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The Murder of
Judge Lawler

In 1916, Huntsville was
permeated to the core by
corruption, graft and crime. The
sheriff and chief of police were
openly involved in whiskey rings,
while elected officials sold
patronage and took kickbacks
for city and county contracts.

Almost nothing could be
accomplished in the city of
Huntsville unless someone
received a bribe.
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The Murder of
Judge Lawler

In 1916, Huntsville was
permeated to the core by corrup-
tion, graft and crime. The sher-
iffand chief of police were openly
involved in whiskey rings, while
elected officials sold patronage
and took kickbacks for city and
county contracts. Almost noth-
ing could be accomplished in the
city of Huntsville unless some-
one was paid a fee.

Ironically, the political system
itself bred corruption. Most of
the wealthy politicians who could
afford to fund their own cam-
paigns were turned out of office
in the last century and now the
newer breed had to find other
sources of money. Adding to their
difficulty was the fact that they
were notoriously underpaid.

Left unsaid but acknowl-
edged by everyone was the fact
that elected officials were ex-
pected to find ways to make up
the difference.

Fortunately for the officials,
there was plenty of money to
make up the difference.
Moonshiners had to pay a cer-
tain fee each month to stay in
business and bootleggers who
brought whiskey in by the boat-
load from Chattanooga paid for
the right. The people who dis-
tributed the whiskey also had to
pay, as did the lowly shot houses
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where it was sold by the drink.
Even the taxicab drivers who
hauled the whiskey from the
river to town paid each month.

It was reported that the total
“taxes” on the whiskey was more
than the cost of manufacturing
and transporting it. Corruption
was not confined to whiskey
alone. People who ran gambling
establishments paid off every
month and the three local bor-
dellos paid according to the
number of “ladies” they em-
ployed.

Ifsomeone wanted a contract
to sell supplies to the city or
county, they were expected to
make a contribution and con-
tinue that contribution as long
as they held the contract. If a
person needed additional tempo-
rary labor, convicts could be
leased from the Jail for a nomi-
nal fee. Even road repair in front
of one’s home carried a price if
you wanted it done in a timely
manner.

Though the corruption was
no secret, it was almost im-
possible to prove. Trusted “bag
men” were employed to collect
the payoffs that were then deliv-
ered to a local attorney. The at-
torney, after taking his share,
would split the money up among
the various officials. These offi-
cials in turn, after taking their
share, would pass the money
down to trusted confidantes who
would pay off the various depu-
ties, clerks, road foremen along
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with anyone else who might be
deserving.

Itwas later alleged that these
payoffs extended all the way to
the state capital in Montgomery.

In the summer of 1916 the
whole graft system was in dan-
ger of collapse. Numerous un-
solved murders and charges of
election fraud had brought about
demands for grand jury in-
vestigations.

W.T. Lawler, who had recently
been elected to the position of
County Probate Judge, quickly
became the main focus of one
investigation. Evidence had sur-
faced that he and his political
opponent, David Overton, had
each spent in excess of $20,000
in the last campaign although
they had both pledged to limit
their expenditures to $1,000.00.

Now the public was demand-
ing to know where this huge sum
of money came from.

On the morning of June 15,
1916, Judge Lawler’s wife called
the sheriff, Bob Phillips and re-
ported her husband missing.
She and her sister had attended
the Chautauqua at East Clinton
school the night before and her

“To expedite your visit,
please back in.”

Sign in local proctologist’s
office

husband was supposed to have
met them there.

When he failed to show up
Mrs. Lawler returned home
where she anxiously paced the
floor all night worrying about
what might have happened.
Early the next morning Lawler’s
Maxwell automobile was discov-
ered parked in front ofthe court-
house. Its seat was saturated
with dew. Obviously, it had been
there all night.

Many people automatically
assumed that Lawler had left
town to avoid testifying before
the grand jury.

Sheriff Phillips quietly reas-
sured Mrs. Lawler that her hus-
band would surely show up once
things had settled down. “I
wouldn't worry too much ifl were
you,” Phillips told her.

Phillips himself though had
plenty of things to worry about.
The night before, at 3:00 a.m.,
he had been summoned to the
courthouse where he met a
bloody and disheveled David
Overton.

Overton was forty-five years
old and had lived in Huntsville
all his life. For fifteen years he
had been a policeman and for ten
years had been chief of the po-
lice force before resigning to
serve five years as Clerk of the
Circuit Court. He was also one
of the major players in the whis-
key ring that controlled Hunts-
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ville.

Now as Overton sat in a chair
facing the sheriff he unfolded a
story that would ultimately de-
stroy the very foundations of
Huntsville's corrupt political sys-
tem.

The day before, Overton and
Lawler had met and talked
briefly of the necessity of stand-
ing together in defending them-
selves against the expected grand
jury indictments. They agreed to
meet that same evening in the
offices of Robert Spraggins who
was a mutual friend.

“At about 8 o’clock,” said
Overton, “l was waiting on the
street near the First National
Bank. Lawler met me and said
he had phoned Spraggins, who
wanted to go to the Chautauqua
and asked us to postpone our
conference until the next morn-
ing.
“My buggy was hitched close
by. Lawler suggested we drive
around while we talked. We
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drove down Whitesburg Pike
until we came to the bridge when
I thought that was far enough
and turned the horse around.
But Lawler wanted to talk some
more so we got out and, after we
scouted around for any unwel-
come eavesdroppers, stood on
the bridge and talked.

“Lawler had a list of all the
grand jurors, some his friends
and some mine. He wanted us
to start that night calling them
and trying to get things fixed up.
| said that would cause too much
talk— calling them so late at
night and everything.

“The talk started agreeable
enough but when | stuck to my
idea, the Judge got mad. Words
led to blows and he got out his
pocket knife and started hack-
ing me. | had been sick, lost forty
or fifty pounds in the last couple
months and the judge was big
and strong.

“l had a gun and when he
started cutting me | pulled it and
began hitting him with it. When
he still wouldn’t stop | shot him.
I left him lying on the bridge and
came back here.”

As Sheriff Phillips listened to
the story he immediately realized
the impending danger. If the
body was found it would spur
new investigations and if Overton
was arrested it would raise even
more questions. Not sure ofwhat
to do, Phillips picked up the
phone and called Shelby S.
Pleasants, a local attorney.
Pleasants was alleged to be the
person who handled the payoffs
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to the local officials.

Pleasants also quickly real-
ized the danger they were all fac-
ing from any additional investi-
gations. After listening briefly, he
offered the sheriff one piece of
advice, "... cover itup. Let people
think Lawler left town because
of the grand jury.”

Sheriff Phillips turned his
attention back to Overton who
was sitting in a chair, weak from
loss of blood. “Go see Charles
Nalls,” the sheriff told Overton.
“Tell him to go get Percy Brooks
and they'll help you get cleaned
up and make up an alibi.”

Charles Nalls was the Circuit
Court Clerk and Percy Brooks
was a part time deputy who ran
the ferry at Whitesburg. He also
oversaw the unloading of the
whiskey from the boats.

Nalls and Brooks drove
Overton to an empty house on
Whitesburg drive where he
changed clothes and got his
wounds dressed. They then
drove back to Overton’s home
where Sheriff Phillips was wait-
ing.

“Was the body still there?”
Asked Overton.

“This is...uh...this is..
..uh...your.. humm. I'm
sorry, | seem to have lost
my memory.”
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‘Don’'tworry aboutit,” replied
the sheriff. “It's taken care of.
Just act like nothing has hap-
pened.”

The following day, as specu-
lation about Lawler’s disap-
pearance grew, an anonymous
note was sent to deputy sheriff
N.L. Pierce. “If you drag that
creek down there under the
bridge at Whitesburg,” the note
read, “you’ll find something
interesting.”

Pierce showed the note to
Phillips who, though he knew
what the note referred to, dis-
missed it as “probably bootleg
whiskey hid in the creek.”

Nevertheless, afew days later
when he had some spare time,
Pierce decided to check the tip
out. A cursory inspection of the
creek and surrounding brush
turned up nothing but as Pierce
walked out onto the bridge his
attention was drawn to what
looked like fresh spots of red
paint. A closer inspection how-
ever revealed what appeared to
be blood spots that someone had
clumsily tried to cover with
paint.

Pierce now realized the note
was referring to some other
crime rather that whiskey. After
summoning more help and bor-

Halsey
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rowing a boat from a nearby
farmer, Pierce began dragging the
bottom ofthe slough. Finally, just
as dusk was settling, the grap-
pling hook snagged a heavy ob-
ject. It proved to be the body ofa
man, who had been bound with
rope and weighed down with a
heavy piece of iron. All the men
instantly recognized the body as
that of Judge Lawler.

Leaving his companions with
the body, Pierce rushed back to
town to inform the sheriff of his
gruesome discovery. Pierce later
described the sheriff as “being
shook up over the news.”

Minutes later while David
Overton was eating dinner, he
received a phone call from the
sheriff. After a brief, whispered
conversation Overton hung the
phone up, walked out the door
and disappeared. Even his fam-
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ily claimed not to know his
whereabouts.

News of finding Lawler’s
mangled body swept across town
like a wind-blown brushfire. In-
credulous wonderment quickly
turned to anger as people began
to wonder who the murderer
could be. Within hours crowds
began forming in front of the
courthouse demanding to know
what progress was being made
in the investigation.

Fearful of mob action, Judge
Allen requested help from the
governor to help keep the peace.
The same day three companies
of the National Guard were sent
to Huntsville where they
promptly took up posts around
the courthouse, jail and fire sta-
tion.

The first break in the case
came when, acting on a tip,
Deputy Pierce arrested Charles
Nalls and Percy Brooks. The
back seat of Nalls’ car was satu-
rated with blood, and a pistol
that had recently been fired was
found in his desk.

When Sheriff Phillips learned
his deputy had arrested Nalls he
was terrified. He knew itwas just
a matter of hours before his own
involvement would become
known. With his entire life crash-
ing down around him, Phillips
went into his office and closed
the door. He signed a few papers,
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tidied up his desk, placed a pis-
tol next to his right temple and
blew his brains out.

News of Sheriff Phillips’ sui-
cide horrified the people of
Huntsville— none more so than
Nalls who had been expecting the
sheriffto suppress the investiga-
tion against him.

Angrily, Nalls called Shelby
Pleasants demanding he do
something to get him out ofjail.
This was the last thing Pleasants
wanted to hear.

Pleasants had spent years
building up a thriving law prac-
tice, helped to a large extent by
his ties to the whiskey ring. He
knew that now it was just a
matter of time before his own
role as the “payoff’ man was ex-
posed.

Fearing the consequences of
an investigation and trial,
Pleasants locked himself in his
office, and with the pistol alleged
to have been the murder weapon,
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break in and clean them?
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committed suicide. With all of
their alibis committing suicide,
Nalls and Phillips decided to co-
operate and named David
Overton as the murderer.

With the sheriff dead, the
chief of police A.D. Kirby tem-
porarily took over the investiga-
tion, but within hours of as-
suming his new duties, Kirby
himself became the object of an
investigation. It quickly came to
light that he too was heavily in-
volved in the whiskey ring.

Police Chief Kirby and his
chief deputy wisely resigned. By
now the governor had become
involved. He appointed a new
sheriff to take over the investi-
gation and caused a warrant to
be issued for the arrest of David
Overton. B.M. Miller, later to be-
come governor, was named as a
special judge to try the case.

On September 25, Overton
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was arrested in Smithville,
Tenn., and returned to Huntsville
for trial. During his months on
the lam he had traveled exten-
sively throughout Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana and Tennes-
see, accompanied by his wife and
family. At first he pleaded inno-
cent to the charges, disclaiming
all knowledge of the incidents
described by Nalls and Brooks.

Unfortunately for the surviv-
ing known members of the whis-
key ring, a plea of innocence by
Overton meant that he, Nalls,
and Brooks would all stand trial
and probably implicate other un-
known members in their efforts
to go free.

On the second day ofthe trial
Overton suddenly changed his
plea to guilty and exonerated
Nalls and Brooks. His testimony
was collaborated by the wives of
Nalls and Brooks who testified
that their husbands had been
home asleep during the night of
the murder.

“l bet living in a nudist
colony takes all the fun out
of Halloween.”

Madison 12-year old
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It was later alleged that
Overton’s change of heart was
caused by members of the whis-
key ring who assured him that if
he took the fall alone they would
influence the jurors to find him
innocent.

On November 25, 1916, the
jury found David Overton guilty
of murder and sentenced him to
death. He was transported to the
Birmingham jail to await execu-
tion.

To say that Overton was bit-
ter would be an understatement.
He now realized that he had been
offered up as a sacrifice. With
him in jail many of the other in-
vestigations ceased.

