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Sal Vizzini was controversial
and his methods unorthodox.
There was no middle ground; he
was either hated or respected.

When he was hired to be
Huntsville's Police Chief, few
people knew anything about his
background. Much ofit was un-
documented or labeled secret.

He was the top undercover
agent for the Nacotics Bureau and
worked with the CIA.

Officers of the Huntsville Po-
lice force, however, called him
paranoid and a tyrant. It was not
a match made in heaven.
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Vizzini

As the decade of the 1970’s
came to an end Mayor Joe Davis
was faced with one of the biggest
crises of his career. The police
force, firemen and utility workers
had gone on strike, crippling
much of the basic services that
Huntsville depended on.

Making matters even worse
was an investigation of the Hunts-
ville police department being con-
ducted by the State Attorney Gen-
eral. Evidence pointed to officers
being involved in crimes ranging
from extortion, prostitution,
blackmail, arson, gambling and
running a protection racket.
Some officers were accused of
accepting bribes to protect truck-
loads of beer being transported to
nearby dry counties. The report
essentially alleged that Police
Chief Eugene Sweeton had lost
control of the department.

Matters were forced to a head
in September of 1979 when the
grand jury, who had also been in-
vestigating the police department,
met with Mayor Davis and gave

him an ultimatum of three weeks
“to remedy problems in the lead-
ership of the Huntsville Police De-
partment.” Left unspoken was the
threat of a devastating grand jury
report that would be issued if
Davis refused to comply.

Several weeks later Davis
called representatives of the grand
jury to his office for a meeting. Af-
ter the normal pleasantries, Davis
divulged that he had decided to
replace Police Chief Sweeton. He
had already begun making inquir-
ies for a replacement and al-
though nothing was definite, one
person in particular had been rec-
ommended highly by top placed
officials in Washington. A prelimi-
nary check with government law
enforcement bureaus had re-
vealed the person to have an out-
standing background, although
much of it was of a nature impos-
sible to check out. Other parts of
his history seemed to simply not
exist, having been labeled “SE-
CRET”

“If we can get the man,” Davis
continued, “we had better do it
before some other city grabs him.”

Members of the grand jury left
the meeting pleased the Mayor
was taking steps to correct prob-
lems with the police department.
Although some of the members
still had reservations, they were
willing to give the Mayor the ben-
efit of the doubt. While walking
out of city hall, one person
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seemed to express the group's
sentiment when he turned to the
other members and asked, “Who
the hell is Sal Vizzini?”

Sal Vizzini grew up in a Sicil-
ian family in a rough part of Pitts-
burgh known as East Liberty. The
family lived in an apartment over
a pool room where he spent ev-
€ry spare moment practicing,

Before long, he earned arepu-
tation shooting pool against much
older and more experienced hus-
tlers who refused to believe they
could be beaten by a child. Later
he moved to Chicago, to an even
tougher neighborhood, where,
during World War 11, he enlisted
in the Marines at the age of sev-
enteen.

As a young Marine, Vizzini be-
gan to show traits that would fol-
low him throughout his life. He
was described as being “the per-
fect soldier who thrived on the
strict military discipline.” Officers
began to take notice of the young
soldier and he was posted to the
Marine Corp Language School to
learn the Japanese language be-
fore being posted to the South
Pacific. Eventually he would be-
come fluent in six different lan-
guages.

The next few years in Vizzini's
life are some what of a mystery. It
is known that he was involved in
heavy fighting during the invasion
of the islands and was later instru-
mental in pursuing Japanese war
criminals. Itis believed he served

in China for a period of time but
like so much of Vizzini's life, ex-
act details remain obscured.

After leaving the Marine Corp
Vizinni worked as an investigator
for the Air Force Provost Marshal.
While working a case on forged
government checks he made the
acquaintance of a Secret Service
Agent, Rufus Youngblood, who
talked him into applying for a job
at the Treasury Department.
Youngblood was the Agent who
was assigned to protect Vice Presi-
dent Johnson at Dallas when
President Kennedy was assassi-
nated.

When Sal Vizzini joined the
Bureau of Narcotics in 1953, he
already had all the abilities of a
perfect agent. One person de-
scribed him as a chameleon. He
could work undercover posing as
a sleazy pool hustler, or order fine
wines at a four star restaurant
with equal ease. He gave the per-
sona of a gentle, well spoken and
cultivated gentleman but had no
hesitation in placing the barrel of
a gun in a suspect's mouth if it
would make him talk.

Vizzini was also hard core.
When he was assigned to break
up a major heroin ring operating
across middle Alabama he used
the alias of Jimmy Patrick, and
with the aid of a junkie turned in-
former, began infiltrating the or-
ganization. One night after send-
ing the junkie to make a buy,
Vizzini picked the lock on the
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junkie's motel room door and
stole the kit he used to shoot up
with. Vizzini knew once the junkie
scored the heroin, he would prob-
ably hold some back for his own
use. He also knew the junkie
would be reluctant to inform on
anyone once he satisfied his crav-
ing,

When the junkie returned to
his room and found the syringe
missing he anxiously confronted
Vizzini, who confirmed that yes,
he had taken it. The junkie lis-
tened in stunned silence as the
agent explained the rew rules.
Every time the junkie shot up, he
had to do it in front of Vizzini and
answer any questions the agent
asked him. If he lied one time,
Vizzini would spill the heroin on
the floor.

Although Vizzini’s methods
were highly unorthodox, he suc-
ceeded in breaking up the ring. He
was quickly gaining a reputation
as an agent who could work for
long periods of time undercover
without support. More impor-
tantly, he was becoming known as
someone who produced results.

In 1958 Vizzini was sum-
moned to Miami by John Cusack,
the District Supervisor of the Bu-
reau of Narcotics. Cusack came
right to the point. The Bureau
wanted Vizzini to infiltrate an or-
ganization in Italy. He would have
top secret clearance and would be
posing as Mike Cerra, a major in

the Air Force who was supposed
to be stationed at Robbins Air
Force Base in Georgia where he
flew fighter jets back and forth
between the States and Italy.
Cusack went on to explain that he
wanted Vizzini to pose as some-
one who was not reluctant to
making a fast buck by flying con-
traband to the States. There would
be no back ups; if he got into
trouble he would have to handle
it himself.

His mission, as Cusack ex-
plained, was to get close to one
individual and try to gather intel-
ligence that might be helpful in
building cases. The individual was
Lucky Luciano, the reputed head
of the Mafia who was living in
Naples, Italy. Although Luciano
had been expelled from the States
years earlier, he was widely be-
lieved to still control most of the
Mafia organizations in America.

After traveling to Naples and
spending a few days to acclimate
himself, Vizzini appeared one af-
ternoon at a bar which Luciano
was known to frequent. An in-
former, who had been carefully
coached, provided the introduc-
tions.

Another agent, now retired,
described the next steps. “After
you meet, then comes the hard-
est part. You have to make him
like you so you can get invited
back. You have to make him feel
comfortable so he’ll talk. You can't
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talk too much and you can't be
shy. You have to remember your
cover story and act the part. One
mistake and you’ll end up in an
alley somewhere with your throat
cut. A good agent could win an
Academy Award any day of the
week.”

Although Vizzini never won an
award, he played the part well.
Over a period of months, suppos-
edly whenever he flew a jet in, he
developed a strong friendship
with Luciano, often attending the
races and having dinner with him.
At one point he was invited to
Luciano’s apartment where he
took the opportunity to burglar-
ize a filing cabinet. Among the
papers were lists of politicians
who were taking bribes, and a
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separate list of associates. Vizzini
was furiously copying the names
as fast as he could when his at-
tention was drawn to another
page where Luciano had made a
list of narcotic and undercover
agents.

As Vizzini quickly scanned the
list, one name in particular caught
his attention ... Sal Vizzini.

Part of Vizzini's strategy with
Luciano was to not crowd him; to
build a friendship slowly over a
long period of time. By using the
cover of a fighter pilot he had the
perfect excuse to drop out of
Luciano’s sight for long periods,
knowing he would be welcomed
even more heartily when he re-
turned.

During Vizzini’s absences
from Naples, the government re-
cruited him to work other cases
that required a certain expertise.
As one senior law enforcement of-
ficial in Washington recalled,
“James Bond was fiction but Sal
Vizzini was real. He got the job
done and no one asked many
questions.”

In Turkey he posed as a big
time opium dealer. When the sus-
pect realized he had been set up
he tried to kill Vizzini with a knife.
In a furious struggle the knife
blade broke off when it became
lodged in Vizzini's arm. In
Marseilles, France he posed as
Joseph Vento to infiltrate a gang
which was responsible for much
of the opium being smuggled into
the States. He went in as an ille-
gal; if he got caught he could ex-
pect no help from the United
States Government. His cover was
blown when he ran into a man
whom he had sent to prison years
earlier. Vizzini barely escaped,
seconds ahead, from a bunch of
hired Killers trying to collect the
bounty placed on his head by the
French underworld.

By this time Sal, Vizzini was

using so many aliases and cover
stories that even the Bureau was
having trouble deciding who he
was. In Beirut, Lebanon, Vizzini
posed as Mike Warner, a black
market gun dealer, while under
assignment to the C.I.A. In At-
lanta, Ga. he became Tony Tivoli,
a convict serving time in a Federal
prison. When he was ordered to
infiltrate a large drug operation on
the border of Thailand he met a
local warlord deep in the jungle
who had almost 150 million dol-
lars worth of opium on hand. The
warlord also had his own private
army making any kind of seizure
impossible. Unwilling to give up,
Vizzini returned one night and
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blew the camp up with satchel
charges. Tons of opium, as well
as a substantial part of a private
army, went up in smoke.

In the mid 1960’s United
States intelligence had developed
information that Cuban govern-
ment officials were heavily in-
volved in smuggling drugs into the
United States by way of San Juan,
Puerto Rico. The agent working
the case had been murdered and
Sal Vizzini was asked to take his
place. This time he posed as a
blackjack dealer in a casino who
was also interested in buying
large quantities of drugs.

The end of Vizzini’'s career as
an undercover agent came late
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one night on a dark street in San
Juan when four underworld en-
forcers accosted, and accused
him, of being a cop. In the brief
but furious struggle that followed,
Vizzini managed to kill two of the
assailants before losing con-
sciousness. The other two men
continued to work Vizzini over
with blackjacks and knives until
the sight of an approaching po-
lice car caused them to flee.

Sal Vizzini spent the next four
months in a Miami hospital. He
had suffered numerous knife
wounds, had four broken ribs,
three discs in his back were
crushed and he was partially
paralyzed in his legs. It took over
two years of intensive therapy be-
fore he could walk without a cane.

