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The Legend of

Harris
Lee
Parecus

Some people have called
him a gangster, while others
called him the “Godfather of
North Alabama.” Despite the
names, Harris Lee Parcus
simply did what he knew best.

He provided moonshine, beer
and gambling to the people of
Huntsville and Madison Coumty.

He was a natural-born busi-
nessman who built an empire.
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The Legend of
Harris Lee Parcus

others called him the
“Godfather of North Alabama”.
Despite the names, Harris Lee
Parcus simply did what he knew
best. He provided moonshine,
beer and gambling to the people
of Huntsville and Madison County.

During his heyday he ran an
empire that made and sold thou-
sands of gallons of moonshine a
week, bootlegged almost half a
million cases of beer a year and
ran gambling games where tens
of thousands of dollars would be
won or lost on the throw of the
dice or the flip of a card.

Many people might say Harris
Lee was born into the business.
His father, Audy Parcus, began
making moonshine in the hills of
Marshall County as a young boy.
After an unfortunate shoot-out
with revenuers, he wisely decided
to move down river to Annie’s
Ditch, a community near Triana,
where he met his future wife, 15
year-old Evella Suggs.

Audy’s family consisted of
poor farmers who never seemed
to be able to get ahead. Try as they
might, there was never any money
left. One day Audy’'s Aunt Bell

ome people have called
him a gangster, while
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Patterson called a family confer-
ence. “We have to figure out a way
to make money,” she said. Then,
turning to her husband she said,
“T've been talking to Audy and in
the morning I want you to take
some of the men and go with him.
We're going to make whiskey.”

When Harris Lee was born in
1926, the family was already es-
tablished in Madison County’s
moonshine business. During the
period of the Roaring Twenties,
money was pouring in so fast that
often it was carried to the bank
in over-stuffed shoe boxes. Then
the Great Depression came along
and almost put an end to the
family business. Although they
made good whiskey, people sim-
ply no longer had the money to
buy it. Audy once spent a whole
day trying to peddle his moon-
shine, but, regardless of the price,
people couldn’t afford it. At the
end of the day he traded a half
pint for a can of sardines and
some stale crackers.

“Our Daddy wouldn’t let my
brothers and I around the stills
and gambling,” remembered Har-
ris Lee. “I learned to make whis-
key from my number one whis-
key men, Junior Caudle and Hard
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Rock Walker.”

Harris Lee quickly earned a
reputation as one of the best whis-
key men around. Many people
later said they could always tell
Parcus whiskey just by tasting
it.

“There are two kinds of whis-
key,” Harris Lee explained, “One
is pure corn whiskey and the
other is called wolf pot. This type
consisted of wheat, bran, sugar,
yeast and water. The recipe is 100
pounds of sugar, 100 gallons of
water, 25 pounds of wheat bran
to each 100 pounds of sugar and
1/4 pound of yeast. Moonshine
stills were usually built in the
woods close to the water. It was
usually made at night because the
fire was made really hot by burn-
ing old tires and this created a lot
of smoke and the ‘revenuers’, as
they were called back then, could
follow the smoke and locate the
whiskey stills which they would
then destroy. After the fire got hot
they would burn wood to cook off
the whiskey. It took 72 hours to
ferment. The first whiskey run
would be sweet mash and the sec-
ond run would be sour mash. If
you used rye instead of wheat it
would ferment in 48 hours.”

During WWII Harris Lee joined
the Marine Corps where he and
his good friend, Sisco Alan Purdy,
spent 45 days straight on the
front line on Okinawa in one of
the bloodiest battles of the war. Af-
terwards he was stationed in

North China on garrison duty,
where, like thousands of other
young men, he had time to think
about his future after he mus-
tered out. Harris Lee never
doubted that he would come back
to Madison County and enter the
family business. But he realized
that in order to make serious
money in the moonshine busi-
ness, he was going to have to be
much better organized.

Possibly one of his inspira-
tions was his aunt, Laura Hardin,
known to everyone as Aunt
Laura.

Aunt Laura had been involved
in the whiskey business most of
her life before she opened up a
honky tonk called the White
Castle, at the intersection of
Meridian and Winchester Road.
She had a driver, E. Polo, who
made weekly trips hauling beer
and whiskey from Paducah, Ken-
tucky, and the club featured live
music two nights a week. The
White Castle was a huge success,
drawing many customers away
from other bootleggers. Unfortu-
nately for Laura, one of the boot-
leggers had paid off an official
in return for exclusive rights to
the area. After repeated warn-
ings, the bootlegger hired a man
to walk into the White Castle
and shoot Laura in the leg. T.
Hopper drove her to the hospi-
tal but was ambushed and killed
on the way back to the White
Castle.

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and
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As soon as Aunt Laura could
walk, she went back to the White
Castle where some of her family
was waiting.

“Audy, get your gun,” she said.

“Where are we going?” Audy
replied.

“You'll know when we get
there!”

Laura went straight to the
office of the high official. Sitting
on the edge of his desk she
confronted him, saying she knew
he was trying to put her out of
business and that he was involved
in killing her employee. “After
today,” she said, “you take care of
your part of the county and I'll
take care of mine.”

“I knew they would come
after me,” she later said, “so I put
men on the rooftop and O. Walker
at the door. Sure enough they
came and it was like the shoot-out
at O.K. Corral with everyone fir-
ing guns. The only person that got
hurt was D. Taylor, a local attor-
ney. After we ran them off they
didn't bother me no more.”

Aunt Laura provided a les-
son that was instilled in Parcus
from a young age. “You got to be
organized.”

After returning home, Har-
ris Lee began working at a coun-
try store in Triana his father had
purchased several years earlier.
He intended to sell groceries and
maybe a little moonshine on the
side. The grocery business in
Triana, however, was terrible.
“Sometimes a whole week would
go by,” Parcus remembered, “and
we wouldn't have a single cus-

tomer.”

With little income from the
store, Harris Lee found himself
depending more and more on
moonshine to make a living,

“I bought a 1941 Ford Coup
from Tom Farley.” Parcus said, “It
had a fake trap door and I could
haul 100 gallons at a time. I was
paying 85 a gallon for it and
selling it for $10 a gallon. This was
back around 1947.“

Running moonshine on the
back roads of Madison County
was not a job for the fainthearted.
Often traveling at speeds up to a
hundred miles an hour in the
middle of the night, with the law
in hot pursuit, drivers learned to
live by their wits. As Parcus tells
it, one of the best way to escape
from the law was to “Turn your
headlights off, shove the gas pedal
to the floor and hope you could
remember where that next curve
in the road was.”

Ironically, many of the old-
time whisky runners later went
on to become professional race
car drivers.

Demand for quality moon-
shine soared and Harris Lee’s
suppliers couldn’t keep up with
it, so he began running his own
stills.

“Making moonshine isn’t
complicated but it requires a
definite process. First, you have
to pick out a location and then
have the still built. It has to be
close to a good water supply
and you have to have a road or a
trail to get to it. One of the most
critical parts was the sugar. Large
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amounts of sugar were required
and the revenuers kept an eye on
anyone buying 100-pound bags. I
used to buy it out of Atlanta by
the ton and have it delivered. You
had to have good still hands,
people who knew what they were
doing and would keep their
mouths shut. You also had to have
drivers to transport it and stash
houses to store it in.”

“At first I shipped the liquor
in 5-gallon G.I. cans but later used
gallon jugs I bought from Coca
Cola companies. The syrup used
to make Coca Cola came in the
jugs and the business owners
were happy to make an additional
profit by selling the empty con-
tainers.”

But after making the whis-
key he had to get rid of it. Har-
ris Lee did this by using the
same techniques as General Mo-
tors - liberal credit terms, in-
centives, and friendly persua-
sion. As more customers signed
on, Parcus kept increasing his pro-
duction. One still alone, located on
Skyline Mountain, was turning
out 2,200 gallons every five days,
but it still wasn’t enough. Often
times he had to send his drivers
into Tennessee or Mississippi to

buy an additional 500 gallons just
to keep his customers supplied.
“Parcus was smart,” said an
old time deputy. “Whenever he had
loads going into an area where he
had not bought protection, he
would hire some of the most
beautiful women you ever saw. He
would send them to a beauty shop,
have their hair and nails done and
buy them nice clothes. Then he
would buy them new Lincolns or
Cadilacs, have heavy duty springs
installed, and put them in busi-
ness. The law never suspected
an elegant woman, driving a new
car, of hauling moonshine.”
Before long he was supplying
almost every bootlegger in North
Alabama and many in Tennes-
see, Mississippi and Georgia.
It was about this time that
Harris Lee acquired the name
“Godfather.” Almost everyone in
Triana worked for him and, like
the Godfather in the movies, he
showed a paternal interest in his
employees and the community.
If someone was in trouble they
went to see Parcus. If a family had
nothing to eat Parcus would make
arrangements to take care of
them. When there was a fight or
feud he would order the offending
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parties to appear before him
where he would render judge-
ment. He often bought hundreds
of pounds of ribs or catfish to dis-
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movies, he demanded loyalty.

“Once I was driving through
Jackson County with three of my
men and I made arrangements
with the local law to haul us in for
questioning. I stayed downstairs
in the sheriff’s office, drinking
Jack Daniels, while they carried
my men upstairs. They worked on
them for two or three hours, ask-
ing questions about my business
and threatening them with jail
time if they didn't talk. Finally one
of the deputies came downstairs
and said, “They're all right, Mr.
Parcus. They ain’t going to talk.”

Parcus never explained what
would have happened if they had
failed the test.

With his whiskey operations
prospering he began to invest in
other businesses, some of which
earned their own marks in
Huntsville's folklore. Along with
his father, he built the River Club
with money he sent home while
in service. The grocery store was
converted and became the
Chicken Shack, followed later by
the Pine Villa. Many an old
Huntsvillian can tell stories
about going to the Chicken
Shack or River Club on a Sat-
urday night after all the other
clubs had closed.

As people flocked to the af-
ter-hours nightclubs Harris Lee
saw an opportunity for yet an-

other business. Many of these
people wanted a place to gamble
and he was happy to oblige them
by setting up a house with poker
and dice games. The joint
quickly became a Mecca for pro-
fessional gamblers across the
Southeast.

Money rolled in faster than he
could give it away, which is what
he did in many cases. He was also
attracting a lot of attention. “I
never worried too much about the
state or county law,” Harris Lee
remembered. “Most of them were
paid off. It was the Feds you had
to watch out for.”

In 1958 the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms
(also known as the Feds or rev-
enuers) began building a case
against Parcus. Almost imme-
diately their investigation ran
into trouble. Harris Lee by this

“l had been driving for 40 years
when | fell asleep at the wheel
and had an accident.”
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time had employed hundreds of
people, but not one of them
would talk. The ATF tried to
make a deal with one bootleg-
ger who was in prison, saying
they would let him out if he
would testify. The man refused.
Next they tried to set Parcus up
by sending undercover agents to
make buys. That, too, failed.

With no one willing to talk the
government had no way of deter-
mining exactly what Parcus’s
position in the organization was.

Unable to charge him as a
major offender, the government
indicted him several months later
on “Conspiracy to distribute illicit
liquors.” At his trial he was found
guilty and sentenced to 3 months
in prison.

“Prison wasn't really that bad,
but I wouldn't recommend it ei-
ther,” said Harris Lee. “Making
moonshine wasn't considered all
that horrendous like murder or
armed robbery. A lot of the
people in prison already knew
my reputation so they left me
alone.”

When Harris Lee got out of
prison he hit the ground running,
Within weeks he had his busi-
nesses going full blast again with

B
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more demand than he could sup-
ply. He also got involved in an-
other business.

“At this time, there were dry
counties all around us and
Madison County was the only
place in North Alabama where you
could buy beer and a lot of my
customers started asking if I
could supply them. We had this
store here in Triana where the
beer would be delivered, then our
drivers would take it on to the
bootleggers. Even the smallest
bootleggers ordered a hundred
cases at a time.” A relative of
Parcus’ remembers getting up in
the middle of the night to help
load the cars and trucks that
were lined up waiting,

An EB.I. report estimated
that he sold 320,064 cases of
beer in one nine-month period.

By this time Harris Lee’s or-
ganization had grown so big that
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everyone in North Alabama, in-
cluding the Feds, knew who he
was. In 1963 he was once again
indicted and sentenced to three
years for conspiracy and rack-
eteering charges relating to the
sale and manufacture of moon-
shine.

When Harris Lee returned
from prison he found the various
family businesses in disarray. The
gambling had been shut down
and the stills had been busted.
What little beer was being sold
barely justified the cost. There was
a Federal investigation involving
corruption going on in Madison
County at the time and most
people wanted to avoid being
caught up in it. Political figures,
who had once eagerly taken his
money, wouldn’t even return his
phone calls.

Harris Lee solved the prob-
lem in the time-honored way.

“I met one of our elected of-
ficials at a restaurant here in
Huntsville and told him my busi-
nesses were hurting, If I couldn’t
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get permission to operate I was 3
going to have to shut everything
down. He said he was really sorry
but there was nothing he could
do.”

“I had this paper bag stuffed
with hundred dollar bills and I
laid it on the table. Just think
about it,” I said. Then I got up and
walked out, leaving him staring at
all that cash money. I didn’t have
a whole lot of trouble after that.” !

“I think that second stretch in
prison changed Parcus, “ said a '
retired law enforcement official.
“He had always kept a low pro-
file before but now he didn’t
care. Everybody was accusing
him of being the Godfather and
I think he just decided he wasn't
going to hide it anymore. He
dressed in flashy clothes with
diamond rings on his fingers
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and carried a wad of money big enough to
choke a horse. When he walked into a room
there was no doubt he was someone im-
portant. He was the Godfather.”

“He knew we were after him but he didn’t
care anymore. He would have cookouts at
his place in Triana and invite the sheriff’s
department, the District Attorney and even
the F.B.I. I told him one time he was going
to get caught but he just grinned at me and
said, ‘Catch me if you can!”™”

In 1968 the Organized Crime Division
opened an investigation into racketeering in
North Alabama. They were determined to
close the Godfather down. Based mostly on
circumstantial evidence he was indicted,
found guilty and was sentenced to five terms
of five years each, to be served concurrently.