Overton, facing death by
hanging, frantically began calling
politicians and other influential
people he knew who had prof-
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ited from the whiskey ring. If he
was hoping they would use their
influence to gain him a pardon
he was sadly disappointed. They
refused to accept his calls. Next
he began writing letters. They too
went unanswered. With no other
options available, Overton con-
tacted officials in Montgomery
and expressed his willingness to
testify about the corruption in
Huntsville and Madison County.

Two days after his message
was received in Montgomery, a
Jailor “accidently” left Overton’s
cell door unlocked. Overton and
five other prisoners escaped.
Minutes after the escape the po-
lice received an anonymous tip
that Overton was hiding in a
grove of trees several miles from
the jail.

Oddly, the police arrived at
the scene before Overton did and
were about to leave when they
spotted him approaching. Later
speculation claimed he was wait-
ing for an automobile that never
arrived.

In the ensuing gunfight David
Overton was killed. Also stopped
was any chance for a thorough
investigation of corruption in
Huntsville.

Although the whiskey ring
could undoubtedly breathe
easier with Overton’s death,
there were still other loose ends
to be tied up.

Charles Nalls, who was bit-
ter from his time in Jail and his
forced resignation as circuit
court clerk, conveniently died of
a “virus” several months later.
The son of Sheriff Phillips was
reportedly about to make public
a list of people involved in the
corruption when he was found
dead, the victim of a “suicide.”

| had to go on two diets at
the same time because one
diet wasn’'t giving me
enough food.

Barry Martin

Percy Brooks, who claimed to
be the only person “who had all
the facts,” was run over by a train
in Sheffield. A witness later
claimed to have seen a stranger
push Brooks in front of the train
but the allegation was never
investigated.

With all the main players in
Judge Lawler's murder dead, the
public quickly turned its atten-
tion to other matters.

The whiskey ring returned to
doing business as usual.
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- 45 year-old Amy Brasher
was arrested in San Antonio,
Texas, after a mechanic reported
to police that 18 packs of mari-
juana were stuffed in the com-
partment of the car which she
had brought to him for an oil
change. Per police, Brasher later
said that she didn't realize that
the mechanic would have to raise
the hood to change the oil.

- Portsmouth, R.l. Police
charged Gregory Rosa, 25, with
a string ofvending machine rob-
beries in January when he (1)
fled from police inexplicably
when they spotted him loitering
around a vending machine and
(2) later tried to post his $400
bail in coins.

- Karen Lee Joachimmi, 20,
was arrested in Lake City,
Florida for robbery of a Howard
Johnson’s motel. She was armed
with only an electric chain saw,
which was not plugged in.

| Writers

Send us your stories to be pub-
fl lished in Old Huntsville. Stories

..(fl must be about Huntsville and have

(fl factual basis. Please do not send

,1 original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East

- David Posman, 33, was ar-
rested recently in Providence,
R.l, after allegedly knocking out
an armored car driver and steal-
ing the closest four bags of
money. It turned out they con-
tained $800 in PENNIES,
weighed 30 pounds each, and
slowed him to a stagger during
his getaway so that police offic-
ers easily jumped him from be-
hind.

- The Belgium news agency
Belga reported in November that
a man suspected of robbing a
jewelry store in Liege said he
couldn’'t have done it because he
was busy breaking into a school
at the same time. Police then ar-
rested him for breaking into the
school.

- Drug-possession defendant
Christopher Johns, on trial in
March in Pontiac, Michigan, said
he had been searched without a
warrant. The prosecutor said the
officer didn't need a warrant be-
cause a “bulge” in Christopher’s
jacket could have been a gun.
Nonsense, said Christopher, who
happened to be wearing the same
jacket that day in court. He
handed it over so the judge could
see it. The judge discovered a
packet of cocaine in the pocket
and laughed so hard he required

o l into e MS alflve;mnuNte recess to com;ose
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Local news
from the
year 1900

- About 9 this morning Street
Car No. 5, east bound with Dick
Hatcher, motorman, collided
with a two-horse wagon belong-
ing to D. I. White and injured the
two negro men drivers, Jack
Parham, slightly and Jim Fields,
seriously. The accident occurred
at the corner of Holmes and
Green streets. The wagon and
team were going south at a rapid
rate and the car was advancing
east in back-up fashion, the two
colliding before the men in
charge of either could see the
approach of the other in time to
avoid the accident.

Both wheels on one side of
the wagon were broken off. The
Parham negro escaped with a
bruised head and shoulder.
Fields was more seriously hurt,
his right hip being dislocated and
fractured.

- Yesterday Luther Chambers
was fined $25 for beating his
wife. Chambers said he could
prove by his wife that it was his
first offense. A sweetfaced little
woman walked out of the crowd
to take the witness stand. “Is this
little woman your wife?” When
Chambers responded that in-
deed she was, the Judge imme-
diately raised the fine to $500.

- An automobile crash on
Holmes in which the bride-
groom, his parents and his best
man were injured was not
enough to prevent the marriage
of Philip Shaffner to Miss
Beatrice Weil, according to
schedule last night.

Mr. Shaffner, his wedding
suit torn and dirty, with several
bruises to his face, took the hand
of his bride and answered ques-
tions put to him by the minister.
The injured best man limped
and was considerably mussed
up, but did duty effectively as if
he had not been hurt. The par-
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ents of Mr. Shaffner had to be
propped up in chairs, but they
gave their blessings to the bride
and groom

- Tomorrow the people who
are making the local directory
will have completed their work.
Including the corporate limits
and adjacent suburbs, a care-
fully tabulated count of the enu-
merators show the city and sub-
urbs to have something a bit
more than 20,000 people.

The corporate limits will be
extended sometime in the near
future.

Free Attorney Consultation for Ban kl‘u ptcy

MITCHELL HOWIE

& RUSSELL
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

MILLER & MILLER

General

Contractors

Celebrating Our 42nd Year

Proud To Be American
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A Good
ldea

“It may be a good idea,” said
the loan officer, “but we don’t
loan money for ideas.”

Disappointed, Sam Sherril
returned to work where he
donned his apron and began flip-
ping hamburgers the same way
he had been doing everyday for
years.

His restaurant, the Nu Way
Restaurant, was highly popular
and was renowned for the small,
square, five-cent hamburgers. It
had become a virtual fixture on
the North Side Square in Hunts-
ville, with people waiting in line
everyday.

Though Sam put aside any
ideas of expanding his restau-
rant, his son Glenn did not give
up as easily. In 1932 Glenn
moved to Chattanooga and
opened a small restaurant with

a partner, serving the same ham-
burgers his father had served.
Within a fewyears the restaurant
had become so successful that
the partners began opening up
others across the country. Nei-
ther man had any idea at the
time that they were founding a
business that would eventually
become one of the largest fast
food businesses in the South -
the Krystal Restaurants.

Did You Know...

In 1928 a pound of sausage in
Huntsville cost 25 cents. Bacon was
also 25 cents a pound while ciga-
rettes sold for $1.45 a carton.

Stockton Motors was selling a
Chevrolet Coach for $595.00 but
you could still buy a team of mules
for $300.00. Haircuts were 25
cents, aticketto the movies 5 cents,
and electric bills averaged less that
seven dollars a month.

from 1904 newspaper

Fried banans ia a palatable
dish for breakfast, and gives that
fruit a flavor of it’'s own, and to
many, tastes better than when
eaten in its natural state.

Take off the peeling and split
the fruit in half. Have a hot frying
pan with half an inch of butter in
the bottom. Into this put the ba-
nana, being careful notto let it burn,
but brown well in both sides, Just
before lifting it out sprinkle with
sugar and set it in the oven to crisp
the top. Serve as a hot dish.

“| get up every morning and
read the obituary column.
If my name’s not there, |
eat breakfast.”

- George Burns

TT rJK11CTd <11iT*

3,4, &5 yr. olds love
Little

Jack’s
Toy Store

Specializing in the service & restoration of fine
British automobiles.

MADISONACADEMY
PreSchool & Kindergarten

Located on the edge of Research Park, children
love Little Madison Academy! Come see our
bright new facility, filled with loving teachers,
creative learning, and lots of fun! Just call or
come by - it's a safe, affordable

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703 JA alternative to Day Care. oL
Huntsville, Alabama 1
"Where g,
children
make
Whispers memor
p memories!"

P h otogvaphy

Maternity * Children

256.337.4309
www.wkispersphotogvaphy.com

iUM

N

iffiTiiailWlit


photogvaphy.com
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These three
tAde-pende”t restaurants
are creative and
it's their tradition
INn Huntsville to
serve really good food
at reasonable mprices
and in a frier-dly

and relaxed atmosphere.

uciano

a fine italian restaurant Serving hearty German fare

in Huntsville Since 1972.

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At
Reasonable Prices.

Sunken Garden room seats up to 45 for
Private parties - call now to reserve

964 Airport Road
885-0505
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Huntsville
Coffee Tal

by Aunt Eunice

With pearls of wisdom

contributed by the Liar's Table

First of all, congratulations
to Judy (Baker) White, ofWhite
Fleming Company, for guessing
last month’s Photo of the Month.
It was J.B. Tucker, Judy’s long-
time boy friend, who is also
Mayor of Hurricane Creek. We
had so many calls and 90% of
them were right - he must have a
lot offriends around here! Judy
gets ayear’s free subscription to
“Old Huntsville” magazine.

I've had so many visitors here
at Big Spring Care on St. Clair
during January but | can always
use more, so come see me!

Sometimes | think my old
body isjust worn out. | still have
to have dialysis 3 times a week,
can't get around anymore, and
my arthritis hurts something
awful.

But | still think I'm one ofthe
luckiest people in the world. |
have a wonderful family, pre-
cious memories and dear
friends. What else do you need?

Always remember there is no
such thing as abad day ... ifyou
wake up ... the day’s already off
to a good start!

Larry and Sue Landman
have visited me so often here and
called me -1 love ya'll.

Delbert & Ethyl Ann Will-
iams, Billy, Monica and
Amanda Bell, and Tom and
Cathey Carney have all come
and brought me candy! Thank
you so much for that.

Not many people know that
Billy Bell, familyjudge of Hunts-
ville, has the finest recipe for
pickled eggs I've ever tasted, and
he brings me some whenever he
gets a chance -1 just love them.

Congrats to our good friends
Dan and Dawn Schmitwho just
became the proud parents of
twins - Jacob Edward and Jer-
emy James. Dan is the weather-
man for channel 48. Boy, are
their lives going to change!

We wanted to send out a big
HELLO to Robert Martin, who
lives at Madison Morningside
Assisted Living. He is very proud
of his son, Randy Martin, who
is stationed at Mosul, Iraq as a
Lt. Colonel since May. Randy has
been accepted at “War College”,
avery rare and prestigious honor

Adams Alley * Clift's Cove * Heritage Plantation
Heritage Provence ¢ Heritage Station ¢ King's Ridge
Walker’s Hill « Mr. Carmel by toe River * The Bridges

Sandra Steele
President

ENFINGER
DEVELOPMENT
iNCOSPOBAreo

If www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

that very few people are offered.
Congratulations to Randy and
Nancy, his proud wife!

I was happy to see Dr. Craig
Thorstad with his nurse Millie.
They are such sweet people

Jane Smith came by and
decorated my room with a beau-
tiful Christmas tree! Others who
came by include Jim Reed, Earl
Walker, Jim Heard, Greg
Anderson, Lincoln Smith and
Larry Smith. | justwish | could
tell everyone how much it means
to me to have such dear friends.

| got to hear the choir at
Twickenham Church a few
weeks ago. My daughter, Doris,
sings in the choir & it was great.

We were very saddened to
hear that John (Jack) Gurley
died recently. He had been fight-
ing cancer for some time. Tom
Gurley, his son, as well as the
whole family will really miss him.
We love you all.

My love goes out to my good
friend Catherine Wilson - she is
a woman with a heart of gold.
She brought me my favorite
homemade jelly that she sells at
Limestone Flea Market - 2 jars!

The first person to correctly
identify the sweet baby shown
below wins a free year’s
subscription to “Old Huntsville”
magazine. Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: A Lee High girl who is
now co-owner of one of Huntsville’s
most popular businesses.


http://www.enfingerdevelopment.com

Stop by and see her some time.
Tell her | sent you.

Joe Whisante has been a
jewel - he calls me so often and
comes by to bring me pecan pie
and cookies (that he bakes him-
selfl). That man could never go
on a diet - he loves his food!

Thank you all for the beauti-
ful cards you sent me. 1 have
saved every one and they are cov-
ering two of the walls in my
room. | have a special place for
the pictures | have received from
so many ofyou - including Mark
Russell’s children, the Ceci
triplets, Bud Cramer & family.

Well, looks like the mayor’s
race is starting. Dr. Parker
Griffin came by to see me and
just happened to mention he’s
thinking about throwing his hat
in the ring. Ms. Mayor is going
to be hard to beat but it should
be interesting.

