No. 121

——

Tragedy
On
Sharp's
Mountain

t was one of the most tragic
Ievents to ever occur in North
Alabama. A mother and daughter
perished and two daughters sur-
vived.

Almost immediately, however,
questions began to be asked and
now, seventy five years later, people
are still wondering about what re-
ally happened on Sharp's Mountain
in the winter of 1929.
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Tragedy On
Sharp's
Mountain

by Linda (Herring) Kapes

For the residents of Lincoln
Village, the Christmas season of
1929 was one of mixed emotions.
The mill had cut back to a skel-
eton staff, laying off hundreds of
workers at the very time the pay-
checks were most needed. For
many people, despite the financial
uncertainty, it provided a rare
chance to spend time with family
and friends.

Mary Markham was planning
to spend the holidays with her
husband, James Markham, on
Sharp’s Mountain in northeast
Madison County. Their home, a
small rough-hewn cabin, was lo-
cated high on the mountain at the
end of a wilderness trail, miles
from aroad or any neighbors. The
reclusive family had lived there for
years, eking out a living by trap-
ping, making whisky and gather-
ing ginseng.

As their three daughters be-
gan to grow older, the family de-
cided that Mary would move to
Huntsville where she would work
at the mills and the children could
attend school. As often as pos-

sible, Mary and the children re-
turned to the mountains.

On December 19, a Thursday,
the public schools closed early for
the Christmas holidays. Mary had
borrowed a car from her father
and as soon as her daughters re-
turned from school they set out
on the twenty-mile trip to Sharp’'s
Mountain. The weather had been
unseasonably warm, in the high
fifties and sixties, and despite the
children’s protests, Mary made
them wear sweaters.

That evening, about 3:00, the
family reached the home of Harvey
Allan who lived at the base of the
mountain. Mary was anxious to
continue on up the mountain but
Harvey and his family beseeched
her to spend the night. The chil-
dren, excited about being around
other children, begged their
mother to stay. Reluctantly, Mary
agreed.

The next morning, December
20, after a hearty breakfast, Mary
and the children began the trek
up the mountain to the cabin. The
weather was overcast with the
temperatures hovering in the fif-
ties. A strong wind blowing out of
the northwest made Mary aware
that she and her children were not
dressed warmly enough for the
changing weather. Although it was
a long and difficult walk, almost
four miles, the family always
looked forward to it. The rough
wilderness had a certain fascina-
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tion that only one who had been
raised in the mountains could
understand. Albout a quarter way
up the trail the weather began to
change drastitedlly.

The dark clouds thathad been
hovering in the distance now en-
veloped the mountains in a cold
mist, bringing with it strong gust-
ing winds that made walking dif-
ficult. The temperatures began to
drop - in fifteen minutes the tem-
perature dropped by 20 degrees.
At the end of the hour the tem-
perature was below freezing and
still droppimg, The mist changed
to sleet with the pellets being
driven sideways by the hurricane
force winds.

The once beautiful wilderness
trail was suddenly becoming a
nightmare as ice began wrapping
the mountain in its freezing em-
brace.

The sleet quickly gave way to
a wind-driven snow so thick that
within minutes a heavy white blan-
ket covered the mountain. Mary
pushed and urged her daughters
to walk faster but the task had
become almost impossible. Every
step became a test of their
strength and endurance as the
family fought their way up the icy
slopes. Bruised knees and elbows
gave silent testimony to the
treacherous ice and smow. The
two youngest girls began crying as
the bitter arctic wind made a
mockery out of their light cotton
dresses.

The snow began falling harder
and the trail grew more obscured.
Any semblance of a footpath was
now hidden beneath the snow and
landmarks once familiar and
comforting could no longer be rec-
ognized. The family was adrift
just like the snow. When the
evening darkness began to castits
long shadow on the mountain, vis-
ibility became even more difficult
as Mary began to realize that they
were going to have to spend the
night outside, exposed to the ele-
ments. They found alarge, hollow
tree, with an opening just wide
enough for them to crawl inside.
All night they huddled together,
taking turns rubbing each other
in a feeble attempt at warmth. At
one point Mary passed out the
cookies and oranges the children
had saved from their school
Christmas parties the day before.
There was little sleep that night
as the family listened to the terri-
fying sounds of the storm whip-
ping more snow across the moun-
tain. Ice laden branches snapped
from trees throughout the night,
sounding like gunshots in the
darkness.

This freak winter storm that
would paralyze North Alabama
for days had caught Mary totally
unaware. Tennpsnatures set
records as they plummeted to be-
low zero and the snow created
blizzard conditions not seen in
almost a hundred years.

The next morning, a Saturdtay,
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page 6
did not bring the sunshine they
had prayed for. Instead, the snow
was falling just as heavy and the
temperature was hovering around
zero. Mary, who had placed her-
self at the opening of the hollow
tree in an attempt to block the
wind from her children, was suf-
fering from hypothermia and was
too weak to walk. It was decided
that Jane, the eldest daughter,
would take Pearl and together
they would try to find the trail.
After hours of searching in vain
they returned to the tree where
Mary and the youngest daughter,
Viola, were still huddled. Another
night was spent in the bitter cold
praying for miracles that were
nearly beyond hope.

The next morning, Sunday,
Mary was worse, barely able to
talk or move. Jane and Pearl set
out again to try and find the trail
that would lead them home to
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their father. All day was spent
criss-crossing the mountain and
retracing their footsteps in the
snow. Finally, at about three
o’clock that afternoon, they
stumbled on to the trail. It was
barely two hundred yards from
the hollowed tree and less than a
half mile to the cabin. Relieved
and excited, Jane and Pearl
rushed back to the hollow log
where their mother and Viola were
waiting. Excitedly, Jane told of
how they had found the trail and
it was just a short walk on to the
cabin. She was sure, she added,
that they could make it before
dark. Butspending two nights in
the unrelenting cold had taken its
toll on Mary and so she pleaded
that they wait until the following
morning when surely the weather
would be warmer. Jane reluc-
tantly gave in to her mother’s
wishes.

The following morning they
began the short journey with Jane
carrying Viola and Pearl helping
her mother. They had not gone
very far however, when it became
apparent that Mary's weakened
condition would not allow them to
continue. Mary begged them to
help her back to the hollow tree,
saying she did not want to die out
in the open. A saddened and dis-
heartened family returned to the
hollow tree that had become their
safety and refuge. Nature’s shel-
ter would now become a coffin for
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from the same fate, placed her
mother’s lifelless body in the open-
ing of the tree as a shield against
the arctic wind. Hours later, Pearl
joined her mother in death. With
a determination born of necessiity,
Jane removed the sweaters from
the cold bodies and placed Pearl
in the opening beside her mother.

The next day, Christmas Eve,
Jane and Viola once again at-
tempted to find their way to the
mountain cabin. By this time they
had spent five nights and six days
lost in the wilderness with zero
temperatures and no food.

That afternoon, around four
o'clock the two girls finally arrived
at the end of their long and sad
jourmsy. As their bodies warmed
before the open fireplace, they
tearfully relayed the events ofthe
past week to their father. That
night James Markham returned
to the hollow tree and retrieved the
bodies ofhis wife and daughter.

As word of the girls' miracu-
lous survival spread they became
almost instant celebrities. Their
pictures appeared on the front
pages of newspapers throughout
the countmy, with detailed ac-
counts oftheir harrowing life and
death experiences. The following
Sunday Mary Mamrkham and her
daughter Pearl were buried at
Cameron Migdthodist Church. A
charitable fund was established
for the care of Jane and Viola.

It was a story that tugged the
heartstrings of everyone who
heard it.

Wiithin days ofthe rescue, how-
ever, a story quite different from
the first was being told. One that
was steeped in local suspicion and
mysteny.

It went as follows: James
Makham was well known as a
man who loved his whislkey. From
the day he first appeared on
Sharp’s Moumntain, sometime
around 1915, he had the reputa-

tion of a rough-talking, whiskey
drinking man who didn't like
people “meddling in his business.”

The few people who ever vis-
ited Markham's cabin all came
away with a sense of pity for the
familyy. Meamkham, his wife and
three daughters all lived in a one-
room cabin barely 12 by 14 foot
wide. The cabin was almost de-
void of any type of furnishings.
The mere basics, such as soap or
combs, were a rarity and the girls'
only bed was a pallet on the floor.

The stories that were told by
neighbors about Mairkham's tem-
per when he was drunk defy be-
lief. Many people in the valley told
of seeing Mary and the girls walk-
ing offthe mountain late at night
in attempts to escape Markham’s
drunken rages. Other stories were
told of the mother and three
daughters hiding in the woods for
days at a time waiting for him to
sober up.

In the summer of 1929, Mary
Mizrkham finally found the cour-
age to leave her husband and
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move to town where she went to
work at Lincoln Mills. Like so
many other women in her situa-
tion, she was torn between want-
ing a better life for her family and
loyalty to a husband she had
sworn to love, honor and obey.

That December Mary decided
to return to Sharp’s Mountain and
her husband’s home. Mary and
the children spent the night at
Harvey Allan’s house before walk-
ing up the mountain early the next
morning. The weather was unsea-
sonably warm, making the walk
even more pleasant than usual.
Even allowing for loitering along
the way the family, at the latest,
would have reached the cabin by
11:00 that morning. No one no-
ticed the heavy clouds that were
beginning to cover the sky.

That afternoon James
Markham was seen walking along
the road with a sack over his
shoulder. When Kenneth Pitts
stopped to give him a lift,
Markham explained he had been
to the store to purchase more sup-
plies. Pitts got the impression that
Markham’s wife and children
were waiting at home. He said
Markham was intoxicated.

What happened next can only
be conjecture. As evening ap-
proached, it started sleeting and

then changed to snow. By the next
morning the mountain was com-
pletely snowed in, making any
kind of travel impossible. Six
people - James, his brother Rob-
ert, Mary and three children -
were trapped in a small room
barely large enough for two.
James was drinking, along with
his brother. The cramped quar-
ters and the whisky led to argu-
ments. At some point, as many
people believe, Mary decided to
take her daughters and walk off
the mountain as she had done so
many times before.

On Christmas Eve, a neighbor
who lived about a mile from the
Markham cabin heard three
shots, placed closely together.
This was an age-old sign of dis-
tress. His first thought was of fire
as he scanned the horizon for
signs of smoke. Seeing none, he
started to go back into his house
when he heard three more shots.
Quickly he saddled a mule and
began cautiously making his way
through the ice and snow toward
the Markham cabin where he
thought the shots originated.

When he reached the cabin he
found the blackened bodies of
Mary and Pearl lying on the floor.
Jane and Viola were huddled, ter-
ror stricken, in a corner of the
room while their father was try-
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ing to boil a pot of coffee.

After listening for a few min-
utes as the girls told a story of
spending 5 nights in the freezing
wilderness, the neighbor rode his
mule on down the mountain and
called the authorities. No one
knows what story he told the au-
thorities, but the next morning two
officials from the County Health
Department, along with three
armed deputies, appeared at the
cabin with a warrant to take the
girls into custody. The girls were
taken to town where they told
their story again. The next day
Judge Thrasher signed an order
appointing himself as guardian.
The newspaper said, “Mr
Markham agreed to stay in the
background for his daughters
sake.”

Almost seventy-five years later
the tragedy of Sharp’s Mountain
is still being debated. Did the fam-
ily perish going up the mountain
or leaving it?

Records prove it did not start
snowing until that night, long af-
ter the time the family should have
reached the cabin. A puzzling
question probably never to be an-
swered is, “How did two of the girls

|
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live while the other two froze to
death?” Most medical authorities
insist that it would have been im-
possible for the girls to survive the
bitter temperatures dressed only
in light cotton dresses. Did Jane
and Violareturn to the cabin ear-
lier than people thought? Was it
possible that they never left the
cabin? What did the neighbor see
or hear that made armed depu-
ties arrive with a warrant? Why
did the judge remove the girls
from their father’s home? Could
it be that Markham’s reputation
as a drunkard and brute
prompted them to take this ac-
tion? Most importantly, why did
the two girls relate the story as
told above? A story that was
passed on to their children and
children’s children for 75 years.
A story that from outsiders points
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of view comtradicts the accounts
told by neighbors and some his-
torical records regarding the tim-
ing of the snow storm of'the cen-
tury. Was it loyalty for their father,
fear, or shock that would block
their memories? Or could it be
that the truth lies somewhere in
between the accounts as told by
Jane and Viola and the stories
passed down as legend by old tim-
ers of Hurricane Creek?

My mother was the young-
est survivor of this mountain
tragedy, but her story does not
end the winter of '29. She lived

Jor two years with Miany's
brother and wife. When the
funds that had been donated by
the kind citizens of Huntsville
ran out, my mother was placed
in the Alabama Children’'s Home
in Troy, Ala. There she grew to
adulthood. During the summer
of ‘41 she met a soldier who
would become the love of her
life, and in the spring of 42 they
were married. The tragic story
ofbeing in the snow and colldfor
days, and the trauma ofhaving
to leave her mama behind pro-
duced deepfears in my mother
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that she never overcame. She
had afear of storms and snow
that would affect the way she
raised her children. When we
had the ocecasional snow or se-
vere storm my mother would not
allow us to go outside to play.
We had to stay in doors until the
snow melted.

Viola's older sister Jane was
able to go to school/from the do-
nated fiumds. Although nomi-
nated fior the Carnegie Award

for her heroic action, nothing
ever transpired. She became a
schoolteacher and later married
and became a mother oftwo chil-
dren. She and my mother kept
in close contact throughout their
lives. However, they did not
ever talk about the tragedy.

James Mavkham, my grand-

fthar, had an emotional brealk-
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down, but later remarried and
had other children.
Although two stories
emergedfirom the tragedy, one
fmctor cannot be ignored. The
good people of Huntsvillejoined
together to assist the survivors.
From the many volunteers who
carried the stretchers containing
my mother and aunt, down the
mountain to the ambulance; to
those who donated money to
providefor my mother and aunt;
to thefllowers dropped on their
cabin by the airmen firom
Robert’s Field.
I speak for the children of
these two survivors when I ex-
press our heartfelt thanks to
Humtsvilllefor their help.
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News from 1380 BN WA

- The case of J. R. Stegall,
against the city for impounding
his hogs, was tried before Jus-
tice Figg yesterday but the jus-
tice withheld his decision until
today. This case involves a nice
point in law. The defendent's
counsel, Oscar R. Hundley, Esq.,
holds that the city has no right
to take possession of the hogs
without due process of law, it
being in contravention with the
constitution of the state. And if
the city had such aright it could
not prevail in this case as the
hogs escaped from the owner’s
premises or were let out, with-
out the owner’s knowledge.

- Decatur, Al — The quiet of
the Sabbath was somewhat dis-
turbed at the report being circu-
lated on the streets Sabbath
morning of an assault made by
Rev. L. Hensley Grubbs, editor of
the Decatur News, upon one Mr.
Bennett, his printer. The particu-
lars of the matter are somewhat
concealed and as a result, quite
a number of reports are in cir-
culation. The best we can gather
are these: The printer was on
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when | made the decision
to burn the tapes.”

family that he is ASSOCIAT E AmSouth Center
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his usual Saturday night drunk,
and made some demands on Mr.
Grubbs for money which he could
or would not comply with. Words
passed, and finally the printer was
collared and shaken up a bit. Be-
ing too drunk to resist, he submit-
ted as best he could.

- Will Weaver entered the of-
fices of the Mercury this morning
with a huge rattlesnake which
measured four feet three inches
in circumference. The snake had
been killed a few hours previously
by Squire Cornelius on A. J.
Esslinger’s place. It was adorned
with thirteen rattles and a button.

- Mr. J. C. Dilworth, a highly
estimated and generous citizen of
Huntsville, died at his residence
on Meridianville Pike, last evening
at6 o'clock. The
deceased was

beloved by all HOMEOWNERS
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504 Andrew Jackson
Huntsville AL 35801
256-536-5696 / 866-756-4832

2 Blocks North of Five Points

Baby Lock® Elna®  White Riccar  Mielé Panasonic
Singer Brother  Simplicity ~ Shap  Lindhaus  Rainbow
New Home  Origins  Generations Kitby ~ Hoover Electroliux

Bags & Belts Eureka
Tony Coulson-owner
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These thuwee
Indeppadent resttrants
areé creative and
iit's their traditlien
fn Huntsville to
serve really good food
at reasondable prices
and in a friendly

and relaxed atmosphere.

uciano

a fime italian restaurant

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At
Reasonable Prices.

