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Blackjack Pershing 
and the
Buffalo soldiers

In the late summer of 1898 
Huntsville had literally become a 
vast military encampment with 
over twenty thousand soldiers 
camped around town. The Span­
ish American War was over and 
Huntsville had been chosen as the 
winter camp for the returning sol­
diers.

Teddy Roosevelt and the 
Rough Riders had become na­
tional heroes for their gallant 
charge up San Juan Hill. 
Roosevelt was the first military 
hero since the Civil War and news­
papers everywhere lauded his 
military exploits. There was al­
ready talk of running him for 
President in the next election.

Adding to his popularity was 
the fact that General Joe Wheeler 
had proposed Roosevelt for the 
Medal of Honor for his heroic ex­
ploits in Cuba.

In Washington, D.C., how­
ever, a controversy was brewing. 
There were whispers in the corri­
dors of the Senate that Roosevelt 
was not the leader he claimed to 
be, that he had not led the charge 
up San Juan Hill. Even worse, 
there were rumors that the actual 
heroes were a bunch of black sol­
diers.

The Tenth Cavalry, known as 

Make it a perfect

Printing Services

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-4452
fax: 256-534-4456 

email: linprint@mindspring.com 
web: www.linprinf.cceasy.com

Visa mastercard American Express

beginning 
with your

Announcements 
Toasting Glasses 
Thank You Notes 

Programs, Guestbooks 
Scrolls, Informals, Ribbons

Napkins, Matchbooks, & more

the Buffalo soldiers, were an all­
Black unit that had already carved 
a distinguished military history 
before being sent to Cuba. They 
had spent over thirty years on the 
Western frontier where the Indi­
ans had given them the name 
“Buffalo soldiers” because the 
dreadlocks many of the men wore 
reminded the Indians of the hair 
on buffalos. During this time, the 
men of the Tenth Cavalry were 
awarded eight Medals of Honor 
for bravery.

In the fall of 1898 they had 
returned from Cuba and were in 
winter quarters at Camp Forse, 
once located where Five Points is 
today. The camp had originally 
been named Camp Wheeler but 
Joe Wheeler, perhaps out of mod­
esty, quickly changed the name 
when he arrived in Huntsville to 
take up command.

Trouble could have been ex­
pected when the authorities 
placed 1200 professional Black 
soldiers in the midst of thousands 
of ill-trained white volunteers. For 
most of the volunteers, their only 
dealings with Blacks had been 
tiiat of servants. Adding insult to 
injury was the fact that when the 
Tenth Cavalry left Cuba they had 
been stripped of their supplies 
and issued cast off uniforms and 
Civil War era arms. Some of the 
men were virtually barefoot and
dressed in garments that bore 
little resemblance to a uniform. By

eh
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the time they arrived in Huntsville 
they looked more like an assort­
ment of tramps rather than a mili­
tary unit with a proud history.

To most people, it was obvi­
ous that once the fighting was 
over, the government had little use 
for the Black troops.

Their officers, who were all 
white, were of little help. The 
Spanish-American War had been 
a media event and almost every 
regiment had reporters assigned 
to them. The officers, most of 
whom knew they would be getting 
out of the Army in a few months, 
spent their time trying to get their 
name in the papers and attend­
ing the many social events held in 
Huntsville for the soldiers. The last 
thing they wanted was for their 
names to be associated with a 
group of Black soldiers, which 
back in 1898 could spell the end 
to a career. Most of them pre­
ferred to let the soldiers fend for 
themselves.

The Buffalo soldiers, deprived 
of the normal supply chain, fol­
lowed an Army tradition that has 
existed since the beginning of the 
military ... they began to 
“scrounge.” Soldiers returning 
from drill would find their tents 
stripped of belongings. New re­
peating rifles disappeared and in 
many cases were replaced by 
rusty Civil War muskets. Even a 
soldier returning from town, 
drunk from an evening's carous­
ing, might find himself waylaid on 

a dark street if his boots hap­
pened to be the right size. In one 
case, the First Florida Volunteers 
returned to camp one day and 
found almost their entire bivouac 
area picked clean. Their tents, 
along with the mess hall and 
blacksmith shop had simply dis­
appeared. Even the wooden side­
walks had vanished.

Events began to come to a 
head when the 69th New York In­
fantry let it be known that their 
band would be holding a concert 
to entertain the town’s citizens. On 
the day of the concert the band 
discovered their instruments had 
mysteriously vanished.

Across town, several miles 
away, the Buffalo soldiers were 
holding their own concert, with 
newly acquired instruments, 
much to the delight of Huntsville’s 
Black citizens.

According to a persistent leg­
end, many of the “extra” instru­
ments eventually ended up at 
A&M College which was trying to 
start its own band.

Tempers reached a fevered 
pitch while officers reluctantly 
tried to control the situation. 
Armed guards were placed 
around the camp to prevent the 
Buffalo soldiers from entering. 
The Tenth Cavalry, in turn, sta­
tioned their own guards around 
their camp site, refusing entry to 
any white soldiers searching for 
their belongings.

Many of the Buffalo soldiers
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had begun to openly taunt the 
other soldiers, some of whom had 
never been to Cuba, by calling 
them “paper soldiers.” They also 
flaunted their dislike for Teddy 
Roosevelt, whom they claimed 
was a fraud. For the white sol­
diers, who considered Roosevelt 
a hero, this was blasphemy.

The town was sitting on a pow­
der keg waiting to explode.

In Washington, D.C., Roosevelt 
was still lobbying for the Medal of 
Honor. His request had been 
turned down originally for “not 
meeting the proper criteria.” An­
gered by the rejection, he wrote 
the Secretary of War stating, “I am 
entitled to the Medal of Honor and 
I want it.” To bolster his claim he 
submitted letters from other offic­
ers who had been in Cuba at the 
time.

Sensing a political nightmare 
in refusing the medal to a popu­
lar hero, the Secretary of War cre­
ated a special board to deal with 
the matter. To determine the eligi­
bility for the Medal of Honor the 
board had to follow paragraph 
177 of the army regulations, which 
stated that “in order to receive the 
medal, service must have been 
performed in action ... to clearly 
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distinguish the man for gallantry 
... above his comrades.”

With so much confusion about 
the claims, it was decided to send 
a Board of officers to Huntsville 
to take written statements and 
investigate the allegations.

Accompanying the board was 
John J. Pershing, a 37 year old, 
red-headed Regular Army major. 
Pershing was not a popular officer. 
He was considered a strict disci­
plinarian and because of his long 
association with the Tenth Cav­
alry, was known as “Nigger Jack.” 
He had previously served with the 
unit in the Southwest and in Cuba 
where he had earned the reputa­
tion of a fearless leader. When the 
controversy about Roosevelt and 
the Medal of Honor erupted, 
Pershing was ordered to Hunts­
ville, partly to restore order to the 
Buffalo soldiers and partly to help 
in the investigation. Tremendous 
pressure was put on him to cor­
roborate Roosevelt’s story.

When Pershing arrived in 
Huntsville, he found a city on the 
brink of a catastrophe. Order in 
many regiments had completely 
broken down and many people 
feared racial violence would fol­
low. Most of the soldiers were 

waiting to be discharged and lit­
erally ignored military discipline.

The bright spot, however, was 
the regiment of Buffalo soldiers, 
most of whom were career sol­
diers. When their officers proved 
ineffectual, the units' First Ser­
geants had taken control and were 
continuing their military duties as 
usual.

Pershing immediately ordered 
that the Tenth Cavalry be moved 
from their location near Five 
Points to another site near present 
day University Drive. As soon as 
the new camp was settled, he be­
gan to order regular inspections, 
something that had not been done 
since they returned from Cuba. 
Anything not issued by the army 
was confiscated and disposed of. 
Any small infraction would find 
the culprits pulling extra guard 
duty. When the men needed sup­
plies and they were not forthcom­
ing, Pershing personally led his 
men on an expedition to the Quar­
termaster where they “liberated” 
what they needed.

The men knew Pershing was 
serious about discipline. Many of 
them remembered an incident 
several years earlier when 
Pershing had slapped a trooper off 
his horse for refusing to obey an 
order.

Although Pershing ruled with 
an iron fist, his soldiers seemed 
to thrive on the harsh discipline. 
Most of the men had served with 
Pershing for years and although 
they knew he was harsh and de­
manding, they also knew he was 
fair. His troopers often boasted 
that “Nigger Jack is tire meanest 
S.O.B. in the Army and he’s ours.”

Huntsville was not exactly in­
trigued by the officer who spent 
so much time with Black soldiers. 
He was shunned by many of his 
fellow officers as well as the town’s 
citizens. Although most people 
called him “Nigger Jack,” (behind 
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his back) the term evidently 
proved too harsh for the delicate 
sensibilities of Huntsville’s ladies 
who began referring to him as 
“Blackie” or “Blackjack.” Oddly, 
instead of being insulted, Pershing 
considered the name a point of 
pride and even introduced him­
self as Blackjack Pershing.

While Pershing was getting his 
troops moved and settled, the 
Military Board began meeting to 
investigate Roosevelt’s request for 
the Medal of Honor. First on the 
agenda were the letters from Gen­
erals Wood, Wheeler and Shafter 
who had all recommended him 
for the award. Although all the 
Generals spoke in glowing terms 
of Roosevelt’s bravery, a careful 
reading revealed that none of 
them had personal knowledge. 
They had all been miles away 
when the assault on San Juan Hill 
occurred.

Other statements provided on 
Roosevelt's behalf were of little 
help because they provided con­
flicting and vague accounts of his 
bravery.

1st Lt. Robert Howe of the 
Sixth Cavalry recalled that the 
“Colonel’s life was placed in ex­
tremejeopardy, owing to the con­
spicuous position he took in lead­
ing the line, and being the first to 
reach the crest of that hill.” Gen. 
Samuel S. Sumner, as though he 
felt an obligation to support 
Roosevelt’s Medal of Honor case, 
simply says that “Col. Roosevelt 
by his example and fearlessness 
inspired his men at both Kettle 
Hill and the ridge known as San 
Juan, he led his command in per­
son.”

Adding to the confusion, and 
quickly discovered, was the fact 
that the "Battle of San Juan Hill" 
had never occurred! The assault 
had actually taken place on Kettle 
Hill and when it was secured, an­
other advance was ordered 

against San Juan Hill, located sev­
eral hundred yards away. Despite 
the facts, Roosevelt continued to 
insist he had charged San Juan 
Hill and had been the first to 
reach the crest.

Pressure was building for 
Pershing to corroborate 
Roosevelt's story. This placed him 
in a moral dilemma. If he sup­
ported Roosevelt, and the Regu­
lar Army, he would be taking 
credit away from his Buffalo sol­
diers. On the other hand, if he 
supported his troops, his career 
in the military would be virtually 
ended. A Regular Army officer 
who sided with Black troops 
could never expect a promotion.

Of particular interest to the 
Military Board was deciding who 
actually arrived on the hill first. 
According to Roosevelt's account, 
he and his Rough Riders had 
charged well in advance of any 
other troops and had secured the 
area before anyone arrived. Capt. 
C. J. Stevens of the Ninth Cavalry 
stated that “Col. Roosevelt was 
among the very first to reach the 
crest of the hill.”

General Sumner, whose testi­
mony had great merit, provided 
no comments on whether 
Roosevelt was the first or among 
the first on the hill.

