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Drawing
Straws
for
Murder

In a scene worthy of a B-grade
movie, a bootlegger from Paint
Rock Valley removed a handful
of straws from an old broom.
After making three of them
shorter than the rest, he invited
the assembled men to draw
straws.

The men drawing the short
ones were to assassinate
Deputy Hugh Craft.

Also in this issue: “Gabby Street - A Baseball Legend”
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Drawing
Straws
for Murder

Everyone knew it was coming.
The trouble had been brewing for
years. Frank Riddick, since his
election as sheriff in 1927, had
sworn to break the backs of the
liquor rings that had been allowed
to operate in Madison County.

Although the outfits operated
openly, Riddick found that prov-
ing cases against them was almost
impossible. Every time he made
an arrest, evidence would disap-
pear or witnesses would refuse to
talk. Many times he suspected his
own deputies ofwarning the boot-
leggers of impending raids.

The whiskey and bootlegging
business in Madison County was
controlled by three families, one
in Owens Cross Roads, one in
Gurley and the other near Hobbs
Island. These families had settled
in the county well over a hundred
years earlier and each had many
children and grandchildren. The
families had intermarried so of-
ten that it was difficult to find
someone who was not related to
them in some way. While this was
beneficial to the bootleggers, itwas
a major handicap to any sheriff
trying to build a case against them.
Fortunately, Sheriff Riddick had
an ally in Deputy Hugh Craft who
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lived in Gurley and was intimately
aware of the whiskey operations.

In the spring of 1929, Riddick
established a small, unofficial
fund with which to pay informers.
Deputy Craft, who was well
known as a man who kept his
word, was the obvious conduit
for these funds. Many of the same
people who had before refused to
betray “blood kin’ now began suc-
cumbing to the temptation of easy
money.

Often Craft would be awak-
ened in the middle of the night by
someone softly knocking at his
back door. After a briefwhispered
conversation, he would pass $20
or $30 through the door and the
stranger would disappear into the
night.

Unfortunately, the bootleggers
still received word of impending
raids. Sheriff Riddick would of-
ten arrive to find the evidence and
the culprits long gone.

Finally, after months of frus-
tration, Riddick tried a new tac-
tic. Without telling them why, he
would order his deputies to meet
at thejail at a certain time. Then,
with the deputies still uninformed
of their destinations, he would
order them to follow him. Though
raids such as these were fairly
successful, the deputies often
managed to lose much of the evi-
dence on the way back to thejail
and few people were actually
prosecuted. Many times the depu-
ties were suspected of either re-
turningor selling the whiskey back
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to the veiy bootleggers from whom
they had confiscated it.

Sheriff Riddick was furious.
He had long known that some of
his deputies were involved with
the whiskey ring, but lacking
proof, he was unable to do any-
thing about it. Calling his depu-
ties together, he informed them
that in the future any deputy even
suspected of involvement would
be fired on the spot. As if to em-
phasize his point, Riddick imme-
diately fired three officers.

The bootleggers, keenly aware
of the profits they were losing,
decided to fight back.

Riddick soon started receiving
letters in the mail, warning him
that his life was in danger. At first
he ignored them, but as they be-
came more frequent he reluc-
tantly agreed to begin carrying a
small pistol in his pants pocket.

On one occasion, while driv-
ing home in the evening, his car
was shot at by someone lying in
ambush. Though the assailant
was never found, the only effect
the threats had was to make
Riddick increase his efforts to
break up the whiskey ring.

Realizing their threats against
Riddick were ineffectual, the boot-
leggers turned their attention to
Deputy Craft. By this time the
families were aware that Craft
was the conduit for the informers.
At first the threats took the form
of subtle warnings, but as these
were ignored, they took on a more
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serious nature. Shots were fired
into his home at nighttime,
shattering the windows. When this
also failed. Craft awoke one night
to find the back of his house burn-
ing - the result of an arsonist.

Craft responded by buying
two large watchdogs, which were
trained to bark at the approach
of strangers.

The bootleggers, frustrated in
their attempts to intimidate the
law officers, decided to take more
drastic action.

During the first week of May
1929, a meeting of all the major
bootleggers and moonshiners in
Madison County was held at a
drugstore in Gurley. Itwas afore-
gone conclusion among the men
present that Riddick and Craft
were to be murdered. The only
guestion was how and by whom.

Not wanting to face both the
lawmen at once, the bootleggers
decided to kill Craft first.

In a scene worthy of a B-grade
movie, a bootlegger from Paint
Rock Valley removed a handful of
straws from an old broom. After
making three of them shorter than
the rest, he invited the assembled
men to draw straws. The men
drawing the short straws were to
assassinate Deputy Hugh Craft.

The three men picked for the
gruesome task began to carefully
make plans. They had received
word from a friendly deputy that
Riddick was going to pick up
Craft at his home on the morning
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of June 12, and then drive to
Owens Cross Road to get a wit-
ness for a trial scheduled that day.
Because of witnesses being so eas-
ily intimidated, the two men had
decided to personally escort this
one.

The road leading across
Esslinger Mountain to Owens
Cross Roads was a perfect am-
bush site, but the assassins had
to make sure Sheriff Riddick
would not be with his deputy.

On the afternoon of June 11,
a phone call was received at the
jail. The caller claimed to have in-
side information on the whiskey
ring and more importantly, was
willing to testify. But first he
wanted to meet with the sheriffin
person, at thejail, at 8 o’clock the
next morning.

Regretfully, Riddick informed
Craft that he could not ac-
company him in the morning.
Both men were elated at the news
of a possible witness and gave no
thought to the last minute change
in plans.

Hugh Craft left his home at
about 6:30 on the morning of
June 12 for the short drive to
Owens Cross Roads. Although it
was still early in the day, it was
already hot and muggy. A black
man working in a nearby field,
watched lazily as Craft's car
climbed the slight incline in his
direction. Suddenly he saw three
men armed with shotguns appear
out of the bushes lining the road.
With timed precision, the trio
opened fire at the approaching
lawman. Seconds later the car
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carrying the dead body of Deputy
Hugh Craft careened sharply to
the right, ran off a small bluffand
landed upright in a tree.

Just as suddenly as they had
appeared, the bushwhackers ran
to awhite car and fled the scene.
The field hand, unnerved by what
he had just witnessed, ran away.

Minutes later, Craft's body was
discovered by Marion Besson,
who immediately notified the
sheriff’s office. Riddick, who was
still waiting for the supposed in-
former to show up, answered the
call. As soon as he learned of his
deputies murder, Riddick knew
he had been set up.

One old-timer later stated he
had never seen the sheriffas an-
gry as he was when he received
the news. Within hours Riddick
began questioning everyone even
suspected of being associated
with the whiskey ring. To say that
he was “rough” in his interroga-
tions would probably be an un-
derstatement. All the speakeasies
in town received personal visits
from the sheriff. In one case,
where a speakeasy had already
closed for the night, Riddick
kicked the door down and after
destroying all the liquor, told the
owner he had 24 hours to come
up with the names of the Killers.

If there was anything the boot-
leggers had not considered, itwas
the publicity the murder gener-
ated. It became front page news,
not only here in Huntsville, but as
far away as Chicago, lllinois. Al-
though Riddick was slated to be
assassinated next, the intense
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publicity caused the murderers to
change their plans.

Within days practically every-
body in the county, including the
sheriff, knew about the bootleg-
gers drawing straws to see who
would do the Killing. Even the
names of the assassins became
widely known.

Getting someone to testify was
a different matter. The black field
hand who witnessed the Killing
was found dead in a neighboring
county. Another man, reputed to
have firsthand information, left
for work one morning and was
never seen again. Three other
men, one who lived in Gurley and
two in Owens Cross Roads,
moved out of state suddenly.

The local Ku Klux Klan got in-
volved by offering a reward for the
Killers. It was hastily withdrawn
when it was pointed out that the
main suspects were also mem-
bers of the Gurley Klavern.

Finally, Sheriff Riddick found
someone who would talk, but only
on the condition of anonymity.
This person had been at the drug-
store when the straws were drawn
and had heard the men discuss
the murder moments after it oc-
curred.

Knowing that he had to have a
witness in order to make a case,
Riddick used every power of per-
suasion he could muster to con-
vince the witness to testify. Report-
edly, after seeing how angry the
sheriffwas, the witness probably
figured the bootleggers were the
lesser of two evils.

Within hours a warrant was
sworn out for Ebb Renfro, a
middle-aged farmer and resident
of Gurley. The other two suspects
had disappeared.

On June 27, 1929 agrandjury
indicted Renfro for first degree
murder.

What should have been a
speedy trial quickly turned into a
nightmare for the sheriff and
prosecuting attorneys. Trials were
twice scheduled and had to be
postponed because of witnesses’
reluctance to testify in open court.
Making the situation worse were
members of the whiskey ring, who
showed up at every hearing and
silently glared at anybody who
looked like a potential witness.
Many of the bootleggers who loi-
tered around the courthouse
openly brandished weapons.

The situation became so tense
that Riddick had to detail four of
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his deputies to stand guard at the
courthouse.

Needless to say, once on the
stand all the witnesses developed
instant amnesia.

On December 5, 1929 the
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murder case against Ebb Renfro
was dropped. No one ever stood
trial for the murder of Deputy
Hugh Craft.

Although Riddick never took
credit for it, many sources claim
he was the one responsible for fi-
nally breaking the back of the
whiskey ring in Madison County.
A large packet of “confidential”
files were reportedly mailed to
members of the whisky ring.
These files supposedly contained
information that showed many of
the bootleggers were informing on
their competition in exchange for
immunity.

No longer able to trust one
another, the whiskey ring turned
on itself. In the next three years
nine members of the ring were ei-

ther shot, maimed or Killed - by
one another.

Editor’s note:

Probably the strangestfact
about this case was that the con-
spirators talked about it so
openly. Every minute detail of
the plot became public gossip.
Even today, many of their de-
scendants take a morbid pride
in telling the story of theirfa-
thers' involvement in the whis-
key ring and the assassination
of Deputy Hugh Craft.
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Menmones of the Qvl War

by Marshall Wilson
written in 1902

The Federal Army, under Gen.
Buell, advanced cautiously toward
the Tennessee Valley and by mid-
summer strong detachments
were encamped at strategic points
and raids sent out in various di-
rections to seize grain, stock, etc.
You will remember that the Fed-
eral Army often subsisted entirely
on the country invaded. All
through this valley every man un-
der 60 and all boys over 16 were
at the front - nobody remained at
home but the old men, women
and children, and the slaves. | re-
member well the wild rumors that
preceded the advance of Gen.
Mitchell, who commanded these
raiding parties. One was that he
marched under a banner, bearing
the device of a broom indicative
of his intention to sweep the val-
ley clean. Another, that the Yan-
kees ransacked the houses for
firearms, food, clothes and any
kind of liquors. We were expect-
ing them at our place at any hour,
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and someone was on the watch
for them. One day when the fam-
ily was seated at the dinner table,
Joanna, a little negro maid, ran
in exclaiming, "The Yankees are
coming, the Yankees are coming."
We looked out the windows and
sure enough, they were already at
the gate, about a hundred of
them. Some were hitching their
horses to the fence. Others had
torn down part of the fence and
were riding onto the lawn, while
some dismounted and were run-
ning to the front door that was
open. My father, at the first alarm,
ran to the back hall to get his hat
and cane, and then fled across the
back yard, dodging behind trees,
making a dash for the garden
gate. Joanna alone had witnessed
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her master’s flight and it had
amused her. She rushed again
into the house, now full of soldiers
searching everywhere for fire-
arms they said, and she cried
gleefully, “I tell you, old master
made the dust fly!” Some of the
men gathered around her, asking,
“Which way did he go?” but be-
fore she could point the way,
Harriet, a house maid, knocked
her senseless to the floor and my
father made his escape.

It was on one of the days of
this raid my Mother was seated
on the porch talking to an officer
and trying to persuade him to
send a letter through the lines to
one of my brothers, in prison at
Camp Chase. The yard was full
of men, riding over the lawn, the
shrubbery, the flower borders and
we could see a train of wagons
going to the barn for loads of corn.
The house had been searched and
the locked doors and drawers of
furniture beaten in, trunks
opened while two negro maids
were going from room to room
protesting that they ought to be
ashamed of themselves. The cel-
lar had been emptied. A cask of
wine, one of two demi johns,
some bottles and jugs had been
carried to the front lawn and the
men were gettingjolly drunk.

Pistols were fired freely. | was
terrified and had squatted on the
floor by my mother’s chair. | can
see her as well as hear her vyet,
aleading, “He isjust a lad and |
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know he must be homesick; he
has never been more than 25
miles from home before and alet-
ter from his mother would com-
fort him. 1 would be perfectly will-
ing for you to read every word of
it.” The officer was explaining po-
litely the difficulties over commu-
nicating with prisoners. The let-
ter could hardly be sent. Orders
were very strict. Just at this mo-
ment one of my sisters and a
cousin appeared, wearing every
frock they owned and, naturally,
the last layers refused to meet so
as to be buttoned up. My mother,
in amazement, said “What do you
girls mean by dressing thisway?”,
and they answered, “We heard the
Yankees would take all the clothes,
so we put ours on to keep them
from getting them.” The officer
laughed immediately and then sat
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down to wait while my mother wrote the let-
ter; and | heard him solemnly assure her
as he sealed the letter himself that it would
be delivered. Itwas delivered to my brother,
as we learned from a comrade of my
brother, more than a year after his death.
(This was William, who died in prison.)

Gen. Mitchell's troops swept the valley
clean, and we had little food left. Alabama
had never been a cattle country, but de-
pended for meat mainly upon the sheep and
hog. The grain was loaded and sent away to
the army.

The horses and mules were seized on,
but ours were left as we thought. One morn-
ing we woke up to find that about 25 of our
negroes, mostly men and well-grown boys,
had slipped away in the night, taking with
them every horse and mule in the stables.

This was a staggering blow, but we soon
saw there was some comfort in the loss of
slaves. It had become a serious problem to
provide their food and clothing. The slaves
remaining on the place recognized the
responsibility, too. There was no more
thought of planting cotton: the energies of
everyone on the place were bent on one pur-
pose of getting food and clothes. My father
at this time organized all his forces-every-
body was put to work, even the small chil-
dren. The women were cutting, sewing, and
knitting from early morningtill late bedtime.
The negro women were spinning and weav-
ing and some helping in the fields; the old
men and little boys were cultivating the fields
with hoes. A large crop of cow-peas was
planted for food. My father got some medi-
cal books to read and he learned to make
some of the simple medicines. He went from
place to place to see the sick and prescribe
for them as though he were a physician. You
know that in those days blisters
were thought to be indispensable
for inflammations, pneumonia, etc. H

LOAN AMOUNT
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There were no drugstores to furnish supplies-we could not
even buy a mustard plaster. My father had been experi-
menting with plants, trying to find a blistering agent. One
day it was reported to him that the lightning bugs were
eating all the leaves from the potato plants. We were grow-
ing potatoes on a large scale because it was a food that
could be easily concealed in case of a raid. He found that
some rows, at least, were swarmingwith a bug that looked
like the firefly, and he ordered the boys to knock them into
the water. This was done, but some of the boys reported
that their hands blistered. Then these bugs were gathered
up, dried, pulverized, mixed with lard, and the mixture
proved a fine blistering agent and was sent far and wide
for this purpose. The bugs had never appeared before and
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never came again. Long after-
ward, we learned that they were
the real Spanish fly.

