 years Experience

fortable rocking chairs in place
of straight back pews.

If a year’s apple crop of the
United States were all to be made
into apple sauce, there would be
enough of’it to spread a layer 1/
2" deep over the entire District
of Columbia.

As late as 1874, there were
no goldfish in the entire United
States of America.

Fleas can be taught almost
everything a congressman

can.
Mark Twain

Call for a free tape and
find out what a
nationally respected
consumer advocate
says is the investment
of the 90's.

Toll free 800-426-9918
Local calls 534-1648
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Tips from
Earlene

To brighten your white grout,
use white shoe polish, the kind
with an applicator top. Simply
wipe on the grout, then wipe your
tiles with a damp cloth, allow to
dry, then buff.

Did you know thatyou can get
rid of unpleasant odors just by
lighting a match?

If your hangers don’t glide
across the clothes rod, just rub
it with waxed paper or a candle.

Many women have reported
recently that St. John’s Wort, an
herb that is now found in pill
form in drug and discount stores,
does an excellent job in dispel-
ling the symptoms that go along
with Premenstrual Syndrome, or
PMS. It eases irritability, depres-
sion, stress and anxiety almost
immediately.

To have the taste of dump-
lings without the work and fat
calories, try this. Buy a package

of flour tortillas, quarter the
stack, then cut into eighths, pie
style. Continue to cut into small
pieces. Use a handful or so for a
medium pot of soup, like chicken
soup. Let simmer for about 10
minutes, delicious! These torti-
llas can be frozen also!

Don't order fresh fish from a
restaurant on a Monday. Most
establishments don’t get fish de-
liveries over the weekend, so
Monday'’s fish is last week’s de-
livery.

Freshen your wooden bowls
and cutting boards by sprinkling
the surface with salt and rubbing
with half a lemon.

If you sprinkle some baking
soda into the laundry hamper
you will minimize odors from
soiled or wet clothing.

Attach a mirror to your closet
ceiling so thatyou can keep track
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ofwhatyou have on the top shelf.

Want a clever hideaway for
your treasures? Cut a hole at the
approximate location and ofthe
size ofa heatvent in the wall and
attach a vent cover. Paint it to
match your other heatvents, and
you'll have a great hideaway.

Looking for a way to store
your shoes? Buy a few of those
screw-in door stops, and mount
them somewhere on your closet
walls to use for hanging your
shoes.

If you are trying to save
money on fuel but want a new
car, look for the lightest car you
can live with. A heavy car is a
gas guzzler.

To stay warm and cozy this
winter, and save money at the
same time, buy a fluffy comforter
in place ofan electricity sucking
electric blanket.
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Penne Pasta with Peppers

3 T. olive oil

| each red, yellow and green
peppers seeded and sliced
thin

2 cloves garlic, minced

| medium zucchini, sliced

1 t. dried thyme

10 oz. penne or other hollow
pasta

3/4 c. ricotta cheese

3/4 c. plain yogurt

Saute the peppers in the oil

pian

and yogurtin a blender and pro-
cess til smooth. Stir the cheese
into the pepper mixture and toss
with the pasta.

Paw Veqges with Soy
Gingep Sauce

1/4 c. soy sauce

1/4 c. water

| t. sherry

1/2 T. fresh ginger, grated
| t. vegetable oil

1/2 t. sugar

remaining ingredients exceptthe
vegetables. Let it stand for 30
minutes. In the meantime slice
and chop the veges and toss
them together in a bowl. Strain
the liquid soy mixture to remove
the ginger strings from it and
pom- over the raw veges.

Cuppied Fpied Rice

5 T. vegetable broth or water
1 T. soy sauce

| t. fresh ginger, grated

1/2 t. salt

over medium heat for 3 minutes, 3 carrots, peeled and cutinto

add the garlic, zucchini and sticks
thyme and saute another 5 min- I head broccoli or
utes. Cook the pasta in boiling cauliflower florets

water for 8 minutes, pour in col- 5 button mushrooms

ander and run a bit of cold wa- ‘
ter over it. Combine the cheese Whisk the soy sauce and all

2 T. vegetable oil

1 small onion, finely chopped
2 carrots, peeled and finely
chopped

2 T. good quality curry
powder

THE BEST OF BRITISH

British imported grocery products.

Specializing in:
Teas
Chocolates
Biscuits

..and the things you
miss about Britain!

| c. fresh green peas,
steamed 23 minutes, or
frozen peas, thawed

3 1/2 c. cold, cooked brown
rice

Combine the first 4 ingredi-
ents in abowl and set aside. Heat
the oil in a wok or skillet over
medium high, add the onion and
carrots and stirfry 3 to 4 min-
utes. Add the curry powder, stir
in well, add the peas and stirfry
just til heated, about a minute.
Add the rice, stir in well to mix,
add the sauce. Remove from the
heat and toss to mix well.



Stir Fpied Red Potatoes

3 1bs. red or new potatoes,
whole and unpeeled

3 t. vegetable oil

| t. red pepper flakes

| t. ground cumin

| t. garlic powder

Boil the potatoes til just soft,
15 or 20 minutes. Cutinto cubes
when cool enough to handle.
Heat the oil in a large skillet over
medium heat. When hot, add the
pepper flakes and cumin and
garlic and stir for about a
minute, then add the potatoes,
salt and pepper. Stirfry til
browned on all sides.

Spicy Rice and Black Bean
Salad

2 c. vegetable broth or water
| c. rice

I T. white wine vinegar

2 T. extra virgin olive oil
1/4 t. chili powder

2 cloves garlic, minced

1/2 t. thyme

1/2 t. oregano

1/2 t. Dijon mustard

1 c. black beans, cooked
(canned OK)

1 red pepper, seeded and
sliced

1 green pepper, seeded and
sliced

1 Jalepeno, seeded and

minced
2 T. fresh cilantro, chopped
2 scallions, thinly sliced

Cook the rice in the broth or
water til done. In the meantime,
combine the next 7 ingredients
in a bowl and whisk well. Toss
the cooked rice with the black
beans and peppers and then with
the dressing. Chill for an hour
or longer, then add the cilantro
and scallions.

Hungarian Rork Chops

4 lean loin pork chops,
trimmed of fat

1 small onion, chopped
1/4 c. extra-virgin olive oil
| c. chicken broth

| c. dry white wine

1/41. unbleached all purpose
flour

| t. Dijon mustard

1/2 t. dried thyme

1/2 t. dried sage

Brown the chops and onions
in the olive oil in a heavy skillet
over medium heat. When
browned, add the broth and
wine. Cover and simmer for an
hour. Slowly sprinkle flour into
the sauce while stirring, cooking
til smooth, for about a minute.
Add the mustard, thyme and
sage. Heat thoroughly and serve
at once.

Printing Service

Commercial - Social - Continuous - Ad Specialties
3308 7th Ave. S.W.

534-4452
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Green Bean

1/4 c. extra-virgin olive oil

1/2 ¢. chopped onion

| clove garlic, minced

3 c. fresh cut green beans,

1" pieces

3 medium tomatoes,

chopped

2 T. minced fresh parsley

Steam the beans in a

steamer for 7 to 10 minutes.
Saute onion and garlic in the oil
in a large skillet for 5 minutes
or tender. Stir in the green beans,
tomatoes and parsley. Bringto a
boil, reduce heat and simmer for
15 minutes.

505 East Airport Road
Huntsville, Alabama

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30am - 9:00pitn
Closed Sundays
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When his wife ruined dinner
by under cooking the roast, Noel
Carter grew livid and fumed si-
lently. In the middle ofthe night
he kicked her out ofbed and she
suffered a broken neck, dying
shortly thereafter. Carter, anight
watchman, received a twelve
year prison sentence. He was re-
leased after seven years for good
behavior and remarried. This
time his wife burnt the roast and
Carter screamed, “You cook like
a goat!” He then stabbed her to
death. He received an 8 year
prison term.

217 Italian wine merchants
were arrested in 1969 for pro-
ducing and trying to market

nearly 3 million gallons ofa mys-
terious wine brew which con-
sisted, in part, of ox blood, am-
monia, and banana skins and
contained not a single grape.

“New York” magazine re-
ported in 1973 that an eggplant
bearing a striking resemblance to
the beleaguered President Nixon
had been purchased by a Man-
hattan housewife in a midtown
supermarket.

The Rockefeller family se-
lected the Mexican artist Diego
Rivera to paint the enormous
mural which was to dominate the
main lobby in Rockefeller Center.
As the magnificent work neared
completion in 1938, someone
noticed a familiar bearded face
in the foreground of a group of
workers. The artist acknowl-
edged that the face was that of
Lenin leading the proletarian
masses to victory, and that, "the
deformed little syphilitic girl in
the corner symbolized life under
capitalism.” Although over
$21,555 had already been in-
vested in the mural, young Nelson
Rockefeller, who was in charge of
interior decorating, ordered that
itbe chipped away, piece by piece.

Stumped by an especially
tough crossword puzzle, a puzzle
addict in West Germany stuck
with it though the night, repeat-
edly waking her sleeping hus-
band for assistance. The fourth
time she woke him he became
violently enraged and strangled
her. The court acquitted him on

Did You Know...

The Huntsville Public Library is the most visited
public building in the state of Alabama?

grounds of temporary insanity.

In England a 50 year old
bricklayer suffered a fatal heart
attack after laughing uncontrol-
lably for nearly an hour at “The
Goodies,” a prime time television
comedy show. His wife told re-
porters that she planned to write
to the show’s producers to thank
them, “for making my husband’s
last minutes so happy.”

