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Terror in
Paradise

People were wandering
around, dazed by what they had
just been through. I joined a
group of men searching the
rubble for people still alive but
there were only bodies. [ recov-
ered the body of a small baby
from a mud-filled ditch and
wrapped it in a sheet. A
European, avacationer, saw me
with the small bundle in my
arms and anxiously approached
me. He didn’t say anything; he
didn’t have to. The look on his
face told everything.



Old Humtsville Page 2

| Freo Panuist Wag@fis - All Sizes sianley fook |
Smoke Alarms  Pipes Paint brushes Canning Supplies Select! ;Ugt; )
Electrical Needs Wood Stove Accessories Trieycles & Sleds Knives
Large Selection of Screening  Sprinklers
Cast lron Skillets Wheelbarrows  Shovels

Rope Hoses Kerosene Lamps Handtrucks

Weatherproofing o
Mops & Brooms  Paint Mail Boxes TrashCans ,
Landscaping Materials Plumbing Supplies  Nails, Nuts and Bolts

Screw Drivers and Hammers Kitchen Gadgets WIREASES:SBNS Gl RY Co.
Air Conditioner Covers Thresholds Garden Rakes HAND- GRAFTED KNIVES SINGE 1599
Fall Garden Supplies Pipe Insulation Fertilizer German Knives
Drills & Bits Grass Seed Wood Stains ME
Ladders Faucet Sets  Lawn Supplles  Heating Supplies Paint
l GENUINE I Faucet Repair Parts

[EVEBRAND) Pots & Pans
Caulking

T W 38 Sizes of Alir Filters



Terror in
Paradise

by Glenn Watson

I leaned back in the seat and
relaxed as the plane took off from
the Huntsville airport. I had been
looking forward to a vacation.
Business, the city council and the
press of the Christmas social sea-
son had kept me running almost
constantly for the past month.
Even during the few quiet mo-
ments when I was alone it seemed
as if the phone would ring con-
tinuously

If there was a down side, it was
the fact that I would be spending
Christmas away from my family.
I made a mental note to call them
on Christmas morning and to buy
them something really special in
Phuket.

I first visited Phuket, Thailand
about five years ago. A good
friend, from the military, had in-
vited me to go with him and I im-
mediately fell in love with the
place. The beaches, with the fine
white sand, blue-green water and
the swaying palm trees, were
something you would only expect
to see in a travel documentary. A
beautiful golf course was nearby
and the water was perfect for
scuba diving, The most beautiful
thing, however, were the people.

Kind, polite and always with a
smile. Willing to take time to help
anyone who was having trouble
with the language or currency.
Even the cab divers and hotel
maids seemed to take a genuine
interest in you.

It didn't take much persuasion
for me to buy a vacation condo
on Kamala beach, about five miles
from Patong Beach in Phuket.

Christmas day was spent tak-
ing it easy, playing a round of golf
and having dinner with friends. I
still had jet lag so after calling my
family to wish them Merry Christ-
mas, [ turned in.

The next morning I had just
finished taking a shower and was
having breakfast with friends
when I heard a lot of yelling com-
ing from the office below the
nearby restaurant. Curious, I
went down to see what was hap-
pening and found everyone gath-
ered around a television. They
were highly excited and kept re-
peating a word I had never heard
before. Finally someone showed
me a translation book with the
Thai word and next to it was the
word earthquake. At about the
same time we began to feel the
tremors. They weren't strong
enough to actually cause any
damage by themselves but I re-
member the eerie sight of a door
moving up and down, swaying
back and forth, as if it had a life
of its own.

Atabout 9:45 I returned to my
room on the first floor and was
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putting away my golf clubs when
I heard more yelling coming from
the area in front of the complex.
Although I didn’t know it at the
time, a few hundred yards from
me, John Chroston, a biology
teacher from England, was stand-
ing on the beach watching the
ocean go out. Chroston had stud-
ied geology while in college and
realized we were about to experi-
ence a tsunami. Dropping all in-
hibitions, he turned and ran to-
ward his wife shouting for her to
run. Other people, small children,
who were running toward the
beach looked at him curiously but
ignored his shouted warnings.

Other people had gathered in
front of the condos and were
watching the ocean. What was
normally a beautiful beach with
waves gently lapping the shore
was now a vast expanse of sand
and seaweed, left as the water
rushed out to sea. Boats that had
been rocking peacefully alongside
their moorings only moments be-
fore were now stranded as the
ocean raced out.

I had just left my room and
was walking toward where the
people were standing when I

Now that ’'m older, I've

learned that the only
difference between a rut and
a grave is the depth.

Joe Thompson, Arab

heard the noise. At first it was a
low, soothing sound, like a faucet
in a bathroom running but then
almost immediately the sound
became a roar. As the noise got
louder I could feel the ground and
the buildings begin to tremble.

I started running but the first
wave caught me and knocked me
down. Before I could get up an-
other huge wave caught me and
threw me like a rag doll against a
staircase leading to the second
floor. Somehow I managed to grab
hold of a metal staircase railing, I
tried to pull myself up to safety
but it was impossible. My body
was being pulled and yanked in
every direction by the swirling
water as I struggled to breathe.

What had been a postcard-
perfect resort only seconds earlier
was now a deadly nightmare. Au-
tomobiles and buildings were be-
ing picked up and crushed like
match sticks. Beach furniture,
building materials and dead bod-
ies were mixed together as the
waves picked up everything in
their path and hurled them with
vicious fury inland, crushing ev-
erything in its way.

I fought desperately to pull
myself up the staircase and out
of the water but the turbulent
waves kept dragging me under.
Every few seconds a wave would
throw my head out of the water
for an instant and I would man-
age to grab a quick breath before
being sucked back under the wa-

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and
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ter again.

I was being pummeled by
things thrown by the waves. A
beach chair caught me on the
back, almost making me lose my
grip on the railing. Something else
hit me in the face. [ remember the
horrible screaming of people near
me as they were caught in the
muddy waves and swept away.

At one point I didn’t think I
would be able to hold on any
longer. I saw a mother and child
caught in the rushing water and
being swept towards me. I man-
aged to grab the child by his arm
and struggled to pull them close
to me. The swirling water kept try-
ing to rip him away from me, toss-
ing both of us back and forth
against the railing.

I watched helplessly as the
mother lost her grip on her child
and was swept away by the force
of the waves. She looked toward
me; I don’t know if she was look-
ing at me or her son. It was only
for a second but I will see her face
for the rest of my life. I believe she
knew her son would live and the
look on her face was almost as if
she was begging me, “You have
him, please hold onto him!”

I wanted to help her but I
couldn’t.

I believe that young boy saved
my life. I was at the end of my

“Now | have that dreaded

Furniture Disease - when

your chest falls into your
drawers!”
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Liz Jacobs

strength but, somehow, knowing
I was fighting for him too gave me
the power to hold on.

The next few minutes were a
blur. I saw a body being swept by
me face down. The water was
thick with mud, getting into my
eyes and making it difficult to see.
I tried to push the boy above the
water so he could breath. I began
to swallow sea water and mud. I
wondered if I would ever see my
grandchildren again.

I don’t know how long it
lasted. I read later it was only a
matter of about 20 minutes. It felt
like hours.

I heard voices above me, on
the stair steps. Two men were try-
ing to reach for us. I told them to
get the boy first because I knew
they couldn’t hold the weight of
both of us. Seconds later they
came back and pulled me from
the water. Ilaid on the staircase
for a while spitting salt water and
mud, trying to breath again. My
back and legs were battered and
bruised and my body was caked
with mud. My clothes were torn
and bloody. My nose was broken
and still bleeding but somehow all
that seemed very trivial.

Normally I would have sought
a doctor to get checked out but
as I began to understand the im-
pact of that devastation, I realized
that what I had suffered was
nothing compared to the misery
all around me. What had once
been Paradise was no more. Min-
utes earlier it had been a thriving
resort. Now, the people, the
homes, the businesses and even
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many of the roads were gone.

People were wandering
around, dazed by what they had
just been through. Survivors be-
gan to search for loved ones while
others began the grim task of re-
covering bodies. I joined a group
of men searching the rubble for
people still alive but there were
only bodies. Someone had
brought bed sheets from a nearby
hotel and we wrapped the bodies
in them, trying to give them the
final respect they deserved. I re-
covered the body of a small baby
from a mud-filled ditch and
wrapped it in a sheet. A European,
a vacationer, saw me with the
bundle in my arms and anxiously
approached me. He didn't say
anything; he didn’t have to. The
look on his face told everything.

I told him it was a Thai baby.
His face was a mixture of relief
and despair as he struggled with
the emotions of not knowing what
had happened to his baby.

Intelligent people have
been shown to have more
zinc and copper in their
hair than others.

There was a large field nearby
littered by cars and trucks that
had been caught in the waves. We
could see bodies in some of the
cars. Some of us started to go
there to help but were warned not
to. The field was full of King Co-
bra snakes, driven from their dens
by the flooding.

Someone appeared on the
beach with a bull horn, shouting
for us to evacuate; another tidal
wave was about to hit. People im-
mediately stopped what they were
doing and began running for the
nearby hills. I was with Mel, a
friend of mine, and we jumped in
his truck and raced toward higher
ground. The cars, trucks and mo-
torcycles that were still running
jammed the road, blowing their
horns, trying desperately, like us,
to reach higher ground.

There were hundreds, maybe
thousands, of people clinging to
the safety of the hill side. The
deathly quiet was almost surreal
as people stood silently watching
the ocean, not knowing what to
expect. Many people had tears in
their eyes, many were just in
shock. Others wandered hope-
lessly from group to group search-
ing for family and friends.
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The warning proved to be a
false alarm; the first of many that
would occur that day, but many
people still refused to leave the
safety of the hill side. I decided to
go to my condo to see if anything
was left. The place was a total
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wreck, furniture smashed, doors
caved in and mud everywhere.
Luckily, I had put my passport in
a safe that just happened to be
water tight. Everything else was
gone.

I found six bottles of bottled
water and used them to wash the
blood off my face. There was no
food. I had two bottles of warm
beer for dinner. Afterwards, I
stood in what used to be a street
looking at the place I had grown
to love. I had been in the military,
had been a policeman and had
witnessed the horrible destruction
of atornado in Huntsville. Noth-
ing in my life, however, had pre-
pared me for the utter devastation
that surrounded me. I felt like cry-
ing but tears would not come.

I have never been a deeply re-
ligious person but standing on that
street that day I felt as if [ had been
given a second chance.

I spent the night on a lawn
chair. I was lucky. Other people
spent the night wandering
through the ruins, with no other
place to go. Off in the distance I
could see the flickering lights of
the camp fires in the nearby hills

My wild oats have turned
into prunes and All-Bran.

Sam Keith, retired

where people still huddled, afraid
to come down. It would have been
a beautiful night had it not been
so horrible.

The next morning was less
chaotic but, if possible, even more
horrifying, It was like waking from
a terrifying nightmare, only to find
it wasn’t a dream - it was real. I
tried to help wherever possible
but the sheer magnitude of the
disaster was overwhelming, There
was no food, water, electricity or
sewage and the authorities were
telling everyone who could leave
to do so. They needed young
people, professional rescue
people, not older tourists like me
who would just be in the way.

A friend of mine owned a res-
taurant and lounge on the beach.
It had been wiped out. A heavy
pool table in one of the rooms had
been thrown upside down by the
waves as if it was a mere toy. I
spent part of the morning helping
him recover the business’ comput-
ers from the muddy wreckage.
They were ruined but he was
driven to do something, anything,
to start the process of rebuilding.
That afternoon I managed to get
aride to the airport. I wasn’t sure
if it was still operating; someone
told me the tidal wave had hit it
too. Fortunately, the water had re-
ceded by the time I got there and
they were allowing a few flights to
land and take off. Hundreds of

» SPECIALIZED HAIR COLOR DEPARTMENT
* CONTEMPARY HAIRCUTS
JUST FOR YOU BY "WORLD CLASS DESIGNERS”

CONSULTATIONS ON STYLES CREATED
"BEAUTIFUL" BRIDAL & SPECIAL EVENT STYLING

Voted "One Of Americd's Top Salons" By Ladies Home Joumal Magazine

AV Y. T

L. "3

F NN i

Shaver's Top 10 Books
of Local &
Regional Interest

1. Scenic North Alabama -
A travel guide to Canyons,
Caverns, Bridges (natural &
covered) and Waterfalls, by
Robert Schuffert $27.95

2. Recipes from Butter-
milk Alley by Jacque Gray
$14.95

3. Huntsville Then and
Now: A Walk through Down-
town (book & CD Rom combi-
nation) by Fred Simpson
$29.95

4. Historical Markers of
Madison County, by the
Huntsville/Madison County
Historical Society $18.95

5. Currency & Tokens of
Huntsville and Madison
County, by Charles Cataldo, Jr.
$29.50

6. Tales from the Front
Porch; A Collection of True Sto-
ries of People, Places and
Events in Northern Alabama
and Southern Tennessee, by
Frank Westmoreland, Jr.
$12.95

7. Civil War Tales of the
Tennessee Valley, by William
Lindsey McDonald $17.95

8. Old Huntsville Photo Al-
bums on CD Rom. Vols. I, I &
III. Hundreds of B&W Photos
of Old Huntsville/area. $15.95
each

9. The Ambassador’s Son:
New WWII Fiction by Homer
Hickam $24.95

10. Alabama Bird Watch-
ing: A year-round guide by Bill
Thompson $16.99

Mail orders add $2.50 per/book
Alabama residents add 8% tax

Shaver's Bookstore
(256) 536-1604

shavers @mindspring.com
2362 Whitesburg Dr.
Whitesburg at Bob Wallace
Huntsville, Ala. 35801



mindspring.com

people were milling around the
small terminal, waiting for a flight
to anywhere that would take them
away from the horrors they had
just been through.

