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Aunt

Funice

The walls were decorated
with pictures of the famous
and infamous, grandchildren
and friends. Most likely you
had to pour your own coffee
and if you wanted something
besides ham, biscuits and
gravy, it probably wasnt on
the menu.

The owner, Eunice Merrell,
never became rich and
famous and she never held
political office, but during her
life she achieved something
even more important.

She became Huntsville’s
favorite aunt.
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Aunt Eunice

Huntsville has had many
attractions throughout its two
hundred-year history. Many
people would come to visit the
Space and Rocket Center. Other
people would take tours of the
antebellum homes or walk the
banks of the Big Spring where
so much of our history was
centered.

For many others, however,
the highlight of their visit would
be a trip to a small nondescript
brick restaurant on Andrew
Jackson Way that specialized in
ham, biscuits, hugs and smiles.
The walls were decorated with
pictures of the famous and infa-
mous, grandchildren and
friends. Most likely you had to
pour your own coffee and if you
wanted something besides ham,
biscuits and gravy, it probably
wasnt on the menu. The owner
would always be sitting in her
own chair at atable, surrounded
by friends, where she made
change out of an old cigar box.

The owner, Eunice Merrell,
never made a lot of money and
never held political office but she
achieved a status that made her
unigue to everyone in our city.

She was Huntsville’s Aunt
Eunice.

Eunice Merrell was born into
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a society that, in 1919, had not
changed much since the Civil
War. Madison County was still
largely agricultural with most
people living on small farms and
raising cotton as their sole cash
crop.

“We were so poor we couldnt
afford to pay attention!” is how
Aunt Eunice, with a twinkle in
her eye, described growing up in
rural Madison County.

Her father, Joseph Franklin
Jenkins, had moved to Madison
County in the 1880s with his
mother when he was three years
old. Known as a hard working
and industrious man, he mar-
ried Mary Magdeline Hornbuckle
and purchased a small farm
near Piney Woods, now known
as Cave Springs. Even for a hard
working man, with little money
to hire help, raising 250 acres
of cotton with a pair of mules
was backbreaking work.

“l started working in the
fields before | was even old
enough to go to school,” recalled
Eunice. “Iremember when I was
just a little girl and Mama made
me my first (cotton) picking bag
out of a flour sack. | never was
very good at picking cotton but
we were all expected to do what
we could.”
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If Eunice wasnt very good at
picking cotton, her brothers and
sisters probably made up the
difference. In all, there was a
total of twelve siblings - six
brothers and six sisters.

Her father was a minister and
named all of his children after
figures in the Bible. The broth-
ers were Phillip, Bartholomew,
Thomas, Matthew, James and
John, and the sisters were
Martha, Ruth, Mary Magdeline,
Naomi and Elizabeth. Eunice’s
friends used to tease her by
saying they had the whole Bible
sitting at the supper table!

“We had a two-horse wagon
when Iwas a child,” said Eunice
in an interview several years ago.
“I'remember once when we were
coming back from church and
Mama started counting heads.
No matter how she counted, she
kept coming up one short! Fi-
nally, Mama made Daddy turn
the horse around and go back to
church where we found one of
my sisters curled up under a
bench asleep.

“My father was a deeply reli-
gious man who never missed a
church service the whole time |
was growing up. He and my
mother were called on constantly
whenever there were sick folks
in the community. | remember
many times when there would be
a knock on the door in the
middle of the night from some-
one needing help. My parents

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and

never said no to anyone.

“Daddy performed a lot of
marriage ceremonies. | remem-
ber one time when a couple,
wanting to get married, came to
our house late at night after we
had gone to bed. Daddy never
complained. He just married
them, wished them luck and
went back to bed. Another time,
he married a couple in a cotton
field, at the end of the rows. |
don'tthink they picked cotton for
the rest of that day!

"All ofus had our own chores
and one ofmine was helping with
the washing. Mama had this big
black wash kettle that we would
build a fire under in the back-
yard, and myjob was stirring the
clothes with a big wooden
paddle. We put bluing in the wa-
ter to make the clothes whiter.
Later, when I was grown and got
my first washing machine, |
thought that was the most won-
derful invention in the world.

‘As a family we were pretty
self-sufficient. We raised most
everything we ate and Mama
made a lot of our clothes out of
flour sacks and fertilizer bags. |
remember carrying lunch to
school in a tin bucket. Some-
times, if I was lucky, | would
trade a couple of ham and bis-
cuits for a peanut butter sand-
wich. At that time | thought only
rich people ate peanut butter.

“l was twenty years old the
first time | ever came to town. It
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was at the end of cotton picking
season and as a special celebra-
tion Daddy carried us to the
County Fair. I had never seen so
many lights and so many people.
The thing that really impressed
me the most though was the cot-
ton candy. | had never tasted
anything like it.

“l suppose it’s difficult for
anyone who never picked cotton
to understand how happy we
were when it was finished. We
would get out in the fields at first
light, sometimes freezing to
death, and work all day long bent
over picking cotton. There was
no comfortable way to pick it. If
you bent over, your back killed
you and if you worked on your
knees you got gouged by sharp
rocks and thorns. If I was work-
ing for someone else | got paid
.50 cents a hundred pounds, or
.50 cents a day for chopping cot-
ton.

“The only good times of the
day were lunch time and quitting
time.”

In 1940 Eunice metand mar-
ried a local farm-worker named
Leonard Merrell. Though the
couple soon had three children,
any thoughts of her becoming a
typical housewife soon vanished.
The area was still recovering
from the worst depression this
country had ever known and
simply putting food on the table
was often a Herculean task.

“l did housework for Mrs.
Butler, who lived down the road,
and also helped take care of her
children. I'was paid six dollars a

week for six days a week. It
doesnt sound like much money
now, but we did whatever we had
to do back then.

“Later 1 went to work for my
brother-in-law who owned a
small restaurant in Farley. |
made $15 a week and the first
time | got paid | was scared to
death to be carrying that much
money. That was the most
money | had ever had at one
time!”

The restaurant was a popu-
lar gathering spot for local poli-
ticians and people wanting
favors. One local wag claimed
there was more business
conducted at the restaurant than
at the courthouse. For a young
country girl like Eunice, it
provided a valuable insight into
how politics were conducted at
the time.

"There was a back room in
the restaurant with a big wooden
table and every Monday morn-
ing the sheriff (Oliver McPeters)
would do his business there.
People who wanted to pay a fine
or wanted a favor, would wait
their turn to see him. Of course,
all the business was done in
cash. Sometimes the whole front
of the restaurant would be full
of people waiting to see (or pay)
some politician in the back
room.

“The first thing | learned in
the restaurant business was how
to pour coffee and the second
thing was how to keep my mouth
shut!”

After a few years Eunice de-
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cided to open her own place,
called the Butler Grill, across
from the old Butler High School.

“l borrowed seventy-five
dollars on my life insurance
policy to open the restaurant
with,” recalled Eunice. “l dont
think I was ever so scared in my
life as | was at the thought of
losing that money.

“l opened at 5 oclock in the
morning and stayed open until
about 9 or 10 oclock at night.
Sometimes | would run out of
food before 1 had a chance to go
to the store. Iremember late one
night when a bunch of rough
looking men came in and or-
dered hamburger steaks. They
had been up for several days
gambling and you could tell they
were all drinking. Anyway, | had
to tell them | was out of ham-
burger steaks. Next they ordered
pork chops and again | had to
tell them | didnt have any.

“Finally, one of the men
grinned at me and said, ‘Miss
Eunice, you just cook us
anything you havel!”

“l cooked them the biggest
breakfast you ever saw and
before they left they told me that
ifanyone ever tried to bother me,

to just give them a call.

“I didnt think much about it
until they started to leave and |
saw they were all carrying guns!”

Although Eunice worked long
hours and tried everything she
could think of, she finally real-
ized that if she was going to make
a living from the restaurant she
would have to find a different lo-
cation. Its location across from
the school proved to be a magnet
for the kids during recess and
lunch. Though the restaurant was
often packed, she simply couldn
make a living on the nickels and
dimes the children spent.

The one legacy from the
location, however, was the
addition of “Aunt” to her name.
While most of her friends called
her Eunice; to a youngster, call-
ing an adult by her first name was
unheard of. The kids solved this
problem by simply calling her
“Aunt Eunice.”

In 1952, Aunt Eunice moved
to a location on Andrew Jackson
Way. The restaurant was sur-
rounded on three sides by a park-
ing lot full of pot holes. When a
local politician offered to send
her a couple loads of gravel from
the county as a “favor”in return
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for her support, Eunice declined
and purchased it from a local
contractor. Though at first her
business seemed to thrive, the
new location brought problems
she had never faced before. The
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city began widening the street in
front and her customers were
forced to run a gauntlet of con-
struction work to get to the res-
taurant. Whenever it came a hard
rain, the nearby drainage ditch
would flood, often leaving the
restaurant with six inches of
water covering the floor.

Thankfully, the city soon fin-
ished the road construction, but
though it would be several years
before the flooding was fixed, her
customers solved this problem
by simply sitting on the tables
when necessary!

With her business starting to
make a small profit, Aunt Eunice
decided it was time to take care
of another problem. She had
never learned to drive and had
for years depended on other
people for transportation.

“I'didnt know nothing about
cars but I decided it was time to
learn. I called Ray’s Auto and told
them to bring me a car. They
must have though | was crazy
because when they asked me
what kind of car, | said one that
I can drive! They brought me a
1956 Buick.”

“l talked a friend of mine into
teaching me and the first time |
gotbehind the steering wheel she
told me to just keep going until |
hear glass breaking. When |
looked over at her a few minutes
later, she was sitting there with

her eyes clenched shutand hold-
ing onto the door with both
hands!”

As the years began to pass,
Aunt Eunice and her restaurant
became a fixture in the commu-
nity. It was no longer just a res-
taurant where you went to eat, it
was more like visiting with a fa-
vorite member of the family. If
you received a promotion on
your job, you stopped by to tell
her. If you became the proud
parents of a new baby, Aunt
Eunice was one ofthe first people
you told. For many people who
had moved here from out of
town, she became the
replacement for the family they
had left behind.

Politicians began stopping in
to take the pulse of the voters
and editorial writers visited in
search of stories. Astronauts,
generals, sports legends and
movie stars all ate breakfast and
rubbed elbows with whoever
mightbe sitting next to them. For
people with out of town guests,
Aunt Eunice’s Country Kitchen
became a place they had to visit.

Hardly a week went by when
she didn’t get a letter from
someone who had visited her
restaurant. Oftentimes they were
addressed simply “Aunt Eunice,
Huntsville, Alabama.”

Most people however, re-
turned time and again for the
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warmth of the lady who had be-
come everyone’s Aunt. Everyone
who visited leftwith a kind word,
a smile or a hug.

Her kindness was legendary.
Almost every week she would
send huge platters of ham and
biscuits to families who had lost
a loved one. She delivered meals
to people bedridden and her res-
taurant was open to everyone
who wanted to have a fund raiser
for some charity. If she thought
someone could not afford to pay
she would simply smile and say,
“pay me next time.”

She made ita practice to treat
everyone the same - a fact that
Congressman Bud Cramer can
testify to. Shortly after being
elected to his first term, Bud
walked in one morning and
started to sit down when Aunt
Eunice stopped him.

“Don't sit down yet,” said
Aunt Eunice. “Help clear the
table off first!”

She was also a shrewd busi-
ness woman who saw the ben-
efits of cheap labor. A customer
once complained about the ser-
vice, telling her she needed more
help. Aunt Eunice listened care-
fully, agreeing the customer had

SFPRY RINERAL
AND CREVAICRY
HOMES INC

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley Mew Cemetery
open with 100 acres reserved for
future development.

(256) 534-8361

a point. The following week the
customer returned to find the
Sheriff pouring coffee and a city
councilman waiting tables.

Being well-known can also
have its pitfalls; a fact Aunt
Eunice discovered in the pre-
dawn hours of October 19, 1995
when she was brutally attacked
and robbed. Though left for
dead, she managed to attract the
attention ofa next-door neighbor
who immediately summoned
help. Within minutes she was
transported to Huntsville Hospi-
tal where doctors worked to sta-
bilize her condition.

As Huntsville begin to wake
up to a new day, the news of the
brutal assault on Aunt Eunice
was greeted by an incredulous
mixture of outrage and disbelief.
The district attorney’s office and
the police department were
besieged by phone calls from

L a w r
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citizens demanding swiftjustice.
Television crews conducted live
updates from the hospital, and
newspapers across the country
headlined the phenomenon ofa
woman whom a whole city
claimed as their Aunt. She
recovered from the attack and
within days was back at the
restaurant, once again greeting
visitors with a smile and a hug.

In 1996 a group of her
friends decided to have some fun
and ran her for mayor. Several
thousand dollars was raised,
bumper stickers printed and
posters put up, all saying “Aunt
Eunice for Mayor.” Her platform
was “a liar’s table in the city
council” and a “coffee pot in
every office.” The money raised
as “campaign contributions"” was
donated to the Arthritis Founda-
tion. All of the news media
picked up on the story and even
CNN did a story about the
woman who promised not to
serve if elected.

Although it was supposed to
have been all in fun, several lo-
cal politicians began stopping by,
with worried looks on their
faces, asking if she was serious.
Aunt Eunice, with a twinkle in
her eyes, would always reply,
“Dont you think I'd be a good
mayor?”

As Aunt Eunice grew older

Jack's
Toy Store

Specializing in the service
& restoration of fine
British automobiles. JAOIR

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama

Mrs. Ford

House Cleaning

You deserve to
Pamper yourself!

694-1301
Commercial & Residential

she fell victim to the crippling
disease of arthritis. Partly be-
cause of this and partly because
of a desire to help others, she
became involved with the local
Arthritis Foundation where she
became a major fund raiser. “I'm
too old for them to help me,”she
said with an impish smile on her
face. But after a moment’s seri-
ous reflection, she added,
“Though I pray they might be
able to help someone else.”

In 2003 Aunt Eunice’s
physical condition had
deteriorated and she was forced
to enter a nursing home. Despite
being bedridden she would
always insist to everyone, “I'll be
back at the restaurant next
week.”

“That restaurant was her
whole life,” said one friend. “It

Quality
Professional
Dry Cleaning &
Laundry
Service

Open Delta

An eclectic band performing
Blues - Rock - Folk

One of Huntsville’s
Oldest
Businesses!

Since 1928



wasnt about making money - it
was all about seeing her friends.
When she finally realized she
would never be able to go back,
something inside of her died.”

After her death, the interior
of the restaurant was moved to
a building in the Huntsville
Railroad Depot complex where
it has been preserved as a mu-
seum. During special events poli-
ticians still show up to pour cof-
fee and clean tables.

