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L in c o y a
Andrew Jackson’s 

Adopted Son?

Fact or Fiction?
The b a ttle -h a rd en ed  officer, w ho 

only h o u rs  earlier h ad  o rd e red  the 
m assacre  of h u n d re d s  o f Ind ians, 
took  the baby  to h is  tent. T here  w as 
no  m ilk  on the battlefield  an d  the  
b ab y  w as crying. S u m m o n in g  an  
aide, the officer in s tru c ted  h im  to 
fetch som e so rghum  syrup . After d i­
lu ting it w ith  w ater the officer, w ith 
the aid  of a  flickering candle, sp en t 
th e  r e s t  o f th e  n ig h t d ip p in g  h is  
finger in the sy rup  an d  letting the 
baby  su ck  on it.

T h u s began one of the s tran g es t 
e p is o d e s  in  th e  life  o f G e n e ra l 
A ndrew  Ja c k so n .

Also in this issue: The Life of William Bradford Huie
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Lincoya
The tiny Indian baby boy was 

found hidden beneath a pile of 
cedar brush, with his parents ly­
ing dead a few feet away in the 
middle of a bloody battlefield. A 
soldier picked the baby up and 
carried him to a group of Indian 
w om en p r is o n e rs  who w ere 
standing nearby.

Gesturing to the women, the 
soldier tried to get them to take 
the baby. The women refused; 
“Kill him too, ju st like you killed 
the others.”

The soldier hesitated about 
leaving the baby to a sure death 
but there was no choice; Indian 
fighters did not carry babies with 
them. ReluctanUy he made a bed 
out of pine straw and placed the 
baby on it. By this time other sol­
diers had gathered; some of them 
with bloody bandages from the 
morning’s battle, their faces black 
from the powder of long rifles. 
They watched silently, possibly 
thinking of their own children 
back home, as the soldier p re­
pared to abandon the baby.

An officer stopped to see what 
was going on. Silently, without 
asking questions, he understood 
the sad dram a that was unfold­
ing before him. Finally, in a low 
voice that was almost a whisper, 
he said, “Give the baby to m e.”

The battle-hardened officer, 
who only hours earlier had or­

dered the massacre of hundreds 
of Indians, took the baby to his 
tent. There was no milk on the 
batdefield and the baby was cry­
ing. Summoning an aide, the of­
ficer instructed him to fetch some 
sorghum syrup. After diluting it 
with water the officer, with the aid 
of a flickering candle, spent the 
rest of the night dipping his fin­
ger in the syrup and letting the 
baby suck on it.

Early the next morning, as the 
army prepared to move out and 
with the baby sleeping peacefully 
on his cot, the officer wrote a note 
to Leroy Pope in Huntsville. He 
was sending the baby to him, he 
explained, along with a group of 
Indian prisoners and was request­
ing that the child be cared for un­
til the time he could come after it.

Minutes later the army was on 
the march again, and thus began 
one of the strangest episodes in 
the life of General Andrew Jack­
son.

War with the Indians was in­
evitable. Ever since the early 
1800s when settlers began pour­
ing into Alabama in search of new 
lands, many white people consid­
ered the Indians an obstacle to 
continued growth. Many settlers 
began moving onto Indian lands, 
and although the Indians were 
supposedly protected under Fed­
eral law, in reality the government 
tu rn e d  a b lin d  eye to the 
continued encroachments.

By A ugust of 1813 the 
Indian’s anger toward the whites

a 's )
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had reached a boiling point. The 
Creek Indians, encouraged by 
their chiefs and prophets to drive 
the white invaders out of their 
country, attacked Fort Mims, bru­
tally slaughtering its defenders 
along with the women and chil­
dren. When word of the m assa­
cre reached Governor Blount in 
Tennessee he ordered Andrew 
Jackson, a Major General in the 
state militia, to raise an army to 
crush the Indians in retaliation.

Jack so n  sen t w ord to the 
loca l m ilitia s  to m eet a t 
Fayetteville, Tennessee. From all 
ac ro ss  Tennessee and  N orth 
Alabama men and boys, shop­
keepers and frontiersmen, rich 
and poor, kissed their wives and 
girlfriends good-bye and with long 
rifles across their shoulders, 
rushed to join the army.

Several weeks later, on Octo­
ber 11, 1813, rum ors reached 
Jackson that Indians were p re­
paring to attack Huntsville. Jack­
son responded  by forcing his 
arm y on a grueling non-stop  
m a rc h  from  F ayettev ille  to 
Huntsville.

Although the rum ors were

“My memory’s just not as 
sharp as it used to be. Also, 

my memory’s not as sharp as 
it used to be.”

Ron Eyestone

false, they proved to be a major 
benefit to Jackson. The militia 
that had gathered at Fayetteville 
resembled an unruly mob more 
than an army. Many of the men 
were unwilling to follow orders 
and even fewer were willing to drill 
and learn to m arch as an army. 
When news of Indians in Hunts­
ville reached them, however, they 
quickly formed up in ranks and 
after a forced m arch lasting all 
day, with officers constantly push­
ing them on, Jackson had an 
army willing to follow orders.

S everal m a jo r h is to r ia n s  
believe that Jackson, or his offic­
ers, actually started the rumor.

Another major factor in mov­
ing the army was supplies. An 
army of several thousand men 
required vast am ounts of food 
and equipment and Huntsville, 
with its rich plantations, was one 
of the  few a re a s  th a t  cou ld  
supply the needs on short notice.

The next several weeks were 
hectic for the General as he made 
preparations for the campaign. 
Jackson separated his army into 
three different camps; sending 
one to nearby Ditto Landing, an­
other to a spring near what is now 
Bailey Cove and the main force to 
Brahan Springs. Reed, Mitchel & 
Company of Huntsville was given 
the contract to transport supplies 
for the army as it advanced. Leroy 
Pope agreed to act as purchasing 
agent and Horace Nance got the 
contract to supply powder and
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flints.

By the last week in October the 
army was ready to move against 
the Indians but almost immedi­
ately it was besieged by difficul­
ties. Promised supplies lagged 
miles and days behind the troops. 
Hungry and often bare-footed men 
rebelled. Villages were raided and 
burnt to obtain food, with Indian 
men, women and children slaugh­
tered indiscriminately. Battles 
were fought with no surrenders 
accepted.

One of Jackson’s men later 
said, “We killed all of them we 
could find,” while Davy Crockett 
said, “We shot them like dogs,”

At least one writer has written 
th a t Jac k so n  m ay have been 
forced to allow, and even encour­
age, the slaughter. Most of his 
army had enlisted for ninety days 
and as their enlistments expired 
they were demanding to go home. 
There were few supplies and little 
food - the only thing holding the 
army together was the desire to 
seek revenge from the Indians.

It w as a t th e  v illage of 
Tallushatchee, located about 15 
miles below Fort Strouther, where 
the Indian baby had been rescued 
from the carnage of the bloody 
battlefield by General Andrew 
Jackson. Perhaps as he held the

“If you mess up, it’s not your 
parents’ fault, so don’t whine 
about your mistakes, learn 

from them.”

Bill Gates to a high school 
graduation ceremony

baby in his arms he thought of his 
own youth, when he too had been 
orphaned. Or maybe he thought 
of his three-year-old nephew, wait­
ing for him  at the Hermitage, 
whom he had adopted and given 
the name Andrew Jackson, Jr.

After w riting  Leroy Pope 
asking him to look after the baby 
un til it could be sen t to the 
Hermitage, Jackson  wrote his 
wife Rachel.

“I have in s tru c ted  Major 
White to carry to you the little 
Lincoya. He is the only branch of 
his family left, and the others, 
when offered to them to take care 
of, would have nothing to do with 
him, but wanted him killed imme­
diately...”

“Quals, my interpreter, carried 
him on his back and brought him 
to me. Charity and Christianity 
says he ought to be taken care of 
and I send him to my little Andrew 
and I hope to adopt him as one of 
the family.....”

While Jackson was worrying 
about charity and Christianity the 
other Indian women and children 
prisoners who had been sent to 
Huntsville w ith Lincoya were 
locked in a stockade near the 
present day Maple Hill Cemetery 
where many were undoubtedly 
sold as slaves.

Several m onths later, in an­
other letter to Rachel, Jackson 
was still trying to arrange trans­
portation for Lincoya to the Her­
mitage. “To amuse Andrew and to 
make him forget his loss (of his 
parents), I have asked Col. Hays 
to carry Lincoya to him .”

L .  T h o m a s  R y a n ,  J r .
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R achel w rote b ack  th re e  

weeks later, “I am vexed that none 
of your friends will fetch him  to 
me.”

While Rachel worried about 
the Indian baby, Jackson contin­
ued his campaign against the 
Creeks. More battles were fought, 
with no quarter given and often 
defenseless Indians slaughtered. 
In March 1814, at the battle of 
Horseshoe Bend after trem en­
dous bloodshed, the Indians were 
defeated and forced to cede three 
fifths what would later become the 
state of Alabama.

During this time Lincoya ap ­
parently arrived at the Hermitage 
as Rachel wrote on April 7, “Your 
little Andrew is well. He is much 
p le a sed  w ith  h is  p lay m ate  
Charley (Lincoya’s nickname). I 
think him a fine boy indeed.”

In May of 1814 a victorious 
G eneral Jack so n  re tu rn ed  to 
Huntsville. A joyous crowd met

him at the town limits and escorted 
him to the newly completed home 
of Leroy Pope where he was feted 
as a conquering hero. Rachel had 
traveled from the Hermitage to 
meet her husband and after sev­
eral days of festivities they re ­
turned home.

Days later Jackson’s army be­
gan straggling through Huntsville. 
As the soldiers began telling their 
stories, a wave of disgust swept 
through many of the citizens. They 
heard of a senseless slaughter, of 
men starving for lack of supplies, 
of men being wounded and forced 
to make their way back home with 
no medical treatment. Perhaps the 
most compelling story they heard 
was that of a young soldier whose

enlistment was nearly up. When 
he tried to return hom e Jackson 
had him shot as a warning to oth­
ers.

Even the m ost hardened of 
the frontiersmen were sickened 
by what they had seen.

If Jackson had intended to 
seek quiet refuge in the arm s of 
his family at the Hermitage, it was 
not to be. As stories of the cam­
paign began to spread, wild ru ­
m ors were circulated, many of 
which were about his family.

Even the baby Lincoya was 
not immune to the rum ors. Many 
people were aghast that Jackson 
would take an Indian child into 
his own home and trea t it as a 
white person. Other people, per-

“People our age can still 
enjoy an active, passionate 
sex life! Provided we get 
cable or that dish thing.”

Johnny Stevens, Arab
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haps the minority, called Jackson 
a hypocrite for waging such a 
cruel campaign against the Indi­
ans and then attempting to show 
compassion against a “token In­
dian.”

Old charges of his wife being 
a bigamist were leveled at Jack­
son. She had been m arried ear­
lier and failed to get a legal divorce 
before she m arried Jackson. Al­
though it probably happened as 
a result of an innocent mistake, 
in the early 1800s this was akin 
to being labeled a prostitute.

Ju s t as it seemed that the ru ­
m ors and tales would put an end 
to Jack so n ’s reputation  came 
news that the British were about 
to attempt an invasion of the Gulf 
Coast. Jackson was ordered to 
hastily form an army to m arch 
against them. The ensuing battle 
of New Orleans made him a na­
tional hero and propelled him to 
the front page of every newspa­
per in the country.

It was an age of exuberant 
romantacism about the wild fron­
tier. Writers, editors and pulp fic-

callingfor the Indians to be evicted 
from their lands.

Jackson became the pivotal 
figure in deeding with the Indians. 
From 1814 to 1824 Jackson was 
instrum ental in negotiating nine 
out of eleven treaties which called 
for the Indian removed. The trea­
ties called for voluntary emigra­
tion however, and few Indians 
moved during this period of time.

Although Jackson  believed 
that the best solution for the Indi­
ans was total removal, he appar­
en tly  th o u g h t d iffe ren tly  of 
Lincoya

He wrote Rachel in April of 
1818 to, “Kiss my two sons and 
accept my prayers for your health 
and happiness untd I return.”

Several years later Jackson 
wrote a friend about his concerns 
for their education. “I have my 
little sons, including Lincoya, at 
school, and their education has 
been greatly neglected in my ab­
sence.”

In 1821 Jackson ran  for and 
was elected to the United States 
Senate. Almost immediately he
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tion publishers all vied with one 
another with lurid stories about 
red savages scalping innocent 
women and children. Luminaries 
such as Jackson, Davy Crockett 
a n d  S am  H o u sto n  w ere 
liononized as Indian fighters. 
People, mostly northerners who 
had never seen an Indian, began

began pushing for forced emigra-
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age, but they haven’t made 
one called “Buns of Putty.”

Cheryl Tribble
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tion of the Indians, saying that 
“two races, with so many differ­
ences, can never live side by side 
in harmony.”

Some of the strongest oppo­
sition came from the same men 
who had served with him during 
the Indian campaign in Alabama. 
Davy Crockett said he would be 
“asham ed to back such a m ea­
sure,” and Joseph Adams asked 
why Jack so n  him self d id  not 
move, instead of the Indians. Wil­
liam Pierce went even farther and 
accused Jackson of using the is­
sue to run for President, “with no 
regard for human dignity.”

Strangely, while Jackson was 
pushing the issue, he was also at­
tempting to get an appointment for 
Lincoya to the military academy 
which had a firm rule that only 
Caucasians could be admitted.

In 1824 Jack so n  ran  for 
President of the United States. 
Although there were many other 
issues - banking, tariffs, and  
states rights - the theme m ost 
people seized upon was his stance 
on forced Indian removal. People 
seemed evenly split with wealthy 
landowners backing removal and 
com m oners generally opposed 
to it.
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Old rum ors about Rachel 
Jackson were dredged up once 
again and stories of Jackson's In­
dian son became fodder for the 
gristmill. Some newspapers called 
Jackson an opportunist for hav­
ing an Indian son and at the same 
time advocating Indian removal. 
One of Jackson’s supporters re­
plied to the charge saying that 
Lincoya was not really a son, but 
more like “a house servant.”

In a bitterly contested race 
Jackson won the popular vote in 
a four-man race. Neither won a 
majority of the vote however and 
the election was sent to the House 
of Representatives where John 
Quincy Adams was selected.

Jackson and his supporters 
were bitterly disappointed, believ­
ing the election had been stolen 
from them. Almost before the last 
ballot was counted plans were laid 
for Jackson to rim again in 1828.
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Up until this time Jackson 

seemed genuinely fond of Lincoya. 
The lad, about 15 years old at the 
time, often accompanied Jackson 
on trips and was entrusted with 
many duties befitting that of an 
adopted son. He was well cared 
for, had a good education and had 
m ost of the privileges of a young 
man in the aristocratic south.

Suddenly, in the late fall of 
1827, J a c k so n  accom panied  
Lincoya to Nashville where he was 
apprenticed to J.R. Howard, a 
saddle m aker located near the 
center of town. The young boy, 
used to a life of privilege, now 
found him self working over a 
saddler’s bench six days a week 
and sleeping in an unheated room 
in the back of the shop. Several 
m onths la te r Lincoya caught 
pneumonia and died a short time 
afterwards.

According to Jackson’s official 
biography, Lincoya’s body was 
taken to the Hermitage where it 
was buried in the family plot.

The grave has never been 
found.

A few months later Jackson, 
making Indian removal a central 
theme of his campaign, won the 
U.S. Presidency by a landslide.

Today one of the few rem ind­
ers of the Indian baby is a street 
named Lincoya here in Huntsville. 
Appropriately, it is ju st west of 
Andrew Jackson Way, the same di­
rection the Indians were sent.

Mrs. Ford
House Cleaning 

You deserve to 
Pamper yourself!

694-1301

Jack’s 
Toy Store

Specializing in the service 
& restoration of fine 
British automobiles, ja g u a r

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703 
______ Huntsville. Alabama_______

Old Huntsville 
Trivia

1818 - John Hershey is 
sentenced to receive 39 lashes on 
the back and to be chained to the 
pillory for three days for abandon­
ment of his family and the vice of 
“drunkenness”.

1831 - A new town ordinance 
declares that a police patrolman will 
call out the hour and half hour until 
daybreak.

1876 - The Huntsville City 
Council posses an ordinance to 
regulate the sale of cocaine.

1905 - 1,479 white men and 
112 Negro men are registered to 
vote in Madison County.

1930 - 54 moonshine stills are 
raided In Madison County.

Painting

Free Estimates 
Licensed «  Insured 

References
We Specialize in Historic Homes 

JohnM . Bzdell 3 2 6 -8 0 5 3

Quality 
Professional 

Dry Cleaning & 
Laundry 
Service

One of Huntsville's 
Oldest 

Businesses! 
Since 1928

< : r  i f j
•o v. v.j IWaf ,v'«J

SA N D ER S
1215 Iordan Lane 837-6072
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News From 1904
- For rent - For the cooler months, a fur­

nished house with ten rooms, all m odern 
conveniences. Apply to 242 East Holmes St.

- When you get ready to move up to 
Monte Sano, let us know. Your groceries 
won’t cost you one cent m ore delivered on 
Monte Sano than they do delivered to this 
city. John E King, Grocery Co.

- Injured in runaway - As the result of a 
runaway accident near the Wade Mattress 
Factory yesterday afternoon, Mrs. R. B. 
Searcy was badly injured and Mrs. Frank 
J. Thompson was painfully bruised..