As the Military Board began to 
take dispositions, another story 
began to emerge. Numerous eye­
witnesses placed Private William 
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Bunn, of the Tenth Cavalry, as be­
ing first on the hill. When the at­
tack had began to falter, he had 
seized the regiment's flag, yelling 
"Rally 'round the flag," as he led 
the charge for the last few yards. 
Roosevelt and the Rough Riders 
were lagging far behind him.

Painful, and politically incor­
rect as it was, the Board began to 
get a clear picture of what had re­
ally happened. According to an 
overwhelming number of wit­
nesses, and depositions, the 
Rough Riders had began an as­
sault on Kettle Hill when they were 
pinned down by a withering fire. 
The Buffalo soldiers rushed to
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their aid, and in the heat of the 
moment continued on up the hill. 
Within minutes, after the Buffalo 
soldiers reached the crest, the hill 
was covered by soldiers from 
many different units, all claiming 
to have been the first.

When Roosevelt arrived at the 
scene he immediately ordered an­
other attack on the real San Juan 
Hill several hundred yards away. 
By the time the Rough Riders ar­
rived at that objective, most of the 
enemy soldiers had fled and the 
trenches were virtually deserted.

Much of the confusion about 
the whole episode can be traced 
back to William Randolph Hearst 
who was a personal friend of 
Roosevelt. Hearst owned the larg­
est chain of newspapers in the 
United States and he had seized 
on the Spanish American War to 
further his friend's political career.

When the discrepancy be­
tween Kettle Hill and San Juan 
Hill was pointed out to Hearst, he 
was reported to have replied, "It 
makes no difference, they will be­
lieve what I print."

Blackjack Pershing delayed as 
long as he could before writing his 
statement. He knew it would spell 
an end to his career and had al­
ready began exploring other op­
tions. An insurance company, 
owned by a group of Black busi­
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nessmen, had approached him 
about being their representative 
in Mississippi, Alabama and Geor­
gia.

Quite possibly, he was influ­
enced by his infatuation with a 
young 18 year old Huntsville lass. 
The lady, known to history only 
by the name of "Millie," evidently 
came from a well respected, and 
probably wealthy, local family. By 
the few accounts of her she was 
extremely vivacious and flirta­
tious.

When Pershing met her, al­
though twenty years her senior, he 
was immediately captivated. He 
had never been involved in a ro­
mance before and was probably 
extremely naive in thinking that a 
flirtatious smile was equivalent to 
a deeper meaning.

For Millie's part, there is no 
evidence that she shared 
Pershing's feelings. She, like many 
other young girls throughout the 
ages, probably simply enjoyed 
flaunting tradition. In her case, it 
meant being seen with Blackjack 
Pershing, the leader of Black 
troops. When she accompanied 
Pershing as he reviewed the 
troops, it created a minor scan­
dal among his fellow officers.

In the end, Millie's father put 
an end to dreams of a romance 
when he showed up at Pershing's
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boarding house and ordered the 
Major to stay away from his 
daughter.

Rejected in love, Pershing took 
the course of many other young 
men in the same situation. He de­
cided to stay in the military, re­
gardless of the future.

The final report of the Military 
Board served to put an end to 
Roosevelt's dreams of the Medal 
of Honor. Instead, the board rec­
ommended three members of the 
Buffalo soldiers for the medal.

Although the men were 
awarded the medals, the whole 
affair was quietly hushed up and 
the public never knew of the 
Board's decision.

Regardless of the Board's de­
cision, the Hearst newspaper 
chain continued to push Roosevelt 
as a national hero, eventually 
helping him to get elected as Presi­
dent. Even today, most people still 
believe the legend that he single­
handedly led the charge up San 
Juan Hill.

Blackjack Pershing remained 
on active duty. In 1903 he met 
Helen Warren, the daughter of a 
Senator from Wyoming. Despite a 
twenty year difference in age, he 
professed his love for her after 
knowing her for only a week. 
Shortly afterwards they were mar­
ried.

Although Roosevelt's bid for 
the Medal of Honor was blocked 
partly by Pershing, he never held 
it against him. In 1903 he raised 
Pershing to the rank of Brigadier 
General, promoting him over hun­
dreds of more senior officers. 
Critics later claimed the promo­
tion was a "payoff' for Pershing 
not going public during the Presi­
dential election.

The Buffalo soldiers marched 
proudly out of Huntsville in the 
early spring of 1899, knowing 
that their claims of heroism in 
Cuba had been vindicated. In 

1916 they once again served un­
der Pershing when they put down 
the border insurrection led by 
Pancho Villa. Two years later, 
when war was declared on Ger­
many, Pershing was selected to 
command the American Force in 
Europe. Once again, the Buffalo 
soldiers answered the call of their 
old commander and served with 
distinction throughout the war.

The horse cavalry soldiers 
were disbanded in 1944, and so 
ended the long and proud tradi­
tion of the Buffalo soldiers.

General Pershing became one 
of our country's greatest military 
leaders and was awarded the 
rank of General of the Army. For 
the rest of his life he would be 
known as Blackjack; a name 
given to him in derision, but a 
name he wore with pride.

Lawrens
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY
China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 

Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 

Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.

SPRY FUNERAL 
AND CREMATORY 

HOMES INC.
Family owned and operated

(256) 536-6654
We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery 
open with 100 acres reserved 

for future development.

(256) 534-8361



page 10

Gabby Street 
Returns to 
Huntsville

by Jim Sandoval

Flags flew and the band played 
as “Gabby” Street brought his 
National League champion St. 
Louis Cardinals into Huntsville 
for an exhibition game. On the 8" 
of April 1931, the Cardinal’s 
Southern Railways train pulled 
into Huntsville at 7:30 A.M. 
Among the crowd there to meet 
native Huntsvillian Street and his 
team were Gabby’s former team­
mates with the local Milligan Slug­
gers baseball team Dr. Robert 
Murphy and Carlock Rand. The 
Merrimack band, under the lead­
ership of John Hay, serenaded the 
visiting ballplayers.

Charles Evard “Gabby” Street 
was born in Huntsville on the 30th 
of September 1882. He began 
playing professional baseball in 
Tennessee and Kentucky in 1900. 
He played parts of 8 seasons as a 
catcher in the major leagues, in­
cluding his final game later in 
1931. Street served in World War
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I and afterwards was nicknamed 
in baseball “Old Sarge.” He man­
aged for many years in the minor 
leagues and returned to the ma­
jor leagues as a coach in 1929 
with the Cardinals. In 1930 he 
was signed as manager and led 
the Cardinals to the World Series 
where they were defeated by the 
Philadelphia Athletics.

The Cardinals were taken
from the Huntsville depot to the 
Russel Erskine Hotel. There they 
were quartered for the day and ate 
breakfast. Afterwards, some of 
the Cardinals played a round of 
golf at the Huntsville Golf and 
Country club while others went on 
sight seeing trips. Street visited 
with relatives and friends, includ­
ing his brother John Street and 
sister Mrs. Nona Hutchinson.

The ball game, which had 
been first arranged at the World 
Series of 1930, was scheduled to 
begin at 3:00 at Martin Park. 
Newspaper accounts of the game 
stated that over 2,000 fans poured 
into the ball park, attending the 
game from as far away as 
Gadsden and Tennessee. Before 
the game began Street was pre­
sented with a wristwatch and a 
basket of flowers by admiring 
fans.

The ball game was to feature 
a town team of local Huntsville 
ballplayers. They wore the uni­
forms of the Dallas Mill and ap­
peared to be a handpicked all-star 
team. To even out the odds the 
Cardinals “loaned” two players to 
Huntsville, catcher Mike Gonzales 
and Pitcher “Dizzy” Dean. Hunts­
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ville starters in the game were 
Fitch, Blount, Williams, Gentry, 
Adcock, “Fatty” Fisher, and 
Watson. The Cardinals countered 
with pitcher Jesse Haines, creat­
ing a match up of two future Hall 
of Fame pitchers! In the third in­
ning the Cardinals loaned more 
players to Huntsville, with locals 
Blount and Fisher continuing in 
the lineup the rest of the game. 
Cardinals Ernie Orsatti and Gus 
Mancuso homered to lead the 
major leaguers to a 144 victory.

The Cardinals left after the 
game for Memphis, there to play 
another exhibition game on their 
way back to St. Louis to begin the 
regular season. The 1931 season 
was an eventful one for the Car­
dinals. Winning 101 regular sea­
son games, the Cardinals went on 
to defeat the Philadelphia Athlet­
ics in a re-match of the previous 
year’s World Series to reign as 
World Champions. Street man­
aged the Cardinals until the 
middle of the 1933 season when 
he was fired by the ball club. He 
came back to manage the Ameri­
can League St. Louis Browns in 
1938. Later he served as a broad­
caster for the Cardinals for many 
years. In 1951, Street died in 
Joplin, Missouri, where he had 
lived for many years after man­

aging a minor league team there. 
He is still Huntsville’s only World 
Series champion manager.

A Faithful
Servant
from 1893 newspaper

The freaks of nature are rarely 
more painfully illustrated than in 
the situation of one of President 
Andrew Jackson's old and faith­
ful servants.

Bo Giles remembers Jackson 
as a good master. He was nine 
years of age when he accompa­
nied the president to Washington. 
During that time Giles was quar­
tered in the basement of the White 
House. Among his chores was that 
of building a fire every morning 
in the living quarters and caring 
for the chickens and sheep.

When Jackson died, Giles was 
sold to the Murphy family in 
Fayetteville who owned him until 
after the war, when he located to 
Madison County. He labored as a 
barber for years and is now des­
titute depending upon public char­
ity for his board and keep. He has 
two children but has not heard of 
them since the war.

Wanted
Do you know of any 

Old Huntsville stories that 
have never been written? 

Complete discretion assured. 
Stories must be 

accompanied by factual 
records or evidence.

MADE TO ORDER 
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Your Professional Construction 
Specialists

256-539-7704
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

MONDAY
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new North Parkway store 
(Hwy. 72 east & N. Pkwy.) 

852-9882

One child, 10 and under, eats 
free from our new kid's menu 
with each paid adult entree. 
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dins In or cany out 8 our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841 
Dina In or drive thro 8 out famous breakfast

g-c. — UL- — CLLg «

Every Monday night 
Kids Eat Free!

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS 8 HAMPTONS
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irst JDaptist 
fm Church

Sunday
9:00 Bible Study
10:30 Worship (Broadcast live 
on WHNT Channel 19) 
5:00 Discipleship Training 
6:30 Worship
Wednesday
5:00 Fellowship Supper
5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org

"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive 
just East of Mem. Pkwy

ERFUMERIES

VISA

"Old Tyme Friendly Service
717 Pratt Ave,, NE

Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded 
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center 
AT&T Phone Center

ii

The Only Discount Drug Store With Service"

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping 
(256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

Remembering 
Pearl Harbor

By Robert L. Sanders

In the summer of 1941 a 
public announcement was made 
that would forever change Hunts­
ville and Madison County, Ala­
bama. The U.S. Army had pur­
chased 40,000 acres of some of 
the best farmland in North Ala­
bama, located southwest of 
Huntsville. The Army began con­
struction of Redstone Arsenal in 
July 1941. In less than six 
months, the United States would 
be at war.

December 7, 1941 in Hunts­
ville, Alabama was a rather mild, 
balmy, overcast day for late fall. 
The Cavaliers, a sandlot-football 
team, was playing a team from 
the Dallas Mill Village in the 
school yard in back of East 
Clinton School. I don’t remem­
ber the score, but my team, the 
Cavaliers, won, and I made sev­
eral tackles playing end.