“I didn’'t have any hard feelings against
the deputies,” said Harris Lee. “They were
doing their job the same way I was doing
mine. I've always said if you do the crime
you have be ready to do the time.”

By the time he got out of prison, times
had changed. People no longer minded driv-
ing a few miles to buy beer or liquor. The
demand for moonshine was drying up and
it had also become expensive to manufac-
ture. High rollers could hop a plane to Las
Vegas or play in some private club in Hunts-
ville. For the first time in his life Harris Lee
Parcus was getting completely out of the
business.

Old habits die hard, however. Within a
few months of being released from prison,
old customers (in dry counties) began call-
ing, asking if he could supply them with
beer. Before long Harris Lee and his son
were back in the beer-running business.
This time it was not the law that closed him
down.

“Parcus was always extremely close
to his family, especially his son who
helped in the business,” remembered a
friend. “When that boy got killed, Parcus just

Writers

Send us your stories to be published in Old
Huntsville. Stories must be about Huntsville and
have factual basis. Please do not send original
manuscripts. Send your stories to: Old Huntsville
716 East Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801
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lost all interest in the business. It wasn’t exciting anymore
and the money didn't mean that much. He just let the busi-
ness fold up.”

Harris Lee Parcus has been retired from the business
for more than twenty-five years. The days when he had
fleets of cars and trucks hauling moonshine and beer all
across North Alabama are far in the past. The River Club is
closed and one might be hard pressed to find even a checker
game to gamble on in Triana.

And it’s been years since he has made any moonshine.
Although occasionally, perhaps at Christmas, somebody
might bring by a gallon jug.

“Parcus Eggnog” they call it. Forty dollars a gallon.

—>—

(Sence 1969)
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Skin Care System Used Daily
The Results are Obvious...
Younger, Firmer Looking Skin!

Call today for a free sample 256-233-3440
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Memories

by Joe Reid

I flrst met Gene in 1953 when
she was working in a shoe store
called Soeuthern Shoes in
Cedartown, Ga. I was just back
from the service in Korea and was
working for the Oldsmobile dealer
there. I was driving a new demo
Olds 88 convertible, top down,
with my hair greased back into a
duektail. I went into the shoe store
and when I laid eyes on her, I was
heoked. I guess she thought the
same thing because she agreed to
marry me. Before we got married,
we pooled our money and bought
2 wide white gold bands for $18
each. We got married in
Cedartown, and I remember I
gave the preacher the last $10 1
had. We moved to Huntsville in
1956 and have been here ever
since.

We started out both working
for the phone compamy, then I
went to Work on the Arsenal. Gene
resigned from the phone com-
pany and went to work raising
kids. I quit the Arsenal in 1962
and went to work for myself,
opening a hardware store on
North Parkwray. Our first home
was in Colonial Hills off Meridian
Street. I remember Gene loved it
because it was a good, comfort-
able neighborhood with great
neighbors. Huntsville was really
small back then. I remember it
was impossible to get a good hair-
eut - there were very few barbers
and the ones that were here were
busy from morning to night.

When we first started our
business we oepened at 6 am and
closed at 8 pm, 6 days a week.
Gene was my wife but she was
alsoe my partner. We worked in the
store together every day for over
forty years.

There was a man who had his
office behind our hardware store,
near where my office was. There

was a common door that con-
neected both offices. Every after-
noeon at 4 pm the door would
open, he would eeme on in and
the party would start. This went
on for 17 eonsecutive year, 5 days
aweek. Gene understood that this
was a guy’s event, and she didn’t
mind.

Parties, Weddings, Special Events
By appoiintment only

RON COOPER
MARK KIMBROUGH

2318 PANSY ST
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801

- SELLING - TRADING

ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

Yes! We Caieril!

diefiny

Dine-in or Cairy-out!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 licimes Ave. rive Points

464-7811

Madison
On [y, 20 < Acioss from Walmart

te




Gene loved our Sundays. We'd
go to church with our kids Laurie
and Russell, take a ride out to the
country and go out to eat. We tried
every restaurant in Huntsville -
our favorite was Boots on
Parkway near Governors drive.
Lots of folks remember that
restaurant. I remember you had
to get there really early to get in.
Our favorite meal, when we were
celebrating something really
special, was steak and lobster tail.

One of Gene’s favorite stories
she loved to tell involved Boots
restaurant. We were all eating with
the wives, and I and my friend OJ
suggested as a joke that we all go
to Hawaii for Christmas. Next day
the wives went out and bought the
tickets for us all to go, kids and
all. OJ and I had brought it up as
a joke, but our wives took us very
seriously! We went for 5 days!

One of our very favorite places
to eat breakfast was at Eunice’s
Country Kitchen. We ate there for
years. You can't find that good
country eating in many places
anymore. Eunice was one of our
very best friends and if she didn’t

“A fine is a tax for doing wrong.
A tax is a fine for doing well.”

Shelby Scott, taxpayer

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS

Any Amount
Top Prices Paid

534-3355

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

see us there every day she’d worry
about us. I remember when Gene
got sick, Eunice said she prayed
for her every day. When Eunice
died, it just wasn’t the same any-
more.

Gene was 70 when she died
on June 4, 2004. She told me one
day that her stomach hurt really
bad, we went to the doctor and
he found out she had cancer. She
worked for a month after that,
even though she was hurting. She
said she didn't want to stay at
home. Gene wasn’t famous for
anything, but the people she knew
loved her. She was a great home-
maker, cook and mother, wife and
my best friend. She was just a
good person who would never
hurt anyone. I know that I'll see
her again one day, but I miss her
every single day.

0ld Huntsville Page 13

Milk Wagon Wreck

on Holmes Ave.
Jrom 1921 newspaper

While returning from a ride last
night in a hired car, a young man
whose name is withheld bumped into a
milk wagon attached to a horse. Milk
cans were scattered all over a portion
of West Holmes street, the horse be-
came frightened and ran away.

When in front of McLaughlin’s Un-
dertaking pariors, the horse was
stopped as was the automobile. The
driver of the car jumped out and made
a rapid getaway towards down town.

Police located the garage from
which the car was hired and got the
name of the driver who, after a diligent
search, was caught and lodged in the
city jail.

Juture is its uncertainty.

tbe loss of a loved one.

Funeral Home

%’_zi:. be mast certain thing about tbe
JI's never too early fo be responsible.
Qur Family (are Programs

Jree families from emotional and
Jrnancial deciston-making when numbed by

LAUGHLIN SERVICE

2320 Bob Wallace AVe. S\ W. 5342471

& Crematory, Ine.

The R
TERRYS

"Home of the Chicago Style Pizza"

Lt FREE - 881-598 - -34
ey S50 3363380 393407
=4 Haysland Square  Across from Post Office Plewy NW/

,FREE 9"
' PIZZA

(Sams or fewer toppings)
With Purchase of 18" Pizza
Two or mora tappings

DELIVERY » CARRY-OUT « DINE IN
Noi Vafid With Aoy Dibar Coupan Or Opecial.
Ooa Coupan Pas Ordee =
- O = = . J

BUFFET HOURS

Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon., Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

SINCE 1959
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Growing
Up in The
Country

by Helen Medlin

Growing up in a househeold of
mostly young adulits, I learned a
thing or two about how to act
around the older folks. When we
went to Hurricane Creek Church,
there was always someone who
would invite us to luneh after the
service. I looked forward to that
because there were children my
age I could play with. Nowadays
children eat first and then scatter
to their own games, TV shows or
the computier. In the old days chil-
dren were the last to eat, and you
had to play while you were hun-
gry. We would just sit en the front
porch swing and look at the tables
full of vegetables and chicken,
walting til it was time for us to eat.
The women cooked on wood
stoves that still had hot coals
from breakfast so it didn’t take
long for the chickens to cook and
they smelled wonderful! The kids

“Eagles may soar, but you
never hear of weasels getting
sucked up into jet engines.”

John Troup, Huntsville

always got to have a chicken leg
and if there was more than one
family that eame to lunch, there
were 2 chickens prepared. To get
a chicken leg meant you hoped
there was only one more child
besides you. This was an expen-
sive lunch for the farm folks be-
cause the chickens were more
than just for eating, they were for
laying eggs as well.

My Granddad Charlie Tidwell
would take a small box of ginger
snaps with him te church for me,
because I was the youngest, and
he knew I loved them.

I had to learn how to act
around grown ups. First thing I
learned was to listen and only
speak when semeone asked me
a question. There was one house
I1oved to visit, the St. Clair house.
It was at Hurricane Creek Road,
and the St. Clair’s had a grand-
daughter, Betty, whom I loved to
play with. They also had a piane
that I played there, even though I
didn’t know hew to play tee well
I’d do it and they’d all laugh and
clap when I was finished. They

were the nicest people and they
surely knew how to make children

feel important.
My granddad bought Mr.

Yarbrough’s groecery store on

Free Attorney Cunsaltation for Bankmmy
MITCHELL HOWIE

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legai services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.




Washington Street right next to the
railroad tracks. My dad worked
there as well as myself and 4 sis-
ters. I remember working there
during World War 1II, as the trains
came by the store you could feel
the rumble of them passing on the
tracks. When the train stopped my
granddad would give the soldiers
a bottled drink or ice cream sand-
wich. He had a son in France at
the time and every time the trains
came by he remembered and
hoped someone would be good to
his son.

The county jail was just two
doors from the store and we could
hear all the prisoners yelling and
singing,

The people that traded with
granddad were the folks who
lived around the store and work-
ers from the railroad. They would
come over on their lunch hour
and spread out in the chairs for
hours to talk to granddad, and
rest for a while. Sometimes a
neighbor from Tidwell Lane
would come by.

A couple of funny things hap-
pened while we were living on the
farm. One Sunday we had all
started to church and my sister
Ruby had a new dress on. We were
all really little. My mother, Clara,
said she was in the yard waiting
to getin the car when all of a sud-
den she heard aloud yell and cry.
Because of a bad rain storm the
night before the billy goat they
kept in a fenced yard had gotten
out and had knocked Ruby into
the mud, new dress and all.

My uncle Joe Tidwell aggra-
vated us no end. We girls would
work really hard on cutting out
“paper dolls” from Sear’s cata-
logs, and position them around a
small play house. He would sneak

“l always turn to the sports
page first. That page records
man’s accomplishments - the

front page has nothing but

man’s failure.”

Chief Justice Earl Warren
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BeautiControl

Spa Care - Image - Skin Care

In-Home or In-Office Spa Escapes Available
*Heated Neck Wraps - Hand & Back
Massages - 30 Minute Sessions

Share the experience with your friends
who deserve a little pampering!

Lisa Meadows

Independent Director
(256) 651-8452

A recent survey showed that 3 out of 4 people will need long
term care at some point in their lives. One stay in a nursing
facility has the potential to completely wipe out your 401K,
savings or retirement.

Who's going to pay your bills then?

The folks at COX Associates, Inc. have been helping people
since 1967 to prepare for such emergencies. With plans starting
at $25 a month we can provide long term health care insurance
to make sure your bills are paid and your loved ones are not
burdened with the massive debts of a long term stay in a nursing
facility.

We are independent brokers who shop the market with only

highly rated companies to find the best product to suit your
needs.

We don't work for an insurance company.... we work for
you!

Brad Williams, CSA President
SeniorsI’TC, LLC
115 Manning Drive, Suite 202B
Huntsville, AL 35801
Phone: (256) 536-3075

Email: Brad@SeniorsI TC.com Division of Cox Associates, Inc

COX Associates, Inc.

115 Manning Drive
Suite 202-B
Huntsville, Al 35801
(256) 533-0001

E-mail: ccox@hiwaay.net
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up from behind and blow as hard
as he could, just when we had
them just right.

When we lived in the Grizzard
house, there was a tenant house
behind us that the folks in it
helped out on the farm. There was
one lady named “Aunt Lou”. We
were all out in the field chopping
cotton one day and Aunt Lou had
been talking with the Lord. All of
a sudden she started to shout and
threw her hoe straight up in the
to the air. When it came down it
barely missed hitting us little girls.
We never did hear what the Lord
told her.

The reason I have written
about my family is to encourage
others to write down all you can
about your growing up days and
to the young folks I say, time has
a way of passing by very quickly.

Worry is interest paid in
advance for a debt you
probably will never owe.

Jimmy Hampton, Athens

News From 1922

Wanted - good cook, phone 639 or see Mrs. June Martin, Lowe
Avenue. Can have Sunday mornings off until 4.

For rent - furnished room in private home - $5 a week - apply at 302
West Holmes street.

For sale - Oakland six touring car, newly painted, good tires, run less
than 600 miles, price $500. Will consider anything for trade. Baxter Brothers

EﬂSt HuntSViﬂe Shannon Johnson, Pastor
Baptist Church 808 Maysville Road

Worship Services 11:00 and 6:00 Sunday
Wednesday 6:00
Children’s Church available
for ages 2 - 10
Nursery also available

Join us for our Saturday night Praise &
Worship, starting at 7 p.m.
each Saturday evening

it Fill
Qttorney At Law

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

*Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It's Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

Join CIliff Hill for his live legal Call-in show on
channel 64, Knology - Thursday 7:30 am -
“Cliff and the Law”

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Designed for active semiors, Redstone Village offers quality amenities, services and beautiful
surroundimgs. And should you need it, care for life, Call 256-881-6717 to learn more and to
see how Redstone Village means independence now and peace of mind for the future.