In 1966 Vizzini resigned from
the Bureau and became the Chief
of Police in South Miami, Florida.
The city had acquired a reputa-
tion as a drug haven and many of
its police officers had been impli-
cated in criminal acts. The new
chief approached his job with a
vengeance. He put word out on the
street, and within the police de-
partment, that times had
changed; drugs and police corrup-
tion would no longer be tolerated.

He was undoubtedly helped by
his reputation. Many of the offic-
ers had contacts within the Nar-

cotics Bureau and had learned of
Vizzini's exploits as an undercover
agent. As aresult, many regarded
him with a certain amount of awe.
His reputation was enhanced even
more when he was shotgunned in
the head and chest by a criminal
he was apprehending. Even
though he was a Chief of Police, a
certain amount of evidence sug-
gests that he continued to work
for the government, traveling at
least three time to Italy to infiltrate
the inner workings of the Mafia.
In 1979 Sal Vizzini was ap-
proached about becoming the
Chief of Police in Huntsville. Al-
though people offered all kinds of
speculations about why Vizzini
would want the job, the truth was
probably very simple. He was too
well known in Florida where at
least several contracts had al-
ready been placed on his life. One
source close to Vizzini said “he
just wanted to find a quiet place
and put the past behind him.”
His appointment as Chief, re-
placing Gene Sweeton, created a
whirlwind of controversy. Most of
the policemen had known one
another all their lives and had de-
veloped loyalties that were not
easily discarded. Many were per-
sonal friends of Sweeton, whom
they thought had gotten a raw
deal. Others said that if Sweeton
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had to be replaced it should have
been with Bobby Smith, who was
the Deputy Chief.

The bottom line was that Sal
Vizzini was an outsider and that
was exactly the reason Joe Davis
hired him. Most of the men on the
force were either good friends,
had gone to school together or, in
many cases, had gotten their jobs
because of whom they were kin
to. While no one denied the fact
the officers were good men, many
people said the force lacked the
professionalism a city the size of
Huntsville needed.

From the first day he was
sworn in as Police Chief, rumors
about Vizzini fed the gossip mills.
He had his car fitted with a re-
mote starting system in case
someone wired it for a bomb. He
was supposed to have had offic-
ers assigned to him as body-
guards. At one point there was
even a rumor about hired assas-
sins from Atlanta who were sup-
posed to kill Vizzini in his office
at Police Headquarters.

Adding to the confusion and
rumors was the fact that no one
knew much about Vizzini's back-
ground. Several officers, with con-
tacts in the Narcotics Bureau, be-
gan hearing rumors about the leg-
endary undercover agent but, as
one officer put it, “the stories were
so outlandish no one believed
them. We thought he was full of
bull.”

At first many of the officers
thought Vizzini was doing a good
job in bringing discipline to the
force and openly praised him, but
the honeymoon would not last.
Officers began complaining about

Advertise in
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the “imperial manner” in which he
issued orders and about the strict
“military” discipline he insisted
on. Many officers claimed he was
“nit picking” and micro managing.
When several officers complained
about these problems to the news
media, Vizzini ordered that no of-
ficer could talk to any news me-
dia without permission from the
department.

Vizzini was well aware that in
the past, many department poli-
cies had been governed by the
news media or the City Council
and was determined to put an end
to it. Any event that might cast the
department in a bad light, regard-
less of how trivial, would be in-
vestigated.

Within six months battle lines
were drawn between Sal Vizzini
and the members of the police
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force.

Events began coming to a
head when an officer was photo-
graphed by the Huntsville News
as he pulled a marijuana plant
from a flower bed in front of the
Huntsville Utilities where a prank-
ster had planted it. It was a trivial
event and the officer handled it
the same as any other seasoned
officer would. He pulled it up, got
rid of it and forgot about it.

“Vizzini,” according to one vet-
eran of the police force, “went bal-
listic. He saw the photograph as
embarrassing to the department
and was furious that one of his
officers broke his rule about the
press.”

Several days later the officer
was hauled before internal affairs
where he was grilled about the
incident and questioned about
why he did not fill out paperwork
on the “drug seizure.” He was re-
lieved of patrol duty pending an
investigation.

Needless to say, the morale of
the department began to sink to
an all time low. When Officer
Danny Barnes made a statement
about department morale during
a television interview, he was
brought before a disciplinary
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hearing. He later quit the force in
disgust. Another officer quit after
being accused of drinking, even
though he was off duty at the
time. One officer was forbidden
to go to a supermarket on his
Iunch break to eat with his wife,
who was an employee there, be-
cause someone had seen him and
thought he was shopping while on
duty. Another officer, after having
a disagreement with a supervisor,
was ordered to report to the Men-
tal Health Center for an evalua-
tion.

Most Police Chiefs would have
tried to work out any disagree-
ments they had with their men.
Sal Vizzini, however, was much
more direct. When he learned one
of the officers had made a com-
ment about wanting to shoot him,

I
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it was alleged that he invited the
officer into the office, laid a gun
on the desk, and told him to go
ahead if he was brave enough.
The officer later resigned.

Sal Vizzini clearly thought he
had a mandate to clean up cor-
ruption in the Huntsville Police
department but in fact there was
little, if any, corruption to be
found. Almost all of the previous
charges against the force and its
officers had proven baseless or
trivial. In spite of this, Vizzini con-
tinued to relentlessly pursue ev-
ery incident, real or imagined,
with the same fervor he had pur-
sued drug lords in the jungles of
Thailand.

“He kept looking for some-
thing that wasn't there,” recalled
aretired police officer. “And when
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7538 Mem. Pkwy. S. 828-0106



he didn't find anything, it just
made him more determined to
keep looking.”

Many officers were openly ac-
cusing Vizzini of being paranoid
and delusional, especially after an
officer publicly accused him of
having articles placed in police
cars to test their honesty. Angry
police officers became almost a
regular feature at the City Coun-
cil meetings where, in often highly
emotional confrontations, they
complained of being harassed to
the point where they could not do
their jobs.

By 1984 seventy five officers
had resigned from the Huntsville
Police force. Despite the claims
raised by the officers, Mayor
Davis and the majority of the city
council continued to support the
Chief. It was evident the depart-
ment was acquiring a certain pro-
fessionalism it never had before.
Paperwork was being filled out on
time, training procedures made
much stricter and even the patrol
cars looked a bit cleaner.

Troubles continued to build
however. Many of the officers al-
leged they were pressured to
make quotas in arrests which re-
sulted in shoddy police work.
Over a dozen citizens filed suits
against the city claiming they had

been abused by the police depart-
ment. One couple filed suit and
received a $10,000 settlement
when their home was wrongfully
searched by the police. Three
other suits cost the city $92,000
when officers served warrants on
the wrong homes.

In 1984 the Dallas based
Unimark Special Risk Insurance
Co. canceled Huntsville’s insur-
ance policy against negligence and
false arrests, citing the “high fre-
quency” of claims against the
city’s policemen and other public
officials.

The final straw came in May
of 1985 when three police offic-
ers entered a church, handcuffed
and arrested a member. After
searching the suspect and plac-
ing him in the police car, the offic-
ers realized they had made a mis-
take. They had arrested the wrong
man.

That incident, coupled with a
Grand Jury report in March of
that year, spelled the end of Sal
Vizzini’ reign as Chief of Police. In
September of 1985 Vizzini re-
signed under terms that allowed
him to continue on the city pay-
roll as a consultant until the fol-
lowing year when he would be eli-
gible for retirement.

Within hours of the announce-
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ment a local shop was selling T
shirts emblazoned with the logo
“I Survived Sal.” They sold out.

Sal Vizzini was controversial
and his methods unorthodox.
There was no middle ground; he
was either hated or respected.

In the end, however, he suc-
ceeded in the job he was hired for.
He laid the foundations for what
would become one of the best,
and most modern, police depart-
ments in the state of Alabama.

Old Huntsville wishs to thank
the numerous individuals and
members of organizations who
took time to answer our many
questions. Among these are the
CIA, FBI, DEA, the San Juan,
Puerto Rico Police Department,
South Miami Police Department,
members of the Huntsville Police
Department and many individu-
als who were members of the
Huntsville city administration.
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8412 WEITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841

3319 MEMORIAL PEWY., SW 881-4851

Dine in or camry out & our famous breaklast

Dine In or drive thru & our famous braakfast
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Sunday

600 Governors Drive

just East of Mem. Pkwy

irst Baptist

l Ian Church

9:00 Bible Study
10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Fellowship Supper
5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 -
"Your Place For Life"

News From

- Some excitement was cre-

5:00 Discipleship Training ated here today when it was
6:80Meighip learned that Dr. B. S. Pettus one
Wednesday

of the physicians who was sent
out by the authorities to vaccinate
the people in accordance with the
city ordinance, had been “treed”
by an infuriated citizen of the cot-
ton mill settlement and was in the
Superintendent’s office and the
man was on the outside with a
shotgun threatening to kill the

www.fbchsv.org

physician for having vaccinated
one of his children who is a mill
hand. The city sent out and
brought the enraged fellow in and
locked him up, and rescued the
medicine man from his perilous
condition. The man with the gun
will have to face the police court
on a charge of disorderly conduct
and will be vaccinated with a
heavy fine.

Childr’en

————

VRUGS'

L

"Old Tyme Friendly Service"

ERFUMERIES

‘The Only Discount Drug Store With Service"

717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center
AT&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
(256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

- The curfew rule was unex-
pectedly enforced last night by a
number of young men who
thought some of their friends were
on the streets too late. Some
record breaking runs were made
for home. As ameans of persuad-
ing the other fellow to run faster a
brick bat was shied close to his
heels - and the way the poor fel-
low ran was a sin. One or two
made theruninlessthan 1-Oina
four block race. The last seen of
him was a big cloud of dust that
many thought the street-sweeper
was working Madison Street,
while the other sucked the wind
out of Walker street, only slacking
his speed in turning corners, and
jumping ruts. The curfew is be-
ing enforced very strictly in some
parts of the city - and many
record-breaking home runs are
being broken.

- The “Tea Room” in charge of
the Guild of the Church of the
Nativity will be open again today
from 12 to 4 o’clock. The menu
embraces salads, croquettes,
stuffed ham, potatoes, sand-
wiches, etc., served with tea, cof-
fee or chocolate, charlotte russe,
orange ice, chocolate cream, and
cake. This is one occasion in
which the ladies are glad to see
gentlemen in their business suits.

- The ladies of the First Meth-
odist Church will give their Bazaar
and delightfully prepared meals
on the 18th, 19th, and 20th of No-
vember.