Somehow I got lucky. I ap-
proached an airline desk and told
them that I had lost my tickets
and all I had was my United
States passport. Apparently there
was just one seat left on a flight
that was about to depart and,
without asking any questions, they
ushered me through the gate and
put me on the plane.

As the plane took off images
kept flashing through my mind,
images I will never forget. Grief-
stricken parents searching for
missing children. Fires flickering
on the hillsides. An old man clean-
ing the sidewalk in front of an
empty lot that had once been his
home. A woman begging me with
her eyes to save her son.

Perhaps the strangest sight
was something I did not see. De-
spite the total carnage of the tidal
wave there were no dead animals.
It was almost as if some strange
sense we can't understand had
given the animals enough warn-
ing to flee.

A few hours later I was in

SPRY FUNERAL
AND CREMATORY

HOMES INC.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery

open with 100 acres reserved for
future development.

(256) 534-8361

Bangkok where I was able to pur-
chase some clothes and clean up.
The airport had computers set up
where people could contact their
families by email. I managed to
send a message to my family let-
ting them know I was safe. It was
a short message; there were hun-
dreds of people in line behind me
waiting to do the same thing.

I don't think the brutal reality
of what I had seen really hit me
until after I returned home to
Huntsville. The next morning I
went to Gibson's, on South Park-
way, for breakfast. A friend whom
I had seen the week before, in the
same restaurant, came up to me
and, after wishing me a Happy
New Year, asked me how I had
spent Christmas.

I started to reply, but then I
stopped. I didn't know where to
begin or what to say.

I am not a writer. If I were, I
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would be able to truly describe
what I saw and felt. As itis, I have
to rely on words like devastation,
horror and terrifying, none of
which can even begin to tell what
happened to a small town on the
coast of Thailand the day after
Christmas.

A disaster of that magnitude
leaves a mark on everyone who
lives through it. I have learned
that many things I once consid-
ered important are no longer so.
I've realized how precious my
friends and my family are.

I've also learned how short,
and uncertain, this life on earth

can be.

Phuket Kamala
Relief Fund

Glenn Watson, in conjunction
with the Huntsville Rotary Club and
the Tonkah, Thailand Rotary Club
has organized a relief fund to help
the citizens of Phuket, one of the
hardest hit areas by the tsunami.
One hundred per cent of the do-
nations go directly to those in need
with nothing taken out for overhead.

If you would like to help please
send your checks to “Phuket
Kamala Relief Fund, C/O The
Colonial Bank, 305 Church Street,
Huntsville, Al 35801.

For further information contact
glenn.watson @hsvcity.com
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House Cleaning
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Jack’s
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Huntsville, Alabama

In Court For
Appearing With
Lewd Woman

Jrom 1911 paper

Harvey Gibson was arrested
last night by the police on a charge
of appearing in public with a
woman of bad character. He was
fined in Mayor Smith's court this
morning,

Willie Burkley, a boy from
Tullahoma, Tenn. claims he came
to the city with Gibson and was
deserted by him. He had no
money and no place to go and
applied to the police for aid. His
people in Tullahoma were notified
and they asked the police to keep
the boy until they could send for
him.

SANDERS

Open Delta

An eclectic band performing
Blues - Rock - Folk

Now accepting bookings for
selected engagements. For

information call 256-694-7445

1215 Jordan Lane 837-6072
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The
Freedman’s
Bureau

by General E.C. Betts
Written in 1909

The Freedman’s Bureau,
ostensibly a labor and employ-
ment bureau, was established at
Huntsville some time during the
early part of 1865. At first these
bureaus were conducted by the
federal military authorities, but af-
ter the war their management was
entrusted to “loyal Union men,"or
“Carpetbaggers.” These institu-
tions, if properly conducted, might
have been of inestimable worth to
the nation as a whole, serving in
a large measure to re-adjust the
shattered economic conditions at
the South.

The veteran who wore the
gray, after Lee’s surrender, re-

Write

Send us your stories to be
published in Old Huntsville. Stories
must be about Huntsville and have
factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your
stories to:
Old Huntsville - 716 East

Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

turned to his former home, nei-
ther ashamed nor afraid for the
course so lately and vigorously
pursued. He accepted the for-
tunes of war with heroic resigna-
tion and yielded his weapons of
destruction without protest or
shame, and returned to the pur-
suits of civil life with that same
determination and indomitable
will and energy which had made
of him such a formidable foe. He
was in no way daunted or abashed
to find, upon his return, all his
former slaves supported and pro-
tected, and incited to insulting
behavior by the bureau; his plan-
tation grievously suffering from
protracted neglect, but worst of
all, his house burned and no hand
to assist in the erection of another,
stripped of every vestige of prop-
erty and personal effects.

The former slaves, dazed and
bewildered as they were by sud-
den emancipation from work and
the necessity therefor as a means
of support, deserted the planta-
tion and flocked to the bureau or
refugee camps; where they re-
ceived without charge from the
government, food, clothing, shel-
ter and medical attention from
which the mortality was great.
Thus supported, the negro be-
came a prey to all sorts of vagar-
ies. They were led to believe that
when the war was over each
would receive, at the hands of the
federal government “forty acres
and a mule,” the property of the
former master. Even to this day,
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there may, in rare instances, be
found an old ex-slave who is still
holding to the dream that this dis-
pensation is yet to come.

There was usually great dis-
pute between the slaves as to who
was to get the forty acres upon
which was situated the “big
house”- the plantation home of the
former master.

So firmly had these fancies
fastened themselves upon the
subject, that even the bureau and
military authorities became
alarmed. To forestall the further
spread of such demoralizing ten-
dencies, the federal authorities in
1865 issued an order requiring all
negroes at Huntsville to go to
work, or to be forced to do so by
the troops.

In justice to the ex-slave, be it
said, this dilemma was probably
not wholly his own blame; for the
bureau controlled every phase of
life and activity in the community,
and complete charge was taken
of the negroes. The activities of the
bureau, instead of being an aid to
useful employment of the ex-
slave’s time, were its worst hin-
drance, as we shall see.

Labor could only be employed
under the supervision of the bu-
reau. Wage scales were estab-
lished and enforced by the federal
authorities. Such a scale was put
in force at Huntsville in 1864 by
the “Freedman’s Home Colony”:

“No. 1 Hands, male 18-40
years of age, minimum wage per
month $25.00. No. 2 Hands, male
14-18 years of age, minimum
wage per month $20.00. No. 3
Hands, male 12-14 years of age,
minimum wage per month
$15.00. Corresponding classes of
women $18.00, $14.00 and
$10.00 per month, respectively.”

In addition to these minimum
wages to be paid by the planter,
he was required to take care of
the young children of the family
hired by him; to furnish without
charge a separate house for each
family, with an acre of ground for

a garden, and without charge, ==
medical attention for the entire

family, and schooling for the chil- =
dren; to sell food and clothing to g
the employee at cost, and lastly, Sk
to pay for full time unless the la- f._}".c
borer was sick or refused to work. e
In view of the depleted eco- T 5
nomic and financial condition of '/

the South, to hold that the ex-slave
could only be employed on such
terms and at such exorbitant
wages to be paid in United States
currency, was grossly unfair to
both employer and employee.
Such restrictions rendered em-
ployment practically prohibitive.
So we are not surprised to learn
that in 1864 only two hundred
and five of all the ex-slave popu-
lation of the county had obtained

Parties, Weddings, Special Events
By appointment only

employment. RON COOPER
These labor contracts had to MARK KIMBROUGH
2318 PANSY ST

be in writing and receive the sanc-

tion of the bureau or military au- HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801
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thorities, and witnessed by a
“friend of the freedman.” Either
party breaking the contract was
subject to trial by the provost-
marshal or a military com-
mission. The property of the em-
ployer was liable to seizure for
wages.

Many instances might be
cited, but for present purposes,
one such happening at Huntsville
will suffice:

General Thomas ordered a
military commission to arrogate
to itself authority to settle a dis-
pute over the home of a widowed
white lady, as between her and her
former slave, with the result that
she was turned out, and the negro
given possession of the property.”

So long as these institutions
were administered by the military
authorities no charge was made
the freedman for preparing the
labor contracts, and the freed-
man thought the bureau his best
friend. Later, at the close of the
war, the bureaus were turned
over to the civil authorities and
“carpetbaggers” were put in
charge. Then a fee of $2.00 was
charged the negro for each con-
tract. This produced among them
a revulsion of feeling. They be-
came suspicious and distrustful
of the bureau.

So strong and vindictive did
this hate of the “carpetbag” agents
of the bureau become among the
negroes in Madison county, that
on March 12, 1866, some negroes
of Huntsville and vicinity tarred
and feathered one of the bureau
agents who had been charging
them $1.50 for each contract. The
bureau authorities even went so
far as to try title to and settle dis-
putes over property, between
slaves and their former masters.

On the slightest pretext the bu-
reau authorities intervened. Their
prejudices were strongly against
the whites and in favor of the
freedmen. There was, however,
no purpose of bettering the con-
ditions, but solely to punish the

whites.

It was of common occurrence
that prominent citizens, were ar-
rested, and placed in chains. The
former slaves were protected and
incited to heap opprobrium on
their former masters. Even the
law itself was not permitted to take
its course, as for in-

shed if you attempt it.”” All this, in
order that the culprit might be
taken before the bureau agent
and acquitted after a mock trial.
In conjunction with the
Freedman’s Bureau, schools for
freedmen were operated. Shortly
before the close of the war three

stance: “In 1866,
two constables
arrested a negro
charged with
house burning in
Tuscumbia, Ala-
bama. Col. D. C.
Rugg, the bureau
agent at Hunts-
ville, raised a
force of forty
negroes and went
to the rescue of
the criminal.”
Coming up with
the officers as
they were about
to board the train
with the criminal,
he said, “If you at-
tempt to put that
man on the train,
blood will be
shed. I am acting
under the orders
of the Military De-
partment. These
men are not going
to let you take that
prisoner away,
and blood will be
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of these schools were established
at the refugee camps in the county.
Two of them were in Huntsville;
one being on Ex-Governor
Chapman’s plantation, which was
confiscated to the use of negro
troops early in 1862, as above
mentioned. After the war, schools
for the freedmen became very nu-
merous. Another was opened at
Huntsville by the “Pittsburgh
Freedmen’s Aid Commission.” All
these schools were taught by
Northern whites.” From this time
forward, all sorts and kinds of
missionary, educational and be-
nevolent societies and commis-
sions, financed at the North, and
projected and authorized by Con-
gress, began to operate through-
out the South. There was the wild-
est desire among the blacks, both
old and young, to learn to read
and write.

In November, 1866, Brevet-
Colonel J. B. Collis, of the Volun-
teer Reserve Corps, was put in
command of the bureau at Hunts-
ville. Under his leadership the bu-
reau branched out into politics,
local and State, and was orga-
nized into some sort of a political
“league.” The membership con-
sisted chiefly of negroes. Its pur-
pose was to foist into position and
power the “carpetbaggers, desert-
ers,” and “scalawags,” and scum
of the earth generally, with which
Huntsville was infested. The
leagues held secret meetings, and
pledged themselves and their
membership to mutual protec-
tion.

One notable instance of this
distrust is to be found, when the
league at Huntsville refused admit-
tance to one of its meetings in the
court house, to a notorious “scala-
wag” of this community, who had
formerly been a respected mem-
ber of society. Little wonder that
even the negroes were unwilling
to align themselves with him when
we remember that he had repre-
sented Madison county in the Se-
cession Convention of 1861, and
was chosen to succeed Dr. Tho-
mas Fearn in the Confederate

Provisional Congress, and had
commanded a battalion in the
war for a short while; only for a
short while, however, as his loy-
alty to his State and his people
was of equally short duration. He
went over to the enemy and after
the war, embraced with alacrity
the “carpetbag” government and
its principles and returned among
his people to aid in the oppres-
sions of reconstruction, and gar-
ner his share of its harvest.

e
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Heard

The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Jane
Toney, a stay-at-home Grandma
from Huntsville, who correctly
guessed the Photo of the Month
from February. It was Tallulah
Bankhead, and we had so many
correct calls after Jane’s, but only
one gets to win!

Linda and Bill Drake hosted
a Valentine party at their home in
English Village during the month.
Guests included the members of
Beta Sigma Phi sorority and their
sweeties. A particular image on a
can of air freshener sure got lots
of attention.

We were so happy to see Dr.
James Jones, retired dentist in
Huntsville whom many of you re-
member, when he stopped by the
other day with his lovely wife
Martha. He is doing great and
keeping busy working out at the
gym.

Our good friend Martin
Alexander tells us to be sure and
say Hi to his friends at WAHR
radio.

We were sorry to hear that
Catherine Hunter, wife of Golden
K Kiwanian Bill Hunter, died re-
cently. She was much loved and
will be missed.

Donna Hays' sweet mom

Mildred White broke her hip re-
cently and we want to say a
special hello to her with wishes
that she gets to feeling better
really soon!

We talked with Tracy Wright
recently - she does a lot of good
work for young people with her
agency called HEALS. It's good to
know there are people like her out
there.

Cathi Harless, of Dr.
Whitworth’s office in Madison, told
us her Mom had a bad fall recently
while in Corinth, Miss. Martha
Gross was traveling with her hus-
band Jack when she fell. We wish
her a speedy recovery and Jack,
you take good care of her!