INDEPENDENT GRANDVIEW FAIRVIEW
LIVING: ASSISTED LIVING: SKILLED NURSING:

90% refundable Spacious suites with Private and semi-private
entrance fees breathtaking views rooms with carpeting
Underground parking/  24-hour licensed care Oocupational, physical,
severe storm shelter Resimuramt-style dining and speech therapy
Guummet meals with in an elegant dining room Respite and Hospice Care
restaurant-style di'nlng Daily activities and social ~ We will accept Medicare,
Asset protection with fulfiliment TRICARE, and private
LifeCare agreement Medication monitoring insurance in addition to
Apartment homes, Direct admission available private pay
patio and duplex homes Direct admission availabie
Fudll balconies and

stunning mountain views** **
; REDSTONE
VILLAGE
Yok

12000 Turnmeyer Drive » Huntsville, AL » www.redstonevillage.org
256-881-6717 or toll free 1-866-861-6717
South on Memnorial Pkwy., Left on Vigierans Dr. [3/10 of a mile past Hobbs Rd.]



http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

The little girl in last month’s
Photo was none other than Jill
Wood, publisher of “Valley
Planet” here in Huntsville. The
winning guess was called in by
Janet Miller, a hard-working
RN at Huntsville Hospital.

It was sure good to see Brad
Grasham recently. He is a man-
ager at New Horizons here in
Huntsville, and his wife Tamara
is a 4th grade teacher at Chal-
lenger Middle School. Their
daughter Katarina is thrilled to
be starting first grade this year
at Challenger.

We wanted to send out a big
HELLO to Carol Grasham,
Brad’s mom, who lives in
Tuscumbia, Al. She absolutely
loves Huntsville!

Craig Brubeck, formerly a
manager at New Horizons, de-
cided to relocate to Austin, Texas.
Good luck to you, Craig!

We were terribly saddened by
the sudden death of Ray Brand,
alegendary guitar musician who
left a mark in music with his
own distinct style. He left so
many friends and family who
will miss him. We want to send
our special prayers to Audrey,
his beloved wife.

We were so sorry to learn of
the death of Mike Meyer. He was
very active with the Golden K
Kiwanis, the Boy Scouts, and the
Redstone Federal Credit union in
numerous volunteer projects. His
wife Margie is such a sweet lady,
our sympathy goes to her and her
family.

We were happy to hear that
Realtor of the Year 2005 is none
other than Richard Van
Valkenburgh. This is a well-
deserved recognition. Congratu-
lations, Richard!

Vivian Kruse and her sweet
hubby Bill recently took a cruise
to Alaska for their 39th wedding
anniversary - she said the views
were unbelievable.

Congratulations to John
Ashburn and Rebecca Waller,
who recently married!

We talked to Jeremy League
recently - he is a partner in
H.O.P. Modeling & Talent. Terry
League is Jeremy's proud dad
- he works for Rocket City Pest
Control along with Melvin
Johnson. Terry’s father is

2 .. I
(ﬁ’éatlng the very best communities...

Apams ALLEY « CLIFT’s COVE « HAMPTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION « HERITAGE PROVENCE

HERITAGE STATION « MT. CARMEL BY THE RIVER '_J-' LYY
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER Ca) a’.l_, J
A 3 ENFINGER
-tz he ultimate community... STEELE

DEVELOPMENT

MCMULLEN
COVE

Sandra Stecle
President

enfingersteele.com

Bobby League, who is a preacher
in Nashville. At the same time we
spoke with pretty Cynthia
Langdon, who is a bartender and
night manager at the Esquire
2000 club.

With this wet and windy
weather there are lots of trees fall-
ing downtown. When we had a
large tree fall recently, Chuck
Weber’s crew was out in min-
utes to begin clearing it out.
Terry Harbin, Ritchey Tillett,
Tim “Sponge Bob” Rugart and
Ronnie were some of the guys
who do such a great job in
Huntsville.

We were so sorry to hear that
Steve Thomas, of The A/C Doc-
tor, had died recently, at the young
age of 47. We know he will be
missed by his family and many
friends. He leaves his wife
Kathy, and their son Zach.

Cordy and Mark Fortson
are so proud of their daughter,
Danielle Fortson, who married
Aubrey Kerr Walker II at their
home. Congratulations!

Friends and relatives came
from as far away as Germany to

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below
wins a full one-year subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This young lady has
one of the most popular
downtown businesses.
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celebrate Gertrude Nein's birth-
day at the Monte Sano Lodge.
Some of the attendees enjoying
the good food and music were
Chuck and Annelie Owens,
Dieter and Sonja Schrader,
Hans Nein and family from At-
lanta, Eric and Heidi Engler,
Micky Murphy, Bob Burns, Lisa
Harsky and others. Dieter
Schrader’'s mother, Charlotte,
who is 93, was on hand also.

We were happy to hear that
Ron Cooper and Mark
Kimbrough have opened their
second “In Bloom” shop in 5
Points. At their opening celebra-
tion we met Nikki Chenault who
does B&W photography & tint-
ing. She is also the cousin of
the legendary General Chenault
of Flying Tiger fame. Sandra
Moon was there, along with
Linda Drake and Louise Avery
& many others!

Congratulations to our good
friends Tom Keith, of Legal Aid
Services, and Ann Fulmer of
Sirsi. They were married in
April and are the sweetest hon-
eymooners!

We stopped in to see our bud-
dies at BlackWater Hatties and it
was really hopping. That sweet
Cynthia White was there, along
with her gorgeous daughter
Holly Mitchell. Holly will soon
be traveling to New York to at-
tend Pratt College in New York. We
also talked with BJ, the best bar-
tender in South Huntsville!

While eating at the Coffee Tree
with the Beta Sigma Phi sorority
recently, we were thrilled to see
Fletcher Davis, of Lockheed,
whom we haven't seen in years.
He's still buff and hasn’t changed
a bit. His handsome son Adam
Davis works at the Coffee Tree.

A big hello to Shirley Bush,
Ann Smith and Andrea Phillips,
of Colonial Bank. It's always good
to see people who really look like
they enjoy their jobs!

Congratulations to Katy
Bryan, of New York Life Ins. Co.,

who was recently recognized in
Dallas as one of the company’s
most successful new agents. She
and her sweet husband Gann,
who also works for NYL, reside
here in Huntsville.

the owner of Cunningham’s Fur-
niture.

Well, that’s all for this month
but just remember how lucky we
are to live in Huntsville, Alabamal

Playing some pool
at The Station recently
were Sgt. 1st. Class
Moses Brown and
Greg Garner. Greg
works in Huntsville
but lives in Town
Creek, and Moses re-
cently came back from
Iraq with the Guard.
We're proud of you!

Don't forget to go
to Trade Day on the
Square - Sept. 10 Sat-
urday starting at 8am!
You'll be so glad you
didn’t miss it!

Betty Jo
Cunningham told us

L

New Arrivals!

AUND
by Shelli Segal
o —

RY BCBGMAXAZRIA

Whitesburg Drive

that her very best
friend died recently.
Peggy Lowery was a
person whose friend-
ship she will always
treasure. Betty Jo’s
handsome husband is
Leroy Cunningham,

[]

Bisvins  Bulldog
Jawelers Anmligues

2336-A Whitesburg Dr.
256-534-8613

tami@ladiestirstl.com

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons & Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware & Plumbing needs
Serving Huntcsville Since 1962

536-2616

2402 Mem. Pkwy. NW, Huntsville

Ala
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Foods can definitely affect
your moods. Skip the refined
sugar, and try some of these
healthy menu suggestions.

Sfmwl)em’q qu nog

1 c. orange juice

1 c. halved strawberries

1 T. lemon juice

1egg

1 t. honey

4 ice cubes

Place all ingredients in a

blender, process on medium, then
high speed til smooth and frothy.
Serve in tall glasses and garnish
with whole strawberries.

3 tart, red apples
1 small pear
1 c. cottage cheese

i RECIPES

oy K mae— _
; i MOO(J F OOCIS

2 T. chopped dates

2 T. chopped walnuts

lemon juice

Core & chop one of the of the

apples and the pear, combine
them with the cottage cheese,
dates and nuts. Cut remaining
apples into eight wedges each,
sprinkle with lemon juice. Arrange
four apple wedges in a circle on
each serving plate, and place a
portion of the cottage cheese mix-
ture in the center. Garnish with
mint sprigs.

1 c. sliced green beans

4 c. shredded cabbage

1/3 c. crumbled feta cheese

3 T. olive oil

1 T. vinegar

1/2 t. dried thyme

Steam the green beans til

crisp-tender, shock in ice water
and drain. Combine the cabbage
and feta in a serving bowl. For the

dressing, mix the oil, vinegar and
thyme in a small bowl. Add green
beans to the cabbage mixture,
toss with the dressing and serve.

Garlic Bean Sala(]

2 c. cooked navy, garbanzo,
kidney or pinto beans

1 stalk celery, finely chopped

3 scallions, finely chopped

2 garlic cloves

3 T. minced fresh parsley

2 T. lemon juice

1 t. dijon-style mustard

Combine beans, celery and

scallion in a serving bowl. Put the
garlic through a garlic press (or
use the prepared minced garlic,
1 teaspoon) and add it to the serv-
ing bowl along with the parsley.

In a small jar combine oil,
lemon juice and mustard. Shake
and pour over the salad. Toss to
combine and chill before serving,

For extra spicy, sprinkle a bit
of ground cayenne pepper.

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Gibseus

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

‘
Sie e S5 YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




2 large avocados

1 lime, squeezed

1/2 cantaloupe or melon of
your choice

3/4 c. seedless green grapes

Honey

Cut the avocados in half

lengthwise and remove pit.
Sprinkle cut halves with some
lime juice to prevent discoloring,
Using a melon baller, cut out a
dozen small balls from the melon
half. Place a mixture of melon
balls and grapes in the avocado
halves. Sprinkle with lime juice
and drizzle with a little honey.

Chili Bean Dip

1 large ripe tomato, chopped

1 medium onion, chopped

1 fresh hot pepper, halved

2 garlic cloves

2 T. tamari

4 t. chili powder

2 t. ground cumin

2 c. cooked kidney beans

Place all ingredients, except

for the beans, in a blender and
process on medium til smooth.
Add 1 cup of the beans and pro-
cess til blended. Add remaining
beans and repeat. Serve dip with
natural corn chips or corn tacos.

Dineapple Ambrosia

1/2 ripe pineapple

1/4 c. chopped walnuts

1/4 c. sour cream

Peel, core and cube the pine-

apple half, drain. In a serving
dish, toss with the chopped wal-
nuts and sour cream. Add adash
of cardamom, if desired, and
serve immediately.

Whippec' Dessert Toppinq

1 c. ricotta cheese

1 T. honey

1/2 t. vanilla extract

Place ricotta in a blender

with the honey and vanilla, pro-
cess on low speed til the mixture
is smooth and has the consis-
tency of heavy whipped cream.
Chill. If too thick, add a few tea-
spoons of milk.

Peanut Butter Lover's
Hiqlﬂcap

1 T. peanut butter, smooth
1 1/2 t. honey
1 c. milk
1/2 t. vanilla extract
Place peanut butter and
honey in small saucepan with a
few spoonfuls of the milk. Stir
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over low heat til smooth. Add re-
maining milk and vanilla, stir over
low to medium heat til just hot.
Pour through a sieve into a cup
and serve immediately. Different
and surprisingly comforting
before bedtime!

The Company You Keep®

Registerad Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Ine.

Huntsvills, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life Insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 2566 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklite.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents.com

' 9
Restaurant With
The Trains!

S

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays



mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan.nylagents.com
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Memories
of Brahan
Spring

by Phillip Johnson

“The Spring” was what we Vil-
lage boys called it when we re-
ferred to Brahan Spring. I recall
that the mill company owned and
maintained the spring. A single
cinder-covered lane at the end of
Ivy Avenue led up to the spring,
Automobile traffic was discour-
aged by a cattle guard and locked
field gate. A wayside entrance was
constructed for the convenience of
the villagers who wanted to pas-
ture their cows, and a barbed wire
fence enclosed the pasture that
surrounded the spring.

Some weeks during the sum-
mer months the mill would open
the gates for fishing and picnick-
ing. We would simply slide under
an eroded washout as various lo-
cations around the fence. We
caught brim, bluegill and
shellcracker if we were lucky - we
all loved to fish back then.

There was lots of algae cover-
ing the top of the water, which
posed an obstacle for us boys.
Wayne Quick concocted a tech-
nique by using a long cane pole,

twine and a hook. We would tie
the twine to the pole, then a hook
to the other end of the twine, then
finally apply a fat red worm to the
hook. We would loft the pole into
the air, slinging the line out and
over the algae. We caught so many
dark, fat brim this way, I lost
count. We also had some good
times frog gigging around the
edges of the spring.

We found so many Indian ar-
tifacts in that area near the mud
flat - I figured there must have
been some Indian homes there at
one time.

Some of the older guys who
were residents of the village fished
at the spring quite often. Abe
Daniel and Pete Hammond were
two that come to mind. Abe was
a member of a very large family,
whose father died when he was
just a teenager. He had to quit
school and go to work to help sup-
port his family. He was a loom
fixer in the mill, and told me how
he would get up every morning for
work and take cold biscuits and
streak of lean for lunch. A shelf
was designated as the location for
storing lunches. Abe made use of
the same sack for several days,
causing the sack to become quite
greasy. One day while on his lunch
break he noticed a clean brown
sack. He thought he would take
this one and leave his greasy one
but when he looked inside the
sack all he found was a hammer
and two hickory nuts.

GLASS

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles
Counters
Etc!

ARl edges ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
us make vou an
estimate,

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“Don’t lose your head, to
save a minute;

You need your head, your
brains are in it.”

Burma shave sign

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

application process

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

EQUAL ROUSING
OPPORTUNITY

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Have A Property
You Need To Seli?

44 , SOLD - Quail Ridge - Huntsville - SOLD - Bob Wade Lane - Harvest - SOLD
Pebblebrook - Madison - SOLD - Timberlake Dr. - Toney - SOLD
Mission Square - Unit 5 - SOLD

Let us list & sell your commercial or

residential property. Licensed in Al. & Tn.

Experience is important and | have nearly 20 years in
] the housing industry, but more important is the care
| that goes into the need of each and every one of my
families. Whether you are building, buying, sefling,
investing, refinaneing, debt reducing, budgeting, or
iepairing your credit, we care for your family.