The ladies were driving in front of the 
factory when the horse got his tail over one 
of the reins and began to run. Mrs. Searcy 
attempted to jum p out of the buggy and was 
thrown with great force against the ground, 
the back of her head striking against the 
stone curbing and cutting the scalp very 
badly. Mrs. Thompson did not jump but was 
thrown from the buggy a little further down 
the street. She was painfully bruised but not 
cut. Mrs. Ward is believed to be serious. The 
ladies were attended to by Dr. Brooks and 
last night both were resting quietly.

- For sale - Pine bird dog, 8 months old. 
Apply to Tilford McLean, Telephone 39.

- Joe Mason Arrested. He claims that he 
did not sell whiskey but only bought it for 
his friends. Joseph Mason, the well known 
egg and produce dealer, was tried before 
Commissioner Greenleaf yesterday on a 
charge of retailing whiskey, and was placed 
under bond for appearance before the next 
grand jury of the US. Court.

The revenue men claim that Mason has 
been violating the revenue laws with 
impunity for several years and has 
kept a whole section of Paint Rock

Valley supplied with whiskey. Mason, on the other hand, 
claims that he was not selling whiskey but that he merely 
took orders for it and delivered it to his friends and custom­
ers whom he desired to accommodate and furthermore, that 
he made no profit whatsoever by delivering the liquor. The 
case is unique and will be an interesting one for the next 
grand jury to pass upon.

- We beg to announce that Hutchens & Murdock have 
been appointed sole agents for the Block Light in the city of 
Huntsville and that the light is on exhibition at their offices. 
The Block Light will give 300 candle power and save half 
your gas bills. It takes six inch electric lights to give the light 
of one Block Light. Satisfaction guaranteed.

Look younger 
than your daughter!

14  days using

NutriMinC' R E 9
Skin Caro System Used Daily 

The Results are Obvious... 
Younger, Firmer Looking Skini

Call Loday for a free sam ple  256  2 3 3  3440

A K H O N N K  j
in  ri;i;.\.\T i(> .\.\i n
! i 'd i" | '■ i *1 - n r  C o i i M i 'n n r

PURE S W I S S  SKIN CARE

Writers
Send us your stories to be 

published in Old Huntsville. Stories 
must be about Huntsville and have 
factual basis. Please do not send 
original manuscripts. Send your 
stories to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East 
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

H O M E O W N E R S

LOAN AMOUNT 

$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  
$ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  
$300,000.00

MONTHLY PYMT. 

$408.24 

$816.48 

$1224.72
Rates effective 07/77/03 based on 1 year ARM t  subject to change.

• P u r c h a s e

• R e f in a n c in g

• D e b t  C o n s o l id a t io n

• C o n s t r u c t io n

L a w K 5 3 9 - 0 5 5 5
1 -8 8 8 -7 3 6 -5 3 1 9  
A m S ou th  c e n t e r  

200 C lin ton  A ve . S u ite  509
www.lawhomtnortaagecompany.com

http://www.lawhomtnortaagecompany.com
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The Old Green Chest
by Austin Miller

I don’t know how old the chest 
is. It has been in our house for 
m ore than thirty years. Daddy 
told me that it belonged to my 
grandfather’s grandmother. As a 
reference to its age, my grandfa­
ther, Mose Louis Miller, was born 
in 1872.

It is three feet wide, thirty-one 
inches high and sixteen inches 
deep. There are two im portant 
identifying features. One, it has a 
piece of white m arble sixteen 
inches long and eight inches wide 
that sits on the front center sur­
face of the chest. The other fea­
ture is carvings extending the full 
length of the three drawers.

I re-discovered it at the last 
place my grandparents lived. I 
remember it in their house on Toll 
Gate Road. Their last home was 
a two-room house in our front 
yard that Daddy and my uncles 
built for them in 1959. The house 
was so small that m ost of their 
belongings had to be stored in the 
loft of our barn. They chose the 
chest as one of the few pieces to 
go in the house.

In 1972, Mama and Daddy 
were cleaning up and there was 
talk about throwing it away. I told 
them not to because I might want 
to keep it. On second look, I de­
cided it was beyond use and re ­
pair. More than a hundred years 
of soot from stoves and fireplaces, 
countless moves from one share­
cropper shack to another and dirt 
brought in over many seasons 
from cotton fields, barns and gar­
dens made it look shabby and 
worn.

I looked at it a second time
“I’m getting into swing 

dancing. Not on purpose. 
Some parts of my body are 

just prone to swinging.”

Jan Eddings, Madison

and again decided it was beyond 
saving. It kept nagging at me, how­
ever, and I went back a third time. 
This time, I loaded it in the trunk 
of my ca r  an d  h a u le d  it to 
Douglasville.

In the sixties and seventies a 
process known as antiquing was 
popular. To do this, you put on a 
prim er and a second coat of the 
final color. Before the second coat 
dried you took a rag or piece of 
steel wool and lightly wiped it over 
the wet solution to get the antique 
look you wanted. Antiquing was 
perfect for the chest. When the 
second coat dried, I highlighted 
the carvings in yellow and in­
sta lled  new hardw are on the 
drawers. It instantly became a 
prized piece of furniture in our 
house.

256,519.8898
Parties, Weddings, Special Events 

By ap p o in tm e n t only

Ro n  Cooper  
Mark Kim bro u g h

2318 Pansy St  
H untsville, Al 35801

A la b a m a
C o in  &  S ilv e r

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING 
ESTATE APPRAISALS

? Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner 
Ph. (256) 536-0262 

912 Bob Wallace Ave. 
Huntsville, Alabama

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

fy/lew tk 2- 
clicien k

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Cater!!!

883-0187
4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599
800 Holmes Ave. five Points

464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Waimart

Cali us to Cater your Upcoming Parties!
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Sometime before the civil war, 

the chest was passed down to my 
great-grandparents, Burgess and 
Mirah Marcrum Miller. When Bur­
gess was away during the War a 
Yankee troop raided their house 
in Big Cove. They rode their 
horses through Mir ah’s garden, 
tram pled  her flow erbeds and 
ransacked the house searching 
for food and valuables. They rode 
away with her food in sacks and 
her meat on the end of their bayo­
nets. As the soldiers galloped 
away she yelled at them, “ I hope 
the bushwhackers get you before 
you get out of this valley!”

Her wish came true. Before 
the Yankees got out of the range 
of sound for rifle fire, the bush­
whackers did indeed kill all of 
them. She was about 25 at the 
time. The old green chest was in 
the house when the Yankees came 
calling. Later, it was in their home 
when my grandfather was born. 
Sometime in the early part of the 
twentieth century Burgess and 
Mirah moved in with my grand­
parents. That’s how the chest 
came into their possession and 
eventually mine.

During the twenties, thirties 
and forties it was moved in and 
out of many sharecropper houses. 
These houses were usually dilapi­
dated shacks with several family 
members sleeping in one room. 
Every room except the kitchen 
would have two or three beds. 
There was no sofa and very few 
pieces of other furniture. One 
piece that was there, besides 
beds, in the Mose and Anna Miller 
house, was the green chest.

My g ra n d p a ren ts  ho u sed  
seven boys and at least two or 
three other neighbor boys on a 
regular basis. Daddy and Uncle 
Gib always slept in the sam e

“I asked my old man if I could 
go ice-skating on the lake. He 

told me, ‘Wait til it gets 
warmer.’”

Rodney Dangerfield

room. Their horseplay at bedtime 
is legendary in family history. My 
grandm other said they wrestled 
so much with her quilts that they 
pulled some of them in half.

Uncle Malcolm tells about 
when Uncle Robert m arried and 
brought Aunt Boots home. Daddy 
and my Uncles as well as severed 
visiting boys all ran  out of the 
house when they saw them com­
ing. They moved in and shared a 
bedroom with two or three of my 
uncles. As strange as that seems 
now, it was the norm  for Ryland 
sharecroppers in 1935.

Mama and Daddy did  the 
same thing when they m arried a 
few years later. There was no air 
conditioning, no central heat, no 
indoor toilets, no electricity or run­
ning water. The roof was made of 
tin and there was no insulation in

the ceiling or walls. It was cold in 
winter and hot in summer. Life 
was hard for the Mose Miller fam­
ily-

The chest is probably value­
less as an antique and might not 
bring twenty dollars at a  yard sale. 
But to me it is priceless. It is a 
reminder of my roots. The chest 
has been a furniture item for at 
least five generations of Millers.

It is a little staggering to know 
that the old green chest, as we call 
it, has been in the Miller family in 
three different centuries. Soon we 
will be moving back to Huntsville 
and taking it with us. It is going 
home. I believe God had  a hand 
in me discovering and  saving the 
chest. It is a blessing for me to 
have it in my house.

f
be most certain tbing about the 

future is its uncertainty.
ZJt's ntoer too early to be responsible.

O ur fa m ily  (f,'are Programs 
free families from emotional and 
financial decision-making When numbed by 
the loss o f a lolped one.

L A U G H L I N  S E R V IC E
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

2320 cBob W allace c/ftx. 534-2471

* 7 6 e  O i i c f i t i e i t

TERRYS

i000
"Home of the Chicago Style Pizza"

FREE 9" 
PIZZA

(Same or fewer toppings)
With Purchase of Pilie.

Two of more toppings

DELIVERY • CARBY-OUT • DIKE IN 
Mot ValM With Any Dttor Cou»m Or S»*citl.
Out Coupon Pir Mat • .

* ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  mM

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm  
Mon.,Tues., Wed. 5:00pm -9:00pm

Call (or FREEl
■  DELIVERY) 881-5987 536-3389 539-3467

9034 Parkway SW 3612 Govenors Drive 2514 Memorial 
Haysland Square Across from Post Office Pkwy NW

S o m e t im e s  N o t h in g  E ls e  W i l l  D o !
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Soldiers in 
Huntsville
When the Spanish American 

War began, the Huntsville Cham­
ber of Commerce sent represen­
tatives to Washington, D.C. to ask 
that Huntsville be used as a troop 
encampment. At that time it was 
claimed that next to West Point, 
N.Y., the healthiest place in the 
country was Huntsville.

As many as 14,000 troops 
were scattered in and around 
Huntsville. The 5th Ohio, the 5th 
Cavalry Regulars, and the 69th 
New York were at or close by 
Brahan Springs. The 10th and 
2nd Cavalry were in West Hunts­
ville. The 2nd Georgia was on the 
William Moore place. The 5th 
Maryland, Co. D. Engineers, and 
the 1st Florida were on the Steele 
place. The 8th Calvary, 3rd Penn­
sylvania, 7th Cavalry Regulars, 
and 16th Infantry Regulars were 
on the Chapman places. The Pro­
vost Guard consisted of twenty- 
eight tents pitched on the Calhoun 
lot near the square.

It seemed that Huntsville was 
a m erry place to be at this time 
with the increase of social activi­
ties taking place for the soldiers. 
Many of the more prominent fami­
lies even used some of the soldiers 
as local estate guards.

All was not “sweetness and 
light” however as there was a 
m arked increase in the num ber

of local taverns and other non­
desirable houses.

In one instance a group of 
drunken, rowdy soldiers were ar­
rested and temporarily interred in 
the basem ent of the courthouse. 
They discovered boxes of papers 
and set fire to them “for the fun 
of it.” Before the fire was discov­
ered and put out, many valuable 
county records were destroyed.

Apparently this and other in­
cidents didn’t set well with many 
Huntsvillians. When the Chamber 
of Commerce moved to secure 
H u n tsv ille  as  a p e rm a n e n t 
encampment 
they  w ere 
turned down 
by the  War 
D epartm en t 
which cited a 
p e t i t i o n  
signed by a 
n u m b e r  of 
H u n ts v i l le  
citizens beg­
ging that no 
more troops 
be sent here.

War Taxes
Americans have never stopped 

paying wartime taxes since the birth 
of the republic. There is some con­
solation, however, in that the debts 
of at least one war, the War of 
1812, are finally paid.

The United States Government 
closed its books on that almost 
forgotten war in 1946 when the last 
pensioner died. That pensioner was 
a woman 82 years of age, the 
daughter of a veteran of the 
campaigns of 1812.

(since 1969) j.c. Vaughn

Guns& President 
Tackle Shop, Inc

1112 6th Avenue, SE 
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256) 353-2503

1650 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256) 539-9688

Huntsville - Toll Free 1-866-527-4867
Knives * Archery * Clothing * Ammo 

Baseball Cards * Boots * Reloading Supplies

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
MITCHELL HOWIE

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"
VOTED HU NTVILLE 'S  BEST M E X IC A N  RESTAURANT

»"AII Vou Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM 
Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM 

lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday 
Open 7 Days A Week

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU 
BANQUET FACILITIES

2 S 6 -5 J 9 -6 0 7 5  • 2 5 6 -5 3 4 -9 1 6 1
FAX 256-536-4639
2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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* * * *
★ R ED STO N E
★ V IL L A G E  Ja

12000 Turnmi r Drive • Huntsville, AL 
881-6717 or toll free 1-
Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr. [3/10 of a mite past Hobbs Rd ]

D esigned fo r  a c tive  seniors, Redstone Village offers quality amenities, services and beautiful 
surroundings. And should you need it, care for life. Call 256-881 -6717 to learn more and to 
see how Redstone Village means independence now and peace of mind for the future.

INDEPENDENT
LIVING:

90% refundable 
entrance fees
Underground parking/ 
severe storm shelter
Gourmet meals with 
restaurant-style dining
Asset protection with 
LifeCare agreement
Apartment homes, 
patio and duplex homes
Full balconies and 
stunning mountain views

GRANDVIEW 
ASSISTED LIVING:

Spacious suites with 
breathtaking views

24-hour licensed care
Restaurant-style dining 
in an elegant dining room
Daily activities and social 
fulfillment
Medication monitoring 
Direct admission available

FAIRVIEW 
SKILLED NURSING:

Private and semi-private 
rooms with carpeting

Occupational, physical, 
and speech therapy
Respite and Hospice Care
We w ill accept Medicare, 
TRICARE, and private 
insurance in addition to 
private pay
Direct admission available

C TP U ER
C TP E R E

TF U V ER
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Heard On 
The Street

by Cathey Carney

We had a great winner for the 
Photo of the Month last time. Joe 
Patterson, Sheriff of Madison 
county from 1978-1995 and now 
retired, called with the first cor­
rect guess. The young boy was 
none other than Sam Spry, of 
Spry Funeral Home. We’re proud 
to call Sam and Joe our friends!

C ongratu la tions to Laura 
Hamacher, who recently turned 
90 years young in July and says 
she sure misses all her friends.

Well, we watched the 26th an­
nual Cotton Row Run. We saw 
folks like David Milly of TLC light­
ing, Mike Kaylor of the Huntsville 
Times, and Lee Rhoads of Agilent 
running. We also saw our friends 
Michael O’Halloran and good 
n e ig h b o r Tom Young of 
Integraph!

We were sorry to hear of the 
dea th  of M ildred M cIntosh, 
mother in law of Jean McIntosh 
and mom of Ron McIntosh.

Many rem em ber Newman 
Ward, who used to live in west 
Huntsville and now lives in Malibu, 
Ca. He recently became an or­
dained minister (in his late 80’s) 
and will be performing the wed­
ding cerem ony for h is g rand­
daughter in mid-July. Also, Happy 
B ir th d a y  to  Fred Ward,

Newman’s son!
Claude and Layne Dom ing

are thrilled that their daughter 
Suzanne and her husband Jerry 
have moved to Huntsville from 
Louisville. Sons Foster, 9, and 
Hampton, 6, are already making 
friends here. Jerry  and Suzanne 
will be managing Railroad Station 
Antiques downtown.

Normally we don’t recomend 
books but we are going to make 
an exception this time. For any­
one interested in Huntsville’s his­
tory or the space program, Dr 
Space - The Life of Wemher von 
Braun, by Bob Ward is an abso­
lute m ust read. Shaver’s book­
store has it but you might want to 
call first - they are selling as out 
fast as he can get them in.

Rick Jobe’s dad, Wayman 
Jobe, is in Mobile suffering com­
plications from surgery. Rick and 
Marji, his wife, traveled there to 
be with him.

A very handsome young m an 
just celebrated his 62nd birthday 
in July. Harold Sanders a t­
tributes his good looks to all that 
dancing he does! His daughter

Rosetta Fuller is very proud of 
him. One of Rosetta’s young sons, 
Andrew, also celebrated his 4th 
birthday in June!

A big hello to Joan Hatfield 
who wants all her friends to have 
a safe and happy summer!

Joe Hursh, father of Barb 
E yestone of M adison, h a sn ’t 
been feeling too well lately and we 
send our best wishes to him.

Diane Bruschette, of Sand­
ers Cleaners, is so happy to have 
her daughter and grandkids visit­
ing from Bad Nauhiem, Germany. 
Lisa Johnson is here with her 
children, Shyann and Summer. 
They say the weather is so m uch 
different from Germany!

It was great to see our favor­
ite cousin, Ann (Frazier) Hill. 
She ju st received deployment or­
ders from the National Guard. 
May God look over your shoulder 
and bring you home safe!!

Our good friend Tom Gurley 
recently spent time in the hospi­
tal but he’s now on the mend - 
we’re thinking of you Tom!

Sandra Steele 
President

A d a m s  A l l e y  •  C l if t ’s C o v e  •  H e r it a g e  P l a n t a t io n  

H e r it a g e  P r o v e n c e  •  H e r it a g e  S t a t io n  •  K in g ’s R id g e  

W a l k e r ’ s H i l l  •  Mr. C a r m e l  by  t h e  R iv e r  •  T h e  B r id g e s

ENHNGER
DEVELOPMENT
i n c o h p o s a t s q

If  www.enfingerdevelopment.com 
256-533-1155

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below 
wins a full one-year subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.
Hint: This young boy has 

become a very popular and 
respected man around the 
Huntsville courthouse square.

