The
Life of

Howard
WVWeeden

The easy life Howard and her
family knew ended abruptly in her
sixteenth year, when the Civil War
erupted. Her three brothers enlisted
in the Confederate army, leaving
Howard, her sister Kate, and their
mother to guard the house.

Howard contributed to the
household income in the only way she
could - by putting her artistic ability
to use. She painted cards for special
occasions such as weddings and
parties, as well as cards of
condolence. Soon she began
composing shortverses for the cards.
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The
Life of

Howard
Weeden

by Jack Harwell

At the corner of Gates Avenue
and Green Street, in the
Twickenham Historic District,
stands the home of Maria Howard
Weeden. Miss Weeden, who
gained international acclaim for
her artwork, was born and died
here. Yet many people in her
hometown are unfamiliar with
her. There was certainly nothing
ofthe celebrity in her character, if
contemporary accounts are to be
believed. Yet Weeden, who died
100 years ago this spring, was
something ofa celebrity in her day.
Her poetry and drawings, created
to preserve the memory of a
people she genuinely admired, to-
day provide a window through
which we can glimpse life in old
Huntsville in away not covered in
history texts. For that alone, she
is worth getting to know.

Howard’s father, William
Weeden, came to Madison County
in 1832 with his new wife, the
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former Jane Watkins, whose hus-
band had died seven years ear-
lier. Awidower, William had pre-
viously lived in Marengo County.
He bought land a few miles west
of town and made his home on a
low mountain which is known to
this day as Weeden Mountain.
William made a handsome busi-
ness selling cotton, and in 1845
he bought a house in the city one
block south of the courthouse
square. The original lot on which
the house was located was much
larger than today, with a half-
block of frontage on both Gates
and Green Streets. Mrs. Weeden
used the space for a flower gar-
den which provided her with
much pleasure over the years.
She filled the garden with peo-
nies, hollyhocks, and her favorite,
roses.

Not long after he bought the
house, Mr. Weeden died unexpect-
edly while on abusiness trip, leav-
ing a wife with four children and
a fifth on the way. William
Weeden’s youngest child, a girl
named Maria Howard by her
mother, was born six months af-
ter her father’s death, on July 6,
1846.

Howard’s masculine name
would raise some eyebrows after
she became famous; she regularly
received fan mail addressed to
“Mr. Howard Weeden.” It is said
that Howard was the name of a
Scottish clan from which her
mother was descended and that
her parents were expecting a boy.
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But other than her unusual name,
there was very little that was re-
markable about young Howard
and her upbringing. Her wealthy
father had provided for her and
her siblings in his will, and the
children grew up in relative privi-
lege.

Howard was frail as a child
and frail thereafter. Years later,
visitors would marvel that such a
dainty and seemingly unhealthy
woman could produce the works
ofart that were attributed to her.
Perhaps it was her sickly nature
that led to her interest in artas a
child. “lI cannot remember when
I did not draw and paint,” she said
later. She was taking lessons from
William Frye, a local portrait
painter, before she turned ten.
Later, she may have taken art
classes at the Huntsville Female
Seminary or the Huntsville Female
College.

The easy life Howard and her
family knew ended abruptly in her
sixteenth year, when the Civil War
erupted. Her three brothers en-
listed in the Confederate army,
leaving Howard, her sister Kate,
and their mother to guard the
house, along with the black ser-
vants. Avyear later, Union soldiers
marched into Huntsville, and the
Weeden house was comman-
deered as their headquarters.
The Weedens were forced to move
into the slave quarters in back.
But Mrs. Weeden soon found this
situation intolerable, so one night,

Dehaan Gates

a horse and carriage were slipped
out ofthe stable, and the Weedens
and their servants packed some
clothes and left. Their destination
was Tuskegee, where Howard’s
sister Jane and her husband were
living. There they would remain
for the remainder of the war.
While the family was in Tuskegee,
Howard received further art in-
struction at the Alabama Female
College. She became closely ac-
quainted with Dr. George W. F.
Price, whose daughter Elizabeth
would become Howard’s closest
friend and greatest admirer.

After the war, the Weedens re-
turned to Huntsville to find their
house ransacked. Federal offic-
ers who had used the house for
quarters had helped themselves
to the household furnishings, leav-
ing the Weedens with nothingwith
which to start over. Thankfully,
all three of Howard’s brothers
survived the war, but even with
her husband’s inheritance, Mrs.
Weeden had difficulty feeding her
family during those first few post-
war years.

Howard contributed to the
household income in the only way
she could - by putting her artistic
ability to use. She painted cards
for special occasions such as wed-
dings and parties, as well as cards
of condolence. Soon she began
composing short verses for the
cards. By now, Howard was a
young woman of 19. During the
difficult years of war and recon-
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struction, she never lost her love
of beauty, a love which she ex-
pressed in her art and in her
mother’s flower garden, which
she and her sister Kate helped
tend.

During this time, Howard also
held art classes for the younggirls
of the community. Years later,
these women would remember
how Miss Weeden would take their
badly drawn sketches and “touch
them up” to make them more at-
tractive. In this way, the students
learned how to find beauty in
seemingly unappealing things.
One lady in particular recalled
how Howard showed them how to
make Japanese fans using old
paintbrushes for handles. When
one of the girls accidentally
smudged her fan, Howard told her
to “just paint a butterfly over it”
— thus turning a mistake into an
adornment.

In 1881, Howard and Kate's
mother Jane passed away, leav-
ing the responsibility for maintain-
ing the household on the two sis-
ters. They continued to tend their
mother’s beloved flower garden
until 1890, when they were forced
by economic necessity to sell part
of the land on which the garden
was located. Even then, they kept
flowers planted on what was left
in her memory.

Howard continued to paint,
copying poems in longhand and
producing pictures to go with
them. One day, while looking for
a poem to use, she came across a
verse titled “De Massa ob de
Sheepfol’”, which was written by

Sarah Pratt McLean Greene and
published in 1884. The poem
was written in dialect as though
it contained the words ofa former
slave. She recalled what hap-
pened next in a letter written years
later: “l transcribed it and illus-
trated it in water colors with pas-
tures and sheep galore and then
in afterthought to indicate that it
was a negro poem, put on the
cover, an old negro head.”

She set the work aside and
thought no more about it at first.
But not long afterward, she
showed the little booklet to some
visitors “of much travel and cul-
ture,” as she described them later.
They cared little for the picture
she had painted to accompany the
poem, but the portrait on the
cover delighted them. So true-to-
life did they find the picture ofthe
old slave that they suggested
Howard should throw out her col-
ors except brown.

Howard didn’t realize it at the
time, but she had found the spe-
cialty thatwould define her career.
It was obvious that she had a tal-
ent for painting the heads of the
blacks she saw around her home,
rendering them in rich detail us-
ing a brush which contained only
three hairs. She had the talent,
rare among portraitists, of cap-
turing moods and feelings as well
as faces. She was also intelligent
enough to realize that she could
use her gift to create notjust pic-
tures, but an historical record.

“There was a time,” she wrote
in 1904, “when | painted every-
thing indiscriminately, like a mis-
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led amateur, until | woke one day
to the fact that there was right
around me a subject of supreme
artistic interest, the old southern
ex-slave, who with his black
weather-beaten face and pictur-
esque figure was rapidly slipping
away.” Howard was a great ad-
mirer ofthe stories of Joel Chan-
dler Harris, whom she believed
preserved the antebellum black
culture in words with his Uncle
Remus stories, and she resolved
to do the same thing with her art.

So she decided to make an-
other booklet to consist entirely of
“negro” heads and poems to go
with them. Painting the pictures
was no problem, but she could
never find another poem which
she considered the equal of “De
Massa ob de Sheepfol’””. So she
began composing her own verses,
all in dialect. Some ofthe poems
included in that first volume were
“Mother and Mammy,” about
someone who sees in heaven the
faces of the two women dearest
to her - her mother and her
Mammy; “The Old Boatman,”
about an old slave who looks for-
ward to going to heaven where his
former master has already gone;
and “Too Late,” in which an eld-

erly former slave laments his in-
ability to enjoy his newfound free-
dom, because his beloved wife is
no longer with him. “Too Late” is
truly a love poem, for the speaker
recalls his former days with fond-
ness, because he still had the
woman he loved. The poem ends
with the words:

So when dey talks ‘bout being
free,

AN’ | don’'t seem to heed 'em,

You may jes’ know my heart’s
brimful,

An’ tears has drownded free-
dom!

In her writing, Howard Weeden
used expressions and language
that sound offensive to 21st cen-
tury ears, and that might be off-
putting at first glance. But it
should be kept in mind that in her
day such language was common,
and not necessarily considered
pejorative. She wrote her poems
that way because that was the way
her subjects spoke; she was sim-
ply recording, in words and pic-
tures, what she saw and heard of
a culture that she felt would oth-
erwise be lost to future genera-
tions. She seemed to regard her
subjects with genuine affection
and respect; itwas simply the way
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she was.
A couple of instances from
her life will illustrate this last

point. In 1893 Howard visited the
Columbian Exposition in Chi-
cago, taking a few of her paint-

The Portable Kitchen

Its back The best cooking, most
durable charcoal cooker ever
made ... the Portable Kitchen ©

cast aluminum charcoal grill.

ASOUTHE«jy™-s_ .
HOME & HEARTH, INC.

Firesets, Screens, Grates
& Fireplace accessories

2611 University Drive
Huntsville Al. 35816
534-1715 - 534-8199

HALL BROTHERS MOVING

Office Relocation
Records Storage
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

Owner on Every Job
Commercial & Residential

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

All Types
Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating
Antiques & Pianos
Load & Unload |

[Hall Brothers®
Moving

al

L Licensed & Insured
1" All Types of 1

MEMMEU

We Still Believe In Customer Service!

1j Moving Johsjl



Old Huntsville

ings to display. While there, she
had occasion to see paintings of
blacks by two other illustrators,
both of whom portrayed their
subjects in the clownish, minstrel-
show style which was the stereo-
typical view of the former slaves
at the time. Howard returned
from Chicago with a newfound
determination to paint the blacks
as they really appeared, and not
as the comic characters that many
whites saw. She also had a num-
ber of orders for her paintings
which the appreciative fair-goers
in Chicago had placed with her.
Howard never had trouble
finding subjects for her portraits,
for they were all around her. She
liked to go to the courthouse
square on Saturday when blacks
from the county came to town. As
Elizabeth Humes Chapman noted
in Changing Huntsville 1890-
1899, Saturday was “Negro day”
downtown, and the black citizens
would gather to trade and visit all
around the square. No white per-
son without a compelling reason
to go downtown would do so on
Saturday, yet Howard regularly
mingled with them, according to
Chapman. As the blacks congre-
gated in small groups, “Miss
Howard loitered around the stores
where these meetings were taking
place, making notes ofwhole con-
versations and studying the differ-
ence in the old and young in
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speech, manners, and dress.”

Just as her portraits of the
blacks were faithful renditions of
their faces, Howard’s poems were
based wholly on their words. One
hot summer afternoon, she heard
voices through the open window
on the west side ofthe house, fac-
ing Greene Street. Two older
black men were there, engaged in
along, casual conversation. One
ofthe men mentioned that he was
going to Virginia for a visit; the
other said that he had some news
he wanted to send to family there.
“What news is it?” his friend
asked. “Well,” said the man, “jes
say - | sends my howdy-do.”
Howard wrote a poem entitled
“Important News” that repeated
this conversation almost verba-
tim.

But Howard could also use
her poetic talents to deal with sub-
jects of a more serious nature, as
in “Too Late,” mentioned above.
Other examples were “The Bor-
rowed Child,” in which an older
black woman tells of her child
who has been dead more than
forty years, and “The Worst of
War,” about a slave who accom-
panied his young master to war,
and then had to break the news
to his parents that he had been
killed. “An’ dat,” the poem con-
cludes, “was de worst ofwar!”

One of Howard'’s biggest sup-
porters during this time was
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Elizabeth Price, the daughter of
Dr. George Price, president ofthe
Tuskegee Female Methodist Col-
lege which Howard had attended
during the war years. By the
1880s, Dr. Price had moved to
Nashville and founded the Nash-
ville College for Young Ladies.
Elizabeth had kept up with
Howard, who was eighteen years
her senior, and despite the differ-
ence in age, they became the best
offriends. Elizabeth owned many
of Howard’s paintings and en-
joyed showing them to visitors,
particularly the prominent people
who visited her father’s school.

In 1895, Elizabeth Price went
to Europe to study music and took
twelve of Howard'’s paintings with
her. At afriend’s suggestion, she
showed them to Edward Schulte,
owner of a popular artgallery in
Berlin. Herr Schulte was de-
lighted with Howard’s work and
immediately asked to display the
paintings in his gallery. The paint-
ings were immensely popular
with Schulte’s aristocratic clien-
tele, although Elizabeth frequently
had to conceal her amusement at
some be-ribboned Prussian army
officer in full dress uniform try-
ing to read the dialect poems out
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loud.

Up to this time, only a relative
few had enjoyed the experience of
seeing Howard's work, as her
paintings and poems were seen
only in galleries, like the one in
Berlin, and in the homes offriends
and others who had purchased
copies ofher work. Then, some-
time around 1894, she was vis-
ited by William O. Allison of New
York, who worked for the Dallas
mill and had heard about
Howard’s art. When Allison saw
the prodigious amount of work
that Howard had produced, he
asked ifher pieces were insured.
“You should notonly insure them,
you should copyright them,” he
said. “Ifyou will permitme, I shall
consult a publisher for you.”

Howard, whose talents did
not extend to the legal realm, was
happy to let Allison arrange for
the publication of her work.
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Allison offered to take Howard’s
verses and paintings back to New
York, where they would be pub-
lished. “This he did,” Howard
wrote years later, “and when | saw
them again, they were in the form
of a slender little gray and gold
volume entitled ‘Shadows on the
Wall’.”