After the game, in the middle 
of the afternoon, members of the

Cavalier team walked the half 
block down Calhoun Street to the 
intersection of East Holmes Street 
to the Old Molly McGee home, 
which at that time served as the 
Rectory for Father Raffery, the 
Paster of St. Mary’s Church of the 
Visitation. Father Raffery came 
out onto the large circular porch 
of this old Victorian home and 
congratulated the team on its win. 
He said something terrible had 
happened. “The Japanese have 
attacked the U.S. Navy base at 
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.”

As I made the long two mile 
walk home, west on Holmes 
Street to the Old Times building, 
one block south to Clinton Street, 
then west past Dunnavant’s De­
partment store, the Twickenham 
and Russell Erskine Hotel I no­
ticed the streets of downtown 
Huntsville seemed almost de­
serted. When I arrived home, I 
found my grandfather listening to 
a crackling radio broadcast from 
Honolulu, and my mother sitting 
on the sofa crying.

None of us knew at that time 
that the son of one of our neigh­
bors, Luther Isom, had died 
aboard the USS Arizona which 
was at the bottom of Pearl Har­
bor. Four years later while sta­
tioned at Headquarters, Fleet Ma­
rine Force, Pearl Harbor, I would 
observe daily the buoy marking 
the spot off Ford Island where the 
USS Arizona lay.

In late 1945 there was still 
plenty of evidence at Pearl Harbor 
of the Japanese attack some four 
years earlier. The Marine bar­
racks, adjacent to the Headquar­
ters building, had holes in the 
sides from machine gun bullets 
during the attack. The Adminis­
trative Building and hangars at 
Hickam Field just south of Pearl 
Harbor were also all “shot up”. In 
the middle of Pearl Harbor is Ford 
Island where most of the ships 

http://www.fbchsv.org
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were located when the Japanese 
attacked, part of one of the 
sunken battleships was still vis­
ible at low tide. The location of 
the sunken USS Arzona, on which 
most of the casualties occurred 
and on which most of the bodies 
are still entombed, was marked 
by a buoy flying a small U.S. flag.

During the 1960’s a floating 
bridge was built across the spot 
where the USS Arizona lays 
which is now a big tourist attrac­
tion.

The body of Luther Isom, 
Huntsville’s first World War 11 
casualty was returned home, is 
November 1947 and buried in the 
military section of Maple Hill cem­
etery.

Accidental 
Death
from 1854 newspaper

Mr. Henry Gilder, an old 
gentleman some 66 or 67 years 
of age - well known in this and 
some adjoining counties as a 
school teacher - came to his 
death on Thursday, the 3rd, un­
der unfortunate circumstances.

He had gone to bed at the 
house of Col. T.R. Williams, near 
town, and before day, becoming 
alarmed in his sleep, jumped up 
in a state of mental confusion 
and ran out of his room, entered 
the portico which was on the 
second story of the house, and 
in his fright, sprang over the 
banistering, and fell to the 
ground with such force as to 
cause his death.

Lest other guests suffer the 
same fate, Mr. Williams has se­
curely fastened the door lead­
ing from his portico to the 
banistering and wishes to as­
sure his friends they can enjoy 
a restful repass at his home.

Huntsville
Female Academy
Now Accepting 
Students

from 1854 newspaper

The Huntsville Female Acad­
emy is now accepting students of 
good character. The scholastic 
year is divided into two sessions 
of live months each. During Christ­
mas holidays there will be a vaca­
tion of two weeks and the long va­
cation will be from the first week 
in July to the first month of Sep­
tember.

The following rates per ses­
sion of five months will apply.

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color

Primary Department $15
Junior Class $20
Piano Forte $25
Guitar $25
Senior Class $20
French $10
Latin $10
Ornamental branches $10
Organ $30
Vocal music $5
Use of piano for daily practice

can be assured for $5.
The Huntsville Female Acad­

emy, having been recently entirely 
reorganized, and a large new 
building erected in addition to the 
old one, has now ample room for 
the comfortable accommodations 
of more than two hundred pupils. 
The grounds are finely shaded 
and graded for the recreation of

Branson: Ozark Christmas
8 shows, 8 meals 
Andy, Shoji, Bobby Vinton 
November 4 - 8

830-2468 1-888-89-GLORY 

the students. We feel as if we pro­
vide an adequate preparation in 
all courses a young lady will be 
desirous of.

All parents may be assured 
that careful supervision is applied 
at all times.

Board can be procured in 
good facilities at $ 12 and $ 12.50.

A pol itician is a person 

who thinks twice before 

saying nothing.

Allied
Photocopy

1821 University Drive

539-2973

Day Trip to Chaffin’s Barn, 
Nashville: “A Country Christmas

Carol” Matinee
November 29

Spirit Coach
534-9544 1 877-248-4748
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The Fox 
Pumper

by Cathey Carney

You would never believe that 
a group of big, burly firemen 
would have a soft spot for an old 
fire truck, but that’s exactly the 
case at Station 1 at Big Spring 
Park near downtown Huntsville. 
The 1927 vintage Ahrens-Fox 
pumper has been lovingly re­
stored and maintained by fireman 
through the years, most recently 
by a fire fighter named Jay Gates.

The Fire truck came to Hunts-
ville in March of 1927, when the 
fire chief at the time, Chief Milan, 
ordered the truck from Cincin­
nati. When it arrived in June there 
was a short article in the local 
newspaper about the acquisition. 
The entire City Council, led by 
Frank Mastin, had approved the 
purchase. The other members 
were W. A. Stanley, R. A. Parson, 
C. O. Rolfe and S. L. Terry. Ap­
proval also had to come from the 
Fire Commission Board and 
those members unanimously ap­
proved, including the Chairman F 
H. Ford, and members H. C. 
Blake, W. H. Collier and J. Edgar 
Mitchell.

This truck was actually the 3rd 
motorized fire vehicle for the city, 
but before then fires were put out 
with horse-drawn pumps. When 

"Leasing and managing Huntsville's premier office buildings"

* Research Park Office Center
* University Square Business Center
* Technology Center
* 8215 Madison Boulevard

Telephone (256) 830-9160 Fax (256) 430-0881

Huntsville first made the decision 
to go motorized rather than con­
tinue with horsepower, the coun­
cil and Fire Commission board 
performed a cost study to see if 
any money could be saved by re­
placing the horses. As horses re­
quired daily care and feeding, and 
had to be replaced every 2 years, 
it was determined that the city 
could realize an annual savings of 
$300 by going with the trucks.

The cost of the Fox pumper 
was a staggering $12,500 but a 
comparable new truck today costs 
approximately $268,000. The 
Fox was able to pump 750 gallons 
a minute, and could send water 
over 5 stories. It weighed nearly 
13,000 pounds with a steel body, 
holds 30 gallons of gas, and 60 
gallons of water.

Many years ago the pumper’s 
power came into question, so the 
firemen set up a demonstration 

at the Terry Hutchens building - 
one of the largest buildings in town 
at the time. It not only pumped 
water up to the fifth story, it went 
beyond!

In 1973 some may remember 
a terrible flood in Huntsville, with 
many stores and buildings totally 
flooded. When the Huntsville Utili­
ties basement flooded, they called 
for the Fox pumper to help them 
out, and the strong pump was 
able to suck out all of the water, 
along with mud and rocks.

In the 1930’s the pumper was 
cared for by Chief Tolen, who con­
sidered it his truck. He cared for 
it and made sure it stayed in ex­
cellent running condition for 

Cloud Nine
AMTA Massages 

Your Home or Mine

Terese Stevens, L.M.T.
AL License #992

256.337.6989
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many, many years. Later it's care 
fell to Capt. Falkenberry, at Sta­
tion 7 in South Huntsville, where 
it saw much action during the 60’s 
til early 1990.

After that it’s use was limited, 
and remained basically unused 
until Jay Gates took an interest 
in it. Jay arrived at Station 1 as a 
young fire fighter in September of 
1995, and immediately noticed 
the old truck parked in the truck 
room downstairs. He asked 
around, and was told that the ra­
diator had a hole in it, battery was 
dead, no gas - it had basically 
been in one place for several 
years and had not been cranked 
at all. A couple of the tires were 
flat. On a hunch, Jay fixed the ra­
diator and put some water in it, 
added about 5 gallons of gas, 
charged up the battery, and held 
his breath as he attempted to start 
it. Unbelievably, it started right 
away.

Jay said that when it first 
started it wasn’t exactly a smooth, 
purring sound - he said it made 
so much racket with popping, 
snorting and backfires that a few 
firemen thought someone had got­
ten into the fire house with a shot­
gun. When it came time to test 
out the pumper, Capt. 
Falkenberry came back to the sta­
tion to show them how it worked. 
Jay says that these motors are 
well made and very forgiving and 
reliable, and everything that 
comes in contact with water is 
brass.

One of the items the pumper 
needed for the restoration was a 
magneto. This part was built by 
Bosch, a German company, and 
when the part couldn’t be found 
in the U.S., Capt. Falkenberry 
called Germany to try to locate 
one. When days had gone by with­
out the factory returning his call, 
Falkenberry called again, de­
manding to know when they were 

going to ship the part. A very an­
gry German answered the phone 
and cooly informed Captain 
Falkenberry that there were no 
parts left, since the U.S. had 
bombed the factory in 1945. A 
German NASA engineer was 
found who was able to rebuild the 
part in the early 80’s.

The truck still had it’s original 
ladders and hand tools, one of the 
lanterns, fire extinguishers, strain­
ers and original axes. The motor 
had to be hand-oiled because this 
pumper came into being before 
the days of the self-oilers. The 
motor oil can sits by the side of 
the motor and every 15 or 20 
minutes has to be oiled. The oil 
gauge has a float that indicates 
the oil level.

A well known person in Hunts­
ville paid for much of the restora­
tion. The person, who prefers to 
remain unnamed, remembers 
once years ago when he was a 
small child he was given a ride in 

LIONEL9 O
Chessie Diesel Freight Set
One of the most popular railroads becomes a train set, complete with a 
real operating searchlight car!
• Premium GP-38 diesel locomotive

- Two powerful motors
- Operating headlight
- Diesel horn

• Features operating searchlight car, lighted caboose and 2 freight cars
• Oval of track and powerful transformer

it. He never forgot it, so when news 
came to him that the truck was 
running again, he offered to re­
place the worn running boards, all 
the wood, upholstered seat and 
tail board.

Nowadays the Fox Pumper is 
cared for like a fine old antique. 
It is driven about once a week, and 
gets lots of attention as it is driven 
with the hood open, and the in­
ner working of the motor can be 
easily seen. It is featured in sev­
eral parades a year - including this 
year’s upcoming Veteran’s Day 
parade on November 11.

Some day when you are driv­
ing by Fire Station 1 and see the 
old Fox pumper sitting out in front 
, stop and take a look. It's a part 
of our history.

e mij own
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Huntsville

by Aunt Eunice
With pearls of wisdom 
contributed by the Liar's Table

Hello! Again where has this 
year gone? Can you believe that 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are 
just around the corner?

I’m sure that all of us have 
been shocked and grieved over 
the recent events of our nation. 
The loss, vulnerability and uncer­
tainty are difficult for all of us to 
comprehend. My prayer is for all 
who have been affected by this 
tragedy. Let’s all keep praying for 
our nation, our leaders, and let’s 
don’t forget the little children.

