No. 124

Plan

“We’re going to rob both places
in the same night. We’ll take J.C.
Penney’s first and Lorch’s Jewelry
store next. | think we can do both
in a couple ofhours and walk away
with maybe $60 or $70 thousand.”

It was the summer of 1966
when & trio of thieves came up with
the perfect plan for the perfect
crime.
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The
Perfect
Plan

“We're going to rob both
places in the same night. We'll
take J.C. Penney’s first and
Lorch's Jewelry store next. I
think we can do both in a couple
of hours and walk away with
maybe $60 or $70 thousand.”

Cotton Renfro listened in-
credulously as the older dark-
haired man described his plan
to burglarize the stores. Renfro
had been discharged from the
Army several months earlier, in
the spring of 1966, and had
moved to Huntsville in hopes of
finding a job. Almost immedi-
ately he had met Lucy Buckner,
a tall, striking brunette who was
several years older than him.
After a brief but furious court-
ship they moved into a rooming
house together on Walker Av-
enue. Renfro had broached the
subject of marriage several times
but was rebuffed by Lucy with
the comment, “Wait until you get
a real job and make some real
money.”

Renfro’s job was a bitter sub-
ject. Despite weeks of fruitless
searching he had been forced to

take a job with a janitorial ser-
vice, cleaning offices at night. Af-
ter paying rent, and buying food
and gas, there was little left for
entertainment or luxuries that
Lucy craved.

One of the few friends they
had was D.J. Boyer, an older
man who had drifted to Hunts-
ville at about the same time they
had arrived. He also lived at the
rooming house and had helped
Renfro get a job with the janito-
rial service where he too worked.

Despite the age difference,
the young couple and Boyer
quickly became fast friends.
Oftentimes when the two men got
off from work at two in the morn-
ing, the trio would sit up until
dawn drinking beer and telling
stories.

One night Boyer mentioned
having spent time in the peniten-
tiary. Lucy was fascinated, want-
ing to hear all about it and ex-
actly what he had done. Reluc-
tant at first, Boyer described how
he had been caught “cracking a
safe.” A night watchman had
seen him and set off the alarm.
When he ran out, the police were
waiting for him.

The beer seemed to lubricate
Boyer's memory, and with little
coaxing, he talked about other
jobs in which he had stolen thou-
sands of dollars. One job, he re-
called, netted him almost $20
thousand. He had gone to Mexico
and lived the high life until the
money ran out and he was forced
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to go “back to work.” He got
caught on the next job when an
accomplice attracted the police’s
attention by acting suspiciousiky.

Lucy was fascinated, asking
dozens of questions and wanting
to know every detail. The obvi-
ous question was why Boyer was
working as a janitor and when
was he going to do another “job.”

Boyer explained there was lot
more to it than just cracking a
safe. "You need people to work
with you can trust and you need
to pick the right place and have
a plan for anything that might go
wrong.”

Over the next several weeks
Lucy continued questioning
Boyer. It was obvious to both
men that she was enthralled by
the idea of sudden wealth. Fi-
nally, late one night when the
three were having a beer, she
proposed what had been in the
back of everyone’s mind. “Let’s
do it! Let’s make one big score
and kiss this hick town good
bye.”

Renfro had played with the
idea, but he also understood
what would happen if they were
caught. He began making ex-
cuses, and when Lucy kept bad-
gering him, he finally said no -
refusing to have any part of it.

Several more weeks passed
and Renfro began to believe that
Lucy had forgotten about the
idea. One evening when it was
time to go to work, he went to
Boyer’s room to see if he wanted
a ride. Boyer begged off, saying

he was not feeling well and was
going to take the night off.
Renfro thought nothing of it and
went on to work.

That night when Renfro re-
turned home, Lucy and Boyer
were waiting for him. One look
at Lucy’s face told the story. They
had been out casing places to
rob. When Renfro started to pro-
test, Lucy cut him off saying,
‘Just listen to the plan first.”

Boyer had been watching
two places, J.C. Penney’s and
Lorch’s Jewelry Store, for
months. Penney’s, he explained,
had an armored truck hired to
pick the money up every day ex-
cept for Saturdays and Sundays.
That meant that the receipts for
Friday night, Saturday and Sun-
day stayed in the store safe until
the following Monday, when all
three days receipts would be
picked up. His idea was to rob
the place about ten o’clock on a
Sunday night and then, if every-
thing went well, go downtown
and do Lorch’s the same night.
He explained, that with the new
courthouse construction going
on, most downtown businesses
were hurting. Lorch’s, however,
had increased their stock dras-
tically and were running sales
every week. They were doing a
record business.

He guessed the police would
never expect to be hit with two
crimes like that on the same
night. If they waited before rob-
bing Lorch’s, however, the heat
from the law might make it im-

S

| ALABAMA
M. @OIN & SILVER CO

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Woodstoves, Gas Logs, Gas Grills

[

[OME 8 HEARTH, @)

Firesets, Screens, Grates
& Fireplace accessories
2611 University Drive

Huntsvlile Al. 35816
534-1715 - 534-8199

Ph, (256) 536-0262
& 912 Bob Walllace Ave.

7 Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner \ﬁ
Huntsville, Alabama

e -

i |

H.C. BLAKE INC.

Plumbing, Electrical
Heating,
Air Conditioning




page 5



page 6
possible.

As Renfro tried to make ex-
cuses, pointing out things that
could go wrong. Boyer and Lucy
seemed to have an answer for
everything; it was apparent they
had been planning the double
theft for some time. Finally, hav-
ing run out of excuses, Renfro
just said no, he was not inter-
ested.

Lucy had assumed he would
say that. Looking at Renfro
sternly she told him that she was
in whether he was part of it or
not, and he had better make up
his mind. Letting his heart over-
ride his reason, Renfro reluc-
tantly agreed to join the duo in
what they hoped would be
Huntsville's next unsolved crime
wave.

Popping another beer, Boyer
began to explain the plan in de-
tail. Robbing the places would
not be that hard; getting away
with it would be the challenge.
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The police would be everywhere
questioning people and looking
for clues. They would be looking
for several men, probably from
out of town. They would also be
questioning people about strang-
ers and cars that might have
looked odd or out of place.

Laying several sheets of pa-
per on the table, Boyer picked
up the stub of a pencil and be-
gan to describe what he had in
mind. By the time the sun began
peeking over Monte Sano the
next morning, the plans had
been laid, with all three very
knowledgeable about each of
their jobs.

The next day Lucy was dis-
patched to rent a "safe house,"
on 6™ Avenue, under a fictitious
name. She told the landlord that
her husband was in the Army
and due back from Europe in 6
months, which explained why
she lived by herself without hav-
ing to work. Next she went to
Winn Dixie, where she stocked
up on several weeks of food and
supplies.

That same evening Renfro
went to work, and after sprin-
kling whiskey liberally over his
clothes, pretended to be drunk
and picked an argument with his
supervisor. The supervisor, after
smelling the whiskey, fired
Renfro on the spot, telling him
to pick up his check the follow-
ing morning. Boyer had ex-
plained that if Renfro left his job
without getting his last check, the
police would be suspicions. He
had also guessed that by gettin
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fired, Renfro would not have to
wait for it. This turned out to be
true.

The next day Renfro told the
landlady at the rooming house
that he and Lucy were moving
back to Memphis where her fam-
ily still lived. After packing their
belongings into the car, Lucy
dropped Renfro off at the park
and went on to the “safe house”
they had rented. That evening,
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after darkness had settled in,
Renfro slipped into the back
door.

The following week Boyer
quit his job as well, asking that
his check be mailed to Birming-
ham in care of general deliwery.
That night he, too, moved into
the safe house. From all outward
appearances, both Renfro and
Boyer had simply disappeared
from Huntsville. They were bet-
ting the police would never look
for someone who was not in
Huntsville at the time of the bur-
glaries.

The next three weeks were
full of boredom, with both men
confined to the house except for
brief forays late at night to check
out traffic patterns around
Penney’s and Lorch’s. The only
amusement was provided by the
landlord, who was very obviously
attracted to his new tenant. A
knock on the door would send
both men scurrying to hide in the
bedroom, leaving Lucy to fight off
the landlord’s amorous ad-
vances.

Besides dealing with the
landlord, Lucy had other tasks
just as important. She pur-
chased a blonde wig at a thrift
shop and had two bowling shirts
made, emblazoned with the logo
“Decatur Bowling League.” After
scouring the “For Sale” ads in the
newspaper she purchased an-
other car from an individual us-
ing another fictitious name and
dressed in the blonde wig,

Finally, after weeks of prepa-
ration and waiting, the day ar-
rived. That afternoon, adorned
in the blonde wig and carrying
two suitcases, Lucy rented a
room at the Russel Erskine ho-
tel. The hotel was located only a
few blocks from Lorch’s Jewelry
store and part of Boyer’s plan
was to get off the street and in a
safe place as soon as possible
after the heist. He figured a
young woman’s room in
Humtsville’s finest hotel was

about as safe a place as you
could get.

Next, they parked one of the
cars in front of the Pin Palace
bowling alley, a short distance
from J.C. Penney's, where they
planned to switch cars just in
case someone spotted them.

That evening, just minutes
before closing time, Lucy entered
the store and went directly to the
sporting goods department.
Renfro and Boyer followed a
short distance behind her.

The store was already prac-
tically empty of customers, with
all the lights being turned off,
and the salesclerks rushing to
get finished up so they could go
home. When Lucy asked a clerk
in the sporting goods depart-
ment about a shotgun for her
husband’s birthday, his frustra-
tion at having to deal with a last-
minute customer was very obvi-
ous.
“Please,” she begged, “it won’t
take just a minute and I don’t
know which one to buy.” As ifto
emphasize her helplessness, she
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dropped her purse on the floor,
exposing ample cleavage in her
attempt to retrieve it.

The clerk, trained to believe
a customer is always right, re-
luctantly escorted her to the gun
cabinets.

As soon as the clerk’s atten-
tion was diverted, Renfro and
Boyer dropped to their knees
and scampered into a tent that
had been set up as part of a
camping display. After closing
the flaps, they silently waited for
the store to finish closing. A few
minutes later they heard Lucy’s
voice thanking the sales clerk
and promising to come back the
next day. Minutes later the store
grew quiet and the lights
dimmed completely.

Exactly an hour and a half
later the men emerged from the
tent, and after satisfying them-
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selves that they were alone in the
store, sprang into action. Renfro
grabbed two shopping carts and
rushed to the kitchen depart-
ment where he helped himself to
two pairs of rubber gloves before
continuing to the bedding section
where he loaded the carts up
with as many goose down com-
forters as they would hold. Pass-
ing by the sporting goods depart-
ment, he picked out two bowl-
ing ball bags.

He then joined Boyer in the
tool department where they, af-
ter pulling on the gloves, began
helping themselves to extension
cords, drills, drill bits, crowbars
and flashlights. Both men burst
out laughing when they noticed
a display that read ‘J.C. Penney's
has Every Tool for Every Job!”

Minutes later the men were
in the office where the safe was
located. While Boyer assembled
the drill, Renfro began covering
the safe in layers of comforters
to deaden the sound, leaving only
a small tent-like cavity under-
neath for Boyer to work in.

Seconds seemed like hours
and minutes seemed like days as
Boyer patiently worked on the
safe. At one point they had to
stop while Renfro went after
fresh drill bits. Then the flash-
light began flickering off, caus-
ing another delay until they could
get another one.
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Suddenly the safe was open,
revealing tall stacks of currency
along with piles of checks, all
stacked in neat rows. Ignoring
the checks, the men hurriedly
crammed the currency into the
bowling ball bags. Just as they
were finishing, they heard noises
coming from the ceiling. Turning
the flashlights off, they cautiously
made their way to where the
sounds were coming from.

Seconds later, they saw a ceil-
ing tile lifted and disappear into
the darkness. Almost immedi-
ately a head appeared out of the
ceiling with a voice telling some-
one to “bring the rope.”

Someone else was trying to
rob the same store!

Ignoring the would-be rob-
bers, Renfro and Boyer rushed
to the main door. They had
placed an electric drill there ear-
lier and it only took a minute to
drill through the lock and open
the door. Aiming the flashlight at
the bowling alley, they flashed it
for a brief second. Minutes later
Lucy pulled up in the car.

While the men changed into
the bowling shirts, Lucy drove to
the nearby bowling alley where
they ditched the car on the far
edge of the parking lot. Boyer
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knew that the first few minutes
were the most critical. If there
was a silent alarm, or if some-
one had spotted the car, the po-
lice would be there in mere min-
utes. He also knew there was a
bowling convention going on that
night and by dressing as bowlers
no one would pay any attention
to them.

Five minutes passed, then
ten, then fifteen. At the end of
twenty minutes they got into the
other car they had parked there
earlier, and with Lucy driving,
headed downtown to the court-
house square where Lorch’'s was
located.

As they passed the narrow
alley next to the Martin Theater
on Washington Street, Lucy
slowed the car to a crawl while
the men jumped out. It took only
seconds to jimmy the back door
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and make their way to the front
showroom where the safe was.
As Boyer began examining the
safe, Renfro began scooping up
rings, watches, necklaces and
anything else that was in the
showcases.

Suddenly both men froze. An
alarm was sounding somewhere!
Grabbing the bowling bag con-
taining the jewelry the men
rushed out the same way they
had entered. The original plan
had been for Lucy to wait down
the street, about where G.W.
Jones Co. is located, and when
she saw the signal, pick the men
up.
Boyer flashed the light once
and after not seeing any head-
lights, the men crossed the street
on the courthouse side and be-
gan walking toward where Lucy
was.

Just as they got to the ply-
wood barricades that had been
erected during the courthouse
construction, Lucy pulled up.
Unfortunately, at the same time
a patrol car, with its lights off,
began inching down the street
toward them.

Thinking

fast, Renfro

grabbed the bowling ball bags,
stuffed with cash and jewelry,
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and tossed them over the barri-
cade on the courthouse side.
With no loot, the police would
have no reason to bother them.

Almost comically, the police
car slowly continued toward
them before finally turning its
headlights on. The officer, after
giving the “bowlers” a once over,
tipped his hat and sped off.

A quick conference decided
it was too dangerous and might
attract attention to try to retrieve
the bags in the darkness, so they
decided to go ahead with the
original plan and return in the
morning at first light. Lucy drove
the short distance to the Russel
Erskine and checked into the
room she had reserved. About
twenty minutes later the men
slipped into her room.

All three were ecstatic about
having pulled off the perfect

crime. Lucy called room service
and cajoled a bellboy into fetch-
ing a bottle of Chivas Regal to
celebrate with. Each one had his
and her private dreams that were
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about to be realized. Lucy
wanted to live in New York and
Boyer was already dreaming of
a life in Mexico again.

For Renfro, it was a bitter-
sweet moment. He had only
agreed to be a part of the plan in
the hopes of keeping Lucy, but
he was beginning to realize she
would never belong to just one
man.

Early the next morning at
the first break of dawn the
bleary-eyed and hung-over bur-
glars left the hotel to go retrieve
their loot. As soon as they turned
the corner onto Jefferson Street,
they came to an abrupt stop.

The whole courthouse
square was a furious beehive of
activity. The wooden barricades
had been torn down, revealing
deep holes in the ground, with
concrete trucks lined up down
the block waiting in turn to pour
their loads of concrete into the
courthouse footings.

The bowling bags, containing
approximately $40,000 in cash
and jewels, were now buried
under tons of fresh concrete on
the northwest side of the square..

All three of the hapless bur-
glars left Huntsville shortly after-
wards. Boyer was arrested in
Kentucky in the 1970s for auto
theft and spent more time in the
penitentiary. While there he told
several other prisoners of his
failed burglary in Huntsville.
They in turn told a news re-
porter. After a brief spate of pub-
licity the story was again forgot-
ten. He is supposed to have died
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in Tucson, Arizona sometime in
the 1990s.

Lucy and Renfro left Hunts-
ville and moved to Birmingham
where he found a job with a con-
struction crew. He arrived home
from work one day and discov-
ered Lucy had moved out, tak-
ing all her belongings. She was
never heard from again.

Cotton Renfro lives some-
where in Florida where he re-
cently retired after thirty-two
years in the swimming pool busi-
ness. He claims not to think
about the botched burglary job
very often although he does ad-
mit to a certain distaste for the
new Huntsville courthouse.

There's always alot to be
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Strange
News From
Around The
Country

- William Gaswell, from
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
constructed a home from 2,138
champagne bottles.

- D. W. Grigsby, an Iowa dairy-
man, has trained his two cats to
sleep on the backs of cows on
cold winter nights.

- Ezra Wilson, a silversmith
from Indiana, is still operating
an automobile he built in 1910.
Wilson is unmarried, and has
never allowed a woman to ride
in his auto.

- Five years ago, the mother
of Vivian Daly of Chicago lost a
diamond out of her engagement
ring. Recently Vivian complained
of a severe earache and upon
looking, a local doctor found the
$500 stone imbedded in her
right ear.

- H. R. Amling, general man-
ager of a wholesale florist con-
cern in San Francisco, has in-
stalled an electric toy train on a
130-foot track to carry messages,
orders and invoices between his
departments.

- Frank Vanderbilt, a Michi-
gan hotel owner, so admired the

beer drinking ability of his pet
bear that upon her death he
erected a monument to her
memory, depicting her in her
characteristic drinking pose.

- Harry Kleine, a Kentucky
confectioner, has built a “tree of
a thousand wishes” out of 1,000
wishbones he saved from wild
and tame fowl on which his fam-
ily has dined for the past 35
years.

- The four sons of Mr. and
Mrs. Saunders of Oklahoma are
named Okla, Homa, Terri and
Tory.

- Mrs. Brooks of Phoenix, Ari-
zona has trained her Boston ter-
rier, Toodles, to gather the eggs
each morning from the hen
houses.

- Mrs. Selma Hughes, from
Aragon, Georgia, built a six room
house single-handedly in only 8
months. A widow with 2 young
daughters, she rose at 4:30 a.m.,
cooked breakfast for her father
and brothers, then worked on
her house until 2:00 p.m., when
she reported to a nearby mill to
work until 10:00 p.m.

Writers

Send us your stories to be pub-
lished in Old Huntsville. Stories
must be about Huntsville and have
factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East
CI|nton Huntsville, Al. 35801

LOAN AMOUNT

MONTHLY PYMT.

$100,000.00 $435.20 |[ERGHGEDTDT]
$200,000.00 $870.41 = Debt Conscolidation
$300,000.00 $1305.61 rn |0

Rates effective 09/15/02 based on 1 year ARM & subject to change. |

* Purchase

| « Construction

LAWIIORN

ASSOCIATLES
MORTGAGE CQO PANY, INC.

www.lawhornmortgagecompany.com

539-0555
1-888-736-5319
AmSouth Center

200 Clinton Ave, Suite 509

Stanlieo's
Sub Villa

Phone in your order and it will be
ready at our Call-In window.
(usually 15 minutes)

Over 31 different Subs fo
choose from!
Two convenient Jocations to serve vou.
607 Jordan Lane 8377220
602 Governors Drive536-6585

Open 7 Days Weekly

Monday-Friday 9:100aum-10:08pm
Saturday 10:06:00- 10:00pm
Sunday FL:00am-9:00pm

Oalon Bella

e (4]

Audra Wilson
Janice Johnson

Specializing in Cuts,
Coloring & Highlighting

1701 University Dr.

(corner Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002


http://www.lawhommortgagecompany.com
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It's European!

4800 Whitesburg Drive ¢« 880-8920

These thwee
indepondont restaurants
areé creative and
it's their tradition
in Huntsville to
serve really good food
at reasonable prices
and in a friendly
and relaxed atmosphere.

uciano

a fine Italiam restaurant

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At

Reasonable Prices.

Available in mid-May
Banquet Room seating up to 40
Call to reserve,

964 Airport Road
885-0505

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.
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Watercress Capital
of the World

Almost lost and forgotten in our city’s history is the
fact that Huntsville at one time claimed the crown as
“The Watercress Capital of the World.” According to leg-
end, an English officer started the custom of having
watercress served in salads since in Great Britain green
stuffs were hard to come by in the winter months. Water-
cress is the oldest green vegetable known to man.

In the early 1900s watercress cultivation began in
Huntsville. This was one of the few places in the country
where a supply of fresh spring water and limestone, com-
bined with moderate winter temperatures, enabled cul-
tivation. Growers would ship over one 1 million bunches
of watercress to points all across the country.

“Cressie,” as old-timers used to call it, was grown in
ponds similar to the way rice is grown in China. The
water level would be kept at about six inches during the
growing season. When freeze threatened, the level of wa-
ter would be raised, the constant degree temperature of
the water protecting the plants from damage.

Colder winters and the expense of shipping were cited
as the two primary reasons the business declined here
in Huntsville. With the advent of air freight the railroads
discontinued most of their express freight trains. Wa-
tercress became too expensive to ship by air and too
perishable to ship by regular freight train, thus ending
another era of “Old Huntsville's” history.

Try the following recipe:

Potage Gesseniere

1 Ib. Potatoes, 1 T. salt

1 1/2 pints milk

One bunch of Watercress

1 oz. butter

Peel the potatoes, wash them and boil them in salt
water until tender. Drain, crush them with a potato
masher, and when free from all lumps add milk. While

A Huntsville Tradition Since 1961
Serving Your Favorite Pizzas

Lunch Specials 11 am to 2 pm Daily

721 Clinton Ave. W.
In The Back of Market Square Mall

256-536-2872

the potatoes are cooling, wash and pick the
watercress and chop roughly. Add to the
soup and cook for five or six minutes. Take
off the fire and add the butter. Serve from a
hot tureen.

—

Brake Service - Wheel Balancing
Wheel Alignment

Serving our customers since 1961

2817 Governors Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

Phone 539-3482

Serving Huntsville Since 1890
- - PASTEURIZED MILK - -

BUTTER

ICE CREAM
"7‘-1'54:&*-_‘

Huntsville
Ice Cream & Creamery Co.

Always has been
Your Hometown Dairy




- Pick Roden, the king of
moonshiners of Marshall county,
was yesterday sentenced to five
years in the penitentiary and
fined $700.

- For sale — my residence on
Walker street, or will exchange
for farm property. Price reason-
able. Apply to Robt. L. Adair, care
of Henderson National bank.

- Lost — Pair of kid gloves at
the Elks building during dance
Tuesday evening. Finder phone
418 or return to Miss Donnie
Dillard.

- For rent - two cozy little bed-
rooms at reasonable prices.
Gentlemen preferred. Mrs.
James Lines, 207 East Holmes
St.

- For sale — a secondhand
2-horse wagon in good running
order; also 2 sets double har-
ness. Apply to Mrs. S. E. Sibley
East Randolph St., opposite
Butler’s school.

- For rent - 7 room modern
cottage on Walker Street — apply
to J. N. Mazza

- Wanted - a good nurse and
house keeper. $10 a month in
addition to board and room.

- For rent — my residence on
Adams Ave. - furnished or unfur-
nished. Possession given at once.
For terms apply to Mrs. Chas. P
Lane

- For rent — two upstairs
rooms or one large room down-
stairs. Suitable for light house-
keeping within a short distance
of the square. Apply to 314
Randolph St.

- The Queens Daughters of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church will have
their regular market at De
Stefano’s store Saturday. The
menu will consist of Lady Balti-
more, Grand Duke, Caramel and
Pineapple cakes. Also available
will be snow balls, mince meat
pies, salt rising bread, light
bread, beaten biscuit and home
made Italian spaghetti. They
would be pleased to have you call.

- For Sale - the brick resi-
dence now occupied by Mrs.
George White on Adams Ave.
Anyone interested are at liberty
to call and examine the place.
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Apply to Mrs. Chas. P Lane
Phone 152-3

- Mr. Knott reported a dog
afflicted with rabies, and foam-
ing at the mouth, was spotted
near New Market yesterday.

You are invited to

and more....

Great Gilt Ideas

The Best of Handmade Soap
and Body Products, also
Candles, Featuring all Natural
Ingredients

Quality Handcrafted
Items

Margaret's Southern
Scents

Hearth & Heather
Soaps

Surround Yourself With Wonderful Scent!

Visit us in our New Location

Located in Suite 528
Preston Plaza
Jordan Lane

Huntsville, ALL 35816
256-489-3230

T

S. Mitchell Howie

Attorney and Counselor at Law

107 North Side Square, Huntsville, Al 35801
(256)533-9696 - Fax (256)533-3488

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

L ——

Next to Research Park
and Madison Square Mall

Corner of University & Wynn Drive

5100 Sanderson Road - (256) 837-8282

Casual Fine Dining For Luncheons and Dinner (¥ [y
Banquet Room available for special occasions“‘**_

* Seats up to 50

* Personalized service
* Private and Elegant
* Birthday parties

* Anniversaries /
* Wedding receptions
* Business Events /
* Reunions /i

Call for preferred

eating
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Huntsville
Coffee Talk

by Aunt Eunice

With pearls of wisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

Hello - it's good to be greet-
ing my friends again. Ihope ev-
eryone is feeling good and hav-
ing a great beginning of summer.
Happy to report that I'm doing
well and feeling so much better
after my sick spell. Thanks
again for all the love that came
my way while I was off from
work.

Thanks to all of you who
called about the picture of the
month. It makes it so much fun
to hear from all of you. Janice
Stringer from Five Points Beauty
Salon called with the correct an-
swer — the Photo of the Month
was Mary Cantrell from Mary's
Antiques on Pratt Avenue.

I have had many friends stop
by to see me since I was sick.
Yesterday my dear friend Louie
Tippett and his lovely wife Jane
came by. They own “United Fire
and Water Restoration" and are
such a hard-working couple - I
love you!

Congratulations to our long-
time friend Mr. Cecil Ashburn,
a man who has done so much
for our community. He was just

recently inducted into the Ala-
bama Road Builders Associa-
tion Hall of Fame at a very for-
mal evening event at the Mont-
gomery Country Club. He
wanted me to tell you that he
accepted the honor for all the
employees of Ashburn and Gray,
past and present - there wouldn't
be any recognition without them.
Thanks, Mr. Ashburn, for being
my friend.

Little Mr. Wade Rogers just
had his 6% birthday. I hope it
was a great party and Happy
Birthday, Wade!

Jan Davis brought her friend
from Japan Chiaki Makai to
breakfast. Chiaki has flown on
the Space Shuttle two times in
1994 and 1998. She also
worked as a crew communica-
tor on Jan's first Mission
Spacelab. Jan also brought sev-
eral of her staff members to
breakfast this week. I'm glad to
report that Jan’s mother is do-
ing much better after a stay in
the hospital. Dolly, we're so glad
to see you out again.

Our sympathy goes to

Sandra Steele
President

Apams ALLEY ® CLiFT'S CovE @ HERITAGE PLANTATION
HERITAGE PROVENCE ® HERITAGE STATION @ KING'S RIDGE
WalLKER's HiL ® M1, CARMEL BY THE RIVER ® THE BRIDGES

Please vigjy our

oo.site Sales Office?

www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

ENFINGER
DEVELOPMENT

INCORPORATED

(ommunities that encourage (Salanced .Ziving

Jimmy East and all the East
family in the death of his brother,
Joe East. Also, our sympathy
goes to Jim Shockley in the
death of his sister. Ilove you all.

Congratulations to long time
friends James and Roseanne
(Carter) Troup who recently cel-
ebrated their 60" wedding anni-
versary.

Stephen Balling and Carole
Magnuson stopped by for break-
fast and left a note saying the
food was “simply wonderful.”
Thanks and I hope you’ll be back
soon again.

Congratulations to Donna,
my granddaughter, who was my
birthday girl of the month.
Happy Birthday Donna - you're
growing OLDER and prettier ev-
ery day!

Velma at the Huntsville
Senior Center on Drake wants
me to remind you that they could
really use some volunteer help
in the Senior Center Gift Shop.
That way they could stay open

The first person to correctly
identify the picture of this young
woman, shown below, wins a
free breakfast at Eunice's Coun-
try Kitchen.

Hint: You see her all the
time at one of our banking es-
tablishments in town!



http://www.enfmgerdevelopment.com

for 5 days a week and they have
some really interesting gifts in
there too. If you are interested
please give her a call and tell her
I sent you!

One of my dear friends who
comes to see me all the time is
Robert Madison. He is such a
sweet guy and handsome too!

I must say a great big hello
to my friend J. C. Hayes of Jack-
son County Road in Section, Ala-
bama. Also my friends Bill and
Lucy Mae Pope of Fackler, Ala-
bama that's out near Crow
Mountain. You've heard me talk
a lot about the fine fruit from
Crow Mountain.

Thanks to my friends Jim
Kirby and Geneva Kirby from
Stevenson who came to see me
and brought me those great
country goodies.

I noticed in the paper that po-
litical talks are beginning already
for next year. Our Huntsville
Mayor Loretta says she is defi-
nitely running. I noticed that
Glenn Watson is also running
again for his Council seat. Guess
there will be several others to an-
nounce soon - can't wait!

Someone told us that Mary
Jane Caylor has definitely made
up her mind to run against
Loretta. If that's true, it should
be an interesting mayoral race.

I hope all you come to my
Customer Appreciation Day on
June 10 starting at 10:30 a.m.
and going il 1:30. It1l be held
here at Eunice’s, 1006 Andrew
Jackson Way and we’ll have
Barbeque Chicken, Fried Fish,
Roasted Corn and Homemade
Lemonade! A real country feast
because I appreciate you all so
much! I sure hope to see you
all.

More about the wedding of
the summer - my little friend
Jade Watson is getting married
on May 31 at the beautiful Wed-
ding Chapel on the mountain.
The very lucky groom is Bobby
Sentell. Much luck to both of

you!

The two beautiful daughters
of Steve and Bonnie Hettinger
(Hillary and Juliet) are both get-
ting married this summer! They
are such sweet girls and I can't
believe so many years have
passed since I first saw them as
little girls! I know Steve and
Bonnie are so proud.

Some of our friends have
asked me when Claudia Huton
of Austin, Texas was here last.
It was so good to see her walk in
the door this week with her Mom
Leona Jackson. Always comes
to see me the first day that she’s
home. I love you!

I'm so glad the Concerts in
the Park are starting up again.
There's always so many wonder-
ful people there, and boy, do the
politicians work the crowds!

Congratulations to Chuck
and Annelie Owens on their up-
coming June celebration of their
55th anniversary! Boy, that's a
long time to put up with some-
onel!

I hope all of you have a won-
derful summer, and be sure and
come by to see me. Remember, |
love all of you.
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Are you
a futures
trader?

For quotes, research, and
trading discipline call:

Benny Little
Branch Manager
www.agedwards.com

400 Meridian Street

Suite 201

Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 534-2180

Toll Free: (877) 428-2180

A G Edwards

L INVESTMENTS SINCE 1887
Membgr SIPC » 2001 A G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

Member of the New York Stock Exchiange and all principal
commodity exchanges. More than 690 officas natlonwida,

-

Unusual trees, shrubs,
flowers and unique
statuaries & accessoriresw

. LY

813 Meridian Str.

ks,
bl 536-0734

ardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs

Serving Huntsville Since 1962

536-2616

2402 Mem. Pkwy. NW, Huntsville, Ala



http://www.agedwards.com
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1925 Hunllsvi”e I:avopi]les

These recipes are taken from
the Missionary Society Holmes
Street M.E. Church, Huntsville,
Al. Thank you to Mr. Newman
Ward for sending us his mother’s
1925 cookbook and these won-
derful recipes herein.

Mom Ward's Pest
Apple Pie

5 good cooking apples

2 T. butter in pieces

2/3 c. brown sugar

Y2 t. nutmeg

Pastry

2 ¢. brown sugar

1 c. regular flour

Y. c. butter

Slice your apples and pour
into a buttered baking dish with
no bottom crust. Sprinkle over
this 2/3 cup brown sugar and dot

well with 2 tablespoons of but-
ter. Sprinkle with nutmeg and
add 4 tablespoons of water.

Mix %2 cup brown sugar, 1
cup flour and % cup butter, cut
in with pastry blender is best.
Sprinkle this mixture over the
top of the apples, bake in mod-
erate oven (350) until apples are
tender and top is browned.
Bess Ward

Do’le Duddinq

1 c. chopped dates

I c. chopped English walnuts

1 c. brown sugar

1 T. flour

1 t. baking powder

3 eggs beaten separately, fold
whites in last

Mix all ingredients as listed,
bake in moderate oven 20 min-
utes. Cut in squares and serve
with whipped cream.

Mrs. W. E. Voelker

Ta pioca Pinea pple Duddinq

1 cup of tapioca soaked over
night in plenty of cold water.
Drain Y can sliced pineapple
and juice, 2 cup water, juice of
2 lemons, 1 2 cups of sugar.
Cook slowly until nearly clear.
Remove from stove, let cool, then
stir in the whites of three eggs
well beaten. Serve with good
cream.

Mrs. T. E. Banks

Salmon Croq UQHQS

One can of salmon mashed
fine. Salt and pepper to taste,
two eggs and half as much bread
crumbs as salmon. Make into
rolls, dip in beaten eggs, roll in
cracker crumbs and fry.

India Lowman

SCO”OPG(J quplonfs

2 medium eggplants
2 c. cracker crumbs

FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT

"Under New Ownership - Scott & Cheryl Huber"
Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere

Breakfast Specials

Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna, Bacon or Sausage,

Grits or Gravy, Biscuit & Jelly $2.99
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752

Located in Historic Five Points
ONE BLOCK OFF ANDREW JACKSON

Plate Lunches
Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm
Your Choice Of
One Meat
and Vegetables




Y, ¢. milk

1 T. butter

Y, c. ground cooked ham

1 egg

Y4 t. sugar

Salt and pepper to taste

Boil eggplants until tender.

Peel, cut in small cubes. Add
salt, pepper, sugar, butter and
ham. Put layer of eggplant in
buttered baking dish, then layer
of cracker crumbs. Repeat until
all is used. Beat egg, add milk
and pour over eggplants. Bake
in moderate oven 30 minutes
and serve while warm.

Mrs. Emmitt A. Barnes

1 c. milk

1t salt

1 c. rolled oats

2 Y c. flour

1 to 3 yeast cakes

Scald liquid, add salt and

pour over oats. Cool half hour,
add yeast mixed with Y4 cup
lukewarm water and flour &
bake. Mrs. T. E. Banks

A Bpide’s
(One that never

1 c. shortening

Y2 ¢. boiling water

Cream until cold. Let stand
half an hour. Add three cups of
flour and pinch of baking pow-
der and salt. Roll thin and fill
pans.

Mrs. W. D. Grafton

Nuf CCI I(E

1 Ib. sugar

Y 1b. butter

6 eggs

1 t. ground nutmeg

1 1b. flour

1 2 1b. seeded raisins

1 quart pecan meats,
chopped

1 wine glass of wine

Mix thoroughly and bake in

loaf.

Daisy Baxter

Banana Fra ppe

Three large bananas, 2 cups
sugar, 1 pt. water, juice of 2 or-
anges, 1 lemon, 1 pineapple.
Cook bananas, sugar and water
until it is a thin syrup. Strain
and cool. Add fruit juice and
freeze.

Birdie Lucille Shelby

Enq'ish Walnut Condq

2 c. brown sugar

1 T. butter

1 c. English walnuts

1 ¢c. milk

Boil sugar and milk until a

little dropped in cold water
forms a soft ball. Add butter,
remove from fire and beat until
it begins to thicken, add nuts and
pour into buttered pan, cut in
squares. Lucille Blair

MOPIQ MOUSS€

One cup maple syrup, one
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pint full cream. Whip both until
stiff. Mix well and pack in salt
and ice until frozen. Serve with
whipped cream.

Mrs. Ben Johnson

Buying or Selling a house?
Let Bill get it done!

F.N. (Bill) Sefton,
CRS,GRI Broker Associate

Office: (256) 881-9676

Fax: (256) 882-0604

Pager: (256) 535-1843

Email: bsefton@benporter.com

3409 S. Memorial Parkway
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456
email: linprint@mindspring.com
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com

Business Cards, Letterheads, Envelopes, Flyers, L¢
Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapset

Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Palitical Signs, Buttot

Commercial

Presentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE:
Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Social & Business
Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbon
Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks
Graduation & Name Cards

Ad Specialties
Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tag

Restaurant With
The Trains!

505 East Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS — Too Many ltems to List —
Closed Sundans


mindspring.com
http://www.linprint.cceasy.com
mailto:bsefton@benporter.com
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Burgess
Mirah Marcrum Miller

by Austin Miller

Burgess Miller joined the
Confederate army at Maysville,
Alabama in 1861. His brother
Larkin also went to the war and
did not return. The family never
knew what happened to him.

I don’'t know all the battles
Burgess was in but I do know
that he was wounded in the sum-
mer of 1863 at the battle of
Champion Hill just outside Jack-
son, Mississippi. It is a miracle
that he did not die due to sani-
tary conditions and the quality
of medical care customary in the
civil war. Soldiers often died of
infection from the slightest
wound. His wound was severe
enough to cripple him the rest
of his life. He was taken in a
wagon to Vicksburg, a distance
of about 40 miles, a trip I have
made by car many times. He got
there in time for the battle of
Vicksburg and lived through the
siege and fall of the city. This was
one of the darkest times in the
history of the South. The loss at
Vicksburg gave the Yankees con-
trol of the Mississippi River, a
crippling blow because it divided
the confederacy and cut off a
major supply route. This,
coupled with the devastating loss

at Gettysburg the day before,
dealt a deathblow to the Confed-
erates. Lee’s Army was able to
escape from Pennsylvania back
to Virginia in fact but the Army
at Vicksburg was devastated.
When Vicksburg fell the Yankees
took 30,000 Confederate prison-
ers. One of those was Burgess
Miller. As a condition of the sur-
render most of the 30,000 signed
an affidavit that they would not
take up arms against the U.S.

e
Zgopi's &reads
and @agels

Fresh Bagels, Muffins, Croissants,
Danish, Cinnamon Rolls
and Bread

Breakfast & Lunch
Served Daily

Across from Grissom High

7900 Bailey Cove Blvd.

Tel. 256-883-7377 Fax 256-882-7977

Government.
This was no
disgrace espe-
cially in the
case of Burgess.

He was " Garages

* Patio Cover
wounded and * Decks
likely physically

unable to serve.
In any event, his
regiment, the

CUSTOM EXTERIORS

Specializing In Vinyl Siding £

*Vinyl Windows
* Screen Rooms
* Licensed & Insured #&

25 Years Experience

Call 256-216-1802

35% Alabama,

had slipped
away after Bur-
gess was

wounded. He
was released as
a prisoner of
war and had to
walk from
Vicksburg to
Ryland, a dis-

#123

Huntsville, AL. 35801

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

3313 Memorial Parkway

Phone
(256) 882 7611

RENAISSANCE

THEATRE at Lincoln Center

reserve your tickets.

"The Miss Firecracker Contest"
June 19, 20, 21, 22 (2:30 Matinee)
June 26, 27, 28

Corporate parties are invited; call now to reserve
your company party. Call 536-3434 or 536-3117 to

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center
Antique Mall or call 536-3117

Billiard Street Cafe

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

2703 University Drive - 536-6000

1216 Meridian St.
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tance of about 400 miles. When
he got to North Alabama, an ob-
stacle was the Tennessee River.
He found an old log, used itas a
float and swam across the river.
Assuming he could walk 10
miles a day with a bad leg the
trip would have taken him over
a month. It is likely that he got
home sometime in September
18638.

The conditions at Vicksburg
were some of the worst experi-
enced by soldiers and citizens of
any war in history. The infra-
structure of the city and coun-
tryside was laid to waste. People
were starving and both soldiers
and civilians were down to eat-
ing dog, cats and even rats. We
can speculate that Burgess knew
great hunger. He also knew the
terror of combat and suffered
the pain of a serious wound; no
purple hearts or medals for
valor were given to Confederate
Soldiers. In my growing up years
people would talk about which
of my uncles had the hardest
time in war. Some would say
uncle Gib because of his

wounds; others would say Uncle
Louis because he was in combat
so long and others Uncle Paul
because of his experiences as a
prisoner of war in Korea. There
is no doubt that if Burgess had
been their contemporary his
name would have been added to
the discussion. A big difference
was that when his grandsons
came home, they came home to
peace and plenty. Burgess came
home to poverty and a home oc-
cupied and ruled by a hated en-
emy.

Burgess lived to aripe old age
and had a number of children.
One was named Mose Louis
Miller, after his father. Another
was Curtis Miller (Uncle Curt), I
remember him well and he is the
only person I ever knew who was
born during the Civil War. Mose
married Anna Eunice McKay in
about 1906, they had eight chil-
dren. All but one lived to adult
hood. Their firstborn Lucy died
as a baby and is buried in Maple
Hill Cemetery. The rest were
boys, their names were Robert
Edgar, Joseph Houston, James

Curtis, Mose Louis, Jr., Paul
Berns, Frank Jordan and
Malcolm Wayne.

Mirah Marcrum Miller was
the wife of Burgess Miller and my
Great Grandmother. When Bur-
gess was away at war a Yankee
troop raided her house in Big
Cove. They rode their horses

N
irst Daptist

lan Church

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5.00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive
just East of Mem. Pkwy

(‘Z/)u haven't seen ‘affordable’ Assisted Living

until you've seen Hearthstone!

«(7{ earthstone Assisted Living at Byrd Springs offers affordable, yet
superior senior carel It's what we do bestt Your monihly rent includes
bathing, dressing and grooming assistance, three nufritious meais
daily, activities, housekeeping, fransportafion, and much more! At

Hearthstone, even small pels are welcome! Cail us faday.

Callustoday 256-882-2727
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page 22
through her garden, trampled
her flower beds and ransacked
the house searching for food and
valuables. They took all her food
and meat she had hidden in
ashes in the smoke house. They
rode off with her food in sacks
and the meat on the end of their
bayonets. As they galloped away
she yelled at them, “ I hope the
bushwhackers get you before you
get out of this valley!” Bush-
whackers were not part of the
Confederate army, they were an
organized guerrilla force that hid
out and ambushed Yankees.
They had the support of the
population but were not officially
sanctioned by the Confederate or
considered Soldiers by the Union
Army and if captured by the Yan-
kees they were usually shot or
hung. A hot bed for bushwhack-
ers was in Killingsworth Cove.
One reason they were so active
around Huntsville is because
North Alabama was occupied
early in the war.

Mirah's wish came true. Be-
fore the Yankees got out of the
range of the sound of rifle fire,
the bushwhackers did indeed
kill them all. She was about 25
at the time. In my kitchen is a
green marble-top, three-drawer
chest that was in her house when
the Yankee's came calling.

When Burgess came home in
1863, he returned to an enemy
occupation followed by years of
reconstruction. It is a historical
fact that people in the South suf-
fered during reconstruction from
depravation and starvation as

much as any people in history. It
is an irony that in succeeding
wars the U.S. treated the occu-
pied lands of foreign enemies
much better than it did its own
people in the South. Itis also true
that it took the South almost a
hundred years to recover from
the Civil War primarily because
of punitive policies of the U.S.
government.

Burgess and Mirah were de-
vout Presbyterians. They did no
work or play on Sunday. All
meals were cooked on Saturday.
There was no swimming or other
recreation of any kind. About all
they would do is go to church,
feed the livestock and milk the
cows. This was passed down to
my Grandfather because he did
not allow Daddy and my uncles
to play ball, fish, hunt or work
on Sunday.

Mirah was known by all of
Ryland as Granny Miller. She
walked the roads and roamed the
community in her later years.
Everybody in Ryland helped look
after her. When my granddaddy
discovered she wasn't home, he

would set out afoot looking for
her. He would find her eating
breakfast with a neighbor, sitting
on a front porch rocking or mak-
ing herself at home in someone’s
living room. My granddaddy told
of coming to the Thomas house
located just south of the railroad
track on Dug Hill Road. Mr. Will
Thomas and his wife were sit-
ting on the front porch and saw
him looking for her. They said,
“Mose come on in, we got
Granny, She is in bed.” Sure
enough she was lying on top of
their nice clean bed on top of a
beautiful bedspread with muddy
shoes on. They wouldn'’t let him
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fuss at her and made him prom-
ise he wouldn’t say anything to
her about it later.

She was such a character
that people used to use her name
to scare their children to make
them behave. It is said that she
would walk the roads and poke
at the wheels of cars with her
walking sticks as they passed by.
This of course would be a real
danger today but in those days
the roads were gravel or dirt and
the cars were T-Models that
didn’t go much faster than a
mule drawn wagon.

Mama talks about playing
with her cousin Sis Harbin
Turner around the bales of cot-
ton they used to keep in front of
Carl Mooring's house. The house
is still standing and I remember
when they kept the cotton there.
All the people who worked on
Carl Morring’s farm had to bring
their cotton from the gin and
dump it in front of his house
until it was sold. Each fall there
were hundreds of bales staged

there and Mama still talks about
Granny peeping at them from
behind the bales watching them
play.

Burgess and Mirah lived out
their last days in the house with
my grandparents. Burgess died
in 1917, Mirah died in 1926.
They are buried in Ryland Cem-
etery. Burgess’s grave has one of
the few Confederate Veteran
markers still left in the cemetery.

|
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After the close ofthe war, and
military discipline was relaxed,
conditions became unspeakably
depraved. Huntsville and her
citizens suffered “depredation,
robbeny, murder, arson and rap-
ine” at the hands of marauding
hordes of “tories,” “scalawags’
and federal and Confederate “de-
serters.” The county was overrun
with this scum of humanmityy, the
flotsam and jetsam of ignominy
itself. For a great while the local
traffic in whiskey was enormous.
The streets were crowded with
the drunken and debauched,
and lawlessness stalked abroad
unlbridled. These conditions
were accentuated by the pres-
ence, in large numbers, ofladies
of easy virtue; who by their in-
decent demeanor in all places,
and especially public thorough-
fares, lent an air of degradation
to the entire conumummitsy.

There can be little doubt that
lawlessness had reached dan-
gerous proportiomns, when we
learn that the Provisional Gover-
nor Parsons, a “loyal” Union
man, deemed it necessary to in-
vest the mayor of Huntsville with
special and extraordinary pow-
ers to suppress violence. These
deplorable conditions were not
confined to the town alone but
existed throughout the coumtty.

Former citizens of the coumty,

who had become “tories” during
the war and through fear had left
the country, now returned to vent
their hate and avenge their own
self-imposed dishonor, upon the
defenseless, who had lain down
the weapons of war and taken up
those of peace. Their lust for

blood and insatiable desire for
revenge knew no bounds and
recognized no ties. Confederate
veterans now pursuing the arts
of peace, were deliberately shot
and killed while seated with the
remnants of their families
around their firesides, and while
at work in the fields .

These general conditions and
special influences cooperated to
meke the seven years of recon-
struction infinitely and inesti-
mably more harsh, eruel and
inhuman than the four years of
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bloody war itself. In addition
thereto there was another specific
factor more potent than all these
and wider in scope which threat-
ened the very existence of civiliza-
tion at the South; the Recan-
struction Acts, passed by Con-
gress, aided by Constitutional
Amendment.

The administration of these
acts was largely entrusted to the
illiterate and unknowing “carpet-
bagger,” who was aided in his per-
secutions by that most unprin-
cipled of all men, the “scalawag,”
a coward by nature and a thug and
grafter by preferment. These lat-
ter poisoned the already hostile
mind of the “carpetbagger.” The
author is wanting in ability to de-
fine either the genus “carpetbag-
ger,” or “scalawag.”

We have already learned that
the bureau at Huntsville had pro-
jected “Union or Loyal Leagues,”
for political purposes. As these
leagues became stronger, after the
ballot was given the negro, many
negroes were elected to office
through its influence. The higher
and more important offices were
preempted by the “carpetbaggers”
and held at the hands of the “Black
Man’s Party.”

These leagues having become
strong in membership and pow-
erful in politics, under the protec-
tion of the Union troops garri-
soned here, became very disor-
derly and obnoxious. The conduct
of the members was offensive to
the last degree.

The league meetings were held
at night. Going to and from the
meetings the members would
march through the streets, armed,
in military formation, and execute
drills about the court house. The
meeting over, many of them would
loiter about the streets, acting
boisterously; using abusive and
obscene language, discharging
firearms and making threats of
violence; taking particular care to
make themselves most offensive to
those they especially disliked. In

short, the “carpetbaggers” con-
trived every conceivable means
of intimidating the Southern
whites into submission.

ment was given these disrepu-
table bodies and their policies,

by

certain element of the whites;
who were beginning to organize
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themselves into “loyal” bands,
proclaiming the North; renounc-
ing and denouncing the Confed-
eracy and all it had stood and
fought for. Nicholas Davis pre-
sided at one of these “uncondi-
tional union mass-meetings,”
held at Moulton, in Lawrence
county. This meeting was very
thinly attended and represented
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no considerable portion of the
sentiment of North Alabama,
though eleven counties sent del-
egates. A little later such a meet-
ing was held at Huntsville, with
no better attendance.

Prior to the election of 1868,
the Ku-Klux, were not active, lo-
cally. Though from time to time
individual corrections were ad-
ministered by small bands of Ku-
Klux.

With the result of the election
of 1868, came a realization ofthe
enormity of the danger to the
white man and his social insti-
tutions, and the extent of his di-
lemma. After this election Hunts-
ville and surrounding country
had well organized Klans of Ku-
Klux.

The Ghouls, or privates ofthe
Klans in Madison coumtlyy, when
in active service, in addition to
the regulation disguise and
mask, wore red flannel trousers
with white stripes down the
sides, and around the waist a
brace of revolvers.

Prior to the election of 1868,
few deeds of violence were com-
mitted by the Klan; for, up to that
time, the superstitious and the

timid and credulous “carpetbag-
gers” were easily subdued and
held in check by mere threats of
violence or warnings from the
Klan. But, later when the detest-
able and more knowing “scala-
wag’ began to get in his work, the
warnings from the Klan were less
effective.

The credulity of the freedman
was not only taken advantage of
by the Southern whites, but by
the Northern whites, as well. His
ostensible new friend capitalized
his friendship to the detriment
and financial loss of the negro.
The fraudulent schemes devised
by sharpers from the North to
separate the negro from his
money, were novel, numerous
and varied. The most preten-
tious and lucrative of all these
frauds was the sale of four
painted sticks. The negro was
told by the faker from the North
that the land upon which these
sticks were set up, where so ever
it might be, became his, ipso
facto. A document purporting to
be a deed accompanied each set
of sticks.

After the spring of 1868, the
newspapers frequently carried

THE

Klan warnings and threats.
Printed warnings were posted in
prominent places. These public
documents dealt with conditions
and obnoxious persons, gener-
ally. Individuals, who by their
conduct and associations had
become undesirable and were
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deemed a menace to the peace
and welfare of the comummumiity,
received notices and warnings in
person, and some times by post-
ing on their premises in con-
spicuous places. These offenders
were given a limited and fixed
time to depart. Failing to take
heed, they were captured and
severely thrashed and ordered,
and in some instances, made to
leave. Be it said, however, it was
not often necessary to adminis-
ter a thrashing; for as a general
thing the first notice received by
an individual, signed “Ku-Klux-
Klan” was obeyed without undue
loss of time and without argu-
ment. These warnings were fre-
quently ludicrously misspelled
and always written in a disguised
hand.

The Klan at Huntsville, deem-
ing I. D. Sibley an undesirable
citizen, sent the following warn-
ing, written mostly in “plain En-
glish,” to him, which explains it-
self:

“Mr. Sibley, you had better
leave here. You are a thief and
you know it. If you do not leave
in ten days we will cut your
throat. We ain’t after the negroes;
but we intend for you damn car-
petbagger men to go back to your
homes. You are stealing every-
thing you can find. We mean what
we say. Mind your eye.”

The activities of the KuKlux
became more strenuous and
purposeful as the oppression of

the “carpetbag’ regime grew. Dur-
ing this time, additional troops
were sent to Huntsville to sup-
press the Ku-Klux, but to no
avail. Later, martial law was de-
clared over Madison coumtyy.
Even this did not seriously im-
pede the work of the Klan as a
social regulator. It had inaugu-
rated an “Invisible Erapire,”
which had grown in strength
until its decrees were far more
potent and its power more
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dreaded than that of the visible
commonwealth which it either
dominated or terrorized. It is
said, too, no doubt with truth,
that many of the federal soldiers,
stationed here, looked leniently
upon the activities of the Klan,
so evidently inaugurated in sheer
self-defense and decemcy, by an
oppressed and downtrodden
people.

The most famous parade and
“riot” of the Ku-Klux-Klan oc-
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curred at Huntsville just before
the presidential election of 1868.
A body of Ku-Klux 1,500 strong
rode into the city and paraded
the streets. Both men and horses
were disguised with masks and
sheets. All of their evolutions
were executed with the greatest
precision, skill and silence. The
freedmen were in a frenzy offear.
One of them fired a shot; imme-
diately a riot was on. The negroes
fired randomly and the un-
masked whites indiscrinmiinstielky.
The unmasked whites returned
the fire. The Ku-Klux fired not a
shot, but formed a line and
looked on silently. Several
negroes were wounded. Judge
Thurlow, a “scalawag’ of Lime-
stone county, was accidently shot
and killed by a stray bullet. The
whites who participated received
only slight wounds. The military
authorities arrested some of the
Ghouls, who were released later.
This was known throughout the
North as one ofthe greatest “out-
rages” committed by the Ku-
Klux.

This is only one of many simi-
lar “riots” enacted in the South,
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and accredited to the Ku-Klux-
Klan, as “outrages.”

By the year 1870, the mission
of the Klan had been accom-
plished in a large measure. So
nearly readjusted and normal
had conditions become, that the
need of’its protection practically
had ceased.

The war over, the Confeder-
ate soldier returned home to find
his labor system, the primary
leverage of rehabilitation, not de-
moralized but utterly destroyed.
Impoverished to the last degree,
broken in health, with head
bowed in unutterable dejection,
he looked out upon the vast sea
of his desolation. For a moment
he stood dazed; reeled, recov-
ered himself, girded up his loins,
put on the armor of peace, and
double-quicked into action, with
that indomitable determination
that had made of him such a for-
midable foe.

A splendid new empire was
built with marvelous rapidity out
of the hot ashes of the old, as a
harmonious part of the common
whole our reunited and beloved
nation. Happy and at peace with
itself and the world, this new
South has become strong and
trusted in the councils of the
natiomn.

Nothing contained in this vol-
ume must be taken as indicat-
ing the author’s approval of sla-

very. Far from it. He has spoken
of things as he found them,
where he found them and when
he found them. The South was
not the original importer of the
slave, but became a slave section
naturally and logicaily.

“The North thinks Recon-
struction was the salvation of the
South and is the cause of its
present progressiveness, but, in
destroying all that was old, Re-
construction probably removed
some abuses; but the credit can
not rightfully be claimed until it
can be shown that those results
were impossible under the re-
gime destroyed.”
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Ouﬂback Steakhouse

Bloomin Onion - an Outhack Ab-original from Russells' Marina Bay $5.99
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SE
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with Monterey Jack and Cheddar cheeses, bacon, chopped egg,
tomato and toasted almonds $9.49
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Victoria's ‘Center Cut’ Filet - a 9-0z. tenderloin is always perfect ~ $17.79

Outiback Rack - a 14-0z. rack of New Zealand lamb served with a Cabernet sauce.
Served as chops if requested!  $17.49

Prime Minister's Prime Rib - a tempting, I6-0z. cut, oven roasted slowly $17.99

Drover's Platter - Generous portion of ribs and chicken breast on the barbie

with Aussie chips and cinnamon apples  $15.49

Ribs on the Barbie - Moutih-watering baby back ribs, smoked and grilled, with
Aussie chips and cinnamon apples  §15.99

North Atlantic Salmon - Lightly seasoned and grilled, with fresh steamed veggies $14.99

Allice Springs Chicken - Grilled chicken breast and bacon smothered in mushrooms, melted Monterey
Jack and Cheddar cheeses, with honey mustard sauce. ~ $11.99

Walhalfa Pasta - Pasta tossed with fresh steamed veggies in an Alfredo sauce,
topped with parmesan ~ $10.29 (add chicken breast for $11.79)

Jackeroo Chops - Two 8-0z. center cut pork chops served with cinnamon apples and
roasted garlic mashed potatoes - a real favorite!  $13.79

4777 Whikesburg Dr. - (256) 882-6283
Hours off Operation - Mon.-Thuns 4:00 - 10:30 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 3:45 - 131:30 pm

On Father’s Day we're Open at 11:00 a.m.




page 30

Another First
for Huntsville

Among history’s “firsts” is the
unusual fact that Huntsville had
the first bathtub. This splendid
invention was the brainchild of
Thomas Martin of Fairfax, Vir-
ginia.

He had learned, in 1808, of a
new land opening up south of
Tennessee, a territory that was
said to be abundant with game
and fertile land upon which
crops of all varieties could flour-
ish.

Martin, his wife, Sarah, and
her parents left Virginia and soon
settled near the big spring in the
North Alabama territory that
John Hunt had founded in 1804.

Huntsville, as it would soon
be named, was a thriving com-
munity of 2,500 people.

Martin built a grand home for
his family on the northwest side
of Monte Sano and engaged in
dairy farming. It was reported
that he earned the considerable
sum of $2,000 a year in this busi-
ness. An enterprising young
man, he decided to pipe water

to his property.

Huntsville had become the
first city in the United States to
start a water works system and
Martin copied the technique of
hollowing out red cedar logs to
carry the water.

Running the pipe from the
Cold Spring to his milk house,
he carved a limestone tub, plac-
ing it in the milk house, prob-
ably because it was against the
law to bathe in the house. This
was most likely due to the fact
that open fires had to be used to
heat the water for the bath.

The tub was five feetlong, 19
inches wide and 12 inches deep,
with a hole carved in one end for
drainage. Itremained on Monte
Sano for close to 50 years, then
it was moved to a daughter’s
house on Holmes Avenue where
it lay neglected until it was un-
covered during excavation for
the downtown post office.

For many years it sat unno-
ticed in front of the Post Office
Cafe, where it finally became lost
forever, leaving only the footnote
that it was, as reported by a New
York newspaper in 1916, “the
first bathtub with running water
in the United States!”
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An Elephant on Clinton Ave.

On December 15, 1968,
North Alabama was riveted by
the news of a possible major ar-
cheological find in Huntsville.
William Thomas Young, a resi-
dent of 507 East Clinton Avenue,
was working on replacing a floor
in his home, and upon finding a
pile of loose bricks underneath,
decided to remove them. What
he discovered next would earn
his home a spot in Huntsville
trivia for all time to come.

A skeleton, the biggest that
anyone had ever seen, was un-
covered.

Immediately, speculation be-
gan about the bones. As the word
spread, gawkers began lining up
on the street trying to get a view.
Old history books, with pictures
of dinosaurs, were hastily re-
trieved from dusty attics and
neighbors began talking of the
huge creatures that once stalked
this region.

Unfortunately, the puzzle was
quickly solved and Huntsville
missed the opportunity of be-
coming the site for an ar-
cheological dig. Alocal historian
remembered hearing tales of an
elephant being buried some-
where on Clinton Avenue and by
putting two and two together,
solved the mystery

It seems as if a circus had
come to town in the fall of 1893
and erected its tents about a half-
mile outside of town in a loca-
tion now known as Five Points.
As the circus was packing up and

getting ready to leave town, one
of its elephants died. Circuses
and traveling carnivals were no-
torious for leaving sick and dead
animals behind, so when Sher-
iff Jere Murphee heard of the
dead elephant, he quickly in-
formed the circus that they could
not leave town until the carcass
was buried.

Mr. Bradshaw, the manager
of the circus, then hired a local
man by the name of Gentry to
bury the carcass for the sum of
ten dollars. Although some
people may think that ten dol-
lars was a large sum of money, it
was also a large elephant. Mr.
Gentry hitched his team of mules
to the carcass, the circus left
town, and everyone was happy.

In retrospect, it seems as if
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Mr. Gentry might have been a bit
on the lazy side, for instead of
digging a hole to bury the car-
cass, he took the easy way out.
In the 500 block of East Clinton,
there had at one time been an
old brickworks, and adjacent to
the works was a large hole from
where the clay for the bricks had
been dug. It was here that Gen-
try dumped the carcass, and fin-
ished filling in the hole with old
bricks and rubble.

And it was here, years later,
that homes were built, with Mr.
Young eventually buying the one

with the secret.
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Sews Erom The ‘Year

"News From Huntswlle and Around The World
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Mussollm

ecomes

Duce Of Italy

Rome - Benito Mussolini has
declared the Fascist Party the
Nationalist Fascist Party and
named himself its “Duce” or
leader. This Italian-based move-
ment began in 1919 as a reac-
tion to postwar revolutionary
movements. It was, and still is,
fiercely anti-Communist.

Mussolini rejected his social-
ist ties-he had been editor of the
Milan Socialist Party newspaper
Avanti prior to the war-to organ-
ize the Fasci di Combattimento
with Italian industrialists,
landowners and army officers
shortly after the war. The party
name is derived from the ancient
Roman symbol of power, the
Fasces.

The party has become known
in political circles as an expres-
sion of “radicalism of the right,”
a movement which glorifies the
state and subordinates individu-
als to state authority. Strict law

and order and preservation of a
rigid class structure are also
party principles. According to
observers in Italy, the goals of the
party include battling Socialists,
Communists, Catholics and Lib-
erals, ideologically and militarily
if necessary.

The party certainly identifies
with the military as its black-
shirted members use the ancient
Roman warrior salute and ad-
here to stern army-like disci-
pline.

Beer Goes the way
of Whiskey - OUT

Not only can you no longer
abuse it, but doctors can no
longer use it. Such is the impact
of the Willis-Campbell Act,
signed today by President
Harding.

Better known as the anti-beer
bill, the measure forbids doctors

INTIMATE

504 Jordan Ln. NW, Suite F
Preston Plaza
Corner of Jordan & Holmes
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539-9106
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from prescribing beer for medici-
nal purposes.

Actually, it is an official at-
tempt to siphon off the market
alleged medical cures being
bought and sold as substitutes
for alcoholic beverages, as very
few doctors are guilty of pre-
scribing liquor for people who
don't absolutely need it.

The legislation also states
that Prohibition officers may not
search private dwellings without
a warrant, but in other places
they may act upon a reasonable
suspicion.

Meanwhile, the National
Brewer's Asso. has declared that
it will test the constitutionality of
the new act.

A court case is expected
soon.

RON COOPER

256-534-2337

Decorating - Paint Finishes
Weddings - Special Events




Police call a halt
to Rising Skirts

The chief of police in
Sunbury, PA. has issued an edict
requiring women to wear skirts
at least four inches below the
knee. The chief was driven to
this decision following a dozen
complaints from town residents.
They expressed dismay over the
sight of two women traversing
the streets who had the lace on
their skirts too distant from their
ankles. The chiefhad sent some
policemen in search of the of-
fenders, but they returned
empty-handed.

Harding installed
as 29th President

Promising no foreign en-
tanglements, Warren G. Harding
of Ohio was sworn in today as
the nation's 29th President. The
simple ceremomy, held on the
east front of the Capitol, came
on a bright sunny day. Accom-
panying the new president to the
Capitol was his Democratic pre-
decessor, Woodrow Wilson.
Hours later, in a surprise move,
the new Republican president or-
dered that the White House gates
be opened to the public for the
first time since the United States
entered the war in Europe nearly

four years ago. In his campaign,
Harding had promised a return

to "normalcy.”

America’s Unknown
Soldier Comes Home

Washington - America’s own
hero, the unknown soldier, lies
in state in the vast rotunda of the
nation’s Capitol, three years af-
ter the end of the war with vast
crowds of silent mourners lining
up to pay respects.

For days now, they have
come, the old and the young, the
Negroes and the whites, even
those who are badly crippled, to
pay homage to the man, or per-
haps he was little more than a
boy, who died in France. The
simple black coffin bearing his
remains rests on the spot where
only the nation’s assassinated
presidents, Lincoln, Garfield and
McKimnley, have slept in death.

As a cannon boomed down
river, the body arrived at the
Washington Navy Yard earlier
this week aboard the great, gray
cruiser Olympia and was taken
to the Capitol.

Since then, humdreds of
thousands of Americans and for-
eign diplomats have filed by the
flag-draped coffin.

Among the wreaths are one
sent by King George of England,
bearing the words: “An un-
known, and yet well known; as
dying, and, behold, we live.”

Dehaan Gates
Owner / Manager

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and

Gikes Auto Repair Co., Ine,

page 33

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
Refereices

We Specialize in Historic Hommes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden

people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable
service. Over a half century later - they still do.

60 Years At Same Location/

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801




Huntsville
Sidewalk
News from
1885

- New Colored Church - The
colored Cumberland Church laid
the corner stone of their new
church building on church Street
Saturday evening, with interest-
ing and appropriate ceremornies
under the auspices of the
Evening Star Lodge No. 6 A. E &
A M.

- Judge Thomas C. Barclay
is rapidly improving on the airy
and healthful altitudes of Monte
Sano.

- We are glad to see Mr. C. H.
Halsey, the popular proprietor of
the Huntsville Hotel, out again,
after several days of illness dur-
ing the past week.

- Catch the thief - Stolen last
Thursday night from Thomas
Gore near Huntland, Franklin
county, Tenn, a black horse
mule. A reward of ten dollars
will be paid for the return of said
mule and ten dollars for the ap-
prehension of the thief. The
lucky man can address the Mer-
eury or Thomas Gore, Huntland,
Tenn.

- Dr. J. J. Dement has added
another to the list of his build-
ing enterprises which have con-
tributed so much to local prop-
erty, by contracting for the erec-
tion at an early date of a hand-
some brick store, 86 x 100 feet,
on the present site of Wright’s
Boarding House, between the
Dement Block and the store of
J. R. Kiess. The store has al-
ready been engaged and will be
filled by parties from abroad,
with a stock of machinery and
agricultural implements.

- Matilda Cox, a colored
woman, was arrested Thursday
on a warrant from Judge
Richardson for larcemy. It is
charged that she received
clothes to wash, and sold in-
stead of returning them.

- A party of young ladies and
gentlemen left the city yesterday
morning in vehicles for the
Mountain. Among them were
Misses Shelby White, Corinine
Goodman, Mary Newman, Nona
Winter and Lula Goodman;
Messrs. R. J. Lowe, J. I. Darwin,
A. F. Murray, Dr. Allen Green
and Prof. C. C. Thatch. They
spent a most enjoyable time up
on the Mountain.

- The new residence of Mrs.
Van Valkenburg, which is in rapid
process of erection on Franklin
Street, is unique in the beauty of
its architectural desigm, and
promises, when completed, to be
one of the handsemest in the city.

- Ifany one thinks that Hunts-
ville is not assuming the airs of a
metropolitan city, let them look
into our market any morning be-
tween 4 and 5 o’clock, when he
sees the bulk of business trans-
acted in meat, vegetables and he
will alter his opinion somewhat.

- Quite a number of country
folks were in town yesterdiay. The
pleased expression on each face
suggested bountiful crops this

— Bennett Nurseries
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Quality First
Quality oflife and service go hand in hand. We are
dedicated to achieving the highest possible quality of
care for our Residents.
Committed to Compassion .. Striving for Excellence {
.. Serving Responsibly

Comfort, Safety, Security
Our resident rooms are designed for comfort and safety with nurse call system within reach. Personal
touches and furnishings are encouraged to complete that homelike environment.
E3... Our Commitment to Excellence.
Our E3 program allows our residents and families to identify individuals who are observed to be
performing a "Moment of Excellence”. These moments are posted. \We encourage our residents & families
to help us recognize our employees in their continuous pursult of excellence. We believe E3 makes a
distinctive caring difference for you and our staff. (Look for our F-3 Posters.)
Accommeodations - Semi-Private & Private Rooms:
One (1) Bedroom Apartments, Two (2) Bedroom Apartments, Resplte Care (Short Term)
Skilled Nursing Home - Private and Semi-private rooms; Assisted Living accommodations
Apartment Features:
Kitchenettes in every apartment, Refrigerator,Wall to wall carpet. Spacious closets, 24 hour emer-
gency call system in bedroom and bath, Private bath with walk-in shower, safety bars and seat.
Special Features:
* 24 Hour Personal Care Assistance. * Licensed Nurses for Medication Administration. * Three tasty
meals Dally. * Housekeeping and Linen Service. * All utilities paid (except private phone) including
basic cable. * Life enrichment Programs, Activities and Social outings. * Scheduled Transportation. *
Beauty and Barber Shop.

Physical Therapy - Occupational Therapy
Speech-Language Pathology

Our professionally trained staff will evaluate and deviope a Comprehen-
sive Rehabllitation Program with your needs in mind.

Call (256) 837-8585 and let us show you how
Quality of Life goes together with our
Comprehensive Long Term Care Rehabiltation

Progjiam.

...one step at a time Medicare Certified - Medicald Certified
Private Insurance Accepted

Making Seniors well
again...
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The Span
Of A Century

by Amnetta Miartinson

In 1890 in the aftermath of
the Civil War, the Yankees re-
turned to Madison Coumiy, not
with bullets and bayonets, but
with dollars. They built cotton
mills, the first was Dallas Mill
incorporated February 26, 1891.
That same year my father, Claude
E. Barnes, was born in
Smithville, Tennessee.

The red brick building stood
5 stories high and floor space es-
timated at 300,000 sq. ft. em-
ploying 500 people. By 1900, the
capacity had already doubled,
using about 20,000 bales of cot-
ton annuaily.

By 1916, there were 120
houses. Eventually the village
consisted of 380 houses, with the

Rison School being built in 1921.

The Barnes family moved to
Huntsville in 1900 and lived on
the Harrison Farm on Blue
Springs Road. My grandfather,
Larkin Hartwell Barnes, worked
for Harrison Brothers Hardware
that is still operating on the
square.

Later my grandfather was
recruited to bring families from
Tennessee to come work at Dal-
las Mill. My grandfather was paid
for each person that was able to
work. The larger the family the
more money he received. Some
people started working as early
as 12 years old. After working at
this for a while, my grandfather
bought some land on Halsey Av-
enue and built a two story house.
He raised a huge garden, had
cows, pigs, and chickens. My
grandparents lived there until
November of 1941 when grand-
father died and grandmether,
Harriett Luna Barnes, died in

Home owned & Home
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January of 1942. My cousin’s
son, Larry Pridmore, lives in the
house now, but he has changed
it so it does not look the same.
How many memories are con-
nected to that house!

In 1914, my parents had
built a house on Stevens Avenue.
There was one house between
the house on Stevens and the
house on Halsey. A family named
McKenzie lived there. Before the
due date for my arrival, my
grandfather drove a horse and
buggy to Stevens Avenue and
said “Mama says you will have
your baby at our house as all our
daughters do”. My mother,
Myrtle Fears Barnes, had wanted
to stay at home. But this was a
command. So I was born at the
house on Halsey.

In 1918, at the end of World
War I, my father worked as a
barber. He had a shop on the
Fifth Street which is now Andrew
Jackson Way. As a youth he had
hurt his leg in an accident and
was forced to use crutches until
he was 20 or 21.

The doctor wanted to take his
leg off but my grandfather said
“the Lord gave me one son and
he may take him, but he will have
both legs”. My grandfather began
to use old remedies and slowly
my father's leg healed.

During the flu epidemic dur-
ing the first war entire house-
holds were sick with many dy-
ing. Some groups got together
and prepared huge cauldrons of
soup for the stricken families

2 - 800 acres
Free Market Analysis
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who could not take care of them-
selves.

Then men with cars would
visit the homes where there was
sickness, knock on the doors
and leave the soup. Everyone
was afraid of getting the flu. My
mother said Daddy would come
home, after work and delivering
soup, saying he was coming
down with the flu. He would eat
something and drink hot tea or
coffee with honey or something,
He would get up next morning
feeling better and do the same
routine over again.

Many people in Huntsville
died from the flu epidemic. The
families then would burn the
mattress and bed linens. It was
a scary time.

March 1918, my sister was
born and a little later my father
bought a small store at the cor-
ner of Fifth Street and Halsey
Avenue. It had living quarters
connected to it facing Fifth
Street. It was a fun time for us
because Grandpa and Grandma
lived at the end of the block.

As I said before, grandfather
raised hogs. Every November
14t%, he killed hogs. It might be
warm, but he looked to old signs
and as soon as the meat, sausage
and hams were ready to store,
there would be a freeze and he
said he never lost any meat. The
day of the “hog killing” big pots
of boiling water were used and
many local people would come
to help. My grandfather made
sure the helper and neighbor got

Holmes Sockwell

James C. Vaughn CPM®

South Realty Inc.

3313 S. Memorial Parkway
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their share and the rest was put
in a smoke house.

In his house he had a pump
to a well that supplied their wa-
ter. We had outhouses as toilets.
At one time none of the mill
houses had water or sewers. I
don’t know when lines were run
but private homes did not get
water or sewers for a long time.

There was a black man with
some kind of tank on a wagon
pulled by a mule who went down
the alleys and took the buckets
from the outhouses and emptied
into that tank. His wagon was
known as the “Ice Cream Wagon”.
Maybe that’s why I don’t like ice
cream.

Sometime in the early 30’s a
man from Lincoln Mill Village
was driving a car along Fifth
Street in front of Mullins Cafe.
The man had a little too much
to drink and hit the "Ice Cream
Wagon®, spilling contents every
where and killing the mules. It
took days to clean up the stink-
ing mess.

In 1922, we moved from near
the store to McCullough Avenue.
Our new home had indoor
plumbing with septic tanks. We
felt very well off.

Churches, YMCA” and
Schools were the center of enter-
tainment. The YMCA had basket-
ball courts, bowling alleys and
billiard tables. A section was set
aside for the ladies groups and
eommunity clubs. They had
demonstrations of crafts, sewing
and cooking. There were bible
classes, music groups, and bas-
ketball for the boys and girls.

Each Saturday the YMCA had
movies. Admission was 104.
They had serials and regular
shows. We could not wait on the
next Saturday for another install-
ment.

I remember when I was about
six years old a lady lived near us,
at tlie last block near the Mill,
whose husband was director of
the YMCA. They were not regu-

lar customers of my father's but
one day she called my father’s
store and asked ifhe could send
her a loaf of bread. It was before
days of sliced bread. When
Daddy asked me if I could walk
down and deliver it I was happy
to do so. My weakness was and
is yeast bread and after a few
steps I began to smell that bread.
I was tempted, but walked on.
Before I got to the end of'the first
block, I had pulled the wrapper
just a tiny bit, pulled a bit of
bread, and ate it. It was so good.
Then I pulled another piece.

I don’t knew how much I ate,
butIleft it with the lady and went
back to the store. Before I got
back to the store, the lady had
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called and said “rats had been
into that bread” I never was
asked to take bread any where
else. Some of her children are
still around and we have had a
good laugh about it.

The village had a kindergar-
ten, Miss Lillian Wheelis was
principal. There was a building
with the first floor for classes and
play and the second floor for fra-
ternal Hall meetings. There was
a clinic and homes for the
nurses. Several of the nurses, I
remember, were from Canada.

The work day was long. The
mill’s whistle sounded early and
people had to be at work at 5:45
am. to 6:15 p.m. for a total of
12 1/2 hours. Most of the work-
ers went home for lunch. The
take home pay was $14.00 per
week.

The mill owned the houses
and rent was one dollar for each
room. Most houses had one or
two bedrooms with an outhouse
out back next to the alley. Toilet
paper sheets were delivered to
the outhouses. One side was for
coal and the other side was the
toilet. There was a hydrant at
each block.

In 1910 police protection was
extended to the village. Dallas
Village had a constable and a
justice of peace. The court was
held at a barber shop. Reminds

you of Maybery.

The mill strike, in mid July
1934, was a dangerous time.
Brother against brother, neigh-
bor against neighbor. Some
people moved off to other places
to get away from the trouble.
When a compromise was
reached in 1934, the Union took
over and conditions in the mills
were better. But rents were
higher, utility bills had to be paid
and repairs had to be made. Be-
fore, all repairs, painting and
garbage pick-up was taken care
of by the mill.

In the 1920 and 30’s the post-
man for the village was Mr. Will
Darwin, he lived on Holmes Av-
enue and drove a buggy pulled
by a horse. He delivered the mail
twice a day, morning and after-
noon Mr. Will knew all the fami-
lies and all the children.

When doctors made house
calls they would often leave pre-
scriptions, The family would give
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the prescription to the postman
who would take it to the drug
store down town and bring it
back on his next round.

All births were at homes.
Neighbors and family looked af-
ter each other. I remember a lady
in labor across from my grand-
parents giving birth. I think I was
about 10 years old. She
sereamed so loud and for so long
I was scared to death. Her
mother made lye soap from ba-
con grease saved by other people.
That soap was really strong, but
it got clothes clean.

In 1950, the government had
started transferring German
rocket scientists to Redstone Ar-
senal. A few companies started
opening offices in Huntsville to
take advantage of government
contracts that were being
awarded for research and devel-
opment. While this created new
jobs, the majority went to people
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who had been transferred here.
A few natives were lucky
enough to secure “good paying’
jobs on the Arsenal.

Huntsville continued its slow
growth up until the late fifties,
when the Soviet Union launched
the first satellite into space.
World attention was focused on
Huntsville, as the rest of the
world held their breath to see
what we would do. The sleepy
cotton town would never be the
same.

On the night of January 31,
1959, a Jupiter 6 Rocket was
launched at Cape Canaveral car-
rying an 18 pound satellite. The
people of Huntsville and Madi-
son County anxiously stood by
their radios as word was relayed
from Mission Control. Finally
late at night, the word was re-
ceived. “The satellite is up”. In-
stant bedlam broke out down
town. Folks from all over rushed
into town around the court-
house. Car horns blowing and
fire crackers set off.

The news went over seas and
the next day the London News
carried a picture of Mayor Spec
Searcy setting off fireworks.

Certified Amgus
Fresh Seaflood

Extensive Wime List
Banquet Facilities Availabie
Reservations Please
Open
Tuesday - Saturday
Bar: 4pm - Ilpm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

The Huntsville Times staff
was called back and the pub-
lisher J M. Langhorne ordered
an “Extra”. Everyone filled in and
helped out. Barely two hours af-
ter the news, the first “extra”
rolled off the presses.

Within days, Huntsville be-
came the focal point for the US
Space Program. High tech busi-
ness began pouring into towm.
Men, who had made a living pick-
ing cotton the year before, sud-
denly found themselves helping
build rocket components. Sulb-
divisions sprung up like weeds.
Every available building was fill-
ing up. For good or bad the ex-
plosion was on its way.

On August 6, 1961 at exactly
1:20 p.m. a radio station disc
jockey, in Birmingham, inter-
rupted his programming to
broadcast news of an earth-
quake. The amount of damages
was not known yet, but there
were reports of windows rattling
and dishes being knocked off the
shelves all across North Ala-
bama. Within minutes other sta-
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tions took up the news and civil
defense sirens began blaring
across North Alabama.

A newspaper reporter was on
his way to Birmingham when he
heard the news. He stopped at
the next phone and called the
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radio station that first broadcast
the news. The announcer re-
peated the information. Playing
a hunch the reporter called
Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville. “Yes”, said the space
flight official, “There was a test
firing of the Saturn rocket today."

The deafening noise and vi-
brations were so great it tore
some of the moldings at my
house away from ceilings.

We have come a long way, cov-
ered wagons, air travel, man on
moon. Where do we go from
here?

The one time your
windshield wiper will work
properly is when it's
holding a parking ticket.

Mayor Gives Orders:
No More Cows To Run
Loose In Huntsville

from 1909 newspaper

Since Mayor Smith gave in-
structions for the strict enforce-
ment of the ordinance there have
been about fifteen or more cows
belonging to residents of Dallas
taken up. Several of the owners
have been placed under arrest
when they appeared to pay the
fine for impounding and they
have been fined in the city court.

The residents of the village
allow their cows to graze on the
common and they claim that the
animals ought not to be taken up
because of this.

Take a quantity of Irish po-
tatoes, wash them until they are
thoroughly clean, put them in a
large vessel and boil them until
done. Now drain off carefully the
water you cooked them in, then
strain if necessary to remove ev-
ery particle of potato.

Put this water in your favor-
ite jug or keg, and place it near
the stove or some place that it
will be kept warm. Add one
pound of sugar to about two and
a hallf pounds of water, some hop
yeast, or a small portion of whis-
key.

Prepare it this way, and let-
ting it stand for about three or
four weeks, you will have most
excellent vinegar. Indeed, it is the
only vinegar that will preserve
cucumbers cut fresh from the
vines, without the aid of salt.
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C1V11 War
Love
Letters

The following letters were
submitted by Charles Gordon
Yeager.

Hdqrs. Burtwells Cav. Regt.
Tuscumbia, Ala.
Now. 20th 1864

Miss Josephine Allen

Dear Friend

Pardon me for presuming to
write you without your consent.
Since I first met you, at your
aunts about 18 months ago, I
have formed an attachment for
you which death alone can oblit-
erate. Yes, Miss Josie, I love you
ardently, devotedly, and if your
heart and hand are not already
anothers, you can make me the
happiest of mortals by bestow-
ing them on me. Miss Josie, if
you have any regard for the feel-
ings of a lover, one who would
bare his bosom to every danger,
undergo every hardship aye; for-
sake every one and everything for
your happiness, [ beseech you
that you look not coldly upon my
suit. Miss Josephine [ have spo-
ken plainly and hope to receive
a candid answer, for by your re-
ply I shall know whether I am to
hope or despair.

Hoping soon to receive a fa-
vorable reply, I remain

Your True Friend and Ad-
mirer,

Jas. E. Wilson

Act. Adjt. Burtwells Caw. Regt.
Roddeys Command

Newburgh, Ala.

Dec. 29th 1864

Adjt. Wilson.

Your letter of the 20th Now.
has been received and its con-

tents carefully noted. Allow me
to say you have taken me by sur-
prise since you say that eighteen
months have elapsed since you
formed an attachment for me
which time can never efface.

You have made a declaration
of love in a very beautiful style,
it can but be admired. You say
you love me and that you would
be happy if you could know that
your love was reciprocated. In
reply permit me to say that it is
still my prerogative to bestow my
hand and heart on whom I will.
Adjt. Wilson you have spoken
plaimlyy. I wish to speak candidly
but not conclusively. [ will eon-
sider your proposition..

Respectifiullly,

Josephine E. Allen

Toy Store

Specializing in the service
& restoration of fine
British automobiles.

JAGUAR

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama
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256-533-7025 wwwillsinc.com

"We Light thq Stars)
We've Moved!

Our new location:
1221 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35801

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Ina

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
Business 256/883-6600

Fax 256/883-6650

stevecappaert@ knology.net

Steve Cappaert
Broker- Associate
651-7517 Mobile

420 Lowell Dr. Suite 500
Huntsville, Al 35801
Office (256)265-7480

Ron €. Johnson, M.D., FA.CS.
Tracy A. Lowery, M.D., FA.C.S.
Fred S. Stucky, I, M.D., FA.C.S.

are pleased to announce the opening of

Vascular Consultants, P.C.

Dedicated to delivering comprehensive patient care throughout
North Alabama and the Tennessee Valley

Toll Free 1-836&-ETDITWC (8882)
New Patients Welcome

Practice Limited to Vasoullar Surgery - Most insurance plans accepted
including Medicare, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, & Medicaid.

Fax (256) 265-7481
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Heme
Advice
From 1885

- When there is no funnel to
fill a bottle, use half an egg shell
with a hole in one end; place on
bottle and use as funnel.

- To whiten your clothes, add
to a boiler of cold water 2 table-
spoons of turpentine, 2 of kero-
sene and a bar of laundry soap
shaved. Put in clothes, let come
to a boil. Rinse well and clothes
will be very white.

- When setting your table, the
dishes and silver should be
placed in such a manner that no
part of the table seems over-
crowded.

- There are three heats
needed for the everyday cooking
- quick, medium and slow. The
first heat, ifregistered, would be
550 degrees E; the second 350
to 400 degrees; the slow, 250 to
275 degrees. The greater part of
the cooking is done with the me-
dium heat.

- A brush that is better than
one you can buy is made of flan-
nel, folded several times and fit-
ted into a clothes pin. Trim, al-

Sled Shester

Antique Mall

* 10,000 Sq. Ft. of
Antigues & Collectibles”,

* Furniture, Jewelry
Art Work, Gllassware
Lamps, Clocks &
Much, Much More!

2 1/2 miles South Jp
of Haysland Square

lowing 1/2 inch on all sides.

- After washing lettuce, tie in
napkin or cheesecloth and place
on ice. It will drip and crisp.

- To remove mildew from
clothing, soak in buttermilk and
spread out in the sun.

- To clean finger tips and
nails, dig them into a grape fruit
hull left from the table. Lemon
hull will answer the same pur-
pose.

- To clean stained fingers,
make a paste of oatmeal and
water, place under nails, after
five minutes wash out.

- Powdered borax dampened
and pressed under the finger
nails, allowed to remain for a
short time will bleach nails

- To clean a felt hat, use 4
cups of corn meal, 1 cup salt, 1
cup flour. Mix all together, rub
on hat, let stand over night,
brush off next day.
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Serving Huntsville's Social &
Corporate Caterimg Needs Ror
Over jo Years

Weddings I

Banquets ~ ~ ———
Office Platters

Luncheons

Codktail Parties

Holiday Dinners
Corporate Meetings

Jirom Simple 70 Flegant, Let Uss
Miatbe Your Evemt Unfbrgettatie” C.

Home uddies

Reasons For Using Home Buddies

and references.
personal and household needs.

cable reputation.

from you.

and less stress.

We are "the Caring Connection.”

choice, turn to us.

(256) 882-1299

Call Mary Alice Cannon, Owner

* We celebrate 18 years of caring, compassionate, loving concern
for your quality of life, independence and empowerment.

* You will experience less concern and worry about your loved one
because we require an extensive background checks with application

¥ Your Home Buddy will listen and respond quickly to your medical,
* You will bensfit from years of experlence, wisdom, and our impec-

* Your costs are lower because our overhead is lower.
* Your "buddy" is licensed and bonded and will take her "orders”

* We file long term care insurance, have very little turnover in
caregivers, and provide substitutes in emergencies.

* The best and most capable, dependable, and trust worthy girls
want to be "buddies." They make more money. You receive greater value

* Well see to it that your Buddy is a good feel and good fit for you.

* We're proud of what we're good at - Let us
get to know you. For the first choice and best

Permanent Nanny Placement For Children
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When Mom read Mr. Walker’s

obituary she asked me to write

Fr@m The this story about a kind friend for
. whom we will forever be grate-

Kimndiness Of

His Heart Testing The Law

from 1885 newspaper
by Melba M. Hunt pap

My story begins in 1935 dur- ﬁneNill:) et O;\fMI:OJ‘S R‘%'S:Zg?ﬂh s:
ing the depression and seven  nog
years before my birth. Coy Will- pounded this week under the
iam Michael, my dad, worked at vagrant hog law. Mri Ste.gill
the Margaret Yarn Mill in the sﬁates that on Sa ay night
shipping department. The mill his hogs were closely put up
shut down for a while and with | 1% his lot, and Sunday morn-
no income and a new baby, Will- ing had escaped through the

. . al of a plank which had
iam Howard Michael, the family remov
finally ran out of food. been rooted off by the hogs

In desperation, Coy went to themselves. He claims that the

. Ordinance doesn't apply
the A & P grocery store (a chain
store that was not supposed to \grhere thg owner ﬁlthe hog:
extend credit) and told Mr. ﬂ: es IEOt 1ntentt110n y pcelrl?l
James “Tokey” Walker of his di- em to gutr}; ah argg an 3 as
lemma and asked ifhe could get | ' qulgsaey Fi € f Ogtsh rom Jus-
a few groceries for his wife and tice R. W. Figg for the purpose

new baby. Mr. Walker told him of testing the question.

Health and Nutrition
Products for All Your
Wellness Needs

Bulk Herbs
Mineral Supplements
Children's Vitamins
Weight Loss Products
Organie Products
Aromatherapy
Books
Reflexology

Computer database of Health Solutions
and Aids is Available in Our Store for
Your

Personal Research and Use.
Every First Tue. of the Month

20% off

2101 Triana Blvd.
Huntsville, Al
(256)533-7569

http:/iwww.potogoldshop.com./

to get a buggy and fill it up.
Two weeks later the Mill re-

opened and when Coy got his

first paycheck, he went back to WI
pay for the groceries he had %Q ’
charged at the A & P store. Mr.

money and told him to use the

Walker accepted only half of the A]mﬂj‘lqlues ® H ome AC@@MTS (I

rest of it for whatever the mother 2336-A Whitesburg Drive ¢Huntsville, AL 35801

and new baby would need.

As this story was related to
me by my mother, she also said
Mr. Walker took the money out
of his pocket to pay for those Jeanie Zorn
groceries in advance.

256-539-0202«

Sizzlimg Fajitas Are Our Specialty”

&E @Al You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM
Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM te 2PM
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Pays A Week

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
—_— BANQUET FACILITEES

2008 MEMORIAL PKWY sW
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Tips

from Liz

- Emptied fruit, such as or-
anges or cantaloupes, refilled
with vanilla ice cream with rasp-
berries or strawberries make
dainty little bowls. Cover with
pink whipped cream and garnish
with red cherries and serve at
your summer afternoon tea.

- When you rub lotion on your
face, be sure and get your neck
area too as it need moisturizing
as much as your face.

- Having trouble sleeping?
Often times, just an extra pillow
will help.

- Dip asparagus into egg bat-
ter roll in fresh bread crumbs or
cracker meal and fry to a golden
brown in butter. A very select
vegetable with a juicy steak.

- Two cups of flour, two tea-
spoons of baking powder, a pinch
of salt, cold water to make a stiff
batter. Drop by teaspoonfuls in
meat broth for drop dumplings
that never fail.

- Give your colicky infant
mild ginger tea. It’s wonderful

"You'll never forget
your beloved friend."

Full Services Offered:

Burial
Cremation
Monuments
Caskets

7648 Wall Triana Hwy.
72 West to Wall Triana, right for
4.2 miles
Cali for more information:
859-&/BU*53P-7212

for digestion and gas.

- For fever, eat grapes
throughout the day. Also dilute
pure grape juice and sip.

- For sinus headaches, sniff
a little horseradish juice - the
stronger the better. Remember
to do it slowdy.

- To ease the discomfort of a
bad hangover, rub % lemon un-
der each armpit. This may ease
the feeling somewhat.

- For Asthma, eat 3-6 apri-
cots a day. They help heal lung/
bronchial conditions.

- For regularity, drink the
juice of one lemon mixed in one
cup of warm water, when you
wake up every morning. A bit of
honey maybe added to sweeten.
You’'ll be amazed at the results.

- A lady who had ringing in
her ears tried dropping 2 drops
of onion juice into her ears 3
times a week and it stopped.

- Garlic is wonderful for your
heart - take 2 capsules a day to
protect and strengthen the heart
and help thin your blood. Also,
use garlic in cooking and raw in
salads - the cloves get really mild
and sweet when baked or
roasted.

- For indigestion, scrub an
orange and eat some of the peel
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5 minutes after a meal. Also,
cayenne pepper sprinkled on
food or soup will help with indi-
gestion.

- 1 quart of celery juice per
day is said to provide a notice-
able improvement in shingles.

o
|

Handmade designer
chocolates for
special occaslons, r

Where
Every Piece
Is A Custom
Creation!

Karen Archambault, owner
M -F 9:30 - 5:30 Sat. 10:00 - 5:00
8415-G Whitesburg Drive

(256) 882-3373

Alpha Estate s s assraisas

One of Huntsville's oldest personal property liquidation services for

* Cell 603-0682

Antiques, Fine Art, Furnishings and Collectibles.

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Execellence to each ofour
customers

Bob Baker, HS.CA.,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Mamager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.con


http://www.alphaestatesales.con

Coupse Winks Al Undertaker

In Birmingham a local under-
taker received a telephone call,
telling of the death of an old
woman. On entering the door of
the room the undertaker’s assis-
tant went first, but he remained
only a very short time, for the
“corpse’s” eye winked at him.
There was an open door near,
and he didn’t stop to tell his
employer of his astounding dis-
covery, but took advantage of the
opportunity for getting out of the
room.

But the undertaker made the
same discovery himself, and in-
stead of bolting, he made a hasty
examination and found the
woman indeed alive.

Then he decided that the
woman’s condition was eritical,

believing that she was in the last
throes of death, and he decided
to sit down and wait.

He waited about two hours
and on discovering that the
woman was breathing stronger
he made another exam and
found that her strength was rap-
idly returning. She was not even
dangerously ill. He has since
learned that she has been guiity
of “dying” a number of times be-
fore in order to get sympathy
from her family.

From 1908 newspaper

The easlest way to find
something lost around the
house is to buy a replacement.

= Steve Cappaert

F WKite's
Refrigeration
Service

Family Duwned & Qperated
Since 1956

Air Condition & Heating
Sales, Service & installation
Free Bquipment Estimates
State Liwensed & Imsured
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Join a fun and exciting group
adults (age 50+) who love to travel.

Call 880-4131
for more information

Complete itineraries available.

Holland, MI/MEckinac Island May 8-15
Canadian Rockies* May 16-26

Hot Springs, Arkansas jusne 16-18

Alaska Cruise & Tour* Aug. 23-Sept. 4

Myrtle Beach Sept. 15-19

Mayberry Days in North Carolina  Sept. 24-28
England, Scotland, & Wales* o0Oct. 10-24
Senior Friends Carribean Cruise* Nov. 3-10
Christmas in New York Dec. i-4

Greenbrier Resort Dec. 8-11

*Indicates air travel fiom Huntsville.
Motorcoach travel on all other trips.

Senior Friends
Crestwood Medical Center
www.crestwoodmedcenter.com

e s e s e T T
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Letters From
A Yankee
Soldier

Huntsville, Alabama January
4th 1864

Dear Sister,

I rec’d your letter of the 21st
with your likeness this evening
and take this opportunity to an-
swer it. Those gloves mother sent
to me have not come yet. I got
the letter she sent the same time
new year's eve. | am afraid they
are lost some where on the road
for one of our boys got a pair the
night I got the letter and he gota
letter that was sent the same day
the gloves were sent, but I will
not give them up as lost yet
awhile for I have had papers
some three weeks behind the let-
ters that was sent with them.

There is a great excitement
here about enlisting in the vet-
eran service. We have had orders
read to us every evening on dress
parade about the bounty pay and
the furloughs that are to be
granted to veterans. There are
five or six companies that have
nearly all gone into the veteran
service. There is but two or three
of our Co. going into it. I would
not enlist again for three years
for all the money I could carry. |
think three years of a man’s life
is enough to give his country. If
it is not, at least it is all I ean
afford to give for it is actually
throwing away so much of his
life. There is a great many of the
boys that are enlisting for the
sake of the furlough, butIdo not
want a furlough of thirty days.
Bad enough to enlist for two
years longer.

One year longer and I shall
get a furlough for life to go where
and when I please and will not
be obliged to live on hard crack-

ers and stinking beans. I hope,
Carrie, you will keep in good
spirits till that time comes.

I have no more to write now
and it is almost time for letters
to be out. Besides that I have got
to go on guard tomorrow/, so [ will
bid you good night with the re-
quest that you will answer this
as soon as possible.

from your Brother, Robert
Richards

Huntsville Ala Jan. 20th/64

Dear Sister,

I rec’d your letter of the 10th
of Jan. night before last, together
with four newspapers. [ ree’d
somebodys likeness and can
guess who the original is, not
because the likeness looks any
like her, but by what you said
about it in your letter. I am going
to write to Charley and I guess I
will send it to him.

I rec’d the stamps you sent

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can

Trust"

*¥¥ Model Train Displays

Roundhouse Rail Show 2003
Miodel Train Show

Sat. & Sun July 12-13
9 am - 4 pm Saturdiay, 10 am - 3 pm Sunday

Huntsville Depot Roundhouse

Huntsville Depot Museum
320 Church St., Huntsville, Al 35801

*** Model Train Dealers from across the Southeast

**#*¢ Learn about the "Wamlld's Greatest Hobby" - Model Railroadiing!

Train Show Adimission - Adults - $5
12 & Under free with adult

For more information call (256) 536-3303
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to me and they came just in time
too for I was just out of stamps.
I see by the papers that you
are having some pretty cold
weather up in Wisconsin. The
coldest day we had here was new
years day. I was on guard that
day and I thought should freeze.
Every one thought the mercury
was 10 or 15 degrees below zero,
but instead of that, it was 17
degrees above. What ever it was,
it about seem to me I never suf-
fered more with the cold up
north. I suppose the reason 1s
that our blood is in a different
state here in this warm climate
than it is up north. And another
reason why we felt the cold so
much was the sudden change.
The day before new years the
mercury was up to 70, which I
suppose is warmer than you
have seen in some time.
Yesterday morning we got up
and found the ground covered
with snow to the depth of half
an inch, which is the deepest
snow we have had this winter
and that all disappeared before
night. The weather has not been

very cold for the past few days,
but the weather is so changeable
that you can make no calcula-
tions on it. One day it will be
froze up tight as a drum and the
next to warm to wear a coat. I
have tried to draw an overcoat
but have not succeeded yet, and
if I dont get it pretty soon I will
not get any at all for if cant send
the coat home, I shall have to
throw it away if we have any
marching to do. I wish you eould
take a walk through the town and
see some of the gardens and
walks in front of some of the
dwellings in this place. You never
read a description of any such

things that can beat these gar-
dens here. I dont know the
names of the trees and shrub-
bery. They are enclosed with a
handsome iron fence, inside is a
hedge as high as the fence. It is
trimmed so that it looks like a
green wall about two feet thick.
The houses are not as good as
they are up north. There is quite
a number of citizens here, more
than [ have seen in any other
town in the south. There are ex
slaves here without number and
they have a dance about every
night. The other night I was on
guard and we went to a dance to
get some boys that were there.

Sims Driving School

Over 32 years experience. Certified by State Board of Education
Insuamnce reduction approved

Senior Refresher Courses Available

The Perfect Gift For Grandchildren!
Owned & Operated by Clifford Sims

Mon. thru Sat. 9-5

256-722-5566

the-art pracess shows our ab

At Slaton Press, our history
’ nﬁ:'ty to

RESS, INC.

Printeeny & Publishers Since 1828

645 Walnut Street « P.O. Box 398 - Moulton, AL 35650 « 800-927-4018 ¢ 256-974-4005 * Fax 256:974-7548

that we are printing experts. Our commitment to a state-ef-
comtinue to serve owr customers with an ever-impreving teeh-
nological base. Our customer-service orientation means satisfied print customers every time.

Aren’tyou ready to take an even closer look at Slaton Press?
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The black cusses had been danc-
ing some time and got pretty well
warmed up. The room smelt
worse than our house did in
Jackson when I shot that skunk.
I guess I have wrote enough for
this time, so I will quit. Write of-
ten as you can.

Robert Richards

Huntsville Ala Jan. 27th 1864

Dear Sister,

I rec’d your letter of the 15th
last night. I came off of guard this
morning and will not have to drill
till this afternoon and I improve
the few leisure hours by writing
to you and Charley ifI have time.
And ifI dont I must take time, as
you say, for I have neither writ-
ten to him or heard from him
since we have been here. I am
glad that mother is going to get
her state money for there is no
show for our getting paid very
soon. The Veterans are getting
discouraged about getting home.
I can see by the way they talk that
they are sorry they enlisted and I
dont blame them, for I should
regret of it if | had been such a
fool.

You want to know what I
think about your going to live at
Congers. 1 will tell you I dont
want you to do any such thing
You and mother need not trouble
about my reenlisting. I am as
anxious to get out as any one can
be and I intend to go out west and
get me a farm when I do get out
and then I think [ can enjoy my-
selffirst rate and you and mother
could too.

The rebs are hovering around
us here. Our cavalry scouts have
had a few skirmishes with them.
The rebel Gen. Readdy took a
town called Athens the other day.

Wﬂ & VAN WASH

ALL CLOTH

FULL SERVICE-WASH
COMPLETE DETAIL
SERVICE

Yesterday our cavalry went out
there captured 400 rebs and
drove the rest across the river,
so | guess now they will let us
alone a little while. The rebs are
deserting and coming in here
every day. They take the oath of
allegiance and go north. The
most of them live in Tennessee
and Kentucky and some in this
state.

We are having fine weather
here. It is almost as warm here
now as it is up north in the sum-
mer. We do not have any fire in
our room and it is to warm to
be comfortable then.

We have had to live on short
rations since we have been here,
but they have got the bridge fin-
ished at Brownsboro and the
railroad cars are expected in
here today, so I expect after this
we shall get the mail regular be-
sides getting full rations, which
is a matter of great importance
to soldiers. I have finally come
to the conclusion that the gloves
mother sent to me are lost, for
have certainly had time to get

here if they were comimg,

I got the two newspapers
night before last, that mother
sent me.

I have no more to write how,
so good bye. Write as soon as you
can and let me know how you
are getting along,

Robert Richards

Co. E 18th Regt. Wis. Vol.

Blinds \drticals Shades Shutters

Blinds - Shades - Shutters
Draperles - High Quality
Free Estimates - Expert Installation

. EarthTouch

Quality Imdoor and Outdoor Plants

Full Selection of Spring Annuals, Shrubs, Tropicals
Shop For Rare & Hard To Find Plants
Ali At Competitive Prices
Open Mon-Sat: 8am-5pm
8515-B Whitesburg Drive - Huntsville

(256) 880-3808




Lily Flagg

The Cow Who Became A Debutante

In 1889 William E. Matthews
established the dairy that we
know today as Meadow Gold
Dairies. At that time it was called
Monte Sano Dairy and it sup-
plied milk and dairy products for
all of Huntsville. The dairy uti-
lized a herd of registered Jersey
cows, some of which were im-
ported directly from the Jersey
Islands. The dairy was located
on Gladstone Place, just two and
a half miles from the Courthouse
in downtown Huntsville and was
within easy access ofits patrons.

The dairy was situated at the
foot of a fifteen-foot cliff, with a
spring on top of the cliff. The
spring house was built of lime-
stone with water flowing from
under a ledge into a fine white
sandy hollow and was piped di-
rectly into the cooling vats in the
back room of the dairy. These
vats were on the north and west
sides of the room and were deep
enough to submerge a five-gallon
milk can.

The cows were milked in the
barn across the lane at the hours
of four o’clock in the morning
and three o’clock in the after-
noon. The floor of the barn was
cement and each cow had its own
stall. Carriers then took the milk
immediately to the front room of
the dairy where it was strained,
canned and submerged in the
vats to cool. It was then bottled
and capped and delivered to cus-
tomers, twice daily.

Cleanliness was strictly en-
forced. The cows were washed
before and after each milkimg. It
was said that the cows were
much cleaner than most of the
people who attended them.

On June 2, 1891, Samuel H.

Moore brought a government ex-
pert, Mr. Goodall of Kansas, to
Huntsville to test his cow, Lily
Flagg, one of Monte Sano Dairy’s
Jerseys. She was to be tested for
the amount of butterfat in her
milk. An unofficial private test
had shown that in seven days
Lily Flagg had produced nearly
twenty-four ounces of butter,
which was unheard of in those
days.
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In less than a year, Lily Flagg
had exceeded the record of the
world’s best butterfat prodiuucer.
Lily Flagg had produced 1,029
pounds of butterfat in 11
months.

Because of this achievement,
Lily Flagg became the talk of the
town. In June of 1892, she was
formally introduced to Huntsville
society. Like a debutante, she
was meticulously groomed and
dressed in her finest attire with
her horns decorated with flags,
irises and ribbons. One hundred
and twenty-five people registered
for the event and were served a
cold glass of her milk and al-
lowed to meet with her.

In October her value jumped

* Hoeme Evaluation
* Remodeling

New Vision
Construction

* 24 hour emergency service

* Carpet, Vinyl, Hardwood Floor
24 hour Emergency Home Warranty

An emergency Policy is provided with savings on home repairs when any
emergency oceurs. A small membership fee is required for policy members.

Donald Finley (serving Madiison County since 1987)
For information please call Marie Thompson (256) 704-5680

A Complete Hardware Store
Serving Your Household and
Business Needs

IFyou're not sure, ask for
Johnny Brewer!

Lily Flagg

Located in the community
that the famous Jersey cow,
Miss Lily, made famous over
100 years ago!

N e S —— ey
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to $10,000 which made her
equal in value to many a farm in
the south in those days.

Mr. Matthew’s wife devised a
plan of hosting a party for the
beloved cow in order to benefit
the Presbyterian Church. Mrs.
Matthews was at the time one of
the best cooks in Madison
Coumtly. The Huntsville Democrat
announced that those who
wanted rare butter, delicious
sweet cream or milk, butter
milk, cottage cheese, ice cream
of any flavor, sherbet, boiled cus-
tard, Delmonico Pudding, blanc
mange, or Charlotte rousse
should call at the Lily Flagg sup-
per where they would have the
opportunity to buy any of these
products which were made ex-
clusively from her milk.

The event was a great success
and the dining room was packed.
Everyone was amazed that one
small cow could supply the dairy
needs of almost an entire towmn.

At this same time, the famous
Samuel Moore, the eolorful
owner of Lily Flagg, lived in
Huntsville in a magnificent home
on Adams Street. The house,
now known as the Watkins-
Moore home, was built in the
1850’s by James L. Watkins. At
the time of its building, Hunts-
ville was renowned for having
some of the most beautiful
homes in the south. Watkins was
not to be outdone. He was sur-
rounded by stately dwellings and
he wanted his home to outshine
them all.

As the building of his home
began, craftsmen were called in
from other states to create plas-
ter of Paris moldimg. All the
woodwork inside the dwelling
was made of walnut, and fresco-
ing was put together painstak-
ingly in sections. Slaves were put
to work making hand-pressed
brick for its walls. There was no
other structure like the tower
anywhere hear Huntsville. On
clear days, one could see as far

as the Tennessee River from the
lookout in the tower.

When Moore acquired the
home in 1890 he continued to
improve its interior. He was the
proud owner of such rare items
as bathtubs, lighting fixtures and
marble mantles from Italy. As a
renowned bachelor and member
of the state legislature, he loved
parties and people. Prominent
visitors never missed a tour of
his home, and several celebrities
of the day were married there.

When Lily Flagg took top hon-
ors at the state fair in Chicago
as the world’s greatest butterfat
producer, Moore was as proud
as ifa daughter had won a world
beauty cortest. He decided to cel-
ebrate her accomplishments
with a grand party on the
grounds of his home. Fifteen
hundred people were invited to
what was expected to be the so-
cial event of the decade.

Moore spared no expense in
the preparations. He had the
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home painted a bright yellow for
the occasion. A platform measur-
ing 50 feet square was erected
in the garden as a dancing pavil-
ion. It was lit by one of he first
electric lighting systems in the
southeast. The dance floor was
polished to such a high sheen
that the dancers had a hard time
staying on their feet.

All of Huntsville’s society was
in attendance. Flowers were in
abundance throughout the
grounds, beautiful tables were
laden with exquisite foods and
pastries, and the champagne
flowed freelly. An Italian orches-
tra played late into the night and
the guests, decked out in their
best formal attire, packed the
dance floor.

The guest ofhoneor, Lily Flagg,
stood in a parlor on a silver plat-
form under a flowerdecked
mantle. Visitors from as far away
as Washington wound a long line
to the platform where the little
Jersey stood, almost completely
hidden by roses.

The party lasted until the wee
hours of the morning and was
one of the merriest nights in
Huntsville’s history.

Shortly after this event,
Huntsville society hosted a ban-
quet and dance for Lily Flagg at
the elegant Monte Sano Hotel on
Monte Sano Mountain. There
were place cards of the little cow
and speeches and toasts made
to her. Stegall’s wagonette offered
discounted rates to the citizens
of Huntsville so that as many as

possible could come up the
mountain to join in the celebra-
tion.

When the Waold’s Fair
opened, Lily Flagg was shipped
with another Jersey to Chicago.
Sam Moore would not allow her
to be milked for 24 hours, which
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est dairies, paid $10,000 for Lily
Flagg,

Monte Sano Dairy changed
hands in 1894 and eventually
became Meadow Gold Dairy. The
standard of the old regime was
maintained, however, and has
econtinued to serve Huntsville

supposedly ruined one side of throughout the years.
her udder. Even so, the Hood
Dairy, one of the countries larg-
|
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Private John Kellogg of Madi-
son County received a telegram
last week informing him that he
had been wounded, degree un-
determined, while serving with
the Army in France last month.

When he contacted the au-
thorities to tell them he was
home on leave and was perfectly
intact, he was ordered to report
to the military hospital in Au-
gusta, Georgia to be fitted for an
artificial leg.

If the authorities have their
way, Mr. Kellogg will be the only
man in Alabama with three legs.

From 1918 newspaper

Revenuers Bust
Whiskey Still

On Keel Mountain
froml 915 newspaper

Revenue Officer Bennett
found a wildcat still on Keel’s
mountain last week and caught
two persons, a man named
Atchley and a woman, Mrs. Pearl
Conley, at work making the spar-
kling dew. Conley, husband of the
woman, made his escape. The of-
ficer brought the prisoners to
Scottsboro and placed them in
jail.

The place where the still was
found was an ideal spot near a
large basin surrounded by huge
frowning cliffs, a narrow passage
way leading directly under a large
bluff quite a distance and emerg-
ing into a room thirty feet in cir-
cumferernice. The operator of the
still then made an excavation in
the wall and placed the still in
this receptacl where it remained
unmolested for some time until
in an evil hour the dreaded Rev-
enuer arrived.

- For Sale - the brick residence now occupied by Mrs. George
White on Adams Ave. Anyone interested are at liberty to call and
examine the place. Apply to Mrs. Chas. P Lane Phone 152-3

- Mr. Knott had to pull a Huntsville-bound auto out of the Mill
Creek at Fisk Friday morning. Water too deep.

- The marriage of Chas. Sutton Lowe of Hazle Green and
Miss Jennie Elizabeth Love of New Market, will oceur tomorrow
evening at the home of the bride-elect. The young couple are
quite popular and the news of the approaching marriage will be
read with a great deal of interest by their friends.

- Monte Sano Lodge No.l meets every Thursday night in the
White Building. S. J. Darwin, D.D., and H. C. Pollard

"We Still
Make
House Calls
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Lewter's Hardware Store

|-

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 1b. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777




“With Six Months at HalfPricefor Independent Living*”

Somerby at Jones Farm is retirement living fit for royalty — and for you, too!
And there’s no better time than right now to enjoy the best in retirement living
because for a limited time only we’re offering...Six Months Rent at Half Price!
Because Somerby is a rental retirement community, you get to keep your nest egg
and receive great value, too. And with a wide-range of on-site activities and a fabu-
lous location there’s always something to do. For regal retirement living, you’ll

want to live at Somerby. It’s everything you want. Right where you want it to be.

Call 256-881-6111 to learn more, or to schedule your personal tour.

SOMERBY

at Jones Farm

2815 Carl T. Jones Drive SE, Huntsville, AL 35802

256-881-6111

*Applies to new residents only. 096-SPLO11202