We had a call from our old
friend Donna Lacy - many of you
remember her as the sweet lady
who worked for years at Propst
Drugs in the U.S. Post office there.
She’s loving retired life and says
to say hello to all her friends!

We saw our buddy Marie
Adkins last week. She wants to
send out a special hello to her
friends and family in Michigan.
She’s lived in Decatur for 5 years
and misses her family so badly!

Sandra Steele
President

Apams ALLEY ® CLirT’s COVE ® HERITAGE PLANTATION
HeRrRITAGE PROVENCE ® HERITAGE STATION * KING'S RIDGE
‘WALKER'S HiLL ® M1, CARMEL BY THE RiveErR ® THE BRIDGES

W wwwenfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

A
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' DEVELOPMENT
INCORPORATED

_

¢ dmmunities that encourage (Balanced .Ziving

t Bill Collier, who is a former
o n member of the 279th Signal in the

National Guard, sends a big wel-
come to his Guard buddies who
justreturned from a tour in Iraq.

A huge Happy Birthday to our
good friend Newman Ward, now
living in the rain in Malibu. He
was a postal worker here in
Huntsville for many years and of-
ten writes about his memories. He
just turned a young 89!

It was great to talk with Ann
Gibbs recently - many of you may
remember Ann as the former
owner of Jay’s Lounge on Merid-
ian Street. Ann and her husband
Jerry Gibbs currently own a heat-
ing and cooling company on Win-
chester road, and their daughter
Dawn McDonnell runs the show
at Color Express printing in Madi-
son.

Our favorite bartender at
Sazio’s, Scott Reisenweber, was
looking good the other night.
While there we neighbored with
Panda Wagner & others.

Happy Birthdays to Bill Ivy,
Sam Zeman, Bill Russell and
Jim Winning!

We were so sorrv to hear of the

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster shown below
wins a year’s subscription to “Old
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This young soldier later
opened up a successful business
on the Parkway that is still going
strong.
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death of J. B. Mitchell. He was a
retired civil service worker here
and worked for Ashburn & Gray
for many years. We send our sym-
pathy out to his wife Edith
Mitchell.

Our favorite lady Ann Hill
told us she just made Captain at
the Redstone Fire Department.
Congratulations to you Ann!

The Cecil Tiptons of Ryland
dropped by the office to say hello
recently. It was great fun visiting
with them and listening to the sto-
ries of how Huntsville used to be.

Blackwater Hattie’s was rock-
ing the other night - we hear they
are having Karioke contests peri-
odically on Friday nights. Marga-
ret Poole and Danny George are
the owners, and were hanging out
with several of their customers
when we dropped by. Ricky Tho-
mas was there, along with Ricky
Cantrell who is a firefighter at
Station 16. We also saw Keith Cox
and Sandy Martin, who grew up
in West Huntsville and has lots of
stories about those days. His
Uncle was Esso McDonald,
whom many may remember.

We saw Eric Knytych recently,
he works at Mollie Teal’s behind
the Jazz Factory. He and his wife
Jamie are expecting their first
baby in July. Melissa Gill works
with Eric and said she thinks
she’ll be engaged this weekend to
her sweetie. They are the best-
looking bartenders in Huntsville!

J. B. Tucker was in the hos-
pital recently and we want him to
know we're thinking about him
and want him to get to feeling bet-
ter real soon. His sweet wife Mar-
garet sure takes good care of him,
along with their daughters Linda
and Sandy.

Congratulations to Mildred
and Basil Banks, parents of
Danny Banks of Huntsville, who
have been married for 65 years!

Speaking of Danny Banks, we
saw him recently having dinner
with his sweet wife Jennifer - they
just returned from a cruise - his

first - to Jamaica and the Grand get well, Cecil!
Cayman Islands. You all have a great March and

It's fascinating to talk with we’ll see you next month!
Lucille Hines, a young lady in her
early nineties who re-
members when
Huntsville was a small
town. She knows all
the answers about
Huntsville’s history!

Sandra Galyean,
of Sanders Cleaners,
was skiing recently in
Park City, Utah when
she fell and twisted
her knee pretty badly
- we're thinking of you
Sandra and hope you
heal up soon!

It was great to see
our favorite folks at
Colonial Bank re-
cently - Ann Smith
and Linda Worsham
are some of the sweet-
est ladies you'll meet

S
Look for exclusive lines from all
your favorite designers!
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Sleepwear * Handbags Jewelry  Skincare
Gife Cards and More

Whitesburg Drive

friend Cecil Ashburn
has been fighting the
flu bug. Hurry up and
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Bal«zd Vic|a|ia Onions

Peel and core onions and
place in a greased baking dish. Fill
each core with 1 tablespoon but-
ter and 1 tablespoon soy sauce.
Cover and bake at 350 degrees
for 45 minutes. Remove cover and
continue baking for 15 more min-
utes. Allow one onion per serving,

Green Beons wiﬂ\ Fefa

1 1b. green beans, tips re-
moved

3 T. olive oil

2 T. fresh lemon juice

1 t. dried dill weed

3 T. slivered red onion

1/4 c. crumbled Feta cheese

Salt/cracked black pepper to
taste

Steam green beans til crisp-

tender, rinse under cold water.
Drain and pat-dry beans, add to
large serving bowl. Mix oil, lemon

juice and salt/pepper in small
bowl and pour onto beans, toss
to coat. Sprinkle on the dill and
onion, then toss. Chill in fridge -
right before serving, add cheese
and toss.

Qosema Py DO'I'CI'I'OES

4 1bs. new potatoes, sliced

1/4 c. rosemary, chopped

2 t. minced garlic

1/4 c. olive oil

2 T. lemon juice

Salt/pepper to taste

Heat oil in a skillet and saute

garlic, rosemary and lemon juice
for 3 minutes. Remove from heat
and put your potatoes in a greased
baking dish. Pour the oil mixture
over the potatoes, sprinkle with
salt and pepper. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 40 minutes.

Qoasfec] Ga Pl ic Cloves

6 elephant garlic bulbs
1/4 c. olive oil

1 t. rosemary
1/2 t. seasoned salt
Cut 1/2” off wide end of each

bulb. In a garlic roaster or mini-
cupcake pan, place the garlic
bulbs cut side down. Drizzle olive
oil over each bulb and sprinkle
with the rosemary and seasoned
salt.

Bake at 350 degrees for 45
minutes - it'll smell wonderful. If
they look like they are cooking too
fast and may burn, turn heat
down to 300 degrees. Cook cov-
ered, then take them out to cool.
On some toasted fresh bread
squeeze out each clove and “but-
ter” the bread. This can be habit
forming if you love garlic!

. Fried Spicq Cucumbers

You'll need 4 cucumbers, flour,
oil, cayenne pepper, salt and pep-
per.

Peel your cucumbers and slice
lengthwise. Dry the slices and

EVERY
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cover them with flour, cayenne,
salt and pepper mixture. Fry in
hot oil til brown. Add your favor-
ite sour cream to a tablespoon of
horseradish and enjoy!

Com on Hle COGIS

6 ears corn
Salt, pepper and butter
Turn husks back from corn,

remove silks. Trim tops from ears
of corn; turn husks back over
corn. Soak corn in enough water
to cover for 2 hours. Remove corn
from water, place over hot char-
coal.

Roast until husks are well
browned. Remove husks from
corn, add salt, pepper and butter
to taste.

OH Souﬂwrn |cel)ox Die

4 egg whites

1 c. sugar

1 t. vanilla

1 c. pecans. chopped

13 graham crackers,

crumbled into small pieces
1 can shredded coconut
Beat the whites til stiff, add
sugar and vanilla slowly. Add co-
conut, pecans, and graham crack-
ers.

Pour in a buttered pan and
bake for 30 minutes at 350 de-
grees. Chill in fridge prior to serv-
ing. Your Grandma will remember

Decmui Buﬂep Bifes

2 c. brown sugar

1/2 c. milk

3 T. chunky peanut butter

1 egg white

Boil the sugar with the milk

til it spns a thread, stirring con-
stantly. Add the peanut butter.
Beat the egg white to a stiff froth,
then add it to the boiling syrup.
Make sure you are stirring all the
while. Continue to beat til thick
and stiff, then drop it by teaspoons
onto waxed or parchment paper.

Grandma’s Bread
Duclc]inq

1 loaf dried bread

1 t. vanilla

3/4 c. sugar

2 eggs

1 ¢. warm milk

Mix all in a large bowl, pour

into a baking pan. Bake for 35
minutes at 350 degrees.

Best Dark Fudge

3 c. chocolate chips, semi-
sweet

1 dash salt

1 1/2 t. vanilla

1 can Eagle Brand Sweetened
condensed milk

1 c¢. walnuts or pecans,
chopped

In a heavy saucepan melt

chips with the milk and salt. Re-

this one, we bet!
0's)
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move from heat, stir in the nuts
and vanilla. Spread evenly over
wax-paper-lined 9x11” pan,
quickly because it will harden.
Cover and chill overnight -
next day turn fudge onto cutting
board and remove wax paper, cut
into squares with sharp knife.
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Huntsvills, AL 35801
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Huntsville
Hang Outs

Part Two

By Johnny Johnston

In December we reviewed sev-
eral places where we ate, talked,
ate, talked, and had fun. I began
to think of others and then cer-
tain business places, which held
part of our history.

Mr. Pizitz owned a dry goods
store on Jefferson just off the
Court House Square and was
considered one of the best mer-
chandisers in Huntsville. His son,
Norman, told me this story which
I cherish.

One fall during harvest time
Mr. Pizitz was gathering clothing
and supplies for a Hazel Green
farmer. He had placed his order
on the counter while gathering
other items to complete the pur-
chase. He had completed the or-
der and Mr. Pizitz told him
$30.50. The farmer started walk-
ing, he walked through the store
and came back to the counter.
Mr. Pizitz was sure the man was
trying to get a cheaper price so
the second time he walked up he
said how about $28.50. The
farmer did the same thing, walk-

application process

ing through the store, coming
back in a minute and standing in
front of Mr. Pizitz. This time he
said how about $27.50. The man
started walking again only this
time he went outside the store
stopped at the curb then came
back in. He said, Mr. Pizitz, the
price was OK the first time. I just
had to find a place to spit my to-
bacco juice! The next day Mr.
Pizitz had a Spittoon sitting by the
counter.

Most of us wound up at
Guntersville Lake at one time or
many. I fished there with my
brothers and father. I can remem-
ber going to the Dam and taking
a boat up close to the rushing
water. My number one trip was
the Butler High School Sneak day
of May 1955. We decided on the
day before to slip out, can’t re-
member who was the instigator,
probably Jimmy Butler the Class
President. We left the school very
early and drove to Hatfield Lake.
When we found that to be dry we
decided to return through Hunts-
ville and go to Guntersville. The
day was going well at Guntersville
Lake. Norman Stephens and I
were riding an old Harley
Davidson, which needed lots of
work and had no license plate. It
had only a seat for one: since I
was the pilotI got to ride the tank.
During the day several girls (who
I was afraid to speak to because
of shyness), asked for a ride on
the Harley. I found myself popu-

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

lar for the first time and really
didn’t know how to handle it. Along
mid afternoon I saw from a dis-
tance several local police glancing
at where the license plate should
have been. I gathered up Norman
and we watched from a distance
until the police went down to the
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Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Lict

ARl edges ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940}

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
“ Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the
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1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Have A Property
- You Need To Sell?

L, SOLD - Quail Ridge - Huntsville - SOLD - Bob Wade Lane - Harvest - SOLD
LR Pebblebrook - Madison - SOLD - Timberlake Dr. - Toney - SOLD
| Mission Square - Unit 5 - SOLD

Let us list & sell your commercial or
residential property. Licensed in Al. & Tn.

Experience is important and | have nearly 20 years in
H’ the housing industry, but more important is the care
that goes into the need of each and every one of my
families. Whether you are building, buying, selling,
investing, refinancing, debt reducing, budgeting, or
repairing your credit, we care for your family.

Binkiey Real Estate &
Financial Services, Inc. %2020

Office: 256-851-9229

~ B Cell 256-348-0999
www.binkleyservices.com

orrorrunimy  E-mail: maria @ binkleyservices.com

i

EI Call today for a better tomorrow

l Athens - Thach Road lot for $16,900
Harvest - Great Investment - 95.95 acres. This is one
of the last undeveloped intersections of a state high-
way in north Alabama. SE corner of Hay. 53 & Jeff Road,
Appx. 20 acres on front for commercial & 75 acres in back
for residential. Listed in 1998 at appraised price of
$2,400,000

Yes - We do mortgages to fit a wide range of needs,
including refinancing. We list and sell Real Estate in Ala-
bama and Mississippi. We work with families and teach
credit scoring and repairs. We do all these things, but
that’s not our business. We are in the PEOPLE business!
Building lifetime relationships. Call us today for a better
tomorrow!

\ We also have Foreclosures with 100% loan programs
available. Several Condos for sale - Call for details

We offer you a free home appraisal or home war-
ranty. Call for details.

E We will be glad to assist you with any of these properties
%n,_ or any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service.

g, ML 02075 i
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water trying to find who was
riding the Harley. Norman was in
his swimsuit with his clothes in
hand. We saw our opportunity
and headed out on the Harley.