Tommy Ragland guessed the 
Picture of the Month. It was our 
dear friend Louie Tippett. 
Tommy and his beautiful wife, 
Clarise, visit with me regularly 
and really enjoy the ham break­
fast.

Since last writing I’ve been 
down to Orlando, Florida. My 
grandson Stan and Jo Anna were 
married September 29th. It was a 
beautiful wedding and everyone 
was so happy. We had a great time 
and I love you kids!

We’ve had several deaths this

ENFINGER 
DEVELOPMENT
I MCQRFQRATF Q Clift’s Cove 

Heritage Plantation 
Heritage Station 

King’s Ridge 
Walker’s Hill 

wwm.enfingerdevehpment. com

2S6.S30.00S3

month. My dear friend Bob 
Gareri’s (our fire chief) dad died. 
Our sympathy goes to Bob and 
family. Also, to Mr. Gene Quigby 
and children on the death of Mrs. 
Lois.

Congratulations to Michelle 
McMullen who plans to run for 
City Council district 4. Great lady.

October 11th was a fun day for 
Greg Hall and family. They cel­
ebrated Griffin’s birthday here 
with all the family, Grandma, 
cakes and balloons.

Our mayor, Loretta Spencer, 
has to be the busiest person I have 
ever known. Every time I see her 
she is either coming or going to 
some event but she always has 
time for her friends. Her smile is 
worth a million dollars!

Kathy Isabell brought her 
dear friend Jo Anne Schmidei 
to breakfast to celebrate her birth­
day. They had a great time. I love 
having these first timers eat with 
me. Kathy brought Regina Case 
from Birmingham to breakfast, 
her first visit here.

Creating Distinctive 
Communities voith Lifestyle 
in Huntsville, Madison and Meridianville.

www.cliftscove.net 
www.heritageplantation.net 
www.heritagestation.net 
www.kingsridge.net 
www.walkershill.net

Sandra Stale, President

My friends Mr. and Mrs. 
James F. Dark celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. Con­
gratulations and love you. Also, 
Doyle and Ruby Hyatt celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. 
They are a lovely couple that have 
been here in Huntsville in busi­
ness as long as I have, I guess.

Several have asked me about 
Christy Rhoades. She is living in 
Nashville and is doing well. She’s 
a fund-raiser for the Governor. 
You know she wants to get away 
from politics. Love you Christy.

Glen Watson is doing a great 
job as city council president. Keep 
it up!

Margaret Tucker and her 
daughter, Sandy, came and had 
breakfast with me recently. It was 
so good to see them. I told her to 
let J.B., her husband, know that 
I thought he was doing an excel­
lent job as mayor of Hurricane 
Creek!

My friend Joe Akin brings his

Photo of The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the picture of this young 
girl, shown below, wins a free 
breakfast at Eunice's Country 
Kitchen.

Hint: Worked for C.P.A.s, 
Alabama Representative and 
Senator, Insurance sales and 
now runs business with her hus­
band.

http://www.cliftscove.net
http://www.heritageplantation.net
http://www.heritagestation.net
http://www.kingsridge.net
http://www.walkershill.net
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pretty daughters to breakfast al- 
m o st every Sunday. Shelby and 
Anna Akin are also so smart.

Have you taken time to stop, 
look and see how lovely our Ten­
nessee Valley is? One of the most 
beautiful roads in Huntsville is the 
Cecil Ashburn Drive (formerly 
Four Mile Post Extension.) The 
view of our valley is unbelievable.

Where's Jackie Reed been 
lately? When she's been quite for 
this long I start to worry.

Well, they’re getting out early, 
wanting to get elected next year. 
Mr. Charles Bishop and his crew 
were here along with several oth­
ers already.

I'm so glad that Bud Cramer, 
our congressman, is safe. He was 
one of the first I thought of when I 
saw all the horrible things hap­
pening in D.C.

So good to see Lyn and Andy 
Lowery this month. Love you.

Charlotte and Mike Winsett 
and Pat Davis from Hazel Green 
were here this week and enjoyed 
their breakfast.

Isn't it great to see all the flags 
and the patriotic feelings? It 
makes us all proud to be Ameri­
cans.

I heard that Ron and Barb 
Eyestone were singing Karaoki. 
Is it to early for them to start think­
ing of a tour bus?

Dr. Charles (Chuck) Newton 
and his lovely wife Ann recently 
moved to Huntsville and came to 
visit us. Ann’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray and Lucy Trifilo from 
Massachusetts stopped by with 
them and we enjoyed their com­
pany. Dr. Newton’s neighbors, Dr. 
and Mrs. Donald Jones are the 
ones that introduced us all and 
I’m so happy to have some new 
ham eaters. They’re great people. 
Welcome to Huntsville.

Thanks to Southern Living 
Magazine and Annette Thomp­
son for the beautiful story they did 

about me in the November issue. 
Annette, you did a great job.

It was so good to see my very 
dear friend, Mr. Cecil Ashburn. 
Cecil had a little surgery and he 
looks good.

My sympathy to Mrs. Dot 
Ramsey on the death of her 
brother. Love you Dot.

So good to see my pal Floyd 
Hardin looking better and he’s 
excited about the Five Points 
project that’s making us look bet­
ter.

We had the day care children 
(4 years old) for Halloween treats. 
They came from Hazel Green 
Methodist Church day care. They 
were accompanied by teachers 
Miss Linda and Cheryl. I had two 
very special children in the group, 
Wade Rogers and J. C. Askin. 
The teachers are doing a great job 
and the children were so well be­
haved. We really enjoyed them. 

Let’s continue to pray for our 
nation and our leaders.

That's all for now. Have a great 
month. Come to see me, and re­
member that I love all of you. ■

- 4

Reid Hardware
Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons &c Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all 
your Hardware & Plumbing needs

Serving Huntsville Since 1 962 
536-2616

2402 Mem. Pkwy. MW, Huntsville, Ala.

One Meal, 
One Customer 

at a time.

A Franchisee

JO

4777 Whitesburg Drive 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
Phone: 205-882-6283

WANTED
used newspaper 
vending racks

Call 534-0502
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Owens
1 13-lb. Turkey 
1/4 c. olive oil
Garlic powder
1 c. margarine, melted
1 ¥2 c. each chopped onion 

and celery
2 T. poultry seasoning
15 slices of bread, day old
Chicken broth
Thaw and thoroughly wash 

your turkey inside and out. Pat 
dry, rub with oil. The night be­
fore, cook the liver, heart, etc. of 
the turkey in boiling water for 2 
hours. (You’ll find it inside the tur­
key in a paper package). Keep 
adding water to the pot. Day of 
event, preheat your oven to 325 
degrees. Sprinkle your turkey 
with garlic powder. Lay 4 slices 
of raw bacon over the bird. Pre­
pare your stuffing as follows:

Saute the onion and celery 
in the butter for about 8 minutes. 
Add the poultry seasoning and 

Book Legger "The Reader's Bookstore"

Good selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used & 
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half price.

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm Sun. 1pm-5pm

4001 - C Holmes Av. - Huntsville, Ala. Phone 895-0082

8 medium onions
3 T. butter
2 T. flour
1 c. milk
¥21. nutmeg

mix well. Put bread pieces in a 
large bowl, pom the butter/onion/ 
celery mixture over the bread and 
mix well. Use left-over broth from 
the night before to moisten if nec­
essary.

Stuff the inside of the bird 
with the stuffing, or if you prefer, 
put the stuffing in an oven-proof 
casserole and cover with foil. 
Cook your turkey in a covered 
roasting pan following directions 
on the turkey. Remove cover last 
hour of cooking. By now every­
one is starving and your home 
smells great!

We cook for about 4 hours 
usually, for a 13 pound turkey. 
Remove from oven, let sit for 10 
minutes or so, slice and enjoy!

Rosemarg Potatoes
4 lbs. Small new potatoes, 

sliced
1/4 c. fresh rosemary, chopped
31. minced garlic
1/4 c. olive oil
2 T. lemon juice

Salt to taste
¥21 freshly ground black pep­

per
Heat oil in your skillet and 

saute the garlic, rosemary and 
lemon juice for 3 minutes. Re­
move from heat and put your po­
tatoes in a greased baking dish. 
Pour the oil mixture over the po­
tatoes, sprinkle with salt and pep­
per. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 
minutes and the potatoes are ten­
der.

Corn Meal Sluffing
3 c. chicken broth 
2/3 c. corn meal 
2 ¥2 c. bread crumbs
1 egg, beaten
2/3 c. chopped celery
2 small onions, chopped 
21. sage
salt and pepper
11. garlic powder
Heat the broth til boiling. Add 

the com meal while stirring. Cook 
for 10 minutes, then add the 
bread crumbs, egg, celery and
onions. Add the seasonings and 
let sit for about 5 minutes.
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¥21. black pepper
Salt to taste
Place onions in a saucepan, 

cover with water and heat to boil­
ing. Reduce heat and simmer for 
about 40 minutes, pour off water 
and set it aside. In another sauce­
pan melt the butter, add flour and 
mix well. Add the milk and spices. 
Pour over the onions and mix well. 
If you need additional liquid, use 
the leftover onion juice. (The juice 
is great in the turkey gravy, as 
well.)

Barb s Famous Spicq 

Green Bean C asserole
2 cans green beans, drained
1 can water chestnuts, sliced 

and drained
1 can sliced mushrooms, 

drained
1 can cream of mushroom 

soup
11. garlic powder
1 medium onion, chopped 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1/81. cayenne pepper 
Velveeta Cheese slices 
Durkee fried onions, small can 
Mix all ingredients and pour 

into casserole. Put sliced cheese 
on top and toss into oven at 350 
degrees to bake for 25 minutes. 
Remove, top with Durkee fried on­
ions, back in oven for 5 minutes 
to toast. You cannot stop eating 
this.

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-4452
fax: 256-534-4456 

email: linprint@mindspring.com 
web: www. 1 inprint.cceasy.com 

visa mastercard American Express

Peanut Butler Bites
2 c. brown sugar
¥2 c. milk
3 T. chunky peanut butter
1 egg white
Boil the sugar with the milk 

til it spins a thread (when you 
drop a bit into cold water). Stir 
constantly. Add the peanut but­
ter and beat the egg white to a stiff 
froth, then add it to the boiling 
mixture. Make sure you stir the 
whole time. Continue to beat til 
thick and stiff. Drop by teaspoon­
fuls onto waxed paper.

ranola
1 can apple pie filling
1 c. Branola with raisins
1 c. brown sugar
11. cinnamon
1 c. chopped pecans 
¥2 stick butter, melted
1 pie crust shell, thawed
In a large bowl, mix the first 

6 ingredients. Pour into your 
thawed pie crust, cover with foil 
and bake at 325 degrees for 45 
minutes. Uncover and bake for 
an additional 15 minutes.

Grandma s Lace Cookies
2 sticks butter, softened (not 

margarine)
3 c. brown sugar, packed
1 egg
1/41. salt
11. almond extract (or vanilla 
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if you prefer)
4 c. quick rolled oats (regular 

oats work OK)
¥2 c. toasted pecans, chopped 

fine
Use your mixer to blend the 

butter and sugar. Add the egg, 
extract, and salt and blend in the 
oats. Put a light coating of oil on 
a cookie sheet. Make small balls 
on the sheet (I like to use a melon 
bailer), two inches apart, and bake 
at 325 degrees for 8 minutes. 
These cookies will spread, hence 
the name. Don’t overcook. Let 
cool completely on cookie sheet (I 
use aluminum foil to cover the 
sheet, then just remove the foil 
with cookies to let cool, reuse the 
cookie sheet and re-foil). These 
can be stored a long time in an 
airtight container or Ziploc bags, 
but don’t expect them to last a 
longtime.

