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History And Stories of the Tennessee Valley

A Family
Matter

Gilliam said nothing as he
looked at his battered and
bruised daughter, but the look
of rage on his face made his
intent very clear. He had just
reached for his coat and was
about to walk out the door
when his wife ordered him
to sit back down. “We are
going to say the blessing first
and then you can go do what-
ever it is you have to do.”

The time for the law had
passed. It was now a family
matter.

Also in this issue: The Professor and the Minstrel
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A Family
Matter

His name was Robert E. Lee
Gilliam but most people sim-
ply called him “Gilliam, or “old
man Gilliam.” He was aged be-
yond his years, a product of a
hard scrabble life and trying to
eke out a living on a few acres
of sunbaked red clay that never
seemed to produce enough to
keep body and soul together.

Being a truck farmer was not
the life Gilliam had chosen
originally. He had worked most
of his life at a saw mill near
Gurley until an accident left his
right leg crippled. Unable to find
other work, he worked as a
sharecropper for a time before
the landlord told him he was
letting another man, an able-
bodied man, take over the farm.

The next several years saw
Gilliam moving from farm to
farm, each one poorer than the
one he had left previously until
finally he ended up, in 1943, on
a small tract of land near Win-
chester Road. The land was a
virtual rock pile, overgrown with
no water supply, and with a
dilapidated old house that prob-
ably should have fallen down
years ago.

Regardless, Gilliam, with his
wife and three children, made the
best out ofa bad situation. Soon
they had several acres cleared and
were growing tomatoes, squash
and other vegetables. These he
peddled from door to door in an
ancient pick-up truck he had
patched together from parts sal-
vaged from junk yards and trash
heaps. On weekends, while he
worked his route, his wife and
children would spend the day at
the Farmers Market selling the
produce to Huntsville housewives
who flocked to the stalls in search
ofbargains on fresh vegetables.

Gilliam’s family was his pride
and joy. His wife, a quiet-spoken
woman withjetblack hair thatbe-
lied her Indian heritage was a per-
fecthelpmate, spending long days
toiling in the fields beside him and
then going home to cook dinner
with never a complaint. The
youngest two children, both boys,
were still too young to be ofmuch
help, but his daughter Lucy, who
at fourteen was already turning
into a striking young lady, helped
her mother sell produce at the
market. Many people, captivated
by the young girl’s exotic beauty
and quietcharm, became regular
customers.

The summer of 1946 was an
especially hotand dry one. Almost
three months had passed with no
measurable rainfall and small
gardens that had always pro-
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duced a bountiful harvest began
drying up. Gilliam had always
hauled water from a nearby
spring for cooking and washing
but his work load was increased
dramatically when he was forced
to begin hauling water for the
parched fields.

Every day often three or four
times a day he would drive his
truck to the nearby spring where
he filled large containers with wa-
ter. Returning to his garden he
would use a gourd to pour a cer-
tain amount around each thirsty
and parched plant. The work was
backbreaking, and with the sun
seemingly getting hotter every day,
it soon became apparent that
something else had to be done.

Calling his family together one
afternoon, Gilliam announced a
change in the family’s routine. He
was going to dig a well. His wife
would drive the truck on the route
each weekend and Lucy would
work atthe market by herself. The
two boys would remain at home
with him, helping haul dirt from
the proposed well. Gilliam figured
a week, maybe two, would be
enough to complete the job.

Though at first the job went
well, with the dry, red clay yield-
ing easily to the pick and shovel,
a few feet down he began to en-
counter rock. Even the most
casual observer surely realized
it was going to take much longer
than planned. Gilliam, however,

Dehaan Gates

was not a man to give up easily.
Every Saturday morning he
would help load the truck with
produce and then return to what
many people had already
dubbed his “rock hole.”

For Lucy, however, these were
exciting times. Her mother would
drop her off early at the market
where she would spend the day
selling produce and talking to the
other people who worked there.
Every day seemed like another
adventure to the impressionable
fourteen year old girl. Probably
even more excitingwere the young
men who visited the market to flirt
with her. Without the stern looks
of her mother to warn them off,
there was a constant stream of
young Gallahads vying for her
attention.

One of the men who noticed
her was William Roberts. No
one disputed the fact that Rob-
erts was a good looking man,
well dressed and with a line of
blarney that could sway even the
most doubtful person. Itwas the
other things about him, though,
that made people whisper. Some
people claimed he had been mar-
ried before, although no one was
sure whathad happened. Hewas
also rumored to be involved in
gambling and was a well-known
supplier ofbootleg whiskey to the
G.l.’s at Huntsville Arsenal. Many
people said he had aviolent tem-
per and was involved in many
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fights, some ofwhich he resolved
with the gun he always carried.

Perhaps the thing he was best
known for, however, was the “Clip
Joint.” Some time earlier he had
acquired a semi-truck with a 32
foot trailer. On paydays at the Ar-
senal he would park the trailer
close to the gates, and with the
help of accomplices, would lure
soldiers and employees into the
trailer where he had a bar and
crooked dice tables set up. The
trailer had originally been owned
by C &J trucking but local wags,
after noticing the faded lettering,
quickly dubbed itthe “Clip Joint.”

Everyone was surprised when
Roberts began paying attention to
Lucy. Not only was she still a child,
she was totally different from the
hard drinking, carousingwomen
he normally hung out with in the
road houses and gamblingjoints.

For the first several weeks it
was merely an innocent flirta-
tion, with Roberts stopping by
the produce stall to tease the
young girl. Lucy had already
heard of his reputation, ....but
he was so handsome. She was
also careful not to mention any-
thing about him to her father
whom she knew would not
approve.

When Roberts appeared at the
market one day and proposed that
Lucy go for a ride with him she
hesitated, explaining that she
could not afford to miss any
potential customers.

“How much do you make a
day?”asked Roberts.

“Three or four dollars, if I'm

L. Thom as

lucky,”replied Lucy.

Roberts quickly ended the
conversation by laying a five dol-
lar bill on the counter.

A pattern soon evolved. Lucy
would work at the produce
stand every Saturday until lunch
time when Roberts would pick
her up. Lucy always insisted that
she be back at the market before
6:00 pm when her mother arrived
to take her home.

Gilliam, preoccupied with dig-
ging the well and trying to sup-
port his family, had no idea ofthe
courtship until one afternoon,
about the time school let out,
when Roberts and Lucy drove up.

Gilliam paused, laying the
shovel aside, as he watched the
couple walk toward him. He
knew something was going on,
Lucy was dressed in different
clothes than the ones she wore
to school that morning.

“Pa, we got married today.”

Gilliam, stunned by this un-
expected turn of events, stood si-
lently as Lucy explained how Rob-
erts had met her at school that
morning and they had driven
across the state line where they
found a justice of tie peace who
had agreed to marry them.

By this time the rest of the
family had gathered around Lucy,
wanting to hear every detail.
Roberts, not caring much for the
emotions of the moment,
wandered over to the well Gilliam
had been working on.

Gilliam, sensing the need to
say something to Roberts but not
knowingwhat to say, walked over
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to the well with him. Finally, after
what seemed like an eternity, he
asked, “You going to take care of
her?” It was as much of a state-
ment as itwas a question.

“Get serious, old man,” Rob-
erts replied in an almost sarcas-
tic manner. Then almost as an af-
terthoughtadded, “You still work-
ing on this rock hole? The rains
are going to come soon and you
won't need it.”

Gilliam, surprised at the
sarcasm from his daughter’s
new husband, was at a loss for
words. After a few moments of
awkward hesitation he replied,
“May as well finish it, might
come in handy some day.”

That evening, after the couple
had left, Gilliam sat on the porch
smoking his pipe, thinking about
the day’ events. If he had his
druthers, none of it would have
ever happened. “But still, Lucy is
almost a grown woman. Her
mother was only 15 when I mar-
ried her and it worked out well.
Maybe that boy will take care of
her and everything will be all
right.”

Leftunsaid, but in the back of
his mind, was the realization that
poor peoplejust naturally married

young. With no education, no
money and no hope for a future,
the only thing a girl had to look
forward to was getting married.

The first sign oftrouble came
several weeks later, on a Sunday
afternoon, when Gilliam and his
wife stopped by to visit Lucy at her
new home. Although Roberts was
supposely making good money
from his various illegal enter-
prises, little ifany of itwent home
with him. Most of it went to gam-
bling and drinking. The house
where they resided, in Dallas Vil-
lage, was actually a bootleg joint
owned by someone else but the
person owed Roberts money and
had agreed to let the couple live in
the front part rent free while he
continued bootlegging in the back.

Lucy was thrilled to see her
parents, even in such shabby sur-
roundings. “This is just tem-
porary,”she explained apologeti-
cally. “We’re going to get us a big
house just as soon as he gets on
his feet.”

Even though it was almost
three in the afternoon Roberts was
still in bed. *He: had some busi-
ness to take care oflast night and
didnt getin until late.”

Wakened by the sound of
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voices, Roberts staggered groggily
into the room where he dropped
heavily into a chair. From his
looks itwas apparent that he was
still suffering the effects from the
previous night’s “business.”
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Ignoring Gilliam, Roberts
abruptly ordered Lucy to gethim
something to eat. When she didnt
respond immediately, Roberts
grabbed her arm and shoved her
roughly toward the kitchen with
the admonition to “make sure it’s
fit to eat!”

Noticing Gilliam sitting in
the comer of the room, Roberts
explained sarcastically, “Weve
still got some kinks to work out
but she’ll learn.”

With Lucy no longer helping
her family, Gilliam returned to
driving his produce route every
Saturday while his wife worked
at the market. Still, he contin-
ued digging the well, even if only
for an hour or two a week. He
had struck solid rock and
progress was measured in
inches as he laboriously chis-
eled away at itwith ahammer and
crowbar.

The family, knowing Roberts
didn’t care for their company,
stopped visiting Lucy at her
house. Instead, several times a
month, she would walk the 5
or 6 miles to her parents’home
where she would spend the day.
When it came time to return
home, Gilliam would drive her,
letting her out about a block
down the street. “My husband
doesnt want me to take any fa-
vors from anyone and if he sees
me taking a ride from someone
he mightgetupset.”

Despite the many warning
signs, Gilliam held his peace.
Possibly he was hoping that time
would work matters out. Most
likely however, he was a prod-
uct of his time, a culture where

no one interfered in another
person’s marriage and where di-
vorce was unspeakable. Never in
the history of the Gilliam fam-
ily had a couple even separated,
much less divorced. Making mat-
ters even worse was the fact that
most people considered a
divorced woman little better then
a “lady of the night.”

Lucy’s visits became less fre-
quent, but when she did visit
there would often be signs of
bruises on her arms and neck.
‘Just an accident,” she would
explain. “I bumped into some-
thing.” One hot sweltering day
she showed up wearing a long
sleeved flannel shirt. When her
mother insisted, Lucy rolled the
sleeves up revealing dark ugly
bruises. There were even more
bruises on her back and legs.
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“It was my fault,” explained
Lucy while wiping tears from
her eyes. “I made him upset and
| shouldnt have.”

Her mother called Gilliam
into the room and explained
what happened. After examining
the bruises himself, he stood si-
lent for a long time looking at
his wife and daughter, trying in
his mind to verbalize the words
he had been putting off for so
long.

“You dont have to go back,”
he said quietly. “We’ll go to the
courthouse and getpapers.”

The words stunned Lucy and
her mother. They both realized
how hard it was for Gilliam to
accept a divorce in the family.

The decision was made by
Lucy. “Things will get better, |
just know they will and he’s
expecting me to have dinner on
the table, so I have to go.”

That evening Gilliam worked
in the well. Long after the sun
had gone down he continued
pounding the hard rock with a
vengeance he had never known
before. He was no longer crush-
ing simple rocks, he was crush-
ing his helplessness and despair
with a cold rage for which he knew
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there was no outlet.

The next morning Gilliam
drove into Huntsville to talk to
Sheriff Blakemore. His second
cousin’s oldest daughter was
married to the sheriffand though
Gilliam didn’t consider him a
close friend, they had what he
called a “passable” relationship.

After listening to Gilliam’s
account of the bruises, the sher-
iff had but one question. “Will
she swear out a warrant?”

“I don’t think so,” replied
Gilliam.

“There aint nothing I can do
then. It’s all up to her.”

Nevertheless, that afternoon
the sheriffstopped by to talk with
Roberts. Though he had no legal
basis for the visit, he was un-
doubtedly hoping a bluff, or a
threat, might accomplish the
same thing.

Roberts merely listened to the
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sheriff with thinly disguised con-
tempt and then ordered him off
the property. “Youaintgotno right
meddling in peoples’marriages,”
he shouted. “This is a family mat-
ter!”

Several days later Gilliam and
his family had just sat down at the
supper table and were about to
say the blessing when a neighbor
stopped by to say he had seen
Lucy at the hospital. He had been
visiting a relative, he explained,
and just as he was leaving, he saw
Lucy being treated by a doctor. “I
think she’ gotabroken arm be-
cause | saw them putting a cast
onit.”

Gilliam said nothing but the
look of rage on his face made
his intent clear. He had just
reached for his coat and was
about to walk out when his wife
ordered him to sitback down first.
“We are going to say the blessing
firstand then you can go do what-
ever it is you have to do.”

Gilliam rushed to the hospi-
tal where the nurses told him
that Lucy had been taken away
by her husband. Nexthe drove to
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Expert Hair Care
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their house but even from a dis-
tance it was evident that it was
vacant. The only other place he
could think ofwas the “Clip Joint.”
He had never been there but had
heard the rumors ofthe crooked
dice games Roberts ran from the
trailer.

Upon arriving, Gilliam knew
he was at the right place by the
loud music and profanity pierc-
ing the night air. Entering the
trailer he immediately saw Lucy
sitting in a corner. Her arm was
in a cast, and her hair hung limply
across her face. On her right
cheek was a bruise that was just
starting to turn a dark purple.
“Come on,” Gilliam said. “We’re
goinghome.”

Roberts had been on his
knees in the back of the trailer
shooting dice when he noticed the
old man. Springing to his feet he
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ordered, “Leave her be. This is a private
thing between her and me!”

Gilliam paused for a brief second, eye-
ing all the men in the trailer before let-
ting his gaze rest on Roberts. “Boy, | ought
to Kill you right now but I’m not going to.
I'm going to take my daughter home and
you can go on about whatever you do.
Just don’t never let me see you again.”