In those days the State of Ala-
bama had portable truck weigh-
ing stations consisting of a strip
of concrete about 50' long with a
crossways ditch about 10" deep
where the portable scale was
placed. I pulled off the road so
Norman could put on his clothes.
Sideways we went into the hole,
damaging the exhaust system and
taking some skin off Norman’'s
foot. He got his clothes changed;
we found some scrap wire to tie
up the exhaust and took off. The
exhaust came loose several times
and we stopped to repair it. When
we got to Big Cove the chain broke.
No fix for that. I called my Dad to
bring my old 46 Chevrolet Van
and pick us up. The truck quit on
him going up Monte Sano. He got
that taken care of and got to us
maybe two hours later. We had a
really hard time loading the 800-
pound motorcycle into the van
and somewhat damaged it again.
We started back only to have a
blow out at Fifth Avenue (Gov.
Drive) and Seminole drive. An-
other delay. When we finally got
home and got off the Harley, I told
Norman I would get Mom’'s car
and take him home. For the life of
me | can't imagine why he said,
“No thanks, I'll just walk to Lin-
coln.”

Hatfield Lake, now there was
a wonderful place to hang out.

The lake was an improved natu-
ral lake with diving boards, con-
crete sidewalk and a very nice
roller skating rink. At times dur-
ing the fall of the year a carnival
would also be stationed alongside
the Lake. The Carnival operator
was one of those characters who
wanted to see what limits us ma-
cho guys had when it came to
riding on The Tubs or other nau-
seating things. Of certainty I told
him not to take me off until I said
uncle. That came about thirty
minutes later. Don’'t remember
ever being that sick in my life.

The lake had a natural bot-
tom; it was about 15' deep and a
wonderful place to dive. The wa-
ter was clear and cool, just right.
I couldn’t name the number of
times our class went there from
Butler or after getting a drivers li-
cense went alone. Actually that
was the first date
with the lady I mar-
ried.

Monte Sano
Mountain, espe-
cially the State Park,
was a very favorite
place of mine. When
I moved back to
Huntsville about 20
years ago I was ex-
tremely surprised
to see an admission
charge on the park.
I had been going
there since I was
maybe 5 years old.
Church gatherings,
family picnics, and

|

-t 1 .

school activities. Just a double
date with friends after high
school. There were so many times
and there are so many memories
I have trouble separating them.
The horse stable, that was my fa-
vorite. I still remember my favor-
ite horse, Maude. She would get
lazy and stubborn. I learned early
on that if I just reached up and
broke off a twig, she heard it and
moved at a good pace. The horse
trail roamed over to the left of the
Picnic area of the park down to a
ledge and back again. I think
maybe that it was two or three
miles long. There were about 8
horses kept at the barn. I loved to
spend time there and help feed the
horses.

My favorite thing to do was get
someone who had not ridden a
horse and put them on one for
the trail. Leroy Cunningham was

1AL Docrog,

Air Conditioning & Heating Services

HEAT PUMP
SPECIALISTS

9694 Madison Bivd. Ste. B-2

Grand Opening of our new

Luxury Pet Hotel

V.I.P Grooming announces the

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

881-0664




one of those people. After about a
mile Leroy fell off. Just as Norman
never rode another motorcycle,
Leroy, I think, never rode another
horse.

When Dr. Burritt was living, he
allowed us plain people to drive
into his yard and look off the biuff.
The home was available to glare
through the windows at his right
side drive Plymouth or sit on his
steps. He was not afraid to drive
his ear up hill from the outside
however when he was driving
down the hill he wanted to be able
to see the side ofthe road. In those
days two ears barely could pass
and it was a dirt road.

A long time friend, Joyce Man-
ning Robinson, sent me an email
and said I should mention Butler
Grill and the Try Me. The Butler
Grill was run by Aunt Eunice and
was just across the street from
Butler High. Joyce and her clos-
est friend would wateh out the
window for their boyfriends to
show up from Huntsville High. On
one occasion the boyfriends
showed up on their motorcycles.
They were to be joined by these
two friends from Butler. Before an

effort could be made to slip from
school, one of the boy’s fathers
found them with Eunice and took
them back to Huntsville High. It
worked out ok. They were later
married and raised four children
before his death in the late 1980’s.

The Try Me drive-in at 601 7t
St., (now Triana) was a favorite
place for lunch by the Butler stu-
dents. Looking for someone late
for class, look at the Try Me. It
was the typical 50’s place with the
jukebox, formica top tables and
plastie covered ehairs. The floors
were colored squares and there
seemed to be adequate parking,
That is where I learned the water
glass trick. You place a napkin on
top the water glass, ease it over
on the table top and slide out the
napkin. The glass, upside down
and full of water is resting on the
tabletop. One of my friends did
that one evening and was proud,
he hadn’t spilied a drop. The only
way you could empty the glass
was to slide it off the tabletop,
hopefully into a eontainer. The
waitress was tired of our tricks I
guess. She said “Are you through
with this?” and slid it directly over

“[Exaryone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”
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my friend’s lap and dumped the
water all over him. He was
through with the water trick after
that.

On a warm summer day the
Munieipal Swimming Pool in Big
Spring Park was full of kids hav-
ing the time of their lives. Coach
Berry was in charge of the pool

}ﬁirst ptist
irst Daptist
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Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-8400 - www.fbehsv.org
"Youir Place For Life*

“ am confident of her care”

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearrthstone family has exceeded my expectations”
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for many years and didn’t put up
with any shenanigans. The num-
ber one thing I remember about
the pool is the cold, cold, water
from the shower. A monitor stayed
in the locker room and saw that
everyone took that shower. After
that, the pool water was always
warm.
I remember walking from Lin-
coln with my older sister to spend
a day in the pool along with
friends like Mike Christian (Viet-
nam War Hero), his sister Pat, the
Woody children and so many
other friends. It was a gathering
place for sure. This was at least
the second of the swimming pools
Iremember at that location. The
area where the Hilton Hotel is now
was a wooded area suitable for
family picnics and company em-
ployee gatherings. Further toward
the Colonial Bank was a natural
pond where many people in the
thirties and forties would swim.
On the way from Lincoln to the
pool we would pass by the ice-
house (now Utilities Office), and
just across the street and lagoon
from that stood the Curb Market.
We walked past the Russel
Erskine Hotel with its hustle and
bustle. It was always interesting
in the early days to go by the Bus
Station. The front of the garage
was on Washington, the back on
Jefferson. The busses would pull
in from Washington, get their pas-
sengers and pull out on Jefferson.

About the only thing left in that
area from those days is Lewter
Hardware.

In West Huntsville you found
most of the kids at the West
Huntsville YMCA. The building
consisted of the gymnasium
where a basketball game was just
about always in progress. John
and Bill Childress could be found
there since their Father was the
YMCA Director. In the same build-
ing was an area for gatherings and
parties. A Piano in the East Side
was available for your school
party, or just a bunch of friends
having clean fun. Out side near 7%
(now Triana) was an empty field
just right for a pick up game of
football.

That's what it was all about.
Friends, having fun, getting to-
gether in a great atmosphere. We
were never worried about drugs,
dangerous fights or the police
coming around. They had no rea-
son to; we never caused a ruckus.
Maybe that’'s why

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & White & Color

77 1821 University Drive

039-2973

the 1955 gradu-
ates of Butler
High still get to-
gether on a
weekly basis. We
remember the
good times in
youth and cher-
ish them to this
day.
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Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Ask About New Term Policies
That Pay Your Premiums Back
If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256) 519-6955

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center

Billiard Street Cafe

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

Coming in March:

Agatha Christie’s “The Hollow”
A game of romantic follow-the-leader explodes into
murder. Nearly everyone has a motive and most had
the opportunity. “As good a stage whodounit as we
have had for some time.” London Observer

March 11, 12, 13. 17. 18. 19

1216 Meridian St. - cait 536-3117 for

general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

2703 University Drive - 534-6000
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Real Estate

Bargains
From 1911

- Handsome 2 story, 7 room
residence with all modern con-
veniences within 5 blocks of
public square. Price $2500,
part cash and balance in 1, 2
and 3 years or terms to suit the
purchaser

- A fine business lot within 3
blocks of public square. Pays
interest on $3,000. Will sell at a
sacrifice.

- 11 choice residence lots
close in; will sell at a bargain as
a whole or will sell as many lots
as you want on your own terms.

- Abrand new cottage and 2
lots worth $1,500. Will sell all for
$1,250. Will take $500 cash and
balance on as long time as you
want

- Half interest in a 200-acre
farm near New Market, will be
sold cheap.

Madison

Manor
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Gurley Devastated by Fire

Jfrom 1923 newspaper

Practically all the business town of Gurley in the eastern section
of the county is in ashes today as a result of a disastrous fire which
originated in the Graham General Merchandise store about 8 last
night and which spread to adjoining buildings until all the business
houses on the west side of the street with the exception of the bank
and one hardware store burned to the ground. There was one patient
in the hospital, Miss Pansy Pickens, and she was removed from the
burning building by firemen unharmed.

2130 Meridian Street N. Hours:
Huntsville, Alabama 534-4949 Mon-Sat Qam-Gpm
quality furniture, VisA %’;i?ﬁgjzi‘j

personal attention, and
excellent service —

reasonably and

affordably priced!
Discounted
50% and MORE
every day!
Financing Available
Free Delivery Within 50 Miles

Gmail candifud, Ud//mdaé/e. EXPERIENCE /{tofis TODAY.

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

* 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

¢ Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. * Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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Violence In The Streets

In mid July, 1934, after
months of mediation and agita-
tion, nearly 4,000 Huntsville cot-
ton mill workers went on strike
as part of a nationwide walkout
that quickly ensnared America’s
entire textile industry.

The strike brought violence to
the streets in the form of killings,
kidnapping, assaults, shootings,
and bombings.

A cloud of fear hung over
Huntsville like poisonous vapors
seeping into the hearts of the
populace. No man, woman, child,
home, or business was safe. Liv-
ing here was dangerous.

Mill owners across the nation
refused to negotiate, threatening
to hire strike breakers to quell any
riotous activity by the strikers.

Then on July 17, the Fletcher
Mill opened at the regular hour of
6 a.m., but was forced to close
within three hours. Noisy strik-
ers were clamoring in the street
outside the mill and it appeared
that major violence would erupt
at any second. Sensing the sever-
ity of the situation, the non-union
employees chose to leave their
jobs rather than confront the rau-
cous pickets.

Police and deputies armed
with tear-gas rifles and machine
guns were called to the scene as
the strikers grew more unruly, but
the crowd dispersed when the of-
ficers arrived.

Merrimac was the next mill to
close as strikers, under the lead-
ership of state union organizer
Albert Cox, went through the
building telling workers to leave.
The mill emptied in minutes.

Lincoln and Dallas mills
closed that same morning when
the night shifts came off duty.

John Dean, representing the

United Textile Workers of America,
urged strikers to maintain picket
lines and prevent the mills from

Carloads of strikers, armed
with shotguns, pistols, knives,
baseball bats, and anything else
that could serve as weapons,
cruised the streets shouting and
waving their weapons, intimidat-
ing anyone who might have had
thoughts about going to work.

A meeting of the Dallas Mill
workers was held at the old Meth-
odist church on Humes Avenue.

HOME BUDDIES

Full Time Nanny Service ¢ Part Time Mommies Helpers

Senior Care

382-1299

Mary Alice Cannon homebuddies.com
We Provide Senior Care

The Caring Connection

Locally owned and
operated since 1982

*We celebrate 18 years of caring, compassionate, loving concern for your qual-
ity of life, independence and empowerment.

* You will experience less concern and worry about your loved one because we
require an extensive background checks with application and references.

* Your Home Buddy will listen and respond quickly to your medical, personal and
household needs.

* You will benefit from years of experience, wisdom, and our impeccable reputa-
tion.

* We file long term care insurance, have very little turnover in caregivers, and
provide substitutes in emergencies.

* The best and most capable, dependable, and trust worthy girls want to be “bud-
dies.” They make more money. You receive greater value and less stress.

* We'll see to it that your Buddy is a good feel and good fit for you. We are “the
Caring Connection.”

* Your costs are lower because our overhead is iower.* Your “buddy” is licensed
and bonded and will take her “orders” from you.

Tip Of The Month: Eat dark chocolate every day!

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving our Customers for 60 years!

702 Pratt Ave.

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
534-4509
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comer near the Goodyear fabric plant in Decatur. The aforemen-
tioned union local head, Monroe Adcock, was shot in the leg, and
Isaac Bullard and Bumice Rigsby were injured in an altercation
with three unarmed men. Special guards were placed around the
Goodyear plant.

Early Sunday morning, August 6, John Dean, leader of the
strike in Alabama, was kidnapped from his room on the sixth
floor of the Russel Erskine hotel by four men and taken at gun-

Monroe Adcock, president of the
Dallas local union, presided and
urged that no destruction of mill
property take place during the
strike. He also pleaded that all
union members refrain from us-
ing intoxicating liquors while the
strike was in progress.

The following day reports of
trouble sent police racing to the
Admiral Braid Company. A
crowd of a few hundred men had
gathered outside the plant when
it was reported that an attempt
was going to be made to move a
load of merchandise. The report
was false and the crowd dis-
persed without incident.

On July 3 0, special deputies
guarded the Tennessee River
bridge between Decatur and
Huntsville as rumors indicated
that a motorcade of more than
500 striking textile workers from
Huntsville were enroute to
Decatur in an effort to urge the
textile workers there to join the
strike.

The deputies managed to turn
the strikers back but everyone
knew that it was just a matter of
time before violence would ex-
plode.

Earlier in the day, three union
men were attacked on a street

point to
Fayetteville,
Tenn. During
the ride he
was beaten
about the
head with a
pistol. His ab-
ductors, in a
bizarre move,
then regis-
tered him at
the Pope Hotel
where he
managed to,
according to
the porter, ini-
tiate a call to
his friends in
Huntsville. In
less than an
hour a dozen
automobiles,
filled with
armed men,
arrived in
Fayetteville to

nawlins’ style

Po Boys, just around the corner

We are known for great food, great
folks and great prices!

