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| Daddy had always wanted to
be a gentleman farmer. Mama
said that even when she fiirst met
him he was always full of dreams
about moving to some exotic
m place like Allabama.
Daddy would have the chance
e to live his dream when he was
transferred to Huntsville but he
and Marna soon found out there
was more to country life than
just living there.
It was an experience none of
us would ever forget!
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Thanksgiving
on the Old
Plantation

by Warren Kimcaid
as told to Tom Carney

Daddy had always wanted to
be a gentleman farmer. Mama
said that even when she first met
him lie was always lull ofelrealns
about moving to some exotio
place where lie could lie the mas
ter ofhis own land and sit on (he
porch with his morning cup of
coffee, watching the crops grow.
Unfortunatielly, being a gentleman
farmer in Newark, New Jerszy,
with its miles ofbrick apartment
buildings and factories, was a
difficult dream to even contem-
plate. He had never been outside
of Newark in his lite and the clos-
est he ever cainc to seeing a farm
was in a travelogue magazine.

Daddy was (e smartest man
I ever knew, and possibly the
most eccentric He always wore
old-fashioned while shirts, with
starched collars, and carried a
cane. The cane, Daddy would
explain, was the mark ol a gem He-
man. Dimner had to be served
every evening at exactly 6:30, lol
lowed by exactly 30 minutes of
family discussion of the day’s
events. At exactly 7:30 each
evening the radio would be
turned on for exactly thirty min-
utes. On the first Friday of each

month we would go to a restau-
rant for dinner, leaving at ten
minutes after six, and arriving
at exactly 6.30. Daddy had a
copy ofthe restaurant menu and
would spend hours figmring ex-
actly how long it would take to
prepare the food and serve us so
we could arrive back home at
exactly the right time.

[ic year 1952 was a memo-
i able one for our family. I turned
Hili fecu, and became atemager,
and Daddy got an offfer to trans-
lei lo one of the exotic places he
had always dreamed of - Hummits-
ville, Allabama. Daddy was a
chemist and worked for a Uni-
versity research lab that was
under contract with the gowem-
ment lo research various types
of rocket fuel. Wihen someone
decided the research should be
consolidated to Redstone Awrse-
nal, Daddy was ecstatic.

'flic day Daddy received the
word of the tramsfer, he came
home loaded down with pack-
ages. Affter telling Mama and me
to wait in the parlor, he went into
the bedroom. A few minutes later
he emerged, dressed in a white
suit topped off with a white
“planter’s” hat that really looked
more hke a white cowboy hat.
“This is the way gentlemen plant-
ers dress in Alkbama,” he ex-
plained.

Wihen I kept casting dubious
looks at the cowboy hat, he re-
assured us that he would pur-
chase “a real one” once we got to
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Huntsville.

Affier much discussion it was
decided that Mama and I would
stay at her sister's home while
Daddy went on ahead “to scout
the territory out.” He figmred he
would rent a “plantation” for the
first year and later, after he “got
the lay of the land,” would pur-
chase one.

The months after Daddy’s
departure was a whirlwind of
activity, made even worse by
Daddy’s endless list of supplies
he was sure we would need at
our new home. Mama and I had
to go to New Yark to find the rub-
ber boots, sun helmets and mos-
quito nettimg,

The first thing Mama and I
noticed after stepping off the
train in Humtsville was the
scorching heat. It was like some-
thing out of Dante’s infexrno, with
the temperature easily topping
the hundred-degree mark.
Mama had spent hours on the
train doing her hair and powder-
ing her face but within minutes
it was a shambles as rivulets of
sweat began running down her
carefully applied makeup.

Daddy was standing on the
platform anxiously waiting for
us. He had changed in the few
months since we last saw him.
He now looked like an earlier
version of Colonel Sanders, com-
plete with the white suit, white
goatee and black string tie. For-
tunately though, he had lost the

white planter’s hat somewhere
along the way.

Daddy was bursting with ex-
citement as he loaded us into the
car. He liked his new job, had
met several nice people but most
importantly he had found us a
home on a place called Hobbs
Island Road. Mama and I had
spent hours poring over old
travel books looking at old plan-
tation homes and, in our minds,
knew exactly what our new
house would look like.

Affter driving for what seemed
like an eternity we turned off
onto a deeply rutted dirt path,
hemmed in all sides by mon-
strous trees and vines. Finally
Daddy stopped, and said
proudlly, “There she is!”

Mama and I looked at the
house for a long moment, and
finally she turned to me with a
look that said “don’t say a word!”

Daddy sensed our disap-
pointment, but explained that
“real plantation houses” were in
short demand at that time.

The house was fairly large,
with a firont porch running all the
way across the front. At one time
it had been painted white but
now it was more ofa dingy brown
except in places where old
boards had fallen off and new
ones had been nailed in their
place.

Mama was never a woman of
many words but as Daddy
showed her around the new
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homestead she had even less to
say. Affter Daddy showed her the
well where she could draw wa-
ter and the cook stove that was
fed by wooden logs, she finally
ungritted her teeth long enough
to ask where the ladies’ room
was. Daddy was quiet for a long
time before finally turnming his
gaze toward a small wooden
building standing a the rear of
the back yard.

Mama looked at it for a long
time, trying to figure out ifDaddy
was playing a joke on her. When
she realized he wasn't, she or-
dered me into the bedroom. She
and Daddy were going to have a
talk.

Somehowr, Daddy managed to
convince Miama that it wasn't as
bad as it appeared. It would only
be temporary, he promised, un-
til they could find the perfect
plantation. Despite Mama’s mis-
givings she tried to make the best
of it. She learned to build a fire
in the cook stove, and after the
billowing smoke had cleared
from the house, would try her
best to cook on it. Affter a while
we got used to everything being
either well done or rare, and the
smoky smell wasn't that bad.

Our closest neighbors were
the Jacksons who lived about a
half mile from us. Mrs. Jackson
was a godsend for Mama. She
had lived on a farm all her life
and could do ewerything from
wringing a chicken’s neck to
washing clothes in a wash pot
over a fire. Her specialty was
sweet potato pies and she always

had several waiting for anyone
who happened to visit. She tried
to teach Mama how to make
them but finally gave up. “Some
people just ain’'t born for the
country,” she would say as Mama
struggled over the wood stove.

Daddy could never get used
to local customs. In all the books
he had read, farms and planta-
tions had names, so Daddy de-
cided that our place would be
called the Kimcaid Plantation. He
wrote all of our friends back
home and instructed them that
the new address was: Kimcaid
Plantation, Hobbs Island Road.

Several months went by and
no mail came. Finally Daddy
stopped the mailman one day
and asked ifhe had any mail for
the Kimcaid’'s. The mailman re-
plied no.

“Do you have any for the
Kimcaid Plantation?” The mail-
man said yes.

Exasperated, Daddy asked,
“Well, why don’t you leave it in
the box?”

“Cant,” the mailman replied,
“ain’t no plantation around
here.”

I still don't know how Daddy
resolved that.

That same summer Daddy
decided we needed to stock our
“plantation” with livestock. One
look at the cows and horses at
the stock barn convinced us they
were too big to fit in the car, so
in the end Daddy bought 50 baby
chickens, a goat and a turkey. A
man at the barn had a dog he
was trying to get rid of, so we
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loaded it into the car as well.
Affter we got home the dog
made a beeline underneath the
house where he stayed the whole
time we lived there. The only
time he ever came out was late
at night when he would invari-
ably tangle with a skunk before
retreating back under the house.
Affter a while the whole house
began to take on a peculiar odor.
The man al the stock barn had
said lie was a good guard dog but
we could ncvei fligure out what
he was guardimg.
fhe goat (Daddy gave it a
name but I can't repeat it here)
was the most destructive animal
to ever set foot in Mladison
Countly. It would tear the clothes
off the clothesline, chew up any-
thing left on the porch and if it
got really bored, would tear open
the screen door and rampage
through the house. Daddy finally
tried to give it away but Mr. Jack-
sonjustlaughed. “| wouldn’t take
that crazy goat for anything."
Mirs. Jackson was much
more practical. “Goat slew." she
would say under her breath
Many scholars say dial every
man has a cross to beat in this
world, and in Daddy’s case, it
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was an overgrown, mean and
cantankerous turkey. Mama and
I named it OI' Tom for fear Daddy
would name it something much
more descriptive. As soon as we
got home from the stock barn
that day Of Tom stepped out of
the car, took a few steps, looked
around at his new home and then
turned to Daddy as if saying, “All
right - now come on out and
fight!”

It was apparent from the very
beginning (hat Ol' Tom had a
grudge against Daddy. Every
morning Daddy would go out on
the front porch with a cup of cof-
fee, and as soon as OI' Tom heard
the siffleen door slam, he would
barrel around the house like a
footbsill liilicbacker intent on may-
hem. The only thing OlI' Tom
seemed to understand was a
stick ol firewood that Daddy got
in [lic habit of carrying every time
he stepped outdoors.

[ Ju fortunatielly, Ol' Tom would
hide and watch and, as soon as
Daddy laid the stick of wood
down, would attack. It was about
this time that I noticed Daddy
was starting to sound like Mrs.
Jackson. He would stand in front
of'the window and watch Ol' Tom
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pecking in the front yard while
muttering “..... Thanksgiving
dinner.”

That fall we got a letter say-
ing that Mama’s sister and
brother-in-law were going to
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visit. They would arrive at the
train depot on Thanksgiving day.
Mama was apprehensive - she
still couldnt cook on the wood
stove, the house was a wreck and
it was almost dangerous for
strangers to enter the front yard
when the goat and OI' Tom were
around.

Daddly, however, was excited
about showing his Narthern kin
the joys of Southern country liv-
ing. He spent weeks planning
every little detail and drawing up
charts showing what time he
would pick them up, what time
they would get back from the
depot and what time we would
sit down for dinner.

In a perverse sort of way,
Daddy had been looking forward
to Thanksgiving all year long. It
was also time to settle scores
with OI' Tom.

The day before Thanksgijving
we woke to the sound of ham-
mering and sawing. Daddy was
on the front porch building a
large wooden box. As we
watched, he showed us how he
would prop the box up on a stick
which had a long string tied to
it. When OI' Tom went under the
box to get the corn, Daddy ex-
plained. he would jerk the strimg,
From there it would be just a
short step to the dinner table.

Even the best laid plans can
go awry, however. Daddy placed

the box in the yard, baited it with
corn and climbed a nearby tree
where he perched precariously
on a limb while holding the string
in his hand. Umflertunately he
had chosen the same tree that
OI' Tom had decided to roost in.
01' Tom, deciding that Daddy
was trespassimg, lit into him like
a miniature hurricane. Daddly,
with both arms flailing, tumbled
from the tree, tearing his shirt
in the process, and landed in (lie
only large mud puddle for miles
around.

No one could ever accuse
Daddy of not being persistent.
For the rest of the day he moved
the box from one location to an-
other, trying to outfox OI' Tom.
The turkey would walk up to the
box, peck at the string a few
times and then turn to Daddy
with a disdainful look. Affter
Daddy would move the box
again, Ol' Tom would go back
and eat the corn left behind.

As the morning wore on
Daddy’s patience began to wear
thin. Finallly, realizing the box
trap was not going to work, he
went to the Jackson’s where he
borrowed a shotgun. Daddy had
never fired a gun before and was
not what most people would call
a marksman. For the rest of the
afternoon he and OI' Tom chased
one another all over the propentty.
Whenever Daddy would fire, the
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turkey would run, but when he
stopped to reload OF Tom would
launch another terrorist attack.
Mama and I were watching out
the window and every time
Daddy would run by with the
shotgun, we would duck to get
out of the line of fire.

Finally Daddy had run out ol
shells and OF Tom was still peck-
ing around in the front yard. But
Daddy was still not ready to give
up.

Late that afternoon he took a
ball of twine out into the yard
and after bending some bushes
over, made some snares which
he placed on the ground. The
idea, Daddy explained, was that
OF Tom would come along, peck
at the corn and be caught by the
snare. Daddy was extremely
proud as he told us how Indians
used to use the same method to
catch their game. Thinking that
if one snaie would work, lic fig,
tired a lol would woi k even bet
ter, so lie placed [ hem .ill .I} otind
the house and ill Ive

Early the next mot iilng; w< .ill
rushed to the window. lo 1<ua
what had happened | lie «n.n
had worked beautifully Daddy
had caught three chicken:, and
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one rabbit but OF Tom was still
pecking around the yard, paus-
ing every so often to give a look
of disgust at Daddy who was
standing on the porch.

Daddy had to rush and get
ready to go to town; he wasn’t
sure which train Amnat Mae and
Uncle Mac were coming in on. In
the meantime Mama was in the
kitchen saying words [ was not
supposed to hear. The wood
stove had chosen to act up again
and was billowing clouds of
smoke throughout the house.

When Mama asked Daddy
what we were going to have for
dinner lie cast a long glance out
the window at the chickens dan-
gling upside down. “We'll have
fried chicken. It can't be that
hard."

Alllci Daddy left for town
Mama got (he ax and I got one of
the chickens and stretched its
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neck across a piece of firewood.
Mamma raised the ax, then low-
ered it slowly before once again
raising it up above her head
where she held it for a long time.
Affter what seemed like the long-
est time, Mama threw the ax
down while talking to herself“.....
no way!”

Motioning me to follow her,
Mama went into the house where
she set down at the table and
wrote a long note. Affier sealing
it in an envelope she told me to
take it over to the Jacksons.

Mrs. Jackson read the note
and burst out laughing. Affter
showing the note to her husband,
she told me to go on back home
and tell Miama they would be
there in a little while.

In about an hour the
Jacksons showed up. Mrs. Jack-
son was like a whirlwind as she
adjusted the damper on the stove
and opened all the windows to
let the smoke out. Sniffing at the
strange odor we had become ac-
customed to, she said, “You got
a skunk around here.” Wiithout
further ado she rummaged
through Mama’s pantry until she
found some apples and oranges,
which she threw into a pot of

Pearson's
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simmering water along with a
few bits of nutmeg, Wiithin min-
utes the house smelled like some
expensive restaurant back home
in Newark.

Mr. Jackson took the ax and
went outside and a short while
later there was firied chicken
cooking on the stove. While Mrs.
Jackson prepared the green
beans, potatoes and stuffing, Mr.
Jackson disappeared into the
nearby woods. Miimutes later he
returned with holly and mistle-
toe which he arramged over the
fireplace. Witth the pieces left over
Mrs. Jackson made an arrange-
ment for the dinner table. Next
she found a box of candles, and
after turning offall the lights ex-
cept for a small lamp next to the
firont door, she placed them stra-
tegically around the room. Wiith
the flickering candles, fire in the

l
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fireplace and subdued lighting,
the old house actually looked
almost elegant if you squinted
your eyes just right.

Affter running Mama out of
the kitchen a half dozen times,
Mrs. Jackson finally ordered her
to go fix her hair and get ready
for the compamy. Miama was al-
ways a beautiful woman but
when she came out of the bed-
room that day she would have
turned the head of a blind man.
She was dressed as if she was
going to a Broadway play, com-
plete with long gloves and a
strand of pearls around her
neck.

Mrs. Jackson gave her a glass
of eggnog and ordered her into
the living room. Then she looked
at me and asked if I had a suit.
When I replied yes, she ordered
me to go put it on.