- The Bank of Stevenson
closed it's doors today, Charles
Alston, the cashier, having disap-
peared and it is alleged leaving his
accounts short. The amountis not
known. He was conceded to be
the best known and most popu-
lar young man in Jackson county,
being related to some of the best
families of this section, as well. He
was also superintendent of the
Methodist Sunday school.
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News Fom A
Confederate
Huntsville
In 1863

- We have intelligence from
Huntsville, Oct. 2nd that the en-
emy was expected there from New
Market on the 1st, but the report
of their coming was untrue. There
were none nearer than Winches-
ter, Tenn., and had not been for
about three weeks.

- The family of Geo. W. Lane,
Lincoln’s U.S. District Judge for
the State of Alabama, had arrived
some two or three weeks before,
and were making preparations for
a permanent residence, his wife
having returned to Nashville or

Allied

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & White & Color

Louisville for groceries. Itis said
that they had an escort of 60 Fed-
eral cavalry on their trip to Hunts-
ville. It was reported that Judge
Lane got to Stevenson, en route
for Huntsville, but was too drunk
to proceed further. Itis quite as
likely that “discretion, the better
part of valor,” interposed a most
potent reason for shortening his
journey.

- Wood and coal were scarce
in Huntsville - wood bringing $10
to $18 per load (little, if any, over
half a cord) in Confederate notes
and S8 in Federal greenbacks.
The planters around are so nearly
stripped of horses, mules, oxen
and wagons, that few of them can
haul wood. Some offer to give it
to citizens, if they will haul it, Oth-
ers seem disposed to grasp all
they can get of their fellow-suffer-
ers. The coal mines, in the vicin-
ity of Huntsville, were worked by
a Northerner and an Irishman,
when we left there, which may

"The concept is interesting,
but to earn better than a "C"
the idea must be feasible."

Yale Univ. professor in re-
sponse to Fred Smith's (FEDEX
founder) paper proposing over-
night delivery service.

‘-'. 4
b A7
Aadd o
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account for the greenbacks enter-
ing the market, in competition
with Confederate money to its dis-
paragement.

Run Away

Ran away from the sub-
scriber in Madison County, Ala.,
about the first of May, a Negro
fellow, named Austin, of com-
mon height, very stout, and
about thirty years old; has
short narrow white teeth, those
in front considerably sepa-
rated, and has a scar on his
forehead as a result of a dog
bite. $100.00 reward shall be
paid to the person delivering
this slave back to me.

Stith B. Spraggins

Jrom 1832 Hunstville paper

st

Huntsville's Newest Garden Center
Large Selection of Shrubs, Trees
Perennials and Annuals
~ Concrete Pottery - Cast Aluminum
Furniture and Gardening Gifts
Bulk Mulch Delivered!

Brian Walker...Certified Landscape Designer ® AL Nurseryman Professional

4904 Moores Mill Rd

¢ 8:30.5:00

Mon-Sat.

851.9975
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O Huntsville

Trivia

1808 - First whiskey distillery
opens in Huntsville, located next
to the Big Spring, and its prod-
ucts are sold by the barrel.

1809 - Land containing the Big
Spring is sold to Leroy Pope for
$23.50 per acre.

1820 - First tin can is sold in
Huntsville. L. B. Williams reports
throngs of people in his store to
see the novelty of “Food in a tin
can.”

1835 - The courthouse is sold
at auction for $419.00. Jesse Scott
was the auctioneer and James
Fant, a surveyor, was paid S5 to
find the exact center of the square.

1853 - Citizens of Huntsville
are in a uproar over the outra-
geous salaries paid to their pub-
lic officials. The Mayor made S300
annually, the clerk $100, and the
city Marshal made S500.

1867 - Huntsville is under Yan-
kee occupation. Military head-
quarters are set up at the Calhoun

House, and the Calhoun property
on the East side of the square was
used as a stable for Union horses.

1873 - Much joy in Huntsville’s
police department when City offi-
cials agreed to furnish uniforms
for “Huntsville's Finest.”

1888 - The drugstore belong-
ing to Dr. J. D. Humphrey causes
quite a sensation among the
young bloods in town by its ad
about a cigar “with a hole, that
you don't have to bite the end off
of."

Old Fashioned
Toothpaste

Want to make your own tooth-
paste? Take one teaspoon of
dried Irish Moss, a cup of water,
1 tsp. salt and a tsp. baking soda.
Bring the moss to a slow boil and
simmer for 15 minutes. Strain
the gel through silk cloth into a
small container. Mix the salt and
soda in, add a few drops of Chlo-
rophyll and 2 drops of oil of lico-
rice. Blend well, and use only a
small amount when you brush.

| joined a health club last
year and spent over $400.
| haven't lost a pound -
apparently, you have to
show up.
Sam Keith

Comforting
Companions

In Home Assisted Living

Specializing in care for Seniors,
Post Op, and Maternity Care,
as well as other

Special Needs Patients.

Interdependency simply means
to live your life independently.

Office: 256-772-0700
Cell: 256-316-0405
Fax: 256-461-1485
Email:
latreidamoss@aol.com

The SNonvoe Collection

Old Huntsville Photo Album - Volume Three

When D.C. Monroe moved to Huntsville in the 1800s

he fell in love with the city's rich and colorful heritage.
Almost immediately he began collecting photographs, a
tradition his family carried on for almost 100 years. This
collection eventually numbered over 3000 photographs,
many of which were on display at Monroe Business until it
closed in the 1990s.

Over 400 of these photographs have been selected
for Volume Three of the Old Huntsville Photo Album. It is
by far one of the rarest and most comprehensive collec-
tions of Huntsville photos ever offered to the public. The
album is on a CD for easy viewing, with text and full print-
ing capability. Only $15.95.

Shavers Bookstore
(205) 536-1604

2362 Whitesburg Drive
S
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Heard On
The Street
In 1880

- Last Saturday night some
malicious scoundrel killed a horse
belonging to Mr. H.W. Helm, the
well known blacksmith. The
horse, a very fine one, was in the
pasture bordering the spring
branch, and was killed by being
struck just above the eye with a
brickbat. We trust the perpetrator
may be discovered and appropri-
ately punished.

- Yesterday, in the Big Cove, a
man named Stewart Wishard was
shot and mortally wounded by a
man named R.S. Buford, who was
arrested. The trouble arose about
a dispute in regard to crops.
Wishard was cropping on
Buford’s place. It is thought
Buford was justifiable.

- We understand it is reported
through the country that yellow
fever is in Huntsville. This is un-
true. There has not been a single
case of yellow fever in Huntsville
up to this time.

- Mr. Timothy Murphy, of this
city, received a dispatch last Fri-
day from Canton, Miss., convey-
ing the sad information that his

wife, daughter and granddaugh-
ter were all down with yellow fe-
ver. Mr. Murphy left on the next
train for Canton, and it is re-
ported he has been seized with the
dread disease.

PS. Since writing the above we
have been informed that all of Mr.
Murphy’s grandchildren have the
fever, and that one of them has
died of the disease.

- Appeal to Mothers - Clothing
partially worn or outgrown, sheets
or bedding of any description.
remnants of calico such as always
accumulate in families - any of all
these articles are earnestly solic-
ited for the Orphans of the plague
stricken city of Memphis, and will
be thankfully received and imme-
diately forwarded if sent to Mrs.
S. R. Cruse, Adams Avenue.

- Miss Kate Erskine will open
a School at the residence of Mrs.
S. C. Erskine, on Franklin Street,
on Monday, the 2nd of September.
The patronage of the public is re-
spectfully solicited.

- Charles Rice, the one-eyed
Negro from Mr. Frank McClung's
place in Little Cove, was tried on
a complaint before Justice Figg,
last Saturday, charged with an at-
tempt to rape Linda Beasley, aged
IO years. Rice was arrested after
an investigation of the facts com-
mitted. He came from Jackson
County.

Owners:

Hartman & Sherl Hirscher
Service Manager: Randy Malone
Service Technicians: John & Pat

Roll Back/Wrecker - Pick-up & Delivery - Major & Minor Repairs
Quick Lube & Oil Change - On Board Computer Diagnosis - AC Repair

32 Years Of Excellent Service

HARTMAN'S CHEVRON

"Full Service You Can Depend On"

(256) 534-7180

Chevron

825 Madison Street
Huntsville, Al 35801
M-F 7:00 AM to 6:00PM
Sat. 8:00 AM to 5:00
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- Wanted - 10,000 pounds
dried fruit, for which the highest
price will be paid. T. J. Humphrey,
Hotel Building

I have to exercise early in
the morning before my
brain figures out what I'm
doing yet.

Cloud Nine

AMTA Massages
Your Home or Mine

Terese Stevens, L.M.T.
AL License #992

256.337.6989

[DALE]
MAWIN BY Fe=
IRECGRPDRATID

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

_— -

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801




page 16

Huntsville

Coffee Tall

by Aunt Eunice
With pearls of wisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

Hi there! Hope all my friends
are doing wonderful and enjoying
life. Spring break has been great.
We enjoy the traveling people that
come from different towns when
school is out. They come year af-
ter year and love this country
ham. And we love them.

Last month’s picture was
great. We had so much fun with
it. So many people called about
it. And guess who it was? My dear
friend Floyd Hardin! Finally, Dor-
othy Garitt guessed who he is,
and she brought three of her
friends to eat. They really had a
great time.

FirstI’ d like to say a great big
hello to a sweet lady that I love
very much who is having some
health problems. She is Carol
Grasham of Tuscumbia and the
mother of Brad. We are praying
for her, Brad and we love you.

Our dear friends, Buddy and
Billie Ruth Christian have been
married 48 years (not 8) last De-
cember 17. Congratulations and
I love you.

Hello Mrs. Bobby Clark from
Florence. She sure enjoyed the
ham and had a great time.

A fine customer of mine
wanted to tell his friends out there
that he has retired (James E.
Hollingsworth), and is really en-
joying life (living it up, that is).
Congratulations, James.

Does our mayor, Loretta
Spencer, ever get tired? I have
never seen anyone who attends so
many events and has a smile for
everyone.

Good to see Clarence and Ida
Mae Keel again. He looks like he’s
doing real well after his cancer
treatments. Also, it was good to
see Joyce Hoge. She drives the
Keels from Sand Mountain to the
doctors here, and they always
stop by to see me.

Unfortunately, everything isn't
always fun in a place like this. Two
of my dearest friends have gone
through some rough times since I
last wrote. My long time cooking
pal, Kurt Lineback’'s father was
killed in a train accident, and I

DEVELOPMENT
INCORFPORATED Hmn‘fgf:::&":
Heritage Station
King’s Ridge
Walker’s Hill

Creating Distinctive
Communities with Lifestyle
in Huntsville, Madison and Meridianville.

www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256.830.0083

www.cliftscove.net
www.heritageplantation.net
wwi.heritagestation.net

www.hkingsridge.net
www.walkershill.net

Sandra Steele, President

e ———— e

love Kurt so much and was very
sad for him. Also, my long time
friend Rick Ottman lost his lovely
wife, and his best friend, Sandy,
to cancer. Sandy always had a
smile. They used to eat with me
almost every Sunday after
church. Rick, we love you and the
family, and our sympathy goes out
to you all.

