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He was connected to one of
the most notorious gangland
murders in Boston's history.
When he turned informer on
the Mafia he was placed in the
Witness Protection Program at
an undisclosed location.

That undisclosed location
was Huntsville, Alabama.

He told people he was a re-
tired Federal Marshal and he
was going to inherit fourteen
million dollars.

It was a con job, but Hunts-
ville believed him.
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Ever since the early 1960s,
after the failed Bay of Pigs fiasco
in Cuba, Huntsville has been a
haven for people seeking a new
identity and a new life. The CIA,
the FBI and the Federal Marshal’s
Service all used Huntsville as a
place to relocate subjects who
might possess sensitive informa-
tion or whose lives might be in
danger if their whereabouts were
known.

The vast majority of these
people were thankful for the op-
portunity to start a new life. At one
time a high ranking defector from
the Chinese military owned a suc-
cessful restaurant in Huntsville. A
prominent member of South Viet
Nam's ruling family was smuggled
out of the country hours before it
fell to communist control and was
brought here where he enrolled in
college. After completing his de-
gree he moved to Washington, DC
where he became a successful
businessman.

Other people, members of or-
ganized crime, were relocated
here under the Federal Witness

Protection Program. Most of these
people had become federal infor-
mants against their former asso-
ciates and were given new identi-
ties in exchange for their testi-
mony.

One of these people was Peter
Aver, also known as Peter Abate,
Peter Abbott and Peter Blassi.

He was born in 1944, a prod-
uct of Boston’s notorious South
Side where the Mafia ruled with
an iron fist. Loan sharking, orga-
nized gambling, bribery and mur-
der were accepted as the price of
doing business. Aver’s stepfather,
Angelo Blassi, was reported to be
anotorious enforcer for the Bos-
ton Mafia, serving under the New
England crime boss, Raymond
Patriarca. He was also alleged to
have served as a “collection point”
for the money used to bribe and
pay off elected officials.

Blassi owned a number of res-
taurants which were thought to be
fronts for the mob. Aver seemed
to follow in his stepfather's foot-
steps when he too opened restau-
rants in Boston, Randolph and
Lynfield, Mass. These restaurants
were also widely suspected of be-
ing fronts for the mob’s loan
sharking and drug business. Aver
appeared to be a successful en-
trepreneur but much of his busi-
ness was conducted in secrecy.
While gambling, fencing stolen
goods and drugs were the main-
stay for most of his associates,
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Awer apparently developed arepu-
tation as an “arsonist for hire.” At
one point he charged a close as-
sociate of a national politician
$5000 to torch a business in or-
der to collect insuramce.

Awer's underworld activities
were becoming a focus of
Boston's organized crime unit,
who were beginning to close in.
Like most mobsters, he probably
thought his lawyers could take
care ofhis troubles, but events of
June 1978 changed everything,

Blackfiiiar's Pub was a well
known mob hangout operated by
Mafia associate Vimcent
Solomonte. According to one
source, Solomonte owed the mob
over two hundred thousand dol-
lars over a failed drug deal and
the Mafia leadership was furious
when he refused to pay.

Late one evening, when the bar
was getting ready to close, three
gunmen walked in. Solomonte
and four others were led to the
basement where they were mur-
dered in a hail of gunfire in what
was to become known as the
Blackfiriar's Massacre. Among the
people murdered was Jack Kelly,
a well known former television
news reporter. His death created
a furor in the commumity.

Awer’s connection to the mas-
sacre has never been made clear
by the authorities. According to
Awver and law enforcement au-
thorities, he was present and wit-
nessed the murders. He said he

knew the gunmen as well as the
victims.

All the wiinesses, however,
according to many sources, had
been slain, leading one to ques-
tion his role in the murders.

Whatever his role, it became
amoot question when he agreed
to turn informer agaimst the mob
in exchange for immunity for his
criminal activities.

Affter being debriefed by the
organized crime units and told he
would have to be a witness in fu-
ture trials, Aver was turned over
to the Federal Wiitmess Protection
Program. He was given a new
name, Peter Abate (rhymes with
rabbit), as well as a new back-
ground in case anyone asked. In
addition, he was provided with
money to start his life anew in an
undisclosed location under the
supervision of the U.S. Miauwshal's
Service.

The Wittness Protection Pro-
gram was designed to protect
people whose lives might be in
danger for testifying against indi-
viduals whom the gowermment
was prosecutimg. Usually they
were given immunity for their
prior crimes. Ifa witness ran afoul
of the law while they were waiting
to testiiiffy, the gowanmment would
often go to great lengths to clear
the matter up. The last thing gov-
ernment prosecutors wanted was
for their star witness, who was
swearing to tell the truth, to be
charged with another crime.
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Some people, like Peter Abate,
knew how to take advantage of
this.

Glen Brooks, a Deputy Mar-
shal in Huntsville at the time, was
a well known and highly respected
lawman. He had earlier served on
the Huntsville police force and had
acquired a reputation as a tight-
lipped investigator who would
never reveal his sources. For
people who knew him, his word
was his bond, leading many
people to say, “If you're a friend of
Glen, that's good enough for me.”

Ron Eyestone, a longtime
friend of Brooks, recalled seeing
him downtown one day with a well
dressed stranger. When he
stopped to say hello to Brooks the
stranger stuck out his hand, in-
troducing himself. “Hi,” he said,
“My name is Peter Abate and if you
are a friend of Glen, then you are
afriend of mine.”

Eyestone was pleasantly im-
pressed with Abate’s outgoing per-
sonality, but he noticed that
Brooks seemed uncomfortable.
After a minute or two Brooks
abruptly ended the conversation,
mumbling something about being
late for an appointment before
taking Abate by the shoulder and
leading him away.

Several weeks later Eyestone
received a call from Abate invit-
ing him to a party. At first he was
hesitant, he had really planned on
staying around the house that

weekend, but Abate went on to
explain that Brooks was helping
throw the party. Finally Eyestone
decided, “Why not? After all,
Abate was a friend of Brooks.”

When Eyestone and his wife
Barb arrived at the home, a spa-
cious well-kept house in South-
east Huntsville, he was met at the
door by an enthusiastic Abate
who immediately placed a cold
glass of beer in his hand and in-
vited them to join the party tak-
ing place out back at the swim-
ming pool. Sounding somewhat
apologetic, Abate explained that
Brooks was called out of town on
business, but the party was still
on.

Eyestone recognized several
people he knew as well as a sur-
prising number of people who
were good friends of Brooks. In-
cluded in the mixture was a num-
ber of people who were well con-
nected in Huntsville’s business
commuitity.

Abate was the perfect host as
he went from couple to couple
making small talk. Although no
one there knew anything about
Abate they were taken by his
charm and courteous manner. At
first he appeared reluctant to talk
about himself, he said he didn’t
want to brag, but several of the
more winsome lasses finally man-
aged to get him to open up.

He was from Boston, he said,
and had recently retired as an FBI

S
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2365 Whitesburg Drive  Ph. 533-0088

agent where he had worked un-
dercover for years infiltrating or-
ganized crime. When his wealthy
step father died the previous year,
leaving him fourteen million dol-
lars, he decided to retire, pick a
place on the map and start a new
life. Now, he said, he was waiting
for the will to be settled and ex-
ploring different business ven-
tures to invest in. He vaguely al-
luded to the fact that the Mafia
had placed a contract on him,
which was one reason he was
keeping a low profile.

Barb Eyestone remembered
Abate as “not really all that good-
looking. He was short and stocky
with non-descript brown hair, but
he had the best personality that
made everyone want to be around
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him. I believed everything he said.”

All in all, it was a pleasant
party and everyone left impressed
with the gracious host. The follow-
ing week, Eyestone ran across
Brooks and thanked him for the
invitation, mentioning it was a
shame that he had to miss his
own party.

“What party?” asked Brooks
with a puzzled look on his face.
After Eyestone explained, Brooks
began to ask questions about “his
party.” He was particularly inter-
ested in who had attended, why
the people thought he had any-
thing to do with the party and how
and when they were invited.

It was obvious Brooks was
concerned. After pumping
Eyestone for all the information
he could, Brooks left with the cu-
rious warning that "Abate wasn’t
really a friend of his, and that his
friends shouldn't have anything to
do with Abate.”

Eyestone was left standing on
the corner wondering “what the
hell was going on, but I knew
Brooks well enough not to ask
questions.”

It later became apparent that
Abate had compiled a list of
Brook's friends by asking around
town. He had correctly assumed
that as a “friend” of a U.S. Deputy
Marshal his story would be ac-
cepted by Huntsville's social elite,
as well as the business commu-
nity.

Brooks was caught between
the devil and the deep blue sea.
He was not about to confirm
Abate’s claims nor was he in a
position to give out any informa-
tion. Almost anything he said
about Abate would have led to
more questions, something the
Marshal's service highly discour-
aged.

All Brooks could say was “I re-
ally don’t know him that well” or
“he’s not what you would call a

friend of mine.”

In the next several months
Abate became the toast of Hunts-
ville as people began vying for his
friendship and his supposed
riches. Every banker in town had
visions of placing his fourteen
million dollars in their bank. He
knew that in a small town like
Huntsville you only had to tell a
few people and they would spread
the story.

Abate appeared to be every-
thing he claimed. He entertained
at the Fogcutter so often people
thought he had a reserved table
there constantly. He often showed
up at parties, unannounced and
uninvited, but no one cared. Ev-

eryone had heard about Peter
Abate. He was seen having break-
fast with the Mayor, Joe Davis,
and was on a first name basis with
the chief of police. Adding to his
charm were the elegant ladies who
always seemed to be around him.

No one knew exactly what he
did for a living although visitors
to his home told of him receiving
envelopes in the mail stuffed with
money.

As Abate’s social life grew, so
did his opportunity for more in-
vestinents. After learning that a
couple in Decatur were interested
in going into the motel business,
Abate talked them into giving him
ten thousand dollars. Abate was
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supposed to research the market
and help them secure a small
business loan. They never saw the
money again

One person approached Abate
with the idea of borrowing money
for a nightclub. The person ended
up giving Abate twenty thousand
dollars to “explore the idea.” The
money disappeared. Before long,
literally dozens of people had put
money into different ventures with
him. Amazingly, Abate was able
to placate everyone who had ques-
tions about their “investments,”
and in some cases actually talk
them out of more money.

While Abate was cutting an
ever-widening swath through
Huntsville’s social circles, he had
his eyes on bigger game. He had
gotten to be friendly with many of
the bankers in town and most
were familiar with his “story.” He
explained to the bankers that he
had discovered several investment
opportunities and needed a small
loan to tide him over untl his
stepfather’s estate was settled.
When the bankers asked to see a
copy of the will, Abate readily
agreed, promising to drop it by
the bank in the next couple of
days.

While producing a bogus will
might be difficult for many people,
for Abate it was easy. He simply

went to a prominent local attor-
ney and after introducing himself
as Angelo Blassi, said he wanted
to draw up a will and leave the
bulk of his money to Peter Abate,
his beloved stepson. The attorney
took the information supplied,
drew up the will and never thought
anything about it.