■ m
(  ommunities that cncoumgc (/.>alcinced .Ziving

http://www.enfingerdevelopment.com


Many people were saddened 
to hear of the death  of E llis  
Sparks. He was a retired doctor 
here in Huntsville and beloved by 
everyone who knew him. We send 
condolensces out to his wife Jean  
and their family and friends.

Terry & Rick Sharp ju s t cel­
ebrated their 5th wedding anni­
versary - and are still in love after 
all these years! Terry owns the 
new restaurant “Som eone’s in 
the Kitchen.”

We had a nice visit recently 
from Leo & Mickie Miller, former 
Hurricane Creek folks. They grew 
up on Hurricane Creek and sure 
can tell some great tales!

Calvin and Nannie Holder 
are still in love after 2 great years 
of marriage - they went to school 
at Rison and have good memories 
from those days.

Be sure and m ark your calen­
dar for Trade Day on the Square 
this year on Septem ber 10. It 
starts at 8am and you have to be 
there early to get some good buys! 
There’ll be food and entertain­
ment too, so be sure and come!

We had some great wedding 
anniversaries during the m onth - 
Chuck and Annelie Owens cel­
ebrated 58 years, while Ken and 
Diane Owens are holding at 34.

We h e a rd  recen tly  th a t  
Michael Carney surprised  his 
wife Gwen with a birthday trip to 
Nashville - what made it even 
more special was how they trav­
eled there - in a limo! What a 
sweet husband!

Many of you may remember 
Shirley Frazier - she was dis­
patcher at the Huntsville police 
departm ent for years and now 
lives in Magnolia, NC. She was 
here recently visiting friends like 
Phil Guthrie, Don Taylor, Danny 
Cox, Dick Yearrick and calling 
her friends Eloise, Londa and 
Judy among many others. She 
sure misses Huntsville and loved 
catching up on all the news.

Mickey Lanier was looking 
especially handsome the other

night at the Furniture Factory. Ev­
eryone loves that guy!

Happy Birthday to that sweet 
little boy Evan Troup! He turned 
2 in June and sure has proud par­
ents in Stef and John 
Troup, and older sis­
ter Hannah!

Barbara Fortner, 
ou r own C alifornia 
S outhern  Belle, r e ­
cently had some eye 
surgery and we send 
b e s t w ishes for a 
quick recovery!

We h e a r  th a t  
J o h n n y  J o h n sto n  
sure is having a blast 
speaking before Civic 
groups in Huntsville, 
telling tales about liv­
ing in Huntsville in the 
old days. He said to be 
sure and let people 
know that he does not 
charge for his talks - 
he ju st loves Hunts­
ville.

Sources tell us that 
Mrs. Mayor (Loretta)
is definitely going to 
ru n  again. S everal 
people who were going

to ru n  for m ayor have now  
changed their m inds - saying 
Loretta is unbeatable right now.

Well, that’s it for this m onth 
but try your best to stay cool!
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Look for exclusive lines from all 
your favorite designers!

Sportswear • Swimwear • Dresses 
Sleepwear • Handbags Jewelry • Skincare 

Gift Cards and More

W htt— b u rg  D r iv e

□ - 0 -

i

□  □

<£ a t(ie s <£ 7 v T ft
2336-A Whitesburg Dr 

256-534-8613

R e id  H a r d w a r e
Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons SC Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all 
your Hardware SC Plumbing needs

S e r v i n g  H u n t s v i l l e  S i n c e  1 9 6 2

5 3 6 - 2 6 1  6
2 4 0 2  M e m .  P k w y .  N W ,  H u n t s v i l le ,  A la ,
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'OOKinq wi
These recipes are taken from the 

popular cookbook, “Cooking with 
the Choir, ” contributed by Holy 

Spirit Catholic church members.

Hot C poL D ■p

3/4 c. butter
3/4 c. chopped green onions 
8 oz. cream cheese 
1 lb. shredded crabmeat 
Saute onions in butter, while 

they are still crunchy add cream 
cheese til it m elts, then  add 
crabmeat. Prepare this 1/2 hour 
before serving, and serve with 
crackers. G erry R ichards

Italian 0 ■P

8 oz. cream cheese 
1 t. Italian seasoning 
1 c. sh red d ed  m ozzarella  

cheese
3/4 c. parm esan cheese 
8 oz. spaghetti sauce 
Blend cream cheese and sea­

soning, place in bottom of dish. 
Add half the cheese, then sauce, 
then rest of cheese. Sissy Griffith

Tea Punch

6 tea bags 
1 qt. boiling water 
6 oz. lemonade concentrate 
6 oz limeade 
1 -1  1/2 c. sugar 

In 2-quart container, pour 
boling water over tea bags. Steep 
for 5 minutes, remove tea bags. 
Add remaining ingredients and 
water to make 2 quarts. Decorate 
glasses with mint sprigs.

Carol Chapm an

Fill greased muffin tins about 2/3 
full. Bake at 400 degrees for 20- 
25 minutes. K atrina L ister

'ecan M uffiins

Q uick Polls

2 c. self-rising flour
2 heaping T. mayonnaise 
1 c. milk
3 t. sugar
Stir all ingredients together.

2/3 c. melted butter
1 c. light brown sugar
2 eggs
1/2 c. flour
1 c. chopped pecans
Whole pecan halves 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Butter 24 mini-muffin pans. In 
medium glass bowl, melt butter 
in microwave, mix in sugar. Mix 
in eggs, then flour and chopped 
n u ts . Pour in to  g reased  
mini-muffin pan, filling each cup 
2/3 full. Add a pecan half on top 
of each. Bake 12-15 m inutes. 
Harold Carey

Broccoli Salad

3 heads broccoli flowerets

E \ / l TO VJGp mr j R f ¥  W ■

MONDAY 
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

scm ’g
S I  N  C

y -J r  • -•**“

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANPORDS & HAMPTONS
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1 c. black raisins 
1/2 c. sunflower seeds 
1/2 c. chopped walnuts
1 c. mayo 
1/2 c. sugar
2 t. vinegar 
scallions, chopped
4 T. fried, crumbled bacon 

Mix all together and serve. 
Connie Beveridge

Pailroad S I aw

1 pkg. slaw mix
1 green onion bunch, chopped
2 pkg. Ramen noodles (don’t 

use seasoning)
1 pkg. sliced toasted almonds
Dressing:
4 1. Sesame seeds, toasted 
1 c. vegetable oil 
4 T. sugar
6 T. rice wine vinegar 
1 1. salt/pepper 
1 1. Accent
Mix almonds and seeds. Mix 

with dry noodles and set aside. 
Combine all ingredients, adding 
d ressing  ju s t  before serving. 
Megan Curran Taylor

Best C h  oco late S auce

6 oz. sem isweet chocolate 
pieces

2 T. butter
1 can sweeteneed condiensed 

milk
1 1. vanilla or almond extract
1 dash salt

Combine all ingredients in a 
heavy saucepan and cook over 
low heat til melted. Stir constantly 
til slightly thickened. This is 
deicious over cream puffs or ice 
cream.

Bunny Nagle

Uova C o n  Pepeponi 

(Eqqs with Peppers)

5 eggs
4 large firm green peppers
5 T. olive oil
1 clove garlic, chopped
Salt/pepper to taste 

Clean, seed and slice pep­
pers lengthwise into strips. Beat 
eggs thoroughly. Heat oil in frying 
pan. When hot, add garlic and 
sliced peppers. Fry til slightly 
browned, about 5 minutes.

Lower flame, cover pan, saute 
slowly for about 15 m inutes and 
peppers are soft. Fold in beaten 
eggs, stir gently til eggs are of 
d e s ire d  co n sis tency . Serve 
immediately.

Ann Morea

Armenian Cookies

2 c. unsalted butter, melted 
4 1/2 c. self-rising flour 
1 1/2 c. confectioners sugar 
1/21. vanilla extract 
1 1/4 c. chopped walnuts 
Combine sugar, nuts and va­

nilla with butter. Mix thoroughly.

P O IN T IN G
S E R V I C E S

For All Your Printing Needs!
Commercial - Letterheads 

Checks & Labels - Brochures 
Four Color - Computer Forms 

Wedding Invitations 
Ad Specialties

256-534-4452
Fax: 534-4456

3308 Seventh Avenue - Huntsville, Al.
Toll Free: 877-534-4452 

www.lindasprinting.com - linprint@mindspring.com

Add flour til a soft dough is 
formed. Shape into half-finger 
shapes. Bake at 350 degrees for 
10 minutes til bottom  is slightly 
b ro w n ed . Cool & ro ll  in 
confectioners sugar.

Julie L inderm an

The Company You Keep*
www. newyorkl ife. com

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for 
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801 
256 533-9770 
2310 Clinton Ave
New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle
Huntsville. AL 35801
Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents.com

975-E Airport Road

8 8 3 - 7 6 5 6
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 
______ Closed Sundays______

a
Restaurant With 

The Trains!

http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@mindspring.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan.nylagents.com
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T h e  T y p h o id  H o m e  
in  H u n ts v ille

In the 1800s typhoid was one 
of the most deadly diseases in 
much of the Suth. No one knew 
what caused it or how to treat it 
but that did not stop many 
newspapers from  printing what 
they believed to be sound medi­
cal advice. The following is 
from  a 1892 Huntsville newspa­
per.

- Typhoid is a disease which 
runs a definite course. It cannot 
be stopped or cured by medicines.

- The chief thing to be done at 
the outset of an attack is to send 
the patient to bed, so as to have 
strength from the beginning.

- Cocaine can relax the patient 
an d  m ake  h im  recep tiv e  to 
treatment.

- As the fever develops, and 
the strength grows less, light food 
should be taken at short intervals
- water, toast water, barley water, 
milk and water, light broths not 
made too strong or too gelatinous.

- If the fever settles in the 
brain then it is helpful to have the 
patient repeat his name, and the 
names of his family, at regular in­
tervals to prevent a complete loss 
of memory.

- The restlessness or wakeful­
ness in fever is best remedied by

the careful giving of wine or spirit 
with the food, or in water. No more 
than one quart a day is to be ad­
ministered.

- The bed room is to be kept 
at a tem perature of 62 degrees. 
(They did not explain how to ac­
complish this in the age before air 
conditioning.)

- Great care should be taken 
to keep the bed clean and sweet. 
This is m ost easily done by hav­
ing a second bed in the room, to 
which the patient can be removed 
for two or three hours daily, while 
the other is thoroughly aired and 
the linen changed.

- All fatigue is to be sedulously 
avoided. No visitors are to be ad­
mitted and no other person but 
one nurse and one attendant to 
help her.

- Patient’s room never to be left 
unattended for a moment, as in 
delirium of fever patient might 
jum p from the bed and injure 
himself.

- All fireplaces should be care­
fully cleaned and floors scrubbed 
with lye ashes.

- All windows in the sick room 
should be kept closed and shut­
tered to prevent the night air from 
entering the patient’s lungs.

G L A S S
F o r  A n y  P u rp o s e

P A T T E R N S
F O R —

T a b l e  T o p s  
D r e s s e r s  

R a d i o  T a b l e s  
D e s k s  

M a n t l e s  
C o u n t e r s

E t c !

A l l  e j £ c *  p r u u n i i  
a n d  p o l i s h e d .

C a l l  3 6 4  a n d  l e t  
u s  m a k e  y o u  a n  

e s t im a t e .

Huntsville 
Glass & Paint Co.
(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)

T h a n k s  H u n ts v ille !
64 years in business 

and Counting!
534-2621 

2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Seen on the door of a local 
computer shop: 

“Out for a quick byte.”

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING Q U ARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall ^ 5 S |
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units) J tJ '  '  EQUAL HOUSING
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store o p p o r t u n i t y  ^
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the 

application process
. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 

anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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H a v e  A  P r o p e r ty  
Y o u  N e e d  T o  S e ll?

A
V

SOLD - Quail Ridge - Huntsville - SOLD - Bob Wade Lane - Harvest - SOLD 
Pebblebrook - Madison - SOLD - Timberlake Dr. - Toney - SOLD 

Mission Square - Unit 5 - SOLD

Let us list & sell your commercial or 
residential property. Licensed in Al. & Tn.

Experience is important and I have nearly 20 years in 
the housing industry, but more important is the care 
that goes into the need of each and every one of my 
families. Whether you are building, buying, selling, 
investing, refinancing, debt reducing, budgeting, or 
repairing your credit, we care for your family.

Binkley Real Estate & 
Financial Services, Inc.

tu
Maria Binkley
(and beautiful granddaughter!)

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Office: 256-851-9229 
Cell 256-348-0999 

www.binkleyservices.com
m s

E-mail: maria@binkleyservices.com

it

Call today for a better tom orrow
Chase - 886 Naugher Rd. $189,900 

Harvest - 218 Shortleaf Lane $122,900 

Toney -1543 Patterson Lane $89,900 

South Huntsville 7910 Logan Dr. $131,000

Don’t miss:
Faith. Family & Finances”

' « V . *  ' „  *• ,  %..*

”N' uW.

(/ft"*' K\\Ui.

New 30 minute broadcast on WZTV (check your 
local cable network for station number) on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m.

With twenty years in the housing industry, 
including building, we’ll be covering real estate, 
finances, budgeting, credit scoring, establishing 
credit for young people, along with a question & 
answer time, guest speakers and much more!

We will be glad to assist you with any of these properties 
or any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service.

http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:maria@binkleyservices.com
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The Civil War Letters of 
Private Robert Richards
Robert Richards enlisted in 

the 18th Regiment o f the Wiscon­
sin Volunteers in 1861. He was 
captured at the battle of Shiloh 
and interned in POW camps un­
til he was exchanged. He then 
rejoined his regim ent which 
was part o f the occupying forces 
in Huntsville. The following are 
excerptsfrom letters he wrote to 
his sister.

Miss Caroline Richards
Jan. 4th, 1864
There is a great excitement 

here about re-enlisting. We have 
had  o rd e rs  read  to us  every 
evening on dress parade about the 
bounty pay and the furloughs that 
are to be granted to veterans. 
There [are] five or six companies 
that have nearly all gone into the 
veteran service. There is but two 
or three of our Co. going into it. I 
would not enlist again for three 
years for all the money I could 
carry. I th ink three years of a 
m an’s life is enough to give his 
country. If it is not, at least it is all 
1 can afford to give for it is actu­
ally throwing away so much of his 
life. There is a great many of the 
boys that are enlisting for the sake 
of the furlough, but I do not want 
a furlough of thirty days, bad 
enough to enlist for two years 
longer.

One year longer and I shall get 
a furlough for life to go where and 
when I please and will not be 
obliged to live on hard  crackers 
and stinking beans. I have no 
more to write now and it is almost 
time for lights to be out. Besides 
that I have got to go on guard to­

morrow, so I will bid you good 
night with the request that you will 
answer this as soon as possible.

from your Brother, Robert 
Richards

Miss Caroline Richards
Huntsville, Ala.
Jan. 20th/64
Dear Sister, I rec’d your letter 

of the 10th of Jan. night before 
last, together with four newspa­
pers. The gloves have not yet

Pampering Huntsville’s 
Pets For 12 Years

HydroSurgP Bathing 
Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri
www. vip-grooming. com

V I P  G r o o m i n g  &

L u x u r y  P e t  H o t e l  8 8 1 - 0 6 6 4

7920 A Charlotte Dr. 
Huntsville 35802

EarthTouch
Full Selection of Spring Annuals, Shrubs, 

Tropicals. Shop For Rare & Hard To Find Plants. 
All At Competitive Prices

8515-B Whitesburg Drive Open Mon-Sat: 8am -5pm  
Just south of Lily Flagg Supply (256) 8 80 -3808

Quality Indoor and Outdoor Plants

EGAL
CINEMAS

Madison Square 12 
DTS AND DOLBY
5905 University Drive 

256-830-6831

Hollywood 18 
DTS AND DOLBY
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy 

256-883-1101



made their appearance and I had 
about given them up for good till 
last night one of our boys got a 
pair of gloves from home that had 
been on the road six weeks. So I 
think mine may come yet. If they 
dont come pretty soon they may 
stay away, for the cold weather will 
soon be over with and they will 
only add to the weight of my knap­
sack.

I rec’d the stam ps you sent to 
me and they came just in time too 
for I was just out of stam ps.

I see by the papers that you 
a re  having som e p re tty  cold 
weather up in Wisconsin. The 
coldest day we had here was new 
years day. I was on guard that day 
and I thought should freeze. Ev­
ery one thought the mercury was 
10 or 15 degrees below zero, but 
instead of that, it was 17 degrees 
above. Where ever it was, it about 
seems to me I ever suffered more 
with the cold up north. I suppose 
the reason is that our blood is in 
a different state here in this warm 
climate than it is up north. And 
another reason why we felt the 
cold so much was the sudden 
change. The day before new years

the mercury was up to 70, which 
I suppose is warmer than you 
have seen in some time.

Yesterday morning we got up 
and found the ground covered 
with snow to the depth of half an 
inch, which is the deepest snow 
we have had this winter and that 
all disappeared before night. The 
weather has not been very cold for 
the past few days, but the weather 
is so changeable that you can 
make no calculations on it. One 
day it will be froze up tight as a 
drum, and the next too warm to 
wear a coat. I have tried to draw 
an overcoat but have not suc­
ceeded yet, and if I dont get it 
pretty soon I will not get any at all 
for if I cant send it home, I shall 
have to throw it away if we have 
any marching to do.