My good friend, Bob Brown’s
niece got married Saturday to
Benjie Grigsby. I know that Jo
Ann and Benjie are a happy
couple and will have a wonderful
life togeather. Love you.

My good friend Glenn Watson
is sure doing a great job on the
City Council, but he needs to stay
away from those "dang" cats!

At Beck Perice Memorial
Golf Course, the Executive
Women's Golf Association spon-
sored the 2" Annual golf tourna-
ment to benefit the Liz Hurley

The first person to correctly
identify the picture of this young
boy, shown below, wins a free
breakfast at Eunice's Country
Kitchen.

Hint: A very smart restaurant
employee who runs a restaurant
for someone else.
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Breast Cancer Fund c/o the
Huntsville Hospital Foundation.
Last year they raised $4,000. This
year they did $5,174. Isn’t that
great!

Governor Don Sigleman
paid us avisit on the weekend. He
is such a nice man and really en-
joys stopping by to visit with ev-
eryone. Love you, Don.

Ron Eyestone, the mayor of
Sweetbriar Hollow, is considerig
running again. The job doesn't pay
anything, hardly anyone lives
there and no one else has ever run
so he really thinks he has a chance
if he can come up with a catchy
slogan.

Lieut. Covernor Steve
Windom has been by to see us
several times recently. If he ever
gets out of politics, I'll hire him to
pour coffee full time. It's always
fun when he comes by.

Bob Riley spent a couple of
hours with us recently. He seems
like a great guy and will run a
good race. He is really concerned
about the state of education in
public schools

I've been to several of the po-
litical rallies and the excitement
is really picking up! It's not easy
to pick the best when they are all
so good. We have eight great
canidates running for sheriff and
its so hard to decide, but when I
do, I'll tell you.

One of the most entertaining
Governor hopefuls may be Mark
Townsend. He says he eats pinto
beans and cornbread and is proof
that anyone can run for governor.

Linda Hall is working hard.
So is Fran Hamilton and Adam
Ragland. We love Billy Bell. He
is such a great coffee pourer and
really a sweet person!

Bob Burton from Madison
Academy (we call him Bro Bob)
paid me a visit lately. He's a fine
person and we love him very
much.

Sandra Rhodes is running for
Ray Swaim's job as Supertendent
of the Madsion County Schools.
This could be a fascinating race
to watch as they are both hard
workers.

Sherl Hirscher, of Hartman's
Chrevron, wants all of her friends
to know that, no, she's not clos-
ing the station. Stop by and see
her some time.

Ranee Pruitt and Bonnie
Hallman did a great job on put-
ting togeather the display of the
Monroe Collection at the library.
It's a wonderful collection of
Huntsville photographs from the
past hundred years.

By the way, did you know that
our library is the most visited pub-
lic building in the state of Ala-
bama?

We hear that our good friend
and congressman, Bud Cramer,
has really been busy in Washing-
ton. It's so good to see him when
he comes home.

That's all for now everybody.
Next time we'll talk election. I love
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One Meal,
One Customer
at a time.

A Franchisee

MO PULES.
Jusy Riow

4777 Whitesburg Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802
Phone: 205-882-6283

WANTED

used newspaper
vending racks
Call 534-0502

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs
Serving Huntsville Since 1962

536-2616

2402 Mem. Pkwy. NW, Huncsville, Ala
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Mushr’oom ond Cilanfr’o
Tos’rodos

1/4 c. vegetable oil

6 corn tortillas

1/4 c. onion, finely diced

2 T. jalapeno, seeded and
minced

1/4 c. red pepper, seeded and
finely diced

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 1b. mushrooms (button)
sliced

3 T. fresh cilantro, finely
chopped

Salsa

Sour cream

In a skillet heat the oil til

hot, then add the tortillas, fry for
about a minute on each side.
Drain on paper towels and set
aside. In skillet with 3 table-
spoons of oil, heat and saute the
onion and peppers about 5 min-
utes. Add garlic and continue to
saute. Add mushrooms and
cilantro and cook til mushrooms
are soft, 7 minutes. Scoop the

mushroom mixture onto the tor-
tilla and serve with salsa and sour
cream if desired.

Spicq Slaw

1 small cabbage, shredded

1 red bell pepper, seeded and
julienned

1 t. Serrano pepper, seeded
and finely minced

2T. vegetable oil

2 T. rice vinegar

1 t. brown sugar

2 t. fresh ginger, grated (not
powdered)

Toss the cabbage and pep-
pers in a bowl. Combine the oil,
vinegar, sugar and ginger in a
small bowl. Mix well, then pour
into the cabbage mixture, com-
bine all and serve.

Cucumber ancl DI” Salod

2 cucumbers, peeled, cut in
half and seeded

2 t. sugar

1/4 c. white vinegar

The

B O Ol{ L e g g er "The Reader's Bookstore”

Good selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used &
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half price.

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm Sun. 1pm - 5pm

4001 - C Holmes Av. - Huntsville, Ala. Phone 895-0082

1% T. fresh dill, chopped

Cut the cucumber into slices
and mix with remaining ingredi-
ents. Chill and seive. This is a
great contrast with hot spicy
foods.

Hepbecl Zi’li

1 1b. ziti, macaroni or other
pasta

2 Scotch bonnet or other hot
pepper, whole

6 T. extra-virgin olive oil

4 T. fresh parsley, chopped

1/4 c. fresh basil, chopped

3 T. fresh thyme and/or rose-
mary

Parmesan cheese

Bring water to boil and add
the pasta and whole peppers,
cook for 7-8 minutes. While the
pasta is boiling, gently heat the
olive oil, when the pasta is almost
done, stir the chopped herbs into
the olive oil. Drain the pasta, dis-
card the peppers. Remove any
seeds from the pasta as well. Toss
the herbs and the oil with the
pasta, and top with fresh grated
Parmesan cheese. Hot and deli-
cious!

SOUP CPQ(Jm

uesa
2 T. butter
3 T. olive oil
8 flour tortillas
2 c. grated jack or cheddar

ile a




cheese

2 T. jalapeno or Serrano pep-
per, seeded and finely chopped

Sour Cream

Salsa

Melt half the butter with half
the oil in a large skillet over me-
dium heat. Cover one side of a
tortilla with cheese, then sprinkle
the chopped peppers on top and
cover with a second tortilla. Fry
the tortillas in the butter and oil
til slightly browned, then flip and
brown the other side. Dry on pa-
per towels and keep warm in the
oven while preparing the remain-
ing quesadillas. Add more butter
and oil as needed, serve with a
side of sour cream, guacamole
and salsa.

Dineapp'e Sfip-ﬁq Rice

1 3-inch piece of fresh ginger,
grated

1 jalapeno, seeded and
minced

1 clove garlic, minced

4 T. lemon zest

3 c. cooked cold rice

1 c. pineapple, finely chopped

1 c. fresh cilantro, finely
chopped

Heat a skillet over medium
high heat, add oil, ginger, pepper
and garlic - stir-fry for one minute.
Be careful not to burn the garlic
or ginger. Add the lemon zest and
rice and stir til heated. Stir in the
pineapple and cilantro til heated.

Gru yere Potatoes

1 T. melted butter

2 T. fresh parsley, chopped

1 c. cream

2 baking potatoes, peeled and
sliced

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 c. Gruyere cheese, shredded

Preheat your oven to 350 de-
grees. Brush a baking dish with
the butter, mix the parsley with the
cream. Layer half the potatoes in
the dish and sprinkle with garlic
and half of the cheese. Pour half
of the cream/parsley mixture over
the potatoes. Repeat the process
with the remaining ingredients
and top with salt and pepper.
Bake for an hour and top is
brown.

Sweet Spinocl‘n Salad

1 bunch spinach, washed and
torn

Y2 red or sweet onion, thinly
sliced

5 mushrooms, sliced

3 T. vegetable oil

2 T. cider vinegar

2 t. brown sugar

Place the spinach, onion and
mushrooms in a bowl. Whisk to-
gether the oil, vinegar and sugar
til the sugar is melted, pour over
the salad, mix and serve.

Hot ‘N Spicq Fried Rice

4 c. cooked rice, cold

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456
email: linprint@mindspring.com
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com

Business Cards, Letterheads, Envelopes, Flyers, Labels
Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapsets

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons

Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags
Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Politicg{ Signs, Buttons

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS ~— Too Many Items to List —
y ClosedSundans

Commercial

Prasentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE:

Social & Business

Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks
Graduation & Name Cards

Ad Specialties
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5 T. peanut oil

1 onion, diced

1 Y2 small red bell peppers,
seeded and diced

1 carrot, diced

1/4 t. dried red pepper flakes

3 scallions, thinly sliced

Separate the rice with a fork.
Heat a skillet over medium high
heat til hot, add oil and swirl to
coat the pan. Add theonion and
toss til hot, reduceheat to me-
dium, add pepper and carrot,
toss for another 3 minutes. Stir
in rice and red pepper. Remove
from heat and stir in scallions.

Brooks & Associates

Private Investigation

539-4172

The Trains!

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
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http://www.linprint.cceasy.com
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Legend

Of The
Huntsville
Park Stalker

by Jerry Wilbanks

Huntsville park kids, like kids
everywhere, loved to get together
and talk about spooky things.
They loved to scare each other
with tales that COULD be true,
that could affect their everyday
lives that Could present a real
threat to everyone in the village.
Back around the summer of
1957, Huntsville Park was full of
just such kids. We all lived in the
village and we all attended Joe
Bradley School. And one of our
favorite pastimes was sitting
around our houses, our hangouts,
our schools and whispering about
the Huntsville Park Stalker.

One of our favorite gathering
places was the alley behind the
line of stores directly opposite the
school. We'd go there after classes
(and sometimes before) and hash
out all our cares and concerns
about dangerous and/or super-
natural happenings in the “Park”,
as it was best known then. Inci-
dentally, the brickwork of the
back of the store buildings was
painted bright yellow and just

begged for the decoration and de-
facement that flowed from cre-
ative adolescent and preteen ge-
nius. Some of the ditties and il-
lustrations we scrawled on those
bricks would be unprintable in
this or any magazine, but most
were nothing more than attempts
at cleverness by Joe Bradley’s less
than stellar scholars.