Several days later Abate re-
turned to the bank with the will.
As an added inducement, he gave
the name of a bank in Boston as
areference.

The bankers were delirious
with joy. They could already smell
Abate’s supposed fortune sitting
in their vault. After checking the
will to be sure it “appeared” au-
thentic, the banker called the bank
in Boston who verified that “yes,
a man by the name of Angelo
Blassi was once a customer but
he had recently died.” They were
sorry but they could not supply
any information about the ac-
count because it was tied up in
probate. Off the record, they fur-
nished information that Blassi's
bank records showed huge sums
of money being transferred in and
out of his accounts on a regular
basis before he died.

There was a bit of truth to
Abate’s story. His stepfather had
died, but left no will, which was
why it was taking so long to pro-
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bate his estate. There had been a
lot of money in his account but it
was assumed to be Mafia money
and had been withdrawn within
hours of Blassi’s death.

Next, the bankers called Glen
Brooks, who they thought was a
friend of Abate’s. Brooks, regard-
less of his personal feelings, was
forced to answer with the only
statement he was allowed to give,
“I can neither confirm it nor deny
it.”

Within weeks of creating the
will Abate had borrowed almost
five hundred thousand dollars
from local banks. Another forty
five thousand came from local fi-
nance companies and unknown
thousands from private investors.

There was no doubt that
Abate knew his days in Huntsville
were numbered. Already he was
making noises to the Marshal’s
Service about wanting to be relo-
cated and given another name.

One banker, who was not im-
pressed with Abate’s story, was
determined to find out more. He
was possibly influenced by the fact
that his recently ex-fiancé was
now seeing Abate.

After making the standard
phone calls, and getting the same
answers, he asked the Boston
banker about Blassi's stepson,
Peter Abate. The banker thought
for amoment and said, “Oh, you
must mean Peter Aver. That's the
only stepson he had.”

A few more phone calls
brought out the fact that Aver/
Abate was in the witness protec-
tion program at an “undisclosed
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location.”

Strangely, when the banker
tried to tell people it was dis-
missed with, “That was probably
when he was working under-
cover.”

At the same time the Mafia,
anxious to keep Abate from testi-
fying, was hot on his trail. Sev-
eral sources claimed that Abate
had been in contact with mem-
bers of Boston's organized crime,
possibly trying to collect money
owed from old business deals,
which could explain the envelopes
stuffed with money that he re-
ceived in the mail.

While the mafia had report-
edly traced Abate to North Ala-
bama, they still did not know his
exact location. Their problem
seemed to be solved however
when a New England vending
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machine company filed a lawsuit
in Federal court. The suit alleged
that the company's rights had
been violated because Abate had
fled owing them five thousand
dollars and the government was
refusing to divulge his where-
abouts. They asked the court to
order the U.S. Marshal’s Service
to reveal where Abate was so they
could collect the money.

Many people wondered at the
time why a small company would
go to such great lengths to collect
such a small amount.

With so many people begin-
ning to raise questions, Abate de-
cided it was time to leave, but
even then, his stories would prove
controversial. He told several
people who had invested large
sums of money with him that he
was going to Atlanta for a few days
to help his mother move. The
story he told two young ladies who
worked for local attorneys was
much different. He said he was
moving to Atlanta to take advan-
tage of several business opportu-
nities and offered them great pay-
ing jobs if they would relocate with
him.

“When we got to the Atlanta
airport,” they later explained, “one

& incoln
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1214 Meridian Street NE

Mon-Sat10-5, Sun 1-5
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minute he was there and the next
moment he was gone. Just like
that. We never saw him again.”

Many people believe the gov-
ernment helped Abate flee Hunts-
ville rather than see their star wit-
ness tarnished by lawsuits and
criminal charges.

After Abate moved to Atlanta,
the Witness Protection Program
created a new identity for him,
this time using the alias “Peter
Abbott.” He apparently appeared
in Boston at several trials for Ma-
fia figures before again disappear-
ing. Repeated requests for infor-
mation about him were ignored
by the government.

The following summer he was
briefly arrested in Jacksonville,
Florida, still using the name

Abbott, where he had applied for
arestaurant license. During a rou-
tine fingerprint check it was dis-
covered he was a fugitive from jus-
tice with two warrants outstand-
ing for his arrest. When Huntsville
authorities were notified, it was
decided the warrants were not
sufficient for extradition. He was
released after spending only a few
hours in jail.

Several sources say he next
moved to the Miami area, this
time using the name "Abbitt,"
where he stayed for several years
before relocating to Seattle, Wash-
ington. He has not been heard
from since. The Marshal’s Service
claims he is no longer under their
control.

Eventually most of the law-

1215 Jordan Lane 837-6072
7538 Mem. Pkwy. S. 828-0106
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suits and “problems” he left be- N ews from

hind in Huntsville were solved.
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News From
The Year1904

- Delsie Long, a young man
from Marshall County, was ar-
rested in the Whitesburg precinct
yesterday and brought here to jail
on a warrant charging bastardy.

- A warrant for the young
man's arrest was sworn out in
Justice Grimmett's court by Miss
Daisy Bowers, a young girl of the
Whitesburg community, who
claims that the man promised to
marry her sometime ago. Long is
not 21, she claims, and his par-
ents have refused to give their
consent for him to marry her.

- For Sale - two .5 acre tracts
of land situated on West Clinton
Street. This property will be sold
at a bargain. See Boyd and
Wellman.

- For Sale - The Petty Cottage,
situated on East Randolph Street.
This must be sold and will be sold
soon.

- Lost - on the street between
Walker Street and Huntsville

"Old Tyme Friendly Service"

717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

———

———

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center
AT&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
(256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

‘The Only Discount Drug Store With Service"”
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Bank & Trust, Co., a star and
crescent gold scarf pin with
pearls. Gift from husband, now
dead. Reward if returned to the
Bank & Trust.

- For sale - the Jim Pollard cot-
tage situated on Madison Street.
This is a charming piece of prop-
erty and will go fast.

- For sale - Very desirable and
safe family horse and buggy. Can
be seen at Bennett's stable. Ap-
ply to stable or Southern depot.

- H. Certain - Dealer in Coal,
Coke and Wood - let us serve you
with the best and cleanest coal
that ever came over the pike. We
have it. The price is the same as
is charged for poor coal and you'll
get a great deal more heat for your
money. That's because our tons
are two thousand pound tons and
our coal is all coal.

- Lost — a bunch of keys, be-
tween the Lowenthal and Ward
residence on Franklin street.
Finder please return to Mrs. H. J.
Lowenthal.

- The post office and store of
W. M. Thweat was entered by
thieves last night. A revolver and
$20 in stamps were taken from
the post office.

Owing to the fact that every
yard of lace embroidery and in-
sertion the stock was stolen and
nothing else molested, there is a
strong belief in the mind of some
people here that one of the gang
of robbers was a woman.

- Stevenson - The Bank of
Stevenson closed it's doors today;,
Charles Alston, the cashier, hav-
ing disappeared and it is alleged
leaving his accounts short. The
amount is not known. He was
conceded to be the best known
and most popular young man in
Jackson county, being related to
some of the best families of this
section, as well. He was also su-
perintendent of the Methodist
Sunday school.
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Huntsville Wasn't
Ready For Him

The late 1950s was a golden
era for the music industry. Stars
such as Elvis Presley, Johnny
Cash and Jerry Lee Lewis toured
the country performing and sell-
ing records. The Madison County
Coliseum, once located on Univer-
sity Drive, became a popular des-
tination for many of the stars. It
was close to Nashville and had the
largest seating capacity in North
Alabama.

At the time most musicians
carried their own instruments
from place to place. An exception
was the piano, which because of
it's size, made it more practical to
rent one and hire a local musician
to accompany the rest of the band.

Allied

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & White & Color

In 1958 a small, relatively un-
known band was scheduled to
perform at the coliseum and re-
quested the promoter furnish a pi-
ano and a musician. Unfortu-
nately, on the afternoon of the
show the piano player was con-
fined to bed with a severe case of
the flu. The promoter was fran-
tic and began calling around for a
replacement.

After spending hours on the
telephone with little success, the
promoter was given the name of
Richard Wayne Penniman, a
Black student at Oakwood Col-
lege who was studying for the
ministry. The promoter was skep-
tical but agreed to give the young
man a chance.

Penniman was from Macon,
Georgia where he had dropped
out of school at the age of thirteen
to join a traveling medicine show.
Over the next decade he played
with several bands and had even
recorded a series of records but
after a frightening experience on
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an airplane, decided to devote his
life to the ministry. In prepara-
tion, he had enrolled in Oakwood
College.

When Penniman showed up
for an audition that day, the pro-
moter took one look at the young
man and couldn’t decide whether
to laugh or cry.

The piano player was dressed
in a silken jacket covered with
bright sequins, had his hair
heavily pomaded and wore heavy
rouge and eye liner. On top of
that, he was obviously very openly
gay, a fact he seemed to almost
flaunt.

The promoter quickly dis-
missed the musician, adding that
Huntsville was not ready for him.
Penniman probably didn't care;
he was busy going to school full
time and had only agreed to play
as a favor to a friend.

After finishing his studies,
Penniman toured as a gospel per-
former for three years but met
with little success. In the early
1960s he returned to the music
he loved - Rock and Roll - and
quickly became a national phe-
nomenon. This time Huntsville,
as well as the rest of the country,
was ready for the young per-
former who would become known
as “Little Richard.”

———

Huntsville's Newest Garden Center
Large Selection of Shrubs, Trees
Perennials and Annuals

- Concrete Pottery -

Cast Aluminum

Furniture and Gardening Gifts
Bulk Mulch Delivered!

Brian Walker...Certified Landscape Designer ® AL Nurseryman Professional

4904 Moores Mill Rd

Mon-Sat.
' 8:30-5:00

851.9975
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A Great
all Of Fire

Citizens

Bright Meteor Seen Over All
Of The Tennessee Valley

February, 1895. A vivid ball
of fire, three times as large as the
sun and equally as brilliant, shot
through the heavens last night, at
11:05 o’clock.

The brilliant ball turned the
city as bright as noonday and
made many declare that its pas-
sage was attended by a rumbling
noise and a slight shock, as of an
earthquake.

Everyone who was awake at
that hour saw the swift-moving
meteor. It was of marvelous bril-
liance and passed close to the
earth seeming to almost touch the
housetops.

It was seen by every policemen
on duty in the city and, in a few
minutes after its flight, they were
making sensational reports of it
to the police station.

At the office it was seen by ev-
ery one in the building. There was
a vivid flash as of a powerful
stroke of lightning. The whole
earth was brilliantly lighted and
the heavens were ablaze with
splendor.

The meteor came out of the
northwest and travelled toward
the southeast. It shed a swath of
light that extended in every direc-
tion as far as the eye could see
and for several seconds the city
was lighted as brightly as at the
hour of noon.