964 Airport Road
885-0505

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.




Joe Bradley Nchool

In 1914, a four room brick
school building was erected
on Triana Pike. The enrollment
during the first year averaged sev-
enty-five pupils to a room, mak-
ing around three hundred pupils
for the four-room building. Atten-
dance, however, was still very er-
ratic and continued so until the
passage of the compulsory edu-
cation laws.

It was during the period 1907
to 1919 that the state and county
first began to levy taxes to make
available funds adequate for the
support of a good general free
education program. Through this
increase in funds, it was possible
for the county to engage more
teachers than ever in its history.
With the greatly increased enroll-
ment and the additional teachers,
the four room school at
Merrimack became entirely inad-
equate.

In 1919 the Merrimack Manu-
facturing Company, aware of the
deplorable overcrowding, began
the construction of a larger school
building at their own expense. The
original frame structure was ex-
tended and renovated, becoming
part of a beautiful modern brick
school building. This handsome

A Huntsville Tradition Since 1961
Serving Your Favorite Pizzas

Lunch Specials 1 1amto 2 pm Daily

721 Clinton Ave. W.
In The Back of Market Square Mall

256-536-2872

edifice was named the ‘Joseph J.
Bradley School” in honor of the
agent of the Merrimack Manufac-
turing Company.

The new building was com-
pleted in 1920. Cecil V. Fain was
principal then and continued
through 1922. In speaking later
of his years at Joe Bradley, Mr.

Fain listed the following “firsts” as

belonging to the community: the
first high school in a suburban
area of Huntsville, the

ence, sports and adult training in
many subjects

In 1926, the Joe Bradley
School became an accredited high
school. The 1927 class, first to
graduate at the school, had as
their session room teacher, Mrs.
J. B. Clopton (the Miss Annie
Bradshaw), who had taught the
first school in the community
twenty six years before. At this
time, the school had a faculty of
nineteen teachers and was con-
tinuing to grow. Additional rooms
and a library study-hall were
added in 1929.

By 1944 the Joe Bradley
School stood as one of the finest

first Boy Scout Troop
in the county, the first
camp for youth in the

Serving Huntsville Since 1890 |

county, the first Girl
Scout Troop, the first

- . PASTEURIZED MILK - -

American Legion post,
first vocational high
school and first school [CE CREAM : BUTTER
for adults to learn to
read and write. e
In 1923, E. F F
DuBose became prin-
cipal of the school, HuntSViuC

having served as as-
sistant principal un-
der Mr. Fain. At that
time, the school of-
fered many high
school subjects in-
cluding vocational
studies, domestic sci-

Ice Cream & Creamery Co.

Your Hometown Dairy

Always has been




accredited high schools in the
southeast. It had an enrollment of
800 students, 22 teachers and
offered courses in Home Econom-
ics, Shop, Commercial, Sciences,
Music, etc.

In 1951, the Huntsville Manu-
facturing Company made a gift of
the entire school property and fa-
cilities to the Madison County
School System. The class of 1951,
was the last to graduate from the
Joe Bradley School. In 1952 stu-
dents from West Huntsville began
attending the modern Butler High
School.

- A tablespoonful ofturpen-
tine boiled with your white
clothes will greatly aid the whit-
ening process.

- When food becomes
scorched on the bottom of a
good kettle or pan, allow it to
cool gradully, then fill with
cold water to which baking
soda has been added. Slowly
bring to a boil, repeating the
process ifthe food has not be-
come softened.

- Paint the bottom cellar
step white. It may prevent ac-
cidents in the dark.

Mian Siaps Wite

But Not Hard Enough To Hiiet

from 1885 newspaper

Esquire Figg had a case yes-
terday which was “a family affair.”
From the evidence it would appear
that James Rutledge whips his
wife. Mr. Rutledge admitted hav-
ing “slapped” his other half, but
not hard enough to hurt her.

His Honor delivered a lecture
bearimig on the conjugal relations
which should exist between “twain
of'the flesh” and explained to Mr.
Rutledge that “slapping” was not
in accordance with the teachings
ofthe Apostle Paul, who exhorted
husbands to love their wives.

Figg then slapped a fine of
seven dollars and a half on Mr.
Rutledge , saying the court hoped
the fine was not hard enough to
hurt him.

Huntsville's Newest & Most
Modern Facility

1
i Sewsty ald (Pentstenics

(einatony

E 2503 e, Ply

536-9197

)
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FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT

"Under New Ownership - Scott & Cheryl Huber"
Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere

Breakfast Specials

Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna, Bacon or Sausage,

Grits or Gravy, Biscult & Jelly $2.99
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752

Located in Historic Five Points odif
ONE BLOCK OFF ANDREWJACKSON

Plate Lunches
Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm
Your Cholce Of
One Meat
and Vegetables

JJIJ §4.98

_——
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Huntsville
Coftee Tal

by Aunt Eunice
With pearls of wisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

Hello! I hope you all have
stayed well during this bad flu sea-
son. We have sure had lots of rain
in this area. Our prayers and sym-
pathy go out to the families of
those who lost loved ones because
of the flooding and torrential rains.
We love you and pray for you all.

The Picture of the Month
was our very own dear friend and
judge Buddy Little. So many
people called to guess and every
single one of them guessed that it
was Judge Little. That has got to
be arecord! Ithink they remem-
bered him from his younger days
- and that means he hasn’t
changed a lot! Ella Ree Craig
was the first to call and guess cor-
rectly so she’s the Winner - I ex-
pect you to come in and claim
your Country Home Breakfast!

Our friend Janie Cowan lost
her father recently. Janie, we love

you and our prayers and sympa-

thy go out to you. I know you'll
miss him so much.

We had some travelers who
were here on business and spent

the night just so they could come
to Eunice's Restaurant and have
a big breakfast the next day. Carl
Weaver from Gadsden, Len
McRae from Meridian, Miss. and
Jeff Everett from Moon Town
came to eat breakfast, and did
they have a great time! It was so
nice to meet each of them.

Well, J.B. Tucker, Mayor of
Hurricane Creek is getting his fish-
ing poles ready. Spring must be
getting close!

We are so happy to read all
those good news articles the
Times has been running recently
about 5 Points, Old Town and
Twickenham, and how our area

over here is now in so much de-

mand. We always knew it was
quaint, homey and neighborly —
now everyone else knows it too! 1
think it's one of the few places
where you can see people walk-
ing through the neighborhood,
saying hello to each other, and just
enjoying the renovations going on
with those old homes. Kind of like
in the old days!

Sandra Steele
President

Apams ALLEY ¢ CLIFT’s COVE ® HERITAGE PLANTATION
HERITAGE PROVENCE ® HERITAGE STATION @ KING's RIDGE
WaLKER'S HiLl. @ Mt. CARMEL BY THE RIVER ® THE BRIDGES

Please vigi¢ our

on-S“e Sa‘cs Ofﬁcc-ﬁ

www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

ENFINGER

DEVELOPMENT
INCORPORATED

C ommunities that encourage ¢ABalanced . Living

I just got a call from my Pat —
Pat Colson told me that she had
justlost her Daddy and was feel-
ing so sad. Our sympathy and
love go out to you, Pat. Mr. Smith
was a wonderful man, spent lots
of time visiting with us here and
we'll never forget him. He was just
one of us.

Jeanne Henry and her son,
James Henry, came by from Lo-
cust Grove Baptist Church Sun-
day to see us. It was so good to
see them, I love you. Hello to my
good friend Connie Mason who
had knee surgery and is having a
hard time moving around. Get
better, Connie.

I keep hearing rumors about
who is going to run against our
mayor, Lorretta Spencer. Folks,
listen to me - save your money -
she's going to be hard to beat!

Our good friend Robert Madi-
son has been seen out courting
young beautiful girls. Better watch

Photo of The Nonth

The first person to correctly
identify the picture of this young
man, shown below, wins a free
breakfast at Eunice's Country
Kitchen.

Hint: He's at Eunice's a lot
but spends time flying all over
Alabama.




out, Robert! You'll end up married
one day.

I fed the group Huntsville
Flight Basket Ball players one
day for breakfast. Theyhad are-
ally good time, and we almost ran
out of food! They were surely a
fine bunch of young men.

Our sympathy goes to the
family of Ray Gurley. The folks
in Owens Cross Road will really
miss him.

We are very happy to report
that our dear Mr. Ray Pearman
is doing much better now - we are
so happy about that. Our friend
Lori Johnson accepted a job with
NASA. She is a greatlady and will
be a wonderful addition to their
team.

Ilike to remember our friend
Mr. Jim Oakes and Miss Ann.
They do such wonderful work in
our community, and they have
done more for our runners than
anyone else. They really put their
hearts into it.

We wanted to pass along a
message to Barbara Fortner in
California who visited with us for
the first time last year and abso-
lutely loved Huntsville - come
back to see us this year — you are
areal Southern Lady at heart even
though you live way over there.
She visited with her daughter
Cheryl Tribble from Atlanta and
we want to see you back again,
too!

To all of our dear friends at
NASA - our love, prayers and
sympathy have been with you dur-
ing the tragic times we have all
gone through recently. Jan, Mr.
Art, Mr. O'Keefe - we love you all
very much.

I have a wonderful brother and
sister that stops by to eat with me.
Both Jeff and Jamie Smith are
planning weddings this summer
and we are so looking forward to
both. Jeff’s bride-to-be is beau-
tiful Amy Perry and Jamie’s
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One Meal,
One Customer
at a time.

groom-to-be is Garrett Miller.
Don't you know that their Mom
and Pop Glen and Debbie Smith
are so proud? I have several oth-
ers who are getting married by
summer - but I'll tell you all about
them next month!

The Singing Valentines came
by and sang to me. 20 beautiful
and talented ladies — all dressed
in red and white and accompanied
by the handsome Jon Knowles
to be my special Valentine!
Thanks so much for that - it was
great fun.

I've been hearing so many
good things about Jane Tippett,
anurse at the Huntsville Hospital
emergency room. She's really a
sweet and caring person.

Our buddy, Blake Dorning,
got moved into his new job as
sheriff. Looks like the job fits him
well and he still stops by to pour
coffee sometimes!

Well, that's about all for this
month. Just remember I love all
of you and come see me!

Betty Crawford

Q—/
6///”';'4/
W 819 Memorial Parkway 534-1641
—

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast Iron Skillets

A Franchisee

NO PulEs.
Jusy Ricw

4777 Whitesburg Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802
Phone: 205-882-6283

Crawford Printing

Commercial Offset
Printing
Free Estimates l

Owned & Managed by

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs

Serving Huntctsville Since 1962

536-2616

2402 Mem. Pkwy. NW, Huntsville, Ala
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Pelicious Fudge

Put 2 cups sugar, three heap-
ing tablespoons cocoa, 3/4 cup
sweet milk and 1/4 cup white
Karo, and butter the size of a
large wabout into a pan. Letcome
to a boil, then cook slowly until it
forms a soft ball in cold water.
Remove from the heat and beat
vigorously until it holds shape.
Pour immediately into buttered
dish. Nuts may be added before
pouring into dish.

Mrs. Shelby Bragg

Pineapple Mksingue

6 whites of eggs beaten very
stiffwith a pinch of salt. To this
add 2 cups of sifted sugar and
beat in slowly and hard. Add a
tablespoon of vinegar and 1 tea-
spoon of vanilla flavoring. Putin
spoon form on a cookie sheet and
bake about 225 degrees for 40
minutes to one hour.

When ready to serve add one
can of grated drained pineapple

and top with whipped cream.
Mrs. 1. Wind

Pate Crumb Caollirs

Crumb Mixture:
¥ c. butter
W1, salt

I t. baking soda mixed with 1

¥ c. flour
1 3/4 c. ground oatmeal

Cook til thick and then cool.
Spread halfofthe crumb mixture
on a well-greased pan and cover
with the date mixture:

Date mixture:

1 package dates

1 c. sugar

1 c. water

(mix in order given)

Add the remaining crumbs to
the top, press down firmly. Bake
45 minutes at 375 degrees.

Mrs. Vera Howard Hall

Stufled Sweet Potatess

6 medium-sized sweet pota-

toes

2 T. butter

Juice of 1 orange

1 c. shredded pineapple

¥ c. chopped English walauts

1 dozen marshmallows

Bake potatoes, scoop out

shells. Mash potatoes, adding
butter and orange juice. Stir in
all ingredients except marshmal-
lows. Refill shell with mixture.
Cut up marshmallows, place them
on top. Put potatoes in the oven
until heated through and browned
slightly on top. Mrs. T. P Hay

Potaters in Saugce

1T fat

1 onion, sliced

1t. chopped green pepper

5 cold boiled potatoes

1t. parsley

Salt and pepper

1 c. gravy or thick broth

Melt fat in heavy pan and

saute onion with green pepper. Do
notbrown. Slice potatoes thickly
and add to onion/peppers. Add
the parsley, season to taste, add
grawy. Cover pan and simmer til
most ofthe liquid has evaporated.
Mrs. Allen Cobb

Lemon
3 T. flour
1 c. milk

2 eggs
1 c. sugar



3 T. butter

Juice of 1 lemon and rind

Combine flour, butter and 3/4
cup of sugar. Cream well, then add
yolks of eggs, juice and rind of the
lemon. Beat egg whites stiff, then
add remaining 1/4 cup sugar. Fold
whites into mixture and pour into
buttered baking dish. Place dish
in pan of hot water, bake in oven
for one hour at 350 degrees. The
top is like cake and the under part
is alemon jelly.

Mrs. Sidney Schiffman

Old Doqs Pound Cake

2 c. flour (sifted twice with salt)

1 c. butter

12/3 c. sugar

5 eggs (unbeaten)

1/8 t. salt

Cream butter and sugar, add
one egg at a time, mixing well after
each. Add flour last and put in
well-greased cold pan. Bakein a
slow oven one hour. Grease cold
pan and coat well with flour. Mrs.
Claude Lawler

Easq Maqic Macaroons

Y, c. Eagle Brand Sweetened
condensed milk

2 c. shredded coconut

Mix Eagle Brand and coconut
together. Drop by spoonfuls in
well-buttered pan about 1 inch
apart. Bake in moderate oven (350
degrees) until a delicate brown.

These crunchy, crispy, coconutty
macaroons make a tremendous
hit! Remember evaporated milk
won't - can’t - succeed in this
recipe. Mrs. Sam W. Smith

Scondinovion Cookies

2 c. butter

1/4 c. brown sugar

1 egg, separated

1 c. sifted flour

3/4 c. chopped nuts

Tartjelly

Blend butter, add sugar and
egg yolk - blend until light. Blend
in flour and roll dough into small
balls about one inch in diameter.
Slightly beat egg white with a fork.
Dip cookies in egg white, roll in
chopped nuts and place on a
greased cookie sheet, making a
depression in center of each.
Bake for 5 minutes in a slow oven
(300 degrees) Remove from oven
and press down centers again and
continue baking for 30 minutes.
Cool slightly and fill centers with
jelly. Candied cherries or small
pieces of candied apricots or
other fruits may be used.

Miss Bernice Lawler

Omnqe Marmalade

1 orange - 1 lemon (1-1 ratio)

Sugar

Quarter the fruit and shred
with a sharp knife. To each mea-
sure of fruit allow 3 full measures

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huneswille, Alabama 35805

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456
email: linprint@imindspring.com
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com
VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS

Business Cards, Letterheads, Envefopes, Flyers, Labels
Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapsets

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons
Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks

Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags
Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Political Signs, Buttons

Commercial

Presentation Folders
Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE:

Social & Business

Graduation & Name Cards
Ad Specialties

— Too Many ltems to List —
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of water. Allow to soak for 24
hours, then boil hard for 10 min-
utes. Set aside for another 24
hours. For each cupful of fruit
mixture, add 1 cupful of sugar. At
least, add 1 extra cupful. Cook
until it will jell. This makes 7
glasses of marmalade.