Something about the unarmed old
crippled man; something more than the
barely controlled wrath in his voice, caused
the men in the trailer to freeze in their
footsteps as they watched him escort his
daughter out.

If Gilliam had hoped that would be
the end of it, he was sadly mistaken. In
the morning’s early hours, before the sun
came up, the family was awakened by the
sound of an automobile and loud curs-
ing. Gilliam quickly grabbed his overalls
and started for the front door when he
was startled by the sound of breaking
glass followed almost instantly by a wall
of flames.

In spite ofall the noise and confusion of
the inferno, the whole family swore they
heard Roberts laughing as the car drove
away.

Although no one was hurt in the fire, the
house was destroyed and all of their mea-
ger possessions lost. After salvaging what
little they could from the ruins, Gilliam drove
to the Huntsville bus depot where he put his
family on a bus to Chicago where his wife’s
sister lived.

Word of the fire and of Gilliam sending
his family to Chicago had spread through-
out the community. Several neighbors,
though taking great pains not to get involved,
stopped by the ruins ofthe house to see the
carnage from the nightbefore. The first thing
they noticed was Gilliam with a pick and
shovel still working in the well.

Trying to make conversation, one of the

W riters

Send us your stories to be published in
Old Huntsville. Stories must be about Hunts-
ville and have factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your stories to: Old
Huntsville 716 East Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801
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neighbors remarked, “That well will come in handy next
summer won't it?”

Without pausing in his labor, Gilliam replied in a
barely audible mumble, “Aintgoingto need it. Going to Chi-
cago.”

Many townspeople were even more puzzled by the fact
that Gilliam had not showed up at the sheriff’s office to
swear out a warrant for the arson. Until he made a com-
plaint there was nothing the authorities could do.

That same night an unidentified person threw several
sticks of dynamite under the “Clip Joint.” The trailer was
totally destroyed and its occupants, cutand bruised, barely
escaped. People assumed that Gilliam was responsible,
probably as a last measure of revenge before joining his
family in Chicago.

(SUce 1969)

Guns &
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“Ifhe was responsible,”people
theorized, “that boy had it com-
ing.” Almost everyone had heard
of Roberts” abuse of his child
bride and of the arson he un-
doubtedly had committed. For
many people there was even a cer-
tain amount of wishful remi-
niscing about the “old days when
the Klan took care ofthat kind.”

Gilliam had not left town,
though. The next morning he
was back at the well working at
a feverish pace. Neighbors, cu-
rious at his strange behavior
but still not wanting to get in-
volved, stopped by several times
during the day trying to draw the
old man into a conversation.
Gilliam, after politely acknowl-
edging their presence, continued
digging, refusing all attempts at
conversation.

Late that afternoon neigh-
bors saw him sitting on top of
the huge pile of dirt next to the
well. Something about the way
he sat silently staring into the
hole made it apparent that the
well was finally finished.

That evening, about 9
o’clock, Roberts was sitting at
the bar in the White Castle, a
notorious speakeasy located
near the intersection of Merid-
ian Street and Winchester Road.
With all of his cronies gathered
around, he was basking in his
new notoriety as he told of run-

RAYS
Painting

Quality
Affordable
Licensed
Insured

858-6615

653-8834
m m

38 Years Experience

ning the Gilliam family out of
Madison County.

Most of the patrons, however,
tried to ignore Roberts. The in-
cidents of the past few days had
disgusted them. Probably what
bothered them the most, though
no one would say it out loud, was
the fact that they had let it hap-
pen without doing anything.

Suddenly the whole place got
quiet as people focused on a
solitary figure standing in the
doorway, holding a shotgun lev-
eled at Roberts. Some people
said it was ‘ol man Gilliam, but
other people, probably wiser,
said there was no resemblance.

Without saying a word, let-
ting the motions of his gun give
the orders, the figure directed
Roberts outside. A backward
glanced insured that no one
would follow.

Some people claimed to have

UW h tofd h.
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2030 Cecil Ashburn Drive
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Madison

Yes! We Cater!!!

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Call us to Cater your Upcoming Parties!


http://www.romanholidaycafe.com

heard a gunshot moments later
but others, after careful thought,
insisted it was just a car backfir-
ing.

By the next morning almost
everyone in Huntsville had heard
of the evening’s strange events.
Gilliam’ neighbors, embarrassed
because they hadnt helped, drove
by the burned out homestead. The
place looked much the same as it
had the day before with personal
belongings scattered across the
yard and partially burnt timbers
swaying in the wind. There was
no sign of Gilliam, though.

The only sign that someone
had been there since the day be-
fore was the well. It had been
completely filled up.

Roberts was never seen
again. Some people in Huntsville,
perhaps a lot wiser than most,
said he probably left town
suddenly due to “unexpected
business.”

More than likely they felt, as
Sheriff Blakemore was later over-
heard saying, “It was just a
family matter.”

To make a long story short,
don't tell it.

Jay Butler

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS

Any Amount
Top Prices Paid

534-3355

Old Huntsville
Trivia

1811 - Residents of what is now
Madison County pass the first
Water Pollution Law, making it
unlawful to pollute Indian Creek.

1818 - The first library in
Alabama is formed in Huntsville. The
library was organized and set up at
John Boardman'’s printing office, on
the East side of Madison Street.

1821 - Fifteen prisoners break
out of jail.

1839 - Lillian Malone, a local
madam, is asked by city officials to
leave town.

1857 Browns Grocery
advertises eggs for 12 1/2 cents
per dozen.
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If love is blind, why is
lingerie so popular?
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A Letter
Home

Editor’s Note: This letter
originally appeared in an 1861
issue of The Huntsville Demo-
crat. It was written by a local
man who hadjoined the Madi-
son Rifles, a company of local
volunteers whofoughtfor Dixie.
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Fort Morgan, Florida

March 30, 1861

The Madison Rifles arrived
here at 2 o’clock, on Thursday.
The privilege of feeding us was
transferred to two white barber-
looking men and a very hand-
some yellow girl. They had a
table set out covered with gin-
ger cakes - price, three for a
quarter; biscuit and ham - one
biscuit and a slice of ham, ten
cents; cup of coffee, fifteen
cents; small oranges, ten cents
a piece; together with many
other eatables at proportionate
prices.

The first appearance of Fort
Morgan, upon nearing it, is that
of a boundless waste of white
sand, dotted here and there with
Shrub Pine and a degenerate
Palmetto. | shall reserve a de-
scription and partial history of
this fortress for another letter,
as my duties have so far pre-
vented me from procuring infor-
mation sufficient to risk asser-

tion in relation to it. All that |
can now say is, that there are
about twelve hundred men here
- all of whom are volunteers
from the State of Alabama.
There are about two hundred
and fifty more troops expected
here every day, who will com-
plete the First Regiment of Ala-
bama Volunteers. Col. Hardee,
formerly U.S. army, and author
of Hardee’s Tactics, is in com-
mand here. He is a fine looking
man, with a strictly military
bearing. He looks every inch the
soldier.

The Rifles are encamped
upon the sand in the rear of the
fort. We occupy seventeen tents,
besides the officers’ marquee.
Each tent is occupied by six
men, called a “mess,” each mess
is furnished with a large camp
kettle, a camp frying pan, and
each man with a tin plate, tin
cup, one knife and fork - bone
handle, an iron spoon, and a
tin canteen to hold water in. The
canteen is fixed for a strap, so
as to be carried about the per-
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son, and they see constant ser-
vice too, as the hot sun over
head and the heated sand under
foot, are well calculated to en-
gender a pretty constant thirst.

A part of the time since we
have been here, one man in each
mess has acted as cook and dish
washer, whilst the rest of the
mess bring wood and water; our
meals are now all cooked by
four or five detailed every day
for that purpose; and as the
tents are called by numbers, the
men come forward and get their
half-cup of coffee, half cup of
peas, and vinegar, if we choose
it; by the by, our mess bought a
cabbage head today, and we must
draw a pint tonight.

As yet, we wear the clothes
we left Huntsville in; our uni-
forms are promised very soon.
We have been furnished each
with two mixed jean outer
shirts, two flannel undershirts;
one grey and one white, two pair
of drawers, and two pair of
socks.

There are no fruit or veg-
etables grown here, on account
of the sand. Oysters can be
bought here for $1.50 a barrel,
in the shell, and our camp now
presents quite an interesting
scene, as | sit looking at a party
of the Madison Rifles, as-
sembled around a large fire,
with bags of oysters around
them.

The air is laden with the
shouts of some 200 men in the
Gulf, sea bathing. This is the
greatest luxury of camp life, and
partaken ofby all but a very few,
who are scared off by the fear
of sharks, and the sight of por-
poises, which appear in droves
all along the coast. Some are
off gathering shells, of which
there are countless numbers of
beautiful colors and kinds;
many are offin the shade of pine
trees, talking of home and their
sweethearts.

L
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BeautiControl
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Massages - 30 Minute Sessions
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03 Going ToPay Your Bills?

A recent survey showed that 3 out of4 people will need long
term care at some point in their lives. One stay in a nursing
facility has the potential to completely wipe out your 401K,
savings or retirement.
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The folks at CO X Associates, Inc. have been helping people
since 1967 to prepare for such emergencies. With plans starting
at $25 a month we can provide long term health care insurance
to make sure your bills are paid and your loved ones are not
burdened with the massive debts ofa long term stay in a nursing
facility.
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115 Manning Dr.
Suite 202B
Huntsville, Al 35801
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News
from 1875

- Joe Graham, above
Triana, had all his outhouses
and fences blown down during
the late storm. Many of the
houses were also blown down
at the Nick Lewis place.

- Runaway from my resi-
dence about 3 miles northwest
of Huntsville, during my absence
on the 9th., James Carter, a
bound boy about fifteen years of
age escaped. Said boy when leav-
ing had on a black sack cloth coat
and gray jeans pantaloons. De-
scription: rather small for his
age, fair skin, round face, blue
eyes, rather low forehead, and
very black thick hair. | forewarn
any man from harboring him.
He has no relatives in Alabama
and it would be to his advan-
tage to have him returned.
Thos. H. Hewlett

- The city is now burning
Monte Sano coal, taken from the

Page 16  —

mines in our immediate vicinity,
and it appears to be of very high
quality. It is surprising that the
mines are not more extensively
worked. Ruben Street is engaged
in delivery of this coal to our
homes daily.

Springs and spend a shorttime.

- Citizens are warned that

pigs running loose in the down-
town will no longer be tolerated.
This business has gone on far too
long.and it is hoped that a few
hefty fines will put an end to it.

- The friends of Dr. Burritt

will regret to learn that his con-
dition is not improved by the
operation performed on his lip.
The cancerous affliction was
perhaps more deeply seated than
was at first supposed. He will
go from St. Louis to Hot

S#
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Designedfor active seniors, Redstone Village offers quality amenities, services and beautiful
surroundings. And should you need it, care for life. Call 256-881-6717 to learn more and to
see how Redstone Village means independence now and peace of mind for the future.

INDEPENDENT GRANDVIEW FAIRVIEW
LIVING: ASSISTED LIVING: SKILLED NURSING:

90% refundable Spacious suites with Private and semi-private
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Underground parking/ 24-hour licensed care Occupational, physical,
severe storm shelter Restaurant-style dining and speech therapy
Gourmet meals with in an elegant dining room Respite and Hospice Care
restaurant-st_yle d|.n|ng Daily activities and social ~ We will accept Medicare,
Asset protection with fulfillment TRICARE, and private
LifeCare agreement Medication monitoring insurance in addition to
Apartment homes, private pay

X Direct admission available . . .
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Full balconies and
stunning mountain views
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12000 Turnmeyer Drive « Huntsville, AL « www.redstonevillage.org
256-881-6717 or toll free 1-866-881-6717
outh on Memorial Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr. [3/10 of a mile past Hobbs Rd ]
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Carolyn
Bracken, who works as an ac-
countant at the office of Doyal J.
Hyatt, CPA. She called with the
first correct guess for the Photo
ofthe Month. You may remember
Carolyn’s husband, Glenn
Bracken. The sweet little girl in
the picture was Carol Record,
proprietor of the Kaffeeklatsch
Bar in downtown Huntsville.

We got a call recently from
probably our biggest fan, who
lives in Scranton, PA. Scottie
Brier came to Huntsville in 1976
as an instructor on the Arsenal,
lived here for 8 years, and says to
this day the people of Huntsville
are the best in the world and he
misses living here every single day.
He is taking care of his mama,
Jane Scott Brier, who will cel-
ebrate her 87th birthday in Octo-
ber. We appreciate you, Scottie!

We saw our dear friend Lynne
Berry at Trade Day on the
Square. She’s doing a great job
managing Harrison Brothers,
and they are getting in new stock
daily.

Well, 1think weVve met the fu-
ture Mayor of Huntsville. Justin
Bzdell, 14 years old and a stu-

dent at Monrovia Middle School,
has been telling his dad John
Bzdell for years that his one goal
in life is to be the Mayor. He abso-
lutely loves the city and her
people, and for a young man
shows surprising wisdom. He
loves eating at Little Deb’s diner
with his grandpa Stephen S.
Bzdell, who is 87 and lives in
Toney. And Justin has some great
stories about his grandma,
Loudella Shaughnessy, livingin
the Oak Park area. She is 75 and
loves to tell Justin about the old
days. We’l have to keep an eye
on this ambitious young man!

We hear Chester Huskins of
the Golden K Kiwanis is leaving
Huntsville to live in South Caro-
lina. Well sure miss you, Chester!

Itwas good to see Trice Hinds
recently, shopping at Shaver’s
Bookstore. His family is full of
royalty and he has so many inter-
esting stories!

Our good friends Cordy and
Mark Fortson will be celebrating
their 28th wedding anniversary in

Qreating the very best communities...
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Heritage Plantation * Heritage Provence
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October. Happy Anniversary!

Wewant to send out a special
hello to our mailman JeffTucker,
probably the best in Huntsville!
We’re very proud of all the
hardworking folks who deliver
our mail every day.

Many probably remember
Rick Carleton, who lived and
worked in Huntsville for years in
the used car business. He recently
found out he had lung cancer,
having lived in Missouri foranum-
ber of years, and passed away
two months after the diagnosis.
Our deepest sympathy to Lorene
Fish, his mom, and sister Jan.