The chairs are still mis-
matched, the walls are covered
with the memorabilia of a life-
time and the Liar’s Table sits in
aprominent spot, near the chair
that Aunt Eunice used to sit on.

And ifyou listen hard enough
you can almost hear the woman
who became Huntsville’s aunt
saying, "Remember that | love
you all.”

\Writers

Send us your stories to be pub-
lished in Old Huntsville. Stories
must be about Huntsville and have
factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

Coca Cola will remove
those grease stains from
your driveway. It also
takes corrosion from car

Recipe for
Corn Pone
and Pot Likker

CORN PONE - Mix about
1/4 cup of corn meal with 1/8
teaspoon salt for each cake.
Blend with enough water to
make an easy-to-shape dough.
Mold into cakes about 2 inches
square by 1/2 inch thick. Now
comes the tricky part. Wet
brown wrapping paper and
wring it out. Wrap each PONE
tightly in wet paper and bake in
the ashes ofyour fireplace. (For
those of you less adventurous,
bake at 450 degrees for 20 min-
utes.)

POTLIKKER - Put a ham
shoulder into about 3 quarts of
water and simmer for about two
hours. Wash young turnip
greens and put them in the pot
with the ham. (Cabbage can be
used if preferred.) Add 2 tea-
spoons salt, 1/2 teaspoon black
pepper and pinch of red pep-
per. Cover and simmer another
2-3 hours. Add water as re-
quired to keep original volume.
Chop the greens, slice the ham,
put the greens and ham on top
of the PONE and pour some
POTLIKKER over the whole
mess.

Personally. I think that’s why

batteries. Grandpa died!
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(corner Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002


http://www.lawhornmortgagecompany.com
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Huntsville
News from
1885

- The colored Cumberland
Church laid the corner stone of
their new church building on
Church street Saturday evening,
with interesting and appropriate
ceremonies under the auspices
of the Evening Star Lodge No. 6
A F&A M

- We are glad to see Mr. C. H.
Halsey, the popular proprietor of
the Huntsville Hotel out again
after several days of illness
during the past week.

- Nine of Mr. J. R. Stegall’s
fine lot of hogs were impounded
this week under the vagrant hog
law. Mr. Stegall states that on
Saturday night his hogs were
closely put up in his lot, and on
Sunday morning had escaped
through the removal of a plank
which had been either removed
by some person, or rooted offby
the hogs themselves. He claims
that the Ordinance does not
apply if the owner of the hogs
does not intentionally permit
them to run at large and has
requested the hogs from Justice
R. W. Figg for the purpose of
testing the question.

- Stolen last Thursday night
from Thomas Gore near
Huntland, Franklin county,
Tenn. a black horse mule. A re-
ward of ten dollars will be paid
for the return of said mule and
ten dollars for the apprehension
of the thief. The lucky man can
address the Mercury or Thomas
Gore, Huntland, Tenn.

-Dr. J. J. Dement has added
another to the list of his
building enterprises which have
contributed so much to local
property, by contracting for the
erection at an early date of a
handsome brick store, 86 x 100

feet, on the present site of
Wright’s Boarding House, be-
tween the Dement Block and the
store of J. R. Kress. The store
has already been engaged and
will be filled by parties from
abroad, with a stock of machin-
ery and agricultural implements.

- Matilda Cox, a colored
woman, was arrested Thursday
on a warrant from Judge
Richardson for larceny. It is
charged that she received clothes
to wash and sold them instead
of returning them.

- A party ofyoung ladies and
gentlemen left the city yesterday
morning in vehicles for the
Mountain.

Among them were Misses
Shelby W hite, Corinne
Goodman, Mary Newman, Nona
Winter and Lula Goodman

20319838

Parties, Weddings, Special Events
By appointment only

RON COOPER
Mark Kimbrough

2318 Pansy St
Huntsville, AL35801

Alabama

Coin & Silver co. s
BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner

Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

r chicle*k
iric&k/

Dine-in or Carry-out!

Yes! We Cater!!!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 Holmes Ave. five Points

464-7811

Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Visit Our New Location at Wynn Dr. & University



Something
Wasn't Right

As hard as it may be to be-
lieve, one of the most beautiful
and substantial houses in the
Twickenham district was built as
a mistake!

By 1842, William McDowell
had become a successful cotton
broker and was looking for a site
to build a home on that might
befit his newly found status. Af-
ter much searching he finally
settled on a site facing Adams
Street. The area was still largely
rural, but McDowell felt sure that
it would become an affluent
neighborhood someday, thereby
justifying the high cost of the
land.

During the next several
months McDowell spent every
free moment working on plans
for his new home. Every detail
was planned meticulously, even
down to the type of wood to be
used and how many nails it
would take.

Just as time for construction
was to begin, McDowell was
forced to go to England on busi-
ness. Realizing it would be
months, and possibly a year or
so before he could return,
McDowell went over every detail
of the house with his newly hired
contractor. Finally, after satisfy-
ing himself that the contractor
knew what he wanted, McDowell
left for England.

In the following months,
Huntsvillians watched curiously
as the house began to take shape.
The materials were superb, the
workmanship was excellent, but

“Ithought about making
a fitness movie for folks
my age, and calling it
“Pumping Rust.”

Ron Eyestone

still... there was something that
was just not right.

When the long awaited return
of McDowell arrived, he im-
mediately went to the site to view
the home he had been dreaming
of for so long.

One can just
McDowell stand-

imagine
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“When | was 8 | asked my
dad if | could go ice-skating
on the lake. He told me,
‘Just wait til it gets
warmer.’”

Rodney Dangerfield

ing in the streets
and gazing at the
home. It was ex-
actly as he had
planned it, down
to the smallest
detail.

Except for
one minor detail.
It had been built

backwards!
Possibly
McDowell had

forgotten to in-
form the contrac-
tor of which way
the house was to
face, or maybe as
some locals later

surmised, the
contractor sim-
ply could not
read.

Regardless of
why, the home
still stands today
as the only
known house in
America to be
built backwards.

*76e O riginal

TERRYfc

Enjoy Outdoor
Living -
Indoors! $

O AR Gt
Visit our showroom &
a receive a 10% discount

| certificate on a new
sunroom!

iR R AP Bk
GUARANTIED I.
LOWEST

PRICES OF
THE YEAR!

AMERICA'S LARGEST SUNROOM COMPANY

*Free In-Home

Survey
Easy Financing
Available
* No Money
Down

kJLt
Design & Remodeling Centers

Huntsville

2832 Jordan Lane Hea.l_"_a.nd
256-722-2101 SNEOM FEEMOE

Independently owned and operated

FREE 9"

PIZZA

(Same or fewer toppings)
With Purchase of 16" Pirn
Two or more toppings

: *000 © BUFFET HOURS
"Hoe ofthe Chicago Style Pizza ™ Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon.,Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm
call for FREEL
881-5987 536-3389 539-3467
ADEL'VERY] 9034 Parkway SW 3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial
Haysland Square Across from Post Office Pkwy NW

Sometimes Nothing Else W ill

Do!
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The New
Tree

by Colette Eiden Ming

The center decoration of our
1957 Christmas livingroom was
a “live”tree. After purchasing the
tree, there were rituals. Cut off
part ofthe trunk, so that the tree
would fitunder the 7' ceiling. Use
a carpenter’s level to check that
the tree was set straight in the
Christmas tree stand and not
tilted. Figure out which was the
“bad side” of the tree so that it
would face away from the open-
ings to the living room. Keep the
tree watered.

OH! Let us forget not the task
ofunraveling the Christmas tree
fights and getting them to work!
In 1957, one nonfunctioning
bulb meant the whole string
would not work, also. When a
string malfunctioned, one would
plug the string of lights into an
electrical socket, remove each
bulb out of its socket, and re-
place it with a new one until the
string lit up. Usually Dad took
on that task with Mom admon-
ishing him to “watch what you

“Dear God: Is it true my father
won’t get into heaven if he
uses his bowling words in the
house?”

Note to God from Madison
student for class assignment

say in front of the children!”
Around 1961. a new tree
appeared on the market. It was
a hit with my Mom! One could
remove the “branches”from the
“trunk,” and store it from year
to year. We did not have to drive
from tree lot to tree lot for the
“perfect tree.” No longer needed
were strings of lights. Because
the “needles” of this new tree
were made of aluminum, it
changed colors as the wheel of
stained glass rotated in front of
the flood light on the floor.

“Putting up the tree" took on a
whole new meaning.

Although | own a green
artificial tree today, during the
holiday season 1 light pine-
scented candles in the living
room to remind me of my
Christmases with a live tree.

“Be careful about reading
health books. You may die
of a misprint.”

Mark Twain

Free Attorney Consultation for Ban kI’U ptCy
MITCHELL HOWIE

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal sen/ices to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

The Best Motor Home/RV Storage
You'll Find Anywhere!

Now Open!

Call (256) 851-1801

40’ Covered bays with electricity, mini-storage,
septic, air, water, Vac, car-dolly storage. One fee.

COURTESY STORAGE m10340 WALL TRIANA Hwy mTONEY, AL

Honor System Retail Store  Trip prep svc
(inc shopping!) « Trip return svc, clean-up (& laundry)

Protect your
investment!

""Sizzling Fajitas Are Qur Specialty™
VOTED HUNTVILLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT
All Vou Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM

Special lunch Buffet Mon -
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday

COMPLETE

Fri 11AM to 2PM

Open 7 Days A Week
TAKE OUT MENU

BANQUET FACILITIES

T2 VS it ez e S

FAX 156-536-4639
1008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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Cafe "Bcrfin
APERITIFS

These three
independent restaurants,
are creative a™d
it's their tradition
in Huntsville to
serve really good food
at reasonable prices
and in afriendly
and relaxed atmosphere.

It's European!

964 Airport Rd. - 880-9920

Huclano

a fine italian restaurant Serving hearty German fare

in Huntsville Since 1972.

Northern and Southern
Italian Foods At

Reasonable Prices.

6125 University Dr.
Sunken Garden room seats up to 45 for 922-0556
Private parties - call now to reserve

964 Airport Road
885-0505
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Dave
Phillips, Production Manager at
the Von Braun Civic Center, who
called with the first correct guess
of the Picture of the Month for
November. It was Dea Thomas,
Jr., son of Dea Thomas, Sr. who
is quite a legend in Huntsville.

We were so sorry to hear of
the death of Sallie Thomas,
mother of Edna Pierce of Orange
Beach. Mrs. Thomas was one of
the oldest people in Alabama,
having been born in 1897. We
send our love and sympathy to
Edna and the family.

It was great seeing our
friends Darla Furman and Pam
Delozier recently at Papou’s on
the square.

Halloween downtown was
made much more exciting by the
performance of a couple of re-
ally good barbershop quartets
singing in Humphrey’s that night.
“Familiar Ring” was great and
played songs we hadn't heard in
a long time. “Audio Radiance”
was just as entertaining and we
enjoyed talking with Bill Aldrup.

We want to send a special
hello to Jane Tippett. She re-
cently suffered a foot injury but
sure has a good caretaker in her
sweet husband, Louie Tippett!

Adams Alley * Clift’s Cove *
Heritage Station *

Heritage Provence ¢

Cheryl Tribble, of Atlanta,
and her mom Barbara Fortner
of Long Beach, CA. recently
made their annual trek to Hunts-
ville. They just love this city and
its people and plan to do this for
many more years to come. They
recently spent two hours
shopping in Harrison Brothers
Hardware and had a blast!

Anni Weber was a good
friend to many Huntsvillians, es-
pecially the Germans here, so we
were saddened to hear of her
death in November. She was
founder of “A German Singing
Group” who entertained hospi-
tals for years.

We recently saw Marie
Hewitt at 801 Franklin with
friends who were all celebrating
her birthday. She is sure a gor-
geous lady!

Del Spears is a name many
people knew, he died recently at
90. Our sympathy to his friends
and family, including Linda
Drake who knew him as her
stepdad.

We saw our friend Tony
Mason downtown recently and
must say he looks better than

Heritage P lantation
King’s Ridge

W alker’s Hill * Mr. Carmel by the River * T he Bridg(]s

p!

please visit our

otl-site Sales Office*

Sandra Steele
President

ENFINGER

DEVELOPMENT
INCOSPOSAtED

www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

- .isfey »

Communities that encourage balanced .Ziving

ever. Married life certainly is
agreeing with him!

Good luck to Newman Ward,
formerly a Huntsville mail car-
rier back in the old days who has
written several stories for “Old
Huntsville.” He and his family
are moving from Maryland to
Malibu, Ca. where at least the
weather will be better!

Many of you may remember
Bob Presto, who wrote a book
about Huntsville years ago. His
mother Eunice tells me that he
is moving back to Huntsville and
will be working on his third
book, about corruption in the
superior courts.

Meagan and Jason Mack are
the proud parents ofa handsome
new son, Anthony Jason Mack.
The Grandma is Joyce Russell
and she’s already got pictures!

We were really sorry to hear
that Lee Ann Lancaster, of Fur-
niture Factory, lost her brother-
in-law recently at the young age
of 49. Terry Laster died in
Bentonville, Ar. where he lived
with his wife Lynette, Lee Ann’s
sister, and their daughters Lacy

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster shown below
wins a year’s subscription to “Old
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This little girl wasn’t born
in Huntsville but she has sold the
homes of many who were.


http://www.enfingerdevelopment.com

and Charlsye. Our sympathy to
the family, we know he will be
missed.

We loved talking with Cathy
Yarbrough recently at Sazio’s.
She is a talented hair stylist and
the pretty wife of Propst Drug
Store’s manager Scott
Yarbrough. We had fun with Lori
Pence, also of Propst, talking
about ghosts we've seen in some
of these old downtown homes.

While there we neighbored
with Brit Crossley, the bartender
who always has tons of friends
around him.

We attended a fabulous party
recently at the home of Layne
and Claude Doming, of Sterling
Travel and Railroad Station An-
tigues. The party was in honor
of Ellen Bettridge of New York
City, representative of American
Express. The food was outstand-
ing and the beautiful home was
packed with people.

While there we caught up
with Leah (Childers) Lovell who
is an old schoolmate of Stefanie
Troup and is now a resident of
Old Town. We met Phil Moore,
President of Fiscal Systems of
Madison and enjoyed talking
with him.

A big happy birthday to our
friend Margaret Duffey! She is
a beautiful and sweet lady and
looks like she’s in her forties!

The Veterans Day Parade
was good this year as the weather
cleared up and was cool but
mostly dry during the event. All
the local politicians were there
as well as our Veterans whom
we are SO proud of.