The first impression was that
it was a vivid flash of lightning, but
a glance into the heavens dis-
pelled that idea. The light was
caused by a huge ball that seemed
to have stolen the blinding light of
the sun. The ball had disap-
peared before anyone could get an
idea of its size or nature.

In three minutes after the
passing of the great light the tele-
phone began to ring and inquir-
ies commenced to pour in from
all over the city, who had seen the
ball of fire. All gave the same ac-
count of it, saying that it looked
like the sun out on a midnight tear.

It was at first thought to be a
local brilliant, but this was dis-
proved before five minutes had
passed. At the train dispatcher’s
office, three minutes after the me-
teor passed, the telegraph op-
erators all along the line of the
East Tennessee and Georgia Pa-
cific began to send in reports of
the night light.

The same sight was witnessed
in Decatur, the meteor passing
over that place, going in a south-
easterly direction, at 12:05, mak-
ing the town as light as day.

The night watchmen claimed
the ball of fire was so near the
earth that it melted the snow on

I
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N InterSouth \

"Leasing and managing Huntsville's premier office buildings"

* Research Park Office Center
University Square Business Center
Technology Center

* 8215 Madison Boulevard

Telephone (256) 830-9160 Fax (256) 430-0881

the roofs of store buildings; that
the water poured off the roof of
the post office block in streams
into the alley.

Jack Creecy, the night opera-
tor at the depot, it is said, was so
terrified that he hastily extin-
guished the lights, seized his re-
volver, and jumping into the
middle of the room, made ready
to defend himself against what he
supposed must be a gang of rob-
bers with ball and shot before he
realized his mistake.

You can easily judge the
character of others l)q how
fheq treat those who can do
no’[hinq fOP JIhem or fo ﬂ\em.

Molcolm I:OPIDQS

Writers

Send us your stories to be
published in Old Huntsville. Sto-
ries must be about Huntsville and
have factual basis. Please do not
send original manuscripts. Send
your stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

‘*.. *
V
P Cloud Nine

AMTA Massages
Your Home or Mine

e

Terese Stevens, L.M.T.
AL License #892

256.337.6989




Train Escapes In Hail Of Shot As
Federals Occupy Huntsville

from 1862 newspaper

It will be remembered that the
Federal troops under the com-
mand of Gen. Mitchel entered
and occupied Huntsville on the
morning of the 11th of April, last,
and captured the train from Mem-
phis containing many sick and
wounded soldiers from the battle-
field of Shilo.

Unknown until now is the
bravery of the two men who saved
an army by their daring deeds.

The freight train destined for
Stevenson under Engineer John
Glenn and Preston Yeatmen
loaded with molasses and etc., of
incalculable value, had started on
its destination unconscious of the
danger that surrounded them,
when about one mile from the
Huntsville depot the conductor
and engineer discovered ahead a

i-:!.
Widlay

Lake Guntersville
Holiday Inn Resort

2140 Gunter Avenue, Guntersville, Al.
256-582-2220 - 1-888-882-1160

D10 St sville
Postcards
Now Available at

Propst Drug Store - Lincoln
Antiques - Shavers Bookstore
Fleming Bookstore -
Harrison Brothers Hardware
Marriott Gift Shop

group of ten or a dozen men in
the garb of citizens, apparently
awaiting their approach, who
proved to be Yankee soldiers in
disguise.

On the approach of the engine
they drew their revolvers, and fir-
ing was heard but not the order
to “halt.” The conductor still think-
ing the group was citizens
checked the train to ascertain the
cause of the firing. In a moment
more they discovered, some dis-
tance in-front, Federal artillery in
direct range to intercept the pas-
sage of the train. Realizing in a
moment the extent of their dan-
ger of capture they opened the
valves of the engine and sped on
with lightning speed.

In an instance the boom of
cannon was heard, the ball or
shell striking an embankment
about ten feet from the engine,
scattering the dust in every direc-
tion.
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Calvary men in front and rear
demanded them to stop. But
southern mettle was aroused.
Those Southern boys, Pres
Yeatinan and John Glenn ran the
gauntlet in triumaph, and brought
the train safely to Larkinsville,

After arriving there they met
eighteen hundred Confederate
soldiers enroute to Corinth via
Huntsville. Part of the brigade go-
ing down the evening before who
would have certainly been cap-
tured at Huntsville without a mo-
ments warning or preparation.

Suppose Yeatmen and Glenn
had surrendered the train on the
demand of the Yankees? Every-
body can at once see the result.
The telegraph wires at Huntsville
had been cut and there was no
possible way of warning the
troops in Larkinsville.

The Yankee operator was in
the office at Huntsville, and true
to his instinct as it turned out, he
would have sacrificed the brave
men, who were pressing forward
to join the army at Corinth but for
the bravery of Yeatman and Glenn.

e TN
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Home‘l’nstag

“America’s most trusted source of affordable home care for senjors!”
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» Incidental Transportation
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Huntsville
Coffee Tal

by Aunt Eunice
With pearls of wisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

Well, winter is almost over and
now it's time for all the beauty of
nature to pop up. Boy, don't we
have a beautiful city to live in. I
love Huntsville so much, espe-
cially in the Spring.

This is going to be a really big
year for politics. There are so
many good people running I wish
I could just vote for everyone. It's
going to be hard to decide among
so many great people. Who ever
you support, please VOTE!

Our picture last month was of
our good friend Mike Gillespie.
Laura Kendrick, who works for
the Chamber of Commerce,
guessed it. It' so much fun to see
people trying to guess every
month.

Our sympathy goes out to my
dear friends, the Phil Anderson
family, in the loss of his mother. I
love you, Phil and Phylis, so
much.

Sam and Carol Warsham
stopped by on their anniversary
to have breakfast with me. They
got married on Feb. 13, 1959 and

are still in love and having a great
time.

We hear that Bill Kling is defi-
nitely running again for his City
Council seat. Politics is a hard
habit to break but he will do good!

Charlie and Jean Streat, of
Muscle Shoals, along with Walker
and Faye Brown, of Tuscumbia,
came over for breakfast recently.
They are dear friends of Senator
Heflin and Mrs. Elizabeth. They
say the Senator is really enjoying
life now that he is retired. Maybe
he's going to write another book.

Our good friend Carolyn
Gibson is running for State Audi-
tor. She is now the Assistant State
Auditor. We know she will do a
super job.

Politics is so much fun. You
can tell it's the season when they
all start getting out to meet the
people. I've had so many people
in here pouring coffee, I might
have to order some more coffee
pots. In just one day, we had Billy
Bell, Mr. Dorning, Mickey
Brantley, Mac McCutcheon and

ENFINGER
DEVELOPMENT Clifts Cove
INCORPORATED Heritage Plantation

Heritage Station
King’s Ridge
Walker's Hill

Creating Distinctive
Communities with Lifestyle
in Huntsville, Madison and Meridianwville.

wwaw.enfingerdevelopment.com
256.830.0083

www.cliftscove.net
www.heritageplantation.net
www.heritagestation.net

www.kingsridge.net
www.walkershill.net

Sandra Steele, President

—

Mark Craig all here visiting with
us. I love every minute of it.

Claudia Heaton of Austin
Texas was in town to celebrate her
mom's (Lee Ora Jackson) 84th
birthday and they all came by to
visit with me. Claudia is such a
sweet person. She never comes to
town without stopping to see me.

Patsy McGough celebrated
her 56th birthday with her hus-
band, Jerry, and Johnny and
Sandra Hagood. We heard they
had a ball!

What about Electric Avenue!
That could really be what down-
town has always needed. They are
going to have some great restau-
rants. Mmmm - wonder about an
"Aunt Eunice Country Biscuit"
franchise?

Aimee and Mike Byrd also
celebrated their birthday here
with a big breakfast with all the
trimmings.

Photo of The Month

The first person to correctly
identify the picture of this young
boy, shown below, wins a free
breakfast at Eunice's Country
Kitchen.

Hint: One of Huntsville's fin-
est hard working businessmen.
Always involved in the commu-

nity.
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We hear that Judy Carney
has a new book out - "When I
Come Home." Stop by Shaver's
Book Store and pick up a copy
sometime,

Our sympathy to the Thigpen
Family on Keith's death. We all
loved Keith and will miss him.

Geneva Merrel and Sharon
Fisher are newcomers to the res-
taurant but have already made
friends here. I sure enjoyed your
visit with me.

Want to protect yourself from
crime? The Senior Center is of-
fering a free 10-week course that
will give you all kinds of informa-
tion for seniors - call the center to
get more info!

If anyone ever doubts in fate,
they should talk with Stan
Kullman and Sharon Fisher.
They were childhood sweethearts
in New York but drifted apart af-
ter finishing school. They both
married and had children but
years later were single again when
they ran into one another. Hunts-
ville is their home now and it looks
to me like a case of true love.

Billy Bell is turning into a
great politician. If anyone wants
to beat him pouring coffee they're
going to have to get up before day-
light.

Well, another part of down-
town is gone. I hear the Down-
town Chrevron is closing up and
is slated to become a parking lot.
It was one of the last places in
town that pumped gas and
checked the oil for you.

Gerald Gentry was in town
from Boston recently working on
a book about George Wallace.
His last book was about Lyndon
Johnson. Looking forward to
reading it!

One of the big questions
around town is who's going to run
against Dick Hiatt for his City
Council position. There's been
lot's of talk but nothing definite
yet. This should be a race to

watch.

The mayor's race should be
interesting. I hear several other
ladies are thinking about running,
but Loretta is going to be hard to
beat.

What about all the controversy
about naming streets. I like the
idea of naming streets for promi-
nent people but shouldn't they be
people from Huntsville?

Where's my buddy Fred
Simpson been lately? His son,
Derek, is doing such a great job
with the business I thought he
would have more time to visit now.

Sorry to hear about Sam
Keith's knee trouble. The doctors
say he should be fine in 5 or 6
weeks but he has to be careful
about dancing,

We hear our good friend Cliff
Hill is doing a great job as an at-
torney. He is the nicest man and
always makes me feel good when
he stops by for breakfast.

That's all for now but remem-
ber I love all of you.
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One Meal,
One Customer
at a time.

A Franchisee

NO PuLES.
Jus7 Riewz

4777 Whitesburg Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802
Phone: 205-882-6283

WANTED

used newspaper
vending racks
Call 534-0502

“Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs
Serving Huntsville Since 1962

536-2616

2402 Mem. Pkwy. NW, Huntsville, Ala
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Bread Dippinq-Oi' pecipe

2 t. oregano

Y2 t. crushed red pepper

2 t.. garlic powder

6 T. Romano cheese, grated

Olive oil

Balsamic Vinegar

In a 3-cup mixing bowl put

about 1 cup olive oil, and Y2 cup
of the vinegar (less to suit taste).
Add the spices and mix well, then
add the cheese. Let blend on
counter top for about an hour
prior to serving.

