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The
Lynching of
Elijah Clark

Anger boiled over among the
mill workers on a hot summer
day in 1900. One oftheir own, a
small girl, had been brutally at-
tacked.

Tired of the authorities turn-
ing a blind eye, tired of the mills
that had enslaved them and their
families, employees walked out
of the mill and took justice into
their own hands.

Five thousand people watched
that day, but strangely, there
would be no witnesses.
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The Lynching of
Elijah Clark
by Jon Jackson

There’s nothing as hot as an
Alabama summer. There the sun
will burn even the blue from the
sky and leave what is left like a
bowl of ashes across the heav-
ens. But they say it’s what it does
to a man's heart that’s the worst.
Every day he toils under that
brutal sun puts fuel to the fires
in his bellly. And those fires must
be cooled lest they consume him.
The summer of 1900 was such
a summer. A summer when two
people, one innocent and one
guilty, were consumed in that
fire.

One could argue that 12-year-
old Susie Priest and her sister,
10-year-old Nellie, were inno-
cents. Certainly from the per-
spective of what was about to
happen to Susie they were. Yet
both of them had already en-
dured years oflife at Dallas Mills
just outside the city limits of
Huntsville. In a state with no
child labor laws they had already
been working most of their lives
in the brutal conditions of the
cotton mills, mills that could
break a grown man let alone two
young girls. Getting up at four
a.m. and at work by six, the girls
would not get off until six that
night. Their only break was a
short lunch around noon, if the

mill would let them. Because the
Mill, that ever present, all-pow-
erful Mill, controlled every aspect
of their lives.

So it was that on the 23rd of
July that year Susie and Nelly
decided to cross the blistered,
cracked, weed choked field to get
to their shanty for a bite to eat
before going back to work. So it
was that they met Elijah Clark.

A charitable person might
describe Clark as a teamster.
Around Huntsville they had an-
other name for what someone
like Clark did: Muleskinner.
TWenty years old and unable to
find full time work, Clark had
drifted from job to job until he
finally washed up on the door-
step of a local freight compeamy.
Perhaps one of the reasons that
he could not find work was that
something in his soul was fun-
damentally violent. Perhaps it
involved one of his other faults.
In modern parlance one might be
tempted to call him a predator;
that too would be charitable. Low
life would be a better description.

The girls had already put in
what, to twenty first century Ala-
bamians, would be a full day’s
work and the labor and the heat
had leached the energy from
their very souls. The filthy, ever
present cotton dust permeated
every cubic inch of their bodies
and gave them a sheen of grime
that all the soap in the world
could never wash away. Tired
and looking forward to being
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able to sit down at home for a within their souls. Under that
few minutes before having to go Alabama sun, rage began to stir.
back to work the girls trudged “It ain’t right,” one cried.
across the field and did not no- “They treat us like slaves, work
tice Clark at first. As he ap- us like dogs, and now even our
proached he called out to the children ain’t safe.”
girls. “Which way to “If they’d pay us a decent
Whitesburg?” he might have wage,” said another, “our chil-
asked. dren wouldn’t have to work and
Whatever it was, the inmo- this wouldn’t have happened.”
cents stopped and were about to Others in the group echoed them
answer the stranger when he at- as their collective rage began to
tacked. Knocking Susie to the build a head of steam.
ground he grabbed Nelly by the “Back to work!” shouted a
throat and squeezed. The strug- blue shirted foreman, shoving
gling child proved too much for his way to the front of the group.
Clark and when he lost his grip The spell broke and the men fell
on Nelly she ran back to the mill silent. “Anyone not goingback to | Woodstoves, Gas Logs, Gas Grills
for help. Arriving at the mill she work now will be docked a full
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work.” The snarling worker laid
him out on the floor with a curled
fist and in minutes over 1000
workers walked out. Dallas Mills
shut down.

In minutes, alarmed stock-
holders began calling the mill
demanding that something be
done. The Mill manager re-
sponded by calling the sheriff
and demanding that the rapist
be jailed “and quick.” Hoping
that an arrest would bring the
men back to work, the manager
was not disappointed. Early the
next day word spread that Clark
had been arrested and most of
the workers returned.

Yet all was not peace and light
at Dallas Mills. Rumors flew and
tales spread on a day that was,
if anything, even hotter than the
day before. They began to talk
about the case of Albert Thomp-
son, a twenty-mine-year old cav-
alryman stationed in Huntsville,
who had recently been tried for
a similar crime and had received
only a light sentence. Anger in-
censed the minds of the mill
workers at the thought that a
man who had raped a twelve year
old would also get away with
such crime. To many it was proof
that the local authorities and the
mill owners saw them as a lower
form of life.

Notice to all employees:

Do not, under any circum-
tances, ask a woman
if she’s pregnant unless
you have seen her doctor’s
chart

Their anger ran at a low boil
beneath that brutal Alabama sun
for most of the morning but by
the afternoon someone, no one
is sure who, said those fateful
words: “That Elijah Clark should
be lynched.” The words, once
spoken, shimmered in the air
like heat above a roadvway.
Lynching fever soon spread
through the factory. From mouth
to ear the fever spread, and each
man, woman, and child that con-
tracted it felt it burn into their
brain and into the pit of their
belly, and they liked it. It filled
them with a deep, abiding sense
of their rightness, of a measure
of the power that the system had
conspired to take away from
them.

Then, as one, the mob began
to move. Armed with rifles, shot-
guns, and pistols they surged
through the streets of Huntsville
sweeping all that stood before
them into their numbers. House-
wives left dinners in ovens to
become crusaders of justice.
Lawyers left their practices, their
clients in tow, to join the flood of
humanmitiy. Storekeepers closed
their businesses, hanging closed
signs and out to lunch signs in
windows during the middle of
the day to be with their fellow
man. Mechanics dropped their
tools and joined the surge of a
powerless people united in one
desperate act. At every corner the
mob grew. A thousand men,
women, and children soon grew
to over two thousand. They sur-
rounded the jail and the force of
law could not hold back that tide.

Huntsville, Alabama
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Demanding that Clark be turned
over to them, the anger that
burned in their bellies would not
be assuaged with the empty
promises ofa system which con-
spired against them.

Sheriff Fulgham, warned that
the mob was coming, quickly
deputized six men, armed them
with repeating Winchesters, and
stationed them outside the jail.
But, faced with the threat of so
many hungering for blood and
justice, the new deputies aban-
doned their posts, many joining
the mob. No one knows why a
sheriff who had formerly turned
a blind eye to what went on in
the mill villages decided to take
a stand for his prisomer. But he
did. Sworn to uphold the law, the
sheriff and his two full time
deputies barricaded themselves
inside the jail. When someone in
the mob demanded the keys,
Fulgham told them that they
“would have to walk over my
dead body.” They replied that
they would be only too glad to.

The anger of the mob blazed
and they surged toward the jail-
house. Getting several large
pieces of timber from a nearby
construction site they corn-
menced beating the door down.
After breaking through the
doors, the mob was met by the
sheriff and his deputies who
opened fire on them. Luckily, for
the members of the mob, the of-
ficers didnt have much in the
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way of firepower. The buckshot
used by the deputies injured only
one man, Will Vining, an electric
light worker.

The sheriff, his prisoner, and
the two deputies retreated up-
stairs while the mob acquired
several sticks of dynamite. Plac-
ing the explosives outside the jail
the crowd again demanded the
release of Clark. Fulgham re-
fused and the fevered mob
surged toward the door again.
Milton Humes and Daniel
Coleman, two Huntsville busi-
nessmen, got on top of a nearby
buggy and tried to calm the
crowd down.

The mob jeered under that
Alabama sun and pelted the men
with rocks for their efforts. Their
rage had burned mercy from
their souls that day. Someone in
the crowd lit the dynamite. The
fuse sputtered and hissed as the
crowd paused, expectations of
the inferno to come making their
eyes shine. For almost a minute
the errant fuse sizzled and spat
before going out completely. A
reckless soul checked the fuse.
[t was out but not completely
burned up. They lit the thing
again and threw it into the jail.
The explosion ripped through
the first floor and on the second

Halsey
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the sheriff, his deputies, and
their prisoner thought God had
come a calling as they hung on
for their lives.

As the sheriff and deputies
pleked themselves up offthe de-
bris-strewn floor Sheerilff
Fulgham offered to let the depu-
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ties go. The two men quickly
shimmied through a window at
the back of the jail and dropped
the two stories to the ground.
Meanwhile Clark wept and
begged in his cell.

As the smoke cleared below,
the mob surged into the jail only
to find the door between the first
and second stories still intact.
Howling in frustration they re-
grouped outside. Someone sug-
gested burning the stubborn
sheriff out and several members
went to fetch combustibles. A
short time later they returned
with a barrel of oil, a large quan-
tity of sulfur, and sacks of
chicken feathers. These were
piled in the middle of what was
left of the first floor and ignited.
Black, slick smoke rose from the
pile, slid along the ceiling, coiled
its way up the stairs, and licked
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through the cracks around the
door. The hot black smell drove
the crowd back and sent the
sherifff and his prisoner to their
knees in uncontrollable fits of
coughing,

The Huntsville police chief,
D.D. Overton, who had been
standing back watching the mob,
asked to be allowed to enter the
jail and try to talk Fulgham into
surrenderimng, The crowd allowed
him this grace and a short time
later he managed to convince the
sherifff of the hopelessness ofhis
situation. When the last bastion
of law and order left the jail the
mob again surged forward.

Fulgham had thrown the keys
away before leaving the jail so
when the mob got to the second
floor it had to set about tearing
the cell open with crowbars,
hammers, chisels, and other
tools. They worked for over an
hour with a steady stream of
gawkers and souvenir hunters
parading through the area, but
at last they took custody of Clark.

Dragging their victim outside,
someone in the crowd mounted
the jail steps and addressed the
others. “Now gentlemen,” the
spokesman said, “you must put
up your guns. We are going to
hang this man and if no one in-
terferes, no one will be hurt.”

The mob complied and Clark
was marched through the streets
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to the house of Susie Priest who
was asked to identify him.

Without hesitation Susie told
them that Clark was indeed the
man who had raped her. Any
hope that Clark might have had
turned to ash at that moment
and this was too much for the
rapist. Losing control of his legs,
he collapsed to the ground, sob-
bing and begging anyone who
would listen for mercy. No one
listened. Making a last effort to
escape, Clark was easily caught
and a noose placed around his
neck.

The crowd dragged him to
nearby Moores Grove. There
4,000 more people waited in the
thick, oppressive air of that hot
evening swelling the mob to over
6,000 people. The crowd grew
quiet and then sighed as some-
one tossed the rope over a
branch. A horse was brought for-
ward and Clark placed upon it.

Will Priest, Susie’s older
brother, came forward and asked
Clark if he had any last words.
Clark sobbed quietly. The for-
mality over, Priest slapped the
horse. The body jerked and
danced at the end ofthe rope and
soon the smell its bowels letting
go filled the hot air of the grove.
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For almost ten full minutes the
crowd stared silently at the
corpse hanging in the evening air
and then, as if hanging were not
enough to blunt their rage, Will
Priest began firing at the bodly.
Others in the crowd began firing
as well and in moments the
corpse was riddled with over 150
rounds. Finally, their rage spent,
the crowd began to disperse.

The next morning Dallas
Mills opened as usual. Though
those the mill identified as ring-
leaders were fired, including the
entire Priest family, no one was
charged in the incident. The
official reason given was there
were no witnesses.