Betty Gordon’s sister Stacie
Bramlettwas rushed to the emer-
gency room recently and Betty
wanted to thank all the kind folks
who prayed for Stacie.

It was good to see that hand-
some Tony Balch, of The Balch
Agency, recently. We ran into him
atthe Chef's Table on South Park-
way for lunch one day. He was
telling us how happy he is to have
recently moved his office to 614
Madison Street, and especially
now that it’s finally completed!

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below
wins a full one-year subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This young boy is
now a man about town who
helps you plan for the future.



Ann Price recently suffered a
stroke and is recuperating. She
has a great caretaker in niece
Gale Nichols. We're thinking of
you both, getwell Ann.

A very exciting pool tourna-
ment was held recently at
Redstone Village among the resi-
dents there. When the Owens’
pulled out their gloves and pool
cues, wonder if that was intimi-
dating to the other competitors?

We were very sorry to hear of
the death of Liz Waggett’s mother
recently. Ann Casey lived in Sat-
ellite Beach, FI. We send our sym-
pathy to Liz and her family.

Happy birthday to Diane
Owens - Hope hubby Ken is plan-
ning a huge party for you!

Trade Day this year was great
fun and the weather was hot but
dry. We talked with Sarah Israel,
who got here in 1998 and has 3
grandchildren who all had birth-
days in Sep. and Oct. Ollie
Gemmel turned 5, Hannah Israel
turned 6, and Charlie Israel
turned 4. Sarah’s friend Judith
Elrod has been living in Hunts-
ville for 20 years and loves it here!

Happy Anniversary to that
great couple Ron & Barb
Eyestone - 26 big years!
Congratulations to you both!

New York Life/Huntsville
welcomes it’s new Managing Part-
ner, Kim Johnson, who comes
here from Hilliard Ohio. Welcome
to our beautiful city, Kim!

We were sad to hear that Tom
Gurley lost his younger brother
recently, of a heart attack. Ted
Kennedy was from Owens Cross
Roads.

Donna Gurley has two sisters
who are both celebrating birth-
days in October. Linda Pridmore
is Oct. 6 and Bell Buchanan is
0ct.20. Donna says they are best
sisters a girl can have!

The Golden K Kiwanis Club
was very pleasantly surprised by
a visit from Mayor Loretta Spen-
cer at one oftheir recent meetings.
They really appreciated her tak-

ing the time out from her busy

schedule to see them.

A special Hello to Billy Joe
Cooley, who knows so many

folks and
everywhere!

Huntsville’s
Melvin Brown has a
new book of poems
out that really touches
your heart. He takes
care of his sweet
mom, Ruby Brown,
who is sure proud of
her young son.

There are so many
people in our areawho
are here living with
families, displaced by
Katrina. Welcome to
Huntsville and good
luck to you in the fu-
ture.

We hear twin
grandkids are on the
horizon for Sam
Keith. His daughter
Rebecca and her
sweet husband John
McKinney are expect-
ing & thrilled. More
babysitting for you,
Sam!

is seen
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Well, that’s it for now, have a
good October and remember how
lucky we are to be living in Hunts-
ville, Alabama!

N ew Arrivals!

LAUNDR.Yy|

by Shelli Segal
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M arzipan

1 7-0z. pkg unsweetened
grated coconut

1sml. pkg. unsweetened Jello,
any flavor

1c. ground almonds

1/2 c. heavy cream

4 packets sugar substitute

1/2 t. vanilla extract

1/2 t. almond extract

Combine all ingredients and
shape into any shape you like.
Chill til forms hold their shape.

Chocolate Sponge Layer
Cake

1/2 c. soy flour

1/2 t. baking powder
pinch salt

1T. unsweetened cocoa

2 eggs

8 packets sugar substitute
11 vanilla extract

EVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY

NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

RECIPES

o-Carb Sweets

11 chocolate extract

Preheat oven to 325 degrees.
Sift 1st four ingredients together.
Beat eggs with sugar substitute til
very thick, stir in extracts. Fold in
flour mixture and bake in greased
layer pan for 30 minutes til done.
Makes one layer.

Almond-C I, ocolate

aeesecake

2 8-0z. pkgs. cream cheese

3 eggs

1c. sour cream

11 vanilla extract

12 packets Splenda

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Place all ingredients into large
bowl and mix with electric mixer
for about 7 minutes. Pour mixture
into 9-inch springform pan. Place
in pan of hot water. Bake for an
hour, turn offoven and leave cake
in oven for additional hour, oven

turned off.

Frosting:

9-12 Hersheys sugar-free
chocolate candies

1/3 c. whipping cream

11 vanillaor almond extract

1/4 c. toasted slivered al-
monds

Unwrap candies and place

them in microwaveable bowl -
microwave for 1 minutes. Re-
move, stir, add the cream and ex-
tract. Stirwell. Drizzle with large
spoon over the cooled cheesecake,
sprinkle with almonds. Back in
fridge for 2 hours before serving.

Baked Bananas with Pum

Sauce

5 T. orange juice

3 T.dark rum

3 T. cherry all-fruit spread
2 T. butter

1T. + 11/2t. lemon juice

Every Monday nightKids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new Kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851

Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOLRHZSTS THE SANFCRS &HAWPTONS



1/41 ground nutmeg

4 bananas halved lengthwise

3 T. chopped pecans

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
In a small saucepan, combine
juice, rum, all-fruit spread, butter,
lemon juice and nutmeg. Bring
just to boil over medium heat, stir-
ring. Remove from heat.

Arrange the bananas, flat side
down, in single layer in a shallow
baking dish. Pour butter mixture
over the bananas and sprinkle
with pecans. Bake til the bananas
are tender and the sauce has
thickened slightly, about 12-15
minutes.

Cantaloupe Sorbet

4 c. frozen cantaloupe, slightly
thawed

1frozen banana, sliced

1/4 c. Splenda

1T. creme de menthe liqueur

1T. limejuice

2 1 grated lime peel

1/41 ground cinnamon

Inablender or food proces-
sor combine all ingredients and
process til smooth.

Scrape into a shallow metal
pan. Cover and freeze for 4 hours
or overnight. Using a knife, break
the mixtue into chunks. Process
briefly in a food processor before
serving. Garnish with a mint sprig.

Tue - Fri 9-5
Sat-8-3

ry

Peanut Buttep Cookles

6 T. unsalted butter, softened

1/2 c. unsweetened creamy
peanut butter, room temp

1/4 c. packed brown sugar

1/4 c. Splenda

11rg. egg, room temperature,
lightly beaten

11 vanilla extract

1 1/4 c. sifted oat flour

1/41 baking powder
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11 creme de cacao

3 T. chunky sugar-free peanut
butter

Mix all together except peanut
butter. Place over low heat, add
peanut butter. Heat til peanut but-
ter melts, stir. Spoon mixture into
greased pan, refrigerate til firm.

The Company You Keep*
www.newvorkllfe.com

3 T. salted peanuts, chopped

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
In a large bowl beat the butter and
peanutbutter til very smooth. Add
sugar and Splenda and beat til
well combined and light in color,
1to 2 minutes. Gradually beat in
the eggand vnilla extract, beating
til very smooth and a little fluffy,
1to 2 minutes. Mix in the flour
and baking powder, beating til a
moist but cohesive dough forms.
Stir in peanuts. Drop by table-
spoon about 2”apart on greased
cooking sheet. Flatten each with
tines of a fork til 2" in diameter.
Bake til golden brown, 22 to 25
minutes. Remove to rack to cool.

Chocolate Fudge

1pkg. Sugar-freejello Choco-
late instant pudding
1/2 c. heavy cream

Ollie Taylor, Sr., Ollie Taylor, Jr., & Brandon Stone

Walk-ins Welcome

883-1100

11309 Mem. Pkw, S. Suite G
Just North of Skate Odyssey

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Agent

Registered Representative for
NYLIFE Securities Inc.

Huntsville, AL 35801

256 533-9770

2310 Clinton Ave

New York Life insurance Company
2309 Starmount Circle

Huntsville, AL 35801

Bus. 256 551-2700 Cell 256 990-5450
Fax 256 536-3291
bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
www.gannbryan.nylagents.com

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. . Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays



http://www.newvorkllfe.com
mailto:bgbryanjr@ft.newyorklife.com
http://www.gannbryan.nylagents.com
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Slave Revolt

by Charles Rice

“Startling news!”wrote Daniel
Robinson Hundley in his diary on
May 18, 1861. “l havejust learned
that a Vigilance Committee in
Triana has ferreted out a most
hellish insurrection plot among
the slaves, and in consequence |
expect to go out patrolling tonight,
something | never did before. |
have already rode about thirty
miles today, but I do not expect to
close my eyes tonight.”

Fort Sumter had been fired on
only a fortnight before, and both
North and South were Intoxicated
with war fever. Septimus D.
Cabaniss. a Huntsville lawyer
known for his cool head, appar-
ently had some doubts.

“In the winter & spring after
the election of Mr. Lincoln.” said
Cabaniss, “there was an appre-
hension in the minds of many
of our citizens & especially the la-
dies, that there would be an In-
surrection among the slaves. This
increased, after three companies
ofvolunteers had gone to the Con-
federate Army, leaving no military
organization in the county.

“To allay this excitement,
nearly every male citizen of Hunts-

ville & vicinity between the ages
of fourteen & eighty years, volun-
tarily united in a military associa-
tion, forming a small battalion.
“As a consequence of this un-
easiness & the state of the
country, there was, as is usual
in times of high excitement, a
disposition upon the part of
some of the community to take
the law in their own hands; and
when the military association
was formed, it was agreed that
it should be under the control
& direction of a committee of
nine citizens, elected at the time
of its organization, who should
be charged with the duty of in-
vestigating any matters which
the safety of the community
might seem to require.”
Cabaniss agreed to serve on
the Committee of Safety only
because of “his knowledge ofthe
high character of the gentlemen
associated with him for intelli-
gence, integrity & discretion, and
the belief that the existence of
that committee would serve to
allay excitement, and to prevent
less discrete persons from tak-
ing the law in their own hands.”
Cabaniss served on the Com-
mittee of Safety in Huntsville,
and it appears this council was

indeed of an exemplary nature.
“Several startling reports were
brought before the committee,”
noted Cabaniss, “of insurrection-
ary plots which, when carefully
investigated, proved to be without
foundation.”

GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
M antles

Counters
Etc!

All edge* ground
luid polished

Call 364 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huntswville
dass &Paint Co.

(Original adfrom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Have A Property
You Need To Sell?

SOLD . Quail Ridge - Huntsville - SOLD - Bob Wade Lane - Harvest - SOLD
Pebblebrook - Madison - SOLD - Timberlake Dr. - Toney - SOLD
Mission Square - Unit5 - SOLD

Let us list & sell your commercial or
residential property. Licensed in Al. & Tn.

Experience is important and | have nearly 20 years in A f
the housing industry, but more important is the care 'im
that goes into the need of each and every one of my f?

families. Whether you are building, buying, selling,
investing, refinancing, debt reducing, budgeting, or
repairing your credit, we care for your family. \

BrideyRd E9tie &
Hrenad Savaess Inc Maria Binkley
Office: 256-851-9229

tt r Cell 256-348-0999
www.binkleyservices.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY E-mail: mariabinkley@msn.com

Call today for a better tomorrow

Chase - 886 Naugher Rd. - 2895 sq ft. 4 Br/2.5 ba $179,900

South Huntsville - 7910 Logan Dr. - 4 Br/1.75 ba PLUS
complete Apartment with separate entrance!! $149,900

Harvest -152 Poplar Green Lane -1336 sq ft - 3 Br/2 ba
$122,900

Don’t miss:
Faith. Family & Finances”

New 30 minute broadcast - WZTV on Mediacom &

Knology or @www.jamiecooper.com (check your local cable
network for station number).

With twenty years in the housing industry, including
building, we'll be covering real estate, finances, budgeting,
credit scoring, establishing credit for young people, along with
a question & answer time, guest speakers and much morel

We will be glad to assistyou with any of these properties
or any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Senl/ice.


http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
http://www.jamiecooper.com
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In neighboring Limestone
County, however, the situation
continued to be tense. Daniel R.
Hundley became a member of
another Committee of Public
Safety - one considerably less
discrete than Huntsville’.

On May 20, 1862, wrote
Hundley, the Mooresville com-
mittee investigated “the insurrec-
tionary movements of the slaves
in the neighborhood of my
father’s residence. We have pun-
ished several, and the testimony
elicited is very startling. The
whole servile population ap-
pears to be disaffected, and the
most egregious falsehoods ev-
erywhere pass current among
them.”

The following day, Hundley
wrote, “It seems the Negroes
have concluded that Lincoln is
soon going to free them all, and
they are everywhere making
preparations to aid him when
he makes his appearance.”

Was this simply wishful
thinking on the part the slaves,
or was someone inciting them
in this erroneous belief? The
committee determined to find
out. “So far as our investiga-
tions have now extended.” wrote
Hundley on May 23, “we are led
to believe that Peter Mud, An-
drew Green, and Nicholas
Moore, slaves, and one or two
free Negroes, aided by base white
men, are the leaders of the pro-
posed servile insurrection.”

TWo days later, the members
ofthe various Limestone County

committees “met with the Triana
Committee in Triana. This com-
mittee has already hung one free
Negro, named Jacobs, and to-
day had up an old English aboli-
tionist, who, for lack ofproper evi-
dence, was sent to Huntsville jail
to await further action ofthe Com-
mit tee.” Matters were definitely

The

Out-of-Sight

becoming.~ serious.

On May 26, another man was
hung, this time a slave in
Mooresville. “A jury of twelve
men selected by his overseer, were
allowed to hear the evidence
againsthim, and afterwards bring
in their verdict - it being the de-
sign ofthe citizens to preserve the

Solution!

“World’s Finest Retractable Screens”

« Front Doors -
- Single & Double Doors

French Doors
Sliding Doors

mMotorized Patio & Garage Doors
- High-tech Retractable Technology

¢ Invisible when not in use -

Fits Almost Any Opening

mHigh Quality - Limited Lifetime Warranty

« Different Colors Available
«MADE IN THE USA!