Shadows on the Wall con-
tained twelve of Howard’s poems,
including the aforementioned
“Mother and Mammy,” “Too Late,”
and “The Old Boatman,” with ac-
companying artwork. The artis-
tic world was thrilled, many
learning therein about the culture
of black Americans for the first
time. The book was praised in
the Southern press, but also in
northern newspapers such as the
New York Times and the Wash-
ington Post. Most gratifying was
a piece done for the Atlanta Con-
stitution by Joel Chandler Har-
ris, which described Shadows on
the Wall as “a book in which pic-
torial art of the strongest and
mostyvital kind is carried hand in
hand with a soft and gentle ac-
companiment of song.”

The first edition of Shadows
on the Wall was published by D.
Appleton and Company of Bos-
ton. Twelve hundred copies were
printed and were placed on sale
for one dollar each. They sold out
almost immediately, despite the
fact that Howard's exquisitely ren-
dered heads were in black and
white. InAtlanta, there was along
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line of customers at the one book
store which was fortunate enough
to secure a few copies for sale. A
second printing was quickly or-
dered to meet the demand. Then,
there came a potentially disas-
trous incident - the publishing
house was destroyed by fire.
Among the losses were Howard’s
paintings and verses, as well as
the plates used to print the book.

Although undoubtedly sad-
dened by the financial loss,
Howard did not brood for long.
She set about producing more art
and poetry for publication. The
fire had one unexpected benefit -
it led to Howard’s work being
turned over to a larger publisher,
Doubleday, McClure and Com-
pany, for future publication. The
demand for her work was simply
too great for a small firm to
handle. Her second book, Ban-
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dannaBallads, came outIn 1899.
It contained all the poems and pic-
tures from the first book along
with eight new pieces. The intro-
duction was written by Joel Chan-
dler Harris himself. He praised
the book for presenting the former
slaves as they really were - no
more, and certainly no less.

Orders for Howard’s paintings
came from all parts of the coun-
try, and she did her best to meet
the demand in spite of her deli-
cate health. Writing to Elizabeth
in the spring of 1898 she con-
fessed, “I don't do anything but
race and when night comes | go
to bed as tired as if I'd been run-
ning ... | got so behind with my
orders the two weeks | was in
Nashville and the time | lost after,
before | could work, thatitis hard
to catch up.” Still, she found time
for some travelling (she was afre-
quent visitor to Nashville, where
Elizabeth lived), and in October
1900 she visited Atlanta where
she was introduced - finally - to
Joel Chandler Harris.

In spite of all her sudden no-
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toriety, Howard Weeden did not
live the celebrity life, preferringto
spend her spare time at the old
house at Gates and Greene. The
walls of the lower floor were cov-
ered with her paintings, and
guests dropped by frequently to
meet the artist and view her
works. She was said to be most
gracious with unannounced visi-
tors. Her sister Kate kept busy in
her mother’s flower garden, which
Howard frequently mentioned in
her letters to Elizabeth Price.
“Qur little garden is already a
bower of roses and wisteria,” she
wrote to Elizabeth in Berlin. On
one ofher final visits to the Weeden
home, in the summer of 1904,
Elizabeth spent time in the gar-
den with Howard in a memorable
visit which she recalled for a
newspaper interview years later.
“Miss Howard Weeden is always
charming, but most so when in
the setting of her own quiet par-
lor at Weeden Place or in the sweet
old-fashioned garden, where one
wanders with her and her sister,
who is also awoman of delightful
conversation and sympathy . . .
There are several seats about in
this dear old garden, and surely
the dearest spot is under a bower
ofroses where one can sit and talk
through the quiet fragrant twilight
with these two charmingwomen.”

Never a healthy person,
Howard was destined for a short
life. Her eyesight was poor, and
she suffered from frequent head-
aches. Still, she managed to com-
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plete two more collections of po-
ems and paintings, Songs ofthe
Old South (1901) and Old Voices
(1904). Howard fell ill for the last
time in January, 1905, and
passed away early on the morn-
ing of April 12. She died in the
front parlor ofthe old house, the
same room in which she had been
born 58 years earlier.

Tributes to Howard continued
long after her passing. In 1910,
the Daughters of the American
Revolution placed a bronze
plague on the house, in which
Kate was still living. A memorial
service at the YMCA featured mu-
sical renditions of Howard's po-
ems. April 12, the anniversary of
her death, was proclaimed
Howard Weeden Day in Alabama,
and was marked by appropriate
exercises in public schools. The
date was observed in Huntsville’s
schools for over thirty years.

Elizabeth Price kept the
memory of her dear friend alive
for the rest of her life. As aliving
link to the poetess, she was much
sought after for interviews. In
1935, she chaired an exhibition
of Howard’s work at the
Parthenon in Nashville, playing a
role similar to thatwhich she had
carried out in Berlin forty years
earlier. She lived well into her
90s, dyingin 1959.

Shortly before her death in
1918, Kate Weeden deeded the
house to her nephew, John Patton
Weeden. When he died in 1955,
the property went to his daugh-
ter. In 1956 the house was sold
at public auction, the first time in
more than a century that it had
been out of the Weedens’' hands.
Eventually, the house came into
the possession of the Huntsville
HousingAuthority.

Today, the Weeden House is
operated as a museum. Its care-
takers have kept it as close as
possible to its appearance when
Howard and Kate lived there. In-
side, you can see the parlor where
Howard was born and died, the
stand where she did her painting,

and, as then, the wall covered with
her paintings. Walking through
the old house, it is easy for the
visitor to imagine what it must
have been like when the two sis-
ters lived there, particularly on
late fall afternoons, when the
evening traffic on the street out-
side has died down. You can look
out the window onto Greene
Street, where Howard overheard
the conversation between the two
older black men that inspired the
poem “Important News.”

Finally, out back ofthe house
is the garden that is still planted
with flowers as it was all those
years ago. There, it's possible to
imagine that you are one of Miss
Howard'’s visitors, and are enjoy-
ing her company in the midst of
her mother’s flower garden. Ifshe
were there with you, she would
certainly enjoy the experience as
much as you.

Alabama
--Coin & Silver*, f

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr.

Owner 1

Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

is

dietin'/

Dine-in or Carry-out!

Yes! We Cater!!!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 iioimes Ave. Five Points

464-7811

Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart



A Haunting Melody

by Chuck Yancura

The story began in 1862 during the Civil War when
a Union Army officer, Capt. Robert Ellicombe, was
with his men near Harrison’s Landing in Virginia.

The Confederate Army was on the other side of
this narrow strip ofland. Duringthe night, Ellicombe
heard the moan ofa soldier who lay mortally wounded
on the field.

Not knowing ifitwas a Union or Confederate sol-
dier, the captain decided to risk his life and bring the
stricken man back to his camp for medical attention.

Crawling on his belly through gunfire, the captain
reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him
toward his encampment.

When the captain finally reached his own lines,
he discovered it was actually a Confederate soldier,
but the soldier was dead.

The captain lit a lantern. Suddenly, he caught his
breath and went numb with shock. In the dim light,
he saw the face of the soldier.

It was his son.

The boy had been studying music in the South
when the war broke out. Without telling his family, he
had enlisted in the Confederate Army.

The following morning the heartbroken father
asked permission of his superiors to give his son a
full military burial despite his enemy status. His
request was partially granted.

The captain had asked ifhe could have agroup of
Army band members play a funeral dirge for his son
at the service. That request was turned down, since
the young man died fighting for “the enemy.” How-
ever, out of respect for the father, they did say that
they would give him one musician.

The captain chose a bugler. He asked the bugler
to play a series of musical notes he had found on a
piece of paper in the pocket of the
dead youth’s uniform. The wish
was granted.

The music was the haunting
melody Americans now know as

“Taps,” used at all military
funerals.
Jack’s
Toy Store
Specializing in the service call for FREE
& restoration of fine DELIVERY

British automobiles.

310210th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama

TERRYS

Vizza ..
. BUFFET HOURS

'Home ofthe Chicago Style Pizza"
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Searchingfor Parents

My parents were taken from Corinth, Miss,
and sold to Mr. Peter Viney of Madison County
during the war. A liberal reward is offered for
any help in locating them. Apply at paper.

from 1867 newspaper

Enjoy Outdoor
Living - f
Indoors!

DIMENSION ONE SPAS
AMgharDogr*® ofincMpnc*

QI

Survey
Easy Financing I’W rr_ -
Available

Free In-Home

rtLand
ithua

) CM NatureScape
Huntsville

2832 Jordan Lane o *1illll

256-722-2101 .

Independently owned and operated

.FREE 9*
" PIZZA

(Same or fewer toppings)
With Purchase of 16* Pizza
Two or more toppings

DELIVERY » CARRY-OUT = DINE IN
Kot VIIK Witt fey Diter Ccwm Or (pcfel.
One Coapot Pet Order

Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon., Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

881-5987 536-3389 539-3467

9034 Parkway SW 3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial
Haysland Square  Across from Post Office Pkwy NW


911.ua
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Huntsville
Happenings
iNn 1907

- An older man, too drunk to
walk, was arrested this afternoon
by Officer Bullard on a charge of
drunkenness. The old man was
too intoxicated to walk alone and
he was hauled to the city lockup
in a delivery wagon.

- A Negro by the name of
Sharpe appeared in the recorder’s
court and complained that while
driving his mule along East
Holmes Street last night his mule
ran into a pile of brick, the pres-
ence of which was not disclosed
by any sign of warning. His mule
broke its leg but was not shot.

- The city street force and
Superintendent Murphy are mak-
ing improvements in various por-
tions of the city. California Street
is being graded and put in good
condition. Granitoid pavements
are being laid with the promise
made by the realty firm that devel-
oped the property further out this
street.

- Good use is being made of
the street force, and the convicts
who are sentenced to hard labor
are required to do the good work.

- The raid made by the police
last night on the disorderly house
produced good results. Mary
White, Remy Wales and Jenny

Humphrey were fined $ 100 each
with the option ofworking out the
fines at the rate of .50 cents the
day. Charlie Mason, ayoung man
who was caught in the house was
fined $100. Mary Davison, an in-
mate of the house, was given 24
hours in which to get out of the
city and unless she is gone by that
time she must pay a fine of $100
or begin a term of 209 days
labor. Four young men who were
caught in the same raid were
discharged.

- Dave Pointer was fined $5 for

using profane language in the
presence of females.

- John Sutherfield for drunk
and disorderly and for carrying a
pistol was given a term of 60 days.

- Mary Macon fined $10 for
assaulting her husband.

One of the nice things about

getting older is that you can

whistle while you brush your
teeth.

Paul Firenzi

Free Attorney Consultation for Ban kru ptCy

MITCHELL HOWIE

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

The Best Motor Home/RYV Storage
You'll Find Anywhere!

Now Open!

Call (256) 851-1801

40’ Covered bays with electricity, mini-storage,
septic, air, water, Vac, car-dolly storage. One fee.

COURTESY STORAGE 110340 WALL TRIANA Hwy 1 TONEY, AL

Honor System Retail Store ¢ Trip prep svc
(inc shopping!) « Trip return svc, clean-up (& laundry)

Protect your
investment!

Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty

*"All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM

Special Lunch Buffet Mon -

Fri 11AM to 2PM

Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Days A Week
COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
BANQUET FACILITIES

2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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Redstone Village offers more than serene mountaintop views and an independent,
retirement lifestyle. We provide peace of mind by protecting your financial
assets-with a 90% refundable deposit. And our LifeCare program gives our
residents access to additional levels of health care, from assisted living to
skilled nursing. So call 256-881-6717 today to learn more. And see how

Redstone Village can help your retirement reach new heights.

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE MONTHLY SEMINARS
and learn more about protecting your financial assets
while enjoying ongoing freedom and independence.

Call 256-881-6717

South on Memorial Parkway; Left on Veterans Drive [3/10 of a mile past Hobbs Road]
12000 Turnmeyer Drive « Huntsville, AL 35803 « www.redstonevillage.org tzIW'uw


http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Donna
Gurley, of CVS, who correctly
guessed the Photo of the Month
for last month. Itwas none other
than the handsome Joe Reid, of
Reid Hardware, taken when he
was servingin the military. We had
many calls on this one, but only
the first one wins!

It's hard to believe that Russ
Letsonis 60 years old! He works
at Hewlett-Packard Co. here in
Huntsville, and his children threw
a surprise birthday party for him
at the Monte Sano Lodge. The
proud kids who pulled offthe sur-
prise are Marie Bourland, Kevin
Letson and Monique Cannon.

Chuck Chambers says to tell
everyone Hello! Many may re-
member his parents, Erskine and
Margaret Chambers who lived on
East Clinton Avenue for years.

Bob Ward has not been feel-
ing well lately, and we wanted to
tell him we're thinking about him
and hope he’s feeling better really
soon.

Huntsville welcomes a sweet
new family to the city - John and
Stefanie Troup are now living
here along with their sweet chil-
dren Hannah and Evan Troup.
Great-grandparents Chuck and
Annelie Owens are especially

happy they're finally here!

We hear that Rosetta Fuller’s
grandfather Dale Dugan is really
sick. We are saying prayers for
him so he gets better really soon!

A special hello to our friend
Hallie Kilpatrick from Gurley.
She’ll be 90 years young this Oc-
tober, having been born on
Whitesburg Pike, and says hello
to all her friends in Gurley and the
Hurricane Creek area.

Our buddy Richard Van
Valkenburg sure is in the social
scene lately! Every time we turn
around he’s in the paper again!

Happy birthday to Brandon
Owens of Murfreesboro! Proud
parents Ken and Diane Owens
hosted a fun birthday party for
him recently and he partied along
with his lovely wife Susan.

We got a call from Opal
Tabor last week. She worked for
Wemher Von Braun for 27 years
as his receptionist, and will be 84
this month. She is currently at the
Madison County Board of Educa-
tion, still working!