June Young came by for a
visit. She always knows what's
going on in town. General Link
& his wife Judy stops by all the
time to check on me. Byron and
Tillie Laird, my faithful friends,
come by often. | love you so
much. And my friend Fran
Hamilton is a regular visitor
whom | really depend on.

Ann and Jim Ledbetter
brought me a red poinsettia. It
just looked so beautiful on a
table by my bed. | was happy to
see David Heard and find out he
is doing OK. Take care of your-
self. 1 had a nice visit with Jack
and Sandra Bozeman recently.
Time just flew by.

Roger Christopher brought
his four beautiful girls with him
the other day to see me. That
sure is a pretty family.

Itwas so good to see Steve &
Bonnie Hettinger the other day.
They were sure looking good!

I was so sad to hear about the
son of Brother Owens who died
recently from cancer. He was
only 25 years old and will be
missed by everyone who knew
him.

We were sorry to hear our
good friend Barney Gamble is
in the hospital and has been re-
ally sick lately. Get well soon,
Barney, the Golden K Kiwanis
sure do miss you.

Our friend Joyce Russell
was one of the hosts recently for
the big New York Life blowout at
the Heritage Club. Everyone was
so distinguished - black tie,
tuxes, formats, etc. The Presi-
dent of New York Life, Frederick
Sievert, was honored with an
Honorary Citizen’s certificate.

Friends of mine said they met
some of the nicest people at
Humphrey’s recently, Brenda
Anderson and Richard Smith.
Brenda is office manager for
Medical Arts Pharmacy and Ri-
chard is resident manager ofthe
Holiday Inn at Madison Square.

What about all these people
running for President? | always
think I'm doing all right until
another four years roll around
and they tell me again how bad
everything is. Makes me wonder.

That's all for this month. Just
remember | love all of you, and
come see mel
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Are you
a futures
trader?

For quotes, research, and
trading discipline call:

Benny Little
Branch Manager
www.agedwards.com

400 Meridian Street

Suite 201

Huntsville. AL 35801

(256) 534-2180

Toll Free: (877)428-2180

AGEdwards

INVESTMENTS SINCE 1887

Member SIPC = 2001 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

Member of the New York Stock Exchange and all principal
commodity exchanges. More than 690 offices nationwide.

Never raise your hand to your
children - it leaves your
mid-section unprotected.

Steve Givens

iIceid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons SC Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all

your Hardware

Plumbing needs


http://www.agedwards.com

Old Huntsville Page 18

(From the kitchens of
Hewlett-Packard Employees -
1986]

Cheese Cake

1 box yellow cake mix
1 egg
1 stick butter, melted
Mix and press into baking
dish.
Mix:
1 box confectioners sugar
3 eggs
1 8-0z. cream cheese
Pour mixture over the cake
mixture, bake 45-60 minutes at
350 degrees. Marylee Eaton

Wine Jelly

3 c. sugar
3 c. burgundy wine
1/2 bottle pectin
Bring wine and sugar to full
rolling boil. Add pectin. Boil and

remove from heat. Pour into

jars. Marylee Eaton

Strawberry Pie

1 small strawberry jello

1 c. sugar

3 T. cornstarch

2 c. water

Pie crust, baked and cooled

Whole fresh strawberries

Whipped cream

Bring Jello, water, corn-

starch and sugar to a boil; cook
til thickened. Fill pie crust with
whole strawberries and pour the
thickened mixture over - let cool
and top with whipped cream.

Lucy Goforth

Chewy Chocolates

3/4 c. pecan halves

12 dates, halved

1/2 Ib. soft caramels

2 T. heavy cream

4 sg. Baker’s semisweet
chocolate, melted, slightly cooled

Place 2 pecan halves and a
date half in clusters on lightly
buttered baking pan. Melt cara-
mels in cream in saucepan over
low heat, stirring constantly til
smooth. Spoon caramel mixture
over clusters, leaving ends un-
covered. Let stand til set, about
30 minutes. Spread chocolate
over caramel mixture.

Cathey Callaway

Five Pound Fudge

1 1/2 c. sugar

12 oz. chocolate chips

16 large marshmallows, cut

1 c. nuts

1 large can evaporated milk

1 16-0z. Hershey bar

1 t. vanilla extract

Boil sugar and milk over

medium-high heat for 5 minutes,
stirring constantly. Add other in-
gredients; mix well. Pour into
buttered cookie sheet and cool.
Cut and wrap in foil. Store in re-
frigerator in a tin can - will keep
forever. Oscar Chapman

FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT

"Under New Ownership - Scott & Cheryl Huber"
Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere

Breakfast Specials

Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna, Bacon or Sausage,

Grits or Gravy, Biscuit & Jelly $2.99
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752

Located in Historic Five Points
ONE BLOCK OFF ANDREW JACKSON

Plate Lunches

Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm
Your Choice Of
One Meat



2/3 c. peanut butter

1/2 c. milk

1/2 c. butter

2 c. sugar

3 c. rolled oats

3 t. cocoa

1 t. vanilla

Bring milk, butter and

sugar to a boil over medium heat.
Boil one minute and remove
from heat. Mix with remaining
ingredients. Drop by rounded
teaspoonful onto waxed paper to
harden. Store covered.

Bob and Mary Poore

1/2 c. crunchy peanut butter

3 oz. cream cheese, softened

1 c. confectioners sugar

1 9-0z. Cool Whip

1 graham cracker crust

Cream peanut butter with

the cream cheese and sugar. Add
the Cool Whip and beat til
smooth. Pour into crust and top
with crushed peanuts.

Sandy Whitfield

1 c. butter

1/2 c. confectioners sugar

1 T. vanilla

3 c. cake flour

2 c. finely chopped pecans

2/3 box confections sugar
Cream butter and 1/2 cup

confectioners sugar well, add
vanilla, flour and pecans, Roll
into small bars, 2” long. Bake on
greased cookie sheet at 300 de-
grees for an hour and bottoms
are light brown. Roll in confec-
tioners sugar immediately and
let cool before putting away.
Judy Parks

Pineapple Nut Cake

2 c. flour

2 c. sugar

2 t. soda

1 t. vanilla extract

1 ¢. chopped nuts

1 20-0z. can of pineapple tid-
bits (undrained)

2 eggs

Mix dry ingredients, add

rest of ingredients. Mix by hand.
Pour into 9x13” greased pan.
Bake at 350 degrees for 35-45
minutes, put icing on hot cake.

Icing:

1 8-0z cream cheese, soft

1 stick butter, soft

1 1/2 c. confectioners sugar

1 t. vanilla extract

Beat cream cheese and but-

ter, add the rest. Frost hot cake.
Bestwhen refrigerated overnight.

Sandi Meese

Pink Fluff Salad

1 12-o0z. Cool Whip

1 can cherry pie filling

1 c. chopped pecans

1 c. shredded coconut

1 sml. can crushed pineapple

Commercial

Business Cards, Letterheads, Envelopes, Flyers, Labels
Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapsets

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

Presentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE:

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Social & Business

Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456
email: linprint@mindspring.com
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com

visa mastercard American express

Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks
Graduation & Name Cards

Ad Specialties

Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags
Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Political Signs, Buttons

— Too Many Items to List—
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1 c. miniature marshmallows
1 can Eagle Brand milk

Combine all & refrigerate.
Ann Smith

The Company You Keep*
www.newyorklife.com

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorkiife.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents.com

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays


mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
http://www.linprint.cceasy.com
http://www.newyorklife.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorkiife.com
http://www.gannbryan.nylagents.com
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When They
Killed The
President

by Tommy Towery

I was brought out of a
shallow sleep by the noise of a
crowd and a reporter talking
over the school’s public address
system. | was sitting in geometry
class, which was the one subject
| usually understood. For some
reason on that day, | seemed to
have been looking at the book so
hard that | had slipped offinto a
little catnap. As | woke up, | was
puzzled at what was coming over
the PA system.

Itwas unlike our school prin-
cipal to broadcast anything over
the PA except for the normal
morning announcements about
what was happening in school or
the date of the next football
game. The last special event |
remember hearing broadcast
was when John Glenn entered
outer space. That was important
to the people of Huntsville since
they had played such a large part
in making it all happen. This

Everytime | hear the word
“exercise,” | wash my mouth
out with chocolate.

Sara Hartwood

announcement was not about a
space shot, though, and | sat
dazed and tried to listen to what
was happening. There seemed to
be about as much confusion on
the announcement as there was
in my head. It finally came to me
- the president had been shot.
Yes, he said it, ‘John E Kennedy
has been shot.”

The report was coming from
Dallas. We all listened intently.
We forgot about geometry and
naps for a while trying to hear
what was happening. It all
seemed as if it wasn't really hap-
pening at all but was still a part
of a dream. The reporter kept
talking about gunshots and hos-
pitals and motorcades. At some
point, he seemed more inter-
ested in keeping up his talk and
keeping the radio reports going
than giving any real facts.

At the time, |
probably knew as
much sitting in ge-
ometry class at Lee
High School as the
reporter did in Dal-

“what will happens.” We just sat
there listening. The length of time
we listened, waiting to hear
something definite, is sketchy. |

las. We continued to “We Still

listen intensely, as- Make

suring each other "
9 House Calls

that we were really
hearing what we
thought we were
hearing. Little talk
was going on in the
room, except re-
peating what was
being broadcast.
There were few

speculations, no V!

V.l.P Grooming announces the

Grand Opening of our new

7920 A charlotte Dr.

Luxury Pet Hotel 881-0664

HEAT PLIMP
SPECIALISTS

9694 Madison Blvd. Ste. B-2

CINEMAS

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy

256-883-1101



do remember the words that fi-
nally came over the PA - ‘John E
Kennedy is dead.”

I couldn’t actually grasp the
meaning of that short statement.
High school kids didn’t worry
about who was in charge of the
country or things like that. We
wondered who shot him, and
why, but we didn’t think the po-
litical situation was anything to
worry about. It never really
dawned on me, or any of us |
suppose, what a change in our
own lives would come about be-
cause of the shooting. We didn’t
know how serious it was to lose
a president while we were in the
middle of the Cold War.

Not everyone in Alabama was
sad, | suppose. Most Alabamians
were a little put-out with
Kennedy because of his civil
rights policies. Some downright
hated him for it. On more that
one occasion | had heard jokes
like “Why do they call Massachu-
setts, Machusetts now? They
took the ass out and put him in
the White House.” Jokes like that
were common in Alabama in
1963. One of my favorite uncles
was very much anti-Kennedy. He
started out being anti-Catholic,
but religion was not the key is-
sue. For white folks, itwas popu-
lar to be anti-Kennedy in Ala-
bama in the early Sixties.

The reports continued from
Dallas for the rest of the day and

Renaissance
THEATRE

were varied and vague. Johnson
was sworn in as President. They
had found a gun. The name Lee
Harvey Oswald kept being men-
tioned in the news. | wondered
why he was always called Lee
Harvey Oswald, and notjust Lee
Oswald. Why did they insist on
using his whole name?

For those of us who sat there
in school, that day would be a
milestone in history for years to
come. This would be the day that
marked the difference of the
young and old. To my generation,
those who were not yet born or
not old enough to remember
what they were doing on the day
Kennedy was shot would forever
be labeled as infants. Those in
school, in any grade, would be a
part of our generation. Those
who were older than we, would
continue to be our parent’s gen-
eration. Pearl Harbor would re-
main their milestone. They had
a name for their day. It is “a day
that will live in infamy.” We would
have no such rhetorical name.
We only remember it as the end
of Kennedy’s Camelot. It's a com-
mon bond be-
tween those ofus
that lived the
day.

In the margin
of my English
book | made a
simple entry that
stated “Novem-

Life
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ber 22, 1963. President John F.
Kennedy was assassinated to-
day.” Those words were the start
of my recordings of my high
school life.

It was important to me and
shall continue to be. The shoot-
ing showed me that the world
was notjust one big happy place.
It showed me that evil existed in
the world, and that the evil could
reach out from a place as far
away as Dallas, Texas, and affect
me. | hated it for that. | hated it
for forcing me to face reality.

November 23 - Nothing of sig-
nificance comes to mind about
the weekend that followed the
assassination. We watched the
on-going saga on live television.
In glorious black and white, we
joined the newsmen in Dallas
and Washington, D.C. and lis-

“l wonder if other dogs
think that poodles are
members of a weird
religious cult?”