I wish you could take a walk 
through the town and see some 
of the gardens and walks in front 
of some of the dwellings in this 
place. You never read a descrip­
tion of any such things that can 
beat these gardens here. I dont 
know the nam es of the trees and 
shrubbery. They are green now as 
they are in summer. Some gar­

dens have got m arble statues. 
They are enclosed with a hansome 
iron fence. Inside is a hedge as 
high as the fence. It is trimmed so 
that it looks like a green wall about 
two feet thick. The houses are not 
as good as they are up north, there 
is quite a number of citizens here, 
m ore than I have seen in any
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i  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  

f i m  C h u r c h
Sunday
9:00 Bible Study
10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)
5:00 Discipleship Training 
6:30 Worship •
Wednesday 
5:00 Fellowship Supper 
5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org 
"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive 
just East of Mem. Pkwy

j j L  j M
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“ [Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs
I am confident o f her care

“ My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

CARE, C O M F O R T  and the 

Q U A L IT Y  OF LIFE they deserve. 

These principles are the heart of the 

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply, 

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we 
can help put your mind at ease.

License: 090! I ^

hearthstone)
A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G '

at .*/?yrd» /prings 
8 0 2 0  B en a ro y a  L ane SW

8 6 6 .5 4 9 .9 0 6 2
w w w .h e a rth s to n ca ss is ted .co m

http://www.fbchsv.org
http://www.hearthstoncassisted.com


A l l i e d
P h o t o c o p y

Q u a l i t y  R e p r o d u c t i o n s  
B l a c k  <Sr W h i t e  &  C o l o r

other town in the south. There are 
niggers here without number and 
they have a dance about every 
night. The other night I was on 
guard and we went to a dance to 
get some boys that were there. The 
black cusses had been dancing 
some time and got pretty well 
warmed up. I guess I have wrote 
enough for this time, so I will quit, 
write often as you can.

Robert Richards

Huntsville Ala Jan. 27th 1864
Dear Sister,
I rec’d your letter of the 15th 

last night. I came off of guard this 
morning and will not have to drill 
till this afternoon and I improve 
the few leisure hours by writing 
to you and Charley if I have time, 
and if I dont I m ust take time, as 
you say, for I have neither written 
to him or heard from him since 
we have been here. I am glad that 
mother is going to get her state 
money for there is no show for our 
getting paid very soon. The Veter­
ans are getting discouraged about 
getting home. There dont seem to 
be any show for there getting 
home till next sum m er and I can 
see by the way they talk that they 
are sorry they enlisted and I dont 
blame them, for I no I should re ­
gret of it if I had been such a fool.

You and  m other need no t 
trouble about my reenlisting. I am 
as anxious to get out as any one 
can be and I intend to go out west
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and get me a farm when I do get 
out and then I think I can enjoy 
myself first rate and you and 
mother could too.

The rebs are hovering around 
us here. Our cavelry scouts have 
had a few skirm ishes with them. 
The rebel Gen. Roddy took a town 
called Athens the other day. Yes­
terday our cavelry went out there 
captured 400 rebs and drove the 
rest across the river, so I guess 
now they will let us alone a little 
while. The rebs are deserting and 
coming in here every day. They 
take the oath of alleigeance and 
go north. The most of them live in 
Tennessee and  Kentucky and 
some in this state.

We are having fine weather 
here, it is almost as warm here 
now as it is up north in the sum ­
mer. We do not have any fire in 
our room and it is too warm to be 
comfortable then.

We have had to live on short 
rations since we have been here, 
but they have got 
th e  b rid g e  f in ­
ish e d  a t 
Brownsboro and 
the [railroad] cars 
are expected in 
here today, so I 
expect after this 
we shall get the 
mail regular be­
sides getting full 
rations, which is a 
m a tte r  of g rea t

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Ask About New Term Policies 
That Pay Your Premiums Back 

If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU
2311 - C Market Place 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256)519-6955

R enaissance
T H E A T R E  at Lincoln Center

Coming in J Illy I 
Barefoot in the Park

Billiard Street Cafe
Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

July 8, 9, 14, 15, 16 at 8 p.m. ($14/person)
July 10 Sunday Matinee at 2:30 p.m.

Dinner Theatre Jul. 14 at 6:45pm ($35/person)

1 2 1 6  M e r i d i a n  S t .  -  call 5 3 6 -3 1 1 7 fo r
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net 2703 University Drive - 534-6000

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net


importance to soldiers. I have fi­
nally come to the conclusion that 
the gloves mother sent to me are 
lost, for have certainly had time 
to get here if they were coming.

I got the two newspapers and 
extra [edition] night before last, 
that mother sent me.

I have no more to write now, 
so good bye. write as soon as you 
can and let me know how you are 
getting along.

Whitesburg Alabama
Sunday, June 12th 1864
Dear Sister,
I rec’d your letter of the 5th 

night before last and yesterday 
morning I went on picket, so I 
could not answer it untill today. I 
am very glad to hear that you are 
going to school, which I hope you 
will continue to do every day this 
summer that it is possible for you 
to go. I am glad to see you improve 
in writing as you have since you 
wrote the letter before this. And if 
you are getting along as fast with 
your other studies, you will soon 
have a good education.

I have not rec’d a letter from 
Charley since he left home but I 
suppose he is waiting till they get

into camp. We were paid the 
fourth of th is m onth. I sent 
m other ten dollars that day, 
which she has rec’d by this time 
I suppose. The sixth I sent her 
another letter with twenty dollars 
in it and the same day I sent Jim  
Roberts five dollars. If 
mother gets the thirty 
dollars I sent her and 
gets her state money, 
it m ight m ake you 
comfortable for some 
time or untill I get my 
pay again.

Today it has been 
raining ever since 5 
o’clock, b u t th a t is 
nothing strange for 
this country, for it has 
rained every day for 
the la s t two 
weeks and it 
looks as if it 
would rain six 
or eight weeks 
longer.

We w ere 
on picket yes­
terday on the 
b an k  of the 
river an d  I 
and another

of Co. E set a lot of fish hooks, but 
nary fish did we catch, but to make 
up for it we catched four soft 
shelled turtles and we cleaned one 
and fixed him for supper. It tasted 
exactly like fish. We got one a few 
days before and boiled it and it
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Cunningham’s
Wicker & Rattan Furniture

New shipment of beautiful 
STEIN WORLD furniture!

Some Scratch & Dent Pieces! _

You Must See These! *

710 Andrew Jackson Way (256) 536-3071

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate
651-7517 Mobile

A V E R B U C H
Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297 
Business 256/883-6600 
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert@knology.net

Madison
Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care 
24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services 
Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational 
Therapies
Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff 
Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

M inim um  re q u ire m e n ts  a re  n o t a d e q u a te  to  give o u r  re s id e n ts  th e  a t te n tio n  
we w a n t th em  to have, so we go beyond  w h a t is req u ired  a n d  provide w h a t is 
n eeded . I t’s  a d ifferen ce  w e are proud of.

C a r e  b y  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  -  L i f e s t y l e  t o  e n j o y

mailto:stevecappaert@knology.net
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tasted so near like chicken that 
you could not tell the difference. 
When I get home I am going to 
catch every one I can find and 
have you cook them. You ought to 
see the peices of m eat squirm  
when you put them into a pan and 
put salt on them. But it is getting 
dark  and I m ust stop writing. 
Write as soon as you can and let 
me know how you are getting 
along at school and tell me too 
how Fred is getting along at 
school.

Your brother, R. Richards

In Camp near Stevenson June 
29th 1864

I rec’d your letter of the 19th 
night before last. We did not ex­
pect to stay here longer than that 
night, but we are going to stay here 
till tonight. We are then going to 
Stevenson, take the [rail] cars and 
go to the front—or as some say 
(and I hope it is true) guard some 
place on the railroad. I am glad 
you are getting along so well at 
school. I did not suppose Fred 
was getting along so well as he is 
in reading and arithmetic. I think 
as you do, that the reason he does 
not learn to write faster is because 
he is left-handed, but I think he 
will soon get over that, if he is 
obliged to leave school, you might 
get copies for him  and have him 
practice writing at home so that 
he will not forget what little he 
learns at school. I am glad mother 
had that hay cut, for it will go a 
little way towards wintering the 
cattle next winter.

I think I shall write to Charley

today, but I hardly know where to 
direct it to for they say our men 
have left Baton Rouge.The day 
before we left Huntsville I went 
over where the 6th Wis. Battery 
was camped and found an old 
fr ie n d  th e re . It w as Bill 
Harrington. He belongs to that 
Battery and the Battery belongs 
to our Brigade, so we shall not be 
far apart where ever we go. He 
came down here last Jan . and 
was there at the court house lots 
of times to see the boys and I never 
happened to come across him till 
ju st before we left Huntsville and 
I shouldnt have found him then if 
it hadnt been 
for Ed
M c D o u g a l .
They say 
th e re  h as  
been an order 
ju st issued to 
m uster out all 
non-veterans 
th re e  y ea rs  
from date of 
enlistment. So 
next new year 
you can calcu­
late I am mak­
ing tracks for 
Wisconsin. Six 
months more.
It looks a great 
way off and  
our going to 
the  f ro n t 
m akes it look 
d a rk e r  still, 
b u t  I d o n t 
know but our 
prospects are

as bright as they were last fall. We 
got through without the loss of a 
man and we may this fall. There 
is one thing sure - the reg’t will go 
home this fall and if we go home 
with the reg’t we shall have a bet­
ter time yet.

I can think of no more to write 
now, so good bye. Write as soon 
as possible.

Soon afterwards Private  
Richards was wounded in the 
knee cap during a skirmish near 
Huntsville. He spent the rest of 
the war in a Federal hospital at 
Jeffersonville, Indiana.
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For All Your Real 
Estate Needs...

Rise
REAL ESTATE, INC.
TWICKENHAM OFFICE
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C e l l : 3 3 7 - 7  1 1 0
hpibetty@bellsouth.net 

valleymls.com 
Betty Hughes, Broker

For All Your Property 
Management Needs...

5 3 4 - 5 7 5 0
www.hughes-properties.com 

Betty Hughes, Owner

Betty Hughes IB m s
Realtor® of the

Year 2002. v 3|
Broker®. GRl, ABR, CPM 11m

Star Market
and Pharm acy 

Serving our Customers for 62 years!
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Your Bicentennial Book Headquarters

Dr. Space - The Life of Wernher von Braun 
by Bob Ward - 29.95

Huntsville Entertains Huntsville Heritage 
Historic Huntsville Cookbook -15.95 
Cookbook-18.95

H I S T  O K I C

HUNTSVILLE

A C i t y  o f  N e w  B e g i n n i n g s

»v  B lise  H o p k in s  S te p h c

Historic Huntsville 
by Elise Hopkins Stephens ■ 

32.95
The Rocket Team 

by Frederick Ordway and 
Mitchell Sharpe - 34.95

HUNTSVILLE
Tkett and Non/

&

by Fred A Sonjwm

Historic Markers 
of Madison County -18.95

BH

Huntsville Then and Now 
by Fred Simpson - 29.95

Why Is It Named That? 
by Dex Nilsson -13.95

True Tales of Old Madison 
County 

by Pat Jones - 7.95

S H A V E R ’ S

B o o k s t o  r &
2362 Whitesburg Dr. Huntsville, Al (256) 536-1604

Celebrating 200 Years of 
Huntsville’s History
Specializing in Books of 

Local and Regional Interest 
shavers@mindsprinq.com

mailto:shavers@mindsprinq.com
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Ready For 
Another 
Accident

from  1879 Huntsville paper

Thos. Whitely, the Louisville & 
Nashville brakeman who was hurt 
last Sunday by falling from a mov­
ing freight train near Decatur, was 
out again yesterday.

His experience lately has been 
quite varied. He is a youth about 
20 years old, and has been em­
ployed for some time by the Lou­
isville & Nashville Railroad Com­
pany. About six weeks ago, as the 
tra in  on which he was riding 
crossed the river, he was knocked 
from the side of the caboose as 
he was climbing up the ladder. He 
fell into the water and swam to 
shore, where he fell insensible.

The train stopped and took 
him to Huntsville, where he re ­
mained lingering between life and 
death for three weeks.

He was then  taken  to the 
Nashville infirmary and had ju st 
recovered  and  gone to w ork  
where he fell from the car at Cun­
ningham , bruised and cut his

head and sprained his knee. He 
is now walking with a hickory 
stick, and will be ready for another 
accident in a few days.

‘Democracy is a great thing, 
except for that part about 
letting just any old yokel 

vote.”
9 year old in Madison

Court News
From 1903

There was little happening in the 
court yesterday. The same 
regular customers were fined the 
same amounts. Afterwards the 
judge went fishing.

Coffee - Espresso - Teas

T h e

Bookstore
Specializing in Gently Used Hard Back 

and Soft Back Books For Sale or 
Trade! Non-Fiction as well as Fiction - 

Great Variety to choose from!

Breakfast Served Anytime
Bagels - Muffins - Fruit - Croissants 

Eggs - Scones

Lunch Served Anytime
Salads - Sandwiches - Wraps - Frozen Drinks 

Great Selection of Desserts!
7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

880-6121
6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat 

8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

Open Mike Night!
Saturday nights 7pm t il .... Come sing, play 
or just listen! Free Coffee for performers

www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com

A Real Neighborhood Coffee Shop

I  a . i

T ?E s t im a te s  - /

a r p e n t r y
o n c e p t s

Visit our showroom at the 
Home Solutions Mall, comer 
of University and Sparkman!

Custom Cabinets - Entertainment Centers - Built in 
Desks - Bookcases - Granite Counter lo p s  

Shelves - Mantles &C Woodworking 
Licensed & insured 532.3387 , www.carpentryconceptsonline.com

I f  Y o u  C a n  D r e a m  I t  -  W e  C a n  B u i l d  I t !

http://www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com
http://www.carpentryconceptsonline.com


M e m o r i e s
by Jim  Harris

Huntsville had a m ass transit system when I grew up 
in the thirties and forties. It was still going strong when 
my family moved out into the county in 1946.

Actually, the part of Lincoln Village I grew up in was 
still in the county in 1946. The city limits were about 
halfway between Oakwood Avenue and 5-Points, as I re­
member. We still were not more than a mile from down­
town.

The transit system was probably the best public ser­
vice this city has ever had. It was also affordable, even in 
those days. A nickel or dime is all I ever remember pay­
ing for a ride downtown. If a kid had a quarter, he could 
go to a movie, at least at the Elk Theatre, have a Coke, a 
bag of popcorn and ride the bus downtown. If a candy 
bar or ice cream cone was more important, he could 
walk. I don’t remember riding the bus back home that 
often. It could be that I seldom saw a coin larger than a 
quarter. Even then, a quarter would buy only so much.

The route my bus took ran north on Meridian Street 
to Oakwood Avenue. Right on Oakwood Avenue to An­
drew Jackson Way (Lee Highway at the time). Then right 
on Andrew Jackson to downtown. The buses ran  often 
enough that to m iss one meant only a short wait until 
the next one. If you were in a big
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I t ' s  E u r o p e a n !
964 A irport Road • 880 9920

hurry, you could probably walk fast 
and beat it.

Som ew here along the way 
something went wrong. When the 
m asses got scattered out around 
downtown as far as the eye can see, 
we got rid of the m ass transit sys­
tem. But then, we also got rid of 
many good reasons to go down­
town. I suppose whoever was in 
charge of the system decided that 
if a bus doesn’t go downtown it may 
as well go nowhere. That was es­
pecially true of Saturdays.

Saturday downtown was simi­
lar to First Monday in Scottsboro. 
It was especially im portan t to 
people out in the county. Farmers 
usually worked six days a week but

Sfttchael 'Carney
Lawn Care, LLC
Professional Lawn Care 
for the Discriminating Owner

652-0734
Licensed & Insured

You can just tell it’s not 
going to be a good day 
when your internet date 

turns out to be your 
ex-wife.

Jerry Springfield, Arab

A General Hardware Store For 25 years

L ily  F la g g
SUPPLY
A Complete Hardware Store Serving Your 
Household and Business Needs

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

Located in the community 
that the famous Jersey cow, 
Miss Lily, made famous over 
100 years ago!

If you're not sure, ask for Johnny Brewer!

8501 Whitesburg Drive - 883-0781



when they went to town, it was 
usually on a Saturday. The Square 
didn’t play a role in my life until 
we moved out into the county. My 
folks would allow us to go off on 
our own, but when time came to 
leave, we met at the courthouse. 
Everything took place around the 
Square. You could buy, sell or 
trade  anything. When trad ing  
something, though, the goal was 
not a fair or even trade, but one 
of the traders had to make a bet­
ter deal than the other. You could 
ask each trader who got the best 
deal and each would say he did. 
Even things that couldn’t be dis­
played publicly were sold.

I remember one m an who al­
ways had a bag of something. He 
always hung out around the men’s 
bathroom, and never approached 
kids - only men. I never did see 
what that guy was selling.

My favorite downtown activity 
took place around the Big Spring.
I always admired the fish. I fished 
a lot after we moved out into the 
county, but never caught nor did I 
ever see anyone else catch fish as 
big as those in the Big Spring. The 
Big Spring really was the “Big 
Spring” back then. Big enough
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/ PAUL I'SI

ChobhvuSe
D O W N  T O W N /H U N T S  V I L I B

Certified Angus 
Fresh Seafood 

Extensive W ine List 
Banquet Facilities Available 

Reservations Please 

O pen 
M onday - Sunday 
Bar: 4pm  - 11pm 

Kitchen: 5pm  - 10pm

that workers had to go out in a 
rowboat to clear out millfoil and 
seaweed.