We are excited about an up-
coming series the Huntsville
Times is working on to celebrate

Adams Alley ¢ Clift's Cove * Heritage Plantation
Heritage Provence * Heritage Station * King’s Ridge
Walker’s Hill « Mt. Carmel by the River * The Bridges

Sandra Steele
President

EDI

ENFINGER

DEVELOPMENT
INCORPORATED

T www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

Huntsville’s 200th year anniver-
sary. Some of the very talented
writers working on the project are
Kay Campbell and Steve Doyle.

Linda Hamlin’s stepmom
Betty Hamlin, of Crystal River in
Florida, has been under the
weather lately, and we send good
wishes to her on her upcoming
move.

The former Thiokol employees
recently held their annual break-
fast at the Senior Center. We met
with so many who remember the
good old days at Thiokol - people
like Sam Zeman, John L. Will-
iams, Bill Stogner, Nita Boyd,
John D. Brown, and Barbara
Plonka.

Congratulations to Ann
Collins who recently moved to
Redstone Village. She says she
loves not worrying about yard
maintenance and home repair
anymore!

We had a great talk with Helen
Acuff and Faye Jones recently.
They remember the good old days
in Huntsville and graduated from
Butler High with Johnny
Johnston.

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster shown below
wins a year’'s subscription to “Old
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: He's retired now but
was well known around the
courthouse for years.


http://www.enfingerdevelopment.com

Nita Boyd’s granddaughter
Ella Boyd is so sweet! She's 2
years old and loves to dance and
sing and performing in general.

A big Happy Birthday to June
Maples who is going to be 70
years old in May. She sure is a
sweet lady!

We talked with Jerry
Barksdale of Athens recently. He
just finished a novel and we un-
derstand he’s working hard on
another one. He sure is a nice guy
and has many friends in this area.

Speaking of writers, we hear
that LeeAnna Keith of New York
is writing a book about the
Calhoun family of Huntsville. She
is very talented and her proud dad
is the famous Sam Keith of 5
Points.

J. B. Tucker, Mayor of Hurri-
cane Creek, has been ailing lately
and we hope that he gets to feel-
ing better really soon. He loves
fresh veges and can’t wait to start
gardening!

We recently spent time with
Diane McWhorter who was visit-
ing here from New York doing re-
search for a book about Hunts-
ville. She is a very impressive
young lady whose last book,
“Carry Me Home”, about Birming-
ham, won a Pulitzer prize.

We got togeather with some old
friends of ours recently and had
a ball! John Rader, Dewitt
Uptagrafft and Frank Smith were
all recalling events that happened
years ago at Hewlett-Packard Co.

Itwas good to see Bill Russell,
Deane Herbert, Tom Bryant,
Don Royston and Bob Presto
recently.

We met the “Master Bird
Dogger” of all time last week in
Black Water Hattie’s - none other
than Jerry Pylant. When he’s not
bird-dogging, he raises cattle in
Morgan County!

Avery handsome couple were
there as well - Aubrey Sealy and
his fiance Cha Cha Martinez. She
says he’s going to marry her but
she hasn't told him the date yet -

maybe this summer.
Trudy Long was lots offun to
be around recently - she rides a
Harley and her advice to everyone
is to “Be Happy - Ride
a Harley!” Jane
Yoakum was there
also.
We were so sorry to
learn of the death of
former U.S. Represen-
tative Tom Bevill re-
cently. He was a good
friend ofmany and will
be missed.
Happy Birthday to
Tbm Gurley. Eat a big
piece of cake for us!
A big hello to Ollie
White who is one of
the sweetest people we
know!
Boy, it's alongtime
off but people are al-
ready talking about
the next mayor’s race. =
We hear people are al-

ready talking about .] I<*-

raising money. Won't
everyone be surprised

if Loretta decides to \]
run again!
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Well, that’'s about all for this
month. Just remember how lucky
we all are to live in a place like
Huntsville, Alabama!

Lookfor exclusive linesfrom all

yourfavorite designers!

Sportswear « Swimwear < Dresses
Sleepwear < Handbags Jewelry < Skincare

Gift Cards and More

Drive

S !

2336-A Whitesburg Dr
256-534-8613

Whitesbur

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let

us assist you for all

your Hardware & Plumbing needs
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The following recipes are a
sampling ofjust afew favorite
recipes from the members of the
first and oldest Masonic Lodge in
Alabama - which got its start in the
city of “Twickenham” (later
Huntsville) in 1811 as Helion Lodge
#21. It later merged with another
lodge and became Helion Lodge
#1, 409 Lincoln Street, in 1834.

The Master s Pie

2 Ibs. Jimmy Dean hot sau-
sage

1 Ib. Bryan hickory smoked
bacon

1 - 320z. can mixed greens

1 - 320z. can speckled butter
beans

1 - 160z. can purple hull peas

1 - 160z. can white acre peas

2 - 160z. Cajun Veg-all

2 Ibs. Sharp Cheddar cheese,
finely shredded

Cornmeal

Help us celebrate our 49th

2 eqggs
Buttermilk
Fry bacon and set aside, re-

serve drippings for cornbread
mix. Brown sausage. In a large
Dutch oven, combine beans, peas,
Veg-all, sausage, crumbled bacon
and top with cheddar cheese.

Make your favorite cornbread
mix. | use bacon drippings with
cornmeal mix, eggs and butter-
milk. Pour over the contents in
dutch oven and bake at 350
degrees until cornbread is done
and golden brown.

Jim Henley

Sfewarci s ni

lad

1 pkg. tri-colored rotini
noodles

1 - 320z. jar Cheese Whiz

1 can cream of mushroom
soup

Anniversary! During the month

of April, have a free slice of

pie with each lunch or dinner

plate Monday & Tuesday!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

2 cans sliced water chestnuts
Cook rotini til tender, about
8 minutes. In a large saucepan
combine soup and cheese whiz
and heat til cheese has melted and
is well mixed. In alarge and deep
casserole dish combine all ingre-
dients and bake at 300 degrees
for 20 minutes.
Jim Henley

2 - 80z. cream cheese
2 cans crescent rolls
1 c. sugar
1 egg (separated)
11. vanilla extract
Topping:
1/2 c. sugar
2 t. cinnamon
1/2 c. chopped pecans
In a 13x9” baking pan, add
one layer of crescent rolls to bot-
tom. Mix all ingredients til creamy.
Spread over the layer of crescent

Every Monday night Kids EatFree!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851

Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOURHOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS



rolls. Top with another layer of
crescent rolls, brush on eggwhite.
Mix topping ingredients together
and sprinkle all over top. Bake at
350 degrees for 30 minutes. Let
cool, then serve.

Jim Henley

Steve s Famous

Cliepptj Cpunck

Crust:

2 sticks butter

2 c. plain flour

1 1/2 c. pecans, chopped

Melt the butter, mixwith flour

and spread over 9x13” pan evenly.
Press the pecans into the dough,
bake at 300 degrees for an hour.

Filling:

1/2 box powdered sugar

2 drops lemonjuice

1 - 80z. pkg. cream cheese

Blend these ingredients to-

gether and mix with 1 large con-
tainer Cool Whip.

Top with 2 cans of cherry pie
filling. There won’'t be any left!

Steve McGlocklin

P-Nut Butter Pie

3 eggyolks

3 c. milk

1 c. sugar

1/2 c. cornstarch

1/41. salt

1 c. extra crunchy peanut but-

hinting

SERVICES

ter

21 vanilla

1 baked graham cracker crust
pie shell

1 med. Cool Whip

1 pkg. chopped peanut top-
ping

Combine egg yolks and milk
in saucepan, blendingwell. Com-
bine sugar, cornstarch and salt;
stir in egg mixture. Cook, stirring
constantly til thick.

Pour hotfilling in large mixing
bowl and cover with waxed paper.
Chill an hour. Whip chilled mix-
ture until creamy and add p-nut
butter and vanilla. Beat til
smooth.

Pour filling in pie shell and
spoon on Cool Whip, then top
with sprinkling of chopped nuts.

Jim Henley

Tatep Cpunck Casserole

1 bag frozen hash browns
Southern style

8 0z. sour cream

1 c. cheddar cheese

1 can Cream of Mushroom
soup

1 can Durkee’s baked onion
rings

Salt and Pepper

1/2 c. milk

1 can Cream of Chicken soup

In a 9x13” baking pan pour

slightly thawed hash browns, salt
and pepper to taste.

Blend soups and sour cream;

For All Your Printing Needs!

Commercial - Letterheads
Checks & Labels - Brochures
Four Color - Computer Forms

Wedding Invitations
Ad Specialties

256-534-4452
Fax: 534-4456

3308 Seventh Avenue - Huntsville, Al.
Toll Free: 877-534-4452
www.lindasprinting.com - linprint@mindspring.com
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pour over hash browns and re-
peat layers. Bake at 375 for an
hour uncovered for the last 15
minutes, then top with onion rings
and bake for final 5 minutes til
golden brown.

Jim Henley

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770
2310 Clinton Ave
New York Life Insurance Company

2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
www.gannbryan. nylagents.com

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays


http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
http://www.gannbryan
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We Shall
Not Be
Moved

by Ruby Crabbe

When | was a youngster
growing up in Dallas Village, so
many things happened itwould be
hard for me to remember them
all. But some events I'll never
forget, like the “Famous Strike” at
Dallas Textile Mills.

The picket line in front ofthe
mill was long and the strikers
were tired. Some ofthem carried
large banners proclaiming the
strike and warning people not to
cross the picket line. | can't re-
member who all took partin cook-
ing food for the strikers but | do
know that my mother, Josie Allen,
did. My stepDad, Mr. Lonnie Allen,
took partin the cooking also.

Every day at noon he and

A very diplomatic husband
to his wife: “How do you
expect me to remember
your birthday when you
never look any older?”

Mama would fix hamburgers and
coffee for the strikers. Nowwhen
I say hamburgers - | mean it
would be such a large sack full it
would be hard for us kids to even
carry. Plus, we carried a pot that
held three or four gallons of hot
steaming coffee.

I remember one night several
ofthe union members had a meet-
ing at this certain house. During
the meeting someone spoke up
and said, “Boy, whatwould I give
right now ifl had all the good fried
chicken | could eat!” At that re-
mark the lady ofthe house got up
and excused herself from the
meeting.

Itwasn’t long before the odor
of good fried chicken just filled
the house. It appeared that three
good-sized fryers had been roost-
ing on awater pipe right outside
the back door. Don’'t know whose
chickens they were but they were
never seen again on the roost.

I remember the union mem-
bers and the nonunion members
having a little get-to-together on
5th Street, now known as Andrew
Jackson Way. The union mem-
bers were on one side of the
street, the nonunion members on
the other. On the union side a
large platform had been erected,
and on top of it was what ap-
peared to be a machine gun. Don’t
know if it was the real thing or
not, but a lot of the people didn’t
hang around long enough to find
out. And on top of that platform

stood Bill Jaco. He was singing
loud and clear “We shall not be
moved.” That songgenerated a lot
of angry offensive yells, but did
that bother Brother Bill? No, it
only made him sing louder and
louder, “We Shall Not Be Moved!”

GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Etc!

AH edge* ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original adfrom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
“ Convenient to Madison Square Mall

“ Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

" Transportation provided to Grocery Store

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Have A Property
You Need To Sell?

SOLD - Quail Ridge - Huntsville - SOLD - Bob Wade Lane - Harvest - SOLD
Pebblebrook - Madison - SOLD - Timberlake Dr. - Toney - SOLD
Mission Square - Unit5 - SOLD

Let us list & sell your commercial or

residential property. Licensed in Al. & Tn

Experience is important and | have nearly 20 years in
the housing industry, but more important is the care
that goes into the need of each and every one of my
families. Whether you are building, buying, selling,
investing, refinancing, debt reducing, budgeting, or
repairing your credit, we care for your family.

Binkley Real Estate &
Financial Services, Inc. Maria Binkley

(and beautiful granddaughter!)
Office: 256-851-9229

MLS Cell 256-348-0999
* www.binkleyservices.com
OPPGRTUNITY E-mail: maria@binkleyservices.com

Call today for a better tomorrow

Athens - Thach Road lot for $16,900
Harvest - Great Investment - 95.95 acres. This is one
of the last undeveloped intersections of a state high-
way in north Alabama. SE corner of Hay. 53 & Jeff Road,
Appx. 20 acres on front for commercial & 75 acres in back
for residential. Listed in 1998 at appraised price of
$2,400,000

Yes - We do mortgages to fit a wide range of needs,
including refinancing. We list and sell Real Estate in Ala-
bama and Mississippi. We work with families and teach
credit scoring and repairs. We do all these things, but
that's not our business. We are in the PEOPLE business!
Building lifetime relationships. Call us today for a better
tomorrow!

We also have Foreclosures with 100% loan programs

available. Several Condos for sale - Call for details

We offer you a free home appraisal or home war-
ranty. Call for details.

We will be glad to assist you with any of these properties
or any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service.
MU/,


http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:maria@binkleyservices.com
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Memories of the
Terry Family

by James H. Terry
(Written in the 1960s)

The Terry boys aboutwhom |
write were the sons of Mary Dar-
win and George Lee Terry, and
were born and raised on a rocky
farm in N.E. Madison County
about 4 miles from the town of
New Market, Al. They got their
early schooling at the only school
in New Market, and walked to and
from school at an early age. Syd,
who was the oldest boy at home
had to quit school to help with the
farm work. When he became old
enough he went to work in one of
the general stores in New Market.

In the year 1880 Syd decided
to leave New Market and try his
luck in the city. He went to Bir-
mingham, a fast growing new
town ofabout 10,000 people. The
first job offered him was with a
butcher shop, and he was told to
be atwork at 4 a.m. the next day.
Arriving late he lost his chance of
becoming a butcher and he told
me later that he was never late
again for an appointment.