Rita Rudner

Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Protect Your Retirement Assets With
Long Term Care Insurance.
(Includes Home Health Care)

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

3313 Memorial Parkway

#123

Huntsville, AL. 35801
at Lincoln Center

Coming in February - “Always...Patsy Cline” written by

Ted Swindley

Evening shows at 8 pm: Feb. 6,7,12,13,14 - One matinee
on: Sunday, Feb. 8 at 2:30 pm - Valentine’s Day dinner

hill 1?

theatre on: Feb. 13 & 14 - 6:45 pm

In celebration of Black History Month: “Timepiece”
- Lily had a secret she could never share., by Kay
Kuhlmann - Friday, Feb. 6 at 6:30 pm with dinner 1

1216 Meridian St. - can 536-3117 to

reserve your tickets.
Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Phone
(256) 882 761

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

2703 University Drive - 534-6000


http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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tened to and watched their inter-
pretations of what was happen-
ing. In reality, | know for certain,
that the days were not as unim-
portant as we must have thought
they were. Our whole structure
of government was changing al-
most hourly. The world watched
to see what the United States did
and how we did it. Very little was
known about the impact Lyndon
B. Johnson would make as the
next president and all that he
would have to face. People talked
about how Kennedy had stood
up to the Russians and made
them back down in Cuba. The
Bay of Pigs was discussed but the
significance of it was not under-
stood.

Johnson’s background and
family were explained to those of
us who hardly knew him. He had
been a background player in the

| don't make snowmen. If |
wanted to hang around with a
cold man with slush for
brains, I'd still be married.

Maxine

Kennedy government. John and
Robert were the ones who cap-
tured all the news. It was as if
the Attorney General was more
important than the Vice-Presi-
dent. The world watched
Kennedy’s casket being loaded
onto the airplane in Dallas. We
watched the funeral, and
watched Jon-Jon salute the cas-
ket while Caroline and Jackie
Kennedy stood by in black. We
saw the riderless horse march
through the streets of Washing-
ton, D.C. We watched and some
cried. That was about all we
could do.

Kennedy will always be the
youthful president to us. He will
eternally be a symbol of our Six-
ties’ generation. He will remain
a symbol of progress and our
great expectations and our new
frontier.

November 24 - Other events
followed fast and furious after
Oswald’s arrest. | was in church
when Jack Ruby killed Oswald.
I remember seeing the bulletin
about the shooting when | re-
turned from church and walked
into the living room and turned

on the television. |1 felt like | had
missed something by not seeing
the killing on live TV It was mor-
bid, feeling that something was
missed by not seeing one man
take another man’s life on live
television. The live coverage was
missed, but we watched the re-
plays for the rest of the day.

On that Sunday Huntsville's

IFirst Baptist
UTn Church

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

t earthstone Assisted Living at Byrd Springs offers affordable, yet
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churches were filled with prayers
for the past and new presidents
and for the country in general.
Catholics, Christians, and Jews
all united for the same reasons.
It didn't matter whether they
were in church, synagogue, or at
home, they prayed for our future.

| spent most ofthe day watch-
ing the events on television, do-
ing nothing special that can be
recalled. We all got to stay up
later than normal that Sunday
night, because the next day’s
school had been cancelled. Itwas
a night of meditation and won-
dering.

Have you ever wondered
why there is an
expiration date on
sour cream?

- Niles Howard

Raids Near Depot
from 1911 newspaper

At about 11 o'clock yester-
day City Police Bullard and
Carmichael raided two soft
drink establishments on
Church street near the South-
ern depot. At the establish-
ment said to be operated by
Tom Mason, quite a quantity
of wet goods were found.
Later Mr. Mason was arrested
and placed under bond. At
the other establishment Bob
Edmondson, a clerk, was ar-
rested and placed under
bond. Their cases will be
tried before Mayor Smith to-
morrow morning at 9 am.

Fair Rates
For A Doctor

As settlers poured into Madi-
son County the need for adequate
medical care became a major con-
cern. Most of the early pioneers
depended on home remedies, su-
perstitions and a bit of good luck to
see them through their ills. Unfor-
tunately, many of the doctors of the
day were not much better.

The first doctor to ever adver-
tise his services in Huntsville was
Dr. William Turner who moved here
from Knoxville, Tenn. In 1825 his
rates, as advertised were: Riding
per mile - 25 cents each way plus
one dollar per visit; Bloodletting -
50 cents; Pull tooth - 50 cents; Mid-
wife service - $10.

Dr. Turner also offered to
cure the following diseases; Can-
cer - $10 to $20; Consumption -
$100; Syphilis - $20 and Rheuma-
tism - $50.
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A Tale of
Two Friends

Earl Frazier and J. B. Webb
had a strange relationship. They
were good friends and spent
much time in one another’s com-
pany. They shared the same
friends and had even once talked
about opening up a garage to-
gether. Unfortunately, J. B. Webb
was abootlegger and Earl Frazier
was a deputy sheriff whose job
was to put bootleggers out of
business.

Needless to say, Huntsville in
the 1950s and ’'60s was a much
different place than today. It was
still a small rural community,
where everyone knew everyone
and a man’s word was his bond.

J. B. Webb’s bootlegging en-
terprise operated out of an old
frame house off Monroe Street.
It was reported that he began the

first “curb service” in Huntsville.
A customer could pull into an
alley next to J. B.’'s house, blow
his horn and someone would
take his order. Webb stocked a
wide variety of beers, whiskeys
and an occasional jar of moon-
shine, all ofwhich found a ready
market among Huntsville’s citi-
zens.

Webb and Frazier had been
friends for years when Webb
heard the new sheriff was look-
ing for another deputy. Imme-
diately he sent word to the sher-
iff, recommending Frazier for the
position. Earl Frazier was well
qualified for the job. He was hon-
est, a native of Huntsville and
above all, a man whose physical
size demanded instant respect
from any would-be law breakers.

The same day after being
sworn in as Madison County’s
newest deputy, Earl stopped by
to express his thanks to J. B.
After exchanging greetings, the
two men sat down at the kitchen
table to enjoy a drink and talk of
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old times, much in the same
manner they had done for years.

Their conversation was inter-
rupted, however, by the loud
blowing of a car horn in the alley
next door. Webb disappeared
outside, took the order and then
came back in the house to get the
merchandise.

“l wish you hadn't done that,”
drawled the deputy as he
watched Webb retrieve two
bottles of whiskey from the cup-
board.

“Why?” replied Webb, not re-
ally paying attention.

“Cause now | got to arrest
you for selling.”

Strange as it may seem to
people today, Earl had sworn to
uphold the law regardless of his
personal friendships. Even
stranger was the fact that J. B.
respected him for it.

Arriving at the jail and pre-
paring to make bond, Webb re-
alized he had no money with
him. Frazier immediately loaned
him the required amount.

Periodically, just before elec-
tions or holidays, Huntsville’'s
finest would stage raids on the
community’s bootleggers.
Though it was a nuisance, J. B.
Webb accepted it as the cost of
doing business. One time how-
ever, he received a tip about an
impending raid that worried
him. He had just received three
cases of an expensive Scotch,
part of his Christmas stock and
could not afford to have it con-
fiscated.

Hurriedly placing the liquor
in the back of his pink con-

702 Pratt Ave.

vertible, he drove to Earl’'s house
where he hid it inside of a shed
behind the house. If the neigh-
bors saw him they paid no atten-
tion as Earl and J. B., were con-
tinuously borrowing lawn mow-
ers and tools from one another.
Just like clockwork, the po-
lice arrived the next week and
raided the premises. After they
left, Webb sat down at the table
to have a drink when Earl
walked in carrying a package.
‘J. B.” He said. “l just wanted
to come by early and give you
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your Christmas present.”

The old bootlegger, after ex-
pressing his thanks, opened the
package to reveal a bottle of ex-
pensive, aged Scotch. Touched by
his friend’s generosity, Webb
asked, “Where did you ever find
such good Scotch?”

“Oh, it's nothing,” the deputy
replied. “l was cleaning out my
woodshed the other day and |
found a few cases | must have
forgot about, so | figured I'd give
them for Christmas presents.”
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News From
The
Homefront

Huntsville Daily Confeder-
ate, Feb. 13, 1864

From Jackson County, Ala-
bama. Recent advises from Jack-
son County, Ala., represent the
terrible devastation throughout
the county, except where there
are mountain defiles and fast-
nesses favorable for guerrilla op-
erations. We are told that Maj.
Lemuel G. Mead is operating in
that county with five companies,
and with good effect — that he,
recently, captured and brought
out 20 prisoners. He remains
with his men in the county and
subsists them there, at points,
where it would be dangerous for
the Yankees to travel and they are
discreet enough not to attempt
it. There are three Tory compa-
nies there — one raised in Jack-
son County, the Captain ofwhich
is Ephraim Latham, who de-
serted from the 50th Ala. in
which he held the rank of Lieu-

tenant, about a year ago. The
other two companies are from
DeKalb County, Alabama. The
Yankees feel contempt for them
and stigmatize them as the 1st
Alabama Tory Battalion. We are
told that one of the miscreants -
Sample by name - not long since,

breaking it. The Courthouse and
all of the block on the West side
ofthe Square, in Bellefonte, have
been burnt by the Yankees. One
of the parties from whom we get
our information represents that
he was wunder arrest at
Stevenson.

went to the
house of Elias
Barbour, a
true South-
erner, and
beat Mrs.
Barbour with
a hickory
with, and only
desisted
when her
daughter,
very hero-
ically, seized
an axe and
drove him off.
We are also
told that an
old “Rebel”
woman, living
mMmear
Bellefonte,
was struck by
a Yankee,
with a stick,
on the back of
her neck,
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Mountain
of Health

Supposedly, in the early
1800s, a Cherokee Indian
brave and a young white man
were rivals for the affection
ofa Cherokee maiden named
Monte. When the settler dis-
covered his rival had actually
proposed marriage, he
shouted out “Monte say no!”
The sound echoed across the
mountain, and folks then and
there decided that’'s what the
mountain should be called.

Though the story makes
for an endearing legend,
nothing could be further from
the truth.

Actually Virginia-born Dr.
Thomas Fearn, a cousin of
Robert E. Lee, named our
mountain Monte Sano. Fearn
had studied medicine in both
London and Paris, and monte
sano means “mountain of
health” in Italian.

Old Tyme
Superstitions

* If you drop a fork, a very
desirable man will come to visit
you.

e A handful of pumpkin
seeds eaten every day will help
prevent prostate problems.

* If you drop a spoon, a
woman will come to visit you.

* If a bird flies into your
house a death will occur.

« If you sweep under
someone’s feet, they will never
marry.

* Set in a silver ring, a dia-
mond prevents insomnia. Also,
the wearer will be protected from
nightmares.

* According to gem thera-

If a man has recently married,
he must not be sent to war or
have any other duty laid on
him. For one year he is to be
free to stay at home and bring
happiness to the wife he has
married.

Deuteronomy 24:5 - the Bible
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pists, the turquoise is said to
increase its owner’s sexual drive.

* When your palm itches, you
will come into some money.

« Ifyou know a sleepwalker,
place awet piece of carpet by his/
her bed. The second their feet
touch it, they will awaken.

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE
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legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Whitesburg,
Alabama

by Jack Harwell

About the time that the town
of Huntsville was being laid out
early in the last century, other
settlements were springing up all
over the county. These were gen-
erally located along well-travelled
routes that brought the new mi-
grants into northern Alabama
from the large population cen-
ters to the east. A large number
of these arrived from Virginia,
entering Alabama by way of the
old Winchester road.

By 1810 there was a long
string of settlers’ homes stretch-
ing from the Briar Fork of the
Flint River, between Huntsville
and New Market, southward al-
most to the river. The area near
the river was not well populated,
partly due to its proximity to the
Indian lands, which still in-
cluded what is now the south-
eastern corner of Madison
County.

One of the first of those who
were willing to make their home
on the river was John Ditto, who
for a number of years operated
the river landing at that location
that bore his name. The Ten-
nessee River was a popular route
for merchants and travellers,
and Ditto’s business did well.

About the time that John
Ditto was running his riverside
trading post, James White came
to Huntsville. Like many trans-

planted Eastern-
ers, White had
money and was
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Flint River (it was extended to the
Paint Rock, its current align-
ment, in 1836). John Ditto’s old
trading post became a real town,
and it was incorporated by the
legislature two days before
Christmas 1824. The town was
named Whitesburg for the man
who owned the land where itwas
located.

The borders of Whitesburg
correspond roughly to the limits
ofthe marina and park which are
located there today. The town
was located at the southern ter-
minus of the highway to Nash-
ville, and that and its proximity
to the river brought in a consid-
erable amount of traffic.

In the days before trucks and
trains, the rivers bore much of
the nation’s commerce, and
many flatboats laden with Ala-
bama cotton stopped at Whites-
burg on their way to New Or-
leans. Often these boats would
take on “shoals pilots” at Whites-
burg, who would guide the craft
through the treacherous Muscle
Shoals down river. Once calmer
water was reached, the regular
pilot would take over and the
shoals pilot would be put ashore,
to return home on foot. This long
walk from Muscle Shoals to
Whitesburg (or, in some cases,
Decatur) was not considered ex-
ceptionally tiresome at that time;
many of the river pilots who ac-
companied their boats down the
Mississippi would return home
the same way, up the Natchez
Trace. Richard Anderson, a long-
time river pilot and resident of
Huntsville, is said to have walked
from Huntsville to Whitesburg
every day - before breakfast.