Binkley Real Estate &
Financial Services, Inc. Maria Binkley

Office: 256-851-9229

Wils Cell 256-348-0999

’ www ., binldeyservices.com

I i mvsaeee  E-mail: mara@binkleyservices.com

| Call today for a better tomorrow

" Chase - 886 Naugher Rd. $189,900
Harvest - 218 Shortleaf Lane $122,900
g ' Toney 1543 Patterson Lane $89,900

{ { South Huntsville 7910 Logan Dr. $131,000
Dom’t miss
Faith, Family & Finances”

|
‘ New 30 minute broadcast on WZTV (check your
l local cable network for station number) on Monday
\ evenings at 6 p.m.

ineluding butlding, we’ll be covering real estate,
finances, budgeting, credit scoring, establishing
credit for young people, along with a question &
answer time, guest speakers and much more!

We will be glad to assist you with any of these properties
or any properly that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service.

l With twenty years in the housing industry,

e e —— e —
L s N S — e ———— ]


http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:maria@binkleyservices.com
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Huntsville’s
Ladies of
the Night

by Judy Wills

The theme of the wicked lady
with the heart of gold runs
through our literature from the
Biblical Rahab, the Harlot, an an-
cestor of Jesus, to that friend of
Rhett Butler’s, Belle Watley, in
Gone With The Wind.

Huntsville has its own version,
but it was fact, not fiction.

Huntsville Hospital owes its
existence to the generosity of the
town’s most colorful madam,
Mollie Teal. She bequeathed her
house, the most popular bordello
in town, first to a friend, and then
upon the friend’s death to the City
of Huntsville. It became the City
Infirmary and operated until
1926 as a hospital. It was one of
the most modern hospitals in
North Alabama, even having its
own School of Nursing.

It remained in operation until
Huntsville Hospital opened.

Mollie became quite well off

“There are two means of
refuge from the miseries of
life: Music and Cats.”

Albert Schweitzer

financially as a result of her “busi-
ness.” She bought the house at the
corner of St. Clair and Gallatin for
amere 8300 and a few years later
was able to mortgage it for $1,900
- a debt she soon repaid. It was
an extravagant, well-run house
where a shot of whiskey could be
had for 25 cents and the favors
of an attentive lass would cost you
$5 for the night.

Legend has it that the whiskey
she served was made in her own

still located in a building behind
the house.

Part of the public’s confidence
in Mollie probably was the fact
that her girls had regular health
inspections.

Miss Bessie Russell, for whom
the branch library is named, was
the widow of the physician who
was charged with health inspec-
tions at Mollie’s place.

Mrs. Russell remembered her
mother talking about Mollie, say-

BEarthTouch

Full Selection of Spring Annuals, Shrubs,
Tropicals. Shop For Rare & Hard Te Find Plants.
All At Competitive Prices

8515-B Whitesburg Drive
Just south of Lily Flagg Supply

Open Mon-Sat: 8am-5pm

(256) 880-3808

Quality Indoor and Outdoor Plants

Pampering Huntsville’s
Pets For 12 Years

(DI
HydroSurge™ Bathing
Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri

www.vip-grooming.com

VIP Grooming &

Luxury Pet Hotel

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsvilie 35802

881-0664




ing “she was the most attractive
person you ever saw.” She always
carried a parasol and when she
took her afternoon ride in her long
black carriage with the two black
horses, she was considered, by
most people, to be an extremely
glamourous lady.

Mollie was an acute business
woman who knew the value of
publicity. One year, during the 4th
of July parade, she dressed her
ladies in their finest garb and
joined the parade, to the delight
of many onlookers. She was not
on the official parade schedule,
but as an observer later com-
mented, “She did add interest.”

Mollie’s ghost was said by
many to have haunted the hospi-
tal for years after her death. There
was a screen door that had a habit
of slamming and hooking itself
shut. The long time employees
joked that it was Mollie checking
on the customers.

Another legend concerns her
grave in Maple Hill Cemetery. Ev-
er since her death almost a cen-
tury ago, fresh flowers have been
periodically placed on her grave.
No one knows who is doing it.

CARE, COMFORT and the

While Mollie Teal is the most
colorful and the best known of
Huntsville’s “Fancy Ladies,” she
was certainly not the only one.
Minnie Maples’ establishment,
though smaller than Mollie’s, was
equally well known around the
turn of the century. She and her
employees advertised their wares
by dressing up and promenading
on the city’s sidewalks. Heavily
made up, wearing big flowery hats
and exquisite clothing, they at-
tracted much attention on their
daily excursions.

May Wells, June Martin, Jewel
Earl, and “Gashouse Carrie” were
other prominent Huntsville mad-
ams, but in the 1920s and 30s the
best known was Hazel Battle. Her
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turbances were an occasional po-
lice raid when some of the girls
would be jailed long enough to get
their health checkups.

Many of Huntsville’s outstand-
ing citizens were regular patrons
of the houses, as evidenced by an
incident that happened in the late
1800s. One of the bordellos
caught fire and the fire depart-
ment quickly showed up and ex-
tinguished the blaze, which

“You know you’re getting
older when you keep more
food than beer in you
fridge.”

Mike Crisco

house was
located near
the present
day site of
Meadow Gold
Dairy, and
though illegal,
had the repu-
tation of being
a well regu-
lated house.
The only dis-

Broker- Associate
651-7517 Mobile

Steve Cappaert

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
Business 256/883-6600

Fax 256/883-6650
stevecappaert @ knology.net

i '

“[Everyone] goes aut of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

“| am confident of her care”

License: 0901 | @

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

QUALITY OF LIFE they deserve.

These principles are the heart of the

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply,

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we
can help put your mind at ease.

A

L

Hearthstone

ASSISTED LIVING

at WByrde Jprings
8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062

www.hearthstoneassisted.com

IV 1

N G


knology.net
http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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proved to be minor. Needless to
say, the girls were so impressed
by the brave, courageous firemen
that they invited them to stay for
a while and “relax.”

And needless to say, when
word spread among the volunteer
fire department of the madam’s
offer, other firemen, even from out
in the county, began showing up,
“just to make sure the fire is out.”

Unfortunately, the Huntsville
Police Department chose this ex-
act time to stage one of their raids.
The firemen were promptly ar-
rested and thrown in the cala-
boose. Furious, the volunteer fire-
men resigned, leaving Huntsville
without fire protection until the
matter was straightened out.

Some of the prostitutes mar-
ried well. Miss Bessie Russell re-
membered that her husband was
astonished at the number of
young men who married women
right out of the houses. Though
“polite society” never mentions the
fact, there are still several elderly
matriarchs in Huntsville today
who got their start in a much
more colorful place than the
Huntsville Country Club.

“Just remember, if the world
did not suck, we would all
fall off.”

Eddie Schmidt, Athens

Huntsville
News From
1923

- Two boys, Lonnie Jones, 16,
and Warren Sanders, 14, will be
held in Huntsville for the arrival
of their parents this week. They
said they lived near Scottsboro
and were taken in charge by Chief
Hackworth. Their parents had
telephoned the chief to notify him
that the boys had traveled to
Huntsville, after telling them that
they “wanted to see the world.”
They were without money and
seemed quite ready to return
home after seeing enough of the
world and its hardness.

- While riding his bicycle on
Walker Street Sunday, Howard
Larkin, a small boy, was run into
and knocked from his wheel by
an automobile driven by Henry
Thomas. Young Larkin was jolted
but not seriously injured.

- Messrs. James McGill and
Lee Guy have perfected a new au-
tomobile light with which they in-
tend to apply for a patent. The
light will contain a revolving fan
on one end and colored lights on
the other, the lights being gener-
ated from a dry battery and being
operated by the car. The gentle-

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center

Coming in Sep tember:

The Robin Hood Caper
Fiora and her three old friends are actually retired
crooks who use their old operandi for charitable
purposes. Mixed with an unusual love story, there
are moments of real satire and hilarity.

September 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17
1216 Meridian St. - cail 536-3117 for

general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

2703 University Drive - 534-6000

men have tried out their light with
complete success. They expect to
build a plant here to manufacture
their invention.

- Mrs. William Halsey enter-
tained the members of the Friday
Morning Card Club at her sum-
mer home on Monte Sano. A most
enjoyable way to spend the day
was had. Miss Beirne Spragins
won the first prize, the consola-
tion being cut by Mrs. M. H. May.

Allied

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & White & Color

— .

Billiard Street Cafe

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits
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A Strange
Reunion

Jrom 1893 newspaper

A citizen of Limestone County,
who is buying cotton in the city,
related to a reporter yesterday an
interesting story of the Enoch
Ardin variety.

When the flowers were bloom-
ing in the spring of 1861, a young
farmer named John Holland, who
resided near the Mississippi line,
married Miss Lucy Brock, the
daughter of a well-to-do planter
in that neighborhood.

The young lady’s parents bit-
terly opposed the match and the
young people were compelled to
leave home to marry. Their honey-
moon was spent visiting Holland'’s
relatives and waiting for the
father of the bride to forget his
anger.

In the early autumn a regiment
was raised in that neighborhood
and Holland was one of the first
men to enlist. When it was known
that her husband was among the

Madison

Manor

battlefields of Virginia, Mrs.
Holland’s father relented and in-
vited her to come home. She de-
cided to accept the invitation and
remain at her father’s house until
her husband should return from
the war.

For several months the young
bride heard from her husband at
regular intervals, but when the
spring had come again, his letters
ceased and by and by news came
that he was dead, killed in the
battles around Richmond.

Soon after the news of
Holland’s death, Mr. Brock and
his family moved west. They
settled first on the Mississippi
River, a short distance below
Memphis, but a year later they
moved to western Arkansas. They
left few relatives or intimate
friends in Alabama and in a few
years their old neighbors had for-
gotten them, and no one knew
their address.

Holland owned a small farm
near the river and when the news
of his death was received his rela-
tives took charge of the place.

About two months after the
close of the war John Holland
came back to his old home, to the
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great surprise and joy of his rela-
tives and friends who believed
him dead. He had only been se-
verely wounded and taken pris-
oner, when it was reported that he
was killed, and was a prisoner on
Johnson’s Island when the war
ended.

Holland was unable to learn
the whereabouts of his wife’s fam-

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org

"Your Place For Life”

600 Governors Drive

just East of Mem. Pkwy

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. * Madison, AL

* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

¢ 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

* Individualized Social Services and Activities

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy



http://www.fbchsv.org
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ily, and it was not long before a vague and un-
certain rumor informed him that his wife was
dead. He made every effort to find her or learn
her fate, on receiving no news he at last believed
her to be dead.

He took charge of the little farm and in a
few years was making a comfortable living. Two
years after his return he married the daughter
of one of his neighbors and the two lived hap-
pily together for twelve years when his wife died,
leaving him four children.

When the Brock family went west they left
some property in Alabama and about a year ago
the surviving members of the family came back
to the old homestead. Among those who re-

Original Orange Pie

Line a 9" pie plate with pastry; flute edges. Partially
bake pie shell in 400 F. oven 5 minutes.

BEAT: 3 egg yolks ADD: 1/4 cup cream

BLEND: 1 cup sugar, 2 tsp flour, | tbl butter

ADD: the egg yolk mixture, beat well

MIX IN: | tbi grated orange rind

1/3 cup fresh orange juice

Pour into partially baked pie shell. Bake in 325 F. oven
40 minutes; or until custard doesn’t wiggle in the middle.
Cool. Cover pie with meringue made with whites of the three
eggs. Bake in 300 F. oven 15 to 20 minutes or until brown.
Cool and serve.

turned was Mrs. Holland, now Mrs. Lucy Mor-

ris, a widow of five years with three small chil-
dren. She had married in Arkansas fifteen
years ago and had been a widow five years.
When she heard that her first husband was liv-
ing she refused to believe it until Holland him-
self stood before her. When the two again stood
face to face, time had wrought many changes in
their appearances, but the old love light beamed
in the eyes of each. They are united now after
all these years of separation.

Life in the 1800’s

- 95 percent of all Americans lived on
farms or in towns of less than 2,500 people.

- Half of the women could write their
names, while 2/3 of the men were literate.

- Most women married at 23 or 24 and
most men at 26.

- About a third of the women who mar-
ried were pregnant on their wedding day.
They could expect to become pregnant ev-
ery two or three years thereafter, having 5 to
10 pregnancies in a lifetime. So many young
children died of disease or infection that a
mother could expect to have three to eight

surviving children.

IS YOUR CAREER
IN A STATE OF
TRANSITION?

The new economy is changing the way the world does business. For many, these
are exciting times with incredible opportunities for personal and professional
growth. For others however, it's a period of great upheaval and insecurity with
the prospect of dedining income or even unemployment staring them in the face.

If you've been thinking about a change, consider this ad your invitation to take a
look at a corporation offering an entrepreneurial environment where you can set
your own pace and reach your maximum potential, but with significant support.

These are booming times for the finandial services industry, especially at
MetLife, where the demand for intelligent, hard-working and spirited people has
never been greater. We'll back you every step of the way with exceptional
resources, technology and training.

To apply, please forward your resume to
Danny }. Noles, CLF, LUTCF (256)457-1415

|00 Washington Street, Ste 100, Huntsville, AL 35801
For more information about MetLife opportunity,

please visit our website at -
WWW.METLIFE.COM MetlLife
MetLife is an EOE MIFID/V.  Campim Newsorc v 10010

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving our Customers for 62 years!

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509



http://WWW.METLIFE.COM
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Young Girl
Scalped At
Cotton Mili

Jrom 1917 newspaper

While Emelia Grinnell, a
young girl, was working last week
in alocal cotton mill, under a shaft
which was going at the rate of 200
revolutions per minute, her hair,
which was very long, got caught
in the knuckle joint, and in an in-
stant was torn completely from
her head. It took with it all the
flesh and muscles, as well.

“From aline,” says a local pa-
per, “drawn around from each
eyebrow, her skull was left white
and bare, without a trace of blood
or flesh.” The strangest part of the
accident is that she felt little or no
pain, declaring that while it was
being torn off all she experienced
was a tickling sensation of her
head.

She coolly walked out of the
room and waited patiently for a
buggy to take her home. Her only
regret was the fright it would cause
her mother.