He moved back to New Mar-
ket after working at various jobs
in Birmingham. He went into the
general store business with one of
the older merchants with whom
he later formed a partnership and

married his boyhood sweetheart,
Miss Elladee Podgers. Thiswas in
1884. She later bore him 4, chil-
dren, 3 boys and 1 girl.

Syd’s brother, Tom, next to
him in age, finished what educa-
tion he could get in New Market
and went to Huntsville where he
worked for several years with K.
Klaus & Co. on the north side of
the square and also part time with
Darivint Pulby on the south side
ofthe square.

Syd and Tom got together and
decided itwas an opportune time
for them to set up their business
in the city. Dad then moved to
Huntsville with his
wife and four chil-
dren and they
rented a store on
the east side ofthe
square in the Hold-
ing Block. Thiswas
in the year 1892.
They stocked their
store with general
merchandise and
so the Terrys were
on their way. Syd
rented a house on
the road east of
town just beyond
Maple Hill cem-
etery overlooking =WMT.
vacant fields to the

Make
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“We Still

north up to the cotton mill village
of Dallas Mill. Syd rode a bicycle
to and from work. He and Uncle
Tom prospered and later had two
of their younger brothers come
down and work for them. These
last two boys were Doc and Jeff,
and both were to become success-
ful businessmen in Huntsville.
The father and mother of the
Terry boys also came to the city
to live, and Jeff stayed with them
on Randolph St. By hard work
and application the Terry boys
prospered and about Christmas
time of 1896 Tom made Syd a
proposition. “Syd, we have enough
goods to start two stores. I'd like
for us to divide our stock and as
we both have good credit we can
buy other goods in the markets.
Instead of taking stock, I'll take
one side ofthe store with all goods
in it, and you take the other side.
I'll keep Jeffwith me and you take

Th=A/C PoCTOR.

Air Conditioning & Heating Services A

House Calle”

9694 Madison Blvd. Ste. B-2

REGAL
CINEMAS®

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy

256-883-1101



Doc.“ So they separated and
Uncle Tom moved his part of the
goods to the south side of the
square, where he lived and pros-
pered until he died in 1948. His
son Ira took over his dad'’s store
and continued in the same loca-
tion until 1963.

Uncle Tom had amassed
quite a fortune and left Ira awon-
derful business. T. T. Terry’s store
operated in this same location on
the slogan “Great Is The Power Of
Cash”, and Tom and Ira operated
3 or 4 buildings adjoining the busi-
ness with openings from one
store to the other. They continued
operation in this location for 70
years.

Uncle Tom was a great and
spectacular merchant. Back in
the early days he advertised a new
addition he was opening to his
chain of stores to be held at 2 a.m.
on a certain night, and spread the
news all over the county and sur-
rounding territory. He said he
would give one silver dollar each
to the first 100 people to come in
the store. People came in droves
from all around and the doors
had to be locked, and people let

in a few at a time to keep from
breaking in the floor. | was there
and saw this. He had a jug band
playing and served food and soft
drinks to all. Soon after, Syd and
Tom parted as partners. Syd and
Doc moved to Jefferson St. and
opened business there and that's
where they were when the Span-
ish War was going on. This is
where these two were from 1895
until about 1903. Kleber Rodgers
was taken in to the firm of the
Terry Bros. Kleber was my moth-
er’s first cousin. They stayed in the
location and prospered.

The Spanish American War
was over in 1898-99. About this
time 3,000 soldiers were sent to
Huntsville before being mustered
out. Captain John M. Pershing
was here and in charge ofa negro
regiment and itis said this is how
he got the nickname of “Black
Jack.” This large encampment
brought lots of extra money into
our city and the Terry Bros and
Rodgers did well. During this time
they bought an uptown lot at the
corner ofWashington and Clinton
and erected a large building (still
standing) and occupied by

[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”
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Dunnavants department store. We
had by then outgrown our first
home so dad (Syd) had our own
home erected on the corner of E.
Holmes and White Street. By this
time there were two more boys
added to the first four children.
We werejust a short distance from
the East Clinton public school,

First Baptist
ITTTI Church

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

| am confident of her care”

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”


http://www.fbchsv.org
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teaching 1lst grade through high
school. This was the only public
school for whites in huntsville. All
of the boys and girls in our neigh-
borhood used to meet under the
gas lights in summer nights on
our corner and play hide and seek
and other harmless games. There
were no movies then, or radios
or TVs, so we had to amuse our-
selves in the only way we could.

I remember as we would sit
out on our front porch just before
dark, a boy would ride by on a
pony, and with a torch in his
hand, would turn on and light one
of the first street lights in town, a
lantern on an iron post at our cor-
ner.

When we had outgrown this
house - there were now six chil-
dren - dad (Syd) bought a large
frame house on Meridianville
Pike. We had a seven acre lot on
which we raised much of our
food. We kept cows and horses,
and chickens. We did all of our
farm work, and sometime we
would plant watermelons and
when they got ripe we older boys
would peddle and sell them
around town from a small wagon
pulled by a horse. Dad would let
us keep all the money we took in.

This small farm of ours was
about 2 miles from town and
school, butwe walked to and from
school and sometimes to and
from the store in town. We kept
horses and buggy to use when

Renaissance
THEATRE

Coming in April:

needed. There were now 8 chil-
dren, six boys and two girls.

We lived and worked and grew
on this little farm until about
1906-07. Dad decided to sell his
interest in the store of Terry Bros
and Rodgers - also our little farm
home. This decision to leave
Huntsville was because dad
worked too hard and didn't get
enough rest or recreation, so we
packed and shipped all of our be-
longings and moved to San
Marcos, Texas, a small college
town about midway between San
Antonio and Austin.

Upon arriving in San Marcos,
I bought a half interest in an in-
surance agency and remained in
this business for several years.
My dad bought a wholesale feed
business so | sold my interest in
the insurance business and
started in to work for dad. | helped
in the store and calling on stores
in the town and area. In the mean-
time | met and became engaged
to Miss Emily
Stanfield, daugh-
ter of Prof. S.W.
Stanfield. We
were married in
San Marcos in
1913 and took a
train to Senton,
Tx. where | had
purchased inter-
est in a real and
insurance firm
with an old friend

at Lincoln Center
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that they’re going to be investigated. A wild farce

ensues with twists of fate, sight gags, mistaken

identities and hilarious comic lines.

April 15, 16,22, 23, 24, 29, 30

1216 Meridian St. - can 536-3117 for
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Long Term Care Insurance

Life Insurance-Annuities

Ask About New Term Policies
That Pay Your Premiums Back
If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone

(256) 519-6955

2703 University Drive - 534-6000
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of dad’s. We did quite well until Tom’s piece goods department

the First World War started in which we operated together until I:O r Sal e
1913. My oldest son James H. | got the wander bug again.
Terry Jr. was born in a San Anto- | must sell my blacksmith
nio hospital in 1914. The war . business due to health reasons.
played havoc with our business so _ Awoman in Atlanta There are two anvils and a forge
I sold my interest. divorced her husband on along with all tools necessary for

I got a job carrying the mail the grounds that he a successful business. Also
out of Sinton. | drove a 26 mile “Stayed home too much included is a large assortment of
rogte Withy? horks)e aI?dfbuggy or and was much too f:olsl fortworking on automobiles.
rode it on horseback after rains . ” pply at paper.

affectionate.

which would make roads impas- from 1914 newspaper
sible by rig, as the black mud on
roads stuck to the wheels so they
wouldn’t turn.

Dad moved back to his
former home in Huntsville in -

Hours:

1916. He bought back the lease 2130 Meridian Street N. Mon-Sat 9 6
and stock ofthe last place of busi- Huntsville, Alabama 534-4949 on-sat Sam-opm
ness he had left in 1906. He sent . . One Block North of
for me to come back andjoin him quality furniture, ) Oakwood Avenue
and my brother Sydney. The firm personal attention, and
was named S. L. Terry and Sons. excellent service reasonably and

In the meantime JeffTerry, dad’s

youngest brother, had established affordably pricedl

his own business at the corner of 'Discounted

Jefferson and Holmes, and Uncle —

Doc opened his own store on the 50% and MORE
court house square and both were every day!
doing good business. In 1924 1 Financing Available

sold my share in dad'’s store back Free Delivery Within 50 Miles

to him and ljoined with my cousin
George Terry and bought Uncle

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Areafor Over 30 Years

e Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
e 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
e Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Madlson Therapies
Manor < Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
e Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. « Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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Days of

Thefollowing was written in
1934 as part ofthe Federal Writ-
ers Project

I am a hundred and one years
old, ‘cause | was twenty-eight, go-
ing on twentynine, a man growed,
when the breaking-up came. I'm
pretty old, but my folks live that
way. My white marster, who was
the brother of my daddy, lived to
be a hundred and four. Al Carter,
my daddy, lived to be very ageable,
but | don’'t know when he died.

Back in Alabama, Mis’ Adeline
Carter took me, when | was past
my creepin’ days, to live in the big
house with the white folks. They
never hit me a lick nor slapped
me once, and they told me that
they would never sell me away
from them. They were the best
quality white folks, and they lived
In a big two-story house with a big
hall that ran all the way through
it.

There was a good fireplace for
cooking, and on Sundays the mis-
tress would give the niggers a pint
of flour and a chicken to cook a
mess of vittles for themselves.
Then, there was plenty ofgame for
them to find for themselves. Many
is the time when | killed seventy-
five or eighty squirrels out of one
bigbeech.

Our place was fifteen hundred
acres in one block, and besides
the crops of cotton, and corn we
raised in the bottoms, we raised

Slavery

vegetables and sheep and beef. |
couldn’t hardly eat fresh beef, but
mostly we dried beefon scaffolds
we built. | used to tend the beef
as we were drying it out. But best
of anything to eat | liked a big fat
coon, and | always liked honey.
Some of the slaves had little gar-
den patches they tended for then-
own use.

I used to tend to the nursing
thread. When the slave women
were confined with the babies
having to
suck and they
were too little
to take to the
fields, the
mammies
had to spin. |
would take
them thread
and bring it
back to the
house when it
was spun. If
they didn’t
spin seven or
eight cuts a
day, they
would get a
whupping. It
was consider-
able hard on
a woman,
when she had
a fretting
baby, but ev-
ery morning,
those babies

Cell 1337-7 1
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534-4225 ext.100

L0
hpibetty@bellsouth.net

had to be taken to the big house
so that the white folks could see
if they were dressed right. They
was considerable money tied up
in those little nigger young-uns.

When my marster and the
other mens on the place went off
to the War, he called me and said,
“Cato, you is always been a
‘sponsible man, and | leave you
to look after the womens and the
place. Ifl don't come back, | want
you to always stay by Miss Adeline

We thought, for alongtime, the
sojers had the Federals whupped
to pieces, but theywas plenty bad
times to go through.

415 Church St. Suite 101 < Huntsville, AL

For All Your Real
Estate Needs..

For All Your Property
Management Needs...

ol X
Hughes

www.hughes-properties.com
Betty Hughes, Owner

Betty Hughes, Broker


mailto:hpibetty@bellsouth.net
valleymls.com
http://www.hughes-properties.com

The young mens in the grey uniforms used to
pass so gay and singing in the big road. Their
clothes was good, and they looked so fine, and we
used to feed them the best we had on the place.
Mis' Adeline would say, “Cato, they is our boys,
and give them the best this place ‘fords.” We took
out the hams and the wine, and we Killed chick-
ens for them. That was at first.

Then, the boys and mens in the blue got to
coming that way, and they was fine-looking mens,
too, and Mis’' Adeline would cry, and she would
say, “Cato, they isjust mens and boys, and we got
to feed them.” We had a pavilion built in the yard,
like they had at picnics, and we fed the Federals
on that. Three times, the Federals said to me, “We
is going to take you with us.” Mis’' Adeline let into
crying and say to the Yankee gentlemen, “Don’t
take Cato. Most of my niggers has run away to the
North, and Cato is the only man | got by me now.
Ifyou take Cato. | just don't know what I will do.”

| tell them that so long as | live | got to stay by
Mis' Adeline, and that unless somebody forces me
away, | ain’t gwine to leave. | say, “l got no com-
plaints to make. | want to stay by Old Mis' till one
of us die.

My marster came back, and all the others
did, too, but he came back first. He was all wore
out and ragged. He stood on the front porch and
called all of us to the front yard. He said, “Mens
and womens, you are today as free as | am. You is
free to do as you like, ‘cause the damned Yankees
done ‘creed thatyou are. Go ifyou wants or stay if
you wants.”

Some of them stayed and some went. And
some that had run away to the North came back.

nawlins' style

? 815 Andrew Jackson Wdy
in Five Points
>Wew Orleans 463 miles away
Po Boys, just around the corner

We are known for great food, great
folks and great prices!

Tues. - Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday
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They always called real humble-like at the back gate
to Mis' Adeline, and she always fixed it up so that
they could have a place.

Near to the close of the War, | seen some ofthe
folks leaving for Texas. They said if the Federals
win the War, you have to live in Texas to keep the
slaves. So plenty ofthem started driftin’ their slaves
to the West. Theywould pass with the womens riding
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in the wagons and the mens on
foot. When some of them came
back, they said that it took three
weeks to walk the way. Some of
them took slaves to Texas, even
after the Federals done ‘creed a
breaking-up.

Longas | lived, | minded what
my white folks told me, but once.
They was a man working in the
fields, and he kept jerking the
mules, and my marster got mad,
and he gimme agun, and he told
me to go out there and Kill that
nigger. | said, “please don't tell me
to do that. | ain't never Killed any-
body, and | don'twant to.” He said,
“Cato, you do what I tell you.” And
he meant it. | went out to him and
| said, “You has got to leave this
minute, and | is, too, | cause | is
s’pose to kill you, only | ain't, and
marster will Kill me.” He dropped
the lines, and we ran and crawled
through the fence and ran away.

| hated to go ‘cause things was
so bad. Flour sold for twenty-five
dollars abarrel, and pickled pork
for fifteen dollars a barrel. You
couldn’'t buy nothing ‘lessn you
had gold. | had plenty of Confed-
erate money, only it don’t buy
nothing. But today, | am a old
man, and my hands ain't stained
with noblood, and | is always been
glad that | didn't kill that man.