I've oft('ii wished [ could have
known exactly what Daddy Hist
thought when lic got home ili.il
afternoon with Aunt Mac and
Uncle Mac. | Jog w.c. lying, on the
front porch chewing a bane.ndl
the goat was munching happily

l Winike
Send us your stories to be piil
0 lished in OId Huntsville. Storios
must be about Huntsville and have
factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:

Old Humtsville - 716 East
I clinton, Huntsvllle, Al. 3580

on some fresh hay. Even OI' Tom
seemed peaceful for a change.
When Daddy got out of the car,
holding a piece of firewood just
in case, OI' Tom just looked at
him and comatinued about his
business.

Miama and I were sitting on
the sofa listening to the radio as
if we didn't have a care in the
world when they walked in. Aunt
Maac’s ffirst words were, “It's like
a picture out of a magazine!”
Daddy just stood there with his
mouth open. When Mrs. Jackson
came in to serve eggnog, Daddy
swallowed it so fast I thought he
was going lo choke.

Looking back on it, more
than a half century later, it was
one of (he most hilarious eve-
nings | have ever spent. At exactly
6:30 Miis. Jackson told us that
dinner was on the table. Aumt
Mae had lo taste everything and
kepi complementing Mama on
Ilie i eeipes. Uncle Mac could not
«llop talking about how lucky we
weie to live on a real plantation
and wanted to know every little
detail of our lives. Mimna handled
the questions easilly, passing
them off to Daddy by explaining
that he was the one who did
everything,

| have often thought that Mr.
Jackson must have been stand-
ing at the kitchen door listening,
for as soon as the questions
started getting awkward, he ap-
peared with another pitcher of
eggnog. “My special recipe!” He
said with a wink. In about an

LawHoRN

ASSOCIATES

LOAN AMOUNT MONTHLY PYMT.
$100,000.00 $408.24
$200,000.00 $816.48
$300,000.00 $1224.72 v
Rattes effective 07/27/03 based) on 1 year ARM & subject to change.
539-0555

WWAKLIaWiRGHHTnO It e Ay, CO M

1-888-736-5319
AmSouth Camnker
200 Cilinton Ave, Swiite 509
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Stamlieo's
Sub Villa

Phone In your order and it will be
ready at our Call-In window,
(usually 15 minutes)

Ower 31 different Subs to
choose from!

Two convenient locations to serve voe,
607 Jordan Lane  837:7238
602 Governors Drive536-6585

Opeii 7 Days Weekly

Monday-Friday 2:00am« KO Q00
Saturday 10:00am-1¢:U0pm
Sunday 11t 009700 byais

.

Lumpkin Stained Glass

Custom Designs
Repairs & Supplles
Free Estimates



http://www.lawhornmortgagecompany.com
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hour everyone (except for me)
was in a holiday mood.

When Aumt Mae asked about
the plans for the following day,
Mama informed everyone we
were going to visit Rock City, and
then spend a couple of days in
Chattanooga. She explained that
Awnt Mae and Uncle Mac could
catch the train home from there.
Daddy gave a funny look to
Mama and asked what time we
were going to leave in the morn-
ing.

“Early,” Mama said, “Real
earlly. Before daylight.”

The Jackson's stayed long
enough to do the dishes and
when they started to leave Mama
and [ walked out to the yard with
them. Miama thanked them over
and over again. “Don’t think
nothing about it.” Mr. Jackson
grinned as he looked at the two
fifty dollar bills in his hand. “It's
a whole lot easier than picking
cotton!”

As they started to walk away
Mrs. Jackson turned to Mama.
“Honey, I don't mean to hurt your
feelings but you don’t belong in
the country!”

We left the next mormimg, be-
fore daylight, to see Rock City.
It's surprising how good an old
house can look in the dark.
Daddy and Uncle Mac spent the
next several days sight-seeing
while Mama and Ammt Mae
shopped and had their hair
done. When Mama turned on the
hot water in our hotel bathroom
and stood there watching it, I
knew our days on the farm were
numbered.

We moved to town shortly af-
terwards, to a house with run-
ning water, a gas stove and in-
door plumbimg. Daddy gave the
chickens and the goat to the
Jackson’s. I'm pretty sure Mrs.
Jackson made goat stew. The
dog never came out from under
the porch again, and as far as I
know, may still be there.

And OI' Tom? No one could

ever catch him and the last I saw
of him he was still scratching
around in the yard. Even todawy,
whenever I drive down Hobb's
Island Road I sometimes catch
a glimpse of something in the c
bushes and wonder....
Sometimes traditions can be
born under the most unusual
circumstances. In my family we ‘
have a holiday tradition that goes :
all the way back to 1952. iL
Every year, for Thanlksgiivimg,

we eat out.

[ 4

“This morning when | went
to put on my underwear, |
could hear the Fruit of the

Parties, Weddings, Special I'yents
By appointment only

RON Cool'Hi j

Loom guys laughing at
me."” MARK KIMBROUGH
Rodney Daingerfield 2318 PANSY St !

HUNTSNH.It At 35801

ALABAMA

COIN & SILVER CO. f
BUYING - SELLING - TRADING

ESTATE APPRAISALS Ml
Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner E&i
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave. I\ &

Huntsville, Alabama

883-0187
4300 Whitesburg Drive
5337599
800 Hotrmes Ave. five Points
464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Caterll!
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Massacre at
Muscle Shoals

The war between the Cherokee Imdians and the
United States is now virtually forgotten, but it was
bloody enough when it happened. The conflict came
about in part because the Cherokees had supported
the British during the American Rewolution, but it
actually was more the result of American settlers
encroaching on Cherokee territony. Even after the
war supposedly ended in 1785, some of the Chero-
kees continued to fight for another ten years. A little
over two hundred years ago a group of travelers lost
their lives to these holdouts in our own Tennessee
Valley.

The Knoxville Gazette of Knoxville, Tennessee,
reported the bloody encounter in its issue of July
17, 1794:

“On the 9th of Jume, a boat commonly called
Scott’s boat, left this place for Natchez on board
which were Wiillliam Scott, John Pettigrew, Jfames
Pettigrew, Mhi. laic. Mi Young, Joiin Harkins, three
women, tom children and 1"’ Negl ocs "t he boat was
loaded with seveial lons ol pots, kettles, cast iron
ware, and othei waluable property. As this boat
passed down the Temnessee River, it was fired upon
by the lower Cherokees, al the Running Water town,
and at the Long Island village, wiithout receiving any
injury; on the other hand, the lire was returned, and
two Indians wounded.

“A large party ofabout 150 Imdians then collected,
headed by Unicata (the same who was wounded in
the attack upon Buchanan’s Station In September,
1792) and pursued the settlers to the Muscle Shoals;
where they boarded the boat and killed all the white
persons, made prisoners of the Negroes, and plun-
dered the boat of its loading; but

Old Humetsville Page 13

Wambed

Wamman with calm disposition. Mimst be
experienced with children and at managing
a farm. Will consider marriage. Apply at this
office. T. A. Beshears

from 1877 newspaper

Enjoy Outdoor i
Living -
Indoors!
|
ik
| !
GUARANTEED l “
LOWEST . i
PRICES OF '
THE YEAR! | | ebs e Raioiur .
Emy!hmngU ’
« No Miomey — -
bewi  Design & Remwedikllinge Camsders

Humntsyville

2832 Jordan L Laild
FEh dopn Loce HORHTL AP

Independently owned and operated

not without resistance on the part
ofthe people on board, who killed
three Indians and wounded a
fiounrth.

“It may not be improper to
i emind our readers, that the free
aiid unmolested navigation of the
ilver Temnessee, by the citizens of
[lie Umited States, is secured to
them by the Treaty of Hollstom.”

lronicallly, Muscle Shoals was
then in the Chickasaw Nation -
li .ulllional enemies of the Chero-
k{is, and Unicata’s warriors had
o v ad hack up river or risk los-
ing, llieli own scalps.

call far FREE

Oretycaat
TERRYIS |

"Home affthe Chicago Style Pizza"

DE L IVERY) 9034 Parkway SW

FREE 9%
PI1774A !

(Same or fewer toppings)
With Purchasa of 16" Pizza
Two or more toppings

DELIVERY » GARRY-DUT ¢ DINE IK
Hot Valid With Any Diftdr Goupen Or Spacial.
QOna Coupon Por Drder »

SINCE 1959

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon., Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

536-3389 539-3467

3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial
Across from Post Office Plwy NW

Haysland Square
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Flood on
Monte Sano

by Walt Terry

On a wild night in 1974 a
series of tornadoes devastated
Naorth Allabama. One of them
stayed on the ground for an in-
credibly long time, sweeping
across Monte Sano mountain.

It missed our house by less
than half a block.

The next morning I walked
down Monte Sano Boulevard,
surveying the damage. One of my
neighbors sat on the front steps
of his house, which had been
shifted east about eight feet and
leaned precariouslyy. On the
stoop beside him were 2 half-
empty bottles of Old Taylor. It
was very obvious that the other
half of the contents resided in
him.

“I always heard,” he said,
slurring his words, “that torna-
does don't hit the tops of moun-
tains.”

I nodded. “That's what they
said.”

“Weadllt,” he said, “if I heard
Monte Sano couldn't be flooded,
I’d start building me a boat right
now!”

Why do the Alphabet song
and “Twinkle, Twinkle
Little Star” have the
same tune?
(Stop singing!)

Sorry She Missed

Mrs. Mary Robinson, an aged white woman, was tried here for
assault with intent to kill Tom Kissinger. Mrs. Robinson fired five
shots point blank at Kissinger's bodly, doing but little damage to
him. Kissinger claimed that he had been looking for some goats of
his and was leaning over Robinson’s place to get a view of the pre-
mises to see ifhis goats were there, when Mrs. Robinson came out,
spoke a few words at him and immediately opened fire with a re-
volver.

Mrrs. Robinson claims Kissinger hurled vile epithets at her and
is sorry she missed.

firom 1898 newspaper

Free Athorney Consaltation for Ban kruptcy
MITCHELL HOWIE

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

e Best Motor Honee/RV Storage
e’ ll Eind Anywhere!

Now Open!
Call (256) 851-1801

40 Covered bays with electricity, mini-storage,
septic, air, water, Vac, car-diolly storage. One fee.
COURTESY STORAGE -10340 WALL TRIANA Hwy - TONEY, AL

Proieet your
imvestment!

Honor System Retail Store * Trip prep svc
(ine shoppingl) « Trip return sve, clean-up (& laundry)

8 o . ).

“Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialihy”

5
ol

ANl Yoy €are To EA" Every Wednesday BPM - 9PM
Spesizl lupeh Buffet Men - Fri 11AM fe 2PM
’ Lunch Spetials Saturday & Sunday

EST.4966

Open 7 Days A Week

-

dF COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
BANQUET FACILITIES

1008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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Theésé thmee
indépendent resttaurants
~rvevvevw areé crestive and

it's théir tradition
tn Huntsville to
serve reddlly good food
at reasonable prices
and In a friendly
and relaxed atmosphere.

E}GFQHQ

a fine italian restaurant

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At
Reasonable Prices.

Sunken Garden room seats up to 45 for
Private parties = call now to reserve

964 Airport Road
885-0505
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Heard On
The Street

by Caithey Cavmey

Congratulations to Hiall
Bryant who called in with the

first correct guess of the Octo-
ber Photo of the Momth. The
adorable baby was none other
than Tem Huskey. Hall says he
remembers him from way back
- when he (Tommy) was a tap
dancer!

We were so sorry to hear that
Lillian Gadidiis, the mother of
Carolyn Tidmore, died in early
October. She was 77 and will be
missed so much by her family
and friends. Carolyn works at
Sanders Cleaners and is one of
the sweetest ladies we've met.

Mr. Miller, of Milller Appli-
ances, has been visiting his
daughter in Afflanta recemtlyy. We
know he’s looking forward to be-
ing back home!

The Geolden K Kiwamis held
their annual picnic up on Green
Moumtain recemtllyy. The entertain-
ment was provided by a very
talented bluegrass group called
“The Young and the Restless.” It
is made up of Charlie Scott, R.
D. Walker, Jim Derington,
Jimmy Pearson, and Melvin
Layne. A good time was had by
all and they had the guys & wives
up clapping and dancimg! These
guys play for charities only.

Rev. Chhadles and Sandra
MeCay recently cellelbrated their
50th wedding anniversany. Their
sons Van, Terry and Tim orga-
nized the event at Limrock, Al.,
along with the Limrock United
Mietthodist (‘liurcli, where Rev.
McCay is the pastor. The Rew.
McCay and his wile are good
friemds of Toem and Donna
Gurley.

Our budidly, Huntsville author
Homer Hickam, has been work-
ing on a new book that will be
ready this sprimg. Walt Terry
read the manuscript and says it's
a great read!

Our buddly, and city council-
man, Glenn Waitson recently re-
turned from a vacation in Thai-
land. He says it is like no other
place he has ever been - he loves
it!

Best wishes go out to Framkie
Cwlirane who is recouping at
home after a recent operation.
Weere thinking about you!

A special hello to our buddy
Joe Reid, of Reid's Hardware.
We're thinking about you!

We had several birthdays in
October - one of the most notable

Suncliui Steele
President

ApAMS ALLEY ® CLIFT’S COVE ® HERITAGE PLANTATION
HERITAGE PROVENCE ® HERITAGE STATION ¢ KING’S RIDGE
WALKER'S HiiLr ¢ M. CARMEL 8Y TOE River ® THE BRIDGES

256-533-1155

ENHNGER
DEVELOPMENT

INCOKPORAIEQ

was Diane Owems, who looks
younger now than ever. Ken
Owens, of Deltacom, is her
proud husband and he took care
of the cake! Allso a Happy Birth-
day to Bell Buchanan who
turned 37 in October.

Congratulations to Brian
Cammmiichael, son of Debra and
Darrell Cammichael, who was
recently promoted to Army Staff
Sergeant. Brian spent a tour in
Iraq and sure was glad to come
back home to his wife, Niicole.

Hello to Lena and Ray
Walker, who are good friends of
Charllie and Amnita Scott. Ray is
the son of the mandolin player
R. D. Wallker, mentioned earlier.

School board member. Top-
per Bicrney, slopped by the of-
fice recently to swap tales. He is
really a nice guy!

It was so good to see Robert
Martin with his friends again the
other day at their weekly lunch.
Howard Camp and his wife Jan
were there - Howard just re-
turned from his reunion of the
405th Fighter Squadron in San
Amntonio. While he was away, Jan

Photo of The Month

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster shown below
wins a year’s subscription to “Old
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This well-known little boy
looks just like his daddy but doesn't
ride a motorcycle!




took a 3-week cruise to Hawaiil
She is one of the most delightful
ladies we've met in a long time.
Also at this lunch were Solon P
Vamghn, who's been a friend for
quite some time.

Dale Mumllins broke her hip
recentlly, but is back on the
mend. She’s getting extra-good
care from her husband, Jim.

Special greetings to that
sweet seamstress at Madison
Manor, Dot Jennette. When
she’s not sewing, she spends
time surfing the internet.

A big hello to our dear friends
Ollie Rice and her husband
Mitton. We sure hope everything
is going well for them

Our special friends Suzie
Noelen and John Bennett were
married in a beautiful ceremony
at the Waedlen House Mmseum,
Linda Weeod Turmer provided
the wvocals, and the string
musicians were Jim Weod. Inge
Wood and Joe Miamming. Best
wishes lo yon two loi .} wondci
ful life together!

Barbara Laustcr Is Hie dtier
tor of the Wweden House and
does a great job helping plan
parties and weddings al the old
home.

It looks like everywhci e we g«
we see our mayor, Mrs. Loretta,
there. She is one of the hardest
working people we know!