Tues. - Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday

A
N
/lA\\
V7
Realty Co,, Inc.
12—
= MLS |
7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
Steve Cappaert Business 256/883-6600
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STOP

Stop... Overpaying Your Taxes!
Stop... Paying Hidden Fees on IRAs!

FREE MONTHLY WORKSHOPS

Join us for refreshments and learn how to make the
tax system work for you!

NO OBILIGATION to purchase anything at
hese free seminars!

You’ve worked a lifetime for your savings... it
could only take a few months to wipe it out
(especially in today’s uncertain and stressful
world of finance). Join us to learn Simple and
Easy Tax Reduction Strategies.
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And many more money saving tips!

Call for Details and reservations to our Free
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Alan Blackmon
900 Bob Wallace Ave #124
Huntsville AL 35801
(256) 533-6108

Securities offered through: Horwitz & Associates, Inc.
Member; NASD SIPC MSRB

Clearing through: Advanced Clearing
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rescue their leader.

Instead of returning to his ho-
tel, Dean went into seclusion at
the home of George Davis on F
Street in Merrimac Village. Armed
guards were placed around the
house to prevent further kidnap-
ping,

During the time of Dean’s ab-
duction 400 angry men, most of
them carrying guns, gathered
near the Russel Erskine Hotel.
They had heard of the abduction
and were seeking the men respon-
sible. The mayor sent a large con-
tingent of police to the hotel, pre-
venting the mob from getting out
of hand.

Strikers set up roadblocks at
each road leading into Huntsville.
Automobiles going in and out of
the city were stopped by strikers
brandishing weapons who said
they were looking for the kid-
napped man, not knowing that he
had returned and was in hiding,

The situation was becoming
serious. Many citizens were
afraid to leave their homes.
Gangs of armed men roamed the
town looking for would be strike
breakers and terrifying everyone
with whom they came into con-
tact. Sometimes as many as eight
carloads of strikers would slowly
caravan through downtown.

With strikers demanding that

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS
Any Amount
Top Prices Paid

534-3355
C.L Garvm Feed & Seed

Lawn & Garden Supplies

| 2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

the city take action, solicitor (dis-
trict attorney) James Price an-
nounced that the Grand Jury
would meet the following Monday
and that a warrant had been is-
sued in the kidnap case. Fearful
that the crowd would take the law
into its own hands, the sheriff re-
fused to name the persons in-
volved until the arrests had been
made.

Monday morning found a
large crowd assembled down-
town awaiting the day's events.
In an act of bravado, Dean drove
in from Merrimac and casually
breakfasted at the Central Cafe
downtown while armed body-
guards patrolled the sidewalks
out front.

Meanwhile, the Grand Jury
returned an indictment against

James Conner, a mill worker.
When word spread that the own-
ers of the cotton miles might have
been responsible for Dean’s kid-
napping, the pent-up fury of the
strikers exploded.

Rumors that downtown stores
were going to be dynamited caused
additional deputies to be brought
in, but the day passed without in-
cident.

Threats against the indicted
Mr. Conner caused guards to be
placed at his home. They were
called off that same afternoon
when it was realized that Conner
had left town for parts unknown.

Cars were not permitted on
streets where union leaders lived,
unless permission was first ob-
tained from the strikers. Armed
guards were maintained through-

Need Someone
to talk to your Club?

Long time Huntsville native and regular
writer for Old Huntsville, Johnny Johnston will
be glad to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.

He is a highly regarded speaker whose
talks about Huntsville’s history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston

Sponsored by Old Huntsville Inc.

at 256-659-9575

* Decks - Porches - Pergolas
Gazebos

* Licensed & Insured

* Locally Owned & Operated
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* Free Estimates
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Custom Designed & Built
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Ask about low
maintenance
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out the night and augmented the following morning by
additional strikers.

The Thomas Mill, forced to shut down when the
strike began, reopened despite threats from the strik-
ers.
Before the plant could begin operating at full capac-
ity it was invaded by a gang of strikers from Merrimac
Mills and Erwin Mills, despite protests by the foremen.
The workers were quickly assembled and ordered by
their leaders to quit work and leave the building by the
spokesman of the strikers.

William Fraser, manager of the Thomas Mill, later
identified the leader as Henry Parmlee, the union leader
at Merrimac. Fraser said the strikers ignored the
“posted” signs displayed at the entrance to the mill.

On August 13, the kidnap charge against Conner
was stricken from the docket of the Grand Jury and a
lesser charge of “whitecapping” was entered. Whitecap-
ping was defined as loan act to prevent and punish the
formation or continuance of conspiracies and combi-
nations for certain unlawful purposes. “ Trial was set
for Nov. 28, but was continued until Feb. 19, 193 5,
when the matter was dropped.

Random acts of violence continued. No one was safe.

On Sept. 3, three charges of dynamite damaged the
grocery store of Mrs. R.W Atkins on Pike Street in
Merrimac Village. The explosion brought a crowd to
the scene.

Shortly before daybreak, strikers were brought out
of their beds by bugle calls and gunshots. Armed strik-
ers rushed into the city from Lincoln Village after being
told of trouble at the Fletcher Mill. They returned home
when everything was found quiet.

A group of young women decided to ignore the picket
line and return to work, but they were pushed to the
ground by the angry strikers. Ignoring the girls’ screams
of protest, the strikers produced a pair of scissors and
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Wicker & Rattan Furniture
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proceeded to roughly cut their hair.

A short while later, residents of Lincoln watched the
strange sight of four bald-headed girls being paraded
down Meridian Street.

The same day, gunshots were fired into the store
front windows of businesses downtown who were sus-
pected of being sympathetic to the mill owners. An
automobile belonging to a union organizer, was burned
while it was parked in front of the courthouse.

City officials, frantic by this time, asked that a fed-
eral mediator be brought in. Something had to hap- @ - - = - - = ==
pen. Huntsville could not continue living under a cloud
of terror.

Judge Petree, mediator, and his staff arrived in
Huntsville and immediately went into a conference with
union leaders. After the meeting at the Davis house,
where John Dean had established his headquarters,
Petree then conferred with the officials of the Erwin Mill,
which had been trying to reach an agreement for sev-
eral days.

On Sept. 22, before the mediator could work out a
compromise, the great textile strike ended. National
Union leaders had reached a settlement.

Peace had returned to Huntsville.

No charges were ever filed against anyone for the
hundreds of acts of lawlessness committed during the
strike. “It was,” as one old-timer remembers, “as if
Huntsville just wanted to forget.”
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Old Tyme
Remedies

* When you have a sore throat,
there’s an exercise that will help.
Stick out your tongue for 30 sec-
onds, put it back in your mouth
and relax. Repeat 5 times in a row,
this will increase your blood cir-
culation and help heal you.

* If you have a toothache, buy
some oil of cloves or whole cloves.
The oil should be soaked in a wad
of cotton and placed directly on
the aching tooth. But be sure and
see your dentist soon.

* For the Ladies only: PMS
tension can be relieved by several
ways. 2 capsules of garlic daily
will help immensely. Camomile
tea is a superb tension reliever
and nerve relaxer. Increase your
calcium intake - this prevents leg
cramps and cramps of all sorts.

* If you have thin hair with no
body, add 2 egg whites and the
juice of 1/2 lemon to your sham-
poo. This will give your hair more
body and volume.

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Monday - Sunday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

* If you have a bad cough,
cook the juice of one lemon, 1 cup
of honey and 1/2 cup olive oil. Stir
vigorously for a couple of minutes
and take one teaspoonful every 2
hours.

* For asthma a good remedy
is to eat 3-6 apricots daily. This
promotes healing of all lung and
bronchial conditions.

* If you know someone with
bad body odor, suggest zinc. 30
mg. a day will make anyone begin
to smell like a rose.

* For painful shingles, make a
paste of Epsom salts and water.
Place it directly on the affected
area and repeat as often as pos-
sible. Also, drink 1 1/2 quarts of
celery water daily, should improve
in a week.

* A good remedy for hiccups
is to mix a teaspoonful of apple
cider vinegar in a cup of warm
water. Then drink it from the far
side of the glass. You have to bend
far forward to do this in order to
keep from dribbling all over your-
self.

Washingion
sSauare

P R

Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 8am - 2pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-9959

! "3 Different Restaurants - One Great Location” ———
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* For bad diaper rash on your
baby, fresh air does wonders. Also
try honey on the rash.

* Mild ginger tea is great for
kids with colic and gas.

* For those of you young
enough to have blackheads, before
going to bed rub lemon juice over
the blackheads. Wait til morning
to wash off the juice with cool wa-
ter. Repeat this several evenings
in a row and you'll see a big im-
provement.

* Insomnia bothers many of
us. Some remedies for this in-
clude:

Steep 1 teaspoon of camomile
tea in a cup of boiling water for
10 minutes and drink it right be-
fore bedtime.

Mix a cup of warm milk with
1/2 teaspoon of nutieg and 2 tea-
spoons of honey, drink it down.

Press the center of the bot-
toms of your heels with your
thumbs. Keep pressing as long as
you can - at least 3 minutes.

Exercise during the day, not
right before bedtime.

Try using an extra pillow.
Spray it with lavender scented

spray.
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News From The Year 1959

News From Huntswlle and Around The World

CASTRO TAKES CU

United States Recognizes Revolutionaries

Jan 16. Cuban revolutionaries
have completely supplanted the
government of Fulgencio Batista,
replacing him with rebel leader Fi-
del Castro’s choice of Manuel Ur-
rutia as provisional President. The
Cuban leader resigned to “prevent
further bloodshed” and has sought
refuge in the Dominican Republic.
While Castro and his men have
seized power, they will remain on
“war footing” until they are sure
the remaining members of
Batista’s junta accept the change
of leadership.

When news of the change in
power reached the masses, people
stormed into the streets to cel-
ebrate. The red and black flag of
the rebels was displayed on build-
ings and cars. In some areas, vio-
lence broke out, and the office of
El Tiempo, a newspaper owned by
a close friend of Batista, was set
ablaze. People in Cuba are both
elated and scared by the success

The first official order of the
new administration was to lift the
suspension of constitutional rights
imposed by Batista during the two
year rebellion and to allow free-
dom of the press. President
Urrutia and Castro, who was
named to head the military, also
claim that they intend to restore
Cuba’s economy, refurbish its de-
mocracy and oppose dic-
tatorships in Latin America.

The United States government
moved swiftly in recognizing the
new government; within days of
Castro’s takeover of Havana on
the 1st, the State Department sent
a note of recognition to President
Urrutia. Normally, America waits
for a new nation to become fully
established and for several Latin
American countries to recognize
anew regime first. But upon hear-
ing that the Cuban regime will
honor international agreements,
United States officials apparently

of the revolution. felt no need to delay .
Twickenham Office
REAL ESTATE, INC
Office: 256-534-4225 x303
Fax: 256-534-5878 :
Cell 256-509-5101 Becki Rgge"s
Email: BecRogers@comcast.net REALTOR?, GRI

www.HuntsvilleHomeListings.com

U.S.A. Launches
Monkeys Into Space

May 28. Two monkeys were
picked up alive from the Atlantic
Ocean today after a 1,700-mile
space trip that took them to a
height of 360 miles in the nose
cone of a Jupiter rocket. The
monkeys’ flight is a prelude to the
first manned United States space
flight, expected in about two
years.

Today'’s trip was made by a
seven pound rhesus monkey
named Able and a one-pound
squirrel monkey named Baker,
both heavily wired to gather data
about the effects of space flight
on living beings.

Steam Master
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Cleaning, Inc.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
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Pressure Washing
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Free Estimates
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Edsel Auto
Becomes
History

Nov 19. Ford has discontin-
ued production of the Edsel, a
revolutionary car whose time has
not yet come - if ever. The Edsel
was introduced last year to com-
pete with medium-priced autos
such as the Oldsmobile and De
Soto. When sales lagged, its price
was reduced, but fewer than
100,000 were sold.

The Edsel had as much
chance as any Ford. Its name
(Henry's son’s first name) was
test-marketed. The publicity pho-
tos were dazzling, highlighting dis-
crete sections. But the Edsel has
a fault: progress. It has push-but-
ton automatic transmission, nar-
row horizontal taillights, a detailed
grill and other futuristic features.
In other words, it's ugly.

Today, Ford announced
discontinuation of the auto, stat-
ing a steel shortage hastened the
decision. At the same time, Ford
offered to sell two million more
shares of stock.

Rock & Rollers
Dead In Plane
Crash

Feb 3. A small plane carrying
rock-and-roll singers Buddy Holly,
J.E “Big Bopper” Richardson and
Richie Valens crashed early today
near Mason City, Iowa, killing all
three and sending millions of
teenaged fans into mourning,

The aircraft, headed for Fargo,
North Dakota, where the
performers were scheduled to
appear tonight, took off in light
snow at about 1:00 a.m. It hit the
ground within minutes, also kill-
ing the pilot. Authorities blamed
weather conditions for the crash.

The singers had each scored
million-selling hit records in re-
cent months: Holly, 22, with
“Peggy Sue” and “That’ll be the
Day”; Richardson, 24, with
“Chantilly Lace”; and Valens, 17,
with “Donna” and “La Bamba.”

All 50 states are listed
across the top of the
Lincoln memorial on the
back of the $5 bill.
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White’s
Refrigeration

Air Conditioning
& Heating

Since 1956
Family Owned & Operated

Free Equipment Estimates

Commercial & Residential

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
State Certified

First Factory Authorized Carrier
Dealer In Madison County

837-6510

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Come in for best-tasting Fresh Tomatoes!/

Local Honey from Bobby Fanning now available. Early spring
onion sets & seed taters, cabbage, lettuce plants now here!