The Trains!

883-7656
Country Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mott. - FrL 6:30 am - 9:00pm 

Closed Sundays

mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
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The Huntsville 
Waterworks

In 1823, the first waterworks 
system was built, using pipe 
formed by hollowing out cedar 
logs, shaping a point on one end 
and driving the point into the 
opening of the next log. Water was 
pumped from the headwaters of 
the Big Spring to a reservoir of 
plank, which had a capacity of 
1,000 cubic feet, and was at­
tached to the end of the Court­
house.

Hunter Peel was given a con­
tract by the city commissioners to 
erect a hydraulic wheel that would 
carry the water to a reservoir of 
sufficient elevation to support the 
city, Pipes were required to be 
buried deeply enough to prevent 
freezing and not interfere with 
opening of streets,

Under the terms of the fran­
chise granted April 14, 1823, by 
LeRoy Pope, water was to be con­
veyed in strong hydrants, iron 
.bound at their junction, into a 
waterproof reservoir built of “good 
thick plank” on the Square. The 
franchise could be cancelled if the 
reservoir, for a period of three 
months, was not kept full of wa­
ter. It also gave Peel the right to 
build a dam, and erect a house 
for machinery. The contract could 
also be voided if water failed to 
reach the Pope home on the hill 

S. Mitchell Howie
Attorney and Counselor at Law

107 North Side Square, Huntsville, Al. 35801 
(256)533-9696 - Fax (256)533-3488

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

for any period of one year in suf­
ficient amount to supply the 
household and stables. There 
were frequent complaints about 
the scarcity of water provided by 
this system with the small reser­
voir. Neighbors’ use of yard hy­
drants belonging to those supplied 
by the water system seems to have 
brought greater demand on the 
system than had been anticipated.

Peel’s franchise was received 
in April, 1823, and in July he en­
tered into a 10 year contract with 
James Barclay, a machinist to 
build and operate the water­
works. But dissatisfaction with 
Peel’s operations soon cost him 
the franchise which fell into the 
hands of J. Cox. He completed the 
system, then later sold the fran­
chise to Thomas A. Ronalds, a 
New York man, for $2,700., with 
the transaction also including a 
brick residence in the city.

Ronalds was authorized, on 
Dec. 4, 1825, "to erect a reservoir 
on the Public Square in Huntsville, 
in such Situation as not to inter­
fere with the ground about to be 
enclosed for the courthouse - 
upon the express condition that 
the present reservoir be immedi­
ately removed.”

The new reservoir was a two 
story building (brick), with the 
reservoir occupying the first floor 
and the meeting chamber for the 
city commissioners filling the sec­
ond. The new system also used 
wooden pipes, fashioned from
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cedar logs about eight feet long, 
These pipes were bored out 
through the center, One end was 
tapered and the other end was 
hollowed out in a fashion so that 
the pipes could be driven into one 
another, Unlike the earlier system, 
iron bands were used to hold the 
pipes together at the Joints.

These pipes are supposed to 
have been made at a shop oper­
ated by a Mr. Neely on Greene 
Street. The logs were held in 
place by clamps and a larger au­
ger was used to hollow them 
through the center. Power for the 
auger was supplied by a horse, 
hitched to a long pole, the horse 
at the end of the pole moving in a 
circle.

This shop also made cedar 
pumps used by families who had 
wells instead of hydrants. The 
new system included a water tur­
bine and a nine inch pump to 
force the water up to the new res­
ervoir on the Square,

The old cedar pipes of these 
early systems are still frequently 
found in local excavation work. 
They have been found when base­
ments of homes were dug and 
occasionally in the streets, where 
they are usually below the level 
of the present pipe system.

A few years ago on Franklin 
Street, near the Square, a ceder 
pipe was found connected to a 
portion of the old system and 
holding water under pressure. 
The old pipes are usually found 
in a state of good preservation. 
Some are on display at the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washing­
ton, D. C.

Giving up smoking is like 

visiting a Nudist Camp - 

you don't know what to 

do with your hands.

A Disgraceful
Item
from 1856 newspaper

We hear from the papers in 
New York a disgraceful item about 
our military.

According to Congressman 
Smothers, who is intimately fa­
miliar with the situation, nor one 
fourth of the present rank and file 
of the United States Army are 
Americans, while about three 
fourths are German and Irish with 
many unable to speak the Queen's 
English. Among the recent enlist­
ments in that city are two soldiers 
who served seven years in the 
French Army at Rome, and an­
other two years in the Russian 
Army. The American service is 
generally preferred to any other 
by those who have carried the 
muskets in Europe and here. It is 
with great irony that we depend 
on soldiers bom and bred abroad 
to do the fighting for the United 
States.

Should we ever have a war to 
wage we will be at great loss to 
determine the loyalty of those 
bearing the arms.

Weight Loss with 
Increased Energy
We now have the Medidonics
Weight Loss Program which...
• Minimizes Appetite
• Decreases Sugar Cravings
• Increases Metabolism
• Gives a Sense of Well Being 
Changing Lives One Body at a Time!

Tired / Fatigued/Hurting / Aching All Over?
We now offer a Fibromyalgia Recovery Program.

: George Gray M.D. 
885-4495

"C" Shell
Auto Repair & Detailing

I

Complete Wash For Cars, 
Trucks and SUV's

* Full Service Gasoline
* Mechanic On Duty
* Wash and Wax
* Auto Detailing ■■ •-
* Engine Steam Clean

Huntsville's Only 
Downtown Sevice Station

301 Holmes Avenue 
532-1998

BOOK PUBLISHING
1-256-534-0502

Advertise in 
Old Huntsville 

534-0502 



page 22 hohhmhb^m^ 

A History Of 
The Plummer 
House

by Gary M. Griner
On June 25, 1900, a New En­

gland carpenter named George A. 
Plummer purchased for $500 the 
first three lots on the northeast 
corner of Clinton Avenue and 
(then) Second Avenue from the 
Northwest Land Association. He 
began to construct a two-story 
house for his family. At the time 
the street address was 803 
Clinton Avenue. Three years ear­
lier there had been railroad tracks 
running down the center of 
Clinton connecting the Monte 
Sano Hotel with the Southern 
Depot, but the hotel had faded 
and the tracks pulled up and sold 
in 1897. Now this was quiet cor­
ner outside the Huntsville city lim­
its.

Plummer and his wife, Helen, 
had arrived in Madison County 
sometime between 1892 and 
1897 by way of St. Paul, Minne­
sota, where they were married in 
1889. By the time they moved into 
their newly completed Clinton Av­
enue home the family included a 
daughter, three sons, and Helen’s 
mother, Eva Adams. Sadly, an in­
fant son, Richard, died within 
weeks, as had an infant daughter 
the previous year. Infant mortal­
ity in the “good old days” is a fact 
we now overlook. Three more 
sons were later born to the 
Plummers so that, in all six chil­
dren were raised in the eight room 
house between 1900 and 1915.

Although he listed his occupa­
tion in the 1900 census as “house 
carpenter”, Plummer was more 
than that. In 1902 he purchased 
the former H&L Planing Mill on 
Church Street and in 1905 
opened a new lumber yard across 
the street from the mill (about 
where the Depot Museum is lo­

cated today). The planing mill fur­
nished doors, windows and cus­
tom trim to many homes built in 
that era. At the same time, 
Plummer’s crews were construct­
ing homes and other buildings. It 
is known that Plummer built a 
“Natatorium” at Big Spring Park, 
a “meeting house” for the West 
Huntsville Church of Christ and, 
in the five-points area, a house 
which still exists on the northwest 
comer of Clinton Avenue and En­
gland Street.

In 1915 Plummer sold his 
Clinton Avenue home for $2000 
and bought a 171 - acre farm on 
Dug Hill Road (near today’s 
Choval subdivisions). The family 
lived there only three years before 
leaving the Huntsville area.

The Plummers were gone, but 
their Clinton Avenue house re­
mained. In the next 85 years the 
house had nine different owners 
and four address changes. The 
neighborhood also changed con­
siderably as automobiles re­
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placed horse-drawn carriages. 
Sometime after 1927, the north­
ern terminus of California Street 
was changed to connect with An­
drew Jackson Way. This route 
past the Plummer house became 
the major traffic corridor it still is 
today.

Plummer sold his house to 
Edward B. and Eva Mooring, pro­
prietors of the Mooring & Glover 
Grocery on Meridian Street. Af­
ter Just a year and a half they sold 
the house for $3000 to William R 
Hampton and his wife, Montie. 
Hampton was a U.S. Deputy Mar­
shal at the time. In 1920, the 
house was sold again, now for 
$5500. The new owners were 
Samuel 0. and Mary Holmes. S.0. 
Holmes was the president of the 
Holmes Furniture and Vehicle Co. 
which operated for many years on 
Jefferson Street. In 1922 the 
Holmes moved to McClung where 
they resided more than twenty 
years. The McClung house now 
displays a “Weakley-Holmes 
(1904)” historical marker.

In 1922 the Plummer house 
was purchased by Charles F. 
Striplin. Striplin, and later his 
widow, Icie, would live there until 
1949, the longest stay by any of 
the ten owners of the house. 
There were three girls and two 
boys in the family. Charles 
Striplin was a Madison County 
Demonstration Agent and later 
managed the County Farm Bu­
reau.

Sometime after 1921, but 
prior to 1928, the houses were 

renumbered and the original 803 
Clinton Avenue became 724. Also 
during this period, a fourth frame 
house was built in this block of 
Clinton Avenue for Maurice and 
Nell Chambers. Nell, would ulti­
mately be the last remaining resi­
dent of this block.

The next owners of the 
Plummer house also stayed a long 
time. Emmett H. Rogers, his wife 
Virginia, and four children lived 
there twenty-five years, from 
1949 to 1974. The Rogers owned 
the Maple Ridge Hatchery in New 
Market. Subsequent to Emmett’s 
death in a 1962 auto accident, Vir­
ginia married Roy E. Hallenbeck. 
With the joining of the two fami­
lies seven children lived in the old 
house. (An interesting note to his­
tory is that the Roger’s daughter, 
Christine Ann, married John 
Horton, grandson of Alabama 
State Judge James E. Horton, 
who presided at the second trial 
of the world famous Scottsboro 
Boys case.

The Rogers/Hallenbeck fami­
lies were the first owners to make 
significant structural changes to 
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the house. First, they had the 
front porch enclosed to make an­
other room. Likewise, in 1953, the 
side porch, which had always 
provided the second entry to the 
house, was enclosed to make the 
kitchen larger. A kitchen window 
was converted to a rear door. 
When the combined families ex­
panded to seven children in 1964, 
a fifth bedroom was added by at­
taching a simple 10 by 18-foot 
shed-roofed addition to the rear 
east side of the house. All of these 
changes were made with little con­
sideration to the Victorian archi­
tecture of the original structure.