539-9331

dreamscreens

A division of Hudson Remodeling, Inc

Pampering Huntsville’s
Pets For 12 Years

HydroSurggMBathing

Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri

Www. Vip-grooming.com

VIP Grooming &
Luxury Pet Hotel

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

881-0664

Madison Square 12

DTS AND DOLBY

5905 University Drive
256-830-6831

Seasonal Discount of
15% on any order
placed by 12/31/05

Soreen Doors

EGAL
A NS MYAS

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY
3312 S, Mem. Parkwy

256-883-1101
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When Was Your Last Legal Check-Up?

http://www.bashinsky.com Huntsville Senior Center

Monday, October. 17 - 10:30 a.m.
2200 Drake Avenue, Huntsville AL 35805

Assessing your “legal health” with your estate planning, elder
law attorney can be as important as consulting with your doctor
about your medical health. Seniors in the Greater Huntsville Area
are invited to a free, public Legal Checkup.

Topics Include:

The Probate Process in Alabama Courts
Guardianships and Conservatorships
Should | have a Will or Living Trust?
Why do | need a Durable Power of Attorney?
Joint Accounts with our Children: Pros & Cons
Using Family Trusts To Protect Your Inheritance
Medicaid Transfers & Eligibility
401(k)’s: Should I Roll It Over Into an IRA?

Our Speaker Stretching Out Your IRA’s Distributions

Major Bashinsky
Estate & Tax Attorney Free Individual FO"O\N'Up Lega] Consultation and
Drawing for a Door Prize

RSVP any time to register: 256-880-7970
RSVP Online Registration: http://www.bashinsky.com

“No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater
than the quality of legal services provided by other lawyers.”


http://www.bashinsky.com
http://www.bashinsky.com
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spirit of the law at all events, al-
though it may be necessary in
these exciting and dangerous
times to override the letter
thereof.”

Was there in fact a slave
plot, or was it simply hysteria
caused by the tensions of the
times? On May 27. a third man
was executed. “Andrew Green,
one of the instigators and lead-
ers of the conspiracy, was hung
in Triana. He made a partial
confession.”

However, Peter Mud’s mas-
ter. Dr. John Pick~ett. still re-
mained unconvinced. Pickett
sent Mud off by train to try to
protect him. “We sent one of our
Committee men after the fugi-
tive.” wrote Hundley, “and were
informed by telegraph that the
police had secured him in Mem-
phis.”

On May 30. 1861. the Triana
Committee met once again.
“First we tried a free Negro, who
was sentenced to the peniten-
tiary for life,” noted Hundley.
“We then tried parson Peter Mud.
Peter was proven to be one of
the principal conspirators, but
the influence of his master’s
family in his behalf was great -
however, he was found guilty by
the jury, and was hung about
half an hour after sundown.”
Tellingly, those who knew Peter
Mud best believed in his inno-
cence. The following day. “Two

Renaissance
T HEATRE

coming in October:

at Lincoln Center

Negroes were tried, but the fi-
nal decision in their case was
postponed for one month - in
the meantime the Negroes re-
main in Huntsville jail. We also
tried Bob Williams, white man.
He was given until Christmas
to settle up his affairs and leave
the country.”

After this, the tensions be-
gan to die down. On June 9.
Hundley wrote in his diary. “The
Committee seems to be satis-
fied with their labors thus far,
and by apparently general con-
sent are doing nothing more
about the Negro Insurrection.”

Had a bloody slave revolt
been prevented? Perhaps. But
more than likely it was much
ado about nothing. Four unfor-
tunate black men had lost their
lives. In contrast, not one slave
had been punished in Hunts-
ville. In fact, only one person -
a white man - was sentenced by
the Huntsville committee.

“It was proved that this per-
son had been in Huntsville but
a few months,” wrote Septimus
Cabaniss, “was a gambler by
profession, & came from Mem-
phis or New Orleans.” The un-
welcome gambling man was
simply told to get out town and
make sure he stayed gone.

Robert K. Dickson, a wealthy
planter and merchant, “was also
before the Committee charged
with uttering disloyal senti-

Clue, the Musical
This popular game is now a fun-filled musical
bringing the world’s best known suspects to life and
inviting the audience to help solve the mystery. The
audience receives forms to help them deduce the
solution from clues given throughout the evening!

October 14, 15, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29

1216 Meridian St. -call 536-3117for
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Anti
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.ne

ues

ments. The facts charged against
him were investigated. The
Committee advised him to be
more discrete in his language,
& he agreed to do so in the fu-
ture.” Such was the extent of
their corrective action.
Cabaniss was “satisfied that
the object of the Committee in
these cases was prompted by a
desire to preserve good order
in the community. & not to pun-

A llied

Photocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & White & Color

Billiard Street Cde

Billiards - Live Entertainment -FHne Food &Spinits

2703 University Drive - 534-6000


http://www.renaissancetheatre.net

ish persons for their political sen-
timents. A large majority of the
military association. & according
to his recollection, a majority of
the committee had been opposed
to the secession ofthe State.”

Unfortunately for Parson
Peter Mud and his colleagues,
they had been tried by the wrong
people.

“Don’t squat with your
spurs on.”

Old Cowboy’s advice

Lost or Stolen

Nine hogs of a reddish na-
ture. The hogs are the prop-
erty of J.D. Kendall and were
last seen on the streets of
Huntsville at the corner of
Clinton and Jefferson. The
above has, already this year,
lost 33 hogs and two milk cows
to the infidels of the dark who
seem to be continuously prey-
ing upon the trusting manners
of our townspeople. A liberal
reward will be paid.

N ursing and Rehabilitation

A Lady of
Distinction

from 1866 newspaper

Clarissa Douglass, a lady of
dubious distinction, was up be-
fore Squire Figg yesterday on a
charge of stealing clothes from
Huntsville’s merchants.

Miss Douglass’ downfall was
her penchant for fine clothing
vhich she said, “is necessary for
any lady in my changed position,”
hence she began a monologue
describing why each article of
the purloined clothing was
essential to maintain her position
in our fair city’s society.

She found her purse would
not withstand so heavy a load,
but the clothes must be had.
Recalling the raids of the late
war, she decided to undertake
one of her own, and if success-
ful, would be clothed as well as
the best of them.

Her raid ended on a sour
note when she attempted to leave
the store with three dresses in
an egg basket, and two hats
perched daintily upon her head.
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She was brought up before
the august presence of Justice
Figg, who after hearing evidence
of the state, bound Clarissa over
in a bond of $100.00.

No one appearing to endorse
for her, Clarissa went down to
the corier of Clinton and Green
streets to board until the court
is held.

IF irstBaptist
r m Church
Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive
just East of Mem. Pkwy

Center

Serving The Areafor Over 30 Years

» Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
* 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
» Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

M adison
Manor

Therapies
* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

 Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. « Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy


http://www.fbchsv.org
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A Genealogical
Nightmare

from 1874 newspaper

One of the most sensational cases ever to
appear before our court system is due to go
to trial next week in Judge Ramsay’s court.

Mr. Allan Dement, a 72 year old resident
ofthis city is charged with the crime of marrying
his granddaughter. Accordingto reports, Mr. De-
ment returned from the war to find his home
burned and family scattered to the four winds.
Finally after much difficulty he was able to
locate his granddaughter, who was at the time
living in Jackson all alone, but for her four
children. She too had become separated from
her family.

The couple soon set up house together and
began living a life as main and wife along with
her children who were his great grandchildren
but were now his stepchildren, making them
their mother’s uncles by marriage. After the
granddaughter/wife sensed signs of approach-
ing motherhood, a quick visit before a justice
of the peace was arranged. When the child was
born it became the mother’s son/great uncle,
the father’s son/ great grandson and the half
brother and great great uncle of the other chil-
dren.

Soon, however, her eldest son (the great
grandson of its stepfather and the great nephew
of his half brother) began a correspondence
with his aunt who was also Dement’s
granddaughter. The aunt/granddaughter, upon
hearing the news immediately notified her great
uncle who was also Dement’s brother who paid
a personal visit to his great nephew who was
his brother’s stepson.

The’ great nephew/stepson and brother/
great uncle then notified the judge (no Kin)

Star Market

and Pharmacy

who issued a writ for the arrest of the grandfather/
husband and granddaughter/wife. The child has been
placed in care of its half brother who is also his
nephew and his mother’s uncle by marriage.

The tried is sure to attract a lot of relatives.

Dear Mama

(written in 1932) I am in Idaho now but there
ain’t no jobs here, Jim and I have been living on
rabbits we catch. Tomorrow we are going to hobo
to Texas. They say there is work there. If not we
might come back to Huntsville. 1 would rather be
hungry at home than under a bridge.

Your Son, William McBride

| IS YOUR CAREER
L'V INASTATEOr
m B b TRANSITION?

Tre reweconony iscranging thevay the world does business. For iy these
are edtirg tines with inoredibdle gopartunities for personel and professiordl
gonth For athers honever, it's a period of great upheavel and irssaurity with
the prospect of dedining inoome ar evenurenploynent saring theminthe face
Ifyouive been thirking about a change, consicer thisad your inttiontotake a
look at a corporation offering an entrepreneLrial eiraent where yau canset
your oan pece and reech your naximumipotertial, but with significart support
Thee are boaming ties for the firedd savices industry, espedidly at
MitL ife, where the derrend for intelligent herdhwarking and spirited pecple hes
never been greater. VNI back you every step of the way with excetiodl
resources, tednology and training

To apply, please forward your resume to
Danny J Noles, CLF, LUTCF (256)457-1415

100 Washington Street, Ste 100, Huntsville, AL 35801
For nmore infomration aoout MetLife ggoortunity,

dease Vgt our wite a —
WWW.METLIFE.COM MGtLITQ
MetLife is an EOE M/F/D/V. Company New York, NY 10010

wrs el M B«

Serving our Customers for 63 years!

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509


http://WWW.METLIFE.COM

News From

1904

- We beg to announce that
Hutchens & Murdock have been
appointed sole agents for the
Block Light in the city of Hunts-
ville and that the light is on ex-
hibition at their offices.

The Block Light will give
300 candle power and save half
your gas bills. It takes six inch
electric lights to give the light of
one Block Light. Satisfaction
guaranteed or money refunded.

- As the result of a runaway
accident near the Wade Mattress
Factory yesterday afternoon,
Mrs. R. B. Searcy was badly in-
jured and Mrs. Frank J. Th-
ompson was painfully bruised.

The ladies were driving in
front of the factory when the
horse got his tail over one of
the reins and began to run. Mrs.
Searcy attempted to jump out

P ANTING
SERVICES

of the buggy and was thrown
with great force against the
ground, the back of her head
striking against the stone curb-
ing and cutting the scalp very
badly. Mrs. Thompson did not
jump but was thrown from the
buggy a little further down the
street. She was painfully
bruised but was not cut.

The ladies were attended to
by Drs. Rand and Brooks and
last night both were resting qui-
etly.

- Joseph Mason, the well

known egg and produce dealer,
was tried before Commission
Greenleafyesterday on a charge
of retailing whiskey.

The revenue men claim that
Mason has been violating the
revenue laws with impunity for
several years and has kept a
whole section of Pain Rock Val-
ley supplied with whiskey. Ma-
son, on the other hand, claims
that he was not selling whiskey
but that he merely took orders
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for itand delivered it to his friends
and customers whom he desired
to accommodate and further-
more, that he made no profit
whatsoever by delivering the
liquor.

Try Our
Sushi Boat
PARTY
PLATTER

Live Entertainment Fri. Nites with

“Edgar”

* Great Wine Selection

% Hit**

6565 Hwy 431 South
Hampton Cove - 536-3690

More than meets the eyeJ

256.534.4452
Foil Free: 877.53'1."M52
Fax: 534.4456

3308 Seventh Avenue ¢ Huntsville, AL 35805

www.tindasprintiiig.com -

linprint@ jindasprinting.ccmi


http://www.tindasprintiiig.com
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Lost Towns of
Mullin’s Flat
and Pond Beat

by Tom Kenny

Located a few miles outside
of Huntsville were once two
thriving communities by the
names of Mullins Flat and Pond
Beat. Today, if one tried to locate
them, all one would find are
manicured fields fenced in by the
fences surrounding Redstone Ar-
senal.

Most of us are familiar with
the goverment, in time of need,
taking the land a house or a
business sits on, but few people
realize that at the beginning of
the Second War whole commu-
nities were erased from the face
of the earth.

Pond Beat got its name from
a series of ponds, Mack Pond,
Rock Pond, Round Pond and

“Until | was thirteen, |
thought my name was

‘Shut Up’.”

Joe Namath

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates!

others that extended from Pond
Beat nearly to Triana.

The two communities were
separated by a branch of Indian
Creek. Mullin’s Flat was north
of the creek, Pond Beat to the
south. These old communities
lacked electricity, plumbing and
telephones. Some of the houses
had dirt floors and makeshift

heating.

Many of the people occupying
these communities were poor,
very poor, but others were quite
affluent. In Mullin’s Flat there were
over fifty black families and five
white families. The community
was not integrated but everyone
gotalong very well.

Many of the residents were

Coffee - Espresso - Teas

Bookstore

Specializing in Gently Used Hard Back
and Soft Back Books For Sale or Trade!
Non-Fiction as well as Fiction -
Great Variety to choose from!

Breakfast & Lunch Served Anytime

Live music every Wed. & Sat.

, __Tffe
C offee

Open Mic Nights 7pm Fridays

Other October events:

Oct. 13 R.O.M.E.O.S (Retired Old Men Eating Out)
Oct. 14 - Fred Roberts, songwriter - live music

Free Wireless Internet

Oct. 10,17,24 & 31 Huntsville Chess Club

Oct. 16 Sunday Brunch, Reservations reqd.

880-6121

Saturday nights 7pm til.... Come sing, play

7900 Bailey Cove Road
Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

or just listen!

Free Coffee for performers.

Please check our website for complete

schedule ofdaily & weekly events:

www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com

A Real Neighborhood Coffee Shop

Shelves - Mantles & Woodworking

www.carpentryconceptsonline.com

HFvYau Can Dreenmnm ik Ve CenBaalid i
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tenant farmers, providing labor
for the land owner in exchange for
a place to live and a share of the
crop, usually a third or a fourth.