It was good to see our favor-
ite bartender, Nieekel
Richardison, at Sazio’s the other
night. He’s always got a smile for

everyone.
Congraiulations to our good

PRINTING FOR OLD HONISVILLE BY

132 Jetiplex Lane

Madison, AL 35758
(256) 774-3600

friend Steve Cappaert on his
recent wedding to his sweeitheart
Kim Fergwson - we're not sure
who's the luckier one!

We were really sorry to hear
about the death of Mary Sharp,
who was a good friend of this
|niblication. Our sympathy to her
family and many friends.

Congratulations to Deon
Reyston, of the Golden K
Kitwanis, who recently won the
Archie Mimchie Award from the
Huntsville Community Waich.

We hear there will be another
book about Huntsville out in the
sprimg. Our friend, Tim Jack-
son, of London, England is put-
ting the fimishing touches on a
thriller based here in the 1960s.

Danny Dyer, of Huntsville, is
not doing well at all and we are
all hoping he starts feeling bet-
ter soon.

A special Happy Birthday to
J sweet girl, Krisa Gurley, who
will be 12 in November.

Our sympathy to the frieads
and family of Del Spears who
died recently at the age of 90.

That’s all for this month. Re-
member to pray for our troops
overseas.
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Cook with
Naney
Plain or
Fancy

Cooking with
Nancy Holliman

Almost 300
pages of unique
and easy-to-
make recipes.
This book is a
must for any
gourmet cook’s
library.

The perfect gift for ones you love
or your own bookshelf!

To order, send $18 + $3 S&H to:

Nancy Holiiman

P.O. Box 10113

Huntsville, Al

35801

EDN X
Dress Shop

Select Group
Fall Fashions

oifif

500 Bob Vislctee Ave,  Suite 105
256-551-0643

Reld Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons 8C Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plurnbing needs
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1 c. Corn Flake crumbs

1 env. Ranch dressing mix,
dry

6 chicken breasts, skinless

1 T. dried onion flakes

1 t. garlic powder

1/2 t. Cayenne pepper

2 eggs, beaten slightly

In large bowl mix the

crumbs, dressing mix, onion
flakes, garlic powder and cay-
enne with salt and pepper. Dip
cleaned breasts in beaten eggs,
then in crumb mixture.

Arxrange breasts side up on
greased baking pan, drizzle with
some melted butter. Bake at 350
degrees for an hour.

Ollive-Bacen Bites
Stuffed olives
Canned biscuits

Bacon
Cut biscuits in fourths,

wrap around the olives. Wirap
1/2 strip of bacon around the bis-
cuit and olive. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 25 minutes.

Ha Gpeen Chkeese Ball

2-8 oz. pkgs, cream cheese

3 green onions, chopped
greens and all

2 t. minced garlic

16 green olives with pimento,
chopped

1/2 t. ground black pepper

1/2 t. cayenne pepper

3/4 c. pecans, chopped fine

Soften cream cheese, place

in large bowl. Take offyour rings.
Add green onions, garlic, green
olives & spices. Mix with your
hands til blended. Mix pecans
with a bit more cayenne, put on
a paper plate. Shape your cheese
into a ball and roll in the pecans.
Reffrigerate for an hour or over-
night. This tastes best served
with crispy Sociable crackers.

Best Dark Fudge

3 c. chocolatie chips, semi-
sweet

1 dash salt

1 1/2 t. vanilla extract

1 can Eagle Brand con-
densed milk

| e. walnuts oi
chopped

In a heavy saucepan over

low heat, melt the chips with the
Eagle Brand and salt. Remove
from heat, stir in nuts and va-
nilla. Spread evenly over wax-
paper-lined 9x13” pan. Do it
quickly as it hardens fast.

Cover with plastic wrap and
chill in fridge overnight. Next day
turn fudge onto cutting board
and remove all waxed paper. Cut
into very small squares.

This fudge may be frozen in
Ziploc bags.

Piinity
3 c. sugar
2/3 c. white corn syrup

pecans,

MONDAY
s
FARNDNILY
NIGHT!?

new North Parkway store

(Hwy. 72 east & N. Pkwy.)
852-9882

SIN C EMHTvVYE

Eyvery Monday night
Kids Hat Free!

One child. 10 and under, sats
free from our new kid's menu
with each paid adult entree.
Offfer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-488]

Dine i or carry dat 8 our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURE DR. SOUTH 882-084!

Dine tn or drive they § our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS 8 HANPTONS



pinch salt
Whites of 3 eggs, beaten
In bowl, mix the above in-

gredients, except the egg white's.
Pour into saucepan and bring to
boil, let it boil til it forms hard
ball in water or threads from a
spoon. Pour slowly into tlioi
oughly beaten whites of 3 eggs.
Add one or 2 cups of chopped
nuts and beat til all thickens.

Granny ¢ Sauares

1 can Eagle Brand Con-
densed milk

1 c¢. chopped nuts

1 c. chopped dates

1 c. coconut

Mix all ingredients together
in a bowl. Pour into a 9x9” pan,
bake for 45 minutes at 350 de-
grees or until edges along side
ofpan are golden brown. Cut into
small squares to serve.

Fiddler s Agpte Ireal

I Granny Smith apjtie. i <
& sliced

1 t. lemon Juice

1/4 c. caramel loppliip;

1 T. roasted peanuts

We have more food in the
U.S. per person than any
other country - and more

diets to keep us from
eating it.

Leonard Adeock

1 T. honey-roasted peanuts
Cool Whip
In a small bowl toss your

apple slices with the lemon Juice
til coated. Layer into a dessert
bowl the apples, then the cara-
mel, the peanuts, then top with
a (lollop of Cool Whip. You won't
believe how good this tastes!

Stel s Savery Spisage
Pagkets

| can flaky refrigerated bis-
cuits (large)

1/2 1b. sausage

1/2 (. minced onion

/2 c. minced mushrooms

| ¢. Cheddar cheese, shred-
ded

| T. dijon mustard

/4 c. milk

1/2 t garlic powder

| egg

Brown sausage and drain.

Add back to skillet with onion
and mushrooms, saute for 5
minutes. In a medium bowl com-
bine sausage mixture and re-
maining ingredients except egg.
Separate each biscuit into two
llalves and form into oval shapes.

On a lightly greased cookie
sheet top one half of a biscuit
with 2 tablespoons of the
sausage mixture. Top with other
half ofbiscuit, pinching edges of
top and bottom biscuit together
lor make a good seam. Repeat
with the remaining biscuits and
sausage mix.

CPBANTING
SERVICES

3308 Seventh Avenue - Hunmtsville, Al.
Toll Free: 877-534-4452

www.lindasprinting.com - linprint@mimdspring.com

For All Your Printing Needs!

Commercial - Letterheads
Checks & Labels - Brochures
Four Color - Computer Forms

Wedding Invitations
Ad Specialties

256-534-4452
Fax: 534-4456
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Whip egg and coat tops of
pockets with egg wash. Bake at
350 degrees for 20 minutes and
pockets are golden brown.

These are good for breakfast,
a light lunch or snack. They can
be frozen and reheated in a
microwave oven.

The Company You Keep®

Regjstered Represeritative for
NYLIFE Seourities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 258 551-2700 Cell 256 990-6480
Fax 2588 536-3291

bgbryanjr@itt mewyorklife.com

Wi ganmibryan .nylagents.com

Do

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays



http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan.nylagents.com
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Local News
From 1911

- For Sale - One Evwverett
piano, bed stands, chairs, gas
stove, air tight heater, one double
set of harness, one saddle, one
refrigerator, kitchensafe and few
other household articles; also
one lot cedar posts and kindlimg,
Can be seen at my home on west
Climton street for the next few
days. - Mrs. C. F. Suggs

- Wallker & Sitz, Washington
Street - For soft drinks and
lunches; also the place “across
the corner.” Both for Gentlemen
onlly.

- Found - Buggy lap robe on
Franklin street. Owmner return to
this office and recover by
describing and paying for this
advertisement.

- New four-room Cottage cor-
ner 6tfistreet and Pratt avenue for
rent cheap. Apply to 4. E. Pierce

- Take your clothes to the
Electric Pressing Parlor - old
ones made good as new.
Jefferson street - telephone 66

- Mr. and Mirs. W. W. Newman
left yesterday on a business and
pleasure trip to their silver mines
in Canada.

- Miiss Wiilllie Harris is
reported to be quite ill at her
home on Adlams avenue.

application process

- New Oil Men Enter Local
Fields for Werk. E. R. B. Mar-
tin and J. K. Mahan, millionaire
natural oil operators of Piitts-
burgh, PA and who have options
on more than 20,000 acres of oil
lands in Madiison County, left
this afternoon for their home af-
ter spending a few days here in
the interest of their probable lo-
cal operations. The tip was se-
cured by a prominent business
man and friend of the gentlemen
present, that within a very short
time they expect to simulta-
neously start the drilling of 5 to
10 wells near Huntsville. 'Hie
gentlemen made a visit to the
Hazel Green and West Humtksallég
wells of the New Yaok-2Nidbama
0Oil Co., and were pleased with
the prospects.

- Serious Street Car Acci-
dent today - Albout 9 this morn-
ing Street Car No. 5, east bound
with Dick Hatcher, motorman,
collided with a two-horse wagon
belonging to Hon. D. 1. White and
injured the two negro men driv-
ers, Jack Parham, slightly and
Jim Fields, seriouslyy. The acci-
dent occurred at the corner of
Holmes and Green streets. The
wagon and team were going
south at a rapid rate and the car
was advancing east in back-up
fashion, the two colliding before
the men in charge of either could
see the approach of the other in
time to avoid the accident. Both
wheels on one side of the wagon

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair aceessibility (eertain units)
* Franspertation provided 8 Srocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after eompletion of the

SRR

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced acecording to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change aceording to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

were broken off. The Parham
negro escaped with a bruised
head and shoulder. Fields was
more seriously hurt, his right hip
being dislocated and fractured.

- Tomorrow the people who
are making the local directory
will have completed their work.
Including the corporate limits
and adjacent suburbs, a carefully
tabulated count of the enumera-
tors show the city and suburbs
to have something a bit more
than 20,000 people. The corpo-
rate limits will be extended some-
time in the near future.
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NO CREDIT?

NO DOWN PAYMENT?

Yqu may qualify for 100% financing!

We offer full service real estate and
; mortgage services.

Experience is important and | have 15 years in the
housing industry, but more important is the care that
goes into the need of each and every one of my
families. Whether you are building, buying, selling,
investing, refinancing, dobt reducing, budgeting, or
repaliring your credit, wo care for your family.

| Binkley Real Estate &
Financial Services, Inc, Marla Binkley

Office: 256-851-9229
- Cell 256-348-0999
—— I m www.binkleyservices.com

——

E-mail: maria @ binkleyservices.com

November Real Estate Deals!
Call Us For An Appointment!

Harvest: Great Investment - 95.95 acres. This is one of
the last undeveloped intersections of a state highway in north
F Alabama. SE corner of Hay. 53 & Jeff Road, appx. 20 acres
on front for commerclal & 75 acres in back for residential.
Listed in 1998 at appralsed price of $2,400,000.

i Madiison: 109 Pebble Court, $227,000; Brick, 2800 sf, 5
' kir/3 ba, Formals, Deck, on cul-de-sac.
‘ ﬁ Madison County: 132 Timberiake Drive. 4Br/2Ba, 1933
| square feet, Full Brick / approx. 1 acre. Formal dining, fire-
place, trey celling & more. Excellent condition. $132,000
Foreclosures with 100% loan programs available. Call
' for details.
| Properties also in NW Madison County, close to the Toyota
plant, & in SE Huntsville.
. We offer you a free home appraisal or home warranty.
M8 Call for detalls.

. We wiill be glad to assist you with any of these properties
or any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service.

e e ——————————————————]
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A History of
Huntsville’s
Weadtarswarks

The organization known
today as Huntsville Utilities had
its beginning with a single spring
ofwater! The spring didn't really
have a name when John Hunt,
the pioneer-Revolutionary War
veteran found it and subse-
quently built a cabin beside it in
1805. But by marking it with his
own home John Hunt made his
spring the cemter of a pioneer
community which came to be
called “Hunt’s Spring.”

News of Hunt's spring and its
plentiful supply of pure, fresh
water spread rapidlly. As more
and more people arrived and
began to build their homes far-
ther and farther from the sprimg,
the task of carrying the water for
family and livestock needs be-
came increasingly difficult.

The early growth ofthe small
town was rapid and dramatic.
For example in 1819 the first
gowemor of the state was inau-
gurated and the first session of
the state legislature was held in
Huntsville.

By 1823, with a population
of just over 1,300, comstruction
got underway on a waterworks
system. This “first giant step”
towarrd bringing about a munici-

more than a series of cedar logs
and a single 7,500 gallon wooden
reservoir. The reservoir was at-
tached to the end of the
courthouse, located on the
square above the sprimg. The
cedar logs, each about eight fect
long, were made into pipes by
having holes bored through their
cemters and their ends tapered
so that one log would fit
smoothly into the hollowed-out
end ofthe next. The system func-
tioned as the water flow from Big
Spring turned a wooden turbine
which subsequently operated the
pump and forced the water up
into the reservoir.

The Huntsville Wdtarworks,
duly named and firanchised for
construction and operation to a
citizen named Hunter Peel, was
the frst municipal waterworks
in the state of Allbama and one
ofthe earliestin the
nation. However in-
genious the system
and noble the ef-
fort, the walter-
works was not
without its prob-
lems. People comp-
lained that there
was not enough
water for their
needs. Water hy-
drants had been
placed in the yards
of those people
who had agreed to
purchase water,
but frequently the

had not signed up to pay for the
service, also drew water from the
hydrants. It soon became obvi-
ous to everyone, including the

9694 Madison Blvd. Sts. B-2

pal utility system was nothing neighbors, who
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Grand Opening of our new

V.I.P Grooming announces the

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

Luxury Pet Hotel 881-0664 |

REGAL
GINEVAS®

! DTS AND DOLBY
5905 University Drive
256-830-6831




Commissioners, that there was
more of a demand for the water-
works service than Humnter Peel
had anticipated. Eventually Peel
lost the franchise and (lie
operation of the waterworks
went to Joshua Cox who, shortly
thereafter, sold the firanchise fo
Thomas Ronalds.

Romnalds operated the system
from 1828 to 1836, installing ad-
ditional cedar log pipes to ex-
pand service and later built a
two-story reservior with a meet-
ing room for the Commissioners
on the second floor.

In 1836 the waterworks was
purchased by Dr. Thomas Fearn
and his brother George. By this
time an even larger reservoir was
needed and the Feams built it on
Echols Hill, where Echols and
MeClung Streets now converge.
Ninety six feet above the level of
Big Spring, the new reservior was
a great source of eommtmlly
pride. An iron pump was In
Stalled al Hie spi lop, .mil [i on
pipes were laid lo llik loin coi
ners of the Square piogi |

Willliam, the son ol LclUJoy
Pope, inherited the Hip, Spiing

and in 1843 sold the deed to the
spring to the city of Huntsville for
one dollar with the deed requir-
ing the city to carry out planned
improvements of “beautifying the
spring branch and benefitting
the health of the citizems.” Addi-
tionallly, the deed required that
the city must “furnish free access
at all times through the lands
herein conveyed to said sprimg,
and hold the same for the prom-
enades and pleasure grounds of
all siieh |reacable persons as may
choose to visit same.”

flic ffirst fire plugs in Humis-
ville were ordered by the City
Council In 1856 and installed on
the Square to provide a source
of walci in the event that any of
the now numerous business
establishments caught fire.