Again in 1959 the city 
changed the street addresses on 
Clinton Avenue. Going east from 
Andrew Jackson, there now was 
Rogers at 801, Buxton and Ona 
Plumadore at 803, Nell Chambers 
at 805, and finally Hoyt and Ann 
Harris at 807. But it was the new 
neighbor across the street from 
these four homes that turned out 
to be far more significant. In 1958 
the empty triangular-shaped 
property bounded by Clinton, An­
drew Jackson, and Wells had 

W ^unt?ville
Postcards - Now Available at
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been purchased by Huntsville 
First Church of the Nazarene, un­
der the leadership of Rev. M. H. 
Stocks. The church had been dis­
placed from 505 Clinton (across 
from the Coca Cola plant) by the 
building of the Von Braun Civic 
Center. By 1959 a new church 
building was in place with the ad­
dress of 800 Clinton.

In the mid- 1970s, the 800 
block of Clinton Avenue was deep 
into it’s mid-life crisis. For twenty 
years 807 had been rental prop­
erty. Widow Chambers still lived 
at 805 but the house at 803 had 
been vacant since the death of 
Ona Plumadore in 1966. She left 
her property to G.H. Wallace, “a 

Atout.conr
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musical friend of several year’s 
standing”, but the house was 
never again occupied. In 1974, 
after being condemned, it was 
tom down. To the north, the com­
mercial district of Five Points was 
coming ever closer, house-by­
house. If the neighborhood was 
to survive it needed to be saved 
by someone with resources and 
vision. The Church of the 
Nazarene had resources, but it’s 
vision was to save souls, not 
houses. In the next twenty years 
it acquired all four properties. 
Fortunately, the houses were sold 
and moved to other locations.

In 1974 the Plummer house 
was purchased by Hanson 
Howard who lived there with his 
wife, Nellie, and four children un­
til October 1981, when the prop­
erty was purchased by the 
church. For two years the house 
was used primarily for class room 
and youth activities. Late in 1983, 
the decision was made to start 
construction on a new “Family
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Life Center” on the site. Just 
weeks before it would have been 
demolished, the Plummer house 
was spotted by a British family 
who appreciated its Victorian ar­
chitecture. In December 1983, 
Anthony and Jennifer Orton 
bought the house and arranged to 
move it to a 32-acre site they 
owned on Dug Hill Road. Oddly, 
this was only about four miles 
north of George Plummer’s 1915 
farm also on Dug Hill Road.

Don Kennedy Movers began 
preparing the house for it’s trip. 
The enclosed front porch was dis- 
mantied but the porch roof kept 
attached to the house. The bed­
room, added in the 60’s, was also 
taken off but the enclosed side 
porch was not disturbed. The 
house was too tall so the entire 
second story was removed by sim­
ply sawing it off at the second 
floor. The original roof was dis­
mantled while salvaging the lum­
ber for later reassembly. Also 
saved were mantles, windows, 
doors, stairs, floors and interior 
trim.

The city required that the 
house be moved without disturb­
ing large trees beside the house. 
This was accomplished at great 
difficulty and added cost. How­
ever, a few weeks later when con­
struction of the Family Life Cen­
ter began, the trees were cut down.

At it’s Dug Hill Road site, the 
Plummer house was reassembled 
on a new foundation. During the 
move, all of the second story plas­
ter was lost and much of the first 
floor plaster badly cracked. Sur­
prisingly, it was discovered that 
the random-width poplar sheath­
ing boards had been originally in­
stalled horizontally, rather than in 
the stronger diagonal direction. 
As a result the walls had little 
strength and the move resulted in 
a house so crooked that the front 
door would not close.
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As fate would have it the 

Orton’s were unable to follow 
through with their plans to reno­
vate the house, and in 1991, my 
wife and I became the tenth own­
ers of the Plummer house. At first 
we had no intentions of saving the 
house which was totally unlivable. 
But our attitude slowly changed 
as we began to clean up the old 
building and to learn of it’s rich 
history. Now, ten years have 
passed and we are living in the 
house, still a work in progress. We 
have added a three story wing at 
the same spot that once was the 
shed-roof bedroom. Otherwise, 
we have taken pains to restore the 
original house to its 1900 look.

In the process of restoring this 
house we have come to appreci­
ate the significance of people like 
George Plummer to the building 
of Huntsville. We have requested 
permission to install one of the 
newly designed Five Points His­
toric District signs at our restored 
home. We think the previous nine 
owners would approve.
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Military News 
From 
Huntsville

from 1898 newspapers

Pvt. Henry Hale is in the City 
jail after being involved in an al­
tercation with two men of this city. 
He was shot three times.

The contract for transporta­
tion home for the Sixty-Ninth New 
York has been awarded and the 
equipment will be ready next Sat­
urday. Col. Duffy expects the regi­
ment to leave the Huntsville de­
pot at 10 o'clock that morning. The 
public is encouraged to be on 
hand to wish them a hearty fare­
well.

The office of the Chief Com­
missary of the old 4th Army Corps 
has been removed from the head­
quarters building to the Berstein 
block on Clinton and Gallatin 
streets.

Three soldiers of the First 
Florida Volunteers are presently 
confined to quarters after being 
charged by George Rodgers of 
stealing a sizable number of chick­
ens under the cover of darkness. 
They are expected to be tried soon 
and hopefully it will serve as a 
warning to other soldiers who con­
tinue to pillage the neighborhood.

Orders have been issued for­
bidding the colored soldiers from 
entering the town limits between 
the hours of dusk and dawn.

A Snake 
Catching Dog 

from 1819 newspaper

The Harris family near New 
Market has a most unusual 
dog. While still a young pup it 
displayed extraordinary tal­
ents at catching snakes. The 
family rewarded this success 
by feeding it dainty morsels 
from the dinner table. This 
spurred the dog to even greater 
efforts. Now the Harris's home 
is overrun with rattlesnakes, 
moccasins, black snakes and 
garden snakes. The family has 
moved out temporarily.

A ray of good cheer can be 
found in that there are no other 
snakes in the neighborhood.

| R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. |
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The Man Who 
Was Too Brave 
To Die

When the fog lifted, the Union 
soldiers made their attack. It was 
December, 1861 and General 
Ambrose E. Burnside's men were 
ready to storm Fredericksburg - 
but the Confederate troops had 
other plans in mind.

In a surprise attack, the 
Rebels rained down gunfire until 
nearly 6,300 Union soldiers lay 
dead or wounded. As the echoes 
of musket fire faded the moaning 
of dying men filled the cold De­
cember night.

When dawn broke, the cries of 
agony were too much for 19 year 

old Confederate Sergeant Richard 
R. Kirkland. He went to his com­
mander and said, "Sir, I would like 
to take those boys water."

His commander replied, "Son, 
you're a dang fool!"

Kirkland jumped over the 
wall, where he was instantly 
greeted by a hail of gunfire. As he 
leaned over a wounded Union sol­
dier and raised the canteen to his 
lips, the Union commander 
looked on at the mission of mercy.

In awe, he raised his hand and 
shouted down the line, "Don't 
shoot that man! He's too brave to 
die."
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The Perils of 
a Pretty Wife

From 1891 Ladies Home Journal

I never see a petted, pam­
pered girl, who is yielded to in ev­
ery whim by servants and par­
ents, that I do not sigh with pity 
for the man who will some day be 
her husband. It is the worshiped 
daughter, who has been taught 
that her whims and wishes are 
supreme in a household, who 
makes marriage a failure all her 
life. She has had her way in things 
great and small; and when she 
desired dresses, pleasures or 
journeys she carried the day with 
tears or sulks, or posing as a mar­
tyr.

The parents sacrificed and 
suffered for her sake, hoping fi­
nally to see her well married. 
They carefully hide her faults and 
petulance from her suitors who

gain.
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seek her hand, and she is ever 
ready with smiles and allure­
ments to win the hearts of men, 
and the average man is as blind 
to the faults of a pretty girl as a 
newly hatched bird is blind to the 
worms upon the trees about him.

What I like item my Montauk Financial Group broker is that he is a 
profess teal,, an. ^dependent. He doesn't have Investmaits he las to 
push, or a quota he's pt to mate at my expease. He terns my Situa­

tion, my fedings about risk, my guaLs.

I get really profesMimal udormatkm and research. sol led camfcriable 
about making decisions. No pressure. No hypo, And my iraMhly 

statements are Mettas easy io read, easy to understand.

Call your Montauk FinarKial Group broker, aprafeMtmal w to can 
reatty helm, Find out whM it's lite to have your business. appreciated.

He thinks her little pettish 
ways are mere girlish moods; but 
when she becomes his wife and 
reveals her selfish and cruel na­
ture, he is grieved and hurt to 
think fate has been so unkind to 
him.
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Old Fashioned Kitchen 
and Home Hints
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- Don’t throw out all those 

wood ashes from your fireplace. 
Save a few in a small can to 
dampen and use to clean your 
steel knives.

- To iron ribbons without 
burning them, heat a spoon and 
use it to press the ribbon.

- To keep your fireplace chim­
ney clear, once a week burn a mix­
ture of potato peelings and salt in 
your fireplace. This puts a glaze 
on the inside surface of your 
chimney and prevents a buildup 
of soot.

- To wash black lace, add a 
tablespoon of ammonia to a left­
over cup of strong coffee.

- Fresh cranberries can only 
be found at this time of year - they 
can be frozen and you can’t find 
them that way in the store - just 
take them fresh in the bag and 
toss unopened into your freezer 
for use later.

- Your brass can be cleaned by 
rubbing them with a cut lemon 
and rinsing in hot water.

- After washing your rag rugs, 
rinse them in a thin starch water 
and they will lay flat on the floor 
without curling up and tripping 
you.

- A hot strong vinegar can be 
used to remove paint from win­
dows, if you don’t have a scraper.

- If you live in an older home 
that has those cords over which 
the windows slide, keep them 
dusted and rubbed with a well- 
greased rag to ensure easier op­
eration.

- When oil is spilled onto a rug 
or furniture, remove the stain with 
an application of lime water. Lime 
water will also remove kerosene 
stains from carpet and furniture.

- Paint kitchen and pantry 
shelves with two coats of white 
paint, then add a third coat of 
white enamel. The surfaces will 
look really nice, and are easy to 
clean - no shelf paper will be 
needed.

- After you black and polish 
your cooking stove, make sure 
you give it a good coat of wax pol­
ish. It will not require any more 
blacking again for several weeks, 
you just need to dust it.

- If you don’t have a botde 
brush, partially fill it with warm 
soapy water and some egg shells 
with pieces of paper towel. Shake 
well, empty and rinse.
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Victory Gardens 
during 
World Warll

World War II began September 
of 1939, and less than four 
months later food rationing be­
gan. Resources of all kinds were 
being diverted to support the war 
efforts. Food because more and 
more scarce in the stores, and 
soon the government began a 
campaign to convince people at 
home that they needed to grow 
their own produce. The messages 
were simple, symbolic and very 
patriotic.

Back in those days people 
gave up their lives for the coun­
try, they funded the war by buy­
ing government bonds, they con­
served all raw materials, they re­
ally recycled, rallied behind their 
troops and they helped their 
neighbors. One of the movements 
that became very popular then 
was something called Victory Gar­
dens.

Charles Collins of Huntsville 
remembers Victory gardens and 
the patriotic feeling in the U. S. 
during World War U. He recalled 
that everyone collected paper, 
metal, glass and other objects and 
turned them in for the war effort. 
He also remembered the ration­
ing of sugar, coffee, tires, rubber,

Huntsville
4925 University Dr.