A special hello to Margaret
Poole, Danny George and
Cynthia White of Black Water
Hattie’s. The club/eatery on
South Parkway is developing
quite a following!

We were so sorry to learn of
the death of Ruby Crabbe. She
lived in Huntsville all of her life
and was a loyal reader of Old
Huntsville. She was 85.

It was quite a surprise to see

Glenn Williams recently. He is
really looking buff and finally
home from his world travels!

The Beta Sigma Phi soror-
ity, Preceptor Alpha Gamma
chapter, held its annual Novem-
ber meeting at the Heritage Club,
hosted by Joyce Russell of New
York Life. The event is always
enjoyed by the members.

Congratulations to Gann
Bryan, also of New York Life, and
his beautiful wife Katie. They are
expecting their first baby in the
next several months.

Allie Macielag, a cheerleader
at Central School in Ryland, sure
has some proud Huntsville
grandparents in Brenda and
Jim Rigsby. We saw pictures of
her recently and she’sjust a doll.
Her parents are Brian and Lori
Macielag.

It was interesting to find out
that the Crawlers, a local blues
band that draws crowds wher-
ever they play, has just released
a CD of old country standards.
We can’t wait to hear that!

That’s it for this month - but
we hope you all have a great
Christmas and safe holidays!
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One nice thing about
egotists - they sure
don’t talk about
other people!

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons SCCast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs

Serving Huntsville Since

5 3 6 -
2402 Mem.

2 6

16

1962

Pkwy. MW, Huntsville, Ala.
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lancij

These recipes are from
Nancy Hollimans cookbook,
“Cooking with Nancy Plain and
Fancy" available locally at
Shaver's & Star Market.

Mo Bake Christmas Cake

1 Ib. golden raisins

1 Ib. toasted almonds or
pecans

11b. shredded coconut

1 1b. vanilla wafers, crushed

2 1/4 c. half-and-half

1 c. white corn syrup

Mix all ingredients together
well to distribute fruit and nuts.
Pour into small loaf pans which
have been lined with waxed pa-
per. Refrigerate for 2 days before
slicing to serve. | use vanilla
wafers flavored with pure vanilla
extract. Most brands use an
artificial vanilla flavor which isn’t
as good.

E V E R Y
M O N D A Y

| S

FA M 1LY
N I G H T 1

new North Parkway store
(Hwy. 72 east & N. Pkwy.)

852-9882

Old-Fashioned Pecan Pie

lc. plus 2 T. sugar

4 extra-large eggs

1/2 c. melted butter

1/2 t. salt

1 1/3 c. dark Karo syrup

1 1/3 c. broken pecans

Mix together first 4 ingredi-
ents. When smooth add the Karo
and pecans. Pour into a 9” deep-
dish pie shell. Bake 40 to 45
minutes at 375. Double this
recipe for 3 (9”) regular pie
crusts or 2 (9”)deep dish crusts.

This was our Grandmother
Holliman’s pie - our favorite.

-‘eppep Jellt

3/4 c. chopped bell pepper

1/4 c. hot red peppers,
chopped

1sml. bottle Certo

if -0

ITA It -

| N.C E
W\j i3 *

6 1/2 c. sugar
1 1/2 c. apple cider vinegar
Rubber gloves
Mix sugar and vinegar and
bring to boil. Put in chopped
peppers and stir for 2 minutes.
Remove from stove and let cool
for 5 minutes. Stir in Certo and
pour intojars. Wear gloves when
chopping red peppers to protect
your hands.

Am apetto Cak<es

Make 1 box yellow pudding
cake mix, substituting 2/3 cup
Amaretto or other almond-fla-
vored liqueur for the cup of
water called for on the box. Bake
in a Bundt pan according to
instructions.

Glaze:

1 c. confectioners sugar

1 stick melted butter

1/2 ¢c. Amaretto

Kids E at

Free

Every Monday night
Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats
free from our new kid's menu
with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 8814851

Dine in or cany out S our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841

Dim In oi driva thru 6 oui famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS 8 HAMPTONS



Pour 1/3 of the glaze over the
hot cake and reserve the rest.
When cake has cooled, remove
from pan and pour remaining
glaze evenly over cake.

Pecan Meringues

1 egg white

1c. brown sugar

1t vanilla

1T. flour

1 1/2 c. pecan pieces

Beat egg white, gradually

adding sugar and vanilla. Sift
flour and salt over the mixture,
then add pecans. Drop by
teaspoonfuls on cookie sheet.
Cook at 275 degrees for 30-35
minutes. Check occasionally
after 20 minutes for progress.

Chocolate Pecans with

Almond Paste

Spread almond paste on a
pecan half and press another
half on top. Dip pecans halfway
into melted chocolate. Use
perfect pecans halves for prettier
candies, and dry on waxed pa-
per.

Beth s Musical B powmes

Family-size Duncan Hines
brownie mix

POINTING
SERVICES

3 eggs
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whiskey. When they are crumbly,

3 Irg. Symphony candy barstir in the ice cream and al-

Mix brownies per package
directions. Use 3 eggs rather
than the 2 the mix calls for. Pour
1/2 batter into a greased 9x13”
baking pan. Lay candy bars on
top of the batter. Pour remain-
ing batter over the candy bars.
Bake per package directions.
The candy bars will melt into a
mousse-like center. Expensive
but yummy. Consider using 2
(9x9”) cake pans & saving one!

Sallij s Peanut Butter Pie

Soften 1 quart good vanilla
ice cream. Spoon it into 1
graham cracker pie crust. Swirl
in 1 cup of peanut butter, but
don't stir. Freeze. When frozen
spread ljar hot fudge sauce over
ice cream. Peanuts can be
sprinkled over fudge if desired.
Freeze again, before serving.

M acapoon Delight

2 doz. almond macaroons

monds. Place in silver bowl or
cake pan. Freeze for 30 to 40
minutes. Whip cream and spread
over top before serving.

The Company You Keep*
www.newyorklife.com

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents.com

2 jiggers bourbon or cream a
sherry o Restaurant With
2 c. whipping cream or Cool .
Whip The Trains!
1 qt. coffee ice cream
1 can toasted, slivered
almonds

Soak macaroons in

For All Your Printing Needs!

Commercial - Letterheads
Checks & Labels - Brochures
Four Color - Computer Forms

Wedding Invitations
Ad Specialties

256-534-4452
Fax: 534-4456

3308 Seventh Avenue - Huntsville, Al
Toll Free: 877-534-4452
www.lindasprinting.com - linprint@ mindspring.com

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays


http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
http://www.newyorklife.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan.nylagents.com
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My
Childhood
Professor

by Billy Joe Cooley

The story of Mr. Gordon
Hartline is one of several
miracles. He was blind from
birth, but had just enough vision
to keep him from falling into
ditches as he made his daily
rounds through South Pittsburg,
Tenn.

Despite his affliction, he de-
livered more than 200 newspa-
pers around our neighborhood
every afternoon.

He taught me enough com-
mon-sense philosophy to get me
through childhood. I was only 7
when | discovered his interest-
ing mind. He didn't treat us kids
like children, instead he’d ex-
plain world events in a way we
could understand. Despite his
severe visual-impairment he
knew every inch of our town like
the back of his hand. His news-
papers would arrive at Buck
Morgan’s Store at about 1 p.m.,
but he’d arrive an hour earlier
so he could get all the local news
from the hangers-around, among
whom | managed to be.

When I’'d say some childish

thing, maybe repeat something
foolish that 1’d heard older
people say, he’d comment: “Billy,
that’s silly. Youre talking like a
kid.” Then he’d proceed to
straighten out my mind with
facts.

For instance, I remarked one
day that somebody should shoot
Wendell Wilkie for daring to op-
pose Mr. Roosevelt for president.
1, ofcourse, was parroting some
older person. That’s when he lec-
tured me on citizenship.

“Even republicans have
mothers who would grieve at the
loss of a child,” he said.

This was during World War
2 and although Gordon was a
southern liberal with compas-
sion a’plenty, his tolerance for
the hated Japanese was nil.
Once he said “all Jap soldiers
should be shot.”

I assumed the Jap soldiers
didn’t have mothers.

Iwas a Gordon Hartline “stu-
dent” all through grammar
school and into my teens.

Then, one Christmas season
he went to Vanderbilt Hospital
in Nashville and, miracle of
miracles, they discovered what-
ever was keeping him blind.

His wife and children deliv-
ered the newspapers during his
absence and us kids joined the
community in praying for his
healing.

Then on Christmas Eve, as
others in the neighborhood sat

in church waiting for Santa Claus
to come through the door bear-
ing apples, oranges and candy for
us, in came one of the Hartline
boys with word that his dad’s
eyesight had been fully restored
by way of surgery.

What a wonderful Christmas
present for our neighborhood.
He finished his life with excellent
eyesight.

Recently I met a young singer
named Keith Hartline from my
home county, he’s Gordon's
grandson, but was born too late
to meet “my childhood profes-
sor.”

V  White's 1

Refrigeration

Service

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1956

Air Condition & Heating
Sales, Service & Installation
Free Equipment Estimates
State Licensed & Insured

852-6300

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY
*Applicants must be at least 62 years of age

* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive Huntsville, Alabama 35806 256-830-1046
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NO CREDIT?

NO DOWN PAYMENT?

u may qualify for 100% financing!

We offer full service real estate and

mortgage services.

Experience is important and | have 15 years in the
housing industry, but more important is the care that
goes into the need of each and every one of my
families. Whether you are building, buying, selling,
investing, refinancing, debt reducing, budgeting, or
repairing your credit, we care for your family.

Binkley Real Estate &
Financial Services, Inc. %

Office: 256-851-9229
MLS Cell 256-348-0999
www.binkleyservices.com

%@W E-mail: maria@binkleyservices.com

Happy Holidays from Our
Family to Yours!

Harvest: Great Investment - 95.95 acres. This is one of
the last undeveloped intersections of a state highway in north
Alabama. SE corner of Hay. 53 & Jeff Road, appx. 20 acres
on front for commercial & 75 acres in back for residential.
Listed in 1998 at appraised price of $2,400,000.

Madison: 109 Pebble Court, $227,000; Brick, 2800 sf, 5
br/ 3 ba, Formals, Deck, on cul-de-sac.

Madison County: 132 Timberlake Drive. 4Br/2Ba, 1933
square feet, Full Brick / approx. 1 acre. Formal dining, fire-
place, trey ceiling & more. Excellent condition. $129,000

Foreclosures with 100% loan programs available. Call
for details.

Properties also in NW Madison County, close to the Toyota
plant, & in SE Huntsville.

We offer you a free home appraisal or home warranty.
Call for details.

We will be glad to assist you with any of these properties
‘or any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service.


http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:maria@binkleyservices.com
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Christmas
Present
from a Cop

by Collins (CE) Wynn

One of the best pieces of ad-
vice | received from my educa-
tion colleagues when | first got
into the teaching game here at
Robertsdale High School in
South Alabama was the social
life and interaction of the stu-
dents is not the real world. In
other words, high school is a
make-believe environment inso-
far as what is socially important
is concerned. Over the last few
years | have found that to be true
partially because of the 40-year
age gap between my students
and myself. Oftentimes | have to
really work at being tolerant.

I have found it can be a bit of
a trick to keep an open mind
with students because my pro-
fessional career was spentin an
environment where everyone,
while not socially perfect, was at
least honest and forthright. To
bring myself back to reality, all |
have to do is sit quietly and re-
call some of my own escapades
as a student. Along with some of
my Lee High School friends I had
an experience just before Christ-
mas in 1963 that was especially
humbling and could have, had
circumstances gone the other

way, adversely affected all of our
futures.

You know, when it is all said
and done, we were just a bunch
of knuckleheads (both boys and
girls) trying to get along. Hang-
ing out, gossiping and kidding
around, all the while wondering
what was going to happen to us
out there in the cold, cruel world.
In those circumstances some-
times the smallest consideration
can make a difference.

It seems a carload of boys
was cruising up and down North
Parkway in a 1951 Chevrolet one
dark, cold night in late Decem-
ber back in 63 (isn't that a song
lyric?). Asyou can guess we were
all laughing and joking, singing
songs along with the radio, and
of course, drinking a cold beer
or two.

I know that Goose Shelton
and Idontobjectto
being named but
I'm not so sure
about the other 2
or 3 because they
now claim to be
substantial mem-
bers of the Hunts-
ville community.
Youll just have to
guess about the re-

M ake

“We Still

coming down south on the Park-
way from Lakewood (possibly
from Harold Tuck’ house) and
Iwas driving merrily along. Most

Old Town Ltd.
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Great Selection -
Red Hat Society Merchandise

533-7002
812 Wellman Avenue

T>eA/C Pocrof?

Air Conditioning & Heating Services A

House Calls-"

mainder of the
pack but it
shouldn’t be too HEAT PUMP
difficult ifyOU are SPECIALISTS

familiar with Lee
High School from
that era.

We were just

Madison Square 12
DTS AND DOLBY
5905 University Drive

256-830-6831

V.I.P Grooming announces the

Grand Opening of our new

Luxury Pet Hotel

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

881-0664

774-7743

9694 Madison Blvd. Ste. B-2

EGAL
CINEMAS

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy

256-883-1101



everyone was pleasantly relaxed
from having 2 or 3 Miller Pony’s
each (a “Miller Pony”was a good
hearty full bodied Miller beer in
a clear glass botde about halfthe
size of a regular beer). | hap-
pened to glance up in my mirror
just in time to see the flashing
blue lights of a Huntsville Police
Cruiser. “Oh my god, it’s the
Cops!”With a carload ofbeer and
several slightly inebriated boys,
it seemed our world had sud-
denly come to an end. We ended
up pulling over in the parking lot
of the Hardee’ at the corner of
Highway 72 and the Parkway. In
a 6 cylinder 1951 Chevrolet, one
has no choice but to pull over.
The officer came up to my
window, peered into the car, and
asked for my license. I am sure
he ascertained the situation im-
mediately. After that, he carried

The government is like
a baby’s alimentary
canal, with a happy

appetite at one end and

no responsibility at the
other.
Ronald Reagan

me back to his patrol car for a
consultation. After looking at my
license, he said to me “Boy, don't
I know your Daddy?” Since my
Dad was a Huntsville Police
officer also, it was pretty obvi-
ous he did. My only acceptable
response was “Yes Sir, you do.”
After that he spent 10 minutes
telling what all was going to hap-
pen to me in jail, and just to
make sure I didn’t think he was
joking, he went up to the car and
shared that information with my
passengers. Believe me, | was
terrified, and | am fairly sure
every one else was as well. Ofall
the pranks | had pulled, | had
never come even close to getting
into serious trouble.