The scalp, with its beautiful
long locks of brown hair, was
curled and entwined around the
shaft at the joint, and when the
mill was stopped it was taken
down, but no one had the pres-
ence of mind to place it back on
her head. It was nearly perfect,
and the doctors have determined
to tan it with the hair still on, so

that when the girl recovers, it may
be used as a wig. The case is one
of the most shocking on record.

“I just got lost in thought. It
wasn’t familiar territory.”

Lee Lanier, Florida

Coffee - Espresso - Teas

v

Bookstore

Specializing in Gently Used Hard Back

and Soft Back Books For Sale or Trade!
Non-Fiction as well as Fiction - Great

Variety to choose from!

Breakfast & Lunch Served Anytime

Live music every Wed. & Sat.

Special musical events
7pm Friday nights

Sept. 9 - Messina’s Walk Down Memory Lane

7900 Bailey Cove Road

Sept. 16 - Fred Roberts - songwriter

Sept. 23 - Mile Miller music
Open Mike Night!

Across from Grissom High School Saturday nights 7pm tii .... Come sing, play
or just listen! Free Coffee for performers

880-6121

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

A Real Neighborhood Coffee Shop

| Licensed 8 Insured
Free Estimates!

| If Y_Q'u -Caq Dream It -_We Can Build It! |

Please check our website for complete

schedule of daily & weekly events:
www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com

\

(256) 532-3887

Custom Cabinets - Entertainment Centers - Built in
Desks - Bookcases - Granite Counter Tops

Shelves - Mantles & Woodworking

www.carpentryconceptsonline.com
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A Sack of
Flour

by Tillman Williams

Roland Dublin told me a story
about his father. One day, in
around 1943, his father told
Roland’s oldest brother to pick up
a 48-pound of flour from the
local grocery store in Madison. On
the way to the store, his brother
heard the whistle of the train
coming down the tracks and
decided on the spot to use the
money his dad had given him,
and take the train as far west as
he could get towards California.

Roland can't remember where
exactly his brother got to, but he
was gone for 2 years. When he
decided to come back home to
Madison, he remembered that he
was supposed to have picked up

a 48-pound sack of flour for his
dad. He did that and when he got
home he saw his father sitting by
the fire, same as ever, whittling.
The brother walked in and
dropped the sack of flour on the
kitchen table.

His father barely looked up
when he asked, “Son, where in the
world did you have to go to get
that sack of flour??”

Grandma’s
Banana Bread

3/4 c. shortening

| c. granulated sugar
2 eggs. beaten

3 crushed bananas

2 c. flour

1t. baking soda

1/2 c. chopped pecans

In a large bowi, mix in order
given and pour into greased loaf
pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 50
to 60 minutes. Serve warm with
tea or coffee - Wonderful!

IL
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Mention this ad and get $5.00
off any repair of $15 or mare

Located in Mission Square
corner of Wynn & University

Tue - Fri 10AM - 6PM
S8at. 10 -4

830-1502

Al HOME

Let our family take
care of your family.

HOSPICE

“Comfort is Our Goal, Caring is Our Business”
THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED HOSPICE

All of our staff members are Hospice-experienced
and we accept patients regardless of their ability to

pay.

AT HOME HOSPICE
532-5199
Toll Free 888-532-5199

fs

Our non-profit foundation helps care for those in need.

For more information about our non-profit foundation or to
become a volunteer please call us today.




0ld Huntsville Page 32

A Five Cent
Hamburger

“It may be a good idea,” said
the loan officer, “but we don’t loan
money for good ideas.”

Disappointed, Sam Sherril
returned to work where he
donned his apron and began flip-
ping hamburgers the same way he
had been doing everyday for
years.

His restaurant, the Nu Way
Restaurant, was highly popular
and was renowned for the small,
square, five-cent hamburgers. It
had become a virtual fixture on
the North Side Square in Hunts-
ville, with people waiting in line
everyday.

Though Sam put aside any
ideas of expanding his restaurant,
his son Glenn did not give up as
easily. In 1932 Glenn moved to
Chattanooga and opened a small
restaurant with a partner, serving
the same hamburgers his father
had served.

Within a few years the restau-
rant had become so successful

that the partners began opening
up others across the country.

Neither man had any idea at
the time that they were founding
a business that would eventually
become one of the largest fast
food businesses in the South—
the Krystal Restaurants.

Brown Almond
Rice

1 can Beef Consumme

1 can French onion soup

1/2 stick butter

1/2 t. each salt & pepper

1 sm. pkg slivered almonds,
toasted

1 ¢. white rice

Preheat your oven to 350 de-
grees. Put all ingredientsin 1 1/2
grt. casserole dish. Bake for one
hour. Stir once in about 30 min-
utes.

Women like quiet men -
they think they’re listening.

Certified Angus
Fresh Seafood
Extensive Wine List
Banquet Facilities Available
Reservations Please
Open
Monday - Sunday
Bar: 4pm - 11pm
Kitchen: 5pm - 10pm

Wwashington
sSauare

West Ntation
Antiques

We have Moved to
Owens Cross Roads in the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture
Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun-1-5

|

e

Coffee
Sandwiches
Dinner to Go

Bicycle Delivery
(within 4 blocks)
Open 8am - 2pm
Monday - Friday

109 Washington Street

704-5395

"3 Different Restaurants - One Great Location" =——
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Historic Old Town

407 Holmes Ave. $950,000

Historic Old Town - Monroe 1904

This elegant home is filled with old time
charm, maintaining its historic character
while blending with up-to-date features.

Special Features: T ———
5900 Sq. Ft., 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
High 11+ ceilings, pine and oak floors _SE——

- Antique stained glass windows
5 gasfireplaces
3 central systems
Teen/Mother-in-Law suite
Secluded courtyard with hot tub
Oversized master suite and glamour bath
Restored and tastefully decorated, large open rooms
Master Suite/Glamour Bath on main level; huge walk-in closets
Gourmet kitchen with top of the line appliances, 2 islands with black granite countertops, opens to
large breakfast/family room and library

716 Holmes Avenue $450,000

Lovely historic home in Old Town features
open spacious rooms, 2850 sq ft., 4 bedrooms,
3 1/2 baths with new central heat & air, new
wiring, and 2 year old roof.

This home includes a Jenn-Air gas cooktop,
wet bar in family room, gas log fireplace,
screen/sun porch, patio, deck, wrap-around
porch, two car garage, sprinkler system,
landscaping, and alley access from the rear.

Within walking distance to 5 Points

Jeanne sHen

Your Realtor for Life”
Keller Williams Realty WILLIAMS,.

2410 L&N Drive, Suite C - 256-337-7615 RoRe A
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News From The Year 1903

News From Huntswlle and Around The World

Immigrant Tax Passed

A bill seeking to bar certain
“undesirables” from the United
States was passed today by the
Congress. This latest move to
curb growing immigration to
what was once called the “Prom-
ised Land” will place a $2/head tax
on all arriving aliens. The tax must
be paid at the port of entry by the
master or owner of the vessel on
which the immigrant arrives.

The money would be placed in
what is called the “Immigrant
Fund” to defray the expenses of
administering the new law. The
tax would not be levied on those
in transit through the United
States nor on those who have
previously paid it. The new law
would also exclude from admis-
sion to the country certain per-
sons, such as idiots, convicted
felons, polygamists, anarchists,
the insane, epileptics and women
of bad repute.

Only in recent years has the
United States sought to stem the
flow of immigration. During the
early to middle years of the last
century, the country welcomed all

newcomers. During that period,
Ireland alone sent more than a
million persons to the United
States. By 1900, an estimated 35
million aliens had arrived in the
United States from throughout
much of the civilized world, prin-
cipally from Europe.

Ford Sells
First Auto

The Ford Motor Company
sold its first automobile in De-
troit today. Its internal combus-
tion engine, which is powered
by two cylinders, was designed
by the Vice President of the firm,
Henry Ford. A native of
Dearborn, Michigan, Ford has
been experimenting with power-
driven vehicles for more than 20
years. Ford hopes to mass-pro-
duce the new Model A's and keep
their cost as low as possible so
many people can afford them.

Need Moré Space?

Mark Fortson, CRS, ABR, GRI, Broker - Alabama Realty Group Huntsville,
810 Regal Drive, Suite A, Huntsville, AL 35801
256-489-0536, 256-489-1536(fax) alabamarealtygroup.com

Call Mark Fortson for
all your real estate needs.

Alabama Realty Group Huntsville

Serving North Alabama with offices in
Huntsville, Athens, Ardmore and soon in
Madison, East Limestone, and Decatur.

L.L.C

markfortson@knology.net

Ex-Slaves Demand
Pensions

Negro clergymen threatened
today to lead a revolt against the
Republican Party unless pensions
are given to former slaves. Just
last fall, the leaders of the revolt
had promised to call off their
movement after receiving prom-
ises from the Roosevelt adminis-
tration that it would fight the “Lily
Whites” in the South.

A bill to grant pensions to
former Negro slaves has been be-
fore Congress for a number of
years, but it has never been
passed into law. There is much
opposition to the bill.

Steam Master
Carpet

Cleaning, Inc.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tlle & Grout Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Water Extractions

13 Years Experience

T
na
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Agreement
Reached
on Panama
Canal

The United States and
Columbia have reached an
agreement that will allow
construction of the Panama canal.
Secretary of State John Hay and
Columbian Charge d’Affairs
Tomas Herran signed the treaty
today in Washington. It now must
be ratified by the Senate.

Until the last minute, many
interested observers feared that
the Columbian government would
never agree to all of the requests
of the United States, requiring the
President to begin talks with Nica-
ragua about the alternate canal
route. At this time, details of the
treaty are not known, especially
the price and the annual rental
the United States must pay.

An earlier dispute over the
length of the lease was settled
when Columbia ceded the land in

perpetuity.

Cuba Leases
Naval Base to
United States

Cuba’s constitutional con-
vention has ended with agree-
ment to accept the Platt amend-
ment urged on it by the United
States. Had it not done so, the
United States government would
not have recognized any eventual
Cuban constitution.

Under the amendment, Cuba
accedes to American interven-
tion if Cuban independence is
threatened, or the Cuban gov-
ernment violates personal rights
to life and property. In addition,
Cuba consents to lease to the
United States the naval bases of
Guantanamo and Bahia Honda.

Cuba also agrees to incur no
debts larger than it can repay,
and to perpetuate sanitary im-
provements made during Ameri-
can military rule, which most
notably stamped out yellow fe-
ver. The status of the Isle of
Pines is to be determined later.

Most observors do not ex-
pect the United States to keep
the base for more than a few
years.
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Lighktfeat
Pensonal “Training

185 B Jefferson o
559-2212

Elite Fitness

2407 Wem. Phuy Swite 1

LFIexibility-—Endurance——Strength

Cora Lightfoot

Certified Personal
Trainer

and

Owner

The best sermons are lived,
not preached.

Parties!

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Come get your Fall decorations and pumpkins

Ice Cold Watermelons for your Labor Day
Muscadines here too!

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Best local honey from Bobby Fanning in stock

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sun 8-5

Come in for beautiful fall Mums and Pansies

Fresh Produce just tastes better! Good for you too!

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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The Calhoun House

by Ranee Pruitt

A longtime Huntsville land-
mark was the magnificent home
of Pennsylvania-born Meredith
Calhoun and his wife, Mary Smith
Calhoun of South Carolina. The
three-story brick mansion once
stood on the corner of Eustis and
Green, diagonally opposite the
Church of the Nativity. It was built
in the 1830s by Judge William
Smith, a former U. S. Senator of
South Carolina, and is said to
have cost the unbelievable sum of
875,000 to build.

When Meredith Calhoun mar-
ried Smith's granddaughter, he
moved to Huntsville from
Philadelphia and the property
passed to him. The lot surround-
ing the house then consisted of the
entire block, all fenced in and
beautifully landscaped with trees,
flowers, and gardens. Sculptures
brought from Calhoun’s trips to
Europe decorated the home, while
paintings by noted 17th and 18th
century artists enhanced the
beauty of the walls. Elegant is the
only word to describe the
Calhoun house, which once
played host to stately soirees for
Huntsville’s antebellum elite.

Meredith Calhoun’s interests
also extended to Louisiana, how-
ever, and during the 1850s he
spent much of his time in that
State. His absence is under-
standable, since he owned a plan-
tation there valued at over one
million dollars. Calhoun also pur-
chased a Louisiana newspaper,
which he renamed the National
Democrat. Calhoun maintained

“I drive way too fast to worry
about cholesterol.”

Barb Eyestone, Madison

his Huntsville home and spent at
least part of each year in our city.
But the brutal War Between the
States would soon destroy the
world as he knew it.

A Douglas Democrat in the
1860 presidential campaign,
Meredith Calhoun was opposed to
secession from the Union. Per-
haps to avoid the coming un-
pleasantness, he had gone to
France for a lengthy holiday. When
the war commenced, he managed
to return to Huntsville by way of
Canada. Calhoun crossed the bor-

|

_ OUTDOOR PATIO & LIVE MUSIC!
135, ek

FPONTS Dﬂh 9 @IllI.

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

der at Detroit and travelled south,
pretending to be a Frenchman
who spoke no English. Thus he
was able to pass through the
Union lines and return. He left the
city when the Union Army threat-
ened to invade, and spent the rest
of the war in Europe.

When the Union army cap-
tured Huntsville on April 11,
1862, the impressive Calhoun
house was certain to attract atten-
tion. Gen. Ormsby Mitchel made
his home in the McDowell house
on Adams Street. But the art trea-
sures of the Calhoun house had
not escaped his attention. Mitchel
had many of them, plus some of
the furniture, moved to decorate

Bk Fiendy
(et Food

Full itchen
Pool
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Owner
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his headquarters.

Because of its size, Mitchel
also turned the Calhoun house
into a military hospital. When the
Union forces withdrew from
Huntsville on Aug. 31, 1862, the
returning Confederates found the
Calhoun house filled with sick
and wounded Yankees.

The ailing bluecoats were held
there until they could be ex-
changed a few weeks later, the
home thus becoming a military
prison. Huntsville would change
hands several more times during
the war, and both sides continued
to use the Calhoun house as a hos-
pital. By the war’s end in 1865, it
had been greatly defaced and
largely looted.