Mushr’oom Feﬁuccine

1 Ib. fettuccine

4 T. butter

1 Y c. fresh or heavy cream

1 shallot, chopped

Y. 1b. mushrooms, sliced

Freshly grated Parmesan
cheese

Salt, pepper and pinch nut-
meg

Cook the mushrooms and

shallot in 2 tablespoons of butter
til all liquid has evaporated, sea-
son with salt and pepper. Stir in
the cream, add pinch of nutmeg.
Bring mixture to a boil, turn off
heat and set aside. Cook your
fettuccine al dente in boiling wa-
ter, drain. Stir in the sauce mix-
ture, bring to a boil and stir in the
remaining butter. Sprinkle grated
Parmesan over the top and serve.

“o Iia n Meaﬂoal( Da rmesan

1 Ib. lean ground beef

Y2 c. prepared spaghetti
sauce, divided

Y5 c. dry bread crumbs

Y2 c. grated Parmesan cheese,
divided

1/4 c. onion, finely chopped

1 egg, beaten

1 t. Italian seasoning

Using your hands mix to-

gether beef, half the spaghetti
sauce, bread crumb, half the
cheese, onion, egg and Italian sea-
soning in a medium mixing bowl.

4001 - C Holmes Av. - Huntsville, Ala. Phone 895-0082

Shape into loaf and place in a
greased 12 x 8 x 2-inch baking
dish. Top with remaining spa-
ghetti sauce and cheese. Bake for
an hour and 10 minutes to desired
doneness. During baking, use
baster to remove excess grease
from pan. Serve with a good
crusty bread.

Dos’lo wiﬂw Ariichokes ond

ives

4 oz. pancetta (lightly smoked
bacon), diced

3 cloves garlic, minced

2 15-0z. cans of diced toma-
toes with oil, garlic and onions,
undrained

1 14-0z. c. artichoke hearts,
drained and quartered

Y, ¢. dry white wine

1 2-0z. can sliced ripe olives,
drained

2 T. chopped fresh rosemary,
(use sprigs for garnish)

1/4 t. crushed red pepper

1/4 c. chopped fresh Italian
parsley

1 Ib. linguine pasta

In alarge skillet over medium
heat cook the pancetta til
browned, about 6 minutes. Add
the garlic and cook for a minute.
Add the undrained tomatoes, ar-
tichoke hearts, wine, olives, rose-
mary and red pepper. Simmer
over medium-low heat, stirring
occasionally for 10 minutes or so.




Stir in parsley.

Meanwhile in a large pot of
boiling salted water, cook the
pasta. Drain well and toss with
the sauce. Season to taste with
salt and pepper, garnish with
rosemary Sprigs.

Medifer’mneon DOPI(

1 T. olive oil

8 pork chops

15 oz. tomato sauce

1 tomato, chopped

1 t. Italian seasoning

14 oz. artichoke hearts

2 t. green olives, chopped

Y2 t. sugar

In a large skillet, heat the ol-
ive oil over medium-high heat.
Brown boneless pork chops on
both sides. Stir in tomato sauce,
chopped tomato, Italian season-
ing, quartered artichoke hearts,
chopped green olives and sugar.
Simmer over low heat, uncovered
for 10 minutes or til cooked
through.

1 1b. Italian
crumbled
12 t. fennel seed
1/4 c. olive oil
1 onion, chopped
1 eggplant, peeled and diced
2 zucchini, sliced
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped

1 tomato, chopped

sausage,

'2 t. dried oregano

s t. salt

Y2 t. ground black pepper

Heat the oil and brown your
sausage with the fennel seed til
done and crispy/crumbly. Drain
and set aside. Heat more olive oil
and saute onion til translucent.
Add the zucchini and garlic, re-
duce heat. Add sausage, tomato,
oregano, salt and pepper. Cover
and simmer for about 8 minutes,
serve hot.

[Qicoﬂo Fi“ed Coke

1 box yellow cake mix

2 15-0z. containers ricotta
cheese

2 eggs, beaten

4 egg whites, beaten

Y2 c. sugar

Y t. vanilla

Mix your cake according to

box directions, pour batter into a
greased 13 x 9-inch baking dish.
Combine the cheese, eggs, egg
whites, sugar and vanilla and mix
well. Pour mixture over cake bat-
ter and bake for about an hour at
300 degrees.

Timmisu

3 egg yolks

2 T. confectioners sugar

1 T. Marsala

8 0z. mascarpone cheese

Y2 c. strongly brewed coffee or
espresso, cold

12 ladyfingers, quartered

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456
email: linprint@mindspring.com
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com

Business Cards, Letterheads, Envelopes, Flyers, Labels
Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapsets

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons
Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks

Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags
Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Political Signs, Buttons

VISA  MASTERCARD AMERICAN RESS ~— Too Many ltems to List —
ERCANTEXEHES Vi ClosedSundazs
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Presentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
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3 oz. semisweet chocolate,
grated

In a medium bowl, beat the
egg yolks and sugar with electric
mixer til thick. Add Marsala and
Mascarpone; beat til mixture is
smooth and thick. Evenly divide
half the ladyfinger pieces equally
in 6 dessert or stemmed glasses.
Layer half of the coffee,
mascarpone mixture and choco-
late over the ladyfinger pieces.
Repeat layers with remaining la-
dyfingers, coffee, mascarpone and
chocolate. Cover and chill before
serving.

Brooks & Associates

Private Investigation

939-4172

The Trains!

505 East Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
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News Erom New Narke

by Waylon Smithey

(Editor’s Note: In the late
1800s, New Market was a bus-
tling town second only to Hunts-
ville in size in Madison County.
Mrs. S.H. Hambrick, whose fam-
ily had connections with early
New Market, in 1968 found a
bundle of 17 issues of the New
Market Enterprise from 1888
and 1889 in the attic of her
home near Manchester, Tenn.
Following is the fifth of a series
of articles based on the contents
of those eight-page weekly tab-
loid newspapers.)

Volume 1, No. 10, August 25,
1888.

This article under the heading
“A truthful Snake Story” was the
lead story on page 1:

“Last Thursday morning a
gentleman from Greenville, Ala.,
who is spending a few days in our
town and who is very fond of fish-
ing, went down to the town mill to
procure some bait. Minnows be-
ing difficult to obtain with a hook,
he laid down the rod and the line
and started in quest of the cricket,
which is a popular and favorite

bait with many skilful anglers. An
old door which had fallen into “in-
nocuous desuetude” lay near the
mill and was the first object he
met that was likely to afford a
home or rendezvous for the
cricket. He raised the door and
the horrible and repulsive prés-
ence of more than two hundred
snakes was revealed to him lying
under it. Here was a golden op-
portunity to almost exterminate
his snakeship in this section.
Quick as a flash he procured a
club and begun the work of
slaughter. He slew them right and
left until almost exhausted, but
with one more effort the last
feeble blow was struck and two
hundred or more of man’s most
deadly and sneaking enemies lay
in a heap in his presence. On rais-
ing the door a peculiar signal was
given and hundreds of young
snakes rushed into the open
mouths of the old ones, distend-
ing their bodies to such a degree
as to make escape next to impos-
sible; thus they were easily slain.
A post mortem examination by
abdominal incision in the case of
several old ones, revealed the
presence of scores of young ones
from four to six inches in length.

S. Mitchell Howie

Attorney and Counselor at Law

f 107 North Side Square, Huntsville, Al 35801
| (256)533-9696 - Fax (256)533-3488

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Cigars

Pipes

Pipe Tobacco
Accessories
Lighters

Pipe Repairs

Robin R. Morgan
Owner/Tobacconist

2502 S. Mem. Parkway
(256) 539-6431

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center

April 12 - 30 - Coyote On A
Fence

May 23 - June 1- Tallulah &
Hattie At The Pearly Gates Cafe
June 30 - 29 - Mill Stories
August 15 - 24 - Boys In The
Band

Sept. 19 - 238 - Agnes Of God
Oct. 3 - 12 - And The World
Goes Round

Corporate parties are invited;
call now to reserve your company
party. Call 536-3434 or 536-3117
to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at
Shavers Book Store & Lincoln
Center Antique Mall
or call 536-3117
1216 Meridian St.




The gentleman says he counted
up to two hundred and from fa-
tigue and lack of time stopped fur-
ther gratification of his curiosity.
Several residents of this place,
gentlemen of undoubted veracity,
who saw the heap of reptiles, will
testify to the truth of this story.”

The following two items also
appeared on Page 1:

“Wanted - A Wife: We are re-
quested to state that an old bach-
elor of this place, who gives the
date of his birth the 10th day of
June, 1833, proposes to marry
any lady of the same age, who is
willing. For further information,
apply at or address the Enter-
prise office.”

“A Stormy Night: Monday
night was a stormy one in this sec-
tion. A heavy gale blew all night,
and did much damage to corn and
sugar cane in the surrounding
country, blowing it down and in
many instances breaking the
stalk. A great deal of fruit was
also blown from the trees.”

Country correspondence from
Wells’ Precinct: “Mr. James Bragg,
of your town, was in our vicinity
Sunday looking at some of our
girls, we suppose.”

Announcement was made
that two young men from Bean’s
Creek, Tenn., were opening an
undertaking establishment and
general furniture and wagon re-

4

3008 Bob Wallace

WRIGHT Medlcal Inc.

Free Diabetic Monitors
when purchasing
testing supplies

Huntsville, Al. 35801

256-539-9896

pair shop in New Market. “They
have secured the shop in rear of
Mr. Yarbrough's store for their
place of business, and inform us
that they propose to keep on
hand coffins and caskets of all de-
scriptions, and to be prepared to
do all kinds of wood repairing.”

Three boys were arrested for
throwing rocks at a train coming
through town, and were placed in
jail in Huntsville.

The editor again promoted
the area’s natural resources, this
time, valuable timber: “We were
shown, a day or two ago, samples
of shittim wood which were got-
ten out of the mountain by Mr.
Wm. Howard. They were the fin-
est specimens of this wood we
have ever seen. The grain is very
pretty and the wood of a rich yel-
low color. It makes the finest of
veneering for furniture. Mr.
Howard has forwarded speci-
mens of it to the Cincinnati Ex-
position, to parties in New York
and Indianapolis, and to the Win-
chester Manufacturing Co.”

Local Briefs included: “Mr.
Theo Hereford, while hunting
Wednesday night, killed four
coons and two skunks in one
tree. He don't know how many
more there were in the tree that
escaped.”

“Last Tuesday Mr. T.O. Gill
sold a lot on Church street to Mr.
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T.D. Pike, for $50, cash. The lot
is directly opposite the residence
of Mr. Pike. We understand he
will build a shop on it.”

A Letter to the Editor was re-
ceived from Holly Grove, Ark.:

“I am receiving your interest-
ing paper every week, and am
much pleased with it. I am glad
and proud to know that my old
town can afford so valuable a pa-
per. Ilike it very much.

“I was born in old Madison
County, Ala., and lived near New
Market seventeen years. I have
lived in Arkansas six years- but
never have found any country yet
that will come up with the vicin-
ity of New Market and the sur-
rounding country.