He then had me getback into
my car and sit there while he
took my license back to his pa-
trol car. | remember the color
draining out of everyone’s faces.
Of course, the question on
everyone’s mind was “What am |
going to tell my Mom and Dad?”
And then, what do you know, a
most kind and unexpected thing
happened.

The officer walked up the car

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

CARE, COMFORT and the

QUALITY OF LIFE they deserve.
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and said to us, “Boys, Iam about
to give you the best Christmas
present you have ever had!” And
he did. “Pour all that beer out on
the ground and get your butts
home right now. | know where
you all live and I'll be by to check
on every one of you in the next
15 minutes.” Of course, we all

IFirst Baptist
fITl Church

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive
just East of Mem. Pkwy

| am confident of her care

License: 09011

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have

These principles are the heart of the

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply,

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we
can help put your mind at ease.

established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

hearthstone)

ASSISTED LIVING
at f/iyrdt springs

8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062

www.hcarthstoneassisted.com


http://www.fbchsv.org
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went straight home right then.
My Dad never mentioned it to me
so | don't believe he ever knew
about the incident. You know, if
I had been arrested that night my
life would have taken a com-
pletely different course because
the career | chose did not allow
for a criminal record. In the
years since | have often thought
of that Officer’s kindness and
tolerance. It probably did not
mean much to him but it was
very important to us. When I am
dealing with a student who is a
little astray, I try to use a little of
his wisdom from 40 years ago.
Forgiveness and tolerance are
wonderful things and grand
Christmas presents.

WAR NEWS

from 1863 paper

mA correspondent of the
Huntsville Advocate tells
planters to give their negroes
more molasses and rice and
less bacon. His plan would
diminish the consumption of
bacon two and a quarter mil-
lion pounds per week in the
southern confederacy.

- Special agents will benever forget that

working in Madison County
next week to investigate re-
ports of numerous deserters
hiding in the nearby moun-
tains.

Renaissance
THEATRE

First
Christmas
In Huntsville

by Lois S. Miller

My first husband and | and
two children moved to Alabama
in 1960. It was my first time
away from my Kansas family, my
parents, my sister and brother
and their families. Also in Kan-
sas were many extended relatives
as my Mother and Father both
had five siblings, so the holidays
were filled with family.

We lived in the Triana Trailer
Park which I understand now
has a new name. | had spent
some of the holidays crying and
being rather sad when on Christ-
mas eve Santa arrived at our
mobile home door with many
gifts. They knew
we were far from
home for the first
time and they
wanted to
brighten our
holidays. | will

Long Term Care Insurance

act of kindness.
Since that time |
have experienced
the real South-
ern hospitality
many times over.

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Life Insurance-Annuities

Ask About New Term Policies
That Pay Your Premiums Back
If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

Phone
(256) 519-6955

Billiard Street Cafe

at Lincoln Center
Coming in December: The long-awaited sequel to

“Smoke On the Mountain.” Directed by Lee Deal

All Seats $18

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

“Sanders’ Family Christmas” by Connie Ray and Alan Bailey
“Dorothy and Christmas in Oz”

Evening shows at 8pm: Dec 1,2,3,4,8,9,10,11
Dec5 & 12 @2:30 pm

Tickets are $12
Call for Holiday Package Specials!
1216 Meridian St.  call536-3117fqr
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at. Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.ne

2703 University Drive - 534-6000
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When Santa
Came To Visit

by Jack Harwell

It was Christmas Eve 1966
and Iwas eightyears old. My five-
year-old brother and | were as
excited as young children can be
on Christmas Eve and had re-
sisted all attempts by our par-
ents to get us into bed. Since we
had company, a lady from
church. Mom and Dad were per-
haps hesitant to be as forceful
as they might have been other-
wise.

They warned us that, if we
werent in bed when Santa ar-
rived, we wouldn't get any pre-
sents, but still we stalled. Then,
atsome pointin the evening, they
glanced out the front door and
invited us to take a look. There,

The only difference between
a tax man and a taxidermist
is that the taxidermist
leaves the skin.

Mark Twain

N ursing

Madison
Manor

standing on the front porch of
the house across the street, was
Kris Kringle himself — in the
flesh! As we watched wide-eyed
and open-mouthed, he finished
his business with the neighbors
and turned away — toward our
house!

Now, to this day | dont have
a clue as to who it was in the
Santa Claus suit that night, but
at that moment the sight of him
caused my brother and me
momentary heart stoppage. We
hadn’t listened when Mom and
Dad warned us to be asleep when
Santa got to our house — and
now we were about to pay the
ultimate penalty. We shot up the
stairs, shedding clothes as we
went, jumped into our beds and
had our eyes closed, all, I'm sure,
within five seconds.

Our parents and their guest
laughed until they hurt at the
sight of the two of us zooming
through the house at about the
speed ofsound. The story comes
up every year during family holi-
day get-togethers and never fails
to get a laugh.

Now, | have a family of my
own, and I no longer look out the

and

R e habilitation
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door on Christmas Eve expect-
ing to see Santa Claus, but I still
try to get to bed early — just in
case.

West Station
Antiques

In Historic Downtown Madison

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:

www.gibsonbooks.com

256-772-0373
112 Main Street
Madison, Al. 35758
Directions: 565 to Exit 8 - Exit North
to Main Street

New Hours: Tues - Sat 10 -5

Center

Senving The Areafor Over 30 Years

Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. « Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

C are

by Professionals -

Lifestyle

to enjoy


http://www.gibsonbooks
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Christmas
of 1920

by Newman Ward

Itwas the Christmas of 1920,
or thereabouts. I think that l was
about four years old, 84 years
ago. I was in bed with the croup,
feeling low, and this was not the
first time that I’d had the croup.
Daddy had been to Birmingham
on business, and he had found
a toy that he thought Iwould like.
When he returned home, and
gave the boxed toy to me, |
hopped out of bed, opened the
box, and got bug-eyed finding
that it was an electric train. I had
never seen an electric train ex-
ceptin Sears Roebuck catalogs.

We got the small oval track
together quickly and put the lo-
comotive and passenger car onto
the track. Then we plugged in the
transformer with switch, and Hot
Dog! Wow! The train ran around
and around like magic. Christ-
mas was a few days away, and
this was my present, but since |
was sick, Mom and Dad thought
itmight help me feel better to give
it to me as soon as possible.

And boy, did it do me some

“Free Yorkshire Terrier, 8
years old. Unpleasant
little dog.”
Ad seen in local
newspaper

Star Market

good. That poor train gotno rest
for a couple of days, and the ef-
fect on me was almost magical.
My croup evaporated, and that
event must have developed such
an immune system that croup
has not bothered me since then.

| guess that we never grow
up. “When” I win the lottery, I'll
have a room full of railroad
tracks, hills, buildings, signals,
lights, and whistles, and will no
doubt have as much fun as ever.
| hope that it happens this
Christmas.

Old Laws

by Stella Musick

- Under an 1860 Huntsville
ordinance, anyone using a gravel
shooter or “flipper’on the streets
could be fined.

- Anyone in Huntsville in the
mid-1860’s who willfully wasted
water would be fined.

- Anyone who built a privy
within 20 feet of a street here in
the 1870’ was subject to a fine.
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A Special Gift for
Christmas

by Amelia Olmsted

I was a young girl during the 2nd world war
and money wasn’t easy to come by. Christmas
was a struggle for my parents in 1943. My
brother and | were always so excited for Santa
Claus to arrive.

We didntunderstand the hardships our par-
ents were going through to make ends meet. |
was too young to realize at the time, that there
was a chance we wouldn’t have any presents
from Santa under our skinny little Christmas
tree on Christmas morning.

My parents somehow made a way for us to
enjoy what little they could afford. I learned some
years later that my Mother somehow got a
second-hand doll for me and my Dad found a
second-hand toy car and truck for my brother.

My mother did a makeover on the doll and
took remnants of fabric and made new clothes
for the little clothed-bodied doll with the little
plastic legs, arms, and head. She scrubbed it
up until the face was starting to fade. My Dad
worked on the toy car and truck and did the
best he could to make them like new. We had an
apple, a few nuts and a candy cane in our old
socks that we had hung on the mantle over our
fireplace.

My Dad sneaked out the kitchen door when
it was close to our bed time and went around

nawlins' style

815 Andrew Jackson Wdy
in Five Points
— Orleans 463 miles
Po BoysJustaround the comer

We are known for great food, great
folks and great prices!

Tues. - Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday
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the house and made a noise near the house so we
thought for sure Santa was waiting out there for us
to get to sleep. I could picture those reindeer in my
mind; my eyes must have been as big as saucers
with the wonder of it all.

I learned from that Christmas so long ago that it
isntwhat you get, but what you give in life that makes
it worth living.

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.

a.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122

Huntsville. Alabama 35802-2297
Steve Cap pae re Business 256/883-6600

Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-6650
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Robert the
Robot

by Tommy Towery

“Robert the Robot” was
manufactured by Ideal Toys and
was one of the first plastic toy
robots to be introduced to kids
of my generation. | wanted him
from the moment I first saw him
in the Sears Wish Book that year.
I made sure that I let everyone
who had me on their Christmas
list know of my desire.

Robert was no ordinary ro-
bot. Robert had special powers.
He had a little record player in-
side his back and when you
turned the little handle attached
to it, he would say “l am Robert
Robot the mechanical man.
Drive me and steer me, wherever
you can.” His hands had clips
thatwould hold toys and his eyes
lit up. He also walked. “This ro-
bot can walk,” would be part of
the explanation of why | had to
own him. He had a long silver
cable coming from the back of
him leading to a handle where
there was a control knob at-
tached. You turned the knob and
he would start moving. He could
be steered by squeezing a trig-
ger. He could even walk back-
wards if you turned the knob
counterclockwise.

I am not sure if he was a gift
from my mother, my grand-
mother, or ifhe came from Santa
himself. Back in those days, it
really didnt matter much where
gifts came from. I knew he came
from someone who loved me very
much. That love made Robert
appear, wrapped in Christmas

“Love is when a girl puts on
perfume and a boy puts on
shaving lotion and they go
out and smell each other.”

Chrissy, Athens 6-year old

paper, under our Christmas tree
in 1954 or 1955. It was a wish
come true for a little kid grow-
ing up in Rocket City.

I'll never know the number
of miles | put on him as we
walked and steered all over the
house. I'm sure my family could
hear him talking in their sleep;
| turned the knob on his back
so much. Robert was too valu-

gﬂgdhocfecK

rica’s Deck Builder
Custom Designed & Built

* Decks - Porches - Pergolas
Gazebos

* Licensed & Insured

* Locally Owned & Operated

* References

* Free Estimates

* Quality Workmanship

489-4557

www.archadeck.com

able a toy to play with outside so
he stayed indoors and he only
walked on the hardwood floors
or rugs. He was even kept in his
original box from that Christmas
morning until the day that he
picked it up in one of the clips
on his hand and left home.

I know Robert ran away, be-
cause I would have never thrown
or given him away. He was just

Ask about low
maintenance
decking!

Don’t wait ‘till the Spring
to build your project!

Ranked as top Deck builder in the U.S. by Qualified Remodeler Magazine

Valley View
Health and Rehabi Itation

"Our Family Caring for Yours"™

A full range of services-
Skillecj Nursing Care * Physical Therapy ¢ Occupational Therapy ¢ Speech Therapy
A variety of payment options-
Medicaid ¢ Medicare * Private Insurance « HMO ¢ Private Pay
5968 Wall Triana Highway ¢ Madison, AL 35757 « PH: 256.830.2316


http://www.archadeck.com

too neat. He might have been off
to see the world; it was a chang-
ing time back then. I really think
he was kidnapped, because |
know he had as much fun with
me as | did with him, and would
never run away. All I know is that
One day he was gone. He had
been in the back of my closet for
a long time, his company re-
placed by that ofgirls who found
their way into my life. All I know
is that one day Iwentto visit with
him, and Robert and his box
were gone. Perhaps he got his
feelings hurt. He was like Puffthe
Magic Dragon, | suppose

I searched my closet, the
other closets in the house, and
even the pantry. Robert was not
to be found. I finally had to give
him up for lost, but through the
years | would always speak
excitedly of him when anyone
talked about their early
childhood toys.

Itwas 40 years later that Rob-
ert came back into my life. Like
a photo ofa missing child on the

“That’s how | learned to

dance. Waiting for the
bathroom.”

Bob Hope, on living with
his six brothers

Free

Estimates!

side of a milk car-
ton, one day
Robert’s picture
showed up on an
eBay auction. |
know there were
other robots, and
not just the one I
owned, but I didn't
care. | put in a bid,
and in the next
week, my friend
Robert the Robot
came home again.
Robert now sits
atop my desk, look-
ing at me with his
red, light-up eyes.
He still can walk
and he still can talk.
He still possesses
the spirit of the love
that someone in my
family had for the
little boy who first
opened his box on
that fateful Christ-
mas Day. He will
stay with me this
time; at least until |
can share his love
with my own grand-
children and he can
walk and talk with
them. Robert loves
to play with kids.
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Cunningham’s

Wicker & Rattan Furniture

New shipment of beautiful
STEIN WORLD furniture!

Some Scratch & Dent Pieces!
You Must See These!

710 Andrew Jackson Way (256) 536-3071

‘Thou shalt not Steal!”
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Burglar Alarm and Fire Alarm Systems
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Wireless Systems - Remote Control

24 Hour Monitoring
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Call today for free
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News From The Year 1954

News From Huntsville and Around The World

School Integration Ordered

Racial segregation in the pub-
lic schools of America was out-
lawed today by the Supreme
Court. With their unanimous
decision, the justices set aside
the “separate but equal”doctrine
handed down by an earlier
Supreme Court in 1896.

Many Southerners reacted
angrily to the new ruling, with
some leaders in at least two
states, Georgia and South Caro-
lina, vowing that they will abol-
ish their public schools. “The
South,” said Senator James O.
Eastland, Democrat of Missis-
sippi, “will notabide by nor obey
this legislative decision by a
political court.”

The court decision could vi-
tally affect 8.5 million white chil-
dren and 2.5 million Negroes
now attending segregated
schools in Alabama, Arkansas,
Delaware, Florida, Mississippi,
Missouri, North Carolina, Okla-
homa, Georgia, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Maryland, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West
Virginia and the District of Co-

lumbia. The ruling will not affect
private schools.

In the landmark decision,
one ofthe most far-reaching rul-
ings ofthe century, ChiefJustice
Earl Warren wrote: “In the field
of public education, the doctrine
of separate but equal has no
place. Separated educational fa-
cilities are inherendy unequal.”

State governors have already
said they will not comply with the
order.