830-0069

gasoline and other items but es­
pecially remembers how so many 
people planted gardens every­
where they could, even on roof 
tops.

Here in the South it wasn’t 
such an unusual idea, because 
most people had small plots and 
garden places when the war 
started. Theyjust continued the 
process. But in other parts of the 
country, specifically in cities 
where land was hard to come by 
- people became very creative in 
their search of garden spots. The 
government in some cases subsi­
dized the people for growing small 
crops, to encourage more people 
to do this, to help their friends and 
neighbors.
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They were first called “Gar­
dens for Victory” and there 
were many government pub­
lic service bulletins produced 
and circulated with the goal of 
encouraging more and more 
people to grow their own. 
Some of the posters pro­
claimed “Groundwork for Vic­
tory, Grow More in ’44.” An­
other stated “Plant a Victory 
Garden - Our Food is Fighting.”

Some of the companies 
sending out how-to bulletins 
were Good Housekeeping, In­
ternational Harvester, Beech­
nut Packing Company, Simon 
& Shuster (House and Garden 
magazine), and seed compa­
nies. It was assumed the au­
dience had no experience with 

a garden and the bulletins were 
written in just that way. Some top­
ics included soil health, how to 
plant, when to plant, how to tend 
a garden and what to plant next 
to what.
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Emphasis was placed on mak­
ing gardening a fun family affair 
or community effort rather than 
a chore. It was presented more 
as a pastime and a national duty. 
The Victory Gardens came in ev­
ery shape and size, and enabled 
the U.S. to send more supplies to 
our troops around the world. 
Henry Ford was known to say, “No 
unemployment insurance can be 
compared to an alliance between 
man and a plot of land.” In the 
Southeast and other parts of the 
country, pins and prizes were 
awarded for the best gardens.

Every type of plant you can 
imagine was lovingly tended by 
people who had never dreamed 
they’d be spending time garden­
ing. Again, in the deep south, this 
was nothing new but more of a 
“Business as Usual” attitude. Ev­
eryone in the South had a plot 
somewhere - ranging in size from 
four square feet to as large as you 
could imagine. Southerners 
canned, put up vegetables and 
fruits, put up potatoes and onions, 
and used every square inch of a 
pig, just as a matter of routine. 
This was not the case in many 
other parts of the country.

Nearly 20 million Americans 
answered the call to plant gar­
dens, and they produced 40% of 
all that was consumed in the U.S. 
Soups were very popular, as well 
as any kind of bread and biscuit. 
No bread was ever wasted - the 
bread you had left over from 
breakfast could easily become the 
dessert that night. Since you 
couldn’t buy artificial fertilizers in 
those days, many people used the 
soot and ash from their stoves or 
chimneys, lawn mowings, lint 
from the clothes dryer, manure, 
etc.

Sugar was rationed but many 
people used water or Golden 
Syrup or honey to sweeten the 
fruit. Every scrap of food was 

saved and reused in soups or 
hash, and if that couldn’t be done 
the leftovers were mixed with 
gruel and fed to the farm animals. 
Spices were sparingly used but 
savored, as they were hard to get. 
In the South fruit trees and pecan 
and black walnut trees were har­
vested thoroughly for Christmas 
confections.

When the war was ended, 
however, so came the end of the 
government’s call for people to 
produce their own food. The 
policy was dropped like a hot po­
tato, in the opinion of many, much 
too quickly. In the spring of 1946 
many people had no gardens, and 
since the agricultural industry had 
not come back to full production, 
there were many shortages. Soon 
after that the entire agricultural 
industry began to change, with 
small farm operations giving way 
to the large corporate farms. Mod­
ern agricultural spelled an end to 
a simple way of life.
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The 
Youngest 
Bootlegger

Of all the success stories to 
come out of Huntsville, perhaps 
none is as unusual as that of a 
young boy born in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee.

Jasper Newton Daniel was 
born in 1850, the youngest of ten 
children. His mother died five 
months after he was born leaving 
the father alone to care for the 
children. Within a few years his 
father met and married a much 
younger woman. Despite her good 
and caring nature the marriage 
caused a split in the family, espe­
cially with Jasper, the youngest 
one.

As a small child Jasper had 
already earned the nickname of 
"littie big man." Acquaintances 
later recalled that it was uncanny, 
or eerie, how the small child con­
ducted himself as a grown person.

At the age of six years old Jas­
per decided he no longer wanted 
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to live with his stepmother. After 
gathering up the few clothes he 
owned, he walked the short dis­
tance to the home of Felix 
Waggoner where he asked to be 
taken in.

Waggoner, after conferring 
with the boy's father, agreed. An 
extra hand, regardless of how 
small, was always welcome. Jas­
per spent the next year with the 
family doing ordinary farm 
chores. During this time he made 
the acquaintance of Dan Call, a 
prosperous young businessman.

Call and his wife, Mary, took 
an immediate liking to the young­
ster. They had no children of their 
own so Jasper probably filled a 
void in their lives. The Call family 
owned a sizable farm as well as a 
general store where Jasper began 
helping out.

The general store was typical 
of most in a rural community, sell­
ing a variety of supplies and pro­
viding a place for the neighbor­
hood to gather and swap tales. It's 
most profitable, and popular, item 
was the whisky that Call manu­
factured in a nearby still.

Young Jasper was fascinated 
by the whisky operation. He spent 

every free moment at the still ask­
ing questions and helping out. 
Shortly after the youngster's 
eighth birthday, Call agreed to 
teach him the "whisky making 
business." The young boy was an 
apt student. He listened carefully 
to the instructions and as he be­
gan to grow confident, began tink­
ering with his own "recipes." 
Within a year .or two the young lad, 
although not yet ten years old, was 
recognized as one of the best 
"whisky makers" in the commu­
nity.

When the Civil War began in 
1861, it threatened to put a stop 
to the manufacturing of whisky. 
Supplies were hard to get, most 
able bodied men were in service 
and almost all of the whisky was 
confiscated for medical uses. 
Call's still was well hidden in a 
small cove and Jasper managed 
to keep it operating throughout 
the first years of the war.

In 1863 a new threat to the 
operation appeared, a traveling 
woman evangelist by the name of 
Lady Love.

Lady Love was a well known 
"hell, fire and brimstone" preacher 
who had carved out a successful 
career by appealing to the women 
of the congregations. Needless to 
say, one of her pet peeves was al­
cohol.

After a week of preaching, 
shouting and converting, Mary 
Call announced to her husband 
that she no longer wanted the 
family to be involved in the mak­
ing of the devil's brew.

The decision did not come as 
a complete surprise to Call for he 
too had gotten a bit of religion. 
The hardest decision was what to 
do with young Jasper. The boy lit­
erally lived and breathed "making 
whisky."

Gathering up his courage, 
Call set the boy down and ex­
plained the new developments.

http://www.homebuddies.com


'What are you going to do with 
the operation?" Jasper asked.

"Probably sell it if I can," re­
plied Call.

After a few minutes of silent 
contemplation the boy suddenly 
announced, "I want to buy it."

Call looked at the young boy 
carefully. Jasper had just turned 
thirteen but looked more like he 
was nine or ten.

"If you will give me four 
months," Jasper pleaded, "I'll be 
able to pay you."

Reluctantly, Call agreed to the 
boy's offer but warned him that 
whisky could no longer be sold at 
the store. In Call's mind that prob­
ably put an end to the business 
as it would be seemingly impos­
sible for Jasper to raise the 
money. The whole countryside 
was occupied by Federal soldiers 
who placed severe restrictions on 
the sale of whisky.

Instead of being deterred, Jas­
per began increasing the produc­
tion to record proportions. Within 
a short time the little cove was lit-
erally covered with barrels of 
whiskey waiting to be sold.

Welcome' Bode-!

Many local farmers were sell­
ing their produce and meat to the 
Federal soldiers and this had 
given Jasper an idea. After a brief 
Journey to Huntsville his suspi­
cions were confirmed. The town 
was crawling with thousands of 
Yankee soldiers with almost no 
whisky to be had. The little to be 
had was "rotgut" sold by the 
yankee sutlers at outrageous 
prices.

Additionally, all approaches to 
the city were guarded by the mili­
tary who searched every wagon 
entering the town for contraband.

Jasper spent the day in town 
carefully watching the local police 
and the military guards. Late that 
evening he returned home and 
began his preparations.

First he visited a nearby farm 
where he rented a large, dilapi­
dated wagon and had it filled with 
hay. Next, he spoke to another 
neighbor and purchased a large 
amount of cured hams.

He then drove the wagon back 
to the cove where the whisky was 
hidden. After unloading the meat 
and the hay, he filled the bottom 
of the wagon with barrels of whis­
key and covered the load with hay, 
with the meat hidden randomly in 
the hay.

Although Jasper was thirteen, 
he actually looked much younger, 
a fact he decided to capitalize on. 
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Discarding his normal clothing he 
dressed in a pair of short pants 
and a pull-over shirt made for a 
little boy.

Early the next morning Jasper 
began the journey to Huntsville. 
Approaching town on the Win­
chester road, he was stopped by 
Federal sentries. One look at the 
young boy driving the wagon was 
enough to convince the soldiers 
that he was harmless. Never the 
less, they began poking their 
bayonets in the hay, searching for 
contraband. Within seconds one 
of the soldiers had speared a ham.

"What are you hiding the meat 
for?" the soldiers asked.

Jasper, putting on his "little
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boy face," replied. "To keep the 
yankees from stealing it!"

The soldiers were amused at 
the impudence of the little brat. 
After securing another ham for 
their dinner, they motioned the 
wagon to go on through.

Jasper spent the day in Hunts­
ville selling the rest of the meat at 
a good profit. Late that afternoon 
he found a place to park his 
wagon and crawled in back for a 
nap. He was going to need his 
sleep for that night. On his earlier 
trip to Huntsville, Jasper had 
learned that the police stopped 
working at midnight every night 
unless there was a disturbance.

Once the noise of the town had 
died down and almost everyone 
was asleep, Jasper began making 
his rounds of all the stores. Care­
fully knocking on the back doors, 
he explained that "Pa has some 
whisky he wants to sell if you're 
interested."

Of course they were all inter­
ested and after tasting the whisky 
they were even more interested. 
By the time the sun began peek­
ing over the horizon, Jasper had 
sold the whole load. Although 
dead tired from the night's work, 
he made one more stop at a liv­
ery stable where he sold the hay, 
also at a profit.

Jasper traveled to Huntsville 
with loads of whiskey, hay and 
meat every two or three weeks 
until the end of the war. The 
guards had grown used to the 
young boy and rarely paid any at­

Gill Diamond and Jewelry, Inc.
Diamonds and Jewelry at Wholesale Plus Brokerage Fee 
Don Gill, Graduate Gemologist (GIA), 25 years experience 

visit us on the web at www.gilldiamond .com

Diamonds 
Gold 
Chains 
Bracelets 
Earrings 

"Where Quality Is Not Expensive"

tention to him, except possibly to 
secure a contraband ham for their 
dinners. There was so much de­
mand for his special "recipe" that 
he had trouble filling the orders, 
so he built a larger still and hired 
more hands.

When the Civil War ended, al­
though only sixteen years old, Jas­
per owned the one of the largest 
distilleries in Tennessee. Unable 
to enter into legal transactions be­
cause of his age, he petitioned the 
court in Fayetteville to declare him 
an adult.