“lwish the Enterprise along
life and great success. Itis ea-
gerly watched; for every week,
and seems like getting a letter
from an old friend. J. W.
McCaleb.”

Following is the next install-
ment of the History of New Mar-

ket column:

“An amusing episode occurred
in this town during an exciting con-
test for the State Senate, about
1833, between John Vining and
Dr. Thomas Fearn. John Vining
was making an earnest speech,
standing on the head of an empty
sugar hogshead. He was very ear-
nest and observed - “Down, down
to hell, and say I sent thee thither!”
When the head of the hogshead
gave way and down went Vining
into the hogshead, completely out
of sight for the time, amidst the
shouts and astonishment of the
people.”

“Moses C. Ragsdale kept a gro-
cery store in New Marketin 1834.
Richard Holding and Elkana
Echols erected a two-story store
house in 1834, and were promi-
nent merchants. Echols built a
two-story dwelling at the same
time which he eventually sold to
Wm. D. Hayter, who added to it
an L. The same house is standing
yet, and is now the dwelling of Dr.

Hard of Hearing? 100 Years Ago, This Was State-of-the-Art Technology
Today There's
MIRACLE-EAR,

Hearing loss car occur of any age. Dou't raiss out on
Fearing vour clitd’s school play. Pon't nmiss out on
hearing your firvorite symphnm Afior ofl, il g the Little
things that count the mosi.™

FREE Hearing tests™
Call or come in today.

Norris.

‘John P Pool was a gin maker
and repairer, and furnished the
country with cotton presses,
screws made from large white oak
trees.

“Rev. John Y. Ballard was a
most excellent man, rather eccen-
tric in his ways. He planted many
acres in pear trees; some are still
living and bearing fruit. He some
years planted acres of squashes,
goobers, melons and raspberries.
He never had but one crop each
year of one kind. He used to fell
the largest trees (poplar) some
said to hear them fall, others to
dig out boats to float on Hester’s
creek, and thence by Flint river to
the Tennessee.

“George Anderson was the
schoolmaster, par excellence, and
afterwards his brother Madison.
The 16th section fund for schools
was a large one and raised by the
sale of the section to Richard
Jeffries.

The money, by order of the

-

The Mirage’
Hearing
Aid

Two locations in Huntsville to serve you:
Miracle-Ear Center, 900 Bob Wallace Ave. - 539-4009
Sears Hearing Aid Center (Madison Square Mall) - 830-8529

*Hearing aids won't restore natural hearing. Individual experiences may vary depending on proper fit, severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation and ability to adapt to amplification




Legislature, was deposited in the
branches of the State banks, they
are paying to the schools 12-1/2
per cent per annum, but from
mismanagement the banks
broke, and what has become of
the money no one knows. It has
gone where the woodbine twineth.
I believe the State still has a small
amount due the 16 th section on
which it pays a small per cent.
“It was rather singular bank-
ing then: First, three citizens, prin-

New Historical
Novel

“When | Come Home” is
based on a true story. Judith
Carney reveals the previously un-
known story of how her great-great
grandmother stood up to a Yankee
general while her husband was
away fighting for the South. Major
General Lovell H. Rousseau had
been ordered to South Alabama,
along with 2,500 Yankee soldiers
where they pillaged, looted and
burned everything from Huntsville to
Opelika, mysteriously sparing only
Dadeville, Alabama.

Judith, Your laudable efforts are
continuing the tradition of Southern
literary excellence associated with
such notable authors as Margaret
Mitchell and Harper Lee. All of
Alabama'’s residents are proud of
you and your wonderful work. Ex-
cellent Book! - Don Siegelman,
Governor of Alabama

| am personally familiar with
many of the places and events men-
tioned in your book, and can hon-
estly say you did an admirable job
of writing about Alabama'’s heritage.
| wasn’t able to put your book down
unti! | had read every page. Su-
perb writing! - John Patterson,
former Governor of Alabama

$14.95 with free shipping
NightSky Publishing,

PO Box 439, Meridianville, AL
35759
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cipal and two endorsers, made a
joint note for $2,000, the amount Run Away
allowed, each citizen had it dis- After all preliminary
counted for ninety days, thenifhe | arrangments, unknown to this
paid up the interest he was al- | office, Miss Raglin and Fearn
lowed ninety days more, and so | Douglass from the Bell Factory
on until called for. This was all | neighborhood, tucked them-
that was allowed, but each en- | selves into a buggy and drove
dorser was allowed the $2,000 | to town Sunday afternoon.
and frequently each became prin- | They found Rev. G. W.
cipal, so as to give the first princi- | Franklin, who “tied the knot”
pal actually $6,000. for them. Old man Raglin was
This went on for a time, when | doubtless at church when the
the action caused great distur- | slip was made. They were
bance, and finally the Legislature | tired of single blessedness.
passed an act to allow the debt-

from 1879 newspaper

ors to pay up their indebtedness,
giving them three years time. Now
there was a large class who had
never received one cent. They
grumbled and finally the Legisla-
ture passed an act to allow all per-
sons who had never received any
bank money to have $2,000 each
on three years time. The State
banks broke, and the State had
to pay the indebtedness. Such
was the experiment in State bank-
ing in Alabama.

“As the history of New Market
is intrinsically connected and
blended with the county and the
State, these digressions are nec-
essary for the full understanding
of events."

| had some words with my
wil[e, cch she had a few

pamqmphs for me. L — :

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711
ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."
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Wild Melee At
Huntsville
Hotel As Local
Man Defends

Damsel's Honor

Huntsville, Al.

February 29, 1896

A conjugal row on the third
floor of the Huntsville Hotel the
other night resulted finally in a hot
and exciting fight between the bel-
ligerent hubby and a gentleman
who rushed gallantly to his wife’s
defense.

It was some time after mid-
night that the roomers on the floor
were aroused from their slum-
bers by the noise of a violent
scuffle and by the terrified, pierc-
ing screams of a woman. Every-
one in hearing rushed upon the
scene to learn what the matter
was. In a little while, a white-

For information about Hunts-
ville, including events, history, ge-
nealogy, and chats, visit us at this
About.com site:

http:/huntsville.about.com

gowned crowd in picturesque dis-
array had gathered about the
open door of the apartment of Mr.
and Mrs. J.W. Bassett. Mr. Bassett
was in his shirt-sleeves; the blade
of a knife shone in his hand. He
was standing above his wife, who
in half undress, cowered scream-
ing in a comer with the blood trick-
ling down her face and throat and
staining her garments with crim-
son smears.

Mr. Bassett was in a state of
wild fury, and struck his wife
repeatedly. His fistsleft marks on
soft flesh; one of her eyes grew
black beneath a blow and swelled
almost to closing.

For some time the crowd
stood in a stupor of amazement
and made no effort to interfere.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jones sleep-
ing across the hall were awakened
by all the racket. Mrs. Jones
rushed out. She caught the bleed-
ing woman in her arms. “You
coward,” her husband heard her
say to Mr. Bassett, “if I were only
aman, I would knock your head
off.” Such a remark from as ami-
able and usually unruffled little
woman as Mrs. Jones brought
Mr. Jones bouncing at double-
quick into the hall. The heroism
of the part he was about to play
did not, it must be acknowledged,
make itself evident in his make-
up. “Give meroom,” he cried. The
crowd drew back, and he rushed
upon Mr. Bassett like a tiger.

| |

Design & Remodeling Center
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D &> Huge Savings on
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Mr. Bassett is a large, power-
ful man, quite a deal heavier than
his new antagonist. Mr. Jones
grabbed him by the wrist and
wrenched the knife from his hand.
The weapon dropped to the floor
and in falling cut through the outer
fleshy portion of Mr. Jones’ bare
right foot to the bone. Some of the
spectators, catching the heady
contagion of the fight, started to
help Mr. Jones out.

Mrs. Jones waved them back.
“Leave them alone,” she said with
a splendid confidence in her
husband’s prowess, “Bobby will
whip him sure." As It turned out,
her prophecy was right.

Mr. Bassett fought madly for
a time, then seeing the odds were
too strong against him, grabbed
up his coat and hat and hastily left
the hotel. As he passed out, the
score or more of women present
looking like so many angels in
their snowy draperies set up a
loud hissing and clapping of
hands.

His wife is still confined to her
room from her injuries. She was,
cut slightly about the bosom. Her
face was badly bruised. Sheisa
pretty, petite and stylish blonde
who has made many friends dur-
ing her stay at the hotel. The
cause of the difficulty between
herself and her husband was a
petty private spat, which angered
him. Mr. Bassett is the senior
member of the Atlanta firm of
Bassett Bros., local representa-
tives of the Pittsburgh Reduction
Company, the largest manufactur-
ers of aluminum articles in the
world.

Mr. Jones is employed at the
Gurley sawmill. As a result of his
fight he is lame from a badly swol-
len foot. The incision of the knife
has healed poorly, and a danger-
ous complication is liable to arise
from the wound.
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Man Still
Looking
For His Wife

from 1890 newspaper

George Mitchell came into the
office of the Times yesterday and
reported the disappearance of his
wife, who was before he married
her, Nancy Whitlock. Mitchell and
his wife were living happily at
Asheville, N.C. and Mitchell's half
brother, George Edmonds,
boarded at his house.

Last Thursday a week ago
Mitchell returned from work late
in the evening and found his house
closed, and upon inquiry found
that his five months old child had
been taken to a neighbor’s house
with the request to take care of the
child for an hour, when the mother
would come for it.

Mitchell waited for his wife's
return, but she never came back,
and upon investigation it was
found that Mitchell’s half brother,
George Edmonds, had eloped for
parts unknown with Mrs. Mitchell.

Mitchell took his babe in his
arms and walked through coun-
try roads to his friends in the
Whitlock neighborhood, three
miles from town where he left it,
swearing that he would search the
earth over until he found the base
wretch who has brought this sor-
row to his home, and if the law
set his brother free after he had
found him and turned him over
to its custody, he would shoot him
dovm in the courtroom then and
there.

Later inquiries have led
Mitchell to the belief that the er-
rant couple may have been plan-
ning on relocating to the Hunts-
ville area and all readers are asked
to keep a sharp eye peeled. Our
community cannot welcome or
condone such dastardly deeds.
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Gift Shoppe &

Old Huntsville Book of
Recipes and Remedies

Volume 2 $15.95

Hard to find recipes and wonderful timeless
tips! One of the most unique cookbooks you
will ever own with some of the best recipes
you will ever taste!
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A Letter

Charles 0. Shepherd was a
well known figure in 19th century
Huntsville. He was an educator
by profession and was a member
of the faculty at the Green Acad-
emy. He volunteered for service
in the Confederate Army in the fall
of 1861, enlisting in a Madison
County company called the North
Alabama Cavaliers.