Sinatra
Wins Oscar

Frank Sinatra received a
best supporting actor award
this evening for his role in
“From Here to Eternity.” The
crooner tore his vocal chords
in 1952; his singing career
threatened, he begged for the
part of Angelo Maggio in
“Eternity.” The film copped
seven other Oscars, including
best picture.

256-534-4225 x303 IS

256-534-5878
256-509-5101

BecRogers@comcast. net
www.HuntsvilleHomeListings.com

Becki Rogers
REALTOR®, GRI

rBh

Joe DiMaggio
Marries
Marilyn Monroe

Joe DiMaggio and Miss
Monroe were wed this afternoon
in San Francisco City Hall.

Miss Monroe, born in Los
Angeles as Norma Jean Baker,
has starred in “Niagara” and
“How to Marry a Millionaire.”
DiMaggio, a San Francisco na-
tive, was voted American League
Most Valuable Player in 1939,
1941 and 1947. The eighth of
nine children ofa fisherman, he
now co-owns an eatery on
Fisherman’s Wharf.

Steam M aster
C arpet
Cleaning, Inc.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Pressure Washing

W ater Extractions

13 Years Experience

533-9540

Free E stim ates


http://www.HuntsvilleHomeListings.com

Atomic
Submarine
Launched

The submarine Nautilus, the
first ship powered by atomic en-
ergy, was launched today at the
shipyard of the Electric Boat
Company in Groton, Connecti-
cut. More than 12,000 workers
and other spectators crowded
into temporary bleachers to
watch Mamie Eisenhower, wife of
the President, break a bottle of
champagne across the bow ofthe
Nautilus in the traditional chris-
tening ceremony.

The 340-foot-long subma-
rine, built at a cost of $55 mil-
lion, is capable of cruising
around the world without surfac-
ing because its atomic engine
requires no air. Its top speed of
over 30 knots makes the Nauti-
lus capable of outrunning all but
the fastest surface vessels while
remaining submerged.

While the Nautilus adds a
potent weapon to the arsenal,

speakers said she can also be
influential in pointing the way to
peaceful uses of atomic energy,
since the reactors that power her
will serve as prototypes for a gen-
eration of large civilian nuclear
electric generating stations.

The sub is due to start a se-
ries of sea tests soon and could
join the fleet next year. Hyman
Rickover has been nominated
permanent Rear Admiral after
his key role in developing the
Nautilus.

Cigarette Industry
Denies Lung
Cancer Claims

Seeking to counter scientific
reports linking lung cancer and
cigarette smoking, agroup of 14
major tobacco companies
announced today the formation
of a Tobacco Industry Research
Committee. The committee, a
joint venture oftobacco growers,
distributors and producers, will
be in charge of “a scientist of
unimpeachable integrity,” the
industry said.

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Get Readyfor the Holidays!

“Let us help youfill your Christmas list with fresh hams and
fruit baskets and handmade items!’

Whole Country Hams for a Southern
Christmas dinner! Pecan Cracker is here!

(256) 539-9257

Hours 8-6 Mon

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville Sat 8 5 Sun

‘We have Christmas trees, wreaths for your doors and
windows, decorative roping and old fashioned candies

Always Freshest Fruits & Vegetables year round!

Open all Year - Come in and check our weekly specials!
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MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists
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When Mom
Saved
Christmas

by Carolann Bledsoe

When | was about six years
old, Christmas was coming up
and my mom was hurriedly try-
ing to get all the preparations
together. Santa Claus was giving
me a child-size kitchen that
needed to be put together. Mom
asked dad if he’d put it together
over at my grandparents house
while she watched me and my
brother.

After three hours, mom
called dad, since she hadn’t
heard from him in a while, to
check on the progress.

When he answered the phone
she could hear arguing in the
background. She asked dad
about the kitchen and he said

Bits of History

by Stella Musick

- The first known divorce
in Alabama was recorded in
Madison County on May 11,
1812. It involved John and
Catherine Carter.

- Land around the Big
Spring was bought in 1808
by Martin Beatty for $1 per
acre.

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes.

that he, his brother and father
hadn’t even started building it
yet. They were still arguing over
how to put it together. My mother
said OK, you come back here, I'll
go over there and put the kitchen
together and you can look after

£0 v tigh

the kids. My mom went over to
my grandparents house and put
the kitchen together after a
couple of hours.

Since that Christmas Dad
has learned (as have all of us)
to: Read The Instructions before
putting anything together. It
works better that way.
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~T"he guide to the collecting ofthe early paper money

and tokens of Huntsville and Madison (bounty is here.

/\fter 50 years of collecting and several years of research, a
collectors guide has been compiled of every known issue of money
from huntsville and M adison (bounty. £)oth currency and coinage
are detailed in this reference forthe collectorand history buff. O ver *30
pages of photos and plates in full color, this book is available at most book
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Christmas in Old Huntsville

by Johnny Johnston

I guess my family didn’t
know much about Christmas in
the city before coming to Hunts-
ville in 1939. Dad was still work-
ing at the Stave Mill on Wheeler
and Church Street and looking
for a better life for his family. Cel-
ebrations may have been smaller
in those early days living in
Huntsville, but in a couple of
years they began to take on an
extra meaning.

Dad had first rented a small
house behind a home on
Abingdon in Lincoln. The tiny
house was only a few hundred
feet from the home they later
bought on Maple St. It was ad-
equate, but extremely small. The
second home was on Orchard
Street just off where Pratt runs
now and very close to Church
Street. The house was larger that
we had been used to so mom
decided to rent out part of it and
have people live with us. We
heated with coal and wood,
which was cut and hauled in by
my older brothers.

Huntsville had a special
downtown Christmas feeling
with carols sung on the Court-
house Square. The Christmas
parades covered all the down-
town area with most everyone
going to either participate or
watch that annual pageant.

Decorations were sparse but
hung from the streetlights and
buildings along the route. A large
Christmas tree was usually dis-
played on the square with lots
of lights and tinsel hanging from
the branches. The parade would

“l get no respect. When |
played in the sandbox,
the cat kept trying to

cover me up.”

Rodney Dangerfield

last over one hour with Santa
riding a Huntsville Fire Engine
and always bringing up the rear
ofthe parade. I can remember at
least one year when a large Chris-
tian Cross was displayed on the
square. Politicians were riding in
new cars and I remember at least
once when U.S. Senator John
Sparkman was Grand Marshal
of the Huntsville Christmas Pa-

rade. He was one of the most
powerful men in the Senate and
possibly the most powerful man
from Alabama at the time.
When we lived on Orchard St,
the railroad track was only a few
feet away from the front porch
and the train schedule wasnt
like it is now. A lot of trains were
forever coming by to shake the
ground and rattle the dishes.
However noisy and discomfort-
ing that might have been 1 still
have great memories of the

Grill
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Monday Thru Friday
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available. Call for information

Order your personalized Christmas Photo
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A Discount Drug Store With Service!



Steam Locomotive Engines which blew
those great sounding whistles for the
Wheeler and Church St. Crossings. In the
fall and especially near Christmas the
Steam Engines would occasionally set fire
to the weeds that grew along the track.
Being years before powered lawn mowers
and Weed Eaters, weeds grew everywhere.

Cleaningaground in those days meant
scraping all the grass from the dirt so it
didnt grow for a while. It was absolutely
impossible for the railroad companies to
clean all the weeds from the tracks. Put-
ting out the fires fell to the goodness of
the residents but did seem very festive to
this little two year-old boy at that time.
First in the fall of the year was the Madi-
son County Fair which was held on the
fairgrounds located just off Church Street
and north of Wheeler. That was so close
to our house thatwe could hear the bark-
ers at the sideshows. We could experience
the excitement as people screaming while
on the rides. We always managed to go to
the fair once each year. Those of you who
know me know of my love of motorcycles.
My first ride was at the fair when | was 2
years old. | got lost, was placed
on the back of a policeman’s
Harley Davidson. He rode up and
down the Fairgrounds until
someone claimed me. My wife
wonders why anyone would
claim me, but then | was cute at
two!

The next excitement of any
consequence was Christmas,
and how my family loved Christ-
mas!

Itwasn’t that we expected ex-
pensive gifts, exciting trips’ or
anything above the Christmas
spirit.

It was the change in attitudes,
the special things we did for each
other and the gathering of the
community.

Lincoln School always had a
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Christmas program upstairs with
everyone singing Christmas Car-
ols and a local Pastor giving the
Christmas Story. We had a num-
ber ofsoloists who were spectacu-
lar in their presentation of “Silent
Knight”, “Frosty”, “Hark the Her-
ald Angels” and other wonderful
Christian Christmas Music. We
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had a large Christmas Tree,
which usually set alongside the
Piano of Mrs. Graham. Names
were drawn in each classroom
with a limit of five to ten cents
for a gift. That later grew to fifty
cents in high school. As a coinci-
dence Chocolate Cherries sold
for fifty cents a box so most all
students got a box of Chocolate
Cherries.

Students were excused from
class for around two weeks that
allowed us to celebrate Christ-
mas and New Years before re-
suming the learning curve.
During that two weeks we were
free to do whatever the weather
allowed.

My Mother inherited a small
farm from her father in the year
of 1946, so we took the old truck
out and cut a lot of Pine and Ce-
dar trees to bring home and sell.
Ithink we got from 25 to 50 cents
for them depending on their size.
I don't remember buying a tree
for many years but I do remem-
ber many other ways to stand
trees and decorate them for dis-
play in our homes.

You usually cut the stand
from a couple of boards and
made sure they were level and
square. That was always dad’
job.

You don’t have to be as old as
me to think about the early six-
ties when “The Aluminum?” tree
became a popular item. They
shined, they were easy to put up,
they held some decorations with-
out falling down, but they were
tacky. Some people tried to put
electric lights on them, which
shorted out and caused major
fires. | for one am happy the fad
only lasted a year or two.

Many people popped corn,

You know you’re getting
older when you don’t
know what time Taco
Bell closes anymore.

Sam Keith

then ran a needle and thread
through it to form a long string
then wrapped itaround the tree.
My Mother said that was a waste
of food and never allowed us to
do it. There was a paper rope
available in several colors, which
you could purchase and put
around the tree. We had Icicles
made from aluminum, stars cut
from cardboard, old lights which
might burn one or two days but
continually needed work. My sis-
ter liked to make a flour paste
which looked like snow and
spread it on the tree. The most
terrible thing you could use was
a product made from an early
form ofasbestos or fiberglass. It
was called “Angel Hair”, and
could cause severe pain to you if
you touched it with your skin.

SOPER'S

SINCE 1938
SAME LOCATION

We can simplify your life
by consolidatind ethyour insurance and
financial planning under the umbrella of the
J. Smith Lanier & Co.family of wordd
respected carriers. One company for all
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Doesnt that sound good?

\

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

Gl for anarelysis or .ot

206 Exchange Place « PO Box 6087 « Huntsville, AL 35824 ¢ 256-890-9000
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Children being children, Angel
Hair fights would sometimes
break out with each throwing the
hair on another until everyone
was miserable. Speaking of do-
ing special things for each other!

Someone will ask, didnt you
have a “Mall Santa”? Well that’s
easy to answer; we never had a
mall. Everything was downtown,
you went there to shop, and you
sat on the curb or at the court-
house to watch other people or
to meet other people. The Park-
way Mall was actually a strip
mall when built in 1956. It had
a field road in between two fields
of corn just to the south of the
last store. That is now called
Drake Avenue.

Another thought came to
mind when | thought of Christ-
mas in Old Huntsville. Around
Thanksgiving, Sterchi Brothers
Furniture store placed figurines
in their window facing Clinton.
They were animated and magi-
cal to small children. | couldn’t
wait to see them as a child and
still went to see them as a teen-
ager. They usually were ice skat-
ers, | had never seen anyone
skate or a pair of ice skates.

Scenes included ice and snow
covered homes with snowmen,
frozen lakes, horses pulling
sleds. Things we very rarely saw
in Huntsville.

We were at the A&P Grocery
on the corner of Green and
Eustis Streets. | was maybe 3
years old when | asked Dad if
that was “Santa Claus Land” be-
hind the store. With snow on
them, those houses looked ever-
more like a storybook picture of
Santa’s home. The old store is
gone now, there is a reminder
that on the very spot Frank
James was tried and cleared of
a robbery. In my book, it will al-
ways be “Santa Claus Land”.

Wow! Would we be arrested
now? | have mentioned Christian
Christmas songs in school, pas-
tors in school, an actual Cross
on the square. The very idea of
celebrating Christmas in public,
that’s dangerous anymore!

You know it’s going to be a
bad day when you wake up
to discover your waterbed
has broken, then remember
you don’t have a waterbed.
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Trapping In Alabama

E.N. Woodcock, a native of Pennsylvania, was one of the last
professional trappers. During his career he roamed the country,
coast to coast, hunting wild game. Thefollowing account, writ-
ten in 1912 of his experiences in Alabama, are remarkable in
that it gives an outsider’s view of North Alabama around the turn
of the century.

Huntsville's Newest & Most

Well, comrades of the trap
line, as | am getting well up to
the seventy notch, and as the
chills of zero weather chases one
after the other up and down my
spinal column, like a dog after a
rabbit in a briar patch, and as |
am unable to shake off that de-
sire for the trap line, I concluded
to go south again to trap. | be-
gan an inquiry in several differ-
ent sections, in states of the
South, and finally decided upon
Alabama, where a gentleman and
a brother trapper by the name
of Ford had invited me to come.
On the last days of October,
1911, 1 arrived in Alabama
where | met Mr. Ford, whom |
found to be a gentleman in all
respects, and a member of the
M.E. Church.

My first day’s outing after
reaching Mr. Ford’s place was on
the Tennessee River, raising fish
nets, and putting out a few mink
traps to ascertain what the com-
plexion of the inner side of a
mink’s coat was. I gota mink the
first night, which | found to be
of fairly light color, but not quite
light enough to my liking. The
setting of more traps was delayed
for a few days and we spent the
time in tending the fish nets.

| have whipped the streams
and drowned earthworms for
brook trout and other fish, from
my childhood days to the present
time. | had never done any fish-
ing in large rivers with nets, so
you can imagine my feelings
when one net after another was
raised which contained many
fish of different kinds, such as
yellow cat, channel cat, buffalo,

pickerel, pike, carp, suckers,
black bass (called trout in the
South) and many other kinds.
These fish ran in weight all the
way from one-fourth pound up
to twenty pounds each, and oc-
casionally a buffalo or yellow
catfish much larger. Mr. Ford in-
formed me that often on trot
lines they got sturgeon, weighing
more than one hundred pounds.

