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The Stoty Of
[sham Hobbs

ight time was a time ofde-

mons for him. For the
past several months he had been
having trouble remembering
things. Sometimes he was not
even sure what his real name was
or where he was from.

Even more terrifying were the
mountains. Though he had once
felt at home in the rugged wilder-
ness, the mountains now repre-
sented something dark and evil.
It was, as he later said, as if“the
mountains were holding a dark
secret" he could not remember.
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The Story Of
Isham Hobbs

he name Isham Hobbs
was a Eamiillizar one to the

head he would disappear. It was
eerie.”

As Hobbs grew older he be-
gan spending longer periods of
time in the mountains. Often he
would disappear for months ata
time, sleeping in caves and sur-
viving off of squirrels and rabbits
he hunted. The few supplies he
needed; ammunition, a pair of
pants or maybe some salt, were

peopl€ liphopin livengin thtaineentainsasily obtained by pilfering nearby

romnding southeast Huntsville.
Some people said he was antiso-
cial and didn't like people. Oih-
ers said he was just a natural
wowidtsman who felt more athome
in the rugged willdlerness than he
did in civilized societty.

Isham David Hobbs was born
near the banks of the Tennessee
River below Farley in 1917. His
family was known as being God-
fearing, hard-working farmers
whose ancestors had helped settle
the area almost a hundred years
earlier.

As a youth Hobbs developed
a fascination with the mountains
surrounding his home. Wiith no
supplies exoept for his .22 rifle,
he would disappear into the for-
est for weeks at a time. While still
a teenager, he earned the reputa-
tion as one of the most skilled
wowtlsmen in this part of the
country. A firiend later recalled
going hunting with Hobbs, “One
mimute he would be right next to
you but when you turned your

homes at the foot of the moun-
tains.

Though the pilfering was petity,
it still raised the ire of people in
the commuumiityy. A warrant was
sworn out and Hobbs was quickly
convicted and sentenced to pro-
bation. The judge, however, be-
lieving a stretch in the military
might help Hobbs, released him
from probation and allowed him
to enlist in the armmy.

Information about his time in
the army is skefcllyy. He was re-
ported to have been an expert rifle
shot, extremely shy and a loner
who was never at ease around
other people. He was also de-
scribed as a “highly intelligent in-
dividual with an overpowering
vocabulany, "who hardly ever read
a book but when he did, could
quote entire pages from memory
months later.”

"All in all," a firiend later said,
“hejust didn't fit in.”

In October of 1943, Isham
Hobbs deserted from the army
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and returned to the mountains of
Madison Coumtly. Although he had
family living in the area, he
spumed all contact with them and
took up residence in a cave at the
base of Green Miomntain. Salvag-
ing items from trash piles at night,
Hobbs soon furnished the cave
with bedsprings, dishes and cook-
ing utensils. A fishing rod and a
.22 rifle provided much of his
food.

Many ofthe mountain families
living in the area identified with
Hobbs and were only too happy
to supply him with exitra food and
information about the M.P’s who
were searching the mountains for
him. For them the woods were a
way oflife and they too were sus-
picious of “gowemmment people
poking around.”

Hobbs later described this
period as “the happiest in my life.”

All this was due to chamge
however, during the early morn-
ing hours of May 5, 1944 when
Sheriff Henry C. Blakemore re-
ceived a phone call about a horni-
cide that had just taken place.

Huntsville, like most small
Southern communities in 1944,
had its share ofhomicides. Maost
of them were caused by family
fends, drinking and an occasional
robbery attempt. Normally there
was nothing about them to merit
headlines for more than a day or
two.

Blakemore knew this case
was going to be different. The

murder victim was Mrs. Marga-
ret Thornton Fleming, a member
of one of the most prominent
families in North Allabama. The
Fleming family was reputed to be
one ofthe largest and wealthiest
landowmers in Madison Coumtly.
They were heavily involved in
Huntsville cultural and social ac-
tivities and were rumored to have
political connections reaching all
the way to Wasshington, D.C.

As investigators gathered at
the murder scene in south Humts-
ville they began to patiently recon-
struct the events of the night be-
fore.

Mrs. Fleming had gone to bed
shortly before 10 p.m., and the
two ladies staying with her retired
about thirty minutes later.
Around 4 o’'clock in the morning
one ofthe women was awakened
by the presence of a man in her
bedroom who began beating her
furiously about the head with a
rifle he carried. She began
screaming hysterically and within
seconds the other women at-
tempted to come to her rescue.

During the wild melee that fol-
lowed, the women attempted to
beat the assailant off by hitting
him with an iron poker. At one
point in the furious struggle, the
attacker’s rifle was discharged
into the ceiling. Owverwhelmed by
the sheer ferocity of the women's
defense, the assailant pulled a
hunting knife and began slashing
about, trying to free himself.
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page 6
By the time the stranger man-
aged to escape, Mrs. Fleming was
lying on the floor, dead of multiple
stab wounds. The other ladies
had suffered cuts, bruises and
broken bones. Evidence of the
ferocious struggle was easily ap-
parent to the investigators. Over-
turned forniture, broken lamps,
a broken end table and the pool
ofblood on the floor all bore wit-
ness to the violence of the brutal
crime.

At first the clues seemed mea-
ger. There was no sign of forced
entry, but further investigation re-
vealed a small hole in one of the
screens where an intruder may
have used an instrument like an
ice pick to unlatch it. The only
other clues were the murder
weapon, a small fragment of cloth
from ajacket, the magazine from
a .22 rifle and a cap.

It was reported the assailant
was about 17 or 18 years old,
dark haired and with a very
prominent nose. Investigators
seemed confident of the ladies'
abilities to identify the murderer.

The first break in the case
came several days later when a
person known only as Mr. X, and
who has never been identified,
told investigaitors the cap found at
the scene had once belonged to
him. Wedks earlier, he told the
authorities, he had gone swim-
ming with a friend named Isham
Hobbs and had given the cap to

him.

The identification of Hobbs
as a suspect came as a total
shock to the commumitly.
Though everyone agreed he was
eccentric and a loner, no one
could imagine him committing
amurder. One friend later de-
scribed him as “being gentle as
a lamb - the last person in the
world to do harm to someone.”

Bloodihounds from Chatta-
nooga, Temnessee were sent for
and dispatched to the murder
scene. At first the hounds
seemed to pick up the trail but
as they emtered the nearby
woods they soon lost it.

Sightings of him were re-
ported from all across the
coumtly. Skilled woodsmen from
all parts of Allabama joined the
search, hoping to collect the re-
ward. It was an exercise in fu-
tility. The area being combed
was larger than Huntsville and
the Arsenal combined. A per-
son who grew up in the moun-
tains was quoted as saying,
“You ain't gonna catch him un-
til he gets readly. There ain'tno
one knows these mountains
better than Hobbs.”

Truer words were never
spoken.

For the next 17 years legend,
folklore and tall tales would all
combine to make Hobbs seem
invincible. Stories would be
told of people meeting him on a
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meumtain trail, carrying a rusty
rifle and wearing a long straggly
beard. Every time something was
misplaced on the nearby farms its
dismppearance would be blamed
on Hobbs.

Hobbs was well aware of the
mamhumt in progress. Atthe least,
ifhe gave himself up, he would
have to face charges of desertion.
Amd as a friend later recalled, “In
the charged climate of Huntsville
at that ime many people thought
ifhe was a deserter he was prob-
ably a murderer, too.”

For weeks following the mur-
der, he easily evaded law en-
foneement authorities, often sit-
ting on a bluffwhile watching the
law men search the woods below.
Atone point he was discovered by
blowdhounds, but rather than be-
ing the ferocious man-hunters he
had imagined, they jumped all
over him in their exciitement to be
petted. Before sending the dogs
back down the mountain, Hobbs
removed their collars.

Hobbs would have been con-
tent to stay in the mountains but
fiemdls convimced him he had to
get away. Three weeks after the
mmrder he was smuggled out of
the mountains and carried to
Climitanooga where he boarded a
bus to Ashville, North Carolina.

Using the assumed name of
Jack Perry, Hobbs rented a room
aaross from the bus station. For
the fiirst few weeks he rarely ven-
tured out ofhis room but as time
passed he began to feel more com-
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fortable in his new surroundings.
He worked as a house painter for
a short period of time and then
got a job on a surveying team.
Wihen thatjob ran out he went to
waork as an apprentice optical
technician. For all outward ap-
pearances he seemed to be just
another ordinary working man.
Night time however, was a
time of demons for him. For the
past several months he had been
having trouble remembering
things. It had gotten to the point
where sometimes he was not even
sure what his real name was or
where he was from. Even more
terrifying were the mountains sur-
rounding Ashville. Though he had
once felt at home in the rugged
willderness, the mountains now
represented something dark and
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evil. It was, as he later said, as if
“the mountains were holding a
dark secret" he could not remem-
ber.

The efifart of trying to remem-
ber caused on comstant ex-
cruciating headaches accompa-
nied by sickening nausea. The
only reliefhe ever felt was at night-
time when he went to sleep.
Hobbs later said that he would
often write his name on a piece of
paper before going to sleep so he
would know who he was when he
woke up.

In 1947, after almost two
years on the run, Hobbs tried to
commit suicide. He later spoke
of being terrified of demonic
memories hidden somewhere in
the deepest recesses ofhis mind.
“I wanted to know,” he explained,
“but I was scared to know at the
same time.”

Though Hobbs recovered from
the suicide attempt, he knew he
had to get away from the moun-
tains. They were a constant re-
minder of something he could not
remember, and could not forget.
With the few clothes he owned tied
on the back of his motorcycle,
Hobbs left Ashville, spending the
next four momths wandering
through Temnessee and Georgia
before finally settling in Florida.

Stramgely enough, though the

~

}

Sherifi’s department and the
EB.I. knew of Hobbs' possible
presence in Ashville, the local au-
thorities were never contacted to
look for him.

Hobbs undoubtedly harbored
a desire to be caught. In Atlanta,
he mailed letters in his own name.
In Macon, Georgia, when stopped
by M.P’s who were suspicious of
the military-type shoes he was
wearing, Hobbs again gave his
own name. Through a bureau-
cratic blunder, his name did not
show up in any records and he
was soon released.

The farther south Hobbs trav-
eled, away from the mountains,
the calmer he became. The de-
mons were still with him and
haunted his dreams but in his
mind he had forgotten where they
had come from.

In Bartow, Florida he an-
swered an ad for an optical tech-
nician and was immediately hired.
Affter getting a room at a nearby
boarding house, his life soon de-
veloped into a pattern. Up at 4:30
every morning, two pieces oftoast
for breakfast and then sit and look
out the window until time to go to
work.

The very qualities that made
him a recluse also made him a
valued worker. He never com-
plained about pay or working ex-
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tra hours. One cowarker said
Habbs actually enjoyed working
late and never seemed to care if
he got paid or not. Yeaws later
Haolbbs was asked how he spent
his pay. Pausing for a long mo-
ment as if searching his memaony,
Habbs finally replied, “I don't
know.”

Affter getting off from work at
5:00 p.m., Hobbs would go to a
dimer two blocks from where he
lived and have the blue plate spe-
cial, at 69 cents, for supper. He
always sat in the same place,
never talked to anyone, ate his
dimner and after leaving a nickel
tip, would go back to his room at
anear-by boarding house.

There he would sit and look
out the window waiting for dark-
ness to fall, or as he said later,
“waiting to die.”

A psydhimttrist later described
Heibbs as “an atheist with no
semse of smell or taste; a person
who did not smoke or drink and
had never been intimate with a
wamarn; a person who never had
any fun and had nothing to live
for."

Adding to his emotional tur-
moil was not knowing who he
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was. By this time he was suffer-
ing from complete amnesia. His
memory had been sporadic for
years, but now he no longer could
remember where he was from,
his real name or even his rela-
tives. The only thing that stayed
with him were the demons that
returned to haunt him night after
night.

In Novemnnber 1960, Hobbs, no
longer able to cope with the night-
mares or the loneliness, tried to
commit suicide once again by
smothering himselfwith a plastic

The landlord of the rooming
house discovered him a few min-
utes later and called the police
and an ambulance. Though he
quickly recovered at the hospital,
the police’s curiosity was aroused
when they ran a background
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page 10
check and discovered no one by
the name that Hobbs was using
existed. The police asked Hobbs
to consent to fingerprinting - are-
quest he eagerly agreed to. Wiithin
hours the police had an answer:
Isham D. Hobbs, deserter from
the Unmited States Army and
wanted for murder in Madison
Countly, Allabama.

The news that Isham Hobbs
had been captured in Florida hit
Huntsville like a bombshell. Al-
most 17 years had passed since
the murder and most people only
had vague memories ofit. Many
people who remembered Hobbs
believed he was still living in the
mountains and had supposedly
been sighted many times by hunt-
ers and hikers. As recently as
1960, a helicopter had been shot
at near Green Momntain and
people had automatically blamed
it on Hobbs.

Before Hobbs could be re-
turned to Huntsville to stand trial
for murder he had to face charges
of desertion from the military. He
was sent to Eglin Air Force Base
and confined to the psychiatric
ward where a team of 11 psychia-
trists examined him.

The doctorsreports were
unanimous. Hobbs was suffering
from complete amnesia and had
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no desire to live in his present
state. This posed a dilemma for
the military authorities. Hobbs
could not be tried for desertion if
he was not competent, and ifhe
was released without being
charged he would be eligible for
seventeen years back pay, a sum
amounting to almost $70,000.

In a move that would be de-
bated in psychiatric journals for
years, the doctors sedated Hobbs
with heavy doses of drugs and
used the murder charges tojog his
memony. Afer extensive prodding
he finally confessed to the mur-
der and signed a written confes-
sion. Many doctors would later
question whether Hobbs actually
remembered the crime or whether
it was implanted in his mind.
Later, when questioned about de-
tails of the confession, Hobbs
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wounld have trouble remembering
wihat he had said.

In his confession, Hobbs said
he had gone to the Fleming house
to steal a shotgun but when he saw
the woman lying in bed, decided
to knock her in the head and carry
her back to the cave. No one ever
questioned him as to how he ex-
pected to carry an unconscious
waman five miles across the
mountains at night time in the
miidlst of a pouring rain.

Three months later, by a split
decision, the doctors ruled that
Hidlibs' memory had been mostly
restored and that he was com-
petent to be tried. He was pre-
semited with a “less than honor-
able” discharge and turned over
to the Allabama authorities to
stamd trial for murden.

SheriffL. D. Wallls and Deputy
Earl Frazier traveled to Florida to
bring Hobbs back. Frazier later
described Hobbs as “a loner,
though eager to please and ex-
tremely intelligent.” On the way
back from Florida, as they were
crossing Momte Sano Moumtain,
Haibbs told how years earlier he
had ridden his motoreycle from
Fluridla to that very spot on Monte
Sano and had stood for hours
staring at the city of Huntsville in
the valley below. He had no idea

why, he said.

Affter being returned to Hunts-
ville, Hobbs agreed to show the
authorities where he had hidden
out on Green Mountain, seventeen
years earlier. Handcuffed and ac-
companied by Deputy SheriffJoe
Cobb, he led the way to an iso-
lated and overgrown spot near
the base of the mountain where,
after a few minutes searching an
opening to a small cave was re-
vealed.

Inside the cave were the few
remnants ofhis life in the moun-
tains; a rusted .22 rifle and tele-
scopic sight, bedsprings, an ax
blade and a fishing rod. Stacked
agaimst a wall of the cave, as if
waiting for someone to return and
prepare a meal, were numerous

jars and rusty tin cans.

Hobbs sat on a nearby rock
and watched silently as his be-
longings were recovered from the
cave. Atone point he remarked,
almost as ifhe was talking to him-
self, “I could have stayed up here
for 17 years and you fellows
would have never caught me.”

Regardless of the military’s
decision, there were many people
in Huntsville who questioned
Hobbs' competence to stand trial.
On May 23, 1961 the Circuit Court
ruled that Hobbs should be trans-
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ported to Binmingham and be ex-
amined by another psychiatrist.
Two weeks later Dr. Frank Keys,
anoted Bimmingham psychiatrist,
ruled that Hobbs was sane,
though “borderline and possess-
ing a schizophrenic persomality.”
The doctor further stated that,
“Hobbs would probably commit
suicide ifreleased and the ques-
tion remaining is whether he
should be placed in an institu-
tion.”

Wiith the question of Hobbs'
sanity established the case should
have been a foregone conclusion.

It wasn't.

The mysterious “Mr. X” who
had stated 17 years earlier that
he had given Hobbs the cap found
at the murder scene now changed
his story and denied ever owning
the hat. He still swore thathe had
been swimming with Hobbs and
his sister two weeks prior to the
murder but when the sister was
interrogated in Naorrth Carolina she
offfered convincing proofthat she
had not seen her brother since
1943. Exhaustive lie detector
tests given to Mr. X proved incon-
clusive.
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Mr. X's testimony was crucial
to the prosecution as he was the
only person who saw Hobbs in
Madison County at the time ofthe
murder. Though ewveryone as-
sumed Hobbs was hiding in the
mountains, no one had actually
admitted seeing him.

When the case went to trial on
June 20, 1961, James Baker,
Hobbs' defense attormey, entered
a plea of not guilty by insamiify.
Reminding the jurors there was
no evidence to connect Hobbs with
the murder except that of a con-

fession obtained during a
“drugged state,” he pleaded with
them to examine the facts. He also
reminded them that although the
women who had been attacked
the night of the murder had @}mh
known Hobbs, they were still un-
able to identify him. Sunday

Macon Weaver, the prosecu- | 9:00 Bible Study
tor, asked the jury to sentence | 10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
Hobbs to life imprisomment. | on WHNT Channel 19)
Poimting to Hobbs sitting at the | 5:00 Discipleship Training
table he declared, “This boywould | 6:30 Worship
be happy to be institutionalized. | Vednesday
The most cruel and inhumane ggg l;ellows;:p Stu pper
thing you can do is to tell him to “4o Prayer eeting
walk out that door. Where is he | 428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
going to go to? Wihat is he going to "Your Place For Life”
do?”

“Life imprisonment,” Weaver
comtinued, “would be as much

"Old Tyme Friendlly Service™
717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open 8 AM -10PM - 7 Days A Week |

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles |

BellSouth Payment Center
A AT&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping

(256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012
The Only Discount Drug Store Wiith Service
“

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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compassion as punishment.”

After deliberating for over six
hours the jury reported back to
Judge Parsons that they were
hopelessly deadlocked.

Hobbs expressed disappoint-
ment at the verdict, stating thatif
he was not sentenced to the elec-
tric chair he would kill himself.

A retrial was held September
13 in Judige Parsons courtroom
with Thomas Yaoumger replacing
Macon Weawver as prosecutor. The
trial was much like the previous
one, with the same witnesses be-
ing called and the same evidence
presented. The only surprise
came when Younger called one of
the female victims to the stand
and asked her to identify a 1943
photograph of Hobbs.

In a low voice that carried all
across the courtroom, the woman
identified the photo as a picture
of the person who had attacked
her. In sevemteen years this was

iy, &
%%LA&“D&H)

the only time identification of
Hobbs had ever been made.

Later when asked why the
photo had not been showned dur-
ing the first trial, Younger pointed
out that he was not the prosecutor
in that trial.

Afiter deliberating for a little
over two homms, the jury found
Isham Hobbs guilty of first degree
murder and sentenced him to life
imprisonment.

Isham Hobbs, though disap-
pointed at not receiving the death
penaltly, expressed happiness at
the prospect of being locked up
for the rest ofhis life.

As Hobbs was being led away
following the verdict, he paused
briefly in front of Thomas Yomger,
the prosecutor. Afffer eyeing
Yaumger carefullly, Hobbs told him,
“Thanks.”

Startled by Hobbs' comment
and not used to people he pros-
ecuted offfering thanks, Yomnger
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# SERVICE
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asked what he meant. N
“Now I don't have to worry,” UMIUCKY Fam]ly
Haibbs replied. “I don't have to Robert  Lincoln the
f'”m) all:out ge.“mf out;]imkflg President’'s eldest son, was
i:; W ork or trying to make a liv- called to his father's side on the i ‘
" . . night of Lincoln's assassination,
Isham David Hobbs died in April 14,1865, l
i

1969 of stomach cancer while Fifteen years later, on July

serving a life sentence at Kilby | 5 4954 \hiie serving as Secre- Humisville's Newest & Most
Pemitentiary. tary of War in the Garfield Modern Facility
Although it has been over a | gyqietration, he was to accom- Poisial, Piolfesdconat Somite
half century since the murder, | .. Garfield on a trip. He ar- ooty s (Panetoniod
questions are still being debated. | 4o ot the Washington railroad prowoctit. 4l & el fiokcied
Was the man whom people de- | o401 2o Garfield was being as- I :

scribed as “gentle” really a cruel .
1 sassinated there.
: ‘ﬁr‘;{,wllllo s the r:ly‘bsbte- Twenty years later, Robert
noms tY,V (;th d.i q N? ; Lincoln was invited to the Pan-
as a suspect: y ¢ I American Exposition in Buffalo.

change his story years later? Was on s
Hibi . oy eptember 6, 1901, he was
really insane? y did it just about to enter the Exposi- ]

take seventeen years before his .
. tlon grounds when the third |
. Sed? _ |
phuNJg [hco,‘ﬁdbefe;l ied presidential assassination, that ‘
0 one will probably ever of William McKinley, took place. =
Years later, his grandson 2305 e Witk

know.
was with President Kennedy 536-91 97 ’
For Sal e when he too was assasinated.  E——— ————

from 1901 newspaper T
One grave plot along with e ———

nice rock tombstone. Reason-
able priced. Patient has recov-
ered and does not expect to
have a need for it in the near
fiture.

comntact H.B. Humphries
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I
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FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT

"Under New Ownership - Scott & Cheryl Huber”
Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere

, Breakiiast Specials Plate Lunches

Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm

’ Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna, Bacon or Sausage, Your Choice Of
Grits or Gravy, Biscult & Jelly $2.99 One Meat
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89 and Vegetables

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752

Located in Hiistoric Five Points
ONE BLOCK OFFANDREW JACKSON — —
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Huntswville

Coffee T

by Aunt Eunice
With pearls ofwisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

Hi to everyone. [ hope you all
are getting prepared for winter, it
is almost here. But hasn't this
past year been a great political
year? ['ve never known so many
fine people running for office in
one short year. I will be so proud
of whoever is elected - our local
candidates have been so nice and
most all of them have been here
to eat breakfast with me! We need
to all get out and vote on Nowem-
ber 5 - it’s SO important.

We had lots of fun this month
with people guessing the Picture
ofthe Miomnth. I think I had calls
guessing every person running for
office in the upcoming election,
but finally a young fellow named
Billy Wells said that the picture
of the momnth was of Blake
Dornimg. Congratulations Billy!
And come get your big country
Ham breakfast!

You all remember our own
Huntsville gir]l Claudia Jackson
(Heaton) who is now living in Aus-
tin, Texas. Well she was here in
town to visit her mother and she

never forgets me. She always
comes in to see me and catch up
and what's been happemimg, I
keep telling her it's my molasses
with biscuits (she loves that) and
not me but she assures me she
comes to see me!

My dear sister-in-law Rhonie
Jenkims died this month. Our
sympathy goes to her son JW and
daughter JoAnn. And the rest of
the family as well. 1 especially
would like to say to Millie Kent
Pike and her brother Elbert
(Rhonie’s brother and sister) and
their family that I love you all very
much.

I lost two of my lomg-timme
ficiends recently - Mr. Claude
Green and Harold Pizitz. To
their families | would like to say
we love you all very much, and
Mrs. Claude - we miss the Thurs-
day morning visits. My deepest
sympathy to you all.

We had some very distin-
guished visitors this past month -
Cheryl Tribble came all the way
from Alfltanta and her mother Bar-

ENFINGER

DEVELOPMENT

INCORPORATED Clifvs Cove

Heritage Plantation
Heritage Station
King's Ridge
Walker's Hill

Creating Distinctive
Communities voith Lifes
in Huntsvillle, Madison and Meridianvillle.

www.enfingerdeviilsfmento@ti

256.830,0083

tyle

www.iftscove.net
www.heritageplwtadion.net
www.heritagestation.net
www.ldngaridge.net

www. wallsershill. net

Sandra Stecle, President

bara Foritner came in from Cali-
fornia. They sat at the Liar's
Table which was appropriate
since they received the prestigious
Offficial Liar's Certificate. The la-
dies were the guests of Tom and
Cathey Carney and they just
loved their country breakfasts!

Here's the fun we had over this
past month over country ham,
biscuits and coffee. Bill & Doris
(Ray) Hunter brought a group of
family to breakfast in celebration
of JB & Marie Anderson's 64ti
wedding anmiversany! Among the
guests were the Humbers' daugh-
ter Phyllis and husband Don
Brown from Temnessee. Also
there was Daris’ sister Irene
Asakawa from Portland, Oregon.
Marie and J.B. make their home
in Lewiisburg, Tennessee. They all
had a great time with me.

We had Political Day here and
my dear friend John Malone

The first person to correctly
identify the picture of this young
child, shown below, wins a free
breakfast at Eunice's Country
Kitchen.

Hint: Her nickname in kinder-
garten was Hiwatha.
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came and interviewed all the can-
didiates for a radio show - we had
alot of fun.

My good friends Ralph and
Gwen Allred have been on vaca-
tion to New Yark and Canada -
they had a great time but we
missed you!

Something great has hap-
pemed to me since lastmonth. My
great friend Lee Sentell from the
Ntadiison County Convention and
Visttor's Bureau met one of the
NMhontigomery Bureau's representa-
tives here for breakfast. But along
with them were twelve British
wriiters who were here from En-
gland, writing as they cross the
U.S. about the places and people
they meet along the way. Then on
Sunday there were four more writ-
ers and the report is “We are Real
Pegple.” Thank you Bud Cramer
and Lee Semtell for arramging
these wonderful visits.

I understand that some of
Humitsville’s greatest leaders
through the years are not feeling
well. Let's not forget these dear
people - and I know many of you
will recognize their names - Ray
Pearman, Bill Penny, Alvin
Blackwell, Woody Anderson and
my dear Mr. W. L. Halsey. We
need to never forget these great
men who helped build our city
many years ago.

Ouwr firiend Brad Gashan’s
moither had surgery last month in
Bimmingham. I'd like to say to
Mrs. Carol and big Hello and hope
that she is feeling fine.

So glad to see Mr. Ellis
Bediwell looking so good after a
diffficult time after surgery. Mr.
Ellis and Bremda - we love you so
very much.

We lost another great man to
camcer this past Monday. Mr. J.
B. Whitaker was one of the great-
est Chiristian men I've ever
known. He was an inspiration to
lots of people and he meant so

much to me. Sympathy to his
lovely wife Carol and his children
~I know he will be missed.

How could you ever turn down
someone who wants to work to
start a Family Comrt here in
Huntsville, like Billy Bell? How
about a young man like Mark
Craig - one of the fimest men I
know. Also Fran Hamilton, with
all that experience she has? How
about Blake Domimg with 20
years of experience in the Sherifff's
department or Mac McCutcheon
- one of our great Huntsville citi-
zens. | think Lynda Hall and
Lynn are both good people. Then
there is Sandra Rhodes and Ray
Swaim for Superintendent of
Madison County School Systems.
Owr children are sO very impor-
tant to us so please vote for your
choice - our children today will be
our leaders tomormaw.

Happy birthday to my grand-
son Benjie Sledge. Child you're
really growing! Ilove you so much.

Well that's all for now. Please
go vote on Nowamber 5 and re-
member I Love You All!
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Craamy Fruif Pip

1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese,
softened

1/3 c. orange marmalade

1/4 c. walnuts, chopped

Milk as needed to make thin-
ner

Mix all ingredients together,
cover and put in fridge til ready
to serve. Awrange fruitslices in a
circle around the dip, which can
be poured into a bowl in the cen-
ter of'the fruit. This is good with
bread sticks also.

Quigk Fig Baw

1 box pineapple cake mix
(Duncan Hines)

1 c. fig preserves

2 c. nuts, chopped

2/3 c. oil

1 c. cocomut

| egg

11. vanilla exiract

Preheat your oven to 350 de-
grees. Mix the cake per the box
directions, add rest of the ingre-
dients and mix well. Grease a9x

Am ' SW
STmply Sweet
15" baking dish and pour mixture
into the pan, bake for 30 minutes.

Prird Apiiret Balk

1 1b. dried apricot

2 c. flaked coconut

/2 c. sugar

%2 c. frozen orange juice con-
centrate, not diluted

lc. vanilla wafers, crushed

Using a food processor chop
your apricots finely, add to larger
bowl. Chop the cocomut and wa-
fers finely in processor, put all in-
gredients back in processor bowl,
add orange juice and sugar at the
last. Process until well blended,
then roll into 1 inch balls. Coat
with additional sugar, place on
tray and refrigerate til firm. Store
covered in fridge.

Sweet Pecans

1 c. brown sugar
'A c. sugar

52 c. sour cream
I't. vanilla

2 V3 c. pecans

The

B o Ok L e g g er “The Reader's Bookstore™

Good selection of used & out of print Paperbacks. Used &
remaindered Hardbacks. We sell or trade Paperbacks at half price.

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm Sun. 1pm - 5pm

—_———

In a heavy saucepan combine
sugars and sour cream. Cook to
234 degrees or soft ball stage.
Remove from heat, add the vanilla
and beat well til mixture thickens.
Add nuts and stir quicklly, spread-
ing on wax paper before the mix-
ture hardens. Break into pieces
and serve.

12 egg yolks

Pinch salt

3/4 c. sugar

1 c. rum

|l pint whipping cream,
whipped

12 egg whites, stiffly beaten

Nutmeg

Make sure all ingredients are
very cold. Beat egg whites first,
then whip cream in a separate
bowl. Run water over the beat-
ers, then beat the egg yolks sepa-
ratielly. Add salt and sugar slowly
while beatimg., Add rum slowily.
With a spatula fold in the egg
whites, then fold in the cream.
Pour into cocktail or brandy
glasses and add a shake of nut-
meg to each glass. Ever buy this
in the store again? Forgetit! This

"The day | worry about
cleaning my house is the
day Sears comes out with a
riding vacuum cleaner.”

| Roseanne




will make about 3 quarts.

1 square unsweetened choco-
late

V2 c. sweetened condensed
milk

1 stick butter

2 c. sugar

2 'Ac. quick oatmeal

Y2 c. nuts, chopped

In a saucepan slowly heat the
chooolate and butter. Add the
sugar and milk, increase heat.
Cook for 2 minutes. Remove and
pour over oatmeal and nuts. Beat
well til cool enough to drop by tea-

spoonfuls onto waxed paper.
Cliwigtmas
1/4 c. sugar
1/4 c. lemon juice 1,

Y2 c. boiling water

1 pint cranberry juice

1 c. orange juice

1/5 bottle white champagne or

2 7-oz. bottles ginger ale

Boil sugar in water til dis-
solved, add juices, mix and chill.
Just before serving, add the
champagne or ginger ale.

eese
1 stick butter
¥z t. dried red pepper
1 c. flour
1 c. grated sharp cheddar
cheese, grated

salt to taste

1 c. rice crispies

Yz t. paprika

Mix all ingredients thoroughly
and form into small marble-sized
balls. Place on greased cookie
sheet, dip fork in flour and slightly
mash each ball nearly flat. Bake
at 325 degrees for 10 minutes,
remove from sheet to cooling
rack.

Hoppy Oeed v’ake

1 pkg. yellow cake mix

1 pkg, instant vanilla pudding

4 eggs

1 c. sour cream

Y2 c. cooking oil

1/3 c. poppy seeds

In a mixer bowl, place all above
ingredients and mix well for 5
minutes. Pour into greased Bundt
pan and bake for an hour at 350
degrees. Remove from pan and
while warm, drizzle with Sugar
Glaze.

Sugar Glaze

1 %2 c. powdered sugar

3 T. butter

I t. vanilla extract

Warm milk to make a paste

Mix together the sugar, butter,
extract and a bit of warm milk or
cream to make a stiff paste.
Spread over cake while still warm.
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Humtsville, Alabama 35805
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B-26 Crashes
Near Huntsville

by Charles R. Wells

On an early summer morning
in Jume of 1944, 1 decided to go
fishing. With Mama and Daddy’s
permission, I found my fishing
pole, dug a can of worms, got my
new (to me) bicycle and got ready
to leave. ] had celebrated my four-
teenth birthday about three weeks
earlier (June 2nd), and Daddy
had scrounged together enough
money ($6.00) to buy me a Hienz
57 used bicycle. By this, [ mean
it had owersize handlebars, no
chain guard, a 26-inch wheel in
the back and a 24-inch in the
front. 1 was always going down-
hill. Irolled up my right overall
leg to keep it from being caught
in the sprocket and headed over
to one of my favorite fishing holes
on Indian Creek.

Affter traveling about three or
four miles, I had gotten to the hill
on the west side of the creek and
the north side of 72 Highway. I
was pushing my bicycle along a
cow path that ran about halfway
up the side of the hill. As [ was
nearing the highway, I heard a
huge explosion to the south and
looked that way. It appeared that
the whole end of Rainbow Moun-
tain was gone. There was fire and
a lot of smoke, and I could see
trees falling from the sky.

I looked up and saw a plane
(B-26 Miarauder) coming toward
me. Itwas on fire and smoke was
coming out ofthe cockpit and the
bomb bay doors. It was losing
altitude rapidly as it passed over
me and headed toward a culti-
vated field at the top of the hill.
Its nose was down at a very steep
angle and did not flare out before
impact. Upon impact, the nose-
wheel collapsed, the nose of'the
plane dug into the ground, the tail
wemnt up into the air and a matter

Henry Clay’
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1216 Meridian St.




e Y < ToTe (R |

of'seconds later, it blew up. The
pilot had apparently dropped
part of his bomb load on Rain-
bow Mwumtain.

I made my way closer to the
crash site. The pilot must have
radioed the base that he was in
trouble because only minutes af-
ter the crash, the area was crawl-
ing with MPs, police cars and am-
bulances. Wiithin minutes, they
had formed a circle of guards
around the site. There were sev-
eral planes, flying around the
area. Curiosity seekers began to
gather on the highway but were
not allowed to approach the crash
site. No one questioned me as to
wihat I may have seen. [ was told
to leave the area immediiatislly. [
puess a freckled face, barefoot
boy dressed in overalls, carrying
a fishing pole and holding on to
a weird-looking bicycle could not
tell them anything they wanted to

MecNiurtrie familly, working in

their field across the highway,
were also witnesses to the crash.
For whatever reason, none ofus
were ever questioned about the
crash. I had seen the plane many
times before. Allmost daily, de-
pending on the weather, it would
come over the farm several times;
always approaching from a south-
easterly direction, pass over and
then go on to the southwest. A
few minutes later, we would hear
the report of exploding bombs
dropping on a mock village on the
Arsenal. Sometimes it would be l
flying low enough that we could J l

clearly see the pilots. We would
wave and sometimes they would
wave back or dip their wings to
let us know that they had seen us.

The crash site is now occu-
pied by Huntsville Memory Gar-
dens. Perhaps a fitting tribute to
the three men who perished

RON COOPER
256-534-2337
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know. An article in the Humis- there.
ville Tirnes stated that the only
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he life of these pioneers
was very primitive; they

mensions-by the simple process
of stringing up another buckskin

drew Soldipwisthelyomtherssdtinees ofittiain, which served to partition

surrounding willderness for their
necessities and comforts. Their
houses seldom had a piece ofiron
about them. The floors were of
dirt, and in rare instances this
was covered with puncheon. Even
the hinges oftheir doors were of
wood. The walls of the houses
being built oflogs.

Imnstead of fastening the cov-
ering upon roofs, with nails,
lengthy poles were placed across
the boards, and weighted down at
the ends. Owing to the scarcity of
adequate tools and hardware sup-
plies, the houses were necessar-
ily very small, one-room struc-
tures. The small huts served to
house families, which, in many
instances, were greatly out of pro-
portion to their size, for be it re-
membered, in those days families
were large and in this particular
settlement, legend records that
they were unusually large.

As families increased in size,
and necessity demanded, rooms
were added to the family hut, but
without increasing its exterior di-

"hewdly Representing
Hundrsville's Flineest

Properfies”

*Wonit Call Any Old Turkeg#

Do something wacky this holiday season and buy a
new home! OF... sell your home! Advertising at the best, and
it's always on us! Remember to save room for ple!

Mark 316-0320 John 426-5800 David 468-9752
REAL ESTATE, INC.

offthe new room. The erstwhile
“feather-tick,” upon the bed was
not one of the luxuries of which
these early settlers could boast, at
all events, the entire family could
not; for the younger children were
bedded upon pallets, and as the
family comtinued to increase in
numbers, the larger boys slept in
the barn loft, and legend has it,
even under trees and most any-
where.

The prevailing table-ware was
constructed ofhewn wooden uten-
sils, though some of the wealthy
settlers possessed pewter ware.

For some time these pioneers
lived a life of freedom from tilling
ofthe soil, subsisting the while in
sumptuous complacency upon
the abundant provisions of na-
ture. However, after a time they
realized the unusual fertility ofthe
soil, and then clearing ofland was
commenced, and corn was
planted.

There being no grist mills at
which their corn could be ground
into meal, resort was had to the

Humtsville, Alabama 35801
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age-old custom, in primitive quar-
ters, ofusing a crude mortar and
pestle, made by hollowing out a
hard stump in which they
pounded the corn Into meal. Little
or no wheat was planted, and they
lived for a time wiihout flour;
however, when the population
grew, flour was shipped in from
the trading station at Ditto’s Land-
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ing (Whittesburg).

During the first years of the
seftlement all supplies received
from the outside world were
tramsported in by pack mules
from the settlements fuorther
north; later, practically all sup-
plies were shipped from these
setilements further north, down
the Tenmmessee river, and put off
at Ditto's Landing, about ten miles
south ofthe settlement, and from
there hauled in by wagons.

At this landing on the Temnes-
see an Imdian trading station was
operated by John Ditto, who lived
there among the Indians of this
territony, wiitthout white associates
for some years before the settlers
came into the north part of the
countly.

In due time, the cultivation of
cotton was begun, and shortly
thereafter the cotton spinning
wheel came into very general use
in the settlement. The yarn made
therewith superseded in some
measure buckskin, which was
still in very general use as a sub-
stitute for cloth; the principle ar-
ticle of clothing being dressed
buckskin. Prior to the arrival of
cotton and the cotton spinning
wheel, buckskin was used almost
exclusively as bedspreads, ropes,
sewing threads or thongs, as well
as for many other and varied pur-
poses. For a time, at any rate, the
advemt of the cotton spinning
wheel, locally, did not supersede
the use ofbuckskin as an article
ofdress, for cotton cloth remained
a scarce and seemingly very pre-
cious article, as calico cost 50
cents a yard.

As a comsequence only a few

"The word 'genius’ isn't
applicable in football. A genius
is a guy like Norman Einstein."

Joe Theisman,
NFL football quarterback

young ladies of the wealthiest
families could afford to disport
themselves along the paths ofthe
settlement clad in a calico dress,
colored by boiling with diffierent
kinds of native barks, and shod
with buckskin moccasins. Some
few of the wealthier inhabitants
could boast flax spiming wheels,
with which clothes, table and bed
linen were made in limited quan-
tities for home use.

Things which we have learned
to comsider as every day ne-
cessities, such as lamps, were,
with these early inhabitants only
“medical” necessities, being used
exclusively in cases of sickness.
Gunpowder, the chiefinstrumen-
tality for protection and subsis-
tence, was made by the settlers
themselves.

In summing up and taking a
survey of'the apparent hardships
undergone by the early settlers,
who traveled here from homes
and communities furnishing more
of'the ease and luxury ofthe times,
and far greater security oflife; we
naturally inquire, why did they
abandon such homes and com-
munities, and why, again, on such
abandonment, did they choose
this particular spot, the then fur-
thermost settlement from civiliiza-
tion, and many miles away from
their former friends and neigh-
bors? In answer to these queries,
we can only surmise. But, it is
not wondrous stramge that these
people should have been pos-
sessed of the spirit of the times;
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that pioneer spirit which was so
predominant. Having once gotten
upon their way, it is still less to be
wondered at, that they should
have halted in their journey and
built their huts around the won-
derful “Big Spring,” about which
Hunt had spread the news when
he returned to his home for his
fanmilly.

Trully, this new Eden must
have ofiffered many and un-
precedented inducements.
Though surrounded by Indians,
they were never molested. The
surrounding country was well
supplied with waterways; the
streams abounded with redhorse
salmon and trout; the forest with
bronze turkeys, flocks of pigeon,
and red and gray squirrels; and
quail could be bagged by herding
and driving them into nets; deer
and bear frequented the river bot-
toms, and wild duck were plenti-
ful. Truly to them, it must have
seemed that nature had provided
this spot with an unlimited wealth
ofresources.

In addition to these, many
more inducements offfered them-
selves to the large slave owners;
chiefofwhich was the fertility of
the soil, upon which could be pro-
duced one thousand pounds of
cotton to the acre, which was a
prime attraction during these
years, as the price of cotton was
from 20 cemts to 25 cents per
pound. Perhaps an equally po-
tent consideration was, here their
slaves were never molested. If
they escaped their owmers, they

fell into the hands of the Indian
tribes; ifthe tribe was hostile, they
were re-enslaved and treated very
cruelly; iffriendly to the settlers,
the fugitive slave was returned to
the master.

This was no minor consider-
ation to the slave owner, especially
those from Vimginia, since, for
some years their slaves had been
decoyed away, and were escaping
with annoying and increasing fre-
quemcy. Nor had they settledina
country which offfered no means
of transportation; for as earlyy,
probatilly, as 1809, cotton, which
was then being cultivated exten-
sively, was floated on flat boats or
barges down Paimt Rock and Flint
river to the Temnessee. On the re-
turn trip, these boats brought sup-
plies.

l

"] was provided with
additional input that was
radically different from the
truth. | assisted in
furthering that version."

Eel. Bliver North

——— ———

e e . S T . e ——

* If you kill frogs, your cows will
ugo dryu

* Tickling a baby will cause it to
stutter

* To thank a person for comb-
ing your hair is bad luck

* To allow a child to look into a
mirror before it is a month old will
cause it trouble in teething.

* Plant all seeds, make soap and
kill meat on the increase of the
moon. If done on the decrease, the
seeds will not grow, the soap will not
lather and the meat will shrink.
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The
Kildiare
Miamsion

by Dirk Bauerle

Located on Oakwood Ave., the
Kilkdare home has long stood as a
historical landmark, reflecting the
days when Huntsville was the
home ofrich, and often eccentric,
socialites. The Kiildare house was
built as a summer home for
Michael O’'Shaughmesy, a wealthy
northern capitalist who had many
investments in Huntsville. Due to
the home's huge dimensions, and
unusual design, it took almost
thirty years for the house to be
completed. Umfertunately
O’Shaughnesy never occupied
thee home.

As the home neared comple-
tion, it was purchased by the
McCaommick family, who had be-
come exiremely wealthy through
the manufaciture of farm equip-
ment. It was one of four other
homes that Mr. McCormick

owned. The others were located
in Chicago, Toronto, Maine, and
San Marino. When this family
came to Huntsville via train, they
created so much exdiifemment and
curiosity with their wealth that the
schools actually closed to allow
the townspeople to watch the un-
loading of their opulent finrnish-
ings.
Mirrs. MoCommiick resided at
the Huntsville Hotel until Kiilldare

was completed to her satisfaction.

Wiith other homes to chose from,

according to the season, Kiildiare

became the summer home for the

McCommick family. A staff of
twenty, many imported from

northern states, worked full-time

justto maintain the house for her

visits. Large gardens were planted

in a way so that plants would

bloom profusely only when she

was there. The house, even by

capitalist standards, was massive

and eccentric.

It looms four stories high, with
23,000 square feet contained in
its four levels, including the base-
ment. It feaiures a ceniral stair-
well -so family eyes wouldn't have
to be distracted by servants mov-
ing back and forth following their
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commands. There were many
rooms dedicated to specific func-
tions, such as a plant room, in
addition to the traditional living
quarters.

The MoCammicks introduced
Huntsville to the trappings of
wealth. They brought the first
electric car to the city and housed
itin a carriage house built in the
same massive proportion as the
main house

Mrs. MoCummick's Easter egg
hunts became legendany, with real
gold and silver eggs awarded for
fiwst and second prizes. In her
later years, Mrs. McCormick be-
came more and more eccentric,
giving away parts ofher house and
its contents to any visitor who
might express an interest in a
particular piece.

Following her deatln *Killdare
declined, passing through several
owmers and serving many func-
tions, including being both a "hair

salon and a “head” shop run by
“hippies.” In the latter part of the
20th century, it was a rooming
house with as many as 20 fami-
lies living in it.

In recent year there has been
a great interest in restoring the
home to its former grandeur.

Affter all, how many people
ever have the opportunity to five
in a 23,000 square foot land-
mark?

A Civil Wax
Recipe
For Coffiee

from 1863 newspaper

Take sound ripe acorns, wash
them while in the shell, dry them,
and parch until they open. Take
the shell off, roast with a little ba-
con fat, grind, brew and you will
have a splendid cup of coffee.
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Offfaiml Ahtier?

Report of Major J. Morris Yowny, Fifth lowa Cavalry,
concerning his command's activities in North Alabama

Camp near Maysville, Ala.,

Neovemnber 18, 1863.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to
report that, under orders from
Col. WW. Lowe, temporarily com-
manding Second Cavalry Division,
dated Noweamber 13, 1863, in-
structing me to thoroughly scour
the country situated between the
Meamphis and Charleston Rail-
road and the Temmessee River
from Whiitesburg to opposite
Decatur, and over that coumntmy,
pressing horses, mules, cattle,
sheep, hogs, wheat, &c., (to pre-
vent them from being run across
the river) for Confiedlierate use; to
capture and destroy all boats and
ferries on the river firom
Wihiittesburg to Decatur; to break
up or capture a band of rebels,
supposed to be encamped near
the Temmessee River, about the
mouth of Limestone Creek, and
to destroy or render unsexviceable
a grist and saw-mill in that vicim-
ity and in the service ofthe rebels,
I left camp early on the morning
of Nowemmber 14, with detach-
ments firom the Fifth lowa, Fourth
United States, Seventy-second
and Sevemiteenth Indiana - in all,
400 men, and moving by a circui-
tous route across the mountains,
leaving Huntsville to the right,
reached Wihittesburg at 5 PM., cap-

turing 2 Confederate soldiers af-
ter a lively chase of some 4 miles,

adrove of 29 young, fat hogs, and
the ferry-boat which had just
come over for them. Learning
that the island above was used as

arendezvous for captured stock,

I detached Lienitenant McCamant,

Fifth Iowa Cavalry, and 24 men

to proceed with the fexrryboat and

search it thorongdilly. He returned

about midnight with 25 head of
horses and mules. The fexrry-boat
was then destroyed.

Nowamber 15, broke camp at
daybreak and moved down the
river some 3 or 4 miles below.
Captain Bowman, Fourth United
States, was detached with 150
men to make a detour northward,
by way of Madison Station, down

the Memaphis and Charleston Rail-
road, and to secure a position in
the rear of Limestone Creek,
guarding the roads leading out by
way of Mooresville and the point
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opposite Decatur, on this side the
river; while 1, with the remaining
command, moved on down byway
of Triana to the mouth of Limestone
Creek.

At Triana, captured a sergeant
(Conffedlerate States Army), but
found the ferry-boats (two of them)
on the opposite side ofthe river, and
saw rebels apparently guarding
them; also learned that all boats
below were, by Confederate author-
ity, kept on the opposite side ofthe
river and sent to this side only on
certain preconcerted signals.

Patrolling the banks ofthe river,
a skiffand two canoes were found.
The detachment of the Fifth lowa
Cavalry was called on for volun-
teers to cross in these and bring off
the ferry-boats. The call was al-
most unanimously responded to.
Quartermaster Sergt. A.T. Phelps,
Company G, and 11 ihen were se-
lected, who, under cover of 25
sharpshooters selected from the
Seventy-second Indiana, dashed
across the brought offboth the large
boats without loss or accident. The
information that all the boats be-
low were on the opposite side ofthe
river and also that a number were
collected for some purpose over
there and secreted up a creek some
miles below, necessitated the idea
of organizing a regular boat expe-
dition. Licwtenant Cassell, Com-
pany 1, Seventy-second Indiana,
and 30 men were selected, and with
instructions to capture all boats
where it was practicable and join
me with them at the mouth ofLime-

Full Service Master Barber
Call anytime - Leave Message

stone Creek, where, should we
be fortunate enough to find the
enemy, they could co-operate in
the attack from the river side.
The boat party moved out into
the stream, just beyond Triana.
The advance chased a party of
15 rebels several miles, but thenr

Arxriving at the mouth of Lime-
stone [Creek] I found no enemy
there; communicated with Cap-
tain Bowman, who was already in
position. Learned from him that
he had chased a squad ofrebels
and been fired on in the rear by a
small party, but in both cases the

horses were too fleet for ours. enemy's horses were too fleet. He
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(Captain Bowman) also informed deemed it not advisable to attempt Arriving at Huntsville, the Fourth
me that the day before a squad of just at that time capturing that

20 and another of 60 rebels had
passed down the road and
crossed over the river to Decatur.
Shortly after our arrival Licuten-
ant Cassell and party arrived with
eight boats, some of them being
60 feet long. Having learned that
Major Falcomnet, with four com-
panies ofrebels, was compnand-
ing the post at Decatur,

[ thought that with the eight
boats now in my possession we
could attack the post and bring
off the fexrry-boat without incur-
ring too much risk; accordiingly,
organized an expedition to start
from the mouth of Limestone,
which is 5 miles above Decatur,
two hours before daybreak the
next morming. About 12 midnight
the enemy commenced throwing
up rockets, and continued some
time.

Nowamber 16; deeming it ad-
visable to be cautious and recon-
noiter before dispatching the boat
partly, parties were sent out in all
directions. At dawn the rebels
opened on us a brisk fire of small-
arms from across the river. A
party returning from opposite
Decatur brought information that
two pieces of artillery could be
seen across the river in position
and covering the landimg.

A prisoner captured by the
same party reported he had been
sent over that morning with small
party; that General Roddey had
been sent for, and was to be at
Decathar by sunrise; that a portion
of General Lee’'s command had
already arrived, and that they had
been entrenching on the upper
and river side of Decatur since
midmnight. Amother party reported
seeing the enemy throwing up
earth-works.

Rather amused than other-
wise at so unexpectedly stirring up
so much trouble for the rebels, I

only remaining boat mentioned in
my instructions, and had the boat
moved around from under fire of
the enemy and up Limestone
Creek, where they were chopped
up and burned.

Having destroyed certain por-
tions ofthe machinery ofthe mill
referred to in my instructions, and
which I found to be in the service
of the rebels, grinding corn and
sawing lumber to build boats, the
command was divided into three
separate detachments, and, with
instructions to comcentrate at
Huntsville, moved out by diffferent
routes, leaving the rebels across
the river still shoveling dirt, ac-
cording to last accounts.

We had 1 man slightly
wounded. No means ofascertain-
ing the loss, ifamy, of the enemy;.
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United States reported having

captured on the way 5 Confeder-

ate soldiers, I ofthem the
notorious Captain Robison.

Noweamber 17, arrived in camp
here about noon. The country
from Whiitesburg to Decatur is
bottom lands, exceedingly rich,
and in a high state of cultivation;
the plantations very large, gener-
ally from 2,000 to 4,000 acres
each.

The crop of corn is enormous,
and horses, mules, cattle, hogs,
and sheep were in abundance as
[ passed through. Many who had
their stock hid out or run across
the river, had just had itreturned
or brought out, thinking the Yzn-
kees all out ofthe country. As the
result of the expedition, we cap-
tured and destroyed 9 ferry-
boats, 9 Confiederate States sol-
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diers, one (supposed to be) a cap-
tain, and one a sergeant, and re-
mounted the command with from
150 to 200 fine mules and horses,
with a loss of 1 man slightly
wounded.

Respectfullly, your most obe-
dient servant.

J. MORRIS YOUNG,

Major, Commanding Expedi-
tion.

Woman Takes
Pre-Emptive Action
Against Husband

firom 1901 newspaper

Mrs. Ethel Olsen, formerly
of England, and later of Humts-
ville, sent a pistol bullet at her
husband in a crowded street
near the courthouse here late
Sundiay, missed him and pow-
der-burned a passenthy.

She declares she fired to
protect her face from a dash of
muriatic acid which she
charges her husband was pre-
paring to cast at her. She was
arrested and charged with as-
sault with intent of murder. She
tells a story of her husband’s
alleged cruel treatment of her
and their children. It is a sad
case which has the town in-
flamed.
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Potato Cake

An 1845 Recipe

6 c. hot mashed potatoes

1/2c¢. butter

1/4 c. sugar

Grated rind and juice of a
lemon

1/21. salt

1/3 c. soft breadcrumbs

8 eggs, beaten

1/2t. vanilla extract

1/81. each: ground nutmeg,
ground cinnamon, ground all-
spice, ground cloves

Combine first 5 ingredients -
stir til butter melts. Set aside to
cool at room temperatures. Coat
sides and bottom of a heavily
greased 2-quart baking dish with
breadcrumbs, set aside. Add the
eggs to the potato mixture and
mix til combined. Stirin remain-
ing ingredients, mix well. Pour
the mixture into prepared dish
and bake at 350 for 45 minutes
or lightly browned. Serve imme-
diately.
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&n Blemiembronce

"It is good that we make heros out of our soldiers and give them
pieces of rittboms and medals to adorn their chests. But let us not forget
the young men who paid the supreme price that we might be here today.
Triey were once our fathers, our sons, brothers and husbands. We owe it

to them to remember them."

WWI Dead From
Madison County
Raymond Acklin, Oral Alllison,
Robert Bevell, James Arnold,
James Burkes, Cecil Coclhran,
Percy Crunk, Alvin Colwell, Hugh
Davis, Bryan Dutton, Dennis
Fulkes, Horace Fisk, Herman
Gentry, Clarence Gold, Dock Mill,
Thomas Hill, Ben Hope, Oscar
Lee, Charles Joplin, Jim Kirby,
Jonas Logan, Allbert Brannum,
Peter Poach, James Lane.
Tummer Mayes, Ben Maples,
Ellis Moon, David Penland,
George Rutledge, John Styles,
Robert Wagger, Gray Mkiartin,

- Douglas MeArthur, 1923

James Manning, Charles Moore,
Robert Naugher, Ralph Prentice,
Robert Strong, Wiilliam Moore,
James Thomas, Willliam Well,
Thomas Alllen, Leslie Mason,
Millas Payne, Horace Preston, Kirk
Satterfield, James Stewart, Jo-
seph Thomson

VWl Dead From
Madison County
Isaac Denton, John Allen,
Marcy Allen, Robert Alwerson, Wil-
liam Archer, Raymond Amrnold,
Raymond Ashburn, James Ayers,
Louis Baites, Fred Baker, Robert
Baker

John Batt, Clande Baugher,
Wiilliam Bell, Chester Bennett,
Harry Bemson, Milion Berry,
Orden Blamkenship, James
Bolling, Claude Boyd

Terrell Braly, Morgan Bran-
don, Walllace Breedwell, Howard
Britton, Cecil Butler, James But-
ler, Sammy Butler, Bufiord Byrom,
R.E. Cagle, Thomas Callender

John Campbell, Herbert
Carroll, Wiillimm Caudle, Mierril
Chaney, Hemman Clark, Herman
Coggin, Ison Collier, Edd Cooper,
Hollis Cooper, John Cooper

Robert Cooper, John Cowley,
Carl Crabtree, Russell Craig,
James Crawford, James Daniels,
Arthur Davies, Robert Dickson,
John Duncan, Robert Elders

Paul Ennis, Ricdhard Ford,
Leomard Fowler, James Ghidotti,
Harry Gibbs, O.H. Giles, Charles
Glenn, James Goins, Orville
Good, Perry Goosby, Perry Gore,
George Graham

Joseph Graham, Charles




Grant, Charlie Grayson, Miouris
Gullatt, Jamies Gumm, Edward
Harbin, Leaton Harbin, Roy
Hargrove, Donald Harris, Tho-
mas Hargrove, Louie Hatchett
Henry Hester, Harry Hill,
Melvin Hill, Wayne Hollingsworth,
John Hornbuckle, John Hughes,
J.B. Isbell, Joseph Reubin, Luther
Isom, James Ivy, Willliam Jackson
Claude Johns, Nelson Jones,
Theodore Jones, James Johnson,
Paul Johnson, Paul R. Johnson,
Porter Jordan, Harry Kemnamer,
Oscar Kimbrough, Wayne King,
Virgil Kmnight, James Koonce,
Thomas Lamb, Willliam Landers,
Mac Layman, Ernest Lee, Wiilliiam
Lee, T.W. Lincoln, James Lindsey,
Lonzo Locke, Gordan Lovedayy.
JID. Luna, Erskine Maddox,
Hershal MilCann, Amderson
McCrary, Hubert McKelvey, John
Miiller, MEarvin Moore, Riley
Maoran, Nolan Morring, George
Moss, James Mowumnt
John Myers, Wallter Niaymnan,
Hulen Norrris, Benton Nunn, Andy
Parker, Bruce Patterson, Percy
Patton, Leroy Payne, Henry Peak,
Ozxo Pigg, Ricihard Pitts
Thomas Pitts, Ernest Pofts,
Virgil Powell, Lonzo Pritchard,
Hurbert Pulley, Sam Raglland,
Robert Rainwater, Alton Reed,
Frank Rolfe, Nolan Sanders, Rob-
ert Scrimpsher, John Sharp
Joseph Shirley, Carl Sims,

V. Pansies Now In Stech!! |,

Unusual trees, shrubs,
flowers and unique
fe? statuaries.

813 Meridian Str.
536607344

Horace Sloan, Henderson Smith,
Odell Smith, Richard Snyder,
Howard Sparkman, John
Statum, Wargmon Steaklley, Dalton
Speck, W.E. Spragins, Johmmnie
Stevens, James Stewart, Thormas
Stewart

Leroy Suggs, Amos Tate, Glen
Tate, James Taylor, Thomas Tay-
lor, S.E. Terry, Willfired Thompson,
Allbert Thompson, Shelby Tidwell,
Awstin Travis

James Tribble, Thomas
Usery, Emmette Wallker, Thomas
Ward, Wiillemn Wamrner, Hawthorne

| read somewhere that
typical symptoms of stress
are eating too much, im-
pulse buying and driving
too fast. That sounds like a
perfect day to mel

Waitkins, Robert Wedbster

Willliam Wells, Duward West,
James Whitaker, George White,
Ollie Wiikle, Henry Wiilbonrne,
Clifton Wiillzens, Earl Willliams,
Buford Willson, Kmox Wiilson,
Climton Waadhseard

Blinds - Shades - Shutters
Draperies - High Quality
Free Estimates - Expert Installation

Flowers and Plants - Silk or Live, Gift Wrapping
Fruit and Gift Baskets, Balloon Bouquets
Beautlful Wreaths, Candy Bouquets & Baskets

(256) 535-4491 Cell (256) 679-6433
2611 Clinton Ave. - Open Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat. 9-12

Send The Perfect Christmas Gift -
Subscribe to Old Huntsville Magazine

If you have enjoyed reading Old Huntsville Magazine, let us
send a full year's subscription as a treasured gift - something
they will look foward to receiving each and every month.

A gift certificate wlll be sent to the reciplent, letting them
know that the gift is from you.

To subscribe, send $15.00 to: Old Huntsville Magazine

716 East Clinton Avenue
Huntsville, AL., 35801
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The
Mountain
Road

by Jack Harwell

By a fortunate circumstance
of geograpiny, Huntsville lies at the
edge of the great mountain ramnge
that stretches all the way to New
England. We may not have a Mt.
Mitchell or a Mt. Washington here,
but the heights to the east of the
city are ours, and are as instantly
recognizable as landmarks of
home as the Golden Gate Bridge
is to a San Francisco.

Monte Sano has been a rec-

reational destination almost as
long as Huntsville has existed. A
century ago, vacatiomers could
take a train ride from the depot
on Church Street to a hotel on the
mountain’s western face. Then,
in this century, a state park was
established atop the mountain,
along with roads to get there. But
for many years, the lack oftrans-
portation facilities enforced the
isolation ofthe mountain, and of
the people who lived there.

People were living on Monte
Sano as eatly as the 1830s. Dur-
ing that decade, one mountain
resident opened a female acad-
emy there; little infonmation about
the school survives. Enough
people lived on the mountain by
mid-century to form a small town,
named Viduta. Today only a
street name remains to recall the
long-ago village.

Those who chose to live on the
mountain were, of necessily, an in-
dependent lot. Getting to Humits-
ville was no simple matter, even
though the mountain folks could
almost see the city from their
homes. There was a road to
Huntsville, an old stage road, parts
ofwhich can still be travelled on

Stanlieo’s
Sub Vilia

Phone in your order and it will be
ready at our Call-In window.
(usually 15 minutes)

Over 31 diffferent Subs to
choose from!
Two convenieunt loecations to serve you,
607 Jordan Lane 837-7220
602 Governors Drive536-6585

Open 7 Days Weekly

Monday-Friday 9:00am-10:00pm
Saturday 10:00sun- 10:00pm
Sunday 111t 00699 0BT

WANTED

Do you know of any
Old Humtsville stories that have
never been written? Complete
discretion assured. Stories must
be accompanied by factual
records or evidence.

Call 534-0502

Rediscover
Sunset

8 Gdfciub

at the Huntswille International Airport

Now Under New Management by

Temnessee Valley Gollf Management, Inc,

Regular Rates: $25.00 w/cart - weekday
$30.00 w/cart - weekend

Semor Rates; Selr e 5201
We now allow private carts with $5.00 drop fee
Senlor (60 & above) Weekday pass-$400.00
Senlor 7day pass-$606.00
Single 7 day pass-$800.00
Family 7 day paas-51200.00

346 James Record Rd.
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foot today. But it was long, steep,
and torturous, and taking a horse-
drawn wagon down the road was
an ordeal. It wasn't iried very of-
ten.

Thejoining of Monte Sano and
Huntsville began in the 1880s. At
that time the city was enjoying a
period of prosperity brought
about by the opening ofthe textile
mills. The North Alabama DIm-
provement Association, which
was made up of mill owners and
other emirepreneurs, many of
them Narthern transplants, built
a hotel on the mountain. It was
placed on the western side of the
mountain top, and offfered a fine
view of the city below. Opening
day was June 1, 1887.

It had been the thought of'the
Improvement Association mem-
bers to attract tourism to the
mountain, and initially they were
quite successful. Promotional lit-
erature made much ofthe health
benefits of mountain living. One
brochure contained testimony
from four physicians claiming
that maladies as varied as dys-
pepsia, indigestion, and nervous
exhaustion would respond almost
miraculously to the air and water
on Monte Sano - the “mountain
ofhealth.”

But getting to the mountain re-
mained a problem. The old road
was repaired in 1883 as a pre-
lude to development. Indeed, the
Monte Sano Breeze, the newslet-
ter published by the hotel, wrote
in 1890 that the mountain could
be reached by “a fine macadam-
ized road with an easy ascent.”
But some more reliable mode of

—_— ~—

How is it that some-

thing can hang in your

closet for just a month
and shrink 2 sizes?

transportation was called for, and
thus the Monte Sano Railroad
came about.

With the completion ofthe rail-
road in 1889, the success of the
hotel seemed assured. But the
developer’s hopes were not to be
realized. To begin with, some
people had reservations about
riding a train up the steeply slop-
ing mountain side. The curves in
the track were numerous and se-
vere, to keep the grade ofthe road
bed down to a manageable level,
and the locomotives had to move
at crawl speed to take them.
Shortly after the railroad opened,
a locomotive lost its brakes com-
ing down the moumtain and
jumped the track. There were no
injuries, but the accident provided
the line with the kind of publicity
that they - and the hotel operators
- could have done without.

Eventually, the railroad went
out of business due to lack of cus-
tomers. The tracks were lifted,
and the cross ties stacked in piles
which could still be seen half a
century later. Not incidentally, the
hotel closed not long afterward,
following the 1900 season. Itwas
reopened in the 1920s but with-
out success.

A quarter century after the
hotel closed, interest in develop-
ing the Monte Sano began anew.
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A local group called the Mountain
Heiglhts Devadlypment Company
began selling lots on the moun-
tain. This time a road was built
80 people could drive to the top.
Itled from the Florida Short Route
- the main road leading to the
South in those days, now US 431
- to the vicinity ofthe old hotel. It

Executive Lodge
Conference Center

Plan your meeting with us - we can
aeeommodate 5 to 500 guests for:
Banquets - Wedding Receptions
Rehearsal Dinners - Seminars
Smali Private Meetings
Luncheons / Breakfasts

Outside catering or
you can cater your own

Our facility is conveniently located,
private and quiet. And reaonably priced.
We take care of your meeting needs -
from a private meeting with a few
people to the large Magnolia Ballroom
with cathedral ceilings and beautiful
stained glass windows.

Now showing - Friday night
Clesssical Mwvies with Dinner - call
for more information.

Contact: Donna Carter, Mgr.

Louie Tippett,
Owned and Operated

United
Fire & Water

Restoration

533-7163
United Cleaning

209 Parkway Drive

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

Service




page 36
opened on Imdependence Day
1927 and is today called Monte
Sano Boulevard.

Then in the 1930s it was de-
cided to create a new state park
on Monte Sano, making the
mountain accessible to everyone.
Cabins would be built, so that
anyone would be able to enjoy the
privilege of a mountain vacation
close to home.

Those cabins, as well as many
other facilities in the park, were
built by the Civillian Conservation
Corps.Because of the CCC’s in-
volvement, the federal gowenmment
had a hand in the park’s develop-
ment. One local developer later
told how two men from Wasshing-
ton described the need for another
road from Huntsville to Monte
Sano. But where to putit? The
man showed them the old railroad
bed and they decided that it would
be the perfect place for a “park-
way.” The road was completed In
time for the park’s opening
ceremonies in 1938.

Wiillliam B. Bamkhead, for
whom the parkway was named,
was born in Lamar County in
1874. In 1938 he was Speaker
of the U.S. House of Representa-

across from the courthouse. It
was there, too, that his daughter,
Tallulah, was bom in 1902.

Bankhead's career was both
distinguished and meteoric. The
son and brother of U.S. Senators,
he was elected to the state legis-
lature at age 26. Ten years later,
he became solicitor for the 14th
Judicial Circuit. He was elected
to Congrress in 1916, and in 1934
he was made chairman of the
House Rules Committee. The
next year he became Democratic
Floor Leader, and, a year after
that, Speaker ofthe House.

Congressman Bankhead was
present at the lavish ceremonies
that accompanied the opening of
the Monte Sano State Park on
Thursdiay, Amgust 25, 1938. The
affair was covered by radio sta-
tions from Huntsville, Decatur,
Sheffield, and Birmingham.

In addition to Bamkhead’s
speech, there was a motorcade
from the courthouse to the top of
the mountain, and the whole af-
fair was concluded in fine fash-
ion with a ball at the Russel
Erskine Hotel that night.

Today an engraved stone
marks the

route ofthe old Momnte Sano Rail-
road. Where the two digress, itis
now possible to walk the route
once travelled by steam cars,
thanks to the Huntsville Land
Trust. Part of the Parkway was
closed in 1982 when the roadbed
collapsed. Reopened in 1984 it
had to be closed, again soon af-
ter, and remains so to this day.
Still, it is a pleasant drive even
without a motorcade.

ww Flowers

Flowers For All Occasions
Weddings
Funerals
Sympathy

Plants
Quality Roses
Fresh Flowers
Personalized
Delivery

539-2711

Now located at 1207 Meridian St..

tives, but at the turn of the cen- lower end of . o ¥
tury he had practiced law in Bamkhead mwum StYIe
Huntsville for ten years. Parkway.
His office was located in the Much of the
Schiffiman Building, which still road, as
stands at the commer of Eustis planned, fol-
Street and East Side Square, lows the
815 Andrew Jackson Way
Five Paiints
“New Onlrans
Internal Medicine with Pa Bavs. itisk ::3 n:;lf;
Spedial Interest in Senior Care ¥S.J ound the corner
We are known for great food, great
880"0800 folks and great prices!
Accepting Mediicare, BC/BS, and most major insurances. Tues. = Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday
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Lost - Red milkcow. Burnt
place on back; find and return to
M. M. Maymard, Humes Ave., Dal-
las Mills, and receive reward.

Wanted - Good Cook, mustbe

able to milk and discipline chil-
dren. Apply at Employment
Offfice, Sowiheast cormer of
Square.

For Rent - Large Commmodi-
ous house on Adams Ave, Is fur-
nished and has large garden
space; two nice sleeping porches,
Apply to Mirs. M. S, Harris,
Adlams Ave.

For sale - Or will trade for
Ford Touring Car. Rebuilt car with
racing bodly, two seats, 40 gallon
tank, new tires all around, four ex-
tra tires. Engine in A No. 1 condi-
tion. Adidiress Exchange, care of
the Mercuny.

For Remnt - two furnished

rooms for light housekeepiimg.
Mrs, S. R. Metcalfe, Phone 131-1

osimg Your |
~Jab is Never|

=
A

But Finding a Pllace for
"Yeouit 401(k) CAN be:

| Can Help*

Call me to find out how to avold making the wrong
funding choice with your retirement money.

Call me today!

Gann Bryan

Agent

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801
Phone Number 551-2700

The Company You Keay®
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A Leftter

Dec. 12,1942

Dear Mom,

I'm so sorry I haven't written
to you in such a long time. I
thought I would get to come home
for Chiristmas but it doesn't look
like I will now. | know I haven't a
right to wish to come home before
the war is over, but almost every-
body who lost their ship in action,
like I did, got a leave. I would have
ifT hadn't been wounded. They put
me in a hospital here at Pear]l Har-
bor with the other fellows who
were wounded, and when we got
well they sent us to ships and other
places here. But no leave.

I guess I'm pretty lucky any-
way, getting such soft dutyy, but I
will never be satisfied here safe
and letting some other felloe do-
ing my fighting for me.

Mom, the Solomons battle was
not the only battle I was in but I
can not tell you anything about
them. We sure gave the Japs h—
before they got us, and I'm just
iching for another ship and a gun
to give it to them again.

Mom, I guess you think I'm get-
ting bloodthirstty. Well, I'm not, I've
just got a Job to do, and I hope !
can always be as good a sailor as
some of my buddies that were
killed.

Fighting like this gives a per-
son a thrill that nothing else on
earth could - being out there and
knowing all your people are count-
ing on us, and fighting for our great
coumntlryy.

[ lost over a hundred and sixty
dollars that [ had in my locker
when my ship went down. Ifl had
that much money two years ago |
would have died. But now that
money doesn't mean anything, it
didn't wortry me. I'm going to re-

é "it's no exaggeration to

—=

vise my allotment the first of the
year, so be sure to buy bonds
with every penny you don't need
yourself.

If you still have that picture
of me and my buddies with
whom [ went through training,
keep it safe for me, because there
are only ten ofus guys alive now
and [ wouldn't take anything in
the world for it.

Yaour Son,

J. D. Stovall

- N

say that the undecideds
could go one way or
another”

George Bush, President

& at)

Some Advice To
The Ladies

from 1890 newspaper

Never marry a man until
you have seen him eat. Let the
candidate for your hand, ladies,
pass through the ordeal of eat-
ing soft-boiled eggs. Ifhe can
do it and leave the tablecloth,
the napkin and his shirt unspot-
ted, take him. Try him next with
a spare-rib. Ifhe accomplished
this feat without taking out one
ofhis own eyes, or pitching the
bone onto your lap, name the
wedding day at once. He will
do well for you to tie to.

T
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We can simplify your life
by eonsolidating au your insurance
financial planning under the umbrella offthe
J. Smiith Lanier & Co. family offwor.
respected carriers. One companyfor all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesn't that sound good?

Insuring People And
Busiress Since 1868

J. Smith Lawier & Co.

206 Exchamge: Place + PO. Box 6067 + Huntsville. AL 35824 « 256-890-5000
© 1869 EHA
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Oh rothert

by Carolann Bledsoe

My dad grew up here in Hunts-
ville in a wonderful family. His
mother provided for him and his
brothers while his father worked
as the foreman for the Huntsville
Utilities providing for the familky.
But my father was known as quite
a prankster.

On one occasion, as sibling ri-
valry goes, his older brother was
taking a nap one afternoon/ My
father seeing this went over to him
and tied his shoes laces together,
then with fervor yelled, FIRE!!
Upon hearing that my uncle shot
up out of bed and fell flat on his
face. There was quite a scuffle
after that!

On my dad’s 70th birthday
last year, family and friends gath-
ered together to reminisce over
tales of dad’s escapades.

My dad’s younger brother re-
membered that his mother went
to see him one time at college when
he was offat school. His mother,

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Tuesday - Saturday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

looking around the room at all the
clothes strewn about asked, “Son,
when do you wash your socks?”
He said, “Well mom, when they
stick to the ceiling, I figure it's
about time to do the wash.”

One of my favorite tales [ was
told happened when my grandfa-
ther had to work night shift for
the utility company and slept dur-
ing the day. Well one of those
days, my dad decided to play a
45 on the record player. The song
was Buttons and Bows.

He didn’tjust play the record,
he put the needle down, listened
to the words Buttons and Bows
then picked the needle up, put it
down again to here the words
Buttons and Bows again, picked
the needle up and did the same
thing, He did this again and again.
My granddad got up from his very
disturbed sleep, came over to the
record, picked it up and broke it
over my dad’s head.

Several months ago, I went on
vacation with dad's first cousin. I

Washington
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Squa
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Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 7am - 6pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-5555

4 Different Restaurants » One Great Location” ———

told her of this tale and she said,
“Yes, we were staying with your
dad’s family at that time and that
was my record!”

West Station
Amitigues

In Historic Downtown Madison
Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware
Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www. gibsonbooks.com

256-772-0373
112 Main Street
Madison, Al. 35758

565 to Exit 8 - Exit North
to Main Street

Hours: Mon - Sat #0-5 Sun. 1 -5
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Cowme for The food ...
St1ay FoR The Fuw!

LivE Miusic
Nigihitly!

Oprtt 17AM > 2AM
Mentday - SuNdAy




tu's Btom ‘THe Crar 1922

King Tut's Tomb Feund

Nov 26. In Egypt today,
archeologists Lord Camarvon and
Howard Carter opened under-
ground doors that had not been
opened for 3,300 years and found
an extraordinany, priceless collec-
tion of antiquities in what's be-
lieved to be the tomb of King
Tuttankhamen. The Pharaoh was
buried in 1337 B.C.

The British Egyptologists,
working in the Valley of the Kings
near Luxor, discovered the riches
in two rooms next to the crypt of
Ramses VI. At the bottom of a
fligiht of staiirs was a door stamped
with the seal of Twtankhamen.
The men gasped when they

opened it.

The first objects they saw were
three gilt statues carrying beds
carved from wood and inlaid with
ivory and semi-precious stones.
Imnside a box they found embroi-
dered robes, precious stones and
sandals crafted from gold and
painted with hunting scenes. The
pharaoh'’s throne stood regally in
one of the rooms. Nearby were
two life-sized statues of
Tutankhamen, four chariots and
more furniture, most of it exquiis-
itely carved and inlaid with
stones. Ward of the discovery
spread quickly and guards had to
restrain curious onlookers.

Local Weman Wins
Mexican Lottery

Huntsville - Mirs. E. D.
Kimmnbrough received word yes-
terday that she had won 27,000
pesos in a lottery drawing held
in Mexdico City.

Mrs. Kimmbrough's brother
had purchased the ticket sev-
eral weeks ago while on a busi-
ness trip to San Petros, Mexico
and gave it to her as a token of
the trip. He learned ofthe win-
ning number while in Memmphis
and telephoned his sister im-
mediately to inform her of'the
good fortune.

Mrs. Kimbrough is planning
a trip to Mexico.

Come visit our showrooms filled with beautiful antiques and accessories from
around the world. We specialize in American, French, English and Italian pieces.
You will find everything for your home and garden including furniture for every
room, rugs, lamps, chandeliers, paintings clocks, grand pianos, mantles, tapestries,
fine porcelain, sterling, crystal, and bronze statuary; all at the lowest price around.
Our friendly staff is eager to help you find the special piece you have been looking
for or to help you select the perfect gifi for that special someone. Visit us seven
days days a week, 10AM until 6PM Monday through Saturday; 1:00PM until

5:00PM Sunday.

708 Prait Avenue in Huntsville's Historic Five Points

256-539-3383




No Liquor On Ships

President Harding Orders Ships To Dry Up

New York - To the dismay of
those in New Yark shipping
circles, the administration has is-
sued orders banniiig the sale and
transportation of liquor on all
American ships, public and pri-
vate. The controversial ban, an-

nounced by President Hardiiig,
also applies to all foreign ships
that enter Amnerican ports or sail
within the nation’s three-mile con-
tiiieiital limits. However, the liquor
ban will not apply to foreign
embassies within the countiyy.

The United States officially be-
came dry in 1920, a year after
adoption ofthe 18th Amnemdment
to the Comstitution. The Harding
administration order, however, is
quite likely to prove a boon to Ca-
nadian ports, where no such li-

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

Lawn & Garden Supplies

quor ban on domestic or foreign
ships exists. The city of Quebec,
for instance, can now handle ves-
sels as large as those that now use
New Yank City ports, but the Ca-
nadian city currently has only a
modest amount of shipping traf-
fic.

Atlanta - Rebecca Latimer
Felton, an 87-year-old Georgia
widow, received credentials to-
day as the nation’s firrst woman
United States Senator. While
her appointment to succeed the
late Senator Thomas E. Waiison
of Georgia is a historic first, it
is uncertain whether she will
ever be sworn into office. By
the time Congress convenes, an
elected successor to Senator
Waitson will have been chosen.
However, Helen Longstreet, the
widow of Gemeral AP
Longstreet, has appealed to
President Harding to call Con-
gress back into sessionso that
Mrs. Feliton can take her oath.
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Free Estimates
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We Spacialize in Historic Homes
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Bennett Nutseries
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Fumiture
Factory &
Bar & Grill

Mexican Pine Furniture and Iron
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Open for Lunch
& Dinner

Open Tues. - Sat.
for fine dining and
your enjoyment.
618 Mieridian Street

(256) 539-8001
Hunisville, Alabama
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g}gle‘owing Up
On The Farm

by Chip Knight

I basically grew up in the city,
but my uncle and aunt had alarge
cattle and cotton farm over in
Limestone County, and a some-
what smaller one around Madli-
son. So. I got to be both a city
boy and a country boy. Ilearned
to hunt on the Limestone County
place, which was called the
Fletcher place because it had
come to my uncle from his uncle,
a man named Shelby Fletcher. I
do come from a stramge famnmilly.

There had been bad blood be-
tween my grandfather, John
Kmight of Decatur and Shelby
Fletcher of Huntsville. So, of
course, John Kmight's daughter
and Shelby Fletdher's nephew in-
sisted on marrying. Shelby
Fletcher was into land and was not
badly hurt by the Depression,
whereas John Kmight was pretty
well wiped out. So, I grew up with
money all around me but with
none of my own.

As a young boy, I remember

that there were still several teams
of mules on the place. One old
man, General Washington, he was
called, was known for his first at-
tempt to drive a tractor. He got it
started and then didn't know what
to do. I was told that he was still
yelling “WOAH!" as it finally ran
into a tree and stopped. I also
fondly remember Uncle Sommy,
who was an ancient black man
when [ was a child. [ don't know
that he had ever been a slave, but
he probably had. I do remember,
though, that I could hardly under-
stand the language he spoke. It
was English, but it was really dif-
ferent from the way I spoke.
There was a fine old barn up

by the main farmhouse, which,
unfortumzttdly, had been let go to
ruin. There were several stalls in
the barn, and owerhead, there
was a loft where grain could be
stored. 1 was In there one day and
discovered some bad dynamite,
that had the nitroglyoerine leak-
ing out of the dymamite sticks.
They had to get an explosives man
out from Dupont to get rid ofit.
He burned it and at least some of
it blew up, and he was barely far
enough away, but he didn't get
hurt. I did love to explore that
barn; I could always find some-

thing interestfimg,
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| Featuring:
Adora Babies Marie Osmond
Ashton Drake Paper Dolls
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When they were finally ready
to tear down the old farmhouse I
got to explore that too, and I found
a bunch of steel traps up in the
attic. I asked about them, and it
turned out that the red foxes had
been trapped when they started

J) ErLockTower
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Open daily for lunch
and dinner.

The Book Shelf

WE SELL OR TRADE
Stocking New and Used Books

Whitesburg Shopping Center
881-5040

Madiison Plaza

830-4424

Svwne
Lake Gumitersville
Holiday Imn Resort

2140 @unttar Avenue,
Gurttersville, Al.
256-582-2220
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getting out of coritrol. My uncle
liked to fox hunt (ride, camp,
drink and chase but do not kill
the fox) and had seeded the place
with them. Not killing the fox fi-
nally caught up with them.

I remember one night when I
was camping down there, I was
out trying to gig frogs and a fox,
perhaps blinded by my lamp,
came right up to me. And it is
true, a fox den does always have
two exits, at least the ones I've
seen.

One day I was hunting on the
place and was walking in the
woods looking for squirrels and I
came across an old graveyard,
right there in the woods. There
were just a few graves, and the
most recent was from the 1880s.
It was an eerie feeling, finding
marked graves out in the woods.

The only duck I ever shot, I
shot on the Fletcher place in a
woods we called the Chestnut
woods because it had been full of
Chestnut trees before the blight
killed all of them. It was a cold
mornimg, well below freezing, and

I slipped In next to the spring
head of what becomes Beaver
Dam Creek, and there were about
ten ducks in the water. I was ill
prepared for ducks, as [ was
squirrel huntimg. But, game was
game. I slipped in a little closer
and the ducks flushed. I missed
with the right barrel but downed
one solidly with the left. Ofcourse,
he fell in the water. 1had no dog;
I had no boat; I had no proper
clothes. So. I waded in and col-
lected my duck and got soaking
wet up to my waist in that cold
air and then walked about a mile
back to where I had left the car.
But, it was worth it because [ had
my duck. Interestiiigiw. in later

years [ lived on the river over by
Guntersville and we had ducks
who lived there year round and
who would come up to the house
for handouts. I fed them, but I
have not shot another one since.

Being in the country has had
some profound efifiects on my life.
I yearn for space around me even
as [ dearly love my neighbors. I
also remember gathering hay in
near 100 degree weather and run-
ning the tractor with one imple-
ment or another and that tempers
my yearning somewhat. I sup-
pose [ would really like to have my
cake and eat it too. I don't really
know how to do that, but I'm
working on it.
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News
From 1904

Huntsville, Alabama

- Hon. Jere Mimrphy is hav-
ing a new flight of stone steps laid
in front of his handsome resi-
dence on East Holmes Street. Mr.
Murphy already has the handsom-
est residence on that street and
the stone steps will add yet more
to its beauntly.

- Butler Kyser Oil Mill has
found a site in Huntsville. The
plant will be located on the
Kanthaus Lot on Dallas Ave. near
Southern Railway. Afiter looking
over all the available sites of the
city and adjacent territony, the
Butler-Kyser Oil Co. has chosen a
location on Patton Street and Dal-
las Ave. across from the Dallas Av-
enue Baptist church and the Wade
Muittress Factory.

- The site is one of the best
pieces of ground for the purpose
in the city. It is flat and near the
Southern Railroad, which has al-
ready secured a right of way and
permission from the city council
to build a sidetrack from the main
line along the short street running
from Memidiian st. to Dallas Av-
enue.

- The owmers of the land ex-
ecuted a deed to the Butler Kyser
Co. yesterday and the company
will proceed at once to award con-
tract in the building construction.
The company expects to enter
business by the time the next crop
of cotton begins to move in.

- Hon. James H. Ballentine
has purchased the law office of
Hon. Robt. E. Spragins on Eustis
Street. Mr. Ballentine was to have
purchased the office of Dr.
McDaonnell a few weeks ago but
the deal fell through at the last

minute.

- For rent - for the summer
months, a furnished home with
10 rooms, all modern conve-
niences. Help can be provided at
a reasonable cost. Apply to 424
East Holmes St.

- Wamnted - six solicitors, ladies
or gentlemen. Guarantee $50 per
month. Call Mrs. Amnie Nijppers,
211 Jefferson this week.

- Wamted - good home to a
house salesman. Good pay, per-
manent position with board for
horse and buggy. L. A. Hipp,
Mamager 220 Holmes St.

- Mr. R. W. St. Clair, of Hhmrri-
cane, was among the visitors to
the city Mondayy.

- Mirs. Robert Lyoms died yes-

terday morning at her home in
Huntsville after a lingering illness
of two or three years. She had
been a patient sufferer and hav-
ing lived §.consistent Christian
life, did not fear death at all. Mrs.
Lyons was formerly Miss Lizzie
Noblin of Hazle Green. Her hus-
band and one son survive her.
The funeral will be conducted
from the residence this morning.
Interment will be made in Maple
Hill Cemefieny;.

" "Smoking kills. If you're
killed, you've lost a very
important part of your life."”

Brooke Shields, Interviewed
for an antl-smoking campaign

Program
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Searching
For A Ghost

by Cindy Stubblefield

Beffore I start my story, 1 want to tell you
that I was raised to believe there was no
such thing as ghosts or the supernatural.
That sort of changed when I began working
for a business office on Madison Street near
downtown Huntsville. Some very stramge
events occurred that no one could really ex-
plain.

I recall one occasion, a co-wuorker was
still at the office late one afternoon and ev-
eryone else had left for the day. When she
went to clock out, she saw a gentlernan in
the kitchen, his back to her, looking out the
window. When she entered the kitchen she
startled him - he looked as surprised to see
her as she was to see him - as she thought
no one was left in the buildimg,

He was wearing a dark orange suit that
appeared to be from the early 1900's.
Something made her shut her eyes briefly -
when she opened them he was gone with-
out a trace. She remembered that for years
later.

Wiith our compamy, working on Satur-
days was pretty common. [ remember one
particular Saturday two women were work-
ing alone in the office. They heard laughter
coming from an adjoining room down the
hall. When they went to investigate, they
found no one but continued to hear laugh-
ing. It was really spoolky.

On another Saturday I was working with
2 of my co-wwarkers when we began to hear
breathing and loud clinking sounds coming
from the paging system. Since we knew for
a fact we were there alone, this really made
us jitteny.

Affter some inquiring, we began to hear
stories of a funeral home that had been in
this vicinity - somewhere along Madison
Street. But we never could find out any defi-
nite information. Ifsome ofthe “Old Hunts-
ville” readers know or have heard of this -
could you please let the magazine know? It
was supposed to be close to the intersec-
tion of Lowe and Madison.
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Gone With
Gauss!

by Art Pranger

The army enjoyed rifle inspec-
tion every day at 8:00 p.m. Rifles
at that time comsisted of
Springfields and Enfields. The
former a nice piece. The lafter a
club that purportedly worked.
The army also insisted on smooth
operations at rifle inspections.
The Springfield owmners had no
trouble. The Enfield owmers had
abundant. Namelly.... the lieuten-
ant would stand in firont of you,
grab therifle, hold it up to the light
after opening the bolt, inspect it
and immediately shove it back to
you and you were immediately
supposed to clear the bolt — all
in one fanltless motion. Spring-
field owmers did this faultlesslyy.
Enfield owmers had to push the
follower down first and then close
the bolt. This sounds easy but
skinned fimgers were common,
not to mention the clumsy look
which did not add to military pre-
cision.

But some brilliant PFC de-
cided that before inspection if
someone put a nickel in the fol-
lower, it would depress it just
enough to close the bolt smoothly
and then you would look like a
Springfield owner. This worked
fine.

Now for the point of this story.
There was a guy named Gauss.
He could neither read nor write.
He came into the army witth noth-
ing and went out the same way,
but in between he managed to
make Sergeamt ... honorary of
course. Latrine sergeant to be
exact.

One day he announced he had
a girlfriend! He wanted to go to

town that night but had no momey.
So naturally he started borrowing,
Nickels, dimes, anything to round
up five bucks. Some ofthe boys
wenmnt for it with dimes and nick-
els but no bills. They knew that
Gamnss thought borrowing meant
a gifi-

Now desperation forced his
mind to work and it worked very
well. About 45 minutes later his
pockets were bulging and he
grabbed his girlfriend and headed
for the bus. All the guys said,
“Hey, Gauss. Where are you go-
ing with no money?” He just
pafted his bulging pockets. Be-

fore the light dawned among the
on-looking men, Gauss was on
the bus cruising out of sight. As
one man, the group rushed to
their respective barracks to find
every nickel in every Enfield was
gone - gone with Gauss!

He might have been ignorant,
but he wasn't stupid.

Art Pranger was 19 years old
when he was drafted into service.
His son Larry created a web
site,maintained by Art's wife
Rose, with letters, pictures and
merories of his war time expe-
Fiences at www.private-art.com

" Pratted Your Investment!
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Lewter's Hardware Store

—H_ -

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offfiering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 1b. barrel
ofnails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hiardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Weashhington St - 539-5777




Replace your current open top
gutters with Englert Leaf Guard
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and debris. Palented one-piece, Unabsiructed trough allows tree
seamess constnx lion flow of waler
Narrow opening
impedes debris entry
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20 year paint finish guarantee
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