Shepherd remembered his
military service in a 1909 letter
to the son of an old comrade. In
it he did some straight talking
about an “unmitigated scoundrel”
named Warren Reese:

Dear Willie:

Our company was organized
in September, 1861, at Byrd's
Spring, four and one half miles
west of Huntsville. We remained
in camp at Byrd’s Spring until the
1st of November when we were
ordered to join Forrest's com-
mand at Hopkinsville, Kentucky.
We reached Hopkinsville about
the middle of November and were
enrolled in Forrest's command as
Company 1.

At the fall of Fort Donelson,

most of the Company were cap-
tured and remained in prison un-
til the summer of 1863. We were
reunited once more in Huntsville
and remained there until Septem-
ber ‘63, when we were ordered to
report to Gen. Joe Johnston at
Dalton, Georgia. He sent us to
Gen. Wheeler at Tunnel Hill, Ga.,
with whom we remained until the
close of the war, when we surren-
dered at Greensboro, North Caro-
lina in April, 1865.

Gen. Wheeler had our escort
company. The notorious Warren
Reese of Montgomery, Alabama, I
expect you have heard of. He ap-
propriated my company, for Davis
had resigned, and I was captain
of a second escort, and used the
two companies numbering about
200 men as an escort or body
guard until January, 1985. Then
out of the two escort companies
(mine and Reese’s) and the frag-
ments of other commands deci-
mated by death and sickness and
without officers, Wheeler formed
the 12th Alabama Cavalry Regi-
ment, of which he made Reese
Colonel and Pointer (one of his
staff) Lieut. Colonel. It was aras-
cally piece of business and I pro-
tested against it and never did for-
give Wheeler for it. Itold him that
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Reese was a contemptible horse
jockey and tinhom gambler, and
would desert before the war was
over, which he did less than six
weeks after his appointment.
Poor Pointer, I liked him. He com-
mitted suicide in New York City
about a month ago, driven to it by
poverty. He had the same opin-
ion of Reese I had, that he was an
unmitigated scoundrel. We were
enrolled in that regiment as Com-
pany 1, and your father and I sur-
rendered with it at Greensboro,
N.C. in April, 1865.

Give my love to Henry.

Yours truly,, C.O. Shepherd

If you eat the rﬁqlﬂl fhinqs

when you openlf l]UI'IQPLJ,

fhen you WOI’IIi eof H’)e wreng

H’linqs when you are |1unqrq.

Coﬂleq Cameq

The city Mayor, has issued
strict orders to the Huntsville po-
lice bearing on the violation of the
Sunday liquor law.

He told the police yesterday
that hitherto they had been too lax
in their efforts to keep the back
doors and side entrances of the
saloons in the city closed, and that
hereafter they must watch keenly
and let no case of a violation of
this law escape their notice.

He also enjoined upon them
the necessity of preserving the
peace and dignity of the city by ar-
resting every man found drunk
on the streets on Sunday. He told
them that they must make arrests
even when the party was not dis-
orderly, as drunkenness itself was
a crime he would not pass over
lightly

from 1894 newspaper
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Leeman
Ferry
Road

by Jack Harwell

While the origins of most road
names are obvious some, how-
ever, seem to defy any attempt at
logical explanation. Leeman Ferry
Road is a good example. Who is
this Leeman? What ferry? The
only body of water the road comes
close to is the Big Spring Branch.
And why does a street named for
ariver crossing lead instead to the
city landfill? The precise answers
to these questions have been ob-
scured by the passage of time, but
it's still possible to learn a little
about such things, even at this
stage.

There actually was at one
time, a ferry on the Tennessee
River called Leeman Ferry, oper-
ated by one William Leeman. ( I
should point out here that re-
search for this story turned up at
least four different spellings of the
man’s name. To avoid confusion
we will stick with the one that ap-
pears on all the street signs.)

Rivers were the primary
means of transportation in pio-

of the Appalachians. But they also
were barriers to overland move-
ment. The technology of the day
would not allow for the construc-
tion of bridges, so ferries were
used.

Leeman’'s Ferry was one of
seven ferries mentioned in the
minutes of the first meeting of the
Cotaco County Court in March of
1819. (Cotaco County was re-
named Morgan Countyin 1821.)
Within a year another three ferry
operators had been granted li-
censes. One of the latter was op-
erated by one Hopkins Lacy,
brother of John Lacy, for whom
Lacey’s Spring is named. Mr.
Leeman placed his ferry near
Lacy’s, about three miles down-
stream from Ditto Landing.

Leeman apparently got into
ferrying in a big way. In his his-
tory of Madison County, A Dream
Come True, James Record says
that Leeman provided stock pens
and cabins on both sides of the
river for his customers. To pro-
vide access to his facility, he cuta

road from the Whitesburg road
west to the site of the ferry. This
could be called the first Leeman
ferry road. It roughly paralleled
the current Green Cove Road.
Records further state that
Leeman seems to have had all the
business he could handle.

Exactly how long Leeman'’s
ferry stayed in business is not cer-
tain. But with more than a dozen
ferry operators essentially
duplicating each other’s services,
it seems likely that competition
would soon reduce their num-
bers. Nor is it known if the ferry
survived Leeman himself, who
died in mid-century and may be
buried at the Leeman Cemetery
near Somerville. The ferry is
shown on Civil War maps as
“Leman’s” Ferry and also on a
state map published in 1892.
Leeman Ferry remained the place
name for close to a century and
appears on maps published as
late as 1918.

At the beginning of this cen-
tury there were still two ferries
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crossing the river between Madi-
son and Morgan Counties, one at
Whitesburg and one at Triana.
With the coming of the automo-
bile, however, the days of the river
ferries were numbered. New and
better roads were being built for
motorists. Bridges were finally
appearing, thanks to the availabil-
ity of steel. The Keller Memorial
Bridge was the first, opening in
1928 at Decatur, a town that grew
up around, what else? - a river
ferry. Soon bridges began appear-
ing all up and down the Tennes-
see valley, including the Houston
Bridge at Guntersville and the
Comer Bridge at Scottsboro.
When the Whitesburg Bridge
opened in 1931, it killed not only
the ferry at Whitesburg but the
one at Triana as well, forever
stunting that town's growth. The
Leeman Ferry road now went no-
where.

Leeman Ferry Road reap-
peared in 1928, beginning at
Huntsville Hospital and running
south to the old ferry site. On city
maps it was called “Leeman Ferry
or Triana Road,” apparently so
there would be no doubt as to
where the road led. As the city
grew, the street layout changed
and Leeman Ferry (or Triana)
Road got shuffled. The section

BARBER SHOP

Full Service Master Barber
* Call anytime * leave message

533-5714

805 Regal Dr., #7
Huntsville, Ala. 35801

nearest the hospital became
Sivley Road, and remains so to-
day. The northern terminus of the
road moved to Clinton Avenue,
near the Pollard Street intersec-
tion. Then in the mid-1950s, Me-
morial Parkway chopped the
road in two. (Spelling was not
standardized at that point: the

name was spelled “Lehmarf" on
maps of the day.) By that time, of
course, the road no longer went
anywhere near Leeman Ferry (or
Triana, either), since the southern
part of the road was on land that
the U.S. army took for Redstone
Arsenal. Recently, the part that
lies east of the Parkway was re-
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and a FREE Retirement Consultation
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named as an extension of Mon-
roe Street.

The site of the ferry is just
west of the Civilian Recreation
Area on Redstone Arsenal. There
is a rock bluff there, still listed on
topographical maps as “Lehman’s
Bluff.” Somewhere near that bluff,
Mr. Leeman built his ferry, com-
plete with cabins, and left his
name to history - though not, per-
haps, in the way he intended.

Mapriaqes are surelq made
in heaven. Buf so again,

are Ihunder’, iornaclos uncl

liql’\fninq.

Old Huntsville
Magazine

North Alabama's most
popular Magazine

To subscribe send $15.00 to:
Old Huntsville,
716 East Clinton Av.,
Huntsville, AL 35801
or call 534-0502
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Bob Hale's
Place

by Walt Terry

A few years ago there was a
place on a hill just southeast of
where Huntsville Hospital is now.
At that location, with the proper
credentials, a rustic fellow in a
black cowboy hat would sell you
beer or a pint of "Kopper Kettle"
on any day of the week.

The place, just off Governor's
Drive, was reminiscent of an old
fashioned country barnyard,
shaded by huge oak trees. Chick-
ens pecked and clucked, lop eared
dogs lazed wherever they hap-
pened to collapse. Weathered
tables and chairs and benches
were scattered around. Often as
not, there was a checker game in
progress, and horseshoes clanged
against metal stobs.

At somewhat inflated prices,
you could buy a six pack or a pint
for take-out, or for consumption
on the premises if your behavior
was within Bob's bounds of ac-
ceptance. Coarse language and
fighting were out of those bounds.

Comforting
Companions
In Home

maintain interdependency.

Assisted Living

- a positive step toward staying in your own home

We can help with exercise, meal preparation, daily personal
maintenance, and provide good wholesome companionship.
We pledge to provide caring, quality service to help you

Latreida Moss - 772-0700

Bob had to know who he was
accommodating. Since I was not
a'regular," I sometimes found he
had forgotten my last visit. Then,
he'd ask with narrowed eyes,
"Now who are you?" In the early
days of my occasion visits, I'd give
a good part of my life's history.
Later, I learned the door opened
wide for me when I dropped the
name of my great uncle T.T. Terry,
who had made the slogan, " Great
Is The Power Of Cash," a trade-
mark for his store here in Hunts-
ville.

And so it was that "cash-
power" began to bring me a pint
of whiskey to take home.

Some of Bob's less apprecia-
tive clients suspected his pints
were a mite "watered down," since
the labels were often loose. I con-
sidered this a part of his overhead.
(And, anyhow, I was not about to
strain my relationship with him.)

Eventually, I established a
nodding friendship with him when
ever our trips to the ABC Store
coincided. (He might have thirty
or forty pints of "Kopper Kettle,"
or the like, lined up on the counter
for his inspection and purchase.)

Bob Hale probably came to
know me better than a lot of
people, and I had good reason to
appreciate the hospitality he af-
forded in his homey barnyard.

Lost

On the Southside of the
courthouse Square in Hunts-
ville, a tan gentlemen's wallet

containing approximately
twelve hundred dollars in cur-
rency. A ten dollar reward will
be paid to the person who re-
turns it intact. I can be
reached through the offices of
this newspaper.
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Cato Carter was born a slave
in Limestone County. He later
emigrated to Texas but moved
back to North Alabama around
1920. These memoirs were re-
corded in 1927.

When my marster and the
other mens on the place went off
to the War, he called me and said,
“Cato, you is always been a
‘sponsible man, and I leave you
to look after the womens and the
place. IfI don't come back, I want
you to always stay by Mis’ Adeline,
he said, “Then I can go away
peaceable.”

We thought, for along time, the
sojers had the Federals whupped
to pieces, but they was plenty bad
times to go through. I carried a
gun and guarded the place at
nighttime. The paddyrollers was
bad. I captured them and took
them to the house more times
than one. They wore black caps
and put black rags over their
faces, and was always
skullduggerying around at night.
We didn't use torches anymore
when we went around at night,
‘cause we were afeared. We put
out all the fires around the house
at nighttime.

The young mens in the grey
uniforms used to pass so gay and
singing in the big road. Their
clothes was good, and they looked
so fine, and we used to feed them
the best we had on the place. Mis’
Adeline would say, “Cato, they is
our boys, and give them the best
this place ‘fords. * We took out

the hams and the wine, and we
killed chickens for them. That
was at first.

Then, the boys and mens in
blue got to coming that way, and
they was fine-looking mens, too,
and Mis’ Adeline would cry, and
she would say, “Cato, they is just
mens and boys, and we got to feed
them.” We had a pavilion built in
the yard, like they had at picnics,
and we fed the Federals on that.
Three times, the Federals said to
me, “We is going to take you with
us.” Mis’ Adeline let into crying
and say to the Yankee gentlemen,
“Don’t take Cato. Many of my
niggers has run away to the North,
and Cato is the only man I got by
me now. If you take Cato, I just
don't know what I will do. “Itell
them that so long as Ilive I got to
stay by Mis’Adeline, and that un-
less somebody forces me away, I
ain’t gwine to leave. I say, “I got
no complaints to make. I'want to
stay by Old Mis’ till one of us die.”
The Yankee mens say to Mis’
Adeline, “Don’t ‘sturb yourself,
Miss. We ain't gwine to take him
nor harm nothing of yours.”

The reason they was all right

by us was ‘cause we prepared for
them. But with some of the folks
they was rough something ter-
rible. They took off all their
horses and their corn.

I have seen the trees bend low
and shake all over and heard the
roar and the popping of cannon-
balls. There was springs round
and about, not too far from our
place, and the sojers used to camp
there at one of the springs and
build a fire to cook a mule, ‘cause
they got down to starvation. And
when some of the other gorillas
[guerrillas) would see the fire, they
would aim to the fire, and many
is the time they spilled the dinner
for the sojers. The Yankees did
it, and our boys did it, too. There
was killing going on so terrible,
like people was dogs, and some
of the old ones said it was near to
the end of time, ‘cause of folks
being so wicked.

Mr. Ol came back, and all the
others did, too, but he came back
first. He was all wore out and
ragged. He stood on the front
porch and called all us to the front
yard. He said, “Mens and
womens, you are today as free as

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

Its Planting Time/

All types of Garden and Lawn Supplies
e e ——— e i S

2215 Holmes Ave.
534-5037
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Iam. You is free to do as you like,
‘cause the damned Yamkees done
‘creed that you are. But they ain't
a nigger on my place that was
born here or ever lived here that
can't stay here and work and eat
to the end ofhis days, as long as
this old place will raise peas and
goobers. Go ifyou wants or stay
ifyou wants."

Some of the them stayed and
some went. And some that had
run away to the Narrth came back.
They always called real humble-
like at the back gate to
Mis'Adeline, and she always fixed
it up with Mr. 01 that they could
have a place.

Near to the close of the War, I
seen some of the folks leaving for
Texas. They said ifthe Federals
win the War, you have to live in
Texas to keep the slaves. So
plenty of them started driftin’ their
slaves to the West. They would
pass with the womens riding in
the wagons and the mens on foot.

When some of them came back,
they said that it took three weeks
to walk the way. Some of them
took slaves to Texas, even after the
Federals done ‘creed a brealiing-
up.

Long as I lived, I minded what
my white folks told me, but once.
They was a nigger working in the
fields, and he -kept jerking the
mules, and Mr. 01 got mad, and
he gimme a gun, and he told me
to go out there and kill that man.
I said, “Mr. 01, please don't tell me
to do that. T ain'tnever killed any-
bodly, and I don't want to.” He said,
“Cato, you do what I tell you.” And
he meant it. I went out to the
nigger and [ said, “You has got to
leave this minute, and I is, too, I
cause [ is s'pose to kill you, only I
ain’t, and Mr. 01 will kill me.” He
dropped the lines, and we ran and
crawled through the fence, and
ran away.

I'hated to go, ‘cause things was
so bad. Flour sold for twently-five

dollars a barrel, and pickled pork
for fifteen dollars a barrel. You
couldn't buy nothing ‘lessn you
had gold. I had plenty of Confed-
erate momney, only it don't buy
nothing. But today, I am a old
man, and my hands ain't stained
with no blood, and I is always been
glad that I didn't kill that man.
Mules run to a turrible price.
A right puny pair of mules sold
for five hundred dollars. But the
Yamkees give me a mule, and I
farmed that year for a white man,
and I had a job all the time to
watch a herd of mules. That year,
[ was bound out by agreement
with a white man, and I made
three hundred and sixty dollars.
The Bureau [Freedimen’s Bureau]
came by that year looking at the
contracts with the niggers to see
they don't get skunt out of their
rightful wages from the white
folks. Mis' Adeline and Mr. 01
didn't stay mad at me, and every
Sunday they come by to see me




and bring me little delicate things
to eat.

The Carters said they were
regretful a hundred times that
they never learned me to read or
write, and they said my dada had
put up five hundred dollars for me
to go to the New Allison School for
colored people. Istarted in, and
Miss Benson, a Yankee lady, was
my teacher. I was twenty-nine
years old and ‘ust starting in the
blue-back speller. I was there a
little while, when one morning at
ten o’clock my pore old mammy
came by and called me out. She
tells me that the niggers she was
living with and working with done
put her out of the place, ‘cause she
wasn'ta good hand. Itold her not
to worry, that I was the family man
now,, and she didn’t never need
to get three quarter hand wages
anymore.

For years, I turned my hand
to anything I could find to do, and
I never had trouble finding work,

I left my mammy with some
fine white folks, and she raised a
whole family of they chillun for

them. Their name was Bryan,
and they lived on a little bayou.
Them younguns was crazy about
her, and they used to send me
word not to worry about my little
black mammy, ‘cause she would
have the best of care, and when
she died, they was ‘tendin’ to her
buryin’.

I got a job splitting rails for
two years, and from then on have
farmed, mainly. I married a
woman and lived with her forty-
seven years, rain and shine. We
had thirteen chillun, but only eight
of them are living today.

After the big war, (WW1) I got
worried about my little black
mammy and I wanted to go back
to see her and the old places. I
went, and she was shriveled up
to not much of anything. Thatwas
the last time I saw her. But, for
forty-four years, I didn’t forget to
send her things I thought she
would want. Isaw Ol Marster. He
had married after I went away,
and raised a family of chillun. I
saw Mis’ Adeline, and she was a
old woman. We went out and
looked at the tombstones and the
rock markers in the graveyard on
the place, and some of them had
nearly melted away. 1looked good
at lots of things, ‘cause I knew I
wouldn't be that way again. So
many had gone on, since I had
been there before.
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Gill Diamond
and Jewelry, Inc.

Diamonds & Jewelry at Wholesale
Price plus Brokerage Fee

Diamonds
Gold
Chains
Bracelets
Earrings
Pearls
Colored Stones
Citizen Watches
Wedding Bands

R
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Bring This A d 111 For
Free Ring Cleaning!

Don Gill, Graduate Gemologist (GIA),
25 years experiance
3609 Memorial Parkway
www.gilldiamond.com
(256) 883-8388

Bennett Nurseries

We grow more than 500 varieties of
Perennials / Plants that come back
everyyear.

7002 Mem. Parkway N

Toy Store

Specializing in the
Service & Restoration of
Fine British Automobiles.

[256) 535.0703
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The 1934 Ml Mife

Armed Men Ruled The Streets As Union Leader Kidnapped

n mid July 1934, after

months of mediation and
agitation, nearly 4,000 Huntsville
cotton mill workers went on
strike, part of a nationwide strike
that quickly ensnared the entire
textile industry in America.

The walkout brought violence
to the. streets in the form of kill-
ings, kidnappings, assaults,
shootings and bombings.

A cloud of fear hung over
Huntsville like poisonous vapors
seeping into the ‘hearts of the
populace. No man, woman, child;
home or business was safe. Liv-
ing here was dangerous.

Mill owners across the nation
refused to negotiate, threatening
to hire strikebreakers to quell any
riotous activity by the strikers.

Then on July 17, the Fletcher
mill opened at the regular hour,
but closed within three hours.
Noisy strikers were clamoring in
the street outside the mill and it
appeared that major violence
would erupt at any second. Sens-
ing the severity of the situation, the
nonunion employees chose to
leave their jobs rather than con-
front the unruly pickets.

Police and deputies armed
with tear-gas, rifles and machine
guns were called to the scene as
the strikers grew more boisterous,
but the crowd dispersed when the
officers arrived.

Merrimac was the next mill to
close as strikers, under the lead-
ership of state union organizer
Albert Cox, went through the
building telling workers to leave.
The mill emptied in minutes.

Lincoln and Dallas mills

closed when the night shifts came
off duty.

John Dean, representing the
United Textile Workers of America,
urged strikers to maintain picket
lines and prevent the mills from
running,

Carloads of strikers, armed
with shotguns pistols, knives,
baseball bats and anything else
that could serve as weapons,
cruised the streets shouting and
waving their weapons, intimidat-
ing anyone who might have had
thoughts about going to work.

A meeting of the Dallas Mill
workers was held at the old Meth-
odist Church on Humes Avenue.
Monroe Adcock, president of the
Dallas local union, presided and
urged that no destruction of mill
property take place during the
strike. He also asked that all
union members refrain from us-
ing intoxicating liquors while the
strike was in progress.

The following day reports of
trouble sent police racing to the
Admiral Braid Company. A
crowd of a few hundred men had
gathered outside the plant when
it was reported that an attempt
was going to be made to move a
load of merchandise. The report
was false and the crowd dis-
persed without incident.

On July 30, special deputies
guarded the Tennessee River
Bridge between Decatur and
Huntsville as rumors indicated
that a motorcade of more than
500 striking textile workers from
Huntsville were en-route to
Decatur in an effort to urge the
textile workers there to join the

strike.

Earlier in the day, three union
men were attacked on a street
comer near the Goodyear fabric
plant in Decatur. The aforemen-
tioned union local head, Monroe
Adcock, was shot in the leg and
Isaac Bullard and Bumice Rigsby
were injured in an alteration with
three unarmed men. Special

Stanlieo's
Sub Villa

Phone in your order and it will be
ready at our Call-In window.
(usually 15 minutes)

Over 31 different Subs fo
choose from!

Two convenient locations to serve you.
607 Jordan Lane 837-7220
602 Governors Drive536-6585

Open 7 Days Weekly

Monday-Friday 9:002m-£5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-10:00pm

Sunday 11:002m-2:00pm

Hollywood 18

ALL STADIUM SEATING
DTS AND DOLBY
DIGITAL SOUND
3312 South Memorial Parkway
Huntsville, AL 35801
256-883-1101

Madison Square 12

ALL STADIUM SEATING
DTS AND DOLBY STEREO
5905 University Drive
Huntsville, AL. 35806
256-830-6831




guards were placed around the
Goodyear plant.

Early Sunday morning, Au-
gust 6, John Dean, leader of the
strike in Alabama, was kidnapped
from his room on the sixth floor
of the Russel Erskine hotel by four
men and taken at gunpoint to
Fayetteville. During the ride he
was beaten about the head with a
pistol. His abductors, in a bizarre
move, then registered him at the
Pope Hotel there where he man-
aged to, according to the porter,
initiate a call to his friends in
Huntsville. In less than an hour a
dozen automobiles, filled with
armed men, arrived in Fayetteville
to rescue their leader.

Instead of returning to his ho-
tel, Dean went into seclusion at
the home of George Davis on F
Streetin Merrimac Village. Armed
guards were placed around the
house to prevent further kidnap-
ping

During the time of Dean’'s
abduction 400 angry men, most
of them carrying guns, gathered
near the Russel Erskine Hotel.
They had heard of the abduction
and were seeking the men respon-
sible. The mayor sent a large con-
tingent of police to the hotel, pre-
venting the mob from getting out
of hand.

Strikers sat up roadblocks at
each road leading into Huntsville.
Automobiles going in and out of
the city were stopped by strikers
brandishing weapons who said
they were looking for the kid-
napped man, not knowing that he
had returned and was in hiding.

The situation was becoming
serious. Most of Huntsville's citi-
zens were afraid to leave their
homes. Gangs of armed men
roamed the town looking for
would-be strike breakers and
terrifying everyone with whom
they came into contact. Some-
times as many as eight carloads

of strikers would slowly caravan
through downtown.

With strikers demanding that
the city take action, Solicitor (dis-
trict attorney) James Price an-

nounced that the Grand Jury

would meet the following Monday
and that a warrant had been is-
sued in the kidnap case. Fearful
that the crowd would take the law
in its own hands, the sheriff re-
fused to name the persons in-
volved until the arrests had been
made.

Monday morning found alarge
crowd assembled downtown
awaiting the days events. In an
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act of bravado, Dean drove in
from Merrimac and casually
breakfasted at the Central Cafe
downtown while armed body-
guards patrolled the sidewalks out
front.

Meanwhile, the Grand Juryre-
turned an indictment against
James Conner, a mill worker.
When word spread that the own-
ers of the cotton mills might have
been responsible for Dean’s kid-
napping, the pent-up fury of the
strikers exploded.

Rumors that downtown stores
were going to be dynamited
caused additional deputies to be

Caregivers with character!

Reliable caregivers provide up to 24
hour nor-medical care in your home.
Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework,
companionship. Affordable rates.

Top Background Checks,

Visiting Angels

Louie Tippett,
Owned and Operated _—

V254
J um\'!o l

United
Fire & Water
DAMAGE |

Restoration
533-7163

United Cleaning

Service |
209 Parkway Drive

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

MaslpCar)
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called in, but the day passed with-
outincident.

Threats agaimst the indicted
Mr. Comner caused guards to be
placed at his home. They were
called off that same afternoon
when it was realized that Comners
had left town for parts unkmown.

Cars were not permitted on
streets where union leaders lived,
unless permission was first ob-
tained from the strikers. Armed
guard was maintained through-
out the night and augmented the
following morning by additional
strikers.

The. Thomas plant, forced to
shut down when the strike began,
reopened next day with a limited
crew despite threats from the
strikers.

Before the plant could begin
operating at full capacity it was
invaded by a gang of strikers from
Merrimac Mills and Erwin Mills,
despite protests by the foremen.
The workers were quickly as-
sembled and ordered to quit work
and leave the building by the
spokesman ofthe strikers.

Willlram Fraser, manager ofthe
Thomas Mill, later identified the
leader as Henry Parmlee, the
union leader at Merrimac. Fraser
said the strikers igmored the
“posted” signs displayed at the
entrance to the mill.

On Amgust 13, the kidnap
charge agaimst Comner was
stricken from the docket of the

Grand Jury and a lesser charge
of "Whitecappimg™ was entered.
Whitecapping was defined as “an
act to prevent and punish the for-
mation or comtinuance of con-
spiracies and combinations for
certain unlawful purposes.”

Random acts of violence
continued. Almost everyone sus-
pected ofbeing a friend of the Mill
owners were accosted and intimi-
dated.

On Sept. 3, three charges of
dynamite damaged the grocery
store of Mrs. R. Waiflkins on Pike
Street in Memrimac Village. The
explosion brought a crowd to the
scene.

Shortly before daybreak,
strikers were brought out of their
beds by bugle calls and gunshots.
Armed strikers rushed into the
city from Lincoln Village after be-
ing told of trouble at the Fletcher
mills. They returned home when
everything was found quiet. A
group ofyoung women decided to
ignore the picket line and return
to work, but they were pushed to
the ground by the angry strikers.
Igmoring the girls' screams of pro-
test, the strikers produced a pair
of scissors and proceeded to
roughly cut their hair.

A short while later, residents
of Lincoln watched the stramge
sight of four bald-headed girls be-
ing paraded down Mieridian
Street.

City offficials asked that a fed-
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THE PO-BOY FACTORY

Open Tuesday - Saturday 11:00AM - 8:00PM
818 Andrew Jackson Way (Located in Five Points) 539-3616

Fresh Boiled
Crawfish, Crab and
Shrimp (in season)

Ask About Our Weekend
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Oysters "on The Half-shell”
and Spicy Boiled Crabfegs

eral mediator be brought in.
Something had to happen.
Huntsville could not continue liv-
ing under a cloud of terror.
Judge Petree, mediator, and
his staffarrived in Huntsville and
immediately went into a confer-




ence with union leaders. After the
meeting at the Davis house, where
John Dean had established his
headquarters, Petree then con-
ferred with the officials of the
Erwin mill, which had been try-
ing to reach an agreement for sev-
eral days.

On Sept. 22, before the me-
diator could work out a compro-
mise, the great textile strike
ended. National Union leaders
had reached a settlement.

Thousands of Huntsville tex-
tile workers responded to the
union lead and returned to work.

Peace had returned to Hunts-
ville.

No charges were ever filed
against anyone for the hundreds
of acts of lawlessness committed
during the strike. “It was,” as one
old-timer remembers, “as if
Huntsville just wanted to forget."

Woman Shot
Brother-In-Law

from 1894 newspaper

Charles Brownstead, while
intoxicated, went to the house
of his brother, William
Brownstead, who was away
from home, and broke in the
front door at midnight and was
met on the stairway by Mrs.
William Brownstead, who shot
him in the arm, inflicting a
painful wound.

The errant brother-in-law
was apparently angry at Mrs.
Brownstead who had earlier
unceremoniously dumped two
gallons of his whiskey into the
waters of Pin Hook Creek

Charles is in jail charged
with burglary, and his plucky
sister-in-law was acquitted by
the mayor.
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To Much Scrapping In Huntsville

Huntsville has shown up a big percent of immorality and evil
doing the past two days, as was evidenced by the number of cases in
the Mayor’s court yesterday morning and what will be had this morn-
ing,

A scrap occurred at Hotel Monte Sano yesterday between two
waiters, which resulted in one viciously using a razor on the other.

In the afternoon William Walker and his son became obstreper-
ous and had to be locked up.

There is entirely too much of this scrapping being indulged in
our city and our officers and Mayor Murphy should put a quietus
upon such practices and disturbances.

from 1894 newspaper

Celebration Yard Signe

Instead of a card ...SAY ITIN THE YARD
Delivery - Set Up - Pickup
We do all the work. You Have all the FUN!
Rent a personalized yard sign. Choose from:

Alabama signs w/elephants Auburn signs w/shakers

Storks Pink Champagne
Owl w/Pink Elephants
Flock O Flamingos Kiti Kats

0 Buzzards & Tombstones Panda Bears
Dino/Dinosaurs Herd O Cows
Flock O Crows Pack O Penguins
Spaceship w/Flag & Pinwheels Rabbit w/Carrots

Sportscar w/Flags & Traffic Signs
Teddy Bears

Call And Reserve (256) 883-4495

Skunk w/Skunk Family

g e

& Golf Club
at the Huntsville International Airport

Now Under New Management by
Tennessee Valley Golf Management, Inc.

Regular Rates: $25.00 w/cart - weekday
$30.00 w/cart - weekend

Senior Weekday $20.00
Senior Weekend $25.00
We now allow private carts with $5.00 drop fee
Senior (60 & above) Weekday pass—$400.00
Senior 7 day pass-$600.00
Single 7 day pass-$800.00
Family 7 day pass-$1200.00

346 James Record Rd.

Rediscover _
Sunset

Senior Rates:

{256) 464-5050
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Times
Were
Hard |

by Don Wynn

When I was growing up, my
Dad was constantly telling me and
my brothers stories about how
hard it was when he was a kid.
They plowed their fields with
mules, carried water from the well
and had a coal stove to cook with
and to heat the house. It was cold
in the winter time and hot in the
summer. Air conditioning meant
opening the windows and doors.
It must have been hard butI grew
tired of hearing about it.

Now, I am telling my kids sto-
ries about my childhood. Mama
didn’t drive us everywhere we
wanted to go. We walked alot and
rode bicycles when we had them.
We only had one TV and it was a

small black & white. For the first
few years that we had a TV, we
could only get one station which
meant that we never argued about
what we were going to watch. We
were outside all day, every day.
We did get to go to a movie every
week or two to see Roy Rodgers
or Gene Autry. They even showed
cartoons before the movies in
those days.

At the end of my speech about
“hard times,” I always tell my kids
that we had to walk about 2 miles
back and forth to school and it
was up hill both ways.

Performing
exciting Blues
and Rock music

Performing March 15 at the

Jazz Factory

109 North Side Square

S ince the early 1800s, when LeRoy
Pope built his home overlooking down-
town, Huntsville has been known for its beauti-
ful and historic homes.

We, at Innovative Builders, take pride in re-

Granny
Kitchen
Tips

- Have a large group and want
buttered corn on the cob? Getyou
a large pot of hot water and sev-
eral sticks of butter. Let the but-
ter melt, then dip in the cobs with
forks and pull out slowly. The
butter will stay on the cobs.

- To keep a cauliflower bright
white, add a little nfilk during the
cooking.

- When you are pounding meat
to tenderize it, pound flour into the
meat to prevent the juices from
escaping.

- To get a light and delicate
cruston coated, fiied chicken: add
about 3/4 teaspoon baking pow-
der to the batter and use club
soda as the dipping liquid.

- Peaches ripen quickly if you
put them in a box covered with

newspaper.

Specializing in Renovating & Remodeling Older Homes With Innovative Designs

modeling and renovating older homes to pro-
vide the space and comfort your family needs
while preserving the original integity of your
home.

Call us for a free estimate and let us show
you how innovation can add value to your home.

Additions - Remodeling - Custom Building
Licensed and Insured

IB Innovative Builders
250-895-06264 250-694-9288
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Lewter's Hardware Store
{} IR

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 lb. barrel
of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777