Most of the land was owned
by individuals who were the chil-
dren or grandchildren of former
slaves. They farmed the land,
owned businesses, stores, gins
and mills and ran their own
communities.

Peddlers called, “rolling
stores” visited both communi-
ties once a week, selling house-
hold goods, foodstuffs, sweets
and personal needs. Mail was
delivered by horseback. The rid-
ers came from Talucah in Mor-
gan County by ferryboat, deliv-
ered the mail and ferried back
home. Later mail was delivered
by automobile.

The three room, wood framed
Silver Hill School of Mullin’s Flat
located off present Dodd Road
had an enrollment of about 150
black students. The school was fi-
nanced partly by the Julius
Rosenwald Fund of Chicago to
help black schools in the South.
Rosenwald funded one-third of
the money, the State of Alabama
funded one-third and the bal-
ance was supplied by the
Mullin’s Flat community. Most
of the community funding was
supplied by several of the
wealthy black farmers.

James R Burns who died in
1919 of double pneumonia, was
a resident of Mullin’s Flat. He

“My wife has a slight
speech impediment. Every
once in a while she stops to
breathe.”

Jimmy Durante

PRINTING TCR QLD HWTSWJ.Lt BY |

132 Jetpfex Lane
Madison, AL 35758
(256) 77-4-3600 )

operated a general store, a
blacksmith shop and forge and
a carpentry shop which special-
ized in the manufacturing of cas-
kets.

The Horton School, located
in Pond Beat, like the Silver
Hills School, was funded jointly
by the Rosenwald Fund, the State
and the Community. In the early
days of Pond Beat there was a
large southern mansion and
plantation near the Tennessee
River. The building was demol-
ished in 1982. The land became
part of the Redstone Arsenal.
The house had been occupied at
times by the Childress family
and the Jones family.

The government moved rap-
idly in its efforts to acquire the
lands of Mullin’s Flat and Pond
Beat. The Quartermaster Gen-
eral filed a petition on July
23rd, 1941 for the seizure of
the lands.

The U.S. District Court of
Northern Alabama entered an
order granting possession of the
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lands to the Government as of
noon July 24th, 1941.

The Federal Land Bank of
New Orleans, acting as a
consultant to the Government
made an appraisal of each tract.

Most of the land owners ac-
cepted the evaluation. A few own-
ers went to court to protest the
Government evaluation and of-
fer. The Government permitted
the land owners to remain in
possession of their property
until crops were harvested.

The Churches in the two
communities merged and
formed the Center Grove United
Church. When their congrega-
tions were forced to move the
original church was dismantled
and moved to the corner of Jor-
dan Land and Mastin Lake Road
in Huntsville.

Many of the old residents of
the two communities believed
the large black ownership
(about 80%) of the land was in-
fluential in the area being cho-
sen for the arsenal. When the Gov-
ernment decided to build the ar-

senal, the property owners had no
choice but to sell. As one old resi-
dent said, “They set the price and
we had to accept it.”

Still, the coming of the arse-
nal was a Godsend for many of
the tenant farmers and their
families.

Many of the residents ofthese
communities gotgood payingjobs
working for the Army and the
Army contractors, and many of
these displaced people were able
to buy homes which without the
Arsenal takeover they would
never have been able to do.

Today the towns are but
memories for the people who
once lived there.

“She has no rigors or
shaking chills, but her
husband states she was
very hot in bed last night.”

Written on patient’s
hospital chart, 1954
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Times Have Changed
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News From The Year 1918

News From Huntsville and Around The World

Armistice Signed

Nov 11. At 11:01 this morn-
ing, silence fell like a gentle mist
on the battlefields of Europe.
The Germans signed an armi-
stice at 5 a.m., the cease-fire
taking effect six hours later. The
war is over.

Since  Austria-Hungary
surrendered November 3, the
collapse of Germany was cer-
tain. It ran out of manpower:
its latest recruits were 14-year-
old boys and men in their 607%.
Ithad no more food or supplies,
due to the naval blockade. In-
ternal unrest, fomented by
Bolsheviks and liberals, shook
the government. Yesterday, the
Kaiser fled unceremoniously to
Holland.

On November 8, Mattias Erz-
berger, head ofthe Catholic Cen-
trists, led other German
representatives to a spot outside
Allied headquarters at
Compiegne. They met with Mar-
shal Foch, who took two days
calculating the surrender de-
mands. Germany was asked to

give up its heavy guns and air-
craft, 5,000 trucks, 5,000 train
engines and 150,000 railroad
cars. Large warships and most
of the submarines will be
docked at Allied ports. German
troops in Austria-Hungary, Ru-
mania, Turkey and Russia must
retreat at once.

Territory west of the Rhine
must be evacuated. Erzberger
and his compatriots agreed to
the terms and signed the armi-
stice in Foch’ private railway
car.

Western Europe and the
outer theaters of the war face
many years of rebuilding. Ger-
many can count its blessings;
no battles destroyed its fertile
soil. Its economy, however, is in
shreds. Yesterday, the Crown
Prince chose Socialist Friedrich
Ebert to be Chancellor. Europe
will demand reparations of him.

More than ten million died
in the four-year war. Six million
were civilians.
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Call Mark Fortson for
all your real estate needs.

Alabama Realty Group Huntsville

Serving North Alabama with offices in
Huntsville, Athens, Ardmore and soon in
Madison, East Limestone, and Decatur.
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LLC.

810 Regal Drive, Suite A, Huntsville, AL 35801
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Americans
Celebrate End
of War Twice

The war in Europe is over,
and this time it is for real. Just
four days ago, Americans
cheered lustily and marched
through the streets all over the
nation when a United Press bul-
letin, sent by young Roy Howard
from Brest, announced prema-
turely that the armistice had
been signed. But today, appear-
ing before Congress in Washing-
ton, President Wilson pro-
nounced the official word: “The
war thus comes to an end.”

Steam Master
Carpet
Cleaning, Inc.

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Pressure Washing

Water Extractions

13 Years Experience

533-9540
Free Estimates



14 Million Men
Registered For
Draft

The tide may have turned in
Europe, but fledgling American
doughboys keep pouring into
training camps in unpredicted
numbers. Thus far, about three
million men have been drafted,
with some one million volun-
teers, and their steady arrival
in Europe has made the A.E.F
a most powerful force.

There have been few draft
dodgers. It is true that some
farmers have been reluctant to
leave their plows, and some
“slackers” who would rather
shoot pool have been rounded
up by vigilante groups, but with
some 14 million men now regis-
tered, the first Selective Service
Act in our history has been a
resounding success.

Never again will this coun-
try have to impose such a law.

It’'s great being a guy,

three pairs of shoes are
more than enough.

Tony Adams, Arab

Millions of
U.S. Women
Working Iin
Factories

Feminists are not altogether
pleased with the record number
of women in the workplace.
Some suffragists, following the
lead of pacifist Carrie Chapman
Catt object to wartime efforts by
either sex. Feminists who do
approve argue that very few
women are actually entering the
work force for the first time.

The typical female worker is
a young woman stepping up
from a lower-paying position.
And the nature of the work is
not much more challenging than
the old; only a handful of
women are involved in any as-
pect of heavy industry.

Most labor unions refuse to
admit women, and their health
and pay go neglected. In New
York, for example, 91 percent
of female employees are paid
less than men doing equivalent
work. There is speculation over
what will happen to these
women when the war is over.
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Memories of
A Peddling
Store

by Roy Jacks

I was born at Mt. Fork
Creek, near New Market, in
1906. At around the age of
seven, | moved with my family
first to Decatur, Alabama then
to Guntersville, Alabama.

My father traveled from city
to city selling bibles and other
religious books. This life of
travelling ended after about 2
years due to the declining health
of my father. He moved us all
back near to our old homeplace
in New Market.

The move was not an easy
one; we had to bring our prize
cow, Beauty, which was not a
simple task. We loaded her onto
a barge and ferried her down the
Tennessee Rive to Ditto Land-
ing south of Huntsville. From
there we walked the cow all the
way to our home near the com-
munity of Hump in Madison
County.

Father’s health continued to
deteriorate and there was an
epidemic of flu throughout
Madison County at that time.
Father contracted the flu and
succumbed to the illness in
1918 at the young age of 38.

| always wanted to be an au-
tomobile mechanic but that was
not to be. My first job was with
The Spelce Company, a cotton
gin in Hump, where | hauled
firewood to the gin. Later |
worked at the steam press bail-
ing cotton and also did some
farming. When cotton season
ended the manager at The
Spelce Company asked me to
drive what was called in those
days a “peddling truck” which
was actually a rolling store. The
truck route introduced me to

many different people and
places, which | found exciting.
One of those people | met was
the lovely Miss Docia Lucille
Campbell, who would later be-
come my wife.

In the early days of my life
people used to come through the
community in wagons peddling
groceries and other items. | sel-
dom saw those. When | started
peddling | had a truck, closed
in like a school bus and with
shelves in it for the groceries. |
made a tank to go on the out-
side of the truck to carry coal
oil. In those days people used
coal oil for light, lanterns, heat-
ers, etc. There was a big de-

mand for it.

Every day was different but
I remember the day of Septem-
ber 13, 1921 as clear as if it
was yesterday. | got in my ped-
dling truck that morning and
filled it up with gas - it held 13
gallons. I had always heard that
the number thirteen was unlucky.
However, | went on and drove my
truck up to the porch ofmy boss’s
store and filled up the tank with
coal oil. It held 13 gallons of coal
oil that I was to sell to my cus-
tomers.

I then filled the shelves with
groceries and general merchan-
dise such as men’s overalls,
cloth, over the counter type
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medicine, etc.

Now as to what happened
that day, | will begin the story
when | was about three miles
from the boss’ store. | heard a
flapping noise and the peddling
truck began to pull over the left
side.  immediately stopped and
found that one of the tires on
the front of the truck was flat. |
had stopped at about 15 houses
that day. I had not sold anything
to amount to very much. Well, 1
went into one of my customer’s
house and called my boss. He
was out there in a few minutes
with a new tire. As he was ap-
proaching, | saw two cows cross
the road in front of him. He was
going too fast to stop and hit one
of them. The cow rolled across
the hood of his car. This hap-
pened near where the peddling
truck was sitting with the flat
tire. We finally got the flat fixed
on the truck and away | went
toward New Market and Hurri-

utterFilter

AMERICA

A division of Hudson Remodeling

You are protected with a 20
year No Clog money back
guarantee

(256) 539-9331

Offer expires 12/31/05.
Order must be placed by 12/31/05

Limited Time Offer

"3 $75
OFF

Installation

cane Creek. And all was well for
the rest of that 13th day of Sep-
tember. So, beware of the num-
ber 13!

Part of my route carried me
by Mint Springs and Fair View.
That was a community located
just before the line between Ala-
bama and Tennessee, where |
knew there would be a large
crowd waiting. One day l arrived
at about 9:00 am and had about
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40 people waiting on the side of
the road with eggs, scrap cotton,
chickens, shelled corn, and other
things to trade.

Most people were poor and
had no cash money so they
would trade things to us which
Mr. Spelce would then sell in
town.

On that particular day | got
two cases of eggs, thirty dozen
to the case. | used all my egg

Toy Store

Restoration and all technical services
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Huntsville, Alabama
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Antiques, collectibles, knives, rugs, prints, handbags,
clothes,
cosmetics, furniture, electronics and thousands of other items.
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cases and then I put eggs in the
shelves as | sold groceries out
of the shelves. All in all there
were about 80 dozen eggs. |
bought four sacks of scrap cot-
ton and two sacks of shelled
corn; of course all of that was
in exchange for groceries, over-
alls, and dry goods. Oh yes, |
had also bought 61 chickens and
some scrap butter.

Farther down the road was
another large group of people
waiting to trade. The same thing
went on at the next place. | kept
buying the same things; although
I had run out of space for the
eggs. | was carrying a #2 tub
that a customer had ordered and
so | set it in the center of the
truck and filled it full of eggs
and then | took out some empty
sacks | had and used them to
cover my tub of eggs.

When | arrived at the store

that night my boss was waiting. He
unloaded all the scrap cotton and
the shell corn while 1was putting
the eggs from the shelves into car-
tons. 1 had almost forgotten about
the tub full of eggs when lo and
behold here came my boss and set
down on top of the tub. He was a
heavy man and didn't see the eggs
in the tub because I had sacks and
other things lying on top of it. He
went straight to the bottom ofthe
tub and carried with him all 50
dozen eggs.

He finally pulled himself out
of the tub while saying a few ugly
words. | had to step out of the
truck to laugh.

So, that was another day of
the peddling truck. It was funny
but a serious loss of money.

Mr. Jacks died recently at the
age of 99. This story provided by
his daughter, Iva Jean Lawrence.
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Growing
Up In West
Huntsville

by Stephen Stolz

| was raised in the West
Huntsville area of Eighth and
Ninth Avenue. | later lived on
North Rose in WestLawn. Col-
lege took me to Decatur and Flo-
rence, while the army took me
to Georgia, Texas and Germany.
Although exposed to other
places, | always came back to
“Old Huntsville”.

In 1948, my father moved my
mother and older brother
Jimmy to Canton, Ohio. Dad
was a house painter and moved
there with his brother Howard
looking for work. | was born
there in 1949. In 1951, we
moved back to Huntsville.

Times were hard in the
1950’ for us even though | am
not sure we children knew it. In
1951 my sister Kathy was born.
In elementary school, we attended
West Huntsville Elementary on
Ninth Avenue. We would walk
home to our house on Eighth Av-
enue just west of TWelfth Street.

Walking home while in the first
grade, Iwas struck by a 1950 bul-
let nose Studebaker. The car
knocked me into my friend Luther
Kirkland. Iremember waking up
in the hospital and | saw Luther’s

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes.

Call 534-3355

father carrying him in. Luther had
small pebbles stuck in his crew cut
head.

At times, we would move in
with my grandmother, Edith
Nickelson. She had a coal-burn-
ing stove which she used for
heat. She lived next to Kendricks
Grocery at Ninth Avenue and
Twelfth Street. The three of us
children would pull our little red
wagon to find coal when there
wasn’t money to buy it. One day
I was told to take the wagon to
Dorning’ Grocery and purchase
a 50 pound bag of coal. I really
didn’t want to go because Iwould
have to pass “Booger Town”.