Whitesburg, and other com-
munities on the Tennessee, re-
mained largely unchanged for
many years, even in wartime.
Unlike some parts of Madison
County, Whitesburg was rela-
tively quiet during the Civil War.
Occasionally Southern soldiers
and sympathizers would
smuggle arms and troops across
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the river to the Union-occupied
north bank under cover of dark-
ness. Federal troops confiscated
all ferry craft when they could
find them. Records show that a
skirmish took place at
Whitesburg on May 29, 1862, but
provide no details.

For most of a century after
the war, Whitesburg remained a
quiet little village, like many oth-
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Whitesburg, and children might
have to travel a mile or more to
reach one of the one-room
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the first public school he at-
tended, in a log cabin heated by
awood stove. “We children would
go out in [the] woods, chop a
tree, cut itup,” wrote C.D. Hobbs
in 1962. “That was our fuel.” The
seats, he wrote, were boxes, and
the desks were “split logs with
pegs in them.”

With the opening of the Clay
Bridge in 1931, the character of
Whitesburgwas permanently al-
tered. No longer was it the end
of the line.

But if Whitesburg was
doomed, its name would live on.
The bridge became known as
“the Whitesburg bridge.” When a
second span was completed in
the 1960s to carry south-bound
traffic, it became the Whitesburg
bridge, too.

Today the Huntsville-Madi-
son County Marina occupies the
land where the town once stood.

Court Orders
Wife To Stay
Home

from 1909 newspaper

Decatur Ala. - Thirty times
Mrs. Aaron Ridenour left her
husband; twenty nine times he
induced her to return; nine times
she had him arrested.

This was the family record
disclosed when the wife filed a
desertion and nonsupport suit.

Just how the judge felt about
it was indicated when he ordered
Mrs. Ridenour to pay all the
costs of the suit and to go home,
stay there, and to take care of her
husband.

There is sure to be more to
this story later.
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“The pedestrian had no idea
which way to go, so | ran over
him.”

On Arab traffic accident report
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Letters From
Over There

Nov. 1, 1918

My dear Brother,

Will try and write you a few
lines to let you know | am well.
Just got back from the front, was
up for twenty five days. Sure had
some hard fighting. We captured
close to three thousand prison-
ers and killed quite a few. The
machine bullets were pretty
thick and | was lucky to get by
without a scratch.

We have to drill when we are
not fighting so you see | won't get
much rest until the war is over. |
think | may get a seven day pass
soon. | received your letter dated
Sept. 15. Sure was glad to hear
from you and glad that you all
were well and glad too you had a
good crop. Sure wish | was there
to help you save your crop, that
sure would be easy for me now.

Well, the way things look now,
the war will be over soon, and |
will get to come home and be
with you next spring. That will
be the happiest day of my life. |
sure have had enough of the
army. It is HELL. | think | have
walked all over France. Been
walking ever since | got off the
ship. France is not as pretty ofa
country as people there think. It
is about a thousand years behind
the times. | sure will have a lot
to tell you when | get home. Well
I have to close for now. Paper is
very scarce. | wantyou to see that
old Santa Claus remembers little
Clifton for me and kiss him for
me. | know he is a fine boy by
this time.

With Lots of love to all,

Walter Davis

June 30, 1918,
Mr. Tom Mason

Huntsville, Ala.

My dear Mr. Mason, Itis with
utmost regret that | inform you
that your son, James T. Mason,
Company D, 167 Infantry, was
killed in action against enemy
troops by high explosive, June
1, 1918.

| realize the irreparable loss
in this sacred offering to the
cause we all feel is so right and
just, and hope that it may be of
some consolation to you to know
that your son fulfilled with that
splendid spirit and determina-
tion so characteristic of the
American soldier his great part
in this terrible drama. His
memory will never be forgotten
by his comrades.

A beautiful custom has been
inaugurated here in France for
the care of the resting places of
our fallen comrades. Each grave
is enclosed in a lattice-work
fence and the enclosure planted
with flowers. French children
tend the graves and their inno-
cent hands garnish the mound

Old Huntsville page 31

where your boy sleeps.

Please accept my deepest
condolences.

Very Sincerely,

Major General C.T. Mendher

Oct. 22, 1918

Mr. J.A. Ellet,

Owens Cross Roads

Dear Sir,

Your son (Jesse J. Ellet) has
asked me to write a few lines as
his right arm was amputated
near the shoulder. The left arm
also has a couple of wounds but
not serious. They are healing fine
and he is feeling good. You know
wounds in the arms do not
hinder walking and that helps a
lot. We get the best of care from
the nurses and doctors. | expect
he will start to the States within
a few weeks. Will close with best
regards.

Yours Truly,

V 1. McLain
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Memories of
Tillman Hill

originally published in 1995

The old two-story house that
was built in the late 1800s at the
corner of Oak and Half Street
that was later renamed St. Clair
and Gallatin Street was to serve
a lot of people in many different
ways. It brought a lot of happi-
ness, sorrow, joy, fun, health,
comfort, and death.

In 1904 the City of Huntsville
found themselves in possession
of this house, whose late owner
Mollie Teal was alleged to have
been a well-known Madam of a
Sporting House. Despite her pur-
ported reputation, she was obvi-
ously public-spirited and gener-
ous so she was specific in her will
that the house was to be used for
a public school or a hospital. In
1904, the City of Huntsville, with
a lot of help from some ladies in
town, opened a hospital and it
stayed a hospital until 1926. The
hospital on Whitesburg Drive
was built and then the old hos-
pital was turned into an apart-
ment house. It was used as an
apartment house and rooming
house until sometime during
World War II.

During the war it became the
Harlem Club. Jesse Smith, who
had a bootleg cafe on Meridian
Street, opened it up as a black

nightclub. | have already said
that the old house had brought
a lot of different things to a lot of
people. Well it brought death to
Jesse Smith on the morning of
September 5, 1945. Henry
White, a 29 year old former em-
ployee of Smith’s, was said to
have ended the cafe and road-
house operator's colorful career
with two blasts from a double
barrel shot gun fired as Smith
was entering the Harlem Club at
about 7:00 in the morning, of

which he was now the late owner.

This also brought the end to
the old house. After the killing,
the law came down on the club
and after having been raided
many times, it closed. About that
time, Community Development
came in and rebuilt that part of
town.

As the war raged in the South
Pacific, there was another war
raging in Madison County. Just
as President Truman'’s order to
drop the A bomb on Japan had

Lily FlaggS
SUPPLY

A Complete Hardware Store Serving Your

Household and Business Needs

Located in the community
that the famous Jersey cow,
Miss Lily, made famous over
100 years ago!

Ifyou're not sure, ask for Johnny Brewer!

Pine Crest Estate
AHOME FORADULTSWITH DEMENTIA

State licensed for magnetic door and gate locks
Positive security for persons who wander
Licensed nurse administers all medication
Registered nurse overnight
Home style environment - 16 beds

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811 - 256-851-9161



ended the War, Henry White, ac-
cording to the newspaper, with a
12 gauge double barrel shotgun,
ended the Roadhouse War in
Madison County, when he alleg-
edly shot Jesse Smith on the
morning of September 5, 1945.

There had been several
shootings and Kkillings between
roadhouse operators in the last
years. J.C. Bounds, who ran
White Castle, a roadhouse on
Meridianville Pike, was killed
and nobody was ever convicted
of his killing. There were two or
three other people who were shot
and to my knowledge, nobody
was ever convicted.

In the last eight months be-
fore Henry White allegedly killed
Jesse Smith, Jesse was tried
three times for murder and all
three times there was a hungjury.
The last trial that ended in a hung
jury was on August 27, 1945.
Henry was tried in February of
1946. He was brought into the
courtroom on a stretcher. He was
reported to have tuberculosis.

Henry White was brought to
court again in May of 1946. The
first trial was a mistrial. In May
he appeared in court looking
healthier and sat at the table dur-
ing the trial. He was found not
guilty. After all the killings and
trials were over, the D.A., came
down on all the roadhouses. The
Sheriff was raiding them very
often and they began to close
down and the War in Madison
County was over.

I used to shine shoes in Jesse
Smith’s cafe inside and outside
ofthe cafe. He always treated me
good. | know his wife and her
Mother and Daddy. Her Daddy
ran a kindling and wood yard on
Dallas Ave. and | have worked for
him, splitting kindling at the
wood yard. So | kept up with the
killings and trials very close. It
seemed like | knew everybody
that was involved in this, but |
was too young to really know
what was going on.

The last time | saw Jesse, to
my remembrance, Grady
Baswell from Lincoln and one
of my cousins and myself went
into Broadway’s Place, a
restaurant. Grady and my
cousin were both a few years
older than me. Broadway’s had
marble-top tables.

We came into the cafe and
Jesse was standing at the cash
register talking to Mr. Broadway.
By this time, Jesse had a real
bad name and people did not
want to make him mad. Grady
was mean and would fight with
a circle saw and caused trouble
about everywhere he went. Jesse
had a felt hat on and wore it
pulled down over one eye, as was
the fashion at this time.

The three of us walked to the
back ofthe
dining
room and
started to
set down,
vwhen
Grady
hollered,
‘Hell Fire,
there is
Jdesse
Smith,”
and then
turned
over one of
the marble
topped
tables. You
can imag-
ine  how
loud it was
when it hit
the tile
floor. My
cousin and
myself hit
the floor. |
wvwould
have run if
I had not
been too
frightened
to. Grady
jumped
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down behind the table and
started to act like he was shoot-
ing a gun at Jesse. He did not
have a gun and was pointing his
finger at Jesse and saying
‘BANG, BANG.” We laid there a
few minutes, then looked up and
Jesse was smiling.

| have never in my life, before
or after that, been as happy to see
a man smile!

A Full Size Pillow Top

Mattress Set
All New In Plastic with
Warranty - $110.00

can deliver

256-509-7512

SOUTHERLANDS
PHOTO

Digital Photo
Restoration

BRING IN YOUR OLD OR
DAMAGED PHOTOGRAPH
FOR AN ESTIMATE
2357 WHITESBURG DR.

539-9627
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News From The Year 1916

United States Invaded by
Mexican Pancho Villa

Columbus, N.M, - A Mexican
revolutionary army, led by
Pancho Villa, has crossed the
border at Columbus, New
Mexico.

Rampant looting and out-
right banditry preceded the army
of almost 600 men as they
swarmed across the Rio Grande.
At least 12 ranches have been
robbed and their buildings put
to the torch.

Though preliminary reports
are sketchy at this time it ap-
pears the operation was carefully
planned. Small groups of 15-20
men snuck across the border
first, cutting telegraph wires and
sealing off the roads leading into
and out of Columbus. As the
main army approached Colum-
bus it became evident that resis-
tance was futile against the
heavily armed band of maraud-
ers.

There is no report on the
numbers of lives lost though it

INTIMATE

504 Jordan Ln. NW, Suite F
Preston Plaza
Corner of Jordan & Holmes

has been confirmed that the two
banks in Columbus, along with
all the other businesses, were
looted of their cash and weap-
ons.

First reaction from Washing-
ton was one of shock with a
promise of swift retaliation.

Polio Discovered
in Maysville

Dr. L. W. Howard has con-
firmed that a new and dread-
ful disease has been identified
in Maysville.

Nettie Preston, the two
year old daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Will Preston, was diag-
nosed yesterday as having
polio.

Though two other cases
have been reported in other
parts of the state, this is the
first confirmed case in North
Alabama.

LINGERIE

Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm

539-9106

Wilson Urges
World Peace

Washington - President Wil-
son called tonight for creation of
a league of nations to keep peace
in the world once the war in Eu-
rope has ended. The president’s
proposal was made in a speech
to the League to Enforce Peace.

Saying that rule by force
should end, President Wilson
maintained that the United
States would be willing to join in
an organization that would pro-
tect all small countries from ag-
gression and stop wars begun in
violation of treaties. The world,
Wilson said, has a right to live in
peace.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Water Extractions



Tragic Fire Ravages Ringling
Brothers Circus - Horses Killed

Huntsville - What started as
a day of merriment for people
attending the Ringling Brothers
Circus here quickly turned into
tragedy as flames swept the com-
pound.

Over 600 people were on the
circus grounds when a fire, ap-
parently caused by a carelessly
discarded cigarette, and fueled
by high winds, swept through the
grounds.

The main damage was con-
centrated near the stock pens
where immense quantities offod-
der had been stowed for the live-
stock.

The stock handlers, who had
been prepared for such an emer-
gency, immediately began blind
folding the horses and leading
them to safety.

Though there is no report of
human casualties, 37 horses
burned to death in the confla
garation. Scores more were se-
verely injured.

Several of Huntsville’s doc-
tors were pressed into service in
an attempt to save the injured
animals but in many cases itwas
too late. Shots rang out through
the day as more of the animals
were put out of their misery.