Allei buying the waterwanks,
the city set water rates for the
very first time, in 1859.

As | luntsville grew and pros-
pcicd it was necessary to con-
tinually upgrade and improve the
vital water system. In 1887, the
same year that a new 136-room
hotel was built on Monte Sano
Miountain, the City Council was
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granted permission from the
State Legisdkiture to sell $15,000
in bonds to obtain the necessary
financing for improving the sys-
tem. The money was spent to
build a new and even larger res-
ervoir - 600,000 gallons - evi-
dence of a growing commumity!
By 1894 ten miles of cast iron

First IDaptist

urc
urc

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
“Your Place For Life”

| am confident of her care”

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”



http://www.fbchsv.org
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water mains were in use and the
waterworks was an established
beginning for what would later
become a total utility service.

Huntsville's Village Improve-
ment Society joined the efffarts
ofthe local Medical Society in the
late I800’s to try to force horse
owners to stop hitching their ani-
mals to the fence around the
Courrthouse. They feared, and
rightly so, that contamination to
the waters of Big Spring would
result. An outbreak of typhoid
fever in 1898 led to the paving of
the Square. It was in that same
year that the old pump house
was torn down and the new
pump house, with its steam
driven pump capable of drawing
3,000,000 gallons daily, was in-
stalled.

In 1914, with the scientific
realization that liquid chlorine
was beneficial for killing harm-
ful bacteria in water, a device for
adding the chlorine to the water
was installed in the Huntsville
system. However, just three years
later, as reported in the newly
established Huntsville Times
Newspaper, another typhoid epi-
demic broke out and Dr. Carl
Grote, county health officer and
Claude Phillips, superintendent

Just accept the fact that
some days you’re the
statue, and some days

you’re the pigeon.

of the waterworks, explored the
caverns under the Square. They
found that open toilets allowed
seepage to pollute the water sup-
ply. Almost immediately a sewer
line was installed and a new
drip-type chlorinator was added.
The number of pollution-related
diseases dropped immediiatidly.

By the time two Wiarld Wars
had come and gone Huntsville
was a rapidly developing metro-
politan area. By 1950 the City
Council began to fear that the Big
Spring’s water would soon be un-
equal to the needs of the popu-
lation, especially in view of the
addition of approximately
30,000 feet of new water mains
that year.

Realizing that the water-
works system and service
needed specialized attention, the
City Council created a board
specifically for the operation and
continued maintenance and de-
velopment of the system. When
the control ofthe

system passed to
the initial water
board it was then
almost 100 years
old in municipal
service and was
destined for ad-
ditional growth
and service as
Huntsville faced
its “boom town”
era.

Long Term Care Insurance

if You Don’t Dle.

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Life Insurance-Annuities

Ask About New Term Policles
That Pay Your Premiums Back

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

Phone
(256) 519-6955

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center

Tiickets are $18

Coming in November: The long-awaited sequel to
“Smoke On the Mountain.” Directed by Lee Deal
and featuring the best local talent. Merriment, comedy
and joy is brought back to local audiences by this
musical comedy treat.

Evening shows at 8pm: Nov.26,27, Dec 1,2,3,4,8,9,10,11
Nov 28 & Dec 12 @2:30 pm

1216 Meridlan St. - eall 336-3V 17 for

Billiards - Live Emfertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

genaral information and to reserve your tickets.
Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques 2703 U lli V@l‘Slty Drive _ 53 4_ 6000

Check upcoming evenis at www.renaissancetheaire.net
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A first step of the new water
board was the purchase of two
large wells, known as (lie Dallas
Well and the Lincoln Well in
1955. Although these wells had
thie same aquiferous source as
Big Spring, they were upstream
from any pollution. Therefore
Big Sprimg, as a public waler
source, could be discontinued
without any adverse afffect on the
supply.

Newartheless, it was apparent
to all that though the wells had
been a very intelligent approach
to providing more public water,
finding additional sources was
an absolute necessity. Moving
quickly, after a period of some
very careful planning, the water
board approved the construction
of a water purification plant. The
plant, built in 1964 and located
on the north side of the Tennes-
see River, near Whitesburg
Bridge, drew water directly from
the Temnessee. Alfter an ex-
pansion project in 19978 the plant
now has the capacity lo purify

and pump 24,000,000 gallons of
water a day into the city’s sys-
tem. Large mains carry the wa-
ter to 23 reservoirs and from
there more than 700 miles of
pipe delivers the water to resi-
dences and businesses within
the city limits.

From 1805 with the small
group of cabins around “Hunt’s
Spring,” to 1823 with a water
system comnsisting of cedar logs
and a wooden reservoir, the
slate's first municipal walter-
wiorks system has now grown to
hinidreds of miles of mains and
millions of gallons of storage
capacitly. Now, as then, it serves
the citizens and industry of
Huntswville, and now, as then, it
is acknowledged as one of the
finest in (he nation.

Consciousness: That
annoying time between
naps.

Paul Firenzi
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West Station
Antiques

In Historic Downtown Madison

Books - Paper ltems
Postcards - Linens - Qullts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

256-772-0373
112 Main Street
Madison, Al. 35758

Directions: 565 to Exit 8 - Exit North
to Main Street

New Hours: Tues - Sat10 -5
Closed Sun & Mon

|

)

(256) 539 511%

For Imfformation Cali:

Specialty Care Center
A Place You Can Feel Good Abou"

We Maximize Vour Mediicare Beneflits!

We Specialize i Rehabilitation Care, Occupational Therapy,
Physical Tnerapy and Speech Therapy Services.

Big Springs Specialty Care Center
500 St. Clair Ave.

Huntsville, Al 35801

Convenlently Located two blocks from Huntsville
Hospital, two blocks from the Public Library and just
behind the First Babiist Church.

Giving Care with compassion
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Merriimack
Viilkage being
Painted

from 1921 newspaper

Painting an average of 10
dwelling houses a day, workmen
engaged in renovating
Mkerrimack Villlage today had
applied the first coats of paint to
100 houses in the commummiify.

Nearly all the houses in the
village had been recovered with
new roofs, preparatory to the
state ofthe paintimg. Repairs also
have been made to gutters, sills
and flooring where it was neces-
sany.

The painting operations
started on the extreme west end
of the village and are moving
eastward towards Pike street,
which is the east boundary for
the greater portion of the resi-
dential section ofthe commuummify.

There are 216 buildings, in-
cluding 4 churches to be re-
painted if the project is carried
to completion. Company officials
said at the start of the work that
every building would be re-
painted and otherwise repaired
ifbusiness conditions permitted.

As soon as all houses have

Always remember you’re
unique - just like everyone
else.

Terry Yaeger

been painted with the first coat,
the painters will move back to
the west end and begin applying
the second coat.

The general brightening-up of
the village is plainly eviident and
the comftirast decided when one
drives down a street where
houses have only been painted
on one side, with the other side
bare.

Diffesrent color schemes are
being used to add to the appear-
ance of each house, and also
makes it blend with the sur-

rounding area. Pitisburgh Paints
were chosen by Mierrimack for
the renovation.

Sixteen painters are em-
ployed on the project, which is
being done by a Gadsden con-
tractor and paid for by the
Mkemrimack Mamafacturing Co.

Every man wants a wife who
is beautiful, understanding,
economical & a good cook.
But the law allows only
one wife.

Your Permanent Lifetime Solution!

* Seamless Gutters

* Vinyl Siding

* Patio Cover

* Florida Rooms

* Screen Enclosures

* Window Replacement

* Residential & Commercial

* All Work Cowvered By Warranty

118 Spacegate Drive - Humtsville, Al 35806
Phone 859-4440 - Fax 859-4441

North Alabama

LUMINUM

(PROD

UCTS)

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving our Customers for 60 years!

702 Pratt Ave.

534-4509

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points

|
I




by Stella Mmmsick

- In 1860, riding faster llian 8 m.p.h. in
Huntsville was considered an "Inmnnodcrate gait”
and the rider could be fined firom $5 lo $50.

- In Huntsville in the early N:860’s a slave
could not own a dog. Il caught, his master was
fined.

- On January 6, 1864, the Midthodist church
here - then housing ¥ankee troops - burned. The
church was repaid for its loss - 51 years later.

- Early settlers here considered lamps medi-
cal necessities to be used only in case of sick-
ness.

- Early in 1861, the Owens Cross Roads com-
munity got its first post office. On May 27, 1861,
the U.S. suspended all mail service to the South.

- The city water rate in the 1860s was $6 a
year for 3 persons and $13 for a family of eight.

- Viienna, Ala. incorporated on | ieeember 20,
1836 and became New Ilope in 1837. For 70
years it was alternately known by both names.

- In 1860 the city constable was keeper of
the jail in Huntswville. He kept a register listing
each person committed. "Gueests” could be put
in irons at his discretion.

- The matter of hogs running loose here got
so bad in 1855 that legal action had to be taken
to stop the animals from "rooting up” city streets.
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REWARD

A five dollar reward is offfered for the return
of my wedding ring - no questions asked. Apply

at this office.
from 1921 newspaper

Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville. Alabama 35802-2297
Steve Cappaert Al

Broker-Associate Fax 256/383-6650
651-7517 Moblle stevecappazsrt®knology.net

Mawdins' style

815 Andrew Jackson Wdy
in Flve Puwiints

OilRans 463 miles
Po Boys st around the corner

We are known for great food, great
folks and greait prices!

Tues. - Sait 14-9 Closed Sunday and Monday

STOP

Stop... Overpaying Your Taxes!
Stop... Paying Hidden Fees on IRAs!

FREE MONTHLY WORKSHOPS

Join us for refreshments and learn how to make the
tax system work for you!

BLIGATION to purchase a ing at

these free seminars!

You've worked a lifetime for your smvings... it
could only take a few months to wipe it out
(espedigly in today’s uncertain and stressful
world of finance). Join us to learn Simple and
Easy Tax Reduction Strategies.

Topics Covered:
How to Reduce your Taxes and Raise your Income

How to bypass Probate without expensive Trusts
Secrets your Financial Advisor doesn’t want you to know

And many more money saving tips!

Call for Details and reservations to our Free
Monthly Workshops hosted by:

Alan Blackmon
900 Bob Wallace Ave #124
Huntsville AL 35801
(256)533-6¢108

Seuurities offered through: Horwitz & Associates, Iinc.
Memiizr NASD SBRC MSRB
Clearing through: Advanced Clearing
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A Good
Life

by Brenda Framklin

I was the eighth child of
eleven children (6 boys and 5
girls) to Lloyd Elton Eubanks
and Inez Bradley Eubanks. My
father worked on Redstone Ar-
senal in civil service as a painter,
we lived at the Four Mile Post.
My dad held prayer meetings in
our home. People would come to
listen to him from everywhere -
he was never ordained as a Bap-
tist minister but 6 of his broth-
ers were.

Dad was very tall - 6’8" - al-
ways had a smile on his face and
always had something interest-
ing to say. Raising all those chil-
dren on $107 a week must have
been difficult but we always had
food for everyone! Dad built my
mother her first home on Little
Maoumntain Road in Hobbs Island.
It had 4 bedrooms, running wa-
ter and a bathroom. We had the
prettiest pigs and chickens, and
some cows. Our garden was al-
ways full of vegetiables and fruit,
and there was plenty to share
with others.

When my dad got sick with
tuberculosis in 1960, Dr. Huber
said he would have to be com-
mitted to the hospital. I remem-
ber all the children had to take
shots so as not to catch TB. We
only got to see our dad a couple
oftimes a month, and we missed
him. All the children were still
at home, and we thought the
world had come to an end. Due
to the lack of momey, we lost our
home one year after Dad had
built it. We were in debt to the

You know it’s golng to be a
bad day when you call your
answering service and they
tell you it’s none of your
business.

hilt with no money coming from
anywhere, and all the electricity
and utilities were cut off.

Aumt Cllara Pullen & Uncle
Elbert helped us when they
could, other people started call-
ing welfare agencies for us like
Chiristmas Charities. We were
getting some help in 1967 and
moved in to Pete Wadbster's
house that was located in firont

of the Huntsville Speedway, at
$20 a month. We had a garden
and raised animals people gave
us. We were getting one pair of
shoes apiece, one toy and one
dress - Dad said that’s all we
could take because other people
needed things loo.

When Dad finally came home
from the hospital - with no TB -
we were so happy. He had mus-

* Decks - Porches - Pergolas
Gazebos

* Licensed & Insured

* Locally Owned & Operated

* References

* Free Estimates

* Quality Workmanship

489-4557

www.archadeclkcoam

caravadedc

America’s Deck Builder
Custom Designed & Built

Ranked as top Deck builder in the U.S. by Qualified Remodeler Magazine

Ask about low
maintenance
decking!

Dom’t wait °till the Spring
to build your project!

A full range eff services-
Skilleg) Nursing Care + Physical Therapy ¢ Occupational Therapy « Speech Therapy
A vairietty eff paymeiilt optiomns-
Medicaid + Medicare ¢+ Private Insurance * HMO + Private Pay
5968 Wall Triana Highway « Madison, AL 35757 « PH: 256.830.2316

iing for Yours"
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tard gas in his lungs from the work he had done on
Redistone Arsenal and only had one lung left. He was
in and out of the hospital several times a month and in
1974 started drawing $108 a month as his retirement
check from Civil Service. He was in bad shape and
could only get out of bed a little at a time.

Soon a man came to our home; this man was an
attormsy. He told my father that he could take his case
to court on my Dad’s behalf and get his home back,
and get him money to live on for the rest of his life. I
was 17 years old at the time, and was working, I fully
understood what this attorney was telling my Dad, and
he understood it too, but he was a very proud man. He
looked up at the attorney and with tears in his eyes
said, “Listen to what [ say. Daughter, do you have a
good life?”

I told him yes. He turned back to the attorney and
said, “I did a really good job of raising these eleven
children. I will not sue someone for money (hat [ didn’t
earn myself. Ifit's my time to go to my Savior, so be it.
He put me here and He'll take me away. | live with no
regrets in my life and I'm very proud of my family. No
one here is hungry or doing without clothes. So, no
thanks.”

The attorney left shortly alter that. | was still living
at home when my | )ad died dime 25. 1974 at the Medi-
cal (Center Hospital, at (¥7 years old. He was buried in
Bush (cimclei v in ('load’s (‘ove, Miadison and the Rev-
erend Shelby Cm ley and Laughlin Funeral home con-
ducted the services, Iflic Funeral home couldn’t hold
all the people [hat came to pay their respects. The pro-
cession to the cemetery was 2 miles long and Brother
Gurley had to wail 30 minutes for people to get to the
grave site.

My mother lived on less than $200 a month after
that until she died in \July of 1987.

New shipment of beautiful
STEIN WORLD furniture!

Some Scratch & Dent Pieces!
You Must See These!

“Thou shalt not Stezlll”
2.

Alarm Company

Professional Alarm Installation
Burglar Alarm and Fire Alarm Systems
Surveillance Systems

Residential & Commercial

Wireless Systems - Remote Control

24 Hour Monitoring

Residential Monitoring

12.99

per month qzcgnwgle
Call today for free vm Sempany
security evaluation!

859-7326

J

-



http://www.carpentryconceptsonline.com

Old Hmetsville Page 30

News From The Year 1951

NMEacArthur Fired

President Truman has
stripped Gemeral Douglas
MacAntiiar of all his commands
in the Far East, saying that he
was acting with “deep regret” but
had finally concluded that the
general “is unable to give his
wholehearted support”’ to the
policies of the U.S. govermment
and the United Nations.

The president immediately
named Lt. General Matthew B.
Ridgway to head the Far East
commands, effective immedi-
ately. General Ridgway has been
commander of the Eighth Army
in Karea and will be replaced in
that post by Lt. General James
Van Fleet.

The dramatic military reshuf-
fling, while a surprise, had been
building up to a climax for some
time. Just last Thursday a mes-
sage was made public in which
General MacXithur publicly
challenged the president’s for-
eign policy. The general urged
that the United States concen-
trate on Asia instead of Europe
and use Gemeralissimo Chiang

Kaii-shek’s Formosa-based
troops to open a second front on
the mainland of China.

General MacAatthmr has been
a man of many titles during the
war in Korea. With his recall, he
loses them all: Supreme Com-
mander, U.N. Forces in Korea;
Supreme Commander for Allied
Powers, Japan; Commander-in-
Chief, Far East; and Command-
ing General, U.S. Army, Far East.

In relieving the general ofhis
commands, the president said “Tt
is fundamental that military
commmanders must be gowerned
by policies and directives issued
to them in the manner provided
by our laws."

Mac/Auntthur has made no pub-
lic comment so far but his sup-
porters are pressing for congres-
sional hearings.

You know you’re getting
older when your favorite
channel is the Weather
Channel.

Ron Epestone

{Elitfepiliam Gffire

REAL ESTATE, INC

Office: 256-534-4225 x303

Fax; 256-534.5878 s

Ceil: 256-509-5101 BeCkl Rggers
Email: BecRO2ers@e0meast.net REALTOR*, GRI

www. HuntsvilleHomeListings.com o

Eisenhower
May Be
Democrat

Harry Truman, President of
the [ Jmitcd States and head ofthe
Democratic' Party, has offfiered to
sponsor the man who led Alllied
fiorces in Em ope din ing the war
as president ol the United Slates.
General Eisenhower, to whom
the offfer was made, was flattered
but has not made any public
comment about Truman’s offer,
which is a virtual guarantee of
nomination by the Democrats.
The Republicans are also
expected to make an offfer to the
General.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Water Extractions

13 Years Experience

 533-9540
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American
Income up
to $1,436

Americans averaged an In-
come of $1,436 for each man,
woman and child in 1950, the
Commerce Dgpartment reports.
Total individual income pay-
ments were divided by the total
population, which means that
averages were pulled up by the
large incomes of the very rich.
The figure represents a gain of
$116, or nine percent, over 1949
and represents the highest dol-
lar total in histony, though a rise
in the tax burden cut down the
net gain.

Federal, state and local taxes
averaged $360 during the year
ending June 30, 1950. Awerage
incomes ranged from $698 In
Mitssissippi (0 $ 1,986 in (lie | )ls
trict of Columbia.

Ifthe present trend continues
America will become the
weatihiresitnation in history ol this
world.

No Bikinis
at Wimbledon

A year ago, tennis player
Gussie  Mloran  shocked
Wiimbledon officials by sporting
lace underwear beneath her
sporting outfit. The ensemble,
designed by Britain’s Teddy Tin-
gling, was in evidence each time
she swung her racket. Today,
Wimbledon Chaiirman Sir Louis
Greig said he wants to see no
more "bikini bathing dresses.”

A proposal has been offfered
to allow offficials to inspect un-
derwear before each match but
so far nothing has been decided.

Sugar Ray Brings
Title Home

Sugar Ray Robinson
knocked out Randy Tumpin of
Ruglland in the tenth round to-
day and brought the world
middleweight title back to the
[ Inited States.
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Mayor takes Offense
at Reference to
Ancestry

Fyom 1912 newspaper

Huntsville Mayor, R.E.
Smith, and J. Emory Pierce, edi-
tor of the local newspaper, were
involved in an altercation yester-
day after meeting on the streets
and exchanging insults.

The Mayor had taken exoep-
tion to certain articles recently
printed in the newspaper, and af
ter meeting Emory on the side-
walks in front of the courthouse,

Soldier To Have
Three Legs

Private John Kellogg, of
Miadiison County, received a tele-
gram last week informing him
that he had been wounded, de-
gree undetermined, while serv-
ing with the Army in France last
month.

When he comtacted the au-
thorities to tell them he was
home on leave and was perfectly
well, he was ordered to report to
the military hospital in Angusta,
Georgia to be fitted for an artifi-
cial leg.

The military authorities then
threatened him with being ab-
sent without leave if he failed to
show up.

If the authorities have their
way, Mr. Kellogg will be the only
man in Allabama with three legs.

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old colns and coln collections,
all types and sizes.

h

took the opportunity to voice his
displeasure.

One witness claimed the
mayor made certain remarks
about Emory’s ancestny, whereas
the editor promptly began
thrashing him with a walking

cane. The pugilists were sepa-
rated by onlookers before either
could inflict serious injury.

The mayor fined himself ten
dollars in city court the next
morning for losing his temper
and Emory has publicly an-

nounced he will support another
candidate in the next election.

High End Heme Fiminkings
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Lily Flagg
SUPPLY

A Complete Hardware Store Serving Your

Located in the community
Household and Business Needs

that the famous Jersey cow,
Miss Lily, made famous over
100 years ago!

Ifyou're not sure, ask for Johnny Brewer!

A HOME FORADULTS WITH DEMENTIA

State licensed for magnetic door and gate locks
Positive security for persons who wander
Licensed nurse administers all medication
Registered nurse overnight
Home style environment - 16 beds

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811 - 256-851-9161



http://www.interiorsbyconsign.net

PROGRAM
Henry Miller - Chalr
Roscoe Roberts - Co-Chair

CLUB VISITATION
Michael Meyer - Chair
Emmett Boylan - Co-Chair
Fred Ashcraft

MAJOR EMPHASIS
Ernest Francls - Chair
Tom Neely - Co-Chalr
Donald Royston

YOUTH SERVICES
Ray Weinberg - Chair
Hartwell Lutz - Co-Chair
Emmett Boylan

ATTENDANCE & SOLACE
David Baker - Chair

James Winning - Co-Chalir
Sam Zeman

CLUB MEETINGS
Edward Hardin - Chair
Clyde Barclay - Co-Chair
Hugh Cort

PUBLICITY &
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Walter Terry - Chair
Hugh Cort - Co-Chair
Ray Weinberg

Willlam vy

LAYOUT & PUBLICATIONS
Artist - Vic Grimes

Sustys '

AUDIT

Roscoe Roberts - Chair
Harley Hope - Co-Chair
Sam Zeman

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
& EDUCATION

Tom Noely - Chalr

Bill lvy - Co-Chalr

Chuck Owens

SPIRITUAL AIMS
Bill Brown - Chalr
Bill Grunwald - Co-Chair
Wilburn Patterson

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Jack Gilstrap - Chair

Andy Karabinos - Co-Chalr
John Martin

Hartwell Lutz

FINANCE

Kinley Eittreim - Chair
Michael Meyer - Co-Chair
John Martin

Jesse Hopkins

“OLD HUNTSVILLE”

Jesse Hopkins - Chair
Chester Huskins - Co-Chalr
Joe Sloan

Bill Russell
Shelsle Ross

FUND RAISING
Tom Neely - Chair

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Archie Murchie - Chalr
Martin Burke - Co-Chair
Donald Royston

Joe Sloan

Chuck Owens

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
John Vaughn - Chalr

Jim Winning - Co-Chair

'Joe Sloan

GOVERNOR’S Vislt
Chester Huskins - Chair
Archie Murchle - Co-Chalr
Martin Burke

COMMUNITY WATCH
BANQUET

Archie Murchle - Chair
W. DeShields - Co-Chalir
Reggie Skinner
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Joe Sloan - Chair

Sam Zeman - Co-Chalr
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CHRISTMAS PARTY
Henry Miller - Chalr
Bill Sevey - Co-Chair
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TRADE DAY

John Martin - Chair
Wendal Payne - Co-Chalr
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Officers for 2004/5 - Pres. / William H. Russell - Pres. Elect / Henry B. Miller - Sec./ Ben Vizzler
Treasurer / Kinley Eittreim - 2nd VP / Hartwell Lutz - Past Pres. / Donald Royston

Board of Directors for 2004/5 - Victor S. Grimes - Michael V. Meyer - Willlam B. Sevey - Ray
Weinberg - David J. Baker - Jack T. Glistrap - Andy Karablinos
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The

Giant Kiiller

by Charlles Rice

His name was Cobb and he
hailed from Jackson County,
Allabama. One hundred and fifty
years ago, he was a nationally
known political figure. Surpris-
ingly, almost no one has heard
ofhim today. To his own genera-
tion, however, W. R. W. Cobb was
famous as the Allabama “giant
killer.”

Simple and unpretentious.
Wiilizamson Cobb was the cham-
pion of'the little man agaimnst the
rich and powerful. That was the
secret of his remarkable suc-
cess, for even at the height ofhis
career Cobb never forgot the vot-
ers who had put him in office.
By today’s standards, he would
probably be considered a dema-
gogue, an early practitioner of
the populist politics later used
by ‘Big Jim' Folsom, George
Walllace, and other Allmbama poli-
ticians. One thing is certain. The
voters loved Cobb and elected
him time after time, even in the
face of formidable opposition.

Wiiliramson Robert Winfield
Cobb was born Jume 8, 1807, in
Rhea County, Tennessee. When
he was a boy, his family moved
to northeastern Allabama, set-
tling in mountainous Jackson
County. Cobb had only a limited
education, and supported him-
selfin his early years by peddling
clocks around the countryside.
He finally settled down in the
town of Bellefonte, becoming a
merchant. However, Cobb soon
was bitten by the political bug
and ran for the State Legislature
in 1844. To the surprise of mamyy,
he won the election. It was the
start of an impressive string of
victories at the polls.

The rustic representatiive
from “High Jackson” immedi-

ately attracted attention with the
first bill he introduced. It was an
amendment to the law exempt-
ing certain household goods from
being sold for debt. The law al-
lowed an impoverished family to
keep only their kitchen table and
chairs. Cobb proposed adding
halfa dozen plates, halfa dozen
cups and saucers, a coffee pot,
and a few other small items.
Since no one objected to this to-
ken gesture, Cobb’s “homestead
bill” passed without opposition,
'fliis single amendment became

the cornerstone on which Cobb
built his amazing political career.

“It was evident to all that he
was courting public favor by this
crockery advemnture,” said Will-
iam Garrett in his 1872 Remi-
niscences of Public Men in Alla-
bama, “but no one supposed he
would be hardy enough to make
it the stepping stone to Congress
- a man then ridiculous enough
in his manner and ideas to pro-
voke merriment among his fel-
low members.”

Ridiculous or not, Cobb’s po-
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litical star was on the rise. Reelected in
1845, Cobb continued to speak out as the
champion of the common man. Even so,
he surprised almost everyone two years
later by announcing his candidacy for the
U.S. House of Representatives. Comgness-
man Reuben Chapman of Huntsville had
resigned to run for Governor, and Wiilliam
Acklin - John Hunt's grandson - was ex-
pected to succeed Chapman. Acklin was
respected and well educated, but W. R. W,
Cobb delighted in upsetting upper class
apple carts. Sure enough, when the votes
were counted, the homespun hero from
“High Jackson” had defeated the gentleman
from Huntsville.

In 1849, Cobb retained his Congres-
sional seat by defeating Humtsville’s
Jeremiah Clemens, a noted orator and
cousin of Samuel Clemens (Mkrk Twain).
Four years later, another prominent
Huntsvillian succumbed to the charismalic
Cobb. This time the victim was Clemenl
C. Clay Jr., son of Gowamor Clement ('
Clay Sr. “Affiter [llis," recalled William
Garrett. "Mr. Cobb had an easy time ol it,
as it was generally agreed that there was

no vacancy In llls Comgnrs
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sional district, Il viclory al the
ballot box was a ci {tei lon { b
liked to call himself the "inakci
of Senators,” since both (Jeinens
and Clay were subsequently
elected to the U.S. Senate. Ol
course, that was when these po-
litical “giants” were not running
agaimst W. R. W. Cobb!

The secret of Cobb’s invinci-
bility lay in his appeal to the poor
and humble, the ordinary voiers

FIVE POINTS RESTAURANT

Good Fresh Food In A Fresh New Atmosphere
Scott & Cheryl Huber, Owners

Breakfast Speclals

Two Fresh eggs, any style, Bologna,
Bacon or Sausage, Grits or Gravy, _—
Biscult & Jelly $3.99

Country Ham Breakfast $5.89

816 Wellman Ave. 534-7752
Located in Historic Five Points

— — J— )

Plate Lunches
Served From 11:00am - 2:00pm
Your Cholce Of One Meat
and Vegetables $5.49

so many politicians igmored. “Mr.

Cobb was a tall, long-armed
man,” said Garrett, “of some in-
telligence and more shrewdness,
and well-wvarsed in the school of
the demagogue. This was his | NP
principal stock in trade, and it
paid him well. He never let an
opportunity pass to secure a vote,
and the mail bags and post of-
fice were his channels of commu-
nication, aided by the franking
privilege, addressed frequently to
the mothers of some four or six
voting sons.”

Cobb definitely knew how to

« AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ELEGANT

e ADULT NOVELTIES & GAG GIFTS

INTIMATE LINGERIE

504 Jordan Ln. NW, Suite F
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keep the voters happy. “Every
section in his District that
wanted a mail route, and every
neighborhood that needed a post
office, was sure to be served by
the influence of Mr. Cobb,” con-
tinued Garrett. “In his speeches
before the people; he was apt to
play upon their prejudices of
poverty, and always presented
himself as the special friend of
the poor man, and for this rea-
son, he alleged, he was opposed
by the rich, etc., etc.”

Dr. John Alllen Wyeth, the dis-
tinguished surgeon [from
Guntersville, recalled hearing a
man named Ben Weeks describe
Cobb’s technique. At election
time, said Wesks, Cobb would
visit every town in his district to
shake hands, “and I tell you he
was so pertickler not to slight
anybody that he’d wake the
babes in their cradles to get a
chance to tell their mammies
how purty they was.”

Viirgimia Clay, whose husband
Clement Clay lost to him, said
Cobb “resorted to all sorts of
tricks to catch popular votes,
such as the rattling of tinware
and crockery,” pointedly remind-
ing listeners of his famous
amendment. “He delighted in the
singing of homely songs com-
posed for stump purposes. One
of these which he was wont to
introduce at the end of a speech,
and which always seemed to be
especially his own, was called
‘The Homestead Bill.' Of this re-
markable composition there
were a score of verses, at least,
that coverred every possible pos-
session which the heart of the
poor man might crave, ranging
from land and mules to house-
hold furniture. The song began,
‘Uncle Sam is rich enough to give
us all a farm’ and Mr. Cobb
would sing it in stentorian tones,
winking as he did so, to first one
and then another of his admir-
ing listeners, and punctuating
his phrases by chewing, with
great gusto, a piece of onion and

the coarsest of corn pone.”

While Cobb’s medicine show
style delighted rural voters, it
appalled the aristocratic Mrs.
Clay. “It aroused in me, a young
wife, great indignation, that, in
the exigencies of a public career
my husband should be com-
pelled to enter a comtest with
such a man. To me it was the
meeting of a Dammascus blade
and a meat axe, and in my soul I
resented it.”

Viinginia Clay did unwittingly
manage to win one county away
from Cobb for her husband. “It
happened during (lie campaign.
Mr. Clay and | slopped al a Iiiltie
hostelry, ihal lay in the very cen
tre of one ol Mr. Cobb's siron
gest counties. [I was Hide more
than a flower-embowered cot-

We can simplify your life
by consolidating all your insurance and
financial planning under the umbrella ol the
] Smith Lanier & Co. family of world
respected carriers. One companyfor all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesn't that sound good?

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Swiith Lamier & Co.

206 Bxchangs Place © PO, Box 6087 ¢ Huntsville, Al 35824 ¢ 256-890-90



tage, kept by Aumt Hannah, a
kindly soul, whose greatest trea-
sure was a fresh faced pretty
daughter, then entering her
teens. | returned to our room
after a short absence, just in time
to see this village beauty before
my mirror, arrayed in all the
glory of a beautiful and pictur-
esque hat which I had left on my
bed during my absence. It was a
lovely thing of the period, which
I had but recently brought back
from the Neanth.” Ginnie Clay
promptly presented the hat to
the girl, in exchange for her own
simple sun bonnet. “I little
dreamed that this exchange of
millinery so unpremeditated,
and certainly uncalculating, was
a political master stroke, but so
it proved... for at the election that
followed, the vote in that county
was practically solid for Mr. ("lay,
where fiormerly Mr. Cobb had
swept it (lean."”

Not long afterwai ds. [lie
Clays travelled to Washington on
the same train as ( lobb. "['ve got
a crow to pick with yon, Miis.
Clay,” began Cobb, "for that pink
bonnet trick at old Awunt
Hannah's.”

“And I have a buzzard to pick
with you,” she responded, “for
defeating my husband!”

“You ought to feel obliged to
me,” Cobb replied, “for | made
your husband a Senator."

“Welll,” Mirs. Clay conceded,
“T'll promise not to repeat the
bonnet business, ifyou’ll give me
your word not to sing against my
husband. That's unfair, for you
know he can't sing!" Amid much
laughter from the other passen-
gers, Cobb good naturedly
agreed.

Despite Cobb’s calculated
buffooneny, he was nonetheless
an effective Congressman. Wirote
Wiilliiamn Garrett, “he was vigillant
and true in guwarding and
promoting the interests of his
District and section, and in the
general his votes in Congress
accorded with those of other

members from the State. He
practiced one courtesy that made
him many friends in the State,
and contrasted him very favor-
ably with some ofhis colleagues.
He would look after the interest
of gentlemen visiting Weashington
on business firom Alabama, call
upon them, show them round,
accompany them to depart-
ments, and introduce them. This
was a marked service, and justly
made Mr. Cobb many warm
friends outside his District.”
Ironically, W. R. W. Cobb’s
greatest national fame came dur-
ing the last weeks of his service
in Wiashington. For 12 longyears
he had been a member of Con-
gress. But now, civil war was on
the horizon, and Cobb spoke out
against it. “l am not a seces-
sionist." he announced on De-
ceinbei [ [, 1860. “I desire peace
that my State may be awarded
ci lights under the Comstitu-
tion If (hat can be done, may
God help us to remain in the
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Union so long as the sun shines.”
However, such was not to be, and
the following month Allabama
seceded from the Fedieral Union.

On January 30, 1861, W. R.
W. Cobb made his farewell ad-
dress to the U. S. Congress.

By then he was the only
representative from a seceded
State still present. Cobb told his
colleagues he had stayed in
Weeshington because that was
where he needed to be. Since
Allabama’s secession, however, “I
have absented myself from the
deliberations and business of
this body; and from that time I
have not drawn one cent of pay.”
Yet Cobb continued to hope for
a peaceful settlement and he
urged the Narthern representa-
tives “not to let me go without
hope.” He pleaded for some sort
of action to show “there shall be
peace, harmiony, and prosperity
once more restored in this now
divided and distracted country”
and the Narthern Congressmen
responded with applause.

Cobb then invoked the
memory of Henry Clay, Daniel
Wedbster, and John C. Calhoun,
wishing those departed states-
men could somehow “raise their
voices from the grave and speak
to those they left behind, and tell
them what their duty is.”

Cobb urged the Narth to send
messengers of peace, not war, to
the South, but he ended his
speech with a warnimg. “If the
North attempts to coerce or sub-
jugate us,” he said, “we must
defend our rights, and protect
our lives and little ones.” Cobb
then announced his resignation
from the U.S. Congress, “to re-
turn to my dear Allabama, where
the bones of my father and
mother rest; to share the fate of
those to who I am closely bound,
be it for real or for woe.” His
lengthy Wasshington career was
over.

W. R. W. Cobb’s appeal for
peace was not answered by the
Naorth, and the tragic War Be-

tween the States soon began.
While his parting speech won
praise in the North, it had made
Cobb somewhat suspect in the
South.

The “giant killer” learned this
later that year when he suffered
his first and only defeat. Running
for the Confedierate Congress,
Cobb was beaten by a virtual un-
known, Dr. John Perkins Ralls,
a secessionist hot-head from
Cherokee County. By 1863, how-
ever, the Union Army had already
invaded Narth Alabama, bring-
ing death and destruction in its
wake.

Tlie voters returned to their
traditional champion and gave
Cobb a resounding victory over
the warmongering Ralls.

For reasons known only to
himself. ('obb did not jourmey to
Richmond when the Confederate
Congrress convened in Felbiruary
1864. Cobb’s failure to take his
seat caused considerable criti-
cism, and [(lie ('onfederate House
of Representatives appointed a

Pernsnrard. tenuice
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Watienitiy atd Gerid) & geliciel
frte-need
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committee to look into his ab-
sence. Their report stated that
Cobb’s home was now behind the
Union lines and that Cobb had
been seen talking to the enemny.
This was hardly evidence of dis-
loyalty, but the Confedicrate Con-
gress unanimously declared
Cobb’s seat to be vacant.
Meanwhile, Wiillzamson Cobb
remained quietly at his home in
Bellefonte, trying to safegmard
his property from destruction by
the Yamkees. On Nowember 1,
1864, the Jackson County “giant
killer” was found lying dead ofa
gunshot wound. Cobb had been
repairing a fence on his farm and
supposedly had been careless
enough to use a loaded revolver
as a hammer, holding it by the
barrel. The pistol had fired, kill-
ing Cobb. While Cobb’s death
was most likely an unfortunate
accident, more than a few people

womndered ifhe hadn't been mur-
dered by a secessionist, angered
by Cobb’s less than enthusiastic
support of the Confederacy.

Sadlly, the popular politician
was laid to rest in the Cobb fam-
ily cemetery on his brother’s
plantation near Flint River, in
neighboring Niadison Countyy,
Allabama. With Cobb’s death, a
unique and colorful character
passed from the Allabama scene.
No more would the familiar fig-
ure be seen at election time rat-
tling the crockery, munching on
corn bread, and singing his song,
“Uncle Sam is rich enough to give
us all a farm.”

Even Willliam Garrett, often a
critic, had To admit it. “Take him
altogether," he said, “Mr. Cobb
was a remarkable and success-
ful man." Ihat is an epitaph all
of us can enwy.
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Working
For A Living

by Cwolllins (C.E.) Wynn

I think most of our “Old
Huntsville” readers can relate to
these stories because as young-
sters in the early 1960’s
Huntsville we were each pretty
much the same, bouncing
around trying to pick up a little
loose change for pocket momey.

Like most of my male school
friends I started my working
career pushing a lawnmower
either at home or around in the
neighborhood usually picking up
$.50 or $1, and slowly graduated
to fixed pay Jobs. Because my
Dad was a Huntsville Police Of-
ficer he moved around all over
Huntsville and knew a lot of
people. Consequentlly, he was al-
ways coming home with a new
job for me. He got me started on
my first 3 jobs and I found the
ones at Gibson’s Bar-B-Q and
Terry’s Pizza on my own. The
worst jobs I ever had were my
first two and I learned from them
right away that I wanted nothing
to do with the restauramt/kitchen
business no matter how much
money was involved.

My very first job was in a res-
taurant kitchen at the corner of
Gowemnor's Drive and the Park-
way and was a Huntsville staple

although, for the life ofme, I can-
not recall the name even through
I can still see the sign in my
mind’s eye today. It was on the
order of an old style Shoney’s

and lasted, I think, until the
Parkway was widened some
years ago. | don't recall the sal-
ary but you can bet it wasn’t
much - didn’t matter anyway be-
cause [ lasted one day. Washing
dishes for 9 hours straight in the
hot, steamy, and grimy rear room
of a restaurant kitchen was no
fun whatever. 1 did not return
after that first day and moved on
to my next workplace adventure.
I was about 14 at the time - I
seem to remember that a kid had
to be 14 to hold a real job.

Not yet completely disen-
chanted with the restaurant/

|

kitchen busi-
ness | moved I
on to general

flunky employ-
ment atil
George’s Res-
taurant on
Wedliman Aw-
enue between
Russell Street

and Jacksomn
Way in Five
Poimnts and ilie
Rebel Inn in
West Huntsville
at the corner of
Triana Boule-
vard and 9th
Avenue. Most of
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the time I was at George’s in Five
Points but from time to time I
was “loaned labor” to the Rebel
Inn. My salary was $.33 hour and
I was assigned various duties in-
cluding washing dishes but at
least I didn’t wash dishes all the
time.

Which leads me to the story
of how some unknown soul un-
wittingly ate my finger in the
summer of 1961. It had been a
long day and my last chore was
to peel a bag of potatoes for the
evening shift after which I was
free to go. I was sitting on a crate
in the back of the kitchen with
the bag of potatoes on the floor
by my left leg with a big steel bowl
between my knees where the
cleaned potatoes were placed.
I'm sure ya’ll have all seen the
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peel was sliced off. Well, in my RGN AYjMAN CO. W

haste to be gone, I managed to
slice off a sizable portion of my
left index finger and watched as
it fell smack into the almost full
bowl of freshly peeled potatoes.
Now, my dilemma became what
to do - if I told the owner he
would throw it all out and I
would have to start over and be
another hour or more getting out
of there. Or, I could say nothing,
bandage up my finger, and high
tail it home leaving a piece of me
to be served up for dinner that
night. Of course I chose to say
nothing and have chuckled about
it for 45 years. I can't forget the
incident because I have a promi-
nent scar I see every time I look
at my left hand.

From that I tried to find

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residlential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

“A Contractor You Can

double-edged potato peeler gad- something a little less structured Trust”
get that has a single handle on and got myself a paper route.
it. To use it I held the potato in Allthough I always had just
my left hand and swept the enough money to pay for my pa-
peeler swiftly back and forth pers I never did have much of a
slowly rotating the potato as the profit butIalways had fun. Over-
Hours
Showroom Mon-Fri 8<8
Saft 87
HOME OF THE HEXT F-I50
wwwwaedizimdzison ford.com Service & Paris Mon*Fri 76
Salt 7-3
2500 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al Rentsi Mon*Frl 746
256-539-xuil Sait 7-12

MORE FOR LESS.. PERIOD!I!



http://www.woodyandersonford.com

all it truly was a good business

boy at a grocery in Parkway City ness) and lasted there for a few

experience. My route was all of (similar to my later-in-life expe- weeks. Actually the job was good

Halsey Awemue in Dallas and it
ran west on Halsey from
Wiindlham Street to Dallas Street
then south for two blocks to
Stephens Awemue. During the
year or so | kept the route I met
some interesting people. On the
southeast comer of Halsey and
England Street lived two elderly
spinsters who, I think, were re-
tired sister schoolteachers. Their
wooden house was cowered with
fake brick asphalt shingles and
tarpaper. They were both very
kind to me and I was always
careful to make sure their paper
was up on the porch where it
would stay dry. When I would go
by to collect on Saturday morn-
ing they would often make me
come in and sit with them be-
fore I could get paid. Their house
was clean but musty and always
seemed to have a fire blazing in
the pot bellied coal stove in the
living room regardless ofthe time
of'the year. They each wore mas-
sive type ladies shoes with their
hose rolled down to below their
knees.

Across the street lived the
“Tattooed Man” - I don’'t mean
one or two like some of us have
now - since he often wore no shirt
you could see he was covered
with them from the neck down.
Yeears later Rod Steiger's charac-
ter in the Ray Bradbury movie
“Something Wiikcked This Way
Comes” reminded me of him.
Amnd, to top it all, I was in love
with a red headed girl that lived
at the start of my route on
Wimdlham Street. Allthough I
never met her nor knew her
name I convinced myselfmy love
for her was true - of course, by
the end of the next week I had
changed my mind and moved on
to my next love. So goes the days
of our lives, huh?

Affter my entrepreneurial ca-
reer as a newspaperman floun-
dered 1 went back to the secu-
rity of a fixed income as a bag

rience in the comstruction busi- - bagging groceries and carrying

PROBLEMS?

Child, Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry
« Anxiety Emphasis on Problem-SOLVING

* Depression
o Marital Conflict 2344 Pansy Street SW, Huntsville, AL 35801

* Parenting Difficulties (258) 534-2929

InterSouth

properties
“Leasing and Managing Hunisville’s Premier Office Buildings”

* Research Park Office Center

Phone (256) 830-9160 * University Square Business Center
Fax (256) 430-0881 * 8215 Madison Blvd.

* Park West Center

Visit us at www.intersouth-properiies.com

Fine Antique Furnitue & Accessories
Corrm

Visit

1 1618 Hughes Road - 895-9791
at the corner off Hughes Road and 72 West



http://www.intersouth-properties.com

them out to cars for the custom-
ers. It suited my personality be-
cause I was able to move around
and meet people. This is one of
the places and circumstances
where I learned to enjoy being
helpful and useful. I didn’t stay
there too long because the store
was just too far from home and
getting rides proved difficult (jpre-
driving days). I believe the store
was a Kroger's but I'm not abso-
lutely certain.

Shortly thereafter I worked at
Allbert Hall’'s 66 Service Station
on the corner of Oakwood and
Jackson Way off and on for a
while to pick up a few bucks. The
job was pumping gas with a few
general clean up chores. Al-
though I didn't work there long
or much, I learned one of life’s
really hard lessons standing
there next to a gas pump late one
afternoon. [ had Just filled up a
car with gas and (old the lady
driving "that’ll be $3.48" or sonic
such (these were days ofonly "full
service”, you know). She smiled
sweetly at me and said “put it on
Buck’s ticket”, then cranked the
car and drove off. I went enthu-
siastically bouncing into the of-
fice and announced to all present
“somebody needs to put $3.48 on
Bucks ticket” to which Allbert
loudly replied “Hell, boy, I don't
hold tickets. You've just been had
and you owe me $3.48". In that
instant I learned to regard smil-
ing faces with considerable sus-
picion. By the way, the urinal in
Allbert’s restroom had a hand
printed sign over it which read
“Please don't throw your butts in
the urinal, it makes them soggy
and hard to light!”.

Affter getting my driver’s li-
cense | expanded my horizons by
going to work as a Carhop at
Gibson’s Bar-B-Q, on the west
side of North Parkway between
University Drive and Oakwood
Awgnue. This was another one of
those good experiences mostly
because everyone there treated
me as a part of the team rather

than just some kid
working part time.
I really liked it. My
first paycheck was
$21.00 (a $.50
hour job): it was
the most money I
had ever had at one
time. I asked the
cashier to pay me
in $1 bills so it
would seem like
more. The job con-
sisted of taking or-
ders from people
sitting in cars, then
putting the orders
together and bring-
ing it back to them.
Gilbson’s used a
system where the
Carhops (all male,
by the way) carried
the outgoing orders
by the cashier
where they paid for
the orders then de-
livered the food to
the cars and col-
lected their money
back plus whatever
tip they could
wheedle out of the
customer. This
procedure meant
that if a customer
drove off without
paying, the loss

B ——— ]

GOT LAND?

Don’t know exactly what to do with it? Let us
help - we’ll show you how
to get the most for your property.

WE BUY LAND, CASH, FAST.
SISCO LAND €0, LLc  256-090-2790
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went to the Carhop not to the res-

taurant. Consequently all of us
paid close attention to our busi-
ness and “drive-off’s” were rare.

Also, this is the first time I
ever saw a microwave oven;
Gibson’s had one and they used
it to heat up slices of pie. The
food was great and their menu
was Bar-B-Q fare - beefand pork
sandwiches and plates, etc. How-
ever, they had a specialty by-
product called “Skins”. “Skins”
were big brown greasy paper
bags filled to overflowing with the
fat and skin left when chopping
up the meat. “Skins” were sold
only out the back door and never
in the dining room or the curb
service area. Customers drove
up to the back door and called
out how many bags they wanted.
Gibson's wasted nothimg,

If there were no customers
the Carhops were pretty much on
our own and spent considerable
time sitting around on crates out
on the curb telling old lies and
inventing new ones. One cold,
cold winter night in late 1962
around 8 or 9 PM (an hour or so
before closing) my friend Goose
(Jim) Shelton pulled up to the

£eavrs £
Craw Se

DOWNTOWN/HUNESYUtg

Certified Angus
Fresh Seaffood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Monday - Sunday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

curb in the Blue Goose with an
unidentified assistant riding
shotgun (the unidentified assis-
tant is currently a figure of some
prominence in northeast Humnis-
ville so I'll refrain from using his
name - Goose and I have already
ruined our reputations so our
names don't really matter). They
had come by to rag me about
having to work while they were
out riding around and goofing
off. Also, they needed a spoon.
Why a spoon, you ask? It seems
the unidentified assistant had
obtained a six-pack of beer and
stashed 1l outdoors in some
bushes near llis house where il
had firozen solid. Atlci | gol them
a couple of spoons they sal «ltii

etly there in the car and ale a six

pack of frozen beer. Simple
times, weren't they?

My premier high school job
was at Terry’s Pizza in North
Huntsville. Terry's was located in
a strip shopping center on east
side of Nerth Parkway across
from Spry Fumeral Home. Al-
though now a thriving multi-lo-

Washington
Squiare

GhASS

For Any Purpese

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Manfles

Counters
Ercl

All edges groumd
und polished.

Call 364 and let
Utt make you an
oatimato.

Himitswille
Glass & Paint Co,

(Original adfrom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!
534-2621
2201 Hoimes Ave. N.

Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 8am - 2pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-5555

Cowme for ThEe Feod ...
Stay for The Fum!

Live Music
Niig iy !

MoNdny - SATURdAY
OgiiN 11AM > 2aM

Sunday 4pw < 2am

"3 Different Restanrants - One Great Location” —



cation full service restaurant
that has been a Huntsville fix-
ture for over 40 years, the
Terry's where [ worked was the
original little “Mom and Pop”
business and the only pizza
place (I think) in Huntsville. The
place we had was about 20" wide
and 60' long - Just enough for a
small kitchen, one large pizza
oven, a counter, a few small
tables, restrooms and a little

storage space.

I got the Delivery Boy job just
by walking in and asking for it.
The owmers were a guy who
worked for IBM and his wife who
started the business as a family
venture. They were super people
and very good to me during the
year or so I worked for them. I
understand that sometime later
he left IBM and devoted his full
time effforts to developing the

Madison
Marnor

Alpha Eslalesdsssapsas

Check our website for information on upcoming auctlons.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Allf
Wiie sort, price, maik and sell all your items for you. We're there with
Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence io each of our
customers

Bob Baker, HLS.C.A,,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.coi|

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. * Madison, AL

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
[herapies

Registered, Licensed & Certified Stafff

Individualized Social Services and Activities

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. I’s a diffference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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HUNTSVILLE'S

TRAIN STORE

A Model Raillroaders Paradise

One of the most unique
stores in the
Tennessee Valley

Huge selection oftrains and
supplies for Christmas
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business. When I was with them
in 1963 and 64 we had a total of
five employees (two cooks, two

there was a small business be-
tween the two sections that
would not sell out. It was a good

ANTIQUES

waitresses, and me). Since we job and environment for a teen- Ammegican - Asian
were such a small business ev- age boy because I got to see many European
erybody did ewverything - cooks of my classmates who came by
delivered and the delivery boy to pick up carry-out pizzas. In Miitrored Furnitare
cooked; we all took orders and fact, I first met my future wife in By Cladia Strasser
shared in the clean-up chores.  early 1963 over the counter there

Unlike current pizza delivery at Terry’s. It was a pretty cool job Original Handpainted
businesses, at that time the busi- and I doubled my salary from Furniture & Agoessories
ness owned the delivery vehicles Gibson’s Bar-B-Q where I previ- By Tnna Ryzhkova
- we had an English Ford Anglia ously worked (from $.50 to
and a VW Bus - I enjoyed being $1.00 an hour) plus we had a lot
paid to run around all over north of fun. For instance, there was Seda France, Nopvelle
Huntsville in someone else’s ve- no one named “Terry” - it was Candles, & Chai Tea
hicles using their gasoline. Dur- completely fictitious. From time 3
ing the timeg I was \%1?th them Lou to time we would get calls ask- 2336A Whitiesburg Dr.

expanded the business to in-
clude the “bar’ that is probably
still there today just a few doors
down from the start-up location
- I remember giving the ceiling
it's original black paint job and
helping to build the bar. At the
time we had to go outside to

ing to speak to “Terry”; rather
than give the long winded expla-
nation about how there was no
such person, we all just took
turns being “Terry” - life was a
lot simpler that way. There was
a good strong sense of teamwork
I came to appreciate very much
and which served me well in later

between Gowetmors ¢ Bob Wialliace

of
WHITESBURG

move from the original restau-

rant to the bar area because pursuits.

Located in the Beautiful
Twickenham
Historic District

507 Adams Street
$799,900

Completely Renovated!
Chosen “MLS Home of the Week”

Circa 1916 - The current owner, a well
known antiques dealer, has renovated this
charming home in keeping with its
wonderful historic character.

The fabulous new standing seam copper roof should last for a life-time. This house has a parior,
formal dining, family room and modern kitchen. It also has four bedrooms and four bathrooms. You
can walk through the exquisite private garden in the backyard and enjoy the quiet pagoda that
overlooks the garden.

For More Information Contact:
Richard Van Valkenburgh, ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI
Office Phone: (256) 539-0505

Cell: (256) 651-4593
www.vvwrealtor.com

(256) 539-0505
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* To clean glass, use old
newspapers instead of paper
towels. This works better and
costs alot less.

* Do you have a hard time
staying within your budget for
everyday items? Why not buy gift
cards monthly for stores where
you visit regularly and tend to
overspend. When the gift card is
used up, you have to stop spend-
ing. This works great for stores
like Wallmart, Starbucks, grocery
stores and department stores.

* Don’t throw your old
broom away. You can get more
life from i1 by cutting the dirty,
worn tips off with scissors.

¥  Take advantage of your
public library for free books,
books-on-tape, DVD’s and videos
instead of paying to buy or rent
them at a book or video store. If
you're a steady reader, you can
save literally hundreds of dollars
a year.

* Spray matte (not shimy)
urethane on all of your metal or
wooden outdoor items that may
rust or rot, such as wind chimes,
small lawn ornaments, bird-
houses, benches, etc. This will
really increase the life of these
kind of items.

* Ladies, instead of throw-
ing away lipstick when it is al-
most gone, scrape out what is left
with a plastic knife and put it
into a mint tin. Soon you’ll have
apallet ofall your favorite shades
that you can apply with a lip
brush. You can even mix the col-
ors to create new shades!

*  Check with your local
phone company to see if they of-
fer limited calling plans. For ex-
ample, they may allow you to
make up to 30 calls a month for

a low fee and there are
no restrictions on incom-
ing calls or minutes
used. This is often a big
money saver, even if you
go over your monthly al-
lotted calls, because
most often your charges
will not equal the unlim-
ited calling plan charge.

* Make your wind-
shield wipers last for one
more season by sanding
the edges of the brittle
rubber with sandpaper
and they’ll be like new
again!

*  Create your own
gourmet mustard by
mixing ground mustard
powder with water or
wine, then adding any of
the following: horserad-
ish, pepper, herbs,
spices or ground mus-
tard seeds to taste.

820 Wellman Ave.
Huntsville. AL 35801

;2 HARMONY -3
$ound

Musical Instruments
New & Used Sound Equipment

Bill & Linda Graviett
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Tapas Restaurant

1/2 Mile South off the Radisson

Serving a Varlety of Dishes
from around the World
Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts
Plus Many Other Offerings Awalit You

Full Bar, Cozy Dining
Open Chef Kitchen

Hours
Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Szit5-10
Reservations Accepted

7914 So. Memorial Pky.
Huntsville, Al 35802
(256) 880-7333

FrHomes 2565 53 22568622
Fax 256-512-5639

MELLER & MILLER

General
Calebrating Our 42nd Year

Preud To Be Ameriean

Coritractors




Lingerie - Lotions & Gifts - Adult Toys - Movies - Cards & Books
4925 University Dr, Huntsville Al. 830-0069

8¢ 2504 J[IASHUNY PIO



Because many of you have
not been able to get theflu shot,
and just because we need to do
all we can to stay warm, happy
and healthy during the cold win-
ter months, here are affew com-
mon sense tips that will help.

¥ If you can’t avoid crowds,
keep a good supply of Cold-Eeze
fruit drops - take one as soon as
you feel a cold coming on - they
have been proven to cut the cold
duration in half.

* Amnytime you go out shop-
ping or to visit people, always
wash your hands when you come
home. You can pick up all kinds
of germs just by opening doors,
touching groceries, etc.

* Dewelop new interests and
hobbit's. Gel inlo something that
you really feel passionate about.

* Products like coffee, ciga-
rettes and chocolate may con-
tribute to depression and highs
and lows of energy.

* Buy some of that anti-bac-
terial lotion that dries on contact
with your hands - to keep in the
car or your purse.

¥ Stress can make you sick
and damage your immune
system. Get rid of all the stres-
sors in your life - and that may
include people.

* Pamper yourself. Get your
hair done ifit makes you hapypy.
Treat yourself like you would
your best friend.

* Be in control - of your
finances, your family, your
decisions - being out of control
will contribute to depression.

¥ Eat and drink spaniigdly,
but with gusto.

* Keep working at either paid
or volunteer work. Once you sit
down for good, you're a goner.

* This is for ladies only - for

bad cramps, take one teaspoon-
ful of vinegar each night, and
place an old pair of shoes
upside-down under your bed
before you go to sleep.

*  For men only - if you are
getting backaches,try moving
your wallet to a diffierent pocket.
Many men get backaches from
sitting on wallets all day. Also,
loosen up your collar - a tight one
can reduce your circulation and
restrict breathiimg,

* Peppermint tea is wonder-
ful for relaxing you and relieving
moodiness - drink it warm and
stromg,

* Make a good cough syrup
by mixing 1/3 cup homey, 1/3 cup
whiskey and 1/3 cup lemon juice.
Take a spoonful at a time. (Don’t
use a shot glass)

* If you are stopped up at
night, try propping up your pil-
lows a few inches more than
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usual. Also, put your pillows
outside on a sunny day - they will
smell so firesh at night!

¥ Ifyou're feeling blue, clean
your house - it will make you feel
better almost immediiateky.

* Ifyou cut your finger, cover
the wound with black pepper. It
will not burn, instead will stop
the bleeding, take out the sore-
ness and promote faster healimg,

Sold Wife

John Kendall of Madison
County was arrested yesterday on
the charges of selling his wife to
Lem Nobles for the sum of 25 dol-
lars.

Apparently all concerned par-
ties were happy with the trans-
action until Nobles was informed
that he was also the owner of six
children, whereas he promptly
complained of fraud to the Sheriff.

Both men are currently resi-
dents of the jail and are expected
to stand trial soon. Mrs. Kendall,
and her six children, are residing
at the home of Lem Nobles.
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The Ghosts of
Helion Lodge

by Rick Storey

Lights that turn themselves
on and off in the middle of the
night, doors that open and close
for no apparent reason, myste-
rious stairways that lead to no-
where. A ghost would certainly
feel at home here. The oldest
Masonic ediface in the state of
Allabama has welcomed thou-
sands of gentlemen during the
last two centuries. It stands to
reason some of them may have
decided to return there in spirit
form.

Guided tours through the
Twitdkenham Historic district
stop in front of 409 Lincoln
Street and are quick to point out
this is the oldest Miasonic Lodge
in the state, “they say it’s
haunted” and proceed to de-
scribe some of the mysterious
phenomena occurring within;
stramge presences felt, hanging
pictures that jump off the wall,
that sort of thing,

Secretary Garry Smith was
working in the lodge kitchen late
one evening and heard a door
slam shut. “I was the only one in
the building at the time.” Others
offer similar accounts of doors
opening and closing mysteri-
ously by themselves, including
the present Master of the Lodge.
Amother member once recalled
an instance when notjust a door
slammed while the building was
secured but the sound of some-
thing being dragged across the
floor upstairs was heard. Old
buildings are creaky though and
what one person hears as foot-
steps may only be that of the
dwelling settlimg. Or is it?

A recent past master talking
to another past master, while
discussing Henry Pollard, a past
master from the early 1900s in
front of his portrait, saw his

nameplate for no apparent rea-
son leap offthe wall. On an ear-
lier occasion the entire framed
portrait of H.C. Polllard jumped
completely off the wall. Is this
mere coincidence?

There have also been ac-
counts of lights coming on in the
attic long after the building had
been emptied and later turning
themselves off. There is no high
tech explanation of this
occurrance. One brother notic-
ing the atlic light from the street,
unlocked the door, ran upstairs
to flip die switch but was sur-
prised to find it had switched off
when lie arrived. A recent fflormer
steward also accounted how
creepy the secret staircase to the
basement is, "something has al
ways told me to stay out of
there”. That basement legend
says it connects to the catacombs
that run under the old city. We
have bats and a dungeon, what
other secrets does Helion Lodge
#1 hold?

One brother joked, “if we do
have ghosts here I'd like to think
they're friendly since they’re

probably a brother”. Could it be,
ghosts are alive and well in
Helion Lodge #1 and signed in
perhaps on one of the old dusty
register books stacked in its
dark corners?

We’ve Moved!
the Q)

seap dish

has moved to

Hartlex Antique Mali
181 Hughes Road, Madison

and lo tho world wido wob...
www.thesoapdishonline.com

A Unique Body & Balli |

Boutique featuring

soaps, candles,

bath items, linens

and unique |
gifts for that

special [
person on |
your list.
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Plenty to eat at
the Fair in 1891

frrom 1891 newspaper

Those attending our Madison County
Fair will be bounteously fed. The follow-
ing is the bill of fare for the dining hall at
the fairgrounds:

Barbecued Pig

Pighead Hash, Barbecued Lamb

Roasted Turkey, Dressed Ham

Chicken and Turkeys, roasted on spits

Pickles of all Kinds

Pone and wheat breads

“Cole Slaw”

Sliced Tomatoes & Cucumbers

“Canduffel Salard”

Hot Coffee and Teas

For Dessent:

White Miountain Cake, Chocolate Cake
Grape Tarts, Lemon Custards
Huckleberry turnovers

Ice cream and cake extra, 20 cts.
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)5 Bob Wallace Ave, Suite B, Huntsville, AL. 35;

(256) 533-5811

Paritralts with Santa!

-

Nov 16th, 26th, & 27th

Lirnited
Time!

Lynching
in Huntsville

firom 1878 newspaper

The lynching of the white
an, Mike Wihite, and two
“groes, Ben. Evans and Eph.
all, at Huntsville, Allabama,
ednesday for the murder of
“hoenberger, the butcher, was
itmnessed by 3,000 people.

The mob was composed, as
ports say, of good citizens with-
it mask or disguise. White pro-
sted his innocence to the last;
Jth the negroes acknowledged
id said White instigated it. The
aattanooga Times special says:
hite’s life was insured for ten
ousand dollars.

His attorneys suggested that
confession would violate the
ilicy; hence the declaration of
nocence. The insurance com-
my is not expected to pay.
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Growing up in
the Country

by Helen Medlin
“From wmy mother's memories”

“During the time that we lived
in Tidwell Lane in the big house
(wiich was later the Grizzard
home known as Grizzard Road
today), we would go to town ev-
ery Saturdkay, which was the
highlight of our week. Each ofus
had a dime to buy whatever we
wanted.

This was before Dad lost the
farm and before the Depression.
We started back home after be-
ing in town. Dad always went by
the Ice Plant down by the Big
Spring to buy ice to take home.
Wiith all of us in one car, that was
a load and some of the boys
would ride on the running
boards. In those days cars had
running boards that ran under
the doors, and the cars set up
higher in those days than they
do now.

This particular Saturday Joe
was standing on the running
board of the car and when we
stopped for ice, he jumped off
and ran to get a drink of water,
no one thought anything about
it and some time later, in fact we
had gotten to Pulaski Pike when
Mama (grandma Tidwell) looked
around and asked where Joe
was. Opie, one of the children,
said, “Well, he got off at the Ice
Plant to get a drink of water.” No
one seemed to be worried about
him, I guess there was so many
of us we just did not get upset
about one being missimg. We
turned around and went back to

“l was such an ugly baby, my
mother never breast-fed me.
She told me that she only liked
me as a friend.”

Rodney Damngerfield

the Big Spring and when we got
there, Joe wasn't worried at all,
he was just walking around the
fountain, like he didn’t have a
worry in the waorld.” Of course
we all teased him a lot about that
and he never got off again.”
Things like this happened
some lime in a large fanmilly.
With a family so large, it took
quite a bit of planning to fix
enough to eat and my granddad
Tidwell was a person who appre-
ciated how hard grandma
worked to have meals on the
table three times a dasyy. On Sat-
urdays, after he sold vegetables
from (he garden, he would go by
a store and buy 3 large cans of
salmon and a five pound box of
wieners. That was a special treat
for supper on Saturday nights.
The salmon and wieners cooked
along with a big pan of biscuits,
gravy and iced tea was great.
The first Saturday of each
month they would go to the Hur-
ricane (‘reek Primitive Baptist

Church lor
preachimg,
then on
Sunday
they would
go back
for most of
the day
preaching
and din-
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ner on the ground. For most of
you, who don’t know about these
meetings, you haven't lived until
you have been to one. I grew up
mostly with my grandparents
and the uncles and aunts since I
was the oldest grandchild and
there were a lot of these gather-
ings. Today I think back often
about the times of fellowship
with mamy, many friends and
family members who have now
gone on to their heavenly home
and some who are still there in
the church. We did not have to
look for emtertainment back
then. We knew that Sundays
were spent for preaching and
visiting with people we cared
about.

My grandparents joined the
Hurricane Creek Primitive Bap-
tist Church in May 1929 and for
the rest of their lives the church,
and its members played an im-
portant pari in their lives. The
pastor al dial lime was Brother
Morgan Walker who, along with
his wife and children, would visit
my granddad’s home on occa-
sion and, spend the night. Neigh-
bors, friends, and anyone who
wanted to visit, would gather at
the house to listen to Brother
Wallker preach, then we would all
sing the old time songs. I still
remember two ofthem, “On The
Wings Of a Snow White Dove”
and “Amazing Grrace”. These
were my mother’s favorites.

There are so many stories I
remember about the people in
the Hurricane Creek Primitive
Baptist Church; all good things,
but it would take another story
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Amnother Case of Shooting

Amother case of shooting occmrred near Maysville last Friday.
As usual, whisky was at the bottom of this unfortunate affair. Jim
Headrick and Jeff Dunlap, were drinking and carousing together
in town, and were on their way home, when the liquor began to do
its work, a quarrel ensued, and Jim Headrick shot Jeff Dunlap in
the face just below the eye, but being a small weapon the wound

has not proved very serious. from 1901 newspaper

EnviroSafe
(256) 704-4570

www.uglyroof.com
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Making Soap

by Juanita Reid

I remember my mother and
grandmother making soap when
I was a young girl, and times
were so diffferent

They made their lye by leach-
ing water through hardwood
ashes. They used the stump from
an old tree that had broken off
in a wind storm. The tree was
hollow and had a hole near the
bottom — evidently had been an
animal den at one time or per-
haps where a limb had rotted oill.
The hole was about four inches
round. They took a hollowed out
limb, cut it in half, inserted it into
the hole and use that as a drain
spout for the leaching of the lye
water.

Back in those days, we had
wooden buckets and if memory
serves me right, that was what
they used to collect the leached
lye water from ashes. I do not
recall ifthey put straw in the hol-
lowed out tree to keep the ashes
from washing through but they
must have. They poured the wa-
ter through the ashes and would
put more ashes into the tree
stump and pour the lye water
back through until it would float
an egg — strong enough for soap
making,

The soap was made in the
iron wash pot used for boiling
the clothes. A fire was built un-
der the wash pot, the rendered

fat saved from cooking meats
was added to the pot and the lye
water from the wood ashes
added and boiled until it became
soap (traced). The soap was
poured into a wooden box lined
with an old pillowcase that had
been dipped in grease. The soap
was left to go solid and then cut
into bars. The soap was certainly
not pretty | remember it was
grey and contained some grit
from (he ashes, 'flic tat must
have been rancid because my
memory can still smell that
“prandma’s lye soap." Il got
clothes clean but required a lot
of rinsing to get rid of the ash or
the clothes would be dimgy. It
certainly stopped children from
repeating curse words after once
having their mouth washed out
with that soap.

This soap was used for every-
thing. It would be what we today
call hot processed because it was
boiled for hours if necessary to
reach trace. It was a softer soap
than we are used to but it was
definitely a bar soap because it
rested on the lip ofthe rub-board
and was kept in a soap dish for
washing dishes.

Other uses for that same lye
water was to wash wooden floors
in the house. All animals and
children were forbidden access
to the house until the floor dried
completelly. Lye water was placed

in the iron pot along with some
of the cut up soap before adding
the clothes that were boiled.
Homemade Lye water was used
to soak field corn to make
hominy and after much rinsimg,
the hominy was either used as a
vegetable or could be dried and
ground into grits. The exocess lye
water was stored for later use.
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Heard on the
Street in 1891

- The Directors of the Humnts-
ville Agnitoulitural & Mechanical
Fair Asso. intend to spread them-
selves this year in making the fair
a success. They are offfering
$5,000 in cash premiums, four
races a day have been booked,
balloon ascensions, specialty
rates on the railroads, and ev-
erything else necessary to make
it a success. Mr. W. R.
VanWedlcenburgh, the energetic
secretary, is sending out cata-
logues and giving all the informa-
tion desired to those who applly.

- Yesterday, through Capt. J.
H. Bone, Mr. W. R. Van
Vadlkemburgh sold to Mrs. E. M.
Musick, one of his cottages on
Maiden Lane, for $2,000. Mrs
Musick released her option on
the Washington street property
and bought the above.

- Released - Henry Hone,
white, who resides in the north-
ern part of the city, has been lay-
ing in jail for sometime on a
charge of being unlawfully mar-
ried- he having a living wife. He
was turned loose yesterday on
bond for his appearance at next
term of Circuit Court.

- For Sale - a three room cot-
tage on Wallker street. The lot is
60 feet front, 200 feet deep.
Terms cash. Apply to E. R. Latta

- Dr. J. B. Macon of Bell Fac-
tory was circulating among
Huntsvillians recemtily.

- Manager Halsey is making
a deserving efffort to give our
[egple’s higher class of enter-

Mirs, Ford *

Hiouse Clleaning
You deserve to
Pamper yourself!
694-1301

tainments at the Opera house
this season. Allthough he is
handicapped in the way of mak-
ing needed improvements in the
Opera House interior, he adds a
new feature in the employment
of an orchestra, something that
has been needed for years.

- Dr. J. P Hampton of
Meridianville was in town yester-
day. The Doctor will have a good
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and creditable display of farm
products at the Fair next week.

“Brother Speeder, let’s
rehearse: All together,
Good Morning, Nurse!”

Old Burma Shave ad seen
along highways
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Amnother

Thanksgjving,
Years Ago

By Dr. Sherman Seltzer
submitted by Placide Nicaise

Here it is, almost Thanksgiv-
ing again. [ just came back inside
from checking the cattle and
horses. It is kinda cold outside,
but the cold just sharpens my
deeper memory ... of another
cold November 25th many years
ago. This date never seems to slip
by me graciouslly, and I reckon it
never will. I'll share it with you,
ifyou have a minute to share an
olde sojer’s war memories.

Let’s step back to another
time and place. It is November
25th, 1950 and we are in Korea,
about 15 miles south of'the Yalu
River, the boundary that sepa-
rates us from Manchuria. The
wind is piercing, and the Aurtil-
lery folks tell us the thermom-
eters read 35 degrees below zero.
We have not been issued our win-
ter clothing, but MacXntihuor says
we'll be home for Chiristmas. We
are poised to attack tomorrow
and hope to get the war over with.

Since today is Thanksgiving,
our commanding General (2d In-
fantry Division) decrees that all
troops will get real turkey. He was
good for his word. While loading
our tanks with ammunition, and
gasoline, we have a real Thanks-
giving feast. It is a meal to re-
member.

As we eat, we are startled to
hear some incoming rounds.
Sounds like big mortars. Before
we can dive under or into our
tanks, my buddy Clark Munroe
(another 2d Lt. platoon leader
in my compamy) is lightly

wounded and his tank crewman
killed. Why would a beaten, re-
treating North Korean Army be
doing this, we ponder. Our com-
pany commander sends Ed
Quinn (platoon leader) across the
nearby Chongchon River with

quiality furniture,
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orders to “emplace yourself on
commanding ground and hold at
all costs.” Ed grimaces as he
leaves...

Two prisoners are hurried
past. We hear that they report
large masses of troops and
tanks. Our S-2 dismisses its va-
lidity. Surelly, Chinese troops
would not be entering the war!

The full moon rises and illu-
minates the landscape. It brings
back memories of how, not very
many full moons ago, it glowed
on Lou’s long blond hair, as we
sat “necking” in a convertible.
That romantic night in an arti-
choke field near her Dad’s ranch
now seems so far away.

Suddenly the night is alive
with glowing fire, bugles blastiinng,
and literally hordes of Chinese
riflemen pouring upon us. More
men in one place than I have ever
seen in my life. We are ready to
attack, for goodness’ sakes, not
defend! Quickly we begin with-
drawal tactics.

Clark’s platoon forms a thin
line of defense, firing hard and
fast. I form a similar line, about
1,000 yards behind him. He
slowly pulls back, trading
ground for time. At the last mo-
ment, he gathers up the accom-
panying infantry and rushes
back through my thin line. I open
fire at maximum ramge, covering
Cllark’s and his accompanying
infantrymen’s withdrawal. Then
I do my best to slow down the
onslaught, while Cllark moves his
platoon and infantry behind me
to form a line. ... and so on, for
several days and nights. Bitter
cold, terrible casualties, all buy-
ing time so the rest of the U.S.
8th Army can pull back across
the Han River (just south of the

“In the early days, |
wouldn’t have had anything
to eat, if it hadn’t been for the
stuff the audience threw
at me.”

Bob Hope

38th parallel). I can remember
once falling asleep while stand-
ing in my tank turret. Our 2nd
Infantry Division had 5,000 ca-
sualties over the next several
days - one third of our Division!

This was my indoctrination
to bitter warfare ... all beginning

one Thanksgiving night on the
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25th of November.

I still pause and pray on this
date for the souls of my brave
fallen comrades, and even for my
brave fallen enemy - young men
fighting for what they believed
was right.
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The
Bridgeport
Beacon

By H. B. Hughes

In 1922, the year that I was
born, neither Bridgeport nor
Stevemson had a High School..
In 1923, the State of Allabarma
had more funds for education
and both cities had opened their
respective schools of higher edu-
cation.

My father, L. H. “Buddy”
Hughes was elected President of
the Board of the Bridgeport City
Schools.

In 1923, my sister, Elizabeth
Maurine Hughes was a Senior in
the first graduating class of
1924. Until a new building could
be built next to the Elementary
School, the high school occupied
the third floor of the Whitcher
Building in the Wihittcher Block
in downtown Bridgeport on Ala-
bama Awenue.

The Principal was C. O.
Chisam who also taught some
classes as well as coached the
basketball team.

Miiss Jewel Carmack, (fiuture
Mrs. John Tanner), was hired at
the beginning ofthe 1924 school
year. The Elementary School had
a Principal and six Teachers with
Mrs. Harry Kelly teaching music.
Leslie Quarles was a classmate
of Miamrine and they were se-
lected to put together the first
High School annual.

They decided to call it
BRIDGEPORT BEACON. The
firrst order of business was to find
funds to fimance this publication,
so, they sold business ads.

They had twenty-seven in-
cluding one from Huntsville, Ala-
bama—A. Hipp had an office in

Bridgeport where came once a
week to test the eyes of the citi-
zens...

Affter totaling up the momey,
they asked the Bridgeport News
newspaper and printers how
many pages could be done for
that amount. Then they set out
to design their school annual.

They featured a picture ofthe
R.R. bridge on the first page and

‘mom, please put
the cocktail down
and come out with

poems; stories, and club were all your hands up!*
featured.

Then the Big Day came with
E. Miaurine Hughes as | "mustyou aiways
Vailledidtorian'and Leslie Quarles, be the center of
Salutorian. But wait a minute, attention?
Leslie was in the bottom fifty happy birthday.”

percent of the class.

Was It because he helped put
the | Brifjggpart Beacon together?
Was it because he and Maurine
were friends and her daddy was

These cards and more availablo at

president of the City Schools? KIONESI6H 6IFTS
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figure it out? (256) 489-0804
www.nonestichgifts.com
L Eor -
g HOME BUDDIES
Senior Care

Full Time Nanny Service ¢ Part Time Mommies Helpers
The Caring Connectlon

Locally owned and
operated sinee 1982

- 1

Mary Alice Cannon

We Provide Senior Care

* We celebrate 18 years of caring, compassionate, loving concern for your
quality of life, independence and empowerment.

* You will experience loss concern and worry about your loved one because
we require an extensive background checks with application and references.
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* We file long term care insurance, have very little turnover in caregivers, and
provide substitutes in emergencies.

* The best and most capable, dependable, and trust worthy girls want to be
“buddies.” They make more money. You receive greater value and less stress.

* We'll see to it that your Buddy is a good feel and good fit for you. We are “the
Caring Connection.”

* Your costs are lower because our overhead is lower.* Your “buddy’ is li=
censed and bonded and will take her “orders” from you.
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wer's Hardware Store

s "

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offfiering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padiock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 1b. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fatthers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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