The area from the Spring up 
to the street on the East side of 
the Square was a grassy slope 
where one could enjoy a picnic or 
ju s t look at the natural scenery. 
That place was as beautiful as 
any in the country. Many people 
enjoyed it. Now, however, most 
people ju st travel through, and 
then, only if it’s a short cut from 
where they want to be and they 
can’t find a parking space down 
below.

We don’t need to stop progress 
b u t as beautiful as downtown 
Huntsville is now, the area around 
the Big Spring doesn’t compare to 
the beauty that the Creator first 
gave it. I hate that part of progress.

“Isn’t it a bit unnerving 
that doctors call what they 

do ‘Practice’?” 

George Carlin

Wa§tiington 
Square

Coffee 
Sandwiches 
Dinner to Go 

Bicycle Delivery 
(within 4 blocks) 
Open 8am - 2pm 
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-5555

West Station 
Antiques
We have Moved to 

Owens Cross Roads in the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.
New phone 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Tues - Sat 10 - 5 
Closed Sun & Mon

/ S &

Come fop the food ...

Staij for the fun!

Live Music
Mightlij!

Monday - Saturday 
Open 11am - 2am 

Sunday 4pm - 2am

It3 Different Restaurants ■ One Great Location1

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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Dullsville
When famed writer and storyteller Billy Joe 

Cooley moved here in 1971 it took a while for 
him to adjust to a small city. He had worked as a 
reporter for major newspapers covering presi­
dents, crooked politicians, scandalous m urder 
cases and all the other things one would expect 
in a big city. Needless to say, life was a lot differ­
ent in Huntsville.

About six m onths after moving here Billy Joe 
received a call from an old colleague who worked 
on the editorial desk for Webster’s Dictionary in 
New York City. After exchanging the appropriate 
pleasantries the friend asked how the local news 
was going.

“Dullsville!” replied Billy. “The m ost exciting 
news we had last week was the school board 
meeting. ”

His friend, a stickler for proper verbiage, re­
plied, “Billy, there ain't no such word as dullsville.”

“There is if you try to cover hard  news in 
Huntsville, Alabama,” came the reply.

In about eight m onths a package came in the 
mail from his friend at the publishing company. 
It contained a new edition of “Webster’s Ninth 
Collegiate Dictionary,” with a note 
attached instructing him to look on 
page 388 for “dullsville”:

“Dullsville, dull + sville (as in 
Huntsville) slang: something or 
some place that is dull or boring; 
also: boredom.”

Editor’s Note: Don’t believe 
this one? Get a copy of Webster’s 
Ninth Collegiate Dictionary, and 
look it up yourself.

I S  Y O U R  C A R E E R  

I N  A  S T A T E  O F  

T R A N S I T I O N ?

The new economy is changing the way the world does business. For many, these 
are exciting times with incredible opportunities for personal and professional 
growth. For others however, it's a period of great upheaval and insecurity with 
the prospect of declining income or even unemployment staring them in the face.

If you've been thinking about a change, consider this ad your invitation to take a 
look at a corporation offering an entrepreneurial environment where you can set 
your own pace and reach your maximum potential, but with significant support.

These are booming times for the financial services industry, especially at 
MetLife, where the demand for intelligent hard-working and spirited people has 
never been greater. Well back you every step of the way with exceptional 
resources, technology and training.

To apply, please forward your resume to
Danny J. Noles, CLF, LUTCF (256)457-1415 
100 Washington Street, Ste 100, Huntsville, AL 35801 
For more information about MetUfe opportunity, 
please visit our website at
WWW.METLIFE.COM M C t L l f e  
MetLife is an EOE M/F/D/V.

40,000+ Square Feet! New Vendors Welcome

u o u  se
Glenn’s Lawn Service

General Lawn Care 
Landscaping 

W indow  C leaning
Mowing & Trimming - Pressure Washing 

, <f Aerating

Mon. Sat. U f ’ I  I
10am - 6pm 

Sunday 
1 pm - 6pm jffr \  jS )

Closed Tuesday I , »A J '

Furniture, Architectural, China, 
Silver, Jewelry, Chandeliers, 
Glassware and Thousands 
of other items!

10095 So. Memorial Parkway 
Huntsville, Alabama 

(256) 880-9111

t iq u e s
Across From 
South Parkway Lowes

-1. •SSSta*'**.-

North Alabama’s Largest Antique Mall!

http://WWW.METLIFE.COM
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News From The Year 1924
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Woodrow Wilson Dead
28th. President Dies In His Sleep

Woodrow Wilson is dead, a 
shattered m an with a shattered 
dream . The wartime President 
died in his sleep this m orning at 
his home in Washington. Outside, 
hundreds of persons had kept a 
solemn vigil throughout m uch of 
the night.

Death came in a th ird  floor 
bedroom  where for years after 
leaving the White House he had sat 
quietly, looking out upon a city in 
which he had known joyous tri­
um phs as well as bitter defeats. 
Ju s t days ago, he told a friend: “I 
am a broken piece of machinery. 
When the machinery is broken.

As the 28 th  p resid en t, he 
guided the nation through an im­
pressive series of progressive do­
mestic reforms and the war in Eu­
rope, and had later worked for his 
fondest dream, the creation of the 
League of Nations “to make the

world safe for democracy.” With 
Senate refusal to allow U.S. par­
ticipation in the League, his health 
began declining. To som e, he 
seemed as much a casualty of war 
as the men who died on the battle­
fields of Europe.

King Tut Tomb 
Opened

Today, a 3,300-year-old silence 
was shattered by gasps of won­
derm ent as the golden mummy 
case of King TUtankhamen was re­
vealed. Howard Carter and his 
team of Egyptologists have la­
bored m onths for this moment. 
Scientists and dignitaries, told that 
T u tan k h am en ’s sa rco p h ag u s  
would now be uncovered, flocked

American Heartland Real Estate
Mark Fortson - Broker, CRS, ABR, GRI

Wanted - Experienced Agents.
We pay 100% commission, you pay a small desk fee

Home Buyers.... My services are free!
Sellers ... My rates are reasonable!

o n
Offi

M -
810 Regal Drive - Suite A
Office: 489-4010 Cell: 679-1772 

markfortson @ knology.net 
Huntsville, Alabama

im m ediately to Luxor, Egypt. 
Many stood in the stifling heat 
outside the pharaoh’s tomb for 
the privilege of being among the 
first viewers.

The sarcophagus lid, carved 
of heavy granite, was hoisted 
with a tackle. Lights were aimed 
inside the casket. Carter rolled 
back a linen shroud to display a 
gold life-size figure clutching a 
scep ter against its b reast. A 
wilted wreath of olive leaves en­
circled its brow, a gilded serpent 
embraced its temples. The eyes, 
lifelike and lustrous, were chis­
eled crystal. For some scientists, 
the real beauty is yet to be seen: 
the mummified rem ains of the 
boy-king within.

It is expected to take years to 
evaluate the mummy.

S t e a m  M a s t e r  

C a r p e t

C l e a n i n g ,  I n c .

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Tile & Grout Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 
Water Extractions 
13 Years Experience

533-9540
Free Estimates



7,000 Mile Broadcast 
Sets Record

A milestone in radio broad­
casting  was achieved tonight 
when speeches made at a dinner 
New York City were transm itted 
over a six-station network span­
ning two continents and 7,000 
miles. Signals from station WJZ 
in New York were relayed across 
the country to San Francisco and 
th en  to a B ritish  s ta tio n  in 
Manchester.

The landm ark broadcast is 
being hailed as an example of the 
power of radio to link peoples 
around the globe. Latest figures 
indicate there are nearly 800 sta­
tions broadcasting in the United 
States and that many as five mil­
lion American homes now have 
radio receivers.

Hitler Out of Prison
Served 8 months of 5 year 

sentence
Adolf Hitler, the German Nazi 

leader who tried to topple the gov­
ernm ent in a beer hall coup, was 
paroled today after serving just 
eight months in prison. The origi­
nal sentence was five years, and 
even that was considered lenient.

Electrocardiograph 
wins Nobel Peace 
Prize for Developer

Dutch physiologist Willem 
Einthoven has won the Nobel 
Prize in medicine for his invention 
of the electrocardiograph.

In the early 1900’s, Einthoven 
constructed an electrocardio­
graph that was sufficiently sensi­
tive and reliable to detect and 
record accurately the variations in 
electrical im pulses associated 
with the hum an heartbeat. Then 
he used the recording, or electro­
cardiogram, for diagnosing vari­
ous types of h e a r t  d isease . 
Einthoven’s electrocardiograph, 
which weighed more than 600 
pounds, was simplified. Then it 
was m anufactured in quantity 
and sent to different parts of the 
world.

The Nobel Committee did not 
distribute the Peace Prize nor the 
prize in chemistry. The Polish 
inven tor V ladislav S tan isla s  
Reymond was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in literature.

It is not known yet what effect 
this might have on treatment of 
heart diseases in the future. One 
doctor says it has the potential to 
save thousands of lives a year.

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

T a y l o r  P r o d u c e
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

B e s t L ocal H oney f r o m  B obby  Fanning in s to c k

Join  u s  for o u r “C o rn fe s t” C elebra tion !
July 9 - all day - Refreshments Served!

Home-Grown Tomatoes and Vegetables are here!
Peaches, Cantaloupes, Watermelons 

Smoked meats, peanuts, home-canned goods, fresh purple hull peas

( 2 5 6 )  5 3 9 - 9 2 5 7  H ours 8-6  M on-Sat
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville Sun 8-5

Fresh, Local Produce has the best flavor and is good for you too!

Open 7 Days a week
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White’s
R e f r i g e r a t i o n

F irs t Factory Authorized Carrier 
Dealer In  M adison County

8 3 7 - 6 5 1 0

A ir  C o n d it io n in g  
& H eatin g

Since 1956 
Family Owned & Operated

Free Equipment Estimates 
Commercial & Residential 
Licensed/Bonded/Insured 

State Certified

2 5 6 -5 3 9 -7 7 0 4

Your Professional Construction 
Specialists

MADE TO O R D ER  
W INDOW S AND D O O R S

Penn D ilw orth - Chris Craig
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The Life of 
William Bradford Huie
by Jon Jackson

He was shunned by his neigh­
bors, called a traitor by his friends 
and threatened by the Ku Klux 
Klan. Fellow writers accused him 
of checkbook journalism. Despite 
this, William Bradford Huie, a son 
of the Tennessee Valley became 
one of the greatest writers of his 
period.

To the Huie family, there was 
no greater place to be in the world 
than the South. William’s grand­
father fought in the Civil War with 
General Pickett, charging with 
him at Gettysburg. Later he regret­
ted fighting for the Confederacy, 
saying, “It was a poor man’s fight 
but a rich m an’s war.”

When William Bradford Huie 
w as bo rn , on N ovem ber 13, 
1910, his mother was determined 
that he would have something bet­
ter than the hard  scrabble exist­
ence so common to the people of 
that era. From an early age, while 
many children in the small north 
Alabama town of Hartselle played 
in the red dirt, she pushed her son 
to excel in academics.

In the 1930s Alabama was be­
coming a different place than it 
had been. The University of Ala­
bam a was originally conceived to 
be an institution of higher learn­
ing for the sons of wealthy South­
ern planters. If Huie had gone to 
the university a decade earlier, he 
would have found it full of the 
“right people” from Alabama and 
other parts of the South. There he 
would have seen a student body 
where race and family m attered 
more than ability. But at the be­
ginning of the Depression, the fi­
nancially strapped university had 
begun advertising in N orthern 
newspapers and magazines. Rich 
Northern liberals, progressives,

and socialists (many of them Jew­
ish) sent their children south seek­
ing an education bargain. Into this 
diverse mix strode a young Bill 
Huie.

During his freshman year Bill 
published his first article in True 
magazine. There and  then  he 
knew he wanted to be a writer. 
Upon graduating in 1933, Huie 
took a position with the Birming­
ham  Post Herald. There he saw 
firsthand a darker side of the

South. While racial issues played 
a part in city politics, what he saw 
could be best described as the 
corruption inherent in any politi­
cal structure.

During this time he also be­
gan working for the American 
Mercury, a famous literary maga­
zine of the period  (which he 
would eventually own). He also 
m arried his high school sweet­
heart, Ruth Puckette, and wrote 
his first novel Mud on the Stars 
during this time. Based on events 
in h is life, the story  centers 
around a family forced off their 
land by TVA during the Depres­
sion and on a young m an who 
goes to the University of Alabama 
during the 1930s. Things went

outikmr wno« live musin
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Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!

We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with 
v you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A., 
Owner
Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager 
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr
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KIWANIS CLUB OF HUNTSVILLE I GOLDEN K

James B. Ellis
04 Aug‘13-03 Feb ‘87

Henry H. Craddick 
30 Jan *18-30 Sep‘87

ROLL OF HONOR
Wilbur G. Thornton

28 Sep ‘22 - 03 Jun ‘97

Brooks Fulmer 
15 Dec ‘11-01 Oct ‘97

Harold R. Greenwell
10 Mar‘19-11 Nov‘01

Arthur L. Way
08 Oct‘18 02 Dec ‘01

George Hight 
24 Mar‘12-14 Jan ‘88

Ernest J. Dilworth 
24 Jul ‘02 - 21 Jan ‘91

T. McDonald Buck 
01 Jan ‘11 -18 Apr ‘91

George Ortlip
11 Dec‘14-06 Sep‘98

Earl W. Feese 
18 Mar‘20-27 May ‘99

Paul R. Davis 
10 Feb‘15-24 Dec ‘99

Harold L. Sprinkle
12 Dec ‘23 - 06 May ‘02

A.C. Henley
30 Jan ‘32 - 23 Dec ‘02

Terry Kent Ford, Sr.
26 Oct ‘21 - 28 Jun ‘03

Dr. James J. Farr
09 May ‘23 - 09 May ‘91

John W. Barnes 
30 Apr ‘26 - 27 Oct ‘91

Julian A. Greer 
29 Mar'14 21 May ‘94

Robert I. Thompson 
01 Apr ‘25 - 02 Sep ‘94

Luther P, Adams
05 Aug ‘23 -17 Jan ‘00

Hubert M. Tatum
10 Oct‘15-16 Aug‘00

William L. Certain, Jr.
29 Mar ‘24 - 02 May ‘01

Edward W. Bradshaw, Jr. 
28 Aug ‘17-07 May ‘01

Lucian Bryan Bell 
20 Dec ‘22 - 08 Aug ‘03

William W. Mills
27 Dec‘19-24 Dec ‘03

Francis “Frank” Mooney 
14 Sep‘29-13 Feb‘04
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well for the young Huie for the rest 
of the decade, until the outbreak 
of the war.

As it was for most young men 
of his generation, the Second 
World War would prove to be a 
pivotal event in his life. He enlisted 
in the Navy shortly after the out­
break of the war. Bill’s previous 
work led to his recognition by an 
Admiral who saw the talent in the 
young sailor. Promoted to officer 
status, Bill traveled with the Ad­
m ira l and  w rote p ropaganda  
about the Seabees and other 
units under the Admiral’s com­
mand. During his time in the Navy 
the young officer wrote a series of 
monographs. The Fight fo r  Air 
Power, Seabee Roads to Victory, 
Can Do!: The Story o f  the 
Seabees; From  Omaha to 
Okinawa: The Story o f  the 
Seabees; and The Case Against 
the Admirals: Why We Must

Old Huntsville Page 36 — —
Have a Unified Command rolled 
off his typewriter to a public ea­
ger to hear about the victories of 
war.

According to Huie, William 
Faulkner had told him  years be­
fore that publishers often took 
advantage of writers and that he 
should take care of money first. 
Faulkner went on to say that the 
only work he wrote that made 
money was about a prostitute. In 
1951 Huie published The Revolt 
of Mamie Stover, the story of a 
white Southern girl in Hawaii who 
industrialized prostitution by hav­
ing a system of booths where she 
could put custom ers and then go 
from booth to booth servicing 
them. Based on a true story, it was 
an instant best seller, and in 1956 
Twentieth Century Fox made it 
into a movie.

In 1953 he wrote The Execu­
tion of Private Slovik, the story
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of the only soldier executed since 
the Civil War for desertion. There 
he detailed how the Army used a 
marginally retarded draftee and 
petty criminal to set an example.

After the war, Huie moved to 
New York, where he hosted the 
nationally broadcast interview 
show, Chronoseope. When the 
show made the transition to tele­
vision Huie did so too. But Huie 
missed the South, and in the mid 
1950s he moved back to his na­
tive Tennessee Valley.

Barbara Thomas, writing for 
the Atlanta Journal and Consti­
tution, commented that Huie’s 
writing “dealt with subjects other 
authors trying to make a living 
considered too hot to handle.” 
Huie’s subject m atter and re ­
search methods were beginning 
to be considered explosive. But 
the best was yet to come.

In 1954, while on assignment 
for Look Magazine, Huie began 
one of the m ost controversial 
phases of his career. In 1953 
Emmett Till, a young black boy

from Chicago visiting relatives in 
Mississippi, was brutally m ur­
dered (supposedly for whistling at 
a white woman) by two white men 
a n d  h is  body to sse d  in the 
Tallahatchie river. When Till’s 
m other insisted that the funeral 
be an open casket affair so that 
the world could see what the mur­
derers had done to him, the case 
became an international phenom­
enon as television cameras took 
the images around the world. Yet 
in Mississippi, the speedy trial re­
sulted in the acquittal of the ac­
cused murderers.

Huie had already learned the 
power of money in researching 
stories. In late 1953 he took a 
“suitcase full of cash” to Missis­
sippi and bought the rights to the 
case. Huie later said, “I liked fif­
ties and twenties, not hundreds. 
You take that m uch cash and 
spread it out in front of them, men 
who had never seen that much 
money before in their lives, and 
they couldn’t not talk.” The men 
had already been tried and found
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not guilty so they couldn’t be tried 
again. As Huie stacked the money 
in front of them, they told the 
whole story.

But Huie never trusted the men 
he paid for their stories. At night 
he w ould m eet them  in the ir 
lawyer’s offices, and by day he 
talked to others. If the others 
would not verify the stories, he 
would go back and insist that the 
two tell the truth. The technique 
worked, and in January of1954 he 
published Wolf Whistle and set his 
reputation as a checkbook jour­
n a lis t and  as som eone to be 
trusted to tell the truth.

If Huie wanted to become a 
hero of the civil rights movement, 
he failed. During the uproar over 
the case, the civil rights movement 
made much of the fact that Till’s 
father had died while enlisted in 
the Army defending America and 
freedom only to have his son m ur­
dered back home. Yet during the 
war Huie had come across infor­
m atio n  ab o u t a cem etery  in 
Europe, used by the Army to bury 
soldiers convicted by court m ar­
tial and executed for crimes like 
rape and  m urder. One of the 
soldiers buried in that graveyard 
turned out to be Emmett Till’s 
father. When Huie published this, 
it caused a firestorm in the civil 
rights movement, many thinking 
he h ad  so ld  o u t to  the 
segregationists.

In 1956, Zora Neale Hurston, 
a frequent contributor to Ameri­
can Mercury and a prom inent 
b lack  author, contacted  Huie 
about a story that could have eas-
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ily ignited a racial powder keg in 
Suwannee County, Florida. Huie 
went to Florida to get the facts on 
the story. While there, he began 
uncovering things many thought 
best left alone. Judge Hal Adams 
became so incensed at Huie that 
he cited him for contempt. Even 
though it was primarily for trying 
to influence a psychiatrist brought 
in by the prosecution, everyone 
knew the real reason was em bar­
rassing the locals.

Whatever the case, in 1956 
Huie published Ruby McCollum: 
Woman in the Suwannee Jail. 
There he revealed the story of a 
black housekeeper torn between 
her husband, who threatened to 
shoot her if she had another white 
baby, and her lover, prom inent 
white physician and senator-elect 
Dr. Leroy Adams, who threatened 
to shoot her if she aborted his 
child. McCollum chose to murder 
her lover. To keep her from speak­
ing to the press, local authorities 
kept her in jail, allowing her to 
speak only 
to her at- 
t o r n e y s  
an d  im ­
m e d i a t e  
family. Yet 
H uie, by 
spreading 
cash in the 
r i g h t  
p l a c e s ,

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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managed to get the story out.
From ’59 to ’63, Huie pub­

lished four books about or related 
to the war. The Americanization 
of Emily; The Hero of Iwo Jima, 
and Other Stories; Hotel Mamie 
Stover; and The Hiroshima Pilot 
each became national best-sellers. 
By this time he had become one 
of the m ost famous writers in the 
country. Despite this, his earlier 
books dealing with civil rights had 
made him a pariah in the segre­
gated south. Repeated threats 
from the Klan caused him to in­
stall floodlights outside his homes 
and  neighbors whom he had 
known all his life shunned him. 
“Now I had to sleep with one eye 
open and one hand on my auto­
matic shotgun,” he later said.

By 1964 controversy over his 
books had ju st about died down 
when he got a late night call from 
Joseph Carter, an editor at the 
New York Herald Tribune, ask­
ing if he would look into a story 
about three civil rights workers 
who were missing in Mississippi. 
Three young men - two New York­
ers and a Negro from Meridian - 
had been jailed briefly before be­
ing released  b u t h adn’t been 
heard from since.

In spite of his reluctance he 
again loaded up with money and 
headed to Mississippi. After 
forty-four days of searching, the 
FBI had  found the bodies of 
J a m e s  Chaney, A ndrew  
G oodm an , an d  M ichael 
Schwerner buried in an earthen 
dam but it was Huie, with his

southern accent and fifty dollar 
bills, who got the inside story. The 
result of Huie’s investigation was 
a scoop for the Tribune and his 
best-seller, Three Lives fo r  Mis­
sissippi set records in book stores 
all across the country

Huie came under increasing 
attacks for his use of checkbook 
journalism . Many writers felt it

Set in Alabama shortly after the 
1965 Selma march, the novel told 
how the Klan m ain ta in ed  its 
power through violence and coer­
cion, as well as by the acquies­
cence of many otherwise decent 
Southerners. The Ku Klux Klan 
becam e o u tra g ed , b u rn in g  
crosses in his yard and  terroriz­
ing his family. Huie asked then-

was unethical.
nawlins' styleH uie sa id  he 

didn’t like pay­
ing m urderers  
for their stories, 
but “I just didn't 
know any other 
way to get them 
to talk.” He also 
pointed out that 
the FBI sp en t 
far more money 
than he did and 
didn’t get any­
where near the 
results.

In 1967 
Huie published 
his most explo­
sive s to ry  to 
date, the novel 
The Klansman.
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Governor Albert Brewer for police 
protection.

Longtime friend and fellow 
w riter B arbara  Thom as once 
asked Huie why he remained in 
the South. “For all the things I’ve 
said about the South,” he replied, 
“I’m proud of what is good. It’s the 
demagogues of the South, the 
hatemongers, I hold in contempt.”

On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was killed on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel in 
M em phis, T ennessee . W hen 
Jam es Earl Ray was captured two 
months later and charged with the 
murder, Huie wanted the story. 
Going to Ray’s lawyer, Arthur J. 
Hanes Sr., Huie offered $40,000 
and a share of the royalties for 
exclusive rights to the story be­
hind the death of the civil rights 
leader. Hanes, with no one else to 
pay his legal fees, agreed and got 
Ray to sign off on the deal. In spite 
of a gag order, Huie had Hanes 
smuggle questions in for Ray to 
answer. When the answers came 
back Huie went to work verifying 
the story.

Ray’s story was a convoluted 
affair centering on a shadowy fig­
ure he called ‘Raoul’. According to 
Ray, Raoul recruited him for vari­
ous crim inal activities, from  
smuggling to burglary  all the 
while setting Ray up to be the 
patsy for the King murder. Ray 
said in his letters to Huie that he 
believed Raoul was working for 
someone else. But even from the
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start Ray’s story began to change. 
At first Raoul worked for black ac­
tivists who didn’t believe King was 
radical enough. Then it was the 
U.S. government. In fact, as soon 
as Huie closed one avenue for the 
story, Ray went down another.

Again, Huie pulled out his suit­
case full of money and traveled 
across the country gathering back­
ground information. He had mem­
bers  of Ray’s family flown to 
Huntsville where he interviewed 
th em  e x te n ­
sively.

Huie, work­
ing on the infor- 
m a tio n  from  
Ray, began writ­
ing a series of 
stories for Look 
M agazine. In 
the first two ar­
tic le s  he d e ­
tailed how Ray 
was a partic i­
pant (though an 
u n k n o w i n g  
participant) in 
a conspiracy to 
kill Dr. King.
B ut, as  he 
delved  in to  
Ray’s story he 
began to have 
d o u b ts . Ray 
h ad  sw itched  
lawyers by this 
tim e , h ir in g  
Percy Foreman

and infuriating Huie who had an 
exclusive contract with Ray’s first 
lawyer.

Huie, nevertheless, negotiated 
another contract with Foreman, 
giving him exclusive rights and the 
attorney a percentage of any fu­
ture publishing deals. After talk­
ing with Huie, Foreman convinced 
Ray he had no chance of acquit­
tal, and that his only hope was to 
plead guilty for a life sentence.
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Ray would plead guilty, Huie, in 
the third and final article for Look 
magazine, retracted his first two 
stories and wrote that Ray was the 
lone assassin. The day before Ray 
was to be sentenced, however, 
Foreman received word that Ray 
was about to change his story and 
plead innocent. This was the 
worst possible news for Huie.

Huie’s exclusive rights to the 
s to ry  (w hich  he h ad  sp e n t 
$40,000 of his own money to ac­
quire) would have been wasted if 
the case had gone to trial. The evi­
dence for the case would have 
become public domain and Huie, 
his credibility already having suf­
fered for his retraction of the two 
previous stories, would have lost 
everything. Any potential book 
contract, based on a guilty plea, 
would have also been worthless.

According to several p u b ­
lished sources a series of frantic 
telephone calls were held between 
Huie and Foreman before the at­
torney rushed to the Memphis jail

to confront Ray. The exact 
nature of the conversation 
is not known but in the end 
Ray reluctantly agreed to 
the deal. Many people be­
lieved, and still believe, 
that Huie’s check book 
was the deciding factor.

Whatever the case it is 
true that Huie, having paid 
the legal fees, had inordi­
nate control over the out­
come of the trial, in the 
opinion of many.

On March 10, 1969 
Ray stood before Judge 
Preston Battle and admit­
ted that he had “fired a 
shot from the second floor 
bathroom  of the rooming 
h o u se  an d  fa ta lly  
w ou n d ed  Dr. M artin  
L u th e r King who w as 
standing on the balcony of 
the Lorraine Motel.” Ray 
also waived his right to 
trial. In re tu rn  for this 
plea, the judge sentenced
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him to 99 years in prison. Soon 
after, however, Ray filed an appeal 
to have the sentence overturned.

He Slew the Dreamer, pub­
lished in 1970, represents the high 
water m ark of Huie’s career. Af­
ter the Ray book and the way 
some felt he manipulated the out­
come of stories, many publishing 
houses found reasons not to work 
with him. His fortunes declining 
as he tended to his ailing wife, 
Huie published only three more 
books during his lifetime. On No­
vember 22, 1986, Huie was found 
slumped over his desk, the victim 
of an apparent heart attack.

In h is  life tim e W illiam  
Bradford Huie wrote twenty-one 
books with over 28 million cop­
ies in print. Today he is virtually 
forgotten in his native Tennessee 
Valley.

Jon Jackson is a professional 
writer working in Huntsville. His 
daily column, The AM, can be 
read at www.seerocketcity.com. 
Com m ents can be sent to: 
jon.jackson@seerocketcity.com

Old Huntsville 
Trivia

1883 - Wes Brown is ab ­
ducted from the Countyjail and 
lynched on the northwest cor­
ner of the Court house lawn. He 
had been accused of the axe 
m urder of William Street, a 
Huntsville policeman.

1888 - First newspaper pub­
lished in New Market. One of 
the first editions related W.F. 
Laxon’s comment that “lightning 
struck my popcorn field and 
popped every grain of it.”

1901 - President William 
McKinley v isits  H untsville, 
where he is given a new shittam 
w ood w alk ing  s tick . Five 
months later he would be assas­
sinated.

Recipe For Candied Violets
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one minute longer and then reduce to a simmer. Drop blossoms in the 
mixture, a few at a time and let simmer for one minute. Carefully remove 
blossoms with a slotted spoon, drain well, and place on a cookie sheet cov­
ered with wax paper and allow to cool, turning occasionally until hardened.

The candied blossoms may be eaten by themselves or used to decorate 
cakes or cupcakes. Store in airtight tins or jars.
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T o o  M a n y  

E r r a n d s ?

The Perfect 
Mint Julep

by Ron Eyestone
Summer is upon us and ru­

mor has it that several springs 
(water type springs, that is) played 
a role for Huntsville back in the 
late  1800’s. One sp ring , up 
around Lynchburg, Tennessee, 
was judged by a certain Mr. Jack 
Daniels to contain the perfect 
amount of lime from its limestone 
source to make a palatable sip­
ping whiskey. Another spring in 
H untsv ille  w as fo u n d  to be 
amenable to the wild growth of a 
certain kind of plant known as 
spring mint. It is only natural that 
these two fine spring products 
should find a way to complement 
each other.

Now few folks agree on how 
to properly prepare these wonder­
ful ingredients for m axim um  
human enjoyment. (It’s rumored 
that some backwards people even 
used peach brandy, but I largely 
discount that for all who had 
access to these perfectly matched 
spring products.) In Huntsville, 
back around 1890, these two 
ingredients were combined in the 
following manner.

Dissolve two lumps of sugar 
in anough water to form a sort of 
thick syrup. Crush several sprigs

Medicare Supplement
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or Age 65 and up. 
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of tender m int shoots in a glass 
until m ost of the mint flavor has 
been extracted. Remove the mint 
from the glass. (This is done so 
that you don’t end up straining 
m int pieces through your teeth.) 
Fill the glass with cracked ice and 
pour in the amount of Mr. Daniel’s 
product you desire. Let this com­
b in a tio n  s it  an d  becom e 
thoroughly chilled. Add the heavy 
sugar syrup and stand a few more 
moments, stir the mixture, it will 
blend by itself.) Place a few sprigs 
of fresh m int at the rim  of the 
glass and serve immediately.

I personally do not believe the 
old tales that it was after several 
of these Mint Juleps that the cow 
Lily Flagg got her name.

“When a man’s best friend 
is his dog, that dog has a 

problem.”

Edward Abbey
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your busy schedule to go shopping?

We’re here to assist you!
The Silver Fox Grocery Box was 

designed for the elderly and 
homebound. Custom Boxes available. 
S&H depends on destination,

m.Dorm Boxes
Available For Mm i 
Students

Only $24.95
The Silver Fox Grocery Box is

Silled with healthy delicious meals, along 
with other foods, snacks, cereals, veg­
etables, truits and healthy bevera<&$.

M ILLER S M ILLER

G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r s  
Celebrating Our 42nd Year

P r o u d  T o  B e  A m e r i c a n

J2 H A R M O N Y  J 3
\  | o u n d

v  Bill & Linda G raviett
820 Wellman Ave. Phone 256-512-5662

Huntsville, AL 35801 Fax 256-512-5639

Musical Instruments 
New & Used Sound Equipment
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The Riverboat 
Train

A bout 12 m iles so u th  of 
Huntsville at Hobbs Island, on the 
Tennessee River, the N.C. and St. 
L. Railroad used to operate a 
riverboat railroad between Hobbs 
Island and Guntersville, Ala. The 
22 miles between Guntersville 
and Hobbs Island was the long­
est stretch of railroad ferrying in 
the world.

This unique m eans of rail­
roading began back in 1893 after 
the N.C and St. L. purchased the 
Tennessee and Coosa railroad 
which ended it’s line at Gun­
tersville. The N.C. and St. L line 
ran south from Elora, Tenn. to 
Hobbs Island. This left 22 miles 
of water between the two lines.

Rather than relocate many 
miles of track  across several 
mountains in this Tennessee Val­
ley area, and span the Tennessee 
River with a bridge, the N.C. and 
St. Es riverboat railroad was be­
gun.

It took about four hours to 
travel 22 miles.

Stealing 
Watermelons

by Jim  Harris
One summer evening, a group 

of boys in the Merrimack Mill Vil­
lage decided to steal some water­
melons from a nearby patch, as 
boys are apt to do.

The patch was in the back 
yard of one of the village houses, 
up close to the house. As the boys 
sneaked into the yard, the owner 
of the patch was inside the house
- windows open - and heard the 
raiders making their assault on 
the much desired melons.

The m an watched while the 
leader, a boy named Jack, walked

into the middle of the patch. Jack 
spotted a particularly interesting 
melon and decided to test it for 
ripeness - because there 's no 
sense in stealing a melon that's 
not ripe.

J a c k  lean ed  over an d  
thumped the smooth, green rind. 
Ju st as Jack thumped, the owner 
flipped on the back porch light. 
In a panic, Jack  stood up and 
yelled to his partners in crime, 

"Run for it boys, he's got 'em 
wired!"

“Carlos was absent from 
school yesterday because he 
was playing football. He was 

hurt in the growing part.”

Actual parent’s excuse for child 
missing school A cro s^F to ^^ lu n tsv ill^ lo sg it^ .

We can simplify your life 
by consolidating all your insurance and 

financial planning under the umbrella of the 
J. Smith Lanier &  Co. family of world 
respected carriers. One company for all 

your coverages, often at substantial savings. 
Doesn’t that sound good?

\ Insuring People A nd  
Business Since 1868

J . S m ith  L a n ie r  &  Co.

Call for an analysis or quote.

206 Exchange Place • PO. Box 6087 * Huntsville, AL 35824 * 256-890-9000
& 1999 EH A
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Remembering 
The 1955 
Celebration

by Malcolm Miller
I remember well when Hunts­

ville celebrated its one hundred 
fiftieth birthday Huntsville was 
still a small town. You knew al­
most everyone. You met on Wash­
ington Street on Saturdays and all 
the stores, especially the ten-cent 
stores, were thriving with shop­
pers or just lookers.

I was working at the local shoe 
factory at wages barely above the 
poverty level, but we were very 
much involved in the sesquicen- 
tennial celebration. The men were 
involved in Chapters of Brothers 
of the Brush, because every man 
had to either grow a beard or buy 
a license to shave. Believe me you 
had better do one or the other or 
suffer the consequences. There 
was a pond behind the shoe fac­

tory and ju s t about every day 
some one was thrown into the 
pond, kicking and yelling, be­
cause they had shaved without a 
license.

Downtown they would have 
competitions of various kinds be­
tween the different chapters. One 
I rem em ber was a tug of war be­
tween my chapter and another 
one. The side that lost was pulled 
into the water. One fellow broke 
and run, but they caught him af­
ter he ram all the way up the hill 
to the First National Bank, then 
they drug him kicking and pro­
testing back down and tossed him 
unceremonially into the water.

Let me say here that the ladies 
had  th e ir  own ch a p te rs  and  
dressed in long dresses and bon­
nets. Their activities were many, 
however I cannot recall all they 
did.

I wore a black top hat, string 
tie, and black coat and carried a 
cane. In this get up I looked like 
an ugly Abe Lincoln with a scrag- 
gly beard.

To illustrate how much things 
have changed in fifty years, I have

a group picture made of all the 
employees of the shoe plant and 
believe it or not, only three women 
were brave enough to wear pants 
to work.

Nineteen fifty-five stands out 
in my memory for another reason, 
Mr. Louis Collier, then postm as­
ter of Huntsville, hired both my 
brother Frank and I to be letter 
carriers. In this position I wit­
nessed Huntsville’s fast growth 
first hand as new streets, subdi­
visions, the parkway and shop­
ping centers were built. I was 
twenty eight years old fifty years 
ago and I never thought I would 
still be around to celebrate the 
bicentennial. However, I am, and 
I feel very fortunate to have lived 
these years and have seen the 
enormous growth and prosperity 
in the city of Huntsville.

“Just for today, I will not sit in my 
living room all day watching TV. 

Instead, I will move my TV into the 
bedroom.”

Jenny Ferguson, Arab

A s s is te d  L iv in g  f ro m  O u r  F a m i ly  to  Y o u r  F a m i ly

Is your family looking for the 

right solution to caring for 

an older loved one?
THE RIGHT PEOPLE
Since 1982, our family has been 
dedicated to caring for older people. 
Now, we are bringing our special 
approach to assisted living home to 
Huntsville with Country Cottage. We 
are deeply committed to resident 
independence, dignity and choice. You 
will see this right away - in our smiles, 
our willingness to go the extra mile and 
our attention to the little things.

Verm ont D rive at 
C hris D rive

8 8 0 - 1 1 0 1

THE RIGHT TIME FOR YOU
So, if you are looking for the right 
people, just the right amount ofhelp for 
someone you love, this is the right time. 
It will be our priviledge to serve your 
family too.

THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF HELP
The real value o f COUNTRY 
COTTAGE to area families is our focus 
on serving each individual resident with 
the right help at the right time. With our 
unique ~CareSteps~ program, we find 
the best way to maintain or improve each 
resident’s ability to enjoy life, with 7 
distinct levels of care.

• Cozy, intimate living
• Nurse supervised care
• No admission fee
• No fee for medication 

assistance
• All private apartments
• Shortest distance to dining
• Homestyie meals
• All new inside & out
• 7 Levels of personal care 

assistance
• Local family ownership, 23 

years experience
• From S 1,590 per month



u iu  iium avm c iagv

O U R  EXCLUSIVE PATENTED 
CR1SS C R O SS FEATURE WILL:

• FLATTEN YOUR TUMMY

• MAKE YOU LOOK SLIMMER

CONTOUR YOUR HIPS
• LIFT YOUR BUTTOCKS

• ALLOW YOU TO WEAR
ONE SIZE SMALLER

• MAKE YOU FEEL YOUNGER

NOT YO U R  DAUGHTERS JEANS

A V A IL A B L E  A T ...
Unique L adies clothing, gifts & a c c e s so r ie s  

515 Pratt Ave - Five Points 
.  534-9655

T , 408 4th Ave SE Decatur
*  432-0488
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Remember 
When?

b y  J o h n n y  J o h n s to n

This past m onth the Butler 
1955 graduating class held its 
50th anniversary reunion at the 
Bevill Center. The talk of the night 
was not so m uch how we had 
changed. It was how the city and 
su rro u n d in g  com m unity had  
changed. Remember, the 1955 
class was located at the present 
location of Stone Middle School 
at the intersection of Clinton and 
Triana. What m ost people don’t 
know is we were in the Madison 
County school system. Consider 
that the school was ju st slightly 
over 1 mile from the County Court 
House and outside of the city lim­
its!

Some of us were students at 
Lincoln in the early years before 
the Parkway was built. Meridian 
Street was the north-south high­
way so we would watch the traf­

fic coming in from Tennessee. 
Sometimes there would be snow 
on the cars and Huntsville was 
dry! Since that was part of the 
Florida Short Route, we saw li­
cense plates from all over. At that 
point m ost of us had never been 
out of Alabama at all and didn’t 
know if north was a destination 
or direction.

Highway 72 was very narrow 
and had multiple curves coming 
down from Chapman Mountain. 
I rem em ber a tree that grew very 
large on the corner of Oakwood 
and Lee Highway, (now Interstate 
565), which was involved in a 
la rge  n u m b e r  of a c c id e n ts .

Brakes were not really reliable in 
those days and many automobiles 
tried to climb the tree trunk. Sev­
eral passengers were lost by those 
collisions.

When I was very sm all my 
mother gained ownership to her 
father’s farm in Lacey’s Spring, 
just across the Tennessee River in 
Morgan County. That first year, 
1946, we did things only she had 
done before, we farmed. I was 
only 9 years old but all the family 
pitched in to raise a  few veg­
etables, pick a few wild plums and 
really get the lay of that land. My 
g ran d fa th er, Jam e s  T hom as 
Buck, had  come dow n from

East Huntsville 
Baptist Church

Shannon Johnson, Pastor 
808 Maysville Road

Worship Services 11:00 and 6:00 Sunday 
Wednesday 6:00 

Children’s Church available for ages 2 - 1 0  
Nursery also available

to T tfe tco m e/

t l i f f  3 til(
Slltornet) £3t £ou>

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury 
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It's Our Mission

920 Merchants Walk 
Suite B 
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office 
(256) 534-4503 Fax 

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

Join Cliff Hill for his live legal Call-in show on 
channel 64, Knology - Thursday 7:30 am - 

“Cliff and the Law"
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 

is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Sparta, TN about the turn  of the 
century and began “truck” farm­
ing on rented land in Lacey. Lacey 
is how the family identified the 
area. He bought 30 acres from 
his brother-in-law W. T. Oakes, 
who lived ju s t down the road 
around 1924 and moved his fam­
ily onto his very own property for 
the first time. During 1946-1949 
Mother had an opportunity to 
teach her children ju st a little of 
what she had learned as a child.

A few years before mother 
passed away in 1993 she asked 
to go back to Lacey and find a 
farm where her family was share- 
cropping in about 1915. She said 
there was a big sinkhole just back 
of the house where they lived 
w here a ca lf once got 
trapped. We found the de­
pression ok, bu t now it 
was in the center of a new 
housing development.

When she had been 
married about 2 1/2 years 
(she m ust have been 18) 
she told about walking 
with her only son who was 
18 m onths, up the old 
road from Lacey to Cotaca 
which is 3 miles west of 
Morgan City. They had 
arranged to get a cow from 
someone who lived there, 
and having no means of 
tra n sp o rta tio n , had  to 
walk. Mom left ju st after 
daylight she said , and  
walked past the Lipscomb 
Cemetery and climbed up 
the  ro a d  to B rin d lee

Mountain. That old road was still 
there in 1946. It wound around 
the northwest side of the m oun­
tain arriving on top near where 
the WRSA tower is now located. 
They got there around “Dinner 
tim e” ate the bread they carried 
with them then walked back to 
Lacey. I also remember her walk­
ing us to “the Lacey Spring” which 
was somewhere back of the then 
U. S. Post Office. The Post Office 
was located on the south side of 
Highway 36. facing the entrance 
to the old section of Lacey. That 
included the Hough property and 
the original road.

I remember mother about this 
time relating how her family trav­

eled to see her Uncle Odie and 
Aunt Lulu McMurtrie who lived in 
Monrovia. I visited there a few 
times before they passed  away 
and remember the farm  well. It 
was a huge place with hired help 
to plant and harvest the cotton. 
They were a very prosperous fam­
ily, worked hard, raised a large 
family and were very respected. 
My Great Uncle Odie gave Lloyd 
and I a beautiful little white Spitz 
Puppy. Now that entire farm is 
covered with new and very expen­
sive homes.

Mother said that her family 
would get up before daylight, 
pack enough food for “Dinner”, 
load up the wagon and head out

Our h a n d s  tell the story...

You can count on Meridian Arts to beautifully 
hand-carve your frame, to hand-apply gold leaf 
to create a stunning gilded frame, or to carefully 
restore your treasured art or frame to its original 
brilliance. And we also offer a wide variety of 
frame mouldings and mats, as well as custom 
decorated mats to meet all your framing needs.

We depend on our hands to turn the "everyday" 
into art. You can depend on our hands too.

305-A Jefferson St. 
(256)534-7475 
www. MeridianArts. net

‘There’s Art in Everything We Do”

^ u n t s m d c  8 3 0 - 1 6 4 2
^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ®  ^  24 Hour Emergency Service

W\xt Equipment
Call Sue Ann Childers 520-1334

Com plete Fire Extinguisher a n d  Hood S ys tem  
S ervice & Installation.



very early. They would cross the 
Tennessee River at Ditto Landing 
sometime later and continue up 
the road through Huntsville. In 
Huntsville they came out on the 
Athens Highway and right into 
Monrovia. At that time Monrovia 
Rd. was the Huntsville - Athens 
road, and unpaved until 1930. 
Usually they would arrive about 
mid afternoon, spend the night 
then head back with the mules 
and wagon the next day. Ironi­
cally, I now live on Russell Hill in 
the exact spot where that old road 
passed over the hill. I am told that 
when the mail came in from Ath­
ens, the wagon would stop on the 
east slope of the hill and the driver 
blew a horn to let the Postmaster 
know he was on his way.

To those of us who grew up 
with “lunch”. In those days there 
was “Breakfast, Dinner and Sup­
per”. I read something the other 
day that said Supper was ju st a 
small dinner. Don’t think that’s 
what it meant back then.
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I remember my mother telling 

a story about an uncle of hers who 
was the first to get an automobile. 
He decided to m ake that trip  
across the Tennessee and come 
to Huntsville. He, my Grandfather 
and m ost farm ers from  Lacey 
spent Saturday on the Square in 
Huntsville bu t this was his first 
trip by car. He got so excited while 
driving his car onto the Ferry he 
forgot where the brakes were. He 
kept bouncing off the retainer 
chain and yelling “whoa m ule” 
until the engine died.

Mother saw her first car in

J a c k ’ s  

T o y  S t o r e

Specializing in the service 
& restoration of fine 
British automobiles.

JAGUAR

310210th Av. SW (256) 535-0703

S p e c ia l iz in g  in  & yey[a ss  

<fc j e w e lr y  C R epa ir

Mention this ad and get $5.00 
off any repair of $15 or more

Located in Mission Square 
corner of Wynn & University

T u e -F r i  10AM -6PM  
Sat. 1 0 - 4

830-1502

AT HOMEV  ̂ Let our family take care

HOSPICE
“Comfort is Our Goal, Caring is Our Business ”

THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED HOSPICE

All of our staff members are Hospice-experienced and we 
accept patients regardless of their ability to pay.

Our non-profit foundation helps care for those in need.
For more information about our non-profit foundation or to become a 

volunteer please call us today.

AT HOME HOSPICE 
532-5199 

Toll Free 888-532-5199



1918. It belonged to a Doctor who 
made a house call at the Oakes 
home. Mother was afraid at first 
but the Doctor offered her a ride 
home, which she accepted. She 
said it was a black two door T- 
Model Ford.

That sum m er I was left to 
prowl the countryside in Lacey 
with the Thomas boy from up the 
road. Fred, my older brother, 
plowed with “old Jack ”, a mule 
dad bought at the Auction on 
Oakwood. When we first brought 
him home Fred tried to ride him 
like Gene Autry (Fred is a Gene 
Autry Fan), but he was tossed 
aside like some unwanted bug. I 
remember making rem arks like 
“old Jack  has rock feet”, stepping 
on two snakes in one week and 
generally making a nuisance of 
myself.

One of my favorite parts of the 
farm was the well! We were able 
to draw cool water from way down 
in the ground and magically open 
the end of that big round bucket 
and watch the water run  out. I 
especially liked making dams in 
the ditches and watching the wa­
ter either puddle up behind or 
wash the dam away during a good 
rain. And there were Pine trees. 
A large thicket where I was often 
found climbing to the top and get­
ting covered with Pine tar.

Now that area too is covered 
with homes, cars and other mod­
ern conveniences.

So many roads in and around 
Huntsville have changed direction 
and location over my lifetime that

I hardly remember how some of 
them  were. Governor’s Drive 
(then 5th Avenue) only went from 
Triana to Madison Street. If you 
wanted to go across Monte Sano 
you turned right off 5th on Harvard 
then left on Longwood. Longwood 
crossed Madison as it does now 
and made several sharp turns 
before it became Big Cove Road. 
Coming down was the same route. 
Many trucks lost their brakes and 
crashed into the houses that sit 
beh ind  H arvard on Sewanee. 
Some homeowners placed barri­
cades in their back yards to help

protect their homes.
Big Cove Road has always 

been a dangerous highway. About 
50 years ago it was widened and 
straightened some. I rem em ber 
on the backside of Monte Sano, 
the road took a turn back into the 
mountain, made a loop and came 
back out again. A business was 
built there called “Buena Vista”; I 
think it was an eatery and over­
night camp.

Fifteen years ago I came upon 
a picture of Big Cove Road which 
developed my interest. The pic­
ture was made in 1930 from an
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B e f o r e  d e c i d i n g  

o n  a  m o r t g a g e  c o m p a n y ,
call us and explore all your financing options.

ROYCE
RICHARDSON

777-2382

DEBBIE
WHORTON

797-7698

Purchases - Refinance 
New Construction 

Equity Lines - 2nd mortgages

5 3 6 - 5 6 0 3
1104 Gleneagles Drive - Suite A 

Huntsville, Al 35801 

www.realestate-lending.net 
dwhorton @ hiwaay.net

KRISTIN
d e h o lla n d e r  Leaders in Lending Experience

655-0837 ^

‘Real ‘Estate 
ML Jiending cJroup, Inc.

Your Downtown Neighborhood Pub & Grille
110 Southside Square - Huntsv ille AL.Judge 

Craters
Pub & Grille

Mon - Happy Hour all night long! 
Tues - $3 Wing baskets 
Wed - Downtown night

Beer & Shooter specials  
Thur- Martini night $2 off all m artinis

* ('aterin<> for executive litnclies up to 50 orders
* Delivery available (3 order niin.) in 4 block area of Downtown Square

Fri- Free buffet from 4pm-7pm

534-6116

http://www.realestate-lending.net


altitude of maybe 5,000 feet. It 
shows how crooked the road was 
and the fact that it was not paved. 
I took that picture to Thurm an 
Drake who was raised in the Big 
Cove Com m unity from  abou t 
1915. He began looking hard  at 
each curve on the picture, each 
clearing and comparing it to his 
memory. The homebuilder had 
an excellent memory. He picked 
out a clearing on the ridge very 
close to where the WAFF-trans- 
mission tower is now and started 
his story.

When he and his brothers and 
sisters were small, they made a 
regular trip into Huntsville for 
supplies and to catch up on the 
big city news. The trip started 
early in the morning usually on a 
S a tu rd ay  w ith  h o rse s  an d  a 
wagon. They carried water for 
themselves and the horses, oats 
for the horses and food for the 
family. He said “you see this clear­
ing? Right there, that is where we 
stopped and tied up the horses so 
they could rest from the climb and 
be ready to go on down the moun­
tain to Huntsville. We would take 
care of the horses then eat our 
food. We would get into H unts­
ville early afternoon and try to get 
back home by dark, sometimes 
camping out overnight in Hunts­
ville”.

Mr. Drake has now passed

Old Huntsville Page 52

away, I wish I had talked to him 
for days, not ju st an hour.

When I speak to local Civic 
Clubs or really anyone who is in­
terested, I bring that picture and 
several others of old Huntsville, 
which have been enlarged. One 
of these is a picture m ade from

an airplane in 1954. It centers 
on the Old Huntsville Municipal 
Airport Terminal and the ramp 
area in front of the terminal. A 
young U.S. Airforce Pilot, who 
grew up in north Madison County, 
was flying over in his B-29 when 
he decided to land in Huntsville.

\ \ O M f
HOME BUDDIES

Senior Care
Full Time Nanny Service • Part Time Mommies Helpers

------------------------The Caring Connection

Sf*bHshed W
882-1299
Mary Alice Cannon

Locally owned and 
operated since 1982

w w w .hom ebuddie.s.com

We Provide Senior Care
* We celebrate 18 years of caring, compassionate, loving concern for

your quality of life, independence and empowerment.
* You will experience less concern and worry about your loved one 

because we require an extensive background checks with application and
references.

* Your Home Buddy will listen and respond quickly to your medical,
personal and household needs.

* You will benefit from years of experience, wisdom, and our impeccable
reputation.

* We file long term care insurance, have very little turnover in 
caregivers, and provide substitutes in emergencies.

* The best and most capable, dependable, and trust worthy girls want to 
be “buddies.” They make more money. You receive greater value and less

stress.
* We’ll see to it that your Buddy is a good feel and good fit for you. We

are “the Caring Connection.”
* Your costs are lower because our overhead is lower.* Your “buddy" is

Tip Of The Month: Eat dark chocolate every day!

W H O L E S A L E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

We Deal In Volume & Pass The Savings On To You!
* Every Auto Personally Inspected!
* Financing Available!
* Late Models - Low Mileage

Call 721-1310 Today!
S l o w  C r e d i t ?  B a d  C r e d i t ?
We work with banks and credit companies 

to get you the car you want!

U.S.A. Auto Sales. Inc
7302-A Highway 72 West 

(just west of Jeff Road)
Josh Butler Curtis J. Hall

(256) 541 -3562 (256) 468-0083

http://www.homebuddie.s.com
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He did so about midnight and 
parked on the southeast side of 
the taxiway, which connected the 
runways. The B-29 was so large 
that the wings hung way over both 
sides of the pavement. This B-29 
is why the picture was made. For 
the airlines to operate it was nec­
essary to taxi in on the north south 
runway, taxi to the terminal then 
turn around and go out the same 
way. The magic of this picture is 
the surrounding area. The picture 
shows m ost of the area from Air­
port Road north to where Drake 
road is now. There is no Parkway, 
no Drake, no buildings along the 
way, not anything!

During the years I was with 
Huntsville Air Service, 1953-54- 
55, Crop dusting was the name 
of the game, landing sites were 
places that are not now safe to 
walk in. One place was on what 
is now Wall Triana south of 1565 
and alongside the railroad track, 
which crosses Wall Triana. A 
sharecropper lived there with cot­
ton growing right up to the porch. 
Joel Williams had a blow out on 
his plane there while landing to 
load up with boil weevil poison. 
On another occasion we landed 
airplanes on Sunshine Mountain 
in Madison going up hill. That was 
a dangerous one.

R oads from  H untsville to 
Decatur were laid along the sec­

tion lines. It was over 40 miles 
from the Huntsville Municipal Air­
port to downtown Decatur before 
highway 20 was constructed . 
Highway 20, became an alternate 
airport for some pilots because it 
was so straight, level and smooth, 
not at all what local drivers were

used to!
It would take dozens of these 

issues to list half the changes in 
50 years, even if one person knew 
all of them. Most have been for 
the better, but perhaps some have

■

Free Admission 
Free Parking - Air Conditioned Comfort 

Open 7 Days A Week lOa.m - 6p.m. 
North Parkway and Max Luther

Antiques, collectibles, knives, rugs, prints, handbags, clothes, 
cosmetics, furniture, electronics and thousands of other items. 

Choose from new and gently used items.

N e w  V e n d o r s  A l w a y s  W e l c o m e !

8 5 9 -4 4 5 4

H en ry ’s S m all E ng ine
S a l e s  &  S e r v i c e

Service on all makes and models

Owner: Mel Henry

Ferris Commercial 
Mowers

Huntsville’s New Snapper and Simplicity Dealer

209 Oakwood Ave. (256) 534-9794
Mowers - Tillers - Blowers - Weedeaters - Edgers - Go-Carts - Scooters

Discount Lawn Care
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He Swore 
To Tell The 
Truth

from  1885 newspaper

Mr. Bacon, of Huntsville, was 
courting a lady in Hartselle. She 
had refused him frequently and 
he often repeated his suit. At one 
interview she became exceedingly 
annoyed at his importunity, and 
told him that she could not marry 
him; that their tastes, opinions, 
likes and dislikes were totally dif­
ferent.

“In fact,” she said, “Mr. Bacon 
I don’t think there is one subject 
on earth upon which we would 
agree." “I assure you, madam,” he 
said, “that you are m istaken and 
I can prove it.” “If you can m en­
tion one thing about which we 
agree I will m arry you,” she re ­
turned.

“Well,” said he. “I will do it. 
Suppose, now, you and I were 
traveling together. We arrive at a 
hotel, and there only two beds for 
us. In one there is a man and the 
other a woman; which bed would 
you select to sleep in?”

She arose indignantly and re­
plied, “With the woman, of course, 
sir!”

“Well, there you are,” grinning 
from ear to ear he replied, “So 
would I!”

B i g  In  S c h o o l
Billy was in the third grade 

of school when the teacher told 
him he was the biggest in his 
class. That afternoon Billy told 
his mother what the teacher said 
and asked, ”ls that because I eat 
more than everyone else?”

“No, honey”, said Mama, 
“It’s because you’re eighteen 
years old.”

Whos Going To Pay Your Bills?
A recent survey showed that 3 out of 4 people will need long 

term care at some point in their lives. One stay in a nursing 
facility has the potential to completely wipe out your 4 0 IK, 
savings or retirement.

Who’s going to pay your bills then?

The folks at COX Associates, Inc. have been helping people 
since 1967 to prepare for such emergencies. W ith plans starting 
at $25 a m onth we can provide long term health care insurance 
to make sure your bills are paid and your loved ones are not 
burdened with the massive debts of a long term stay in a nursing 
facility.

We are independent brokers who shop the market with only 
highly rated companies to find the best product to suit your 
needs.

We don’t work for an insurance company.... we work for 
you!

Brad Williams, CSA President
SeniorsLTC, LLC 

115 M anning Drive, Suite 202B 
H untsville, AL 35801 
Phone: (256) 536-3075 

Email: Brad@SeniorsLTC.com Division o f  Cox Associates, Inc

CO X  Associates, Inc.
115 Manning Drive 

Suite 202-B 
Huntsville, Al 35801 

(256)533-0001 
E-mail: ccox@hiwaay.net

BeautiControl
Spa Care - Image - Skin Care

In-Home or In-Office Spa Escapes Available 
‘ Heated Neck Wraps - Hand & Back 

Massages - 30 Minute Sessions
Share the experience with your friends 

who deserve a little pampering!

Lisa Meadows
Independent Director 

(256) 651-8452

mailto:Brad@SeniorsLTC.com
mailto:ccox@hiwaay.net
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Green King 
Sentenced to 
Drink Buttermilk

Green King was a moonshiner. 
During the 1920s he had the repu­
tation for making some of the best 
moonshine in Madison County.

Unfortunately, he also liked to 
drink his own product. Saturdays 
would find him downtown around 
the old courthouse square, ped­
dling his wares, and as the sun 
got higher, so did Green King.

And every weekend he would 
be arrested, to spend the rest of 
the weekend in jail.

Finally, the judge, after tiring 
of seeing King in his court every 
Monday, asked the defendant why 
he persisted in drinking.

“Because, your honor,” Green 
replied,”1 don’t figure the town 
water is safe to drink.”

Pounding his gavel, the exas­
perated judge fined the defendant 
two dollars and fifty cents, sen­
tenced him to ninety-nine years, 
and suspended the sentence on 
the condition that Green would 
“hereafter forever drink only but­
term ilk whenever he came to 

t o w n ”

WEBUY
SILVER DOLLARS

Any Amount 
Top Prices Paid

5 3 4 -3 3 5 5

C.T. G arvin F eed  & Seed

2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

A udra Wilson 
Melissa Steelm an

Expert Hair Care

1701 University Dr.
(comer Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002

Need Someone 
to talk to your Club?

Long time Huntsville native and regular writer for Old 
Huntsville, Johnny Johnston will be glad to speak before your 
group about Huntsville, the way it used to be. There is no 
charge.

He is a highly regarded speaker whose talks about 
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed to keep the audience en­
thralled Q a|| johnny Johnston

at 256-656-9575
___________ Sponsored by Old Huntsville Inc.______

War News
from 1861

- Huntsville: County officials 
have authorized paym ent of 
$1000.00 to John S. Dickson for 
equipping Capt. Jones and Capt. 
Tracy’s companies with uniforms. 
Also included in the bill was pay­
ment for furnishing pantaloons to 
Capt. Gaston’s company.

- A payment of $127.50 was 
made to J.M. Venable for supplying 
foodstuffs to the troops.

- Michael Callaghan received 
payment of $50.92 for bacon fur­
nished to the Polish Regiment of 
Louisiana while in Huntsville.

- John Popejoy is in town pur­
chasing mules for the Commisary 
Department. Interested parties can 
contact him at the courthouse.

SANDWICHES, WRAPS, SALADS, 
SMOOTHIES, SOFT DRINKS, 

AND DESSERTS

4715 University Drive (NEXT t o  k inkos) 
Phone 489-1576 Fax 489-1586

can not be used with any other promotion

f IS Percent Off] \ 10 Percent Off"} [~15 Percent Offl
| Breakfast Wraps |j Lunch and Dinner j ) Wraps & Sandwiches)

& Sandwiches 11 Wraps & Sandwiches 11 on Sunday
|wi4Coapon̂ Expire7/31] Cwpoo•
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Dallas Village 
Memories

Billy Harbin

I don’t have the memories of 
Dallas Village that my brother and 
sister have because they are older 
than me. We moved out of the vil­
lage when I finished the 3rd grade 
at Rison.

The memories that I have are 
centered around the YMCA and 
Mr. H. E. “Hub” Myhand. Most of 
all of our activities involved the “Y.” 
In the sum m ers we played base­
ball at the Dallas Park, now the 
Optimist Park; and during the win­
ter months, we played basketball 
and indoor softball in the Dallas 
YMCA gymnasium.

Hub Myhand was the Direc­
tor of the Y and his wife was the 
village nurse. Mrs. Myhand had an 
office or clinic in the Y. Both 
Myhands were paid by the own­
ers of the cotton mill. Hub and

“While in the emergency room 
she was examined, x-rated 

and sent home.” 

Transcript from a patient’s 
hospital chart in Mobile

those that we could get involved 
in sports as coaches were the 
babysitters for the village. One of 
the things that is vivid in my 
memory was our practices of slip­
ping into the ba llpark  in the 
m orning  w hen the p a rk  was 
closed.

I guess we ju st couldn’t wait 
for Hub to open the park  in the 
afternoon or it could have been 
that this was all that we had to 
do. To get in, we had to scale the 
wall. We always climbed the wall 
on the east end of the grandstand 
opposite Hub’s house. His house 
was located a t the co rner of 
Oakwood and 5th Street (Andrew 
Jackson Way).

Since I was too young to play 
on the team, my job was to sit in 
the grandstand and watch for 
Hub. If he came out of the house 
towards the park, I would let ev­
eryone know and we 
would hurriedly va­
cate the park.

There was a team 
from  up tow n  who 
called themselves the 
Cavaliers. The team, 
as I remember, was 
made up of students 
from  the C atho lic  
schoo l lo ca ted  on 
H olm es Avenue.
Sammy Citrano, now

a prominent dentist in Huntsville, 
was their pitcher. We played this 
team all the time in the locked 
ballpark. I rem em ber once we 
were playing the Cavaliers and to 
my great fright, I saw Hub head­
ing toward the park. I alerted the 
group and we started to scamper 
out of the park over the east wall. 
One of the Cavaliers had brought 
their younger brother with him 
(even younger than me); and 
when he got on top of the wall, he 
was afraid to jum p down. Every­
body was pleading with him to 
jump, and finally just as Hub was 
en te rin g  the p ark , the  child 
jumped.

As I think back, I am  almost 
certain that Hub knew all along 
that we were slipping into the 
park, but he never let us know.

After my senior year of high 
school, I had the honor of playing

G j/alhalla
and uriMal

Pieces of Infinity
by Larry G rovesPieces-5

f Of Infinity
§
0
B
3 i t
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1
o Larry Groves

A sp e llb in d in g  hum orous 
novel guaranteed to keep you 
ha ng ing  on the  edge  by 
Huntsville’s own Larry Groves.

This is the one book you don’t 
want to miss!

order online at www.authorhouse.com 
or call toll free 1 -888-280-7715

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK 
Offering The Simplicity Plan

700 Winchester Road 
Huntsville, Al 

(256)852-8500

VALHALLA
F U N E R A L  HOME

http://www.authorhouse.com
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ESTATE AUCTION
baseball on one of the last Hunts­
ville Booster team s th a t Hub 
managed. Most of the players 
were much older than me. Play­
ers like Slick McGinnis, Jack  
Troup, Jim  Tally, Bill Daniel, Floyd 
Bryant and Freck Payne, to name 
a few and I felt that Hub was 
rougher on me than the others, but 
it didn’t bother me because of the 
respect that I had for him. I guess 
he still considered me one of his 
kids from the village.

Hub Myhand was my hero. He 
was the Bear Bryant of Dallas Vil­
lage and East Huntsville. I re ­
cently attended a dedication cer­
emony of the new sports complex 
at Optim ist Park. Several fine 
people were recognized and hon­
ored for their efforts in making the 
new complex a reality. It was nice, 
but throughout the ceremony I 
couldn’t help but reflect back to 
the days of Hub Myhand. I hope 
one day that a life size statue of 
Hub Myhand can be placed on the 
premises of the new complex.

SATURDAY JULY 9th @ 9:AM 
ESTATE OF COLFAX McDANIEL 

795 9th Ave. NE • Arab, AL 
Brick Home - Fine Antiques - Furnishings 
THE REAL Estate SELLS @ 12.00 NOON 
SELLING TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER!

This Is a Nice Home In A Terrific Location. The House Has 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Nice Eat-In 
Kitchen, Dining Room, Living Room, Enclosed Back porch, Beautiful Landscaped Backyard, 
Plus Other Features,
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Starting At 9am Will Be Outstanding Antiques, Furniture, Glass­
ware, And Misc. Personal Property. A Partial List Includes Bedroom Furniture, Marble Top 
Tables, China Cabinets, Victorian Sofas & Chairs, HUGE Selection Of Glassware, Collectibles, 
And A Wide Array Of Items To Be Sold.
DIRECTIONS: From The Intersection Of Main Street And Guntersville Road (Hwy 69), Take 
Guntersville Road, Turn Left On 6th St, NE, See Horton Auction Signs 
TERMS: REAL ESTATE: 10% Down At The Auction, Balance Due Within 30 Days. 10% Buy­
ers Premium. PERSONAL PROPERTY: Full Payment By Cash Or Check With Prior Approval, 
10% Buyers Premium. Pete Horton, CAI, CES, SL#213. Full Terms Will Be Announced At The 
Auction

For More Details - Phone 256-536-7497 - www.hortonauction.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER
504 Randolph

4600 Square Feet 
4 Bathrooms, 6 bedrooms, large 

kitchen with all appliances, 
basement, carriage house,

9 ft ceilings throughout, 
wood floors, carpeted bedrooms, 

beautifully landscaped private 
garden, sprinkler system, central 

speaker system, fireplace

$990,000 
(256) 259-7594
Serious inquiries only

Live In Historic Twickenham
■

http://www.hortonauction.com
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I Remember 
Mrs. Gilbert

by Jimmy Brocato, Jr.

I also rem em ber Mrs. Gilbert and her 
daughter Helen, or as we kids called her: “Old 
Lady Gilbert and Miss Helen.” When my 
mother and I would go to the grocery store 
downtown, we would sometimes come back 
to find the two of them sitting in the back 
seat of our car demanding a ride home, or to 
take her anywhere else she had to go.

My dad had a black man working for him 
at the Central Cafe, known only as John Henry 
and who was almost completely deaf.

Occasionally my dad would hire John 
Henry to cut our grass. One day, while I was 
sitting on the front porch watching him mow 
the yard, Mrs. Gilbert and Helen came walk­
ing by. Mrs. Gilbert stopped John  Henry 
and told him to come up to Whitesburg Drive 
and cut her grass when he had finished. She 
assured him that it would be all right and 
that he, my Dad, would pay John  for cutting 
her grass, too. She kept repeating it over and 
over, loudly.

John  Henry ju st kept nodding his head 
up and down, agreeing with her. After Mrs. 
Gilbert left, he strolled over to me and said, 
“Wut dat woman want?”

I fell off the porch laughing.

Pine Crest Estate
Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

“To Provide a better 
quality of life for  
persons with ~ 
dementia

Secure home-style environment. 
Family-owned to serve family needs.

Serving Huntsville since 1995 - State Licensed

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811 
256-851-9161

Darryl Goldman 
Storyteller

Telling the Stories of 
Old Huntsville, AL

WithJ.K. Huggs 
(World’s Oldest Living Rabbit)

Darryl puts his own spin on John Hunt's 
struggle with the rattle snakes, Davy 
Crockett in the neighborhood, and Leroy 
Pope's politics in early “Twickenham.” Hear 
stories of Huntsville's first car, chaos caused by a “master hypnotist”, and 
the “Wild Man of the Mountain.” The stories are sometimes hilarious, 
sometimes sad, but always informative. You'll find yourself laughing out 
loud with a lump in your throat.

A retired US Army Chaplain and Presbyterian minister, Darryl has told 
stories throughout the US and overseas. His friendly, but impertinent 
rabbit puppet, J.K. Huggs, usually has a iess-than-reliable tale or two of 
his own.

No remuneration requested for retirement communities, assisted living, 
libraries and schools. Contact Darryl at (256) 520-1771 or 
darrylgoldman@kw.com.

Home Cooking the Way 
You Remember it!

tchen
11243 So. Mem. Pkwy - 882-9073

(Next door to K ing’s Inn)

Breakfast Anytime!
Special Sunday Dinners

Lunch Specials Daily!

Sat & Sun 6am - 2:30pm 
Open Mon-Fri 5am - 2:30pm

eones

mailto:darrylgoldman@kw.com


Old Huntsville Page 59

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing­
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer 
with special respect and giving great service.

A  hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be 
purchased for 85 cents. A  lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 lb. bar­
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same 
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family, 
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



'c U h c n  l i f e  m ?  p im p le

During the long hot summers in the early 1920s the Flint River was a favorite 
destination for people wanting to cool off. Families would pack picnic lunches, young 
boys would fish on the banks and young lasses would play in the water while showing off 
their daring bathing suits.

Ladies’ bathing apparel could be ordered from Sears and Roebuck for $2.15 a suit. 
There were only three sizes and and you had a choice of color - as long as it was black.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service yy
717 Pratt Ave. NE

Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week
(256) 539-7443

* One Hour Photo *
US Gov’t. Post Office 

UPS Shipping