Never, under any circum-
stances, take a laxative and a
sleeping pill on the same night.
Joe Brown
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The Last
Rebel Yell

In the spring of 1949, The
Smithsonian Institute hired
Frank Tolbert, a famous histo
rian, to capture on a tape record-
ing the most spine chilling sound
ever created by man ... the infa-
mous “Rebel Yell.”

Time was of the utmost im-
portance. There were only four
veterans ofthe Civil War, all Con-
federates still living and they
were all over 100 years old.
Fortunately, they all lived in
Texas, which appeared to make
his job much easier.

The first veteran Tolbert vis-
ited was Joseph Haden Whitsett,
a feisty 103-year-old.

“Can’t do it,” Whitsett an-
swered. “Can’t Rebel yell. I'm
sorry. 1 tried to learn it a thou-
sand times when I was with Gen-
eral Joseph Shelby’s escort dur-
ing the war. I didn’t seem to have
the right kind of voice.”

Walt Williams, 107 years of
age, was next on Tolbert’s list.
“Used to could do it,” he replied.
‘But I haven’t got the throat lin-

Pearson's
Flooring
for guality

Sanding & Refinishing
Fire and Water Restoration

ings for it now. When you get a
hundred seven you can’t do ev-
erything you want no more.”

Disappointed, Tolbert next
traveled to Wichita Falls, where
104 year old Thomas E. Riddle
made his home. Riddle had re-
cently divorced his third wife and
claimed to be looking for a
fourth.

Unfortunately, though Riddle
remembered the yell well, he
could not do it. “Takes a young
man,” he said, “and I ain’t got the
strength no more.”

Only one name was left on
Tolbert’s list - Samuel Merrill
Raney, 103 years of age.

“Can you do the Rebel yell?”
Tolbert asked Samuel. Abruptly
the old veteran threw back his
head and started yelling, “like an
opera singer reaching an almost

An eclectic band performing
Blues - Rock - Folk
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impossibly high note, as if a
mountain lion and a coyote were
crying in chorus,” Tolbert later
remarked.

Tolbert listened in awe to the
historically significant shout. He,
alone, was listening to the last
person left alive in the world who
could do the Rebel Yell the same
way it had been done during the
Civil War.

When the old man had fin-
ished, Tolbert inquired about
making a recording of the yell.

“Can’t,” the old man replied.
“Ain” got no electricity.” Un-
daunted, Tolbert went to town in
search ofa battery powered tape
recorder. A few days later he re-
turned to Raney’s farm and
knocked on the door. A strange
man opened the door. “I'm look-
ing for Mr. Raney,” Tolbert said.

“He ain’t here,” the man re-
plied. “He died.”

- The average life expect-
ancy in the U.S. was 47 years.

- A three-minute call from
Denver to New York City cost
eleven dollars.

- There were only 8,000
cars in the U.S., and only 144
miles of paved roads. The
maximum speed limit in most
cities was 10 mph.

- The average wage in the
U.S. was 22 cents an hour.

- More than 95 percent of
all births in the U_S. took place
at home.

- Ninety percent of all U.S.
physicians had no college
education.

- Sugar cost four cents a
pound. Eggs were fourteen
cents a dozen. Coffee cost
fifteen cents a pound.

- Canada passed a law
prohibiting poor people from
entering the country for any
reason.

- The population of Las
Vegas, Nevada, was 30.

Charging that she told him
his ancestry was too common for
her, called him a clodhopper and
followed her verbal assaults with
a bombardment of glassware
which much blackened, cut and
otherwise mutilated his counte-
nance, Paul Oscar Werner has
sued for divorce from his wife
Fr¥amces C. Werner.

He added that she insisted on
living at expensive hotels and
wearing high priced jewelry for
which he could not pay.

They were ejected six times
from various apartments
because he could not pay the
rent, he stated.
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Mama and
Octagon
Seap

by Helen Miller

Back in the 1920’s the mak-
ers of Quaker Oats and Octagon
soap should have known about
Mama. They would have put her
on their payrolls. She pro-
claimed that each day must be-
gin with a bowl of hot oatmeal
and end with a scrubdown in
Octagon soap.

Those important household
staples seldom got very low on
her pantry shelf even during the
Depression. She said hot
oatmeal kept the body warm and
that produced energy and energy
was absolutely essential for
intellectual aspirations. She
didn’t have any sympathy for
mothers who complained be-
cause their children made poor
grades knowing they went off to

Winiers
Send us your stories to be pub-
lished in Old Huntsville. Stories
must be about Huntsville and have
factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:

Old Huwnisville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsvlile, Al. 35801

school every morning with a half-
filled stomach of ecold eorn
flakes. This was a non-negotiable
issue and there was just no other
way to raise children.

It was my job to cut out and
save the coupons from Octagon
soap wrappers. “Woe be” unto
any family member that un-
wrapped a fresh bar of Octagon
soap and failed to save the
coupon!

Once or twice a year the Trav-
eling Emporium came around
loaded with all kinds of attrac-
tive household items that could
be traded for the coupons. For a
hundred you could get a color-
ful set of mantel vases, a pretty
bowl for the table or some gad-
get for the kitchen.

Besides bathing, scouring the
floors, scrubbing my dog, and
washing the clothes with it Mama
even shampooed her hair in Oc-
tagon soap. After letting it be
known, hallff the ladies in town
tried it too and the mystery of
Mama’s healthy shining tresses
was no longer a secret.

One summer I was inflicted
with boils and Mama made poul-
tices combining Octagon soap
with white sugar to draw the poi-
son out. Dr. Gaillard heartily
agreed with her formula and as-
sured us there was nothing in the
drug store with so much potency:

I didn’t mind washing my
hands with it but really despised
the scrub-downs that came ev-

ery evening. _

Lawhorn

(SSOCI ANES

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PYMT.
$100,000.00 $408.24
$200,000.00 $816.48 ]
$300,000.00 $1224.72 N
Rates effective 07/27/03 based on 1 year ARM & suibjeth to change.

539-0555

www lawhornmortgagecormpany.com

4-888-736-5319
AmSouih cemter
200 Climton Ave, Swiiie 309

Stanlico's
Sub Villa

HomB of the

Phons In your order and it will be
ready at our Call-in window,
(usually:fEeminutes)inuies)

Ower 31 different Subs to
choose from!
Twao convenient lozatiens o serve you.
807 Jordan Lane 8377220
802 Governers Drivesss-6558

P i
Open 7 Days Weekly
Munday-Friday 52900am-10:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-10:00pm
Sunday ! LO0«m-2:00pm

Lumpkin Stained Glass

Custom Designs
Repalrs & Supplies
Free Estimates
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A Monte Sano
Romance

From a 1897 newspaper

Among the visitors at the
famed Monte Sano hotel above
the town of Huntsville was James
S. Porter, a young man whose
wealthy parents lived in Birming-
ham. Porter had been roughing
it on the mountain since the lat-
ter part of May. One of the first
objects to catch his eye was a
mountain lass, who lived two
miles or so from the hotel.

The young people became
acquainted casually, but the girl’s
fair cheeks and ankles were too
much for Porter, and he visited
the home of his sweetheart time
and again.

Unafortunately for him,
Porter’s knowledge in games led
the girl’s mother, an old lady
whose Bible and spectacles were
her Sunday companions year in
and year out, to suspect that he
was a gambler. The girl refused
to believe anything was bad of
Porter, and in the face of her
mother’s opposition, she contin-
ued to receive her lover’s atten-

“The patient lives at home
with mother, father and pet
turtle, who is presently
enrolled in day care three

days a week.”
Seen on local hospital chart

tions.

Last week she agreed to quit
her home and to go with Porter
to accompany him to Boston as
his wife. They left the girl’s house
together, on foot, and took a
wagon a quarter of a mile down
the road. When a few minutes
after they had started, the bride’s
father missed his daughter, he
set out in hot haste and in anger
to stop the runaways. He came
upon them at a point where the
road was steep and rocky, and
when they whipped up their
horses, he gave his animal such
a furious cut that he was thrown

from his wagon down the
mountain side.

The mad horse ran past the
levers, and they knew that their
pursuer had been injured. They
went back, found him, took him
home and restored him to con-
sclousness. Subsequemntly, the
young man won the confidence
of the mountaineer couple and
they gave their consent to the
marriage.

Mr. Porter has not forsaken
his games of chance but his new
meother-in-law is holding her

tongue.

Free Attorney Comsultation for Bankmptey

MITCHELL HOWIE
& RUSSELL

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

MILLER & MILLER

General

Contractors

Celebrating Our 42nd Year

Proud To Be American

. ele] p

"Sizzlimg Fajitas Are Our Specialty”
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An Exftraordinary
Phenomenon

from 1833 Huntsuwille paper

The inhabitants of our town
were aroused at an early hour
yesterday morning to witness
one of the most extraordinary
phenomena which perhaps have
ever occurred in this country. It
was the incessant falling of me-
teors, in such vast numbers as
to illuminate the heavens. We did
not witness the commencement,
which was about 12 o’clock, but
for more than two hours previ-
ous to daybreak, we were up and
had a full view of this most aw-
ful and sublime appearance,
which continued until obscured

Fresh Bagels, Muffims, Croissants,
Danish, Cinnamon Rolls
and Bread

Breakfast & Lunch
Served Daily

Aevossfrom Grissom High

7900 Bailey Cove Blvd.

Tel. 256-883-7377 Fax 256-882-7977

by the light of the Sun.

For several hours thousands
or even millions of these mete-
ors appeared in every direction
to be in constant motion - all tak-
ing the direction of the earth, but
rather ranging from the East.
They presented exactly the ap-
pearance which is exhibited by
the shooting of the meteors which
we occasionally see almost every
night.

Our town was the scene of
great commotion, particularly
among the blacks, who were
praying and shouting in every
direction, thinking the Day of
Judgement had come.
The early hour at
which our paper issues
(for the mails) prevents
our being able to con-
verse with those of our
town who would be

1879 The first phono-
graph is demonstrated in
Huntsville. It was shown at the
Huntsville Female Seminary
and the admission was 50
cents per person. The money
went toward the purchase of
song books.

1899 Joe Wheeler, a gen-
eral in the Spanish American
War, visits Huntsville and is
presented with a horse as a
gift. The last time he visited
Huntsville, in uniform, he was
a general for the Confederacy.

1908 The first local auto-
mobile agency and garage
opens at 212 Washington
Street.

able to properly ac-

HOW BEING SERVED

count for this strange
phenomenon.

It is no doubt the
effect of an impure
state of the atmmo-
sphere, the weather for
some days having been
warm and damp, but
suddenly changing to
cool or frosty.

Wiwaolu spersphotegtaphy.com

256.237.4309

< I”Tlﬂlllﬂ?m
pho tog ri

Frammmees

Open Every Day at 6 a.m.!

Weekday Breakfast Specials

$4.99 Ham N’ Eggs

$4.49 Bacon, Sausage or Bologna N' Eggs
$4.99 Corned Beef Hash N' Eggs
Toast, Biscuit, or Biscuit N Gravy included!

Weekday Plate Lunches

Two Big Menus!

Breakfast or Lunch & Supper
Mon. - Sat. 6 am - 8 pm

Sunday 6 am - 3 pm

OUN
vk

Corner of Jeff Rd. & Hwy. 72W
7121 University Dr. NW

matennity + babies * children (256) 837-9935
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These three
Independent restaurants
are creative and
It's their tradition
In Huntsville to
serve really good food
at reasonable prices
and in a fritMlilty

and relaxed atmosphere.

ucliano

a fine Italian restaurant Serving hearty German fare

in Huntsville Since 1972.