My father also learned to
make various colored dyes from
roots and bark; cultivated indigo
and learned to ferment the plant
to get the blue dye. He also found
out how to make cheese and
taught the blacksmith how to
make wrought nails.

Singularly enough, one of the
most precious of articles at this
time was common salt. Now salt
was needed to season food, but it
was absolutely necessary to pre-
serve meat, and the plantation
depended for its meat supply on
salt pork. On the plantations
there were large smokehouses
where, winter after winter, many
slaughtered porkers would be
salted down and much salt
wasted on the dirt floors, so this
floor was dug up to the depth of
two feet and the earth leached with
water and the water evaporated
off. We got bushels and bushels
of salt this way. There was no
soda, but we made a substitute
for the lye ofwood ashes. Parched
rye was used as a substitute for
coffee - it tasted somethinglike the
modern postum. For sugar, we
cultivated the sorghum cane and
made many barrels of molasses,
and when this molasses was all
out of the barrel, we usually found
a few pounds of sugar. Our writ-
ing paper gave out very early and
atfirstwe tore out the blank leaves
from father’s old ledgers, and
when these were exhausted, we
moistened the wallpaper on the
walls, tore it offin strips and used
the blank side. Sometimes letters
went off, decorated on one side
with a picture of George Washing-
ton crossing the Delaware, or with
awreath ofroses. There were no
pencils, but we learned to make
very good ink from oak balls and
copperas, and any boy with a
pocket knife could make a per-
fectly good pen from agoose quill.

There was but one copy of

Webster's Blue Back Spelling
Book in the community, but the
whole school used it by making
out a schedule of time when each
could have the book. | remember
once walking five miles and back
toget the book for an hour to learn
the next day’s lesson.

My own tasks in this new
economy were varied and were
shared for the most part by my
little negro playmate. (We were
about seven years old.) We went
back and forth to carry leather to
the shoemakers and then to bring
the shoes home (there were some
forty people on the place to shoe).
It seemed to me the shoemaker
was always drunk when we
called, and never had the work
done. Then we were sent all
around the neighborhood to ex-
change garden seed, to borrow a
tool or lend one, to carry news or
gather it, and to do errands gen-

Alabam a
Coin & Silver

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

? Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

256.519.8898

By appointment only

Ron Cooper

Mark Kimbrough

2318 Pansy St
Huntsville, Ai 35801

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

a33Q187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

U/LML

ffa

t#*?/

MC/tiH /
Dine-in or Carry-out!

Yes! We Caterl!l!!

448l

Madison

Call us to Cater your Upcoming Parties!

Parries, Weddings, Special Events

800 Sioimes Ave. five Points

On Hwy, 20 - Across from Walmart



erally. | think our gala days came
when we were put to melting up
tallow and molding it into candles,
or to bringing up pails of lye for
the soap kettle and keeping the
fire going

I believe we were fairly happy,
but even we children had our anx-
ious moments and talked of what
we would do if the Yankees came
upon us while away from home.
Once we were tested and
ignominiously hid under the floor
ofan old house by the roadside.

The war wore wearily on -
reverses in arms now alternated
with victory; we were becoming
poorer and poorer. Still we had
no thought of giving up and
worked all the harder.

I remember working all day
for days scraping lint from old
linen tablecloths and sheets and
tearing off bandages to be sent to
the nearest hospital. During these
years, every yard of cloth was
used for clothing, bedding, for
table; in fact, every yard required
for the forty people on the place,
as well as for blankets and cloth-
ing for many soldiers, was spun
and woven on the place - and in
these four years we didn’t spend
five dollars for anything. There
was nothing to buy

I have seen my mother work-
ing whole days, working and siz-
ing the thread for the looms.
About this time, | learned the art
of platting straw in several differ-
ent patterns and mother sewed
the braid into straw hats which
we bleached with sulphur, and we
used for hat bands strips ofblack
silk torn from old worn-out
dresses.

old lady who lived five miles away
All of her horses and mules had
been taken; she wanted to visit us
but couldn’t walk the five miles.
Old Ben, her carriage driver, was
called in and asked if he could
hitch two yoke of oxen to her car-
riage. He said he would try; so
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ten hear arumor of a great battle,
and then wait days and weeks in
suspense before knowing any-
thing. Sometimes, if the frontwere
not too far away, my brothers
would send their servant George
on horseback with their letters
and some gathered up from their

about noon we
heard loud cries
of “Gee! Wah!
Come! Get up!”,
and then we saw
Mrs. Harris’ big
carriage slowly
coming up the hill
while she was
leaning out the
window, waving
gaity

But most of
the times were ter-
ribly serious.
There was far
more weeping
than laughter.
Women some-
times grew white-
headed worrying
for news of their
sons.

By this time,
there was no mail
and no newspa-
pers. The only
news we got fil-
tered in was ru-
mors caught from
carriers bearing
dispatches. We of-

0%iqia,£lii

BHRt

| could not possibly make

anyone understand the isolation
in which communities lived. The
railroads were torn up, the steam-
boats burned, the roads mostly
impassable. Our heavy old car-
riage could hardly have gone over
them, even if there had been
horses to draw them.

One day we had a merry sur-
prise over the arrival of a stately

"Horre of the Chicagp Syle Pizzti

_caiifor FREE)—
ADELIVERY)

Sometimes Nothing Else Will

Enjoy Outdoor
Living -
Indoors!

Four Seasons For The Price Of 3
A Room YMr-Round For The Price a 3-Season Room

Participating Locations - Selected Sun & Shade Models Only

Enjoy Your Patio Or Deck
Without Wind, Rain & Bugs {

A Traditional Conservatory Adds

DIMENSION QNE SPAS
Al%ﬁr(hm*dmlkm@ Old World Charm And Style

Free In-Home ,alt
HeartLand
Available SJ\F(S\/E PISAMRE
. BMNat
Huntsville %@%&:dpe

2832 Jordan Lane

256-722-2101

Independently owned and operated

FOUR SEASONS
SUNROOMS

IFREEV-:

pizza ,

(Same or lower toppings) B
With Purchase of Iff1Pizza L]
Two or more toppings |

DELIVERY* CARRY-OUT* QINE IN 1
1 NotV ittf With Any Other Cm »m Or S pdal.
ton Coupon Pm Drtat+
SINCE 1959

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon.,Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

881-5987 536-3389 539-3467

‘000

9034 Parkway SW 3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial
Haysland Square  Across from Post Office Pkwv NW
Do!
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friends. We were always on the
lookout for George, though he
came only a few times a year; and
then we dreaded to ask him ques-
tions, or to open the letters.

Every time there would be
heavy tidings for some of the
neighbors and my father would
go as comforter to the house of
mourning-to read over and over
his son’s letters telling how this
boy or that had died fighting for
his country. And then, in turn, the
black news came to us, and our
neighbors came to share our grief!

At last came Gen. Lee’s sur-
render to Gen. Grant and we knew
the end had come. About amonth
after this, that is, in May, 1865-
my three surviving brothers
(James, Charles, and Walter) rode
home in tattered uniforms, but
with no possessions but their
horses.

They found us without money
and little food except the veg-
etables growing in the garden. The
stock, except a few sheep and
milk cows, was gone; the fences
burnt, as well as the gin house,
and packs of wolves were prowl-
ing about. The red fields were in-
tersected with deep red gullies
and dotted with thickets of
bushes.

Such is the picture of desola-
tion. | remember so vividly; and
such it was throughout Alabama.

We had lost-lost our cause, the
flower of our manhood, our
slaves, our property, our all, ex-
cept our families and the land.

In 1861 Alabama had barely

600,000 white population, yet she
sent 123,000 soldiers to the war-
over one out of every five of her
whole population; 33,000 of these
soldiers lay buried on the battle-
fields.

That is one out of every eigh-
teen of population, and many
thousands of those who returned
were maimed and broken, but
they went to work.

Though some came back lack-
ing a leg or arm and some
brought back bullets imbedded in
flesh or bone, none had shell
shock. These young fellows went
towork to fell
trees, split
rails, build
fences and
barns, and
cultivate food
crops. The
women and
children went
on spinning,
weaving and
making the
things needed
in the home.

Huntsville

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256) 353-2503

Apple Crisp

Slice 6 apples in bowi, mix in 1/
2 cup sugar, 1/4 cup honey
and 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon.
Place all in medium baking
dish. Top with following mixture
and bake at 350 degrees for
an hour.

1/2 cup brown sugar, 1/2 cup
flour, 4 tablespoons butter
melted, 1cup chopped nuts
and 1/2 cup dry oats

(et 199 _]C Vaughn
Guns& Hesdat

Tackle Shop, Inc
1650 Jordan Lane

Huntsville, Al 35816
(256) 539-9688

- Toll Free 1-866-527-4867

Knives * Archery * Clothing * Ammo
Baseball Cards * Boots * Reloading Supplies

Free Attorney Consultation for Ban kI’U ptCy
MITCHELL HOWIE

5332400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

“Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"
VOTED HUNTVILLE S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

L% “All you Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM

Special Lunch Buffet Mon -

Fri 11AM to 2PM

Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday

Open 7 Days A Week

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
BANQUET FACILITIES

256-539-60/5 «256-554-9161

FAX 256-536-4639
2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW

K ES Z S a
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Redstone Village offers more than serene mountaintop views and an independent,
retirement lifestyle. We provide peace of mind by protecting your financial
assets-with a 90% refundable deposit. And our LifeCare program gives our

residents access to additional levels of health care, from assisted living to
skilled nursing. So call 256-881-6717 today to learn more. And see how

Redstone Village can help your retirement reach new heights.

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE MONTHLY SEMINARS

and learn more about protecting your financial assets
while enjoying ongoing freedom and independence.
Call 256-881-6717

\'m o ’
mmM  WHNU i , >
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m Wi REDSTONE
+ Vli_*LAGE

HidsRI
\GaasDn

South on Memorial Parkway; Left on Veterans Drive [3/10 of a mile past Hobbs Road]
12000 Turnmeyer Drive « Huntsville, AL 35803 « www.redstonevillage.org oopolT unity


http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Willodene
Smithey of Huntsville, who was
the first to call and identify last
month’s Photo of the Month. It
was Danny Banks, esteemed re-
tired judge of Huntsville, who re-
ally doesn’t look much different
than he did as a youngster! We
got hundreds of calls from people
who thought the boy was Emmett
Sanders!

Kathleen Kemp, of Options,
told us that her father-in-law
Barney Kemp, 83 years old, re-
cently had a bad fall and broke
his kneecap - we sure hope he
gets to feeling better really soon.

Jean Honyotski, who works
at the Church St. ABC store, lives
in Elkmont, Al. but loves Hunts-
ville. She still has that “yankee”
accent but her friends love her
anyway!

Ollie White sure is proud
lately. Her beautiful granddaugh-
ter Wykena Jackson recently
learned that she’ll undergo her
residency as a medical doctor at
Carraway Methodist Medical Cen-
ter, her top choice. Her boyfriend
Andre Scott is happy too!

Starfish was really hopping
recently. We talked with that
handsome bartender Luke
O’Neal, and spent time with Jen-
nifer Daniel, whose husband Ja-

A dams Alley *
Heritage Provence *

W alker’'s Hill »

please visit our
otrsUe Sales Office*

Sandra Steele
President

Clift's Cove =«
H eritage Station *

M t. Carmel by the River ¢

son is chefat Starfish.

Bob Haydon told us he is hav-
ing a birthday May 20 and will be
62 years old - he looks like he'’s
50! We want to know what vita-
mins he's taking!

Joyce Russell told us that
New York Life Ins. Company has
just celebrated their 160th. birth-
day. Joyce is managing partner for
the company here locally and told
us that NYL started in Alabama
in 1849, and has been part of
Huntsville since the 1970’s.

Boy, didn’'t Shelly Haskins,
city editor for the Huntsville
Times, do a great job on their
recent Bicentennial edition! We're
definitely saving our copy!

It was great to see Curtis
Ramey recently - he was ajudge
in Huntsville for years and now
lives in Texas. He was visiting here
with his beautiful wife Edwina.

There are several birthdays
coming up at Garden Cove among
the employees. Ricky Coley
works in Produce, Raymon
Hernandez is in Maintenance and
Peggy Quillivan is in the Bulk
department and all will be ayear

H eritage Plantation
King’s Ridge
The Bridges

EDI

ENBNGER
DEVELOPMENT

INCORPORATED

www.enfingerdevelopment.com
256-533-1155

( dmmunities that encourage balanced .Ziving

older! Andi Underwood checked
me out - Ifinally found some good-
tasting liquid calcium there - and
she says hi to all her friends. Her
husband Mark works at Adtran.

The mayor of Hurricane
Creek, J B Tucker, has been hav-
ing medical problems lately but
we bet theywill clear up when the
fish start biting!

What a great-looking couple
we ran into recently - Jack
Farrington, of Jack’s Toy Shop,
and his gorgeous wife Beverly, of
Accents of the South, were hav-
ing dinner recently when we met
up with them and caught up. They
have lots of traveling plans for the
summer.

We saw our friend Judge
Bruce Williams recently at the
Kaffeeklatch. Huntsville is really
lucky to have people like him
serving on the bench.

Loretta Spencer, Zach
Jacobsen, Kim Davis, General
Tummeyer and his lovely wife
were among many celebrating the
Grand Opening ribbon cutting
ceremony for Redstone Village re-
cently, alongwith Jack and Peggy

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster shown below
wins a year’s subscription to “Old
Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: Many people call this
man the Mayor, atitle he well de-
serves


http://www.enfingerdevelopment.com

Gilstrap, Ann Collins, Marie
Melochick, and Chuck &
Annelie Owens.

Janelle Conly has been un-
der the weather lately, but sure
has a sweet daughter and son-in-
law (Debra and Mitch Howie)
taking such good care of her.

Speaking of Mitch Howie, we
hear he has abirthday coming up
soon - getting old is rough, right
Mitch?

We ran across our friend Bud
Cramer recently. He’s looking
great but he sure does have a
hardjob as Congressman.

Janie Oaks is so proud of her
handsome son Timothy Mitchell,
who is currently serving in Iraq.
We're proud ofyou too, Timothy!

We caught up with Tony
Mason recently. For those of you
who may not be familiar with him,
Tony is a performer who enter-
tained thousands of people at
Bubba’s downtown, and before
that at his own club on Pratt. He
says he loves staying home now
with wife Selena and stepson
Cassidy, who will soon be attend-
ing Huntsville High.

Another birthday is that of
Kathy Pence, of Old Town, who
is married to the handsome Brian
Pence who used to be one of Tony
Mason’s Doobie Boys. What is
that you ask? Well, they were a
group of friends who were always
in the crowd at Bubba's, who
knew the words of every song and
sang along with him! Very enter-
taining for the rest of us!