WE BUY

SILVER DOLLARS

Any Amount
Top Prices Paid

534-3355

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

Lawn & Garden Supplies

Railroads Will Not Deliver Booze

from 1913 newspaper

The L & N Railroad Company has declined to deliver packages
ofany kind containing intoxicating liquors to businesses in Hunts-
ville. Orders from headquarters are to this effect: that no intoxi-
cating liquors shall be delivered by this road in “dry” states and
counties. So ifyou must have “booze,” supplies must be brought
to Huntsville by some other route than via the L & N Railroad. The
Southern Railway has had no instructions to discontinue the de-
livery of “fire water,” however and the Southern Express Com-
pany will continue to deliver the usual not to-exceed two gallons
for private use.

Several local businesses have been in the habit ofordering as
much as two gallons at a time to be delivered by the railroad.

The Webb liquor law, along with other measures is intended to
put a stop to the liquor traffic and while it may be a while yet
before the local option law may be seriously regarded by a certain
element, the time is near at hand when it will be one oftwo propo-
sitions, either stop selling “booze” or take the consequences, and
this community has about reached that stage of the game.

Need Someone
to talk to your Club?

Long time Huntsville native and regular
writer for Old Huntsville, Johnny Johnston will
be glad to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.

He is a highly regarded speaker whose
talks about Huntsville’s history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
at 256-656-9575

Sponsored by Old Huntsville Inc.

Ask about low

maintenance
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www.archadeck.com
Ranked as top Deck builderin the U.S, by Qualified Remodeler Magazine
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A Man of Honor

The Huntsville Cotton Mill was created by the efforts of
D.L. Love, a businessman from Mississippi. Traveling
throughout the Southeast, Love aroused interest in Hunts-
ville, found subscribers for common stock, and persuaded
the city to pass a ten year exemption on taxes.

As the cotton mill began to prosper, such was not the
case for its organizing genius, Love fell in love with the young
and beautiful Ada Johnson of Huntsville but, following the
demands of a busy travel schedule, did not press his suit in
time. The newspaper on September 21, 1881 announced
the marriage of Ada Johnson to Mr. John F. Lanier of Madi-
son County. The paper further commented: “The Huntsville
public was greatly surprised that Miss Ada, whose hand
had been sought by so many suitors, had at last succumbed
to Mr. Lanier’s offer of marriage.”

None was more surprised than Mr. Love, who, when
learning of the betrothal, lost his temper and sought to
avenge his loss by besmirching her character.

So foul were his accusations that the young husband
did what honorable young men of breeding were expected
to do in such cases. He went to Greenville, Mississippi and
killed Mr. Love.

Defended by Huntsville attorney Capt. Milton Humes,
young Lanier was completely exonerated. The judge an-
nounced from the bench, “It Is my opinion that he did just

man of honorwould do,
and | therefore dis-
charge the prisoner,
and bid him go hence
without delay.”

When you hear a man
say that poverty builds
character, chances are
you’'re listening to a
millionaire.
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- For Rent - five room cottage on East Clinton Street,
nicely furnished, garden in rear. Apply to Mrs. E. C.
Yarbrough
- Delsie Long, a young man from Marshall County,
was arrested in the Whitesburg precinct yesterday and
brought here tojail on awarrant charging bastardy.
- Lost - on the street between Walker Street and Hunts-
ville Bank & Trust, Co., a star and crescentgold scarfpin
with pearls. Gift from husband, now dead. Reward ifre-
turned to the Bank & Trust.
-1 propose to open a private school for boys at my
residence on East Holmes Street on Tuesday, the first
day of October, 1907.1 will teach whatever is necessary
for entrance into the Sophomore class in any college in
the state of Alabama. Baseball and football will be in my
curriculum, my fee is $5 per month per student, paid in
advance. Charles 0. Shepherd
- Sheriff William Mitchell is in correspondence with
various parties for the purpose of buying a pair of pet
deer for the county courtyards. They will make the yard .
look more attractive. The unsightly pathways will soon It S Eu ropean !
be obliterated as the sheriff has placed a number of signs 964 Airport Road + 8809920
up bordering the pavement forbid-
ding anyone from walking on the
grass. Whomever violates this rule

in the future will be promptly ar- SN id iael barney
rested and fined.
Lawn Care, LLC
Prof i I L C
FOR SALE for the Discriminating Owner
from 1901 newspaper 6 5 2 _ 07 34

Owingto r_nylll health I will Licensed & Insured
sell at my residence a pack of

coon hounds for any reason-
able offer.
They are of undaunted
courage and will keep a trail -
faithfully. To a man who does L I I F I a
not fear death in any form they y g g
would be a great boon. The
hounds are tempermental and
will attack man or beast ifnot S l ' P P LY

chained properly.

I will also throw in the A Complete Hardware Store Serving Your | gcated in the community
chains and a double barrel Household and Business Needs thatthel famo(lj,ls]:]erseycow,
. . Miss Lily, made famous over
shot gun which goes with 100 years ago!

them. | would rather sell them
to a nonresident. Apply at
newspaper office.

Ifyou're not sure, ask for Johnny Brewer!



Grady Reeves,
Johnny Cash,
Elvis and me

by Billy Joe Cooley

I was on my way home from
the Korean War, my soldiering
days far behind, when | stopped
off in Huntsville to visit my old
radio pal Grady Reeves. Itwas the
summer of 1954 and | was anx-
ious to get back to familiar
ground.

Grady had always called me
“Boondocks,” a reflection on my
rural raising, so | called him the
Cincinnati Flash, a throwback to
his hometown. | stopped by
WBHP where he was a record
spinner and a parttime show
promoter. They told me that he
had gone out to the Madison
County coliseum on Holmes Av-
enue. | went out there.

“Come on, Billy Joe, you can
help me with the show I've booked
in here,” he greeted.

The coliseum in those days
had no end walls, since itwas pri-

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Monday - Sunday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

marily used for cattle shows and
such.

“What kind of show have you
got promoted here?” | asked.

Grady explained that a Nash-
ville agent had called and said he
had a large bunch of traveling
musicians who needed a night's
work while passing through here
on their way to Tuscaloosa.

“The whole bunch will per-
form and it's only costing me
$600,” he said. “lI ought to make
agood profit.” | helped unfold and
set up chairs.

At about5 p.m. along Cadillac
limousine pulled up and about a
dozen people got out. A rack on
top ofthe car contained suitcases,
guitars and amplifiers. It looked
like aband ofgypsies. The car was
old, half covered with mud and
resembled something that had
traveled across a lot of plowed
fields in recent days.

The musicians and singers
were about my age, so we sat
around and gossipped for a couple
of hours, They were fascinated
with Grady'’s tales about his days

Washington
Square

Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 8am - 2pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street
704-5555
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as a sportscaster.

About an hour before
showtime the audience started
trickling in. Most were older
people. They paid $2 a person,
which was the going rate for a
concert in those days.

A few people showed up. Very
few.

Grady lost about $200 on the
show. Itwas the first the | had seen
a grown man whimper.

The show was excellent and it
was a shame that so few people
saw it.

When the show was over |
helped the gang get the stuff re-
packed atop that old limousine
and bade farewell to Johnny
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl
Perkins and Elvis Presley. Little
did we know that each was to be-
come a super star.

31 17 ‘J
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News From The Year 1920

Women Win Right To Vote Prohibtionis

An 81-year struggle ended qui-
etly this morning with the signing
ofa proclamation giving American
women the right to vote. No
women were present when Sec-
retary of State Bainbridge Colby
signed the papers certifying rati-
fication ofthe 19th Amendmentto
the United States Constitution.

While hailing this final step in
the long fight, leaders of the Na-
tional Woman’s Party protested
their exclusion from the ceremony,
held at Colby’'s home in Washing-
ton. “This was quite tragic,” said
Mrs. Abby Scott Baker, a leader in
the suffrage drive.

Many leaders ofthe movement
had been on watch all night, await-
ing arrival ofa document certifying
that Tennessee had ratified the
amendment two days ago, thus
meeting the required number of
states needed for ratification.

Agitation for suffrage in
America dates back to 1839 when
Lucretia Mott was denied a seat
with her husband at a slavery con-
ference in London. However, itwas
not until many years later that
r
I
I

Susan B. Anthony persuaded a
member of Congress to introduce
a proposed constitutional amend-
ment for suffrage. Blocked for
years, the amendment was ap-
proved by Congress and sent to
the states.

Some states have allowed
women to vote within their bor-
ders for years. Wyoming, with its
tradition of strong pioneer
women, was the first state in the
nation to do so, in 1869.

Today'’s victory puts American
women ahead o( their British sis-
ters, who, despite years of militant
struggle, have not yet established
universal suffrage.

After the world war broke out,
British suffragettes devoted their
time to the war effort. Recently,
they won a limited franchise, and
Lady Astor was elected to Parlia-
ment, butthey are still working for
full voting equality with men. The
first countries to grant women
suffrage were in Scandinavia. In
1906, women in Finland won the
right to vote, and in 1913 the
women of Norway.
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the Law

As of today beer, wine and li-
quor have been officially banned
by the 18th Amendment. It will
be enforced by the National
Prohibition or Volstead Act and
is nothing new to those 25 states
which have already passed their
own Prohibition laws. By tomor-
row persons who have stored li-
quor “for personal use only” in
warehouses elsewhere must have
it moved to their own residence.
New York Aiderman LaGuardia
is skeptical about the law saying
that it will take 250,000 police to
enforce it in that city alone.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Water Extractions

13 Years Experience

533-9540



Scandal

Baseball

Major league baseball has
been shaken to its foundations by
the indictment of eight Chicago
White Sox players on charges that
they had conspired with gamblers
to fix the 1919 World Series.

Those indicted were
“Shoeless” Joe Jackson, left
fielder; Eddie Cicotte, star
pitcher; Hap Felsch, center fielder;
Swede Risberg, shortstop; Buck
Weaver, third baseman; Arnold
Gandil, former first baseman;
Lefty Williams, pitcher; and Fred
McMullin, utility player.

The indictments were based
on evidence obtained for the Cook
County grand jury by Charles A.
Comiskey, owner of the White
Sox, who immediately suspended
the seven players still with the
team. Ifconvicted, they face up to
five years in prison. Grand jury
officials reveal that Cicotte and
Jackson have confessed to their
part in the fix. Cicotte admits re-
ceiving $ 10,000 for throwing two
games and Jackson says he re-
ceived $3,000 of $20,000 prom-
ised by the gamblers.

On his way out of court re-

Hlts cently, Jackson met up with a

young fan with tears in his eyes,
who cried, “Say it ain't so, Joe.”
Butitis.

Babe Ruth Sold
To Yankees

George Herman “Babe”
Ruth, a pitcher who is the best
home-run hitter in baseball,
has been sold by the Red Sox
to the New York Yankees for
$125,000, the largest sum
ever paid for a player. Ruth,
who hit 29 home runs last
season, had asked for a
$10,000 salary increase to
$20,000 ayear.

Maple Hill gets
Stone Fence

At long last Maple Hill
Cemetery has been enclosed.
Donations from the public
amounting to over $1,250 were
raised to pay the cost ofthe stone
wall surrounding the cemetery.
City and County officials provided
labor for the project as well as the
truck used to haul the stones from
the base of Monte Sano.

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Coming soon! Tropicals and bedding plants,
along with the best variety of vegetable plants

Onion sets & seed taters, cabbage, lettuce plants still available!

(256) 539-9257
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Hours 8-6 Mon
Sat 85 Sun

Local Honey from Bobby Fanning now available

Old Huntsville Page 33
wWhite’s
Refrigeration

Air Conditioning
& Heating

Since 1956
Family Owned & Operated

Free Equipment Estimates

Commercial & Residential

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
State Certified

First Factory Authorized Carrier
Dealer In Madison County

837-6510

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801



Old Huntsville Page 34

Where Did
They Go~?

by Johnny Johnston

Last Monday | was driving
over to my regular Monday morn-
ing breakfast with my high school
friends when | thought about the
Keel Cafe. It sat near the Railroad
tracks on Meridian Street and
was extremely small. Keel’s sold
hot dogs or hamburgers 2 for a
nickel. | remember in the late 40’s
the pictures and signs on the side
ofthe building proclaiming “Ham-
burgers - 5 cents!” Inflation! |
drove over to the spot and sure
enough, the concrete slab is still
there. | wonder how many busi-
nesses including the Keel Cafe and
the Little Store have been closed
in Huntsville? Like grains ofsand
on a beach we keep adding to the
closed business file.

On that same trip | drove by
the former “Smith Pontiac Com-
pany” on Meridian St. Sam Smith
was a character, he called it like it
was. If it was a snake he said
snake, notjust a pet. | used to visit
Sam Smith Pontiac often, espe-

Smith’s attention he said ‘Johnny
I didn't sell that car to you, you
just came in here and bought it
and l ain'tgonna fix it.”

Some businesses we should
be so happy have closed. Many
years ago, before the expansion of
sewer lines, most of the city was
covered with septic tanks, cess-
pools and the like. My father, John
E Johnston, was in the plumbing
business back in those days. All
field lines, holding tanks, every-
thing having to do with plumbing
was dug by hand. If that were so
now, you couldn't afford the labor
charges to dispose ofyour human
waste.

That brings me to the busi-
ness which we should be happy
is gone.