Meredith Calhoun died not
long after the war, and his widow
followed him in 1871. Their home
was used as headquarters for the
occupying Federal troops during
Reconstruction, and the Calhoun
heirs agreed to sell the house to
the U. S. Government. After Re-
construction ended, it became a
Federal court house.

The house attracted national
attention in 1884, when Missouri
outlaw Frank James was tried in
it for allegedly robbing a Federal
paymaster at Muscle Shoals.
Frank’s brother, Jesse James,
had recently been murdered in a
controversial assassination ar-
ranged by the Governor of Mis-
souri. Thus there was consider-
able sympathy in Huntsville for
the famous outlaw.

Since the evidence seemed
contradictory, Huntsville’s LeRoy
Pope Walker was able to win an
acquittal for Frank James, mak-
ing headlines all across the na-
tion. Unfortunately for James, he
was immediately rearrested and
taken to Missouri for another
trial. There he was convicted and
sentenced to life in prison.

In 1888 the once lovely man-
sion became the Huntsville Acad-
emy. The halls where formal par-
ties had been held, Civil War sol-

diers had died, and the gavel had
rapped in famous trials, now ech-
oed to the laughter of the young
women of prominent North Ala-
bama families. Alas, financial
panic in the.. 1890s would close
the school, and the Calhoun
house stood empty and forlorn.
Not long before the First World
War, the building was razed to the
ground. A grocery store stood on
the site for many years, but was
torn down in the early 1970s to

make way for a parking lot. Only
a brief and not very informative
historical marker remains to sug-
gest what once happened on this
now asphalt-covered spot.

“Why do we wash our bath
towels? Aren’t we clean
when we use them?”

Jackie Edwards, New Hope

Toy Store

Restoration and all technical services

for all British automobiles.
Specializing in the Jaguar.

3102 10th Av. SW (256) 535-0703
Huntsville, Alabama

Free Admission
Free Parking - Air Conditioned Comfort

Open 7 Days A Week 10a.m - 6p.m.
North Parkway and Max Luther

Antiques, collectibles, knives, rugs, prints, handbags,
clothes,
cosmetics, furniture, electronics and thousands of other items.
Choose from new and gently used items.

New Vendors Always Welcome!

859-4454
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Dr. Frank Jordan

by Austin Miller

Dr. Frank Jordan, pro-
nounced Jerdan, was born and
raised at Ryland. He went to the
Ryland School that was located
next to the brick graveyard at
the corner of what is now
Ryland Pike and Dug Hill Road.

In those days life was hard for
most Ryland people. They were
mostly sharecroppers who
scratched out an existence on
somebody else’s land. The Jor-
dan family was atypical in that
they were landowners with con-
nections that went back to the
founding fathers. If there had
been an aristocracy in Ryland,
they would have been in that class.
His family lived in Ryland at least

as far back as the early 1800’s.
Dr. Jordan’s father was also a
Doctor and the future Dr. Jordan
didn’t have to live as hard as his
classmates and friends. At a time
when it was a rarity for Ryland
children to go to school at all, he
earned an undergraduate degree
from Vanderbilt University and his
MD from Jefferson Memorial Col-
lege in Philadelphia. After becom-
ing a Doctor, he did special stud-
ies at Johns Hopkins and then
worked in California. He soon
came home and practiced medi-
cine in Huntsville and Madison
County for more than fifty years.
People stood in awe of Dr. Jor-
dan. It was common for people to
name their children after him. One
was my uncle Frank Miller, whose
full name was Frank Jordan
Miller. He was a physician in the
mold of the fictitious Dr. Gaylon
Adams on Gunsmoke. His office

Chandeliers - European and American - Furniture - Rugs

Depression Glass - Antique Toys - Oriental Rugs - Oil Paintings
All Types of Collectibles - Fenton Glass - Home and Garden - Lamps - Crystal
Mirrors - Antique & Estate Jewelry - Period Antiques - Chairs - Tables

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

Attorney at Law

256-679-2218

PERSONAL INJURY * BANKRUPTCY
DIVORCE * ADOPTION *WILLS
COLLECTIONS * WORKERS COMP
SOCIAL SECURITY * TRUSTS

3225 Bob Wallace Ave., Suite H
Huntsville, AL 35805
Email: timfooteESQ @knology.net
No representation is made that the quality of legal

services to be performed is greater than the quality
of legal services performed by other lawyers.

464-3940

181 Hughes Road
Madison, Alabama

OVER 30,000 SQUARE FEET OF EXQUISITE ANTIQUES

Hours 10 - 7 Monday thru Sat. - Sundays 1 - 6

Across from the Madison City Hall
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was in Huntsville, but he made
house calls and saw Ryland pa-
tients at his house. If they didn't
have money, which was usually
the case, he treated them anyway.
When you went to see him, he
took care of the problem him-
self. He didn’t refer you to a
specialist or run tests. He made
a diagnosis based on his exami-
nation and what you told him.
Whatever your ailment, he
treated it and you usually had a
diagnosis as soon as the exami-
nation was over. A surgeon, he
treated everything from heart
trouble to cancer. There is no
doubt that he misdiagnosed
some ailments but there is also
no doubt that he saved count-
less lives. A misdiagnosis must
have been rare because people
trusted him to the point that it
gave them an added edge in the
healing process. I have heard
many people say, including my
father, that no matter how sick
you were, you started feeling bet-
ter as soon as Dr. Jordan walked

into the room.

On the surface he appeared
to be the typical stereotype of a
southern country Doctor. In re-
ality he was one of the most
prominent Doctors in Hunts-
ville and one of the best if not
the best surgeon in the south.
He was a recognized expert on
emphysema and was known
both nationally and internation-
ally. In the 1930’s he wrote a
paper for the Russian govern-
ment on the disease, that they
used for years as a reference.

He was the Miller family
Doctor for all the fifty or so years
that he practiced. In the early
1920’s when the family lived on
the Spragins place in Huntsville,
he operated on Uncle Robert for
an abscessed lung. He cut an
incision in to the lung, lanced
the abscess and placed a tube
through the incision to drain the
abscess. This took most of the
night and Doctor Jordan stayed
the whole time. The astonishing
thing was that he did the surgery
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in my grandparent’s kitchen, on
the kitchen table under the dim
light of kerosene lamps. He put
Uncle Robert to sleep with ether
through a rag and his only atten-
dant was my grandmother. To say
the least, sanitary conditions were
not good and there were no anti-
biotics to fight infection. Despite
less than ideal conditions, the sur-
gery was successful, Uncle Rob-
ert, then a boy, recovered and lived
to be 93 years old. The table now
serves as the kitchen table in the
home of my brother Berns Miller
whom Dr. Jordan delivered at our
house in 1946.

Dr. Jordan lived on a big
farm. It bordered Flint River
and had at least one spring and
a clear spring-fed branch that ran
across the land into the river. The
streams were ideal for fishing,
swimming or just enjoying the
beauty of nature. In winter, it was
a good place to hunt. Most of the
land was ideal for cattle, hay, cot-
ton and corn. Two generations of
the Gossett family lived and
worked as sharecroppers on the
farm. It's where Mr. James Gossett
raised a family of five boys and one
girl. After Mr. Gossett died, most
of his children struck out on their
own. His oldest son Clyde stayed
with his wife and young son, Clyde
Junior (Bill). Clyde, nicknamed
Ox, was Daddy’s best friend and I

“Patient has 2 teenage children,
but no other abnormalities.”

Seen on local hospital chart

remember going there in the for-
ties with Mama and Daddy to visit.
This past spring, Bill and I went
back to the old Gossett home site.
There is nothing there now but the
spring where they got water but I
still felt a strong sense of familiar-
ity with the place.

Dr. Jordan’s house still stands.
It is located, appropriately, on
Jordan Rd., about a mile from
Ryland Pike. Now owned by the
Howie family, it is in good repair
and looks like it did as far back
as I can remember. The house was
alandmark for the community. For
example, it was located to the
northeast of the Ryland Store. If
you gave somebody directions to
a place northeast of the store, you
didn’t say to the northeast, you
said back toward Dr. Jordan’s and
everybody knew the direction you
meant.

By all accounts he was gen-
erous and honest in dealing with
his tenants. One great benefit of
living on his place was you could
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from Dr. Jordan’s house. He told Daddy that you
could always tell when one of his patients was in
serious condition: The light in his bedroom would
be on into the wee hours and you could see him
through the window pacing back and forth. It ap-
pears that Dr. Jordan was one surgeon who never
became eallous about his patients.

I remember him as a tall, slender, frail man with
gray hair. When I was sick as a baby, Mama and
Daddy teek me up the river afoot to see him. I don’t
recall these trips but I do remember one visit when
Iwas in the first grade. For whatever reason, sitting
in sehool one day, I stuck two pieces of erayon in
my ear. They became lodged in the ear canal and
after a few days started causing me to have the ear-
ache. By then we had moved from the river to our
eurrent home place in Ryland. On Sunday morn-
ing, Daddy took me to Dr. Jordan’s house. It was
less than a mile across the fields and we walked. It
was a warm fall day and Dr. Jordan was piddling
around in a small building adjacent to his house.
He looked in my ear and saw the problem right
away. He took a fine piece of wire and bent the end
inte the shape of a small fishhook. When the make
shift instrument was finished, he snaked the colors
out in about two seconds. After a stern lecture to
me about putting things in my ears, he and Daddy
talked a long time. As busy as he was, he seemed to
have all the time in the world and wanted to talk.
Very few people if any came to visit for the sake of
visiting. If you went to see Dr. Jordan, you had a
problem and needed his help. He was naturally
separated from his neighbors by his profession and
station in life. The rumeor was that his wife Ethyl,
who was a elerk at Kresses when he met her, was
very difficult to get along with. As a resuit, outside
his work, he must have led a very lonely life.

In his retirement years, one ofhis favorite places
to come to was the Ryland Store. He usually got a
soft drink and snack. It always interested me that

3 Photo Special - for limited time only!

Only $.15 per 4x6 digital print

such a prominent man would enjoy a common treat
and shooting the breeze with the loafers at the store.
Another place that I saw him often was at the Jor-
dan portion ef Ryland cemetery. It is the part east of
Shiloh Church surrounded by the rock wall. Before
he died he gave Finis Parton a sum of money to set
up a trust fund to take ecare of his family’s burial
place. This was necessary because Dr. Jordan had
no children and there were no heirs left to look after
the cemeteryy. When Finis got too old, he turned the
trust over to my brother Gregory. Recently Gregory
turned it over to Richard Parton, Finis’ son. I know
Richard will be a wise steward of the fund as were
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his predecessors. To do otherwise would be an unforgivable
break in trust with one of Ryland’s oldest and most promi-
nent families.

Dr. Jordan died in 1963 at the age of 79. His is buried in
the family plot next to the rock wall close to Dug Hill Road.
His marker is small and simple as are all the stones in that
section. When compared to his statue as a man and all the 1/2 Mile South of the Radisson
lives he saved, it seems tiny.
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256-880-7970

Eye On Elder Issues

by Major Bashinsky

Estate & Elder Law Attorney
major@bashinsky.com |

Is It Time To Review Your
Beneficiaries?

Retirement plans
such as 401(k)s and
IRAs are considered
part of a taxable estate
- but they are not cov-
ered by a will. Over
time, retirement ac-
counts may become one
of an investor’s largest
assets. But when it
comes to estate plan-
ning, retirement plans are often
neglected. For example, if you
established a revocable living
trust, did you name your trust
as a beneficiary?

Are the beneficiaries who
were originally designated the
same ones you would choose to-
day? Do you even remember ex-
actly how you filled out that
form so long ago? It's possible
that your family situation has
changed, which makes it a good
time for a thoughtful review.

When an investor first opens
a new 401(k) or IRA, a small
account balance may cause the
participant to overlook the im-
portance of beneficiary designa-
tions. Some investors may leave
the form blank initially and for-
get to add the correct designa-
tion at a later date. Often an ac-
count owner will name a spouse
as the beneficiary, but list no sec-
ondary beneficiary. This could
be a problem if the spouse
passes away before the account
Owner.

If no living beneficiary is
named, the company could de-
cide to cash out the accounts
and add them to the owner’s es-

tate. This action may
result in a costly com-
bination of estate and
income taxes for the
inheriting party, and
could leave a balance
equal to a fraction of
its original value. If
minor children are
named as beneficia-
ries and the owner
dies, the state could keep con-
trol of the money until they
reach legal age.

Remember that events such
as marriage, divorce, having
children or grandchildren, and
even the death of a family mem-
ber could prompt the need to
make beneficiary changes. If so,
request the necessary form from
your financial institution and
keep a copy for your own
records with your other estate
planning documents.

Your family could pay an ex-
tremely high price if you ignore
the role of your retirement plans
in your estate planning, Periodi-
cally, you should check the ben-
eficiary designations of all ac-
counts to make sure that they
are still the best choice for your
personal situation.

If you would like for me to
discuss this in more detail,
please call or email me for more
information and a free consul-
tation.

No representation is made that the
quality of legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services
performed by other lawyers

Carved in
Stone

No one remembers what the
fight was about. Some say it was
about a woman while others say
it was a bad debt.

What is known however, is
that Curry Turner and A.J. War-
ren met on the front porch of a
small country store on June 5,
1901. Harsh words were ex-
changed and Warren left to go to
his buggy. Perhaps fearing that
Warren was going to get a gun,
Turner pulled his own gun and
shot him dead.

Turner was arrested but was
found innocent after pleading self
defense. Many people later
claimed that Turner, a wealthy
man who owned a gin and grist
mill, was found innocent because
of his wealth and standing in the
community.

If Turner hoped the contro-
versy would be quickly forgotten,
he was soon to learn different.

Warren’s family, after packing
all their worldly belongings in a
wagon, traveled to the nearby
graveyard at the Madison Cross
Roads Presbyterian Church
where they placed a tombstone on
their slain kin's grave.

Afterwards they got back in
their wagon and continued their
journey. Although they would
never return to Madison County
they left behind a grim reminder
of their departed kin.