We were happy to find out that
Debra Carmichael is feeling
much better recently after several
operations. She and her husband
Darrell live in 5 Points and are
very proud of their son, James
Brian Carmichael who is cur-
rently attending school at Aber-
deen Proving Grounds. He is ex-
pected to be sent back to Iraq in
the next couple of months. Nicole
is Brian’s proud wife and has a
birthday coming up in June.

The latest issue of “Culture &

Leisure” Magazine has agorgeous
Huntsville model on the cover -
Valerie Styles, baby sister of
Rosetta Fuller of Atlanta. Her
proud parents are Robert &
Ellen Styles of Hunts-
ville. Valerie has mod-
eled for the Pama
Agency for 2 1/2
years, headed up by
the talented Marie
Hewett.

We were sorry to
hear of the death of
John Robinson re-
cently. His sister
Sandy Blount and her
husband Wes, from
Winter Springs, FI.
came to Huntsville for
the funeral.

Dave Tomlin, of
New York Life Ins. Co.,
recently celebrated a
birthday -we won't say
how many but it was
BARELY under 60.

Our bestwishes to
Amy Cantrell who
was in the hospital.
We're thinking ofyou, |
Amy -get well soon!

O
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Well, that's about all for this
month. Enjoy this beautiful
weather and remember how
lucky we are to live in a place like
Huntsville, Alabama.

Lookfor exclusive linesfrom all
yourfavorite designers!

Sportswear ¢ Swimwear ¢ Dresses
Sleepwear ¢ Handbags Jewelry * Skincare

Gift Cards and More

W hitesburg Drive
O O

Dor

€adfesE7tr& /
2336-A Whitesburg Dr
256-534-8613

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons SCCast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware sc Plumbing needs

Serving Huntsville Since 1962
536-261 6

2402 Mem. Pkwy.

IMW, Huntsville, Ala.
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Dill Dip fop Veqes
1c. low-fat sour cream
1/2 c. low-fat mayonnaise
3 T. minced fresh dill
1/21 garlic powder
11 lemonjuice
1/2t. onion powder

Mix all ingredients in a bowl,
cover and chill an hour before
serving with fresh vegetables like
red peppers, yellow squash, black
olives, cauliflower and broccoli.

Cucumber Dip

18-0z. pkg. cream cheese

2 T. mayonnaise

1/2 c. grated cucumber

Dash salt and pepper

Dash Worcestershire sauce

11 garlic powder

Mix all ingredients together

and serve with crackers, chips,
pita sandwiches, etc.

M ONDAY

IS FAMILY

NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring afull menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

recipes

resn and Zestij

Hot Bpown Pice

3 green onions, chopped

1 stick butter, melted

1lc. rice

1small can mushrooms

1can beefconsomme

1 can water

1/21 each oregano, thyme and
garlic powder

Salt and pepper to taste

Preheat your oven to 325 de-

grees. Spray a 2-quart baking dish
with cooking spray. Add all ingre-
dients and bake for an hour. Stir
after 30 minutes, cover for the
balance of the baking time.

Senate Bean >oup
2 Ibs. navy beans, dried
11 garlic powder

11 black pepper

Salt to taste

1 1/2 Ibs. ham hocks

sorfg

SINC

2 onions, chopped
Dash cayenne pepper
Wash your beans and run

through hot water. Place them in
a 6-quart pot with 4 quarts of
water boiling. Add hocks and re-
duce heat to simmer. Boil slowly
for 4 hours, pot covered. Pre-cook
the onions til light brown and add
them to the pot. Taste beans to
see if tender, then serve with hot
bread and agood salad.

Lentil-Bulqgliup Disk

2 c. lentils

Water to cover

1/2 c. bulghur wheat

1T. garlic powder

2 T. beefbouillon granules

In a saucepan add your len-

tils, then enough water to cover.
Heat to boiling, reduce heat and
add the garlic powder and beef
bouillon granules. Cook for about
45 minutes, then add the bulghur.

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851

Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

Y OU HOETS: THE SANTORCE & HAVPTONS



Cook for an additional 20 min-
utes, check that the lentils are
done.

Fresh Applesauce

1/4c. fruitjuice (apple OK)

4 apples, sliced, cored and
peeled

1/4 c. sugar

Dash cinnamon

Dash ground nutmeg

Put the liquid and 5 pieces

ofthe apple into your blender con-
tainer. Cover and process til
smooth, increase speed and add
remaining apples and spices a
little at a time. A couple of tea-
spoons of lemon juice will keep
your apples from turning dark.

Blueberrij Treat

2 pints fresh blueberries

1 1/2c. sugar

1 1/2c. plain flour

1stick butter, melted

2T. lemonjuice

2 1 cinnamon

4 T. brown sugar

legg

2 1 baking powder

Wash your blueberries and

place them in a medium baking
dish, sprinkle with lemon juice.
Mix the sugar, baking powder, egg
and flour together to make a
crumb mixture. Spoon this over
the berries and top with melted
butter. Add the brown sugar

POINTING

SERVICES

mixed with cinnamon to top. Bake
at 350 degrees for 45 minutes and
serve warm with rich homemade
vanillaice cream.

?reen Beans & P(ecans

1lb. green beans

4c. water

1/21 salt

3T. butter

4T. chopped pecans

1/41 pepper

1/41. cayenne

Wash and prepare your

beans, cut into 2” pieces. Bring
water and salt to a boil, add the
beans and cook uncovered for
about 10-15 minutes. Drain and
set aside. Melt butter in a skillet,
add the pecans and cook til
golden, stirring often. Add beans
and toss til heated.

Onion-Poasted Potatoes

lenv. Lipton Onion soup mix

1/3c. olive oil

1/2t. garlic powder

2 Ibs. potatoes, chunked into
medium pieces

Preheat your oven to 450 de-
grees. Place all ingredients in a
large plastic bag and shake til the
potatoes are evenly coated.

Pour the potatoes into a shal-
low, greased baking pan. Bake for
40 minutes, stirring occasionally,
til they are golden and tender.

Good with chicken or pork.

For All Your Printing Needs!

Commercial - Letterheads
Checks & Labels - Brochures
Four Color - Computer Forms

Wedding Invitations
Ad Specialties

256-534-4452
Fax: 534-4456

3308 Seventh Avenue - Huntsville, Al.
Toll Free: 877-534-4452
www.lindasprinting.com - linprint@mindspring.com
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Pesto Basil

2 c. fresh basil leaves

2/3c. olive oil

4 1 minced garlic

1c. grated Parmesan cheese

2 T. unsalted butter, softened
Blend all very well & use.

The Company You Keep*
www. newyorklife .com

Gann Bryan. LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291

bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents com

a

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00pm
Closed Sundays


http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan
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Good
T he

- Look for heavy showers the
first half of the month followed by
a drying out period in the
second half.

- Tomato plants should be
well planted so the roots can
survive the heat of the summer.

- Fish the deep holes along
the Tennessee River as the
weather gets warmer. Remember
that on hot days when you feel
like taking a nap in a shady spot
- so do the fish.

- To prevent bugs and cater-
pillars from eating your young
plants take 5 cigar butts, steep
them in water in a sunny spot for
9 days then sprinkle on plants.

- Mix 1/8 teaspoon of
cayenne pepper in a glass of
water and drink it down to ben-
efit your circulatory system.

- If you want to gamble - just
have children. If you want a good
investment - raise them right.

- May is the perfect month for
taking grandchildren to the Big
Spring to feed the ducks.
Day-old bread makes a perfect
duck treat.

- If you need a fast bathroom
deodorizer, just light a match,

Tdlow it out and see what hap-

A dvice
M onth

For

of May

pens!

- Are your friends avoiding
you? Get rid of body odor by tak-
ing just 30 mg. of zinc per day -
you'll be smelling like a rose!

- To stop that tickle in your
throat, chew a couple of whole
cloves.

- Early vegetables are ready
to pick the day after a raccoon
eats them.

- The good news about bald-
ness - you won't have dandruff.

- When outside, don’'t wear
blue. Mosquitos are attracted to
that color more than others.

- For a sinus headache, sniff
a little horseradish juice - the
stronger the better. Do it slowly.

- Cooled camomile tea makes
a great eyewash for pink eye.

- If you can't sleep, put your
feet in the refrigerator for 10 min-
utes, then turn in. You'll drop right
off.

- To keep yourself from snack-
ing at night, drink a cup of hot tea,
turn off the kitchen light and tell
yourself the kitchen is closed.

- Get out of a mild depression
by getting into gardening.

- For thicker eyelashes apply
castor oil to them at night.

GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Etc!

All edgc« ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huntsville

Glass & Paint Co.

(Original adfrom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

If you think dogs can't
count, try putting 3 dog
biscuits in your pocket and
then giving him only 2.

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

1 =1

EQUAL HOUBING
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store OFPORTUNITY
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the
application process
. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to

rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Have A Property
You Need To Sell?

Vi, t SOLD - Quail Ridge - Huntsville - SOLD - Bob Wade Lane - Harvest - SOLD
Pebbiebrook - Madison - SOLD - Timberlake Dr. - Toney - SOLD
Mission Square - Unit5 - SOLD

Let us list & sell your commercial or

residential property. Licensed in Al. & Tn.

Experience is important and | have nearly 20 years in
the housing industry, but more important is the care
that goes into the need of each and every one of my
families. Whether you are building, buying, selling,
investing, refinancing, debt reducing, budgeting, or
repairing your credit, we care for your family.

Binkley Real Estate &
Financial Services, Inc. SIHISITIS

Office: 256-851-9229

Cell 256-348-0999

www.binkleyservices.com

o RTun? E-mail: maria@binkleyservices.com

Call today for a better tomorrow

Athens - Thach Road lot for $16,900

Harvest - Great Investment - 95.95 acres. This is one
of the last undeveloped intersections of a state high-
way in north Alabama. SE corner of Hay. 53 & Jeff Road,
Appx. 20 acres on frontfor commercial & 75 acres in back
for residential. Listed in 1998 at appraised price of
$2,400,000

Yes - We do mortgages to fit awide range of needs,
including refinancing. We list and sell Real Estate in Ala-
bama and Mississippi. We work with families and teach
credit scoring and repairs. We do all these things, but
that’s not our business. We are in the PEOPLE business!
Building lifetime relationships. Call us today for a better
tomorrow!

We also have Foreclosures with 100% loan programs
available. Several Condos for sale - Call for details

We offer you a free home appraisal or home war-
ranty. Call for details.

We will be glad to assistyou with any of these properties
JC- ik or any properly thatis listed with the Multiple Listing Service.


http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:maria@binkleyservices.com
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A L e tter

From

M aysville

Maysville, Alabama, a sleepy
little country village of perhaps
150, is the town that time has
passed by.

It wasn't always this way
though. Before the Civil War, the
town was one of the most thriv-
ing communities in North Ala-
bama.

At that time Maysville boasted
of a population of nearly five hun-
dred souls, four saloons, four doc-
tors and a booming commercial
district.

With the advent ofthe Civil War
and invasion of the Northern
Army came times that few people
today can even begin to compre-
hend. The following letter was
written shortly before Christmas
at Maysville by Dr. Madden and
gives agood idea of the hardships
faced by its citizens during war-
time. The holiday season was not
on people’s minds at this time,
survival was. Read it, and try to
imagine what life was like.

Maysville, Ala. Dec. 16, 1864
Dear Sir,

Yours by Dr. Clopton is at
land. We are delighted to hear

from you as we so seldom get any
knowledge ofyou. The condition
of things around us is somewhat
changed, butwe are in daily dread
ofaraid. The Yankees are at Paint
Rock. Twenty odd were captured
by General Meade yesterday and
passed through last night. Roddy
and others are after the balance
of them and we will hear from
them today or tomorrow.

Well, we are all used up as to
fencing, etc., as | wrote you, and
years will pass before the destruc-
tion will be repaired. Many vacant
houses were torn down to make
tools, etc. Mr. Stewart’s store, Bill
Hall’s old exchange, Masonic hall,
all torn to pieces. Some parts re-
main, but ruined. Mr. Jones’ store
and Wortham's gutted. Your office
remains as it was with the excep-
tion of the things - medicines,
table, etc., all ofwhich is gone ex-
cept for a few bottles. | got most

Madison Square 12
DTS AND DOLBY

V.1.P Grooming announces the

Grand Opening of our new

Luxury Pet Hotel

ACaiate
Huntsville 35802

881-0664

of your papers, among which is
Mr. O’'Neal’s note for property -
which | got from a Yankee doctor,
for they occupied it as an office. It
was then turned into a saddle
makers shop, then into a

If you don’t arrange
for your final
expenses,
who will?

Level and Graded Death
Benefit:
Guaranteed Issue Whole Life

Insurance Policy
* 4 Health Questions * Ages 0-85
* No Health Questions * Ages 40-85

*No Medical Exam

* Amounts up to $35,000
For Information
(256) 859-7477

(Alabama Only) Toll Free 1-888-622-1049

'EGAL
CINEMAS

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY

J12S Mm



pesthouse (for smallpox).

Since that time it has not been
disturbed only the removing of the
two front sash which are lost, as
also all the Jack O'Neal residence,
where not a trace is left to tell
where it stood except one load of
joist, which | paid a man $5 to
haul home and are now in the
smokehouse. All the fencing about
the place, except for the orchard
and garden are gone, and they are
simply patched up.

Nearly all the citizens are gone,
negroes and whites, and the
present conscript act will leave
not more than eight or ten men in
the place, such as Mr. Burns, Pitts,
Wortham, etc.

There is scarcely a single
negro here that was here when
you left. Some few of the Daniel
plantation negroes are here in
great confusion since the .retreat
ofthe army and should any ofyour
darkies come here they will find
a change of population and a ru-
ined town.

I will give you an idea of that
retreat caused by a flank move-
ment of General Hood. The sol-
diers amounted to about 8000

and baggage wagons beyond num-
ber. Refugees and contraband, as-
tonishing in number slowly
moved with the cavalcade. It be-
gan to pass here at 8 a.m. and
continued until 4 p.m. So hasty
was the move among the contra-
band that they emptied their
featherbeds and cotton on the
road until, even now, the track of
the caravan could be followed by
feathers and cotton.

The day they passed led to
many astonishing sights but the
distressing feature is that women
gave birth to children during the
flight and quite unnaturally left
them to perish. One case occurred
near this place. A yankee soldier
picked up the infant, wrapped it
up and tried to give it away as he
passed along.

Several cases of the kind are
reported to have taken place on
the banks of the Paint Rock. At
Stevenson, 'tis said that they are
dying by multitudes since the cold
weather set in. Other children
were left behind, running about
looking for their mothers, who
had left them to their fate.

At or near Paint Rock many

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom'’s personal needs

CARE, COMFORT and the
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ofthem (refugees) were cut off by
our calvary and for several days
others were passingin small num-
bers, deploring their lot, return-
ing to their former homes.

As to our own condition, we
have lived in constant dread sur-
rounded and subjugated by our
foes. We have lost by the yankees

| Finst BDaptist

fTTI Church
Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive
just East of Mem. Pkwy

“I am confident of her care”

License: 09011 yy

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

QUALILY OF LIFE they deserve.
These principles are the heart of the

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply,

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we

can help put your mind at ease.

A S S 1

hearthstone”

at (/$yrd* /prings
8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062

www.hearthstoneassisted.com


http://www.fbchsv.org
http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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many things, but we have not
been used like others who were
plundered of all they had; in flour,
meal and meat, bed clothes etc.,
but even now, though we have a
respite, we dread araid.

A few almost worthless
horses, alittle stock and a few pigs
are still left. Our house was once
ransacked from top to basement
by a set of the worst men | have
ever seen, butwere dispersed by
two surgeons who providently
stepped in while they were dep-
redating, and so we lost but little.
I got twenty men to guard the
town that night, had two at my
house. But for them we would
have been ruined, burned out, as
was threatened.

As to supplies, we have always
had bread and meat and even
some of the luxuries. Thomas has
sent us coffee and sugar, cheese,
bacon and salt. These have kept
us together with what | could do
with my own scanty money. My
cow, or ratheryours, died lastwin-
ter. This put us on short rations.
As to milk and butter we have
done without until a few weeks
ago. Mrs. Howard, who went to
live at the college in Huntsville,
loaned her (a cow) to us. She has
now returned and will take her
home again. Mrs. Kelley loaned
me her cow and calf but the
yankees took the calf before we
got them in our possession and
we left the cow, not bringing her

R enaissance

T HEATHE

CominginM sy:

at Lincoln Center

home.

We raised nothing butwhatwe
got from the orchard and garden,
whichwas plundered ofall its fruit
before they were ripe. It would
amuse you and distress you to see
how they stole from the orchard,
and how obsequious we all were,
fearing to say aword. We are now
hiding our scanty food, fearingwe
shall lose what little we have left.

Our home affairs go on very
quietly. Mattie is not quite so taci-
turn as formerly, has become do-
mesticated, can wash alittle, iron,
cook, milk, make fires, feed chick-
ens, bring in wood and nurskthe
baby as though she was used to
it. Her health monthly is
inexpressibly better than for-
merly, although she fell into her
old condition and was alarmingly
sick until she heard of a certain
herb whose vulgar or classical
name | do not know.

| eat two meals a day and
sleep about six hours in twenty-
four, rather rest-
less, and lay
awake many
hours these long
nights. | chop all
my own wood and
work hard during
the working sea-
son, have not
preached for
many months ex-
cept for a funeral
sermon for Mrs.

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Daddy’s Dying Who'’s Got the Will

By Del Shores

If you like your characters a little on the trashy side,
you’ll love the antics of this bunch of fools as they

Allied

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & Wliite & Color

1821 University Drive

539-2973

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Ask About New Term Policies
That Pay Your Premiums Back
If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

(256) 519-6955

Billiard Street Cafe

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

search in vain for some semblence of a happy
ending - cash &all!
May 13, 14, 18, 19,21 at8 pm
May 15at2:30 pm

1216 Meridian St. -can536-3117for

general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques

Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

2703 University Drive - 534-6000


http://www.renaissancetheatre.net

Debois six or eight months ago.

| keep no horse, so | go no-
where from home; indeed | am
afraid to go anywhere - robbers
are spread over the country and
yankees hitherto on every road.

Sleepwalker
Takes Tumble
Out Of Hotel

Anderson Hammer of New
Hope walked out of a second
story window in the Tulane Ho-
tel on Washington Street early
Sunday morning while asleep and
was seriously bruised about the
head and body. Hammer had re-
tired only a short time before and
after about an hour got up and
walked about in the room, finally
going to the front window, out of
which he stepped and tumbled
head first to the concrete pave-
ment. Hammer is subject to
somnambulations and has been
known to take nocturnal rambles
before, it is stated.

Huntsville Democrat, 1913

Bordellos In
Huntsville To
Close Tonight

from 1913 Huntsville paper

The so called segregated or
red light district ofHuntsville will
go out of existence tonight at mid-
night and by tomorrow, practically
all of the occupants of “die houses
of our midst” will have departed
from the city or changed their
mode of making a living.

When the question of abolish-
ing the district was brought be-
fore the City Commission in No-
vember by a committee represent-
ing the Men and Religion Forward
Movement, proprietors of the
houses agreed to close up quiedy
and get out provided theywere not
molested before the first of Janu-
ary. The commissioners entered
into this agreement and the action
of the police will not be necessary.
The women declared their inten-
tion of keeping their promise to
move away.

Several of the inmates of the
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houses have already left the city,
but a majority are still here how-
ever. A few will go to the homes
from which they have long been
absent but most of themwill make
their way to other cities and con-
tinue their life.

Occupants, as well as patrons,
of the houses will face hefty fines
in our city court after today.

Other cities have driven the
red light districts out before this
and the outcome of the experiment
in those cities as well as here will
be watched with a great deal of
interest.

Don't Waste
A Good Had

A pious father entered a
Huntsville saloon the other
night with a horse-whip, and
found his son playing poker. He
tanned the young man’sjacket
and sent him home, and then
sat down to finish the game
himself.

The son was reported to
have been holding aces over
kings.

From 1875 Newspaper

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

Serving The Areafor Over 30 Years

» Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
» 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Madison
Manor

Therapies
* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

 Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. « Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals

- Lifestyle

to enjoy
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First In Space

A Huntsville Landmark

On May 28, 1959 two monkeys (a squirrel
monkey named Baker and a rhesus monkey
named Able) were strapped into the nose cone of
a Huntsville-built Jupiter ballistic missile and
blasted into a fifteen-minute suborbital space flight
to test effects of this new environment on mam-
mals before man would risk himselfin his quest
for the stars.

Although both monkeynauts survived the his-
toric flight, Able died soon after re-entry. Miss
Baker, the sole survivor, would go on to live an
incredible twenty-five more years while becoming
one of the world’s most famous and adored mon-
keys.

Miss Baker was born in a Peruvian jungle in
1957. She was taken from her habitat shortly
thereafter and was subjected to an intense pre-
flight program to condition her to being strapped
into a miniature couch during her flight for man-
kind. She was a spunky little squirrel monkey all
her life. Her first response to humans after the
flight was to bite her handler. Her last act before
her death in 1984 was again to bite her handler.

In between she became the cornerstone and
prime attraction of the Huntsville Space and
Rocket Center. She was in no small way respon-
sible for the museum’s growth and popularity that
today has reached international proportions. Miss
Baker was beloved by children all over the world
and in her lifetime received thousands of letters
and appeared on twenty network news shows over
the years. Typical letters to Miss Baker usually in-
quired of her health and would ask her if she
needed or wanted a newfriend. Children also were
curious if Miss Baker saw any Martians while in
space.

The little monkey (14-ounces) was under me-

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving our Customers for 61 years!

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave.  534-4509

ticulous medical care during her entire life in captiv-
ity. Besides her Huntsville veterinarian, the Yerkes
Primate Center’'s monkey specialists in Atlanta were
always on call in case of any dramatic change in Miss
Baker’s condition.

Unfortunately, nothing is forever and in the late
fall of 1984 Miss Baker passed into legend. Her death
was mourned worldwide for she was the little squir-
rel monkey that blazed a trail into space that men
and women would later follow. Her tombstone at the
Space and Rocket Center reads:

MISS BAKER
SQUIRREL MONKEY
BORN 1957 DIED NOV 29,1984
FIRST U.S. ANIMAL TO FLY IN SPACE
AND RETURN ALIVE

*foca& ty 'te at

Same

415 Church St. Suite 101 « Huntsville, AL

For All Your Reel For All Your Property
Estate Needk... Menagement Neck...

TWICKENHAM OFFICE

534-4225 ext.100

Cell:337-7 110 534-5750
hpibetty@bellsouth.net www.hughes-properties.com
valleymls.com Betty Hughes, Owner

Betty Hughes, Broker

Betty Hughes
Redltor* of the
Year 202
@RL AR CRM

MAY 28,1959

iSK STAR groceries


mailto:hpibetty@bellsouth.net
http://www.hughes-properties.com

Surviving The
Depression

by Evelyn Hayden Hodges

The Hoover Administration had hardly begun
when the stock market crashed in the fall of 1929.

After the crash, the country sank into the
worst depression of its history. Millions of people
lost every cent they owned. More factories shut
down, stores closed, businesses were paralyzed.
Local governments could not collect half their
taxes.

By the end of 1931 there were 12 million
people out ofwork.

Now, how did the average, everyday person
in Huntsville cope with the depression?

First, there was no money. Everybody was
scrambling to find work wherever they could. Men
and boys rode freight trains from one place to
another, looking for work. Even when they found
work, it paid very little. A ten-hour workday in
the field — hoeing cotton or tobacco — paid 25
cents a day and people picked cotton for 50 cents
a hundred pounds. The farmers had a rough
time too. All farm prices dropped — cotton fell
from $1 to 5 cents a pound. Corn sold for 25
cents a bushel. Most farmers were deep in debt
at the end of the year.

One man recalls that his father, grandfather
and uncle all worked at a sawmill for 25 cents a
day. On payday, instead ofreceiving$1.25 in cash,

nawliiis' style

815 Andrew Jackson Way
in Five Points

Orleans 463 miles
Po BoysJust around the corner

We are known for great food, great
folks and great prices!

Tues. - Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday
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they were required to take the equivalent in trade
at the company store.

Another tells about the people who worked in
the cotton mills, eleven hours a day: 6 a.m. to 6
p.m., with an hour off for lunch. The mills owned
the houses where most of the workers lived and
they would take out the money for rent and utili-
ties. The employee’s take home pay was about $4

A
AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.
7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
Steve Cappaert Business 256/883-6600
Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-6650

651-7517 Mobile stevecappaert @knology.net

S T O P

Stop... Overpaying Your Taxes!
Stop... Paying Hidden Fees on IRAS!

FREE MONTHLY WORKSHOPS

Join us for refreshments and learn how to make the
tax system work for you!

NO OBLIGATION to purchase anything at
theyy free semipqrs!

You’ve worked a lifetime for your savings... it
could only take a few months to wipe it out
(especially in today’s uncertain and stressful
world of finance). Join us to learn Simple and
Easy Tax Reduction Strategies.

Topics Covered:
How to Reduce your Taxes and Raise vour Income
How to bypass Probate without expensive Trusts
Secrets your Financial Advisor doesn’t want vou to know
And many more money saving tips!

Call for Details and reservations to our Free
Monthly Workshops hosted by:

Alan Blackmon
900 Bob Wallace Ave #124
Huntsville AL 35801
(256)533-6108

Securities offered through: Horwitz & Associates, Inc.
Member: NASD SIPC MSRB
Clearing through: Advanced Clearing
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aweek. This fellow also said that,
when he was fourteen years old,
he worked in the mill during the
summer vacation and was paid
10 cents an hour. Somejobs paid
a little better. My brother worked
at a drug store for a dollar a day.
One man, who had been a travel-
ing salesman for a Nashville
wholesale grocery company, was
out of work. So he bought and
butchered hogs and ground them,
except the hams, into sausage. He
cured the hams for use at home
and sold the sausage to the pub-
lic for 20 cents a pound or two
pounds for 35 cents.

Groceries were dirt cheap but
nobody had any money. So every-
body who had any space at all
raised a garden. We moved out-
side the Huntsville city limits so
we could keep a cow. We rented a
six-room stucco house with acar-
port and a basement for $20 a
month. We had a large lot with
plenty of room for the cow, chick-
ens and a large garden. We had
our own milk, butter, eggs and
vegetables. We not only grew veg-
etables for the table in the sum-
mer, we canned and preserved ev-
erything available for winter.

We had fruit trees too. One
year we had abig crop of peaches.
I recall that my mother sold the
surplus fruit to agrocery in town.

WE BUY

SILVER DOLLARS

Any Amount
Top Prices Paid

534-3355
C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

Lawn & Garden Supplies

2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

I don't remember how many
peaches she sold but, | do recall,
that they paid her $15 in gold -
aten dollar and afive dollar gold
piece. We never figured out why
they paid in gold but that $15
seemed like a lot of money then.
During the Depression | was
teaching at Rison School for $65
amonth. The highest salary paid
to any Madison County teacher
then was $146 to a high school
principal. For two or three years
Alabama had only enough money
to run the schools for seven
months. Parents who could af-
ford it paid tuition for the other
two months so their children
could complete the full term.
One year the state was so
short of funds that they couldn’t
pay the teachers. So for three
months they gave us warrants
(I0Us). Nobody wanted the war-
rants because of their extended
date of maturity. | was told that

(5nlor1 Bella

Audra Wilson
Melissa Steelman

Expert Hair Care

1701 University Dr.

(corner Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002

Need Someone
to talk to your Club?

Long time Huntsville native and regular writer for Old
Huntsville, Johnny Johnston will be glad to speak before your
group about Huntsville, the way it used to be.

He is a highly regarded speaker whose talks about
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed to keep the audience en-

thralled.

Call Johnny Johnston

at 256-656-9575

Sponsored by Old Huntsville Inc.
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America’s Deck Buil
Custom Designed & Built

- Decks - Porches - Pergolas
Gazebos

* Licensed & Insured

* Locally Owned & Operated

* References

* Free Estimates

* Quality Workmanship

489-4557

www.archadeck.com

Ask aboutlow
maintenance
decking!
er
Surround Yourselfin stYle!

Ranked as top Deck builderin the U.S. by Qualified Remodeler Magazine


http://www.archadeck.com

the Alabama Power Company would take them in trade.
So | traded my three warrants to the power company
for our first electric refrigerator.

Madison County, like the state, also ran short of
funds. They didn’'t have the money to pay people for jury
duty. They gave them IOUs called script. There were two
or three men in town who bought the script at a big
discount from the jurors. Then they collected the full
amount when it became due.

Real estate prices fell lower than ever before. In 1935
a farmer, who had 44 acres of land with a house, two
barns, and acrib sold it all for $1,000. Then he bought
153 acres with a house, two barns and a smokehouse
for $1,800. He paid the thousand he got from the sale of
his property and signed a mortgage for the $800. He
paid that after he sold his crop the next year.

Young people also felt the pinch of hard times. Get-
ting gasoline for their cars was a problem. Four or five
boys would get together or couples would double-date
so they could split the cost of the gasoline. They had no
money for movies so they would go up on Monte Sano
and park at one of their favorite gathering places. Some-
times several couples would get together at the home of
one of the girls and, if a piano or a guitar were handy,
that made it all the better. Picnics, swimming and other
inexpensive pastimes were also popular.

There were the popular floursack dresses. Back then
flour came packed in white cloth bags with the label
printed on the front of the bag. It was packed in 24 and
48 pound bags. The milling companies hit upon the idea
of packing the flour in cloth bags that were printed in
colored designs. Women would select a pattern that she
liked and then she bought flour in that same print until
she had enough material to make a dress or other gar-
ment for herselfor another member of the family.

Prices were in line with what people earned back
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Cunningham’s

Wicker & Rattan Furniture

New shipment of beautiful
STEIN WORLD furniture!

Some Scratch & Dent Pieces!
You Must See These!

710 Andrew Jackson Way (256) 536-3071

‘Thou shalt not Steall”

lIHuntsville
lJAlarm Company

Professional Alarm Installation
Burglar Alarm and Fire Alarm Systems
Surveillance Systems

Residential & Commercial

Wireless Systems - Remote Control

24 Hour Monitoring

Residential Monitoring

12.99

per month Huntsville
Call today for free IAlarm Company

security evaluation!

859-7326

arpentry

Free

Estimates! O I I C C p tS

Qustom Caainets - Entertainment Ganters - Built in Desks - Bookcases
Sehves - Mantles & Woodworking
Licesed & insred  (256) 532-3887 - www.carpentryconceptsonline.com

IfYou Can Dream It - We Can Build It!

Visit our showroom at the Home Solutions Mall, corner of University and Sparkman


http://www.carpentryconceptsonline.com
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then but they seem almost unbelievable to us today. For
example, a lunch consisting of a hot dog, a pint of milk
and a piece of pie cost 20 cents, a five pound bucket of
peanut butter cost 60 cents and a pound of crackers
was 50 cents. Before blue jeans, men and boys wore
overalls which cost 50 cents a pair. A four-door model A
Ford cost $665.

By 1937 times were some better but not by a whole
lot. | recall thatwe could buy groceries for two for $5.00
aweek. That included flour, sugar, coffee, bacon, pota-
toes, abeefroast and other smaller items.

Times were slowly improving. Even as the depres-
sion wound down and World War Il had begun, a frame
house sold for three or four thousand dollars and abrick
house could be built for around $5,000.

Most of us survived the Great Depression and it is
something we shall never forget, but we truly hope that
there will never be another one.

Bigamist Marries Mother,
Daughter and Niece

DECATUR, 1914 — Thomas “Piker” Easley, aformer
resident of our county, is behind bars in the County Jail
on a charge of bigamy, having married three women in
the same family: the mother, her daughter and a niece.

The marriages were over a period of ten years, dur-
ing which time he worked as a

sawmill hand during the day and
a stablehand at night.

The arrestwas made on an af-
fidavit sworn by Deputy SheriffA.
S. Grubbs before Magistrate E.R
Raney of Decatur. Sheriff Forman
had heard several times of Easley’s
misbehavior involving damsels in
Jackson and Madison counties
and was successful Saturday in
capturing the man. He was court-
ing another lass at the time.

The sheriff expects to have a
hard time finding witnesses willing
to testify against Easley. The wom-
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enfolk who became his spouses
are hesitant to find disfavor with

him, sayinginstead that theywould
be willing to continue on with him
as an amorous quartet.

The defendant, Mr. Easley, how-
ever, has rejected attempts to be
freed on bond, preferring to stay
sheltered safely in thejail house.

Judge John C. Eyster is ex-
pected to preside at what should
be an interesting trial.
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that the famous Jersey cow,
Miss Lily, made famous over
100years ago!



Things Could
Have Been
Different

Baseball history in Huntsville,
like much of our history, is full of
irony and untold stories. Perhaps
one of the best tales of local
baseball is one of a young man
who made his way to Huntsville
in pursuit of a career.

The young man was born
near Royston, Georgiain 1886. At
a young age he discovered the
sport ofbaseball and immediately
it became the passion in his life.
This was in the days when every
city, town and mill village had their
own teams and professional play-
ers were almost unheard of.

At the age of nineteen the
young man left home to pursue
his new career. Walking and hitch-
ing rides on wagons he made his
way across the Southland, look-
ing for the “Big Time,” or so he
thought. According to one report
of the day, there were so many
baseball teams that the scores

udc
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were no longer listed in the news-
paper. Players were expected to
pay their own expenses, a fact
that discouraged many would-be
players.

The young man sought out
every sandlot team in town trying
for aposition but was repeatedly
turned down. One team offered
him a position as an unpaid
player, but he had to furnish his
own uniform and glove. The young
man had aglove but did not have
the money to buy the uniform.

The manager of a local team,
amill village team, listened to the
young man and then burst out
laughing. “Son, you better go on
back home and get a real job. If
you think you can make a living
playing baseball, why, you're cra-
zier thanyou look!”

Probably a large part of it had
to do with the exorbitant salary he
was asking... $65.00 a month.

Disappointed, he left Hunts-
ville after only a few days and
eventually ended up in Detroit
where he landed ajob with a lo-
cal baseball team.
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This team went on to become
one of the best known teams in
baseball history and the young
man, Ty Cobb, became a legend
in his own time.
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Nens Hom The Year 1916

News From Huntsville and Around The World

Judge Lawler Murdered

The body of Probate Judge
W.T. Lawler was found yesterday
by ferryman Percy Brooks at the
Hambric Slough bridge on
Aldridge Creek, just a short dis-
tance from the Tennessee River.

Witnesses say the body was
weighed down with iron which Ed
Green identified as coming from
the Madison County Jail, Another
witness, 15year old Gary Clinton,
told of seeing bloodstains on the
bridge.

Judge Lawler was last seen at
the Chatauqua on East Clinton
street. He reportedly received a
message reminding him of an ap-
pointment and left in great haste.
When he did not return that night
the family began making inquiries.

Allegations that the judge was
deeply involved with abootleg ring
have fueled speculation that other
elected officials may be connected
with the murder.

These rumors began when the
Grand Jury recommended im-
peachment for the judge,
Commisioneres and County
Soliciter, all ofwhom are suspected

of taking bribes to let bootleggers
and whiskey runners operate with
impunity in Huntsville and Madi-
son County.

David Overton, a one time Po-
lice Chiefwhom Lawler defeated
in the last election, is being sought
for questioning.

Buffalo Bill
Dies at 71

William E Cody was so
skilled with arifle that in 1868
he managed to kill more than
4,000 buffalo. Ever since, he
has been known as “Buffalo
Bill.” Born in lowa, raised in
Missouri and Kansas, Cody
was also an Army scout,
Indian fighter, hotel owner and
land speculator. But his great-
est role was showman: his
Wild West Show, featuring Sit-
ting Bull and Annie Oakley,
toured the world, earning Cody
the friendship of European
royalty. Buffalo Bill was 71
years old when he died.
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World’s Richest
Woman Dies

Mrs. Hetty Green, believed to
be the world’s wealthiestwoman,
died yesterday in her 82nd year,
leaving one son and one daugh-
ter. Born Henrietta Howland
Robinson, she was the only child
of a New Bedford, Massachu-
setts, merchant and shipowner,
from whom she inherited about
$9 million. Shortly after his
death, an aunt died, leaving her
$4 million, a bitterly contested
legacy.

Concentrating on mortgages
and money-lending rather than
ships, Hetty Green kept increas-
ing her fortune, now conjectured
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to be in the neighborhood of $ 100
million. Stories about her penuri-
ous habits are legendary. When
those who had only a million or
two would spend money for a cab
to a party, she would put coarse
stockings over her shoes and walk
through the snow. In 1867, she
married Edward H. Green,
American Consul in Manila, but
had a pre-nuptial agreement
drawn up, so that her fortune re-
mained entirely in her capable
hands.

Pancho Villa
Routed In
Surprise Attack

Two weeks after their arrival
in Mexico, American troops under
the command of Brigadier Gen-
eral John J. Pershing have rout-
ed Pancho Villa’s army in their
first military engagement.

The fighting took place in the
early morningwhen a detachment
of United States Cavalry led by
Colonel George Dodd launched a
surprise attack on Villa’'s camp at
Guerrero after riding 55 miles in
17 hours. Numbering 400, the
cavalry engaged the Mexicans in

a five-hour running battle, killing
30 of Villa’s 500 troops and
wounding numerous others. Four
Americans were slightlywounded.

According to Pershing’s com-
munique, Villa himself was not
present, but others report seeing
him escape in a carriage.

700,000 Soldiers
Dead at Verdun

French troops today broke
through the German lines in the
Verdun sector north of Fort
Douaumont on a front of six and
one-half miles with some units
penetrating up to two miles.

The French Ministry of War
announced “success is complete”
and that 7,500 prisoners have
been taken, including 300 offic-
ers.

This tactical success may bal-
ance official concern over
Verdun's drain on the French
army.

Unofficial estimates put Ger-
man and French losses thus far
at 700,000 men; the greater part
French. Doubts are heard about
France’s role in the important up-
coming battles of 1917.
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The Objects of Kiwanis International

To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material
values of life.

To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule In all human
relationships.

To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business
and professional standards.

To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive and
serviceable citizenship.

To provide through Kiwanis Clubs a practical means to form enduring
friendships to render altruistic service and to build better communities.

To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion
and high idealism which make possible the increase of righteousness,
justice, patriotism and good will.

The goal of each member listed below is to live each day within these objectives.
Are you challenged to do likewise? Come by and find out. The Golden K Kiwanis Club
meets at the Senior Center, every Thursday morning, at 7:30 AM. Join us in helping
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Tom Neely - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Wendal Payne - Roscoe Roberts - Shelsie Ross
Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan - Walt Terry
John Vaughn - Ben Vizzier - Ray Weinberg - James Winning - Sam Zeman



Gabby Street:
A Baseball
Legend

by Jon Jackson

Huntsville has always had its
share of heros. We have had
astronaults, movie stars and sci-
entists but for generations of
young boys growing up here, none
would ever be as important as a
tall gangly young man with the
unlikely name of Gabby Street.

Charles Edward Street was
born to William and Mary Street
in Huntsville, on Randolph Street,
in 1882. This was an age when
baseball was fast becoming
America’s favorite sport and
Charles, like thousands of other
young boys, was drawn to the
game. Early on, he developed a
passion for the game and by 1898
he was playing for the Milligan
Sluggers, a local amateur team
that played against the mill teams.

From the first, Charles gravi-
tated toward the position of
catcher. “Gabby had agood arm,”
said Sluggers pitcher Ollie
Copeland. “We had a play where
aman on third would take a good
lead. Gabby would throw the ball
about waist high to me. The run-
ner would break for the plate, and
we would catch him in a chase.”
Ollie then went on to explain how
“the Sluggers beat everything
around Huntsville and went look-
ingfor more challenging teams to
play.”

The Milligan Sluggers enjoyed
abrieffame when they played the

“Around the curve, lickety-split
It's a beautiful new car,
Wasn't it?”

Burma Shave Road sign

Memphis Chicks, a team in the
Southern League. Good as the
Sluggers were in a bush-league
setting, theywere soundly defeated
by the professional team. But now
Gabby knew what he wanted to
do: Play professional baseball.

In 1903, he made his profes-
sional debut in Hopkinsville, Ken-
tucky, with the Kitty League for
$60 a month. Yet, despite having
the job of his dreams, all did not
go well for the young catcher. He
was traded twice during the course
of the year: first to Terre Haute,
Indiana, in the Central League,
and then to the San Francisco
Seals of the Pacific Coast League.
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But fortune prepared to shine on
him.

Toward the end of 1903, a
scout for the Cincinnati Reds
saw Gabby play and offered him
aposition in the majors. Even as
a big-leaguer, however, Gabby
still struggled to catch on with a
team. ACer the 1904 season, Cin-
cinnati traded him to the Boston
Braves for another player and
spare change. A year later, he
went back to the minors, where
he played with the Chattanooga
Lookouts until the Washington
Senators picked him up in 1908.
Itwas there that he hit his stride.
For the next four years, he
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worked with one of the best pitch-
ers the game has ever seen: the
legendary Walter “Big Train”
Johnson.

No one today can be certain
ofjust how fast Johnson actually
pitched, but baseball experts es-
timate that his heater may well
have clocked at over a hundred
miles per hour. Ty Cobb, then
playing with the Detroit Tigers,
said of Johnson: “The first time |
faced him, | watched him take
that easy windup— and then
something went past me that
made me flinch. | hardly saw the
pitch, but | heard it. The thingjust
hissed with danger. Every one of
us knew we’d met the most pow-
erful arm ever turned loose in a
ballpark.”

Yet Johnson credited his suc-
cess to Street for helping him
maintain concentration. And it did
not hurt that Street was not afraid

to take the blame if one of his calls
for apitch ended up costing Wash-
ington the game. Johnson also
explained how Street got the nick-
name “Gabby”. “What a catcher
he was,” Johnson said, “a big fel-
low, a perfect target, a great arm,
spry as a cat back of the plate, al-
ways talking, full of pep and fight.
Gabby was always jabbering and
never let a pitcher take his mind
off the game. When we got in a
tight spot Gabby was right there
to talk it over with me. He never
let me forget abatter’'s weakness.”
Street talked the young Johnson
to fourteen victories in his first

“l have wondered at times
about what the Ten Command-
ments would have looked like

if Moses had run them
through the U.S. Congress.”

Ronald Reagan
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season with the Senators, and
thirteen in the second.

Itwas also during his stint in
Washington that he received a bit
of fame for catching a ball
dropped from the top of the Wash-
ington Monument. While this may
seem a minor feat to some, it
should be remembered that the
ball would have been traveling at
over 150 mph. Papers of the day
reported that Gabby was “consid-
erablyjarred by the impact”, but
he went on to catch for Johnson
that day, and Washington beat the
Detroit Tigers three to one. In his
third and fourth seasons Johnson
won twenty-five games each. By
then, the Senators were looking
for fresh talent and Johnson was
doing pretty well on his own.

Gabby was traded to the New
York Yankees in 1911 but the fol-
lowing year he went back to the
minors, where he stayed until the
outbreak of World War |I. Like
many young men of his genera-
tion, he signed up to go “over
there” and win a “war to end all
wars”. Street made sergeant by
the end of the war. Afterward,
there was something different
about Gabby: he had grown up.
The minor league clubs he played
with after the war noticed his new
maturity.

In 1920, he became a man-
ager in the minors, returning to
the major leagues in 1929. As a

Glenn’s Lawn Service

Gereral Laan Care
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man in a boy’s game, Gabby saw
things his players often could not:
The need for discipline, how to
push players to be the best, and
when to stop pushing. Itwas dur-
ing this time that the players be-
gan calling him “Old Sarge.”

In 1929 the St. Louis Cardi-
nals hired him as a first base
coach. Near the end of the 1929
season, Cardinals owner, Sam
Breardon, announced that Gabby
had signed a contract to manage
for the 1930 season. All that win-
ter Gabby worked hard to bring
the best talent possible to the club.
When the team went to Florida for
spring training, Gabbyworked his
“boys” hard and expected them to
stick to the schedule. Smoking,
drinking, and other training in-
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fractions were met with stifffines
and no one was allowed to see
their girlfriends or wives for the
duration of the training camp. By
the time the preseason exhibition
games started, everyone on the
team knew why Gabby had the
nickname “Old Sarge.”

Yet there was a method to the
Old Sarge’s madness. The Cardi-
nals started the season on fire,
winning 17 out of 18 games. Yet
by the beginning of summer, a

“Give me golf clubs, fresh air
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you can keep the clubs and

the fresh air.”
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combination of injuries and illness
knocked Gabby’s “boys” down to
fourth place. The summer of
1930 was a scorcher, with tem-
peratures reaching triple digits
most days. One hundred and
thirty-three St. Louis residents
died from the heat. In August the
team was still in fourth, 9 12
games out of first. Once more for-
tune smiled on Gabby and his
boys. On August 5th the Cardi-
nals beat the Brooklyn Dodgers
4-3 and began a nine-game win-
ning streak. Over the next month
and a half, the Red Birds won 38
of their last 48 games and swept
Brooklyn in a three-game series
to win the National League pen-
nant. But, as good as Gabby’'s
Cardinals were, the Philadelphia
Athletics defeated them in the
World Series, 4 games to 2.

That was the year the Cardi-
nals brought to St. Louis one of
the most talented players the
game has ever seen: Jay “Dizzy”
Dean. Dizzy earned his name

through his pitching ability, as
well as by his oddball antics both
on and off the field. And while
Gabby thought Dizzy was one of
the best pitchers he had ever
seen, he realized Dizzy’s stunts
and lack of discipline might very
well cost the team dearly. In the
1930 Series Gabby did not allow
the 19-year-old rookie to play. The
Spring of 1931 saw Gabby, with
the approval of club vice president
Branch Rickey, sending Dizzy
back to the minors.

Nineteen thirty-one began
with a being for Gabby. At 49, the
seasoned baseball veteran had
set the record as the first man-
ager to win a league pennant in
his first year with a major league
team. After agreat spring camp,
the Cardinals began their pre-
season exhibition games with a
stop in Gabby's hometown of
Huntsville. When the Red Birds
rolled into town, Huntsville's lead-
ers treated the local hero to a
royal welcome. The Merrimack
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Band (led by John L. Hay) and a
large crowd of friends and local
baseball fans greeted the team at
the train station. From there, a
parade made its way to the Hotel
Russell Erskine, where the team
had breakfast and were housed
for the day Gabby visited with
friends and family he hadn'’t seen
inyears.

That afternoon the team went
to Martin Park to play for a capac-
ity crowd. Horton Hutchens, the
Vice President of the Chamber of
Commerce, presented Gabby with
a Hamilton wristwatch. For the
first time in his life words failed
Gabby Street.

The Cardinals played the best
local talent Huntsville had to of-
fer, but at 14-4 itwasn’t even close.
Even when the Cardinals loaned
the Huntsville team Dizzy Dean (he
had not yet gone back to the mi-
nors at this point) and Mike
Gonzalez, the local talent could
not make up the deficit. After the
game Gabby and the other Cardi-
nals signed autographs to hoards
of admiring fans.

By the end of the season, they
were ahead by 13 games, a feat
almost unheard-of in modern
baseball history. Yet, goinginto the
Series, no one really thought the
St. Louis team could win. For one
thing, the team had its share of

“Instead of letting people die
and having to make new ones,
why don’t You just keep the
ones You already have?”

A child’s note to God
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injured players. But the real rea-
son for the critics’ doubt was the
sheer power of the opposing team
- Connie Mack’s Athletics.

The whole country sat spell-
bound listening as radio stations
broadcast play by play action of
the World Series. By the end of the
sixth game, with the teams tied 3-
3, even the harshest critics were
beginning to believe that Gabby
Street might actually pull it offand
win the pennant.

In game seven, the Cardinals
were leading with a 4-0 lead when
the Athletics began a rally in the
ninth inning. Within minutes a se-
ries of home runs dashed Gabby
Street’'s dreams of winning the
World Series. As all of St. Louis
began to celebrate Gabby just
smiled, briefly spoke to the report-
ers after the game, and went
home.

The next fewyears weren't kind
to Gabby. In '32 he couldn’t pull
the team above sixth place, and in
'33 they finished in fifth. It was
back to the
minors for
a few
years be-
fore the St.
Louis
Browns,
an Ameri-
c a n
League
team,
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hired him to manage in 1938. The
team finished that season in sev-
enth place, and Gabby once again
went to the minors.

Gabby began a broadcasting
career in 1940. His talkative na-
ture and the stories gained from
years of baseball made him the
ideal color commentator. A couple
ofyears later, St. Louis hired one
of the most famous voices to ever
go on the air: Harry Caray. For
the rest of the 1940s, until
Gabby's death in 1951, the team
of Harry Caray and Gabby Street
could be heard every summer,
broadcasting Cardinal games
across the Mid-West on WMOX
and a 90-station radio network.

Caray always claimed that
Gabby was like a father. “He was
such a great influence on me,”
Caray later said, “l was just a kid
when | started out and he guided
me along. Gabby was agreat phi-
losophizer. He was born 30 years
too soon; today he'd be a national
figure. Gabby was perfect—he’'d
always have a humorous story in
fit a situation on the field... He was
agreat baseball analyst.”

Charles Evard “Gabby” Street
died on February 6th 1951, after
a long battle with cancer, sur-
rounded by family, friends, and
memories of the game he loved so
well.

An invisible man married an
invisible woman, and the
kids weren’t much to look at
either.
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flour mixture and bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes and browned

EarthTouch

Full Selection of Spring Annuals, Shrubs,
Tropicals. Shop For Rare & Hard To Find Plants.
All At Competitive Prices

8515-B Whitesburg Drive Open Mon-Sat: 8am-5pm
Just south of Lily Flagg Supply (256) 880-3808

Quality Indoor and Outdoor Plants

AI p h a EState Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
v you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

A Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

A Smoke-Free Facility!
% Snack Bar

Cosmic Birthday Parties
*  Group Rates % Pro Shop

f Bowling Instruction Available

% Youth & Seniors Programs

256-539-2785

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW


http://www.alphaestatesales.corr

Local News
From 1907/

- In the recorder’s court this
morning Peter Stevens, arrested
for disorderly conduct, was fined
$5 and costs.

- John Williams, an old man
who was arrested a few days ago
for drunkenness, was ordered re-
leased and directed to leave
Huntsville at once. Williams is
quite an old man being 72 years
ofage and Mayor Smith took pity
on him.

- By reason of an open switch
on the Southern railway freight
train No. 306 - J. Edward, engi-
neer and switch train No 431 with
Conductor Miller in charge - col-
lided on the side track on Merid-
ian Street late yesterday after-
noon, wrecking and derailing two
cars of the regular train, demol-
ishing the pilots of both engines,
smashing the front of a car and
the trucks of the end of the switch
train. No one was hurt.

- Hon. W. T. Lawler, probate
judge of Madison County, entered
upon his 4th year of office on
Monday morning with every deed
mortgage left on the books from
the past year. Business is heavier
than ever and the probate office
is especially busy.

- Mrs. Elma Wesley died of
apoplexy in Merrimack. A long
time resident of Merrimack Vil-
lage, she died last night after afew
days illness with apoplexy. She left
three daughters.

-R.C. Smallwood, sixty years,
died last night at his residence in
the Rowe Mill Village of pneumo-
nia.

-The bursting of awater main
leading from the city pumping sta-
tion to the standpipe caused no
end of trouble Saturday and Sun-
day. A leak was found in front of
the Schiffman Building on the
southeast corner of the square

early Saturday morning and a
force of men set to work to dig
down and make the necessary re-
pair. The job was bigger than they
thought it to be. When the hard
crust of the macadamized street
was removed the escaping water
burst forth and flooded the street.

The flood washed out a bed
down the gutter and being unable
to get in the storm sewer at
Randolph Street, passed on down
to Clinton and flooded that cor-
ner. No damage whatever was
done by the flood.
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and was depending on the Mer-
cury plant for publication, was un-
able to get out at all.

- Three buildings on Jefferson

Street burned Sunday night. A
blaze that is supposed to have
originated from a live wire in the
grocery store of C.K. Brown on
Sunday evening ruined three of

Major Medical
Insurance Plan

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card

- The daily newspapers of theand Dental. Medical, Dental, Life

city are the chiefsufferers because
they had to depend on water
power to run the presses. The
Evening Banner was caught half
through with its editions and city
subscribers were furnished with
the paper in an unusual form.
The Evening Tribune, which had
gotten into trouble at its own plant

Available for Individual, Family,
Business. Medicare Supplement
Available on Disability or age 65
and Up. Short-Term Effective
Immediately. Ages 15 Days to 65.

(256) 859-7477
1-888-822-1049

1-HR Photo Special
990 Double Prints.

Redeem at Propst Drug Photo Lab
Offer Good Until May 31st

Delivery Service Available

Open 8 AM -10PM - 7 days a week
US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping - BellSouth Payment Center

(256)539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012
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Quality Products for the discerning customer
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w HEALTH

Exqusite Massages by Kari Bowling
Certified in Pregnancy Massage

Call for Appointment

Bob Lang, full time, in-store Master Herbalist
7914 South Memorial Parkway, Suite E-9

(256) 880-2422

Exclusive facial,
bath & body
products

* Murad

* Body Bistro
*Dani

* Thymes

* Hamadi

* Gift Baskets
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the small frame buildings across
from the McGee Hotel on
Jefferson Street and resulted in a
property loss of about $2000. The
losses were as follows:

C.K. Brown, grocery, loss
$900; Cedar Garden restaurant
owned by Mary Gray, loss $200,
James McKee, stock of wallpaper
and building, loss $900.

- An older mein, too drunk to
walk, was arrested this afternoon
by Officer Bullard on a charge of
drunkenness. The old man was
too intoxicated to walk alone and
he was hauled to the city lockup
in a delivery wagon. His grand-
daughter paid the fine and took
him home.

- A negro by the name of
Sharpe appeared in the recorder’s
court and complained that while
driving his mule along East
Holmes street last night his mule
ran into a pile of brick, the pres-
ence of which was not disclosed
by any sign of warning. His mule
broke his leg but was not shot.

Kildare ass
(also known as McCormick's Castle)

Beautiful Queen Anne Style home built by
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. O’Shaughnessy.
Listed on the National Register o fHistoric Places

Approximately 17,000 square feet

Offered at $499,900

- The city street force and

Superintendent Murphy are mak-
ing improvements in various por-
tions of the city. California Street
is being graded and put in good
condition. Granitoid pavements
are being placed on Locust Street
in accordance with the promise
made the realty firm that devel-
oped the property further out this
street.

Foot bridges are being put
down wherever needed. Good use
is being made of the street force
and the convicts who are sen-
tenced to hard labor are required
to do the good work.

Mr. Murphy said today that he
was looking for the arrival of the
material for paving the square any
time, and when it does arrive here
then hisjob will begin.

The best medicine for my
rheumatism is being thankful
it isn’t gout.

Clara Mitchell

Too Many
Errands?

Just can't find the time to juggle
your busy schedule to go shopping?

We’re here to assist youl
The Silver Fox Grocery Box was
designed for the elderly and
homebound. Custom Boxes available.
S&H depends on

Dorm Boxes
Available For
Students

Only $24.95

The Silver Fox Grocery Box is
tilled with healthy delicious meals, along
with other foods, snacks, cereals, veg-
etables, fruits and healthy beverages.

1-866-523-3180

www feed-rny-sheep com

From Your First Home . ..

... To Your Finest Estate.

and Fine Homes Specialist

For your most knowledgeable
information give us a call.

We appreciate your business.
Richard Van Valkenburgh

ABR, CRB, CRS, GRJ

Mobile: 256-651-4593

Website: wwwwwrealtor.com



Mr. Anderson’s
Monument

by Jack Harwell

Most of the major roads in
town are named after people, usu-
ally either presidents or promi-
nent local citizens. One exception
to this is Meridian Street. It is
named, not for a politician, but for
atopographical feature. The story
of how that name came about
goes back nearly two centuries.

At the turn ofthe 19th century,
the land where Huntsville is now
located was mostly untouched
wilderness. The human popula-
tion consisted largely of Indians,
with an occasional hardy white
settler. The numbers of the latter
grew rapidly after John Hunt
settled near the Big Spring in
1805, as news of the area’s suit-
ability for farming began to
spread.

As more and more settlers
came to what would one day be
called Huntsville, disputes inevi-
tably arose over land ownership.
With no local government, there
was no way for an individual to
stake a legal claim to his land.
Fortunately, the nation’s founders
had foreseen this problem, and
one of the first tasks the new
United States government under-
took was to establish a standard
for locating and disposing of pub-
lic lands in the territories west of
the Appalachian Mountains.

In 1785, Congress established
amethod of surveying the public
lands by which all such lands
were divided into squares six
miles on a side. These squares
were called townships. The

A deaf man in Tuscumbia
filed for divorce recently
because his wife was
“always nagging him in sign
language.”

squares were marked off on the
map with east-west lines, called
township lines, and north-south
lines, called range lines. Each
township was further divided into
36 squares called sections. Each
section contained an area of one
square mile (640 acres). Settlers
could then buy the land in sec-
tions, half-sections, and quarter-
sections. These sections lines are
still used today, usually to iden-
tify land outside the city limits.

In order to determine the ex-
act location of the township and
range lines, a single reference
point was needed. This point,
called the initial point, was
marked in 1807 by Thomas Free-
man, a surveyor from Nashville,
who was employed to survey the
public lands in north Alabama.
For his initial point, Freeman se-
lected the point where the high-
way from Huntsville to Fayetteville
crossed the state line. The site is
visible from the modern highway

LiKar Saton
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U.S. 231-43 1, which follows the
same route. From that point,
Freeman struck a line due south,
which he called the Huntsville
Meridian, since it passed through
Huntsville, then the largest town
north of Mobile. He drew the
north-south range lines parallel to
the meridian, one every six miles,
and the east-west township lines
he drew parallel to the state line.
Freeman completed his survey in
May 1809, and the first lands
were offered for sale three months
later.

Because the highway leading
north from Huntsville ran along
the meridian, it came to be known
as Meridian Pike. The part of the

There were never as many
log cabins in this country
as there were politicians

claiming to have been
born in one.

« We offer avariety of many different services ,

to meet all your salon needs. \y V,
B Er Positions now Available-Call Lisa or Karen
P fln Hours: Tue - Fri 9am to 6pm (

2312 So. Mem. Pkwy - Suite D (next to Lee’s Car Wash)

Work In Your Pajamast

Join a team of successful and support-
ive people working together in a unique
home based business online and offline.
We are partnered with a company that has
an A-1 financial rating and in good stand-
ing with the Better Business Bureau. Free
training, free web site and no selling. Work
your own schedule! For recorded info call:

888-307-5922 - (Must use code F5515)

or visit www.ilovemyfam.info

Serious inquiries only


http://www.ilovemyfam.info
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road that lay within the city limits became Me-
ridian Street. Of course, Meridian Street does
not run true north and south along its entire
length. Coming from the north, the street
bends to the west as it passes Colonial Hills
Elementary School. But the meridian contin-
ues due south for more than a hundred miles,
until it intersects the 33rd parallel near
Columbiana. Lands south of that line were
surveyed separately.

Meridian Street remained the major
north-south route in north Huntsville until
Memorial Parkway was completed in 1955.
At one time there were five motels on Merid-
ian to serve travellers arriving from Fayetteville
and points north. All are gone now. Also gone
is Woody’s Drive-In Theater, which was lo-
cated just north of the Quietdale Drive inter-
section. The author can recall, as a child, fall-
ing asleep in the back seat of my parents’
Chevy as they took in one of the features at
Woody’s in the early sixties. The site is cur-
rently vacant, with only the vestiges of the
marquee to mark the entrance.

The Huntsville Meridian comes down the
middle of England Street and passes through
Maple Hill Cemetery. There, in 1835, riverboat
captain and outdoor enthusiast Richard W.
Anderson erected a monument on the merid-
ian. Anderson was known as an avid long dis-
tance walker; he liked to take his cotton by
boat to New Orleans, then walk back to
Huntsville! Every morning before breakfast,
he would walk from his home to Whitesburg
and back. The reason for his interest in the
Huntsville Meridian is not known; however,
since his monument bears the names of many
family members who lived here, he may have
just decided to make one marker serve two
purposes.

fRarath?"

Free Estimates
Licensed St Insured
References

We Specialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdeil 326-8053
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10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

Dear Mama

There is nothing to rite about here but | will try anyhow.
Mary misses Huntsville but we are doing all right. Nothing is
happening here and there is not anything to tell. We took the
train to Cincinatti but there was nothing there to talk about. We
saw Louie there and he says he is all right but there is nothing
to rite about. Well, that is about all. 1 will rite again when I have
something else to rite about.

Your son, Ollie Regis (Feb. 12, 1923)

Pine Crest Estate

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

“Provide a better quality
of lifefor persons with
dementia.”

Secure home-style environment.
Family-owned to serve family needs.

Serving Huntsville since 1995 - State Licensed

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811
256-851-9161
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Huntsville News In 1864

The suburbs of Huntsville and the lands for some dis-
tance around the town are being fast denuded of timber. The
beautiful groves are fast disappearing under the ruthless axe
of the invader. There is scarcely a fence around any of the
grounds in the vicinity. In all parts of the town there is similar
evidences of destruction, but not to the same extent.

The fence surrounding the city cemetery has disappeared
and many of its stones have been toppled. The invaders pay
no concern to this desecration.

The soldiers are, for the most part, Regulars, and under
better discipline than formerly, and being prohibited from
entering private houses or lots, without special leave. Not a
single Negro company is stationed there or has been orga-
nized there. Negro men, women and children are quartered
in Greene Academy. When Governor Chapman was ordered
out of his home for refusing to take the oath, and was on the
eve of starting, he received notice that the family must vacate
the house in a specified time and it was said that he was
ordered not to remove any of the furniture, and that Negroes
were to be quartered there, but the latter needs confirma-
tion.

The coal mines in the mountains around Huntsville have
stopped producing. The owners state their coal is being con-
fiscated almost as rapidly as it can be dug and they no longer
desire to labor for nothing.

Thurstan Lumpkin, a citizen of Huntsville, who was sent
to the Nashville Penitentiary, sev-
eral months ago, for telling the
Yankees that he believed that they
were stealing Negro men to carry
them North and improve the Yan-
kee breed, is reported to have died
there, a short time since.

It is said that he was a Rebel
to the last and denounced the Yan-
kees almost, with his dying
breath.

Medicare Supplement

Available on Disability
or Age 65 and up.
$72 - $160 monthly

820 Wellman Ave.
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 859-7477

or Toll Free (Alabama Only)

188622100

&
HARMONY ~
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General
Celebrating Our 42nd Year
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s Table O

Restaurant

1/2 Mile South of the Radisson

Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World
Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts
Plus Many Other Offerings Await You

Full Bar, Cozy Dining
Open Chef Kitchen

Hours
Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat5-10
Reservations Accepted

7914 So. Memorial Pky.
Huntsville, Al 35802
(256) 880-7333

A

Jll

Musical Instruments
New & Used Sound Equipment

Bill & Linda Graviett

Phone 256-b ,-5662
Fax 256-512-5639

MILLER & MILLER

Contractors

Proud To Be American
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New Hope

Man Murdered
while Pulling
Woman through
Window

from 1907 newspaper

Houston Clark, a prominent
young man of New Hope, is on
trial in the law and equity court
for the Killing of Charles Drake, a
young man of the same neighbor-
hood. The charge against him is
murder in the first degree.

Ajury of twelve men was se-
lected this morning. The hearing
of evidence for the prosecution
was begun shortly after noon. The
state claims that Charles Drake
was beaten to death by Houston
Clark at the home of P Overton, a
short distance from New Hope
and has introduced evidence to
show that the instrument of death
was aplank ofwood which is pre-
sented as evidence.

There are three dents and
blood stains on the plank and
these are said to correspond with
the wounds on Drake’s head. Dr.
H. R. Johnson testified that he
was called to examine the dead
man and found that his skull had
been fractured in three places and
his neck disjointed, any one of the
wounds being serious enough to
cause death.

The defense will introduce evi-
dence to show that the defendant
found Drake in the act of pulling
ayoungwoman through the win-
dow of the Overton home. The
plea of the defense is that the act
was justified by the cir-
cumstances. Miss Overton will be
an important witness in the case.

Both families involved in the
tragedy have large connections
and immediately after the Killing
Clark, accompanied by his uncle,

walked to town and surrendered
to Sheriff Mitchell. Clark states
that he walked in order to avoid
trouble, as threats had been made
against his life.

The trial promises to develop
some sensational features and
because few of the facts in the case
have been allowed to reach the
public, there is considerable gen-
eral interest in the case.

Attorneys for both sides state
the trial will probably last all
week. A heavy attendance is ex-
pected.

No wife can endure a
gambling husband, unless,
of course, he’s a steady
winner.
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ROPER'S

SINCE 1938
SAME LOCATION

We can simplify your life

by consolidating auyour insurance and

financial planning under the umbrella of the

f. Smith Laniet & Co.family ofworld

respected carriers. One company for all

your coverages, often at substantial savings.

Doesn't that sound good?

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Call for an analysis Ol quote.

ABEdateHae * FO BxGBY « Hirisille AL 381+ 2580900
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Forbidgen Love

hen John C. and

Emeline were mar-

ried on Christmas
Eve, 1829, no one would have
predicted the unhappy and scan-
dalous end their union would see.
Emeline was many years younger
than John, a prosperous and dis-
tinguished land owner, who had
come to Huntsville with his par-
ents in 1807. He was the ideal
husband for the young Emeline,
or so everyone thought.

Emeline was barely 18 when
they married, and was considered
by many to be lighthearted and
girlish. She possessed a trim fig-
ure and an extremely romantic
and imaginative mind. In this last
characteristic, she and her hus-
band were totally different.

The couple were married in
Courtland and moved to Hunts-
ville after the wedding. They be-
gan their married life in the home
of his mother, about a mile or so
outside of Huntsville. Livingwith
them were John’s two sisters,
older ladies who had never mar-
ried. Both spinsters took an im-
mediate liking to the bright and
flirtatious youngwoman, and the
three soon became good friends.

When his mother died in
1831, John and Emeline moved
to the brick home at the corner of
Greene and Randolph.

On August 9, 1836 the trouble
began. There was a high board
fence that surrounded the home,
and on that day a handbill was
dropped over it. It announced
that a certain Henry Riley, “Stage
manager of many of the principal
theaters in the Union,” would
present an entertainment consist-
ing of recitals, imitations, and
songs.

This handbill was found in the
garden by Emeline’s favorite Ne-

gro girl, Ann, and plans were
made to attend. John however,
was not a theater-goer and chose
to stay home that night and read.
So Emeline, with anticipation of
a good time, set off for the event
with her Ann.

Arriving at the theater,
Emeline went directly to the
choice seats always reserved for
the ladies at the front. The first
act was horribly boring to

ITI_

Emeline, and she fidgeted badly.
But the second act was one she
would remember forever.

When Henry Riley first entered
the stage, Emeline was struck.
Here was her ideal of a man. As
he began to give imitations of “cel-
ebrated performers,” his glance
fell often on Emeline who was sit-
ting on the first row. Riley was
intrigued by the young and
flirtatious girl.

Although Riley had no chance
to speak to Emeline that night, the
whole city was soon aware of the
looks exchanged between the two.

In a few days, a note from
Emeline came to Henry, brought
by the servant girl. He didn't re-
spond, as he had asked a few
questions of the tavern owner and
had found out that Emeline was

Bt NIsTes

Enjoy where you Shop!

At Bennett Nurseries, you'll find a relaxing, park-like
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and
refreshments are served. Please shop with us today.

7002 Memorial Parkway N.
Huntsville, Alabama 35810
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Mark Fortson - Broker, CRS, ABR, GRI

Wanted - Experienced Agents.
We pay 100% commission, you pay a small desk fee

Home Buyers ....
Sellers ...

My services are free!
My rates are reasonable!

810 Regal Drive - Suite A
Oifffice: 489-4010 Cell: 679-1772
markfortson@ knology.net
Huntsville, Alabama
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married to a powerful man in the
community. Another note was de-
livered in two days.

“Henry, if you will come
down to the theater this
evening, | will go there and tell
you where you may see me. Let
no one know of this, notfor your
life. Mr. C. is in the country, |
am all alone.

Your Emeline.

In no time this innocent flirta-
tion exploded into afull blown af-
fair. Almost everyone in town was
talking about it by now, except for
John, who remained unaware.

Emeline now thought ofHenry
every waking moment. Even
though she was acting cheerful at
home with her husband, and as
if nothing bothered her, she knew
her heart belonged to Henry. In-
fatuated with her new love,
Emeline wrote in her diary every
day.

“My heart wanders like a
dropfrom the ocean which can-
not meet its kindred drop, like a
voice which in all Naturefinds
no echo. Keep that ring | sent
you in remembrance of me. One
who loves you. Farewell. Fare-
well.”

A few days later, Henry met
Emeline again in the garden be-
hind her home. The garden ad-
joined the lot where the theater
was located and there was a fence

unt"mduUe

between the two lots. They spent
more time together than they had
planned on, talking in whispers.
When they separated and Emeline
ran toward the house, John
stepped out the back door, anger
clouding his face.

For several weeks John had
ignored the whispers and gossip
he had heard around him. But
now, before he could stop, he
found himself accusing Emeline
of meeting someone in the dark.
She remained silent. He de-
manded to know where she had
been for so long but she still re-
fused to answer. Once inside the
house, John’s rage exploded as he
began shaking her violently, while
shouting all kinds of accusations.
Emeline remained strangely un-
emotional, not bothering to reply
to John.
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Hours later, unable to sleep,
Emeline was torn between loyalty
to John and love for Henry. She
thought of telling John everything,
but she knew if she did John
would kill Henry.

On September 19, the actor
was preparing to depart Hunts-
ville when Emeline’s servant girl
brought him another note. Itsaid
that Emeline’s husband had
missed a favorite picture of her,
the one that Emeline had given to
Henry. She had to get it back, and
in the note told him not to write
her again.

She didn't hear from Henry for
some time. He was now in
Tuscumbia appearing in another
production. Emeline, missing
him terribly, sentword, “Come to
Huntsville to see me. | was once
a brightjewel, but you have

Fine Antimie Furnitue & Accessories

Wt It KI. ,S‘1VI 1 IS t.VI RY IIIIMe

1618 Hughes Road - 895-9791
at the corner of Hughes Road and 72 West

ire Equipment
COMPLETE FIRE EXTINGUISHER SALES & SERVICE

Call Sue Ann Childers 520-1334

Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System
Service & Installation.

830-1642

24 Hour Emergency Service
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robbed me of its luster.”

Whatever hope John had in
saving their marriage now
seemed to crumble. Since August,
he had been anything but a happy
man. When his mind was not on
the severe problems he had in his
business, he brooded often about
the ugly and malicious rumors
about his wife that had originated
among the Negroes. Disturbing
stories had been brought to him
directly by his sisters, who by now
had had a falling out with
Emeline.

A familiar face emerged
around the middle of December,
that of Henry Riley. Rumors trav-
eled rapidly: why was he here,
without his theatrical company,
unannounced, and without any
business? Then, around 2 o’clock
on the afternoon of December 19,
two men “minding their own busi-
ness” saw Riley walking along
Randolph, from the direction of
the square.

As the actor passed Emeline’s
home, the two men saw the
blinds of awindow in the second
story cautiously open and a piece
of paper drop to Riley’s feet. He

hastily looked around him, picked
up the paper, and quickly walked
back toward the courthouse.

The two men could not keep
information of this type to them-
selves, so they quickly went to the
office of their friend, attorney
James W. McClung, and told him
what they had seen. McClung
was a friend of John’s, so he im-
mediately rushed to the land of-
fice with the story.

After hearing McClung’s sec-
ondhand version, John C. sat
back in his chair with a resigned
look on his face. He said that, if
there was enough evidence to
prove that Emeline was unfaith-
ful, he would proceed with a di-
vorce.

The two men accosted Henry
Riley a few minutes later in front
of the Bell Tavern, and aided by a
few curious bystanders, wrestled
him to the ground. After a short
struggle, they managed to pry the
piece of paper out of the actor’s
hand.

“l am so much pleased to see
you here once more, butitis im-
possiblefor me to speak to you.

thiff

Attorney

| am still the same and ever shall
be. Return home, Henry, and
forget me, if you please, but ifit
is ever in my power to become
the bride of H., with honor | will,
and as soon as | can, you shall
know it. Keep my secret. Never
betray me so long as you live.
Write a letter this evening, and
tonight, after tea, slip it through
the window blinds of the arch. |
will be there playing the piano.
Adieu, Henry, Yours.”

grill
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John was still not satisfied
with this latest proof, so he sum-
moned his very best friend,
Samuel Crusoe. He insisted that
they should go to the tavern where
Henry was staying and inquire as
to whether or not Riley had any
luggage with him. When the tav-
ern keeper indicated that he did
indeed have a trunk upstairs,
John and Samuel insisted on
searching the actor’'s room, over
much protest from the tavern
keeper.

Up until this moment, John
still did not believe that Emeline
had been unfaithful to him. He
remembered the early days of
their marriage when every day
was happy. He believed it could
be like that again, if he would just
be patient. Upon opening the
trunk, however, and gazing at its
contents, John knew there was no
more hope. He felt his heart sink
within his chest, and tried to fight
back tears of rage.

The trunk contained very
little, just a few clothes, a hat, and
alarge bundle wrapped in a the-
ater program. When they opened
the bundle, a small miniature of
Emeline fell out. The pic-
ture was one that John
had made the day after
their wedding. Letters, all
in Emeline’s handwriting,
made up most of the
bundle. John did not have
to read many of them to
know the truth about
Henry and Emeline.

That night, after along

and painful deliberation,
John called his wife into
the parlor of their home.
Emeline could tell by the
look on his face, that her
secret romance had been
discovered. Without any
sort of preamble, John
told her that she had to
leave. Their marriage was
over.

When Emeline began
to weep, John announced

that she would be sentback to her
father's home on the very next
stage out.

He had already purchased a
ticket for her. Late that night, in
the midst of a blinding rainstorm,
Emeline boarded the stage to
leave Huntsville forever. There
was no one to see her off.

John sued for divorce the fol-
lowing March. The trial did not
come up until October, and after
reviewing all of
the evidence for
two days, Judge
George W. Lane
ruled in favor of
the plaintiff.

Emeline’s
only comment
about the deci-
sion was that she
believed that
John’s associates
had approached
her under the
guise of friend-
ship and really
desired to de-
stroy his happi-
ness and her
reputation.
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Saying thus, Emeline was for-
ever driven away from the home
on the corner which still stands
as a monument to her ill-fated ro-

The world won't care about
your self-esteem. The world
will expect you to accomplish
something BEFORE you feel
good about yourself.

Cookies,
Home Made Breads
Fresh Bagels
Pastries

Breads Made
To Order
Tue - Fri: 7-4
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883-7377

Breakfast & Lunch

Bailey Cove Rd. across from Grissom High School
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305-A Jefferson St.
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The
Fighting
Preacher

The name “Bushwhacker”
Johnston carried terror to the en-
emy during the Civil War in north
Alabama, but after the war, he
was a fearless preacher for thirty-
one years.

Reverend Milus E. “Bush-
whacker” Johnston was born in
Wilson County near Lebanon, Ten-
nessee, on the 26th of July, 1823.
When he was seventeen years old,
he was “born again” and was li-
censed in 1845, at the age of 22,
by the Methodist Church to
preach. He was first assigned to
the Smith’s Fort circuit, where the

AT HOMEV#H

wife of his youth died and was
buried near the village of Alexan-
dria.

While assigned to the
Larkinsville circuit, Milus
Johnston married Mrs. Mary E.
(Hammer) Findley, of Madison
County, Alabama.

Milus did not leave Tennessee
until it became unsafe for people
to assemble and worship in their
churches. When Federal soldiers
invaded Tennessee, Reverend
Johnston was assigned to the
Fayetteville circuit and was attend-
ing to his own business, that be-
ing the business of preaching the
gospel. Without any cause on his
part, he was arrested by Union
troops and told to quit preaching.
He was later set free and started
preaching again, slipping through
the hills to his appointments.
Again, he was arrested and his
horse confiscated. Reverend
Johnston then walked the hills
and valleys to preach to his con-
gregations. Unable to preach in
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corner of Wynn & University

Tue-Fri 10AM-6PM
Sat. 10-4
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peace, Reverend Johnston took
his wife and moved southward to
Madison County, Alabama, to the
home of his wife’s father.

On arriving home and finding
there was no chance to preach the
gospel and having no desire to
enlist in the army, Reverend
Johnston went to work farming.
His only goal was to take care of
his family to the best of his abil-

On came the Federal army lay-
ing waste to everything in their
path. They burned out the
Reverend’s family three times,
taking everything they had in-
cluding the boots off his feet. He
then crossed the Tennessee River
at the mouth of the Paint Rock
River with the assistance of some
of Col. Roddy’s (4th Alabama Cav-
alry) men. Upon reaching the
south bank of the Tennessee
River, he looked northward and
said, “Boys, | have come to the
conclusion that God never yet
made a man to be slobbered on
always by dogs; hence. I'm going
to give those fellows a turn - the
best turn | can get into the hop-
per.” He immediately went to the
Confederate authorities and was
given acommission and sent back
inside the Federal lines to raise
troops. Reverend Johnston
helped organize a company of
partisan rangers that was mus-
tered into the Confederate Army
and operated primarily in Jack-
son, Madison and Marshall Coun-
ties of north Alabama.

He acquired the name “Bush-
whacker” Johnston after being
appointed a captain of Company
E of Mead’s Confederate Cavalry.

MLEY cG.

* Adult Piano Class
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* Steel Drums Class

“A Complete Music Education Experience*

These units were also known as
Mead’s Regiment of Partisan
Rangers. He was promoted to Lt.
Colonel on March 27, 1865, and
given command of the 25th Ala-
bama Cavalry, which he com-
manded until its surrender to
Union forces on May 11, 1865, at
Trough Spring on Monte Sano
Mountain and was parolled at
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Huntsville, Alabama.

Many amusing anecdotes have
been told of Bushwhacker’s say-
ings and doings during the two
years of his raids and more than
200 skirmishes.

Some of them were exagger-
ated and some were true. His
mode of warfare was just as legal
and effective as those of Morgan
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and Mosby.

Dr. L. Hensley Grubbs of the
Decatur News in 1899 had the
following to say about the old
Ranger chief: "Milus Johnston
was a brave man, a splendid
Commander, avictorious fighter
and only took up the sword after
he was driven out of the pulpit.
He knew nothing of the science of
war and could not give a single
command according to the books,
butwhen he said ‘Catch ‘em boys,’
his Rangers would do it or die in
the attempt.”

After the war Reverend (Bush-
whacker) Johnston lived at New
Hope, Alabama, until his second
wife's death. His second wife bore
him five children while they lived
at New Hope. After her death, he
moved to Union Grove, Marshall
County, Alabama, to live with his
daughter, Mrs. Fannie
Cadenhead, wife of the inventor
ofthe Cadenhead plow.

In the 1890's Reverend
Johnston was assignhed to the
Warrenton, Alabama Mission cir-
cuit. Reverend Johnston helped
establish and was pastor of the
First Methodist Church of Arab.
He also established Methodist
churches at Oleander, Ruth and
Union Grove while assigned to the
Warrenton circuit. Milus E.
Johnston retired in November,
1896, at the age of 73.

On January 4, 1899, Rever-
end Johnston married Mrs. Jane
Jullian, the widow of John
Jullian. They were married at the
bride’s home in Cataco Valley near
Oleander, Alabama. He was 76
and she was 69 at the time of their
marriage. Reverend Johnston
lived on his wife's farm, where he
wrote his memoirs, until her
death.

After his wife’s death, Milus E.
Johnston moved to Watertown,
Tennessee, in Wilson County to
live with one of his sons. He died
in 1915 at the age of 92 and is
buried in Hearn Hill Cemetery
near Watertown.
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The Livestock
Auction Barn

by Curtis Ramey

The Madison County Live-
stock Auction Barn was located
in Huntsville, Alabama, on
Oakwood Avenue, not far from the
railroad line and the Pinhook
Creek.

It was operated by Mr. Prock
Fisk who had previously operated
a grocery store at Hazel Green,
Alabama. | believe Mr. Fisk was
preceded at the auction barn by
Marvin Stinnett.

Prock Fisk was a tall ‘gentle-
man farmer/ businessman” look-
ing fellow and nearly always
smoked a large crooked Pipe
which emitted a strong tobacco
fragrance. He was a friendly and
accommodating man. | think he
knew me largely through his ac-
quaintance with my Father (Ben
Ramey) who dealta lot in livestock
trades with Mr. Fisk. When | cam-
paigned for Madison County
Judge, Mr. Fisk offered me the use
of his offices during the campaign.
| thanked him, but did not use
them.

The auction barn was very
crowded and noisy on auction
day, which | seem to remember,
was on Wednesday of each week.
There were wagons, trucks,
people and cattle all over the
place. To me, itwas very exciting,
kind of like a circus. Inside the
barn, there were seemingly end-
less cattle stalls and a huge open
arena. A large and imposing
auctioneer’'s desk was on the
north wall of the arena. Around
the arena, there were rows of
seats where the farmers and pro-
spective bidders sat. The auction-
eer was a Mr. Tinson who lived in
Gadsden, Alabama, and com-
muted to the auction every week.
He was a fascinating man when
auctioning. He could hold a kid
spellbound just listening to his
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singsong.

It seems there were always
peddlers of various and sundry
goods around the barn, especially
on auction day. One could buy
fruit, vegetables, molasses, syrup,
blankets, quilts, walking canes,
maybe a used gun, and other
assorted items.

There was a “sheep dip” at the
barn for treating and delousing
animals. They had to pass
through the dip before being

weighed. One of my many cous- Graduatlon
ins worked at the barn one sum- T P
mer, and did the weighing of the Anniversaries
animals. Mr. Fisk would permit 539-8022

some of us boys to run our dog
through the dip to rid the dog of
fleas.

When an animal was brought
into the auction arena by two or
three attendants with prods and

www .thesoapdishonline.com

A Unique Body & Bath y A
Boutique featuring

soaps, candles,

bath items, linens

sheep crooks, the auctioneer be- and unique
gan his song. | marveled at how gifts for that
he could do the staccato singsong special
ofbidding prices. To purchase an person on
animal, a bidder would nod his your list.
head or raise his arm slightly to  Located in

signal his willingness to pay a cer-
tain price. You had to be careful
with your body movements or you
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would have made a bid uninten-
tionally. The arena smelled of hay,
manure and strong tobacco, all in
a sturdy, bracing melange of odor.
Also, piles of hay were stored
above and behind the bleacher
seats where the bidders sat. We
boys would lie up there in the hay
and be mesmerized by the
auctioneer’s steady whine. | must
admit that several of us frequently
played “hooky" from school to go
to the auction. There were a few
chickens living around the barn
area, and they layed their eggs in
the hay above the arena. We were
not above rolling or gently tossing
an egg down on the crowd of bid-
ders. When we did so, we were
forced to take immediate flight
and go on to Sycamore swimming
hole on the Pinhook Creek. |
often wondered if Mr. Fisk knew |
was one of the culprits rolling eggs
down on the unsuspecting people
below. | suppose not, in the light
of his generous offer of the use of
his offices for my campaign.

I have no idea when the old
auction barn closed its opera-
tions. Itis gone now. | don't know
what | wouldn’t give to hear that
musical sing-song of the auction-
eer, and to sit under the shade
trees outside, watching the move-
ment of men and cattle. It was a
joy to sitaround a small group of
the farmers and hear their jest-
ing and story telling. They dearly
loved to whittle on a stick ofwood
and spin their tales. What gripping
and exciting stories they could tell!
It was a good and peaceful
atmosphere for a young kid
spellbound by crowds and a
wonderful auctioneer!

This story is an excerptfrom
‘Memories” by Curtis Ramey.
The book is a wonderful
collection ofstoriesfrom Lincoln
Village and can be purchased by
sending $20 plus $5 shipping
and handling to Curtis Ramey,
309 W. 7th St., Suite 1030,
Fort Worth, Texas 76102
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Tips
From Liz

- Emptied fruit, such as or-
anges or cantaloupes, refilled with
vanilla ice cream with raspberries
or strawberries make dainty little
bowls. Cover with pink whipped
cream and garnish with red cher-
ries and serve at your summer
afternoon tea.

-When you rub lotion on your
face, be sure and get your neck
area too as it need moisturizing
as much as your face.

- Having trouble sleeping?
Oftentimes, just an extra pillow
will help.

- Dip asparagus into egg bat-
ter, roll in fresh bread crumbs or
cracker meal and fry to a golden
brown in butter. A very select veg-
etable with ajuicy steak.

- Two cups of flour, two tea-
spoons of baking powder, a pinch
of salt, and add cold water to
make a stiff batter. Drop by tea-
spoonfuls in meat broth for drop
dumplings that never fail.

- Give your colicky infant mild
ginger tea. It's wonderful for di-

W anted

Any memorabilia from the
1955 Sesquicentennial.

Documents, Books Awards.

Want to buy or borrow
for a collection to display.

Call Henry at
536-4766

gestion and gas. For fever, eat
grapes throughout the day. Also
dilute pure grape juice and sip.

- Whisper to an angry child.
He’'ll have to stop crying to listen
to you.

- To ease the discomfort of a
bad hangover, rub half a lemon
under each armpit. This may ease
the feeling somewhat.

- For Asthma, eat 3-6 apricots
a day. They help heal lung/bron-
chial conditions.

- For regularity, drink thejuice
of one lemon mixed in one cup of
warm water, every morning. A bit
of honey may be added to
sweeten. You'll be amazed at the
results.

-A lady who had ringing in her
ears tried dropping 2 drops of
onion juice into her ears 3 times
aweek and it stopped.

- Garlic is wonderful for your
heart - take 2 capsules a day to
protect and strengthen the heart
and help thin your blood. Also,

* FLATTEN YOUR TUMMY

luck
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use garlic in cooking and raw in
salads - the cloves get really mild
and sweet when baked or roasted.

- For indigestion, scrub an
orange and eat some of the peel 5
minutes after a meal.

Kelly’s
ITIL.

GARDEN CENTER INC.

7095 Hwy. 72 West
Huntsville, Al
(256) 722-4900
Fax 895-0410

N ig y -

MAKE YOU LOOK SLIMMER
* CONTOUR YOUR HIPS
* LIFT YOUR BUTTOCKS

Ladies clothing, gifts and accessories
408 4th Ave SE Decatur « 515 Pratt Ave Huntsville
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The 1943 American Legion
Baseball Team

by John Medlin

During the 17thyear of my life,
| was, as always, on a baseball
team from the Lincoln Mill Village.
The year was 1943 and we played
at Lincoln Park on Meridian
Street. Each year there were at
least four teams from Lincoln Vil-
lage. They were the Cardinals,
those boys in the new village area,
the Yankees, those boys from
around the Cottage Street area,
the Browns, those boys from
streets south of the Lincoln Mill
and the Phillies, boys north of the
Lincoln Mill. These groups made
up the baseball teams of the vil-
lage. We would play against each
other all summer.

In those days there were no
Little League ball clubs and so the
older folks who had actual base-
ball knowledge and who lived in
the Village would get all of the kids
organized and form these teams.

Every year the best players of
the four teams in Lincoln Mill Vil-

lage would be selected for the
American Legion Baseball team
who would then represent the Mill
Village in other games. In 1943 we
were invited to play in Lanett, Ala-
bama.

While we were in Lanett we
were on the way back to the Ar-
mory where we were stayingwhen
a policeman began to follow us.
The person driving did not have a
license so before the policeman
got to the car Alton Berryhill
leaped over the seat and into the
driver’s seat. He was the only one
who had a driver’s license. Once
the policeman saw who we were
he let us go without a ticket.

We played for three games
and in the last game we lost our
pitcher, Paul Carroll, when a ball
hit him on the shoulder when he
was at bat. He was the best pitcher
we had and and afterwards every-
one, including me, took turns
pitching. | always played short
stop and had never pitched a

game. One ball was popped up to
me while | was on short stop and
| started to holler, “I got it, | got it”
and the ball landed right in front
of me. None of us had ever played
under night lights before.

In the 9th inning, J.W. lvey was
put in as our pitcher. He was wild
and walked 2 or 3 men. After the
first half of the game, Frank Will-
iams, who was one of the manag-
ers, started changing pitchers. In
the top of the 9th inning Lanett
made 19 runs and in the bottom
of the 9th they scored another 2
runs beating us 21-3.

Regardless, we still had agreat
time.

Each year at the end of the
baseball season, Mr. Milton Peeler,
the Mill Superintendent, gave a
banquet for the teams at his home
on Meridian Street. There were
player awards given out to the
Most Valuable player and other
types of awards.

The rock wall around Mr.
Peeler's home was a meeting
place for the young ball players
and many nights | have set on the
wall with my friends rehashing the
day’s events.

From left to right: Coyle Ray, Frank Williams, Obie Johnson, Erskine Cantrell, Bill Shelton, Billy Stone,

Wesley Worley, Erskine Payne, Leon Hill, JW.

Ivey, Paul Carroll, Bart Ellis, J.J. Graham, unknown,

Leon Helton. Phil Peeler, Cecil Fain, Herbert Ray. Kneeling: Billy Johnson, Grady Harbin, Alton Berryhill,

John Medlin, unknown
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| ewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing-
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer
with special respect and giving great service.

A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be
purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 Ib. bar-
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family,
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with
us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



tUhen life ums simple

When the community of Hurricane Creek acquired its first school bus, inthe 1920s,
they must have thought they were really entering the modern age. When the bus got
stuck in mud holes, as it often did, students would unload and help push the bus out. Any
student caught misbehaving would be put off the bus and would have to walk home,
often a distance of four or five miles. There were few repeat offenders.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service: /prtave. ne
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