There was a bully there that
was looking for me. As | walked
past “Booger Town”, I hurried
into the store thinking | had
made it safely. 1 opened the door
to the store and there he was.
He said, “Come outside, we’re
going to fight.” What could | do?
I went outside. After the scuffle he
didn’t bother me anymore. It ac-

en d e d
with me
chasing
him to his
house.
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come to our house. He would have
a Double Cola and be eating a bag
of potato chips everyday. We
thought he was rich to be able to
have this daily. His father drove a
delivery truck for Sterchi’s Furni-
ture. Back in the 1950’s Hunts-
ville had public transportation
buses which many people used to
getaround town. At the bus stop
on Ninth Avenue in front of my
grandmother’s house, the bus ran
over Travis’s foot. He was okay,
just a little sore.

We would go to the movies
at the Center Theater. Movies
were fifteen cents and popcorn
was ten cents. We would pick
up drink bottles and collect one
cent per bottle. When bottles
went up to two cents, it was like
getting a big raise. The scary
part about going to the movies
was walking back at night. We
would walk past the cotton
warehouses and think of all the
stories of “Headless Hazel”! If
we survived the cotton ware-
houses, next up was “Booger
Town”.

When | was ten and my
brother Jimmy was twelve years
old, we talked our uncle Tim
Nickelson into driving us to the
pump house in Decatur. Our
plan was to fish and camp out,
and then the two of us would
ride our single bicycle back to
Huntsville the nextmorning. About
eight o’clock in the evening, thun-

Major Medical
Insurance Plan

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life
Available for Individual, Family,
Business. Medicare Supplement
Available on Disability or age 65
and Up. Short-Term Effective
Immediately. Ages 15 Days to 65.

(256) 859-7477
1-888-622-1049

der and lightning rolled in. My
brother said he wasnt going to get
rained on all night and took off
walking. | wasnt going to stay
there by myself so off we went.
The wind was blowing hard. It
was blowing so hard we could not
ride the bicycle at all during the
whole trip.

After what seemed like hours
later we stopped at the country
store in Mooresville for hot choco-
late. Thinking we were almost to
Huntsville we
asked how
much farther
did we have to

go? The owner Our Mom Is
said, “A long
way." Later

down the road
we saw a sign
that said
Huntsville was
seventeen
miles! The next
morning we
made it to our
house at five
o’clock. Not
bad for pushing
a bicycle and
carrying fishing
poles and a
back pack into
a 30 mile per
hour wind!
Our lazy,
hot summers

Together
for luntilv!

were filled with sandlot baseball.
We played anywhere we could find
an open field. We would cut the
grass and find anything we could
for the bases. Ifyou hit a fly ball
to the high grass it was a home
run. Players that | remember
were my brother, Jimmy Stolz,
Travis Fields, David Weaver, Billy
Mullins, Dale and Duane Cantrell,
David and Dewayne Vest, Bubba
Stoltz and anyone else we could
round up. I played organized ball
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and the two coaches that were most influential were Melvin
Brooks and Ray Walker. Both were tremendous role models
for young boys needing direction. N

When not playing baseball or football, we fished. We
would walk to any local fishing holes we could find. Some
of the places were Braham Springs (Merrimac), ponds
that were behind the cotton warehouses and Bob Wallace
and our favorite Cobb’s Hill. Cobb’s Hill was on Old Madi-
son Pike near what is now Madison Pike Elementary School.
We would fish the running water under the bridge.

I later attended Butler High School where Stone Middle
School is now located. | remember cruising up and down
the Parkway. We would circle Shoney’s Drive-In, and then

Chef s Table

Tapas Restaurant

1/2 Mile South of the Radisson

Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World
Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,

go south to Jerry’s Drive-In. We would circle Jerry’s and
back to Shoney’ looking for girls. 1 don’t remember ever
finding any.

My first car was a 1955 Ford. My brother had a 1956
Crown Victoria with overdrive. On a trip to my Uncle James
Nickelson’ house in Hazel Green, | remember going about
135 M.RH. with my brother driving and his Crown Vic had
tires that were completely worn out.

When I'think about some ofthe dangerous things we did,
it makes me realize why so many young people die young.

Growing up in West Huntsville in the 1950 to mid 19607
was tough by most anyone’s standards. However, there were
lessons learned that I will never forget. There are memories
that will stay with me forever.
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The Lady Who
Painted On
Cobwebs

by Butch Crabtree

In 1900, Madison County Probate Judge
Stewart lived on a farm southwest of Huntsville,
south ofwhere the Merrimack mill was being built.
Since only a few farms occupied the area, there
were no schools in the region. Farmers wishing
to school their children had either to send them
away to boarding schools, or hire a private teacher
to instruct them at home. Judge Stewart hired a
young teacher named Annie Bradshaw to come to
his home each day and teach his children as well
as children from surrounding farms.

The City of Huntsville, anticipating the build-
ing of the new mill, had extended the streetcar
line to Spring Street, just north of the mill site.
Miss Bradshaw rode the streetcar to Spring Street
each morning and was picked up by one of the
Stewart boys in a buggy to cover the additional
distance to the farm. The school had fourteen
pupils, and operated for about seven months.

When the Joseph J. Bradley school opened in
1919, Mrs. J. B. Clopton was among the early
teachers. Mrs. Clopton was the former Miss Annie
Bradshaw of Judge Stewart’s home school.

Though a fine teacher, Mrs. Clopton became
best known for a unique hobby she conceived as
a child. Mrs. Clopton’s hobby was painting. What
made her hobby unique was the fact that she dis-
dained canvas or wood or other conventional
materials and painted instead on cobwebs.

The incredibly beautiful works brought Mrs.
Clopton international fame.

The paintings varied widely in size as well as
subject. There were portraits of family members,
landscapes, and nature studies. Some ofthe paint-
ings were small enough to be enclosed in a watch
case.

The work of Mrs. J. B. Clopton was shown at
the New York World’s Fair and the Pacific Na-
tional Exhibition in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. Two
of her paintings are on display at the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, D.C.

Examples of Mrs. Clopton’s gossamer-thin
creations can be seen locally at the Burritt Mu-
seum in Huntsville. n V.
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AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simplicity Plan

700 Winchester Road
Huntsville, Al
(256) 852-8500

815 Andrew Jackson Way
in Five Points

— Orleans 463 miles
Po BoysJu st aKound the corner

We are known for great food, great
folks and great prices!

Tues. - Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday
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General

Household
Directions
—-rom 1880

- If possible have the wash-
ing done on Monday, as there is
no more sure sign of a poor
housekeeper than to delay the
washing till the latter part of the
week.

- You can best purify water
by straining it through a sieve
or flowerpot, in which are
poured pounded charcoal and
fine sand.

- To keep a turkey in its pen,
clip the outer wing feathers at
the top -just one side.

- To wash your black silks -
warm some beer, add some
milk to it, then wash your silk

in this liquid, and it will give it a
fine color.

- Children should not be per-
mitted to use spices with their
food, to avoid acquiring a taste
for them.

- Apples should remain out
of doors in barrels till the
weather becomes too cold. Pick
them over occasionally, as one
defective apple may injure the
whole lot.

- When a cask of molasses
is bought, draw offa few quarts,
else the fermentation produced
by moving it will burst the cask.

- Soup should never be per-
mitted to remain in metal pots,
as families have sometimes been
severely poisoned in this way.

“Don’t go around saying the
world owes you a living. The
world owes you nothing - it
was here first.”

Mark Twain

I R.G. NAYMAN CO.

RGN

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

INCH

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust"

533-9016

YOUR FULL SERVICE FORD DEALERSHIP

539-9441

www.woodyandersonford.com

FFORESMYME

WIHSOMVANY NEAWEHCESARYT ICHT HESHES
VEMGT QAEEATRFHCIAMI-HSTRCHRBORIONG

mS FKFDAVEHNCRED

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Truck Shop

Monday-Friday 7:00am-6:00pm

206 FFDFR0 6y

Showroom Hours

Monday-Friday 8:30am-8:00pm


http://www.woodyandersonford.com
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Alabama Qoir\&Ptver Co-

Alabama C °*n ” S>lver C.°* would lilce to invite

you to visitour new showroom located at $ 14*£>0b
W allace Avenue locatedjust astof Memorial
Y arlcway with agrand opening in November with
ourusual low prices on 200% (J-5 *M ,nt coin sets
in both f*roofand (Uncirculated formats. ~]~he
200" one troy ounce American 5 >ver F agle
Dollars are also available atjust $10.JJ each while

supplies last. Callus at”™ 6-07.62. 11A M to /P M -
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The Grand Shine

Dry Cleaners

One of Huntsville’s unique attractions in the
late 1940s was, believe it or not, a dry cleaning
establishment. Owned by a Mr. Johnson, the
Grand Shine Dry Cleaners offered on the spot
dry cleaning and pressing for the individual with
abusy schedule.

Unfortunately, many of his clients were
farmers who only owned one suit, and it was
the one they wore to town to do their shop-
ping. Many of these farmers wanted to have
their suit cleaned while in town, but, not hav-
ing another change of clothes, were forced to
hide in the restroom while the employees hast-
ily dry cleaned the suit.

In an effort to rectify the problem, Mr.
Johnson acquired a large barrel which he
placed in the front lobby of his establishment.
The front of the barrel was fitted with a hinged
door allowing customers to enter, where they
could remove their clothes and wait for them
to be cleaned.It also gave the customers a
chance to converse with other people who had
business in the shop.

The price was 50 cents a suit, or 65 cents
if you used the barrel.

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom'’s personal needs”

CARE, COMFORT and the
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Wife Tiirns In Murderer After

Seventeen Years
from 1900 newspaper

Sheriff Oscar Fulgham has gone to Paris, Texas to
bring Jas. H. O’'Connor to Huntsville. O’Connor is the Ne-
gro man who killed policeman Bill Street during the fair
here 17 years ago.

He went out to Texas after making his escape and mar-
ried. Some years ago he confided everything he knew in
her, and they lived together happily until recently, when they
fell out and he beat her considerably. To get revenge she
went and told the sheriff that her husband had killed a po-
liceman in Huntsville about 17 years ago, by the name of
Bill Street. The Sheriff at once telegraphed Sheriff Fulgham

Some of the older citizens will recall that when Police-
man Street was murdered, two men were implicated in the
crime, one making his escape and the other man was
lynched on the courthouse square.

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.
B-

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
Business 256/883-6600

Fax 256/883-6650
stevecappaert@knology.net

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate
651-7517 Mobile

| am confident of her care”
License: 09011 ~

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have

established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

QUALI IY OF LIFE they deserve.
These principles are the heart of the
Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply,

we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we
can help put your mind at ease.

A S S I S T E

hearthstone)

ASSISTED LIVING
at f/iyrdt /prings
8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062

www.hearthstoneassisted.com

L I Vv I N


http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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The Professor
and the Minstrel

by Jon Jackson

Their relationship lasted for almost two
years and from the beginning the profes-
sor and the band director were at odds.
Both realized that their people were strang-
ers in an often hostile land. And both saw
the freedom of their people as a good of
the highest order. Yet each saw this good
differently.

William Hooper Councill was born a
slave and lived in a time when his people
were hated. They were blamed for a war
they didnt start and whites often vented
their anger on them. Often they were dragged
from their beds in the middle of the night,
whipped and worse before being let go.
Other times they were blamed for crimes
they didnt commit or accused of things that
would never be considered crimes if whites
had done them. And when they went to trial
for these crimes, they found that they often
did not have a chance in the courts.

Education came hard to Councill. He
went to a school in Scottsboro run by Quak-
ers for three years. Often working long
hours to pay for the little formal education
he had, he later said “l have washed an
only shirt and then sat in the shade of a
tree while it dried. 1 wore a pair of Yankee
drawers for pants for a whole winter. 1 wore

Home Cooking the Way
You Remember it!

Breakfast Anytime!

Special Sunday Dinners

Lunch Specials Daily!

Sat & Sun 6am - 2:30pm
Open Mon-Fri 5am - 2:30pm

Meones

11243 So. Mem. Pkwy - 882-9073

(Next door to King’s Inn)

Pine Crest Estate

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

“Tb Provide a better
quality of lifefor
persons with ~
dementia.”

Secure home-style environment.
Family-owned to serve family needs.

Serving Huntsville since 1995 - State Licensed

582 Shields - Huntsville, Alabama 35811
256-851-9161

Darryl Goldman
Storyteller

Telling the Stories ot
Old Huntsville, AL

WthJ.K. Huggs
(Worlds Oldest Living Rabbit)

Darryl puts his own spin on John Hunt's

struggle with the rattle snakes, Davy

Crockett in the neighborhood, and Leroy

Pope's politics in early “Twickenham.” Hear

stories of Huntsville’s first car, chaos caused by a “master hypnotist”, and
the “Wild Man ofdie Mountain.” The stories are sometimes hilarious,
sometimes sad, but always informative. You'll find yourself laughing out
loud with a lump in your throat.

A retired US Army Chaplain and Presbyterian minister, Darryl has told
stories throughout the US and overseas. His friendly, but impertinent
rabbit puppet, J.K. Huggs, usually has a less-than-reliable tale or two of
his own.

No remuneration requested for retirement communities, assisted living,
libraries and schools. Contact Darryl at (256) 520-1771 or
darrylgoldman@kw.com.


mailto:darrylgoldman@kw.com

low cut shoes in winter without
socks. When a boy, | never had
an undershirt nor dreamed of
an overcoat... God forbid that
anybody white or black, should
ever be forced to battle against
such odds.”

But when locals found out
about the missionaries efforts
they threatened to burn them
out. So it was that the future
professor was forced to flee to
Huntsville.