A group of uis were in the alley
behind the stores one day, draw-
ing questionable pictographs and
writing the witticisms which we
considered to be humor and sat-
ire of the highest order, when an
older kid (we'll call him Buster)
wandered by. I guess he just
couldn’t resist scaring the
bejabbers out of us.

“The stalker came right up
this alley last night!” he said. We
began to look over our shoulders
uncomfortably and exchange
meaningful glances.

“He was chasing two Kkids.
They say it was the Schrack
brothers,” Here Buster paused for
effect. “He grabbed one of them
and was dragging him away when
old Mrs. Cobbin's big dog Mangler
broke his chain and jumped over
the fence. He went after that
psycho to make him drop Timmy
Schrack.”

Buster had our undivided at-
tention now. We listened, slack-
jawed and breathless, dreading
and anticipating what would
come next.

“Mangler tore into him like a

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services perfo

S. Mitchell Howie

Attorney and Counselor at Law
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mad dog, but the stalker guy
fought him to a standstill. There
was blood everywhere but the
Schrack boys were 0,K, The cops
got here really quick. They said
most of the blood was probably
the stalker’s and they followed a
blood trail for a block or two. If1
were you boys, I wouldn't hang out
around the village after dark. Get
in your houses and lock the
doors!”

This story and others like it
were told and retold in various
versions until everyone was thor-
oughly confused. Of course, al-
most no aspect of any of the sto-
ries was true but that didn't keep
us kids from relishing the details
and being terrified. Sometimes
the story had the Schrack kids
being kidnapped for a day, a
week; sometimes the dog Mangler
would have his neck broken by
the stalker’'s superhuman
strength; sometimes the stalker
himself would have his hand
ripped loose from his body by the
big dog. And then there were sto-
ries about the hand: that it was
three times normal size, that it
had six fingers, that it continued
to choke Mangler after it was torn
from the stalker’s arm.

This was all just grist for the
terror mill, the loathsome prod-
ucts of which nourished our
imaginations through that long
mid-fifties summer in the mill vil-

(PEX:
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lage. Fear, as they say, can make
man or boy believe the worst. New
stories or even new details about
old stories were great sources of
excitement. We took each detail
and each story, savored it and
passed it along, with our own
spin and embellishment firmly
attached. Our greatest pleasure
lay in finding some unknowing or
skeptical kid and bombarding
him with gory argument and logic
until he was as scared and jumpy
as the rest of us!

Willy Haines claimed he saw
the stalker following two girls
home from a baseball game and
yelled for the girls to run, thereby
narrowly avoiding tragedy. Willy
described the stalker as tall and
heavy, wearing a pullover cap and
some kind of scarf wrapped
around his face.

Al Moore, a big strapping
teenager whom even the neigh-
borhood bad guys considered to
be a tough customer, supposedly
recognized and tackled the stalker
outside the ballpark late one
evening, and even with the help
of several buddies, could not over-
power or control him. Or so the
story went.

Gary Owens, whose uncle
was on the police force, told us
the cops had set a trap for the
stalker using a couple of kids as
bait (this part always sounded
suspicious to me). They walked
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the kids up and down the main
street by the school, stores,
ballpark and boarding house,
several nights in a row but noth-
ing happened, The night after
they called off the ambush, kids
were chased by the stalker in that
same area of the village!

The legend of the Huntsville
Park stalker grew and grew that
summer, but sightings and en-
counters were somehow re-
moved and distant. First hand
experiences always happened to
afriend of a friend, or the cousin
of a neighbor; never to YOUR ac-
quaintances and never to YOU,

As Labor Day and the open-
ing of the new school year ap-
proached, there was less and less
talk about the stalker. Wild sto-
ries and sightings began to taper
off, Soon, days and weeks would
go by without one mention of the
neighborhood menace, There was
never satisfactory closure to this
creepy episode from my Hunts-
ville Park childhood; possibly be-
cause there was never a flesh and
blood perpetrator brought to jus-

tice. As far as I know, there was
never an actual crime committed.
Did the stalker exist only in our
excitable imaginations? There is
little hard evidence to the contrary.
Our parents might have pointed
out that a good scare is worth
more than advice (and provides
better entertainment as well.) We
certainly experienced a good
scare,

We were postwar children of
the unthinkable, incomprehen-
sible atomic age, just becoming
aware of the global nuclear threat
under which we writhed and
squirmed, I think that deep down,
we welcomed in some perverse
way the legend of the Huntsville
Park Stalker and missed it when
it had fizzled out. It may have been
our way of seeking out perils and
horrors that to us were more
simple and understandable than
sudden, nuclear annihilation.

On some level, we knew that
the stalker did not really exist. We
knew there was nothing to be
afraid of, And we also knew that
he couldn't GET US if we stuck

together and ran as fast as we
could!

| don’t suffer from insan-
ity, | thoroughly enjoy
every minute of it.
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Pratt Avenue

Monument To A Businessman

by Jack Harwell

The man for whom Pratt Av-
enue is named is all but forgotten
today. But in his time, he was
Huntsville's best-known citizen. A
century ago, when Huntsville was
a small farming community, men
like Tracy Pratt brought large in-
dustry here for the first time, set-
ting the city on a path of modern-
ization that continues to this day.
Many men were involved in this
effort, but Pratt was regarded, at
the time, as the one individual to
whom the greatest credit was due.

Like many Southern cities in
1880, Huntsville was struggling.
Reconstruction had ended, and
life was resuming some sem-
blance of normalcy But the popu-
lation of less than 5,000 still re-
lied on a cottonbased economy,
and the absence of slave labor
meant that cotton farming was
far less profitable than it had been
before the war. The city needed
new industry, as well as men who
could runit.

In 1886, a group of local busi-
nessmen formed the North Ala-
bama Improvement Company,
the primary purpose of which was
to attract industry and develop-
ment to the area. One of the
group’s promotional booklets,
which were distributed nation-
wide, invited developers to come
to “the Queen City of the South:
Huntsville.” Among thos who ac-
cepted the invitation was Minne-
sota banker, Tracy W Pratt.

Tracy Wilder Pratt was in
some ways, the stereotypical
Northern industrialist that South-
erners traditionally distrusted. He

|}

was born in New York on Septem-
ber 1, 1861, but his family moved
to Minnesota when he was still a
child. He attended, but apparently
did not graduate from, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Later he moved
to Zumbrota, in southeastern
Minnesota, and went into the
banking business. Eventually,
Pratt left Minnesota for South
Dakota and settled in Pierre,
where he became involved with
developing the public schools.

Pratt made frequent trips out
of state to promote bonds for
Pierre’s schools. It was on one
such trip, to New York City, that
he met Major James
O’Shaughnessy. O’'Shaughnessy
lived in New York, but had oper-
ated a business in Huntsville since
1881. It was he and his brother,
Michael, who had formed the
North Alabama Improvement
Company, which had, among
other things, built the Monte Sano
Hotel.

The O’Shaughnessy’s were
enthusiastic supporters of Hunts-
ville and the opportunities it of-
fered for investors, and James
persuaded Pratt to visit the town
and see for himself. Pratt came
away sufficiently convinced of
Huntsville’s potential so that in

page 23
1891 he left South Dakota and
moved here to stay. Some of his
South Dakota business associ-
ates came with him.

Pratt and his friends had
been in town only a few months
when he began construction on
what would be Huntsville’s third
cotton mill, the West Huntsville
Cotton Mill. The company was
incorporated with Pratt as Presi-
dent.

Construction on the mill was
completed in either late 1892 or
early 1893. Initially the mill em-
ployed 125 workers, but this soon
increased. According to the 1896-
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7 City Directory, the mill produced
“high grade cotton yarns and ball
twine.” Within a year of its open-
ing, the mill was doing so well that
Pratt was able to grant a wage
hike to his employees.

Two years after the West
Huntsville Cotton Mills facility was
completed, Pratt incorporated the
Huntsville Warehouse company.
This building was located adja-
cent to the cotton mill on Ninth
Avenue.

By the mid-1890s Pratt had
become quite well-off financially.
In addition to his mill and ware-
house concerns, he was treasurer
of the West Huntsville Furniture
Company. Only 35 years old, he
could have lived comfortably for
the rest of his life. But Tracy Pratt
could notrest on his accomplish-
ments for long, and soon he was
looking for other challenges.

In 1895, the Merrimac Manu-
facturing Company of Lowell,
Massachusetts began investigat-
ing the possibility of opening a mill
in northern Alabama.

Athens, Anniston, and Hunts-

For information about Hunts-
ville, including events, history, ge-
nealogy, and chats, visit us at this
About.com site:

http://huntsville.about.com

ville all were considered as pos-
sible building sites. All three cit-
ies competed fiercely for the op-
portunity, since this was to be no
small operation. Merrimac prom-
ised that the facility, when built,
would house 200,000 spindles,
and employ 5,000 operators. The
Huntsville Weekly Mercury an-
nounced that the mill would be
three times the size of any other
such operation in the South.

Both Athens and Anniston
had better rail facilities and could
offer lower freight rates - a major
consideration. But Tracy Pratt
spent eighteen months lobbying
Merrimac on the city’s behalf. He
pointed out that the suggested site
for the mill, near Brahan Spring,
contained the chemicals needed
for the dyeing process that was
critical to the mill's operation. In
the end, it was Pratt’s persistent
salesmanship that made the dif-
ference. In early 1899, Merrimac
announced it had chosen Hunts-
ville as the location for its new
mill. Construction began that
spring, and was completed the
following year.

The acquisition of the Merri-
mac mill was a major victory for
Huntsville, and was perhaps the
accomplishinent for which Tracy
Pratt was best remembered. The
Weekly Mercury predicted confi-
dently - if somewhat grandiosely
that the mill would double the
population of the city, which at
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that time was 8000. Although the
population of the mill village
reached 3,000 within five years,
that of Huntsville was almost un-
changed, since the mill, at that
time, was outside the city limits.

By 1901, Pratt had also helped
secure the Lowe Mill, located at
9th Avenue and Seminole Drive,
and was a subscriber of the W.H.
Rowe Knitting Company (9th Av-
enue and 10th Street). He was
thus associated with every textile
company in West Huntsville.

But Pratt's efforts were not
confined to West Huntsville. In
1892, he worked with the South
Dakota based Northwestern Land
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Association in laying out a subdivi-
sion on the east side of town. This
was a 285 acre tract, purchased
from the North Alabama Improve-
ment Association, that became
known as East Huntsville. It was
bounded by Pettigrew (now Oak-
wood Avenue, Wells Avenue, 15th
Street (now Maysville Road), and

1st Street (now Dallas Street). Old .Huntsv“le BOOIE of | = The
Most of the east-west streets Recipes and Remedies = Old Huntsville
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members of the Northwestern
Land Association, of which Pratt
was one. The only exceptions are
Clinton and Randolph Avenues,
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ney, went to Washington to pro-
mote Huntsville as a military en-
campment site. Impressed by
Pratt’'s and Humes’s enthusiasm,
government inspectors visited the
town and decided that Huntsville
was an excellent site for an en-
campment.