We intended to put out a trot
line and catch a sturgeon that |
might get some oil. It is said that
the oil from a sturgeon is a sure
cure for rheumatism in the
joints, but it rained so much,
keeping us busy adjusting our
traps, that we did not get any

AGENTS WANTED

American Heartland Real Estate is seeking Agents
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commission. Agents can choose from several desk fee
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Call Mark Fortson for details
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512 Wynn Dr.
Huntsville, Al. 35805*
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time to get the bait and put out
the trot line. So | did not get to
see one of those large fellows.
Mr. Ford pointed out corn
and cotton fields where the corn
and cotton was still ungathered
and told me that he had trot lines
set out all through these fields
last spring and caught hundreds
of pounds of fish - it hardly
seemed possible as the water
was then fifteen or of twenty feet
below the banks of these fields.
But in December when it began
raining nearly every day, and the
water rose so suddenly that Iwas
obliged to leave many of my traps

A cat’s motto - No matter

what you’ve done wrong,

always try to make it look
like the dog did it.

Mo Phillips

where | had set them around
ponds and banks of streams and
in the swamps, | could then
readily see that it was perfectly
possible for the fish to get out
into the corn and cotton fields to
feed.

The rainy season setin nearly
a month earlier this season than
usual, causing the rivers and
streams to rise so as to flood the
whole bottoms (it is called the
tide by the people in Alabama).

I will not give my views of the
country and conditions in north-
ern Alabama - it would not look
well; it is sufficient to say that the
greater part of the land is owned
in large tracts by a few men and
leased out at from $3.00 to
$10.00 per acre. Corn and cot-
ton are the main crops. Any land
lying above the overflowing sec-
tions requires heavy fertilizing in
order to make a crop. The fertil-

Chandeliers - European and American - Furniture - Rugs

Depression Glass - Antique Toys - Oriental Rugs - Oil Paintings
All Types of Collectibles - Fenton Glass - Home and Garden - Lamps - Crystal
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izer is the commercial sort, and
all the crop will sell for is what
is put onto the land in the way of
fertilizers. These lands are
mostly leased to colored people
- in fact, | was told that the
landlords did not care to lease
to white men.

The poor white man in north-
ern Alabama is worse offthan the
colored man, for he is looked
upon as neither white nor black.
In this section the population is
largely of the colored class. All
of the landlords have a store, so
as to furnish their tenants with
goods of an inferior quality at
exorbitant prices.

There is no good water to be
found in that part of Alabama.
The water that the people use is
something fearful - of course the
wealthy class have cisterns. The
soil is mostly red clay, and ter-
rible to get about in when the
least damp.

South ofthe Tennessee River
iswhatis called the Sand Moun-
tains; the soil is of a sandy na-
ture, freestone water, and the
people are all white - in fact, it is
said that they will not allow a
colored man to live there. | heard
it stated that they would not even
allow a negro to stop over night
in that section.

The Sand Mountain region is
a piney country with a sandy soil.
The land is not as fertile as the
bottom lands along the Tennes-
see River, but they produce a
finer grade of cotton, which
brings a cent or two a pound
more than that of the bottom
lands.

Asto game in north Alabama,
there is but little large game to
be found. In the extreme north-
ern part of Madison county, well

Seen on patient hospital
chart: This patient had
been constipated for
most of her life until she
divorced in 1989.

up to the Tennessee line, there
are a few deer and wild hogs; it
was said that there were some
bear, also plenty ofwild turkeys.
There were plenty of ducks, and
a good many quail. There is still
some lumbering being done,
mostly in oak of different kinds,
though a good part is white oak.
The logs are cut and hauled to
the Tennessee
River and
taken by steam-
boat to Decatur
in Limestone

county, and
worked up into
lumber and

manufactured
articles. There
is still quite

large bodies of G A
cugalo gum left
in the swamps,
though this
timber is not
yet used to any
great extent.

I wish to say
that if the trap-
per expects to
ship his camp
outfit by freight
to any part of
the South, he
should start it
from four to six
weeks in ad-
vance of the
time that he
will arrive at
the place where
he will use it.
The trapper, as
a usual thing, is

LAM propertiei

|[MInterSouth

too shallow in the region of the
pocket book to afford to ship an
outfit of camp stove, cooking
utensils, tent and a hundred
traps or more of various sizes,
by express. Of course, he can
take his bed blanket and extra
clothing as baggage in his trunk.

Now to make this matter
plainer, I will give my experience
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of the last two seasons. In 1910
| trapped here in Pennsylvania
the first two weeks of November
before going south. So shipped
my camp chest by express to
Cameron, N. C., started it four
days before | started so as to be
sure thatitwould be there by the
time Il arrived. But when I got to
Cameron there was no express
matter for Woodcock.

Five days later while | was
standing on the depot platform
at Cameron waiting for the eleven
oclock express train, along came
a freight train, stopped and put
off my camp chest. Now, the ex-
press charges on this chest was
something over ten dollars on
180 pounds.

“Have you ever noticed
that anyone going
slower than you is an
idiot, and anyone
going faster is a

maniac?”
George Carlin

The next season | concluded
that l would not give the express
company another rake-off, so
started my camp outfit by freight
for Madison, Alabama, four
weeks before | started, so as to
again be sure that it would be
there when I arrived. Mr. Ford
met me at the station nine miles
from his place with a conveyance
to take baggage and camp outfit
to his place. And boys, imagine
my feelings when I was again told
by the station agent that there
was nothing there for Woodcock.
About a week later, | got the
goods. So boys, take the hintand
start the outfit well ahead if you
wish to get it on time: I have had
other similar experiences. On
our way back to Mr. Ford’s place
the day he met me at the station,
he called my attention to several
different places along the road
to mink tracks in the ditches and
in the road. | thought that it
would be no trick at all to take
three or four mink each night,

A]lOODY ANDERSO,|jy
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but | was not reckoning on the
disadvantages | had to contend
with.

This section of the country is
very thickly settled with colored
people, and each family keeps
from one to three dogs, which are
out searching for food all the
time. These people never think
of feeding their dogs. Nearly ev-
ery night these colored people
are out hunting in droves of five
or six, and with six or eight dogs,
they think it no more ofa crime
to steal a trap, and anything
found in the trap, than they
would consider it a crime to eat
a baked ‘possum. A trapper
must keep a good lookout when
setting his traps to see that there
is no one anywhere in sight. If
there is, you may expect that that
particular trap will be missing
the next time you come that way.

In setting a trap, the first
thing to do is to select a place
where the trap is to be set, then
gointo the bush and get the trap,
stake and everything that you will
use in making the set. Then you
will again look carefully to see
that no one is around, and will
proceed to make the set, pro-
vided that yourself is the only
human being in sight, stopping
your work often to look about
you. Do not think that this cau-
tion is not necessary, for it sure
is. The writer had nine traps
taken at one time within an hour
after he had been over the line.

We went into our first camp,
I think, on the 5th of November,
at a place called Blackwell’s Pond
or Blackwell's bottom (Blake bot-
tom?), I am not sure which. The
first day after we got to camp, Mr.
Ford went out and put out a few
traps, while I stayed in camp and

The sound of E.T. walking
(in the movie) was made by
someone squishing her
hands in Jell-O.

Barbara Fortner

fixed up things.

The next morn-
ing we went out to
look over the
ground a little,
while Mr. Ford went
to the opposite side
of the pond to seta
few more traps,
and see parties who
owned land along
the pond, for we
found that the land
had been posted
“No Trespassing.”
When Mr. Ford
came in that
evening | think he
broughtin five rats.
We set nine traps
that day and went
south along the
pond to look over
the grounds.

The next morn-
ing we had one
mink and one coon
in the nine traps. |
think Mr. Ford
broughtin four rats
and had one coon
foot. That evening
Mr. Ford went
home to raise his
nets, and when he

came back he
brought in two
mink; 1 got two
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Alabama Trial Lawyers Association Presents:

THE PEOPLE’S LAW SCHOOL

January 31, 2005 - April 4, 2005; Monday nights 6:30 until 8:40 p.m.
City Public Safetv Buildina. Courtroom A. $40.00 Registration Fee

SCHEDULE FOR SPRING 2005

January 31 8:30 Mark McDaniel Criminal Law
7:40  Carol Wallace/Connie Glass Elder Law For More Information Call:
February 7 6:30 Congressman “Bud" Cramer US Congress Bnnkley & Chesnu‘t
7:40 Delaine Mountain Evidence and Damages Attorneys At Law
February 14 6:30 Phil Price DUI Law 307 Randolph Avenue
7:40 Eaton Barnard Civil Litigation Huntsville, Alabama 35801
February 21 6:30 Ed Gentle Anniston PCB Settlement
7:40 Bobby Prince Automobile Law
February 28 6:30 Susan Conlon Divorce Law (256) 533 4534
7:40 Ralph Cook Supreme Court
March 7 6:30 Larry Morris 18 Wheelers are Dangerous Reglster Earlyl
7:40  Archie Lamb HMO Litigation
March 14 6:30 Charles Boyd Social Security Law
7:40 Gordon Godwin Acting Skills of Attorneys
March 21 6:30  Richard Chesnut Real Estate Law
7:40 Mike Wisner Wills, Estates, and Tax Law

March 28 6:30 Tim Morgan/Robert Broussard The District Attorney’s Role

7:40 Tommy Siniard Nursing Home Law
April 4 6:30 George Moore Worker's Compensation Law (A” programs will be
7:40 Robert Patterson Criminal Law recorded for later
8:30 Allen Brinkley Graduation television broadcast)
REGISTRATION FORM
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City State
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Enclosed is paymentof$ to cover _ Registration(s).

If registering for more than one person, please list additional names and information on an atlachcd sheet or duplicate this form.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Alabam Trial Lawyers Association, P.O. Box 2026 iluntsville. Al 35804
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coon. Mr. Ford went home again
and made arrangements for a
team to come in and move us out
to “pastures new.” He also
brought another mink, and I be-
lieve that we got two or three
coons that night. | think we got
nine rats, four mink and eight
coons in the three nights with
about twenty traps.

The next day after we went
into Camp No. 2 .1set a few traps
near camp. Mr. Ford went down
the creek toward his place and
set a few traps, and went home
to look after his fish nets, return-
ing to camp that evening. Mr.
Ford had warned me that the
mink in that section would foot
themselves equally as bad as
muskrats, but as | had never
been bothered with mink footing
themselves, | paid no attention
to his warning.

The next morning Mr. Ford
Stepped outside ofthe tent it was

“l was thrown from my
car as it left the road. |
was later found in a ditch
by some stray cows.”
Seen on a traffic accident

report

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Monday - Sunday
Bar: 4pm - 11lpm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

about five o’clock and called to
me, asking where | had set my
3rd trap on the creek, and being
told, he replied, “Well, you have
caughta mink.”When asked how
he knew, he said, “Come out and
hear him squall.” | ate breakfast
and hastened down to release the
mink, but my haste was
unnecessary for the mink did not
propose to wait for me, | found
only the mink’s foot - the mink
had gone.

I had never had a mink foot
itself in this way before and did
not think that the mink did, al-
though here in Alabama, we had
two mink to foot themselves in
one night. Had | heeded Mr.
Ford’s warning, | would have
been several mink pelts ahead.

While there was considerable
fur to be found in the vicinity of
Camp No. 2, itwas a hard place
to camp, owing to the scarcity of
camp wood and the inconve-
nience of getting water, so we
moved on to Beaver Dam creek
in Limestone county, where we
were in hopes of finding a few

W ashington
S qgquare
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beaver and quite a plenty of
mink and coon. But we were
sadly disappointed; we found
but little to trap, but found trap-
pers and trap-lifters in abun-
dance, so made haste to get out
ofthat country while we had our
boats left. Our catch was only
two mink, twelve rats, five coon
and one or two ‘possum.

We moved from this place
back into Madison county and
pitched our camp at a point
known as the Sinks, where we
did a better business. But the
rainy season soon set in, so we
were compelled to break camp
and get out, leaving a good part
of our traps where we had set
them, now under several feet of
water. We shall never see them
again.

Well boys, you will excuse
me from bragging about just
how many coon we got. | can
only state that during the five
weeks that Mr. Ford and the
writer were in camp in Madison
county that we got twenty-six
mink, and I don’tremember the
number of coons, opossums
and (musk)rats caught.

A Mistake

from 1897 newspaper

An item appeared in the
Democrat recently which
should have read as follows:
Mrs. Haskins has the larg-
est and nicest plants in
town.” In making up the
form the “LTdropped outin
the word plants, and the
mistake was not noticed
until the paper was printed.

The whole town was in
an uproar and when the
lady’s husband read the
item he armed himself with
a shotgun and started for
the printing office but the
editor saw him coming and
escaped through a back
window.

Sheriff Marries
Couple Charged

W ith A dultery

from 1891 newspaper

We were the recipient of a
verbal invitation yesterday from
Sheriff Robert E. Murphy to be
present at his hotel on the cor-
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Jarey Hghtoner

Interior Design
Rearranging

Party Design

ner of Clinton and Green streets,
Sunday morning at ten o’clock,
at which time the knot will be
solemnly tied to make John
Locke and Zilphia Wilbanks a
legally wedded pair. Judge Tho-
mas J. Taylor will officiate on the
memorable occasion.

Both parties are from Madi-
son X Roads and were arrested
a few days since and brought to
town and lodged in jail, being
charged with adultery. It is ex-
pected that charges will be dis-
missed once the couple is wed.

Weddings

Custom Silk SC Floral Design

One Stop Event Planning

Located inside
Paris on Whitesburg
2336-A Whitesburg Drive

256.714.0833
256.534.7930

Country Cottage Remembers...
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and Loving With Grandmother

Why Should Now Be Arty
Different?

...When Country Cottage Becomes
Grandmother’s house, you can enjoy
those important times even more. We
take care of the day-to-day tasfcs tfvat
can take away from your quatity time.
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Warm, Cozy Environment

Intimate, Personalized Care
Home-Style Meats

Best Value in Assisted Living « Come & Compare!

O*// Brian Barnett Todayl
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Dear

Editor

I'm writing in regard to
Charles Rice’ article on "The
Giant Killer” in your November
2004 issue of Old Huntsville.

While our group of volun-
teers was preparing old Jackson
County Probate Files for trans-
fer to microfilm in 2003,1 had
the task of handling W.R.W.
Cobb’s file, and in it, found a
voucher made out to him and
signed by A. Lincoln.

The Jan. 4, 1863 voucher
was worded, “To Any United
States Depository: Pay on de-
mand to W.RW. Cobb, Esq. the
sum of $5000 for patriotic ser-
vices to the United States of
America as Provisional Gover-
nor of the State of Alabama”.