Carved in stone and weath-
ered by age, the words remind
everyone of a bloody encounter on
a store’s front porch over a hun-
dred years ago.

A, J. Warren
Born
April 19, 1847
Murdered by
Curry Turner
June 5, 1901
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The
Failure

In the spring of 1872, ayoung
soldier visited Huntsville with an
interesting proposition for our
city’s leaders.

He wanted to supply
Huntsville’s police force with uni-
forms. Although many Northern
policemen already wore uni-
forms, the idea had not yet caught
on very well in the South, partially
because of the cost.

For the small towns still recov-
ering economically from the Civil
War, even a small item like uni-
forms was considered exorbitant.

The young soldier however,
had an idea. At the end of the war
he had seen hundreds of thou-
sands of Federal uniforms lying
useless in warehouses. After pur-

chasing a quantity of them for a
pittance, he had a tailor in
Cincinnati alter them.

Now he was traveling the
South, offering the modified uni-
forms at a price much lower than
the competition.

Whether or not he was the
salesman who actually persuaded
the city to clothe its policemen in
blue has been lost in history. We
do know for a fact however, that
two months after his visit, our
policemen had uniforms.

Despite his skills at salesman-
ship, the young soldier’s business
never really got off the ground.
Faced with the prospect of failure,
the young warrior once again
returned fulltime to his military
career.

Unfortunately, that too ended
in failure. A few years later the
young soldier, George Armstrong
Custer, was killed at the battle of
Little Big Horn.
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Sergeant Paul Bolden

ere was nothing about
the young soldier that
could have been con-

sidered extraordinary. On the con-
trary, he was quiet, almost bash-
ful and his slow, Southern drawl
belied the shyness of a country
boy who felt ill at ease wearing the
stripes of a staff sergeant.

Even as a young boy, Paul
Bolden never doubted that one
day he would be called on to serve
his country. The child of share-
cropper parents, he had been
raised as a son of the South,
where duty and honor was a birth-
right, and heritage, no matter how
rich or how poor, was something
you fought for.

When Bolden was called up in
the draft at the beginning of World
War II he never questioned his
obligation. With his occupation as
a farmer he could have easily re-
ceived a deferment. Many other
young men in Madison County,
fearful of receiving draft notices,
had already decided that follow-
ing the wrong end of a mule was
preferable to carrying a rifle and
slogging through mud in some far
away country.

Instead, on the designated day,
Bolden rose before daylight and
after kissing his mother good-bye
and carrying the lunch she had
packed for him in a tin pail, be-
gan the long walk to town.

Paul Bolden was later de-
scribed by his superiors as a
“natural soldier.” Coming from a
large family, he easily fit into the
Army’s regimentation and his
quiet and unquestioning manner

“Of the four wars in my
lifetime, none came about
because the U.S. was too

strong.”

Ronald Reagan

made him popular with his fellow
soldiers. Years of hunting squir-
rels and rabbits around Hobbs
Island had made him as comfort-
able with weapons as were the
clothes on his back.

When the Allies launched the
invasion of Europe in 1944, there
was instant jubilation in the free
world. People everywhere pre-
dicted the war would be over by
Christmas. The Huntsville news-
paper confidently predicted, “The
struggle is won; all that is left is
the mopping up!”

For the soldiers landing on the
beaches of France however, the
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war had just begun. The next six months
would be an unending horror of close-up com-
bat, the kind that only riflemen can ever ex-
perience. Mud, fatigue and death became daily
companions while the shadow of fear hung
over every battlefield like a dark shadowy fog.

“I was afraid the first day in combat,”
Bolden later recalled, “and I was afraid up to
the last minute of the last day.”

The 30th Infantry Division, of which
Bolden was a member, fought its way across
France, from hedgerow to hedgerow and from
village to village, meeting a strong and deter-
mined German resistance at every point. Of-
ten times progress would be measured in feet,
rather than miles, and marked by bodies
rather than milestones.

Though Bolden had taken much teasing
about his rural background (his nickname
was Alabama), the other soldiers soon
learned to depend on the cool judgement of
the “country boy.” While many other sergeants
led by ordering, Bolden led by example; fre-
quently exposing himself to danger rather
than asking his men to take the risk.

By anyone's standards, Staff Sergeant
Paul Bolden was the embodiment of a fight-
ing man.

In a small village in France he won the
Bronze Star for Valor. A short time later, in
another nameless village, he was awarded
another Bronze Star. Another village and an-
other battle won him the Silver Star, followed
soon afterwards by two more Bronze Stars
for Valor.

As the German Armies retreated from
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France there was a sense every-
where that the war was winding
down. Thoughts ofthe next day’s
combat were replaced with vi-
sions of going home. Even the
Huntsville newspaper, while still
earrying the war news, was devot-
ing more space to the events that
would follow the surrender.

In December of 1944. Bolden
and his squad were encamped in
Pitit Coo, Belgium, a seemingly
safe place where they could re-
alistically expect to gain a much
needed rest before embarking on
the final push into Germamy. Un-
beknownst to them however, the
German High Command had
other plans for the small hamiet.

With much ef Europe already
in the hands of the Allies, and
Germany’s future hanging by a
thread, Hitler decided on a bold
gamble to regain the lost territory
and stop the Allies’ advance. The
offensive would become known as
the Battle of the Bulge and Petit
Coo was destined to become
ground zero.

The German army cut a swath
of destruction through the allied
forces that was unparalleled in
modern military history. Within
hours, soldiers who thought they
were far behind enemy lines,
found themselves captives of the
fast moving SS and Panzer troops.
Whole companies and divisions
were eompletely surrounded and
cut off. Adding to the disarraywas
the freezing weather and blizzard
conditions deseribed by many as
one of the worst winters in his-

tory.
Napoleon once said that he-
roic eonditions make heroic men.
Ifthat statement is true, then there
were many such heroes during
those first days when the outcome
of the war lay in the hands of a
few unshaven, frostbitten infan-

=

trymen. Thoughts of Christmas,
and of going home, were pushed
aside as war weary men once
again rose to their duty.

One of those men was Staff
Sergeant Paul Bolden, who on
December 23 was pinned down
in a muddy ditch by withering fire
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from a nearby farm house. His
company had already taken many
casualties from the house, and
was being pounded by heavy mor-
tar and tank fire. To remain in the
ditech meant certain death, but to
meove was just as deadiky.

Perhaps the best way to de-
seribe what happened next is to
quote directly from Bolden’s ser-
vice reecord the action for which
he was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honoi.

“He voluntarily attacked a for-
midable enemy strong point in
Petit Coo, Belgium, on 23 De-
cember, 1944, when his company
was pinned down by extremely
heavy automatic and small arms
fire coming from a house two-
hundred yards to the front. Mor-
tar and tank artillery shells
pounded the unit, when S/ Sgt.
Bolden and a comrade, on their
own initiative, moved forward into
a hail of bullets to eliminate the
ever increasing fire from the Ger-
man position. Crawling ahead to

s

close with what they knew was a
powerfully armed, vastly superior
force, the pair reached the house
and took up assault positions; S/
Sgt. Bolden under a windows, his
comrade across the street where
he eould deliver covering fire. In
rapid succession, S/Sgt. Bolden
hurled a fragmentation grenade
and a white phosphorous grenade
into the building. Then, fully real-
izing that he faced tremendous
odds, rushed to the door, threw it
open and fired into 35 SS troop-
ers who were trying to reorganize
themselves after the havoc
wrought by the grenades. Twenty
Germans died under fire of his
sub-machine gun before he was
struck in the shoulder, chest, and
stomach by part of a burst which
killed his eomrade across the
street. He withdrew from the
house, waiting for the surviving
Germans to come out and surren-
der. When none appeared in the
doorway, he summeoned his ebb-
ing strength, overcame the ex-
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treme pain he suffered and boldly
walked back into the house, fir-
ing as he went. He had killed the
remaining fifteen enemy soldiers
when his ammunition ran out. S/
Sgt. Bolden’s heroic advance
against great odds, his fearless
assault, and his magnificent dis-
play of courage in reentering the
building where he had been se-
verely wounded cleared the path
for his company and insured the
success of its mission.”

When the rest of the platoon
advanced on the position, they
discovered Bolden lying in a
bloody and crumpled heap, a
machine gun still clutched tightly
in his hands. Inside the wrecked
house were the bodies of
35 dead SS men.

A medic was quickly
summoned and Bolden
was transported to a field
hospital. The harried doc-
tors, after examining his
wounds and failing to get
a pulse, shook their heads
and motioned for the or-
derlies to move the body
into the next room where
a makeshift morgue had
been set up.

Several hours later
while orderlies were plac-
ing another body in the
room, one of them
thought he saw a move-
ment from Bolden. After
carefully watching the
body for a few moments,
he hurriedly summoned
the doctors who con-
firmed that Bolden was

still alive.

Years later Bolden would
confide to a friend that he still
suffered from nightmares about
being left for dead.

Staff Sergeant Paul Bolden

returned to a Huntsville that was
already trying to put the war
behind it and move ahead to the
future. Times were changing
rapidly and there wasn't much
need for heroes any more.
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“Yeah, they had a parade,” one
old-timer remembered, “and all
the politicians made speeches
and shook his hand and had their
picture taken with him. But when
the music died down most people
just forgot about him.

“Later on, Paul must have trav-
eled every road in this county
trying to get a job, but he just
wasn't qualified for anything. Oh,
people were glad to pat him on the
back and offer to buy him a drink,
but there just weren't that many
jobs for a person whose only skill
was in Killing people.”

Bolden and his wife, Violet,
were invited to a special White
House ceremony where President
Truman personally awarded him
the Medal of Honor. After placing
the ribbon around Paul’s neck, the
President stared at it for a long
moment before finally saying, “I
would rather have that than be
President of the United States.”

Bolden had always been ex-
tremely shy and now the events
of the war, and winning the Medal
of Honor, seemed to make him

draw further into himself. Unable
to find a job, he returned to share-
cropping in an attempt to earn a
living. He refused to talk about the
war, or the medal.

This was to create even more
problems for Bolden, as only a
person raised in the strict social
structure of a small Southern
town could realize. People he had
known for years, other share-
croppers, now shunned him say-
ing that being famous made him
“uppity.” On the other hand, many
people went out of their way to
criticize Bolden, saying “you
would expect a Medal of Honor
winner to make something out of
his life besides being a sharecrop-
per.”

There was no longer a place
for a hero in his own home town.

Frustrated, Bolden followed
the path of thousands of other
people from North Alabama who
went to Chicago to work in the fac-
tories. Even there, he could not
find the anonymity he craved. In-
variably, a co-worker, or a neigh-
bor would ask, “Aren’'t you the
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same Bolden who....”

The next question would al-
ways be, “What are you doing
working here?”

The truth is that Bolden prob-
ably could have capitalized on his
medal if he had so desired.

“There were always people
with some kind of a scheme,
wanting him to do this or that,” a
friend remembered, “but they
didn’t really want Paul. They just
wanted to use his medal to make
money and Paul didn't feel right
aboutit.”
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As war clouds gathered in Korea, Bolden, despite
being forty percent disabled, talked the War Depart-
ment into letting him reenlist. Possibly, he felt he was
returning to the one job he was good at. Years later,
when asked about his decision to return to the mili-
tary, he simply said, “There was a war going on.”

If he had hopes of returning to the military as a
warrior, his hopes were soon dashed when the War
Department decided to use him for publicity pur-
poses. At one point he was called on to give a speech.
Reluctantly, he rose from his chair and after going to
the podium, stood for a long time looking at the as-

sembled crowd. “They told me I can talk about any-

MEMORIAL PA
thing I want to,” he said, “but after listening to all A .FAITH ’ RI S5
these other people, I don’'t have much to say so if you Offering The Simplicity Plan
don’t mind, I'll just sit back down.”

Though the military authorities were mortified,
the crowd loved the bashful young country boy who 70013(:lir1:tcslzlslteerﬁoad
didn’t mind telling the truth. It was, however, the end 3
(256) 852-8500

of his speaking career.

After spending another six years in the military,
Bolden returned to Huntsville. Again he was cursed
in his efforts to locate a job. Though Redstone Ar-
senal was beginning to build up and there was a
shortage of workers, no one had an interest in hiring
a warrior with no peacetime skills.

“Paul applied at every office on the Arsenal,” re-
called a friend, “but people would look at his educa-
tion and his background and that would be it. I tried
to get Paul to tell them who he was, and about the
medal, but he wouldn't do it. Said it wouldn’t be right.”

Fortunately, there were still a few people who be-
lieved in heroes. When a Colonel, a grizzled old World
War Il veteran, heard about Bolden being turned down
for a job, he immediately demanded to know why.

“He wasn't qualified,” replied the personnel clerk, P vt AR
“and besides a(lll these other applications are in front "aWi ' "S St}'l e
of his.”

“Not any more!” yelled the Colonel in a voice loud
enough to be heard across a sizable part of the Ar-
senal. Grabbing the other applications from the
clerk’s hands, he angrily threw them into a nearby
trash can. “You don't ask a man like Paul Bolden
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what his qualifications are. He’s already proved
them and people like you better be damn grate-
full”

Paul Bolden spent his final years working as a
microphotographer at Redstone Arsenal. Glenn
Brooks, a co-worker, described Bolden as a quiet,
unassuming man who refused to be drawn into
any conversation about his past. “It always amazed
me,” recalled Brooks, “how people worked next to
him every day without having the slightest idea he
had been awarded the nation’s highest honor.”

Occasionally there would be a brief item about
him in the papers, such as when President Kennedy
honored him at the White House. For the most part
however, Bolden tried to remain in the background,
refusing to even give interviews.

One of the few people he felt comfortable with
was Audie Murphy, a movie star and also a winner
of the Medal of Honor. They would often visit one
another, spending hours talking about almost ev-
erything... except the war. Perhaps there were some
things heroes did not need to talk about.

Many people who knew him said that the older
he got, the more the war preyed on his mind. His
wounds began bothering him again and every pain
brought back memories of a cold wintry day in Petit-
Coo, Belgiumn.