Mrs. A. S. Hodges

HOPCl SOUCQ

1/3 c. butter

2/3 t. vanilla flavoring

1 c. confectioner's sugar

Let butter stand at room

temperature until easy to work
with but not melted. Cream thor-
oughly and beat in sugar. Con-
tinue to beat until smooth and
fluffy. Add vanilla slowly. For a
richer sauce, beat in 1/4 cup
heavy cream.

Helen McCown

The Trains!

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays


mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
http://www.linprint.cceasy.com

by Stephanie Troup

In 1833 Judge Wiilliam Smith
hired Wiilliam and Thomas Bran-
don to build a house for him. This
home would become one of the
largest in the southeast, spreading
over 12,000 square feet, and hous-
ing one of the most extensive art
collections in the state. It would
also remain empty for years,
maintained by a staff of servants,
while its owmers lived in Europe.

The initial purchase to begin
the building of the home was an
order of one million bricks. Con-
struction began and progressed
slowly because Judge Smith was
not easily pleased. The building
went on for seven years. In 1840
Judge Smith died, never seeing the
completion of the house. His
grandsom-im-lesw, Meredith

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and slzes. We also buy

Calhoun, as executor of the
Judge’s Will, supervised the
completion ofthe house.

The house faced Eustis St.
and included a five-foot brick wall
surrounding the entire block of
what is now Lincoln, Eustis,
Randolph, and Greene Streets.
The 12,000 square foot house sit-
ting within the brick wall was for-
midable and imposing with three
stories, seven windows across the
fagade, and a gleaming copper
roof.

In his collection of articles on
celebrated Huntsville homes, Pat
Jones wrote that the house saton
the “highest spot in the
block.. Wide stone steps ran the
length of the small porch in
front.” He said it was outstand-
ing and unparalleled for beauty
and elegance.

Meredith Calhoun, his wife
Mary, their three boys, and the
Judge's widow and Mary’s grand-
mother, Margaret Smith, lived in
the house. In 1842, Margaret
died, and shortly afterwards the
Calhoun's eldest son, Willie, expe-
rienced a crippling spinal injuny.
But possibly the most tragic event
for the Calhoun family during
these years was the death of thenr
middle son, John, at the age of
four.

" S. Miitchell Howie

Attorney and Guirseler at Law

107 Nerth Side Square, Huntsville, Al 35801
(256)533-9696 - Fax (256)533-3488

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

rremiurn hand-made cigars

SURGEON GENERAL WARNING:
Cigars Are Not A Safe Alternative
To Cigarettes,

Humidor Pipe
Shop, Inc.

Robin R. Morgan
Owner/Tabaeconist

2502 S. Mem. Parkway
(256) 539-6431

“"Everyone on the premises
is a vegetarlan, except for
the dog.”

Seen on front door ofhealth

food store

RENAISSANCE

THEATRE
at Lincoln Center

“The Tasmanian Banquet”

Written and Directed by Robert
Riddle Baker

May 8, 9,10,111(2:30 Matinee),
15,16,17

Corporate parties are invited;
call now to reserve your company
party. Call 536-3434 or 536-3117
to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at
Shavers Book Store & Lincoln
Center Antique Mall
orcall 536-3117
1216 Meridian St.
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Grief-stricken, the Calhouns
decided to travel abroad to seek
medical care for their son Willie
in France, but it was hinted that
Mrs. Calhoun herself was so dis-
traught and ill that she required
medical care as well.

While the Calhouns lived in
Europe, the palatial house stood
empty for years and was main-
tained by a staff of servants. The
interior was filled with the
Calhouns’ art collection that they
had amassed during their trav-
els. It was considered by many
to be the largest and finest pri-
vate collection in the South at the
time.

During the years that the
great house stood empty, a friend
and neighbor of the Calhouns,
Mary Lewis, commented that the
house“...looks sad... flourishing
with mellowness over its sad his-
tory.”

The house was very attractive
to occupying troops during the
civil war. Unruly prisoners were
kept in the underground kitchen
behind barred windows. Other
parts of the house were used as
a hospital and the rooms were
crowded with beds, not only for
battle wounds, but for the many
soldiers who were stricken with
measles. In 1867 the house
served as military headquarters.

The house was rented in
1874 and used as a dance stu-
dio, and in 1876 it became the
offices of the U.S. Circuit Court
for the Northern District of Ala-
bama.

The most illustrious event in
the Calhoun House's history was
the trial of Frank James in 1884
for a payroll robbery three years
earlier. Huge crowds came from
far and wide to witness the trial
or just to be near the excitement.
James was quite a celebrity and
when he was acquitted, the sym-

The house, the remaining art
collection, and the entire block
were sold to Milton and Ellelee
Humesin 1887.

From 1895 - 1898, the
Calhoun House served as the
location for a boy’s school, the
Huntsville Academy.

In 1907 a fire struck the
house, and the burned out build-
ing remained an empty eyesore
close to the heart of downtown
Huntsville, until 1909 when it was
sold to L.C. Sugg for $10,800.
This is the house that cost Judge
Smith over $75,000 to build in the
1830’s.

In May of 1911 after another
fire, the Calhoun House was de-
molished. Itisnow a parking lot,
located directly to the right of the
YMCA (now law offices) as you
look east. Today there is nothing
to remind one of it's past glories
and drama except for the historic
marker at the location, which de-
scribes the trial of Frank James
that took place there.

One of the most important
things a father can do for
his children is to love
their mother.

TWO for Tuesdays

Martini Wednesdays

.In The Alley”

Always Great Live Entertainment
Wednesday thru Saturday
NEVER A COVER @ Ms. Mollies

Enjoy $2 Margarita’s, Bloody Mary's and Import Drafts till 9

Join us as we celebrate “Humpday” with 10 favorites for only $2.50 each

Beat 1the elock

Every time you come into Mollie Teals, be sure to punch in on your very own
time card. Atthe end of each week, Ms. Mollie will add up your total hours of
indulgence and whoever accumulates the most hours per week... WiN PRIZES!

Happy Hour Daily
4 till 7

Pathetic crowasgheered. S2 Cocktails...5 1.50 Domestic Beer...52.50 Wine

|
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Early History Of Huntsville

"Between 1810 and 1816"

by Brig. Gen. E. C. Betts and published in1909

As an introduction to this
chapter, the author asks
leave to quote briefly from a let-
ter written in 1815 by John W.
Walker, later United States Sena-
tor, to his friend at Washington,
W H. Crawford, then Secretary of
the United States Treasury:
“Huntsville is situated around the
finest spring in the world; the
spring forms a semicircle 100 feet
wide, and at a trivial expense the
stream can be made navigable for
batteaux to the Tennessee river;
which is only ten miles distant.
The market house is of brick; the
jail of wood. In its immediate vi-
cinity are five cotton gins. The av-
erage land in the county will pro-
duce 1,000 pounds of cotton to
the acre, and 800 bales will be
this year’s crop. The land is also
admirably adapted to tobacco
raising. Besides the gins in Hunts-
ville, there are twenty in the
county.”

Such expressions as these re-
flect the spirit of the times. An
exhilarating air of buoyancy and
hope pervaded every phase of life
in the community. The atmo-
sphere was electric with ardent
optimism for the future, which
was so abundantly warranted, as

www.markfortsonhomes.com

"Proudly Representing
Huntsville's Finest
Properties”™

Mark Fortson
Phone - 316-0320

is eloquently attested by history's
narration of that future.

As the beginning of this, the
second era in the growth of the
settlement, is the ending of the first
at which lands were bought, the
inhabitants were primarily en-
gaged about the business of estab-
lishing their homes. Most of the
wealthier citizens built houses
along the south of the town, just
out of the town limits, ranging
from Pope’s - now Echols’ - hill on
the east, to the spring bluff on the
west, along what is now Williams
street, which was lined with tow-
ering oaks and stately poplars;
while others erected their houses
along what is now Maiden Lane,
just south of a rugged and pictur-
esque bluff, upon which was later
situated the home of Leroy Pope.
From time to time residences
were changed from one part of
town to another, and from the
country to town, and the reverse.
Thomas Bibb and Henry Minor
being among the most noteworthy
of those who moved over to the
south side of town.

After the matter of housing the
settlers had been properly dis-
posed of, the attention and ener-
gies of the entire community seem

www.northalabamaproperties.com

Residential
Investment
Commercial
Farms
Acreage
Income
Properties

John Fortson
Phone 426-5800

AP ESTATE, INC. ;

Preferred One Group - 920 Merchants Walk - Phone 533-7878 Fax 533 7848

' -I;ai?fi,

to have been directed to the de-
velopment of the economic inter-
ests of the town; not to the exclu-
sion of, however, but with due and
commensurate regard for its
proper political development as a
factor in the governmental life of
the territory.
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Some time during the year
1810, Alexander Gilbreath
opened a mercantile establish-
ment at the corner of Gates and
Henry streets, and about a year
later formed a partnership with
James White. This firm enjoyed a
large and lucrative business for
many years. John Brown erected
two storehouses on Exchange
Row, being the first on the north
side of the square. Near these J.
O. Crump built one.

In 1810 John Read came to
Twickenham and erected the first
house on the old Schaudies prop-
erty, at the southwest corner of the
square. This house was later pur-
chased by A. Jameson, who ran
a hotel there, and some time
thereafter it was acquired by Allen
Cooper, who continued to operate
the hotel. The first storehouse on
the east side of the square was
built by Neal B. Rose, Leroy Pope
and John Hickman.

For a number of years the first
and only paper in the territory
was the “Madison Gazette,” pub-
lished at Twickenham by Mr.
Parham, having been established

James C. Vaughn CPM®

South Realty Inc.

3313 S. Memcrial Parkway
Suite 100
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256) 881-4800

in the early part of 1812, as a
weekly. Later, in 1816, this pa-
per changed hands and was
thereafter published by T B.
Grantland, under the name of
“The Huntsville Republican.”

As early as 1803 the Territo-
rial Legislators conceived the idea
that taverns were institutions pe-
culiarly subject to governmental
control, even to the extent of fix-
ing the rates to be charged; how-
ever, notwithstanding this, hotels
Or taverns were numerous in
Twickenham. On the west side of
Jefferson Street, just off the
square, on the site of the old
Huntsville Hotel, C. Cheatham
owned and operated a tavern, and
just across the street, in the cen-
ter of the block, Archibald
Maderra ran his tavern, which
was headquarters for the del-
egates to the Territorial Constitu-
tional Convention held at Hunts-
ville in 1819.

Between these years, the
population of this, the oldest En-
glish settled town in the State,
was of slow growth, notwithstand-
ing that Madison county then held
within its limits more than one-
half the entire population in that
scope of country which later be-
came the State of Alabama. Nev-
ertheless, during this period the
business and commercial inter-
ests of the settlement grew by
leaps and bounds. Many cotton
gins and mills of various charac-
ters were located in and around
the town.
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The author will be pardoned
for here digressing, and record-
ing the fact that the first cotton gin
in the county and probably in the
State, referred to by a chronicle
of the times as a cotton
factory,was erected by Charles
Cabaniss on Barren Fork of Flint
river, soon after the land sales in
1809.

When the court house was
completed in 1816, it was flanked
about on all sides by handsome
brick storehouses, and in all parts
of town many elegant and costly
homes had been erected and
many more were in the process
of completion. This material
growth of the town represented
the skill and handiwork of two
brothers, Thomas and William
Brandon, who came into the com-
munity in 1810, with nothing but
their mason’s tools, and in these
few years had transformed the
crude log hut settlement into the
brick and mortar metropolis of

the territory, it had by this time
become.

Though engrossed in and bus-
ied about the reclamation and
development of their own wonder-
ful county, the fires of patriotism
still burned brightly in the souls
of Madison’s men and women. On
October 13, 1813, General An-
drew Jackson, and his com-
mand, after marching from
Fayetteville to Huntsville in five
hours, halted at what is now the
intersection of East Holmes and
North Lincoln streets, for rest over
night, having learned on arriving
here that the report of the “rapid
approach of the Indians was ex-
aggerated.” General Jackson and
his command the next day con-
tinued their march through the
country of hostile Indian tribes to
Horse Shoe Bend, where that san-
guinary battle was fought with the
Creek Indians. Nor was their de-
parture unattended, for the
county had contributed liberally
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of its men; four companies from
Huntsville, one the “Mounted
Rangers,” under the command of
Capt. Eli Hammond and a fifth
company from Hazel Green, with
Captain Jack Mosley as its com-
mander, had joined General
Jackson's forces here.

In those strenuous - times,
when safety lay in one’s ability to
shoot a muzzle-loading-flint-lock-
squirrel-rifle, “military pre-
paredness” was not merely a fad
to be indulged according to politi-
cal exigencies, and universal mili-
tary training, in a measure, was a
reality. The duty of every male citi-
zen to bear arms in defense of his
country and be subject to its call,
was not a myth. To the accom-
plishment of this end, laws gov-
erning the same in the territory
had been enacted, which, we have
observed, were made to apply to
Madison county, on February 27,
1809.

It was required of the com-
manding officers of the compa-
nies that they enroll “every free
white male who shall have been
ten days in their respective beats-
each beatin the county having one
or more companies and who shall
be above the age of eighteen and
under the age of forty-five, and
shall give notice to such person
of his enrollment. Thereafter mi-
litia duty or service was compul-
sory upon males so enrolled.

The regiment was required by
law to hold a muster once a year,
and the company once every two
months and oftener, at the discre-
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tion of the commanding officer.
During the war of 1812 the
settlement had furnished its quota
of men to defend the country. Two
companies, one under the com-

mand of Capt. Jack Mosley, and
the other with Captain Gray as its % @%{’/}@ lere
commander, went forth from % ?(M% ance
Huntsville; however, both compa-
nies were mustered out without ; :
having seen service in actual war. Informative Videos
At the end of this era, between gteg ature
the years 1815 and 1816, there Fe i
. . Toys & Lotions
was a pronounced inflated condi- M ]
agazines
tion of affairs. Land values,
which, in some instances, had in- Huntsville
creased tenfold, bear unmistak- | 4925 University Dr.
able evidence of this forward ten- 830-0069
dency of things and events in the Decatur
life of the settlement. 1oy S%Tg(‘;"ég LTl
The southwest corner of the
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square known in later years, as the L
Schaudies corner- sold in 1811 for
$715, and without having been im- r

proved with a costly building,
brought $7,500 when sold during I desire to locate my mother, Mattie, who belonged to the

the last year of this period; and it is Chapman plantation. At the end of the war she worked for the
said by a narrator of those times, Harolds family in Huntsville. Her last name is probably Chapman
that this instance of the rise in or Withers. Anyone having information can contact me at this

property values, is a fair index to Paper. from 1871 newspaper
the advance in the price of all prop-

erty.
prevail immediately in the town, but 7 |
throughout the county as well. Farm \‘/ H
lands approximate to the town ] ' ‘)
As a corollary of these advances BROKER \‘ ORK FORO
in the wealth and financial re-
the per capita wealth of the indi- . ) ,
viduals of the community kept pace. Do Thev Push Certain Products?
Do You Feel Your Investments Work Better

Not alone did these conditions
brought $100 per acre.
sources of the settlement, as a town, Do Thev Have Sales Quotas?
For Them Than They Do For You?
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by Jim Latham sionalism you expect.

De Mitt Kelly lived in the
block of West Clinton where
Planter’s Union bank now
stands. He wore a heavy, long
wool coat the year round in
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The First Methodist Church
e o B. Alan Blackmon
they invited all the prominent 900 Bob Wallace Ave. Ste. 124 Huntsville, Al 35801
men in Huntsville. Since he was Securities Offered through First Montauk Securities Corp.
so well known, De Mitt decided Call today for more information
he would attend the meeting. The and a FREE Retirement Consultation
men were asked to stand up and 256_533-6108
introduce themselves. They
stood and told the crowd that I e e e e e e e R R
they were doctor, attorney, busi- ! Y <! Please send me
P hanteit. - e more information.

b nave

De Mitt stood up and said, 0 o E
“I, De Mitt Kelly, am a bootleg- - o 1
ger. No need to deny it, as I have DAYIMEPHONE( |
sold whiskey to most of you fine CLIPAND MAIL TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE
fellows who are here today." be—- - il TR TR 4
Montauk Financial Group. Brokers with your interest in mind.

Maontauk Financial Group™
First Montauk Securties Corp.
Member NASD/SIPC




Old News

From 1904

Injured in runaway

As the result of a runaway ac-
cident near the Wade Maitiress
Factory yesterday afternoon, Mrs.
R. B. Searcy was badly injured
and Mrs. Frank J. Thompson was
painfully bruised.

The ladies were driving in
front of the factory when the
horse got his tail over one of the
reins and began to run.

Mrs. Searcy attempted to
jump out of the buggy and was
thrown with great force against
the ground, the back ofher head
striking agaimst the stone curbing
and cutting the scalp very badllky.
Mrs. Thompson did notjump but
was thrown from the buggy a little
further down the street. She was
painfully bruised but was not cut.

Mrs. Searcy is believed to be
serious. The ladies were attended
to by Dr. Brooks and last night
both were resting quietily.

Joe Mason Arrested

He claims that he did not sell
whiskey but only bought it for his
friends. Joseph Mason, the well
known egg and produce dealer,
was tried before Commissioner
Greenleaf yesterday on a charge
of retailing whisiksy.

The revenue men claim that
Mason has been violating the rev-
enue laws with impunity for sev-
eral years and has kept a wide sec-
tion of Paint Rock Valley supplied
with whislkey.

Mason, on the other hand,
claims that he was not selling
whiskey but that he merely took
orders for it and delivered it to his
friends and customers whom he
desired to accommodate and fur-
thermore, that he made no profit
whatsoever by delivering the li-
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quor.
The case is unique and will be
an interesting one for the next

grand jury to pass upon.

Long Term Care
Insurance

Call Leng Term Care Insurance expert

Mike Funderburg
(256)534-1123

We bring good things to life

Insurance products underwritien by
General Electric Capital Assurance Corp




page 28

The Gypsies

by Helen Miller

Apparently the glorious days of the care-
free vagabond gypsies are over. I haven't
heard or seen any physical evidence of them
now in over 50 years. Back in the 1920’s, they
came in covered wagons to our small South-
ern town, pitched tents on the outskirts and
camped for weeks at the time. Their unique
lifestyle attracted me to no end and with wild
imagination and excitement. I viewed in awe
those strange people whose life was so differ-
ent from mine.

I was warned by my elders to stay away
from where they were because they were lazy,
had no fixed dwelling and were without means
of an honest livelihood.

The women wore long bright colored
purple or blue velvet dresses and sparkling
swinging ear rings that hung down to their
shoulders. Each finger, on both hands, had
atleast one ornate ring and their chests were
covered in a mass of dangling beads that
would start every dog barking within hearing
distance as they shouted out “We can tell your
fortune! Come let us read your future from
our crystal ball! You may never have this op-
portunity again!”

The men were dressed oddly also with
bright red and yellow sashes around their
waists and forehead and decorated boots.
They could cleverly play a violin and dance at
the same time as the children sashayed
around in their soiled worn clothes that didn't
seem to bother them one bit. They appeared
to be one big happy family jingling their tam-
bourines and keeping in step with the music.
They would come riding into town in
horsedrawn wagons, then split up into small
groups going in every direction in and out of
shops pretending to look for something spe-
cial but never buying anything. 1 would stop
and listen with great curiosity as they loudly
chatted to each other using strange words and
phrases that I was unable to understand. 1
supposed gypsies had a language all their own.
Some proprietors would miss items from their
counters and complain to the law, but their
slight of hand technique was so skillfully mas-
tered it was impossible to catch them in the

act of stealing. Every day we heard another story about
their sticky fingers or how someone foolishly lost their
money having their fortune told by “Madame Evelyn”. In
exasperation some of the church women of the town
talked about going out where they were camped and try
to evangelize them, but the city fathers advised against
it.

Usually after a few weeks the gypsies became rest-
less and moved on, much to the relief of everyone. Stretch-
ing my memory a bit it seems like I can recall an old
classic English nursery rhyme that reminds me of those
unique but happy people and a phase of American life
that is gone forever.

“Hark, Hark! the dogs do bark. The beggars are com-
ing to town! Some in rags, some in tags, and some in
velvet gowns!"
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. 401 Williams Ave. Huntsville, Al

(2%26) 537-1400
Reservarions Accepred
Mon. - Thurs. 6am 1o 2pm / 5:30pm 10 9:00pM

Fri. - Sat. 6am 10 2pM / 5:30 10 10:00pm
Sun. Brunch 11am 10 2pMm

#% %% *|ntroducing Chef Kelly Heatherly’s Spring Specials® * * * *

Smoked Pork Chop with Creole Mustard Demi, Carmelized Apples, Mashed Sweer Potatoes with Bananas
aNd Sunburst Souash $16.97

Smoked Seabass with Fried Crayfish Tails and Lobster Sauce. Served with Aged Cheddar Au Grarin
Potatoes and Baby Green Beans $18.95

Crabmear Stuffed Shrimp with Three Cheese Grivs, Spicy Remoulade Sauce, and Braised Shiitake
Mushrooms $18.9%7

Hickory Grilled Chicken Breast with Black Jack Bourbon Sauce, Pesto Oven Roasted Poraroes, and
Baby Carrors $14.97
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Fried Green Tomatoes, Fried Golden Brown ANd Served on A Bed of Tomato Coulis and Topped with Goar
Cheese and Green Onions $7.97

Blackened Shrimp Served with Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes and a Spicy Cream Sauce $8.9%

A Pan Seared Salmon Filletr Served on A Bed of Watercress and Fennel, Topped with Goar Cheese and
Pecans $8.9%

Jerk Shrimp Salad Jerk - Shrimp Tossed with Pineapple, Mandarin Oranges, Fried Tortilla Strips,
aNd Field Greens Topped with Shredded Coconur and Our Cilantro DRressing $8.9%

Freshly Made Home Style Mear Loaf Served with Balsamic Onion Gravy, Burtermilk Mashed Pota-
To€s, ANd VegeTable DuJour $13%.9%

Jack Daniel’s Ribeye - A 120z Ribeye Marinated in Our Jack Daniel’s Marinade and Grilled
To Your Liking. Served with Yukon Gold Porato Hash and Vegerable Du Jour $21.9%

Chicken Avalino - A Tender Sauteed Chicken Breast Served with a Lemon Butter Sauce, Rice
Medley, and Garnishied with Artichoke Hearts, Mushrooms, and Capers $14.9%

Cajun Penne Pasta - Penne Pasta Tossed with Sauteed Mushrooms, Artichoke Hearrs,
Andoville Sausage, aNd Diced Tomartoes in A Zesty Tomato Savce $12.9%
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Downtown

and the

by Jerry M. Wilbanks

he big yellow city bus
would take you downtown
for a dime (later a quarter) and
bring you back home, practically
to your doorstep. All this, and the
schedule was amazingly accurate.
The bus came all the way out to
Huntsville Park, made a loop
around the neighborhood and
then headed back to town. It was
extremely convenient for young-
sters and for those adults with-
out an automobile. It seemed like
there was a bus waiting at our
corner stop every half hour; and
if you missed it, you could just run
up the street one block and catch
it at the end of its neighborhood
loop. My sister Dorothy was an ac-
knowledged master of this ma-
neuver. When she had toride the
bus for any reason, I don’t think
she ever once made it to the first
stop on time! (Only kidding, Dot).
My father worked a short stint
as a bus driver back in the fifties.
I don't remember too much about
that except that he wore a kind of
gray uniform and a cap with a big
shield on it that made him look
for all the world like a policeman.
Encouraging this mistaken belief,
he enjoyed a special kind of re-
spect around me and my young
friends. By the time we had got-
ten old enough to know better, he
had gone on to another job.
Sometimes on Friday after-
noon, I would ride the bus down-
town with my Mom. There she
would take care of banking busi-
ness, shop the ten-cent and de-
partment stores and wind up the
afternoon at the A&P Grocery

Spring Park

Store. When we had finished up
with the grocery shopping, my
dad would appear and we would
load the grocery bags into the
trunk of the family car and drive
home.

My sisters worked at the
Woolworths, Walgreens drugstore
soda fountain and anywhere else
they could find after school em-
ployment. After all, the bus ser-
vice was always available for the
back and forth commute. There
were no malls to speak of in those
days, but teenage girls loved to
hang out and shop downtown.
That's where the stores and the
movies were!

Alone, I liked to ride the bus
downtown to go to the movies. I
remember that the Lyric and the

Grand Theaters were directly op-
posite each other on the same
street. The movie theaters were
usually my destination on Satur-
day and Sunday afternoons (af-
ter window-shopping the hunting
knives, guitars, cameras, Army
surplus and luggage at the local
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pawnshop on the square.) Occa-
sionally... almost always ...I would
spend all my money at the
theater’s concession stand, and I
would be forced to walk home.
This was quite an uneasy journey
and usually in the dark! I would
come straight down Clinton
Street, past the sometimes dan-
gerous red brick projects, turning
at the Butler High School intersec-
tion and proceeding through the
very scary district of West Hunts-
ville, and thus into the familiar vil-
lage of Huntsville Park. Each time
I made this harrowing trek, I
promised myself it would be the
last. And it always was ... until the
next time.

Another destination on the bus
route was the Big Spring Park.
The area had been developed into
ponds, bridges and neatly
trimmed expanses of grassy land-
scape. The ponds and waterways
were home to ducks, geese and
giant goldfish. These little carp
had been given plenty of room to

Now Accepting New Patients

Gentle Foot Care

Office Hours, Housecalls
Nursing Homes, Assisted Living

Dr.VANT. NGUYEN

DPM-Paodiatrist - Foot Specialist

3909 Drake Ave. SW
Office (256)539-0559

Treatment Of All Foot Disorders

grow and grow they did. Some of
them were huge! We liked to bring
along bags of popcorn and bread
scraps to feed fish and fowl alike.

Located near the Big Spring
Park was the Huntsville munici-
pal swimming pool. We came
there on hot summer mornings
and spent the day swimming and
sunbathing, During the fifties, be-
fore the development of the polio
vaccine; many parents became
concerned that their kids might be
at risk around public recreational
areas, and for at least one sum-
mer attendance at the municipal
swimming pool was noticeably
down. Sometimes the facility
looked downright deserted. Al-
though there has never been any
scientific evidence to support the
idea, many people still believe that
public swimming pools are high
risk areas for infection by the po-
lio virus! Around our neighbor-
hood, parents just didn’t feel good
about communal swimming dur-
ing the unfortunate polio epidemic
of the fifties.

One of the big
attractions of Big
Spring Park was
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the Big Spring Cafe. In those days
before the proliferation of fast
food joints, the Big Spring Cafe
was a destination in itself. The
food was just great. Delicious chili
dogs and slaw dogs made with
ketchup, hamburgers, cheesebur-
gers and chili; these are just a few
of the items to be found on the
menu. Even today the Big Spring
Cafe continues to serve all the old
favorites, along with stew, ham-
burger steak, Double Cola and
Coke in bottles and the ever popu-
lar “greasies”. These are little
burgers with mustard and onion.
(Did you want fries with that
greasy?)

Along with an army of other
customers, my Dad especially
liked the hamburgers. Upon re-
quest, both sides of the bun, top
half and bottom, could be dipped
in the grease that the burgers were
cooked in. This was considered
the apex of gourmet dining among
burger enthusiasts of all ages. A
note to the health conscious: don't
try this at home. My Dad some-
how made it to the age of eighty-
seven, in spite of such reckless
dining and utter disregard for all

Seniors have much to offer the
young, with life-long knowledge and
experience.

Dost M. Khattak
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seven, in spite of such reckless
dining and utter disregard for all
the rules of a healthy diet.

Riding downtown on the bus
was a big deal to us kids. It sort
of expanded our universe and al-
lowed us to browse around be-
yond the confines of our little vil-
lage. Of course we were always
happy to get back home to famil-
iar surroundings. In those days,
a trip downtown for shopping,
business or recreation was an
event to be enjoyed. Even though
the town itself began to grow and
expand and businesses began
their slow, inexorable crawl to-
ward the outlying complexes and
malls, the downtown was slow to
give up its dominant status in the
estimation of old time residents.
Downtown was still the big story
in most people’s minds and en-
dures in memory unchanged and
undiminished.
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Judge

Parsons

by Jim Latham

A young girl and her
mother appeared before Judge
Elbert Parsons in Circuit Court
at the Madison County Court-
house.

Judge Parsons, a curt man,
said “What is your name, girl?”

She replied, “Sweet Thing.”

Judge Parsons said, “I
mean your REAL name!” She
replied, “Sweet Thing IS my
real name, that's what my
mother named me.”

“Well,” said the Judge, “T'll
just call you ST because I sure
ain’t calling you Sweet Thing!”

Huntsville Man
has Tornado
Fighting Invention

from 1885 newspaper

Alocal man has thoughtof a
way to fight tornadoes, which he
has described in a letter to “The
Scientific American”. His plan is
to blow them up with gunpowder.

A keg of powder is to be kept
to the southwest of the house or
village to be protected. The rea-
son for placing it at that particu-
lar point of the compass is be-
cause experience shows that tor-
nadoes generally move toward the

northeast.

When the dreadful funne] is
first seen, Mr. Schultz would have
a cool-headed man wheel the
powder into line with the ap-
proaching storm, then to retire
about 100 years to the northwest,
wait until the devouring air mon-
ster was just over the keg and then
fire the powder, by electricity, we
suppose.

His idea is that, as itis a well
known characteristic of torna-
does to take long leaps through
the air sometimes skipping wide
reaches of country, a charge of
gunpowder properly applied
would give the tornado a lift that
would save a village.
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Senior Friends is a special program that promotes healthy
living for individuals age 50 and over through education, social
events and other special membership privileges such as:

National Magazine

Prescription Discouwmnts

Healthcare Discounts

Travel Oppeovttunities
' So Much More

[ Wi
! a
More than 330,000 individuals, working and retired, benefit
from this national membership program.
You gotta have friends... Senior Friends, only at Crestwood
Medicail Center.
Wi i il
Call 256-880-4131

Jlor more information on Senior Jianulks.

www.seniorfriends.com


http://www.seniorfriends.com
crestwoodmedcenter.com
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News From Huntsville and Around The World

Hews From The Year 1901

Aug 9. Oklahoma Territory
has grown by 2,080,000 acres
overnight, and a lucky 6,500
homesteaders have staked their
claims. Federal agents acquired
the fertile land south of the
Cimarron River from the
Comanche, Kiowa and Apache for
$2 million. Ranchers and railway
barons lobbied for the purchase,
seeking grazing grounds and in-
creased traffic, respectively. Min-
ers know the area offers coal re-
serves, and farmers believe the
soil is good for corn, wheat and
cotton.

Previous expansion in Okla-

5:00PM Sunday.

lahomrritory Upen

homa had been a chaotic affair;
in the 1889 land rush the mad
scrambl€ resulted in at least one
death. This time, authorities sub-
mitted nearly 170,000 would-be
claimants to an orderly lottery.
The winners are required to re-
main on their allotments for five
years before obtaining titles.

The land would have been
available to the public sooner if
the Indians living on the eastern
half of the territory had not
known their rights and exercised
them so well. The tribes there
have written constitutions and
well-established systems of self-

Come visit our showrooms filled with beautiful antiques and accessories from
around the world. We specialize in American, French, English and Italian pieces.
You will find everything for your home and garden including furniture for every
room, rugs, lamps, chandeliers, paintings clocks, grand pianos, mantles, tapestries,
fine porcelain, sterling, crystal, and bronze statuary; all at the lowest price around.
Our friendly staff is eager to help you find the special piece you have been looking
for or to help you select the perfect gift for that special someone. Visit us seven
days days a week, 10AM until 6PM Monday through Saturday; 1:00PM until

708 Pratt Avenue in Huntsville's Historic Five Points

256-539-3383

government.

They demanded, in addition to
the cash payment, a 160-acre al-
lotment for each member of their
tribes.

Oldsmobile
Horseless Buggies
To Be Built In Quantity

Ransom E. Olds predicts he
will produce and sell over 400 of
his curved-dash Oldsmobiles be-
fore the year is out. The $650 ve-
hicle, which resembles a horseless
buggy, is affordable by many
middle-class families. Still, Olds
cannot assume the public will
prefer his experimental internal-
combustion engine to a steam-
driven one.




Stock Market
Takes Dive

May 9. In the largest single-
day break on Wall Street since
1803, mayhem ruled today as
previously rational men punched
and kicked each other in the
scramble to unload their plung-
ing stocks.

Quotations started falling at
about 1 p.m. By closing, some
prices had crashed a full 20
points. The situation was so criti-
cal that bankers conferred late
into the night to find a means to
prevent total financial catastro-
phe. Although this plunge has
been predicted by some, it caught
many by surprise. All eyes had
been on the phenomenal rise in

Northern Pacific stock, which
gained 70 points in three days. It
remained unscathed, with a net
gain of 16.5 at the end of an oth-
erwise disastrous day.

Auto Club Gets
Speeding Ticket

May 11. Members of the Auto-
mobile Club of America were
arrested today in Morristown,
New Jersey, for breaking the
speed limit. The drivers violated
the posted eight-mile-an-hour or-
dinance during a cross-state race.
Witnesses said the auto enthusi-
asts had reached speeds up to 30
miles per hour. When the gentle-
men stopped for lunch at a local
hostelry, the Morristown justice of
the peace presented them with a
lump fine of $10.

May 3. A defective wire at a factory in Jacksonville, Florida, is
thought to have sparked the worst fire in the city’s history. The fire
caused about $15 million damage and left 10,000 to 15,000 home-

less.

An area two miles long by a half mile wide was razed and about
130 blocks were scorched, many in the heart of the business and
residential sections of town. An estimated 1,300 houses were de-
stroyed, along with hotels, theaters, shops and churches. Casualties
could not be immediately determined. Fed by strong winds, the blaze
spread so quickly that firefighters were unable to get it under control.
After about ten hours, it finally burned itself out
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We Specialize in Historic Homes

John M. Bzdell 326-8053

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

@CLOCKTOWER

Restaurant

Open daily for lunch
Wedding Receptions
Rehearsal Dinners
Banquet Area

Private Meeting Rooms

256-881-0904

7500 S. Memorial Parkway
Suite 115-A




Memories of
My Visit to

the Monte Sano
Hotel

by Newman Ward

Bess, my wife, and [ were out
riding one early Sunday morning
many, many years ago and de-
cided to go out Pratt, across
Monte Sano, and back by
Governor’s Way. While on Monte
Sano, we made our way to the
Monte Sano Hotel - we had heard
so much about it and were very
curious about what it actually
looked like.

After much calling we aroused
the caretaker, who was not too
crazy about showing unan-
nounced visitors through the ho-
tel. But after much cajoling, and
a bribe of 25 cents, he let us look
around.

He showed us “Memphis
Row,” and told us that so many
people came from Memphis every
year that they occupied an entire
wing. This musthave been before
1937 because after that I worked
Sundays at the Post Office. Of
course, the Hotel had been closed
for some time by then, but was
still standing, vacant, with only
the caretaker to keep it company.
It was sort of sad, actually, such a

Wi’urple
Peanut

A Specialty Store
For Children
Celebrating
20 Years!

(256) 534-5767
2357 Whitesburg Drive

beautiful building.

I don’t remember it's being
open during my lifetime. It was
situated on the edge of the moun-
tain with a breathtaking view of
Huntsville. We mostly looked
through the windows at the empty
rooms.

I remember that Charlie
Crute, the owner of the Lyric and
Grand Theaters, had a house
near the hotel and his daughter
(Martha Fleming I think) might
know more about the hotel. My
mother’s sister married Carlyle
Patterson, and Charlie Crute
married Carlyle’s sister, all de-
ceased now. I can't think of any-
one else who lived up there back
then, except Dr. Burritt of course,
and Ernest Coe who had a hol-

lowed-out tree log that he usually
sleptin.

I remember the Times had
written a story about Ernest Coe
that was really interesting. This
was probably back in the *30’s.

"It's just wonderful to be
here in the great state of
Chicago."

Dan Quayle

Toy Store

Specializing in the service
& restoration of fine
British automobiles.

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
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JSurure is ifs uncertasnty.

be lass of a loved one.

1 R . I
Q'a_c be most certain thing abour the

JLt’s néver too early to be responsibie.

Qur Family (are Programs
Jree families from emotional and
Sinancial decision-making when nutnbed by

LAUGHLIN SERVICE

Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc
2320 Bob Wallace - Ave. 5. W.

5342471

Customer-Designed Works of Art.
European Quality Made From Scratch.
Taste What You Create!

-Wedding Cakes

- 3-D Sculptured Cakes
- Appetizers / Catering

- Gourmet Chocolates,
Candies, Pastries

- Breads, Cheesecakes,
Pies and Coffee Cakes
- Sugar-Free Cakes

Free Samples - Birthday/ Celebration Cakes

Call for directions and appointment
cakes3d@highwaay.net
www.ellenscreativecakes.com

(256) 828-1007 - 9899-G Pulaski Pike - Toney, Al 35773
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A Provider of Long Term Care, Short Term
Rehabilitation, Alzheimers, Dementia Unit

Quality First
Quality of life and service go hand in hand. We are
dedicated to achieving the highest possible quality of
care for our Residents.
Committed to Compassion .. Striving for Excellence ..
Serving Responsibly

Comfort, Safety, Security
Our resident rooms are designed for comfort and safety with nurse call system within reach. Personal
touches and furnishings are encouraged to complete that homelike environment.
E3... Our Commitment to Excellence.
Our E3 program allows our residents and families to identify individuals who are observed to be
performing a "Moment of Excellence”. These moments are posted. We encourage our residents & families
to help us recognize our employees in their continuous pursduit of excellence. We believe E3 makes a
distinctive caring difference for you and our staff. (Look for our F-3 Posters.)
Accommodations - Semi-Private & Private Rooms:
One (1) Bedroom Apartments, Two (2) Bedroom Apartments, Respite Care (Short Term)
Skilled Nursing Home - Private and Semi-private rooms; Assisted Living accommodations
Apartment Features:
Kitchenettes in every apartment, Refrigerator,Wall to wall carpet. Spacious closets, 24 hour emergency
call system in bedroom and bath, Private bath with walk-in shower, safety bars and seat.
Special Features:
* 24 Hour Personal Care Assistance. * Licensed Nurses for Medication Administration. * Three tasty
meals Daily. * Housekeeping and Linen Service. * All utilities paid (except private phone) including
basic cable. * Life enrichment Programs, Activities and Social outings. * Scheduled Transportation. *
Beauty and Barber Shop.

Physical Therapy - Occupational Therapy
Speech-Language Pathology

Our professionally trained staff will evaluate and devlope a Comprehen-
sive Rehabilitation Program with your needs in mind.

Call (256) 837-8585 and let us show you how
Quality of Life goes together with our
Comprehensive Long Term Care Rehabiltation

Program.

...one step at a time Medicare Certified - Medicaid Certified
Private Insurance Accepted

Making Seniors well

A Diversicare Management Facility

4411 McAllister Drive - Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Abe Pizitz
and Poppa

by Jim Latham

Hazel Battle was the Madam
of'a bordello in downtown Humts-
ville. It, as well as several others,
were located on part of what is
now the South Hall of the Von
Braun Civic Center. They were all
forced to vacate when Redstone
Arsenal was opened.

Abe Pizitz ran a dry goods
store on Jefferson Street. Abe
supplied Hazel Battle with towels,
sheets and garments for her la-
dies.

Abe’s father, an Orthodox Jew
from Russia, came to visit him.
He wore a black suit, black hat
and had a long beard.

Hazel called Abe to deliver 2
dozen thick towels. Abe had to

take his Poppa along as he had
no place to leave him. Abe deliv-
ered the towels and returned to
the car, but Poppa was gone! Abe
could not find him anywhere. He
then went back into the house
where he found Poppa sitting with
one of ladies of the house, in a
lively conversation.

In Yiddidish Abe said, “Poppa,
do you know where you are?”

As the women were stroking
Poppa’s long beard, they said “We
like him!” “Come on, Poppa, | have
to get your out of here,” said the
Somn.

In Yididish, Poppa replied, ‘You
go on, Son, I know what I am do-
ing! "

There will always be death
and taxes; however, death
doesn't get worse every
year.

Home owned & Home
Operated
Hearty, Homemade Meals,
Southern Stylel
eat & Vegetable Plates,
Homemade Dessarts

Looated in Huntsville Mall (old Hezrt
of Huntsville) behind Gald's Gym
Hours 7 atn = 7 Sat & Sun

2. Closad

Gmm (‘spm'kmaﬂ and JC‘ can Aane
(256) 539-944"

WOODY ANDERSON FORD

= Hunisvile




My
Sheltered
Memories

by "Blossom Wood"

I was five years old and the
year was 1966. At that time, the
city of Huntsville was inching to-
ward the mountain to the east.
California Street was once the
continental divide between the
small town metropolis and the
uncharted territories gingerly
crossed by the real estate pioneers
four score and some odd years
prior - this area became the new
suburb as the city kept pushing
onward toward Fagan Springs, as
if the reverberating booms of
rocket testings were vibrating
Hunstvillians away from its epi-
center.

From the front yard of our
house on Owens Drive, I could

" . "."We Light the Stars" -
We've Moved!

Our new location:
1221 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35801
256-533-7025 www.tlsinc.com

look to the right - up the hill to the
bend beyond which the big
houses stood on their rocky ledge
pedestals, and to the left where all
the other houses that looked just
like ours — fresh and new -
rambled for what seemed like
miles. Those clean, well-lit
abodes all seemed the same, and
granted, at my age I knew more
about the pets that lived there
than I did about the people who
owned those manageable mort-
gages, I came to realize that each
was different in a way that was
permeated by voices, smells and
furnishings.

It is a cliché to say that our
lives were simpler then, because
that is just how this era will be
fondly referred to in the future,
but to a five year old it is the sim-
plicity that brought the joy. The
sixties will always be, to me, the
beginning of the age of manufac-
tured happiness. Cheap, clean
and simple was what was strived
for and what was easily obtained.
Plastic items were plentiful, and
pretty things could be bought with
S&H Green Stamps. A few coins
in our pocket would transfer us
into the most master of manipu-
lators, with us giving our all to
convince our parents for a jaunt
to Murdock’s for a holiday of won-
derment, joy and impatience as
we would scour the shelves, try-
ing to get the most from our mea-
ger budget.

Residential - Investment - Commercial - Farms - Acreage - Income Properties

2 -800 acres
Free Market Analysis

Buying or Selling?

Properties In All Areas.

"A Huntsville Native Who Knows Huntsville®

Specializing in Horse Properties
$14,000 - 10 million

Direct Line: (256) 337-0210 Office: (256) 882-2224
holmessockwell@hotmail.com

We Have Information On All

' —

3601 South Memorial Parkway, Suite C, Huntsville Alabama _
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Stanlieo's
Sub Villa

Phone in your order and it will be
ready at our Call-In window,
(usually 15 minutes)

Over 31 different Subs to
choose from!
Two convenient locations to serve you.
607 Jordan Lane 837-7220
602 Governors Drive536-6585

Open 7 Days Weekly

Monday-Friday 9:00am-10:00pm
Saturday 10:00210-10:00pm
Sunday 11:002m0-9:00pm

One half of our world will
never understand the other
half, and it doesn't matter
which half you're in.



http://www.tlsinc.com
mailto:holmessockwell@hotmail.com
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Owens Drive was the fairly
new thoroughfare from which the
avenues of three-bedroom-ranch-
ers fingered from at planned in-
tervals. This was the place where
newlyweds started their lives,
homes and families. Where girls
with last names that had been in
the town for generations would
changed them to those strange
and exotic last names of the clean
cut newcomers brought here for
military purposes. Where the
housewives would preheat their
pristine electric ovens, trying to
make cheesestraws and biscuits
that were just like their Mother's,
but never were as good, and
where the husbands would try
their best to emulate their fathers
by joining the Acme Club and
hunting dove on the weekends.

There was a swimming pool.
Certainly not at our house. The
only private pool I remember as
a child was one that my Grand-
mother would take me to, nestled
between huge trees at someone’s
house on Adams Street. I would
swim with other children my age
while our grandmothers chatted,
smoking cigarettes in cat-eyed
anonymity, whispering most of
their stories so we wouldn't be
able to hear. But between their
gasps and laughter, we would lis-
ten, hear, and learn.

Our neighborhood pool was
along side the “big ditch”, a place
of designated rules and the sound
of bright whistles - with straight
lines and distinctive colors of blue
and green. I can still feel the
Coppertoned oiliness on the skin
of the tanned lifeguard as she car-

ried me from the deep end, fright-
ened, after my first attempt at
solo-swimming. She knew my
name. I had no idea who she was.

On the other side of the “big
ditch” was the school my older sis-
ter attended. It had a style that
mimicked the pool - straightlines,
clean - a temple to orderliness
and good manners. It was with
awe that I once watched the
“young adults” there, some as old
as eleven, wind and dance their
way around a sky-high flagpole -
each with a different color ribbon
until the first (and only) May Pole
I was privy to was completely
dressed in its woven, bright col-
ors.

We can sim

In our world of red-bricked,
car-ported castles, there was a
definite division of
generations. The children ate
separately from the parents, went
to playschool as our Dads went
to work, entertained our neighbor-
hood friends as quietly as pos-
sible, and felt safe between our
boundaries of Big Cove Road and
Hermitage Street. While we
dined on our Chef Boy-Ar-Dee
boxed pizza, our parents busied
themselves dressing in their dark
colors getting ready for a late din-
ner at Boots, having the scent of
perfume and face powder trail my
Mother as she came into the
kitchen looking for something

by consolidating all your insurance and
financial planning under the umbrella of the
J. Smith Lanier & Co. family of world

respected carriers. One company for all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesnt that sound good?

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Call for an analysis or quote.

206 Exchange Place * PO. Box 6087 » Humsvilie, AL 35824 » 256-890-9000
© 1959 EHA




with an intent purpose. My father
would smell of British Sterling
and look just as he did when he
went to work, only happier. These
nights meant something fun would
happen - we would have a baby
sitter.

Babysitters were my introduc-
tion into what was, and still
seems, cool. They were usually
Huntsville High School teenage
girls who would put on a show
without even knowing it. I would
drink in their every move, word,
and essence of style. To me they
were Supermodels — movie stars
- even more famous in my eyes
than H. D. Bagley and almost as
glamorous as the waitresses at the
Waffle House.

Before they would tire of me
and my sister, and put us to bed,
they would include us in their
world of music and knowledge of
which I thought was all-encom-
passing. Suddenly, our world
of Benny Carl and Fantasy Play-
house would seem trite and passé
and we would catch a fleeting
glimpse into what would be in
store for us when we too could
wear clothes from The
Snappy Turtle.

Huntsville was a magical
place for us-tail-end baby
boomers to grow up - beyond the
miracles of the escalator at Pizitz,
the smiling midget on the tall stool
holding court over the cash regis-

ter and balloon room at Britlings,
and that bright colorful
Maypole. There was a comfort

level there that I'm not sure is in
the minds of the five year olds of
today - the soothing sheltered lack
of knowledge of why we were so
Iucky, yet we didn’t even know that
we were.

In the other areas of our
Huntsville there was poverty and
racial unrest — as there was, and
is, in every city. I was unaware.
People of color other than my own
were nice and sweet to me — not
only because they were compen-
sated to be in my life, but more
because they had my attention
and respect. I was under the wing
and ward of Arnelle, my
grandmother’s house was filled
with the joys of Bella, and out on
our farm there was strong and
smiling Cletus and large and hug-
gable Dora - all just as much a
part of my life as everyone else.
My life was good, and they were
instrumental in making it that
way.

What will the five year olds of
today who are lucky enough to be
raised on those well-heeled street
remember when they surpass
their own forty year mark? Itisa
much more complex world now
and there are different concerns
with daily changes of fear. Youth-
ful innocence is a prize that is en-
cased without alock. Premature
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maturity is a viable threat, and a
constant fear. But tucked in tight,
in the next room, sleeps
tomorrow’s newlyweds who are
having sweet dreams - blanketed
by the comforts of Blossomwood.

|

RON COOPER

256-534-2337
Interfor Design - Paint Finishes
Weddings - Special Events

Buying or Selling a house?
Let Bill get it done!

F.N. (Bill) Sefton, CRS,GRI
Broker Associate

Office: (256) 881-9676 d@jrﬂ
Fax: (256) 882-0604

Pager: (256) 535-1843 @

Email: bsefton@benporter.com

3409 S. Memorial Parkway
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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“All traffic will be below or high
above ground when brought
within city limits. In most cities it
will be confined to broad subways
or tunnels, well lighted and well
ventilated, or to high trestles with
moving-sidewalk stairways lead-
ing to the top. These underground
or overhead streets will teem with
automobile passenger coaches
and freight wagons with cush-
ioned wheels. Cities, therefore will
be free from all noises.”

John Watkins, predicting
what life would be like in 100
years in the pages of the Ladies
Home Journal, 1900.

“There are not enough society
cream-puffs, political grafters,
underworld gunmen or social
morons in the land to prevent the
fulfillment of. .. prohibition.”

Wayne B. Wheeler, General
Counsel of the Anti-Saloon
League of America, September,
1925.

Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Tuesday - Saturday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

“Schools will be open 12
months ayear [by 1982]. Courses
will be speeded up; instead of a
four year high school education,
three-year plans may be in effect.
Another variation will be stag-
gered semesters - some students
studying while others are vaca-
tioning,”

Changing Times Magazine,
1957.

“Women beware. You are on
the brink of destruction; You have
hitherto been engaged in crush-
ing your waists; now you are at-
tempting to cultivate your mind ...
Beware!! Science pronounces that
the woman who studies is lost.”

Dr. R. R. Coleman, late 1880s.

“I see no reason to suppose
[steam locomotives] will ever force

Allied

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions

Black & White & Color

1821 University Drive

539-2973

Washington
Sauare

"Failed bar exam with
relatively high grades."

Seen on a local resume
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Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 7am - 6pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-5999

Come for The food ...
Stay for The Fun!

Live Music
Nighrly!

Open 11am - 2am
Monday - Sunday

"3 Diffecent Restaurants - One Great Location” ———



themselves into general use.”
Arthur Wellesley, first Duke
of Wellington (1769-1852)

“Cancer and consumption will
be as easily cured as influenza or
diarrhea.

Reverend Thomas De Witt

Talmage, on the state of medi-
cine in 100 s, 1893.
In 1920, il ederal Trade

Commission’s report on fuel led
to the general co sion that the
motor fuel supply would be ex-
hausted in about six years.

“What can more palpably
absurd than the prospect held out
of locomotives traveling twice as
fast as stagecoaches?”

The Quarterly Review, 1825.

“Law will be simplified [over
the next century]. Lawyers will
have diminished, and their fees
will have been vastly curtailed.”

Journalist Julius Henri

Browne, 1898.

“With over 50 foreign cars al-
ready on sale here, the Japanese
auto industry isn't likely to carve
out a big slice of the U.S. market.”

Business Week, 1979

Tom Dark

Drugstore

by Jim Latham

A little boy came into JTom
Dark'’s Drugstore on the square.
Scotty, the pharmacist, asked
what he could do for him.
“Momma said she needed 10
cents worth of assfedia.”

Scotty got the ill-smelling drug
and gave it to the boy and said,
“That will be 10 cents.”

“Momma said to chargeit,” the
little boy claimed.
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“And the name to charge it to?”
“Hunkapillar.”

The pharmacist said, “Take it
for free. It's not worth a dime for
me to try to spell both assfedia
and Hunkapillar.”

FOR SALE BY OWNER

719 Holmes Avenue
DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE IN THE
“OLD TOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT”

Formerly known as the CHI-HO Mansion, this 4,080 square foot home has lots of potential. Built in the 1930’s
(estimated), the residence qualifies to be on the National Register of Historic Homes, in “Old Town”. This residence
needs some TL.C but could easily be a showcase estate home. This home has many amenities, excellent quality of
construction, and lots of character typical of historic Huntsville homes.

Amenities <12’ Cellings *Hardwood floors throughout  Six Fireplaces -+ Large Covered Front Porch ( 26° x
117) < Extra Large Screened Porch ( 37" x 11°) « Some Original Fireplace Mantles < Very functional Floor Plan -
Two Master Bedrooms, One on Each Level ( 4 bedrooms - 3 up & 1 down) « Large Back Yard with Rear Alley
Access (Fenced) « Security System ¢ 2 1/2 baths

Approximate Square Footage: 4,080

$367,000

By Appointment Only (256) 534-2535 or (256) 468-5000
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Martin
Luther
King
Slept Here

by Ben Johmnson

In terms of black activism,
civil rights and desegregation in
Huntsville, historic evemts can be
told from the perspective of two
distinct periods. That would be
“BK" and "AK.”

“BK” is Before King. “AK” is
Affter King.

That would be Dr. Mertin
Luther King Jir.

Straddling those two periods
is 101 Whitney Ave. That modest
house - brown brick with yellow
trim, two bedrooms, a den, a
kitchen and a bath - sits at the
corner of Whitney Awemue and
Meridian Street. A few decades
from now when historians get
around to labeling historic sites,
101 Whitney will rate a bronze
plaque that says: “Martin Luther
King Slept Here.”

This is the house where King
and his top lieutenant, Dr. Ralph
Abernattiy, stayed during King's
one and only visit to the Rocket
City. The stay stretched over
March 19 and 20th, 1962. He
came here to give a boost to the
fledgling civil rights movement led
by the Rev. Ezekiel Bell, then the
young pastor of Felllowship Pres-
byterian Church. By all accounts,
including Bell's, King did what
was expected ofhim.

“We needed somethimg, some-
body to give the movement a
boost,” Bell recalled in a phone
interview from his home in Mem-
phis. “That's why we invited Dr.

King.”

Bell was pastor of Fellowship
Presbyterian Church from 1959-
1966. He also headed the Com-
munity Service Commmittee,
Huntsville's anti-Jim Crow, pro-
desegregation organization.

The Whitney house, pur-
chased in 1959, served as the
church's worship center for sev-
eral years until a new facility was
built at the church’s current loca-
tion, 3406 Memridian St. “We had
church in every room of that

(Whitney Awenue) house except
the bathroom,” Bell said.

Bell, a native of Alligator,
Miss., had moved to Huntsville
after graduating from the Chicago
Theological Seminary (1956-59).
He was the valedictorian at
Douglass High School in Mem-
phis. He did his undergraduate
studies in history at Temnessee
State University (1953-56) fimish-
ing in two years and nine months.

The Whitney house served as
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Today, more and more people are
living longer and longer. With
NYLIAC Asset Preserver” we €an help
make sure the money you've earned
throughout life can be there in your
retirement years to provide life
insurance protection and long-term
care.
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the church’s parsonage, where George Jones, as well as the late
Bell lived with his wife, Eltie Mae. Samuel Sanders.
Two of their three sons, Fred and During King’s and
John, were born while they lived Abernathy’'s stay, they talked
there. (The third son, Philip about civil rights and politics with | Ao Need 7o Move If You Can Renovate!
Ezekiel was born in Memphis.) Bell and his wife. The next morn- * Kitchens * Bathrooms * Wet. Bars
The church’s charter membersin- ing Bell and his wife had break-
clude Edward Hill, Norman fastin the kitchen. “We had ba-
Fletcher, James Crawford and con, eggs and grits,” Bell said. _
Mrs. Tommie Bradford and her “They ate up all the bacon and FREE EST]M ATES
famﬂ%'h : in eggsdwe had. ;I‘iley both had V(;ll-y within 50 miles of Huntsville

“The movement was gettingin good appetites, especially ! . :
high gear when we aske%l him to Abernathy.” Residential & Commercial
come over” from Atlanta where “We talked, of course, about  WilsonArt - Corian - Gilbralter
King had started the Southern our families,” Bell said. “We petifieanlem, lastpziandioiced o seal
Christian Leadership Conference, talked about the conditions of
Bell said. America and that we had a long

He added, “When Dr. King way to go. But they agreed we l
came to town, he and Dr. were going to make it. It would
Abernathy slept in our children’s be a rough road but we were go-
room. We slept in our bedroom ingto make it.”
and put the children in there with King and Abernathy weren't

Add lasting beauty with solid surface countertops.
Each job carries a 10 year guarantee.

us. This was done because there the only celebrities to grace 101 | 171 Garden Way, Hazel Green
were no hotel accommodations for Whitney. Civil rights leaders Dr. )
blacks.” Mordecai Johnson and C.T. 828-5190

During King's overnight stay,
“men of the community stood

Juard when Dr. King and Dr. H o m e u d d ie S

Abernathy were our guests,” Bell
said. “They surrounded the house Reasons For Using Home Buddies
and kept it surrounded all night.
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Viviian and Amndrew Yaung (later to
be United Nations ambassador in
President Carter's administration)
“all would be guests ofours at that
house,” Bell said. “That, again,
was because of public accommo-
dations.”

Bell remembered those days
with fondness. Most mass meet-
ings were held at First Mission-
ary Baptist Church, then located
on Church Street and headed by
the Rev. Horace Snodgrass.

“Most ministers were support-
ive in terms of contributions and
making their churches available
for meetings,” Bell remembered.
“I'm sure there were some minis-
ters who didn't participate. But
they all spoke up in favor of hav-
ing the meeting. They all partici-
pated in marches and a few of us
went to jail.”

The house now is the rental
home ($375 monthly charged by
its current owner, a black female
lawyer) of a black Huntsville
couple and their two children.

As for the AK period that con-
tinues on, Bell said King did his

job in helping change Huntsville
racial climate.

“Things really picked up after
he came,” Bell said. “People really
started participating (in the move-
ment).

“We always could depend on
the students,” he added. A lot
more of them started coming.
They really didn't have anything
to lose. Before King, the adults

R

were very supportiive, giving do-
nations and some of them even
marched. I don't know of any fac-
ulty members who marched.
There may have been. But after
King, things picked up even
more.”

By the end of the next year
(1963) segregation barriers had
tumbled down. Seemingly every-
thing opened up: lunchroom
counters, bus stations, hotels,
motels, drinking fountains, toilets.
Public accommodations, all.

“Dr. King's visit... was sort of
the grand coming out, an anti-cli-
max before things were really
opened,” Bell said.

“Nothing has occuxred like
that in Huntsville since.”

Chinese Proverb: “War
does not determine who is
right, war determines who

Is left.”

_"“"“""—‘.____.__——J
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OLD NEW

From the Year 1886

- Two days ago the “stick-ring-
ing” man took possession of the
corner of Randolph St. and the
square, and he has done a thriv-
ing business. Yesterday the “Elec-
tric Shock Battery” man installed
himself on the other corner and
his machine attracted a large
crowd all day long:—

- In the case of H. W. Binder,
the man who placed a cross tie
on the track of the M & C Rail-
way, three miles below the city; it
was yesterday decided by Judge
Richardson to send him to the
State Lunatic Asylum at
Tuscaloosa.

Binder, it will be remembered,
was the party who attempted to
hew down the flag staff at the Na-
tional Cemetery in Chattanooga,
and also raised considerable Cain
at the engine room of the Bell Fac-
tory a while ago.

- For rent - The valuable plan-
tations belonging to the Estate of
the late Josiah Springer, de-
ceased. Apply to Allen R.
Campbell, Lawrence Cooper

- Yesterday while Mack
Keenar, colored, was cleaning out
a hog pen at the Fair Grounds, the
vicious occupant of the pen made
a savage attack upon him, terri-

Handmade designer chocolates for
special occasions.

Gift Baskets, Pre-Made
and Special Order

Sugar Free Chocolates
Available

Karen Archambault, owner
M-F 9:30 - 5:30 Sat. 10:00 - 5:00
8415-G Whitesburg Drive

bly lacerating his thigh.

Dr. S. H. Lowry was at hand,
and he attended to the wounded
man. We understand the wound
is quite serious, although at last
accounts the wounded person is
resting comfortably.

- Judge Richardson has re-
ceived warrants for amounts ap-
propriated to disabled Confeder-
ate soldiers by the last legislature,
and by calling at the Probate
Judge’s office, they will be paid.

- Messrs. Cooper and Lovett
have supplied the State Normal
School with one of their elegant
Everett Grand Pianos. If this
house keeps on moving pianos at
the rate they are doing, most ev-
ery family and Institute of learn-

‘ing in North Alabama will be sup-

plied with this piano.

Writers

Send us your stories to be pub-
lished in Old Huntsville. Stories must
be about Huntsville and have factual
basis. Please do not send original
manuscripts. Send your stories to:
Old Huntsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801
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(Editor’s Note: In the late 1800's, New Market was a bustling town
second only to Huntsville in size in Madison Countyy. Mrs. S.H.
Hambrick, whose family had connections with early New Market, in
1968 found a bundle of 17 issues of the New Mairket Enterprise from
1888 and 1889 in the attic of her home near Mamnchester, Tenn. Fol-
lowing is the fourth of a series of articles based on the contents of
those eight-page weekly tabloid newspapers.)

by Waylion Smithey Vallume I, No. 6, July 28, 1888

Someone broke into the rail-
road depot through a window and
took three or four boxes from a
drummer’s case. The railroad
agent, J.B. Andrews, also “lost a
very fine and highly prized razor
and strap.”

Page 1 News Briefs:

“A few of our citizens had the

pleasure of witnessing the grand
eclipse of the moon on the night
ofthe 23dlinst.”

“Rev. R.T. Blackwell delivered
an earnest discourse to an atten-
tive audience at the M.E. church
at 8 p.m. Sunday, from James
3:2: “If any man offemd not in
word, the same is a perfect man,

T Py —

and able also to bridle the whole
bOdy."

“Miaster Wiillie Coclhran
handed into this office Wexlinesday
an ear of corn which measured,
11-3/4 inches in circumference
and seven inches long. Nine de-
veloped ears lie around the par-
ent one with wellineitored grains.”

Also from Page 1:

“There are but few men that
can say as much as a citizen of
this place, Mr. Joseph Pike, who
is 77 years old, and who cultivated
crops of corn and cotton this year.
He never was drunk; never
chewed a squid of tobacco, not
smoked in his life. Judiging from
the general use of cigarettes, there
are but few boys clear of the inju-
rious habit.”

It was reported that townsman
Thos. Nichols had an unusual ex-




perience on one of his fishing ex-
cursions. “After landing four fine
game fish, stringing them and
staking them to the bank of the
stream, he absented himself for
atime. On his return he found that
three of his fish had been taken
and a pair of spectacles left in ex-
change for them. He says he
would have demanded good boot
had he been allowed a voice in the
trade, as the glasses are too old
for so young and aspiring a man
asheis.”

This note from the Plevna cor-
respondent: “Crops still promis-
ing and farmers cheerful. Ship-
ping timber and finishing up our
threshing is the principal work
going on here, except those who
are harvesting their extra fine
crops of millet hay.”

Under the heading “New Mar-
ket, Its Location and Surround-
ings,” the newspaper gave a de-
tailed report on what the commu-
nity offered:

“Business is not surpassed by
any place of its size. The mer-
chants are young, live and pro-

gressive business men of experi-
ence and vigilance. There are
seven dry goods and general mer-
chandise houses, one drug store,
saddle and harness shop, two
shoe shops, blacksmith and wood
working shops, a good hotel,
printing office, etc. While there is
no regular bank, there are brokers
that do a good business. The mon-
etary facilities are aided by an ex-
press office and money order
post-office.

“The Baptists, Methodists and
Cumberland Presbyterians have
good, nice houses, with regular
service, and maintain good Sab-
bath-schools. There is also a
Primitive Baptist church near the
town, and country churches of
the various denominations every
three or four miles. There is a
good high school in the place with
a corps of efficient teachers, with
several good country schools in
the township.

“The country is sufficiently
undulating to drain itself without
the use of tiling. It is adapted to
the growth of cotton, corn, small
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grain and the grasses. It is one of
the most fertile portions of North
Alabama. The land has a red clay
foundation, and is susceptible of
receiving and permanent retain-
ing fertilizers. Where barn-yard
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fertilizers have been used the re-
sult has been highly satisfactory.
Very little commercial fertilizers
have been used (except guano for
cotton) but with good results.

“The annual cotton shipment
is from five hundred to eight hun-
dred bales. Plenty of corn is pro-
duced for home consumption and
some for shipment. While wheat
is not grown for the market, yet
from ten to twenty bushels per
acre were harvested this year, and
if proper attention was given to its
cultivation a much larger yield
could be attained.

“Timber is abundant and of
superior quality for building and
agricultural uses - the finest white
oak for wagons, plows, etc.; and
unlimited amount of mountain
white ash, for agricultural imple-
ments; vast groves of second-
growth hickory for all kinds of
handles and spokes; thousands
of acres of post-oak, suitable for
hubs; an inexhaustible supply of
cedar for pencils, hollow-ware,
telegraph poles and fencing posts;
walnut, cherry and gum, for fur-
niture, with bass and many other
kinds of timber.

“There have been shipped
from here within the last six
months one hundred car loads of
timber and over fifty car loads are
now awaiting shipment.

“Minerals of various kinds are

found, both in the mountains and
on the table-lands. The iron-ore
in the table-lands is brown hema-
tite, varying in physical structure,
but mostly laminated and granu-
lar in formation; in color from a
light to a dark brown. Copper ore
and outcroppings of coal are also
found in the table-lands. In the
mountain stratas dark brown and
black hematite are found from six
to fifteen feet thick; great boulders,
weighing many tons, have broken
from the ledges and are strewn
along the imountain sides. Stratas

of fine coal, from two to six feet, !

crop out of the mountain side.
Good lead has also been mined.
“Located, as itis, on the table-
lands of the Cumberland, it is free
from all noxious effluvia, hence
free from epidemics that infect the
low lands. Being above the ma-
larial point, chills and malarial
fevers are very rare. There is, four
miles west of this place, one of the
finest watering places in the State
- red and white sulphur and cha-
lybeate waters; also some fine
mineral springs on the mountains
but a short distance from the
place. “Itis as fine a fruit country
as can be found, north or south.
All varieties of fruits, except tropi-
cal or semi-tropical, grow here.
Peaches measuring eleven inches
in circumference have been
brought to The Enterprise office
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this season. The peach crop never
fails on the mountains. Grapes
and berries grow luxuriantly and
of the most luscious flavor.

“There has been but little at-
tention given to pasturage and
stock-raising, yet it would be equal
to any place for stock-raising.
Good native grasses afford fine
pasturage. The mild winters here
obviate the absolute necessity of
housing cattle, hence requires less
feed. If the land was seeded to the
right kind of grasses stock would
not need dry feed more than three
months in the year. A few car
loads of beeves are shipped from
here annually and have proven
profitable, as the land is cheap.
Land ranges in price from $8 to
$25 per acre.

"Works well when under
constant supervision and
cornered like a rat in a trap.”

Taken from a Huntsville
company performance
Evaluation
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Cockleburr In Throat For Years

Jrom 1911 newspaper and also had pneumonia. Yester-

Gurley, Ala - Four years agoa day, while coughing violently, she
10-year old daughter of Thomas dislodged the burr.
Sanford, near Gurley, swallowed
a cockle-burr that lodged in her
windpipe. Physicians said it could
not be removed without endanger-
ing her life. An orifice was made
in her throat and a tube inserted
through which she has breathed
ever since. When talking, in order
to articulate distinctly, she would
place hér finger over the tube. She
has had splendid health until re-
cently, when she took measles
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The Pi

The following account of
Huntsville’s early days was writ-
ten in the late 1800s by Judge
Thomas J. Taylor, a probate
judge of Madison County from
1886 until 1894.

As more settlers moved
into what we know today
as Madison County, they were
greeted by a vast untamed wilder-
ness. From the year 1805 to 1809
transportation of supplies of all
kinds was laborious and difficult
and what few supplies did come
into the county were often so ex-
pensive as to be out of the reach
of the common settler. Forced to
do without many of these neces-
sities, the pioneers had to impro-
vise.

During the first year, far from
other settlements, they had to
bring corn and salt on pack horses
through the wilderness. The first
settlers in Madison County had no
mills for bread nearer than the
neighborhood of Winchester. In
those days this involved a tedious
journey, and frequently the set-
tlers would be without bread or
salt for many days, subsisting on
jerked venison.

The first priority for every new

ONneers

settler, after building a shelter, was
to plant and cultivate a corn patch
and raise corn for bread. There
were no mills convenient for the
first two or three years, and each
family constructed a hominy mor-
tar by burning or digging out a
large bowl in the end of a large
piece of hard, tough timber, in
which they pounded their corn by

the use of a large pestle worked.

by a sweep. Many families living
at a great distance from mills sub-
sisted for many years on bread
pounded in these mortars.

Clean wood ashes were easily
procured, and after theyraised a
corn crop, lye-hominy was a fa-
vorite substitute for bread. Bread
from wheat flour was seldom
seen, as the roads to Tennessee
and Virginia were not yet opened.
For many years little or no wheat
was raised in the county.

When the county had largely
increased in population, flour was
brought down the Tennessee River
in considerable quantity, and
Ditto’s Landing was the rendez-
vous for the flatboats that sup-
plied the area. A flour inspector
was appointed at the landing to

,inspect, grade, and stamp the
flour offered for sale.

e
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Parched corn was the portable
food of the explorer and hunter,
on which, together with the game
found in the forest, they were able
to live for long periods of time
during their hunting and explor-
ing excursions. They had great
abundance of meat and a variety
of fish, flesh or fowl, but were fre-
quently without salt, which first
was brought from Nashville on
flatboats, then over the roads in
wagons.

After boats were used in car-
rying cotton down the Paint Rock
and Flint rivers, salt was fre-
quently brought back, though it
was hard work propelling the
loaded boats against the current.

Iron was scarce and expen-
sive, and many of the first houses
built did not have a particle of
iron used in their construction.
The doors swung on wooden
hinges and were fastened, if fas-
tened at all, with wooden locks.
The floors of the rooms were dirt
or made of puncheons; the
boards were laid on the roof and
held fast by weight poles laid on
each course, the lowest pole
pegged down and the others sepa-
rated and kept in position by tim-
ber pieces between them.

The settlers dug their bread
trays and turned bowls and table-
ware out of the buckeye, bass-
wood, and other soft timber, but
some of the more pretentious
made a display of pewter table
service.

China and delphware were
not in use, and the neat house-
wives scoured their pewter plates
until they shone like silver and set
them edgewise on shelves. The
tinkers, pliers of a profession now
obsolete, traveled from house to
house, repaired and mended the
family pewter, and received in pay-
ment a little money and a great
deal of barter in the way of family
supplies.

At first they depended on
game for a supply of meat which
was shot or trapped, and in every
family were two or three good steel
traps. In hunting, the old-fash-
ioned long rifle with flint lock was
the universal weapon and as lead
was essential they never wasted
it and generally managed to keep
a supply.

Powder was also scarce and
dear, but the settlers, when they
could not buy it, were equal to the
emergency. Sulphur was easily
procured and they constructed
hoppers in the mountain caves
and made saltpetre. They burned
willow for charcoal and made gun-
powder. Though it may not have
been as good and reliable as that
made at the present time, yet it
answered their purpose.

These men were expert in the
use of the rifle, and it was not con-
sidered an extraordinary feat to
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adistance of seventy-five or eighty
yards.

When our forefathers located
in this county, they depended
largely on dressed buckskin for
clothing. From it they made cov-
ering for their beds, garments of
every description, moccasins,
sacks and hunting pouches, and
it was cut into thongs for sewing
purposes and twisted into ropes.
Many of the families had flax
wheels, and with the flax, made
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cloth from it of excellent quality.
Cotton was soon introduced,
patches were planted for spinning
purposes, and the old spinning
wheel and cards, the loom and
winding-blades and reel soon be-
came common in every settler’s
house.

As there were no gins to clean
the cotton, the family in the long
winter evenings would pile it be-
fore the fire and all hands would
clear it of the seed by picking
them out with their fingers. In
this way they would prepare
enough of the snowy fabric for a
year’s supply for the wheels and
looms of the family.

Suspended from pegs in-
serted in the walls of the room
were usually to be seen bunches
of “shanks” of homespun thread
ready for warping, bars, and
loom. The cloth made from this
material was of a coarse nature
and well-suited to the rough wear
to which it was exposed.

From the bark of various for-
est trees and by the use of cop-
peras and indigo the cloth was
dyed in a variety of colors. Calico
was almost unknown and was
worth fifty cents a yard, much too
expensive for the average settler.

House furniture was of the
rudest character. Shelves were
used for cupboards, their dining
tables were made of puncheons.
Their cabins were without glass
in the windows, and cooking uten-
sils were few in number. Tallow
and rosin and beeswax furnished
them light. First they used bear’s
grease in their lamps, which were
homemade, but when cattle be-
came common they had moulded
or dipped tallow candles with a
cotton wick.

In summer they retired early
and seldom used a light except in
sickness. In some places they
would construct a cotton wick fif-
teen or twenty feet long, dip it in

beeswax and rosin and wind it
round a corn cob, making a taper
that lasted for a long time. In
those primitive times houses were
generally small and families gen-
erally large, and they generally
managed to divide sleeping spaces
when it was time to retire by the
use of curtains of buckskin. The
little children were stowed ran-
domly about on pallets on the
floor, while the larger boys would
normally sleep in the loft.

Such were the lives of our an-
cestors, apparently full of priva-
tion and hardships, yet they were
a cheerful and contented lot who
managed to carve their homes out
of the wilderness and leave a great
legacy behind them.

"A verbal contract isn't
worth the paper it's

Famous

Birthdays

in March

1 - Dinah Shore

1 - Booker T. Washington
2 - Jean Harlow

5 - Nikki Taylor

6 - Shaquille O’'Neal

7 - Tammy Faye Baker
10 - Sharon Stone

12 - James Taylor

14 - Albert Einstein

17 - Clarence Scott

18 - Charlie Pride

23 - Werner Von Braun
24 - Harry Houdini

25 - Aretha Franklin

26 - Tennessee Williams
27 - Mariah Carey

CENTER

written on." 28 - Reba McEntire
Samuel Goldwyn 30 - Eric Clapton
THE John Sparrow

JEWELRY General Manager

Accredited Gemologlst

Fine Antique & Estate Jewelry - Buy & Sell
2010 Jordan Lane
536-9990

Toll Free: 1-877-721-0765
Email: jsparrow@jewelrysuperstore.com
www.jewelrysuperstore.com

The Neighborhood

Sports Bar & Cafe

Live entertainment / Karaoke / Quiside eck/-; 3

Also featuring fine dining / nightly specials SPECIn}
1407 Jordan Lane 489-5201

‘*“4 h\rtsv \‘\al

TLOh Y OO\ VL AL PRCTR IS, W, AELITLTA WAL, VI VWA



mailto:jsparrow@jewelrysuperstore.com
http://www.jewelrysuperstore.com

The
Genius

John W. Hanner, a staff writer
for the Brooklyn Gazette, while
visiting Alabama in 1847, wrote
a story about a slave in Huntsville
who belonged to a Mr. McLemore.
The slave had been born on the
place where he lived, but had
never traveled more than a half-
mile away from home.

Apparently, the slave was
born retarded, but had become a
favorite of his master. Although
able to perform simple chores, the
man was unable to care for him-
self. He slept in the main house,
where someone could watch over
him.

Mr. Hanner described the
slave as a very large, but calm,
person who was never known to
tell a lie. His voice was low and
his enunciation slurred. He never
became angry or excited about
any of the ordinary things of life.
Like all other slaves at that time,
he was unable to read or write.

What made the slave so un-
usual was the fact that he was a
mathematical genius. The man
did not know one figure or letter
from another, but was able to
add, subtract, multiply, and work
complicated mathematical prob-
lems in his mind faster than most
people could on paper.

Word of his unusual ability
spread and before long he became
alocal celebrity. The Rev. John
C. Burruss and Thomas Brandon,
prominent men in the early days
of Madison County, heard of the
strange slave and decided to see
for themselves.

Some of the questions used in
testing the slave were as follows:

“How much is 99 times 99?”

Answer: “9,801.”

“How much is 74 times
86-1/27?”

Answer: “6,401.”

“How many 9’s are there in
2000°?”

Answer: “222 with 2 over.”

“How much is 321 times
7897

“253,269.”

“How much is 7 times 9,223?”

Two-second pause. “64,561.”

“How much is 3,333 times
5,555?”

This was the only question
that seemed to stump the slave.
He pulled at his clothing, wrung
his hands, sucked his thumb and
then ran out of the house into the
yard where he began skipping and
leaping into the air.

Satisfied that they had finally
been able to best the slave genius,
Burruss and Brandon were about
to leave when the slave ran back
into the room.
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The Tennessee Valley's
Upscale Resale Place

Look Great In Name Brand
Clothes, At A Fraction Of
The Cost!

* Women's, Children

* Misses & Junior

* Maternity

* Bridal

* Formal

* Accessories

Across from Wal-Mart Supercenter
6125 University Drive, Suite D-13
Huntsville, Alabama 35800
(256) 971-2282
Monday - Thursday 10:00 2.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

REYSTONE
RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY

EASE - COMFORT - VALUE

No monthly assessments or additional charges for increased
levels of care, a feature unique to Greystone Retirement Community.

* 24 Hour On Site Staff
¢ Medication Monitoring
e Housckeeping/Laundry

ALL INCLUSIVE MONTH TO MONTH RENTALS INCLUDE:
* 3 Home Cooked Meals Daily
* Full Activities Program

* Scheduled Transportation
urses On Staff

For Your Personal
Towr Please Call

4200 Chris Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802
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“18,514,815,” he shouted to
the bewildered guests.

A week later he was able to
recall to the men what the last
problem, asked him on that day,
had been. He never had an expla-
nation as to how he arrived at the
answers, stating only, “I studies it
up!”

When word of the slave’s un-
canny mathematical gift begin to
spread, his master was besieged
by requests from people wanting
more information. One group of
learned professors from Nashville
spent three days with him in an
effort to prove trickery. All at-
tempts failed as the slave an-
swered each question correctly.

Finally, in a last effort to dis-
credit him, one of the professors
asked how many stars were in the
universe. The slave jumped up,
ran out of the room and never re-
turned. Almost an hour later the
professor found him hiding be-
hind a woodshed.

“You don’t know the answer!”
exclaimed the jubflant professor.

“Yes sir, I knows the answer
... there jest ain't no word for a
number that big.”

No one knows whatever hap-
pened to the slave who was a
mathematical genius. Years later,
people could not even remember
his name and he became just an-
other footnote in Huntsville's
history.

HUNTSVILLE BODY & 1
T————————— SEAT COVER CO. anumasmewen: |

SR Auto Collision & Upholstery Specialisis
/4Pr % Custom Painting & Bodywork
Complete Upholstery
Free Estimates

534-8341

118 HOWE ST. (OFF MERIDIAN 51)

The hardest years in life
are those between ten
and seventy.

Helen Hayes

Mr. Brooks

by Jim Latham

A woman came into Brooks
and Collier and told Mr. Brooks
that she wanted 2 pounds of
chicken laying mash. He started
weighing it up in a bag, when
she said, “Are you going to
charge me for the bag?” He
said, “No, just hold out your
hand.”

"Please don't misconstrue
my 14 jobs as "job-hopping"
- | have NEVER quit a job."

Taken from local resume

Information
Needed

Looking for information
concerning Ernest Coe, also
known as the hermit of Monte
Sano Mountain, who supposely
lived in a hollowed log during
the 1920s.

Also looking for informa-
tion about a group of foreign
spies who were capturted/ex-
posed here during 1958 when
they were supposely spying on
the rocket program. Some of
the spies lived in what is now
Old Town.

Tips For
Spring &
Cleaning

With Envirosafe

As the weather gets warmer
some start to look to the pro's for
help with spring cleaning. As a
home owner it is your right to
know what they use. Not all
chemicals are safe for your home
or the environment. One of the
most common chemicals is
bleach. Bleach does not really
clean, it bleaches. Bleach also
breaks down many surfaces like
wood, roof shingles, vinyl siding
and outside paints. Also note So-
dium Hypo Chloride is the base
for bleach. Some other harmful
chemicals to look for are:
Potasium Hydroxide, Sodium Hy-
droxide, Muratic Acid, ANY
degreaser on roofs, and any form
of caustic soda.

EnvroSafe uses an enzyme
based cleaner that is totally
tested and safe. We think this is
the best way, but to be fair there
are other safe methods and other
good cleaning companies in
Huntsville. We hope the above
information helps you choose the
right cleaner for you. If any ques-
tions feel free to call.

HOME OFFICES - BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

Huntsville, Al. 35802

If you have any knowledge Terrell
of these stories, please call Old EnviroSafe 704-4570
Huntsville at 534-0502. advertisement
STAYS PARM |
& Tony Farmer
| INSUIANCQI
Agent
STATE FARM
INSURANCE COMPANIES  7525c 5. Memorial Pkwy. Bus. 256-883-7262

Fax 256-883-7288




The Rebel
Yankee

Major Sweinhart was a mem-
ber of an Ohio volunteer regiment
and had participated in some of the
bloodiest fighting of the war. While
stationed in Alabama, he was capti-
vated by the warm climate and the
natural beauty of the Tennessee Val-
ley.

When the war was finally over
and the soldiers had stacked arms
for the last time, Major Sweinhart
moved to Huntsville, determined to
make it his home.

Feelings were running high at
the end of the war, so it is not sur-
prising that he was greeted with
scowls and bitterness.

But time has a way of healing
all wounds and as the Major grew
into old age, he began taking his
place on the old courthouse bench,
reliving and refighting the battles of
his youth.

In 1927, Major Sweinhart was
awarded the highest accolade ever
given to a Yankee by Confederate
veterans. The story can best be told
by a newspaper article of the day:

“He was invited this week to
attend a dinner given by the Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy to members
of the Egbert Jones Camp of Con-
federate Veterans at the home of
Robert A. Moore, acting adjutant for
the Third Brigade, AJabama Divi-
sion.

“He was welcomed with hand
clasps and smiles. After dinner, the
old veterans invited him to attend
their business meeting. When dis-
cussions lagged a little, Major
Sweinhart, who had remained deep

in thought, rose and stood at atten-
tion.

“Men,” he said, with’a shake
in his voice, “I’ve lived down here
so long I feel like I belong here.”
His voice quivered again as he
added, “And by golly, [ want to be-
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long to you.”

“The Confederate veterans
gave a hearty cheer, and one of them
proposed Major Sweinhart for
membership. The proposal was
accepted immediately."

~
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TURF-TEGHS
LAWN SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Granular Fertilization « Weed Control
Lime Application * Core Aeration « Overseeding
Disease Control » Turf Feeding Insect Control

| CALL TURF-TECHS TopaY §59-83 83
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If you store your patio um-
brella in one leg of a pair of panty
hose, this keeps it together and
allows it to breath.

To clean silver: in a tin pie
plate mix 1 tablespoon water soft-
ener, 1 tablespoon saltand 1 1/2
cup hot water. Add your silver and
watch the change.

A piece of orange rind in your
morning coffee cup lends a good,
but subtle, flavor

Place jars of sticky food such
as molasses or jelly on plastic lids
in your pantry to avoid sticky
messes.

A good air freshener is to com-
bine 1/4 cup orange rind (use veg-
etable peeler for large pieces) with
1 cup of coffee beans (hazelnut is
good) in a Ziploc bag. Let alone
for a day or so, then open bag and
place in small saucers throughout
your home.

To get odors out of your plas-
tic containers, crumple up pieces

Name Brands At Yesterday's Prices

Great Pricing on

Graber - Kirsch - Comfortex
HunterDouglas and more!

Blinds - Shades - Shutters
Draperies - High Quality
Free Estimates - Expert Installation

For all your window solutions, call:

951-0845

of newspaper to put inside the
container, add top and leave for a
few days.

Shaving cream rubbed onto
your eyeglasses will keep them
from fogging up

Make your own superfine
sugar by whirling regular sugar in
a blender or clean coffee grinder.

Have a bad water ring on your
wooden table? Simply coat the
stain with a thin layer of mayon-
naise to remove

Many of your old wall clocks
have quit working. To get them
going again, use a couple of cot-
ton balls soaked in kerosene,
placed inside the clock near the
works, to fume away the dust and
muck.

Keep a pair of scissors in your
kitchen drawer for quick opening
of packages, boxes, etc.

Huntsville's Oldest
& Most Experienced!

PURE AIR
Air Duct Cleaning

Make your home a healthier
place - Breathe Cleaner Air
and eliminate odors!

‘ Reasons to clean your ducts:

* Cleanliness * Health
* Safety * Efficiency

Huntsville - 830-5022
Decatur - 351-6966
Athens - 233-7511

Dryer Vent Cleaning
Also Available!

“'“d el'o

Where the
chicken i&
Kickin!

533-7599

Huntsville
800 Holmes Ave. Five Poin

464-7811

Dine-in or Carry-out! :
Madison

Yes! We Cater!!! On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
Try Our New Chicken-Stuffed Baked Potato!

W — —

Are You Diabetic?
Insulin or Pill Dependent?
Receive your supplies at little or no cost to you.

Medicare, Medicaid, Private Insurance Accepted
Shipped to your door.

We Have Compression Hose

WRIGHT medical, Inc.
256-539-9896 - 800-694-1303
3008 Bob Wallace - Huntsville, Al. 35805 §




Local News

From 1911

- Pick Roden, the king of moon
shiners of Marshall county, was
yesterday sentenced to five years
in the penitentiary and fined $700.

- For sale - my residence on
Walker street, or will exchange for
farm property. Price reasonable
Apply to Robt. L. Adair, care of
Henderson National back

- Lost - Pair kid gloves at the
Elks building during dance Tues-
day evening. Finder phone 418 or
return to Miss Donnie Dillard.

- For rent - two cozy little bed-
rooms at reasonable prices.
Gentlemen preferred. Mrs. James
Lines, 207 East Holmes St.

- For sale - a secondhand 2
horse wagon in good running or-
der; also 2 sets double harness.
Apply to Mrs. S. E. Sibley, east
Randolph St., opposite Butler’'s
school.

- For rent - 7 room modern
cottage on Walker Street - apply
todJ. N. Mazza

- Wanted - a good nurse and
house keeper. $10 a month in ad-
dition to board and room.

- For rent - my residence on
Adams Ave. - furnished or unfur-
nished. Possession given at once.
For terms apply to Mrs. Chas. P
Lane

- For rent - two upstairs rooms
or one large room down stairs.
Suitable for light housekeeping
within a short distance of the
square. Apply to 314 Randolph
St.

- The Queens Daughters of St.
Mary's Catholic Church will have
their regular market at De
Stefano’s store Saturday. The
menu will consist of Lady Balti-
more, Grand Duke, Caramel and

Pineapple cakes. Also available
will be snow balls, mince meat
pies, salt rising bread, light bread,
beaten biscuit and home made
Italian spaghetti. They would be
pleased to have you call.

- For Sale - the brick residence
now occupied by Mrs. George
White on Adams Ave. Anyone in-
terested is at liberty to call and ex-
amine the place.

- Mr. Knott had to pull a
Huntsville-bound auto out of the
Mill Creek at Fisk Friday morn-
ing. Water too deep.

- Will Land,
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Cioud Nine

In-Home AMTA Massages

Terese Stevens, L.M.T.
AL License #3992

256.337.6989

aged 15 years
old, died at the
Lowe Village yes-
terday evening at
6 o'clock. There-
mains were car-
ried to Hurricane
for burial. The de-
ceased leaves a

Huntsyville, AL. 35801

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

3313 Memorial Parkway

Phone
(256) 882 7611

C DOCTOR

/\ur Conditioning & Heating Services

“We Still
Make
House Calls”

HEAT PUMP
SPECIALISTS

|774-7743

9694 Madison Blvd. Ste. B-2
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The Diary of
John Beatty

April 4, 1862 - As we ap-
proach the Alabama line we find
fewer, but handsomer houses;
larger plantations, and negroes
more nUIMerous.

April 9 - Moved at six O’clock
this morning. Roads sloppy, and
in many places overflowed.
Marched sixteen miles.

April 15 - Resumed march ‘at
six this morning. Passed the plan-
tation of Leonidas Polk Walker. He
is said to be the wealthiest man
in North Ala bama. His domain
extends for fifteen miles along the
road. Reached Huntsville at 5 in
the afternoon.

April 20 - At Decatur. The
town is as ugly as Huntsville is
handsome. There is a cane brake
near the camp, and every soldier
in the regiment has provided him-
self with a fishing rod.

April 24 - Our forces are on
the alert. Before leaving this place,
the rebels built a cotton fort, us-
ing in its construction probably
five hundred bales of

May 2 - Took the cars for
Huntsville. At Paint Rock the cars
were fired upon, and six or eight
men wounded. I had the train
stopped and taking a file of sol-
diers, returned to the village. The
telegraph line had been cut, and
the wire was lying in the streets.

Calling the citizens together, I
said to them that this bushwhack-
ing must cease. Here after every
time the telegraph wire was cut
we would burn a house; every
time a train was fired upon we
would hang a man; and we would
continue to do this until every
house was burned and every man
hung between Decatur and
Bridgeport.

I then set fire to the town, took
three citizens with me, returned
to the train and proceeded to
Huntsville.

May 10 - Have been ap-

Administration for the post of
Huntsville. After an ineffectual ef-
fort to get the members together,
I concluded to spend a day out of
camp, so I strolled over to the ho-

tel, took a bath, ate dinner,

pointed President of a Board of

WANITED

Old Coins & Currency (Pre-1935)
Examples: Silver Dollars 1921-1925

Used $6.00 - $8.00

Unused $8.00 - $12.00

1878 - 1904 Dollars Pay $8.00 - $12.00 Used

Pay $15.00 - $25.00 for Unused 1
Silver Dollars 1840 - 1872 Pay $100 each

Currency of First National Bank of Huntsville
or Henderson National Bank of Huntsville
$5, $10 or $20 Bills pay $75 for used |

Pay $150 for unused notes
Buy most other old coins & currency - Call

Rheumatology Associates

of North Alabama - Clinical Research
Specializing in diseases involving bones, joints and musculoskeletal
Perhaps participating in a clinical studyis ~ =
for you. Benefits of participation include:
* Becoming part of an important study I
* Receiving study-related physician visits at i
no charge to you ;
To see if you may be elgible, please |
contact our Clinical Reseach Department.
Celebrating 15 years of Clinical Research Services.
North Alabama’s longest-running research facility
Rheumatology Associates of North Alabama, PC

Clinical Research (256) 517-6778



smoked, read, and slept until
supper time.

May 16 - Appointed Provost
Marshal of the city. Have been
busy hearing all sorts of com
plaints, signing passes, sending
guards to this and that place in
the city.

May 23 - The women are out-
spoken in their hostility. A flag of
truce came in last night from
Chattanooga, and the bearers
were overwhelmed by favors and
visits from the ladies.

July 3 - Itis exceedingly dull;
we are resting as quietly and lei-
surely as we would at home.
There are no drills. Tomorrow is
the Fourth.

July 7 - Am detailed to serve

Hot Rod Otis

Blues and
Rock & Roll Band

Now booking Nightelubs,
Parties, Weddings and Benefits

(256) 534-0190
(256) 355-5160

on court martial. The first case to
be tried is that of Colonel J.B.
Turchin.

July 14 - Turchin's brigade
has stolen a hundred thousand
dollars worth of watches, plate,
and jewelry, in Northern Alabama.

August 3 - The gentlemen of
the South have a great fondness
for jewelry, canes, cigars, and
dogs. White men rarely work here.
Judging from the number of
stores and present stocks, Hunts-
ville, in better times, does a heavier
retail jewelry business than Cleve-
land or Columbus. Diamonds,
rings, gold watches, chains and
bracelets are to be found in every
family. The negroes buy large
amounts of cheap jewelry, and the
trade in this branch is enormous.
One may walk a whole day in a
Northern city without seeing a
ruffled shirt. Here they are very
comimon.

August 7 - General McCook
was murdered near Winchester,
yesterday by a small band of guer-
rillas. When the Dutchmen of his
old regiment learned of the unfor-
tunate occurrence, they became
uncontrollable, and destroyed the
building and property on five plan-
tations near the scene of the mur-
der.

marble look to your concrete.

Bringing Beauty & Design To Concrete

Resurface old and new concrete to add value to your home.

Ask about Acid Staining - Adds abeautiful Change the look of:

Stain & Mildew Resistant - Slip Resistant
10 Year Guarantee
On All Work!

Driveways
Walkways
Pool Decks
Patios

Garage Floors

(256) 883-1394 or (800) 895-8919
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The Finest in Ballnoom Dancing
Ballroom - Latin
Swing - Country
Partners not needed!

721 Clinton Ave., Suite 16
Huntsville, Al.

(256) 519-8011

| refuse to think of them as
chin hairs. | think of them
as stray eyebrows.

West Station
Antiques

In Historic Downtown Madison

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware
Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

256-772-0373
112 Main Street

Madison, Al. 35758
565 to Exit 8 - Exit North

to Main Street
Hours: Mon -Sat 10-5Sun. 1-5
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Weird and

Strange
News

- When his 38-caliber revolver
failed to fire at its intended vic-
tim during a holdup in Detroit, Mi.
the would-be robber James Elliot
did something that made sense
to him at the time: He peered
down the barrel and tried the trig-
ger again - this time it worked.

- A teenager in Mississippi
was in the hospital recovering
from serious head wounds re-
ceived from an oncoming train.
When asked how he had received
the injuries, he told police that he
was simply trying to see how close

- A man in New Jersey shov-
eled snow for an hour to clear a
space for his car to park during a
blizzard. When he returned with
his car to park it, he found a
woman had taken his space. It
was reported that he fired a gun
into the car she was sitting in.

- The chef at a famous hotel
in Switzerland lost a finger in a
meat cutting machine and, after
hopping around for some time,
submitted a claim to his insur-
ance company. The company sus-
pected negligence and sent out one
of its agents to get a closer look.
He tried the machine, and
promptly lost his finger. The
chef’s claim was finally, to no
one's surprise, approved.

- There were worse inventions
than the Amphicar. The U.S. Army
once spent $200 million for 1400

he could get to a moving train. “Gamma Goat” amphibious
trucks that

were inca-

h N S ® | pable of float-
The Next Stage” | v

* Loans for any reason
* Prompt approvals
» Affordable payments

* Friendly scrvice

6125 University Drive
Huntsville, Al 35806
922-1300 / 922-1305 Fax

account instead of as a separate loan.

Granting of loan is subjecr to our credit requirements. If you have an existing
account with 08 your new loan may be made by refinancing your existing

formance on
land was bad

enough as
they fre-
quently broke
down, but in
water they
sank like
rocks.

2703 University Drive - 536-6000

Encounter with
a Sting Ray

from 1896 newspaper

Maj. Sheffield, of this town,
was on crutches the other day re-
ceiving the congratulations of his
friends, stating that he felt first
rate and hoped to be able to throw
his “wooden legs” away in short
while. While in Mobile, at the
beaches, he waded into the water
and had an encounter with a sting
ray.

The fish was about a yard
wide, and the sting penetrated his
leg about three inches. He was
about 200 yards from the shore
at the time.

Knowing himself hurt, he got
back to shore as soon as possible.
About halfway there the poison
began to pass through his system,
and the pain became terrible.
When the stinger was pulled out
it left a hole an inch wide.

“Ordinarily,” said the major, “a
little whisky affects me very
quickly, but on this occasion I
drank over a pint of whisky -
maybe a quart — and swallowed
two doses of morphine, and all of
it had no more effect than so
much water.”

Since the pain stopped I have
had a pleasant time. Everyone
has been very kind to me.”

Billiard Street Cafe

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits




Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. barrel
of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



The finest full-service culinary experience possible.

5<32 Slaughter Road
Madison/Huntsville, Alabama
2%-"71-5200 tel + 2%-5771-5207 fax
restaurant.com/sistergooch

Open 10 am to 9 pm
Tuesday through Saturday


restaurant.com/sistergooch