Let me be sensitive! | carried

We can simplify your life
by consolidating all your insurance and
financial planning under the umbrella of the
J. Smith Lanier & Co. family ofworld
respected carriers. One company for all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesn't that sound good?

cially to drool over the new mod-
els when | was a teenager. | re-
member a good friend of mine
who ordered a new white Pontiac
Chief and sure enough, | saw it
on the truck before my friend did.
Sam ventured into other makes
of automobiles called the
Vauxhaul. The Vauxhaul was
manufactured in England and
imported into the US when eco-
nomic competition was needed to
combat Japan’s imports. Nothing
special about the car except itwas
very small, got fair gas car mile-
age and was pure- unadulterated
Lemon. Yep! | bought one, traded
a perfectly good Pontiac for it.
When it began falling apart | was
afrequent guest of Smith Pontiac.
When | was able to finally get Sam

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Call for an analysis or quote.

206 Exchange Place ¢ EO. Box 6087 « Huntsville, AL 35824 « 256-890-9000
© 1999 EHA



papers on route number one of the Hunts-
ville Times which started at the Old First
National Bank, went down Fountain Row, out
to the Hospital and covered most all of the
slum called "Baxter Bottoms:” (long disap-
peared from the history of Huntsville). The
point is: | was several hours pedaling my
bicycle along this long route. The downtown
area of Huntsville pretty much closed down
at around 5pm or so. Now getting back to
human waste. We had agentleman in Hunts-
ville who made his living with an old truck
which had a tank mounted on the back; it
held several hundred gallons offluid. When
your septic tank over-flowed, he was the per-
son to call. He would make a visit, pump
the contents from your tank into his truck
and be on his way. After a busy day, when
the town traffic had slowed down, he could
be seen at the bridge on Clinton St. and guess
what he was doing.

Grady Reeves used to say “Good Morn-
ing from WBHP radio on the beautiful banks
ofthe (slight pause) Pinhook Creek in Hunts-
ville.” Now you know why Pinhook Creek
was called something else by the old tim-
ers.

That is correct, believe it or not. The
gentleman in the septic cleaning business
pulled his truck onto the Pinhook Creek
Bridge justbeside Meadow Gold Dairies and
dumped his load into the Pinhook Creek. |
personally witnessed that operation many
times.

Speaking ofthe paper route. About half-
way down Oak at number 508 (now Foun-
tain Row) was Lucy Hice Grocery. A tiny little
building maybe ten feet wide and 40 feet
long. | couldn't wait to get there on a hot day.
Mrs. Hice always had a kind word for me.
She kept an ice water filled soft drink box
with the coldest drinks in town. | would
choose a Nehi Grape, or maybe a Double
Cola, find a nickel from my paper collec-
tions to pay for it then pause for a few min-
utesjust cooling down and passing the time
of day. She was a tough-talking lady with a
soft heart who maintained current informa-
tion on local civic and government activities.
Maybe that’s where | got my first interest in
these subjects. She kept a loaded gun just
under the counter and claimed to have used
it several times. Just past Lucy Hice Gro-
cerywas the Royal Funeral Home, which was
always so very clean and well organized. Mr.
Hundley owned the business and what a
neat and friendly person he was. | was in
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there a few times to collect, when someone could be seen
laying in a casket. | tried to avoid the crowds during funeral
time.

At that intersection, reconstruction began in 1951 of
Council Court housing project. Removed from the areawas
the deprived and delapidated area called Baxter Bottoms.
Baxter Bottoms was a neighborhood ofdirt roads and half
streets, in many areas open toilets still stood years after
parts of Huntsville had been modernized. Open brothels
and bars located in homes were normal. Then there were
also the neat kept homes with clean yards and people who
really cared about themselves. How I delivered and collected
fees for the Huntsville Times without getting hurt at
thirteen and fourteen years old was a blessing.

Just beyond the
Royal Funeral Home
was a vacant lot where
a tent was often pitched
for a revival. This oc-
curred in the summer
time. | remember one
such revival was very
popular in town when
Little Richard, the singer,
was speaking. Crowds

were intense during that any one regularly

time. Rightin the middle priced item
of Baxter Bottoms sit- 900 Bob Wallace Ave. * Suite 105
ting under a giant oak 256-551-0643

Look younger
than your daughter!

NutrimincC’ RE9
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tree was the local hang out, gro-
cery store and community activ-
ity building. For the life of me |
can't find the name of that store
or the man who ran it. Several
times | was propositioned by la-
dies of the brothel (scared me to
death) or someone with a knife
who wanted money. | learned to
ride that bike faster than anyone
and never got caught or hurtby a
robber.

One of the largest or maybe
the largest Pest Control Company
in the world is Cook’s Pest Con-
trol centered in Decatur, Ala-
bama. Mr. John L. Cook started
the company in Decatur in 1928.
The second store was begun in
Huntsville in 1952, just two years
after John R. Cook took over the
business when his father died in
1950. The store in Huntsville was
located at 106 South Gallatin
Street. Florence was next to open
in 1955. Cook’s is now located in
over 20 locations in Alabama, and
other Southern states.

There was a time during the
hot summer when the ice truck
always looked especially refresh-
ing. | remember stopping in the
middle of a “Roily Polly” game to
rake slivers ofice from the truck.
The driver would use his huge
tongs and carried the 25 Ib. block
of ice into our kitchen. The ice-
box sat over across from the cook
stove and had a drip pan under
it. We took turns dumping the drip
pan during the day. The ice was
paid for when it was dropped off
along with other door collections
during the time.

Milk was not delivered to Lin-
coln, at least | don’'t remember
that. However when we moved to
West Huntsville in 1949, we got
Meadow Gold milk delivered to
our house. Such was the big time!

Holsum Bread was a home
delivery. It seems that whenever
a new business wanted to market
Huntsville in those days, they
would simply deliver the product
to your home. That was a great
way to market locally and main-

tain loyalty. | am sure there were
peddlers who came around with
their converted school buses full
ofgrocery products and live chick-
ens. The last one | saw was about
35 years ago in Baker’'s Cross
Roads in Tennessee.

Barely anyone used checks to
pay for such things. Mom would
set aside 25 cents a week to pay
the insurance policy. That would
bury anyone in our family who
might happen to die during the
time. | don’t believe there were any
insurance policies at our house
other than burial.

Then came the “Blanket Man.”
Every two weeks, you could set

your calendar by him; the old T-
Model Ford could be heard com-
ing over the hill on Maple St.
There was no mistaking the
sound ofa T-Model. | like the lop-
ing sound of a Harley Davidson
Motorcycle too. The T-Model was
also a sound like no other. The
car would stop in front of the
house and this salesman with a
black suit, black hat and shiny
shoes would depart and just walk
up to sit down on the front porch.
He would ask if the “lady of the
house was in” and just sit there.
Mom usually came out and Joined
him for a pleasant conversation
about everything from the
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weather to politics, then he even-
tually got around to showing her
blankets he had for sale. How a
person could spend so much time
trying to sell a blanket, | don't
know. During all the years he
came around, Mother may have
bought one blanket.

It has been a lifetime since |
picked up the telephone and
someone said, “Number, please!”
I remember that so well. Sitting
above T. T. Terry’s dry good store
on the southside of the Madison
County Courthouse was a switch-
board with 8 to 10 positions. Each
position had dozens ofwires and
plugs and each operator had a
very early-styled headset. Herjob
was to answer each ring by plug-
ging one end of the cord into the
caller’s line and the other end into
the switchboard at a location,
which gave the caller the proper
connection. Itwas very strange by

today’s standards but sure was
personal. Most people who talked
a lot learned the operator’s voice
and name. It was not electronic
like it is today. Would you like to
know the first telephone owner in
Huntsville? Good Year Shoe Store
on Jefferson St. had telephone
number 1. The Police Station was
number 303. The saying was
“Don’t cuss - call us 303.”

John Higdon started the
Huntsville News. The first time |
met John was when he was
Station Manager for Capital
Airways. He also started Channel
31, on Monte Sano Mountain. |
liked the Huntsville News. | liked
Lee Woodward. The greatest item
in the Huntsville News was a col-
umn by Lewis Grizzard. An airline
flight flying into Lexington, Ky.
landed at Frankfort, Ky. instead
and I'll never forget the remarks
by Grizzard. He said “l can’'t imag-
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ine how he got lost, everybody
knows you just go to K-Mart and
turn left.” Mr. Grizzard and Mr.
Woodward have both passed on
now. We no longer have the ben-
efit of their talents.

Another sound no longer
heard in the city of Huntsville: the
whir and whine of a sawmill.
Bartee Lumber Company on the
east end of Ward Avenue was a
place | enjoyed. The Bartee fam-
ily were longtime neighbors and
friends of my mother’s family re-
sulting in our visits to the mill on
numerous occasions. When we
were kids, afavorite place was the
sawdust pile which was very high.
We could climb to the top and
slide down.

We would even go there on our
bicycles to play. On occasion we
began to spread the sawdust too
far from the pile and would be
chastised by the manager. The
last time | saw Michael Christian
was such an occasion. Michael’s
family was leaving the next day for
the winter in Michigan where his
father worked. We had a good
time that day. Michael’s name is
well known now since Senator
John McCain spent POW time
with him in the Vietnam War.

“The only time my prayers are
never answered is on the
golf course.”

Billy Graham

General Lawn Care
Landscaping

Window Cleaning
Mowing & Trimming - Pressure Washing

Bank
Night

by Walt Terry

“Bank Night at the Lyric
Theater back in the bleak days of
the Great Depression offered
chances of sudden riches - as
much as $100 - to a very lucky
ticket holder.

For the brief time that these
events were held, my parents sel-
dom missed one. Usually, I'd go
along with them even if it meant
I'd have to suffer through Shirley
Temple’s “Good Ship Lollipop” or
Jennette McDonald and Nelson
Eddy swapping halitosis in a mu-
sical.

I remember one event with
clarity. There was the usual
packed house on a night in late
spring, or early summer in 1934.
There came a sudden swishing
sound, accompanied by two big
puffs of “smoke” on each side of
the stage. Someone yelled “FIRE!"
and the crowd exploded into in-
stant panic. My good mother, a
school teacher to the very end,
stood up on her seat calling out,
“Stay Calm! Leave in orderly fash-

ion!”

With the cringing, self-con-
sciousness of a typical thirteen-
year old, | felt more embarrass-
ment than fear, especiallywhen it
turned out to be afalse alarm. The
swishing sound and the “smoke”
came from the initial start-up of
two big ventilating fans. The
“smoke” was just dust that had
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collected in the ductwork.

And there was my mother,
standing tall in her seat and yell-
ing for all to be calm -1 felt like
crawling under my own seat.

Itwasn’t until some years later
that | became mature enough to
appreciate her levelheaded and
responsible behavior.

- Thomas C. Barlettis rapidly
improving on the airy and health-
ful altitudes of Monte Sano after
being bit by a rattlesnake last
week while fetching water..

- Nine of Mr. J. R. Stegall’s fine
hogs were impounded this week
under the vagrant hog law. Mr.
Stegall states that on Saturday
night his hogs were closely put up
in his lot and on Sunday morning
had escaped through the removal
of a plank that had beenr prized
offby some person. He claims that

the Ordinance does not apply
where the owner of hogs does not
intentionally permit them to run
at large and has requested the
hogs from Justice R. W. Figg for
the purpose of testing the ques-
tion.

- Catch the thief - Stolen last
Thursday night from Thomas
Gore ablack horse mule. A reward
of ten dollars will be paid for the
return of said mule and ten dol-
lars for the apprehension of the
thief.

- A Washerwoman jailed -
Matilda Cox, a colored woman,
was arrested Thursday on a war-
rant from Judge Richardson for
larceny. It is charged that she re-
ceived clothes to wash, and sold
instead ofreturning them.

“For sale, the Most Romantic
Love songs of the ‘50's,
including “16 Tons” by
Tennessee Ernie Ford.”

Seen in recent “For Sale” ads
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The First
Time

by Collins (CE) Wynn

Ok, ok, settle down - this is not
what you think.

This has to do with a truly
grand event, which occurred late
on a fall afternoon in downtown
Huntsville around 1958 or so. My
friend Walt Thomas and | were
walking south on Jefferson Street
and had just turned east on North
Courthouse Square (Randolph
Street?) when we spotted a most
wondrous thing behind the glass
window of a furniture store lo-
cated on that corner.

Itwas a color television. Since
it was twilight out and the lights
in the store were darkened be-
cause it was closed, the visual ef-
fect was immediate and vivid. A
blaze of colors was coming out of
a television set - emerald green
grass, red and white uniforms, etc.
Better still, it was the broadcast
of a baseball game but | don’t re-
member the teams. | am certain
we had heard of color television
before but that was the first time
either of us had ever seen one.
Even now it is difficult finding the
words to describe our reaction. It
was absolutely stunning and to-
tally unexpected (“Oh, wow, Man -
look at that) along with other
expletives, | am sure).

Because itwas behind a large

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes.

glass window and the store was
closed, there was no sound. Walt
and | stood there anyway trans-
fixed for a half-hour or so, mes-
merized by the ebb and flow ofthe
lights and colors.

My Dad bought our family a
black and white television in 1954
or so and it was the first in our
neighborhood. Every Saturday
morning our house would fill up
with kids from what seemed like
miles around. | recall the cartoons
and kids shows started early and
went to noon or so. At the time, ifl
recall correctly, there were no lo-
cal stations and we had to rely on
stations in Birmingham and Nash-
ville. It seems that CBS was the
industry leader at the time and the
shows we watched were mostly
westerns along with some Walt
Disney and Disneyland. (I can still
play the Disneyland theme songin
my mind). Davwvy, Davvvwy
Crockett - King of the Wild Fron-
tier, was a favorite as well.

After getting to the 5th or 6th
grade, my
hooligan
friends
and | de-
veloped
Z:Sr:(;s Iii * Gutters

*
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needs through two shows - The
Three Stooges and Shock The-
ater. Without knowing specifically,
I am reasonably certain that we
saw every Three Stooges short
ever made. We were watching
them constantly and Mike Smith
was particularly adept mimicking
them (nyuk, nyuk, nyuk), - he had
Curly down cold. | read once
where Curly made 97 shorts so
the others must have made over
a hundred since Curly died young
(48). Moe, Larry, and Curly were
originals who have never been re-
placed - to me the only current act
that comes anywhere near them
is the cast of Mad TV Speaking of
Mad TV, what about Mad and
Cracked Comics (Spy Vs Spy, etc.)
- we all thought these magazines
were the most urbane and witty
ever printed - but that is a story
for another day.

