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For many children in 

Huntsville schools it was 

referred to as “cotton 

picking vacation,” but it 

wasn’t any vacation. The 

schools would close during 

harvest to allow the kids to 

work in the fields alongside 

their parents. If the cotton 

was good, one could work 

sun-up to sun-down and 

pick two hundred pounds 

a day, which at two cents a 

pound, was four dollars a 

day.
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A New
Suit

“I don't think I’m going to go 
to my graduation.”

The words hung heavily in 
the small room as Kenneth 
Younger struggled for the right 
words to explain the decision to 
his parents. “It’s not that big of a 
thing anyway and there’s no 
sense in wasting the money.”

Mr. Younger paused while 
repairing an old pair of shoes 
and looked at his son. Kenneth 
would be the first one in the fam­
ily, within memory, to graduate 
from high school. Hopefully, with 
an education, he would also be 
the first in the family to break 
the bondage of poverty that had 
become a way of life for much of 
the rural south.

“Don’t worry,” Younger finally 
said, “You’re going to graduate 
and you’re going to wear a new 
suit.”

In 1936 a new suit was al­
most like a rite of passage for 
boys graduating from high 
school. Families would scrimp 
and save diligently to purchase 
a new suit for their sons, many 
of whom had never worn any­
thing but overalls all their lives. 
Many young boys, whose fami­
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lies could not afford a suit, chose 
to skip the ceremony rather than 
wear overalls and suffer 
embarrassment when everyone 
else were dressed in suits.

The few boys who showed up 
for graduation wearing a new 
pair of overalls were often re­
ferred to as “blues,” a derisive 
term stemming from the blue dye 
in a new pair of overalls that 
would often stain the skin a dark 
blue when wet.

One writer, describing South­
ern culture during the depres­
sion, estimated that one out of 
every four boys missed his 
graduation because he didn’t 
have the proper clothes to wear.

Kenneth never thought of his 
family as being poor. Most of the 
other families he knew lived the 
same way; with an outhouse out 
back, kerosene lamps for light­
ing, and pinto beans almost ev­
ery day for supper. On the first 
Monday of each month they 
would go to town for their “gov­
ernment commodities” of cheese, 
beans, grits and, sometimes, 
canned meat which had a way of 
going rancid after being opened 
for a few hours.

If anything, Kenneth thought, 
his family was pretty well off, all 
things considered. They had al­
most an acre of land, only a half 
mile off Whitesburg Pike, with a 
three room house that had origi­
nally been a log cabin before his 
grandfather had covered it with 
siding. A garden provided most
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of their food and there were al­
ways rabbits, squirrels, doves 
and quail for fresh meat. Less 
than a mile away was the Ten­
nessee River where his father 
caught fish in homemade fish 
traps. The fish was then peddled 
in town from the back of what 
had once been a 1920 something 
Ford before someone sawed it in 
half and made a truck out of it.

The few dollars earned from 
selling fish was deposited in a 
coffee can that sat on a high shelf 
in the kitchen. Usually it was 
barely enough to buy the few 
staples not grown in the garden, 
pay the insurance man and pur­
chase an occasional cheap shirt 
or a pair of shoes. Other items, 
more expensive, had to wait un­
til the fall when cotton picking 
started.

For many kids in Huntsville 
schools it was referred to as “cot­
ton picking vacation” but it 
wasn’t any vacation. The schools 
would close during the harvest 
to allow the children to work in 
the fields alongside their parents. 
If the cotton was good, one could, 
by working sun-up to sun-down, 
pick two hundred pounds a day, 
which at two cents a pound, was 
four dollars a day. Often times a 
family could make ten or twelve 
dollars a day which, for many, 
was the most money they would 
see all year.

Almost as familiar as the 

Hall B. Bryant, 
Proprietor

faded overalls most boys wore 
was the yearly trek to 
Montgomery Wards by parents 
whose sons were about to gradu­
ate. There, by paying two dollars 
down, they could layaway a suit 
and have it paid for by the time 
cotton picking season ended.

Kenneth’s parents were deter­
mined he would have a new suit 
to wear at his graduation and, 
although there was less than four 
dollars in the coffee can, they 
insisted he accompany them to 
Montgomery Wards. The array of 
suits was awesome for a family 
who rarely ventured into a de­
partment store. There were blue 
suits, black suits and grey suits 
all in a vast assortment of fab­
rics and styles.

Kenneth and his mother ex­
amined the different suits care­
fully before finally narrowing the 
choice down to two, a black suit 
and a dark blue one with wide 
lapels. Turning to his father, they 
asked his opinion. Somewhat 
embarrassed, Mr. Younger con­
fessed he had no idea; he had 
never owned a suit.

With the help of a salesper­
son they finally decided on the 
right suit with a white shirt and 
colorful tie. Shoes would have to 
wait, but they thought that with 
enough polish they could make 
do with the ones he already had. 
The bill was $32.65 and Mr. 
Younger paid the customary two
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dollars down.
No one ever accused Mr. 

Younger of being lazy. From the 
time he and his wife had gotten 
married almost thirty five years 
earlier he had worked from day­
light to dark doing what ever he 
could do to earn money. Besides 
selling fish, he would cut and 
deliver firewood from the nearby 
woods. Unfortunately, the neigh­
bor who owned the woods took 
half the money and after paying 
gas, it was often a losing busi­
ness. When there was nothing 
else to do he spent hours in the 
nearby mountains looking for 
ginseng or in the fields search­
ing for arrowheads. A man from 
Knoxville would come through 
every year and purchase the ar­
rowheads, sometimes paying as 
much as ten dollars for a small 
bucketful.

Every day Mr. Younger would 
examine the cotton in the nearby 
fields trying to gauge when it 
would be ready to pick. Finally, 
with the ripe cotton almost spill­
ing from its bolls, word went out 
that the cotton growers were hir­
ing. At first light the next morn­
ing, and with their picking sacks 
folded under their arms, Ken­
neth and his parents walked to 
the main road where they waited

“As pets go, I like pigs. 
Dogs look up to us. Cats 

look down on us. Pigs 
treat us as equals.”

Sir Winston Churchill 
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only a few minutes before a truck 
pulled up.

“T\vo cents a pound,” said the 
driver. Nodding in agreement, 
they climbed into the back of the 
truck which was already 
crowded with other pickers try­
ing to ward off the early morn­
ing chill. A short drive of several 
miles took them to a cotton field 
where sixty or seventy other 
people were milling around. The 
country was in the middle of a 
depression and thousands of 
people were wandering from 
town to town willing to pick cot­
ton for anything they could get.

With so many pickers, the 
field was been stripped clean 
that afternoon. Still, the 
Youngers were almost jovial 
about their day’s labor. Between 
the three of them they had made 
almost eleven dollars to put in 
the coffee can. Secure in the 
knowledge there would be other 
fields the next day they returned 
home that night to a late supper 
and liberal applications of lini­
ment. A couple more days, they 
figured, and the suit could be 
paid off and then they could start 
saving money.

The following morning the 
scene was repeated, except this 
time the driver only offered one 
and a half cents per pound. “Got 
all the pickers we need,” he said, 
“take it or leave it.”

Shaking his head “No,” 
Younger decided to wait on an­
other truck. A few minutes later 
another truck pulled up with the 
same offer: “You may as well take

CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

YOU GET BETTER SERVICE 
BECAUSE...WE DON’T WORK 

ALONE!

bllvvard

BILL WARD & DORIS SISK
REAL ESTATE TEAM

BILL WARD & DORIS SISK
REAL ESTATE TEAM

OFFICE: (256)534-1886
TOLL FREE: (800)675-6580

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
http://www.DorisSiskTeam.com

7663 Hwy. 72 West Suite E 
Madison, Al 35758

Adm i ral A
CLEANING & HESTORATION } 
Most Trusted Name In Rug Cleaning 

Hand Washed 
Moth Treatment 
Fringe Finishing 
Pad Replacement

Pickup & Delivery

829-1010

http://www.DorisSiskTeam.com


it. It’s all anyone is paying.”
The field that day was hard 

picking with stunted cotton 
plants and rows overgrown with 
weeds and briars. The plants 
were too short to pick while 
bending over and the numerous 
rocks made working on scraped 
knees almost unbearable. That 
evening, after they settled up at 
the scales, they went home with 
a little more than seven dollars 
and two arrowheads they figured 
were worth a quarter apiece. 
Still, they reasoned, it was more 
than they had before.

The following day was even 
worse. The pay had dropped to 
one cent a pound and there were 
still more pickers than needed. 
Day after day the Youngers 
waited patiently as trucks that 
had once searched for workers 
now sped by without even slow­
ing down. Occasionally they 
would get a day’s work in some 
hard-scrabble field that most 
pickers would pass by. Some­
times they earned seven or eight 
dollars; other times it might be 
just four or five but it all went 
into the coffee can.

And then the rain began.
It started as a light shower 

one night, not hard but just 
enough so that it was almost mid­
day by the time the workers were 
allowed to go into the fields. That 
evening, however, dark storm 
clouds rolled across the Valley, 
accompanied by thunderous 
claps of thunder and lightning. 
Cotton fields quickly turned into 
sticky red quagmires and 
streams overflowed their banks.

After several days of being 
cooped up in the house, Mr. 
Younger, despite pleas from his 
wife, decided to brave the pour­
ing rain to check his fish traps 
on the river. It was late that 
evening, after dark, when he re­
turned, soaking wet and mud 
splattered. In between fits of 
coughing and shivering he told 
what had happened. The raging 
waters had swept his fish traps 
away and he had searched for 
hours before finally giving up and 
returning to his truck. When he 
tried to start it there was only a 
grinding noise - the starter had 
gone out. The rain was coming 
down even harder as Younger 
began walking home. By the time 
he reached there he was shiver­
ing uncontrollably.

Early the next morning, after 
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taking money from the coffee 
can, Kenneth walked to the main 
road where he caught a ride to a 
junk yard to buy another starter 
for the truck. By the time he got 
home that afternoon, his father’s
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condition had worsened. He was 
running a high fever and was 
coughing almost constantly. Ken­
neth helped move his father’s 
bed into the kitchen where it was 
warmer and all that night Ken­
neth and his mother took turns 
sitting with him.

Day after day passed and the 
sickness continued. The fever fi­
nally broke but the coughing got 
worse. About a week later Ken­
neth got up one morning to get 
ready for school and found his 
mother sitting at the kitchen 
table carefully counting the 
money in the coffee can.

“You're not going to school 
today,” she said. “We’re taking 
your father to the doctor.”

Mr. Younger was adamant, 
refusing to even consider spend­
ing money on a doctor. “Ain’t no 
one in this family ever graduated
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or had a new suit and my son is 
going to be the first.”

“Ain’t no one in this family 
ever been to a doctor neither but 
you’re going to be the first!” The 
look on his wife’s face ended the 
argument.

The doctor’s diagnosis was 
brief but to the point. “It’s settled 
in your lungs. There’s not much 
we can do but prescribe some 
medicine and have you come 
back in a couple weeks. Just 
don’t try to do any work.” The 
total bill was $23.00, leaving only 
$3.00 to put back in the coffee 
can. Despite Kenneth’s objec­
tions, Mr. Younger insisted on 
stopping at Montgomery Wards 
to pay another $2.00 on the lay 
away.

The next few months were a 
blur for Kenneth as he struggled 
to earn enough money to support 
the family and pay the doctor’s 
bills. Cotton picking season was 
over but it was time to pick bolls; 
filling sacks full of cotton bolls 
and sitting in front of the fire­
place at night trying to salvage 
tiny strands of cotton that had 
been left by the pickers. Some­
times, on Saturdays, he would 
get a day’s work at one of the 
nearby farms. On days when his 
father had a doctor’s appoint­
ment, Kenneth would skip 
school and get up early in the 
morning to check the fish traps.
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Then, while his father was at the 
doctor’s, Kenneth would spend 
the morning trying to peddle the 
fish. When he was done he would 
meet his father downtown on the 
courthouse steps.

Evenings were a time for 
chopping wood, drawing water 
and the thousands of other small 
tasks around a farm that his fa­
ther had once done and that Ken­
neth had always taken for 
granted. Regardless of how hard 
he worked there were never 
enough hours in the day and the 
coffee can stayed empty. It 
seemed as if every penny he 
earned went to the doctor; then 
the truck broke down again, 
costing even more money.

Finally one evening, bone 
tired and giving up hope of ever 
earning enough money for the 
bills and pay off the layaway, 
Kenneth angrily confronted his 
parents. "I’ll finish school but I'm 
not going to graduation. All I ever 
do is work to give the money to 
someone else!”

The sudden outburst caught 
Kenneth’s parents by surprise. 
Finally his mother, with a barely 
controlled anger in her voice re­
plied, “Son, that’s what your fa­
ther has been doing for years.”
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The winter dragged on and 
then it was springtime. Kenneth 
attended school during the week 
and got work in the fields chop­
ping cotton whenever he could. 
He still brought his father to the 
doctor and he still tried to peddle 
fish, but the coffee can stayed 
empty.

One day, several weeks before 
the end of the school year, 
Kenneth’s father announced that 
he was going to drive himself to 
the doctor. Kenneth protested, 
saying he was too weak to drive 
himself, but the old man, in be­
tween coughing spells, insisted 
and ordered Kenneth to school.

That day after school Ken­
neth asked the bus driver to let 
him off at a neighboring farm. 
There he worked chopping cot­
ton until dark before walking the 
two miles on to home. As soon 
as he entered the house he knew
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something was different. Both 
his parents were sitting in front 
of the fireplace, not saying any­
thing but with big smiles on their 
faces.

As he bent down to kiss his 
mother on the cheek he noticed 
something hanging on the wall 
behind her. It was a new suit, 
black with wide lapels and a 
crisp new white shirt. On the 
same hanger was a new tie with 
colorful flowery designs. Kenneth 
was speechless; his first thought 
was, “how?”

“Your father bought it,” his 
mother explained. “He’s been 
saving money.”

The next week was a happy 
one for Kenneth. He still worked 
from dawn to dusk but thoughts 
of tired muscles were now re­
placed by thoughts of graduation 
and having a new suit. Some­
times at night the family would 
sit and stare at the suit, debat­
ing on whether it would be bad 
luck to try it on before gradua­

lly mom and dad have 
one thing in common - 

they both don’t want any 
more kids.

Jennie Betts, age 8
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tion. Kenneth’s father was espe­
cially proud, declaring it “the 
most handsome suit he had ever 
seen.”

One Friday night, Just days 
from graduation, Kenneth’s 
mother woke him from a sound 
sleep with tears running down 
her cheeks. “I need you to go to 
the telephone. Your Pa just died.”

After the undertaker had 
come and gone, the house sud­
denly seemed so empty. His 
mother sat in front of the fire­
place staring straight ahead, 
alone with her grief. Kenneth 
busied himself by gathering 
clothes for his father to be bur­
ied in and trying to find the in­
surance policy. Opening a cigar 
box, he began sorting through 
the papers when suddenly his at­
tention was riveted by a small 
bunch of papers held together by 
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Now accepting bookings for 
selected engagements. For 

information call 256-694-7445
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a rubber band.
They were prescriptions from 

the doctor that had never been 
filled.

Kenneth later said that he 
couldn’t remember the last time 
he cried, but he cried like a baby 
that day. He cried for his father 
and he cried for the times they 
had spent together and the 
memories they once shared and 
the memories that would never 
be. And he cried for having a 
father who loved him so much.

They buried Mr. Younger two 
days later. At the funeral people 
said they had never seen such a 
pretty day and that he looked so 
natural dressed in a new suit 
with a white shirt and colorful 
tie.

Kenneth graduated from high 
school the following day. He still 
has a photograph of the cer­
emony. He’s the proud one in the 
second row, the one in overalls.

Preacher 
Goes to Jail

from 1904 newspaper
Wash Taylor, a colored 

preacher of the Hazle Green 
neighborhood, has been ar­
rested and placed in Jail on a 
charge of stealing meat from 
T. M. Scott and selling it to 
this city. Taylor does not deny 
having sold the meat but 
claims that it belonged to him 
and that he brought it to town 
and sold it in order to buy a 
coffin for his wife who died 
Sunday night. He was com­
pelled to go to jail and being 
unable to arrange for a bond, 
was not present at the funeral 
of his wife. The prosecutor 
claims that Taylor is a hypo­
crite and that he preached his 
usual sermon Sunday and 
then stole meat before he 
knew his wife was going to 
die.

Lemonade 
Medicine
from 1904 newspaper

Dr. Hall of this city relates the 
case of a man who was cured of 
his biliousness by going without his 
supper and drinking freely of lem­
onade.

Every morning this patient 
arose with a wonderful sense of 
rest and refreshment and a feeling 
as though the blood had been liter­
ally washed, cleansed and cooled 
by the lemonade and the fast.

As other examples, he cures 
cases of spitting blood by the use 
of salt, epilepsy and yellow fever 
by watermelons, kidney afflictions 
by celery, poison by olive or sweet 
oil; hydrophobia by onions, etc.

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner

Alabama
Coin & Silver co.

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING 
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Ph. (256) 536-0262 
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

TERRYS
SINCE 1959

(Same or fewer toppings) 
With Purchase of 16* Pizza 

Two or more toppings

DELIVERY • CARRY-OUT • DINE IN 
Not Vaiid With Any Olhor Coupon Or Spodol.

One Coupon Pm Order •

Home of the Chicago Style Pizza

Call for FREE
DELIVERY

TREE 9 
* PIZZA

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon.,Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

881-5987 536-3389 539-3467
9034 Parkway SW 3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial 
Haysland Square Across from Post Office Pkwy’ N W

Sometimes Nothing Else Will Do!

256.519.8898

Parties, Wedding, Special Events. 

By appointment onlyRon Cooper Mark Kimbrough
2318 Pansy St Huntsville, Al 35801
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HUNTSVILLE FACES
TREMENDOUS CHALLENGES.

■J

*

I

ER GRIFFITH represents the new

ecHo move forward. Parker Griffith is an, inno- 

businessman and physician who will bring 
5® 1

der^iip and vision to city hall. As mayor, he will 

-k to strengthen our neighborhoods and promote 

city nationally and internationally in pursuit of 

’ k excellence. It's time for positive change and new 

ideas. Let's move Huntsville forward.

PARKER

To find out more about the Fa Tel Griffith Campaign visit 

www.parkergriffith.com 
p-id for by fncnds of Porter Griffith P.O- Box 27541.Jits.vi-i-; Al 35804-2754

http://www.parkergriffith.com
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Uncle Bill
The Bootlegger

by Charles Martin

The first memories I have of 
my uncle Bill was when I was 
about nine or ten years old back 
in the 1920s. I remember spend­
ing the night with my cousins 
and being woke up at all times 
of the night when people would 
knock on the door. After a few 
minutes whispered conversa­
tion, my uncle would give them 
a bottle in a brown paper bag.

At the time I supposed I just 
assumed my uncle had a lot of 
friends. It was several years be­
fore I realized he was a bootleg­
ger.

Uncle Bill sold moonshine. 
He would buy several gallons at 
a time and dispense it in half pint 
and pint fruit jars. Friday nights 
were always his busiest time and 
us kids were warned to stay out 
of the kitchen.

Writers
Send us your stories to be pub­

lished in Old Huntsville. Stories 
must be about Huntsville and have 
factual basis. Please do not send 
original manuscripts. Send your 
stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East 
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

HOMEOWNERS
LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PYMT.

$100,000.00 
$200,000.00 
$300,000.00

$408.24 
$816.48 

$1224.72
Rates effective 07/27/03 Based on 1 year ARM & subject to change.

LawIiorn
A S S O C I AT E S

MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC.

Sometimes we would sneak 
and watch what was going on. I 
remember a bunch of men drink­
ing and playing cards. I don’t re­
member there ever being any 
trouble.

Uncle Bill had a small room 
built on the house, next to the 
kitchen, for a bathroom, only it 
wasn’t a bathroom. There was a 
commode that fed into a wash 
tub under the house. When he 
got raided he would pour the li­
quor down the commode and 
after the law left he would re­
trieve it and bottle it again.

One time he got raided and 
he just barely had time to pour 
the booze down the commode. 
After the deputies had searched 
in vain and were about to leave, 
one of them excused himself, 
saying he had to go to the bath­
room.

I hope Uncle Bill didn’t bottle 
that whiskey again.

Another time he was walking 
into the house carrying a glass 
gallon jar of moonshine when 
deputies sneaked up on him. 
Thinking fast, my uncle threw 
the jar with all of his might 
against a large rock. Instead of 
breaking it simply bounced off 
the rock like a rubber ball and 
rolled to where one of the depu­
ties was standing.

As the deputy picked up the 
evidence, it slipped out of his 
hand and fell to the ground, shat­
tering into a million pieces.

With no evidence they could

• Purchase
• Refinancing
• Debt Consolidation

• Construction

539-0555
1-888-736-5319
AmSouth center

200 Clinton Ave. Suite 509
7lawhornmortgagecompany.com

Stanlieo's
Sub Villa

Phone in your order and it will be 
ready at our Call-In window.

(usually 15 minutes)

Over 31 different Subs to 
choose from!

Two convenient locations to serve you.
607 Jordan Lane 837-7220
602 Governors l>riveS36-6585

Open 7 Days Weekly
Monday-Friday 9:00am-10:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-10:00pm
Sunday 11:00am-9:00]>ni

Lumpkin Stained Glass
Custom Designs
Repairs & Supplies
Free Estimates

116 Oakwood Ave. 539-0532

(5a!on (Bella
—— 

Specializing in Cuts,
Coloring & Highlighting

Audra Wilson - Janice Johnson 
Melissa Steelman

1701 University Dr.
(comer Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002

7lawhornmortgagecompany.com
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not arrest Uncle Bill.
We all knew what he did for 

a living but, somehow, it just 
didn’t seem that bad back then. 
I don’t remember him ever say­
ing a curse word or raising his 
voice.

Aunt Jemma never talked 
about her husband bootlegging. 
She always referred to it as “Bill’s 
business.” The only argument I 
ever recall them having was 
when Uncle Bill confiscated two 
boxes of canning jars that she 
had purchased.

Family legend has it that 
when he died Aunt Jemma put a 
half pint in his coffin.

Sidewalks for 
the Courthouse

from 1888 newspaper

Last evening at a meeting of 
the Board of Mayor and Alder- 
nen, a petition was presented 
asking that a sidewalk be built 
around the courtyard fence by he 
city of Huntsville.

One conception of the rights 
of the city in this case is, that the 
city of Huntsville owns the prop­
erty outside of the court yard, as 
they do all the sidewalks and 
streets in the city.

We anticipate that on the sub­
ject of the walk around the court 
yard, the city will receive cold 
comfort and little money from 
the County Comnissioners for 
the sidewalks.

J.L. Phillips and a Dallas young lady have 
vanished - thought to be in St. Louis

The disappearance of J. L. Phillips, a well-known employee of 
the Dallas Mills and Miss Ada Horton of Dallas village, have led 
their families to believe that they have eloped and are now in St. 
Louis. Phillips is a married man and has 3 children.

Miss Horton left here last Saturday and went to Stevenson. 
Phillips departed that night and it is said that he joined Miss Horton 
at Stevenson. Nothing has been heard from them since then. It is 
not believed that Mrs. Phillips will have her husband arrested. Ac­
cording to one report she has expressed relief that he is gone and 
prevented her brothers from taking up pursuit.

from 1904 newspaper

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
MITCHELL HOWIE

& RUSSELL
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

The Best Motor Home/RV Storage 
You’ll Find Anywhere!

Is Now Open ■ Call 851-1801

40’ Covered bays with electricity, mini-storage, 
septic, air, water, Vac, car-dolly storage. One fee.
COURTESY STORAGE • 10340 WALL TRIANA Hwy ■ TONEY, AL

Honor System Retail Store • Trip prep svc Protect your
(inc shopping!) * Trip return svc, clean-up (& laundry) investment-

1 4 1 i o & V 4

"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty II

VOTED HUNTVILLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

J

nr

..’ "All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM 
Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM 

lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday 
Open 7 Days A Week

II COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU 
“ BANQUET FACILITIES

256-539-6075 *256-534-9161
FAX 256-536-4639
2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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Cafe Berfin
APERITIFS

r□
These three 

independent restaurants 

are creative and 

it's their tradition 

in Huntsville to 

serve really good food 

at reasonable prices 

and in a friendly 

and relaxed atmosphere.

It's European!
964 Airport Rd. - next door to Luciano

uciano
a fine Italian restaurant Serving hearty German fare 

in Huntsville Since 1972.

Northern and Southern 
Italian Foods At 

Reasonable Prices.

Sunken Garden room seats up to 45 for 
Private parties - call now to reserve

964 Airport Road 
885-0505
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Heard On 
The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Nancy- 
Hollingsworth for correctly 
guessing the picture of the month 
for May. It was none other than 
Lynn Berry, with the Huntsville 
Historic Foundation.

The ribbon cutting for Aunt 
Eunice’s Country Kitchen (mu­
seum) at the Huntsville Depot 
was held May 21. She would 
have been proud.

Our Mayor, Loretta, was at 
the ribbon cutting. When she 
spoke of Aunt Eunice she had 
tears in her eyes, and that was 
exactly how the rest of us felt.

Congratulations to Anneta 
(Barnes) Martinson, the very 
first Homecoming Queen of 
Huntsville High. She celebrated 
her 90th birthday this past April 
and son Doug Martinson, and 
grandsons, threw a big birthday 
celebration for her at the Ledges.

Boy, we see our pal, Glenn 
Watson, everywhere shaking 
hands and talking to people. He 
has been a good city councilman 
and we need to keep him around.

There are lots of June wed­
ding anniversaries. Chuck and 
Annelie Owens will be celebrat­
ing their 57th, Ken and Diane 
Owens will have a big 34.

Curtis J. Hall, best banjo

Sandra Steele
President

Adams Alley • Clift’s Cove • Heritage Plantation 
Heritage Provence • Heritage Station • King’s Ridge 

Walker’s Hili • M r. Carmel by the River • The Bridges

ENFINGER
DEVELOPMENT
INCOUPOKATSD

^rvvww.enfingerdevelopment.com

256-533-1155

Communities that encourage balanced . Ziving

picker in the whole wide world, 
and his lovely wife Carol Banton- 
Hall are celebrating their 7th an­
niversary in June. They act like 
they’re still on their honeymoon!

We were so sad to hear about 
the death of Behn Taylor, a won­
derful man who always had a big 
smile for everyone. Our sympa­
thy goes out to his wife, Betty 
and daughter, Paula Perkins, as 
well as his son, Larry Taylor.

Our good friend, Bud 
Cramer, has really been working 
hard in D.C. to make sure there 
are no cutbacks on the Arsenal. 
He has always amazed us by the 
way he makes time to talk to so 
many people when he is home 
for the weekends.

Congratulations to our friend 
David Driscoll who just opened 
up his new business, Driscoll 
Communications. We know he 
will be a success. We were very 
sorry about the death of David’s 
father, Michael R Driscoll. He 
died the week after Aunt Eunice 
died, and we know you miss him.

CASA Gardens recently in­
vited the public to a celebration 
of Terry Ford’s life and his con­

tributions to the community. 
Terry will be missed by everyone 
who ever knew him.

We keep seeing more and 
more campaign buttons support­
ing Mary Jane Caylor for mayor. 
She’s been around for a long time 
and has a lot of friends.

We recently saw our friend 
Brenda Rigsby, Coppertop Bar 
& Grille owner, and she caught 
us up on the latest. Her husband, 
Jim, is off on another adventure 
- that man will never retire!

We were sorry to hear Dave 
Gallagher’s (Microwave Dave) 
Mom died recently. We send out 
good wishes to his family.

Congratulations to Vanessa 
Rigsby who recently got inducted 
into the Junior National Honor 
Society and a special hello goes 
out to “Sam” Dodsworth.

We saw our buddy, City Coun­
cil man Bill Kling and his lovely 
wife Tanji recently. He’s really en­
joying this political season, es­
pecially because he does not have 
to run for re-election this time.

We were so saddened to learn

The first person to correctly 
identify the youngster shown below 
wins a year’s subscription to “Old 
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.
Hint: This little boy will take 

care of your investments now.

rvvww.enfingerdevelopment.com
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of the death of Aileene Moore of 
Hurricane Creek. There are 
some people about whom mere 
words will never be able to de­
scribe the goodness in their 
hearts - Aileene was such a per­
son. She was fatally injured while 
riding a horse on her birthday. 
She was 93.

The roads in Hurricane 
Creek have never been in such 
great shape. Could the County 
Commissioner’s race have any­
thing to do with it?

Nita and Pete Batt did their 
courting at Aunt Eunice’s restau­
rant back when it was open at 
night! They sure do miss her.

Jeanette & Sam Davis just 
celebrated 30 years of marriage 
at Pauli’s Chophouse. Congratu­
lations to you both!

We recently heard about the 
birth of Natalie Elizabeth 
Phillips. Vivian Cruse is 
ecstatic and already acting like 
the proud grandmother.

Our buddy Parker Griffith is 
really shaking up the mayor’s 
race. Every time we turn around 
we hear of someone else who is 
supporting him. This will be the 
race to watch.

A special hello to Becky 
Sanford and Rachael Buckelew.

It is always good to see our 
friends Jim and Carolyn 
Rountree - one of the 
best-looking couples you’ll see 
anywhere in North Alabama!

Congratulations to Pat 
Miller, who just recently retired 
after 22 years of service as a 
crossing guard at the corner of 
Clinton and Andrew Jackson. 
We're going to miss her wonder­
ful smile every day.

Horace and Frances 
Coltrane just celebrated 50 years 
of marriage at the Huntsville 
Country Club. We hear they had 
a great time!

We also hear that D. J. Clark 
just retired from Meadow Gold. 
Get your fishing poles ready!

T\vo more lovebirds, Tillman 
and Helen Williams, just cel­

ebrated their 59th wedding an­
niversary on May 20th! That’s a 
long time! Also, Tillman was 
recently honored for his 50 years 
in the insurance business.

Mr. Robert Martin is so 
happy his son Randy is home 
safe from Mosul, Iraq. Randy is 
877th Battalion commander for 
603 soldiers and he’s proud that 
there were no losses or injuries 
suffered in his entire unit.

We saw Billy Bell, Jay Gates, 
Derek Simpson, Gen. Bob 
Drolet, Tim Morgan and Della 
Evans at the Aunt Eunice mu­
seum ribbon-cutting. Also there 
was Michael Lindley, who did 
much of the restoration of the 
museum at the Depot. And we 
saw Lindsey Clarke, who do­
nated his woodworking skills.

We were so sorry to learn of 
the death of Judge Howard 
Bums of Athens. He was a much­
loved man who really cared 
about people.

Howard and Jan Camp re­
cently traveled to Iowa to visit 
Jan’s uncle, who is very sick. We 
hope he is doing better.

That’s it for now, have a won­
derful and safe month!

Buying or Selling? 
Let Bill get it done!

F.N. (Bill) Sefton, CRS 
Broker

bsefton @ exitrealtyalliance.com

EXIT REALTY ALLIANCE

PRINIIN6fOROLDHUNTSVILL£8Y

(MOR$R&

132 Jetplex Lane 
Madison, AL 35758 
(256) 774-3600

Reid Hardware
Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons 8C Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all 
your Hardware & Plumbing needs

Serving Huntsville Since 1 962 
536-261 6

2402 Mem. Pkwy. NW, Huntsville^ Ala

exitrealtyalliance.com
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1 1/2 c. sugar
1/4 c. + 1 T. cocoa
Pinch salt
3 T. cornstarch
3 c. milk
1 t. vanilla extract

Mix dry ingredients to­
gether, then add milk. Cook in 
top of double boiler, stirring con­
stantly, until desired thickness is 
achieved, then add vanilla. Pour 
over hot buttered biscuits.

Nell’s mother’s recipe

Turnips

Place cleaned, diced turnip 
roots in shallow pan and cover 
with water. Salt to taste. Cover 
and boil about 10-12 minutes, 
drain. Season with pepper and 
butter to taste.

Mrs. George A. Martin

4 c. sliced okra, fresh or fro­
zen

1 c. yellow corn meal
1/2 c. plain flour
2 t. garlic pepper
1 t. salt
1/2 t. cayenne
5 T. olive oil

Pour okra into large mixing 
bowl. In a separate bowl mix the 
corn meal, flour, and spices. 
Pour flour mixture into the okra 
slices and mix well. Heat olive oil 
in a large fry pan, pour in the 
coated okra as one layer. Fry at 
medium high, flipping frequently 
to brown on all sides. Serve hot.

Cathey Carney

1 slice white bread
Mayonnaise
1 slice cheese

Salt and pepper
Seasoned salt

Spread bread with mayon­
naise and stack next 4 ingredi­
ents in order. Season to taste. 
Bake at 350 degrees til bread is 
nicely browned and bacon crisp. 
Serve hot with fruit salad

Mrs. Milton Anderson, Sr.

Easy Pineapple Slier bet

Juice of 3 lemons
2 c. sugar
1 qt. whole milk
1 small can Pet milk
1 - #1 can crushed

pineapple, drained
Add lemon juice to sugar, 

Stir in milks, add pineapple. 
Pour in refrigerator tray, stir oc­
casionally as it freezes.

Mrs. W. C. Smith

Egg Custard Pie

1 slice tomato
1/2 slice uncooked bacon
1 T. minced onion

1 c. milk
2 T. butter
1 t. vanilla extract

FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT
"Under New Ownership - Scott & Cheryl Huber"

Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere 
Plate Lunches

Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm 
Your Choice Of

One Meat
and Vegetables

$4.99

Breakfast Specials
Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna, Bacon or Sausage, 
Grits or Gravy, Biscuit & Jelly $2.99 
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752
Located in Historic Five Points

ONE BLOCK OFF ANDREW JACKSON
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1 1/2 c. sugar
2 T. flour
4 eggs, slightly beaten 
Nutmeg
1 unbaked pie shell
Pour milk in saucepan and 

allow to warm over very low heat; 
add butter and vanilla. Mix sugar 
and flour and add to slightly 
beaten eggs; mix well. Add milk 
mixture to this and mix well. 
Pour in pie shell and sprinkle 
with nutmeg. Bake at 375 de­
grees for 40 minutes.

Nell’s mother’s recipe

Deep-Fpied Tuna Balls

1 small can tuna
1 egg
1/2 c. chopped onion
1 t. each salt & pepper
3/4 c. plain flour

Mix all together and form 
balls. Drop into hot grease and 
fry til golden brown.

Stefanie Troup

Bourbon Franks

1 14-oz. bottle catsup
3 c. bourbon
1 c. dark brown sugar
4 8-oz. pkgs, small cocktail 

franks
In a large saucepan mix all 

ingredients except franks. Cover 
and simmer for 2 hours. Add 
franks and simmer 5 minutes. 
Serve in a chafing dish. Made in 
advance, this is even better!

Ron Eyestone

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-4452
fax: 256-534-4456 

email: linprint@mindspring.com 
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com 

visa mastercard American Express

Commercial
Business Cards, Letterheads, Envelopes, Flyers, Labels 

Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapsets 
Presentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE: 

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Social & Business
Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons 

Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks 
Graduation & Name Cards

Ad Specialties
Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags 

Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Political Signs, Buttons 

— Too Many Items to List—

Banana

1 egg, slightly beaten 
1/2 c. sugar
Juice of one lemon
2 T. sweet cream
1 c. roasted peanuts, 

chopped
8 bananas

On top of double boiler 
place first three ingredients, 
cook over boiling water, stirring 
constantly. Remove from heat 
and add cream. Cool totally, slice 
bananas crosswise into a bowl. 
Add peanuts, add sauce to the 
bananas and toss. Sauce can be 
made earlier in the day. Mix to­
gether just before serving.

Peggy Hawkins

Brandy Ice

1 qt. vanilla bean ice cream 
4 oz. brandy

Using your blender, blend 
the ice cream and brandy, and 
freeze. Blend again just before 
you serve, and dip it into elegant 
glass as slush.

Diane Owens

R) rm esan Rasta

1 pkg. spaghetti
1 stick butter
1/2 c. grated Parmesan 

cheese
Boil spaghetti in salted wa­

ter for 8 minutes. Drain, wash 
with cold water. In small pot, 

melt butter and cook over 
medium heat til it browns.

Add spaghetti and stir til 
thoroughly drenched with butter. 
Remove from heat, stir in cheese, 
sprinkle with parsley and serve.

John Troup

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

The Company You Keep*
www.newvorklife.com

Registered Representative for 
NYL1FE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801
256 533-9770
2310 Clinton Ave
New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle
Huntsville, AL 35801
Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291 
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com 
www.gannbryan. nylagents .com

Restaurant With 
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
http://www.linprint.cceasy.com
http://www.newvorklife.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan


Old Huntsville Page 20

Made In 
Huntsville

by Charles Rice

“The MADISON WORKS, this 
place, Messrs. J. R. Young & Co., 
are now engaged in casting can­
non, 6 pounders. They will make 
good shooting irons, we predict.” 
So reported the Southern Ad­
vocate of Huntsville to its read­
ers on June 3, 1861.

The outbreak of war caught 
the South woefully unprepared 
to do battle with the much more 
industrialized North. Indeed, the 
Confederacy seemed lacking al­
most everything needed to fight 
for its independence, even such 
obvious necessities as guns and 
gunpowder. To help fill the short­
age, iron and brass foundries 
across the South shifted their 
production to war items, and the 
Madison Iron Works of Hunts­
ville was no exception.

The Madison Iron Works was 
a thriving business on the west 
side of Mill Street only a block 
away from the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad depot. The 
large multi-story brick buildings 
normally produced items of a 
more peaceable nature. Their 
pre-war advertisements offered 
mill machinery castings and gin 
gears for plantation owners, plus 
stoves, coal grates, fire dogs, ov­
ens, bakers, skillets, stew pots, 

V.I.P Grooming announces the
Grand Opening of our new

Luxury Pet Hotel
7920 A Charlotte Dr.

Huntsville 35802

881-0664

sink pans, and wash tubs for the 
housewife. Some of the iron 
fences and balconies that still 
exist in Huntsville’s historic dis­
tricts might well have been pro­
duced by the Madison Iron 
Works.

The Madison Iron Works 
were owned by the firm of J. R. 
and Company, which was com­
posed of John R. Young, Andrew 
D. Lighton, Joseph Armbruster, 
and John Z. Hamel. John Young 
was a Connecticut Yankee who 
had moved his family to Hunts­
ville in the early 1850s. He had 
brought expertise needed with 
the arrival the Memphis & 
Charleston Railroad and the 
accompanying growth of Hunts­
ville. John Hamel was a 32 year- 
old Canadian who had evidently 
come about the same time as 
Young. Both Hamel and Lighton 
had married Hunts­
ville girls in 1855, 
Hamel’s bride being 
16 and Lighton’s 
only 15. Joseph 
Armbruster, a 29 
year-old native of 
Wuertemberg, Ger­
many, was a ma­
chinist.

Possibly using 
the city’s old brass 
howitzer as a pat­
tern, John Young 
set to work manu­
facturing big guns 
for the South. On 
July 17, 1861, the 
Huntsville Demo­

crat noted the company's suc­
cess. “A few days ago,” wrote edi­
tor John Withers Clay, “we were 
shown by Mr. James Crawford

Old Town Ltd.
Gifts & Collectibles

Just Arrived -
Red Hat Society Merchandise 

533-7002

812 Wellman Avenue

te Still
Make 

House Calls”

HEAT PUMP
SPECIALISTS

774-7743
9694 Madison Blvd. Ste. B-2

VISA

Hollywood 18 
DTS AND DOLBY 
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy 

256-883-1101

Madison Square 12 
DTS AND DOLBY 
5905 University Drive 

256-830-6831

CINEMAS
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Looking for Opportunities in the Bond Market?
The stock market offers a great example of the ever-changing dynamic of risk and reward, but it’s 

not the only place to invest your money. In light of recent market conditions, many investors may be 
shying away from stocks in general and looking to the bond market as another alternative for their 
investment dollars. However, because of the many varieties of debt issues available, you may wonder 
which ones are right for you. One way to keep your money close to home-quite literally-is to invest in 
municipal bonds.

What are Municipal Bonds?
State and local governments issue municipal bonds when they need to raise money for public 

projects. Whether it’s building a new school for your children, or street improvements across town, the 
money generated from municipal bonds is generally used to fund a wide variety of maintenance and 
other projects that are typically the responsibility of state and local governments. As with any bond, you 
essentially make a loan to the issuer-in this case the state or local government-and you receive interest 
payments on that loan in addition to the repayment of your original investment if you hold the bond until 
maturity.

Why are Municipal Bonds Different?
Unlike other bonds, the interest earned from municipal bonds is exempt from federal taxes. Addi­

tionally, depending on where you live, if you buy bonds from a governing authority in your home state, 
your earnings may be exempt from state and even local taxes as well. Keep in mind that only the 
interest is tax-free; you may have to pay capital gains tax if you sell the bond before maturity and make 
a profit. Although interest rates may be lower for municipal bonds than for taxable bonds, when you 
figure in your tax savings you may be getting a greater return on your investment.

What are some of the Risks?
One potential drawback of owning municipal bonds is known as reinvestment risk, or call risk. This 

means that you may be forced to reinvest your money into lower-yielding bonds in the event your 
original bond is called before its maturity date. This usually happens when interest rates are falling, so 
even though current levels are very low, it’s something to be aware of. That’s why it is always a good 
idea to familiarize yourself with any call provisions a bond may have.

Another possible risk associated with municipal bonds-like all bonds-is interest-rate risk. When 
interest rates rise, bonds with higher rates become more attractive, sending the value of lower interest­
rate bonds down. But if you plan to hold your bond until maturity, price fluctuations shouldn’t have any 
impact on your investment. Despite price changes that will occur, once your bond reaches maturity you 
can expect your full principal to be paid back to you.

Municipal bonds can be a beneficial investment for many investors. Your financial consultant will be 
able to help you decide if they’re right for you. To learn more about the tax advantages municipal bonds 
offer, and the benefits of bonds in general, schedule an appointment today.

This article provided by A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Member SIPC. 

John Walters Financial Consultant, A.G. Edwards
400 Meridian St Suite 201, Huntsville,AL
256-534-2180
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at the Huntsville Machine Shop 
of the Memphis & Charleston 
Railroad three beautiful iron 6 
pounders which were cast in our 
city in the foundry of our enter­
prising fellow citizen J. R. Young 
& Company and bored out and 
finished at the machine shop 
under Mr. Crawford’s direc­
tions.” Like Young, Crawford was 
an adopted Southerner. Em­
ployed as master machinist at 
the Memphis & Charleston's 
Huntsville shop, “Uncle Jimmy” 
was a good natured Irishman. 
Crawford also had begun mak­
ing gun carriages at his railroad 
shop just north of the depot. 
Before long a thriving little ord­
nance operation was underway 
in Huntsville.

By the middle of August, no 
less than seven cannon had been 
cast, bored, and mounted 
through the combined efforts of 
John Young and James 
Crawford. This was no small 
achievement for a company that 
had only recently been making 
mostly household goods. John 
Young became even more ambi­
tious, trying to produce rifling 
equipment to turn out even 
longer range guns for his 
adopted South. Evidently im­
pressed by their products, Colo­
nel Josiah Gorgas of the Confed­
erate Ordnance Department or­
dered several of the cannon sent 
to him at Richmond, Virginia.

Production continued with­

out let up and in November 
Samuel Tate, an aide to General 
Albert Sidney Johnston, re­
ported, “I can get six guns a week 
cut and bored at Huntsville, from 
6 pounder to 24 pounder howit­
zer.”

Tragically, John Young died 
on December 13, 1861, at the 
early age of only 42. However, 
cannon construction continued 
under the supervision of James 
Crawford. On February 8, 1862, 
A. J. Hopper, a Memphis & 
Charleston official, wrote to Gen­
eral Johnston that the Huntsville 
machine shop had a 6 pounder 
Parrot gun rifled and mounted 
on a carnage, though still need­
ing the wheels. Another gun had 
been bored and rifled, but lacked 
its carriage.

With this last mention, all 
record of cannon production in 
Huntsville ends. Perhaps the 
casting ceased with the death of 
John Young, and Jimmy 
Crawford simply finished those 
he already had. On the other 
hand, production might have 
continued until the city was oc­
cupied and the machine shops 
taken over by the Union forces. 
Whatever the answer, at least one 
thing is certain.

Some of those big guns that 
belched fire and roared in anger 
on battlefields across the South 
bore a familiar label. It said sim­
ply, “Made in
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Women At War
by Dr. Kaylene Hughes,
Senior Historian, US Missile Command Historical Office

More than 50 years ago, 
fire trucks raced 
through Huntsville delivering an 

“Extra” edition of the local news­
paper. The 3 July 1941 Hunts­
ville Times’ banner headline 
trumpeted the construction of a 
$40 million war plant on the 
southwestern edge of what was 
then a quiet town in northern 
Alabama. A month later, the 
Army’s Chemical Warfare Service 
broke ground on a new chemi­
cal munitions manufacturing 
and storage facility named 
Huntsville Arsenal.

The ordnance Corps was at­
tracted to the area by the pres­
ence of the Chemical Warfare 
Service installation. Recognizing 
the tremendous economy of lo­
cating a shell loading and assem­
bly plant close to Huntsville Ar­
senal, on 8 July 1941, the War 

Department announced the es­
tablishment of a $6 million ord­
nance facility on a 4,000 acre 
tract east of and adjacent to the 
neighboring chemical munitions 
plant. It was hot and sultry in 
Huntsville on the morning of Oct. 
25, 1941, when Major Carl D. 
Hudson walked to the center of 
a cotton field and turned over a 
shovelful of earth. This simple 
ceremony marked the beginning 
of construction of the ordnance 
Corps’ seventh manufacturing 
arsenal, originally known as 
Redstone Arsenal on 26 Febru­
ary 1943.

During WW II Redstone Ar­
senal produced such items as 
burster charges, medium—and 
major—caliber chemical artillery 
ammunition, rifle grenades, 
demolition blocks, and bombs of 
varying weights and sizes. Be-
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tween March 1942 and Septem­
ber 1945, over 45.2 million units 
of ammunition were loaded and 
assembled for shipment. The 
Army’s impact on Huntsville was 
immediate and profound. But 
few, if any, of the town’s citizens 
could have imagined what a 
change these installations and 
the war they were built to sup-
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port would generate in the lives 
of the women living in Huntsville 
and the surrounding counties. 
The Army’s initial need for civil­
ian employees was limited to en­
gineers and skilled office per­
sonnel. The contractors selected 
to build the new plants also 
needed thousands of construc­
tion workers. Hundreds of men 
poured into Huntsville seeking 
employment. Within a week of 
the Army’s selection of a site, al­
most 1,200 men had registered 
after “...the storming of the em­
ployment office ... on Monday, 
[July 7th], “ The local newspa­
per went on to report that, “Few 
women have registered, but ap­
proximately 200 of those placed 
on file ... have been Negroes.”

War Manpower Commission 
and U.S. Employment office es­
timates showed that about 95 
percent of the laboring class in 
Huntsville and the surrounding 
counties in 1940 were dependent 
directly or indirectly upon farm­
ing. Furthermore, the small per­
centage of industrial labor avail­
able locally was limited to textile 
manufacturing. In addition, of 
the more than 6,300 members 
of the total labor force in Hunts­
ville still unemployed in 1940, 
about 16 percent were women. 
These characteristics helped to 
impede the Army’s recruitment 
of skilled labor, male or female, 
for its new production facilities.

Several other factors also 
hampered the Army’s efforts to 
hire needed personnel, including 
a lack of sufficient numbers of 
local secretarial and clerical per­
sonnel, and the migration of 
more qualified workers to de­
fense plants on the coast. An­
other obstacle was the Army’s 
inability to compete with the 
higher wages being paid by the 
contractors for certain types of 
jobs. Compounding these prob­
lems were such hindrances as 
the inadequacy of inexpensive 
local housing, poor transporta­
tion, poor secondary roads, and 
a large number of seasonal farm 
workers.

The emphasis in the first two 
years of production at Huntsville 
Arsenal was for male help of both 
races to do the heavy work while 
white females were employed ini­
tially for production line work. 
Arsenal records noted that no 
demand was made for large 
numbers of 
black female 
employees until 
the local labor 
market was ex­
hausted of white 
females. The 
lack of “...toilet 
facilities to take 
care of race dis­
tinctions pecu­
liar to the South” 
was the reason
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given for this decision.
For quite some time, the ba­

sic training at Huntsville Arsenal 
was of the “on-the job” variety. 
The urgent need to meet wartime 
production quotas left little time 
for operating officials to seriously 
consider any formal training pro­
gram at the installation. To ac­
quire additional locally trained 
skilled labor, the arsenal relied 
on technical courses offered by 
the University of Alabama and 
Auburn University. Conducted 
two nights a week for 12 weeks, 
these tuition free “defense train­
ing courses” instructed men and 
women in such fields as basic 
accounting, structural design, 
mechanical and electrical main­
tenance, industrial management, 
chemistry, and engineering draw­
ing-

Given these educational and 
employment opportunities, most 
women initially demonstrated 
their patriotism in more tradi­
tional ways. Like their counter­
parts elsewhere in America and 

Europe, women in Huntsville 
and the surrounding counties 
were expected to do their part on 
the home front. In some areas 
women quickly took the lead in 
accomplishing particular tasks 
to support the nation’s war effort. 
In July 1941, the American Red 
Cross called upon “every woman 
and girl in Huntsville and Madi­
son County who knits, crochets 
or sews...” to cooperate in meet­
ing the deadline for completing 
the area’s assigned quota of sew­
ing.

Throughout WW II local 
women not only sewed for the 
Red Cross but helped to wind the 
thousands of bandages desper­
ately needed in the battle zones 
of Europe and the Pacific. In ad­
dition to their Red Cross work, 
the city’s female inhabitants were 
active participants in the civilian 
defense effort. They also learned 
basic first aid techniques; 
formed “bicycle brigades” to con­
serve gasoline and rubber tires; 
volunteered to work at the local
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USO; bought and sold war 
bonds; and led drives to salvage 
scrap metal and rubber for ar­
maments, silk and nylon stock­
ings for use in making powder 
bags, and cooking grease for pro­
ducing glycerin. Huntsville’s dis­
taff side also headed the 
Women’s Victory Food Units, 
which encompassed such activi­
ties as victory gardening, nutri­
tion, and conservation.

The continual loss of male 
employees to the draft, accom­
panied as it was by the necessity 
of filling more jobs with women, 
impacted Huntsville Arsenal op­
erations more than those of 
neighboring Redstone Arsenal. 
Many of the operating officials at 
the Chemical Warfare Service 
plant in 1942 opposed an in­
crease in female hiring because 
the performance of women, es­
pecially black women, was an 
unknown quantity. The Redstone 
Arsenal commander, on the 
other hand, had publicized in 
February 1942 his intentions 
“...to use women employees 
wherever possible...” because 
men would be needed by the 
armed forces. The first two per 
diem female workers at 
Redstone were hired on 28 Feb­
ruary 1942. By the close of De­
cember 1942, about 40 percent 
of the people working on the four 
ordnance production lines were 
women and jumped to a peak of 
62 percent by September 1945.

The women who sought em­
ployment at Huntsville and 
Redstone arsenals during WW II 
had economic, patriotic, and per­

sonal reasons for working. Al­
though most of these women de­
fense workers certainly appre­
ciated the opportunity to bring 
in money to help support their 
families, it was the desire to con­
tribute to the national war effort 
that gave these “soldiers of pro­
duction” the incentive to work 
hard and long at their assigned 
tasks. Marie Owens, a 31 year 
old employee of Huntsville Arse­
nal whose husband was in the 
Army, expressed to a local re­
porter in May 1943 that, “I am

interested in carrying on here 
while the boys do the fighting 
over there. It is not a question 
with me as to what I do, nor how 
hard I work. The harder I work 
for them here, the sooner they 
will come home.”

Eugenia Holman, a Redstone 
WOW (that is, Woman Ordnance 
Worker) explained her reasons 
for doing defense work in an 
open letter to a “friend” pub­
lished in the Redstone Eagle post 
newspaper in May 1943, “I re­
member when I came to work
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here last April. I wanted to win 
the war. naturally. Who didn’t? 
... I thought of it in kind of an 
abstract way. Something that had 
to be done, but mostly by the 
boys at the front. You see, I hadn’t 
learned then about the battles of 
production and assembly lines 
as I have now. I hadn’t learned of 
the vital necessity of every able- 
bodied person doing their share 
no matter how small, and work­
ing! working! working! And 
when ... [my husband] and my 
brother and my cousins and all 
the other boys come back home, 
I want to be able to look them in 
the eye with a clear conscience 
and say, “I did all I could.”

The first jobs that women 
were given at Redstone and 
Huntsville arsenals were admin­
istrative or lighter production 
tasks. The ordnance installation 
advertised for “minor engineer­
ing aids” in January 1942, a po­
sition that involved testing and 
inspecting various metallic ma­
terials, mechanical parts, cast­
ings, assemblies, and compo­
nents for ordnance materials. 
Initially offered a starting salary 
of $1,020 a year, the pay scale 
for men and women entry level 
employees was subsequently re-

vised to $5.04 a day, with time 
and a half for overtime. “Chemi­
cal plant workers,” according to 
a 1942 local news report, were 
to “...be paid good wages in line 
with their particular jobs.” 
Stacey Posey, a former Huntsville 
Arsenal employee, recalled that 
entry level fe­
male produc­
tion workers 
earned $3.60 
a day. Men at 
the plant 
were paid 
more than the 
women. She 
also remem­
bered that the 
Army paid 
higher wages 
for certain 
jobs deemed 
to be more 
hazardous, 
although 
women work­
ers in those 
areas still 
earned less. 
For example, 
men who 
worked in 
mustard gas 
production
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were paid $5.76 daily, while 
women were paid $4.40. The 
principle of equal pay for equal 
work,” adopted by the War La­
bor Board in 1942, was subse­
quently implemented at both ar­
senals as part of the basic War 
Department philosophy of wage
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administration. This concept 
was particularly important as 
women assumed more positions 
in defense production formerly 
considered to be within the ex­
clusive domain of men.

In compliance with directives 
from higher headquarters, and 
despite local misgivings, many 
jobs once held by men at Hunts­
ville Arsenal were filled by 
women as the draft continued to 
shrink the pool of available male 
labor. Though apprehensive at 
first, arsenal officials quickly dis­
covered that jobs such as tool­
crib operators, inspectors, 
clerks, forklift operators, 
guards, truck drivers, checkers, 
and press operators could be 
performed satisfactorily by fe­
male employees. Even lingering 
doubts about the suitability of 
hiring black women for defense 
work were soon overridden by 
the pressing need to meet pro­
duction demands. In the sum­
mer of 1943, Huntsville Arsenal 
negotiated with officials at At­
lanta University to recruit about 
100 black women students as 
production line workers. This 
group’s production performance 
was later reported as “...very 

gratifying to arsenal authorities.” 
The first black women produc­
tion crews began work at 
Redstone Arsenal in April 1944. 
The Redstone Eagle reported 
that, “From all appearances their 
work and attendance ... [set] an 
example any of us would do well 
to follow.”

The movement toward all-fe­
male work crews was a gradual 
one, particularly in those areas 
where women had never been as­
signed duty. Women-only crews, 
supervised by men, were not 
unusual at Redstone Arsenal 
even in 1942. By 1943, a woman 
supervisor and her “...all-girl 
crew of 15 at Huntsville Arsenal 
assembled smoke pots and ac­
quired a reputation for being 
...one of the most efficient crews 
at the arsenal. They ... [were] 
usually ahead on production re­
quirements and ... [were] never 
known to fall behind.”

The overwhelming success of 
the women “soldiers of produc­
tion” at Redstone and Huntsville 
arsenals is substantiated by the 
fact that the ordnance installa­
tion won the Army-Navy “E” 
Award five times during WW II, 
while the chemical manufactur-
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ing plant won the coveted award 
four times for its outstanding 
record in the production of war 
equipment. One Huntsville Arse­
nal foreman, whose support for 
the war effort was so extensive 
that he invested his entire sal­
ary in war bonds, maintained his 
willingness “...to stake ... [his 
crew of women workers] against 
any group of men for production 
results.”

Although Huntsville’s women 
defense workers were willing and 
able to do a “man’s job,” they still 
maintained their sense of femi­
ninity even under the most try­
ing circumstances. For example, 
most of the women employed on 
the lines at both arsenals were 
provided nondescript coveralls 
and headgear to wear on the job. 
When the Redstone Arsenal 
burster line employees were is­
sued new caps “...of a sheer ma­
terial ... in the shape of a 
Frenchman’s beret;” with match­
ing face masks similar to surgi­
cal garb, the women were able 
to joke about their “new bonnet.” 
A description of the new apparel 
concluded on the note that, “The 
caps are worn at the angle which 
is most becoming to the indi­
vidual and some of the 
Bursterettes have really done 
well with this little problem.” In 
1942, after the Redstone com­
mander learned that office em­
ployees were wearing civilian 
uniforms at several other instal­
lations, a military type uniform 
was selected for the arsenal’s fe­
male employees. Interested 
women voluntarily bought their 
own outfits, which were the color

of the WW II 
officer’s “pinks.” 
Even those
women who 
could not actually 
wear the outfit 
during working 
hours wanted a 
uniform. Accord­
ing to the 
Redstone Eagle, 
“Every girl on 
Line 3 has the 
[complete] outfit 
...of the WOW 
and proudly 
wears it. It makes 
her feel that she 
really is the ' man’ 
behind the man 
behind the gun.”

Years after 
WW II, one of 
Redstone 
Arsenal’s histori­
ans wrote, “When 
the call went out 
for female appli­
cants, hundreds 
of housewives, 
mothers, and
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even grandmothers promptly 
dropped their household tasks 
and volunteered their services to 
help defeat the Axis Powers.” 
While it is certainly true that an 
unprecedented numbers of 
women responded to their 
government’s call for assistance, 
they did not have the luxury of 
“dropping” their family and 
household obligations to do so. 
Children had to be cared for; 
household chores had to be 
done, either before or after work; 
shopping and other errands had 
to be taken care of on the job at 
Huntsville and Redstone arse­
nals, women “...daily lived in this 
world of noise, heat [or cold], 
vibration, tension, and danger, 
where carelessness may cause an 
immediate accident or a di­
saster.” During WW II, a total of 
five women were killed while on 
duty, three at Huntsville Arsenal 
and two at Redstone. Numerous 
others were hurt seriously, many 
of whom returned to work once 
their injuries had healed.

Most of the women employed 
by the Army had to adjust not 
only to working outside the home 
but had to accustom themselves 
to working under conditions that 
would have tried the stamina and 
patience of experienced male in­
dustrial workers.

The pressures of work and 
the strain of trying to keep up 
with family obligations, the 
stress of worrying about loved 
ones fighting in the war or being 
held prisoner behind enemy

lines, the lack of adequate rest 
and nutrition, even ill health all 
contributed to higher levels of 
absenteeism among women 
workers. Although at times chas­
tised for failing to display an ad­
equate amount of patriotic favor, 
most woman did not stay away 
from work simply to enjoy a lei­
surely day. Officials at both Army 
installations in Huntsville recog­
nized the problems faced daily 
by many of their female employ­
ees and sought to address com­
monplace issues. Counseling ser­
vices were provided to male and 
female workers through the em­
ployee relations offices at both 
installations. Huntsville Arsenal 
also hired a registered nurse to 
deal with problems hampering 
the productivity of individual em­
ployees. She even traveled to the 
homes of absent workers to as­
certain that any illness keeping 
personnel off the job was being 
treated properly.

In addition, Army officials 
offered practical assistance by 
locating and even building af­
fordable housing; finding needed 
transportation; convincing local 
shopkeepers to extend their
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business hours; and trying to 
solve the most pressing need, 
that of adequate day care for 
workers’ children. The Redstone 
Arsenal commander tried for 2 
years to obtain funding for a 
nursery school. However, this 
project was not approved until 
1945, when the number of 
women employees no longer Jus­
tified the expenditure of funds 
for this service.

With the successful conclu­
sion of the war in Europe in May 
1945 and the cessation of fight­
ing in the Pacific in August, the 
need for munitions production 
abruptly ceased. Redstone Arse­
nal implemented its first reduc- 
tion-in-force in June 1945, when 
about 200 employees were ter­
minated as a “result of adjust­
ments in production sched­
ules...” The majority of those ter­
minated were black women. By 

the end of October 1945, all of 
the ordnance lines had been shut 
down and the number of female 
production employees was re­
duced to zero.

The contribution made by 
America’s women “soldiers of 
production” during WWII was 
significant. The importance of 
women during this period of na­
tional crisis was acknowledged 
then and it is still recognized to­
day.

For example, in November 
1942, Huntsville saluted the var­
ied efforts of women by a num­
ber of displays in downtown 
store windows and special pro­
grams offered throughout the 
county. A special salute to 
“Women At War” arranged by the 
Huntsville Arsenal Public Affairs 
officer was broadcast by a local 
radio station on 15 August 1943. 
Redstone Arsenal paid tribute in
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1944 to the “gallant mothers of 
fighting men who were working 
at Redstone and in war plants all 
over the nation.” On 10 May 
1994, the U. S. Army Missile 
Command honored the WWII 
women defense workers of the 
Redstone Arsenal complex by 
renaming the former military rec­
reational area for Easter Posey, 
the first woman killed in the line 
of duty on 21 April 1942. The 
plaque unveiled during the cer­
emony reads, “Dedicated to the 
Women Workers of Redstone and 
Huntsville Arsenals Who Gave 
Their Lives in Service to Their 
Country.”

Seen on a local septic tank 
truck in Madison: 

“Yesterday’s Meals on 
Wheels”
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I Remember 
When

by Malcolm W. Miller
I remember when A. W. 

McAllister was mayor of Hunts­
ville, Alabama. He was a very 
small man with a head full of sil­
ver grey hair and a pleasant 
smile.

I remember when Thomas W. 
Jones was Probate Judge of 
Madison County. He was a short 
built man with a big mustache.

Mail delivery was twice a day 
during this time and the milk 
man left your milk on the door 
step every morning.

It cost ten cents to get in the 
Lyric and Grand Theaters, how­
ever you could get in the Elks 
theater on Eustis street, better 
known as the “Bug House ”, for 
a nickel.

You could get hamburgers at 
the Little Gem Cafe on Washing­
ton Street for a nickel and a soft 
drink for the same price.

The Farmer’s Market was 
down by the Big Spring and was 
then called the curb market. 
Most of the police men walked 
the streets instead of riding in 
cars. I remember one was Mr. 
Murphree and another one I re­
call was Mr. Malone. They were 
friendly and knew almost every­
one and spent a lot of time talk­
ing to people as they made their 
appointed rounds.

The city busses actually ran 
every ten minutes through town 
to the mill villages of Merrimack,

A Full Size Pillow Top 
Mattress Set

All New In Plastic with 
Warranty - $110.00

can deliver

256-509-7512

Lincoln and Dallas. They ran two 
at a time on Saturday and some­
times there was standing room 
only. Farmers came to town in 
their two-horse wagons and 
parked the wagons and teams 
either behind Dunnavants De­
partment store, or Dobsons on 
Washington street. Incidentally 
Dobsons sold a lot of damaged 
goods.

You could purchase canned 
vegetables for a nickel a can, 
however there was no wrapper 
on the cans, so every meal was a 
surprise when you opened a can 
you never knew what you were 
going to eat. They also sold shot 
gun shells cheap because they 
had been wet. I remember my 
brother, Robert, bought a box of 
these shells and went rabbit 
hunting. A rabbit jumped up, 
Robert raised his gun and fired. 
There was a spewing sound, shot 
and wadding rolled out the end 
of the gun barrel and the rabbit 
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Household and Business Needs
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went on his merry way.
We got our first radio when I 

was about nine years old. It was 
a Philco battery model since we 
did not have electricity, and 
many of the neighbors would 
gather in to listen to the Grand 
Ole Opry on Saturday night. All 
day each Saturday there would 
be live hillbilly bands playing on 
the local station.

Yes, I said Hillbilly, that is 
what the music was called then. 
No one had ever heard of coun-

Old Coins Wanted
We buy old coins and coin collections, 

all types and sizes.



try music in those days. I remem­
ber Smokey Daniels Band. 
Kerman Hall and the Maysville 
Cotton Choppers, Jesse Lee 
Bunch Band, the Hornbuckle 
Brothers Band, that included 
Arnold Hornbuckle who later 
became a successful business 
man in the record and music 
store business. One of the most 
popular by far was Monte Sano 
Crowder. Besides being on the 
radio as a musician and disc 
jockey he, for many years, ran the 
Tennessee Valley Barn Dance, 
better known as the Snuff 
Dipper’s Ball.

Here was also Vance Morris 
and the Alabama Play Boys, 
Jimmy O’Rear, Tommy Crutcher 
and many others. I still remem­
ber the thrill I got the first time I 
sang on one of those radio pro­
grams, in fact I still remember 
the song I sang.

I remember when every thing 
closed on Sunday and if you cut 
grass or worked the garden or 
did any kind of labor you were 
ridiculed by your neighbors. My 
parents wouldn’t even let us play 
ball, go swimming or fishing on 
Sunday.

My how things have changed 
in my lifetime. Back then there 
was no television, no air condi­
tioners, very few phones. In the 
Ryland community where I grew 
up there might have been four or 
five phones and they were the 
crank type that hung on the wall 
and didn’t work half the time. 
The switch board was run by a 

blind man named Charlie Lacy. 
When you made a call you would 
pick up the receiver, turn the 
crank and say hello Charlie and 
he would plug your phone line 
into the phone line of whomever 
you wanted to talk to.

When I was a small boy there 
were very few cars. There were 
a few A models and T models 
and I dare say during the sum­
mer time revivals at all the 
churches, which most every one 
went during revivals, there were

Zj&EYSTONE
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* 24 Hour On Site Staff
* Medication Monitoring
* Housekeeping/Laundry
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more mules and wagons and 
horses than there were cars.

Those were hard times, but 
good times in many ways, cokes 
and double colas were a nickel, 
but who had a nickel? It is good 
to reminisce about the good old 
days when times were bad as 
Dolly Parton wrote in the song, 
but right now I think I will turn 
up the air conditioner, drink a 
coke and watch a Gun Smoke 
rerun on television.

* 3 Home Cooked Meals Daily
* Full Activities Program
* Scheduled Transportation

For Your Personal
Tour Please Call

880-1101
4200 Chris Drive

Huntsville, Al 35802
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News From The Year 1923
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Adolph Hitler Arrested
Nov 12. Four nights ago in 

Munich. Adolf Hitler, the Na­
tional Socialist leader, tried to 
whip up a coup against the Ger­
man national government. He 
failed and today he is under ar­
rest.

Hitler learned that other lead­
ers would address a rally in the 
Buergerbraukeller, a vast beer 
hall, and decided to kidnap 
them. Hitler entered, posting a 
machine gun crew to bar the 
door. Climbing up on a table, 
Hitler fired a shot from his pis­
tol into the ceiling. He got instant 

Chief of Police in Jail
Mobile, Al., Dec. 26: Former Chief of Police P J. 

O’Shaughnessy, previously arrested on six charges of con­
spiracy to violate the prohibition laws, growing out of federal 
indictments, was rearrested today on a federal warrant, charg­
ing him with conspiracy to violate the prohibition law with 
Robert Johnson. Bond in the latter case against the chief was 
fixed at $5,000, making the total bond that the ex police offi­
cial is under $28,000. Johnson has been arrested and is out 
on a $5,000 bond.

attention, and he used it to pro­
claim, “The National Revolution 
has begun.”

Hitler took Kahr’s place as 
the speaker, and then forced the 
Bavarian leaders to join him in 
a private room. With gun in 
hand, he tried to persuade them 
to turn the Bavarian dictatorship 
into a national one.

Next morning, after the fiasco 
of the Beer Hall Putsch, Hitler 
and Ludendorff led a column of 
storm troopers toward army 
headquarters to join Roehm. 
They approached through a nar­

row street blocked at the end by 
police. Somebody opened fire. 
Sixteen police and Nazis lay dead 
or dying, many more were hurt, 
and the crowd scattered, includ­
ing Hitler.

Today, Hitler was found 
about 40 miles from Munich in 
a villa belonging to Ernest “Putzi” 
Hanfstaengl; a Harvard gradu­
ate, a former art dealer in New 
York and a supporter of Hitler’s 
Nazi Party. Hitler was not injured 
except for a grazed shoulder, ap­
parently hurt as he hit the 
ground when the shooting start­
ed in Munich.

This is expected to spell the 
end for Hitler’s small Nazi party. 
Already reports have been re­
ceived indicating the party will 
be banned.
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King Tut 
Treasures Found

More splendors have been 
uncovered in King Tutankha­
men’s tomb by Howard Carter 
and his excavation crew. It was 
believed nothing could be more 
exciting than the discovery last 
January of the pharaoh’s per­
sonal effects within the outer 
shrine; yet a second shrine 
within the first was detected, and 
it houses even more precious 
goods.

The excavators found the 
door to the inner shrine with its 
clay seal intact. They carefully 
pried it open to reveal a room 
no eyes had seen for 3,370 years. 
Facing the men as they stepped 
inside was a huge alabaster urn 
laced with gold and silver. 
Mounted upon it were two god­
like figures representing upper 
and lower Egypt. The neck of this 
vase is cracked, possibly due to 
an acidic reaction with its former 
contents. In two corners of the 
room are several staves, a scep­
ter and a mace. These are gilded 

with gold.
As the excavators cast their 

lights about, they sighted reli­
gious scripture, also etched in 
gold, lining the walls. The mean­
ing of the other hieroglyphs will 
remain a mystery until the phi­
lologist Dr. Alan Gardiner arrives 
to decipher them. Less beautiful 
but just as intriguing is a giant 
linen coffin cloth, littered with 
golden flowers, bolted and tied 
down.

More People 
in Prison

Montgomery - An Alabama 
Prison report shows that more 
people are being convicted of 
crimes. The detail of the report 
follows: “Thirty-nine prisoners 
were sentenced for grand lar­
ceny, and 33 for burglary. There 
were 21 new prisoners sen­
tenced for murder in the second 
degree, and 17 of assault to mur­
der. Five of the 230 new prison­
ers were convicted of having 
more than one wife.”

arathoi^
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- Pulling off band-aids can be 
painful, especially for kids. To 
make it easier, just use your 
heated hair dryer on it for a few 
seconds, it will come right off.

- Do you have very small 
holes developing in your outdoor 
screen? You can seal them up 
with clear nail polish.

- Many food dishes are very 
bland. To add excitement to your 
cooking, kick up the garlic, salt 
and hot peppers a bit, then wait 
for the applause.

- If you like feeding the birds, 
add some chopped apples to 
their menu - they’ll love you!

- Most insects hate tobacco 
juice - just put a few cigarettes 
or cigars in a spray bottle of wa­
ter and place in sun 2 days. Use 
on outdoor areas.

- Your bacon shouldn’t curl if 
you sprinkle it with a little flour 
before frying.

- Keep a regular blackboard 
eraser handy in your car to wipe 
off steamed windows. There will 
be no smear marks or streaks.

- A couple of coats of dark 
rose nail polish will make most 
feet look much better. (Women)

- Camphorated oil will re­
move those white marks made 
by hot dishes on a polished table.

- When you don’t have a small 
funnel, use half an egg shell with 
a hole in the end, place on bottle 
and pour.

- If you like that crisp, cool 
feeling in bed at night, buy 
cheaper sheets. The more expen­
sive, high thread count sheets 
feel much warmer to your skin.

- Custard should be baked 
near the bottom of the oven to 
cook the bottom and prevent the 
top from 
scorching.

- When 
seating 
your 
guests, the 
lady sits to 
the right of 
the host. 
The gentle­
man sits at

CUSTOM EXTERIORS
* Gutters * Vinyl Windows
* Garages * Screen Rooms
* Decks * Licensed & Insured

Call 256-216-1802

We have great success in helping most 

**Disc Problems** 
Without surgery
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Sponsered by Alabama Chiropractic Back Clinic - Huntsville, Al 
Dr. Robert Richards Dr. David Land

No representataion is made that the quality of services to be performed is greater than the quality of chiropractic services performed bv others

the right of the hostess.
- Before serving dessert all 

dishes are to be removed from 
the table, also salt and pepper, 
and the table is crumbed.

- Lemon or orange oil is per­
fect for removing shower scum 
from stained glass windows.

- Clean your fingernails by 
digging them into a lemon or or­
ange rind.

- If you’re driving at night and 
don’t want to fall asleep, sit on a 
board that you’ve placed in the 
front seat. Open windows also.

- Watch that no heavy furni­
ture is sitting on any electrical 
cords - it can cause a fire.

Specializing In Vinyl Siding

All New
Queen Size 
Pillow Top Mattress 
set in plastic with 

warranty
Can Deliver - $180.00 

256-509-7512

Sims Driving School
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Mon. thru Sat. 9-5
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Website: members.aol.com/drivingwithsims
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Local News 
From 1889

- George Hardy, aged 31, has 
been committed for trial on 
$2,500 bond on a charge of 
grand larceny preferred by his 
sister-in-law, Dora Rane, who al­
leges that he stole $50 from her 
pocket on the day of marriage to 
her sister. The accused denied 
the charge and said it was a case 
of spite. When arrested he had 
over $1,200 in his possession. 
It was said Hardy made a prac­
tice of marrying women for 
money and leaving them on their 
wedding day. The detectives say 
he is wanted for a similar charge 
in Limestone County.

- Since the arrest of two men 
last week charged with burglary, 
the Huntsville police have had 
things their way. Saturday night 
there was an unusually large 
number of officers employed and 

some were hid out while others 
patrolled the street. This is told 
because it is a warning to some 
poor devil who may think he can 
burglarize a store in the future 
and get away with it. Our boys 
in blue will be in number, espe­
cially on Friday and Saturday 
nights and will not tolerate any 
suspicious activity.

- Roger Unger has departed 
for Nashville where he will par­
ticipate in a foot race against the 
famed French runner Peter 
Euclid. The prize is $1000.00.

- Our city fathers have passed 
an ordinance which has been on 
the statute book for some time, 
forbidding hog pens in the city, 
yet the nuisance is kept up in 
defiance of the law.

Rich bachelors should 
be heavily taxed. It’s 
not fair that some men 

should be happier than 
others.

Oscar Wilde
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The Town of 

Hazel Green
by Jack Harwell

If you spend any time travel­
ling about Madison County, you 
will find communities whose ori­
gins seem to be lost in the mists 
of history. But each one has a 
story to tell.

During the early part of the 
last century, people flocked to 
what is now North Alabama from 
the more populated areas back 
east. Two of the more popular 
migration routes intersected 
about 14 miles north of John 
Hunt’s cabin at the Big Spring. 
One was the road leading south 
from Nashville, where the sales 
of lands in the area were re­
corded. The other road ran east 
west toward Athens and was 
known as the Limestone Road. 
Also known as the Military Road, 
it brought many settlers to Ala­
bama from the Carolinas and 
Virginia.

By 1809 this crossroads had 
become a busy place. With both 
hotels and stores, and a spring 
for watering horses, it was be­
coming a real town, rivalling the 
settlement at the Spring to the 
south. It was during this period 
that the little community became 
known as Hazel Green. Travel­
lers passing through the town 
were struck by the abundance of 
green hazelnut bushes there. 
Thus the place where the hazel­
nuts grew became Hazel Green. 
One version of this story suggests

Queen Size
Orthopedic Mattress still in 

plastic with full warranty 
for 150.00 

can deliver

256-509-7512 

that the name was bestowed by 
none other than Andrew Jack- 
son. This is certainly possible, 
since the general and future 
president was a frequent visitor 
to Huntsville.

Thomas McGeehee came to 
north Madison County in 1815 
and built a mill on a fork of the 
Flint River about two miles north 
of Hazel Green. Another settler, 
Charles Cabiness, built a cotton 
gin in the same area. Both the 
McGeehee mill and the Cabiness 
gin are believed to be the first 
operations of their kind in Madi­
son County, and possibly in the 
state.

So rapid was Hazel Green’s 
growth that the town incorpo­
rated in 1821. Five trustees were 
elected in August of that year, Huntsville Hos£ital

SOPER'S

Across



and later there was a treasurer 
and a constable. At this time, 
perhaps three or four hundred 
people lived in Hazel Green, 
making it the third largest city 
in the county, behind Huntsville 
and Triana. A post office had 
been established in 1819. But 
the City of Hazel Green was des­
tined for a short life, for the ar­
ticles of incorporation were re­
pealed by the state legislature in 
1830. Hazel Green has been un­
incorporated ever since, al­
though in the last twenty years 
there has been some sentiment 
to reincorporate.

During Hazel Green’s days as 
a popular stopover for Hunts­
ville-bound travellers, one of the 
favorite lodging places was the 
Round Mound Inn. Located one 
mile east of the town, this struc­
ture was built in 1847 by a 
woman with a questionable past. 
Elizabeth Evans Dale had moved 
to Hazel Green in 1835, having 
recently married a man named 
Gibbons. Gibbons died shortly 
after arriving in Hazel Green. His 
widow remarried - but her new 
husband died soon after. She 
then married Alexander 
Jefferies, who owned a large 
plantation in the area. Eight 
years later, Jefferies passed on 
as well, and some locals began 
to whisper about the woman 
whose husbands seemed to die 

mysteriously.
Elizabeth was a woman of 

great beauty, which she would 
retain well past her youth, and 
had no trouble attracting rich 
and influential men. Not long af­
ter burying Mr. Jefferies, she 
married Robert High, a Lime­
stone County legislator. He lasted 
three years. In 1846, Elizabeth 
married for a fifth time, this time 
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to Absalom Brown, a merchant 
of New Market. It was during her 
marriage to Brown that Elizabeth 
began construction of the inn, 
but he was not around for the 
opening, having died suddenly. 
Now the rumors were mentioned 
more openly. It was said that 
Elizabeth hung the hats of each 
husband on a rack in an upstairs 
hallway. Supposedly, the burial
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with each paid adult entree. 
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine In or carry out & our famous breaklast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841 
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

Every Monday night 
Kids Eat Free!

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS S HAMPTONS
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of Absalom Brown on the 
grounds of the inn took place late 
at night.

Elizabeth's sixth marriage, to 
Willis Routt, fared no better than 
the others. He soon followed his 
predecessors to the grave. She 
then began keeping company 
with D. H. Bingham, a local 
schoolteacher. But then matters 
finally came to a head. A neigh­
bor, Abner Tate, published a 
book which specifically charged 
Elizabeth with the murders of 
her husbands. Tate believed 
Elizabeth and Bingham to be re­
sponsible for legal problems he 
had been experiencing. The 
couple brought libel charges 
against Tate, which were later 
dropped. Elizabeth sold the inn 
in 1854 and moved to Missis­
sippi, where, it is assumed. She 
spent the remainder of her life.

Hazel Green’s first residents 
were attracted to the area by the 
abundance of fertile farmland, 
and the town would always re­
main a farming community. The 
wealthy cotton planters of ante­
bellum days were replaced after 
the Civil War by small tract farm­
ers. Meanwhile, the center of 
population of Madison County 
shifted to Huntsville.

The road to Huntsville even­
tually became a paved state high­
way, which was widened to four 
lanes in the 1950s. Until inter-

state highways were built, it re­
mained the main road from 
Huntsville to Nashville. Many of 
Hazel Green’s natives took jobs 
in Huntsville. But change always 
came slowly to Hazel Green. A 
survey done in the mid-50s listed 
88 cars and 70 tractors.

The past yields slowly, but 
inexorably. The Round Mound 
Inn burned down in 1968. A traf­
fic light now stops traffic at the 
crossroads where travellers once 
watered their horses and mar­
velled at the hazelnut bushes. 
But Hazel Green is still a town 
centered at a single crossroads, 
just as it was 175 years ago. And 
away from the main roads, land 
is still being farmed, just as it 
was in the days of Andrew 
Jackson.

Sign outside a 
local muffler shop:

“No appointment 
necessary. We can 
hear you coming.”

1SF
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A Civil War 
Letter

Dear Ma,
I hope that this letter finds 

you in good health. We are in 
camp now in a place called 
Huntsville. The people here 
aren’t too friendly and there is not 
much to do. There is a big spring 
here and that is where people go 
to see other people.

They say that Morgan is go­
ing to try and take the city back 
but we are ready for him. We got 
a lot of defenses and no one 
would try to overcome them. We 
march all the time. Last week 
we went to New Market and I saw 
the elephant. Some of our boys 
got killed and a bunch more got

Infidels of 
the Dark
from 1907 newspaper

Missing are nine hogs of 
a reddish nature. The hogs 
are the property of J.D. 
Kendall and were last seen 
on the streets of Huntsville 
on the corner of Clinton and 
Jefferson. The above person 
already, this year, has lost 
33 hogs and two milkcows 
to the infidels of the dark 
who seem to be con­
tinuously preying upon the 
trusting manners of our 
townspeople. A liberal re­
ward will be paid.

“In my attempt to kill a fly,
I drove into a telephone pole.”

Seen on Gurley traffic 
accident report

shot up.
This war cannot last much 

longer because people are going 
to get tired of killing. People 
can’t kill but so much and they 
will get tired of it and then there 
will not be any more wars.

Give Nessie my regards and 
tell her that she can use my room 
until I get home. Roy is coming 
back home on leave soon. He 
got a bullet but not bad. I hope 
this war will be over by Christ-
mas and I can come home. 
Please send me a comb and 
some real sugar if you can, we 
don’t ever get none of that here.

Don’t forget me Ma,
Your son Ben

852-5708
Free Estimates \

Licensed
X Insured

7002 Memorial Parkway N. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810
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Tub||
Senior Citizens Discount 
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Antique Tub Restoration & Sales

Bennett Nurseries
Shopping with us is like a walk in the Park!

At Bennett Nurseries, you'll find a relaxing, park-like 
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our 
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of 
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and 
refreshments are served. Please shop with us today.

FAST - CONFIDENTIAL - CASHGOT LAND?
Don’t know exactly what to do with it? Let us 

help - we’ll show you how 
to get the most for your property.

WE BUY LAND, CASH, FAST.
SISCO LAND CO. llc 256-990-2790

EXCLUSIVE LAND DEALER
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OFFICE SUPPLY 
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533-6977
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The
Miracle 
Worker

In the late fall of 1958, a 
strange caravan pulled into 
Huntsville. After erecting a large 
tent on an empty lot, near Wash­
ington and Pratt Avenue, they 
immediately began passing out 
handbills throughout town.

“Religious Revival,” the hand­
bill read. “Come see the sick 
healed and miracles performed 
before your eyes.”

Traveling revivals were noth­
ing new to Huntsville. Almost 
yearly, miracle workers or reli­
gious healers would appear in 
town to stage week long revivals 
promising to heal the bodies and 
save the souls.

Of course, the faithful were 
always expected to make gener­
ous donations.

This revival troupe, however, 
was different. Just how different 

soon became apparent when 
Huntsville got a good look at the 
newest miracle worker.

A tall man, slim with dark 
hair, Preacher Ramone was clad 
in a stylish suit, crafted from 
light burgundy satin, heavily in­
laid with gold brocade.

He was just different enough 
to stir the curiosity of 
Huntsville’s natives. The first 
night there were maybe 15 or 20 
people scattered throughout the 
large tent, waiting to be healed, 
saved, or amused.

The show opened with 
Preacher Ramone giving a pas­
sionate plea to the faithful. After 
working himself to a feverish 
pitch, he motioned to his help­
ers waiting in the wings. Slowly, 
with a chorus of singers singing 
softly in the background, the 
helpers rolled a coffin onto the 
stage.

Just as the choir finished, 
and with everyone in the audi­
ence waiting to see what would 
happen next, Preacher Ramone 
raised the lid of the coffin to re-

Washington Square

veal a body.
“Folks,” he cried out. “I prom­

ised you a miracle and I am go­
ing to show you one! We’re gonna 
pray over this body for 7 days
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Fresh Seafood
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Dinner to Go 
Bicycle Delivery 
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109 Washington Street
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and 7 nights and on the 7th 
night the body will rise from the 
dead!”

Needless to say, the next 
night the tent was almost full of 
expectant and curious people 
staring at the body lying on 
stage.

Of course, Preacher Ramone 
did not neglect to take contri­
butions. Every few minutes a 
plate would be passed, with the 
preacher exhorting the people to 
help him continue in his work.

The tent was full on the third 
night, and overflowing by the 
fifth. On the sixth night, police 
had to be called to help with traf­
fic control. The plates that had 
been passed around the first 
nights were now replaced with 
dishpans, and even they were 
not large enough to hold the 
money donated by the thou­
sands of people who were now 
showing up each night.

Photographs of the coffin 
were sold for $2 apiece, and for 
an extra donation, one could 
actually go up on stage and place 
their hands on the coffin. For 
another $1 the people could 
have their picture taken with 
Preacher Ramone, in all of his 
burgundy glory.

Early on the morning of the 
seventh day people began flock­
ing to town from points all over 
North Alabama. Eagerly they 
gathered in the field around the 
tent, waiting and talking about 
the miracle scheduled to occur 
that night.

By 5 o’clock in the evening 
the crowd waiting was estimated

BRAND NAME
King Size Pillow Top 

mattress set in plastic with

Under $300
Can Deliver

256-509-7512 

to be over 4000 people.
And they waited.
Finally, around 8:00 pm, a 

small delegation took it upon 
themselves to enter the tent to 
see what was holding up the 
show. The chairs were still in 
place, the coffin still sitting in the 
stage position ... but there was

EarthTouch
Full Selection of Spring Annuals, Shrubs, 

Tropicals. Shop For Rare & Hard To Find Plants. 
All At Competitive Prices

8515-B Whitesburg Drive Open Mon-Sat: 8am-5pm 
Just south of Lily Flagg Supply (256) 880-3808

Quality Indoor and Outdoor Plants

Tennesse Valley Stoneyard & Patio Shop, Inc,
If you can envision it, The Most Unique Shopping Experience

we can build it!
Custom Stone Masonry, Garden Ponds, 
Waterfalls, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces, 

Retaining Walls, Patios, etc. Retail 
Stone, Sales by the ton or the pound

If unique home & garden accesories 
are what you are looking for... 
you’ve found the right place!

Statuary, antiques, crafts, 
stone carvings, patio accessories, 

water plants, outdoor fountains and 
much more!

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with

you of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

no body.
Missing also was the choir, 

Preacher Ramone, and thou­
sands of dollars that had once 
belonged to Huntsville’s citizens.

The following week a 
creditor from Louisville. 
Kentucky, showed up with a 
court order to repossess the tent.

7991 Highway 53 - Toney 
256-858-9111

Conveniently located just 10 miles 
north of Huntsville on Highway 53 - just 1/4 

 mile north of Wall Triana

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Weird News 

from all around
- A 17-year-old Memphis 

woman was married for four 
months before discovering that 
her husband was a woman, age 
19. According to a priest in­
volved in the case, the woman 
claimed that her husband never 
let her see him naked because 
he had been deformed by a 
football injury. The bride became 
suspicious when some of her 
husband's friends’Teferred to 
him as “Harriet.”

- Pro-golfer Homero Blancas 
once hit a ball out of the rough 
during a tournament and 
watched it hit a palm tree and 
become lodged in the bra of a 
female spectator. Blancas asked 
fellow golfer Chi Chi Rodriquez 
what he should do, Rodriquez 
reportedly replied, “I think you 
should play it.”

- A jury in Nassau County, 
New York, awarded $425,000 to

Happy Birthday!
Thanks for 3 great Years!

thes@ap
A UNIQUE 1^

BODY & BATH I
BOUTIQUE VIIOI I
Soaps, Candles, Bath Items, 

Linens, Unique Gifts

Storewide Birthday Savings!

Take $5 off any $25 purchase 
with mention of this ad

Unique Gift items made to order 
Great Ideas For Graduation Gifts!

Gift Baskets For All Occasions!

900 Bob Wallace Ave. Suite 118
539-8022

www.thesoapdishonline.com 

a 24 year-old bookkeeper who 
claimed she lost her hair from 
the shock of biting into a 
squirming beetle in her yogurt. 
The woman was watching TV 
and spooning some raspberry 
yogurt when, according to her 
attorney, Abraham Ficksberg, 
“she felt a piece of foreign mat­
ter in her mouth. She knew it 
was too hard to be a raspberry, 
and besides it was moving.”

- A judge in Tennessee de­
cided a jury went a little far in 
recommending a sentence of 
5,005 years for a man they 
convicted of five robberies and a 
kidnapping. The judge reduced 
the sentence to 1,001 years.

“The patient was to have a 
bowel resection. However, 

he took a job as a stockbroker 
instead.”

Seen on Mobile hospital 
patient chart
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A Bluecoat Hangover
An early landmark in upper Paint Rock Valley was 

Cox’s Still House, on Clear Creek. Oddly enough, some 
innocent jollification turned sour for a group of Union 
soldiers at the Still House one day in 1864. About 40 of 
the boys in blue had retired to the secluded spot, mean­
ing to take time out from the brutal War Between the 
States. The Yankees quickly confiscated all the whisky 
they could find, intending to make some egg nog with 
the milk and eggs they had stolen from local farmers.

Unfortunately, they made so much racket that some 
of‘Bushwhacker” Johnston’s Confederates heard them. 
The Johnny Rebs sent several of their men to slip around 
behind the Yankees. Meanwhile, the rest of the Confed­
erates set an ambush along the road. Without warning, 
the Confeds in advance opened fire into the carousing 
Yankees. Panic stricken, the blue coats dropped their 
booze and fled straight into the ambush.

When the Yankees sobered up, they were faced with 
the double humiliation of having a hangover and being 
taken prisoners.

HOW BEING served

Local News From 1907
- John T. Howland is visiting his brother, Charley 

Howland at the McGee Hotel.
- James Murphree will leave for Cincinnati next week 

to purchase the fixtures for the new Henderson National 
Bank. The fixtures will be mahogany and marble base 
and mosaic tiles.

- Mr. John Sutherland, about 50 years of age, died 
yesterday from hydrophobia. He was bitten about six 
weeks ago and was sent to Atlanta. He died in awful 
agony, six men being required to hold him.

- Children will not be allowed in the pool rooms in 
Huntsville. Mayor Smith has given instructions to the 
police on the enforcement of the city laws and minors 
will not be allowed to enter pool rooms in this city. Pro-
prietors will be required to remove their curtains so that 
oeople can see in as they pass along the street.
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Fast Approvals
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Tim McNeese - Loan Officer
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JMVittleAKX
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(256) 837-9935

Foods the same color have the 
same number of calories. Examples 
are spinach and pistachio ice cream; 

mushrooms and mashed potatoes 
with gravy.

Discount Jewelers
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Shawn Daniel 
Jewelry Repair 
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Huntsville, Al 35803 
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Memories
by Mrs. Lola Henley
(recorded in 1995)

I was born in 1898, in a two 
room log cabin near Paint Rock. 
My Daddy grew cotton and to­
bacco. One of my earliest memo­
ries is my Mother carrying me to 
the fields and placing me on a 
blanket in the shade of a tree 
while she helped Daddy in the 
fields.

By the time I was 6 or 7 years 
old I had to help in the fields, 
too. Daddy made me a cotton 
picking sack out of old pillow 
cases and I helped pick cotton. 
My other job was fetching water 
for the field hands. My cousin 
and I were both expected to pick 
a certain amount of cotton each 
day. One day, realizing we didn’t 
have enough, we decided to put 
some heavy rocks in our bags to 
make them weigh more.

When Daddy got home from 
the gin he took a belt to both of 
us. We learned later that the 
rocks had tore the gin up.

Daddy also raised honey 
bees. After he robbed the hives 
every fall he would take the 
honey to Huntsville where he 
would trade it with Mr. Harrison 
(Harrison Brothers Hardware). 
We also dug ginseng to trade in 
town.

Going to town was always a 
big event for us. The night be­
fore Daddy would load the wagon 
with crock jars full of honey 
packed with straw so they 
wouldn’t break. The next morn­
ing we would get up before day­
light, and after Daddy had

fek Jack’s 
Toy Store

Specializing in the service
& restoration of fine
British automobiles.

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama 

hitched the wagon up, we 
would start for town. 
Mother always placed a 
quilt behind the wagon 
seat and I would curl up 
back there listening to all 
the honey jars rattle.

About lunch time we 
would stop at a creek to 
eat our biscuits Mother 
had prepared the night 
before. There was a 
wooden box nailed to a 
tree next to the creek 
where people would leave 
messages for other 
people. Lots of times 
people would leave a note 
asking you to pick up 
something in town.

Our first stop in town 
was at the Big Spring. All 
the people from out in the 
county camped out there 
when they went to town. 
Daddy had a piece of can­
vas he would make a tent____
out of, and that’s where-XlJk 

HARMONY-.
$ound J’
Musical Instruments 

New & Used Sound Equipment 
Bill & Linda Graviett

820 Wellman Ave. Phone 256-512-5662
Huntsville, AL 35801 Fax 256-512-5639

— Paris on Whitesburg —
If you’re looking for UNUSUAL, you’ve found the place!

CLTLA art
WHITESBURG

Antiques & Gifts - Floral Arrangements - Unusual Antiques, 
Furniture - Garden Accessories - Nouvelle Candles, 

Garden Furniture & the ever-popular Chai Tea

New Items Arriving Daily!

534-7930
Mon - Sat 10-5 Sunday 1 - 5

2336 - A Whitesburg Drive

Tapas Resfaupanf
1/2 Mile South of the Radisson

Serving a Variety of Dishes 
from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes, 
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels 

Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail 
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini, 

Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue 
Signature Crayfish Bisque 

Basil-Balsamic Green Salad 
Homemade Desserts

Plus Many Other Offerings Await You 
Full Bar, Cozy Dining 
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we spent the night. It was always 
great fun with all the campfires 
and everyone visiting back and 
forth.

The next morning we would 
hitch the wagon and take the 
honey up to Harrison’s (Harrison 
Brothers). Daddy and the man 
who had the store would always 
argue and shout for what seemed 
like hours and finally they would 
make a deal. We got paid in half 
cash and half trade out. Next we 
would look up a man by the 
name of Foster, who always 
bought our ginseng. He didn’t 
have a store or an office, but was 
always hanging around the 
Courthouse square. He would 
look at it real carefully and if he 
liked it, we would go to another 
place where they would weigh it.

While Daddy got supplies 
from Mr. Harrison, Mother and 
I would go shopping at the other 
stores. I still remember the first 
store-bought dress I ever had. 
Before that they were always 
made from flour sacks.

Someone later told me they 
had deer in the Courthouse yard 
back then but I don’t remember 
it. The only thing I remember 
about any animals there is step­
ping in mule 
droppings and 
Mother washing 
my shoes under 
the pump. There 
were lots of pi­
geons too. I re­
member you 
could throw a 
piece of bread on 
the ground and 
hundreds of pi­
geons would 
fight over it.

Once Daddy 
carried us to a 
hotel for dinner 
and we had oys­
ters. Daddy 
liked them but 
Mother and I got 
sick. Most 
times, however, 
we just ate at the
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Spring whatever Mother cooked.
The next morning, before the 

sun came up, we would start 
home.
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The General 
Who Was Not 
A General
No less than eight Civil War 

generals could claim Huntsville 
and Madison County as their 
birthplace. Oddly enough, they 
were evenly divided — four on 
each side. Without a doubt, the 
most distinguished were Con­
federates John Hunt Morgan and 
Edward Dorr Tracy. Tracy was a 
courageous leader, and his war 
record deserves to be better 
known.

A first rate fighting man, Ed­
ward Dorr Tracy (1833-1863), 
was a native of Macon, Georgia. 
However, he made his home in 
Huntsville from the mid 1850s. 
A lawyer by profession, he had 
graduated from the University of 
Georgia at the age of seventeen. 
In 1855 Tracy married Ellen 
Steele, a daughter of George 
Steele, Huntsville’s noted ante­
bellum architect. In April 1861, 
Tracy went to war as captain of 
a company of Huntsville volun­
teers known as the “North Ala­
bamians.” The unit went by rail 
to Georgia, where it became 
Company I of Col. Egbert J. 
Jones’ famous 4th Alabama In­
fantry Regiment. In July 1861, 
Tracy led his company at the 
Battle of Manassas, Virginia, but 
shortly thereafter accepted the 
position of major in the 12th Ala­
bama Infantry. In October 1861, 
he became lieutenant colonel of 
the new 19th Alabama Infantry, 
serving under then Colonel Jo­
seph Wheeler. Tracy commanded

“Recent widow who has just 
buried fourth husband looking 

for someone to round out a 
six-unit plot. Shortness of 

breath not a problem.”

Seen in local singles’ ad 

the 19th Alabama at the Battle of 
Shiloh, having his horse killed 
under him. He was next sent with 
his regiment to East Tennessee to 
reinforce General Edmund Kirby 
Smith's Army. Recommended for 
promotion by Smith, Tracy was 
commissioned a brigadier general 
on August 16, 1862.

General Tracy commanded a 
brigade of five Alabama regiments: 
the 20th, 23rd, 30th, 31st, and 
46th. He led his men into battle 
for the last time at Port Gibson, 
Mississippi, on May 1, 1863. Fa­
tally stuck by a minnie ball, Tracy 
“fell near the front line, pierced 
through the breast, and died in­
stantly without uttering a word,” 
wrote one of his men. Since 
Huntsville was then threatened by 
Union cavalry raiders, General 

Ask our Expert help for all of your 
Gardening and Pond needs.

• Ponds, waterfalls, and all your water gardening needs
• Beautiful Japanese and domestic koi and goldfish
• Aquatic plants, including water lilies, lotus, and marginals
• Huntsville's largest selection of bird feeders, houses, seed, and 

hummingbird products
• Nature-related gifts, books, CDs, and garden accessories
• Extensive display of fine pottery, fountains, birdbaths, benches, 

statuary, & wrought iron
Bring the KIDS!

We have nature items devoted to kids, and they'll love the NATURE SHOW!

ACRZ2A5 TllC. Pt?ND 7004 N. Mem. Pkw 
next to Bennett Nurseries 

256-852-7335TA Ntfon

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville I

—— Old Huntsville Page 49

Tracy’s remains was buried in 
Macon, Georgia. The Huntsville 
hero was interred with both 
military and Masonic honors.

Looking for my Wife

from 1872 newspaper
I am searching for my 

wife, Nancy, a former slave 
who was sold to a merchant 
in Huntsville sometime in 
1862. We lived on the Massey 
plantation near Franklin, 
Tenn, until Mr. Massey sold 
us off. She is about 35 years 
old and dark skinned with a 
large scar on forehead. Con­
tact me in care of this paper.

George Massey

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION
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Lost Towns
by Tom Kenny

livered by automobile.
The three room, wood framed, Silver Hill School of 

Mullin’s Flat was located off present Dodd Road had an 
enrollment of about 150 black students.

The school was financed partly by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund of Chicago to help black schools in the

Located a few miles outside of Hunts­
ville were once two thriving communities 
by the names of Mullins Flat and Pond 
Beat. Today, if one tried to locate them, 
all one would find are manicured fields 
fenced in by the fences surrounding 
Redstone Arsenal.

Most of us are familiar with the gov­
ernment, in time of need, taking the land 
a house or a business sits on, but few 
people realize that at the beginning of the 
Second War whole communities were 
erased from the face of the earth.

Pond Beat got its name from a series 
of ponds, Mack Pond, Rock Pond, Round 
Pond and others that extended from Pond 
Beat nearly to Triana.

The two communities were separated 
by a branch of Indian Creek. Mullin's Flat 
was north of the creek, Pond Beat to the 
south. These old communities lacked elec­
tricity, plumbing and telephones. Some of 
the houses had dirt floors and makeshift 
heating.

Many of the people occupying these 
communities were poor, very poor, but 
others were quite affluent.

In Mullin’s Flat there were over fifty 
black families and five white families. The 
community was not integrated but every­
one got along very well.

Many of the residents were tenant 
farmers, providing labor for the land 
owner in exchange for a place to live and 
a share of the crop, usually a third or a 
fourth.

Most of the land was owned by indi­
viduals who were the children or grand­
children of former slaves. They farmed the 
land, owned businesses, stores, gins and 
mills and ran their own communities.

Peddlers called, “rolling stores” visited 
both communities once a week, selling 
household goods, foodstuffs, sweets and 
personal needs.

Mail was delivered by horseback. The 
riders came from Talucah in Morgan 
County by ferryboat, delivered the mail 
and ferried back home. Later mail was de­
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South. Rosenwald funded one- 
third of the money, the State of 
Alabama funded one-third and 
the balance was supplied by the 
Mullin’s Flat community. Most of 
the community funding was sup­
plied by several of the wealthy 
black farmers.

James P Burns who died in 
1919 of double pneumonia, was 
a resident of Mullin’s Flat. He 
operated a general store, a black­
smith shop and forge and a car­
pentry shop which specialized in 
the manufacturing of caskets. 
There is a good possibility some 
of the caskets found in the ar­
chaeological investigation of Elko 
Cemetery were made by Mr. 
Burns.

The Horton School, located 
in Pond Beat, like the Silver Hills 
School, was funded Jointly by the 
Rosenwald Fund, the State and 
the Community. In the early days 
of Pond Beat there was a large 
southern mansion and planta­
tion near the Tennessee River. 
The building was demolished in 
1982. The land became part of 
the Redstone Arsenal. The house 
had been occupied at times by 
the Childress family and the 
Jones family.

The government moved rap­
idly in its efforts to acquire the 
lands of Mullin’s Flat and Pond 
Beat.

The Quartermaster General 
filed a petition on July 23rd, 
1941 for the seizure of the lands.

The U.S. District Court of 
Northern Alabama entered an 
order granting possession of the 
lands to the Government as of 
noon July 24th, 1941.

The Federal Land Bank’ of 
New Orleans, acting as a consult­
ant to the Government made an 
appraisal of each tract.

Most of the land owners ac­
cepted the evaluation. A few own­
ers went to court to protest the 
Government evaluation and of­

fer.
The Government permitted 

the land owners to remain in 

possession of their property un­
til crops were harvested.

The Churches in the two 
communities merged and 
formed the Center Grove United 
Church. When their congrega­
tions were forced to move the 
original church was dismantled 
and moved to the corner of Jor­
dan Land and Mastin Lake Road 
in Huntsville.

Many of the old residents of 
the two communities believed 
the large black ownership (about 
80%) of the land was influential 
in the area being chosen for the 
arsenal. When the Government 
decided to build the arsenal, the 
property owners had no choice, 
but to sell. As one old resident 
said, “They set the price and we 
had to accept it.”

But, the coming of the arse­
nal was a Godsend for many of 
the tenant farmers and their 
families, even members of the 
land owners families benefited.
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Many of the residents of these 
communities got good paying 
jobs working for the Army and 
the Army contractors, and many 
of these displaced people were 
able to buy homes which with­
out the Arsenal takeover they 
would never have been able to 
do.

The Lord does work in 
mysterious ways. What appeared 
to be a disaster for many of the 
families of Mullin’s Flat and Pond 
Beat, became truly a blessing.

No More
from 1890 Huntsville paper
Mary Herben and Mabie 

Brown, daughters of prominent 
residents of Pleasantville, fought 
a prizefight in a 16 foot ring 
pitched in an old barn on the 
outskirts of that town at three 
o’clock Sunday morning.

The cause of the fight was 
rivalry for the attentions of a 
young man named George Wood­
ward. Thirty-eight rounds were 
fought, in which both girls were 
severely punished, but neither 
had the advantage, and the con­
test was declared a draw.

The combatants were 
stripped to the waist, and every 
part of their bodies exposed to 
view bore the traces of punish­
ment. The referee, seconds and 
spectators were all females, 
friends of the principals.

Woodward has since de­
clared that he will have nothing 
to do with either of the girls.

Queen Size
Orthopedic Mattress still in 
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She Got Even
Unlike other Mata Haris of the Civil War era, Confederate

spy Nancy Hart wasn’t any cross-dresser. But that label certainly 
applied to the unfortunate Union man who held her hostage in 
1861, threatening from time to time to let his troops have their 
way with her. __________________________

Though Hart managed to es­
cape unscathed, she never forgot 
her tormentor’s face. The next time 
she met up with the miserable oaf, 
she tethered him to her horse, 
forced him to don one of her 
gowns, and paraded the corseted 
captive around town for hours.
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Dilworth 
Lumber 
Company

by Penn Dilworth

It’s not quite shrouded in the mists 
of time, but no one has been able to 
determine the actual date the Dilworth 
family entered into the lumber busi­
ness in Huntsville. Somewhere be­
tween 1885 and 1890, J. D. Dilworth 
was a building contractor using his 
own lumber yard as a source of sup­
ply. That business, called J. D. 
Dilworth and Son, was no great suc­
cess, but several families were able to 
sustain through troubled financial 
times at the end of Reconstruction.

An 1898 invoice from J. D. 
Dilworth and Son to D. D. Shelby 
priced 2x4xl2’sat$1.20-for 10! Two- 
by-fours sixteen feet long were 15 
cents each and a “small coal shed” cost 
$14.95 for the lumber! Today, sales tax 
for this purchase would be more than 
that total bill.

The “son” of the business, W. P. 
Dilworth, must have felt hampered 
under the close proprietorship of his 
father, and purchased the Huntsville 
Lumber Company (renamed Hunts­
ville Manufacturing and Land Com­
pany). This business was located at 
Church Street and the Southern Rail 
Crossing, the present site of Dilworth 
Lumber Company. Upon the death of 
J. D. Dilworth the two businesses were 
combined.

Soon after the purchase of the 
Church Street business, the coal trad­
ing division was discontinued. A 1916 
newspaper article noted that “...too 
many kinds of broth spoil the cook so 
he (W. P. Dilworth) decided to devote 
his entire time and attention to the 
manufacturing for and supplying of the 
retail trade in everything that goes into 
the building of homes.”

This news report went on to de­
tail, “the number of horse teams (in­
creasing from one in 1907 to three in 
1916), proximity to the rail line that 
enabled them to handle carload lots of 
lumber and supplies with ease and dis­
patch,” and further noting that a sup­
ply of new asphalt shingles was avail­
able since the “... recent city ordinance 
provides against the use of wooden 
shingles in the city of Huntsville. Mr. 
Dilworth states that while the dealer 
makes money selling the composition 
roofing, both the city and the builder 
are better off for having passed that
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ordinance.”
1916 was the year a new lumber 

planing mill was installed. The busi­
ness carried a stock of “... rough and 
dressed lumber in a full and complete 
line, sash, doors, mill work lime, ce­
ment, paints, oils, brick, builders’ hard­
ware, shingles and composition roof­
ing.” 75 years later, only brick and oils 
had been discontinued.

This was also the year that L. A. 
Sublett built a house in Brownsboro. 
His 2x4x 16’s were up to 18 cents each. 
The bill for this two story house was 
$890.15 for lumber, brick windows (at

Tommy Wakefield
Cell-755-1564
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$1.85 each), doors $2.25 each, door 
locks for fifty cents and all other ma­
terials. Dilworth, Sr. wrote at the bot­
tom of the bill, “..Will guarantee you 
all to be satisfactory in every way.”

The Huntsville Daily Times re­
ported in 1925 that the firm had 
adopted the name of Dilworth Lum­
ber Company in 1923. News traveled 
slow at that time.

Economic problems were preva­
lent everywhere in the thirties. W. P. 
Dilworth would often speak of the high 
volume of barter in those days. It was 
also common to extend credit on the 
basis of personality, as it was sure that 
an honest man would pay his debts as 
soon as possible. After the funeral of 
W. P. Dilworth Jr., Mr. Theodore Wil­
son related that money had been loaned 
for his home when “..the banks 
wouldn’t talk to a Black man. All we 
had was our word, and that’s how our 
house was built.” Times were hard and 
people pulled together.”

Prosperity began to return with the 
military buildup of World War II. Sup­
plies were diverted to military uses, but 
with the expansion of Huntsville Ar­
senal the business grew. Founding of 
the Army’s missile program headquar­
ters at Redstone Arsenal and the in­
flux of new residents made Huntsville 
into a ‘boom town.” James F. Smith 
began a thirty-year career as salesman 
in 1948, and W. P. Dilworth, III re­
turned home from military service in 
1955 to work in the family firm.

Beginning in 1951 taxes were 
added to your bill at the end of each 
month. Mrs. C. E. (Mollie) Hutchens’ 
statement of that same year showed 
that a 2x4x16 foot pine was selling for 
a little over a dollar each. Windows 
were up to $9 each'.

New building materials suppliers 
opened to sell to the suburbs spring­
ing up in between cotton fields. Wil­
son Lumber and Huntsville Roofing 
opened their doors with the boom. In 
the 1960s, the boom continued. 
Dilworth Lumber built a new ware­
house and office and the old house 
which had served for so long was torn 

down.
W.P. Dilworth, Sr. died in 1964. 

He had been a very active citizen in 
many organizations in Huntsville. 
Dilworth Lumber remained, under the 
ownership of W. P. Dilworth, Jr. and 
his sister, Mrs. Virginia D. Henry.

This era saw some of the “old” 
names in lumber disappear. Van 
Valkenburgh, Gunn, Geron, Bartee - 
all left in the sixties and seventies. New 
chain lumber yards opened up in 
Huntsville and brought the mass mer­
chandise concept with them. Slowly, 
Dilworth changed from commodity 
lines to products of higher quality. 
They now concentrated on the very 
best lines of lumber, pine and a large 
selection of hardwoods. Decorator 
hardware and paint brands were added. 
This opened whole new areas of sales 
and customers. In 1987 industrial and 
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contractor sales were expanded. Dur­
ing the following year W. P. Dilworth, 
Jr. passed away. He was very proud of 
his good health and worked a full day 
on the day he died. He was fascinated 
by the 1-65 construction, and had al­
ways hoped that he would live to see 
its completion.

Editors note: With the opening of 
chain stores such as Home Depot and 
Handy City many small businesses 
found it impossible to compete. In 
1998, after over a hundred years in 
business, Dilworth Lumber Co. closed 
its doors.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing­
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer 
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be 
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 lb. bar­
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same 
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family, 
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

- 539-5777

US.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St