A spokesman from Ringling
Brothers Circus stated the show

will continue its run here in
Huntsville with no interruption of
scheduled shows. Agents for the
circus are already in negotiations
with local livestock dealers to re-
place the horses.

The fiery blaze, and the
smoke, was seen all across the
county.

Citizens in New Hope, upon
seeing the smoke, immediately
raised a contingent of volunteers
and dispatched them to
Huntsville.

Ford To Unvell
$250 Auto

Detroit - The horse and
buggy days may be ending for
many people when the new $250
touring automobiles roll off the
Ford Motor Co.’s assembly lines.

The rollback in prices, in the
works for several years, could in-
crease dramatically the Ford
share of the automobile market
and open the way for perhaps
one million new car owners who
currently travel by horse-drawn
vehicles. The effect of the
cheaper models is expected to be
felt primarily on the nation’s
farms and in small towns.

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Hams - Fresh Fruit Baskets for any occasion

Winter produce - Greens
All types fruits and nuts.

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville
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larathoi™
Painting

Free Estimates

E&SISZ Licensed St Insured

" References
We Specialize in Historic Homes

John M. Bzdell 326-8053

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden SuDDlies

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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- When planning your meal,
presentation is very important.
Visualize how the food will look
on the plate - try for contrasting
colors and textures. Certain flow-
ers can enhance any meal.

- Save all kinds of leftover
bread - bagels, rolls, biscuits,
crackers, breads - and grind
them to very fine crumbs in your
processor or blender. Freeze in
freezer bags and use for stuffings
and toppings. Add a touch of
garlic powder or onion powder
to spice it up.

- Stop a runny nose by add-
ing 3-4 drops of Tabasco sauce
to a glass of water and drinking
it all down.

- Want to control that sweet
tooth? Dissolve 1 teaspoon of
baking soda in a glass of warm
water and rinse out your mouth.
Spit out the water, don't swallow.
The explanation of this has to do
with the stimulation of the hy-
pothalamus, arousing the papil-
lae, releasing saliva and along
with it, the sweets craving. In
minutes, you will be able to con-
trol that craving.

- If you are wearing your
favorite perfume and want to
smell it all day, put just a dab
under your nose before you leave

“She is numb from her
toes down.”
On patient hospital chart

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC~

for work.

- Peeled garlic cloves, sub-
merged in wine, can be safely
stored in the fridge and used as
long as no mold appears on the
surface of the wine.

- If you change the water ev-
ery three to four days, aspara-
gus will keep fresh for as long as
two weeks.

- Keep four or five different
kinds of nuts in your freezer for
drop-in guests. ‘Jump-fry” them
in a hissing-hot nonstick skillet
with a touch of butter, sea salt
and ground hot red pepper.

- Wrap your grater with plas-
tic food wrap when grating cit-
rus zest from lemons, limes or
ginger. The zest will cling to the
wrap when you pull it off.

- The fastest way to crush ber-
ries for a crisp or pie is with a
potato masher.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust"

If You Are Tired of living with back pain

Get your life back with 86% effective non-surgical DTS Therapy

For the treatment of Degenerative Disc Disease, bulging disc, low
back pain, radiating leg pain, Sciatica

Call (256-534-6792 Jfor a private SCREENING to see ifyou qualify

Preferred Doctor’s For Blue Cross & Mail Handlers

Sponsored by the Alabama Chiropractic Back Pain Clinic
4835 Sparkman Dr.
Huntsville, Al 35810

No representataion is made that the quality of services to be performed is
greater than the quality of chiropractic services performed by others

Over 32 years experience. Certified by State Board of Education
Insurance reduction approved

Senior Refresher Courses Available

The Perfect Gift For Grandchildren!
Owned & Operated by Clifford Sims
Mon. thru Sat. 9-5

256-722-5566


members.aol.com/drivingwithsims
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Call 880-4131
for more information

Complete itineraries available.
Springtime in New Orleans April 15 -18
Thunder Over Louisville April 16 -18
Reflections of Italy* wmay 17-26
Western Round Up  June 9-21
Alaskan Cruise* July 14 - 25
Canada's Atlantic Coast* August 11-20
Cavalcade of Comedy August 11-15
American Queen Cruise September 6 -13
Fall Foliage Cruise*  October 10 -21
Senior Friends Convention - San Diego* Nov. 5-9
Kentucky Christmas Treat November 30 - December 1

Lone Star Texas Adventure December 11-16

Nndicates air travelfrom Huntsville.
Motorcoach travel on all other trips.

Senior Friends
Crestwood Medical Center
www.crestwoodmedcenter.com


http://www.crestwoodmedcenter.com
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I, being one of the younger
boys, officiated as mill boy, at
first accompanied by an older
brother or a Negro man or boy,
but as | grew older, | frequently
made the trip alone, Men now
living in this country, in 1880,
can have but little conception of
the richness and beauty of the
region between Brownsboro and
Huntsville. With the exception of
the mountain spur known as
Cedar Ridge and then covered
with a thick growth of stately ce-
dars, it was one continued grove
of magnificent populate inter-
spersed in the lowlands with
oak, walnut, and hickory. It was
a case of survival of the fittest for
there was little or no under-
growth and the forest titans had
reserved so much space for light
and ventilation that where not
prostrated by storms, wagons
could be easily driven anywhere
over the woods and in riding
through the beautiful open for-
est, a deer on the run could be
seen for a quarter of a mile
through the forest avenues.
Roads then were not so neces-
sary as at present when the un-
dergrowth prevents driving and
frequently riding through the for-

Spopi's MJJreads
and Jagels

Fresh Bagels, Muffins, Croissants,
Danish, Cinnamon Rolls
and Bread

Breakfast & Lunch
Served Daily

Acrossfrom Grissom High

7900 Bailey Cove Blvd.

Tel. 256-883-7377 Fax 256-882-7977

ests, The mountain was rather
difficult, especially on the east-
ern side,

The path wound among low
jagged cliffs of limestone and it
took experienced steering at
some points to prevent our meal
bags from coming in rude con-
tact with the sharp socks loom-

ing up on each aide of the trail.
At this time, but little impression
had been made on the unbroken
forest east of the mountain.
There was a house at the
Nuchols Spring near Cedar Ridge
and some two or three alone the
base of Monte Sano, near the cool
sparkling springs on the south
side of the Moore plantation.
From Huntsville to the mountain
top was one unbroken forest with
small clearings made south ofthe
road, one by Moses Vincent at
Underwoods and another near

“Old Tyme Friendly Service”

717 Pratt Ave. NE

Open 8 AM -10PM - 7 days a week

Prescriptions Compounded Computerized Profilesw?,
BellSouth Payment Center
* One Hour Photo *
US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
(256)539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-2012

A Discount

Store With Servicel

Don’'t go through all this trouble...

...we'll help sell your house right where it is!

Mark Fortson - (256) 679-1772 Cell
(256) 489-4010 Office

John Fortson 468-0276 - David Metcalf 468-9752 - Asha Gulati 457-4357
Cher Andrews 426-2295 - SabrinaWalls 656-0538 - Kennedy Brown 289-1306

American Heartland
Real Estate

suwynnDr.
Huntsvme, al 35305

American Heartland
Real Estate



the old Calhoun quarters.

There were a few straggling
log cabins on the path from
Steele's corner out as far as the
Fleming place and several new
houses among the trees from
Holmes Street down Green
Street towards the pike, from
Steel's corner the road wound
around a large pond where the
water stayed all summer and
which was full of green briars
and old stumps and logs to
where the ground began to rise
into a considerable knoll where
the court house stands. Here
stood at that time a little frame
building used as a court house,
and another north ofit for ajail,
which in a year or two were re-
placed by brick buildings which
were a source of wonder to the
young natives.

A trip to Huntsville mill was
a great holiday for the boys, as
some times a dozen or more
would come together. In the
crowd was generally some older
person who could put up sacks
for unfortunate boys who were
dragged off by the rocks or sap-
lings, and needles and thread
also were forthcoming for re-
pairs in case of damage.

We generally started at sun-
rise or before and reached our

“Dogs come when they’re
called; cats take a
message and get back to
you later.”

Maria Blackstone

"Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get

destination in two or three hours,
and as we tarried until all had
obtained their grist, we reached
home near nightfall. Thus we
managed to spend the great or
part of the day in town and no
exposition of the present civilized
period ever delighted our souls
as did the wonders of the new
and growing little city. We wan-
dered around the spring cliffs
and waded in the wide and slug-
gish waters it the swamp below.
Somebody had started a tan-yard
ust below the spring at the foot
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of the hill and the making of
leather was a revelation to us.

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes. We also buy

/Keystone

'\ retirement
COMMUNITY

Ease - Comfort - Value

No monthly assessments or additional chargesfor increased
levels ofcare, afeature unique to Greystone Retirement Community

ALL INCLUSIVE MONTH TO MONTH RENTALS INCLUDE

* 24 Hour On Site Staff
* Medication Monitoring
* Housekeeping/Laundry

your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1

Bowling Center In Huntsville

QBQ H® BE

* 3 Home Cooked Meals Daily
* Full Activities Program
* Scheduled Transportation

For Your Personal
Tour Please Call

880-1101

4200 Chris Drive
Huntsville, Al 35802

* Snack Bar
* Cosmic Birthday Parties
T Group Rates < Pro Shop
$ Bowling Instruction Available

% Youth & Seniors Programs

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW
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Then came the brickyard and
brick laying, and the carpenters
and masons at work, and there
was also a cotton gin run by Dr.
Moore and a distillery above the
Mill, owned by Jas. Clemens.

As evening approached we
set out in time to reach home
before nightfall and turning
round the cedar ridge and cir-
cling round the point we would
frequently hear the scream ofthe
catamounts that infested the
rough and honeycombed rocks
coveringthe upper ridge, and lis-
tened to many, blood curdling
stories of adventurous hunters
who had encountered wild
beasts in their lairs up in the
black cedar glades.

Huntsville had grown to a
town of seven or eight hundred
inhabitants and was driving a
profitable trade with the Indians,
among whom even at that time
civilization was advancing. But
many who bought land at the
land sales of 1809 delayed bring-

ing their families to the new ter-
ritory at a time when the temper
of the Indians was unsettled and
war appeared probable. But the
settlers were not easily intimi-
dated by fear of Indian hostili-
ties.

A large part of them had
come from Georgia and Tennes-
see where there had been con-
tinual hostilities between the
races until the beginning of the
present century and the rising
generation who had heard their
fathers fight their battles over
again longed for an opportunity
to emulate their deeds. Butwith
the year 1811, from some cause
not then explained, the appre-
hension of Indian hostilities
seems to have passed away and
settlers began pouring into the
country.

East of Flint River, out to-
ward Hurricane Creek, a large
colony of Germans were locating,
among them was Jacab Derrick,
a wealthy man who bought large

~OODY ANDERSON

Showroom

HOME OF THE HEXT F'150

www.woodyandersonford.com

2500 Jordan Lane

Huntsville, Al

256-539-9441

MORE FOR LESS...

Rental

Service & Parts

bodies of land near the Indian
boundary. In 1809, Jehu and
John Lawler, John Lamberson,
Henry Harless and Richard
Pockruss and John Paseur

Buying or Selling a house?
Let Bill get it done!

F.N. (Bill) Sefton, CRS,GRI
Broker Associate

Office: (256) 881-9676
Fax: (256) 882-0604
Pager: (256) 535-1843

Email: bsefton@benporter.com

3409 S. Memorial Parkway
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Hours

Mon-Fri
Sat 8-7

8-8

Mon-Fri
Sat 7"3

7-6

Mon-Fri 7-6
Sat 7-12


mailto:bsefton@benporter.com
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whose descendants scattered
over North Alabama and many
of whom now comprise some of
the best citizens of Madison
County. John Brown purchased
a large tract of land near
Browsboro, built a mill on Flint
River and gave his name to the
old village.

The old town was laid offinto
lots and in the year 1812 it was
second to Huntsville in popula-
tion and importance. Its popu-
lation increased rapidly and it
was the headquarters ofthe Flint
River Navigation Company that
at an early day shipped cotton
and produce down the Flint river.

A large settlement soon gath-
ered around the village among
whom were the Hewletts,
McCartneys, Lambersons,
Taylors, Peeveys, Massingales,
Browns, Lawlers, Cottons,
Scotts, Jordans, and Derricks
who rapidly cleared and opened
for cultivation the fine fertile
lands on the sides of the Flint.
The settlement extended up the
river to Three Forks, where
Haughton's Mill was erected and
where the second voting place in
the County was established.

Everyone lived in log houses
of various grades from the
humble cabin daubed with clay
to the hewed log house with

Over 20 Years experience!