Sometimes, secking relief from the memories
that were haunting him, he would take refuge in
the dark corner of a bar where he would sit si-
lently for hours, nol talking to anyone, waiting for
the alcohol to numb the memories.

Ed Norton, an old time Huntsville policeman,
remembered talking to Bolden one night in a bar.
“He wasn't the kind of man o talk much, but I kept
at him to tell me what happened. Finally, after sev- o B P
eral drinks, he looked at me; I still remember the |05 75000 AT
pain on his face that night.” = e ; e

“I didn’t deserve the Medal of

Honor,” Bolden said in a low whis-
per. “Those boys that died, they
were the heroes.”

Paul Bolden died in May of
1979. Shortly before his death, in
areflective mood, he told his wife
that he, and people like him,
would soon be forgotten. “People
will go on to other things,” he said,
“and there will be no place for old
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soldiers.”

He was right. Two Purple
Hearts, four Bronze Stars for
Valor, a Silver Star and the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor and
few people even remember.
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A Man of
Honor

The Huntsville Cotton Mill was cre-
ated by the efforts of D. L. Love, a busi-
nessman from Mississippi. Traveling
throughout the Southeast, Love
aroused interest in Huntsville, found
subscribers for common stock and
persuaded the City to pass a 10 year
exemption on taxes.

As the cotton mill began to
prosper, such was not the case for its
organizing genius. Love had become in-
fatuated with the young and beautiful
Ada Johnson of Huntsville. But follow-
ing the demands of a busy travel sched-
ule, Love did not press his suit in time.
The newspaper on September 21,
1881 announced the marriage of Ada
Johnson to “Mr. John F Lanier of Madi-
son County.” The paper further com-
mented, “The Huntsville public was
greatly surprised that Miss Ada, whose
hand had been sought by so many suit-
ors, had at last succumbed to Mr.
Lanier’s offer of marriage.”

None was more surprised than Mr.
Love who, when learning he had been
jilted, lost his temper and sought to
avenge his loss by besmirching her
character.

So foul were his accusations that
the young husband did what honorable
young men of breeding were expected
to do in such cases. He went to
Greenville, Mississippi and killed Mr.
Love.

Defended by Huntsville Attorney
Captain Milton Humes, young Lanier
was completely exonerated. The judge
announced from the bench, “It is my
opinion that he did just what I or any
other man of honor would do, and I
therefore discharge the prisoner and
bid him go hence without delay.”

“My wife and | were happy for
20 years. Then we met!”

Rodney Dangerfield

256.533.3050

Ron CoOPER
MARK KIMBROUGH

504 PRATT AVE 2318 PANSY §T
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801 HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801

[’

ool Qur Service & Prices Won’t Be Beat!
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StanfordHome

Improvement & Remodeling Inc.

2s6) 656-3001

* Updating To Sell or Total Remodeling
* Free Design & Decorating Advice
* Insurance Claims

Our 40 Years experience counts!

Quick, professional job completion
Courteous, friendly work crew

Financing and home warranty available!

Insured - References

Call Nelson Chatelain for your free
no obligation estimates!

nelson.chatelain @comcast.net - fax: (256) 880-3017



mailto:nelson.chatelain@comcast.net
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Times Have Changed

Huntsville in 1950

- Courthouse 4 - Times Building 7 - Terry Hutcheons Bldg
- Big Spring 5 - Post Office 8 - First Alabama Bank
- Farmers Market 6-Schiffman Building 9 - Five Points

Photo courtesy of Cecil Ashburn

MILLER S MILLER Helping to build Huntsville

for 45 Years

General Contractors
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Searching For My Family

Jrom 1873 newspaper

I wish to learn the whereabouts of my folks. Be-
fore the war they lived in Madison County, Alabama
and was owned by O.T. Hendricks. When the soldiers
occupied Huntsville my family was taken to Montgomeny,
Alabama where they were sold. My father and two broth-
ers were sold to a planter in Mississipi. My father’s name
was Thomas and my brothers were Job and Matthew.
My mother, Poily, and sister, Little Polly, were sold to a
family named Sutherland and went north after the war
with a soldier. I can be eontacted at this paper.

Looking For My Brother

from 1867 newspaper

I am searching for my brother, Thomas Deaver,
who ran off from his home in Morgan County and
joined the Southern army in the spring of 1862. It is
believed he was assigned to Forrest’s ealvary and eap-
tured near Shelbyville, Tennessee. He is 18 years old
now, tall, almost six feet, with ecurly red hair.

His parents are feeble and wish to be reunited with
him again before their deaths. Contact me at this papet.
Expenses will be paid.

It's European!

964 Airport Road * 880-9920




Wild Russian
In Jail

Jfrom 1923 newspaper

Many people living near the
county jail and those passing
were at a loss Tuesday night to
understand the loud noises and
bloodcurdling yells coming
from the second floor windows.
Investigation by a News reporter
revealed that William Curtis,
apparently of foreign birth and
believed to be a Russian, was
“whooping it up” in his cell.

Curtis was arrested some
time ago, charged with breaking
into some stores at New Mar-
ket and confined in the County
jail here. It is not known how
he came to these parts, Early
Tuesday night he broke off a
couple of pieces of steam pipe
and proceeded to flatten out all
that portion of the jail within
his reach. Deputies went into the
cell and relieved him of the pipe.
After this he began stamping his
feet against the steel floor with
mighty noise and he was relieved
of his shoes. He kept the neigh-
borhood awake with yells and
succeeded until, having tired, he
stopped.

The prisoner has also gone
on a hunger strike. He has re-
fused to cat since nine-o’clock

Medicare Su

Available on Disability
or Age 65 and up.
$72 - $160 monthly

For More Information

(256) 859-7477

or Toll Free (Alabama Only)

1-388-622-1049

Tuesday morning and as his
meals are carried to him he ei-
ther refuses it or knocks it from
the hands of the jail deputies.

When asked about his men-
tal condition deputies at the jail
replied that “He’s just mean.
That's all.”

He is to be tried next week
and it is expected the judge will
give him something else to be
upset about.
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Wedding Brawl

Jrom 1897 newspaper

When young Edsel Jones got
married last week he got more
than he bargained for. The bride’s
family appeared at the ceremony
in a high degree of intoxication.
When asked to leave a brawl en-
sued, with the bride’s mother lead-
ing the charge. Two law enforce-
ment officials stopped the fight
and carried the offenders to the
lock-up. The couple fied to a
nearby hotel where they were fi-
nally married.

Enjoy where you Shop!
At Bennett Nurseries, you'll find a relaxing, park-like
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and
are served. Please shop with us today.

USA Weekend - 1999

MOLD IN YOUR HOME
CAN MAKE YOU SICK

Protect the Health v

of Your Family
“Studies Show That 100% of Chronic
Sinus Infections Are Due To Mold.”

7002 Memorial Parkway N.
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

important home inspection

256-704-4570

www.uglymold.com

Call for more information and an

ENVIROSAFE

For Valuable information, visit us at



http://www.uglymold.com
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Huntsville
News - 1904

- Farmers from Bell Factory
district report a very heavy hail
and rain storm day before yes-
terday. Hail fell in small chunks
and cut the corn and other veg-
etation badly. Crops in some
sections were badly washed out
of the ground. For several mo-
ments it looked like a cyclone,
with the people being badly fright-
ened and a few injuries resulting,

- Deputy Collector Root made a
raid near Arab in Cullman county
and captured a sixty gallon cop-
per still, 1,000 gallons of beer and
four or five gallons of whiskey. H.
J. Hill was arrested while at work
in the establishment and was
taken to Gadsden where he was
tried before Commissioner
Pickard and placed in jail in de-
fault of S500 bond.

- Hearing of the case of Jas.
B. Mitchell, who is alleged to be
insane, was resumed before
Judge S. Morgan Stewart yester-
day. Hon. Erle Pettus, solicitor,
filed a motion protesting against
the hearing on a writ of lunacy
because the crime charged
against Mitchell is a felony. The

motion was overruled and the
hearing proceeded. Several wit-
nesses were examined and the
case went over until today. It is
apparent that Mitchell does not
wish to be adjudged insane.
An excursion train of six
coaches filled with negroes and
two of white people came up
from Memphis yesterday after-
noon and will return this
evening at 6 o’clock. A large
number of Huntsville people
who are now living in Memphis
came up to visit friends. At a
very late hour last night crowds
of the 500 negro excursionists
were still walking the streets,
weary and foot sore and unable
to find a place to sleep the night.

“Love is when your puppy
licks your face even after you
left him alone all day.”

Hannah, Age 5

Grateful Life

Community Church

Jubilatte Coffeehouse!
Live music, coffee, deserts
and fellowship! |

Fridays, Sept. 9, Oct. 7,
Nov. 4, Dec. 2 (7-10 PM) |

Sept. 9
Rick Jobe & Keith McCleod
(contemporary jazz)

Weekly Events: P
Sundays: /‘
Bible Study: 9:15am 4

Food & Fellowship: & 10:30am
Blended Worship: 1tam

tr
g

Wednesdays: "I{alze
Contemp” iv Worshlp 5pm
Pastor Ri¢k Jobe
479-2263 apf12-5662

812 WellMian in 5 Points
(4 doors from Thai Garden)

RAY’S
Painting

Quality
Affordable
Licensed
Insured

858-6615
653-8834

38 Years Experlence

Nannies * Mommies’

-

AN

882-1299

Mary Alice Cannon

Helpers * Senior ( are




A
Bitter
Legacy

No one in Huntsville, in
1902, was surprised when
they learned the Rodgers and
Ricketts families had been in-
volved in a gun fight. The fami-
lies had been feuding for years -
so long that most people had
forgotten what the feud was origi-
nally about.

The latest incident began
when the elder Rodgers was
accosted by members of the
Ricketts family while on his way
to town. Harsh words were ex-
changed and both parties
returned home to “gather their
kin-folk. “

Late that evening Jim
Ricketts and Halbert Rodgers
met on the banks of the Flint
River. Both were armed with
shotguns.

Hatred between the two fami-
lies was so great that both
parties immediately began firing.

The first blast caught
Ricketts full in the chest and
neck. A second later Rodgers
fell to the ground grievously
wounded in both legs.

Although Rodgers and
Ricketts would live many years
after the gun-fight, they would
both remain crippled for the
rest of their lives.

Jim Ricketts and Halbert
Rodgers were both only thirteen
years old.

“I support bacteria. They’re
the only culture some people
have.”

J.R. Brubaker, Decatur
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Gents Clothing For Sa

Three pairs of gents I
clothing in excellent repair for
cash money. Also one valise,
assorted neckties and shoes.
Owner is in jail and will not
need them for ten years.

Murphy's Boarding House.

his horse for sale at a rea-
sonable price

tems may be seen at

Colliers Livery also has

Jrom 1885 newspaper

Revolutionary New Weight Loss / Energy & Balance Patch & More
Highest Quality - Vitamins & Supplements
Aromatherapy & Gifts

533-7569

2101 Triana Blvd.

(next door to Enchantment Styling Salon)

Huntsville, Al

40,000+ Square Feet! New Vendors Welcome

Oousc

Mon.
10am - 6pm
Sunday
1pm - 6pm
Closed Tuesday

tiques

Across From
South Parkway Lowes

Furniture, Architectural, China,

Silver, Jewelry, Chandeliers,
Glassware and Thousands
of other items!

10095 So. Memorial Parkway
Huntsville, Alabama
(256) 880-9111
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Different Name

by Charles Rice

Names are simply convenient labels we use
for people and things. Nevertheless, one must take
care to avoid confusion. And such was the case
with our century-old Huntsville Hospital.

During the War Between the States, our city
was occupied at different times by Union and Con-
federate troops. It was the common practice of
both sides, while in our city, to designate what-
ever city building they used to house their sick
and wounded as the Huntsville hospital.

In late 1863, the Union Army built a frame
building in Fagan’s Hollow. This one was officially
known as, you guessed it, Huntsville Hospital.

The old hospital on Fagan’s Hollow burned just
a few years after the Civil War. Nevertheless, to a
generation of our city’s residents, Huntsville Hos-
pital meant that old structure built by the hated
invaders. “What? Put me in that Yankee place? No
way!” Said the old-timers.

When the ladies of Huntsville finally succeeded
in creating their public hospital in 1895, they
wisely chose to call it the Huntsville Infirmary.

For its first 31 years, the city’s medical facility
carried this old-fashioned name. Finally, in 1926,
the directors decided the old Union hospital was
far enough into the past to have been forgotten.
That year the name was officially changed from
the Huntsville Infirmary to Huntsville Hospital.

The name change does cause confusion once
in a while to family genealogists. When they dis-
cover that great-grandpa had been treated at
“Huntsville Hospital” way back in the 1860s, they
scratch their head and gaze in wonder at the large
modern building now bearing that name.

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Ask About New Term Policies
That Pay Your Premiums Back

If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256) 519-6955

A Full Service Real Estate Co.

and
Property Management Firm

Betty Hughes,

Owner, Broker

534-4225
Cell 337-7110
Fax 534-5878

415 Church St.
Suite 101
Huntsville, Al

PROPERTIES, INC

www.hughes-properties.com

Buyers - Sellers - Rentals - Investment Properties

k,_._m_,,‘:

|

WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC

* Every Auto Personally Inspected!
* Financing Available!
* Late Models - Low Mileage

Call 721-1310 Today!
Slow Credit? Bad Credit?

We work with banks and credit companies
to get you the car you want!

U.S.A. Auto Sales, Inc

(256) 541-3562 (256) 468-0083

We Deal In Volume & Pass The Savings On To You! l

7302-A Highway 72 West
(just west of Jeff Road)

Josh Butler Curtis J. Hall



http://www.hughes-properties.com
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777




When Star Market opened on Meridian Street, in 1942, it was the first grocery in
Huntsville to have a frozen food counter. People were also amazed to learn that there
were 2,782 motor vehicles registered in Madison County and that Sgt. Kent West,
once an employee at the Arsenal, had shot down the first Nazi fighter plane.

Huntsville Times carriers also had reason to be proud when it was announced
they had led the natlon in the sale of defense stamps and war bonds.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes

our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. ME

Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week
(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping




