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The
Crusade

At first, he managed to gain
access to the mills themselves,
taking pictures of children so
small they had to stand on the
spinning machines to do their
work. Hine would tell the
supervisors he wanted to
photograph the mills them-
selves. Fumbling around with
the camera and equipment he
would deliberately waste time
until the supervisor would
grow bored and wander off.
Hine would then begin photo-
graphing the children.
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The
Crusade

by Jon Jackson

They say pictures don't lie.
Lewis Hine, the crusading social
photographer of the early 20th
century, built his career on this
assumption. Around the nation
and in Huntsville he took pic-
tures of children working in the
fields, mines, and factories of a
nation caught in the gears of in-
dustrialization. These children
look at you from the depths of
time as if to say, ‘l was here, re-
member me.’ In black and white,
in tattered clothes, in a child-
hood cut short by work in the
Huntsville cotton mills, they lived
lives now forgotten. At the dawn
of the twentieth century Lewis
Hine waged his crusade to take
children out of the workplace
and give them a childhood. In the
end, he failed. But it was a glori-
ous failure.

Lewis Hine was born in 1874
to Douglas Hull and Sara Hayes
Hine of Oshkosh Wisconsin. He
grew up in the relative privilege
of a white middle class upbring-
ing. His parents owned a small
restaurant in downtown
Oshkosh and Lewis attended
school, graduating in 1892.
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In 1892, Lewis father died
and the family fell upon hard
times. Lewis took a job in a lo-
cal upholstery factory for four
dollars aweek. The 13-hour days
and six-day weeks gave him a
taste of how the other half lived.
He later said, “For seven years |
lived behind the scenes in the life
of the worker, gaining an under-
standing that increased through
the years.” After the upholstery
factory closed he took a variety
ofjobs around the Oshkosh area.
He also began studying sculpture
and drawing at this time, taking
correspondence courses and at-
tending the normal school (a
school set up to train future
school teachers) in Oshkosh.

The ideas of art, especially
those of the composition and
arrangement of his subjects,
would have a great effect on his
photography. Hine used a flve-by-
seven box camera with a bulb-
operated shutter and a magne-
sium flash. Unlike modern pho-
tographers with faster, lighter
cameras, which can be used to
capture a subject in motion, Hine
had to set up his camera and
pose his subjects. Photographers
compose so as to have a specific
effect on a viewer. At the time the
rules of photographic composi-
tion said a subject should look
away from the camerato give the
illusion of being caught un-
awares. In contrast Hine had his
subject look directly into the
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camera. This gave the viewer in-
timacy with and sympathy for the
subject.

In 1900 Hine enrolled in the
University of Chicago though he
only stayed there ayear. In 1901
he followed his friend and men-
tor Frank A. Manny to New York
when Manny was appointed su-
perintendent of the Ethical Cul-
tural School in New York. Hine
took a position teaching at the
school. There he began develop-
ing his love for photography. At
first he took pictures of the
school clubs but, on a school
field trip to Ellis Island, he saw
the immigrants. At the beginning
of the twentieth century immi-
grants, mostly from Eastern Eu-
rope, flooded the shores of
America. Often seen as dirty, un-
educated vermin who brought
with them huge social problems
America did not need, many in
America looked down on them.
Hine saw something in them
most, including his students, did
not. Using his camera he re-
turned again and again to cap-
ture portraits of a people teem-
ing to America’s shores to breath
the air of freedom. Going up to
people who often did not speak
English he communicated his
desire to take their picture. In the
crowded conditions of Ellis Is-
land he would set up his tripod
and camera. Without a common
language he would communicate

Dehaan Gates

the pose he wanted them to hold.
Using hand ignited magnesium
flash powder he would take the
portrait of the immigrant and, in
the ensuing smoke and confu-
sion, disappear into the crowd.
Again and again in these pictures
one sees what would later
become a major theme of Hine’s
work: The inherit dignity of his
subjects. Again and again the
nameless people who look out
from their portraits are shown
not as sub-humans coming to
America to commit crimes and
live off the dole, but as people
whose only crime is wanting
freedom and opportunity. Their
crime is hope.

In 1907, with a growing fam-
ily to support, Hine began work-
ing for the National Child Labor
Committee. Over the next ten
years he logged hundreds of
thousands of miles crisscrossing
the nation, photographing chil-
dren working in the industries
of America. Much of his work
was done in Huntsville where he
captured the images of the young
children working in the mills. At
Dallas, Lowe, Merrimack, and
Lincoln he saw children going in
and out of the mills. Many of
them were underage, some as
young as seven, their parents
having lied on the affidavits they
were required to sign attesting to
the age of the child. Often the
family needed the money and,
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not having any education them-
selves, they did not want their
children “wasting” their time go-
ing to school.

In the Huntsville cotton mills
children were often hired as
‘doffers’, ‘'spinners’, and ‘sweep-
ers’. Doffers went around the mill
replacing the whirling bobbins as
they filled with thread. Spinners
kept an eye on the bobbins and
when a thread broke they tied the
ends together. Sweepers kept the
floors clean so the other work-
ers could do their jobs more effi-
ciently. The mill owners valued
the small workers whose deft fin-
gers meant they could do the
work quickly and thus maximize
the money the mill owners spent.
And, because they were children,
the owners did not have to pay
them as much as an adult.

At the time machinery often
lacked even basic safety features.
Moving parts were often exposed
and it was easy to get a limb
caught and mangled. Once, while
Hine was at a factory he reported,
‘A twelve year old doffer boy fell
into a spinning machine and the
unprotected gearing tore out two
of his fingers. ‘We don't have any
accidents in this mill,” the over-
seer told me. ‘Once in a while a
finger is mashed or a foot, but it
don’t amount to anything.”

At first Hine managed to gain
access to the mills themselves,
taking pictures of children so
small they had to stand on the
spinning machines to do their
work. He would tell the supervi-
sors he wanted to photograph the

mills themselves. Fumbling
around with the camera and
equipment he would deliberately
waste time until the supervisor
would grow bored and wander
off. Hine then set about on his
real task of photographing the
children. Later the pictures
would end up in newspapers and
in displays the National Child
Labor Committee set up around
the country to raise awareness
of child labor. When the mill
owners caught on they barred
him from the mills and in-
structed the supervisors to run
him off when they caught him
around. Hine then began hang-
ing around outside the mills, tak-
ing pictures ofthe children com-
ing and going to work.

The cotton mills began to put
pressure on Hine, hoping to run
him out of town. Other Hunts-
ville businesses, beholden to the
cotton mills, refused to sell any-
thing to him. He was refused
admittance to businesses and
had to order his film from out of
town. At one point he was forced
to sleep in his car when a local
hotel refused to rent him a room.

But taking pictures was only
half the battle. It still remained
to convince the nation that these
invisible children who made the
conveniences that they brought
were people. Hine had to give his
vision to others. On breaks from
his schedule of shooting at the
factories he would go around the
nation lecturing about what he
saw in the factories, mines, and
streets of the nation where chil-
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dren labored. He told of the bru-
tal 13-hour days of backbreak-
ing labor to groups of affluent,
middle class whites. He told how
children, too young to protest,
were enslaved by corporate
greed. In one instance he came
to Huntsville on his lecture tour,
he had to change the captions on
some of the pictures to avoid
being run out of town.

The wealthy cotton mill own-
ers began a campaign to dis-
credit Hine and his photographs.
Powerful lobbyists in Washington
labeled him a Communist and
assertions were made that his
photographs were staged. One
lobbyistwent so far as to say that
the children portrayed in the pic-
tures were actually dwarfs.

Despite the criticism leveled
at him Hine refused to defend
himself, choosing instead to let
the photographs speak for them-
selves. President Wilson, after
viewing the photographs, was
said to have been “shocked to his
inner core.” The stark black and
white photos of young children
enslaved to corporate greed cre-
ated a national controversy and
people began pressing for
reform.

In 1916 and again in 1918
Congress passed child labor re-
form laws but the Supreme Court
struck them down. In 1924 Con-
gress attempted to pass a Con-
stitutional Amendment that
would authorize a national child
labor law. At each of the hearings
Hine's photographs of children
working in the Huntsville cotton
mills were exhibited.

Groups opposed to any in-
crease in federal law in areas re-
lating to children lobbied against
the amendment and within ten
years the measure died. Only
during the Great Depression of
the 1930's did child labor finally
begin dying. But not because of
activism or laws: In this period
of high unemployment men com-
peted even for the lowest paying
jobs formerly held by children.
At the same time labor unions
began to agitate for change. But
the most powerful reason for
change was the growing need by
industry for more skilled work-
ers. School became, not an op-
tion, but a necessity to get a job.
Itwas not until 1938, when Presi-
dent Roosevelt signed the Fair
Labor Standards Act, that severe
restrictions were placed on child
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labor. Amended in 1949 the law
finally put teeth in the regulation
of child labor. Yet even today, in
dark out-of-the-way corners,
child labor continues.
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voted to reduce his salary from
$275 to $200 a month, Hine and
the National Child Labor Com-
mittee parted ways. In 1918 Hine
went to Europe with the Red
Cross to photograph the after-
math of World War |. There he
saw the ultimate horror of the
industrial age: The aftermath of
a war that had ground a genera-
tion of men into hamburger.
When he returned to America
he felt ready to take on new chal-
lenges. “I thought | had done my
share of negative documenta-
tion,” he later recalled, “Now |
wanted to do something posi-
tive.” During the 1920’s he
worked on a series of portraits
he called his ‘Work Portraits.
With titles such as ‘Freight
Brakeman’, ‘The Engineer’, ‘Me-
chanic’, and ‘The Printer his
work of this period showed the
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Furniture,

dignity and satisfaction people
could get from labor. “Cities do
not build themselves,” he said,
“machines cannot make ma-
chines, unless back of them all
are the brains and toil of men.”
In 1930 he became the offi-
cial photographer during the
construction of the Empire State
Building. The high point of his
career, this body ofwork showed
more than any other Hine's love
for the workers of America.
Whereas before he had shown
the dark and shameful under-
belly of industry, he now showed
the glories that the American
worker could accomplish. Lug-
ging his heavy equipment hun-
dreds of feet into the air, he docu-
mented workers as they thrust a
tower of steel, stone, and glass a
quarter of a mile into the sky.
The remainder of the 1930’s
was not kind to Hine. With the
coming of Roosevelt's adminis-
tration and the New Deal legisla-
tion the nation needed photog-
raphers to document the Depres-
sion and what Roosevelt was
doing about it. Most of the new
generation of editors felt Hine
was past his prime and too
tempermental. He could not get
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not long after he started because
of artistic differences. By the
middle of the 30's he was broke
and had to sell his house. In
1940 Lewis Hine died, destitute
and discouraged.

If you are tempted to think
of Hine's life as wasted, do not.
His art, though it did not accom-
plish what he intended, did what
true art always does: It showed
the beauty of creation in spite of
the ugliness of the world. A ma-
chine cannot see a person. In
many ways a person cannot see
another person.

How many times have you en-
countered an invisible person?
It may be a waiter who brings
your food at a restaurant. You're
talking with friends, the waiter
brings your food, you say thanks
or perhaps nothing, the waiter
leaves, and disappears from
your perception. Who really
thinks, “Did he have a good
day?” “What are his prospects for
a bright future?” And a hundred
other questions about his life. Do
we ever think about the person
who made our car or built our
house, not to mention the per-
son who grew our food or made
our clothes?

SPRY FUNERAL
AND CREMATORY
HOMES INC.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery
open with 100 acres reserved for
future development.

(256) 534-8361

These people are the invisible
people that make our lives pos-
sible.

The genius of Lewis Hine
wasn'’t in the composition of his
pictures or in his decision to use
the camera. The genius of Lewis
Hine was his ability to see the
invisible person and show that
person to us, very clearly.

His pictures helped change a
nation but in Huntsville, home
of the cotton mills he photo-
graphed, he had been
conveniently forgotten...until
Now.

“Reverse every natural
instinct and do the opposite
of what you are inclined to

do, and you will probably
come very close to having a
perfect golf swing.”

Ben Hogan
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A New
T heater

from 1914 newspaper

Walter L. Humphrey has
taken a lease on the store room
in the Struve Building on Wash-
ington Street formerly occupied
by S.0. Holmes furniture store,
and will establish there a first
class amusement to be known as
the “Theatre.” The interior of the
room will be put in thorough re-
pair and the latest and most im-
proved outfit for amusements of
this class will be provided. A
stage will be erected to be used
by vaudeville performers who
will be brought here for regular
dates and opera chairs will be
raised, so that a clear view of the
stage can be had, will be pro-
vided The seating capacity ofthe
auditorium will be 100. A pic-
ture machine will show the lat-
est in the moving picture line.
Picture slot machines will be in-
stalled as well as other devices
for the amusement of the pub-
lic. Many novelties will be pro-
vided that have never been seen

Pearson's
Flooring

for quality
Sanding & Refinishing
Fire and Water Restoration

in Huntsville before.

The interior of the Theatre
will be fixed up in grotto style and
brilliant lights on the front and
interior will make it a pleasant
place to spend an hour. The es-
tablishment will be ready for
opening by the first day of Feb-
ruary. It is expected to be the
premier entertainment palace for
North Alabama.
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least 4" of cold water, place the
egg in it. If it is very fresh it will
lie on its side on the bottom:; if it
stands on one end but still at the
bottom, still usable; if it floats -
throw it away!
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Back From The Dead

from 1907 Huntsville newspaper

Harvey Longtree, a farmer of this county, and his
wife Mollie Longtree were arrested yesterday and
brought to Huntsville, the former on a charge of liv-
ing in adultery and the latter on a charge of bigamy.

Warrants for the arrest of the couple were sworn
out by John Hines who claims to be the first and
present husband of the woman. Hines claims that
the woman had a suit for divorce pending in the chan-
cery court and that although a decree of divorce has
never been rendered, his wife married Longtree and
has since lived with him.

Harvey Longtree is seventy-three and his wife is
sixty-five. Between them they have a total of eleven
children with the oldest being fifty-four.

The confusion is supposed to have begun when
Hines traveled to Texas in search of a new home-
stead. When he did not return after several years
his wife filed for divorce but was advised there was
no need of it as Hines was most likely dead. She is
reported to have erected a tombstone in his memory
at a local cemetery.

Longtree then paid court to the supposed widow
and a short time later they were married.

The defendants were arrested by Deputy Con-
stable Ferguson. They were arraigned before Justice
Vaught who fixed their bonds at $250 in the case of
Longtree and $1,000 in the woman'’s case.
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Aunt Virgie’s
Beauty Shop

by Rob Zimmerman

During one of my many sum-
mer visits to Huntsville, Uncle
Jack and | had gone to Aunt
Virgie’s beauty shop, Virgie &
Virginia’s (they did all of
Huntsville’s blue hair) at the cor-
ner of Madison Street & Lowe
Avenue (then a dead end), to
clean up so Aunt Virgie could
come home early. While Uncle
Jack and | were inside doing our
chores, someone stole his golf
clubs from the trunk of Smokey
(aVolkswagon in which the trunk
was in the front). Uncle Jack
decided we should ride around
downtown Huntsville to see ifwe
might spot someone with his
clubs.

When we got to the old
Dunnavants Building, there a
man was on the sidewalk with
Uncle Jack’s clubs (every golfer
knows his own clubs by sight).
At the same time, a Huntsville
police patrol car pulled up be-
hind us. Uncle Jack and | got out
and Uncle Jack explained the
situation to the officer. We walked
up to the person along side the
officer.

The officer asked this rather
seedy looking fellow “Been play-
ing golflong?”. The man replied,
“yeah, for some time now”. The
officer asked him what his
handicap was and the man re-
plied, “Oh, my left leg hurts a
little sometimes!”

Uncle Jack got his clubs back
right there on the spot and the
officer let the man go, telling him
not to come near the beauty shop
ever again. Uncle Jack must have
had some political pull back
then. He was friends with the
Mayor, the Sheriff and was on
Dr. Von Braun's staff at NASA.
He even got a small roadway
named for me, Robin Lane, just

off the corner of Drake Avenue
and Whitesburg Drive. It was
common for new roadways to be
named after family members of
affluent Huntsville people even
before then. Some examples U
are White Street, Monroe Street,
Russell Street, Lowry and Beirne
Avenues and so on and on. Robin
Lane started out in 35801 but is
now in 35802. Huntsville, like
other towns and cities, at one
time had no zip codes. Then one,
then two and so on. Now there
are countless zip codes with the
plus zip four extensions that take
you right down to the very house
you live in.

My Grandmother used to tell I
me when she and PaPa lived on
Sivley Road. It was way out in
the county then. Now it crosses
Drake Avenue just below
Whitesburg. And, Redstone Ar-
senal, where my Grandfather

Alabama

Coin & Silver co.
BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

WA

256.519.6898

Parties, Weddings, Special Events
By appointment only

RON COOPER
mark Kimbrough

2318 Pansy St
Huntsville, al 35801

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner

Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

[FREE 9
TERRYfc "~ PIZZA
0

(Same or.lower toppings)
With Purchase of 16* Pizza
Two or more toppings

1 /0 I DELIVERY « CARRY-OUT = DINE IN

Not VaiM With nydDﬁr CoupM Or Spci't
ont coupon U UIMOL®

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon., Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

cuser FREEL . @871-5087  536-3380  539-3467

= DELIVERY) 9034 Parkway 3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial
Haysland Square  Across from Post Office' Pkwy NW

"Home ofthe Chicago Style Pizza"



was a civilian guard, was a thirty
minute ride from the house. My
Grandfather had made a career
change from being the operator
of Falls Mill in Salem, Tn. when
they moved to Huntsville. She
also told me in my youth how no
one would drive out to “The Mall”
(Now known as “The Fountain”)
to shop because it was Just too
far out.

Don’t you know that if she
was alive now, she would really
be flipping out! She saw every-
thing from horse and buggies to
men landing on the moon.

Now, | can’t tell you about
Uncle Jack and not tell you about
Aunt Virgie. During one of my
summer trips to Huntsville, |
wanted her to streak my hair
(that was the new In thing).
After getting Mother's permis-
sion, Aunt Virgie set me down in
her chair at the shop, put a rub-
ber skull cap on, pulled hair
through it with some sort of
hooky type instrument, bleached
it and put me under the drier.

As | had alluded to earlier,
Aunt Virgie was a very good-

Writers

Send us your stories to be pub-
lished in Old Huntsville. Stories
must be about Huntsville and have
factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

HOM

hearted person. She (for years)
had let this man who was a deaf/
mute come into the shop a time
or two a week. He would walk
around showing people a little
card that read “Please help me
with your spare change, I'm a
deaf/mute”. The little old blue
hairs would dig into their purses
and fork over the coins and
sometimes even dollars. As the
man worked his way around the
shop he finally got to me. He
flashed his card at me. When |
stood up to get him money out
of my pocket, he took one look
at my hair, jumped back and
said “Holy Moses!”.

Needless to say, Aunt Virgie
never let him back in the shop
again.

In Hollywood, a marriage is
a success if it outlasts
milk.
Rita Rudner

3,144 white males over
21 years of age.

3,218 white males under
21 years of age.

1,606 white females over
21 years of age.

3,134 white females un-
der 21 years of age.

9,255 slaves

54 free persons of color.

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PYMT.
$100,000.00 $408.24
$200,000.00 $816.48
$300,000.00 $1224.72
Rates effective 07/27/03 based on 1 year arm 8 subject to change.
L awN 239°0555

ASSOCIAI

Amsouth Center
200 Clinton Ave, Suite 509

www.lawhornmortgagecompany.com
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Stanlieo’'s

Sub Villa

Phone in your order and it will be
ready at our Call-In window.
(usually 15 minutes)

Over 31 different Subs to
choose from!
Two convenient locations to serve you.
607 Jordan Lane 837-7220
602 Governors Drive536-6585

Open 7 Days Weekly

Monday-Friday 9:00am-10:00pm
Saturday 10:00am- 10:00pm
Sunday 11:00am-9;00pm

Lumpkin Stained Glass

Custom Designs
Repairs & Supplies
Free Estimates


http://www.lawhornmortgagecompany.com
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Visiting Wrong
Room Lands
Couple in Jall

from 1907 Huntsville paper

A domestic incident of more
than usual seriousness was dis-
closed in the police court this
morning when Tom Pirtle and
his wife, and W H. Cape, all from
the country, were arraigned be-
fore Mayor ProTerm Young on
charges of drunk and disorderly
conduct. The story told in court
was to the effect that the trio of
defendants were boarding at a
house on Washington Street and
that Pirtle appeared in his wife’s
room last night in an intoxicated
condition. His wife claims that
she was afraid of him and that
she sought protection by going
into the room of Cape, their
mutual friend. Anyhow, her hus-
band claims she was in the
friend’s room when he recovered
consciousness, so he seized a
pistol and chased the couple out
into the street in their slumber-
ing robes. In this condition the
police found them and arrested
the whole bunch. Cape and the
woman were fined ten dollars
each while Pirtle was fined five
dollars. The fines were all paid
by Cape.

After their release from cus-
tody, Pirtle is said to have threat-
ened the life of Cape and the lat-
ter had him arrested on peace

proceedings. Pirtle was unable to
make a peace bond and was sent
to jail. Cape believes the scheme
was made up by Pirtle and his
wife for the purpose of robbing
him and he says he intends to
make it very hot for the couple.

Did you know that babies
are born without kneecaps?
They don’t appear until the

child reaches between
2 and 6 years of age.

Some days it
just doesn'’t pay ...

In Atlanta, Georgia a
passing motorist pulled an
injured man from a wrecked
car and carefully laid him
down in the grass along the
side of the road. The injured
man is now suing the good
Samaritan, saying he got a bad
case of poison ivy and has
been unable to work.

Free Attorney Consultation for Ban kru ptcy

MITCHELL HOWIE
& RUSSELL

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

The Best Motor Home/RV Storage
You'll Find Anywhere!

Now Open!

Call (256) 851-1801
40’ Covered bays with electi

', mini-storage,

septic, air, water, Vac, car-dolly storage. One fee.
COURTESY STORAGE 110340 WALL TRIANA Hwy 1 TONEY, AL

Honor System Retail Store « Trip prep svc
(inc shopping!) « Trip return svc, clean-up (& laundry)

Protect your
investment!

eTej >

"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"

ngs$~*"All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM

Special lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Bays A Week

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
BANQUET FACILITIES

1008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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These three
independent restaurants
are creative and
It's their tradition
In Huntsville to
serve really good food
at reasonable prices
and In a friendly
and relaxed atmosphere.

It's European!

964 Airport Rd. - next door to Luciano

uciano

a fine italian restaurant Serving hearty German fare

in Huntsville Since 1972.

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At
Reasonable Prices.

Sunken Garden room seats up to 45 for

Private parties - call now to reserve

964 Airport Road
885-0505
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Heard On
The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Lori
Walters for guessing the Picture
of the Month - that was one of
the sweetest baby pictures we've
run in a while and it was Benny
Little, of A. G. Edwards & Sons.

Carolyn Tidmore, of Sand-
ers Cleaners, sure is proud of her
two children - her son Matt is
27 and her daughter Marci is 32.
Marci’s two are Kyle and Alysa.
Carolyn, you sure don't look old
enough to be a grandmal!

Huntsville High held their
30th reunion of the class of ‘74
recently, and many attended.
One we recognized was Sheila
Brooks, who was looking good!

After a tough battle with can-
cer, Mary Gene Reid, wife of Joe
Reid of Reid’s Hardware, died in
June. Joe and Gene used to have
breakfast with Aunt Eunice ev-
ery week, and Gene always had
a big smile for everyone.

We see more and more signs
for the mayor’'s campaign
popping up. Those red and white
signs of Parker Griffith are hard
to miss - it looks like he is
getting more and more support-
ers as time goes on.

Loretta’s been low-keyed so
far, but watch out - she can run

a powerful campaign once she
gets going!

We've also started seeing
signs for Jackie Reed and Mary
Jane Caylor. It'll be an exciting
election for sure.

After nearly 8 years at Propst
in the Post Office, Donna Lacy
is retiring. No matter how many
people were in line, Donna was
always calm, cool and organized.
She said she’s Just going to stay
at home for awhile and catch up
on those things she’s neglected.

We saw our buddy, Jeff
Enfinger, recently. He's real ex-
cited about his new development
out toward Hampton Cove. Jeff
is such a nice guy!

We were so sorry to learn
about the death of Sarah
Binford Moorman Shaver who
died the end of May. She was a
wonderful lady who was loved by
so many people in this area. She
had two sons, John Shaver of
Shaver’s books, and Charles E.
Shaver, Jr.

Samuel William Watson
McKinney is a mighty big name
for a little baby boy who was born

Adams Alley * Clift's Cove * Heritage Plantation

Heritage Provence ¢ Heritage Station ¢ King’s Ridge
Walker’s Hill ® Mr. Carmel by the River * The Bridges

Sandra Steele
President

ENFINGER
DEVELOPMENT
INCOUPOBAreO

ty www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

to Rebekah and John
McKinney on May 18. This is
the first baby for the couple and
Sam Keith is probably the
proudest grandparent around,
along with Buck and Janet
Watson, and Jerry and Esta
McKinney. Congratulations!

Boy, the city council race is
really starting to heat up! Every-
where we go we run across a can-
didate out shaking hands. As
hard as Glenn Watson is work-
ing, his hand must be just about
worn out!

Our good wishes go out to
Jim Winning. He recently had
a stroke but we understand he
is doing much better. Jim is a
member of the Golden K
Kiwanis. We're thinking of you!

Many of you probably re-
member Rita Drake who lived
in Huntsville for years. She re-
cently moved to Birmingham and
just this past weekend married
Dr. Milton Jessig. Dub and
Edna Pierce of Orange Beach,
Fl. attended the gala event and
Dub gave the bride away.

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster shown below
wins a year’s subscription to “Old
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This little boy is now a
sucessful businessman who is
trying to change careers,


http://www.enfingerdevelopment.com

We recently had dinner with
Jim and Mildred Holmes.
Mildred wrote the book, “Poor
Orphan Trash,” that everyone
has been talking about. They are
such a nice couple.

Congratulations to Jim and
Stella Musick who just
celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. We just love
writing about these lovebirds!

50 years in the insurance
business sounds long to most of
us, but it's just work as usual for
Tillman Williams, He’s been
married to his sweetheart Helen
for 59 years.

We heard our dear friend
Cecil Ashburn was seen recently
at 801 Franklin where Louie
Tippett and Leroy Cunningham
sang happy birthday to him.
Marie Hewitt was hosting the
event as well and Cecil said itwas
a great birthday. Bunch of party
animals!

Also there that same night
was Joyce Russell of New York
Life, hosting some out-of-town
managers of NYL.

At the Beta Sigma Phi
convention here recently we met
one ofthe attendees and his wife.
Jerry Shoemaker, a retired
photographer for a large news
syndicate, covered the inaugura-
tion and funeral of Franklin D.
Roosevelt He and his wife Karla
live in Gulf Shores, Al.

Friends tell us that Lynn
Berry is switching jobs. Our bet
is that it will be something
political.

A big hello to Dean, the bar-
tender at Fatso’s Bar and Grill.
That lady has the best laugh and
a huge smile for everyone!

We met Sam Dodsworth, the
new partner of Coppertop Bar
and Grill (used to be Zesto’s).
She and Brenda Rigsby are the
beauty and brains behind the
new establishment.

Happy birthday to Mitch
Howie who recently had a big
birthday blowout at his “Flint
River Farm.” What a beautiful old

country home!

It was good to see Margaret
Ann Duffey and Harold Sand-
ers out at Furniture Factory re-
cently. Margaret’s daughter
LeAnn Lancaster works there
and says Hi to all her friends and
customers!

We hear from Steve Wright,
of Huntsville Utilities, that his
son may be tying the knot soon!
Max Wright is staying mum right
now butwe’'ll know shortly. Steve
was telling us that his G-G-G-
grandparents hid their 17-year
old son in a whiskey barrel to
help him escape the Conscrip-
tion. Interesting info.

A special hello to our Califor-
nia buddy Barbara Fortner who
has recently moved to live with
her daughter in California. Her
Southern daughter is Cheryl
Tribble, of Hewlett-Packard, who
is looking forward to their
annual trek to Huntsville.

Bob Hayden told us an
interesting fact - that Satchel
Paige used to play here at
Optimist Park years ago.

| hope all of you have a won-
derful month and just remember
what a beautiful city we live in!
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Buying or Selling?
Let Bill get it done!

F.N. (Bill) Sefton, CRS
Broker

bsefton@exitrealtyalliance.com

EXIT REALTY ALLIANCE

PRINTING TOR OLD HUHTSVILLi BY

132 Je+plex Lane
Madison, AL 35758
(256) 774-3600

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons &C Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware 8C Plumbing needs


mailto:bsefton@exitrealtyalliance.com
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Ann Coopepgs Pecan Pie

1 stick butter

4 eggs

1 c. sugar

1 c. white corn syrup

1 c. pecans

Pie crust (2-9” or 1 107)

Melt stick of butter and

brown itin a saucepan. Pour into
bowl and mix in sugar and corn
syrup. Beat in eggs one at a time.
Add the pecans and mix well.
Pour into prepared pie crust(s)
and bake at 325 degrees for 45
minutes. Makes two 9" pies or
one 10" deep dish pie. Easy!!

Nell s Mother s Fried
Green Tomatoes
3-4 green tomatoes

1/2 c. corn meal
1/4 c. flour

NIGHT!

new North Parkway store
(Hwy. 72 east & N. Pkwy.)

852-9882

ith Familt] Recipes

1/4 c. oil
salt and pepper
Wash green tomatoes and
slice them in about 1/4 inch
rounds. Mix corn meal and flour
with salt and pepper to taste. Put
corn meal in a shallow bowl.
Coat each slice oftomato on both
sides with mixture and place in
skillet containing hot oil. Fry on
med-high heat. Cook til coating
is medium brown on both sides.

Nell s Mother s Cooked

Spinach

1 sml. can spinach, chopped

3 eggs

1 T. bacon drippings

1/2 c. water

Place spinach in skillet -

don’'t drain. Add water, bacon
drippings and salt/pepper to
taste. Cook til spinach is tender.
All the water should be cooked

off. Beat eggs and scramble in
skillet with spinach until dry.

For a healthier version, sub-
stitute olive oil for the bacon
drippings.

Also, Poke Sallet, when in
season, can be substituted for
spinach. Be sure to wash well
and NEVER cook poke sallet
once the berries have come on
the bush - then it's poisonous.

Fried Chicken

1 large fryer, cut up

1 c. flour

1 egg beaten

Salt and pepper

Cooking oil

Mix flour with salt and pep-
per to taste. Coat chicken on
both sides with flour. Dredge
chicken through beaten egg and
coat again on both sides with
flour. Cook in hot oil (Mother
used lard) on high heat until

Every Monday night
Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats
free from our new Kid's menu
with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY, SW 881-485!

Dine in or carry out G out famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-084!

Dine in or drive thru 6 our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS 8 HAMPTONS



brown on both sides. Reduce
cooking temperature to medium-
low and place lid on skillet. Cook

til done. Mother tested with a
fork for doneness.
Nell

Mushroom Pie

4 T. butter

2 hard boiled eggs

1 t. salt

1 Ib. fresh mushrooms

1/2 c. cream

1/4 t. white pepper

1/4 t. garlic powder

Melt butter in saucepan,

add mushrooms, cook gently for
10 minutes, then add sliced eggs
and cream. Pour into baking
dish or casserole, cover top with
pie crust and cook for 10 min-
utes at 375 degrees, until crust
is done.

Jenny Johnson

Sweet Potato Pecan Balls

1 1/2 c. mashed, cooked
sweet potatoes

1/4 c. orange juice

1/2 t. vanilla extract

3 T. sugar

1/2 c. chopped pecans

Mix potaotes, orange juice,

vanilla and sugar. Shape into
balls using about 2 tablespoons
for each. Roll in pecans and
place on greased cookie sheets.
Bake at 350 degrees for 20
minutes.

Stejanie Troup

1 env. gelatin (unflavored)

1/4 c. cold water

3 egg yolks

1/2 c. sugar

1/4 t. salt

1 c. scalded milk

1/2 t. vanilla extract

3 egg whites, beaten stiff

1 ¢. heavy cream, whipped

1 oz. chocolate slivers

1/2 c. pecans, chopped fine

2 pie shells, deep-dish,
thawed

Soften gelatin in cold water,
let it stand. Combine next three
ingredients and slowly add the
scalded milk. Cook in double
boiler til mixture coats back of
spoon, sticking to it.

Add softened gelatin and stir
til dissolved, cool. Add vanilla,
fold in egg whites, whipped
cream and pour all into thawed
crusts. Sprinkle chopped pecans
and slivered chocolate over top
of pies, chill thoroughly.

Gale Nichols

2 c. brown sugar

1 c¢. shortening

2 eggs

1 t. vanilla extract

2 1/2 c. plain flour

1t salt

1 t. soda

Cream sugar, shortening,

eggs and vanilla together. Sift the
dry ingredients together and add

Commercial

Business Cards, Letterheads, Envelopes, Flyers, Labels
Doorhangers, Brochures, NCR Forms, Snapsets

3308 Seventh Avenue, S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

Presentation Folders

Computer Forms & Checks
CUSTOM & SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE:

Continuous & Laser Forms, Checks & Labels

Social & Business

Invitations & Announcements, Napkins, Ribbons

534-4452

fax: 256-534-4456
email: linprint@mindspring.com
web: www.linprint.cceasy.com

Visa Mastercard American Express

Engraving & Foil Stamping, Matchbooks

Graduation & Name Cards

Ad Specialties

Pens, Pencils, Mugs, Caps, Lanyards, Key Tags
Magnets, Rubber Stamps, Political Signs, Buttons

— Too Many Items to List—
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to the creamed mixture. Roll into
4 logs and put in fridge.

Next morning slice thin and
bake on greased cookie sheet for
8-10 minutes at 375 degrees.

Kathy Cotney

The Company You Keep*
www. newyorklife.com

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents.com

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays


mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
http://www.linprint.cceasy.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan
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Memories
of Lincoln

by James Larry Wilburn

The movies were a big part
of growing up in Huntsville. On
Saturday we would either take
the bus into town - or walk - for
a movie. Go in the morning and
stay until dark. Had a lot of
choices - the Lyric, the Grand,
or the Elks downtown. If we
wanted to go a little further, we
went to the Center Theater. For
that dime we got to watch a
double feature, a serial, a car-
toon, and the news. Yeah, before
TV you got your news on the ra-
dio and if you SAW it, it was the
newsreel at the theater. All day

popcorn, drinking your Coke
and having your Tootsie Roll.
The serials were always fun.
What's a serial? It is a short, and
continuing film which you see
each week. And each week it
ends with the hero (or heroine)
in great peril. Of course each fol-
lowing week the hero escaped
and continued to chase the bad
guy. What were some of the seri-
als? Flash Gordon, Westerns
(one | remember especially well
had abad guy called “PEGLEG?),
Clyde Beatty and many others.
The serials and movies were

great. Each kid had his favorite
and for the week between Satur-
days you became your hero. De-
pending upon the game, the hero
changed. This morning you're
Tarzan. This afternoon, Robin
Hood, Tonight, THE SHADOW!
Or Roy Rogers!

Old westerns became even
more fun on TV when you could
watch them with Daddy Young.
As someone was killed, he would
remark, “They’re not really dead,
they’ll be in another movie!” He
could watch westerns, make that
comment, and still believe Wres-
tling was for real!! Go figure!

Not only the movies occupied
you and gave you a thrill - RA-
DIO was there also. Your imagi-
nation was SO very much better
than watching it on screen. Your
imagination made the bad guys,
the creatures, the situation much
more threatening. |
loved radio. | can
still mentally see
Red Skelton doing
Freddy the Free-
loader or the Mean
Widdle Kid. You
could never explain
the thrill of radio to
someone who has
grown up with TV.

Perhaps not so
surprisingly - a lot
of the Lincoln kids
have done okay. Me,
Herbie, and many
others. | think Lin-
coln helped pre-
pare you. The old

Make

VISA

Madison Square 12

DTS AND DOLBY

5905 University Drive
256-830-6831

V.1.P Grooming announces the

Grand Opening of our new

Luxury Pet Hotel

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

881-0664

“We Still

saw of “It takes a village to raise
a child” was never more true
than in Lincoln. | always knew

AN C Voctof

Air Conditioning & Heating Services A

House Calls’

HEAT PUMP
SPECIALISTS

9694 Madison Blvd. Ste. B-2

'EGAL
CINEMAS

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY
3312S. Mem. Parkwy

256883-1101
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Be Prepared for Long-term Care

Financially speaking, planning for your future entails a certain degree of foresight. It's hard to sit
down right now and accurately predict exactly where you'll be in ten years, twenty years, or even further
down the road. And while looking ahead to the joys of travel and relaxation and other benefits that we
typically associate with retirement, it's easy to overlook unexpected events that may occur during that
time - or even sooner.

When you think about building your nest egg, you probably have goals in mind for what you want to
accumulate, and you may even have ideas on how you will spend that money. But long-term care is
probably one of the last things that comes to mind. Unfortunately, more than a few of us will likely be
affected in one way or another by a serious illness or injury that will require some form of long-term
care. The prospect of depleting your hard-earned retirement funds to pay for such care is frightening.
However, if you take the time now to plan ahead, you can be financially prepared should you ever find
yourself facing this type of situation.

Long-term care refers to the assistance you may need as a result of a disability or a prolonged
illness. It usually encompasses a broad range of supportive medical, personal and social services
designed to help people who simply can't meet their basic needs to live independently for an extended
period of time. This type of assistance can be given either in the home, or at a long-term care facility.

Funding for long-term care can be expensive, depending on the length of time and the specifics of
the type of care required. For these reasons, you should be careful to assess a variety of possibilities,
and develop a plan that could cover different situations. Here are three basic ways you can fund long-
term care.

Self Insurance - If you have assets that can easily be converted to cash, you can plan for long-term
care by setting aside a special fund just for that purpose. Investments such as an IRA or an annuity
provide a means for money to accumulate until an illness occurs. The main advantage of insuring
yourself this way is that the money will be available for other purposes if you never need it for long-term
care. On the other hand, the main setback of setting aside your own funds is the possibility of falling
short in your savings, causing you to dip into other funds to pay for long-term care. Also keep in mind,
taking large distributions from an IRA could affect your income taxes. If you take it upon yourself to
establish the funds, make sure you plan carefully so you will have enough if you need it.

Medicare, Medicaid and Health Insurance - Many people believe they can count on their current
health insurance or Medicare or Medicaid to pay for long-term care expenses. Unfortunately, most
health insurance policies do not cover the costs associated with long-term care. While Medicare offers
medical benefits to eligible seniors, its longterm care benefits are very limited. Medicaid, designed for
individuals who do not have the income or assets to pay for long-term care, requires that you first
deplete most of your assets (with limited exemptions) before you can qualify. Relying on any of these
three options could put you in a bad position if you eventually require long-term care.

Long-Term Care Insurance - While providing tax-free benefits, long-term care insurance offers
specific protection against the high costs of extended health care. For a simple monthly premium, you
get a policy that pays a fixed dollar amount for care you can receive in a variety of settings, including
your own home. This specialized insurance can help you avoid spending your assets, and may even
allow you to maintain your lifestyle without suffering from the financial burden of long-term care costs.

However you decide to prepare for your future health care needs, just be aware that you may
eventually need the services of long-term care. Planning accordingly can help you avoid a financial
disaster down the road.

This article was provided by A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Member SIPC.
400 Meridian St. Huntsville Al. 35801 256-534-2180.

Benny Little, Accredited Asset Management Specialist, Branch Manager
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that if | was hungry, | could go
into almost any home there and
say, “I'm hungry,” and be fed. |
could always go to any of the
adults with a problem and get
help. You had dozens of parents.
You knew that if you did some-
thing wrong, the news ofitwould
probably beat you home. You re-
ally didn't get away with much.
Instead ofbeing the "ALL KNOW-
ING,” | thought she was, my
mother had a network of spies
who reported on what we Kkids
were into and the only thing
faster than the speed of light is
the neighborhood grapevine.

| started school at Lincoln
School. It had first grade through
12th grade school. Not only did
| go there, but also my Aunt
Dora, who was a few years ahead
in the same school. My Mother
had even gone to Lincoln! | re-
ally enjoyed it. | still get a warm
feeling every time | drive by the
old school. Had teachers like
Miss Larkin and Miss Eslinger.
Why are all teachers called Miss?
| know many of them were mar-
ried.

Later in my Lincoln school
years | would meet Mrs. Keel, a
sixth grade teacher. Mrs. Keel
was a hard taskmaster. She was
feared and respected. You did
not cross Mrs. Keel. She wielded
a mean paddle and did not hesi-
tate to use it-albeitjustly. Thirty
years later, standing in a bank
line, | felt a sharp knuckle rap

me in the spine and heard the
words “Stand up straight”. With-
out turning around, | snapped
erect and said “Yes, Mrs. Keel.”

One of my favorite memories
of school at Lincoln was some-
thing we called “Chapel”. Almost
every day, the entire studentbody
gathered in the auditorium. The
usual announcements were
made, people were introduced,
and kudos were passed around.
Then we had a mass sing along.
Easter Parade, Little Brown
Church in the Dell, Row Your
Boat, etc, etc, etc. I'm sure there
was a lot of lip-synching going
on but we sure enjoyed it. That
and the music teacher - Mrs.
Graham, | think was her name.
She always led the singing and
did one fine job of it. | didn't es-
pecially like the periodic music
classes but | did enjoy Chapel,
or Assembly, or what ever we
called it.

Lincoln was also where | had
my first cigarette. Two buddies
and | bought a pack of Kools,
climbed upon one of the school
buildings and lit up. We told
each other how good the ciga-
rettes were while we were turn-
ing green. We all got deathly ill,
couldn’t get enough air, and were
falling down dizzy. You would
have thought that would have
kept us away from cigarettes, but
all of us were committed smok-
ers by the time we were 14 or
15. Surprising how stupid you

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1956
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Free Equipment Estimates
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Kelly’s
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(256) 722-4900
Fax 895-0410

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
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* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
Transportation provided to Grocery Store

EQUAL HOUSING
opportunity

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the
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. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)



can be, isn't it? Thirty years or
so later, 1 managed to quit that
habit.

Lincoln school also worked
me a little. One beautiful Spring
| got to spread cow manure for a
week. It beat being in a stuffy
classroom on a beautiful spring
day! About ten of us sixth grade
boys loaded into the back of a
teacher’s pick up and drove to
the local stockyard. We loaded
that truck with manure and took
it back to the schoolyard. There
we unloaded it and spread it.
Load after load. | was covered in
manure. In my hair, in my
clothes, caked around my eyes,
nose, and mouth. Itwas glorious!
And it counted as school days!
Had some green grass out front
that year!

| do have a lot of pleasant
memories of Lincoln. Like lying
in bed on hot summer nights
with the window open for a
breeze, listening to soft murmer
of the voices of the adults sitting
on the front porch relaxing after
corralling the kids and getting
them to bed. Or perhaps lying
in bed with my face next to the

open window listening to the rain
and feeling its soft patter upon
my face, watching the lightening
play across the sky and listen-
ing to the roll of thunder before
falling to sleep. I still enjoy lying
in bed on a summer night with
the wind blowing in the window,
listening to the rain and watch-
ing the lightning.

Every workday we would lis-
ten for the two o’clock whistle to
blow. Shortly thereafter we
would see Mamma Young walk-
ing down the street from the Mill.
Cotton in her hair and a smile
on her face. The town folk may
have called her/us “Lint Heads”,
but to me the sun shining in that
lint made it look like a Halo.
Some times she would have a
large spool of heavy thread. We
called it Kite Cord. A spool big
enough to put your kite almost
out of sight in the sky. Some-
times | close my eyes and see her
coming down the sidewalk. She
was my Angel.

On one of our moves we
moved into a house on
O’Shaunessy. The thing | remem-
ber about this place is that the
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back yard was grown up really
bad. Grass, or should 1 say
weeds at least 4 feet high. Dad
gave us a Sling Blade and put us
to work. We worked our little
butts off swinging that blade, get-
ting the grass down low enough
to run a push mower through it.
| do mean a push mower - the

IFirstB
aptist

NnM Church

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

»X < earthstone Assisted living at Byrd Springs offers affordable, yet

superior senior caret It's what we do bestl Your monthly rent includes

bathing, dressing and grooming assistance, three nutritious meals

daily, activities, housekeeping, transportation, and much more!

At Hearthstone, we offer peace of mind for your loved one.

<7ieartnstone

ASSISTED LIVING

8020 Benaroya Lane SW

near S. Memorial Pkwy, and Byrd Springs
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kind powered by pushing - not a
motor driven mower you push.
Well we did get that back yard
cut. | still remember it, but not
much else.

From my first grade at Lin-
coln, | attended Rison School (I
have since called it Andrew Jack-
son, | guess because it was on
Andy Jackson highway), Attalla
Elementary, West Clinton, Hunts-
ville Jr. High, and Butler. All
those schools and | didn't man-
age to graduate. Strangely, | don't
remember much about Rison,
Attalla or West Clinton. The
main thing | remember about
West Clinton was intentionally
failing a grade to wait for a
friend, Benny Lee, who was one
grade behind. Really smart move
on my part because before school
started the next year, Benny
moved away! So there | was, a
year older than my classmates.
And come to think of it, | haven’t
seen Benny Lee since then. As |
understand it, Benny is dead
Now.

While we were growing up we
had a nice diversion. During the
summer we would often go out
to Aunt Grace’s farm. At least |

When you get to the end of
your rope, tie a knot, hang
on and swing!

Jean Mclintosh

Renaissance
THEATRE

thought it was her farm. Was a
long time before | learned what
a Sharecropper was. We did love
going out there. Got to sleep up-
stairs and on a rainy night that
was a treat. The rain pattering
against that old tin roof could put
me in dreamland in no time. |
think one reason we enjoyed it
so much on the farm is that we
really didn't live there. It wasn't
a way of life for us. We weren’t
expected to do everything our
cousins were. We could do about
as much as we wanted to and no
more. We didn't necessarily have
to get up before dawn to start in
the fields. We could sleep in. |
have sometimes wondered ifour
cousins didn’'t sometimes resent
us. My brother, Buddy, would say
“l ain't gonna sleep with Moody
‘cause he sleeps nekkid!” Didn't
bother me, ‘cause | sleep in the
raw also.

Once | was supposed to chop
cotton. Being a town-boy, | didn't
know a lot about
chopping cotton.
Uncle Ed told me
to chop down
those green
weeds. Well, |
took my hoe and
began, chop
chop, chop, cut
that weed, clear
that row! | was
really doing a
greatjob! At least

Life

at Lincoln Center
Coming in July: “The Complete History of

America - Abridged”. Produced in conjunction with
the “Becoming a Nation” exhibit at the Huntsville
Museum of Art - an irreverant romp through the

history books.

To be held at the Teledyne Terrace in the
Botanical Gardens
Production Dates: July 2, 3, 9 & 10 at 8 pm

July 4 at5 pm

1216 Meridian St. - can 536-3117for
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Protect Your Retirement Assets With
Long Term Care Insurance.
(Includes Home Health Care)

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

Phone
(256) 519-6955

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

2703 University Drive - 534-6000


http://www.renaissancetheatre.net

until I had gone down about half
a hundred mile long row and
Uncle Ed came up somewhat
irked! He asked me what the
heck | thought | was doing. | told
him “Choppin’ cotton.” | cleared
that half a row perfectly. Behind
me there was NOTHING green
standing. Apparently | WAS
“chopping’ Cotton! Yeah, it went
down with the weeds.

| didn’t know what little cot-
ton looked like. It was green and
I was chopping green. Needless
to say, | wasn’t used for any more
chopping. To be perfectly honest,
| didn't really mind.

Uncle Otis (actually a cousin,
a son of Aunt Grace) once let me
try plowing. Turned me loose in
the field with Red and Tuck (a
pair of ornery mules) and his
plow. Told me to keep the fur-
row straight. Apparently | was
letting old Red and Tuck mean-
der a bit, ‘cause he yelled at me
and took the reins. | didn't get a
lot of plowing done! Otis also
gave me a horse once. A big roan

For Information Call:

(256) 539-5111

called Maude. Was my horse. At
least until | was picking cotton
at Redstone once and the over-
seer road up on my Maude. | was
really angry. Otis done sold my
horse! Took me a long time to
forgive him for that.

| remember the meals on the
farm also. Atdinner (that's lunch
to you modern folks) we would
sit down to a heavily loaded
table. Beans, potatoes, corn,
cornbread, meat, and any num-
ber of other things. Eat our fill
and head back outside. Aunt
Grace would spread a sheet over
the table and it would sit there
until Supper (that's dinner for
you modern folks). | remember
Momma Young spreading a sheet
or oilcloth over the table to keep
the flies offthe food until the next
meal. Either there wasn't as
much problem with food poison
then or we Just didn't hear about
it.

We were living in Sparkman
Homes when | attended Hunts-
ville Jr. High. The only teachers
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West Station
Antiques

In Historic Downtown Madison

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
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Furniture
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112 Main Street
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Closed Sun & Mon

JT Specialty Care Center

"A Place You Can Feel Good About"

We Maximize Your Medicare Benefits!

We Specialize in Rehabilitation Care, Occupational Therapy,

Physical Therapy and Speech Therapy Services.

Big Springs Specialty Care Center
500 St. Clair Street

Huntsville, AL 35801

Conveniently Located two blocks from Huntsville
Hospital, two blocks from the Public Library and just
behind the First Baptist Church.

Giving Care with compassion
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I remember from HJH was the
football Coach, Coach Berry, and
the Principal - OI' Chrome dome
(Mr. McGowan). Another was a
math teacher who enjoyed play-
ing with the girls. He sold ency-
clopedias. Mom and Dad bought
a set from him. | didn’t hit a lick
that year in math, and I still got
an A. | do remember a young
lady who sat behind me and
wrote on my back. | often wore
white shirts - she wrote on them
- it felt so goooood that | never
told her to stop. | would just nod
off! Of course my Mother would
get a mite irritated! In another
class, a young lady who sat be-
hind me, name long forgotten,
tied my hair in braids and knots
in the back. Felt good so | didn't
say anything there either. Just
combed out the knots. | did en-
joy the walk home from school.
Me, Joann, and Patricia. Would
stop at a drugstore on the cor-
ner in town and get a double dip
Black Walnut ice cream cone.
These were teen years. Diffi-
cult! All | thought about was
girls. Didn't date much. Didn't
ask the girls out because | didn't
think they would go out with me.
| did go out for football though.
Practiced hard, really loved it,
but, couldn't get Mom and Dad
to buy me any football shoes, so

“| still like to rock, cruise in my
Camaro on Saturday nights
and play the guitar. If you were
a groovy chick, or are now a
groovy hen, let’s get together
and listen to my 8-tracks.”
Seen on local Senior singles ad

I quit! I couldn’t be the only kid
on the team without cleats! | was
always the idiot that volunteered
to hold the blocking dummy and
the blocking pads. | got pounded
a lot.

| also worked at the S & S
Supermarket. Worked for a Mrs.
Savage. Bagged groceries,
stocked shelves, and anything
else the Savage’s told me to do.
Even sat behind the two-way
mirror behind the meat counter
and watched for shoplifters.
Worked from 5 to 8 PM on school

nights and 8 till 8 on weekends.
Earned three dollars aday. Gen-
erally, | owed over half of what |
earned to the S & S for what |
had bought or eaten during the
week.

During this period | hated
Mrs. Savage. She was always
correcting my speech. Embar-
rassed me to death! | would say
something like “ | retch across
the counter” and she would say,
“No, you reached - retched is like
puking.” | often thought of slowly
strangling the woman. But, she

Your Permanent Lifetime Solution!

Seamless Gutters
Vinyl Siding

Patio Cover

Florida Rooms
Screen Enclosures
Window Replacement

L T . I

Free Estimates

118 Spacegate Drive -

Residential & Commercial

All Work Covered By Warranty

Huntsville, Al 35806

Phone 859-4440 - Fax 859-4441
website: www.naapinc.com

North Alabama

LUMINUM

(PRODUCTS)

Star Market

and Pharmacy

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points

702 Pratt Ave.

534-4509


http://www.naapinc.com

did correct my speech. Use a
word wrongly or improperly and
she corrected me. Later on |
learned how much | owed the
lady for those corrections, but
when | went by to thank her | was
a few years too late. She had
died. | have often regretted not
being able to say “Thank you."

Somewhere in this period |
accomplished another one of my
one-of-a-kind deeds. | had been
out late and came home hungry.
No one was awake and | was
starved. Found a saucer of ham-
burger meat in the refrigerator.
What luck! Made myself two big
juicy hamburgers. Onions, toma-
toes, the works. Had a late night
feast and went to bed satisfied!
The next morning Mother asked
me if | had fed the dog, | said
“No, Why?” And she said the sau-
cer of dog food is gone! | didn't
know it was dog food, and be-
sides, the hamburgers were de-
licious!

My first year of high school
and | was going to Butler High. |
was more than a little bored with
school, so, late in January 1957
at the ripe old age of 17, | con-
vinced my Mom and Dad to sign
the paperwork for me tojcis the
Army. On February 4th, the Army

Recruiter drove me and Edmond
Blevins to Nashville to take our
tests for the Army. We passed all
the tests - written, mental, physi-
cal and what ever. | had visions
of being a Military Policeman
(MP). Can’t you just see a 17-
year-old pimple-faced dork run-
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said, “Sign me up!” He did, and
that night | boarded a train for
Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. We ar-
rived at the Replacement Depot
and were bedded down for the
night. Talk about a scared,
homesick little boy. Thatwas me.

While doing all this, | have

ning around
with a gun
and enforcing
the LAW!
Strangely
enough, I
ended up do-
ing something
even more as-
tounding!
The Recruit-
ers in Nash-
ville told me
that my
scores quali-
fied me for
the Army Se-
curity Agency.
| said “Great,
What's that?”
The Recruiter
told me that
he didn’t
know but that
it was sup-
posed to be a
good deal. |

nawlins' style
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always kept a secret place locked
away within me. A place to which
I return to find some calmness
and solace when | feel my world
has gone haywire. Itis home. Not
the home of today, but the home
where | grew up. Lincoln! Yes, |
know you can never go home.
Home only exist within your
mind and heart. In your memo-
ries. | can go back there and be
a child again. Momma Young and
Daddy Young are no older than |
am today. Mom and Dad are
young. Fighting perhaps, but
young. Everyone in the village
knows everyone else. It is com-
fortable and safe. There are no
drive-by shootings, no serial kill-
ers, no scam artists. There, |
don’t have to make decisions,
which affect others.

Every trip back to Huntsville,
| used to visit that old home. Sat
out front and somewhere deep
inside expected to see Momma
Young and Daddy Young come
through the front door, to sud-
denly be back there again. A
dream that felt warm and good.
Now that home is no longer
there, so | only visit it in my
mind.

Newspaper
Clippings
from 1893

- The city of Guntersville
has a ladies’ society called the
“Sisters of Silence.” It has two
members, and they are both
deaf and dumb.

- The local editor of the
Florence paper fell asleep
while crossing the river in a
ferry boat the other day, and
when he awoke he owed the
company $13.70, at .10 a
trip.

- A very wealthy farmer of
Decatur has this Notice
pasted up in his field:

“If any man’s or woman’s
cows or oxens gits in these
here otes, his or her tail will
be cut off as the case may be.”

- There should be no
trouble enforcing the liquor
laws in Scottsboro now that
the citizens have elected a
former bootlegger as sheriff.

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

Attorney at Law

256-679-2218

PERSONAL INJURY * BANKRUPTCY
DIVORCE * ADOPTION * WILLS
COLLECTIONS * WORKERS COMP
SOCIAL SECURITY * TRUSTS

3225 Bob Wallace Ave., Suite K
Huntsville, AL 35805
Email: timfooteESQ@knology.net
No representation is made that the quality of legal

services to be performed is greater than the quality of
legal services performed by other lawyers.

You know it’s going to be a
bad day when you go to put
on the clothes you wore
home from the party and
they aren’t there.

Steven Rhinestein

Discover What Most Hearing Aid Salesmen Don't Want You To Know"

FREE CONSUMER REPORT

Reveals the Questions to Ask... What to Watch Out For...
And the Secrets to Big Savings On the Best Hearing Aids.

Also Includes Information About: Nerve Deafness, Tinnitus & Ringing Ears,
Digital vs Conventional Hearing Aids, Difficult to Fit Hearing Losses and More .

24 hours / 7 days a week

1-800-659-3362

The Better Hearing Hotline: The Report Is Free, And So Is The Call !
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I've kept my promises...

Re-Elect
Glenn Watson

City Council - District 5

Paid for by Friends of Glenn Watson
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Secrets of the
Ku Klux Klan

Huntsville, like much of the
rest of the nation in the 1920s,
was caught up in the fervor of
the Ku Klux Klan resurgence.

Like any other secret organi-
zation, the Klan had its rituals,
and most important of all, an
official handbook.

This handbook, which
spelled out all the rituals and
signs, was considered to be one
of the best kept secrets of the
Klan.

In Huntsville, a Klan member
was actually forced to pay a large
fine and sentenced to six months
banishment for allowing his wife
to glance at the handbook.

In an effort to keep nonmem-
bers from learning the contents
of the secret handbook, Joseph
Simmons, Imperial Wizard ofthe
Ku Klux Klan, issued the follow-
ing “Imperial Decree” from his,
‘Aulic in the Imperial Palace in
the Imperial City of Atlanta:

The Kloran is the book ofthe
Invisible Empire and is there-
fore a sacred book with our citi-
zens, and its contents must be

VN i

“Four of us slept in one
bed. When it got cold, my
mother threw on another

brother.”

Bob Hope, on his early life

Mary's g

Huntsville, AL 35801

Glass Beads & Supplies,
Costume .Jewelry,
Glassware, Gifts,

Collectibles, Antiques

Beaded Bracelets - $5 ea

email: fleabjewels@aol.com
Phone (256) 533-4972

rigidly safeguarded. The book
or any part ofit must not be kept
or carried where any person of
the ‘alieni world may chance to
become acquainted with its
sacred contents as such.

Warning: A penalty suffi-
cient will speedily be enforced

for disregarding the decree in
the profanation of the Kloran. “

Six months later Simmons
decided that a book as important
as the Kloran should be officially
recognized, so he applied to
Washington for a copyright.

Like any other proud author,
he forwarded one dollar and two
copies ofthe book to the Register
of Copyrights.

From that time forth The
Book of the Invisible Empire was
available to anyone who asked
for it at the Library of Congress.

Ironically, even today, the
book is still considered by the
Klan to be a secret that must be
maintained at all cost.

Huntsville's Newest & Most
Modern Facility

AMERICAN HEARTLAND REAL ESTATE

Huntsville is growing and growing...

I've been part of Huntsville’s growth for over 37
years. Ifyou are thinking about buying or selling a home,
call us for all of your real estate needs

Mark Fortson - ABR, GRI- Cell (256) 679-1772
Office (256) 489-4010

| 512 Wynn Dr.
7 Huntsville, Al. 358053
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Letter to
the Editor

Dear Editor,

Your recent story ‘A New Suit”
brought back a lot of memories.
| left school (in 1938) two
months before | was to graduate
because my family could not
afford to buy me a suit or a class
ring.

| was drafted into service and
spent most of the war in Dayton,
Ohio where | worked on blue-

My mother buried three
husbands, and two of

them were just napping.

Rita Rudner

prints for new aircraft. In 1953 |
was offered a job here in
Huntsville working on blueprints
for rockets.

I had worked here for several
years when | received a promo-
tion and had to get a security
clearance.

On my personnel records |
had written that | had graduated
from high school, which was al-
most true. | had not figured on
the FBI and the cold war hyste-
ria. One day Mr. Murphy, my
boss, called me into his office
and explained we had a problem.

When he explained that a
background check revealed | had
not graduated, | thought for sure
| was about to be fired.

Mr. Murphy finally asked me
when | left school and | told him.
Then he asked what my father
did for a living and if | had ever
picked cotton.
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After | had answered all the
questions, Mr. Murphy broke
into a wide grin and said, “Don't
worry son. | couldn't afford to
graduate neither. But, ifyou don't
tell anyone | won't either.”

I got the clearance and the
promotion and Mr. Murphy never
mentioned it again.

R.T. Reynolds

- Wanted - white woman for
house work and place for a boy
twelve years old for his board
and clothes to work around the
house or farm. Apply at 703
Pratt Ave.

- For rent - two furnished
rooms heated by furnace. Men
preferred. 242 Walker Street.
$1.50 a week.
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A Letter from
a Cousin

To His Excellency,
Andrew Johnson

Bridgeport, Alabama,

February 2, 1865

Sir, | have the honor to en-
close here within, petitions of
James H. Hembree and C.W.
Melton, my son-in-laws, praying
to his Excellency, Abraham Lin-
coln, that they be permitted to
take the oath of allegiance and
return to their homes and fami-
lies.

Mr. Melton’s wife is dead and
his daughters, six and three
years of age, are dependent upon
me for their support.

My husband died in 1854,
and | am now in destitute cir-
cumstances, having a family of
my own to support and care for,
and not one male member of my
own, or daughter’s family to ren-
der me assistance.

In the present conditions of
the country, it is impossible for
females alone to gain a
livelihood.

My daughters cultivated a
small field of corn the past sea-
son, with their own hands, which
would have been sufficient to
subsist us through the winter,
had we been permitted to gather
it, but it was all taken by the sol-
diers, and we are left destitute.
Mr. James Hembree’s wife is in
very poor health, and has no
means of support for family and
two children, aged eight and four
years.

| respectfully submit the en-

My formula for complete
success is to rise early,
work late, and strike oil.

Paul Getty

closed petition to your kind con-
siderations and action in be half
of the widowed, and their chil-
dren.

Your Humble Servant,

Lucy Johnson

Lucy Johnson was the
cousin ofAndrew Johnson, who
later became President of the
United States after Lincoln's as-
sassination. There is no record
that Johnson ever responded to
his cousin's plea.

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes.

- A responsible business man
of Huntsville has said that for
$200 he will find the main
stream of the big spring on the
Little Mountain and provide
water enough to supply the city.

The gentleman wants the
money for his trouble and it will
not have to be paid him ifhe fails
to find the stream.

The matter will probably be
taken up at the next city council
meeting and there may be some-
thing doing in regards to this.

- The policemen on day duty
presented an imposing sight
when they began their rounds on
horse back. From now on every
section of the city will be covered
during the day by the mounted
men.

Lily Flagg’
SUPPLY

A Complete Hardware Store Serving Your

Household and Business Needs

Located in the community
that the famous Jersey cow,
Miss Lily, made famous over
100 years ago!

Ifyou're not sure, ask for Johnny Brewer!

Pine Crest Estate
AHOME FORADULTSWITH DEMENTIA

State licensed for magnetic door and gate locks
Positive security for persons who wander
Licensed nurse administers all medication
Registered nurse overnight
Home style environment - 16 beds

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811 - 256-851-9161



Heard on the
Street in 1880

- Last Saturday night some
malicious scoundrel killed a
horse belonging to Mr. HW.
Helm, the well known black-
smith. The horse, avery fine one,
was in the pasture bordering the
spring branch, and was killed by
being struck just above the eye
with a brickbat. We trust the per-
petrator may be discovered and
appropriately punished.

- Yesterday, in the Big Cove,
a man named Stewart Wishard
was shot and mortally wounded
by a man named R.S. Buford,
who was arrested. The trouble
arose about a dispute in regard
to crops. Wishard was cropping
on Buford’s place. It is thought
Buford was justifiable.

- We understand it is re-
ported through the country that
yellow fever is in Huntsville. This
is untrue. There has not been a
single case of yellow fever in
Huntsville up to this time.

- Mr. Timothy Murphy, of this
city, received a dispatch last Fri-
day from Canton, Miss., convey-
ing the sad information that his

My second favorite household
chore is ironing. My first being
hitting my head on the top
bunk bed until | faint.

Erma Bombeck

wife, daughter and granddaugh-
ter were all down with yellow fe-
ver. Mr. Murphy left on the next
train for Canton, and it is re-
ported he has been seized with
the dread disease.

- Appeal to Mothers - Cloth-
ing partially worn or outgrown,
sheets or bedding ofany descrip-
tion, remnants of calico or do-
mestic, such as always accumu-
late in families - any of all these
articles are earnestly solicited for
the Orphans of the plague-
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stricken city of Memphis, and

will be thankfully received and
immediately forwarded ifsent to
Mrs. S. R. Cruse, Adams Avenue.

- Miss Kate Erskine will open
a School at the residence of Mrs.
S. C. Erskine, on Franklin Street,
on Monday, the 2nd of Sep-
tember. The patronage of the
public is respectfully solicited.

- Wanted - 10,000 pounds
dried fruit, for which the highest
price will be paid. T. J.
Humphrey, Hotel Building.

[Keystone

. VRETIREMENI
COMMUNITY

Ease - Comfort - Value

No monthly assessments or additional chargesfor increased
levels ofcare, afeature unique to Greystone Retirement Community

ALL INCLUSIVE MONTH TO MONTH RENTALS INCLUDE

* 24 Hour On Site Staff
* Medication Monitoring
* Housekeeping/Laundry

* 3 Home Cooked Meals Daily
* Full Activities Program
* Scheduled Transportation

For Your Personal
Tour Please Call

880-1101

4200 Chris Drive
Huntsville, Al 35802

< Snack Bar
< Cosmic Birthday Parties
% Group Rates > Pro Shop
> Bowling Instruction Available

$ Youth & Seniors Programs

your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1

Bowling Center In Huntsville

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW
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- Shop the baby aisle for
inexpensive skin care products
for yourself. Baby lotion is great
for the face and the shampoo is
very mild.

- Take cash with you to the
grocery store instead of checks
or credit card - you'll spend less.

- Have a clothing swap with
friends once a season. Everyone
brings clothes they no longer
wear and make an evening of it -
whatever’s left goes to charity.

- Host a “plant exchange”
where friends bring dug-up pe-
rennial plants from their gar-
dens - everyone gets a new plant!

To save money on
magazine subscriptions, ex-
change magazines you've read
with friends. You each get to read
the latest and only pay for one.

- If you unwrap your new
bars of soap and allow them to
sit opened in your linen closet,
they will harden and not turn to
mush in the soap dish. Also, the
linens will smell great!

- For an inexpensive facial
exfoliator, sprinkle a little bak-
ing soda onto your hand and mix
with your normal facial cleanser
or soap. The soda will gently
scrub off the dead skin.

Always buy frozen
concentrate juice instead of pre-
mixed juice in bottles or cans,
otherwise you're paying for
water you could provide your-
self. When mixing it, add an
extra cup or so of water - the

The next time you feel like
complaining, remember that
your garbage disposal
probably eats better than 30
percent of the world’s
population.

juice won't be quite as sweet and
you'll have more.

- Buy large packages of meat
on sale, and separate them into
small portions. Put them into
zipper bags with a marinade and
freeze. When you thaw- delicious!

- Fill up your car with gas in
the morning rather than late in
the day, and you'll getabout 1 free
gallon. The reason is, the gas
expands in the tanks at the gas
station during the heat of the day,
especially in hot months. You get

less for your money later in the
day. A free gallon adds up at
today’s prices!

- Save money on groceries by
shopping your pantry and
freezer first. Make a meal
schedule a week ahead and only
buy the items you need.

- Use coupons for groceries.
Most stores now will double up
to $.50, and that will add up in
a hurry. Just don't buy what you
normally wouldn't, just because
you have a coupon for it.

Grill

Bands - Great Entertainment

Some of our featured
bands are:

* The Crawlers

*N-2 - IT

* Hot Rod Otis

* New Southern Station
* Microwave Dave

* Hot Dog & Free Beer

536-1150

Home Cooked Lunches Each
Day Including Dessert - $5.00
Menus Change Each Day!

Come by andjoin us - we're
the Zesto's of Five Points
moved to a New, Greater and
more exciting Location!

“Old Tyme Friendly Service”

717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week
Prescriptions Compounded Computerized Profiles
BellSouth Payment Center
* One Hour Photo *
US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping

(256)539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

A Discount

Store With Service!



My Heroes
and Role Models

by Malcolm Miller

My third eldest brother,
James Curtis Miller, Sr., was
born as were his two brothers
before him, Robert and Joe, on
the Robert Spragins farm in the
area that is now known as Fagan
Hollow in southeast Huntsville.

The family lived there for
sometime until the work became
more than Papa could handle
alone.

After leaving the Spragins
farm the family moved several
more times. Once to what was
known as the Moore Quarter lo-
cated at the, eastern foot of
Chapman Mountain where Papa
worked with Will Andrews in the
logging business.

Finally the family ended up
in the Ryland community, rent-
ing land for a share of the crops
raised or in some cases renting
a farm for money. The family was
living near the banks of Flint
River when James Curtis de-
cided that he had had enough of
the cotton patch with the hard
work and no money. He tried un-
successfully to join the Navy but
they would not let him in because
he was too tall. Finally in Octo-
ber 1936 he gave up on joining
the Navy and joined the Army.

The Army life was much
better than the farm life. The
Government paid him twenty-
one dollars a month, gave him
good clothes and shoes to wear
and plenty to eat.

I was only nine years old
when he left for the Army. He was
stationed at Fort McClellan and
would come home on some
weekends. | remember every
weekend | would sit on a limb of
the big oak tree at the end of our
porch and watch for him to come
walking down the red dirt road
that led to our house.

I will now back up here and
explain something to the folks
that knew James Curtis Miller
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was known by and always will
be known by his siblings, nieces,
nephews and friends,

growing up because they may not Gib learned to be a soldier

an “iking |00k younger
than your daughter!

about. The story
goes this way.
When he started
school the
teacher asked
him his name
and he replied
James Miller, at
that instant his
cousin, William
Miller, jumped
up and said,
“No, his name is
Gibbus Buntin.”
That was what
Mom called him.
After this epi-
sode the name
has been short-
ened to Gib.
That is what he

Subscribe To North Alabama’s
most popular magazine!

If you have enjoyed reading Old Huntsville Magazine, we will
be glad to send you an issue every month! With Old Huntsville Maga-
zine you'll get the stories about your home town you will never get
any other place. So don't delay. Subscribe today and be in the know
with Old Huntsville.

. NutriMinC' RE)

Skin Care System Used Daily
The Results are Obvious...
Younger, Firmer Looking Skin!

Name
Address

State Zip
If you are sending Old Huntsville as a gift please let us know and
we will send a card with your name.

Please make check payable to:

Old Huntsville Magazine
716 East Clinton Avenue
Huntsville, AL., 35801

Old Huntsville
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in the old brown boot army aptly
described in James Jones clas-
sic “From Here To Eternity.” |
remember him wearing the old
woolen wrapped leggings and
riding pants. Later on it was
much better when the Army went
to combat boots.

- The quarries on Monte Sano
are furnishing the finest gray
limestone rock, not only in qual-
ity but size, that could be found
anywhere in this country. The
Monte Sano Railway has a large
amount of stone on the grounds
at the plant and are keeping
plenty of material for the masons
to pursue their work on the foun-
dation. Laborers are employed
under the superintendency of Mr.
Henry E Turner, in ditching
work.

- The many friends of Jack
Hall are glad to see him out and
on the streets again after several
week’s confinement to his bed
and room caused by ajump from
a buggy in which he sustained a
badly sprained limb. Mr. Hall
with the aid of crutches is able
to get about and around, and we
wish for him a speedy recovery
and free use of the crippled
member.

- The colored citizens living
on Howe Street, off Meridian
Road, were made painfully aware
that some more than usual
elemental trouble was in
progress, when the water entered
their homes and the furniture
began to float around the rooms.

Don't accept your
dog’s admiration as
conclusive evidence

that you are wonderful.

Ann Landers

It was a terrible dilemma to be
placed in, to face the blinding
storm outside or remain indoors
and perchance perish if the an-
gry waters continued to rise. The
cause of the high water was the
narrow state of the bridge under
Meridian Street, which could not
accommodate the raging flood,
but held it in check until a lake
of backwater was formed, and
this found its way back into the
houses.

“Old is when you’re
cautioned to slow down
by your doctor, instead

of the police.”

Paul Firenzi

We can sim _
by consolidating all your insurance and

financial planning under the umbrella ofthe
]. Smith Lanier & Co. family ofworld
respected carriers. One company for all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesn't that sound good?

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Call for an analysis or quote.

206 Exchange Place ¢ PO. Box 6087 < Huntsville, Al. 35824 « 256-890-9000
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News From The Year 1900

New York Subway Opens Hawaii Becomes

New York - Wielding a ster-
ling silver spade made by Tiffany
& Company New York Mayor Van
Wyck turned over the first shovel
of dirt in a ceremony inaugurat-
ing construction of the city’s first
rapid transit tunnel. When com-
pleted, the $36 million East
River tunnel will link Manhattan
with Brooklyn.

The tunnel marks the birth
of a subway system promising to
extend to Jersey City and even
Staten Island. If Chief Engineer
Parson is right, Harlem’'s 125th
Street will be reached in only 13

World Exposition
Opens in Paris

Paris -. The Paris Exhibition
of 1900, covering a vast site of
547 acres, larger than any pre-
vious European world’s fair,
has opened its gates to the pub-
lic. Most of the nations repre-
sented have their own palaces
on the Rue des Nations along

INTIMATE

504 Jordan Ln. NW, Suite F
Preston Plaza
Corner of Jordan & Holmes

minutes.

Subways are not a new
means of transportation.
London’s system, which went
into service in 1863, is the
world’s oldest. The first in the
United States was Boston'’s, be-
gun two years ago. And Paris is
now building a subway of its
own. Hailing it as “second only
in importance to the Erie Canal,”
Van Wyck said “this rapid tran-
sit underground road is neces-
sary” for “the accommodation
and comfort” of residents.

the Quai d’'Orsay. The most
noteworthy attractions at the
fair are the magnificent effects
produced by electricity in the
Chateau d’Eau and Hall of lllu-
sions; the two palaces of the
fine arts on the Champs
Elysees; and the Alexander lll
Bridge over the Seine. The
exotic exhibits about France’s
and England’s colonies also
promise to be popular.

LINGERIE

Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm

539-9106

a Territory

Hawaii is now officially a ter-
ritory of the United States. A
chain of islands near the center
of the northern Pacific Ocean,
Hawaii had sought annexation by
the United States for some years.
In 1898, America agreed to an-
nex the islands and grant terri-
torial status. However, itwas not
until this spring that Congress
enacted legislation spelling out
terms for the new island govern-
ment. President McKinley had
pushed for territorial status,
arguing that the islands are a
natural gateway to trade in the
Orient.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Water Extractions

13 Years Experience

533-9540



Gold In
Alaska

Canada’s Klondike region
east of the Alaskan border con-
tinues to draw folks with dreams
of easy money, despite the fact
that the more lucrative gold
mines there have been staked
out. Since news of the 1896 dis-
covery ofgold at Bonanza Creek
reached the United States two
and a half years ago, 60,000
prospectors have flocked to the
Klondike, and about $50 million
has already been mined. The
population is booming. Dawson
has burgeoned from a mining
camp of a few shacks to a bus-
tling town of 20,000.

Dawson is also becoming
known as the Sin City, as bor-
dellos, gambling establishments
and dives openly do business in
spite of the authorities efforts to
close them. The crime rate is
said to be higher than any other
city in North America,

Strikes Paralyze
Europe

Belgium and Germany have
been severely shaken by a recent
wave of strikes in their respec-
tive coal basins, and many fac-
tories, already running short of
fuel, have been compelled to halt
their output.

This month, labor revolts
spread into other industries in
Europe as well. In Vienna, steel-
workers are on strike; in Brus-
sels, it is glassworkers.

And in western Bohemia,
5,000 workers in various fields
are out on strike. These actions
are reportedly spontaneous, not
the result of an organized move-
ment.

But most of the laborers are
making similar demands: an
eight-hour day, a significant pay
increase (up to 20 percent in
some cases) and better working
conditions. In spite of the disor-
ders, company managers remain
steadfast and do not appear to
be making any concessions to
their disgruntled employees

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Hams & Fresh Fruit Baskets for any occasion!

Fresh Vegetables. Wide Variety of plants,
annuals, tropicals & perennials

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat, 8-5 Sun

(256) 539-9257
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Come visit and choose from our wide variety of
fresh vegetables, fruits and garden plants
brought to you by local growers!
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I'T Taratho™
Painting

Free Estimates
Licensed St Insured
References

We Specialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

INCORPORATE

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Merrimac
Memories

by Newman Ward

When | was recently in Mas-
sachusetts visiting my grand-
daughter and great grandsons |
became interested in
“Merrimack” and how the word
and location had so much influ-
ence on me when | was growing
up in Huntsville. The history of
that northern “Merrimack” is
intimately tied to the
“Merrimack” we know as a part
of Huntsville. My granddaughter
lives directly on the banks of the
Merrimack River and the main
street through town is Merrimac
Street. | felt as if | had come full
circle.

According to a Massachu-
setts historian, “Merrimack”
means “salmon” in what used to
be the local Indian language.
That suggests the Merrimack
River, which is still an important
waterway in both New Hamp-
shire and Massachusetts, must
have been full of fish. From that
origin the name Merrimack (of-
ten spelled “Merrimac”), which
has a pleasant, melodious
sound, must have been both
common and popular because it
has been adopted by so many
places and businesses.

In  Newburyport, MA.
Merrimac and Merrimack have
phone book listings for 30 sepa-
rate businesses. In Haverill there
are 45 listings. In Boston | found
10. And both names are com-
mon throughout Northeastern
Mass.

A section of the Merrimack
River was selected as having
enough water power to operate
cotton mills. In 1822 the
Merrimack Manufacturing Com-
pany built the first cotton mill on
the river and nine others quickly

followed suit. The town of Lowell
built up around the mills and
became the world’s largest pro-
ducer of textiles, which helped
transform the United States into
an industrial nation rather than
an agricultural based society.

By World War | the mills be-
gan to close. Foreign competition
and labor strikes took their toll.
At the end of WW Il only three
mills were operating, and today
there are none. In the last 50
years Massachusetts lost 90% of
its textile jobs.

To compete the mill owners
moved to the South, where labor
was cheaper and strikes were
unlikely. Our Huntsville
Merrimack Mill and village was
built in
1899 and
operated
until
1989, and
was de-
molished
in 1991.
The City
bought the
mill’s land

* Gutters
* Garages
* Decks

for $1.1 million and now plans
10 soccer fields. The Mills were
dismantled brick-by-brick and
sold as mementos.

While it lasted the Merrimack
Mill seemed like a great place to
be. It provided steady, depend-
able jobs, a wonderful school
(Joe Bradley High), an indoor
sports court, churches, movies,
streetcars, then buses. An M.D.,
Dentist, and Registered Nurses
gave free care to employees and
families. The house rent was re-
ally cheap, only $4.00 a month
with free water And just think-
ing about Merrimack brings
back many memories about
some wonderful people; Profes-
sor DuBose, all our great school

CUSTOM EXTERIORS

Specializing In Vinyl Siding

* Vinyl Windows
* Screen Rooms
* | icensed & Insured

We have great success in helping most

**Disc Problems**

Without surgery

Call 256-534-6792 For Appointment!

Sponsered by Alabama Chiropractic Back Clinic - Huntsville, Al

Dr. Robert Richards

Dr. David Land

NQ rwreseniataign is mads that the quality 9f services to be performed is greater than the quality of chiroDraflig.sgiYices efirfsrmfidaY~erg

Sims Driving School

Over 32 years experience. Certified by State Board of Education
Insurance reduction approved

Senior Refresher Courses Available

The Perfect Gift For Grandchildren!
Owned & Operated by Clifford Sims

Mon. thru Sat. 9-5

256-722-5566


members.aol.com/drivingwithsims
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teachers, neighbors, just every- leader at his church, and with "
body. We were friends with the Ed Gray formed the village po- | R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC™!
bus and street car operators, Mr. lice force. Mr. Church was always
Rodgers, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Pe- happy, smiling, and a pleasure
ter Sharp. We even had a horti- to be around.
culturist, Mr. Byrne to beautify Such times, such places, and
the village such people are unlikely to be
As a young man | lived with seen again. Alas.
my wife’s family at 246 ‘A" Street
in Merrimack and our son, Fred,

was born there. My wife Bess’ The U.S. Postal Service
father, W.T. Church, was known sent out a message to all
by everyone in Merrimack vil- their letter carriers a few
lage. He was the Mill's gatekeeper years back to put a sheet
for many years, took tickets at of Bounce in their uniform
the theatre (which showed mov- pockets to keep

ies three nights a week in the yellow jackets away.

school auditorium), was the song

HOME & GARDEN CENTER, CASUAL FURNITURE
GIFTS AND ACCESSORIES

813 Meridian Street (256) 534-2781
Huntsville, AL 35801 FAX (256) 534-3029
Hours
Showroom Mon-Fri 8 8
Sat 8-7
HOME OF THE NEXT F-150
www.woodyandersonford.com Service & Parts Mon-Eri 7-6
Sat 7-3
2500 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al Rental Mon"Fri 7"6
256-539-9441 Sat 7-12


http://www.woodyandersonford.com
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Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

GOLDEN K

Post Office Box 4648 < Huntsville, Alabama 35815

The Kiwanis Club of Huntsville/Golden K got its start in May 1986. Since that time we have never
deviated from our primary mission of service to youth in the Huntsville community. Currently, the club
consists of 43 members with an average age of 79 and its motto is “Young Children, Priority One.”
Since the club’s founding, its members have volunteered over 90,000 man-hours in various community
programs.

For some years the club has been affiliated with 0/d Huntsville Magazine in distributing the
magazine throughout the Huntsville and Madison areas. In return for distributing the magazine the club
retains all funds derived from its sale for use in many charitable and youth-assisting programs. These
programs have been numerous and varied over the years but all with one goal - to make the
community a better place to live in.

Fifty cents does not sound like a lot of money, but your quarters have enabled us to disburse over
$200,000.00 to assist youth programs in Huntsville. We know your quarters have made a difference in
many children’s lives - and for this we thank you. We want to especially thank the many, many
businesses who have allowed us to place boxes and machines at their locations in order to
distribute the magazine.

Next time you pick up a copy of Old Huntsville, stop and think for a minute about where your
2 quarters are going. A partial list of monies collected from the distribution of the magazine would
include:

* Huntsville Boy Scout Troop 102, Troop 400 and Cub Pack 400 - $15,000.00
* Huntsville Boys and Girls Club - $7,500.00 * College Scholarships - $32,000.00
* Alabama Science Fair - $6,000.00 * Children’s Miracle Network - $6,000.00
*Head Start Program -$2,500.00 *Huntsville Police Ranger Program - $1,500.00
* World Wide Children’s Health Program - $20,000.00 * Kids On The Block - $3,500.00
* Reading Is Fundamental Program - $10,000.00 * Huntsville Opportunity Center - $1,500.00
* American Red Cross - $9,000.00 * Huntsville Library - Children’s Section - $9,000.00
* Community Projects (varied) - $14,000.00

Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Fred Ashcraft - David Baker - Clyde Barclay - Emmett Boylan - Bill Brown
Martin Burke - Hugh Cort - Winston DeShields - Kinley Eittreim - Ernest Francis
Jack Gilstrap - Vic Grimes - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Harley Hope - Jesse Hopkins
Bill Hunter - Chester Huskins - Bill lvy - Andy Karabinos - Hartwell Lutz
John Martin - Michael Meyer - Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Tom Neely
Art Ousley - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Wendal Payne - Roscoe Roberts
Shelsie Ross - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan
Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Ben Vlzzler - Ray Weinberg - James Winning - Sam Zeman



My
Old Fashioned
Daddy

by Mary Patten Conway

For as long as | can remem-
ber, every summer Daddy had a
vegetable garden, sometimes two.
He'd give away almost more than
he kept. Like to the widow lady
up on Washington Street, who he
knew was having a hard time. Or
to James, the shoe repair man,
or to Mrs. Brown, another widow
lady on Church Street. Then
there was a family on Virginia
Boulevard. You've already
guessed this was long before any-
one had heard of food stamps.

It was a treat to go to the gar-
den with Daddy to watch how he
cared for his “young’ens.” He
grew most of the common gar-
den things, plus beets, kohlrabi,
banana peppers, and icicle rad-
ishes. A true treat for me was
when he’d pull a fresh baby car-
rot, lop off the long wispy leaves,
wipe the carrot on his jeans, rub
off the fragile roots, then hand it
to me to eat. The mix of flavors
(fresh juicy carrot with a hint of
dirt) was heaven-sent.

Later Mama would chastise
him for feeding her child dirt! Re-
gardless, Daddy and | regularly
repeated this dirty deed!

Daddy was a master carpen-
ter as well as an extremely skilled
wallpaper hanger, since he was
well over six feet tall. Because of
the after-war effort and marginal
national economy, Daddy would
frequently barter for his handy-
man services. Sometimes he

In mid-life your memory

starts to go. In fact, the

only thing | retain these
days is water.

Patsy Jackson, Madison

would end up with a piglet. Then
he would sell half of the piglet to
my Uncle Archie who lived down
the street. Uncle Archie was
fairly helpless at doing anything
as his head was so far into his
long-neck bottles (of course that
was before canned beverages).

Uncle Archie would pay Dad
for his half of the pig, but Daddy
had to cook the whole thing. This
meant we got all the pig skin. Do
you realize how many
“cracklins” you can get from one
piglet? Well, enough to make one
sick if they ate too many too
quickly.

Daddy made the cracklins by
baking them in the oven at a low
temperature for what seemed
like hours. They were truly hard
since they were real pig skin.
They’d cut your mouth open in-
side if you picked one that was
too thin. Little did we know that

FIVE POINTS
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a few years hence these treats
would be manufactured, bagged,
and sold as pork rinds (sans the

Sales ¢ Service * Supplies
Rentals ¢ Leasing

www.reedsos.com
Email: reeds@reedsos.com

533-6977

Fax 533-6988
1833 University Dr. NW, Huntsville

y
852-5708

Free Estimates
Di$c®tm)d
I Insured

Bathtub & Tile reglazing
Fiberglass & Acrylic Repairs
Antique Tub Restoration & Sales

RESTAURANT

Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere

Scott & Cheryl Huber, Owners

Breakfast Specials

Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna,

Bacon or Sausage, Grits or Gravy,
Biscuit & Jelly $3.99
Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752
Located in Historic Five Points

Plate Lunches
Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm
Your Choice Of One Meat
and Vegetables $5.49

GOT LAND?

Don’t know exactly what to do with it? Let us
help - we’ll show you how
to get the most for your property.

WE BUY LAND, CASH, FAST.
SISCO LAND CO. lIc 256-990-2790


http://www.reedsos.com
mailto:reeds@reedsos.com
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real pig skin).

Daddy did most of the can-
ning in our house. As the veg-
etables would mature, they’'d be
picked, carried to the back porch
and prepared. This took a great
deal of the summer as their
growing times were different.
He’'d scald the jars, blanch the
vegetables, peel the skins, plunk
them in the jars, then boil or
pressure cook them, depending
on what he was preparing at that
time. He'd can plain and pick-
led beets. To identify the pickled
beets, he'd put a hard-boiled egg
in the jar with them. Of course it
was always a fight to share the
purple boiled egg when pickled
beets were opened in the winter.
Daddy built shelves in the cellar
just for the canned goods, which
were actually in jars. The ones
which intrigued me were the
green jars with the one piece
zinc-plated lids. They distorted
the colors of the vegetables in-
side making them look alien.

Will share more with you
about My Old-Fashioned Daddy
in a forthcoming issue of Old
Huntsville.
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Dangerous
Ladies

from 1864 newspaper

On March 2, three young men
named Benj. Arthur, Leonidas
Bouris, and John K. Morris, of
Company A, 5th Ohio cavalry,
went outside of the Federal pick-
ets near Huntsville, Alabama, to
visit several lady acquaintances.
During the evening they were
pounced upon by a detachment
of the enemy, who summarily
threw them all into a well, and
covered them with about twelve
feet of earth.

After two days absence, a
force went out in search of them,
and found the well partially filled
with dirt.

After digging down, they
found the bodies of the three
young men, and from a neighbor
they learned the facts connected
with the deaths as above stated.
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One hundred and thirty-five dol-
lars was taken from one of the
young men. All three men were
residents of Clermont County,
Ohio.
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Frustrated
warriors

by Charles Rice

On February 15, 1898 the
battleship Maine blew up in Ha-
vana Harbor, Cuba, with a loss
of 266 American lives. Rightly or
wrongly - mostly likely wrongly
- the Spanish government was
held responsible for the disas-
ter. Public opinion, flamed by
fabulous and often fictitious
newspaper accounts of alleged
Spanish atrocities, demanded
the United States declare war. A
reluctant President William
McKinley was virtually dragged
into the conflict by hotheads in
Congress.

The wave of patriotism that
swiftly swept across the nation
was unmatched since the start
of the Civil War, and men both
young and not so young eagerly
rushed forward to volunteer. At-
tempting to salvage something
from the situation, President
McKinley called Alabamian Jo-
seph Wheeler to the White House
and asked him to lead the inva-
sion of Cuba. Wheeler, a 62 year
old former Confederate general,
protested that he was too old for
active duty. However, McKinley
argued that he needed the
Confederate hero as a symbol
that North and South were now
united. Little Joe finally ac-
cepted and put on his uniform
once more - only this time in a
less familiar shade of blue.

Alabama would recruit two

Mid-life means that your
body by Jake now includes
Legs by Rand McNally - more
red and blue lines than a
well-scaled map of Wisconsin

Rhonda Simmons, Athens

white infantry regiments and one
black infantry battalion for the
Span ish-American War. To their
disappointment, however, not
one of the Alabama patriots,
black or white, would ever fire a
shot at the enemy. In fact, the
closest the Alabama soldiers suc-
ceeded in getting to the fighting
in Cuba were the debarkation
camps of lower Florida.

There was understandable
dissatisfaction with this, since
despite President McKinley’'s
good intentions it would be
mostly northern troops who
would fight under General
Wheeler, while Wheeler's own
Alabamians were left behind. “It
might have been an accident that
the six regiments selected to suf-
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fer at Miami came from South-
ern states,” wrote Sergeant
Moses Koenigsberg of Mobile.
But some of the Southerners
wondered. In fact, the title of
Koenigsberg’s wartime book said
it all: Southern Martyrs.

Northeastern Alabama pro-
vided three companies for the
Alabama white regiments. A
fourth company became part of
the black battalion.

First to arrive at the Mobile
troop rendezvous was a newly
formed company from Decatur,
haphazardly thrown together at
ameeting on April 29, 1898. The
would-be soldiers elected
Osceola Kyle as their captain,
and he promptly telegraphed
Governor Joseph Johnston that

Tennesse Valley Stoneyard & Patio Shop, Inc.

If you can envision it,

we can build it!

Custom Stone Masonry, Garden Ponds,
Waterfalls, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces,
Retaining Walls, Patios, etc. Retail
Stone, Sales by the ton or the pound

If unique home & garden accesories
are what you are looking for...
you've found the right place!

Statuary, antiques, crafts,
stone carvings, patio accessories,
water plants, outdoor fountains and

much more!

The Most Unique Shopping Experience

7991 Highway 53 - Toney
256-858-9111
Conveniently located just 10 miles
north of Huntsville on Highway 53 - just 1/4
mile north of Wall Triana

AI p ha EState Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
X you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

M

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr


http://www.alphaestatesales.corr

Old Huntsville Page 46

night to offer their services.
Called the *Joe Johnston Rifles,”
the company, 76 strong, arrived
by rail at Mobile on May 1 and
were mustered into the Army
twelve days later. They became
Company E of the 1st Alabama
Infantry Regiment, with Osceola
Kyle appointed major and W. E.
Wallace replacing him as captain.

Next to reach Mobile were the
“Huntsville Rifles,” a militia unit
that had succeeded the old
“Madison Rifles” of Civil War
days. R. L. Hay was their cap-
tain, but he soon resigned and
was replaced by H. C. Laughlin.
The Huntsville men arrived on
May 3 and were mustered in as
Company F, 1st Alabama In-
fantry.

The third white unit from
northeast Alabamawas a rough-
neck assortment who called
themselves the "Jackson Volun-
teers.” Wrote Sergeant
Koenigsberg, “Attired in jeans
and homespun, the Jackson
County volunteers appeared at
the Mobile rendezvous as one of
the most realistically volunteer
commands that reported there.”
Circulars had been posted
across Jackson County inviting
patriotic citizens to gather at
Scottsboro for a meeting on April
30. The company was then
formed with Charles. Quintard
Beech chosen captain. The men
from “High Jackson” became
Company | of the 2nd Alabama
Infantry Regiment. The ‘Jackson

* FHA, VA, Conventional
« Slow Credit Programs

Fast Approvals
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Volunteers” acquired
something of a repu-
tation for rowdiness
and had more court-
martials than any
other company in
their regiment, but
this was only in keep-
ing with their rustic
character.

The African-
American company,
organized jointly by
Captain John Sheffey
of Huntsville and Dr.
Andrew Boyd of
Scottsboro, became
part of the Third Ala-
bama Volunteer Infan-
try (Colored). The
black Alabamians,
too, would be denied
service overseas.

The Alabama
white regiments were
soon sent on their way
to the camp at Miami.
However, the Florida
site was by no means
the pleasant resort
city of today. In fact, it
was little more than a
sandy stretch of beach
front studded with
palm trees and sharp-
pointed yucca plants.
The Southern regi-
ments were assigned
camping grounds with
little thought of sani-
tation.

The camp site had
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previously been declared unsuit-
able by army inspectors, but the
Army had gone ahead and sta-
tioned the troops there anyway.
Not surprisingly, many of, the
men would quickly fall prey to
disease. The carelessness of the
green soldiers made the situation
even worse, since they simply
dumped their refuse in conve-
nient low spots not far from the
wells where they drew their
drinking water. “Had the troops
at Miami been commanded by a
wise and firm officer,” wrote Ser-
geant Koenigsberg, “with any or-
dinary knowledge of sanitation,
there would have been no rea-
sonable complaint.”

Within weeks of arriving in
Miami, however, the death toll in
the camp would climb to more
than twenty. Most deadly was the
dreaded typhoid fever. The
Alabamians were “so far re-
moved from the theater of active
operations that they were not
even issued ball cartridges,”
noted Sergeant Koenigsberg. Yet
they suffered their casualtiesjust
as much as the soldiers at the
front.

The war with Spain lasted
less than three months. Nonethe-
less, it marked the beginning of
United States as a world power.
America emerged from the war
with an empire stretching from
the Philippine Islands to Puerto
Rico, and the country would

“The one who drives
when he’s been drinking

Depends on you to do
his thinking.”

Burma shave sign
from the 30's and 40's

Jack’s
Toy Store

Specializing in the service
& restoration of fine
British automobiles.

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama

never be the same.

This was little conso-
lation to the three men
from Jackson County
and the one from
Decatur who died of dis-
ease in the camps of
Florida. Probably hard-
est to bear for Alabama’s
frustrated patriots was
the fact that they had not
had the opportunity to
prove themselves in
battle. It is hard to feel
like a hero when you
didn’t even get to fire
your weapon.

Nevertheless,
Alabama’s Spanish-
American soldiers

earned our respect and
gratitude. They had
stepped forward to give
their very lives for their
country. They had
suffered silently with
patience, while the eyes
of America turned
elsewhere.
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Since we're in gardening
season, here are some of my
favorite (and mostly original)
planting tips.

* When you need ivy for
potting, and will be using quite
a bit of it for windowboxes, plant-
ers, etc. - buy a hanging basket
of it for around $ 12 or so - you
will find the length you need, as
well as the shape for hanging -
and there are usually 20-30
plants in one basket!

* That grey Spanish moss
that you buy in bags looks beau-
tiful when tucked around your
plants in containers or
windowboxes - it also helps keep
the moisture in. Leave part of it
hanging for good effect.

* Miracle Grow - the pow-
dered form that you use with
your sprayer - works great on all
plants and really makes a differ-
ence in growth and blooms.

* Don't plant trees that will
grow large too close to your home
- the roots will crack your foun-
dation years down the road.

* Anyone can make a beau-
tiful color bowl of flowers - start
with a “Spike” plant (available at
nurseries), put in right in the
middle, then fill in with smaller
flowers around the Spike, then
finish with hanging ivy or other
plants that hang and balance out
your taller plants.

* Silver plants make a strik-
ing contract in flower beds - in
fact, some herbs like curry have
a really pretty silver color.

* To make spiders and other
critters find homes somewhere
else, just spray them with the
cigar/cigarette juice you made
last month. They hate it.

* To keep your lawn healthy

and green during the hot sum-
mer months, don't mow too low
- keep the mowing level high.

* When you're out working
in your garden and don't want
to be bothered by mosquitos, rub
your exposed skin with a sheet
of Bounce before you go out.

* Have you noticed that when
you water your garden after adry
spell, you become surrounded by
bugs? That's because they get
thirsty, too, and are Just trying
to get a drink!

* Run your fingernails along
a bar of soap before you start
digging in your garden, and
they’ll be much easier to clean.

* To mow a sloped lawn buy
a pair of golf shoes with spikes
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for added traction. Always mow
crosswise and not up and down.

* Plain old table salt will kill
grass in your sidewalk cracks.

* Find an area in your gar-
den where you can bury your
vegetable and fruit scraps. You
will soon have dark, fertile soil.

* Do you lose your small gar-
den tools in the grass? Paint the
handles a really bright neon
color and you will spot them
more easily.

* Lazily curving planting ar-
eas around your home will gen-
erally look better than straight
lines.

* To keep the “goo” from your
pruning shears, spray first with
vegetable oil - it'll slide off.

* If you have small indoor
plants you want to water slowly,
take a paper cup and punch a
small hole in the side near the
bottom. Push it down about 1/2
inch into the soil and fill it with
water. This will work for your
larger outdoor plants as well.
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He Fought For His Freedom

John was afraid.

Afraid that his master would
catch him and return him to sla-
very or that the patrollers would
catch him and lock him in ajail
where he would be flogged for
running away. But his biggest
fear was running into some rov-
ing band of Confederate guerril-
las, who, if they guessed he was
on his way to Huntsville to join
the Union army, would sum-
marily execute him on the spot.
Lying hidden in the heavy foliage
next to the road while waiting for
another group of strangers to
pass, he let his thoughts wander.

Yesterday he had been a slave
on the Jackson plantation in
Limestone County, laboring as a
black smith. Though only 25
years old, he had been married
twice. The first marriage, to a
woman on a nearby plantation,
had ended abruptly when her
master sold her out of state. His
next marriage had produced no
feelings ofendearment and it was
with no remorse that he left her
behind when he decided to run
away.

The Emancipation Proclama-
tion, a document freeing all
slaves in the rebellious territo-
ries, was almost a year old when
John heard of it. The Union gov-
ernment, while giving lip service
to the document, had proved
strangely ambiguous about en-
forcing it. There were many cases
where runaway slaves had been
returned to their masters by the
northern troops.

Strangely enough, though
Huntsville was occupied, most of
the outlying plantations contin-
ued the practice of slavery.

John had dreamed about
freedom all of his life and when
he heard that the Union army
was recruiting black soldiers, he
quickly made up his mind to

enlist. Along with two others he
began the trek to Huntsville.

A recruiting office had been
opened on the north side of the
courthouse square. Towns-
people, already incensed that the
Yankees would have the gall to
enlist Tories, scalawags and
other traitors, were now horri-
fied when they learned that
blacks were to be enlisted also.
Every day the opposite street cor-
ner on the square, known as
“Secesh Corner,” would be
crowded with people jeering at
the ex-slaves waiting to become
soldiers. Now and then a detach-
ment of Yankees would wade into

the crowd and, amid loud curses
and occasional pricks of the
bayonet, cause them to disperse.

The small group of black,
would-be soldiers however, stood
resolutely at the door of the of-
fice waiting for it to open. Re-
gardless of the taunts or threats,
they were determined to wear the
blue uniform and earn their free-
dom.

Official documents show that
John was enlisted as a member
of the 110th U.S. Colored Infan-
try on Dec. 30, in Huntsville. As
John, like all the other ex-slaves,
had no last name, he was en-
listed as John Jackson, that be-
ing the surname of his master.

Of the almost 4000 black
troops from North Alabama that
enlisted in the Union army,
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records show that fewer than 75
could sign their name. The rest
simply made their “mark” on the
enlistment rolls.

After a short training period
at Nashville and Pulaski, Tenn.,
John Jackson and 450 other
black troops were assigned to
protect the railroads in and
around Athens, Ala. These rail-
ways were essential for the
Union’s supply and communi-
cation lines, a point that the Con-
federacy was well aware of.

The North had made it a
point to garrison North Alabama
with ex-slaves from this region,
and the South, fearing that this
action would inspire other slaves
to take up arms, retaliated by
treating captured black soldiers
as runaway slaves.

A fact often ignored by mod-
ern historians is the treatment
of black prisoners of war when
they were captured by the South-
ern troops. The South refused,
for the most part, to recognize
them as soldiers. When captured
they were treated as runaway
slaves and often times sold back
into slavery, if they were lucky.
Many times they were simply
killed.

In the spring of 1864, Gen-
eral Nathan Bedford Forrest had
attacked and captured the Union
stronghold at Fort Pillow. In the
ensuing bedlam hundreds of
black soldiers were brutally mur-
dered, some with their hands
raised in surrender. Though it
was later proven that the South-
ern troops acted without
Forrest's consent, the massacre
had the effect ofterrorizing black
troops everywhere.

About six months later, when
Forrest and his army appeared
on the outskirts of Athens, John
Jackson and his fellow black
soldiers knew they could expect
no mercy.

Every soldier in the garrison
knew it would not only be a fight
for their freedom, but for their
very lives, also.

They spent the day and night
of Sept. 23 reinforcing their al-
ready strong position. The fort
they were defending consisted of
earthen works, 180 by 450 feet,
surrounded by palisades and a
deep ditch. Itwas considered by
many to be one of the strongest
forts in the area.

enefit
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Early the next morning, while
the ground was still wet with the
night's dew, the Confederates
began bombarding the fort with
artillery. The cannonade lasted
for almost two hours, with about
60 shells being aimed at the de-
fenders.

Inside the fort little damage
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was done, although one man was
killed and several wounded.
Jackson was one of the men
wounded, suffering a minnie-ball
to his leg. When the shelling
ceased, Forrest sent an emissary,
under a white flag, demanding
the fort be surrendered. The
commander of the Union fort, a
Col. Campbell, refused, whereas
Forrest asked to speak to him in
person.

Forresttold Campbell that he
intended to take the fort and he
had the men to do it with. Tell-
ing the Union officer that he had
nearly ten thousand troops be-
sieging the fort, Forrest invited
him to ride around his lines and
see for himself.

However, Forrest had less
than halfthat number of troops,
but was able to maneuver his
troops in a manner that made
them appear greater in numbers.

Returning to the fort,
Campbell ordered it prepared for
surrender. As word of the sur-
render swept through the garri-
son, the officers and men of the
Union’s 110th Colored Infantry
became outraged, with many re-
fusing to give up their arms.
Some officers had to threaten to
shoot their own men in order to
disarm them.

The black troops, many with
tears in their eyes, demanded
that they be allowed to fight on
rather than surrender to Forrest
and the Confederates.

With the flag lowered and
their guns taken from them, the
black troops finally had no
choice but to surrender.

The officers of the garrison,
well aware ofthe fate awaiting the
black troops, later wrote an an-
gry letter to their superiors in
Washington condemning
Campbell for the surrender.

Jackson, limping painfully
on his wounded leg, was
marched with the others out of
the fort, where the hungry and
ragged Confederate troops
waited. Immediately, the gray-

clad soldiers fell upon the pris-
oners, robbing them of their
clothes and rations. Any black
who dared protest was beaten.

The prisoners were lined up
on Browns Ferry Road, where
with two columns of mounted
cavalry guarding them, they be-
gan their painful trek back into
slavery. After a three day march
through the Shoals and
Tuscumbia, the prisoners
reached Cherokee Station, a rail-
way depot about eight miles this
side of the Mississippi line. Al-
most starving, and suffering
from wounds and exposure, the
prisoners loaded aboard dilapi-
dated cattle cars.

Jackson later recalled that
the only food they had to eat were
the scraps that had been left in
the cars from feeding cattle.

Upon reaching Meridian,
Miss., the prisoners were sepa-
rated, with the white soldiers
sent to a Confederate prison at
Cahaba and the white officers
sent to Enterprise, Ala. to await
exchange. The blacks were
loaded onto another train.

Despite the fact that Forrest
had given his word to treat the
captured blacks as POWs, many
cruel ties were perpetuated. Al-
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though there are no reports to
describe what happened, there
are numerous records of blacks
being captured in other battles
and sold back into slavery, or in
many cases, executed.

Of the almost 450 black sol-
diers that had been captured in
Athens, less than two hundred
arrived in Mobile, their final des-
tination. No one has ever deter-
mined what happened to the oth-
ers. Somewhere, on the trek
from Athens to Mobile, almost
250 blacks disappeared from the
face of the earth.

At this time, Mobile was un-
der siege by the Federal fleet and
all the blacks, freedmen and
slaves alike, had been pressed
into service, working on the for-
tifications. With the arrival of
“Forrest’s Niggers,” the im-
pressed workers were returned
to their masters while the newly
arrived prisoners took their
place.

For the next several months,
the prisoners, many still wear-
ing the remnants of their blue
uniforms, were subjected to the
harshest forms of cruelty. While
the ordinary slave had his mas-
ter to protect him, the prisoners
had no one. With their blue uni-
form and their black skin they
seemed to represent everything
the South lived in fear of.

One captured soldier, a Pri-
vate Howard, later told of the
men being whipped whenever
they faltered in their work, often
by their own fellow prisoners
who were ordered to administer
the lashings. With the diet of
mule meat and corn meal they
were being fed, few of the pris-
oners were in any shape to re-
sist.

Often the prisoners were
forced to line up for inspection
by plantation owners who were
looking for their runaway slaves.
If the master recognized any of
then), they were immediately re-
turned to him where they would

be cruelly whipped or beaten as
an example to any other slave
who might have ideas of running
away.

Gen. Robert E. Lee's surren-
der at Appomattox brought to an
end the Civil War, but ironically,
John Jackson and his fellow
prisoners would continue to toil
as slaves for another three
months. The Union officer who
took charge of Mobile, fearful of
a black uprising, couldn't decide
what to do with them!

When finally released, Jack-
son, though still crippled from
the minnie-ball in his leg, was
sent to Nashville and reunited
with the remnants of the 110th
Colored Infantry, which was once
again sent to Huntsville for gar-
rison duty.

While at Huntsville, the regi-
ment was mustered out and
Jackson returned home. Upon
arrival he discovered that his
wife had married another man,
so he married the widow of one
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of his companions who had en-
listed with him.

Although John was now a
free man he was still shackled
by the name of his former mas-
ter, Jackson, a constant re-
minder of his life as a slave.

One of the few good memo-
ries he had as a child was that of
the daughter of his master who
had always treated him kindly.
She had married a Dawson, and
to honor her, John also took the
name Dawson.

John Dawson settled on a
small piece of land just a few
miles from the plantation from
which he had fled. For the rest
of his life, until he died in 1905,
his proudest possession was a
discharge paper attesting to his
service in the United States
Army.

One piece of torn, yellowed
paper, to prove that he had
fought for his freedom.
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Letter From a
Yankee Soldier

From the Nashville Union, Saturday,
March 12, 1864,
From Huntsville, Alabama

March 5, 1864

A few notes from this department of
the army may be interesting to your nu-
merous readers.

This town of Huntsville is truly the
gem of the Southern Confederacy. It is a
most charming and delightful place. It is
beautifully situated in the centre ofa rich
and enterprising population. Notwith-
standing the horrors ofwar, it is still im-
posing and attractive. The mansions of
the wealthy nabobs vie in picturesque
splendor, with the lordly residences of
European aristocrats. The Methodists
have a magnificent Female College, in fact
it is the finest structure of the kind | have
ever seen.

Jerry Clemens resides here. He is a
brilliant lawyer, and voluminous author.
The fearless and patriotic Nick Davis stays
here. This also was the home of the noble
Lane, who kept the grand old flag float-
ing from his house in the darkest days of
rebellion.

And now what of our present camp?
It is one ofthe finest, in all respects, which
we have ever occupied. The water is
excellent and abundant. T\vo regiments
of the brigade are encamped on the slope
ofa large field, almost clear of timber, and
beautiful for situation. The sanitary
condition of the troops is all that we can
desire.

The birth of the Father of his Country
was celebrated by appropriate ceremonies
in the beautiful rooms if the Huntsville
Hotel. Though the design of the celebra-
tion was unknown a few days before, still
the occasion was full of interest and
enthusiasm. Peals of bells ushered in the
morning, salvos of cannon resounded at
noon. And the bands discoursed
patriotic airs.

The contrabands are collecting here
by the hundreds. Much has been said as
to their future. Our land cannot do with-

out them.

A detachment of the 15th Tennessee Colored Infantry
arrived today. They are a splendid set of fellows, and their
soldier bearing won the admiration of all.

The Sanitary and Christian commissions have branch
offices here, and are doing a noble work for the soldiers of
the Union. Though authorized by the Government, it is
not a Government institution. Since its formation, it has
disbursed four hundred thousand dollars in money, and
distributed seven million dollars worth of hospital sup-
plies.

We don't know how long we will be in this garden of
Eden but it truly a wonderful place.

GLENN W. CAMPBELL

PHOTOGRAPHY J
2905 Bob Wallace Ave, Suite B, Huntsville, AL 35805
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Implant or Cosmetic
Dentistry Questions?

Experience Does Matter

Contact Dr. John Hoar, DMD

Center for Implant & Cosmetic Dentisry

Log on to www.changingsmiles.com
or Call 1-800-539-1471


http://www.changingsmiles.com
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| ewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store....

The Way You Remember Them

222 \Washington St - 539-5777



------ Tennessee Valley------
Vascular Consultants, P.C

Dedicated to delivering comprehensive patient care throughout
North Alabama and the Tennessee Valley

® % 420 Lowell Drive, Suite 500 - Huntsville, Al. 35801 Ron C. Johnson, M.D., F.A.C.S.
r( /\A I Office (256) 265-7480 Fax (256) 265-7481 Tracy A. Lowery, M.D., F.A.C.S.
\4 ) Toll Free 866-879-TVVC (8882) Fred S. Stucky, 111, M.D., F.A.C.S.

Practice Limited to Vascular Surgery - Most insurance plans accepted
including Medicare, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, & Medicaid

PRESS RELEASE: Tennessee Valley Vascular Consultants, P.C., Peripheral Vascular Labo-
ratory has attained recognition for its commitment to providing a high level of patient care and quality
testing for the diagnosis of vascular disease. The facility achieved accreditation by the Intersocietal
Commission for the Accreditation of Vascular Laboratories (ICAVL).

Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in the United States, costing society over
83.7 billion dollars each year in health services, medications and lost work time due to disability.
Stroke, a disorder of the blood supply to the brain, is the third leading cause of death and disability in
this country, with 500,000 new strokes occurring annually.

One American dies every 32 seconds of cardiovascular disease, disorders of the heart and
blood vessels. Each year, 2 million people in the United States alone develop deep vein thrombosis -
blood clots in the veins. This affliction becomes life threatening for 500,000 of those people when the
blood clot breaks loose and travels to the lungs.

Early detection of these life-threatening vascular diseases is possible through the use of
noninvasive vascular testing techniques performed within vascular laboratories.

Tennessee Valley Vascular Consultants, P.C., Peripheral Vascular Laboratory located in
Huntsville, AL, is one of a select number of vascular laboratories in the United States, Canada and
Puerto Rico to meet or exceed the ICAVL standards for noninvasive vascular testing. During the
accreditation process, every aspect of the laboratory’s daily operations and its impact on the quality of
health care provided to patients is assessed and reviewed. While completing the application, labora-
tories are required to identify and correct potential problems, revising protocols and validating quality
assurance programs.

Participation in the accreditation process demonstrates the laboratory’s attention to a high level of
patient care and quality testing. ICAVL accreditation is valid for a period of three years.

The ICAVL is a non-profit organization established with the support of eleven medical societies
including physicians, technologists and sonographers that represent medical specialties including
cardiology, neurology, radiology, vascular medicine, vascular surgery, neurosurgery, internal medi-
cine and biology. Call today for more information. (256) 265-7480