The Boom Boom Room of
Miami Beach’s Fountainebleau

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. |

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"\ Contractor You Can
Trust’



Hotel has an adult Bicentennial
revue featuring a topless Betsy
Ross and, for the finale, a nude
Statue of Liberty.

In 1931 Joe “Mule” Sprinz of
the Cleveland Indians caught a
baseball tossed from a blimp
hovering 800 feet in the air.
Sprinz handled the ball flaw-
lessly, receiving it in an over
stuffed catcher’s mitt, but the
impact sent a shock wave
through his body that broke his
jaw.

Two farmers in lowa sued
neighbor Henry Bockman for let-
ting his bull break loose and
wander through their pastures
where, they claim, it impreg-
nated forty-three purebred Hol-
stein heifers in a single after-
noon.

A woman in West Germany
somehow gotthe idea thata good

scare will excite a man more ef-
fectively than any aphrodisiac.
So, according to police reports,
she hid in the bedroom and
greeted her husband with a
bloodcurdling scream as he
walked in the door after work.
The terrified spouse bolted
through the locked bedroom
door, tripped over a chair, and
plunged through a window. He
was hospitalized for over a week.

When his wife Carmelina
died in 1959, Dr. Katsuabruo
Miyamoto of Japan embalmed
her body and then slept next to
it in their conjugal bed for ten
years. When police discovered
that he had covered up his wife’s
death, the good doctor was fined
three thousand dollars, which he
paid by selling his house.
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It's The Law...

It is illegal to ride or drive
a goat in a race over
Wilmington, Delaware streets.

Silver City, New Mexico,
forbids any woman to be seen
on the streets garbed in any
part or entirely as a man.

Itis against the law to ride
a mule to church in the town
of Honaker, Virginia.

Essex Falls, New Jersey,
forbids any dog to bark,
rooster to crow, or duck to
quack between 10 p.m. and 6
a.m.

It is against an ordinance
ofJacksonville, Oregon, for In-
dians to pitch their wigwams
within the city limits.

Today There’s
MIRACLE-EAR.

Hearing loss can occur at any age. Don't miss outon
hearing your child's school play. Don't miss out on
hearingyourJavoriiesymphony. Afterall, it's thelittle
things that count the most. *

FREE Hearing tests”
Call or come in today.

The Mirage”
Hearing
Aid

Miracle-Ear'

Ste&TfriK

by Baavch & Lajeub
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Huntsville
Coffee Talk

by Aunt Eunice
With pearls ofwisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

Well, another year is here and
we're a bit older. Now, ifwe can
Just become wiser!

Congrats to my good friend
Phil Williams who justthrew his
hat in the ring for the Governor’s
race. It's been a long time since
we have had a governor from
Huntsville.

Coffee pourer of the month
award goes to JeffEnfinger. Ru-
mor has it that he is the front
runner in the State Senate race.
Good Luck, Jeff!

Our heart goes out to Mrs.
Tillie Laird on the loss of her
mother on New Year's day. We are
remembering you in our prayers.

Everyone is gearing up for
this year's political season but
none is working harder than
Sandra Rhodes who is running

for Madison County Superinten-
dent of Education.

Quiet as a mouse would de-
scribe John Cockerham who is
running for a city council seat!
Wonder what he is up to? What-
ever it is, we're betting it will be
on the front page of the newspa-
pers!

Rumor has it that some of
Huntsville's prominents have
been seen on Monte Sano smok-
ing cigars and telling tales.

Folks around the coffee table
are all excited about Mary Jane
Caylor deciding to run again for
State Board of Education. She’s
one dynamite lady and we are all
lucky to have her!

Gossip has it that our friend
Larry Mullins is raising cain
with the Community Develop-

ment Board trying to get more
money for the Northeast and
Southwest. If anyone can do it,
he can.

Folks tell me that my friend,
Ms. Mayor, is doing a wonderful
job and is going to have a long
career as mayor. She did a heck
of ajob in clearing the roads of
ice and snow last month.

The Mayor of Five Points,
Floyd Hardin, is tickled to death
with all the young people mov-
ing into the neighborhood. Floyd
is the one man in Huntsville that
no one would dare run againstif
he ever ran for office.

Bill Kling has been quiet
about his intentions to run again
for city council but we are bet-
ting he will. He was recently seen
buying a new pair of walking
shoes to wear while knocking on
doors.

Loyd, from Outback Restau-
rant, told us last month he was
going to do something special for
his sweet wife, Marci, for the
holidays. Well, I heard he took
her on a trip and even made a
stop by Victoria's Secret so she
would have something to wear!

The rest of you husbands
should take note!

V/s/f with the ladies & gentlemen of

FINNEGANS [RISH PUB

And Enjoy Your Heritage

South Parkway

(Next to Joe Davis Stadium)



Twickenham Church of Christ
has a new children's pastor, Jer-
emy Loveless, and Eddie Lerick
brought him by to get him offi-
cially certified as a Huntsvillian
by eating a ham breakfast.

Our county commissioner
Mike Gillespie, commissioner
Jerry Craig and mayor Loretta
Spencer all showed up with me
to help cut the ribbon to dedicate
the new parking lot at the Senior
Citizens Center. My buddy, Tim
Morgan, had a prior appointment
and couldn’t make it but he sent
his PR. person, Miss Heather,
who was a breath of fresh air.

Tim, you better hang on to her
- she is quite a lady!

Folks in the know are calling
Don Siegleman and Dwaine
Freeman the “Dynamic Duo,” in
their bid for Governor and Lt.
Governor. Good luck, guys! It's

Photo ol The Month

The first person to identify the
little boy in the picture below wins
a breakfast at Eunice's Country
Kitchen. So stop by and tell Aunt
Eunice who you think it is!

Hint: local Preacher

Last month's picture was
Susan Kirkland

going to be a great race.

With the death of Tillman
Hill, I lost one ofthe best friends
I've ever had. Tillman was
known for his love and concern
for other people and never
asked anything for himself. Our
love and sympathy goes out to
his family.

My friends Susan and Jim
Kirkland just returned from
Michigan where they spent the
holidays spoiling their only
grandson, Chris. He's 1 year old
and according to Susan, “the
cutest, brightestlittle guy in the
world.” Typical grandparents!

You can tell it's an election
year by reading the local news-
paper. Every day there's a new
political scandal.

That's all the gossip for this
month but just remember: “I
love you.” ” >
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One Meal,
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at a time.
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Three

Caves

by Chip Knight

The name “Three Caves,”
came aboutlong after this former
limestone quarry, or mine, had
ceased operation. During the
years it was active it was known
simply as the “rock quarry” and
it was not looked upon with the
nostalgia commonly felt for it to-
day. It was loud, as both dyna-
mite and crushing machinery
were used in its operation, and
loaded trucks spilled stone on
whatwere rapidly becoming resi-
dential streets, particularly along
Hermitage Avenue.

The rock quarry was first
opened in 1945 on land owned
by Madison County near the old
County Poor House, and was well
out from town in an area of pas-
tures and nurseries. For the next
seven years the quarry supplied
crushed limestone for road con-
struction in Huntsville, notably
for Governors Drive which was
known then as the, “Four Lane
Highway” because it was the only
one around.

The rock quarry started out
like most others in the area, as
an open pit operation. Blasting
in the pit occasionally caused
problems with large rocks being
blasted hundreds of yards and
dropping on the Poor House and,
once, on a brand new 1949 au-
tomobile. As the quarry grew, the
operators found that they had to
go deeper and deeper to get to
the desirable limestone. The dirt
and rock on top of that was
known as overburden, and had
to be blasted and removed from

the site. This caused a growing
problem which they finally
solved by turning it into an un-
derground mine. By going un-
derground they avoided the ef-
fortand expense ofremoving the
overburden and there was little
danger of damage from the
blasting.

Mining operations ceased in
1952 because of a large num-
ber of complaints and because
the cost ofunderground mining

became more expensive as the
mine grew. By that time, three
large entrances had been created
and work had begun on a fourth.
Rock was drilled and blasted
carefully to leave large support-
ing pillars while the rest of the
rock was removed. This method,
called “room and pillar” mining,
was used when the amount of
overburden was large compared
with the available rock.

When operation ofthe quarry

Second Time Around

Second Time Around is an elegant Ladies consignment boutique.
We're located in Main Street South Shopping Village.

Winter's end sale! 10% to 50% off all merchandise.

Mon. 1 Fri. 10-5 pm -- Sat. 10-4 pm -- after hours by appointment
Main Street South Shopping Village, 7500 S. Mem. Pkwy., Suite 121
Huntsville, Alabama -- Brenda Hicox, owner - 880-6027



ceased, the site was simply aban-
doned. Unfenced, the old mines
gave a generation of children a
place to explore and teenaged
couples a place to find privacy. It
was even rumored about town
that one rather well known citi-
zen had been found there with
another man's wife.

The area remained largely out
of the public eye until the year
1962 brought the Cuban Missile
Crisis, and Madison County de-
cided that the site would be an
excellent location for a fallout
shelter. An Engineer Company
from the Alabama National Guard
spent several weekend drills re-
moving debris and otherwise
cleaning the place up, but the cri-
sis soon passed and the effort was
dropped before emergency sup-
plies of food and water were
stocked.

Once again the old rock
quarry was pretty well forgotten.
Then, in 1978, movie producers
found several sites in the Hunts-
ville area which were ideal for a
film to be called The Ravagers,
which was about the time follow-
ing a nuclear war. Although the
film starred Richard Harris and
Ernest Borgnine, it was not par-

REALTY

3322 S. Memorial Parkway
Suite 32 E
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

ticularly successful, perhaps
because people did not want to
even think about a nuclear war,
much less spend the time
watching a movie about it.

In any case, the quarry was
the location for a number of
scenes in the movie, and the
open areawas filled with trucks,
power carts and trailers. An-
other location used in the movie
was the Space and Rocket Cen-
ter. There, the normally gleam-
ing white missiles were covered
in a rather mottled gray that
made them look old and aban-
doned.

As with most films shot on
location, there were a number
ofparts which were filled by lo-
cal arearesidents. Among these
were musicians Tony Mason
and a fiddler known as Monte
Sano Crowder. When filming
was completed, the old quarry
was again quietly forgotten.

In the 1980s, local land de-
velopers began to believe that
they could build houses on the
steeply sloping and cave-ridden
limestones of Monte Sano
Mountain. One reaction to this
was the formation ofthe Hunts-
ville Land Trust, which was

ST
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dedicated to preserving not only
Monte Sano itself, but any other
undisturbed lands in the area.
The Land Trustbought over 500
acres of the west face of Monte

BLACKWELL
LAND & TITLE
RESEARCH
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Experience

N. Alabama & S. Tennessee
Specializing in All Types
ofReal Estate Research

(24 Hr. Service in Most Cases)
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Realtor GRI, GRS, LTG
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1-800-239-5476
Beeper - 720-1310

Huntsville's Old Town
& Twickenham Specialist
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Sano from private owners and
got others through the City of
Huntsville with the help of the
Land and Water Conservation
Funds, which is a State agency.
The Madison County Commis-
sion donated the acreage which
included the old rock quarry,
now known as “Three Caves” to
the Land Trust.

The area around the three
caves is now fenced, much to the
chagrin of youngsters seeking to
explore and of young couples
wanting privacy. The cliffs
around the mine are sheer verti-
cal, and several people have been
injured falling from them. The
“caves” have now become a well
known attraction. Volunteer
groups, the Boy Scouts and oth-
ers, have built trails, so to speak,
throughout both the mined area
and the land around it which
have made it for the first time,
really safe to explore. The Land
Trust conducts tours of the
“caves” on a regular basis and
special tours can be arranged if
needed.

Perhaps the most interesting
thing is that, although the old
quarry, mine, or whatever you
want to call it, was never really a
cave—it is becoming one. A sta-
lagmite, which grows from the
floor of a natural cave, is grow-
ing in this old abandoned lime-
stone mine, and the numbers of
brown bats which call this place
home is growing. Perhaps, one
day, it will even look like a natu-
ral limestone cave.

There

Goes
My |
Mule!

by Bob Cork, Sr.

The year was 1895. Mom and Dad lived in the Romulus com-
munity. Dad was a farmer and a mule trader.

One day a fellow came to the house to buy a mule. He didn’t
have enough money to pay for the one he wanted, so he told Daddy,
"T'll pay ya what I have and pay the rest when I gather my crop."

As the man led the mule off, he turned and said to Daddy, "Ifit'll
make you feel better, 'm a Deacon in the Baptist Church."

Daddy, being a Methodist, turned to my mother. "What's a Dea-
con in the Baptist Church?"

"The same as a Steward in the Methodist Church," she replied.

Daddy slapped his hand to his forehead and said, "Oh, Lord,
there goes my darned mule!"

When you married her, she
was the most precious thing in
the world.

Shouldn't you worry
about herfuture now?

Whether it be Life,
Home, Automobile or
Health insurance, Mullins
Insurance can take care of
all your needs.

Discounts for safe drivers

Small business specialists



Letter from a

Thefollowing letter was writ-
ten to Mrs. Martha Hendricks of
LaPorte, Indiana, by her 19 year
old son James.

Private James J. Hendricks
was a member of Company A of
the notorious 'Anderson Red-

"damnyankee"

her sons (including James) died
ofdisease and a third was killed
at the Battle of Gettysburg.
James Hendricks wrote this
letter on August 18, 1864from
Brownsboro, Alabama. One sus-
pects he exaggerated the Con-

legs, " a Union outfit that was a federate casualties consider-

terror to North Alabamians in
1864. Officially known as the
12th Indiana Cavalry, the
regiments colonel, Edward
Anderson was actually triedfor
murder tn Nashville in 1865. The
war was hard on thefamily of
Martha Hendricks, since two of

ably. At least, there is no confir-
mation in the Official Records.

Dear Mother,

We have just came in from a
wild goose chase and [ have eaten
a good dinner of hardtack and
meat and now | am clear for to-
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day. There is no news to write
thatwould interestyou as | know
ofunless it is a little affair that
happened yesterday. A squadron
ofbushwhackers lay in ambush
waiting for the train when some
of the Anderson redlegs, or the
mudsill 12th, came up in their
rear and fired a single volley.
Killed 18 and the remainder
scattered and ran, but unlucky
for them they ran into another
scouting party which captured
nine more. The remainder was
seen down the river about three
miles and [ have been trying to
catch them.

I would like to catch the
leader oftheir band, but he does
not let us see him. I have his de-
scription and want to stay until
he is caught. If I get a sight of
him he is gone. I can hit him
twice out of three times [at] five
hundred yards.

But the mail is fast going out
so you must excuse haste and
poor writing. Cal [his brother] is
getting along very well. [ am well.

This from James Hendricks.

DISCOVER THE FLAVOR OF OLD MEXICO!

L MEJICANO

RESTAURANT A LOUNGE
"SERVING HUNTSVILLE SINCE 1973

Delicious Mexican Food In A Friendly Atmosphere
AO Menu Items Prepared Fresh Daily
Banquet Room Facilities

- OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER -
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Closed Mondays

CALL..534-2371

2713 PATTON RD. S.W.
+ BETWEEN BOB WALLACE & DRAKE AVENUES -



page 26
Searching
For Our
Ancestors

by: Gay Cushing Campbell

A monthly column provided by the Tennessee Valley Genealogical
Society to aidpeople in their genealogical research.

Computers and Genealogy

Do you really need a com-
puter to do genealogy? No, of
course not. However a computer
can help you organize your ge-
nealogy materials into a format
thatis usable and readable. How-
ever the problems arise when
budding genealogist assume that
a computer can take the place of
real old fashion, nose to the
grindstone research. Most
people who ask about using a
computer in their genealogy
think they will be able to turn on
the computer, hook up to an
Internet server and “find the fam-
ily.” It's not that simple!

The best goal for any gene-
alogist to accomplish is reduc-
tion ofthe paper clutter we seem
to accumulate. All genealogists
accumulate paper stuff, like
wills, probate records, birth and
death records, newspaper clip-
pings, bible records and such. All
these paper artifacts should be
kept in a file folder neatly in a
file cabinet, eventually. It would
be perfect if we had an index of
every type of material we have on
every individual we have in our
database. Right? That is one
thing the computer is wondertful
at.

With the different genealogy

programs on the market today,
we can pick one that will help us
organize our files. Each time you
“find” a document or piece of
information on an individual, we
enter that information into our
genealogy computer program
along with the place, or source,
of where we found the informa-
tion. That is what we call docu-
mentation of our “evidence.”

Even though you may still
have the original documentin the
file cabinet folder, it could be
handy to look at the computer
screen and look at a compilation
as a whole. This can help you
decide if you have forgotten to
look for something, like a death
certificate. Having everything in
a computer database enables
you to have a neat computer
printout to take with you to the
library, courthouse or archives.
This way you know at a glance
what materials you have and
whatyouneed to search for. [use
this method because it enables
me to travel light.

One thing [ have also found
helpful is to highlight the areas
that are missing information,
such as a family group sheet with
all the spaces highlighted that
are empty. At a glance | know I

should look for the missing
puzzle pieces instead of some-
thing [ may already have. This
saves time and money.

While each of us has been
tempted to head to the library
and find the goodies, common
sense will hopefully prevail and
you will spend plenty of time in
preparation for you trip to the
library. The computer can help
us accomplish this ifwe follow a
few rules.

Recently on a sign above a
cash register in a local business
I saw a sign that read, “Those
who fail to plan, plan to fail.” If
we start with a good genealogy
program, and spend adequate
amounts of time entering infor-
mation from our home sources,
(remember our pedigree and
family group sheets and personal
interviews from the last edition
of Old Huntsville?) into the da-
tabase with the sources we have
up to this time; we will have at
the touch ofthe printer button a
compiled version ofthe informa-
tion we know at this time.

Once you have a printout of
the family group charts and pedi-
gree charts ofindividuals in your
database you are ready for some
more homework. Take out the
highlighter color of your choice
and mark all the empty spaces
on the charts. If a birth date is
missing, or a death date, mark
through that space with a
highlighter.

Once you have done thatyou
will be able to plan your trip to
the library, courthouse, or ar-
chives for that information. By
using these computer generated
charts as your study charts, you
will automatically know whatin-
formation you need. Don't plan
to find all birth dates for a fam-
ily in one day, but take one per-
son or two as a project for the
day and see if you can find all



the information on that person.
Take the highlighted charts
and think about where you could
find that specific information.
Write down a “shopping list,” in
your computer's word process-
ing program, and print out the
results or, on a yellow legal note
pad, of sources you would like
to check for your next research
trip. With your highlighted, com-
puter generated family group
sheets and pedigree charts, yel-
low legal note pad (for notes) pen
or pencil and adequate change
for copies, along with your “shop-
ping list” you may now want to
go seek and find! When you reach
the library or courthouse, refer
to your shopping list for the
sources you wanted to look at.
As you check these sources
make a note of whether you
found what you were looking for
or not. In other words write down
ALL the book and pages you
looked at, and note if they were

productive or not. This will save
you time later on. Instead ofre-
checking a source, you will know
if you did not find the record
there. Did you find a missing
part of the puzzle today?

While at the facility, write in
the highlighted spaces what you
found and where you found it.
This needs to be detailed as
such; book, page, facility found
at, reference number of the
book. Review before you leave
what you did not find and why,
make anote ofthis. When you're
finished... head home and turn
the computer on. Hopefully you
will have many wonderful hours
ofinput time ahead ofyou!

In the next issue we will dis-
cuss, “Computer Genealogy Pro-
grams, What they will do and
what they won't.”

The Tennessee Valley Genea-
logical Society's, Annual Spring
Genealogy Conference, 3-4
April, 1998 will feature many
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classes on computer genealogy.
We are privileged to have as one
of our speakers Richard White
from the Huntsville Madison
County Public Library, who also
is the coordinator for USGenWeb
and ALAGenWeb. We have
booked many nationally known
speakers in the field of geneal-
ogy for this area wide conference.

Please write to our address
for information about the confer-
ence.

TVGS

PO Box 1568

Huntsville, AL 35807

wl||< i

2" WOOD BLINDS (PURE WHITE)

Bring this AD in and save another 10%

1. Offer good until further notice.

1533-0000

" 712 Andrew Jackson Way
tV1irM Huntsville, Ala. 35801

r\Vt

7-3422

(digital beeper)

We Serve

North Alabama
&
Southern Tennessee.

There is a $42 trip charge
outside of Madison Co.

Fee includes
Measurements
&
Installation.
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Huntsville's Old Town District

City neighborhood listed in the National Register ofHistoric Places
by Ranee Pruit
Huntsville is home to two Town thus is an architectural

district, featuring styles found
through all of Huntsville’s long

nationally recognized historic
districts. The older, the Twick-

enham District, includes
much ofthe original area
of early 19th century of
Huntsville and is best
known for its antebellum
homes. The Old Town
Historic District was cre-
ated not long after Twick-
enham. Old Town con-
tains a mixture of home
ranging from beautiful
antebellum dwellings
and late Victorian ginger-
bread homes to simpler
cottages and middle class
houses of the early 20th
Century. There is even

nv

The founders of the Old Town
Historic District are Charles and
Frances Rice of 118 Calhoun
Street. In 1972 they began re-
storing their mid-1850s home,
which had stood empty for years
after having been used as apart-
ments. Butthe catalyst for the dis-
trict was Hall Bryant Jr., who de-
cided that another district was
needed and told architect Harvie
Jones that the Rices were the per-
feet ones to do the job. Mrs. Rice
says she accepted the task, “not
realizing how much work I was

getting into!” Originally ithad
been intended to add the Old
Town area to the Twicken-
ham District. However, the
Twickenham Board of Direc-
tors rejected this proposal
and the more difficult task of
establishing anew districtbe-
gan.

The first task involved
having the City Attorney draw
up the necessary paper work.
Then the leg work of gaining
the necessary signatures on
petitions asking for the estab-
lishment of the district had
do be performed. Although a

Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired history, from the 1820s right few volunteers assisted, the Rices
dwellings in Old Town. Old up to the present.

themselves did the Ron’s share of

Old photograph showing the corner of Calhoun Street and Clinton Avenue. The building
in the background is the old East Clinton School.



the work.

By August, 1974, the Old
Town Districthad passed its first
hurdle and been approved by the
Huntsville Planning Commis-
sion. The City Council took the
next step and recognized Old
Town as a city historic district.
With the support of then mayor,
Joe Davis, the Rices tackled the
next obstacle of achieving recog-
nition for the district from the
State of Alabama. The final
bridge was crossed in 1978,
when the Old Town governing
board was informed by Senator
John Sparkman that they had
achieved the highest distinction:
inclusion in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

The Old Town Historic Dis-
trict today is a thriving part of

the community. Property values
have soared since the creation of
the district, and the quiet tree-
lined streets continue to attract
new residents to the neighbor-
hoods. Old Town has also con-
tributed a relatively new tradition
to Huntsville: the Christmas lu-
minaries. While the candle-lined
streets are now common to both
Old Town and the Twickenham
District, as well as other parts
of Huntsville, the luminaries first
appeared about 1975 in front of
Frances Rice’s home.

Having lived in the southwest
for many years, the Rices were
familiar with the Hispanic tradi-
tion of placing luminaries along
the roadways at Christmas time.
Supposedly, this was to lead the
way to the manger where the in-
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fant Jesus lay. Twenty-two years
ago, Mrs. Rice and three of her
neighbors decorated their walks
with luminaries. The next year,
Frances Rice, Wilma Page (wife
of Judge Bill Page), and Dana
Tatum gained the approval ofthe
fire marshal to place luminaries
along city streets in both Dis-
tricts and around the court
house square.

From that simple beginning,
the popular tradition of today
has grown.

The Dill home, built in 1855, isjust one ofthe historic homes located in Old Town.
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From The Year 1944

FAMILY REUNION IN
THE SOUTH PACIFIC

SOMEWHERE IN THE
PACIFIC—The tides of war

washed Marine Private First
Class James R. Dobbs, Jr., 20,
and his father, Navy Chief Petty
Officer J. R. Dobbs, both of De-
catur, Ala., onto the same Pacific
island for their first meeting in
18 months and then quickly
whirled them apart again.

The boy - veteran of the as-
saults upon Saipan and the
Marshall Islands - was on duty
with his artillery unit when called
to the battery office to see his dad.

Before the father’s ship
sailed, they spent one day on the
island and three together aboard
ship.

FROZEN
FOOD ENTERS
NEW ERA

Mr. "Chick" Russell, owner
of Star Market, has installed
the first self service frozen
food counter in North Ala-
bama. He invites all of his
friends and customers to
come by and see this latest
marvel of the modern age.

PO.W. Camp

For Arsenal

300 to 500
Prisoners Expected

July 1944: Word was an-
nounced yesterday that Cham-
bers Construction Company of
Athens has been awarded a
$24,000 contract to build a fa-
cility on the Arsenal to house
between 300 and 500 German
prisoners of war.

The prisoners, from
Rommel’s Africa Corps, are ex-
pected to begin arriving in
Huntsville within a matter of
weeks. These will be the first
prisoners held in Madison
County since the Civil War. The
War Department is expected to
send a detachment of guards,
fluent in the German language,
to oversee the prisoners. No
plans have been announced as
to whether the prisoners will be
expected to work but it is com-
monly assumed they will be
hired out to local cotton farm-
ers.

TURNER
RECEIVES
BRONZE STAR

According to an Army dis-
patch, the Bronze Star for heroic
service has been awarded to Staff
Sergeant Leon Turner, 24.

Turner is serving with a medi-
cal battalion of the 8th infantry
division in connection with mili-
tary operations against the en-
emy in France. His citations
reads: “Although his duties as
ambulance platoon leader did
not require his presence in the
front lines, Sgt. Turner displayed
great courage in driving a fitter
jeep over terrain exposed to
heavy enemy shell fire in order
to permit the evacuation of
wounded men, ignoring warn-
ings from line officers that the
danger was too great.

“On August 27 Sgt. Turner led
a litter squad over a route ex-
posed to heavy mortar fire, re-
connoitered a new route for
evacuation, and returned three
times to supervise and assist in
the removal of wounded men
from their exposed position. His
personal courage and devotion to
duty were an inspiration to his

”»

men.
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OLD HUNTSVILLE-YESTERDAYS NEWS TODAY

Bombs Rain
Down
on Berlin!

LONDON, Dec. 5:—Berlin
was besieged today as nearly
2,000 tons of bombs rained
down from the sky, part of a
daring daylight raid by Ameri-
can forces. Their fighter escorts
shot down 80 German planes
over the Nazi capital.

The force of800 fighters and
SSO bombers took off from air
bases in Britain, and found
their targets in munitions and
tank factories. The Luftwaffe
made one of its rare appear-
ances in strength but the Nazi
fighters were apparently unable
to answer the challenge. Cling-
ing together in packs of 100 or
more, the Nazi Messerschmitts
and FockWulfs concentrated on
small groups of the bombers
but the American fighters
wouldn't let them in.

Huntsville
Connected To
The World By

Airline

Spirit of Huntsville
Off On Maiden Flight

Nov. 1944: A crowd of al-
most 7000 peopled gathered
early this morning to watch the
takeoff of the first regularly
scheduled passenger airplane
from this city. Pennsylvania
Central Airlines inaugurated
the service by announcing
daily flights to Birmingham.
Regular scheduled flights to
Nashville and Atlanta are ex-
pected to follow soon.

The airplane making the
initial flight was appropriately
named “The City of Hunts-
ville,” and was christened by
Miss Susie Spragins. Mr. Jim
Hill purchased the first ticket
for the price of $7.00.

INVESTIGATION

Accident Reconstruction
Fraud

Drugs

Rape

Civil Rights

Accidents

Missing Persons
Domestic Relations
Workman's Comp

Internal Theft
Security

Medical Malpractice
Arson Defense
Background Checks
Product Liability
Sexual Abuse
Executive Protection
Confidential

Huntsville Office 107 Holmes Ave. N.E.

(205) 533-1777 -

1-800-266-1777

ARMY AIRPLANE
CRASHES HERE

Bulletin: Three Army aviaters
wergroup they were attached to
have been at the Arsenal for sev-
eral months taking part in exer-
cises geared toward the invasion
of Japan.

Names of the deceased
aviaters have been with held pend-
ing notification of next of kin by
the War Department.

Huntsville's 'Historic'

Train Shop
MTH - WEAVER
WILLIAMS - LIONEL
RIVAROSS - LGB
53&-33°3
Mon. Thru Friday
10:00 til-6:"o

Saturday w - 6
320 Church St. Huntsville, Ala.



“Nineteenth Century Ancestors and the Records They Kept”
April 3-4 1998

Von Braun Convention Center-North Hall-Huntsville Alabama

Desmond Walls Allen , owner of Arkansas Research, a publishing Company; past president, life member
and member ofthe board of directors of Arkansas Genealogical Society. Her topics will be “American
State Papers & Carter’s Territorial Papers,’S “Creative Problem Solving,” & “Cite Your Sources:
How & Why.”
Tony Burroughs Internationally known genealogist, author, teacher and lecturer. He teaches genealogy
at Chicago State University and is the president of Black Roots, a genealogy senice and supply company.
He has received the Distinguished Service Award from the National Genealogical Society. His topics will
be “Black Roots, Tracing the Family Tree,” & “Problem Solving in African-American Genealogy”
John Philip Colletta. Ph.D. Well recognized, genealogical lecturer and publisher, John is a Faculty
member at the National Institute on Genealogical Research,(National Archives, Washington DC).
Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (Samford, Birmingham AL) and Institute of Genealogical
Studies (Dallas TX) Topics of interest to all will be, “Passenger Arrival records, 1820-1957 [and a
brief overview of pre-1820|;” “Passenger Arrival Records: Advanced Problem Solving.” Also “How
to Assemble and Write a Genealogical Work that is Both a Reliable Document and a Readable
Story,” and “From Proposal to Final Product: Commercial Publishing in the Field of Genealogy
Frazine K. Jones Tavlor; BS in Business Commerce from Knoxville College, Masters in Library and
Information Studies from Atlanta University, Peace Corps Volunteer. Frazine is the Head of the Ready
Reference for the Department of Archives and History in Montgomery Alabama. Her topic will be
“Tracing Our African-American Ancestors in Alabama,
Little Known Resources at the Alabama Department of Archives and History.”
Michael R. Bradley Ph.D. is professor ofhistory at Motlow College, Tullahoma Tennessee. ‘01
County Boy,’ as he is so fondly referred to, will warm our hearts at the Friday night Banquet Meal
with “Stories from the Land of Cotton.” Tais wonderful orator will also lecture on two
wonderfiil topics “Union Provost Marshall Records for Southern Middle Tennessee and
Northeastern Alabama,” and “The Forgotten Tullahoma Campaign of 1863,”
David M. & Francis Robb are independent museum consultants. David is the past Director ofthe
Huntsville Museum of Art. Francis works closely as consultant for the Humanities Foundation. They will
conduct a workshop on “Photograph Dating, Identification, Interpretation, Organization and
Caring for Your Family Photographs.”
Robert Scott Davis, is a Professor and the Director ofthe Family & Regional History Center at
Wallace State Community College, Hanceville AL. ’Bob’ has written 27 books, and over 600
Hundred articles on genealogical interest.. His topics will be
“Researching Your Indian Ancestor in the South,” “Research at the National Archives.”
“Getting to Know Georgia,” and “Researching in Georgia”
Richard White of Alabama Gen-Web and Huntsville Madison County Public Library
and The Huntsville Genealogical Computing Society will present “Computers & Genealogy, What’s
in it for Me,” Internet Genealogy and “Picking the Right Genealogy Program”
The “Rolling Indian History Museum' offers a hands-on look at area Indian Artifacts and History

For registration form contact the
Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society
PO Box 1568 Huntsville AL 35801

call 532-5971 leave message on answering machine or
pick up a form at the Huntsville Madison County Public Library



History They
Never
Taught You
In School

Did you know that F. L.
Maytag, the founder of the
Maytag Company, manufactured
automobiles? In 1909 Maytag
established the “Maytag Mason
Car Company” in Waterloo, lowa.
In its day (1909-1911) the
Maytag was considered a very
fine automobile. Maytag pro-
duced the “Hill Climber,” the first
automobile to climb a 50 degree
include with eight men on
board—a feat no other car ofthe
day could duplicate.

E L. Maytag sold his interest
in the car company in 1911 to
concentrate on his ever growing
washing machine business. On
another interesting note, his
plant manager and his chiefau-
tomobile designer, Frank and Al
Desenberg, went on to produce
their own automobile.

In the early days of America,
March 25th was celebrated as
New Year’s Day instead of Janu-
ary lst, and itwas so until 1752,
when the British Parliament
adopted the present calendar.
The custom of New Year's reso-
lutions originated with the Ro-
mans, who based it on the idea
that a person has control over

his own future, while the pastis
beyond control.

Gold was actually discovered
in California on March 9, 1842
— long before the famous find
at Sutter’s Mill touched off the
Gold Rush of 1849. Francisco
Lopez, an employee at the San
Fernando Mission near Los An-
geles, was hunting wild onions
in Placerita Canyon. According
to legend, he took a nap in the
shade of an oak tree and
dreamed he would find gold.
When he awoke and went back
to work, the first onion that he
pulled from the ground had tiny
nuggets dangling from the roots.
The Placerita Canyon gold mine
was worked from 1842 until
1848. However, the mine's own-
ers wisely kept its existence a
secret. Unfortunately for John
Sutter, he didn’t, and claim
jumpers stole almost everything
Sutter owned.

Robert Edwin Perry, a rear
admiral in the U.S. Navy, led po-
lar explorations that proved
Greenland is an island. He also
oversaw construction of a spe-
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cial ship named the Roosevelt,

the first ship ever built in the
United States for the purpose of
Arctic exploration. It was from
this ship that Perry and his ex-
plorers landed the expedition
that discovered the North Pole on
April 6, 1909.

Full Service
Master Barber
* Call anytime *
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Huntsville, Ala. 35801
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After The War

From "A Dream Come True"

by James Record

Although the war was over,
the gaping wounds of dissent,
bitterness, and remembrances of
brother battling brother
stretched from Washington to
Huntsville, to Mobile and New
Orleans. Madison Countians
would never forget the approxi-
mately 400 native sons who lost
their lives in the struggle. Resi-
dents of Huntsville only gaped
halfcuriously when Union forces
disinterred 278 Union soldiers at
Maple Hill Cemetery, moving the
remains to the Chattanooga Na-
tional Cemetery.

Real efforts were now being
made in Alabama and Madison
County to reconstruct things as
they had been before. Efforts
were doomed to failure, however,
as Reconstruction ofanother type

was destined to be forced on the
people of the South—the long,
strong arm of the Federal gov-
ernment. A long, bitter period
was to follow, with newcomers
to the South, referred to as Car-
petbaggers, and Scalawags—
thought ofas Southern traitors—
taking over. Much of the money
and property that was left went
to these people, who controlled
the elections, the commerce, the
farms, and the emancipated Ne-
groes.

The Confederacy lay in ruins.
Alabama was under military rule
after the state legislators failed
to ratify the 14th amendment to
the United States Constitution,
areconstruction amendment on
civil rights.

Huntsville and Madison
County, one of the few regions
within the Confederacy which

had initially fought against seces-
sion, struggled for survival.

The ghosts ofwar were all too
real.

President Andrew Johnson,
a former visitor to Madison
County, attempted to carry out
reconstruction policies, enacted
by Congress, in a humane, for-
giving, type way, but apparently
was too lenient with Southern-
ers, atleastin the Congressional
eye. His approach caused, a fu-
ror, particularly among Congres-
sional Republican “radicals”, in-
cluding Thaddeus Stevens in the
House, and Charles Sumner in
the Senate.

A flagrant challenge to
Johnson’s reconstruction ac-
tions came in early 1866 when
the Congress voted a resolution
that no Senator or Representa-
tive from a secessionist State
would be admitted to either body
until Congress itselfdecided that
State was entitled to represen-
tation.

Congress flatly refused to
seat the representatives and
senators sent to Washington

JEAN'S

ON

FRANKLIN

Huntsville's Finest Ladies'Dress Shop

Annual Year-end Winter

Clearance Sale!

Making room for Spring Fashions arriving daily.
Save 50% and more on Dresses, Sportswear

and Special Occasion Dresses.



from Alabama. All it took to
blackball an Alabama senator or
representative was a simple ma-
jority vote.

That action, in and of itself,
was the gargantuan weapon used
to wrest reconstruction out ofthe
hands of President Johnson and
set unbearable policies upon the
South.

Several theories accounted
for the attitude of harsh reper-
cussions against the South. One
was that the South had simply
“committed suicide” by its act of
secession. Another was that the
South, as a conquered territory,
deserved no rights, no self gov-
ernment at all.

Madison County'’s hero, Cap-
tain Frank B. Gurley, in jail for
five months with a hanging sen-
tence over his head, was surpris-
ingly released after much work

on his behalf. Just before his
arrest, he had been elected
Sheriff, had received his com-
mission, and began work, in
1865. The town of Gurley, some-
times referred to as Gurley’s and
Gurleyville, was named for him.

A former Huntsvillian be-
came the political king ofthe hill.
Robert Patton, born in Virginia,
but a Huntsville resident when
he was nine, and a student at
Greene Academy in his early
years, won the governorship over
M. J. Bulger of Tallapoosa
County and William R. Smith of
Tuscaloosa County. He replaced
Parsons, appointed provisional
governor in 1865 by President
Johnson.

Patton, a founder of the fa-
mous Bell Factory in Madison
County, at the time of his elec-
tion a resident of Florence, was
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in for troublesome years.

The Radical Republican aims
would bring no benefit to Ala-
bama. Some historians claim the
radicals deliberately attempted
to stir trouble through the state.
If the reconstruction was to be
peaceful and orderly, the North-
ern “moneymen” and their Re-
publican cohorts could not gain
political strength.

That philosophy, at least,
may have accounted for a gath-
ering at Pulaski, Tennessee on
May 4, 1866, just a month after
the Presidentissued a proclama-
tion that the insurrection had
ended, and about a month after
passage of a major Civil Rights
bill on April 9.

Southerners, determined to
protect their heritage and way of
life, and equally determined to
fight the newly acquired free-

View showing the East side of the Square shortly after the Civil War.
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doms of'slaves, formed a secret
vigilante organization.

Such was the birth ofthe Ku
Klux Klan, the white hooded
nightriders determined to strike
back at the North to prevent the
radicals capturing the future
potential wealth of the South.
Their first leader was former
Confederate General Nathan
Bedford Forrest, the first Grand
Wizard. The organization was
later formally disbanded in
1869, although insurgent groups
continued to masquerade as
KKK's. In actuality, the KKK did
not again exist as an organiza-
tion until 1915, when it was
again formally organized, in At-
lanta.

Life had never been as rug-
ged before in Madison County,
even during those years when
pioneers struggled to bring civi-
lization to the Indian infested re-
gion. County minutes still

View of the South side of the Square.

showed 1866 payments for war-
time, such as payments to A. J.
Jones and R. S. Spragins for
having removed county records
to Blountsville during the war.
Factories had closed, jobs
were scarce, and money for ser-
vices rendered seemed only a

dream; far from the harsh facts
oflife. Even so, however, the com-
munity of Gurleyville was estab-
lished as a post office during
1866, with William M. Dunn as
its first postmaster. The post of-
fice name was changed to Gurley
in 1883.

Another view ofthe East side ofthe Square. Notice the U.S. Army tents on the vacant lot.



And in spite of everything
else, Fordyce and Rison Banking
House opened in 1866, to re-
main a potent factor in local
community affairs until 1948,
when First National Bank ac-
quired it. The N. C. and St. L.
Railroad also began operation in
Alabama during 1866, while
Western Union made its appear-
ance on the local scene, having
acquired the lines of the Mag-
netic Telegraph Company.

Starvation was not an un-
heard of condition in Madison
County. Colonel John B. Callis,
head ofthe Freedman’s Bureau,
in 1866 traveled to New Orleans
bringing back corn and bacon to
distribute to the destitute of
North Alabama. Madison County
got 500 sacks of corn and 2,500
pounds of bacon for 999 desti-
tute freedmen and 679 refugees,
which was turned over to civil
authorities appointed by the
Governor. Madison County and
Huntsville government officials
purchased 1,388 acres of land
from R. C. Brickell, south of
Huntsville, for a new poorhouse.
The property was acquired but
later sold, in 1870, to J. D.

Vandeventer at which time the
County bought 200 acres from
Joseph Rice two miles from New
Market. At that time, a new log
cabin poorhouse, with J. McLeod
and Joseph R. Latham as con-
tractors, was built at a cost of
$2,950.

The County, on June 10
1866, voted that Probate Judge
James H. Scruggs, along with
John M. Humphrey, be autho-
rized to purchase 20 days ra-
tions for the county’s destitute.
Prices at thattime included eggs
25<¢ per pound; ham 27<t per
pound; and coffee 87<t per
pound. Few could afford these
“outrageous” prices.

Despite poverty and confu-
sion, the push toward Recon-
struction continued in Madison
County. Judge Robert S.
Spragins, administrator of the
estate of James Clemons, laid
out 50 lots in the village called
Madison, laying the foundation
for the incorporation ofthe town
of Madison in 1869.

Work was underway, too, to
encourage repair and erection of
buildings destroyed or damaged
during the Civil War. Somehow,
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Know
Your

Rjgts”

Now is the time to
apply for Medicare ifyou
are not automatically...

entitled through Social Secu-
rity. The annual enrollment period
ends March 31. The place to enroll
is the Social Security Office. IfS. S.
does not cover your premiums, the
State's Qualified Medicare Benefi-
ciary (QMB) program may do so.
The QMB program is a Medicare
Supplement administered by the
Medicaid Agency. It also covers
Medicare deductibles and co-pay-
ments, assuming you have no other
Insurance. To be eligible for the
QMB program, you must be eligible
for or enrolled in Medicare, and
your income cannot exceed the pov-
erty level: $678 per month for an
individual and $905 per month for
a couple. There are also resource
limits. If your income is between
100 and 135% ofthe poverty level,
you may still be eligible for some
assistance. Madison Co. residents
can get more info by contacting the
Medicare Agency in Decatur,

(205) 584-4100

This column is provided as a public
service by Legal Services of North-
Central Alabama, Inc., a nonprofit
corporation providing free legal help to
low income persons in a 5 county area.

To make a donation orreceive
information on how you can help,
contact:

Legal Services of North
Central AL., Inc.
2000-C Vernon Drive,
P.O. Box 2465
Huntsville, Alabama 35804
(205) 536-9645
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the City of Huntsville managed
to purchase 50 acres from Mat-
thew Steele to add to its cem-
etery, and even managed to get a
cedar fence built around the
cemetery by Douglas and Com-
pany, since the old fence had
been destroyed by Union sol-
diers. During the year 1866, the
city financial statement showed
the city to have spent $23,000.

During 1867—-the same year
that Jefferson Davis was re-
leased, with Horace Greeley go-
ing on his bond—Alabama be-
came a part ofthe third military
district, including Georgia and
Florida. General John Pope com-
manded the district, and decreed
that no liquor would be sold en-
listed men in Huntsville. Military
headquarters in Huntsville were
setup atthe Calhoun House, and
the Calhoun property on the East
side ofthe square was used as a
stable for Union horses. Head-
quarters were moved, later in
1870, to a 25 acre site on former
Governor Reuben Chapman’s
property.

One of Huntsville’'s earliest
recorded disagreements between
the Mayor and Governing body

occurred in 1867. The aidermen
wanted to buy a new fire engine,
but the Mayor opposed it on the
grounds that it would become
necessary to hire a fire chief. The
aidermen won out, voting on
July 15 to buy a Rotary type en-
gine for $5,000. The engine
would be named after R. W.
Coltart. The county agreed to
provide costs of operation for
one year, with the city agreeing
to buy uniforms for the fire com-
pany.

General George B. Meade
succeeded General Pope in De-
cember 1867 and in March
1868, issued an order consum-
mating reconstruction. All Civil
officers, whether by military ap-
pointment or by failure to have
successors qualified, were or-
dered to turn over their office to
properly elected officials in July
1868.

State expenditures rose to
$1.4 million for the fiscal year
18681869, compared with $.8
million in 1866. The new Gov-
ernor, William H. Smith, who
walked away with the race in
1868, carried Madison County’s
A. P Applegate, classified as a
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carpetbagger, into office with him
as the state’s first Lieutenant
Governor, an office set up by the
new Constitution.

The Republican Party had
gained the stronghold they
wanted. Smith and Applegate
were Republican, and 28 Repub-
lican Negroes were elected to the
Alabama legislature.

Republicans now dominated
both houses of the legislature
and the courts as well.
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THE

INDIAN CREEK

CANAL

The Tennessee River was the
commercial artery during the
early days of Huntsville’s settle-

ment. Efficient transportation of

goods can make or
break any adventure.
Huntsville’s location of
just ten miles from the
mighty Tennessee was
one of the decisive fac-
tors of'its early growth.
Water can mean life or
death. Water gave life to
Huntsville's transporta-
tion capabilities and
also to its people from
the enormous spring
around which the city
itselfhad begun.

A number of promi-
nent Huntsville men re-
ceived a charter from
the State of Alabama
dated December 21,
1820, to open and im-
prove navigation on Big
Spring and Indian
Creeks from Huntsville
to Triana. A notice was
published in the
(Huntsville) Alabama
Republican dated Fri-
day, April 27, 1821, of
this act to incorporate
the “Indian Creek Navigation
Company” and plans to proceed
to open books of subscription for
stock in the said company the fol-
lowing month at the Planters’ &
Merchants Bank in Huntsville.
The amount of each share was
fixed by law at $50. LeRoy Pope,

by Pat Carpenter

Thomas Fearn, Stephen S.
Ewing, Henry Cook and Samuel

Hazard were listed at the bot-
tom of'the newspaper article as

Dr. Thomas Fearn

commissioners. Several articles
ran in this paper shortly there-
after one of which was notifica-
tion of an election for five direc-
tors of the said company on
Wednesday, May 26,1821. The
work of completing the canal
extended over a period oftime.
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Success became doubtful and
the canal seems to have been de-
serted except for Thomas and
George Fearn whose efforts were
crowned with success. On Janu-
ary 27, 1823 the following was
advertised in the (Huntsville)
Southern Advocate:

“The Indian Creek Naviga-
tion Company is prepared to
ship cotton to the Tennessee
River. It is not completely fin-
ished but will admit the pas-
sage of boats.”

The canal had
now come to be
known as “Fearn’s
Canal,” and continued
slowly wuntil final
completion in 1831.
Public interest now
flourished and plans
began for improve-
ment of the canal to
enable passage of
large river steamers.
On July 7th, 1835 a
notice was published
in the (Huntsville)
Southern Advocate as
follows:

“On the 20th of
July books will be
opened by the Hunts-
ville Canal; to render
the stream navigable

for large boats, at a
cost of $150,000.00.
Thos. and George
Fearn.”

Lack of documen-
tation or evidence to the contrary
gives conclusion that this ven-
ture was not successful. Over-
come by other events, the canal
disappears into the pages ofhis-
tory with no further mention of
itin the aforementioned or other
local newspapers. There is a
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break in the files of the local pa-
pers of this time from the year
1837 to 1844.

One ofthe major events that
the canal was undoubtedly over-
come by was the completion of
an efficient roadway called the
Whitesburg Turnpike between
Huntsville and the Tennessee
river.

However, you can still visit
the spring that was the beginning
ofthis canal and a small portion
ofthe canal across from the util-
ity building. You can also go to
the Heritage Room ofthe Hunts-
ville Public Library and see pic-
tures ofthe canal, portraits of Dr.
Thomas Fearn, and the beauty
of Huntsville as it retold in the
photographs, books, and pic-
tures located there.

AGELESS
BEAUTY
TIPS

Don't like soap? Wash your face with milk or yogurt on a
cotton ball.

It's been proven that smothering your face with heavy creams
will enlarge pores, cause blemishes and weaken the elasticity so
much that it will cause drooping and sagging.

For normal skin use sesame, sunflower or wheat germ oil,
warmed just a bit.

For very oily skin use safflower oil found in any grocery store.

A good facial mask a tablespoon of honey mixed with a tea-
spoon of strained lemon juice. This is a French woman’s secret
for beautiful skin. Apply to clean, dry face and leave on for 10
minutes rinse with tepid water.

An early rendering of the Big Spring showing the Indian Creek Canal



A Letter
From
Decatur

Decatur,
September 24, 1878

Messrs. White:

[ am here as a volunteer to
assist the few devoted men and
women of Decatur to nurse the
fever stricken and bury the dead,
and as [ have a few moments of
leisure I thought it might be in-
teresting to the folks at home to
get an unvarnished statement of
facts.

We have the yellow fever here
in its most malignant form. Out
ofeight cases, six have been laid
beneath the sod. The two cases
we are now on, Charles Austin
and Mat Todd, are doing very
well and [ think will recover.
There are two sick among the
Negroes, but | don't think they
have the fever as yet. Almost all
ofthe white people have left town
and gone into the country. There
are a few colored people left and
they are doing all they can to help
us. The business houses are all
closed, except two: Scott's and
Stewart’s. The late one is kept
open by Capt. Smith, who has
orders from that noble hearted
citizen, Capt. John Stewart, to
let those that remain in Decatur
have what they need, with or
without the money.

Among the citizens that re-
main are W.W. Littlejohn of the
Polk House; doctors Cross, Wise,
Young, and Collins; J. Henry,
Postmaster; Capt. H.G. Thomas,
Todd, Jones, McDerment,

Carter, and Thomas of the post
office, Gus McCan and two or
three others. The doctors are
very devoted to the sick. Capt.
Thomas is chairman ofthe visit-
ing committee for the whites. He
is everywhere caring tenderly for
the sick and encouraging the
despondent. The citizens of De-
catur will never forget him but
will remember him as one ofthe
heroes of’78. Bob Chardavoyne,
colored, is in charge of the col-
ored visiting committee and is a
good worker. Gus McCan is in
charge of'the burial committee.
The town is lonely and deso-
late, and a mantle of sorrow and
grief'is hanging over us. We are
working night and day to prevent
the spread of the disease. The
few brave men who have risked
their lives will long be remem-
bered by the citizens of Decatur.
We think we have laid the last one
to rest. In walking the streets,
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one sees the black spots on the
streets, marking the place where
bedding removed immediately
after death was burned. The
town is silent as agrave. The few
people remaining are sad, and
the question most asked is, ‘Are
there any new cases?”

We have plenty of nurses,
medicines, and provisions,
thanks to generous citizens ofthe
U.S. Capt. Hurd of Cincinnati,
and Dr. Cantwell of Decatur, now
in Mansfield, Ohio, who each
telegraphed us to draw on them
$1,000 ifwe needed help.

Truly, Eli P Jennings
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Good and B
Luck Omens

Two spoons accidentally
placed in a cup or saucer at the
table denotes a coming marriage
in the family.

It is a bad omen to have a
picture drop from its frame.

It is considered unlucky to
kill a swallow, wren, robin or la-
dybug. The coming of a strange
cat to the house is considered
good luck.

A child running between
friends is considered bad luck.

It 1s said that in order to last,
the home should be shingled in
the dark of the moon. It is con-
sidered bad luck to move on a
Saturday.

A child born with thick hair
will die rich. It is also said to be
unlucky for a child to see itself
in amirror before itis a year old.

To enter a house by one door
and leave by another is unlucky.

Ifalady’s apron becomes untied
while she is preparing a meal,
someone is talking about her.

It is unlucky to have clothes
mended while wearing them.

To be startled by a snake sig-
nifies a coming sickness.

To break a needle while sew-
ing on a new garment is a sign
that the owner will live to wear
it out.

Itis an evil omen to postpone
a wedding after the time has
been set.

Tree
Serviee

Tree Service Licensed
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King of the
Snufiidippers’ Ball

The Legend of Monte Sano Crowder

tories have been writ
ten about most of the
historic places in

the fiddle. His dad came in one
day and told him to “go ahead
and play it, only don't break any-

Huntsville, but one you willimgveérFYom that day on, Monte

see in the history books is a place
that carved its own niche in
this city’s history for over a
quarter of a century. It was
a place that a lot of people
will never forget and some
people would like to forget.
During this time Monte Sano
Crowder reigned supreme,
as King of the Snuffdippers’
Ball.

Monte Sano Crowder
was born on the mountain
that he was named for in
1914. When Monte was only
six years old his mother
died, leaving his father with
a whole house full of kids,
and very little money.
Monte's father was a natu-
ral musician and often,
when times were especially
hard, would wrap his Sears
and Roebuck fiddle in an old
flour sack and “take off fid-
dling for a week or two, in
order to keep food on the
table."

Monte began fiddling when
he was about ten years old. His
dad kept his fiddle lying on the
bed and while he was fixing sup-
per, Monte would slip into the
bedroom and saw very quietly on

was a fiddle player.

Like his father, Monte and his
brothers were all natural born
musicians. In 1928, Monte and
his brothers began playing to-
gether as the Crowder Brothers.
The oldest brother, A R, was the

nianager of the band. A.P.
Crowder later moved to Illinois
where he became known as the
top fiddle player in the state.
Monte recalls that back in
those days people would
plan barn dances some-
times a year in advance.
There would be cold drinks
and ice cream and the
street would be roped off
with sawdust spread down
for people to dance on.
Sometimes the dancing
would go on till the wee
horns of the morning. The
band tried to charge $15.00
anight for the entire group;
three or four dollars apiece
was pretty good money in
those days.

“Times were gettin’' kind
oflean back then and [ was
gettin’ tired of chopping cot-
ton, so one day I tell Leon,
my brother, I say Leon, let's
go to Texas or someplace
where we can make music
and make a little money,
too. Leon, he looked at me
and laughed and said, ‘we
can't play that good!" Well,

by Golly, we can at least try, [ told
him." The next day we took off
for Texas.

“We were hitchhiking and
didn’t have no money so we car-
ried our cotton sacks with us. We
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figured thatifwe didn't make no
money making music, we could
still pay our way by picking cot-
ton. It's a good thing we had them
sacks, ‘cause when we got to
Texas, they had mosquitoes as
big as birds and we had to crawl
into those sacks to sleep, other-
wise they would have eatus alive.

“Well, we got to Texas and we
started making music on the
sidewalks. We would stand there
and play all the tunes that we
knew and ifwe were lucky some-
one would put a little spare
change in the hat, and then we
could eat again. We had been
doing this for a couple of days
when this guy with a medicine
show hires us to play for his
show. We would make music,
people would gather around, and
then this medicine man would
sell his goods. We spent that
whole summer in Dallas making
music. That's when we got to
thinking that we were genuine
musicians.”

Monte returned to Alabama,
convinced that he could make a
living playing the fiddle. In 1937,
Slim Daniel gave Monte his first
job in Huntsville. Word of the
young man and his fiddle play-
ing spread throughout the Ten-
nessee Valley, and it wasn't long
before he was in great demand.

“Those were the days when a
man put his heart and his soul
into his music. I remember back
in 1939, or maybe '40, when
some guy by the name of Hank
Williams called me and wanted
me to make music with him. |
played with him for a while, but
he wanted to go to Louisiana and
make some records. I told him
that [ didn’t care nothing about
being famous, | had everything |
wanted right here in Huntsville.”

Hank Williams went to Loui-
sianawhere he auditioned for the
“Louisiana Hayride,” the show

that was to propel him into
worldwide fame within a few
years.

In 1941, a man appeared at
Monte’s door and asked him to
take a job playing for a square
dance. The man told Monte that
they weren’'t making much
money and couldn’t afford to pay
anything except a percentage of
the gate. The square dance was
commonly known as the
“Snuffdippers’ Ball” and Monte
was to play there for the next
thirty two years.

The Snuffdippers’ Ball was
located upstairs at the old
Temple Theater, in a room nor-
mally used for union meetings,
on Jefferson Street. The lot on
which it stood is now a parking
lot for the Heritage Club. Walk-
ing down the streetyears ago, the

Get Cozy
on these

only evidence you would see of
the ball was a narrow doorway
and a long, steep set of stairs.
No signs, no neon lights. You had
to know what you were looking
for in order to find it.

“You had to climb the steps,
pay a fifty cents admission, and
then you'd be in this big room.
The room Itself wasn't much to
look at, it was just a big room
with a few chairs on the side, had
a place to sell potato chips and
soft drinks, and yes, back in the
old days it even had spittoons for
people that dipped snuff or
chewed tobacco

“But it wasn't the room that
made the ball, it was the people.
Use to, most everyone lived out
in the country and they had to
work hard for a living, and Sat-
urday night was the only night

Cold Nights”
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they had to have a little fun and
let offa little steam. There would
be people dressed in their Sun-
daybest, their hair slicked down,
and a Sunday go to meeting shine
on their shoes. And over there,
against that wall, would be the
boys that picked cotton all week,
still dressed in their overalls.
Grandpa would be back in a cor-
ner holding court with all the
other men while the Missus
would be sitting there clapping
her hands to the music. There
would be so many people packed
in that smoky room thatitwas a
wonder thatthe old wooden floor
didn’t just cave in with all that
stompin’ and dancin’ going on.

“Lord, ifthat old building was
still there, and if those walls
could talk, there would be a thou-
sand ghosts in that room, and
they would all be tapping their
feet to the memories of all the
music that was played there. “

With the new fiddle player
taking the lead, the Snuffdippers
Ball became an instant success,
with throngs of people lining up
in front ofthe door hours before
it opened. Its success created a
new entertainment district down-
town. No alcohol was served on
the premises ofthe Ball, so bars
began to spring up around it to
cater to the thirsty crowds. An
old-timer claims that “you could
always tell when Monte took a
break. When the music stopped,
the people would swarm out of
the Ball, like bees on honey,
headed for the bars, but when
Monte picked that fiddle up
again, the bars would empty out
and the sidewalks that were
crowded with noisy people a few
minutes earlier would grow si-
lent.”

By this time the Snuffdippers’
Ball had acquired such a repu-
tation thatitwas posted “Off Lim-

its” to military personnel, as far
away as Nashville, Tennessee.
Ironically, this was one ofthe few
places of entertainment down-
town that did not serve alcohol,
but alot of people had bottles of
“cough medicine” in brown pa-
per bags, sticking out of their
back pockets.

Monte recalls, “There was
never no trouble inside my place.
It was all outside. 1 would tell
those boys that if they wanted to
fight they could go outside and

What's
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do it.  wouldn’t put up with that
in the Ball. Why, there were folks
that would drop their kids off
with us while they took offto the
bars!”

The fact that Monte was a
professional wrestler, undoubt-
edlyhelped persuade some ofthe
local rowdies to keep the peace.
He first stepped into the ring in
1937 and over the next 15 years
would wrestle as a professional
in over 200 matches, under the
name of “The Breakdown Wres-
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tier.” Asked if he was any good,
Monte replied, “I didn't win very
much, but I made me a little
money. ¢

Earl Frazier, a retired Madi-
son County deputy sheriff, re-
called working Jefferson Street
in front of the Ball every Satur-
day night. “We never had no
trouble in the Ball itself, but
whenever the band took a break
we got ready. A lot ofthose boys
would go outside and try their
best to see how fast they could
get drunk. Most Saturday nights,
we would arrest ten, fifteen or
maybe sometimes even twenty
people on the sidewalks in front
of the Snuffdippers’ Ball. It
wasn'treally as bad as it sounds,
most of them were the same
people every week. The sheriffs
department had regular custom-
ers back then.

“One night, me and Ed
Norton was working the side-
walks in front ofthe Ball. We had
already arrested one drunk and
had him in the car and we were
putting the handcuffs on another
one, when a third drunk stag-
gered by. When | saw the third
one, knowing thatwe didn't have
any more room in the car, I
reached over and tapped him on
the shoulder and told him that
he was under arrest. Just walk
on down to the jail, I told him.
We'll be down there directly to
take care ofyou.

“Sure enough, in about 15
minutes, when we got to the jail
to drop off another load of pris-

oners, there the guy was sitting
on the curb waiting for us to put
him in jail. Something like that
would never happen today. “

Life was treating Monte pretty
good in those days. Monte re-
calls, “I was married and had a
son. [ was making a little money
and only had to work one night
a week. Somewhere around
1947 or 1948 some guys come
to me and asked me if [ wanted
to do aradio show. Itwas WHBS,
and was down there where we
pay our utilities at now. So I
asked these guys, what was in it
for me?”

They told Monte, “We are go-
ing to sell twelve sponsors at $3
apiece, and you'll get $12 and
we'll get $24.”

“That didn’'t sound like too
bad a deal to me so | became a
radio announcer. I'm making
twelve bucks an hour for sitting
there talkingjustlike I been do-
ing all my life for nothing. I had
this show called ‘Crowder’s Corn
Crib’ and I talked and played
music. Only thing I didn’t like
was doing the weather. Most of
the time the weather forecast
back then was wrong, so they
would give me this sheet of pa-

The difference between a
taxidermist and a tax
callee
takes only your skin.

Mark Twain

Hartlex Antique Mall

1030 OId Monrovia Rd.

830-4278 Mon - Sat 10-7

100 plus Dealers!

Across from Madison Square
Mall, next to Saturn

per with the weather on it and |
would go on the air and say, ‘]
don'tbelieve a word ofit, but this
sheet of paper says that the
weather is gonna be...’

“Only thing was that this job
was interfering with my fishing.
Got to where every time they
wanted me atthe station, the fish
would be biting. Well, anyway,
they call me in the office one day
and tell me that [ have to choose
between fishing and doing radio.
That was a dumb thing for them
to do, ‘cause [ had my fishing rod
in the car all ready to go.”

In 1972, progress caught up
with the Snuffdippers Ball.
Nightclubs began selling drinks
over the bar, a practice not al-
lowed until the late sixties, and
most had free entertainment.
People who had been going to the
Ball for years slowly began to
drift away, and Monte was forced
to close it down.

Monte Sano Crowder, the
King of the Snuffdippers’ Ball,
became one of the most well
known fiddle players in the
Southeast, recording numerous
tapes and records, with his mu-
sic being used in two movies pro-
duced here in Alabama.

At the age of 83, Monte
doesn'tplay the fiddle much any-
more. His hands have become
gnarled with age and it's hard to
make the bow fly across the
strings the way it once did.

“When you get old, there ain't
much to do except sit under a
shade tree and drink Double
Cola and remember. You try to
remember all the things you've
done and all the people you've
met.

"And if you're lucky, you re-
member how much you loved ev-
ery minute of it.”



The Man
With No
Name

John W. Hanner, a staff
writer for the Brooklyn Gazette,
while visiting Alabama in 1847,
wrote a story about a slave in
Huntsville who belonged to a Mr.
McLemore. The slave had been
born on the place where he lived,
but had never traveled more
than a half mile away from
home.

Apparently, the slave was
born retarded, but had become
a favorite ofhis master. Although
able to perform simple chores,
the man was unable to care for
himself. He slept in the main
house, where someone could
watch over him.

Mr. Hanner described the
slave as a very large, but calm,
person who was never known to
tell a lie. His voice was low and
his enunciation slurred. He
never became angry or excited
about any ofthe ordinary things
of life. Like all other slaves at
that time, he was unable to read
or write.

What made the slave so un-
usual was the fact that he was a
mathematical genius. The man
did not know one figure or let-
ter from another, but was able
to add, subtract, multiply, and
work complicated mathematical
problems in his mind faster than
most people could on paper.

Word of his unusual ability

spread and before long he be
came a local curiosity. The Rev.
John C. Burruss and Thomas
Brandon, prominent men in the
early days of Madison County,
heard of the strange slave and
decided to see for themselves.
Some of the questions used
in testing him were as follows:

“What is 99 times 99?”
Answer: “9,801.”

“What is 74 times 86 1/2?”
Answer: “6,401.”

“How many 9’s are in 20007?”
Answer: “222 with 2 over.
“Whatis 321 times 789?”
Five second pause.
“253,269.”

“What is 7 times 9,2237”
TXvo second pause. "64,561."
“Whatis 3,333 times 5,555?”

This was the only question
that seemed to stump the slave.
He pulled at his clothing, wrung
his hands, sucked his thumb
and then ran out of the house
into the yard where he began
skipping and leaping into the air.

Satisfied thatthey had finally
been able to best the slave ge-
nius, Burruss and Brandon were
aboutto leave when the slave ran
back into the room.

“18,514,815,” he shouted to
the bewildered questioners.

A week later he was able to

recall to the men what the last
problem, asked him on that day,
had been.

He never had an explanation
as to how he arrived at the an-
swers, stating only, “I studies it
up!”

When word of the slave’s un-
canny mathematical gift begin to
spread, his master was besieged
by requests from people wanting
more information. One group of
learned professors, from Nash-
ville, spent three days with him
in an effort to prove trickery. All
attempts failed as the slave an-
swered each question correctly.

Finally, in a last effort to dis-
credit him, one ofthe professors
asked how many stars were in
the universe. The slave jumped
up, ran out of the room and
didn't returned. Almost an hour
later the professor found him
hiding behind a woodshed.

“You don't know the answer!”
exclaimed thejubilant professor.

“Yes sir, I knows the answer
... there jest ain't no word for a
number that big.”

No one knows whatever hap-
pened to the slave who was a
mathematical genius. Years later,
people could not even remember
his name and he became just
another footnote in OlId
Huntsville’s history.
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