Dispite the success of his busi­
ness in the years to come, the 
young lad never forgot the town 
that had given him his start.

In 1898, when troops from 
the Spanish American war were 
stationed in Huntsville, he peti­
tioned the city fathers for a license 
to open a distillery. When that was 
turned down, his company 
opened a bar near the Big Spring 
known as "The Deepest Spring." 
It specialized in the same whisky 
that bore the name he went by 
and which he had bootlegged to 
the yankees during the Civil War - 
A whiskey called Jack Daniels.
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From Early 
New Market 
Newspapers

by Wayion Smithey

(Editors Note, In the late 
1800s, New Market was a bus­
tling town second only to Hunts­
ville in size in Madison County. 
Mrs. S.H. Hambrick, whosefam­
ily had connections with early 
New Market, in 1968 found a 
bundle of 17 issues of the New 
Market Enterprise from 1888 
and 1889 in the attic of her 
home near Manchester, Tenn. 
Following is the second of a se­
ries of articles based on the con­
tents of those eight-page weekly 
tabloid newspapers.)

Volume 1 No. 3, July 7,1888
This was only the third issue 

of the newspaper, and already the 
editor found himself correcting an 
error. “We published a paragraph 
in our issue of the 23d ult., stat­
ing that Mr. J.C. Williamson, who 
lives near Sharp’s Spring, on the 
mountain, had become insane. 
We are pleased to state the report 
was without foundation, as we 
have since seen Mr. W. and con­
versed with him. He is far from 
being a crazy man. He thinks the 
report originated from a jocular 
remark of an employe on his 
farm, and that unscrupulous and 
malicious parties gave currency to 
it and spread the broadcast.”

The editor reported on page 1 
from a nearby community:

“We had the pleasure of visit­
ing Carmichael, four miles west 
of New Market, where the once 
famous old watering place, known 
as Geron Springs, was in antebel­
lum days, Its rustic beauty and 

pleasant retreat make it a delight­
ful place, If it was rebuilt and 
opened to the public it would be a 
magnificent resort, and be a 
source of revenue to its owner. If 
Mr. Carmichael, the present 
owner, would erect a few cottages 
or build a hotel, many people 
would make it their summer re­
sort. It has four varieties of wa­
ter - white and black sulphur, cha­
lybeate, and pure freestone. The 
place is located on the bluff of 
Flint River (a fine fishing stream) 
from under which the waters gush 
out ice-cold. It is delightful to 
walk through the cold, shady dells 
where the little brooklet ripples 
over shining pebbles in its little 
moss-bound banks; where the 
many springs gurgle from be­
neath the fern-clad cliffs.”

Flint River seemed to be a 
popular place during the week, 
and this article also appeared on 
page 1:

“On Saturday morning a co­
terie of ladies and gentlemen, be­
hind one of Mr. Fanning’s spank­
ing spans, hied themselves away 
to Flint River on a fishing excur­
sion. On arriving, Mr. J.H. Miler, 
an experienced angler, pro­
nounced the water in fine condi­
tion for the sport and proceeded 
forthwith to cast his minnow. He 
succeeded in hooking three fine 
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trout, but owing to a break of his 
line and obstructions in the river, 
failed to land either of them, 
Messrs. Brit Hawkins and John 
Fanning met with better success 
and landed several fine ones. At 
noon delicious viands and confec­
tions were served and heartily 
enj oyed by all. The afternoon was
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spent in social enjoyment. At 6 
o’clock p.m. the party returned 
much refreshed and delighted 
with the enjoyment of the occa­
sion.”

Local Briefs included:
“Mr. Arthur Nance, from Hur­

ricane Creek, one of our stirring 
young farmers, was in town a few 
days ago. He informs us that he 
threshed 17 bushels of wheat per 
acre, and says he lost at least 
three bushels per acre from 
tangled wheat.”

“Mr. WH. Moore presented the 
Enterprise office, a few days ago, 
with a basket of the finest peaches 
we have yet seen. One of them, of 
the Early Crawford variety, mea­
sured 9-3/4 inches in circumfer­
ence,”

“Rev. Mr. Andrews, of 
Maysville, brother of the railroad 
agent at this place, gave us a 
pleasant call Tuesday. Mr. 
Andrews is an old type.”

“Mr. W.E Yarbrough shipped 
last week a large lot of chickens

Pearson's 
Flooring 

for quality

Sanding & 
Refinishing
Fire and Water

Restoration 

2021 Clinton Av. West

for the mastication of Mont 
Eagle’s aristocratic tooth. Our 
railroad brings us into commer­
cial relations with the most inac­
cessible and remote points of 
commerce. Railroads are a com­
mercial blessing.”

‘Messrs. H.B. Roper, county 
court clerk; Jacob Martin, cash­
ier National Bank, and E.E. 
Spillman, contractor, all of Hunts­
ville, paid New Market a friendly 
visit on the 4th. Mr. Martin in­
formed us that he had not been 
here before for 33 years, when he 
passed through on a stagecoach 
going from Nashville to Hunts­
ville.”

“The largest beet we have seen 
this summer was sent to this of­
fice Tuesday, with a lot of other 
fine vegetables, by Mrs. EL, Estes. 
It weighed three pounds and 14 
ounces.”

J.W. Walker was in town the 
other day and subscribed for The 
Enterprise. The wound in his 
hand, caused by accidental fall­
ing on a sharp stub, has entirely 
healed, but leaves a cicatrix which 
time and nature can never re­
move, and his hand in a para­
lyzed condition.”

“Tax Collector Davis was in 
town the 2nd, looking cool and 
serene, and conversing in his 
usual affable manner. He accepts 
the action of the democratic con- from Richmond, Ky,, and entered 
vention in the spirit of true mag- a large body of land in section 32, 
nanimityand^illcl evote his time township 1, range 2, east. He then

Hearth/ & Heather 
Soapy

Unique Handmade Glycerin Soaps & Fizzies

Debbie Culver 256-883-9066
15027 Branscomb Rd. www.Hearth-N-Heathersoaps.com
Huntsville, AL. 35803 e-mail: Dculverl 02@aol.com

now to the improvement of his 
lands and the general welfare of 
his community.”

In a “Hear and There” column:
“An interesting calculation is 

that which determines that in col­
lecting a pound of honey, 62,000 
heads of clover must be deprived 
of nectar and 3,750,000 visits 
from the bees be made.”

It was noted that Mr. W.W. 
Drake was in town on Friday and 
subscribed for the newspaper to 
be sent to his son in Iowa. "Mr. D.
made a new departure in South­
ern farming some years ago, by 
abandoning the cultivation of cot­
ton entirely and substituting the 
production of the cereals and 
grasses and feeding the product 
of his farm to cattle. By this 
method he has brought his farm 
to the highest degree of fertility and 
annually increases his bank ac­
count. There is room for many 
more to make this auxiliary to 
Southern farming.”

The first in a series of History 
of New Market columns appeared 
in this issue:

“Some where in the year 1815, 
Geo. Smith built a log house for 
a residence, where now only the 
chimney remains (This house was 
burned down in the early part of 
this year.) This was the first house 
built, In 1819 John Miller moved 

http://www.Hearth-N-Heathersoaps.com
mailto:02@aol.com
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excavated a race and erected a 
corn and saw mill. The mill fin­
ished, he erected a dwelling on the 
main road, now re-modeled and 
the residence of Dr. PM. Hall. 
John Randolph was the architect.

“Wm. D. Hayter bought out 
Geo. Smith and opened a store 
of general merchandise. John 
Estill also opened a store after a 
few weeks, Dr. W.W. Humphries 
also, and William, Patrick and 
David Staples, with John E White, 
(now residing in Nashville, Tenn.) 
as clerk.

“Peter S. Baker had a saloon, 
and as the country was new and 
still in the forest, it was custom­
ary for the country people when 
they visited Market, as it was 
called, to take off their shot­
pouches with their accompani­
ments, a large knife and powder- 
horn and powder-measure, and 
put them over their rifles in one 
corner of the store, or stores, as 
they fancied, and mingle with the 
crowd, discoursing on politics or 
local matters.

“The merchants went every 
fall to Baltimore on horseback, 
purchased their winter, spring 
and fall goods, which were 
freighted by large wagons with six 
horses from Baltimore to New 
Market. In their purchase the 
merchants gave notes for 12 
months, with interest on 6 
months, and paid up in full when 
they purchased another stock. 

FRESHEST SEAFOOD IN TOWN!

STYLE
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Sugar, coffee, dry goods, hard­
ware, were all hauled in wagons 
from Baltimore.

“Sugar sold for 12-l/2c per 
pound, coffee 25 cents, calico for 
25c, etc. Whisky made in the 
neighborhood sold for 25c per 
gallon, com 10c per bushel, wheat 
25c per bushel and Irish potatoes 
and sweet potatoes were given 
away.

“The country was full of game 
- bear, deer, turkeys were plenti­
ful, and the wood were full of 
squirrels, opossums and rac­
coons, besides wolves, wild cats 
and panthers. The waters teemed 
with black bass, redeye perch, 
also called goggle-eye, suckers 
and turtles, and other edible fish,

Stop Those Cold 
Drafts With A 
Draft Dodger!

Does your home have doorways with 
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A Reputation 
To Keep

J. B. Webb and Otis King were 
two of the best known men in 
town during the 1960s, but for 
much different reasons.

Webb was a well known boot­
legger who would sell you whisky 
by the bottle or by the shot, de­
pending on your preference, or 
what you could afford. He was a 
rough talking man who had a 
reputation as a no non sense man. 
His trademark was a bright pink 
1950s Cadillac convertible which 
everyone in town recognized. 
When the car was parked in the 
drive way it meant Webb was 
open for business.

Otis King, a hell fire and brim­
stone preacher, was the exact op­
posite of Webb. He spent his time 
converting lost souls and doing 
charity work in the poorer neigh­
borhoods of Huntsville.

Perhaps King recognized a 
challenge in Webb, but for what­
ever reason, he made it a goal to 

convert the bootlegger. Several 
times a week he would stop by 
Webb's place of business and in­
vite him to go to church.

Strangely, the two men liked 
one another, and as the friendship 
grew, an uneasy truce developed 
between them. King no longer 
tried to convert Webb and Webb 
donated small amounts of money 
to King's various charitable un­
dertakings.

One hot summer day King 
appeared at Webb's business. His 
clothes were wringing wet with 
sweat from having walked all the 
way from his home.

After the two men set down, 
and Webb pushed a small stack 
of bills across the table, he asked 
the preacher why he was walking 
in such hot weather.

"My car's in the garage and I 
couldn't get a ride."

"Hell, just borrow my car. You 
can bring it back when you're 
done," the bootlegger said.

"No, I don't think so," King re­
plied, "everybody in town knows 
that car and I have a reputation 
to keep up."

The bootlegger thought for a 
long moment before reaching 
across the table for the stack of 
bills. "So do I," he said.

When you are eight no 
one remembers. Wh en

you are wrong, no one 
forgets.

Missing
from 1865 newspaper

Johnathan Winters, 15 
years of age, light haired and 
medium built. Last seen in 
Jackson County in Fall of 1863 
when he slipped away to join 
the Confederate service. He is 
thought to have been headed 
toward Tennessee to join 
Forrest. A liberal reward will be 
given for any information con­
cerning his whereabouts. I can 
be reached at the office of the 
Scottsboro newspaper.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be 
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 lb. barrel 
of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family, 
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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