Even years later in high school
I distinctly recall watching shows
from Nashville in addition to our
then local stations. There were 2
shows that came on late Saturday
night - live studio wrestling fol-
lowed by a local live talent music
show. The only music act | re-
member was a guy billed as
Ironing Board Sam - he was an
R&B guy who sang and played a
portable keyboard - the guy was
wild. | wonder if he ever made it
to the big time.

By the time of the 11th grade
or so, cable was becoming a hot
commodity and was the next
great leap in television. After that
the changes in television came

"Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get

rapidly and show no signs of slow-
ing down. With the advent of cell
phones with cameras and screens
we are on the verge of seeing the
famous Dick Tracy video watch
become a reality - it's now Just a
matter of putting awatchband on
a cell phone.

The
Well Digger

from 1907 Huntsville paper

Patrick Hughes took a con-
tract last week to dig awell. After
he had dug down about twenty
feet down it caved in and filled
nearly to the top. Patrick looked
cautiously around, and upon see-
ing no one, took off his coat and
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hat and hung them in awindlass,
then crawled underneath some
dense bushes to await events.

In a short time the citizens dis-
covered that the well had filled in,
and spotting Patrick’s coat and hat
on the windlass, supposed he was
at the bottom. With great shout-
ing and energy, and a few hours
ofbrisk digging, they had cleared
the loose earth from the well.
When they got to the bottom and
saw no body, Patrick emerged
from the bushes.

He good-naturedly thanked
them for relieving him ofa sorry
job. Some ofthe tired diggers were
disgusted, but the joke on them
was too good to allow anything
but a hearty laugh, and some gin
and sugar which soon followed.

Let’'s hope he never really has
an accident.
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A Visit
With
Tallulah

by Dex Nilsson

Some call Tallulah Bankhead
‘Alabama’s greatest actress.” Her
biographies tell that she was born
here in Huntsville, and they tell
that she left town as an infant.
They don't mention that she ever
returned. But she did — for one
night.

Here’s the story of that visit.

Tallulah Bankhead’s father
was William Brockman
Bankhead, a Huntsville lawyer. He
would become a U.S. Congress-
man, the Democratic Majority
Leader and eventually Speaker of
the House. Her mother was the
former Adalaide Sledge. Will and
Ada, as they were known, had a
daughter, Eugenia, in 1901.
Tallulah was born almost exactly
ayear later, in 1902. She was born
in the family’s apartment on the
second floor ofwhat is now the I.
Schiffman Building on the south-
east side of Courthouse Square.
Ada, just past 21 years old, got
an abdominal infection and died
within the month. Infant Tallulah
was bundled off to relatives in
Fayette.

Tallulah went on to have a
fabulous career on stage, screen,
radio, and television. She also led
alife of sexual liaisons, drugs, and
alcohol that pushed the bound-
aries ofthe social and moral con-
ventions ofthe time. By the 1960s

“Don’'t wrestle with pigs:
You’'ll get all muddy and the
pigs will love it.”

Old-fashioned Country
Wisdom

the career was ending. In 1962
Tallulah toured with Estelle
Winwood in Here Today. Late in
1963 she would be offered the
starring role in Tennessee Will-
iams’ The Milk Train Doesn’t
Stop Here Anymore that would
mark her last on-stage appear-
ance. In between these two plays,
she was invited to Redstone Ar-
senal to dedicate a building.

The building would be part of
the Ordnance Guided Missile
School (OGMS). It was to be
named both for her father and for
her uncle, Sen. John H.
Bankhead. So itwas that Tallulah
returned to Huntsville on May
17,1963.

My wife, Nancy, was founder
ofthe Huntsville Little Theater and
served several times as its presi-
dent. On behalf of the local the-
ater, she got two dozen roses and
went to greet Tallulah at the air-

port.

There was a small greeting
party at the airport, headed by
Col. W.J. Macpherson, comman-
dant of OGMS, and mayor R. B.
“Spec” Searcy. Mayor Searcy had
one dozen roses for Tallulah. The
mayor diplomatically suggested
that maybe Nancy wait and give
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her larger bouquet to the actress
in the lobby ofthe Russel Erskine
Hotel, where the actress would
stay.

Nancy, along with the Hunts-
ville Times theater critic Alan
Moore, left quickly to get to the
hotel before Tallulah. Tallulah
soon arrived, with escort, best de-
scribed as a very pretty young
man named Skip. He was actu-
ally Mobile-born dancer and
choreographer, William Skipper.
Tallulah had surrounded herself
with such men, called her “cad-
dies.” She had met Skip in 1939,
when he was just starting as a
dancer and worked part time for
a New York photographer who
had him deliver her pictures.

In the lobby Nancy and Alan
greeted her. She said, “Oh
dahlings, I'm so tired. Come on
up.”

In one ofthe hotel's best suites
on its highestfloor, they all settled
into comfortable chairs. The ho-
tel had arranged for champagne.

Kildare s

(also known as McCormick's Castle)

Beautiful Queen Anne Style home built by
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. O’Shaughnessy.
Listed on the National Register ofHistoric Places

Tallulah said, “You people drink
that. Do you suppose they have
any bourbon?” Huntsville wasn't
completely dry, but the lone ABC
store had apparently closed.
Nancy, however, was a teacher at
Lee High School, and one of her
students was a bell boy at the ho-
tel. Nancy called him, handed him
some money, and whispered to go
find some bourbon. The enter-
prisingyoung lad returned injust
a few minutes with a fifth of Old
Grandad, no questions asked.
Tallulah was pleased. And this is
how Nancy and Alan were able to
spend much ofthe afternoon with
one of the world’s greatest ac-
tresses.

What interested Tallulah most
was that she could see the old
courthouse and the edge of the
Schiffman Building from one of
the windows, and thus Nancy was
able to point out to her where she
was born. When another visitor
came to the door, Tallulah said,
“Come in, dahling. Nancy hasjust
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been showing me where | was
born - behind that capital dome.”

That evening there was a big
dinner - actually the Armed Forces
Day banquet - at one of the Holi-
day Inns on South Parkway.
Tallulah asked ifNancy and Alan
would be there, but they hadn't
been invited. Tallulah said,
“Dahlings, you are now. You must
come. | know no one else in this
city.”

Word soon got around the city
about Tallulah’s presence, and at
the motel lots of folks were on
hand to see the famous actress
arrive. Ropes cordoned offawalk-
way into the hotel, and people
were standing six deep. Nancy
and Alan ungraciously fought
their way to the front. As Tallulah
entered, she waved to them and
said, “Come, follow me.”

Inside, Tallulah, of course,
had to sit at a special speaker’s
table, and Nancy, Alan, and Skip
sat below. After the meal, Maj.
Gen. Frank Britton was the fea-
tured speaker. Everyone hoped
Tallulah would make a speech
too. Butlots ofbourbon had taken
its effect, and Tallulah was barely
able to stand, wave her arm, and
say, “Dahlings, I love you all.” She
plopped back into her chair. Skip
whispered, “l think I'd better go
rescue her.”

Alan Moore wrote a fine article
(“Tallulah Hits Town With Bang”)
about Tallulah for the Times. The
next day, the Arsenal dedication
went off without a problem. Im-
mediately after, Tallulah returned
to New York.

Tallulah died five years later,
in 1968.

The Bankhead building at the
Arsenal still stands. It's in the
school area on the street that rims
directly behind what is now
OMEMS headquarters.

Dex Nilsson ts the author of
“Why is it Named That?” The
book tells the stories behind 250
place names in Huntsville and
Madison County. Available at
Shavers Book Store.

Traffic Lights
Installed
Downtown

from 1925 newspaper

Huntsville: In a highly con-
troversial move, the city of Hunts-
ville has installed traffic lights at
the corners of Jefferson and Clin-
ton, Holmes and Washington,
Washington and Clinton and
Randolph, Greene and Holmes.

Merchants are outraged at the
novel experiment and have vowed
to form a coalition to remove
them. Their anger comes from the
fear that drivers will spend less
time looking at the window dis-
plays ofthe various stores.

A citizens group hasjoined in
the merchants protest claiming
that red and green lights will be
confusing to everyone.

Among the various proposals
the city considered before decid-
ing on the lights were whistles,
electric gates and crossing police.

The majority ofpeople seemed
to be in favor of crossing police
but the cost was deemed to be
prohibitive for Huntsville, acity al-
ready deeply in debt.

The first accident was re-
ported yesterday while the lights
were still being installed. Mr.
Orville Roberts of New Hope lost
control of his car and ran into the
ladder ofaworkman installing the
light on Clinton and Jefferson.

It is hoped the novel experi-
ment will cut down the accidents
that seem to occur on a daily ba-
sis.

“Free case of pork & beans
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home.”

Ad seen local paper
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Dear Brother

The following letter was apparently
written in 1898 by James Dooley. A
special thanks to Margaret Foster for
allowing us to print it.

Dear brother,

I hope these words find you doing well.
We finally got our uniforms and we left on
the 18th last for Huntsville, Alabama where
we are now. We are camped behind a big
house and the men say it used to belongto a
governor.

So far there ain’t much to do in camp
cause we don’'t have no guns yet. All we do
now is march, sleep and do nothing. Jim H.,
is here with me and he gotin a spite oftrouble
for fighting with some Indiana boys. He got
extraguard duty but it don’t bother him none.

There is a lot of meanness here with the
soldiers fighting and drinking all the time.
One of the saloons tried not to sell the men
drink so the boys tore the place up good.
John G., got cut up bad but nothing too bad.

There is agood many negro soldiers here
but they are camped some place else. They
are a sight to see when they go strutting
around town but the people here can't say
nothing. No one wants to fight with them for
they are fierce fighters and all carry knifes.

The men say we are not going to be here
long and then we will go to Cuba. They can
have it as far as | know. Ifl had known what
this army life was | would have stayed home.
I am supposed to be on feed detail but have
eluded it every day. When they leave | go back
to my tent and play checkers with the men.

There are some fair women here but they

We Specialize in Historic Homes

Old Huntsville Page 45

are sassy with all their fine ways and act like they are too
good for common men. Jim H., tried to meet one but she
wouldn’t have it. The men here are not bad but they charge
two times for everything and won’t give you the time ofday
unless you pay for it.

There is a fancy house here but they charge too much
so a common soldier can’t afford them. About the only
people who go there are officers and they have plenty of
money. There is nothing else going on in Alabama to write
about so brother | will close for now.

Your affectionate brother down in Dixie,

James D.

Pine Crest Estate
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He Told The Truth

from 1885 newspaper

Mr. Bacon of Huntsville was courting a lady in Hartselle.
She had refused him frequently and he often repeated his
suit. At one interview she became exceedingly annoyed at
his impunity, and told him that she could not marry him;
that their tastes, opinions, likes and dislikes were totally
different.

“In fact,” she said, “Mr. Bacon | don’t think there is one
subject on earth upon which we would agree.” “l assure
you, madam,” he said, ‘that you are mistaken and | can
prove it.” “If you can mention one thing about which we
agree | will marry you,” she returned.

“Well,” said he. “I will do it. Suppose, now, you and I
were traveling together. We arrive at a hotel, and there only
two beds for us. In one there is a man and the other awoman;
which bed would you select to sleep in?”

She arose indignantly and replied, “With the woman, of
course, sir!”

“Well, there you are,” grinning from ear to ear he re-
plied, “So would 1"

PRIHIIHG FOR 010 HUHKVIILF BV

Little Loved Long?

A tall Eastern girl, named Short,
for along time loved a certain Mr. Little,
who was big. Mr. Little thought little of
Short, but loved a little lass named
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rong HARMONY-
To make a long story short, Little -

proposed to Long, and Short longed
to be even with Long’s shortcomings.
So Short, meeting Long, threatened to
marry Little before Long, which caused
Little, in a shorttime, to marry Long.

Query: Did tall Short love big Little
less, because Little loved Long?
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Mrs. Gilbert

and Helen

by Bill Miller

My story begins in 1948. This
is when | first met two of
Huntsville’s most memorable
citizens, Mrs. Gilbert and her
daughter, Helen.

I had run an ad in the local
newspaper to sell my car, a 1947
DeSoto. Mrs. Gilbert answered
the ad and asked that they be
picked up early Sunday evening
for atest drive. That afternoon my
wife and | drove them throughout
Huntsville and much of the
County. As we finally got near
their home | asked Helen if she
would like to drive and get a feel
of the car. She said yes. Within a
short distance | realized she was
not an experienced driver. She
made it into the driveway but only
after side-swiping the shrubbery
beside it. As they got out of the
car, Mrs. Gilbert remarked that it
was a nice car and Helen an-
swered, itsure is and | would like
for us to own it. Mrs. Gilbert said
they would call Monday afternoon

A man in Hazard, Ky.
divorced his wife because
she “beat him whenever he
removed onions from his
hamburger without asking for
permission.”

and give me their decision. Mon-
day morning | went by Bentley
Oldsmobile where Monroe Will-
iams was a salesman. Monroe
had promised to help me sell the
car so | told him about the pros-
pect | had. He began to laugh un-
controllably, picked up the phone
and started calling his friends and
telling them that Mrs. Gilbert and
Helen had landed another sucker.
Needless to say, everyone who
knew them and me enjoyed my
misery. | was thankful when
another poor soul took my place.

As the years passed and |
reminisced with friends about the
Gilbert women, other stories of
their antics were told.