Having seen that whites out
numbered them and had the full
force oftheir government behind
them, he understood that rebel-
lion was not an option. So
Councill decided that education,
in a way beneficial to
whites, was better and
founded the Huntsville
State Normal School for
Negroes. Yet even this
was hard as the state
gave only a meager allow-
ance for Councill’s
school and constantly
threatened to cut even
that. So besides learning
skills to make them valu-
able to the community,
the students needed to
admire white culture as
well. In their small en-
clave the professor in-
sisted the band director
teach only European
music. Strains of “even
the most inferior clas-

sics” came from the
school’s band. But as his
people’s music lan-

guished, the band direc-

IStuntsuiflc 83

—quipment

tor became determined to show
the whole world its beauty.
William Christopher Handy
was born to a family that, while
strapped for cash (as were most
at the time) was one of the more
prominent black families of
North Alabama. At an early age
he fell under the spell of his
people’s music but his father
forbid him to play Yet his love
for music drove him to work
hard and buy his first guitar at
an early age, which his father
promptly made him return. But
then his father relented and paid
to give his son organ lessons.
Handy’s greatest musical in-
fluence was his teacher, Y. A.
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Wallace, a graduate of Fisk Uni-
versity. While Wallace did not
approve of Handy’s ambition to
become a musician, he did have
a passion for vocal music.
From the time Handy entered
the Florence District School for
Negroes, Wallace taught the stu-
dents the rudiment of music to
the point where Handy began to
hear music in the sounds
around him. It was Handy’s fa-
vorite part of school.

Although slated to become a
teacher, Handy felt the call of
music and began playing with
local bands. Soon he gravitated
to Birmingham where he played
in several bands. From there he

our hands tell the story...

You can count on Meridian Arts to beautifully
hand-carve your frame, to hand-apply gold leaf
to create a stunning gilded frame, or to carefully
restore your treasured art or frame to its original
brilliance. And we also offer a wide variety of
frame mouldings and mats, as well as custom
decorated mats to meet all your framing needs.

We depend on our hands to turn the "everyday"
into art. You can depend on our hands too.

305-A Jefferson St.
(256)534-7475
www. MeridianArts. net

“There’s Art in Everything We Do”

Call Sue Ann Childers 520-1334

Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System
Service & Installation.

0-1642

ur Emergency Service
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and some fellow musicians went
to Chicago to sing in the World’s
Fair, only to find that it had been
delayed a year. After a stretch
as an itinerate musician Handy
found himself in a minstrel
band called Mahara’s Minstrels.
Soon the band went on tour,
eventually ending up in Hunts-
ville. Tired of traveling and his
new bride expecting their first
child, Handy quit the band in
about 1899 and returned to his
hometown of Florence. There he
was contacted by Councill to
come to what was now the Ala-
bama Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College and be their band
director.

But from the beginning there
was tension between the men.
Councill believed that blacks
had to survive in an often hos-
tile world and thatjobs that pro-
moted the perception of blacks
as idle wastrels, such as mu-
sic, should be avoided. Handy,
though, saw nothing wrong with
the life of a musician. For al-

Too Many
Errands?

Just can't find the time to juggle
your busy schedule to go shopping?

We’re here to assist you!
The Silver Fox Grocery Box was
designed for the elderly and
homebound. Custom Boxes available.
S&H depends on destinatior

Dorm Boxes
Available For

Only $24.95

The Silver Fox Grocery Box is
filled with healthy delicious meals, along
with other foods, snacks, cereals, veg-
etables. fruits and healthy beverages.

1-866-523-3180

www.feed-my-sheep.com

most two years he went along
with Councill’s demands, teach-
ing the school band European
classics. As Handy later re-
counted in Father of the Blues:
“In this school, like many oth-
ers, there seemed to be an un-
written law against American
music and any inferior song of
foreign origin was considered
‘classical™.

A showdown was inevitable.

While preparing for a con-
cert Handy had had enough and
was determined to show
Councill that the music written
and played by blacks was every
bit as good as, if not better than,
the stuffy classical music played
so faithfully by Handy and the
school band. At the time Rag-
time was in its heyday and
Handy took My Ragtime Baby,
a number written by a black
composer from Detroit, Fred
Stone, and inserted this “high
stepper” into the program un-
der the name of Greeting to
Toussaint LOuverture.

The trick worked. “The stu-
dent couldnt sit still nor could
the teachers. The president him-
self patted his feet. At the con-
clusion he remarked, My, my,
what a delightful program. Mr.
Handy is the best band teacher
weVe had since the days of Mr.

Still. Let’s have Greetings to
Toussaint LOuverture once
more.” | was only to happy to
comply with this request, but ex-
plained how | had tricked them
and made them appreciate the
potentialities of ragtime by giv-

Grateful Life

Community Church

Benefit for Big Easy
raised $2,600!!
Thanks. Huntsville!

Events in October
Fridays - Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2
(7-10 PM) - Rick Jobe, Joshua
Cook, & Keith McCleod
(Jazz and Rock)

Wednesdays - Taize Prayer
Time -5 pm

I Sundays:
Bible Study: 9:15am
Food & Fellowship: 10:30am
Blended Worship:

Jubilatte Coffeehouse!
Live music, Coffee,
desserts and fellowshii

Pastor Rick Jobe
479-2263 or 512-5662

812 Wellman in 5 Points
(4 doors from Thai Garden)

1lam

Aame

"ardent

515 “pluifeau SW w

881-7881

.com
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ingitahigh-sounding name.”

Handy later recounted that it was easy to
see in hindsight that from the time he began to
seriously fight for African American music he
was on his way out of Alabama A&M. After the
concert Councill assigned Handy to take in-
ventory of the school, a job Handy felt beneath
him, especially since he had made a financial
sacrifice to stay at A&M on a teachers pay
Handy rein an ad in the Indianapolis Freeman
looking for a job as a musician. Soon he was
flooded with offers from around the nation,
most for many times his salary at the school.
Seeing the flood of mail Councill delivered a
chapel lecture on the evils of minstrel bands
and invited the entire faculty to step up and
condemn the music. All did so except Handy
who defended the way of life he loved so well.
In conclusion Handy asked, “If morning stars
sing together who shall say that minstrel men
may not lead parades through pearly gates and
up streets of gold?” The entire chapel stood
and applauded. Faculty and students congratu-
lated him. All except Councill, who stood apart.

“He looked disappointed and sad. Suddenly
I lost my bitterness. | had no further wish to
show up those who had derided the minstrels.
| found no pleasure in adding to the burdens
of a lonely man who was trying so hard to
keep his school going.”

But keep it going he did. Today Alabama
Agricultural and Mechanical University is one
of the largest and oldest traditionally black uni-
versities in the nation. William Hooper
Councill’s legacy lives on in the thousands of
students who have gone on to successful ca-
reers in every walk of life.

And the minstrel? William Christopher
Handy, better know as W. C.
Handy, is today known as the
father of the blues, one of the
most influential forms of mu-
sic in history.

Don’t worry about avoiding
temptation - as you get older,
it will avoid you.

Winston Churchill

Mrs. Ford

House Cleaning
You deserve to
Pamper yourself!
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4.25%

A wkMie
for a 12-month term FTm*

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
FDIC INSURED. NO ANNUAL FEES.

Security, Interest rates consistently among the

highest in the nation." Call today - other CD

terms are available, along with other high rate

banking products, including Money Market

Accounts and High-Yield Savings. All from <i,
MetLife Bank ...a company you know and

256-468-9522

Jay Dryden

Dryden, Bound and Associates
100 Washington St Suite 100
Huntsville, Al 35801

MetLife

have you met life today?
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Bowman Law Firm, LLC

Gene Bowman, LL.M., J.D., CPA

200 Randolph Avenue, Suite 203
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Tel: (256) 539-9850 Fax: (256)536-1189

Email: gene@bowmanlawfirm.net
Please visit my website at: bowmanlawflrm.net

Business & Individual Taxes
Wills, Trusts, Estates, Divorce, Family Law
Business & Corporation Law

*No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of

694-1301

legal services performed by other lawyers,
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Captain
Gurley
and the

Turncoat

The year was 1914 and the
Civil War had been amemory for
almost a half century. Anew and
terrible war had just started m
Europe and by its conclusion
millionswould be dead and many
more millions would be left in
desolation with no hope.

In Alabama, Capt. Frank
Gurley, the stouthearted
Confederate veteran, was in the
twilight of his days. A hero and
defender of Huntsville and
North Alabama, Gurley had
tried to live a peaceful existence
since those long ago days when
he had pledged his honor and
life to the Confederate Sates of
America.

As Captain of the 4th Ala-

“The patient refused an
autopsy.”

Seen on B’ham hospital chart

Medicare Supplement

Available on Disability
or Age 65 and up.
$72-$160 monthly

For More Information

(256) 859-74771

or Toll Free (Alabama Only)

1.688-622-1049

bama Cavalry, he kept in touch
with the remaining men who
had fought beside him against
the northern aggressors. Gurley
felt it his duty to represent these
men and do for them all he could
in matters pertinent to them.

In the fall of 1914 it was
brought to his attention that one
D.B.E Whitaker was on the pen-
sion rolls of the State of Ala-
bama Pension Bureau for the
relief of Confederate soldiers
and sailors. Whitaker was listed
on the pension rolls as a pri-
vate in Company D of the 49th
Alabama Regiment.

Certainly a commonplace oc-
currence for a surviving veteran
of the Confederacy.

The only problem with
Whitaker’s name on the pension
rolls was the fact that he was
also on the pension rolls of the
United States of America as hav-
ing served as a Yankee soldier!

In his application for pension
relief from the State of Alabama,
Whitaker stated that he was an
enlisted private from March 10,
1864 until July 3, 1865. Capt.
Gurley knew from his men that

MOLD
CAN MAKE

Whitaker had only served in the
Confederate Army a short time
and then had deserted to join
the Union Army, and now, nearly
fifty years later, Whitaker was

PATIA 1
AGENCY ﬁk

Professional Academy
of Modeling & Acting

i n
Ages 4 and up J

Workshops
Callfordetails™”

Jdm

Z |
(256) 536-5200

708 AndrewJackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35801
WWW:pamaagency.com /t

T~ |

IN YOUR HOME

YOU SICK

Protect the Health
of Your Family

“Studies Show That 100% of Chronic
Sinus Infections Are Due To Mold.”

USA Weekend -1999

Call for more information and an

important home inspection

ENVIROSAFE

256-704-4570

For Valuable information, visit us ai

www.uglymold.com
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drawing a pension from both
sides of the conflict!

This was an affront to every
brave soul that had fought and
sacrificed everything for the
Rebel cause.

Gurley would not stand by
and let such an injustice con-
tinue. The wounds of the Civil
War were deep and the people
of North Alabama had suffered
enough without having to endure
the indignity of giving a turncoat
a pension.

On October 31, 1914, Frank
Gurley wrote to the Pension Bu-
reau in Montgomery revealing all
he knew about the Rebel trai-
tor. Three days later Whitaker
was sent notice that he had been
charged as ineligible to a pen-
sion because he was a deserter
from the Confederacy and was
drawing a Union pension.
Whitaker was given twenty days
to respond and defend himself.
If he failed to respond to the

Large Selection of imported
Beers & Wine. Also Kegs!
DVD’S, Videos & Magazines
For Sale

Your Neighborhood Beverage Store

805 Wellman Ave.
536-8751

Open Daily

"Where Bowling is Family Fun™

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1

charges, it would be taken as an
admission ofguiltand loss ofpen-
sion.

D.B.F. Whitaker never re-
sponded to these charges, was
dropped from the rolls and
never heard from again.

In some small way Capt.

We can simi
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Frank Gurley, C.S.A. had come
again to the defense of Hunts-
ville and North Alabama. He
had restored to his native land
its honor and dignity and driven
out the Yankee invader from his
home.

four life

by consolidating au your insurance and
financial planning under die umbrella of the
J. Smith Lanier & Co.family ofworld
respected carriers. One companyfor all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesnt that sound good?

\

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Call for an analysis or quote.

206 Exchange Place = PO. Box 608? < Huntsville, AL 35824 = 256-890-9000

A Smoke-Free Facility!
Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
%Group Rates $rro Shop
%Bowling Instruction Available

% Youth & Seniors Programs

256-539-2/8%

Bowling Center In Huntsville

9SE B-I

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW
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Huntsville News
From 1911

-Alocal woman has asserted that for months
she had been abused and threatened by her hus-
band. Mrs. Ethel Olsen, formerly of England, and
later of Huntsville, sent a pistol bullet at her hus-
band in a crowded street near the courthouse here
late Sunday, missed him and powder-burned a
passerby. She declares she fired to protect her face
from a dash of muriatic acid which she charges
her husband was preparing to cast at her. She was
arrested and charged with assault with intent of
murder. She tells a story of her husband’s alleged
cruel treatment of her and their children.

- Mayor R. Earle Smith stated today that no
whiskey shall be sold in Huntsville while he is
mayor. He stated that a few bottles may occasion-
ally change hands but that there
will be no general or even
restricted sale, and that the law
shall be enforced as itappears on
the statute books.

- For sale - genuine O.I.C.
brood hogs and pigs, just the
thing for quick money and best
meat producers. Address Bruce
Morring, Ryland, Al or phone
522 Ring 2.

- The prettiest gasoline table
lamp in the world is sold here

Plumbing Supplies L[(

- For rent - The Alberta Taylor residence on
McClung Street. The house is handsomely furnished
& possession can be at once. Apply to Mrs. E. Ezell

-West Holmes street concrete bridge is nearing
completion. Its opening to public travel has already
relieved the West Clinton St. congestion.

- The Jabber-Jabber Club meets on Tuesday
evening with Miss Lula Lockerd on Meridian Street.

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Ask About New Term Policies
That Pay Your Premiums Back
If You Don’t Die.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256) 519-6955

Spacious Showroom with
Knowledgeble Staff To Serve You

fT Vi

h

by Harrison Bros., 214 Wash-
ington St. You can carry it from
room to room wil you, it is abso-
lutely safe.

Budget Buddy

Cleaning Service

Professional Cleaning,
Affordable Rates
Offices, Apartments,
Homes,

Realty Properties
Move-Outs,

Weekly &

Bi Monthly

(256) 325-7641

Becki Geiger (owner)
Realtors / Brokers Welcomel!