That summer military units
from all over the country biv-
ouacked here enroute to Cuba.
One cavalry unit from Ohio stayed
at Brahan Spring, near the
Merrimac mill. After the war,
Pratt helped secure a convales-
cent camp for soldiers coming
back from the war. A hospital was
set up at Oaklawn Plantation on
Meridian Pike. Of the 1,600 pa-
tients treated there, all but 1 re-
covered. Among the visitors to the
camp was General Joseph "Fight-
ing Joe" Wheeler.

One of Pratt’s few failures was
the Huntsville-Nashville Railroad.
Huntsville had no north-south rail
service, so when the project was
proposed in 1905 Pratt threw
himself into it as he had all his
endeavors. At first it appeared
that the railroad would go
through; nearly all of the money
had been raised by 1908, and
ground was actually broken for the
line that year. For whatever rea-
son, this particular project fell

through.

Pratt spent the rest of his life
working on civic projects in the
area, including drilling for natu-
ral gas in Hazel Green, and hotel
construction in Huntsville.

On October 29, 1928, after
attending a Rotary Club meeting,
Pratt suffered a fatal heart attack
at his home on Eustis Street. He
was 67 years old. “One of
Huntsville’s foremost citizens
yields to the Grim Reaper,” pro-
claimed the Huntsville Daily
Times solemnly. After a funeral
service at his home the next day,
he was laid to rest at Maple Hill
Cemetery. At exactly 2:30 that af-
ternoon, as the service began, ev-
ery business in town ceased
operations for five minutes.

In the years following Pratt’s
death, many of the signs of his
passage began to disappear. The
West Huntsville cotton mills
ceased operation. The building
was leased to another firm, which
lasted only two years. The street-
cars stopped running in 1931,
replaced by buses. The Merrimac
mill, Pratt's crowning achieve-
ment, was demolished several
years ago. Today, the textile mills
that Pratt worked so hard to bring
to Huntsville are all gone. The
aerospace and related industries,
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working for NASA and the U.S.
Army, now dominate the local
economy.

Only Pratt Avenue remains as
areminder of the Northerner who
worked so hard to build up a
Southern city. Tracy Pratt may be
little remembered today, but his
adopted home town continues
down the path he helped estab-
lished a century ago.
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A Bitter
Legacy

No one in Huntsville, in 1902,
was surprised when they learned
the Rodgers and Ricketts families
had been involved in a gun-fight.
The families had been feuding for
years; so long that most people
had forgotten what the feud was
originally about.

The latest incident began
when the elder Rodgers was ac-
costed by members of the
Ricketts family while on his way
to town. Harsh words were ex-
changed and both parties re-
turned home to “gather their kin-
folk. “

Late that evening Jim Ricketts
and Halbert Rodgers met on the

banks of the Flint River. Both
were armed with shotguns.

Hatred between the two fami-
lies was so great that both parties
immediately began firing.

The first blast caught Ricketts
full in the chest and neck. A sec-
ond later Rodgers fell to the
ground grievously wounded in
both legs.

Although Rodgers and
Ricketts would live many years
after the gun-fight, they would
both remain crippled for the rest
of their lives.

Jim Ricketts and Halbert
Rodgers were both only thirteen
years old.
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News From
New Market

(Editor’s Note: In the late
1800s, New Market was a bus-
tling town second only to Hunts-
ville in size in Madison County.
Mrs. S.H. Hambrick, whose fam-
ily had connections with early New
Market, in 1968 found a bundle
of 17 issues of the New Market
Enterprise from 1888 and 1889
in the attic of her home near
Manchester, Tenn. Following is
the sixth of a series of articles
based on the contents of those
eight-page weekly tabloid newspa-
pers.)

by Waylon Smithey

Volume 1, No. 11, September
1,1888 '

It apparently was a slow week
for local news in New Market. So,
the editor ran a story from the
Huntsville Mercury about a dead-
beat visitor that had alocal angle:

“About a week ago one of these
smooth talking young men, whose
business it is to beat their way
through the world, got off the train
here and put up at the boarding-
house of Mrs. Lloyd, on Jefferson
street, near the depot. He said his
name was Ostill, and he repre-
sented himself as being a mer-
chant actively engaged in business

at Tullahoma, Tenn.

“He remained at Mrs. Lloyd’s
five days, and grumbled at the
transfer men of the city because
they did not deliver his baggage
at his boarding house. Subse-
quent developments, however,
show that he never intended to
have any baggage delivered here,
as he handed his checks to the
express driver in this city and in-
structed him to forward his
trunks by express to Miss Media
Parks, Cowan, Tenn.

“He was a frequent visitor to
the livery stables of Mr. C.
Hamaker and got a horse and
buggy there on several occasions.
On Monday last he called at the
stable again and got a rig, saying
he would be absent two hours.
This was the last seen of him in
this community.

“He got arig about 8 a.m., and
was in New Market about three
hours later, having made the trip
in three hours. On reaching New
Market he drove to the livery
stable of Mr. Fanning and placed

the hired horse and vehicle there
until he would call for it. Then he
proceeded to the station and pur-
chased a ticket for Cowan and left
on the next train. Mr. Hamaker
got back his turn out safely from
Mr. Fanning's stable, but Mrs.
Lloyd is left to mourn the loss of
five days board.

“On reaching New Market he
gave his name as Osborne, and
had in the buggy with him a
woman and a baby. He is doubt-
less the same Osborne who ran
off from Tullahoma with a woman
named Media Elliotte, of disrepu-
table character, leaving a wife and
four little children in destitute cir-
cumstances.”

This article was headlined
“Unique Discovery:”

“A surgical operation on Mr. W.
was performed by Dr. H. yester-
day. Mr. W. had a severe boil or
rather, carbuncle, and Dr. H.
embolised it by using traction with
a ligature of steel made from and
old hand-saw, well disinfected in
water of a spring near the mill-
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pond. He also used the same wa-
ter as an anaesthetic, at the same
time putting in his mouth a stick
of carbolised candy to suck dur-
ing the operation, which was a
complete success. The whole tu-
mor was detached without pain,
and the ulcer left was healed in a
short period, using the water of
the spring alone as a dressing,
being death to Bacteria.”

This obituary signed by L.C.H.
of Carmichael ran:

“I ask space in the columns
of your paper to pay a last tribute
of respect to the memory of Mr.
John Naugher, who died at his
home, near Meridianville, Ala.,
August the 25, 1888, in the 29
year of his age. John was a kind,
affectionate young man, of culti-
vated mind and agreeable man-
ners. He was loved by all who
knew him. I don't suppose he had
an enemy on earth. In the lan-
guage of another, he was a noble
young. To his sorrowing relatives
and friends I offer my heart-felt
sympathy. I know it was hard to
give him up, but God knows best.
He had use for John, and he does
all for the best. Death takes the
young as well as the old. One day
we hope to meet him where all is
peace, joy and love.”

The weather observer noted

that the lowest temperature dur-
ing the week was 64 degrees, and
the highest being 82 degrees.
Rainfall totaled 0.42 inches.

The editor added this note:

“The circulation of The Enter-
prise still increases, and has ex-
ceeded our expectations. We
hope, however, our friends will not

cease their work in behalf of the
paper. We want a thousand sub-
scribers by the first of January.”

Following is the next install-
ment of the History of New Mar-
ket column:

“Elder David Jacks, of the
Primitive Baptist church, pastor
of the Bethany church, three miles
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from New Market, was also a very
remarkable and prominent man,
preacher and citizen. Bethany
church was a resort for the whole
country on Sundays, the elite of
the country was always present
with their carriages and buggies,
while the woods adjacent was
filled with horses. The people as-
sembled early and filled the large
house to overflowing, while the
doors and windows were
thronged with earnest people to
hear the word of God expounded
by their favorite preacher, while
the young people occupied vacant
seats in the carriages, etc., not
being able to get into the house,
which suited them very well. El-
der Jacks was well known as an
earnest and devoted child of god
and faithful expounded on the
Word. He was a man of great pro-
bity. His word was his bond, and
although not educated, according
to the usual acceptation of the
term, yet he was plain, pungent
and eloquent. He fell asleep in
Jesus, aged about 85.

“Dr. F. Rice furnishes the fol-
lowing additional more interesting
items of the earliest settlement of
New Market, obtained from his
father, Joseph Rice:

“The first settlement made in
New Market was in the fall of
1806 by Spencer Rice, Levi
Methvin and Jas. Crump. About
the same time Samuel Davis
settled two miles north of New
Market, Isaac Criner three miles
northeast and Hezekiah Bayless,
two miles southwest. These early
settlers were from Tennessee, Vir-
ginia and North

Carolina. Spencer Rice died
in the fall of 1807, James Crump
was killed at battle of Talladega,
Levi Methvin died about the year
1850, Hezekiah Bayless died in
1835, Samuel Davis about the
year 1844, and Isaac Criner died
since the late war, at the advanced

age of 98.

“Mr. Crump established a
tan-yard a little west of the rail-
road depot. George Smith settled
in New Market in 1814, and
opened the first store of general
merchandise, then Wm. Estel,
Wm. D. Hayter, Dr. W.W.
Humphries, wm. Patrick, D. W.
Staples, Wm. B. Miller & Bros.,
Staples & Childers, Smith &
Johnson, Webb and Johnson,
Ford Brown & Co., Holden &
Echols, Echols & Rice, J.H. Pierce,
Geo. W. Vaughn, Fernando Rice,
Carr & Scurlock, Scurlock &
Robinson, R.L. Pulley, J.H.
Clopton, Calvin Criner, and Hale
Whitman & Co., and perhaps
some others prior to 1861.

“George H. Britton, who died
only a few years ago on Hester's
creek, established the first black-
smith shop- then followed Wm.
Hill, Jesse K. Webb, John Will-
iams and Hyram Carrigan.

“A Mr. Shott was the first to
make spinning-wheels and chairs,
and a Mr. Stillwell established the
first pottery, and like the late la-
mented John G. Gendraugh, ac-
tually broke with the yard full of
mud.

“The Murphy brothers (who
were dudes in their day) and

Barney Dirgin were the first sad-
dlers. Stafford & Houndshell
were the first tailors; then Pike
Edmondson (who shot off his
commission as town constable),
Firmalt, Forbes, Joseph A. Brown,
Fred Spivy and others, not remem-
bered.