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Coming soon! Tropicals and bedding plants, best variety
of vegetable plants

Hours 8-6 Mon
Sat 8-5 Sun

Open all Year - Come in and check our weéiciy specials!

Fruit baskets, best selection of home canned goods
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Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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A Child
of the
Depression

by Helen D. Fulton

As a child of the Depression
era, with no siblings, I was often
lonely. My earliest recollected joy
was catching lightening bugs in a
jar. I found them fasecinating and
could sit for long periods looking
at these strange bugs and wonder-
ing how they could do what they
did. I was totally mesmerized by
their luminous display and actu-
ally still am. When my mother
called me in the house to get ready
for bed I reluctantly opened my
jar and left it on the porch where
I knew from experience they
would be gone in the morning.
Getting ready for bed included a
good scrub down with a rag lav-
ished with enough lye soap to kill
most anything. Every Saturday,
however, 1 was stripped naked
and placed in a tub of water on
the floor, near the fireplace if it
was chilly, for a much dreaded
bath and head scrubbing,

By age 10, my entertainment
inereased tremendously, thanks
to getting a step-father, a me-
chanie at a local garage. Oeca-
sionally he was allowed to drive
one ofthe shop’s cars home. The
rationale was “to be certain that
the knoek under the hood at a eer-
tain speed had been eliminated.”
If we were fortunate enough to
have a car on a Saturday, we
would drive around dusk to an
area on West Clinton Street, where

“My wife and | were happy
for twenty years. Then we
me 11

Rodney Dangerfield

we would park the car and listen
as the residents in the nearby
neighborhood gathered to sing
Negro spirituals on their porches
and in nearby yards. My grand-
mother had sung something like
a spiritual which I believe was
called Old Black Joe. It included
a few words I still remember: “'m
coming, I'm eoming for my head
is bending low; I hear those gentle
voices calling, 'Old Black Joe.”
Even at that early age, the words
tugged at my heart. Then there
was “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”,
a favorite to this day. Apparently
these songs touched my soul so
that after some 60 years, I get
tears in my eyes when I hum er
sing the few words I rememiber.
(Just as I am doing this very
minute recalling them.)

_ , S ——




Occasionally, if, for some reason, there
were no spirituals to listen to, we would
drive downtown and park on the square
where we would watch the people go by.
That's right. We just sat there looking at the
people passing by, sometimes making a
comment to each other such as “I think she
forgot to iron that dress” or “Looks like he’s
already had a few sips out of his pint.” Even
though it cost only a few coins to get in to
see the ‘picture show’ we didn’'t have even
that much to spend.

Radio finally got to our house when I
was about 10, and what a joy it was to get
scared silly with that creaking door which
announced the arrival of “The Shadow”!
“Fibber McGee and Molly” was another fa-
vorite. We could not, in our wildest imagi-
nation, consider that some day we would
sit in our living rooms and watch a college
football game being played in another state
or a show called “The Price is Right” where
people spin a gigantic wheel and win money
by answering questions correctly.

These days, like those by-gone days of
my childhood when I would fall asleep be-
fore the singing on Clinton Street was over,
I sometimes find myself dozing off before
the 10 O’clock news is over. That's okay. I
don't have to wait until next Saturday night
to catch it. The newspaper will be on my
front porch (or maybe in the nearby shrubs)
when I wake up in the morning,
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What A Man Deserves

To the person who stealed my wife away from my
bed, | say to you, good riddance. You get what you are
deserved of. from 1901 newspaper
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A Class
Act

by Larry Groves

It was a little sad to see that
For Sale sign out front the other
day as I drove by the place. It was
one of the most elegant eateries
I'd ever seen in my life. When I
first saw the inside of that restau-
rant, I wasn't sure if I was in the
right place. Mrs. Yvonne Gannon
assured me thatI was.

The whole place exuded a cer-
tain type of charm and grace. A
huge chandelier hung over the
dance floor, while various antique
items stylishly adorned the pre-
mises. Several original oil paint-
ings hung from the walls, and a
wood carving of Buddha sat be-
hind the bar. According to Armon,
the bartender, it was considered
good luck to rub that guy’s belly.

I first came to Mr. C’s in Octo-
ber of 1995. Yvonne was manag-
ing the place by then and thought
it would be a good idea to start
serving made-from-scratch yeast
rolls. That's what I did: I made
yeast rolls from scratch. I was pri-
marily a baker and had never re-
ally worked on the line as a cook,
but before I knew it, that's exactly
what I was doing,

People who have never worked
in a restaurant might have the ten-
dency to think it's easy. From first-
hand experience, I would have to
disagree with that assumption.
When the orders start flying and
the waiters start screaming,
things can get pretty hectic.

The restaurant was famous
for its prime rib. I learned to cook
that dish, compliments of Frezzel
Patton. Frezzel was an older black
man who became the head cook
shortly after I started. Almost 60
years old, he was no stranger to

hard work. A bricklayer by day and
a cook at night, even though he
didn't really need the extra income,
I think he just stayed on at the res-
taurant out of a sense of loyalty
and to keep the rest of us out of
trouble.

I'd always thought it was a
good idea to add a little rosemary
to the prime rib while it was cook-
ing, It sort of had a way of mellow-
ing out and enhancing the flavor.
Frezzel disagreed, but I always
used it on his days off.

Cecil Stanfield was Mr. C, but
you rarely saw him at the restau-
rant unless something needed to
be repaired. Cecil was a builder.
He’d built the restaurant in 1984
as a tribute to his wife, Betty.
Some people said he was crazy
to open a restaurant on South
Parkway, saying it would never
make it on that side of town, but
on opening day, they were so busy
they ran out of food and had to
turn people away.

Cecil was a man of unconven-

Sterling, and more.
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tional wisdom. I'd always thought

he looked a lot like a shorter ver-

sion of Leslie Nieison. When he de-
cided to open the tavern, just be-
hind the restaurant off
Meadowhrook Drive, several resi-

dents started a petition citing lo-

cal zoning ordinances prohibiting
a bar to operate in that residen-

tial neighborhood. He solved that

problem by building a breezeway
between the restaurant and the

tavern, making it all one building
with its address officially listed as

South Memeorial Parkway.

From time to time, I'd worlked
on a few of Cecil’s eonstruction
projects. He was the kind of man
that ifyou had to dig a ditch, he’d
have a shovel in his hands and be
in that ditch with you.

Every year he let me grow a
garden on the land by his ware-
house on Fisher Street, just
across the road from the apart-

ment complex that the family also
owned. One Sunday morning, a
couple of friends and I were
checking my watermelons, but
they weren’t quite ready. When
Cecil saw what was going on, with-
out aword, he left and returned a
short time later, bringing us back
a huge Black Diamond to munch
on. He was a class act and the
world is a lesser place without
him.

Jack was Cecil’s nephew. He
was one of the managers and al-
ways had a hand in whatever was
going on. Over the years, he and I
became pretty good friends and he
always treated me better than I
probably really deserved. When a
colony of wild bees moved in at
the apartments, he was ready to
call the exterminator, when I told
him that I’'d always wanted to be
a beekeeper and pointed out they
were good for the garden. He let

Old Hiwntsville Page 37

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

Attorney at Law

256-679-2218

PERSONAL INJURY * BANKRUPTCY
DIVORCE * ADOPTION * WILLS
COLLECTIONS * WORKERS COMP
SOCIAL SECURITY * TRUSTS

3225 Bob Wallace Ave., Suite K
Huntsville, AL 35805
Email: timfooteESQ@knology.net
No representation is made that the quality of legal

services to be performed is greater than the quality
of legal services performed by other lawyers.



mailto:timfooteESQ@knology.net

0ld Huntsville Page 38

me keep those bees, at least dur-
ing the remainder of that growing
season.

Mr. Kelly was a waiter. Along
with Armon, who’d started as a
busboy and eventually became the
manager, he had been at the res-
taurant since day one. Gerald
came on a short time later and
remained a permanent fixture till
the end.

Mr. Kelly never wrote anything
down, but he always got his or-
ders right. He used to amaze the
customers with that ability and
often times they would ask for him
personally, just to see if they could
stump the guy. To my knowledge,
few if any ever did.

Virginia ran the tavern. I was
in charge of the happy hour food
we sent over there every night. I
always tried to go all out and give
those guys a pretty decent spread
of vittles. I liked it because it gave
me a chance to experiment a little
and try out a few of my own reci-
pes.

Things were never the same
after we lost Yvonne, and I think
her ghost still strolls the premises.
She had been working on a novel
about the place when she died. I
regret she didn't have a chance to
finish. I'm sure it would have been
quite interesting, to say the least.

The lady was a retired English
teacher and had managed a
restaurant in the Shoals area. At

General Lawn Care
Bush Trimming
Landscaping

Mowing & Trimming - Pressure Washing
(leaning Windows - Fall Leaf Pick-up

(256) 519-3399

Jack’s request, she took over
operations at Mr. C’s shortly be-
fore I arrived. You wouldn't have
known it to look at her, but that
old lady could move at warp-
speed when necessary. I'd always
thought she was too stubborn to
die and would have lived forever.

I once had her read a short
story I'd written about a geneti-
cally altered bacterium, threaten-
ing mankind to the brink of ex-
tinction. She said she liked my
style of writing, but didn't really
care for end-of-the-world type
stories. She was

the Grand Old Opry, or what used
to be the Grand Old Opry before
they moved. She took me to a
place called the Bluebird Cafe. I'd
never heard of it, but according to
her, it was world famous and a
place where a lot of country per-
formers had gotten their big break.
The old lady always had an ob-
session for celebrities.

They had live music and the
show was pretty good, but the
Bluebird Cafe wasn’'t much on
serving food. Even though the
place was packed, I didn't see a

a tough critic and
a demanding but
fair boss. She al-
ways strove for
excellence in ev-

erything she did

and expected no

less from anyone

else. Ria Wallace
She and I at- Loan Officer

tended a restau-
rant convention
in Nashville one
summer. We saw

pper
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single order coming out of the
kitchen the entire night. Yvonne
said she would like to turn Mr. C’s
into something more like the Blue-
bird. Somehow, I kind of got the
feeling, if that ever came to pass,
I'd be without a job.

The kitchen staff didn’t think
too much of her production of the
Singing Waiters. That was a brain-
child of hers that didn’t go over
too well. While the waiters were
up on stage singing, their orders
were sitting in the window getting
cold. I don’t think very many
customers cared for that idea
either, but you really couldn’t fault
the woman for trying,

One night about ten minutes
before we closed the place,
Yvonne got a phone call from a
person claiming to be Dolly
Parton’s business manger. He
said that Dolly was in the area
touring and that she and her en-
tourage of about forty people were
on their way to the restaurant. We
couldn’t miss em, they would be
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pulling up shortly in Dolly’s bus.

I suspected a disgruntled,
former employee of playing a cruel
joke on the old lady, but we geared
up, made fresh salads, threw
some potatoes in the oven and
cooked off a couple more prime
ribs. S

I don’t know how long Yvonne
stayed that night after everyone
else had gone home, probably till
dawn. She never talked about it
afterwards. But who knows?
Maybe Dolly really did show up
after all, atleast I'd kind of like to
think so.

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust”

YOUR FULL SERVICE FORD DEALERSHIP
539-9441

www.woodyandersonford.com

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Truck Shop
Monday-Friday 7:00am-6:00pm
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MURDER

in Cloud’s Cove

For as long as anyone could
remember. Cloud’s Cove had been
a center of whiskey making in the
Tennessee Valley.

With only one road leading into
the Cove, it was impossible for
anyone to enter without being
seen. When a car turned off onto
the gravel road leading into the
valley, people living at the entrance
would hang a white bedspread on
a fence, warning the lookouts
posted in the nearby mountains
that a stranger had entered their
domain. At nighttime a series of
signals with a flashlight served the
same purpose.

Adding to the Cove’s security
were the families who made it
their home. The Kennamer’s.
Paine’s, Cross’s, Cloud’s, Paseur’s
and Meek’s had lived in the Cove
for years and were almost all
involved in whiskey making,

From earliest childhood, a
code of silence had been instilled
in the families. Trust no one ex-
cept blood kin and, above all, have
no dealings with the law.

Though feuds, killings and
mayhem were common in Cloud’s
Cove, the law never interfered. If
someone shot a relative, the other
relatives merely waited for the
right time and then took revenge.
Since the turn of the century, it

had been an unspoken rule that
the law stayed out of the cove.

There was one exception to
this, however. Deputy Sheriff Will
McMinn was a native of the Cove
and was related to many of the
families living there. Two of his
cousins were reputed to be work-
ing for the Kennamer’s. who oper-
ated several stills in the area. Most
importantly, people trusted
McMinn not to talk.

It was also widely assumed that
Deputy McMinn was the “bag
man” for the various county offi-
cials who took a cut from the il-
licit activities conducted in the
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were making good money and
were flocking to bootleggers in
search of a good time.

Traditionally, the whiskey
manufactured in Cloud’s Cove
had been sold in Madison and
Marshall counties, but with the
increased demand, the families
began to spread out. Within a
short while the leaders of the two
main families had established
outlets all across Alabama. Geor-
gia and Tennessee.

This also proved to have other
financial benefits for the families.
Historically. the families were
“taxed” by the local county officials
depending on how much whiskey
they manufactured. Until then it
had been fairly easy for the offi-
cials to keep track of production
as all they had to do was check
with the bootleggers. Now, with
the whiskey being sold out of
state, the officials had no way of
knowing how much was sold and
therefore how much to “tax.”

According to one witness of
the events, Deputy McMinn was
placed in an awkward position.
Though he had a good idea of the
amount of production, and was
ordered to collect the “taxes” on
it. he was helpless to do anything
without informing on his neigh-
bors.

McMinn wisely chose to do
nothing, hoping that matters
would somehow straighten them-
selves out.

Unfortunately. many of the
moonshiners began losing large
shipments of whiskey. Whole

truckloads were hijacked and the
drivers left tied to a tree on the
side of the road. In Guntersville.
a carload of whiskey was seized
in broad daylight by an armed
group of men.

At first the moonshiners tried
taking different roads and travel-

of which route they chose, the
armed hijackers seemed to be
waiting,

Most people assumed the
hijackings were part of a continu-
ing feud between the Kennamer's,
Cloud’s and Paine’s. Though their
children went to school together,

ing at different times. Regardless and they attended church to-
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gether, the families were deadly
enemies. Members of both fami-
lies had been the victims of mid-
night ambushes, and many bore
the scars of past bullet wounds.

Both families were extremely
tight-lipped. When a gunshot vic-
tim was carried to the hospital.
relatives would tell the doctors it
was a hunting accident. Sheriff
Blakemore, after noticing the
high number of gunshot “acci-
dents,” was later quoted as say-
ing sarcastically, “That Cloud’s
Cove bunch must be the clumsi-
est people in the world.”

Business sure makes strange
bedfellows, though. In July of
1939, three thousand gallons of
whiskey were ordered by a dis-
tributor in Nashville. This was a
larger order than one family
could handle in a short time.

Rather than lose the busi-
ness. elders of several of the
families got together and decided
to make it a group venture. Need-
less to say, with all the
hijackings, security was a major
concern. It was decided to gather
the whiskey at a clearing near
Turkey Spring, and then trans-
port it to a spot on the Tennes-
see River where it would be
picked up by boat and carried to
Muscle Shoals. There it would be
loaded onto trucks and driven to
Nashville.

All the families had assumed
at this time that one of the other
families were responsible for the
hijackings. Undoubtedly, they
probably guessed that by mak-
ing this load a group enterprise,
It would not be hijacked. “No
one,” they figured. “would rob
their own whiskey!”

After the whiskey was loaded
on the boat, three guards, one
man from each of the leading
families, were chosen to accom-
pany the boat downstream. The
plan was to leave after dark so
as not to draw attention from any
other boats that happened to be
on the river.

It was still several hours be-

fore dark, so the men idled
away the time by sampling their
own wares and playing cards.
Suddenly one of the men no-
ticed a movement in the nearby
woods.

Before he could react, four
armed men appeared, all point-
ing their guns at the hapless
moonshiners. Quickly boarding
the boat, the bandits tied the
men’s hands behind their backs
and cast off.

Somewhere near Triana,
the hijackers steered the boat
to a spot near the shore, and
after untying the moonshiners,
ordered them to swim. By the
time they reached shore, the
boat had disappeared around
a bend in the river.

Though the boat was found
several days later at a landing
in Decatur. no one had any idea
who the hijackers were.

The young lads, after making
their way back to the Cove, faced a
gruelling examination from the rest
of the families. If the men were tell-
ing the truth, the only way the hi-
jackers could have known about the
shipment was through an informer.
Almost everyone in the Cove knew
about the load, or had kin working
for the whiskey makers. Patiently,
the men started going through a list
of people in the Cove.

At first suspicion centered on a
middle-aged woman whose hus-
band had been sent to prison for
shooting a Huntsville man. She was
quickly ruled out however, when it
was pointed out that her oldest son
was involved with the “business.”

Within minutes Deputy Will
McMinn became the prime suspect.
Though he lived in the Cove. he was
still the “law” and undoubtedly had
knowledge of the shipments. Also
working against him was the fact
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that he had been rebuffed while
trying to collect additional “taxes.”
Most people knew he had been
under pressure from the county
offlcials, and possibly thought he
had made a deal with hijackers
in order to raise the extra money.

That alone was enough to
pass a death sentence on the
deputy.

One of the local men, Alden
Adams, had earlier been involved
in an altercation with McMinn’'s
son. Though the deputy tried to
talk him out of it, the younger
McMinn had a warrant sworn out
for Adam’s arrest.

The warrant itself was not un-
usual. Many men in the cove had
had warrants sworn out for them
and simply ignored them. Court
officials, in many cases, dis-
missed the charges rather than
get involved.

The warrant for Adams was
given to Deputy McMinn who put
it in his pocket and forgot about
it. He had no intention of arrest-

ing his neighbor for such a trivial
offense.

There the matter rested until
late October, when the Harvest Ball
was held at the school house near
Sugar Fork. Traditionally, every
fall after the crops were in, the
people would gather to celebrate.
This was one of the biggest annual
events held at the school and
people would come from miles
around.

Part of the tradition was the
selection of the Harvest Queen
who would be crowned at the
dance held afterwards. Votes were
purchased for a penny each, with
the proceeds going to the school,
and whoever received the most
votes became the Queen.

Will McMinn’'s daughter
wanted to be the Queen but as the
pennies were counted, it was ap-
parent she was lagging behind, in
votes. Suddenly. McMinn’ pushed
his way through the crowd to the
judges table and laid two five dol-
lar bills on the table.
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“This, I reckon, is enough for
her to win,” he said.

There was shocked silence
from the crowd. McMinn, already
under suspicion of being an in-
former, now appeared to be flaunt-
ing the age-old traditions of fair
play.

Suddenly the silence was bro-
ken by Alden Adams, who angrily
proclaimed that under the cir-
cumstances, there would be no
dance held afterwards. Adams
was a school board trustee and
normally had control over such
matters.

Unfortunately, Deputy
McMinn was also a school board
trustee. and after following Adams
out into the school yard, de-
manded that the dance be held.

When Adams ignored the
deputy’s insistent demands and
continued walking toward his car.
McMinn grabbed him by the arm.
Probably believing he was being
assaulted. Adams lashed out at
McMinn with his fist, hitting him
in the mouth.

The blow brought a small
trickle of blood from McMinn's
mouth, who seeing the sight of his
own blood, became infuriated. A
crowd of onlookers had gathered
around the combatants. and as
they watched, McMinn pulled the
old wrinkled warrant from his
pocket, and imformed Adams he
was under arrest.

There was a hushed silence,
broken suddenly by a gunshot.
Seconds later, Deputy Will
McMinn fell to the ground dead.

Alden Adams. startled as ev-
eryone else was, quickly looked
around to see where the shot
came from. All he saw were blank
faces showing absolutely no ex-
pressions. He knew instantly it
would do no good to ask who fired
the shot.

Will McMinn had been ex-
ecuted in accordance with the
same code of silence that had
protected Cloud’s Cove for well
over a century.

Though Adams was arrested

for first degree murder, and
bound over for trial, no one se-
riously expected him to serve any
time. Everyone knew he was in-
nocent.

On November 21, 1939, the
trial began. The state produced
witnesses proving that an alter-
cation had taken place between
Adams and McMinn. Another wit-
ness swore the deputy was trying
to serve a warrant when he was
shot.

Though most of the witnesses
were friendly to Adams, they were
simply telling the truth without
realizing they were hurting his
case. It soon became apparent
the state had a strong circumstan-
tial case, and Adams’ only hope
was for someone to produce the
real killer.

This posed a dilemma for the
families in Cloud’s Cove. Though
they knew Adams was innocent,
the only way to prove it was by
giving up one of their own.

The best course, everyone
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agreed, was to let the trial take its
course and hope Adams would be
found innocent. Also agreed, was
that no one else would give evi-
dence for the state.

Over the next several days the
trial was delayed numerous times
while Sheriff’s deputies searched
frantically for missing witnesses.
The few who did appear in court
were so intimidated that their an-
swers were reduced to “I don't
know,” and “I don't remember.”

The fact that they were faced
by almost two hundred specta-
tors, many of whom were from
Cloud’s Cove, made the situation
extremely delicate for anyone
brave enough to take the stand.

Regardless of the witnesses’
reluctance to testify, Alden Adams
was found guilty of first degree
murder. The judge, evidently hav-
ing an idea of what had happened,
overruled the verdict and found
him guilty of second degree mur-
der, sentencing him to 15 years.

Ironically, the hijackings,
which had plagued the
moonshiners and caused
McMinn's death, continued for
months afterwards. It was ap-
parent to everyone that the wrong
man had been Killed.

For the first several years of
his sentence. Adams wrote people
in Cloud’s Cove almost daily,
pleading that they turn the Kkiller
in. For a while many people wrote
back to him, tactfully ignoring his
pleas, writing instead of the
weather and family matters. This
only served to infuriate Adams
more, and his letters became
more insistent.

Many of his friends and rela-
tives, not knowing what else to do,
simply stopped writing,

In 1949. Alden Adams was
released from the state peniten-
tiary at Kilby, Alabama. He moved
back to the Cove and began gath-
ering evidence to clear his name.

Times had changed in the
Cove by then. People no longer
bought the whiskey the way they
once did and jobs were scarce.

Many people were having a hard
time making ends meet.

Realizing this. Adams spread
the word he would pay a reward
of $1,000.00 to anyone who would
provide him with evidence of
McMinn's murderer.

Somebody must have realized
the money might be too tempting.

A short while later Alden
Adams heard a car pull up in
front of his house. When he went
to see who It was, he was met by
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a hail of gunfire. He died instantly.
Once again. Cloud’s Cove had
taken care of its own.

“Money will buy you a
pretty good dog, but it
won’t buy the wag of his
tail.”

Cheryl Tribble, dog owner
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My Mother’s Apron [ SIgNIRERTI: -

from Billy Joe Coole
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I remember my mother’s apron being used in many ways.
Sometimes I wish they were still a normal item to wear be- 1/2 Mile South of the Radisson
cause they are so handy for so many reasons. One of the Serving a Variety of Dishes
reasons that my mother liked her apron was because it kept from around the World
her dress clean - and an apron was easier to wash and quicker | Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
to iron than a dress. Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels

I feel very nostalgic remembering mother and her colorful | Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
aprons. Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,

Some of them were made from flour sacks, while others - Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
the fancier ones - were store-bought and used mostly when Signature Crayfish Bisque
company would come. The principle use of her apron was to Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
protect the dress underneath, but along with that, it served Homemade Desserts
as a holder for removing hot pans from the oven; it was won- Plus Many Other Offerings Await You
derful for drying children’s tears. Full Bar, Cozy Dining

From the chicken-coop the apron was used for carrying Open Chef Kitchen
eggs, fussy chicks, and sometimes half-hatched eggs to be Hours
finished in the warming oven. When company came those Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
aprons were ideal hiding places for shy kids; and when the Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10
weather was cold, grandma wrapped it around her arms. Reservations Accepted
Those big old aprons wiped many a perspiring brow, bent
over the hot wood stove. Chips and kindling wood were | N\
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7914 So. Memorial Pky
brought into the kitchen in that apron. From the garden, it ko] Huntsville, Al 35802
carried all sorts of vegetables. After the peas had been shelled [7 = (256) glagee

it carried out the hulls. In the fall
the apron was used to bring in H q RM ONY
ﬁ &ound J’

apples that had fallen from the
L Musical Instruments

trees.
k,, . New & Used Sound Equipment

apron could dust in a matter of
seconds.

When dinner was ready, mother
walked out onto the porch, waved
her apron, and the men knew it was
time to come in from the fields to
dinner. It will be a long time before
someone invents something that
will replace that old-time apron
that served so many purposes.

When unexpected company
Bill & Linda Graviett

drove up the road, it was surpris-
ing how much furniture that old
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by Doyle W. Ramey

Some time in the early after-
noon of May, 1939 a bus load of
happy campers left Lincoln Vil-
lage. Actually, Scout Troop 29 on
an Odyssey that would take them
through Alabama, Florida and re-
turn through Georgia, back home.
Needless to say, it was an inde-
scribably fun trip for a bunch of
mostly 12 year olds. Partly it was
the anticipation of seeing the
ocean and camping out. All those
nights that caused all the excite-
ment; it certainly wasn't the food.

Our food consisted mainly of
pork and beans, apple butter and
fruit cocktail. Plus, peanut butter.
Our beverage was usually a fruit
punch. We stopped each day to
purchase our food needs.

Boy Scout Tr

Several adults accompanied
us on this trip. We younger ones
were happy to have them, since
they raided the food store every
night; and in order to keep us
quiet about it, they fed us as they
fed themselves. With those kind

of appetites, I guess you can wink
at the scouts’ honor code at least
for a few times.

I was not quite 12 at the time
of the trip, so my best friend,
James L. Anderson of Scottsboro,
whose father was the scout mas-
ter and principal of the high
school, asked his father to let me
in early, so I could make the trip
with the troop. Mr. Anderson ap-
proached my father about me tak-
ing the trip. The cost was two dol-
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lars, plus one dollar for spending money. My
dad said, “Sure, if he raises the money.” Two
dollars was nothing for me to earn, for I al-
ways had two jobs, plus two paper routes.

The trip was to take about ten days. Our
first stop was in Oneonta, Alabama. We all
jumped off the bus to buy a soft drink and
probably a snack of some kind. This was the
Trail Ways Bustop; so we were also able to
use their facilities. Our first overnight stay
was in Prattville, Alabama, which was the
birthplace of Mr. Anderson. We used our bed
rolls to sleep on the floor of the local skating
rink. My friend James was able to spend the
night with his grandparents, and he missed
all the fun of camping on the floor.

From there, we passed through Birming-
ham, where we had a chance to look at a steel
mill smelter. From there we headed for
Pensacola, Florida, where we saw the ocean.
We undressed in the bus and put our bathing
suits on, and headed for the ocean. I got a
little too far out into the ocean and was caught
in the undertow, which was terrifying. Like
Jonah, when the big fish belched him up onto
the beach, I was like-wise propelled up on
the beach, with a most valuable lesson.

The next stop was Tarpon Springs,
Florida, where we were able to go out on a
fishing boat; the boat was equipped with a
glass bottom, where we could watch the
sponges grow.

We were told this was a Greek Town and
that everyone was so honest that you could
hang a twenty dollar bill in front of one of
their stores and it would be there the next
day. We didn’t try it. From Tampa we headed
East for Daytona Beach, with a stop in Plant
City, where Mr. Anderson had a relative that
had an orange grove. We were allowed to get
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off the bus and collect all the fruit we wanted. It was made
more exciting by the fact that most of us only got fruit at
Christmas time. As you might imagine, we made a real
mess when while trying to eat that fruit on the bus; it was
very sticky.

We stopped at Ross Allen Snake Farm and then headed
for Daytona Beach, where we spread our tent over the
bleachers and spent the most miserable night of our trip.
It was our first introduction to sand fleas. If I close my
eyes, I can still see the fellas out there scratching with
both hands, and standing on their left foot, and scratch-
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ing with their right heel.

From Daytona, we headed
North to Atlanta, where we
camped out near Stone Mountain.
Our trip was coming to a close and
we headed back to Huntsville
where members of our family
were waiting in front of the high
school. It was a real growth expe-
rience for us, getting along with
each other over that period of time
and enjoying camp fires at night.
We also had a chance to work on
Merit badges at some point. I
didn't get to do many there, butI
did at other times. I missed Eagle
by five Merit badges.

It was a good thing we had a
chance to do that trip then, be-
cause World War II broke out
shortly thereafter. We would have
never been able to do that with all
the gas shortages and the like.

(If anyone can identify the
un-named people in the photo,
pls call (256) 534-0502.)

$100 Prize

Mr. H.R. Younger is in town
seeking challengers to wrestle
his two daughters. He claims his
daughters have never been de-
feated and is offering a prize of
$100 to any man or woman who
can stay in the ring with them for
five rounds. They will wrestle as
a team or individually. The rules
are ten minute rounds with no
holds barred.

from 1901 newspaper

News From 1923

- Walter L. Harris, who has been associated with the W. L. Halsey
Grocery Co. of this city for several years, leaves with his family to-
morrow for Fayetteville, where he will represent the Trigg-Dobbs Co.
R. B. Searcy has succeeded Mr. Harris as city salesman for Halsey
Grocery Co., and has already assumed his duties.

- An automobile wreck occurred last night at the corner of Church
and Holmes streets when a Standard Oil truck driven by S. H. Bice
and a taxi owned by A. E. Overton collided in which the car of Mr.
Overton was slightly damaged. None of the drivers were injured too
badly.

- Three cases were docketed in city court Saturday morning,
Wm. Jordan appeared and pled guilty and was fined $10. The other
two defendants, Will Ikard and John Kennedy of New Hope, forfeited
their bonds and $10 by not appearing.

- There was only one case in City Court this morning, that of Floyd
Wallace, who was up on a charge of disorderly conduct. He pled guilty
to hitting a woman in the head with a hatchet and was fined $10.

- Mr. J. L. Harris of Triana says the recent storm caused four
head of his cattle to run away. A reward is offered.
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Supporting “Reading is Fundamental” MGMQLDEN K

ox 4848 - Huntevilig, Alsbarma 358158

Children brought up to read....

are seldom brought up in court.

Major Emphasis Committee - Reading is Fundamental
Ernest Francis - Chair, Tom Neeley - Co-Chair,
Donald Royston, Emmett Boylan

Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

David Baker - Clyde Barclay - Emmett Boylan - Bill Brown - Martin Burke
Hugh Cort - Winston DeShields - Kinley Eittreim - Ernest Francis - Jack Gilstrap - Vic Grimes
Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Steve Harris - Harley Hope - Jesse Hopkins - Chester Huskins - Bill lvy
Andy Karabinos - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Michael Meyer - Hank Miller - Archie Murchie
Tom Neely - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Wendal Payne - Roscoe Roberts - Shelsie Ross
Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan - Walt Terry
John Vaughn - Ben Vizzier - Ray Weinberg - James Winning - Sam Zeman




Old Huntsville Page 52

J.C. Brown

General Merchandise

by Dr. James Jones

J. C. Brown's general mer-
chandise store was located at the
corner of Triana and 9th Ave. in
West Huntsville. The building is
still there and the sign says it was
opened in 1898 by J. C. Brown. I
did not know Mr. J. C.., but my
grandfather Jones was a friend.
Grandpa said in Mr. J. C.’s later
years he would sit in the back of
the store where the horse and
mule harnesses were hung on a
nail keg, and visit with his old
friends like my grandpa.

Iworked at Brown's, as every-
one called it, after school and on
Saturdays and full time in the
summer. I worked there during
WWII in 1943 and 1944. Mr. J.C.
was dead by then and the store
was owned by his son Bill, who
ran it until he died. During WWII
Bill was away in the armed forces
and Mr. Mert Edger was the man-
ager when I worked there. I was
14 years old when I first went to
work there. All the young men
were away in military service then
and kids like me did jobs they
would normally do.

In the summer I worked 73
hours a week, for $25.00. That

building and the stock is still on
the shelves just like Mr. Brown
had closed for the day. They sold
all the usual things you would find
in a general store, clothes, shoes,
cloth, thread, all kinds of dry
goods, groceries, meats, livestock,
feed, and supplies, hardware, you
name it.

When 1 first went to work at
Brown's I was in the grocery and
dry goods. On Saturdays we
would have hundreds of orders to
fill for delivery. Very few people
had cars in that part of town in
1943 and 44 and most of them
had their groceries delivered.

During my employment in

that part of the store one of my
most vivid memories was sell-
ing live chickens. The chickens
were kept in small coop and the
housewives would point to the
chicken they wanted. I would
reach in, grab both legs and
with the wings flopping, remove
the chicken, tie the legs together
and weigh the whole live
chicken. You never heard such
squawking! I don’'t remember
what the price was but you
could be sure the chicken was
fresh. These were all barnyard
chickens allowed to run free
and feed natural. Today, chick-
ens like this are called range
chickens.

After a short while I was
moved to the meat market. Ire-
member the butcher who was
manager, Mr. Brazelton. Every-
one called him Butch. He was
an old timey type butcher who
would go to the local livestock

Likar Salon

We offer a variety of many different services
to meet all your salon needs.

Positions now Available - Call Lisa or Karen

519-7580

Hours: Tue - Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm

312 So. Mem. Pkwy - Suite D (next to Lee’s Car Wash)

Work In Your Pajamas!

Join a team of successful and support-
ive people working together in a unique
home based business online and offline.
We are partnered with a company that has
an A-1 financial rating and in good stand-
ing with the Better Business Bureau. Free
training, free web site and no selling. Work
your own schedule! For recorded info call:

888-307-5922 - (Must use code F5515)

A friend of mine I grew up or visit www.ilovemyfam.info
with, Big Ed Cantrell, told me he Serious inquiries only

recently went through the old e

was great money for a kid in
1943; I thought I was rich. Cokes
were 5 cents and you could go to
the Friday night movie at the
McCormick YMCA for 10 cents. I
think the Lyric downtown was 25
cents. Mr. Edger opened about
6:30 and closed about 8:30 or
9:00, and 10:00 on Saturdays.
We closed on Wednesday after-
noon as did most all Huntsville
stores back then.



http://www.ilovemyfam.info
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sales and buy most of the beef
and pork that we sold. He was an
expert at selecting choice meat.

Brown’s had the reputation of
having the best meat market in
town and we had customers from
all over Huntsville. All beef and
most of the pork was custom cut.
If you ordered t-bone steaks we
would go get a loin and cut them
while you waited.

Brown’s was well known for
the hoop cheese we sold. People
from all over the county would
come just for the cheese. When it
was time to put a new round of
cheese out, it came in a round
wooden box, Mr. Brazelton would
look through his supply and pick
the one with the most mold on it.
He would not sell one that was not
properly aged.

Next to the meat market was
the business office and it had a
walk-up counter where people
would pay their accounts. The
store phone was on this counter.
Miss Gertrude Nash was the of-
fice manager. Mr. Edger would
allow the women whose hus-
bands were away in the armed
services to call their husbands on
this phone and charge it to their

MARY KAY”

you Call
L

please ™ |
everyone|

You'll be pleased to know
Mary Kay offers products
everyone will love. From the latest
looks to advanced skin care.
Ask me about our exciting
product line today!
Rosetta Yvonne Fuller
Independent Beauty Consultant

770-717-1686
www.marykay.com/ryiuller

grocery bill. In West Huntsville, in
1943 and 44, very few people had
telephones and many of them had
never talked on a phone. I remem-
ber well Miss Gertrude telling
them “you don’t need to talk loud
into the phone just because he’s
way off, just talk normal!”

Some of them would shout so
loud you could hear them all over
the store. I remember one woman
when her husband got on the
phone she shouted, “Henry this is
Melvinney.”

I had one experience in the
market that I have thought about
countless

when she left the market to cross
the store to get her groceries, he
would actually run to get out of
her way.

In the middle of the store there
was an old timey chest type soft
drink case and there would al-
ways be several cases of soft
drinks stacked in the area. Back
then the drinks were all in glass
bottles and wooden cases. One

Sign outside of a local
Veterinarian’s office:

“Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!”

times over the
years. There
was a lady that
always wanted
me to wait on
her. I don’t
know why but
if I was busy
with another
customer she
would wait.
She was a
rather large
woman, not fat,
just tall and

big,

I noticed Cell:337-7110
there was al- hpibetty@bellsouth.net
ways this same valleymls.com
man that Betty Hughes, Broker
seemed to be SR
with her. He j

|

was small and ‘
always stayed
at least twenty
feet away and o

Ywa Great Compances!

Same Laocation!
415 Church St. Suite 101 e Huntsville, AL

For All Your Real
Estate Needs. ..

REAL ESTATE, INC.
TWICKENHAM OFFICE

534-4225 ext. 100

For All Your Property
Management Needs...

Hlgyr

PROPERTIES, INC
534-5750

www.hughes-properties.com
Betty Hughes, Owner

ALL CLOTH

COMPLETE DETAIL
CENTER

880-9899

11398 S. Memorial Pkwy.
Huntsville, Ala. 35803

FULL SERVICE CAR WA L o

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!



http://www.marykay.com/ryfuller
http://www.hughes-properties.com
mailto:hpibetty@bellsouth.net
valleymls.com
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day he was standing in this area
and in his haste to get out of the
way he knocked over a whole
stack of soft drink cases.

I asked Butch about this one
day and he laughed and said,
“That’s her husband. They live in
Booger Town and she makes him
stay out in the coal house and
feeds him on the back porch. She
sets his plate on the porch and
he stands on the ground and eats.
The only time he comes in the
house is when she tells him he
can.”

Over the years when Martha,
my wife, gets after me, I think
about this and tell myself, “I'm
better off than the coal house
man!”

After I came back to Hunts-
ville to practice dentistry Mr.
Brazelton's daughter was a patient
of mine and I kinda kept up with
him. He died when he was 84
years old. She said it was on a
Saturday and he had worked 14
hours at Brown’s, came home ate
his supper, went out on the
porch, set in his rocker and just
fell over dead. Some of those old
timers were tough.

Ifeel like I was very fortunate
to have worked at Brown's as a
part of my life’s experience. I have
many fond memories of growing
up here in Huntsville during the
30's and 40’s.

“There are many intelligent
species in the universe.
They are all owned by cats.”

Mo Phillips

Subscribe To North Alabama's most

popular magazine!

If you have enjoyed reading Old Huntsville Magazine, we will be
glad to send you an issue every four weeks! With Old Huntsville
Magazine you'll get the stories about your home town you will never
get any other place. So don't delay. Subscribe today and be in the
know with Old Huntsville.

Yes, I would like Old Huntsville delivered to me. I've
enclosed $20.00 for a full year's subscription. |

Name

Address

City State Zip

If you are sending Old Huntsville as a gift please let us know and we
will send a card with your name.

Please make check payable to:
Old Huntsville Magazine
716 East Clinton Avenue
Huntsville, AL., 35801
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"HOME REPAIRS

Pluitt & Ruth Ann Dean
2027 Chnton Ave. Ste A 286-536-9558
Huntsville, Alabema 35805 Fax 2556-538-7019

Mold Remediation

“A Complete Music Education Experience”

Specializing in Piano, Violin, Viola, Cello, Guitar & Music Education

* Adult Piano Class
* African Drums Class
* Steel Drums Class

Call (256) 534-3131 for private lessons or
e e e — S— o ———— e —

* Guitar Class
* Art Class
* Dance Class

1025 Claude Circle - Huntsville, Al
(near hobby Lobby)
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L ewter's Hardware Store
| |

—

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store.... %m&gﬁm

The Way You Remember Them W
222 Washington St - 539-5777




‘lhen life was simple..

As hard as it may be to believe, Huntsville almost became an automobile
manufacturing center. In 1947 the Keller Automobile Company leased a building
on Redstone Arsenal, hired 130 employees and began operations.

The Keller Super Chief, a subcompact station wagon, was to be sold for
about $900. The production line was slated to produce 16,000 cars the first
year and 72,000 each year thereafter.

Unfortunately, when George Keller suddenly died, most of the financial
backing collapsed. Only 25 to 30 cars were actually produced before the
company folded.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

P O pST (256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *
D IS C OUN T US Gov’t. Post Office
DRUGS UPS Shipping
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