Specializing in
Bruce hardwood
floors

Decks - Remodeling - All phases
of carpentry - Free estimates

115 Smith Road
Hazel Green, Al. 35801

plank floors, shingle roof, and
the cracks chinked and finished
off pointed with lime. Lumber
was all sawn at saw pits by hand
and it was a serious task to saw
out the planks for a first class
dwelling. For the accommoda-
tion of my father’s large family,
he built a square log home about
twenty feet square with a side
room. The floor was made of
white ash plant, sawn at a saw
pit, covered with chestnut
shingles, and the house stood
with but little change and with-
out being recovered for near fifty
years. The kitchen and smoke
house and negro cabins were
rude log cabins chinked with clay
and several of them with dirt
floors. East of the house was a
slough or lagoon with many
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springs running into it and some
boiling up from its bottom. The
water in this lagoon was clear
and cold with tupelo trees grown
up in the stream and along its
borders. It was always swarm-
ing with fish and a haul or two
with a seine generally supplied
both white and black with an
ample supply of fine fish.

Seen on a desk in a Huntsville
reception area:

“We shoot every 3rd salemen,
and the 2nd one just left.”

Oil Wells in
Madison County

from 1909 newspaper

E. R. B. Martin and J. K.
Mahan, millionaire natural oil
operators of Pittsburg, PA and
who have options on more than
20,000 acres of oil lands in Madi-
son County, left this afternoon for
their home after spending a few
days here in the interest of their
probable local operations. The
tip was secured by a prominent
business man and friend of the
gentlemen present, that within a
very short time they expect to
simultaneously start the drilling
of 5 to 10 wells near Huntsville.

Classified Ads From 1911

- Visit “Adams” for soft drinks and lunches; also the place “across
the corner.” Both for Gentlemen only.

- Found - Buggy lap robe on Franklin street. Owner retrun to
this office and recover by describing and paying for this advertise-

- New four-room Cottage corner 6th street and Pratt avenue for
rent cheap. Apply to J. E. Pierce

- Take your clothes to the Electric Pressing Parlor - old ones
made good as new. Jefferson street - telephone 66

Jigu Walked
REALTOR*
Licensed for Over 17 Years

(256) 653-3627

230 Hughes Road, Suite C ¢ Madison, AL 35758

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality ofthe legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

Kids Eat
Free

Every Monday night
Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats
free from our new Kkid's menu
with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY . SW 88! -485!

Dine in er cany out 8 our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru 8 our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS 8 HAMPTONS



An Affair
of Honor

The Huntsville Cotton Mill
was created by the efforts of D.
L. Love, a businessman from
Mississippi. Traveling through-
out the Southeast, Love aroused
interest in Huntsville, found sub-
scribers for common stock and
persuaded the City to pass a 10
year exemption on taxes.

As the cotton mill began to
prosper, such was not the case
for its organizing genius. Appar-
ently in his gallivanting around
the country, Love became infatu-
ated with the young, beautiful
Ada Johnson of Huntsville. But
following the demands of a busy
travel schedule, Love did not
press his suit in time. The news-
paper on September 21, 1881
announced the marriage of Ada
Johnson to “Mr. John F. Lanier
of Madison County.” The paper
further commented, “The Hunts-
ville public was greatly surprised
that Miss Ada, whose hand had
been sought by so many suitors,
had at last succumbed to Mr.
Lanier’s offer of marriage.”

None was more surprised
than Mr. Love who, when learn-
ing of the betrothal, lost his tem-
per and sought to avenge his loss
by besmirching her character.

So foul were his accusations
that the young husband did what
honorable young men of breed-
ing were expected to do in such
cases. He went to Greenville,
Mississippi and killed Mr. Love.

Defended by Huntsville Attor-
ney Captain Milton Humes,
young Lanier was completely ex-
onerated. The judge announced
from the bench, “It is my opin-
ion that he did justwhat | or any
other man of honor would do,
and | therefore discharge the
prisoner and bid him go hence
without delay.”
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Cold Drink Stands Busted

The City police and sheriff departments continued their raid on
cold drink stands last night but without the success that yesterday
afternoon brought them. Early in the evening they visited a Wash-
ington street establishment and found nothing. Later, however, they
arrested “Whiskey,” the negro porter at the place on the charge of
violating the prohibition laws. Mr. Carroll and Mr. Burns, the white
men arrested yesterday afternoon, were released. It is suggested
that this will be a “closed” Sunday in Huntsville.

from 1911 Huntsville newspaper

JMInNng Spaces

SCome Siemoieling $ Jltoitions

Custom Kitchens

Glamour Baths £uia
Custom Tile

Custom Built Garages

Custom Trim & Cabinets

Sun Rooms

Patl0S Owner - Dean Sharp

256-990-1101

WI IY should you use premium water
solutions for the whole family?
- A Rainsoft whole house water treatment system enhances the quality of life for you and
%our family-in every room of your home where water is used. The kitchen, where food and
everages are prepared and served. The bathroom, where family members bathe, shower

and shampoo. The laundry area, where you care for your clothes. Why install a RainSoft water
treatment system in your home? The best reason is that there are so many reasons.

- No matter how good your water is at the source, by the time it gets to your home it may
have picked up numerous unwanted minerals, chemical compounds and otner pollutants.

- Costs for bottled water add up over time. And since chances are you’re using this water
only for drinking, the benefits are limited.

- Water that isn’'t softened and conditioned can leave soap and shampoo residue behind,
aggravating dry skin and dry hair problems.

- Minerals and chemical compounds in
your water can damage your pipes, restrict wa-
ter flow and shorten the life of major appliances.

- RainSoft’'s super-sudsing action means
you’ll need less soap, shampoo and detergents
for everything from bathing and doing dishes
and laundry to cleaning.

- Your Rainsoft water treatment system is
built to last and carries a limited lifetime war-
ranty, so you can exclude it from your real es-
tate contract and take it to your next home.


http://www.rainsoft.com
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Carved In Stone

No one remembers what the fight was about. Some accounts
claim it was over property boundaries while others, whispering
quietly so as not to be overheard, said the trouble started over a
woman.

What is known however, is that Curry Turner and A.J. Warren
met on the front porch of a small country store on June 5, 1901.
Harsh words were exchanged and Warren left to go to his buggy.
Perhaps fearing that Warren was going to get a gun, Turner pulled
his own gun and shot him dead. Turner was arrested but was found
innocent after pleading selfdefense. Many people later claimed that
Turner, a wealthy man who owned a gin and grist mill, was found
innocent because of his wealth and standing in the community. If
Turner hoped the controversy would be quickly forgotten, he was
soon to learn different.

Warren’s family, after packing all their worldly belongings in a
wagon, traveled to the nearby graveyard at the Madison Cross Roads
Presbyterian Church where they placed a tombstone on their slain
kin’s grave.

Afterwards they got back in their wagon and continued their
journey. Although they would never return to Madison County they
left behind a grim reminder of their departed kin.

Carved in stone and weathered by age, the words remind every-
one of a bloody encounter on a store’s front porch almost a hun-
dred years ago.

A. J. Warren
Born April 19, 1847
Murdered by Curry Turner June 5, 1901
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Jordon's

Don’t Forget Your
Sweetheart on
Valentine’s Day

~oses & Fresh Plovers
Fruit & Gourmet Baskets
Gift Baskets
Blooming Plants
Potted Bulbs
Balloons & Stuffed Animals

8402 G Vliteslwg Dr.

881-3190

“Coming home, | drove
into the wrong house and
collided with a tree | don't

have.”

On Athens traffic accident

n 1891 Vintage Creations, Inc

by David W. Gordon

* Gurley is still enlarging her

borders. The new bucket factory of MAKERS OF FINE CABINETRY AND STAIRCASES

Vorenburg & Bros, is about com-
pleted. The workmen are putting up

the machinery, and expect to com- 503 EAST ELM STREET ATHENS, AL.

mence the manufacture of Cedar Phone:(256>23fr9779
buckets in a very short time.
It would seem to an ordinary
thinker that there is great room in
the country for cedar bucket facto-

35611
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ries, there are only about 4 in the E m = m

United States and Gurley is in line p O r I u

to be number one in production. Where Memories Are Made!
Mr. Vorenburg is in Boston now Phone (256) 653-8262

in the interest of his business.

* The new Baptist church will Watch for our upcoming Moving Sale!

soon be completed, which will be

quite an addition to our town. The Bible Covers - New Furniture arriving Daily - - Clocks -
work of the new building seems to Victorian Furniture - Mirrors - Embossed Leather Items -
be first class and will be an asset to Brio toys - - Collector Figurines

the community.

Many Inspirational Items - Canvas Photo Tote bags - Kinkade



Memories

of Robert B. Morrow
(written in 1912)

In July 1864, | joined as a
volunteer of Co. L, 5th Regiment,
Alabama Cavalry.

| rode a mule, a large gentle
one, a good traveler. The bridle
was made of home tanned cow
leather sewed into the bits with
cords made of home-tanned fox
or coon hides. The bitwas made
in a shop nearby and was what
was called a cord bit.

The saddle, homemade also,
consisted of two pieces of pop-
lar, shaped so it was supposed
to fit the mule’s back as they lay
lengthways on her. These were
fastened together in front by a
piece of tough oak with rivets
made ofiron in the shops nearby,
the back part was fastened the
same way, by tough oak, cut so
as to resemble any ordinary
saddle.

This saddle had holes mor-
tised, through which to tie on the

Potlikker

by Ron Eyestone

Put a ham shoulder into
about 3 quarts of water and sim-
mer for about two hours. Wash
young turnip greens and put
them in the pot with the ham.
(Cabbage can be used if pre-
ferred.) Add 2 teaspoons salt,
1/2 teaspoon black pepper and
pinch of red pepper. Cover and
simmer another 2-3 hours. Add
water as required to keep origi-
nal volume. Chop the greens,
slice the ham, put the greens
and ham on top of the PONE
and pour some POTLIKKER
over the whole mess.

Personally, | think that's
why Grandpa died!

belongings of a soldier of the
C.S.A. When this was covered
with a heavy woolen blanket,
spun and woven at home by my
Mother and Sister and colored
with bark, the soldier, dressed
in cloth made by the same lov-
ing hands was ready to mount
and be off to war.

Neither the boy nor his
equipment would make a formi-
dable looking soldier or inspire
terror, you will say. True! But the
mule could travel, and the boy
could shoot. These three formed
the chiefrequisites for a Confed-
erate soldier.

Have you ever wondered why
they don’'t make the whole
plane out of
the material used for the
indestructible black box?
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A UNIQUE
BODY & BATH l I
BOUTIQUE
Soaps, Candles, Bath Items,
Linens, Unique Gifts
New Year Clean Sweep Sale!
New items arriving daily!

We make up Valentines
Baskets for your sweetie!
Free delivery within limited area.

900 Bob Wallace Ave.
Suite 118

539-8022

d

www.thesoapdishonline.com

LIMESTONE

FURNITURE MART

Quality Furniture 1 Bargain Prices

Open 7 Days A week

12 months - Same as cash!

30030 Highway 72 West
Call (256) 232-8877

Madison, AL 35756

GOT LAND?

Don’t know exactly what to do with it? Let us
help - we’ll show you how
to get the most for your property.

WE BUY LAND, CASH, FAST.
SISCO LAND CO. 11c  256-990-2790


http://www.thesoapdishonline.com
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$5000.00

for Flirting

John Turner, a thrifty grocer,
has filed suit asking that Miss
Etta Thompson, a pretty young
lady in town, be required to pay
him $5,000 for flirting.

He had been keeping com-
pany with the young woman for
some months, but she gave him
up for another.

Referring to his suit Turner
said: “This is not a breach-of-
promise case, but a case for
damages. | don't like flirting, and
I am going to show people that
this country is a very unhealthy
one for that kind of business. |
have been fair with the girl. | told
her that | detested flirting and
when | started keeping company
with her | told her that | did it
with the intention of marrying
her. | had every reason to believe
that she wanted to marry me,
too. Now she has gone to flirting
with other people and | intend
to punish her for it.

From 1890 newspaper

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Tuesday - Saturday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

Heard on the
Street In 1891

- Henry Hone, white, who
resides in the northern part
of the county, had been lying
in jail for sometime now on a
charge of being unlawfully
married - he having a living
wife, was turned loose yester-
day on bond for his appear-
ance at next term of Circuit
Court. Both his wives are ex-
pected to attend.

- Charlie (Buck) Monroe,
after several months absence,
has returned to the city and
will in future be associated
with his brother, D.C. Monroe,
in the tonsorial line at the
McGee hotel. Both of these
young men are competent and
skilled artists in their busi-
ness and will please the pub-
lic with their work. They ex-
tend their friends a cordial
invitation to call on them

Washington
Sqguare

Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 7am - 6pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-5555

The girl who swears that no
one has ever made love to
her has a right to swear.”

Sophia Loren

Come For tlie Food ...

Stay For tlie Fun!

LiVE Music
NigFiTly!