Mr. Cecil Hicks told me that
he had put a lot of extra miles on
his car going the longway to town
just to keep from passing by their
home. One time they approached
his car at a traffic light. Seeing

them coming, he locked his doors
just as Helen was trying to open
one. Mrs. Gilbert began hollering
and making gestures. Finally, as
the light changed, Mrs. Gilbert
told Helen to let him go, because
he was deafand dumb.

Mr. Hicks' son, also named
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Cecil, says he had known ofthem
to go shopping at the Hill’'s gro-
cery store. After the groceries had
been bagged, the two women
would go to the parking lot, look
for a car that was not locked, put
their groceries in, then sit in the
car and wait for the owner to
come out. They would then direct
the car’s owner to take them
home. There were times that they
had additional stops to make be-
fore going home and the luckless
driver, not sure what else to do,
chauffeured them on their
errands.

Another victim ofthe Gilbert's
was the Roper family who had a
number of problems with them
getting in their delivery trucks. On
one occasion a driver’s delivery
took a couple of hours. When
questioned he told them that he
had to take Mrs. Gilbertand Helen

‘Solomon, one of David’s sons,
had 300 wives and 700
porcupines.”

Seen on local Youth Bible test,
written by an 9-year old
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around to various places before
they would get out. It was a real
challenge not to get caught.

Yet another story was told by
Monroe Williams. We had a
scheme to set up the Locke broth-
ers who were operating a Gulfser-
vice station that was located
where the Medical Arts Pharmacy
is now. The Locke’s were known
for their first class service at the
station as well as on the road, and
deliveries.

Monroe got a woman to call
the station and identify herselfas
Mrs. Gilbert and ask for one gal-
lon ofgas for her lawn mower. She
told them that they were in a back
room and might not hear a knock
so it would probably be best to
kick the door to ensure that they
heard him. One ofthe brothers got
a gallon of gas and went to the
door. First he knocked, then after
a shortwait he decided to kick the
door as instructed. As he was
making a second kick, Mrs. Gil-
bert opened the door, started
cussing, and charged at him. He
ran backwards, fell offthe porch
into the shrubbery losing the gas
can, ran to his truck and back to

the station. It wasn’'t long until
Monroe showed up laughing. He
had been hidingin the shrubbery
next door watching and listening.
After things settled down and the
laughing slowed there was a
promise to get even.

If there are others out there
with stories of Mrs. Gilbert and
Helen | would sure like to hear, or
read, about them.
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landmarks.

Also available for brunches,
showers and other events
7 days a week.
Contact Barbara Lauster,
Director, for more information
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A Child Goes To War

The author John M. Doyle
was thirteen years old at the
beginning of the Civil War and
his memoirs provide a rare
glimpse into war-time Huntsville
as seen by a young boy.

In 1860 war clouds were
looming and men began gather-
ing everywhere for the conflict.
New companies were formed and
being drilled on the muster
grounds, and the boys were tak-
ing up military tactics and drill-
ing with wooden guns and
swords. | was elected captain of
one of the boy companies, and
when the first company of soldiers
was about to leave for the seat of
war, | marched my little company
about a mile from town to a deep
cutin the railroad and hoisted my
confederate flag to cheer the sol-
diers as they passed in the cars.
In a half an hour the cars came
thundering along. | formed my
boys (with a flag) on each side on
the cut and as the cars passed we
waved our flags and raised deaf-
ening cheers. The soldiersjoined
in the chorus and the band struck
up the old tune “Home Sweet
Home” and played on until the
music died away in the distance.

In a few months more the
country everywhere were filled
with soldiers marching to and fro.
A brigade of infantry, composed
ofmen from Marshall Blount, and
Jefferson counties were en-
camped at Blue Spring four miles
north of Huntsville, and it was
called “Camp Jones” in honor of
Col. Egbert Jones, the 4th Ala-
bama Regiment of Infantry, his
regiment having previously en-
camped and drilled on the same
grounds, but had now been called
into Virginia for active service. |
had several cousins in the camp
at Blue Springs and would go out
and spend several days at a time
with them in camp. This gave me
a desire to be-
come a soldier,
but | was too
young (as they
all said) yet my
services may
be needed be-
fore the close
ofthe war.

My Father
was running a
daily hack line
from town to
camp for the
accommoda-

Breakfast & Lunch
Bailey Cove Rd. across from Grissom High School

tion of all who wished to pay one
dollar for transportation to or
from camp, and to keep me from
running about, my father put me
to driving the said hack. | did very
well, until winter. | generally made
four trips daily from town to
camp.

October of this year, 1861,
came and we began gathering our
crops hauling it home. The glori-
ous news ofvictory from the seat
ofwar, now became the password
with everyone, every newspaper
was sought with eager hands, to
glance at the column headed with
“war news.” In every column thus
headed; gave victory and success
to our Confederate armies. The
people were delighted and cel-
ebrating the laurels thus won ev-
erywhere. But alas the sad news



came that Nashville had been
captured and occupied by the
yankees

On the morningofthe eleventh
day of April 1862 about daybreak,
the sleeping citizens of Huntsville
were awakened by the pealing
thunder of cannon. The yankees
had come. They were everywhere
in Huntsville, and were firing can-
nons at several car loads of sick
and wounded Confederate sol-
diers who were trying to escape.
They captured all except one car-
load that was a little ahead of the
others, which made good their
escape through the gauntlet ofshot
and shell. The yankees now oc-
cupied Huntsville, and as soon as
the place became a little more
calm from the excitement | went
out to examine the yankees. |
found that they did not have long
tails or claws like a lion as was
reported - especially to the juve-
niles and negroes - but found
them to be real living creatures
like myselfor anyone else.

The yankees occupied Hunts-
ville until the last of November
1864. During the latter part of
1863,1 became acquainted with
a youngyankee soldier and soon
found that he sympathized with
the South and seemed to be anx-
ious to desert his army and join
the Rebs. Frank C. (the union sol-
dier) and | were nearly always to-
gether. He was two or three years
my senior and we were good
friends. One day | proposed slip-
ping the pickets with him and go-
ing to Dixie toJoin the Rebel Army.
He consented, and a day was set
for us to leave. A day or two after
I met a friend and associate of
mine, Hugh M. and informed him
of our project. He was as willing
to go as Frank and | were. Our

“Please excuse Sue from missing
school yesterday. We forgot to get
the Sunday paper off the porch,
and when we found it Monday we
thought it was Sunday.”

Seen in local Principal's office

stable and lot had been taken by
the yankees and used for the for-
age wagon train. | soon made my-
self acquainted with one of the
teamsters - Billie W. and got his
consent to let Frank, Hugh, and |
go with him in his wagon on a for-
age trip. As luck would have it the
wagon train was going down near
the Tennessee River on the very
day we had set for our departure,
I soon informed Frank and Hugh
ofthe fact and we made immedi-
ate preparations for leaving.
When we arrived at the picket
post, the officer commanding de-
manded our pass. Billy told him
he would be responsible for our
safe return and that we were his
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friends and so we were allowed
to pass. We were going through the
woods at avery brisk gait, talking
of our successful escape from the
wagon train, and how we were to
cross the river, and ofwhat com-
pany we would join, when we
were suddenly startled by a loud
exclamation “Halt”

We had come upon an unex-
pected picket postwhich had been
placed there to guard the ap-
proaches to the wagon train from
molestation. We were so com-
pletely surprised that we did not
have time to invent an excuse. |
mustered courage enough to tell
them that we came out with the
forage train and was then looking
for another plantation where we
expected to find an abundance of
corn and oats. They did not be-
lieve me and said that “He were
trying to go to the Rebs” across
the river. We were put under guard
and carried back to the wagons.
The guard told the Captain that
we were arrested by them at the
picket post near the river and that
he believed we were attempting to
cross the river to join the Rebels.

We were then kept under
guard until we got back safe to
Huntsville and Hugh and | were
discharged, but Frank being a
yankee soldier was accused ofan
attempt to desert and confined in
the guard house for several days.

We had two horses and a car-
riage left us and a lady was in
town who lived in Guntersville and
wanted to go home. We agreed to
take her as far as Deposit on the
Tennessee River in the carriage.
We arrived at Deposit about sun-
set and stopped over for the night.
Mr. Scott was the owner of the
place. The house was located on
a high bluffabout fifty yards from

The latest tranquilizer
works so well that people
don’t care whether they
pay their doctor or not.

the river. The yankees had never
been there before. Breakfast was
announced by the ringing ofa bell.
We started to breakfast, and had
just reached the yard gate when
we saw the yankees coming in a
gallop toward the house. | hol-
lowed out “yankees coming!” Mr.
Scott and old Mrs. Scott who was
very large and fleshy came to the
door. One glance convinced them
ofthe fact. They told their sons to
leave quickly and take every negro
with them. They all ran up into
the mountain, the old woman fol-
lowing, but she was too fleshy to
run fast and the yankees overtook
her and assured her they would
not harm her and sent her back
to the house. The others made
their escape.

Breakfast was on the table

smoking and hot and nobody to
partake except myself and
brother with the yankees. After
breakfast one of the yankees
pressed one ofmy horses and had
saddled him ready to leave and
put his old horse in the stable for
me. As soon as he saw that my
horse was better than his he drew
his sabre and struck his horse on
the leg to have an excuse to take
mine. | went to the Captain and
with tearful eyes | told him of my
loss. He asked me several ques-
tions and then ordered the man
to restore my horse to me. He was
compelled to ride his own lame
horse and he was afterwards
punished for laming his horse
with his sabre.

A few months after this (1863)
Huntsville was evacuated by the

Henry's Small Engine
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yankees. The Rebels immediately
took possession ofthe latter place
and captured a locomotive and
cars from about two hundred
negro soldiers who had returned
with the cars to carry off some
contrabands that had been left
behind.

Thomas Jordan took advan-
tage of the evacuation and raised
a company of volunteers in
Huntsville. The long wished for-
tune had come and | had an op-
portunity to become a soldier and
I did so. | went forthwith to Cap-
tain Jordan and registered my
name on the roll and was sworn
in as a soldier. The next day the
company was called together to
elect officers. We marched to the
muster grounds and elected Tho-
mas Jordan captain, William
Rison 1st. Lieutenant, Alexander
Bendy 2nd lieutenant, Jas E. Scat,
Sergeant.

We spent the balance of the
evening in drilling. The next day
at 12 o’clock was appointed for
the company to meet and organize
and go into regular camp. Accord-
ingly the company met on the
square and was formed in a line
for inspection, which occupied
about an hour. After the officer fin-
ished inspection our captain rode
around in front and pronounced
the Company ready for action,
well armed, and equipped with
good horses.

I was summoned by a patrol
to appear at quarters and prepare
for leaving as the yankees were
coming. Havingbeen driven from
our homes several times by false
rumors | did not hurry but took
my time when | bid my parents a
long farewell. | proceeded halfway
to quarters when | met a crowd
of citizens fleeing on the street as

“If I'd known how much fun
grandkids would be, | would
have had them first!”

Nita Boyd
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if their lives were at stake. They
told me the yankees were on the
square and my company had left
a few moments ago.

| returned home and told par-
ents the facts and told them also
that | intended to leave on foot as
| could not get to my horse. They
begged me to stay at home, as
there was no hope for our inde-
pendence. Our soldiers were de-
serting thousands at a time and
besides small armies were sur-
rendering every week.

| knew it and felt the truth of
it but still | deemed it my duty to
linger with our fast fading cause
until the last spark of existence
had disappeared.

We were at our gate and the
yankees were coming down the
street. | put my horse in a stable
belonging to a widow lady who
lived next door to my father, re-
questing her to claim the horse.
In the meantime the yankees were
riding on every street and we were
completely surrounded. There
was no possible chance ofescape.
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We returned home and donned . ,
our citizen’s attire and awaited SubSCI’Ibe TO North Alabama S mOSt

events. That night the citizens of

Huntsville passed a sleepless pOpular magaZIne!

night. They were again subjected If you have enjoyed reading Old Huntsville Magazine, we will be
to yankee despotism and  glad to send you an issue each month! With Old Huntsville Magazine
contempt. you'll get the stories about your home town you will never get any

A few weeks we moved from  gther place. So don't delay. Subscribe today and be in the know with
our residence on Madison Street Old Huntsville.

to the northeast corner of the
square where we were not so
much annoyed by the yankees.

About this time the telegraph
lines were flashing the news that Name
Abraham Lincoln. President ofthe
United States, had been assassi-
nated. The news spread likewild-  Address
fire all over the United States. A
day of mourning was set for ev- . .
ery city, town and village to ob- City State Zip
serve, “strictly,” as the yankees
commanded. On the day ap-
pointed, Huntsville wore a sad ap-
pearance. All public buildings ] ]
were trimmed in crepe. Every Old Huntsville Magazine
business house was closed by or- . 716 East Clinton Avenue
der ofthe military authorities. The Old H u ntSV| I Ie Huntsville, AL., 35801
citizens did not drape their
houses, the yankees did it for
them. The citizens seemed more
cheerful as they thought there was
yet a chance to save the Confed-
eracy.

The next day brought sorrow-
ful news to our downtrodden
people, news that General Lee, I
with all his army, had
surrendered.

If you are sending Old Huntsville as a gift please let us know and we
will send a card with your name.
Please make check payable to:

Why is it your dog gets mad
when you blow in his face, but
when you take him on a car
ride he sticks his head out the
window?

Sam Keith
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| ewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



In the late 1940s, Washington Street was one of the main shopping areas for
Huntsville’s citizens. Saturdays would find the street crowded with shoppers, movie
patrons and even sidewalk preachers. A&P grocery store advertised coffee for 44
cents a pound and milk for 21 cents a quart. A few blocks away a full service gas station
sold gasoline for 21 cents a gallon. People were amazed when Jack Chambers
purchased the first television set in Huntsville. Out in the county the first cotton-picking
machine was demonstrated and Gurley experienced a devastating fire that burned five
businesses in its downtown district.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

(256) 539-7443

* One Hour Photo *

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping