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At
Reasonable Prices.

Sunken Garden room seats up to 45 for

Private parties - call now to reserve

964 Airport Road
885-0505
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Huntsville
Coffee Tai

by Aunt Eunice

Wiith pearls of wisdom

comtributed by the Liar's Table

Boy, I'm getting tired of
sitting here and looking out my
window at all this winter
weather! It could be worse
though -1 could be out in it! This
cold damp weather really gets to
me.
Leroy Commingham guessed
the picture of the month. It was
Margaret Poole. She’s such a
nice person!

We have a great little boy’s
picture this month, and he looks
just like his daddy did.

I had a surprise vistitor the
other day - Alvin Blackwell!
He’s also here at Big Spring Care
and tells all ofhis friends to stop
by and see him.

My buddy Gllenn Waitson has
been by to see me a couple of
times. He’s a great guy and
really is sincere as a city coun-
cilman. He might have a hard
time in this next election though.

Every time I pick up the
paper [ see where our mayor,
Loretta, is working on some-
thing new. Boy, she’s a hard
worker and we need to keep her
around!

Cecil Ashburn and Robert
MEndiison stopped by and
brought me some fresh
cornbread and cold milk. Boy, it
was so good!

Caftthey Carmey also brought
me some hot cornbread the week
before and Joe Wiisante had
some of it too. Now we know
where that extra inch on Joe’s
belt came from.

I feel so blessed to live in a
city like Huntsville and to have
so many dear friends.

Aunt Ewnice mewer got to
fimish her column. She died at
2:35 pm, February 17, 2004.

HERITAGE PROVENCE ©

Sandra Steele
President

Apams ALLEY ® CLIFT's CovE ® HERITAGE PLANTATION

HERITAGE STAMON ¢ KING's RIDGE

WALKER's HiiLL ® M. CARMEL BY THE RIVER ® THE BriDGES

=D

ZNFINGER
DEVELOPMENT
INCOKPORArEC

identify the handsome boey shown
below wins a free year's subserip-
tlon to “Old Huntsville’ magazine.
Cali (256) 534-3355.

Hint: He’s not a writer but deals
in the written word.




The Lord is my shepherd;
| shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley
of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies;
Thou anointest my head with oll;
My cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life

and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
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Are you
a futures
trader?

For quotes, research, and
trading discipline call:

Benny Little
Branch Manager

www.agedwards.com

400 Meridian Street

Suite 201

Huntsville. AL 35801

(256) 534-2180

Toll Free: (877) 428-2180

AGEdwards

INVESTMENTS SINCE 1887

Member SIPC = 2001 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

Member ofthe New York Stock Exchange and all principal
commodity exchanges. More than 690 offices nationwide.

keid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs


http://www.agedwards.com
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Eaap Seuth Faverites

These are some recipes
that we think Aumnt Eunice
wouwld have lileed.

Bride s Salad

1 pkg. lime gelatin

1 c. crushed pineapple

1 c. cheddar cheese, grated

1 c. toasted pecans, chopped

3/4 c. real mayonnaise

Prepare gelatin and when

partially congealed, add the pine-
apple, cheese, nuts and mayon-
naise. Mix well. Pour into moids,
chill in fridge to firm, top with
whipped cream to serve.

Cherry Chasse Crunch

2 cc.pplainffbourr

1 . pecans

1 stk Homititer, ssoffemed

6 oz. cream cheese

1 box confectioners sugar

1 container whipped cream
1 large can cherries for pie
Mix first 3 ingredients and
press in baking dish. Bake at
350 degrees til brown and let
cool. Combine cream cheese and
sugar, cream well then fold in the
whipped cream. Spread mixture
on crust and pour cherries on
top. Keep in fridge til serving,

Wheareni and Clkeese

1 c. uncooked macaroni

3 eggs, sligtly beaten

3 c. milk

1 1/2 Ib. cheddar cheese,
chopped

Cook macaroni in boiling

water for 8 minutes, drain and
run cold water over it to stop the
cooking. Mix the eggs and milk,
pour the macaroni into egg mix-
ture. Spray a 9 x 13” baking
dish with garlic cooking spray
and layer in this order: maca-
roni, cheese, macaroni, cheese.
Sprinkle top with bread crumbs,

bake at 400 degrees about 35
minutes.

Tatep Puffs

2 @ muedhel potdtess from
day before

2 T. butter

Salt and pepper

1/2 t. garlic powder

2 eggs, beaten

1/2 c. cream

Combine all ingredients and
form into small balls. Either
bake in oven at 400 degrees til
done or fry in deep fat.

Fried Ham with Red-Eve
Gravy

4 large slices country ham
1 T. plain flour
1 c. cold water
1 t. strong black coffee
Put your ham slices in a hot
skillet and fry over medium heat,
turning a couple of times. Cook

FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT

“Under New Ownership - Scott & Cheryl Huber”
Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere

Breakfast Specials

Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna, Bacon or Sausage,

Grits or Gravy, Biscuit & Jelly $2.99
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752

Located in Historic Five Points
ONE BLOCK OFF ANDREW JACKSON

Plate Lunehes
Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm
Your Choice Of
One Meat
and Vegetables




for 10 minutes til browned. Re-
move ham from pan and keep
hot on platter. Leave a table-
spoon of fat in the hot pan, toss
in the flour, raise the heat and
stir til it browns. Pour in the cold
water and coffee. Bring to a boil,
stirring real well to get all that
good stuff off the pan. Lower heat
and simmmer for about 5 minutes.
Throw your ham back in, get
some really good fresh biscuits
and start soppin up all that good

juice.

Cream and Clrddar
Biacuits

2 c. self-rising flour

1 c. heavy cream

1/2 c. grated sharp cheddar
cheese

Melted butter to coat biscuits

Preheat oven to 400 de-

grees. In a medium bowl com-
bine flour, cream and cheese til
mixture forms a good ball. Roll
this out on a floured surface to
about 1/2 inch thick. Cut with 2-
inch biscuit cutter and dip each
biscuit into melted butter. Place
these on a buttered cookie sheet,
spaced 1” apart. Bake for 10-13
minutes til lightly browned.

Sueet Petate Peean Balk

1 1/2 c. mashed, cooked
sweet potatoes

1/4 c. orange juice

1/2 t. vanilla extract

3 T. sugar
1/2 c. chopped pecans
Mix first 4 ingredients and
shape into balls, using about 2
tablespoons for each ball. Roll
them in the pecans and bake in
preheated oven at 350 for about
20 minutues.

Gragn Beans, Ham &
Peeans

1 Ib. green beans

3 T. butter

4 T. chopped pecans

1/4 t. pepper

1/4 t. cayenne

1/2 c. chopped cooked ham

Wash and prepare your

beans. Bring 4 cups water and a
dash of salt to a boil, add the
beans. Cook uncovered for 15
minutes, drain and set aside.
Melt butter in a skillet, add the
pecans and cook til golden, stir-
ring often. Add beans and
chopped ham, toss til heated.

Wisadesful Casenut Pie

1/2 c. self-rising flour

1 1/2 c. sugar

4 eggs, beaten

1 t. vanilla extract

1/2 stick butter, melted
7 oz. flake coconut

2 c. milk

Blend together the sugar and
flour, stir in the eggs and remain-
ing ingredients. Pour into 2

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Hienisville, Alabama 35805

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456

Businsss Cards, Lettsrheads, Envelopes, Flyers, Labels
Doorhangers, Broehurses, NCR Forms, Snapsets

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labesls

Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons

Commercial

Presentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE:

Social & Business

Engraving & Foll Stamping, Matchbooks
Graduation & Name Cards

Ad Specialties

email; linprint@mindspring.com

Pens, Pericils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags
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greased 9-inch pie plates and
bake at 350 degrees for 30 min-
utes.

Your family will love these
sweet, Southern pies!

The Company You Keep®
Wiy newyorklife.com

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 3580/

2586 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New Yerk Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cel| 256 §96-5450
Fax 258 536-3291
bgbryanjr@fi.newyorklife.eem

Wi gannbryan.nylagents,com

©

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

web: www/linprint.ceeasy.com Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Political Signs, Buttons Mon. - Eri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS — Too Many ltemns to List— CElosed Sundazs

[eees——— e el i e e EUE N Eam—— e ————— |
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From our front porch we had
a sweeping view of the immedi-
ate neighborhood, before the
roads took off to parts between
mountains. To the left, we could
see the store and the road all the
way from our house to it. Then,
looking to the right, we saw the
Methodist Church on a side
road, next the schoolhouse, then
the little barber shop. After that
came Mr. Bruce Lawler’s barn
and the back of his house, then
the Givens’ home and a road go-
ing up the mountain toward the
Houck home. Then came the
Lee’s home and most of that
farm; next was a close-up view
of a mountain with several
homes built into the side of it,
where some of the Sanders fami-
lies lived; next could be seen the
home place of the Sanders fam-
il
¥ Everywhere mountains
framed our vision. Behind our
house stretched the pastures and
fields of our farm, spreading
along Hurricane Creek toward
the mountains beyond.

Lots more farms and homes
lay farther back in the Cove, car-
rying such good family names as
Acuff, Gray, Lilly, Duskin,
Hawkins, Allbright, Spivey,
Kirkindall, Renfro, Wilbanks,
Barnett, Morring, Knight,

nearly always considered a part
of the famillyy, provided all the
milk, butter, and buttermilk you
could ask for.

Flippen, Givens, Holman, Keel,
Cabaniss, Miller, PRutland,
Mitchell and more. I may not
remember the names of all.)

In those days, Cove families
lived on farms and most of them
got their living from their land.
Each farm was an independent
industry within itself. Each had
its own vegetable garden which
produced most of the family’s
food, in season. The surplus was
canned, dried, or stored for win-
ter use. The fruit trees and vine-
yards kept fresh, canned, and
dried fruits and juices available
year round. Wild berries were
made into preserves and jellies.
Potatoes were stored. Pigs were

raised and butch-
wIC PRCTeR:

ered to provide ba-
Air Conditioning & Heating Sen,

con and hams year
round, as well as
sausage and ribs
and white meat to
cook with turnip
greens and other
good things - not to
mention rolling it in
meal and frying it
as crisp brown ba-
con. Chickens,
ducks, and geese
supplied fried
chicken and
scrambled or fried
eggs every day.
Lady cows,

We Still
Make
House Czlis”

HEAT PUMP
SPECIALISTS

9694 Madison Bivd. Ste. B-2

Grand Openinﬁ of our_new

V.LP Grooming anmounces the I

Luxury Pet Hotel 881-0664

759 A\ Sraiisile b
Huntsville 36802




Many families raised enough
wheat to have made into flour
and baked into biscuits and pan-
cakes. Many raised enough sor-
ghum cane to make their year's
supply of molasses plus enough
to give their city kinfolks a gal-
lon or two. All of them raised
enough corn to feed their live-
stock year-round and still have
enough to take bags to the grist
mill a few times a year to grind
up cornmeal to make corn bread
for the family and its hunting
dogs. Some families kept bee
hives to produce all the honey
they could use. Many raised thenr
own popcorn and peanuts.

What else would anybody
need? Salt and pepper? Maybe
a plug of chewing tobacco now
and then. Coffee. Needles and
thread and buttons. A few things
like that. And Mr. Ed sold those
things at the store. A cash crop,
usually cotton in those days,
took care of salt and pepper and
coffee.