Open 11l am " 2am
MoNdAy * SuNdAy

"3 Different Restaurants 1 One Great Location"



Hugh Gipson

by Austin Miller

Hugh Gipson was born in
1905 on the Gipson family farm.
He was a stocky six feet tall with
either a birthmark or burn scar
on his jaw that covered about
halfofhis left cheek. Another dis-
tinguishing feature was a high
nasal voice that you would rec-
ognize the rest of your life ifyou
heard it one time. Younger people
in the community called him Mr.
Hugh; his friends called him
Shugg. Daddy, who nicknamed
everybody, called him Sugar Foot
Rag. It has been said that as a
young boy, he was so strong,
reckless and dangerous that his
daddy, Mr. Bob Gipson, made
him work away from the rest of
the family. Their land was not
very good but the family man-
aged to survive by raising their
own food, cutting their fire wood
and working hard from daylight
until dark twelve months a year.
Mr. Hugh loved the farm and
never had any interest in leaving
or doing anything else. His sib-
lings left as soon as they were old
enough but Mr. Hugh stayed and
raised a large family of his own.
Like their uncles and aunts, how-
ever, his children didn't take to
the hardscrabble life and left as
soon as they were old enough.
After Mr. Bob died in 1959, Mr.
Hugh farmed the land alone.

He was a notorious spinner
of yarns. Despite that, some of
his real life episodes matched or
exceeded his tall tales. As a
young man one of his hobbies
was catching rattle snakes. One
Sunday afternoon he was cross-
ing a bob wire fence with two
rattlers in a toe sack when one
got loose and bit him on the
hand. He loved western novels
and had read about cowboys cut-
ting the wound with a knife and

sucking out the blood. This is
exactly what he did and it may
have saved his life. Another time,
he was riding a mule along a
fence row shooting at the posts
with a pistol. One shot hit the
mule in the back of the head and
killed it instantly. Both of these
stories were once well known
and etched in Ryland lore.

In the early part of his life he
rode a bicycle for transportation.
I remember him speeding along
on Ryland Pike nearly as fast as
a car. He would tell you that he
could travel fifty or sixty miles
per hour on a level road without
his front wheel hitting the

Security & Audio

Central Vacuums
Closed Circuit TV

Fire Alarms
Intercoms

State License #064
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ground. In later years he drove a
two and a half ton, red, black
fendered flat bed 1949 Chevrolet
truck with a two-horse wagon
hitched to the rear. This wagon
train replaced the bicycle and
was a common part of the Ryland
scenery for many years. When
my grandparents moved back to
Ryland in 1959, my grand-
mother saw the truck and wagon
speeding down Ryland Pike, the

(256) 774-3600

(256) 337-4379

Residential & Commercial

Alpha Estatesaoss Appraisais

One of Huntsville's oldest personal property liquidation services for
Antiques, Fine Art, Furnishings and Collectibles.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items foryou. We're there with
v you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,

Owner

Gary Lee Knight,

Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.com


http://www.alphaestatesales.com
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spoked iron rimmed wagon
wheels ringing on the pavement
and bouncing about a foot high
when they hit a rough place in
the road, she laughed and said,
“what in the world is that?” When
I told her it was Mr. Hugh
Gipson, her reply was, “l should
have known.”

Daddy told a story about
riding with him from Huntsville
to Ryland. They were coming
down Huntsville Mountain when
one of the wagon’s wheels came
off and passed them on the
driver’'s side. The wheel rolled
down the highway for about a
quarter of a mile before it finally
veered off into a ditch and flew
all to pieces. Mr. Hugh stopped
the truck, got his axe from be-
hind the seat, cut a long hickory
pole out of the mountain and
make a travois for the wagon.
None of this was out of the ordi-
nary except that he resumed nor-
mal speed the rest of the way
home and paid no attention to
the pole supported wagon
bouncing all over the highway.

In his late forties, he got sick
and went to the doctor for the
first time in his life. The doctor
sent him to the hospital for tests.
They ran the test and told him
he had terminal cancer. He de-
cided that if he was going to die
it would be at home in his own
bed. Sometime after midnight,
he put on his overalls and bro-
gans, walked out of the hospital
got in his truck and headed to
Ryland. | can visualize the spec-
tacle the truck and wagon made

leaving Huntsville in the stillness
of the night. There must have
been a loud clatter of the wagon
on the streets and distorted re-
flections of the strange rig in the
dimly lit glass fronted buildings.
He made it
home, slept the
rest of the
night in his
own bed and
chopped cot-
ton the next
day.

One clear
October moon-
lit night at
Ryland gin, |
accidentally
put the tractor
in reverse
causing it to
lurch back-
wards, jam-
ming the full
weight of the
tailor over the
bumper of a
truck parked
behind me. It

he

Nutri

Turn back time
with NutriMinC* RE®

stuck tight and wouldn’t budge.
As | was about to make one last
desperate attempt to jerk loose,
a familiar nasal voice said, “now
try it.” | put the tractor in gear
and easily pulled away. Mr. Hugh

Look younger
than your daughter!

The Revolution In
Anti-Aging Skin Care
A ground-breaking,
U.S. And Swiss
Patent-pending
skin care
. system
‘ including
9 REsuft-
oriented elements
to combat the
visual signs of
aging. And since
more than 90%
of the visible signs
of aging can be
avoided, why not
regain 100% of your
youthful beauty
and feel great!

and More...

We offer a wide variety of body products ranging from All Natural to
Designer fragrances. “Soaps, Lotions & Candles - made from scratch”

Come in and See our Unique Valentine

Gift Packaging
Featuring:

* Natural InScentives

* Margaret’s Southern Scents

* Hearth & Heather Soaps

Located in Preston Plaza
528 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

256-489-3230



had lifted the cotton-filled trailer
off the bumper. After pulling up
in line, | asked him how he did
that? His response was, “l used
the great strength God Q gave
me.” To demonstrate, he put his
arms around a 500-pound bale
of cotton, lifted it about six
inches off the ground and
dropped it with a thud. As we

Chapel Baptist church. The em-
phasis was on getting young
people to go to church instead
ofthe SnuffDippers Ball or other
honky-tonks in Huntsville. On
the last night, Aunt Boots talked
me into going. | rode to the
church with her, my cousin Faye
and her husband Wayne Hill.
There were several visiting
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church and the married people
on the other side. | took advan-
tage of the commotion and
sneaked out the door. As |
crossed the churchyard headed
toward home afoot, | heard a fa-
miliar nasal voice ring out, “hey
young Miller!” | knew that it was
Hugh Gipson. He was standing
outside the church watching the

waited for our turn under the preach-
suck, he began to tell stories. His ers, all of
nasal voice was clear and easy whom ei- CUSTOM EXTER'ORS
to hear above the loud hum of t h e r
the gin. The tales were outra- spoke or Specializing In Vinyl Siding
geous but intriguing and | can prayed. At ) ]
still remember them all in detail. Mime * Garages * Vinyl Windows
He told about what agood fighter o’clock * Patio Cover ~ * Screen Rooms
he was and how he could easily the ser- * Decks * Licensed & Insured
whip any of the notorious thugs vice had
that once hung around the been go-
Ryland depot. My favorite was ing on for
about women. He said that his two hours
biggest problem in life was with no
women chasing after him and the end in
only way he could get away from sight.
them, even at church, was to take When the
his wife Dolly with him. Another revival
favorite was about plowing with preacher
two tractors at the same time. finally got
This specious feat involved tying up to
the front wheels and the steer- speak, he
ing wheels together with hickory asked
poles. The stories were obviously that all
total fabrications but they were single
spell binding and | was exposed people sit
to a Ryland legend. together
In the early spring of 1967 on the left
there was a revival at Wears side ofthe E L KW D

Discount Jewelers

& Repair

*Gemstones ‘Diamonds

‘Watches “Watch batteries

VILLAGE
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Now accepting applications for residents

Roger & Dot Daniel

Owners
Shawn Daniel
Jewelry Repair

Mission Statement: Elkwood Village is a Non-Profit (501 (c) (3)
community whose mission is to provide assisted living for adults
who are mildly to moderately retarded and who are in need of

11203 Mem. Pkwy SW

residential services.

Huntsville, Al 35803

(256) 882-7409

Elkwood Village - 4533 Elkwood Section Rd. - Ardmore, Al 35739

Email: elkwoodl@hotmail.com -www.Elkwoodvillage.org

(256) 420-6331
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service through the window. |
walked over and shook his hand.
He told me that he heard | was
home and was glad | didn’t get
killed in Vietham. He said he
took his boys behind the barn
and taught them how to knife
fight before they went to Korea.
Close by was a 1965 green GMC
1/2 ton pickup truck that looked
new. | asked him if that was his
truck? He said it came from the
sale of the family farm and he
was going to use it to make a liv-
ing. When his mother died, his
brothers and sisters forced a sale
of the farm and his partwas only
enough to buy a used pickup
truck. We talked about this and
other things and | soon lost track
of time. Before | knew it people
were leaving the church and
Wayne was asking me if | was
ready to go home. It was about
ten thirty.

He and his wife rented and
moved into the old Bosart house.
It was a large weathered and di-
lapidated barn of a building that
had been standing empty for sev-
eral years. True to his plan, he
made a living with the truck. He
cut wood out of the mountains
and brought it home to sell. A
huge woodpile soon dwarfed the
house. About dark, well into the
1980’s, it was a common sight
to see the old GMC truck speed-
ing down Ryland Pike toward
Maysville with wood stacked
high on the bed, cab and tail gate.
All the green paint was gone and
itwas hard to find a place on the
vehicle that wasn’t bent, rusted
or dented. The old man who was
supposed to die of cancer years
before, worked alone in the
mountains with a chain saw un-
til he was past eighty.

In April of 1990, he called the
house at Ryland to ask about
Daddy who had Just gotten out
of the hospital. | told him if he
wanted to visit sometime one of
us would come after him. He said
that sounds good. About five

minutes after | hung up, the
phone rang again. It was Mr.
Hugh. He said, “are you the one
who said he would come after
me?" When | replied that | was,
he said, “l am ready to come
now.” He visited most of the af-
ternoon. He was about 85 but
looked and acted about like he
always did. | remember thinking
that itwouldn’t surprise me ifhe
could still pick up a bale of cot-
ton.

He is probably the most col-
orful character that ever lived in
Ryland. Considering the compe-

tition for this distinction that is
saying a lot. | am glad | knew this
man because | will not know one
like him again. Daddy died in
February 1991, Mr. Hugh died
less than a month later. When
they died, old Ryland and its way
of life were already gone.

You know you're getting
older when you sink your
teeth into a delicious steak
and they stay there.

Barbara Fortner

V'T- be most certain tbing about tbe

future is its uncertainty,

dt's nCoertoo early to be responsible.

Ourfamily (fare Programs

freefamiliesfrom emotional and

financial decision-making Vnben numbed by

tbe loss ofa looped one.

LAUGHLIN SERVICE

Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

2320 ‘Bob ‘Wallace Sh*. fyW/.

534-2471
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| ewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 \WWashington St - 539-5777



Only Knology offers viewers 2 exceptional
channels from the world-famous brands of
A&E and the History Channel

The Biography Channel and History International

A little over ayear ago Knology announced two exciting new networks to be added as part of
their Digital Preferred Line-up: The Biography Channel and History International. Created
by A&E and The History Channel, these additional channels have helped to meet the growing
desire ofviewers in our community for quality, entertaining and informative programming.

“Each network represents the best of our programming brands. We are proud to work with
Knology toprovide these two new quality choicesfor our valued consumers, ” said David Zagin,
Senior Vice President, Affiliate Sales, A&E Television Networks. “Weremain committedto bringing
enhanced entertainment value to each community with the addition of The Biography Channel
andHistory International. ”

HISTORY INTERNATIONAL builds on the immense power and popularity of
The History Channel brand. Since it focuses on GLOBAL history, this channel is
a great companion network to The History Channel because the programs show
people, history and culture of people from a non-U.S. perspective. It provides a
window into the growing ethnic marketplace of America. The programming will
take a viewer on an unforgettable journey through special theme segments such as

World Conflict, History Traveler, Almanac and World Justice. iﬂTVIVEQG,IL\IQA;,LgL\IEAﬂ;

THE BIOGRAPHY CHANNEL builds on A&E’s groundbreaking
BIOGRAPHY* series, taking viewers into unforgettable true-life stories of
exceptional people, 24 hours a day. Theme nights are offered on THE
BIOGRAPHY CHANNEL with intriguing evenings centered on Great En-
tertainers, Action Heroes, Leaders & Legends and Wealth & Power. These
themed evenings bring together different people who are joined by some
common thread, to give the viewer fascinating comparisons and contrasts.

At Knology we are determined to be your best choice for
GREAT ENTERTAINMENT AND COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILY AND
FRIENDS. AS A KNOLOGY CABLE CUSTOMER YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
DISCOUNT RATES ON OUR TELEPHONE AND INTERNET SERVICES.

Call today to see how you can save on these services.

(256) 533-5353