A copy of the voucher was
sent to the Lincoln historians
where it was deemed authentic.
It was a significant find in that it
verified what the historians had
long suspected but were never
able to prove -that the President
had in fact appointed Cobb as
Provisional Governor of Alabama
during the Civil War.

The voucher was not cashed
as Cobb was apparently about to
make another bid for the Con-
federate Congress that year and
chose not to accept the
President’s appointment.

The original voucher is in the
possession of the Jackson
County Probate Judge’s office.

Sincerely,

R.S. Mackey

“Car in ditch, driver in tree.
The moon was full,
and so was he.”
Seen on old Burma Shave
sign on highway
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Located in the Beautiful

Twickenham

Historic District
507 Adams Street

$799,900

Completely Renovated!
Chosen “MLS Home of the Week”

Circa 1916 - The current owner, a well
known antiques dealer, has renovated this
charming home in keeping with its
wonderful historic character.

The fabulous new standing seam copper roof should last for a life-time. This house has a parlor,

formal dining, family room and modern kitchen. It also has four bedrooms and four bathrooms. You
can walk through the exquisite private garden in the backyard and enjoy the quiet pagoda that

overlooks the garden.

For More Information Contact:

Richard Van Valkenburgh, abr, crb, crs, gri

Office Phone: (256) 539-0505

Cell: (256) 651-4593
www.vvwrealtor.com

(256) 539-0505
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'Che frugal
Steafter

- Save on postage and send
postcards instead of Christmas
cards. You can even cut your old
Christmas cards from last year
in half, and send the front side
as a postcard. Itworks great, and
you’re being earth friendly.

- Make a short phone call
instead of sending a card. At 5
cents a minute, a 7 minute call
would still cost less than a post-
age stamp, and your loved ones
would probably much rather
hear your voice than receive a
card in the mail.

- The stores have incredible
sales every year for decorations
close to the holiday or even bet-
ter, after the holiday! By hitting
these sales you can fill your
house with beautiful holiday
decorations for a small fraction
of what they originally cost!

- Save your children’s (or
grandchildren’s) holiday crafts
and artwork from school each
year. After a few years youll have
a house full of free and beautiful
decorations! And the pride your
child will feel seeing his/her art-
work proudly displayed each
year will be priceless.

- Decorate your house by
bringing the outside in, using
holly, pinecones, acorns, etc.
Sprinkle with a few drops of pine
scented oil ifyou have it on hand.

- Don’t try to get all your tree
ornaments in one year (this one
is especially true for newlyweds),
it took your parents years to
collect what they have and each
ornament is more special be-
cause of it.

- This tip is from one of our
readers: Instead of exchanging
gifts among adults in the family,
draw names so each family mem-

ber is only buying and
receiving one gift. The
children in the family
would still receive gifts
from all family members.

- Entertaining during
the holidays doesn have
to be expensive. Take a
drive around your town,
and see the Christmas
lights! It can be a beloved
family tradition to do this
on Christmas Eve, and
it’s free!

-Another fun and free
activity is to bundle up
the family and go
caroling in your
neighborhood. What a
fun way to get everyone
in the holiday spirit!

- Family gatherings
and getting together with
the people you love make
wonderful memories and
don’t cost a thing. Sit
around a warm fire and

tell old family stories. JLu1
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CW's Taddle
Tgms Redaurat
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Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World
Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
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Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts
Plus Many Other Offerings Await You

Full Bar, Cozy Dining
Open Chef Kitchen

Hours
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Huntsville Madison
County Airport

by Johnny Johnston

Fifty-one years ago this
month Mr. William E Fanning
and I were in my Mother’s 1950
Plymouth looking for me ajob.
Iwas enrolled in the Diversified
Occupations Program at Butler
High School. Mr. Fanning was
avery familiar teacher to me be-
cause he had taught all my
older brothers and my sister at
Lincoln and at Butler. In order
to be enrolled it was necessary
to have ajob starting by 1:00pm
for five days a week, The job
should be a vocation, which
could develop into a career af-
ter graduation from high
school. My oldest brother
started the program during the
war. He worked at the I
Shiftman Garage. Fred com-
pleted about 44 years at the
Huntsville Times after being
hired in this capacity and my
sister Nell worked at Wilson
Laundry. I can’t remember the
name of my Brother Lloyd’s em-
ployer, but it was on Cotton
Row.

We had been to Automotive
Machine Shop where Mr. Coles
offered me ajob as a machinist
apprentice. We were now driv-
ing up Airport Road crossing
the railroad tracks. We were
going to ask the airport man-
ager ifhe had some work in the
airplane mechanic area where
I could learn to work on air-
planes. | got the job at $40 a
month providing | could get to
work on time and do a few other
things such as put gas into air-
planes, clean up the shop, cut
grass around the runways and
generally be a gofer. Ronnie
Boles and | have discussed my
decision of 51 years ago and

why I took the job at the airport.
I still don’t know!

We crossed over the railroad
tracks and came upon a wind-
ing narrow road, which turned
slightly to the north and around
an embankment on the south
side ofthe road. As | experienced
the layout of the airport it be-
came apparent that the rise was
the end of the SW/NE runway
which was positioned adjacent to
the old airport terminal {shack}
just by the hill. That building had
been abandoned just a few
months before our visit to be-
come storage for extra wings, air
surface pieces, engines and vari-
ous other surpluses. Huntsville
Air Service was into pilot train-
ing, fuel and maintenance service
and aircraft storage (in the 11 T-
Hangars). Mostly however, the
business was reliant upon rev-
enue from crop dusting. All the
parts in storage were for crop
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dusting aircraft. All the old
airline signs and furniture was
also leftinside the dirty and wasp
infected shack which for ten
years had been the grand show

H |

"mom please put
the cocktail down

and come out with
your hands up!"

"must you always
be the center of
attention?

happy birthday.
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hiohiesucH gifts
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Windows
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by local artists

116 Oakwood Ave.
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room of the Huntsville Madison
Co. Airport.

Before long | was working
from halfa day at school to dark
every day and from early on
weekends to closing. What ajob!
I was there even when | didn’t
have to be and didn’t get paid for
most of it. In 1956 when I inter-
viewed with Eastern Airlines |
had made $327 that month at 81
per hour with no overtime incen-
tive or over 75 hours weekly.
Three years earlier, that $40 per
month was it, no overtime pay
or days off including Sunday.
However, | made friends with a
lot of Huntsville flyers who were
supportive of me in many ways.
Jack Heffleman, theatre owner,
paid for my first flying lesson.
Several local Doctors and other
professional men became close.
Even Dr. Von Braun came out to
fly. I had delivered the Huntsville
Times newspaper to his home
when he first came to Huntsville.

I read in today’s Huntsville
Times, a story about Hospitals,
which referred to the Crestwood
Hospital as being downtown. In
1953, that entire area from Air-
port Road to where Drake Av-
enue is now was partwoods, part
corn or cotton. Mr. Walton ro-
tated the crop from corn to cot-
ton and back again. The area
wasnt even in the city limits let
alone downtown.

Now let me do a little calcu-
lating. This weeks Huntsville
Times said there were currently
7700 people working at the Port
of Huntsville. In 1953 there were
11 people working at the Hunts-
ville Madison Co. Airport.

So, ifthe growth of Huntsville
had matched the growth of the
airport during that 51 years
there would be eightand one half
million people living in Hunts-
ville! Wow!

There were three rental cars,
managed by the employees of
Eastern Air Lines. I dont know
how many there are now but |

assume well over 3000. The
1953 Chevrolet cars, all black,
had one option, a heater. There
were no turn signals, radio, fancy
lights, white wall tires, these cars
were basic.

In 1957, Dr. Von Braun flew
to Germany with his family. By
then I'was working for Eastern,
I checked his luggage, took care
of his connections in Atlanta and
bid them farewell. After the flight
left at 3:35pm, I walked around
to the other side of the counter
to pick up trash and look
around. What | found was all of
the Von Braun Passports he had
left lying in the lobby. He couldnt
go to Germany without them. |
took the Passports and found
Frank Anderson at Huntsville Air
Service. After telling my Manager,
Jim Lindsay what was going on,
Frank and 1| left in a rented
Cessna and flew to Atlanta. By
radio | talked Eastern into allow-
ing us to park at Gate One of the
old concourse and we literally
ran inside. We paged Dr. Von
Braun to come to a certain place
in the terminal. When he walked

Great Bargains!

One-O0f-A-Kind

up he showed no signs of recog-
nition. | said,"Sir you left your
Passports in Huntsville and we
flew them over.” He barely said
thank you, took the Passports
then turned and walked away.

W e’ve M oved!
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When we got back to Huntsville, Russ Kyle,
owner of the airplane, said “Who’s’ going to
pay for this?” Frank and I said we don’t know.
So far as | know this incident was never
mentioned again but one of my favorite
people and his family made their flight to
Germany.

Not long after going to work at Huntsville
Air Service | came into the office just before
8:00am to be met by one of my very favorite
people, WA. Branum, who was with Eastern
Airlines. He said, “Someone from here needs
to take care ofa problem in the Lobby”. The
Lobby of the Terminal consisted of three
leather couches, two leather chairs and not
much else. ltwasnt very large. Matter of fact,
at night the airlines wheeled all their air-
freight into the lobby for safekeeping. Today’s
problem was a little different.

During my stay at this old airport, ani-
mals were always around. Acathung around
for employees to feed. There was a dog that
met every airplane for years. He actually
walked up to the steps to accept food from
the Flight Attendant. In 1990 I was at an Air-
line Memorabilia show in Atlanta. An elderly
lady recognized me, asked ifIdidn't work in
Huntsville in the 50°’s then started
talking about that little yellow dog
that met her flight every time she
came in as Flight Attendant. With 4 O
tears in her eyes she talked about
the little yellow dog.

Animals never seemed to get
in the way; so they were tolerated:
except for the cattle on the Run-
way. That morning’s problem as |
said was a little different. The cat
had crawled into the middle of
one of those beautiful leather
couches and had a litter of kit-
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“Provide a better quality
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582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811
256-851-9161
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tens. Itwas messy. | took the fam-
ily to a better location, gave her
some milk and left them alone.
Cleaning the leather was another
matter, especially with all those
people in the lobby waiting for a
delayed Eastern Airplane and
looking for a place to sit down.
After taking the job at Hunts-
ville Air Service, | began to meet
lifelong friends. One ofthe people
was Bud Cramer; yep that’s him
only this one is the senior, he was
an agent for Capital Airlines. John
Higdon was the manager of Capi-

Mon. Sat. Q U E S
10am - 6pm

Sunday Across From Lowe’s
1pm - 6pm

Closed Tuesday
Furniture, Architectural, China,
Silver, Jewelry, Chandeliers,
Glassware and Thousands
of other items!

10095 So. Memorial Parkway
Huntsville, Alabama
(256)880-9111 °

North Alabama’s Largest Antique Mall!
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tal who later became founder of
Channel 31, and after that Pub-
lisher of the Huntsville News.
Richard Hughes was at Eastern
along with W.A, and manager
John Alford. James McAlister
was the Airport Manager and
owner of Huntsville Air Service.
Mac, as he was known, was a
mountain of charisma, a tough
taskmaster and had a million
friends. Mac had a serious heart
attack, which happened just af-
ter he had moved into the sec-
ond floor of the airport terminal
and set up living quarters. He
was tired of driving back and
forth to Decatur where he had
owned a float airplane base
where the boat harbor is now.
During recovery, he came back
to the terminal to live and work
but could not climb stairs for
three months. It was my job to
carry him up the steps at the end
of each day. Having him down-
stairs during the day was better,
then he couldn’t stand on the
roofand yell down orders all day
long, which he did.

One of the most popular
people there was Raymond
Sherrill; he was chief mechanic,
crop duster pilot and designated
CAA inspector. No CAA is cor-
rect. The Civil Aeronautics Au-
thority. It was redesigned as the
FAA years later. I remember a
story about Raymond. He grew
up in Town Creek, Alabama be-
tween Decatur and Florence. He
was drafted during WW2 and
was taught aircraft mechanics.
Raymond was good at his job so
he was transferred to the Army’s
new base in Alabama. They built
it in Town Creek. Raymond was
transferred to Courtland Air
Base and spent the entire war
there. Since he was married just
before being drafted he was able
to slip below the fence each night
and go home.

We had a lot of fun at the air-
port! My first week on the job,
Raymond had me going all over

the place for hours with a bucket.
He had asked me to find him a
bucket of “prop wash!” It was
funny, all eleven employees at the
airport got into the act - one
would send me to the next until I
was the laughing stock.

Dick Hughes bought a new
VW, he bragged daily about his
gas mileage. We started adding a
gallon every two days until he
was bragging about 70+ miles
per gallon then we started si-
phoning until it got down to 17.
He never knew what we were
doing; at least until now!

The men and ladies rest
rooms were side by side; many
people chose the wrong one.
When the employees saw this
mistake several would get close
by and when the user came out
of the room stood there looking
and saying “Shame, shame on
you”. This happened to one of
our Brig. Generals;he was chang-
ing into his uniform when a
young lady came in to use the la-
dies room.

Ididn’t see

that one

but he tells

me he Specializing |
grabbed

his clothes g;:taers

and came ges
out in his Decks
shorts.
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designed for the elderly and
homebound. Custom Boxes available.
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Licensed & Insured

Call 256-216-1802

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE
RESTORATION

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors


http://www.feed-my-sheep.com
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OHAVERS

Bookstores o
2362 Whiteshurg Dr. Huntsville, Al (256) 536-1604

Paul “Bear” Bryant

by Delbert Reed with 175 Huntsville in Vintage
photographs $29.95 Postcards $18.99
Civil War Tales of the
Werhner von Braun, Crusader
for S by Ermst Stuhli N Tennessee Valley
O Space - by EmSt Stuhlinger by W. L. McDonald $17.95
Frederick Ordway. A first hand look  Tallulah! The life and times of

at America’s space program. $35.00 Tallulah Bankhead, Huntsville's

own leading leading lady. $29.95

My Times
by Joseph M. Jones $16.95

Why Is It Named That?
Stories behind the names

of 250 places in Huntsville
and Madison County. $13.95

Jeffrey’s Favorite 13 Ghost Stories

. by Kathryn Tucker Windham $23.95
True Tales of Madison County

by Virgil (Pat) Carrington Jones Auburn Football
$7.95 by E. D. Schaffer -$19.99

Specializing in Localand
Regional-Interest Books e or uneuie

Alabama $17.95
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I smoked a pipe on a regular
basis, only in the back room of
course, on one occasion when |
walked out to help someone on
the counter, an associate took
out the tobacco, put ground up
rubber bands in the pipe then
placed the tobacco back. To this
day I can still taste and smell that
foul thing that was done to me.

We had a very likeable em-
ployee at Eastern who really
didn’t like to work hard: this was
not a good place for anyone to
be who had that attitude. We
were all up to our ears handling
passengers and their problems
from a late flight. When the
workload decreased, |walked to
the back room and there he was,
intently reading a newspaper. He
didnt even notice it when 1 lit a
match to the bottom of his pa-
per. 1 was out front again when
he began to yell.

Eastern’s best employee may
have been Bill Vinson. Bill had a
cigarette habit and was always
smoking. He would get busy at
the reservation desk and some-
times use the wastepaper can for
an ashtray. He would occasion-
ally set it on fire, grab it up and
run outside with it. On one oc-
casion he set fire to a can full of
paper but the customer would
not get off the line so he could
take it out. After squirming for
awhile; it looked like the place
was going to burn down; | was
standing behind him with a bowl
ofwater and put out the fire just
before the can melted. The office

Open Daily

"Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get

was a mess. Bill never did it
again!

Probably the dumbest thing
I ever did was losing my temper
at the wrong time. Mac had hired
a part timer to work at Hunts-
ville Air Service. He was very big,
about 6’4" tall, tough talking and

would not leave me alone, always

picking on me. On one occasion
he did the wrong thing when we
were in the office. | shoved him
up against the wall, slapped him
and he simply put his arms
straight up in the air and apolo-
gized to me. He left the room and
a friend who was standing by
said “You dummy, you don't

SAFE and SOUND

Security & Audio Systems

Fire Alarms
Intercoms

State License #064

Central Vacums
Closed Circuit TV

(256) 337-4379
Residential & Commercial

Al

p ha EState Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Alll
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

% Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
%Group Rates f Pro Shop
f Bowling Instruction Available

f Youth & Seniors Programs

256.539-2785

Bowling Center In Huntsville

Tgjr a- e®

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW


http://www.alphaestatesales.corr

know how lucky you are”. It
seems the man I slapped was on
parole from prison for Kkilling
someone with his bare hands. If
he had hit me he would have
been sent back up, worse might
have happened to me. I took a
long breath ofair and never, ever
slapped anyone again.

The Police approached me
just as we had closed the doors
on the Eastern Lockheed Electra
and asked ifwe had a gentleman
board in the last few minutes
who may have been shaken up,
possibly intoxicated and gave me
his name.

Yeswe did have him on board
and when | told the policeman
he said, “you’ll have to get him
offbecause I musttalk to him.” |
invited the cop to go get him and
he said no that would cause a
scene. I, like | was trained,
brought the fellow off without
trouble and did so thinking he
must have a family emergency
To my surprise the policeman
asked the passenger his name
then slapped handcuffs on him.
After we dispatched the airplane
I asked the policeman what was
the problem. The policeman said
“He left his car in the street.” His
answer got me - Handcuffs for
illegal parking? He invited me to
go with him to the airport en-
trance where the road curved
into the parking lot. The fellow
had left his car in the middle of
the road OK. Not so bad you say!
Not enough to arrest him on! Well
you see the car was completely
upside down. He, in his drunken
state, had taken the turn too
quickly, turned his car upside
down, crawled out, taken his bag
out of the trunk and walked to
the Eastern-loading gate.

We had a colorful fellow that
everyone liked. His dad had ob-
tained the airmail hauling con-
tract. He picked up the mail from
the airlines and delivered it to the
Post Office several times a day.
Like most of us, he too was un-

der fire with tricks and scams.
When he became excited his stut-
tering became worse. Most of us
would find some way to get him
started every day. We might put
something live in a mail sack just
for him to discover or perhaps
lock his car up with the key in-

EIEVATOR

Old Huntsville Page 55

side. Anything to hear him stut-
ter. We were mean! His redeem-
ing factor was a father who held
a responsible position at the
Huntsville Police Department.
That is all you needed 50 years
ago to be employed as a police-
man. So this young man was

& LIFT

2809 Newby Rd suite 130
Huntsville. AL 35805

(256) 533-4448/5140

Residential or Commercial

Elevators, Lifts, and Stairchairs;
National Wheel-o-vator, Bruno,

Sterling, and more.

Call today for a quote

Fine Antique Furnitue & Accessories

Ccllw

nv

Ut Utz & CniC M x

“Wilt KL STY I 1. 15 tu.Vt.KS 11 HNt,”

1618 Hughes Road - 895-9791
at the corner of Hughes Road and 72 West

We have great success in helping most

Spinal Disc Problems

An Effective Non-Surgical DTS treatment for Degenerative Disc Disease
Bulging and Herniated Disc - Low back pain - Sciatica

Call 256-534-6792 For Appointment

Sponsered by Alabama Chiropractic Back Clinic - Huntsville, Al

Dr. Robert Richards
No representatai

Dr. David Land

jon is made that the quality of services to be performed is greater than the quality of chiropractic services performed by others
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eventually hired as a policeman.

During integration the black
population was planning to test
the integration of Huntsville
restaurants and the police were
tipped off. Our friend, as a new
policeman, was dispatched to a
local strip mall where a “sit in”
was rumored to be in the plan-
ning stage. He was put into a
patrol car with a two-way radio
and told to call in if he saw the
local college bus approaching. He
sat there all afternoon listening
to music and was a happy soul.
However when the bus did
appear he got completely out of
control, picked up the micro-
phone and yelled loudly “Hehe-
hea-hear th- the- they come
daddy!”

Did I ever make a fool of my-
self you ask! Aircraft batteries
must have a generator charging
the system when they are load-
ing, unloading and especially
when starting the engines. These
units are called GPU - ground
power unit. APU is the on board
aircraft power unit. Most aircraft
did not have them on board un-
til the Jet age in the late fifties
and early sixties.

We had a power unit, which
drove very much like a car with
a three-speed transmission and
six cylinder engine. You drove it
to the nose ofthe Martin 404 and
backed it close so that the cable
would reach. You placed the en-
gine into high RPM, jumped off,
plugged in the cable and then
threw the switch, which loaded
the generator. When | was very
young, | got things mixed up a
little. | backed up to the nose of
the aircraft, set the governor
which increases the engine speed
then jumped off the seat to plug
in the cable. I had left it in for-

“My wife has a slight
speech impediment. Every
once in a while she stops
talking to take a breath.”

Roger Miller, New Hope

ward gear! The unit took off
down the ramp at a fast clip.
Nothing in the way, thank good-
ness. I took offafter itand caught
it in about 500 feet, jumped on,
got it under control and then
turned the unit around to face
the aircraft a hundred yards
away. The Captain was hanging
out the left window, First Officer

out the right window and they
were laughing hysterically. From
that day on that flight crew and
others who saw it called me
“Cowboy!”

When you see Mr. Bud
Cramer, Sr. you might ask him
about a certain gasoline storage
container that belonged to Mr.
McAlister!

A Dangerous Problem

Protect the ones you love...

Are there unexplained musty odors around the house?

Does yourfamily show symptoms of unexplained illness?
Coughing = Sneezing = Headaches = Itchy Eyes « Rashes « Dizziness
« Runny Nose < Allergies and Asthma

"Studies show that nearly 100% ofchronic sinus
infections are due to mold."”
US* WEEKEND * 19W

EnviroSafe
(256) 704-4570

www.uglyroof.com

What is a Reasonable and Safe Response to Mold?

The best way to deal with mold is to eliminate the moisture problem. Once mold is present, drying is not
enough. Moldy materials must be either removed or decontaminated. This process is called remediation,
and means “to remedy” or “to cure". As a Caltex dealer, we perform inspection, testing, containment,

removal and safety based on EPA guidelines.

Inspection: A visual inspection is the initial step in identifying possible contamination problems.

Testing: Tape/swab/air sampling is done to identify specific mold types.

Containment: containment is the practice of separating or sealing the affected area to keep
mold from growing in previously uncontaminated areas.

Removal/Cleanup and Safety: we use “Cal-Britea USDA approved, non-toxic, and
environmentally safe, odorless cleaning product; proven effective for over 18 years. We follow
current and evolving mold remediation standards with proper safety precautions and equipment.

Prevention: we use mold inhibitors in our remediation process. The use of mold inhibitors s
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) for the prevention of mold.


http://www.uglyroof.com

Christmas at
the Church of
Nativity

by Eleanor Hutchens

My prevailing Christmas
memory from the 1920’s is of
awe. Christmas began on Christ-
mas Eve, when we children were
quietly shepherded into our
Church of the Nativity to be over-
whelmed at the sight ofa tremen-
dous, fully decorated tree in the
chancel. The high old Gothic
nave, decorated with evergreens,
was completely hushed. The ser-
vice began. The height of rever-
ence came when Mrs. Tracy W.
Pratt (Miss Neida to us) rose in
the choir to sing “Silent Night.”
She began very quietly, as the
words demanded, and rose to a
thrilling height, not loud but in-
tense, toward the end. | can see
her noble profile now, expressive
ofworshipful joy, as her trained
operatic voice filled our veins
with the sense of the sacred
miracle.

Inthe 1920, Christmas had
not already occurred for weeks
in the local stores. It was one
single time, the best in the year.
Atour Christmas Eve Festival we

Subscribe To

(11 Sutnlsiulle

716 East Clinton Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama, 35801

S20.00 per year

Rlirtirgror OOHNISiiitky

005 %

132 Jetplex Lane
Madison, AL 35758
A (256) 774-3600 J

children knew nothing of the
pagein origins ofthe tree and the
festoons of greenery. The carols,
each sung by a different Sunday
School class, and the presents
from around the tree were excit-
ing, but we were innocent enough
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“l once had a rose named
after me and was very
flattered. But | was not pleased
to read the description in
the catalogue.. "No good in
a bed, but fine against a wall.”

to feel mainly awe under those Eleanor Roosevelt

soaring arches.

Sitters Gl

Companionship - Light Housekeeping - Meal Preparation - Transportation to
Appointments - Laundry - Grooming and Dressing Assistance ........ and many
more! We service homes, hospitals and care facilities.

“You'll feel better
knowing we're there’

We are now providing these services for
the residents in the Northern Alabama
area. We welcome you to call fora
Free in-home consultation, orjust to get
acquainted. When you need assistance for a
loved one, Sitters Etc. will provide you with a

caregiver you can trust.
Caregivers are bonded and insured.

Phone: 256-830-5313
Fax: 256-830-5316
Website: www.sittersetc.coi

Die-cast metal steam locomotive and tender with

working headlight, whistle and real
puffing smoke

« Three passengers cars prototypical to the movie

Huge 40" x 60" oval of all-new, easy-to-
assemble Lionel FasTrack

Everything to get you started in one box
Free Instructional video

The name FasTrack isaset! with
permission from PfiKo, lac.
“ & © Wartw Bfo». Eiit*rtaian«iii I»c.

Your Authorized Lionel *
Value-Added Dealer

Southerland Station

402 B Governors Dr., SW
Huntsville, Al. - 256/533-4720
www.southerlandstation.com


http://www.sittersetc.coi
http://www.southerlandstation.com
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Christmas In
Killingsworth
Cove

by Joe Broyles

My sister, Evelyn, told me
that a special day was coming,
but I was dubious. Evelyn said
we would find toys, apples, or-
anges, and nuts, brought to us
by somebody called Santa Claus.

| felt dubious about gifts
brought to little kids by a
stranger. We children hadn seen
many strangers, except for the
gypsies who came through
Killingsworth Cove every year
and camped in the field next to
our house. Evelyn tried to reas-
sure me about the Santa Claus
stranger who also came through
only once a year. But | was still
dubious.

Evelyn said kids hung up
their stockings on the mantle
before going to bed, and the toys
were in the stockings next morn-
ing.

We wore long, black stock-
ings, pulled way up over our
knees. They would not stay up.
Mother made us elastic garters,
but they were never much help.
We got holes in our stockings,
too. Iwould daub Bixby’s Jet-Oil
Shoe Polish on my white leg, and
this would hide the hole. These
were the stockings that Santa
was to deliver the fruit in. You
can see how | felt about it.

Christmas morning, long be-
fore daylight, we were awakened

Dottie Little

(256) 536-7371 Cell 679-1386

by an explosion. After the sound
had bounced back and forth
among the mountains until it
wore out, another blast went off
from another direction. Then
Father stepped outonto our front
porch and fired our double-bar-
reled, twelve-gauge shotgun into
the tops of the holly trees - both
barrels at once.

Later I learned that this was
the annual ritual of bringing in
Christmas morning. But | had
not been briefed about this
ritual, and half an hour of
terrifying noise did nothing to
help my view of Santa Claus. If
that’s the way he came, my opin-
ion of him was lower than ever.

We kids went into our par-
ents’bedroom, where we opened
our gifts from Santa Claus. I dis-
covered that my little brass lion
penny-bank actually came from
Aunt lda - an old-fashioned

2130 Meridian Street N.
Huntsville, Alabama 534-4949

quality furniture.

woman with a long neck, which
she hid by wearing starched, cro-
cheted collars. The discovery
was no boost for my opinion of
the Santa Claus theory.

After breakfast, we kids were
all bundled up and loaded into
the two-horse surrey, and we
rode around the mountain to
spend the day at Aunt Kate’s
house. Aunt Kate served a noon-
time dinner, ending with a four-
layer cake with thick, white ic-
ing on top and between every
layer and hickory-nut kernels
between the layers. Eating that
cake was the most reasonable
thing we did all day.

In later years, | came to like
Santa a little better. And Mother
told me the real reason and
meaning of Christmas. But the
Christmas | remember most
clearly is the one that began with
a boom.

Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am~6pm

One Block North ol

v it Oakwood Avenue

personal attention, and

excellent service -

reasonably and
affordably priced!

Discounted

50% and MORE

every day!

Financing Available
Free Delivery Within 50 Miles

nutd beautiful dffaufaMe. EXPERIENCE

TODAY.

Traveling For The Holidays?
Who's Gonna LoV6 Them Whén Voarc Gone?

"All creatures great & small

the Pet Nanny loves them all"
Licensed - Insured - Bonded

Excellent References
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with
us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 \Washington St - 539-5777



%Whcti life wa» simple

As hard as it may be to believe, as German rocket scientists were
preparing to move here to set up an arsenal that would change the world,
Huntsville’s mail was still being delivered by horse and buggy. Clarence
Celia Powers worked as a mail carrier from 1917 until retiring in 1948 at
the age of 70. When he retired the horse and buggy were consigned to
the county barn. Two months later a group of people, led by Ben Lucas,
bought the horse and buggy and presented it to the retired mail carrier in
appeciation of his years of dedicated service. For the next several years,
Clarence and his horse remained a familiar sight to Huntsvillians.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week
(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping
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