“In 1809 Levi Methvin sold his
improvement to a Mr. Rowan, and
in a few years he sold to John
Miller, who settle the place where
Dr. PM. Hall now resides.”

| want to die in my sleep,
like my Grandfather - not
screaming and yelling like
the passengers in his car.

Writers

Send us your stories to be
published in Old Huntsville. Sto-
ries must be about Huntsville and
have factual basis. Please do not
send original manuscripts. Send
your stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801
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When |
Was
Young

by Carty C. Vining

When I read a column in the
Huntsville Times, long ago, writ-
ten by Bill Easterling announcing
the end of the light-green, return-
able Coca Cola bottle memories
of my own life in the country be-
gan to stir.

1, too, tasted my first Coca
Cola in a country store many
years ago.

It was in this same store that
I first saw a radio, and heard a
broadcast of the Grand Ol' Opry
on a Saturday night. It was a bat-
tery radio with three tuning dials
on the front and a horn type
speaker that sat on top. A Philco,
I think.

Childlike, I'd stop and gaze at
the speaker. The music was so
real and natural I'd wonder why I
couldn’t see the artists. It was a
miracle to my small mind how
music could be sent like that from
one place to another. There
wasn't much music in our lives in
those days.

The Coca Cola box was just
an icebox with a sliding top. A
chunk of ice inside and a lot of
cold water. Ice was never plenti-
ful in the country. It had to be
brought from Huntsville twenty
miles away. There was no deliv-
ery service either.

The Coca Colas were never
cold, just cool. But they were
good!

Mr. Reynolds owned the gen-
eral store, and stocked most of the

things country people needed. Ev-
erything from dry goods to hard-
ware. Butin those days of no elec-
tricity or refrigeration, meat and
produce were limited. Most coun-
try people grew and preserved
their own anyway.

Sometimes on Saturday night
I'd help Mr. Reynolds’ sons re-
stock their peddling trucks. “Roll-
ing Stores” they called them. Of-
ten I'd candle the eggs they had
collected and place them in
crates. Twelve dozen to the crate.
They were then taken to Hunts-
ville where they were sold or ex-
changed.

Candling eggs was easy and
didn’t require much skill. The
candling device had a small light
init. An egg was placed in a slot
and the light came on. If the egg
was fresh it would be clear, if it
had dark spots, or was completely
dark, it was discarded.

Country folk were pretty hon-
est in those days. Not many of
them had money, so their produce
was about all they had to trade
on.

After work we'd all sit around
on nail kegs and listen to the
Grand Ol' Opry. My reward would
be a Coca Cola, and I really en-
joyed it!

In those years the store was
lighted by gasoline lamps. Com-
pared to the kerosene lamps used
in most country homes; they were
great.

Gasoline lamps had a metal
base; usually of brass. A small
amount of gasoline was poured
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into the base which had a small,
built in compression pump, to
force the gasoline upward to the
twin mantles. There was a small
valve in the stem to regulate the
flow of gasoline and air. The
mantles were lighted by a match.

The store’s gasoline tank was
underground just as they are to-
day, but gasoline was pumped by
a hand pump into a round mea-
sure at the top of the pump. It
was then drained into a car, or a
can by a hose similar to the ones
on modem pumps.

Later Mr. Reynolds installed a
Delco generator in a shed at the
back of the store. This was areal
revolution in lighting for the coun-
tryside.

The generator was powered
by a Briggs & Stratton gasoline en-
gine, and provided 32 volts of di-
rect current to the entire place.

At night the light on the front
porch could be seen for miles
shining through the darkness.
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- A negro by the name of Collmmbus Hicks in Birmingham robbed
the commissary of the Wawdiward Iron Compamy, and Officer Sharpe
went to arrest him. The negro resisted, and Sharpe shot him, inflict-
ing, itis said, a mortal wound. Hick's body is being brought back to
Huntsville for burial.

- Willizam Wiillson, alias Willliam Stevenson, has been arrested in
Huntsville, charged with having robbed the mail in Texas and Arkan-
sas. There is some doubt as to his being the right one, but ifhe is,
those who made the arrest will receive a $700 reward. He is also
wanted in this state for murder in Marshall Countty.

- Judige McCllure was badly hurt Saturday night by being threwn
from his buggy while returning home. His son James was thrown
out, and the judge became entangled in trying to jump and was caught
in the running gear. He was badly bruised and hurt and has been
confined to his home ever since.

- The bucket factory at Gurley operated by the Niminger-Craver
Company is now running up to its full capacitty. The present output is
seventy dozen cedar water buckets, thirty five dozen well buckets,
fifty dozen lynn and candy buckets and eighteen dozen churns. The
proprietors have in contemplation the manufacture of other grades
ofwoodenware, and they may also add washboards to the list.

Real Estate

Bargains From 1910

$1,575.00 - A dandy four
room house on East Clinton. In-
cludes wood house and garden.

$1,100.00 - Good four
room house on Pratt Avenue.
Alnnost nesv.

$3,500.00 - A fine antebel-
lum residence near Hazel
Green. 18 acres with barn, all
year creek and quarters.

$1,900.00 - 40 acres ofland
near Maysville. 25 under culti-
vation and rest wooded. Fine
bargain for prudent investor.

$800.00 - 3 room house
and 6 acres near New Hope
with new priivy. 40 acres nearby
under long term lease.

Come to see me and let me
show you my best to select
from...A.W. Newson




How To Keep A Husband

From a 1952 Home Economics book

Have dinner ready. Plan
ahead, even the night before, to
have a delicious meal- on time.
This is a way of letting him know
that you have been thinking about
him and are concerned about his
needs. Most men are hungry
when they come home and the
prospect of a good meal is part of
the warm welcome needed.

Prepare yourself. Take 15
minutes to rest so that you'll be
refreshed when he arrives.

Touch up your makeup, puta
ribbon in your hair and be fresh
looking. He has been with a lot of
work weary people. Be alittle gay
and a little more interesting., His
boring day may need a lift.

Clear away the clutter. Make
one last trip through the house
just before your husband arrives,
gathering up school books, toys,
paper, etc. Then run a dust cloth
over tables. Your husband will

think he has reached a haven of
rest and order, and it will give you
a lift too.

Prepare the children: take a
few minutes to wash the children’s
hands and faces (if they are
small), comb their hair, and if nec-
essary change their clothes.
They're little treasures and he
would like to see them playing the
part.

Minimize all noise. At the time
of his arrival, eliminate all noise
of the washer, dryer, dishwasher,
or vacuum. Try to encourage the
children to be quiet. Be happy to
see him. Greet him with a warm
smile and be glad to see him.

Some don’ts: Don’t meet him
with problems or complaints.
Don’t complain if he's late for din-
ner. Count this as minor com-
pared with what he might have
gone through that day. Make him
comfortable. Have him lean back
in a comfortable chair or suggest
he lie down in the bedroom. Have
a cool or warm drink ready for
him.

Arrange his pillow and offer to
take off his shoes. Speak in a low,

I Superb-Food & Fine

Beverages

Huntywille' s Meeting Place
For Discriminating People

2003 Whitesburg Drive

533-5988

Welcome Back/
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soft, soothing and pleasant voice.
Allow him to relax and unwind.

Listen to him. You may have
a dozen things to tell him, but the
moment of his arrival is not the
time. Let him talk first.

Make the evening his: Never
complain if he does not take you
out to dinner or to other places of
entertainment. Instead, try to
understand his world of strain and
pressure, his need to be home
and relax.

The goal: Try to make your
home a place of peace and order
where your husband can renew
himself in body and spirit.
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Six Dead Husbands

Murder or Coincidence?

he mysterious happen-

ings that took place in a
home near Hazel Green may have
been accidental, or may have been
violently purposeful. The only
sign left of Elizabeth's six hus-
bands was an old hat rack upon
which hung six hats - one for
each. For some curious reason
known only to her, she kept the
hat rack in the foyer of her home,
in plain view, perhaps as a mor-
bid reminder, or maybe as a
warning to the next unfortunate
lover.

The antebellum home, re-
cently burned to the ground, was
built on the site of an Indian
mound about a mile east of Hazel
Green. The original log cabin was
erected in 1817 in the heart of a
500-acre by Alexander Jeffries,
an early Madison County settler.
He was an older man who met
and immediately became infatu-
ated with the young widow.

They married in 1837, and
unfortunately for him, Mr. Jeffries
died the same year. By this time
Elizabeth had experience in bury-
ing husbands. As a young girl she
had met and married twice in
short succession. Her first hus-
band was a Mr. Gibbons. They
were married for only a couple of
months when he died suddenly,
and mysteriously.

Shortly afterwards, she set
her sights on Mr. Flannigan,
whom she also married. Mr.
Flannigan lasted only three
months before he also died of un-
explained circumstances. He was
in his grave before the neighbors
were even informed .of the trag-
edy.

By this time the young widow
was well on her way to becoming
a wealthy landowner in Madison
County. Not wishing to marry be-
neath her newfound status in life,
she decided to try her hand at
politics. Her next husband was
Robert A. High, from Limestone
County, who was a State Legisla-
tor for the state of Alabama. He
probably spent much time away
from home, as it was almost two
years before he also expired sud-
denly and mysteriously at their
home.

Having tried politics and
plantation life, Elizabeth decided
to next marry a merchant.
Absalom Brown was a wealthy
merchant from New Market. Af-
ter spending most of his fortune
on his new wife, he died as well.
This came as a shock to every-
one, as Mr. Brown was a very
healthy and virile man. The un-
known ailments he was stricken

2

with caused his body to swell so
much that it was necessary to
bury him immediately after his
death. None of the neighbors ever
saw the body.

Not believing in long spells of
mourning, Miss Elizabeth
Flannigan Gibbons Jeffries High
Brown roused herself out of her
depression long enough to marry
Willis Routt, her sixth husband.
He died amazingly just like the
others in a short time.

At about this same time Eliza-
beth, or Mrs. Routt, became in-
volved in a controversy with a
neighbor, Abner Tate, over loose
livestock and other matters. Tate
was completely blind to her
beauty, which infuriated her, and
had been observing the home and
its occupants for many years. He
openly charged her with murder.
He backed up his suspicions with
the hat rack in the parlor that was
in open sight, on which hung old
hats - the blatant proof of Tate’s
accusations.

Maybe Abner Tate should
have been forewarned of cross-
ing the notorious widow, for
shortly afterwards he was
wounded by a shotgun blast.
Though proof was lacking, gossip
had it that Mrs. Routt had hired
one of Tate's slaves to do him in.

¢. The slave, not having the courage
to do the dirty deed himself, in

Bennett Nutseties

- We grow and sell a complete selection of trees, shrubs,
flowers, bulbs, vines and plants for this area.
"l More than 500 varieties of Perennials in stock -
plants that come back every year.

Nurserymen and Nurserywomen to serve you.
State of Alabama Certified

'~ 7002 Memorial Parkway N.

Huntsville, Alabama 35810



turn hired another man, who al-
legedly pulled the trigger. Mr. Tate,
shortly afterwards, sold all of his
slaves.

By this time Tate was furious
with his neighbor and determined
to see justice done. When he went
to the authorities he was informed
that “nothing could be done un-
less you can find some evidence.
Maybe all of her husbands did die
natural deaths. Maybe the slave
did shoot you by accident. Maybe
it's just all coincidence. There’s
nothing we can do."

Beside himself with rage, Tate
was determined that his neighbor
would not get away with her das-
tardly deeds. He began writing a
book in which he described the
mysterious happenings at the an-
tebellum home. He wrote about
how the succession of husbands
made her prosperous and
wealthy; how she would treat
them all with disdain, once she
had captured them. He noted how
the intervals between weddings
and deaths became shorter and
shorter, as she acquired "more
experience and practice."

When the book was pub-
lished, it created a scandalous
sensation in Madison County.
Half of the county believed she
was guilty, while the other half
swore to her innocence. Regard-
less of opinion, the book was the
major topic of discussion any
place people gathered.

Needless to say, the merry
widow was not a pleasant lady to
be around when she heard news
of the book. She immediately
drove her buggy into Huntsville
where she consulted an attorney
and brought charges against
Abner Tate for defamation of
character.

When the case finally came to
trial late that fall, the courtroom
was packed. The courtroom be-
came a battleground, with plain-

tiff and defendant hurling insult
after insult at each other. Accu-
sations followed from each of the
attorneys, while the judge rapped
repeatedly for order.

The crowd of onlookers be-
came so large that it overflowed
onto the courthouse grounds. It
was said a tavern in town was tak-
ing bets as to how the trial would
end.

The judge, after listening to as
much as he could stand, contin-
ued the case, hoping both parties
would calm down enough to be
rational.

After a short while Mrs. Routt
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dropped the charges. Even today,
the debate goes on in Madison
County. Why did she drop the
charges? Was it because she was
tired of constantly being the topic
of gossip, or was worried about
some new information that Tate’s
attorney had recently uncovered?

Shortly afterwards Mrs. Routt
and her son moved to Mississippi.
She never again returned to Madi-
son County. No one knows why
she moved, but the day of her
departure, witnesses swear that
they saw her in a carpenter’s
shop, getting a seventh peg added
to her hat rack.
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The Dead
Children's
Playground

By Amber Chattee Saunders

Dead Children’s Playground is
a place clouded in mystery and
lore. According to legend, children
who have died more than a hun-
dred years ago linger there, while
the retched spirit of their mur-
derer remains veiled in the dark-
ness. The steel blade in his hand
glimmers on even the blackest of
nights. He is waiting to reenact a
bloody scene that has been repeat-
ing itself for over a century.

The playground itself seems
harmless enough. Hidden amidst
aring of trees and a solid wall of
natural rock formation, lies a se-
cluded safe-haven for children
and picnicking families. Two
swing sets, a slide, and a seesaw
with metal saddles atop it stand
firmly on a circle of sand. The
playground is almost ancient in its
layout, like a Stonehenge for chil-
dren, though its equipment seems
almost new. Except for the occa-
sional rustle of leaves of curious
passer-by, the general atmosphere
is as peaceful and quiet as a grave.
Itis hardly the type of place where
one would expect to hear of a

“haunting”, though that is the
reputation this place has ac-
quired.

Teenagers of Madison County
have come to view the playground
as an unorthodox rite-of-passage,
daring to go there on summer af-
ternoons at twilight to see if the

stories are accountable. Swings

sway by unseen hands, phantom
feet leave prints in the sand, and
shadows of children float across
the stones, or so it has been told.
Some people say that on humid
summer nights the death cries of
little children can be heard rever-
berating off the rock.

In 1988, three teenage girls
entered the playground just as the
sun was setting for the day. They
came in hopes that something out
of the ordinary would happen. It
did. Only a few short moments
after entering there was a change
in their surroundings. The air was
deathly still and yet the swings
began to move, slowly at first un-
til they were at a steady pace, as
if someone was on them. The wind
began to blow violently in large
circles around them, stirring the
sand at their feet. One of them
claimed to have heard the sweet
soft whisper of a child’s voice.
And then they saw something that
burned a deep hot scar on their
brain forever: the unmistakable
figure of a man. He was standing
stock-still on the rocks above
them. His figure was faint, almost
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a shadow, although he was stand-
ing in the sunlight. The girls did
not stay long enough for “him” to
make his identity known.

Another girl claims that
when she was nine years old, her
parents took her on an outing to
Dead Children’s Playground. She
enjoyed the day, dining on ham
sandwiches her mother brought
from home and gliding down the
slide into the safe open arms of
her father. The day remains
memorable to her, but for a dif-
ferent reason. Her mother and
father had already turned their
backs and were walking away
when she felt a strange compul-
sion to glimpse behind her. She
later swore that she had seen little
kids in “old-fashioned” clothing
running and skipping in the hot
Alabama sun, even though the
place was empty only minutes
before.

Many people swear to have
seen the infamous forms of chil-
dren darting back and forth as if
playing an unearthly game of
hide-and-seek while casting their
shadows upon the rock. A few
people say that they have heard
the diabolical laughter of a mad
man.

The story of how these chil-
dren became eternally trapped
here is sad but not unfamiliar. Ac-
cording to local myth, the play-
ground rests atop the tiny graves
of babies who died sometime in
the early 1900s. (one has yet to
give an exact date)

Supposedly, a wild eyed
crazed man bent on the destruc-
tion of the innocent, and some say
in a alcohol induced rage, brutally
ended the lives of three young chil-
dren at play. His murder weapon
of choice was a rusty knife, or ax
depending on who is telling the
tale. He crept silently onto the
rocks and looked down over the
children, studying them for al-

_——— e — N

most an hour while plotting his
next move. The children below
continued to play, unaware of the
danger lurking just yards away.
Eventually, he crept down the
rock and in a fit of fury, silenced
their laughter before fleeing the
scene of the horrible crime.

By late afternoon, the parents
of the children began to grow wor-
ried. One parent visited another,
who talked to another and it was
not long untl they realized that
none of their children had re-
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turned home that afternoon. Fran-
tically they searched for their
missing children, crying out their
names in the darkening shadows
of the late evening

They were far too late. Night
had fallen and the moon had cast
an eerie glow before the victims'
parents discovered the grisly
scene and the bodies of their off-
spring. In a fit of hysteria and des-
peration, the citizens, now turned
angry mob, searched for the
slayer. Their efforts were in vain.
The murderer was never found.
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Some locals say the mad man es-
caped to the next town while oth-
ers say that he committed suicide
after he realized what he had
done.

Some people claim to have
heard the voices of the parents,
still calling for their children, al-
most a century after the gruesome
murders.

Another popular myth about
Dead Children's Playground is
just as mysterious, although not
as chilling as one of a crazed killer.
It was a normal and lovely spring
morning in the early to middle
1930s when a group of kids de-
cided to go hiking in that area.
One of the kids got the idea to
climb up high enough to look over
the edge of the cliff and gaze at
the spectacular view below. Here
is where the story gets a little hazy.
No one knows what exactly hap-
pened. Some people say that the
boy completed a successful sui-
cide attempt. Others say that one
of the other hikers purposely
pushed the boy, although it is un-

known as to why. Still others say
that it was pure accident and that
the boy fell without the assistance
of anyone else. Regardless of what
happened the result was the
same. The boy plummeted to his
certain death. Maybe it is his ghost
that haunts the cliffs of Dead
Children’s Playground, warning
others not to come too close.

The one thing all the stories
have in common is the play-
ground. Supposely, when it was
built the construction disturbed
the souls of the children who had
died there. According to legend the
children are now supposed to
spend eternity playing and laugh-
ing, while the murderer is
condemmed to wander the park
reliving the horrors of his deed.

The greatest question is: are
the stories true? Perhaps they
were invented by high school se-
niors with the intent to frighten
lower classmen. Were they
dreamed up because of the loca-
tion? A nearby cemetery can be
viewed from the road. Venture

there sometime and decide for
yourself. The answers you seek
could be right over the next cliff.
Just don't go there after dark, not
for fear of ghosts but because it
is closed to the public after night-
fall and you may end up spend-
ing the night in jail.

Blind Justice

Jrom 1901 newspaper

There were little doings in
the courts today.

The jury in the case of
Walker versus Langford. for
$1000.00, awarded the plantiff
$250.00.

The judge, as is his habit,
fell asleep at the heginning of
the trial but awakened in time
to render the verdict.

While Love is blind,
Marriage is definitely an
eye-opener.

ince the early 1800s, when LeRoy

Pope built his home overlooking down-

town, Huntsville has been known for its beauti-
ful and historic homes.

We, at Innovative Builders, take pride in re-

modeling and renovating older homes to pro-
vide the space and comfort your family needs
while preserving the original integity of your
home.

Call us for a free estimate and let us show
you how innovation can add value to your home.

Additions - Remodeling - Custom Building
Licensed and Insured

IB Innovative Builders
200-895-6246 256-694-9288

Specializing in Renovating & Remodeling Older Homes With Innovative Designs
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 1b. barrel
ofnails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



Thanks to FirstCommunity
Senior Select and Huntsville
Hospital, Al Bennett has
more than one good ticker.

Excellent Me

Coverage at V

Join the thousands of North Alabamians who have chosen FirstCommunity
Senior Select for their Medicare Supplemental coverage!

FirstCommunity Senior Select is the only Medicare Supplement
developed by doctors and hospitals right here in North Alabama. MONTHLY PREMIUM:
Our plan gives you access to the best health care services in our b,‘\(;cri:;\:?f f&ﬁ'@;&ffﬁﬁ&&
cormmunity, including the latest techniques in open heart surgery,

cardiac rehabilitation and the Congestive Heart Failure Center at
Humntsville Hospital.

With FirstConumunity Senior Select you can choose any physician
you want! Plus, you may choose front the finest hospitals in Nonh
Alabama, induding Huntsville Hospital, Hunsville Hospital East,
Decatur General Hospital, Decatur General West, Athens-Limestone
Hospital, Eliza Coffee Memorial Hospital, Helen Keller
Hospital, Red Bay Hospital, Russellville Hospital and

Shoals Hospital. F ir S t Con/lmunity

SENIOR SELECT
539-0513 or 1-888-533-2683