With farmers, first things
come first. And in those days
they had to plant enough crops
to feed the horses and mules -
absolutely essential in the opera-
tion ofa farm - and for transpor-
tation. No tractors, no trucks, no
cars or buses, no airplanes. Just
wagons, buggies, plows, and hay
rakes - all pulled by horses and
mules. If you took a bale of cot-
ton to the gin, the mules went
with you - and pulled the wagon.

application process

Ifyou rode to church or to town,
the horse went with you-and
pulled the buggy. And while no
money had to be paid for all that
horsepower, those animals had
to eat. So that kind of farm life
was just one big happy family:
members of the human famillyy,
the horses and mules, the cows,
pigs, sheep, bees, chickens,
ducks, and geese - each living in
its own living quarters, each do-
ing what it was there to do. And
that’s not a bad way to live. I
know. That’s the way we lived.
Off to one side of our house
was a barn, living quarters where
each horse and mule had its own
private bedroom. The lady cows
all slept together in their rooms;
a lean-to on one side of the barn
formed a room where the pigs
could lounge around when they
were not in their private out-door
play pen where they rooted up
the ground for no other reason
than just because they wanted to.
A shed on one side served as

Changing Jobs or Retiring?

Call A.G. Edwards for alternatives on how you can receive and manage your
distribution from your company's retirement plan.
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parking place for the one-horse
buggy, the two-horse surrey and
various wagons. Inside on the
ground floor was a corn crib. The

]

, Refrigeration
Service

Farnily Owmed & Dpaialed
Since 1956

Alr Conditicr: & Heating

Sales, Szrvice & Instailation
Frege Equipment Estimates
State Licensed & Insured

John K. Walters - Aceradited Asset Management Specialist
400 Meridian Street, Huntsville, Alabama 256-534-2180
john.waiters @ agedwards.com

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age

* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair aceessibility (eertain units)
Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

EQUALHOUSNGG
BBBERTUNITY

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

2002 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.
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upstairs kept the hay for the ani-
mals. Between the house and
barn was the hen house.

The smoke house was clos-
est to our house. Not because it
was handy for somebody to go
out and have a smoke. That
wasn’t what it was for. It was, as
most folks know, a place to
smoke bacon and hams over a
smoky fire of hickory wood. We
didnt smoke ours, because we
liked bacon and ham better than
we liked the taste of smoke. But,
anyway, we cured all our own
meat in the smoke house. Hams
or bacon, when properly cured
and protected, could be kept
hanging in the smokehouse as
long as three years - although
that was not likely in a family our
size.

The other building was about

“Was it you or your brother
who was killed in the war?”

Lawyer’s question during
court hearing

a hundred yards away from our
house toward Gurley-south-
ward. There’s little to say about
it. It was small - not quite as
roomy as Mr. Givens' little bar-
ber shop. It had one regular-
sized door, opening inward and
fastened on the inside - couldn’t
be unfastened from outside.
Ours was made to seat two
people at one time but ordinarily
only one was the average occu-
pant.

When one felt he had need to
go to that building, one walked
to the door. One considered the
possibility there might be some-
one inside. But there was no way
to know this until one pushed
gently to open the door. If it
would not open, one did not fig-
ure it was broke; one knew
somebody had beaten one to it.
In which case, one never called
out asking questions of the per-
son inside. One just waited, if
possible. Or otherwise, went
somewhere else. It was a very
useful place; never a place to say
much about. Just a place to go
to when there was need to go to
the bathroom. Bad chaps, at

t ~Mgarthstone Assisted Living at Byrd Springs offers affordable, yet

superior senior care! It's what we do

1 ”
)

bathing, dressing and grooming assistance, three oofritions meals
daily, activitice, housekeeping, trausportation, and much more! AL

Hearthstone, cven small pets are welcome!

Halloween, seemed to get great
fun out of pushing these little
houses over.

There was one thing mother
really wanted: running water in
her kitchen. Since Ed wanted
Effie to have whatever she
wanted, he got busy and had
some men erect four posts,

Chuzeh

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadeast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Weorship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

hest! Your monthly renit includes

A

Call us today.

) Banaroya

Wlemorial Pkwy, arnd Byrd Sprinos
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twenty feet tall, around the well.
Then they built a platform up on
top of the posts. He had some-
body in Huntsville make a galva-
nized iron tank that would hold
five or six hundred gallons and
ship it to Gurley on the freight
train. Ed sent a wagon to the
depot to bring the tank home.
Then came the hard part: getting
the tank up on top of the poles.
But with a gang of neighbors,
ropes, poles, and pulleys - and
lots of grunting and silent
cussing - just before dark, they
finally got the thing up there and
battened down so it wouldn™
blow away. Then in only a few
days Ed installed a pump in the
well and a gasoline engine with
a big, heavy fly-wheel to run the
pump. He added pipes to carry
water up to the tank, and some
more pipes to bring the water
back down, to run into mother’s
kitchen. Of course all the water
was cold water, not hot. But
mother didnt mind. Her cook-
stove had a large tank on it which
warmed all the water she ever
needed.

Father allowed that if he’d
known how little trouble it was
to put running water in Effie’s
kitchen, he would have done it a
long time ago.

Taking a bath in those days
was no great problem. It did,
however, depend on who was
being bathed. Kids of low ages

were bathed by their mothers.
And those kids liked it im-
mensely. Was the most fun they
had. Sloshing water all over
themselves, the floor, and their
mother. Very little fun was gen-
erated for the mother, which was
why she taught the child, as soon
as possible, to bathe its own little
sweet self.

Not all farm work was
thought of as toil. Lots of it was
fun, and we undertook it with
enthusiasm. We kids always
looked forward to the coming of
the threshing gang. They only
stayed for one whole day, but they
brought great excitement. We’d
watch for their coming every
July, or sometimes August, when
the wheat was ready to be
threshed. It had been cut a few
weeks earlier by our own binder
machine, which cut down the
standing grain. The binder,
pulled by two of our mules,
mowed the stalks down, gath-
ered them together in armful-
sized bundles,
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Mr. Ed would tell us which
day the threshing crew would
arrive - always early in the morn-
ing.

We would hear them coming
a mile or so before they got there
by the loud clanking of the large
iron wheels of the steam engine
on the gravel road. A man would
be sitting on a high seat, steer-
ing the thing and pulling the
string which made the steam
whistle seream out every few
minutes. That was for the excite-
ment of the kids in the neighbor-
hood. A man always walked close
behind the engine, poking in
large sticks of fire wood to keep
the steam up. He had no trouble
walking fast enough to do that.
The thing couldn* travel very
fast. The engine pulled, in tow, a
long, red contraption called a
threshing machine. The other
two men of the crew sat on top
of it, enjoying the ride and watch-
ing us kids enjoy their parade.

The driver steered the ma-

then tied the
bundle with
strong twine into
a bow knot. Just
think of a ma-
chine doing that!
A man by the
name of
McCormick had
thought up how
it could be done.
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chine offthe road onto our wheat
field. Finding a good place to set
up, the crew umhooked the
threshing machine from the
steam engine. The two machines
were placed about forty feet
apart, facing each other and
lined up so that a long, wide belt
could be placed on a large power
wheel on the steam engine and a
similar-sized power wheel on the
threshing machine. The belt
made the whole operation work.
The steam engine turned the
wheel that pulled the belt, which
turned a wheel that moved the
working parts inside the thresh-
ing machine, which threshed the
wheat.

Our wagons would start haul-
ing the wheat from where it stood
in shocks all over the field. A
shock is about a dozen or so
bundles put together in such a
way as to shed water in case of
rain before threshing day.

The bundles were fed into the
threshing machine and the grain
separated from the rest of the

wheat stalk - the chaff. The ma-
chine caused the grains to go into
alarge bag, When it was full, one
of the crew sewed up the top with
needle and coarse thread. The
chafff was spewed out all over
everywhere.

The crew members always
had dinner with us at noontime.
That itself was always interest-
ing to us kids. And everybody
was as hungry as bass fiddles,
kids and all. The threshing busi-
ness makes lots of work for all.
And gives all a big appetite.

Of course, we kids would go
back to the field with the crew
for the rest of the day and watch
them undo all the machinery and
get their show back on the road.

Surround yourself with
what you love - family, pets,
keepsakes, music, plants,
hobbies, whatever. Your
home is your refuge.
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Weird, Strange
and Wacky
News

- After robbing restaurant
manager Janice Head at
knifepoint and taking her purse,
the assailant called to ask her
out. Police arrested the thief
when he arrived for their date.

- The London Times has re-
ported some serious breaches of
health regulations in British hos-
pitals, including the finding of
dead cockroaches in the food
served at the Royal Free Hospi-
tal in Lancashire. The catering
manager of the hospital apolo-
gized for the problem but ex-
plained that the insects posed no
health risks, as long as they were
cooked to the correct tempera-
ture.

- When a British schoolboy
was unable to remove a vase that
was struck on his head, he was
rushed to the hospital on a city
bus. According to reports, in an
attempt to make the boy look
more normal to the other pas-
sengers, his mother placed his
school cap on top of the vase.

- In Crown Point, Indiana, po-

Wouldn’t it be great if when-
ever we mess up our lives we
could simply press “Ctrl Alt
Delete’ and start all over?

Jim Sousa

lice have re-opened the case of a
man who died from 32 hammer
blows to his head. The cause of
death had been ruled a suicide,
in spite of the County coroner’s
opinion that a man simply could
not remain conscious long
enough to hit himselffin the head
32 times.

- Albert Collins, a 66-year-old
apartment manager in Kansas
City, went to the apartment of a
tenant to complain about the
noise being made. Collins re-
ported to police that he told the

tenant he had had “an earful” of
the excess noise. Replying that he
would “fix that”, the angry ten-
ant seized Collins by the hair and
bit off part of his ear.

- Police in San Mateo, Cali-
fornia, arrested a man for steal-
ing a 400-pound safe from a res-
taurant less than a block from
his home. Alert officers simply
followed the gouge-marks the
safe left in the concrete as he
dragged it home.
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The Seven
Year ltch

by Tillonamn Hill

In the early years it was not
as easy to keep clean as it is now.
You had to heat your water and
put it in a number 3 wash tub to
take a bath. The men and boys
could go to the barber shop and
take a bath. There, a bath cost a
nickel and then they went up to
a dime. But the women had to
use the number 3 wash tub.

It was not umcommon for
someone to have lice, bedbugs or
the 7 year itch. A health nurse
would come to school and
everybody’s head. If you had lice
you went home and got rid of
them.

We never had lice or bedbugs.
I will never forget my mother
each morning as she made up
the beds, pulling the ticking
down on the edges of the mat-
tress and looking for bedbugs.

Today I never go to a zoo and
see a mother monkey pick up her
little monkey and start looking
in his fur for fleas that I dont

think about how my mother used
to grab me every time I got close
enough for her to grab me and
look my head over to make sure
I did not have lice.

I said my family never had
lice or bed bugs but we all had
the 7 year itch. One time in pat-

with sulfur and grease when my
cousin threw a mad fit and went
to stay with some friends ef ours
over on Lincoln Avenue. Unfor-
tunately, they had the 7 year itch
and my cousin brought it back
to us.

The process you went

ticular I re-
member my
mother had
us to rub
down in sul-
fur and
grease. A few
years earlier,
my uncle had
gotten killed
in an accident
at Lowe Mill.
He had 3 kids
and one of the
teenage girls
had come to
live with us.
She could be
hell on wheels
sometimes.
Back to
the 7 year
itch. My
mother had
just gotten us
all cured of
the 7 year itch
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through to get rid of it is well re-
membered. You had to wash all
your clothes and the bed sheets.
Then everybody took a hot bath
and rubbed down in sulfur and
grease.

This one particular time, it
was cold winter. One by one the
water was heated and put in the
number 3 wash tub. After one of
us would take a bath, the tub was
taken to the back yard and
dumped. More water was heated
and one more of us would take a
bath and be rubbed down in sul-
fur and grease. My daddy was the
last to take a bath.

As [ said it was very cold so
we took our baths in front of the
wood cook stove in the kitchen.
We had the most beautiful eook
stove I have ever seen. It was

Jack’s
Toy Store

Spegializing in the service
& restoration of fine
British automobiles.

JAGUAR

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama

white porcelain with a big
warmer on top and a water res-
ervoir on the end. It had a beau-
tiful chrome rail in the front of
it. We cooked on it up to the
1950s.

When we moved from Barrell
Street to Meridian Street we got
an electric stove. I don’t remem-
ber what happened to the wood
cook stove but I would give any-
thing to have it today. I can close
my eyes and still see every detail
about that stove.

Well, back to my daddy get-
ting rid of the itch. My daddy was
built just like I am. He had a big
chest, big shoulders, good arms
but a skinny butt. He was stand-
ing up in the tub drying off with
a towel, bent over and bumped
his butt on that beautiful chrome
rail on the front of the stove.

He started to holler and
scream and everybody ran into
the kitchen. There he stood,
buck naked and very mad. Need-
less to say he gave my cousin hell
for bringing the 7 year itch to our
home.

Many years later, we had
many a laugh over the incidents
of that day.
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Memories of The
River Bridge

by Georger Swaritz
(from a 1931 interview)

As the river bridge (bridge on
South Parkway) is mearing
completion (1931) and will soon
be dedicated, I believe it is fit-
ting that the present day genera-
tion should know something of
this site’s early period of impor-
tance to the Tennessee Valley,
especially Humisville. John
Ditto, in the fall of 1802, came
down the Watauga trail from
some point in Virginia, stopped
where the present site of Hunts-
ville is today, and built a lean-to
pole shack against the river
where General Cook’s army is
shown to have crossed at John
Ross ferry, where Chattanooga is
today. He was also enroute to the
Creek country, touched the
Coosa River at Ft. Armstromg,
and down the meanders of the
river to where he joined Jackson
at Littaflichee above Ft. Strother
on the Coosa in the eastern Mis-
sissippi territory, now eastern
Alabama.

James White established a
salt house at a point where the
present bridge heels on the north
bank ofthe river today. This was
about 1828. He was called Salt
White, because off his salt trade,
by the early steamboat men.
Capt. Mathew Mohan married
Betty Cooper in 1830. She was a
daughter of the proprietor of
Cooper’s tavern, then located at
the point today where the Hunts-

ville city hall
stands. This
property was the
first sold by the
commissioners of
Humnitsville and
bought by John
Reed, who paid
$715 for it. Later
a tavern was built
and run by the
Coopers. Miss
Cooper was in
Roes Seminary
on Roes Moun-
tain, now Monte
Sano since given
that name as a
development
project. Capt.
Mohan Heald
learned the
shoals trade as a
flat boat pilot be-
ginning in 1812.
He met the girl at
the tavern. As
these shoals pi-
lots would come
up the Watauga
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trail from the point where it
branched off the Natchez trail at
Colbert’s ferry, they would stop
at the tavern. After Capt. Mohan
married he took his bride to
Ditto’s Landing, and was ware-
houseman for James White for
several years. After steamboats
were built he ran on the river
above the shoals. He went on
them and was the first flat boat
shoals pilot to qualify as a li-
censed pilot by the steamboat in-
spection service from Ditto’s
Landing to Eastport Landing,
Miss., at the foot of the shoals.
This was in 1852 after Congress
passed a bill Aug, 30, 1852 com-
pelling all officers of steam ves-
sels serve three years and qualify
to get licensed. Capt. Matt K.
Mohan, son of Matthew and Betty
Mohan, lives today at Hartselle,
Ala., and is 92 years of age.
Hence, the above information.

I have known two early and
steamboat men who knew John
Ditto persomally, Capt. Tom
Miller, and Jesse Allison. These
men told me much about Ditto’s
Landing in 1807 and 1809, and
the first steamboat over the
shoals in 1828. She sank on Bird
Iron shoals two miles below
Ditto’s Landing in the early
1830s, was raised and rebuilt
into the steamboat Enterprise at
John Ditto’s boat yard on the
river bank below the preseit
ferry boat landing todayy.

Ditto’s Landing road was an
important thoroughfare and
much traffic was engaged over it,
taking all products from Hunts-
ville to the river to be shipped
south. Flour was a big item
shipped in via Ditto’s Landing

Have you noticed that people
who want to share their
religious views with you

almost never want you to
share yours with them?

Sara Little

road. There was an inspector
kept at Ditto’s who in those days
was called a flour inspector, re-
ally was a surveyor of customs
in a simple way. Hunter Peel’s
map of 1825 shows the Ditto's
Landing road, which is now
called the Whitesburg Pike, since
the landing took that name about
1833.
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Strain and finely grate 12 table-
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& double boller. Remove from
heat and add the scented glyc-
erin to the melted soap. Add 1
tablespoon of honey. Mix well
and pour into greased molds.

Allow to set until the soap
is cool and hardened.
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A Lady of Dubious Distinction

Clarissa Douglass, a lady of dubious distinction, was up before
Squire Figg yesterday on a charge of stealing clothes from
Huntsville’s merchants.

Miss Douglass’ downfall was her penchant for fine clothing which
she said, “is necessary for a lady in my changed position,” hence
she began a monologue describing why each article of the purloined
clothing was essential to maintain her position in our fair city’s
society.

She found her purse would not withstand so heavy an outlay,
but the clothes must be had. Recalling the raids of the late war, she
decided to undertake one of her own, and if successful, would be
clothed as well as the best of them.

Her raid ended on a sour note when she attempted to leave a
store with three dresses in an egg basket, and two hats perched
daintily upon her head.

She was brought up before the august presence of Justice Figg,
who after hearing evidence of the state, bound Clarissa over in a
bond of $100.00. No one appearing to endorse for her, Clarissa
went down to the corner of Clinton and Green streets to board
until the court is held.

from 1866 newspaper
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Personal
Reminiscences

of Civil War
Times

The following article was
read May 9, 1911 by Mrs. Lila
Greet at a wneeting of the
Viirgiinia. Clay Clopton Chapter,
United Daughters off the Con-

federacy.

Recalling those four years of
horror meted out to us by the
enemy who were devastating our
fair land. I wonder we did net
succumb to fear and despair.
Meager details of the battles
reached us through the Yankees
only and were invariably misrep-
resented. Often we were given
statements of numbers slain
without the names and were left
in horrible suspense for months.

Huntsville was invaded by
General Mitchel, April 11, 1862.
Many citizens were refuging, hav-
ing left their homes at the ap-
proach of the enemy. Gen.
Mitchel’s first act of oppression
was to arrest twelve promiinent
citizens, mnamely: James
Donegan, Robert Fearn, Dr. Ban-
ister, Rew. Mr. Robertson, Wm.
McDonald, Dr. Thomas Fearn,
George P Beirne, Alex Lacy,
Samuel Cruse, Governor
Chapman, Ed Betts and a man
named Lanier, who was a negro
trader. After the others were re-
leased Mr. McDonwell and the
Lanier man were sent to the

You know you’re getting older
when your pacemaker makes
your garage door open when
you see a person of the
opposite sex.

Jerry Stein

—

penitentiary in Nashville and
Judge Edward Betts was kept in
jail here for weeks and was tried
for his life, being saved by the
evidence of a Col. Hickman, a
Yankee sympathizer who testi-
fied to Judge Betts being an in-
valid and not at the time in
Communication with the South-
ern Armmyy.

Col. McDonwell’s health was
terribly impaired while in prison
in Nashville. Indeed his death
has always been attributed to
peas and pumpkin in the pen.

Our Reverend and very dear
old friend, Mr. Robinson of the
Episcopal Church, who was ever
more truthful and polite, en-
raged the authorities here to
such an extent he was not only
ordered out of the lines, but his
grey hairs were insulted by his
being sent across the river in a
chicken coup.

The terrors of our situation
were added to by the “home-
made” Yamkees and other camp
followers who donned the blue

coats and searched and robbed
heuses. One of these marauders
was a man named Kinch Britz, a
native of this country. He was the
terror of the conmumumitty.

He made his appearance one
night demanding admittance at
the front door of the Scruggs
heme near town where [ was vis-
iting, Not realizing my danger, I
threw open the door and defied
him to enter telling him I knew
he was nobody, but old “Kitchen
Bricks” and I would have him
arrested. After storming and
threatening, he left saying we
would see him again, but this
was the last of the Kitchen
Bricks, for in an attempt to in-
vade the Robinson home a few
nights later, he was killed by Doc-
tor Mel Robinson. Every citizen
breathed a sigh of relief when
they heard ofthis demon’s death.

We in the country always hid
our valuables at the approach of
the Yankees. Once when they
came to our home purposefully
to search for fire arms, my aunt
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Mrs. Mills, stuffed all the knives,
forks and spoons in her bosomi,
being a portly lady they projected
at all angles. Notwithstanding
there being so in evidence, she
swore to the Yankees that there
were no firearms and not even a
silver spoon in the house. This
being so absurd the leader
winked at his companion and
said, “Well, lady you are such a
fine old liar, we’ll spare your
spoons this time.”

The climax of my war experi-
ence was reached when I went
with the men who were depu-
tized by Gen. Porrest to burn a
railroad bridge near my home.
With my own little brown hand I
applied a torch. The burning of
this bridge detained the supplies
for a whole division of the Yan-
kee Armugy.

Near the close ofthe war Miss
Carrie Hentz (the governess in
my uncles’s family) and I were
arrested and brought to Hunts-
ville, where she was being tried
as a Confederate spy. We were
made to walk between two files
of mounted soldiers several
miles to the railroad station at
Madison. We reached Huntsville
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can deliver
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about 12 in the night. We were
taken to headquarters which
were in Mrs. Rice’s house now
occupied by Mrs. Whitten. All
night we listened to the tramp of
the guard passing our door. Miss
Carrie, being a very timid spirit
and dreading very much some
impudence of tongue on my part,
spent the night imploring me to
be silent, asking me questions
and in the next breath telling me
to shut my mouth.

Twice a day we were carried
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to the court house, and subjected
to a rigid cross-examination. My
appearance in the court room at
the Calhoun building caused a
ripple of amusement. Being a
tall, leggy girl I was arrayed in
my diminutive grandmother’s
black silk gown made with par-
ried waist and full skirt. My
puppy having chewed up one of
my shoes and one of my
grandmother’s, my feet were
shod in a kid boot and a cloth
gaiter. On my head was a Nea-
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politan skyscraper tied under my chin with a huge
bow of royal purple.

Regardless of strict orders to hold no communi-
cation with the prisomer, I rushed up and embraced
my poor old Uncle Elisha, whose hair had turned white
and whose clothes had become ragged and unsightly
from his long imprisonment in a filthy jail.

Before the end of my Uncle’s trial and acquittal, I
was stricken with typhoid fever and was removed from
Headquarters in the Donegan carriage to my aunt’s
home, Mrs. Bradley. The Yankee doctor allowed dear
old Dr. Sheffey to assist in caring for me during this
illness and I am quite sure my only nourishment for
six weeks was slippery elm bark which had lain in
Cooper’s drug store ever since the war had begun. I
didn't fatten on this diet but got well enough to go
back to my uncle’s home.

One of the officers who accompanied me taunted
me with our defeat, which he declared was an assured
fact.

I contradicted him flatly telling him as sure as there
was a nose on his face it was not true.

This man’s nose beggars description. I will say
briefly that Cyrano De Bergerac’s was classical sym-
metry in comparisomn.

Having a sense of humor, Mr. Yankee replied, ‘Just
as sure as it is a very defective nose, it is true.”
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News Bio 1911

- Tke Lee Arrested - Deputy Sherifff N.
L. Plerce yesterday arrested Ike Lee, of
Dallas Village, on a charge of an assault
with a knife.

- West Holmes street concrete bridge is
nearing completion. Its opening to public
travel has already relieved the West Clinton
street congestion.

- Wanted - to rent a gentle driving horse
for the summer. See H. S. Bradford, 119
Washington St.
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News From The Year 1912

Titantic Survivor Examined Mayor and

Passenger says there were not enough life boats Newspaper

New York, May 2: Senator
Smith, of the Titanic Investigat-
ing Commiittee, today examined
a first steerage passenger of the
Titanic. He swore positively that
the ship’s officers made an effort
to lock the steerage passengers
on their own deck following the
collision. Steerage passengers
who protested were knocked
down by the deck steward, but
they later smashed the gate.

The witness was Daniel
Buckley, aged 21, who emigrated
from Cork Ireland, and is now
living with relatives in the Bronx.

He declared that the first the
steerage passengers knew of the
accident was when, the water be-
gan rushing into their quarters.
They were in bed.

He said: ‘We rushed upstairs
but could find no life preservers.
Not one of us had any. After the
gate was smashed, we had as
good a chance for escape and
rescue as any of the passengers
but there were not enough boats.

When we launched the sixth
boat, a few of us got in, as there
were few women left. An officer
ordered us to get out. A woman
whom [ afterward learned was
Mrs. John Jacob Astor put a
small shawl over me. I stayed in
the bottom of the boat and was
saved.”

Local News

Humisville - The Huntsville
Chamber of Commerce,
headed by J.P Cooney,
announced today that it is
raising membership dues to
$1 per month.

- Horace Deavers reported
shooting a hog thief yesterday
near New Market. All persons
are warned to be on the look
out for a tall light-haired, thin
white man dressed in overalls
and carrying a healthy load of
buck sheot in certain parts of

his bodly.

504 Jordan Ln. NW, Suite F
Preston Plaza
Corner of Jordan & Holmes
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Editor in
Fist Fight

Huntsville - Huntsville Mayor,
R.E. Smith, and J. Emory Pierce,
editor of the local newspaper,
were involved in an altercation
yesterday after meeting on the
streets and exchanging insults.

The Mayor had taken excep-
tion to certain articles recently
printed in the newspaper, and
after meeting Emory on the side-
walks in front of the courthouse,
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Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning
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Water Extractions
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took the epportunity to voice his
displeasure.

One witness claimed the
mayor made certain remarks
about Emory’s ancestry, whereas
the editor promptly begin thrash-
ing him with a walking cane. The
pugilists were separated by on-
lookers before either could inflict
serious injusy.

The mayor fined himself ten
dollars in city court the next
morning for losing his temper.

Madison County
Grand Jury Makes
Report

Humitsville - The Madison
County Grand Jury investigated
county properties before making
their annual report.

The Pest House on Athens
Pike was found to be in satisfae-
tory condition with only six
smallpox patients in residence.

The county Poor House near
New Market has 23 inmates liv-
ing in six double log cabins, with
a mess hall and keepers quar-
ters. .y
Overall, conditions at both
facilities were found to be ad-
equate with the Grand Jury’s
only recommendation being that
inmates be required to work.

Ineome Tax
Becomes
The Law

Washington, D.C.: Despite fi-
ery opposition from Southern
lawmakers, Congress today
passed the 16th amendment,
making a Federal Income Tax the
law of the land.

Lawmakers were finally
swayed into voting for the amend-
ment after receiving promises
that the new law would only af-
fect the top two percent of the
population.

“The average working man,”
said a New York Senator, “would
feel absolutely no effects from the
tax. The burden will be put en-
tirely upon the wealthiest two
percent who can most afford it.”

Leaders from both parties
gave assurances that the tax rate
would never be increased and
that the money raised would be
spent entirely on reducing the
deficit.
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- Raw chicken breasts are
easier to cut up if you freeze
them, start to thaw them out and
use-sharp scissors instead of a
knife.

- For a different taste in your
hot tea this winter, try using a
spoonful of strawberry jelly in-
stead of the sugar, or add a slice
of lemon that has been studded
with a couple of whole cloves.

- If your kid’s shoelaces al-
ways come undone, try dampen-
ing them before tying.

- If you are going to be out
and have no way to brush your
teeth after eating, carry some
mint tea bags with you to nibble
on - they will make your breath
smell sweet.

- For a deep-cleaning mask,
try stroking on some Milk of
Magnesia, leave it on for 10 min-
utes, but avoid the eye area.
Rinse with warm water.

- Remove paper that is glued
onto wood surfaces by rubbing
on some olive oil.

- When you wake up in the
middle of the night with a bad
leg cramp, immediately flex foot
or feet upward towards your
head.

- If your windshield wipers
smear, clean the windshield and

the wiper blades with rubbing
alcohol.

- Avoid storing different
cakes, cookies or bread in the
same container - they affect each
other and will get stale much
faster.

- Be sure and store your nuts
in the fridge or freezer - often
times they will get rancid if
stored at room temperature:

- If you love to steam veg-
etables, like I do, pour the left-
over liquid in the bottom of your
pan into containers and freeze.
That way, when you are making
soup or need vegetable broth,
you will have it readly.

- If the electricity in your of-
fice makes your skirts or dresses
cling, just go the bathroom and
wet your hands at the sink - rub
your legs lightly with the water
and you will see no more cling.

- Ifyour belts are all in a mess
in your closet, simply buy some
ofthe commomn-cup hooks, screw
them into the bottom of a
wooden pants or coat hanger,
and put your belts on the hooks.

Whiskey

Jfrom 1861 mewspeper

Old Joe Commons has
been a great smuggler in his
day; and has been very fortu-
nate in eluding detection - he
white washed everything over
so well that few were suspi-
cious of him.

Officer Palmer, however,
caught him at his tricks, sell-
ing whiskey without license
and Joe was compelled to pay
$35 plus costs to meet the
demands of His Honor Mayor
Davis.

Another Negro named
Long, who lived near Pinhook
Bridge, was up for a like
offense and was allowed to
contribute the same amount
to the city finances.
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Miesmoiies of
Brahan Spring

By Phillip Johnson

“The Spring” was what we
Village boys called it when we re-
ferred to Brahan Spring. I recall
that the mill company owned
and maintained the spring. A
single cinder-covered lane at the
end of Ivy Avenue led up to the
spring. Automobile traffic was
discouraged by a cattle guard
and locked field gate. A wayside
entrance was constructed for the
convenience of the villagers who
wanted to pasture their cows,
and a barbed wire fence enclosed
the pasture that surrounded the
spring. Another gate and fence
separated the pasture from the
cultivated field of corn, cotton
and soybeans. A swamp laurel
oak lowland lay just north ofthe
spring, which gushed out from
under a hill and ran off in a
stream before entering Hunts-
ville Spring Branch about a mile
to the south.

The mill had placed a con-
crete enclosure using railroad
cross ties for the spillway. An
earthen dam was built across the
lewlands encompassing the run-
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of carpentry - Free estimates

115 Smith Road
Hazel Green, Al. 35801

—

off branch. A six foot chain link
fence complete with barbed wire
overhang had recently been con-
structed to encroach intruders
like ourselves.

Some weeks during the sum-
mer months the mill would open
the gates for fishing and picnick-
ing. We would simply slide un-
der an eroded washout as vari-
ous locations around the fence.
We caught brim, bluegill and
shellcracker if we were lucky -
we all loved to fish back then.

There was lots of algae cov-

ering the top of the water, which
posed an obstacle for us boys.
Wayne Quick concocted a tech-
nique by using a long cane pole,
twine and a hook. We would tie
the twine to the pole, then a hook
to the other end of the twine, then
finally apply a fat red worm to
the hook. We would loft the pole
into the air, slinging the line out
and over the algae. We caught so
many dark, fat brim this way, I
lost count. We also had some
good times frog gigging around
the edges of the spring.
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Some of the older guys who
were residents of the village
fished at the spring quite often.
Abe Daniel and Pete Harmmond
were two that come to mind. Abe
was a member of a very large
family, whose father died when
he was just a teenager. He had to
quit school and go to work to
help support his family. He was
a loom fixer in the mill, and told
me how he would get up every
morning for work and take cold
biscuits and streak of lean for
lunch. A shelifwas designated as
the location for storing lunches.
Abe made use of the same sack
for several days, causing the sack
to become quite greasy. One day
while on his lunch break he ne-
ticed a clean brown sack. He
thought he would take this one
and leave his greasy one but
when he looked inside the sack
all he found was a hammer and
two hickory nuts.

I remember that pigeons
were really a nuisance when they
roosted under the overhang of
the mill. Excrement from the
birds caused flies and insects to
swarm the window sills and then
into the mill room work area it-
self. The mill management tried
all kinds of ways to get rid of
them, but didn’t have much luck.

I was quite a hunter back

You know you’re getting
older when you feel like the
morning after and you
haven’'t been anywhere.

then and I remember how there
was a mud flat built up at the
8pring, caused by the buckbeans
that sprouted up there. Wilson
snipe frequented the mud flats,
flying at low altitudes across the
water before coming to a running
halt on the flat. We used to hide
in the buck bushes waiting for
as many as ten of the fast-flying
game birds to pass within shoot-
ing distance of our hiding place.
I remember that Buddy Collett
eould sit motionless for long pe-

rleds ef time while we waited for
the northern shoveler ducks to
fly over. We found so many In-
dian artifacts in that area near
the mud flat - I figured there
must have been some Indian
hoemes there at one time.

“While in the emergency
room, she was examined,
x-rated and sent home.”

Seen on a Mobile
hospital chart
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Models

by Mislleolm W. Miller

In a previous story I stated
that my role models in growing
up were not celebrities or great
athletes who often disappoint us
but that my role models growing
up were my six older brothers
who set examples that were be-
yond my ability to live up to. In
the last story I talked about my
oldest brother, Robert, who had
just passed away. This time I
want to write about my second
eldest brother, Joe.

Joe was born Joseph Hous-

living on the farm.

In the late 1930’ like se
many young men of that day Joe
joined the U.S. Army, however he
was never happy being away
from the farm. At that time you
could buy your way out of the
military and he saved up his
small monthly salary until he
had enough money to buy his
way out and get back to the farm.
He spent almost all of his life in
the Ryland commmumity, moving
there as a small boy. The only
time he was away from Ryland
was the one year he was in the
army and the two years he lived
in the Harvest commumity. At his
funeral the minister, Charles
McCay, aptly described him as
Mr. Ryland.

GENERAIL. CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can

In 1938 his good friend Jim Trust’
ton Miller on a farm known as Ben Gossett dared him to ask a
the Spragins place on what is young lady, Elsie Mefford, to let
now known as the Fagan Springs him walk her home from church
area of Huntsville. As was his as that was the common way of
older bother before him, his life courting in those days since
consisted ofhard work and hard hardly anyone had a car. That
Hours
Showroom Mon=Fri 8“8
Sat. 8-7
HOME OF THE NEXT F=150
wwmwwooahpndiknsonford.com Service & Parts Mon=Fri 76
Salt 7=-3
2500 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al Rental Mon-Fri 76
256-53D-puul Sait 7-12
MORE FOR LESS... PERIOID)!I!



http://www.woodyandersonford.com

dare caused the beginning of a
relationship that lasted over 50
years until Joe’s death on Feb-
ruary 20, 1991.

Joe was a man who devel-
oped deep and lifelong friend-
ships, such as Bill Mitchell, Jim
Barnett, Dawson Taylor, Ulan
Golden, Finas Parton and of
course Clyde Gossett, the long-
est and one they passed down to
their sons. Clyde Gossett and
Joe became friends as little boys,
they were as close as twins. They
grew up together during the great
depression. Their families were
both dirt poor share croppers.
Bill Mitchell and Finas Parton
are the only ones of these friends
still living,

Joe had a nickname for ev-
erybodyy, anybody he didn’t give
a nickname to was somebody he
didn’t like. His nickname for me
in public was ‘Catmess’, in pri-
vate you can imagine what it was.
The nickname he was given by
his friends was “Roek” Clyde
Gossett’s nickname was ‘Ox’, so
together as friends they were
Rock and Ox. He loved children
more than anybody I ever saw.
He loved his family including all
of his brothers and their fari-
lies.

Joe did the maintenance
work for Shiloh church free for
about 40 years. He looked after
Ryland cemetery free the same
period of time; cutting the grass,
locating graves for people,
(sometimes strangers) who had
family or friends buried there,
dug graves and anything else that
had to be done. He knew more
about the cemetery than any-
bodly.

Joe helped everybody around
Ryland who needed emergency
repair work done, some outside
of Ryland, usually without
charge; pay would be offered but
he wouldn’t take it. After the tor-
nado that blew his house away
on April 3, 1974, he was given
hundreds of dollars by an unateld
number of people who would say
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things like, he helped me many
times and wouldn’t take a dime,
now I have a chance to pay him
back a little.

People said Joe was a great
basketball player. I have heard

people who played with him say
he would carry people up while
making a shot on both arms and
score and it was not safe for
members of either team to be
close to him under the goal.

Joe and Elsie raised three
fine sons, Austin, Berns and Gre-
gory, all who finished college. To
me this is a tribute to the life that
he and Elsie lived. One thing will
always remain in my memory
that the minister Charles McCay
said at Joe’s funeral, “If Joe
Miller dont make it to heaven I
don’t have a chance.’
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Memories

by Aunt Euwnice

When I was a young girl, we
lived on a dirt road between New
Hope and Owens Cross Roads.
Our home was a log cabin, full
of holes between the logs where
the chinking had fallen out. I still
remember how cold and drafty
it was, and being able to look
between the cracks and see the
stars at night.

I was the middle child of
twelve, six brothers and five sis-
ters, and since there were kids
younger than me, I had to take
care of them to help my mothesr.
With that many children the old
house must have been packed
full, but I don’t remember it that
way. The boys all slept in the loft,
while the girls all slept down-
stairs. It was nice because some-
times we could feel the heat from
the stove in the kitchen.

As soon as we were old
enough able to walk, we would
work in the fields, picking cot-
ton. People had large families
back then and everybody was
expected to work from the time
they could walk - either to take
care of the other kids or to work
in the fields. I remember my
mama bringing our baby brother

to the field, and putting him en
a blanket while the rest of us
picked cotton all day.

When we weren’t working in
the fields, taking care of the ani-
mals or working in the house, we
went to school. I remember it
was a small frame schoolhouse.
In the fall we got out of school
for several weeks to help pick
cotton. They called it a “Cotton
vacation,” but believe me - it
wasn’t no vacation. There were

very few times of leisure. For fun
we’d sometimes walk up and
down the road near our home,
on Sundays, and we’d always be
singing songs. I remember the
boys would follow after us girls,
many a time.

My daddly, a preacher, was
very strict in raising us. We were
not allowed to listen to music
unless it was religious and us
girls were not allowed to wear
makeup or date. Daddy wouldn’t
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put up with boys coming round
the house trying to court us.

We didn’t ever go shopping,
like kids do nowadays. We had a
wagon with horses and ifwe ever
went to town, that’s how we went.
Years later Daddy bought a black
Chewy. I think I was 13 or so at
the time, and never thought he’d
get it, but he did.

We hardly ever got store
bought clothes. When we went
shopping Mama would buy flour
in large cotton sacks printed with
colorful patterns. Mama would
let us pick the patterns we
wanted. After the flour was used
up Mama would make dresses
and shirts out of the material.
Almost everyone who lived in the
country did the same thing,

My mother was the sweetest
and most warmhearted lady any-
one knew. I wonder how many
people today could raise twelve
kids, work all day in the fields
and then go home and cook sup-
per on a wood stove. That was
my Mama’s life but she never
complained. She always had
time to hug people, that’s prob-
ably where I got it from. I can’t
wait to see her again one day.

What was amazing to me is
that no matter how poor we were
back then, there was always food
on the table for people who were
worse off than we were, to stop
by and eat. It didn’t matter ifthey
were Just acquaintances, or
friends, everyone was welcome
at Mama’s table.

I remember Mama didn’
measure ingredients or ever use
a cookbook, just rolled out
dough that she made by just
reaching into the bags of flour
and throwing it into a bowl and
mixing with water or milk. Mama
had a really good cold remedy
that she swore by - she would
mix honey, lemon juice, Wild
Turkey and raisins. Those rai-
sins were pretty strong after a
couple of weeks but it sure got
rid of a cold!
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Colored Men Drafted

Erom 1917 Huntsville newspaper

The local draft board is preparing to send one hundred eelered menR {8
army training camps next Sunday. Fifty-nine Negro boys were sent away
last Saturday. There has been much clamor ameng the Celered pepulatien
since several of their number returned from training camps sperting Rew
uniforms and wallets of greenbacks.

It is not yet clear as to what duty the colored soldiers will perferm al-
though there has been much speculation they may be used in the aetual
fighting in Europe if needed.
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for everything from bathing and dolng dishes
and laundry to cleaning. E =

- Your Rainsoft water treatment system is
built to last and carries a limited lifetime war-
ranty, so you can exclude it from your real es-
tate contract and take it to your next home.

T EeEle=e— A Eeee—



http://www.rainsoft.com

Old Himmtsville Bags 44

News Fromm New Masket

(Editor's Note: In the late
1800s, New Market was a bus-
tling town second only to Hunts-
ville in size in Madison Counnty.
Mrs. S.H. Hambrick, whose fam-
ily had connections with early
New Market, in 1968 found a
bundle of 17 issues of the New
Market Enterprise from 1888
and 1889 in the attic of her home
near Manchester, Tenn. Follow-
ing is the third of a series of ar-
ticles based on the contents of
those eight-page weekly tabloid
newspapers.)

by Wagion Smithey
Vol. I, No. 4, July 14, 1888

In Page 1 Local Briefs:

“We regret to learn that our
old and esteerned citizen, Mr. WE
Hereford, was severely bitten on
the callf of his leg a few days ago
by his viscous jack.”

G.L. Terry sent in the largest
peach ofthe season. It measured
11 inches around and weighed
11 ounces.

“Mr. Bradford Smithey, of
Hurricane, was here Tuesday
and reports crops never better
and in finer condition. Large
crops of oats and wheat have

are now m
good condition in shock await-
ing thresher.”

“We regret to hear of the ill-
ness of our oldest citizen, Mr.
Isaac Cook. Mr. Cook celebrated
the 80th anmiversary ofhis birth-
day last Tuesday.”

“Mr. Wm. A. Cochran, of this
place, left on the 7'th inst., on a
visit to relatives at Larkinsville,
Ala. We wish him a rich, rare and
racy time.”

“Mr. Bradford Hill, an old ex-
Confederate member of Col.
Russell's regiment, fourth Ala-
bama cavalry, was in town a few

days ago with a large lot of ce-
dar. He owns a valuable lot of
cedar and farm lands in the
mountains, from which he de-
rives a good living. Mr. Hill ac-
cepted the inevitable results of
the war, like all good and true
soldiers, and has ever since la-
bored for the comfort and wel-
fare of his family and the pros-
perity of his county, and new
subscribes for the Enterprise.”
Merchant J.W. Cochran ad-
vertised for 100 bushels of peach
seeds and 10,000 pounds of
dried peaches and apples. The
editor added this note, “The de-
mand for dried fruits is practi-
cally unlimited in the United
States, besides statistics show

that many thousand pounds are
annually exported to foreign
countries, particularly to En-
gland, with whom we exchange
many hundred million dollars’
worth of products annuallyy. We
therefore earnestly request our
citizens to utilize every peach and
apple of this season’s growth.
Make full and ample prepara-
tions for drying them all by
beginning now. We can assure
them that their entire surplus
can be sold at good and remu-
nerative prices for all their labor
and outlay.”

Mention also was made ofthe
fact that huckleberries were
coming into the market in large
quantities. “Mrs. Sharp, of Mint
Spring, has marketed 15 or 20
gallons this season. We regret to
learn of the failure of the moun-
tain crop of this berry, which will
make the supply short. Many

LIMESTONE

Call (256) 232-8877

FURNITURE MART
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dollars were added to the family
revenue by this crops last year.”

Folks were reminded on Page
1 that “the ladies of the Baptist
church will serve ice cream to-
day in the front yard of the
Hambrick House.”

The editor chastised the citi-
zens of New Market for losing a
contract to their nearby neigh-
bors in Tennessee:

“Mr. J.N. Martin, of
Huntland, Tenn., has a contract
for delivering 1,300 cedar poles
to the N.C. & St. L.R.R, at the
point. We regret that our own
people do not reap all the advan-
tages of our railroad facilities.
Let us wake up and gather into
our own pockets these shekels
that of right belong to us. An-
other contract has been awarded
under our nose. It requires eter-
nal vigilance to keep ourselves
abreast of these times.” Follow-
ing is the next installment of the
History of New Market column:

“Just two miles, in the north-
west direction from New Market,
a village was established called
Hillsboro, containing a few
houses and two stores. One was
kept by Esquire John Angel, who

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Monday - Sunday
Bar: 4pm - 1lpm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

"D

was a merchant and justice ofthe
peace. It is still marked on the
old maps.

“New Market, however, su-
perseded Hillsboro, and in 1832
the stores were closed up. At this
date there were four stores:
Patrick & Staples, W.W.
Humphries, William D. Hayter,
Holding & Echols, and a saloon
kept by Peter Turner, a
Seotchman. Then Alfred and
Albert Johnson, twin brothers,
opened a store; then John Ford
and Absalom Brown, then Pul-
ley & Criner. Joseph Brown was
the tailor, who fashioned the
dress coats for the citizens, swal-
low-tails, with brass-buttons,
rolling collar made very stiffand
hard; the broad-cloth was im-
ported and first-rate goods;
pants were made with a small
flap before, elaborately stitched,
resembling a trap-door.

“Ezekiel Sluder was the
saddle and harness maker;
Jesse Randolph, mill-wright; all
his time was employed in keep-
ing up Miller’s Meals’ and

Washingto
m?e n

“Finally 21, and legally able
to do everything
I’'ve been doing since |
was 15.”
Overheard in New Hope

Coffee
Sandwiches
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Bicycle Delivery
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Shotwell's mills. Jesse Lilly had
a wool-carding machine, and
made the spinners of thread, tak-
ing the cotton, ginning and card-
ing and spinning the thread in
one operation. Negro women sel-
dom worked in the field; they
made cloth and carpets. The old-
fashioned spinning-wheel was
heard from sunrise to sunset,
with its musical boom filling the
air with thrift and profit to the
busy household, keeping time to
the twittering martins who built
their nests in large gourds sus-
pended to a pole.

“These were happy days. Ev-
ery one kept open house and
were profusely hospitable.”

Signs, Predictions
& Superstitions

*Plant green beans on
Good Friday.

*Plant vegetables that grow
underground (potatoes, car-
rots, etc.) in the dark of the
moon.

*Vegetables that grow
above the ground should be
planted in the light of the
moon.

*Collect the first snow of
March to take the sting out of
burns and other skin prob-
lems.

*When chimney smoke
goes to the ground, bad
weather will follow.

*A ring around the moon
means that rain will come in
three days.

22

person started away, forgetting
his change?”

Replied the cashier, very sin-
cerely, “Why, that’s easy. 1 would
tap sharply on the counter with
a dollar bill?”

A Sincere
Man

A customer had stopped in
one of Huntsville’s local beverage

“My husband says |
never listen to him. At

stores in order to purchase least, that’s what |

some wine. think he said.”
Being rather a talkative per-

son, the customer inquired of the Jan Thomas

cashier, “What would you do ifa
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Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence io sach of our
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Bob Baker, H.S.CA..

Owner

Gary Lea Knight,

Sales Managesr

Visit our wabsite for
upcoming sales

www.alphaesiatesales.com
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Six Dead
Husbands

Murrder or Coincidience?

The mysterious happenings
that took place in a home near
Hazel Green may have been ac-
cidental, or may have been vio-
lently purposeful. The only sign
left of Elizabeth’s six husbands
was an old hat rack upon which
hung six hats - one for each. For
some curious reason known only
to her, she kept the hat rack in
the foyer of her home, in plain
view, perhaps as a morbid re-
minder, or maybe as a warning
to the next unfortunate lover.

The antebellum home, re-
cently burned to the ground, was
built on the site of an Indian
mound about a mile east of Ha-
zel Green. The original log cabin
was erected in 1817 in the heart
of a 500-acre plantation by
Alexander Jeffries, an early
Madison County settler. He was
an older man, who met and im-
mediately became infatuated
with the young Elizabeth.

They married in 1837, and
unfortunately for him, Mr.
Jeffries died the same year. By
this time Elizabeth had experi-
ence burying husbands. As a
young girl she had met and mar-
ried in short succession. Her
first husband was Mr. Gibboiis.
They were married for only a
couple of months when he died
suddenly, and mysteriously.
Shortly afterwards, she set her

sights on Mr. Flannigan, whom

Spring Sale Now

in Progress
Large selection of
quality furnishings

she also married. Mr. Flannigan
lasted only three months before
he, too, died of unexplained cir-
cumstances. He was in his grave
before the neighbors were even
informed of the “tragedy”.

By this time the young widow
was well on her way to becom-
ing a wealthy landowner in Madi-
son Couity. Not wishing to marry
beneath her new-found status in
life, she decided to try her hand
at politics. Her next husband was
Robert A. High, from Limestone
Countyy, who was a State Legis-
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lator for the state of Alabama. He
probably spent much time away
from home, as it was almost two
years before he, too, expired sud-
denly and mysteriously at their
home.

Having tried politics and
plantation life, Elizabeth decided

Mrs. Ford

Heuse Clleaming

by appointment only
894-1301

Curtis Hall
Cell -755-1562

AN INVITATION TO
AN ENTIRELY NEW DESTINATION

Humntsville
AUGTOPLEX
6580 University Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35806

New and Used Automobiles

Bus. (256) 834-8050 Fax (256) 824-8053

THE PASSIONATE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION.

Tommy Wakefield
Calll-756-1564




to next marry a merchant. Absalom Brown
was a wealthy merchant from New Market.
After spending most of his fortune on his
new wife, he died as well. This came as a
shock to everyone, as Mr. Brown was a very
healthy and virile man. The unknown malady
that he was stricken with caused his body to
swell so much that it was necessary to bury
him immediately after his death. None of the
neighbors ever saw the bodly.

Not believing in long spells of mourning,
Miss Elizabeth Flannigan Gibbons Jeffries
High Brown roused herselfout ofher depres-
sion long enough to marry Willis Routt, her
sixth husband. Amazimglly, he died just like
the others in a short time.

At about this same time Elizabeth, or
Mrs. Routt, became involved in a controversy
with a neighbor, Abner Tate, over loose live-
stock and other matters. Tate was completely
blind to her beauty, which infuriated her, and
had been observing the home and its occu-
pants for many years. He openly charged her
with murder. He backed up his suspicions
with the hat rack in the parlor that was in
open sight, on which hung 6 old hats - the
blatant proof of Tate’s accusations.

Maybe Abner Tate should have been fore-
warned of crossing the notorious widow, for
shortly afterwards he was wounded by a
shotgun blast. Though proof was lacking,
gossip had it that Mrs. Routt had hired one
of Tate’s slaves to do him in. The slave, not
having the courage to do the dirty deed him-
self, in turn hired another man, who alleg-
edly pulled the trigger. Mr. Tate, shortly after-
wards, sold all of his slaves.

By this time Tate was furious with his
neighbor and determined to see justice done.

Discount Jewelers
& Repair

Wl “Gemstones “Diamonds
* *Watehes *Wateh batteries

Roger & Dot Danlel
Owwners
Shawn Danlel
Jewelry Repair
11203 Mem. Pkwy SW
Hiuntsvilie, Al 35803
(256) 882-7409

When he went to the authorities he was informed that
“nothing could be done unless you can find some evi-
dence.” Maybe all of her husbands did die natural
deaths. Maybe the slave did shooet you by aecident.
Maybe it’s just all coincidence. There’s nothing we ean
do.”

Beside himself with rage, Tate was determined that
his neighbor would not get away with her dastardly
deeds. He began writing a book in which he deseribed
the mysterious happenings at the antebellum home. He

Specializing In Vinyl Siding

* Garages ' Vinyl Windows '
* Paio Cover * Sereen Rooms {
* Dacks * Licensed & Insured —
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wrote about how the succession
of husbands made her prosper-
ous and wealthy and how she
would treat them all with dis-
dain, once she had captured
them. He noted how the intervals
between weddings and deaths
became shorter and shorter, as
she acquired “more experience
and practice.”

When the book was pub-
lished, it created a scandalous
sensation in Madison Coumtyy.
Half of the county believed she
was guilty, while the other hallf
swore to her innocence. Regard-
less of opinion, the book was the
major topic of discussion any
place that people gathered.

Needless to say, the merry
widow was not a pleasant lady
to be around when she heard
news of the book. She immedi-
ately drove her buggy into Hunts-
ville where she consulted an at-
torney and brought charges
against Abner Tate for defama-
tion of character.

When the case finally came to
trial late that fall, the courtroom
was packed. The courtroom be-
came a battleground, with plain-
tiff and defendant hurling insult
after insult at each other. Accu-
sations followed from each of the
attorneys, while the judge rapped
repeatedly for order.

The crowd of onlookers be-
came so large that it overflowed
onto the courthouse grounds. It
was said a tavern in town was
taking bets as to how the trial
would end.

The judge, after listening to

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes.

as much as he could stand, con-
tinued the case, hoping both par-
ties would calm down enough to
be rational. A short while later
Mrs. Routt dropped the charges.

Even today, the debate goes
on in Madison
County. Why
did she drop
the charges?
Was it because
she was tired
of constantly
being the topic
of gossip, or
was she wor-

ried about i i cluin
some new in- NUtr| MF Egndw 3‘&:‘;
formation that to combat the
Tate’s attorney eusisions of
had recently
uncovered? e signs

Shortly after-
wards Mrs.
Routt and her
son moved to
Mississippi.
She never
again returned
to Madison

Turn back time
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Couiity. No one knows why she
moved, but the day ofher depar-
ture, witnesses swear that they
gaw her in a carpenter’s shop,
getting a seventh peg added to
her hat rack.
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Anti-Aging Skin Care
A ground-breaking.
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skin care
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Civil War News
From

Jackson County

Huntsville Daily Confederate,
Feb. 13, 1864

From Jackson County,
Alabama. Recent advises from
Jackson County, Ala., represent
the terrible devastation through-
out the county, except where
there are mountain defiles and
fastnesses favorable for guerrilla
operations. We are told that Maj.
Lemuel G. Mead is operating in
that county with five companies,
and with good effect — that he,
recently, captured and brought
out 20 prisoners. He remains,
with his men, in the county and
subsists them there, at points,
where it would be dangerous for
the Yankees to travel and they are
discreet enough not to attempt
it.

There are three Tory compa-
nies there — one raised in Jack-
son County, the Captain ofwhich
is Ephraim Latham, who de-
serted from the 50th Ala., (in
which he held the rank of Lieu-
tenant,) about a year ago. The
other two companies are from
DeKalb County, Alabama. The
Yankees feel contempt for them

and stigmatize them as the Ist
Alabama Tory Battalion.

We are told that one of the
miscreants, Sample by name,
not long since, went to the house
of Elias Barbour, a true South-
erner, and beat Mrs. Barbour
with a hickory stick, and only de-
sisted when her daughter, hero-
ically, seized an axe and drove
him off. We are, also, told that
an old “Rebel” woman, living
near Bellefonte, was struck by a
Yankee, with a stick, on the back

of her neck, breaking it.

One of the parties from
whom we get our information,
represents that he was under
arrest at Stevenson and had an
opportunity of learning the sen-
timents of Sherman’s Corps on
the question of re-enlistmeiit,
and they, generally, declared that
they would not re-enlist. Another
said he did not believe over ten
men would sign the enlistment
papers again.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,

doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with
us

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



Resorts on the River

VILLAS OF BAYHILL

PHASE | - ESSEX  $154,900

(includes: sprinkler sys, gutters w/downspouts,
FP w/TV box, fruitwood cabinets, wood foyer)

MARINER  $124,900
(includes: blk appliances, jacuzzi, FP, tile, maple
cabinets, oversized garage, sprinkler system, gutters)

PHASE Il (Lots 9-17)
(Includes: golf cart, sprinkler system, gutters
w/downspouts)

ESSEX 1401 sq.ft
FAIRHAVEN 1342 sq ft
SEABROOKE 1462 sqft
MARINER 1120 sqgft

These houses are designed with attached 2 car
garages and front porches. This stunning
community will have sidewalks along street side.
Some lots have water view.

Bay Pointe Condominiums & Yacht Club
2 Bedroom $195,900 - 1239 sq. ft.
3 Bedroom $ 249,900 - 1471 sq. ft.

Building 1 (Resales)

2 Bedroom Unit 105 - $123,500 unfurnished
Building Il (New Construction)

(Available units: 1005,2004,2005,2006,3004,3005)
2 bedroom $129,900 - 3 bedroom $149,900

Resales - Phase Il - Waterfront
5354 Bay Shore Drive

with 2240 sq. ft. - $325,000

Phase | with 1462 sq. ft. - $161,900

SUPER 7
LOTS I-7 (off water)
ESSEX $16

FAIRHAVEN  $15!
SEABROOKE $16!
MARINER $14!

Resorts on the River

5835 Bay Village Drive ¢ Suite 103
Athens, AL 35611

Phone: (256) 614-0056
Fax: (256) 614-0057

another project by D & J Development

www.bayhillresorts.com
Carol Banton Hall, Broker®

Brenda Holliman, Realtor®- Sharon Bacon, Realtor®
Dennis Holliman, Realtor®- Rachel Foster, Realtor®
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