Quality Door »
Cabinet Hardware
Pipe & Valve fittings stocked
Kitchen & Bath Hardware
Unique Sinks & Faucets

Quality Fixtures & Hardware
Rinnai - Schlage - Bain Ultra
Toto - Rohl - Baldwin
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Your Bicentennial Book Headquarters

fiQJECT PAPERCLIP

and tbm Cold Wax

Project Paperclip
German Scientists and The Cold War The Real Space Cowboys

by Clarence Lasby - 16.95 by Ed Buckbee with Wally
Schirra - with CD! - 29.95

By Delbert Reed

Paul “Bear” Bryant - What Made Him A Winner,
by Delbert Reed - $29.95

Tales of Huntsville Caves

Glimpses into Antebellum Homes byWilliam Varnedoe - 12.95

by Frances Roberts - 17.45

m]ﬁ: Mudiwn Stinli  jH 11
Long Ago In Madison County
by Allie Kenney & Sarah Fisk
Lost Writings of Howard 12.95
The Man Called Gurley Weeden
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i
17.95 Linda Wright Riley - 22.95 by Robert Schuffert

27.95
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Huntsville’s History

Specializing in Books of
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2362 Whiteshurg Dr. Huntsville, Al (256) 536-1604 shavers @mindspring.com
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Memories

by Johnny Johnston

Since my last story appeared we have lost some of
the people who made Lincoln so unique and differ-
ent. In one of my stories | mentioned Mr. Roy Jacks
who ran a grocery store in Lincoln Village. Mr. Jacks
passed away last week at the age of 99. Mr. Jacks was
widely known in the village as a person you could
turn to for help during the Depression of the 30’ and
the period of World War Il. He was known to trust his
customers for long periods of time to pay for the
groceries he allowed them to take home on the credit.
Any customer of Roy Jacks Grocery did not go hun-
gry so long as there was a can of beans in his store.
Alvin Sons, the Grider boys and others were called
on to deliver groceries for him in exchange for badly
needed pocket change.

Another dear friend was Peggy Towery, a classsmate
of the 1955 Butler graduating class. Peggy grew up in
the Lincoln Village, ‘just behind the Lincoln Church
as she put it,” playing games on Rison Street” such as
kick the can, tag and other outside games we all
played. Peggy was proud of her music training from
The Legend teacher Georgette Graham and the sing-
ing group including her, Betty
Rankhorn Cunningham, Margie
Cobb and Barbara Pollard. They
called the group the Rebellettes
and sang all ever over the city.
Peggy came by Mullins on Mon-
day morning June 13, just to say
goodbye to the Butler people who
always have breakfast there. This
was the last time any of us ever
saw her

| attended a Memorial Service
for Curtis “Babo” Stephens.
Curtis was born while the family

It's European!

964 Airport Road *880-9920

Tony Balch

Agent

The Balch Insurance Agency
Auto - Home - Life - Business

614 Madison St., Suite 2, Huntsville, Al 35801

Bus: 256-427-6868 - Fax:256-489-2315
abalch @farmersagent.com
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Daily Lunch Specials

r a. Cr S “Friendly Faces - Good Food - Good Drinks”
Under The Square - 110 Southside Square - 534-6116
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lived on Green Mountain after the Lin-
coln Mill closed. His family moved back
to Lincoln where he was raised. Curtis
attended Lincoln School and was very
much one of the people who had Lin-
coln Pride. He was a member ofa very
well known Lincoln Family. His Mother
and Father both worked at the Lincoln
Mills until it closed. His brothers
Norman and Vernon were already mem-
bers ofthe Huntsville Police Force when
Curtisjoined. Norman and Vernon be-
gan singing on live radio (WFUN) in the
1940’. Norman went on to sing pro-
fessionally with a recording contract
with Capital Records and was a very
successful songwriter. Blayne Stephens,
Norman’s daughter, sang at the memo-
rial service with a resounding, fantas-
tic voice. I guess singingruns in the fam-
ily. The memorial service was one to re-
member especially the police memorial
service, attendance ofso many law en-
forcement people, and the support for
the family given by a completely full au-
ditorium.

At the Lincoln reunion I found six
people who lived within 3 houses of
us either on Maple St. or Abingdon
Ave. from 1942 until 1949. They re-
minded me of things we did in the
neighborhood, which I had forgotten.
The softball games in the middle of
Maple Street were a big attraction at

" LEE'S MAGIC *°
; TUNNEL = *
* CARWASH *

S. Parkway - Across From
Huntsville Times

Old Huntsville Page 57

the time. Occasionally the ball might roll into a yard causing
concern. No one could afford to replace a glass window.
Across Meridian Street lived the Superintendent of the Lin-
coln Mills, Mr. Peeler. Arock wall stretched down the front of
his resident from Abingdon to way past the Lincoln Ballpark
and all the way to the Creek, that being the Huntsville City Lim-

Need Someone
to talk to your Club?

Long time Huntsville native and regular writer
for Old Huntsville, Johnny Johnston will be glad to
speak before your group about Huntsville, the
way it used to be. There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded speaker whose talks
about Huntsville's history are guaranteed to keep
the audience enthralled.

Sponsored by Old Huntsville, Inc.
Call Johnny Johnston at (256) 656-9575
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* Free Design & Decorating Advice
* Insurance Claims
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Quick, professional job completion
Courteous, friendly work crew

Financing and home warranty available!

Insured - References

Call Nelson Chatelain for your
free no obligation estimates!

nelson.chatelain@comcast.net - fax: (256) 880-3017

Our Service & Prices Won'’t Be Beat!
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its at the time. The Wall was the
focal point of society during the
40’ and 50%. I had notbeen able
to find a picture of that wall until
this reunion. There itwas in black
and white exactly what I wanted.
The Wall was the place where you
went in the afternoon to stand
under those tall, cool trees to meet
friends and talk about your favor-
ite movie, favorite song or maybe
the latest piece of chrome on that
new DeSoto. I learned a lotabout
life, at this wall talking to older
friends, sibling’ friends or just
listening, which iswhat I did best.

Just today I learned a little
more about characters at Lin-
coln. One young guy had a thing
for climbing. On a regular ba-
sis he would climb the water
tower, just offthe playground, and
justsiton top ofthe tank for hours
and hours. His nickname was
Sheepie. Sheepie would also go to
the gates of Lincoln School and
just lay down. No one seemed to

320 Church Street
Historic Huntsville Depot
256-536-3303

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORES

A Model Railroaders Paradise

One of the most unique
stores in the
Tennessee Valley

Huge selection oftrains and
supplies for Christmas

bother him while he spent the
morning or afternoon just lying
there or hanging out at the top of
the Water Tower.

Another memory is that of a
young boy with no legs who trav-
eled throughout the city in his
little red wagon with the cush-
ions. He had a very strong per-
sonality, was totally independent
and earned his living by selling
papers. He traveled in and out
of the buildings downtown on
his wagon, in and out ofelevators,
and sold enough papers to make
his living.

There was also another man
who we will call “Billy” that was
somewhat slow Billy wore a cow-
boy outfit most of the time com-
plete with a pair of toy guns. He
attended church regularly and
had a lot of friends. The rooming
house where he lived was left
without a manager for a time and
he was kicked out. He had enough
friends including Betty and
Tillman Hill to get him furniture
and a place to live.

Things were different and
much more difficult for under-
privileged people back then. There
was no presence of Government
or other charitable help. Individu-
als chipped in or such people
stayed on the street. For the most
part they were on their own. They
handled each situation the best
they could. There was simply no
big brother to run to. Ifyou had
special problems you handled

them at home or on the street.
Things have certainly changed
since those days.

“A clear conscience is
usually the
sign of a bad memory.”

Delores Adams, mother

- cutflow&M -

256.533.3050
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HUNTSVILLE. AL 35801
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Father
Abraham

by David Chamberlain

The American Civil War lit-
erally pitted brother against
brother, friend against friend—
the entire nation was divided,
not just along geographical
lines. Even in this conflict’s most
famous First Family, this rift
existed. Until not long ago, its
connection to Huntsville re-
mained officially unrecognized.

Mary Todd Lincoln, wife of
President Abraham Lincoln,
had a brother who was a resi-
dent of Huntsville. In addition,
he was a soldier in the Confed-
erate army. His name was David
Todd. The inhabitants of the
White House were truly a house

divided against itself.

A few years ago, it was dis-
covered that he was buried in
Maple Hill, with no marker to
denote his grave. This was cor-
rected in 2003 with the place-
ment of a headstone there, dur-
ing that year’s Cemetery Stroll.
This ceremony produced the fol-
lowing episode.

The dedication was the high-
light of that year’s event, taking
place at the end of the day’s fes-
tivities. His story was made
public; a wreath was placed on
the grave.

There was also music by a
local reenactor group, The Olde
Towne Brass. On this particu-
lar day, the band was dressed
in outfits of homespun Confed-
erate gray.

Their repertoire included
martial music, used to rally
troops in battle, as well as
popular period pieces. One tune

Old Huntsville Page 59

Sunroofs, Garages
Decks and More

Licensed and Insured

Do you know these eight sergeants who enlisted from Huntsville in 1942? The first person correctly
identifying all eight wins a free subscription to Old Huntsville Magazine. Any additional information about
them would be appreciated. Call Old Huntsville at 534-0502 or email oldhuntsville@knology.net
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in particular caught my atten-
tion that day, providing the mu-
sical centerpiece, and inspira-
tion for this narrative.

As part of the ceremony, there
was a gentleman portraying
President Abraham Lincoln. He
bore an uncanny resemblance,
including the trademark stove-
pipe hat, beard, and other ap-
parel.

During the musical portion
of the observance, | found my-
self standing next to "Father
Abraham?”, as the slaves he
emancipated and others to
whom he was beloved called
him.

Suddenly, in tribute, The
Olde Towne Brass, in their
Rebel regalia, broke into the fa-
miliar strains of Hail to the
Chief, performing the original
vintage version. When the last
notes faded away, | turned to
“President Lincoln” and re-
marked: “l would bet anything
this is the first time that has
ever happened!”

Nonplused, assuming his
full height and the well-known

eloquence of his role, he turned
to me, replying: “Yes, sir, but the
states are now united...”

“My wife made me join a
bridge club. |jump off next
Tuesday.”

Rodney Dangerfield

life

Professional Paint
& Handyman Services

“No Job too Tall or too Small!”

Sheetrock- Textured Ceilings
Interior & Exterior Painting
& Carpentry

Jeff Musto (256) 420-6966
Jesse Turner (256) 683-0740

* Bennett Nurseries

Just Arrived - Belgian Mums!

At Bennett Nurseries, you'll find a relaxing, park-like
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and
jshments are served. Please shop with us today.

7002 Memorial Parkway N.

Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Commercilal Real Estate For Lease

Available Soon

Millsaps PlazaH

Office/Retail - 704 Humes Avenue

(just behind Cunningham’s Wicker and Rattan at 712 Andrew Jackson Way)

Approximately 3500 total square feet of office or retail space. May be divided
into up to three units of approximately 1150 square feet.
Brand new metal building with brick facade.

Finished - $10 square foot - Unfinished - $7 square foot

Contact Lynne Berry - 534-1010

Expected occupancy January 1,2006



Feeding
The Kids

The Great Depression was
devastating for Huntsville and
Madison County. Times were hard
and jobs were scarce. Many
people, with no other way to sup-
port their families, began manu-
facturing illicit whiskey.

Sheriff Frank Riddick had
received several tips about a
moonshiner by the name of
Tyler Moore making whiskey out
on Hurricane Creek. When he
went to check it out, sure
enough, there was Moore fixing
to run off another batch.

Mr. Riddick knew that Moore
had a large family and would
be in dire financial straits with-
out the money from that whis-
key, but he had no choice but to
make the arrest.

Tyler appeared in court and
was sentenced to six months.
Sheriff Riddick, feeling sorry for
Moore’s children, began stopping
by their home every week or so
to carry them groceries and to
loan them money.

Six months wentby and Tyler
was released. Unfortunately, he
went back to his old livelihood
and was promptly arrested and

Cunningham?’s

Wicker & Rattan Furniture

r\

Beautiful
Lamps

starting

at only =
$20.00! I

Large variety of Scratch & Dent
Pieces! You Must See These!

710 Andrew Jackson
(256) 536-3071

sentenced again, this time for an-
other six months.

Again, Sheriff Riddick pro-
vided food and clothing for the
children while their father was
in jail.

Another six months went by
and Moore was released. Less
than a month later, the sheriffre-
ceived another tip and found Tyler
back at his still working on an-

N
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other batch.

The following week, Moore
appeared in court and was again
found guilty. The judge was
about to announce the sentence
when Sheriff Riddick spoke up
and said, “Your Honor, could
you make it thirty days this
time? | dont think | can afford
all those kids for another six
months.”
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Taking The Time To Promote Good Health
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Huntsville, Al
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Across From
South Parkway Lowes
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of other items!

10095 So. Memorial Parkway

Huntsville, Alabama
(256) 880-9111
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Huntsville Laws
From 1860

*No fireworks were allowed in the city in 1860
without the consent of the mayor, who specified
when and where they were to be exhibited.

*Aperson was permitted to burn out a stove
pipe or chimney flue only when the roof was
wet from rain or covered with snow.

*Afine of from $50 to $ 10 was assessed upon
any individual who carried an unguarded candle
or lamp into a stable, or who kept ashes in
barrels, boxes or wooden vessel of any kind.
The punishment to a slave in case of such vio-
lation was “any number of stripes, not exceed-
ing 39, at the discretion ofthe mayor.”

*Ifan individual failed to obey an order ofthe
mayor, as head ofthe fire department, the fine was
$20.

*All persons attending a fire, and notamem-
ber of any company, were required to assist the
firemen, if called upon, or pay a fine of $ 10.

*The community bell, a vital factor in the life
of the community back in those
days, was rung by the police every
two hours. This was one of their
standing duties, and could not be
overlooked under penalty.

*Water rates were based on the
assessed valuation of property.
The owner of a dwelling house
valued at $ 1,500 or under, $5 per
year; $4,000 and over, $10; not
more than $8,000, $12.50; more
than $8,000, $15.

*1twas against the law to bathe
in the Big Spring between the
hours of 4 am and 10 pm.

820 Wellman Ave.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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| ewter's Haraware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

AHardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



XB e life uw? simple

In 1941, while the world was at war, the War Department announced plans to build
a $41.2 million chemical warfare plant and a $6 million ordnance plant in Huntsville.
Thousands of wives and mothers worked on the shell assembly lines while waiting
anxiously for their loved ones to return home.

The same year a Soldiers Service Center opened in downtown Huntsville with over

400 soldiers attending the first day. The donuts and coffee were a welcome relief for
soldiers wanting a taste of home.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service: 7 Pratt Ave. ne
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