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History And Stories of the Tennessee Valley

Also in this issue:

Murder

on the
Kelly
Plantation

Suddenly, almost as if in
a re-run from some horror
movie, people began retching
and clutching their chests as
they gasped for air. Within
minutes fifteen people,
including two of the doctors,
were seriously ill. Although
they all eventually recovered,
there was no doubt about the
cause - arsenic poisoning.

The Legend of Devil Monroe Evans
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Murder
on the Kelly
Plantation

The spring of 1897 was a time
of hope for the residents of the
Tennessee Valley. The winter had
been unusually harsh, withice and
snow covering the fields, confin-
ing people to their homes for days
at a time and making travel diffi-
cult. Now, as warm weather be-
gan to slowly settle over the Valley
with its gentle rain bringing life to
the barren fields, people began to
look forward to a prosperous new
year.
For the family of Major J.
O. Kelly, however, it was not a
time of hope - it was a time of
unmistakable horror.

The Kelly family was a well
known and respected family in
Madison County, having moved
here from Brunswick County in
Virginia around 1820. In 1853
J.O. Kelly purchased six hun-
dred acres located about fourteen
miles northwest of Huntsville.
Within a short time the family had
built a prosperous plantation,
owning numerous slaves who
worked in the vast cotton fields
and the house. Later, as the fami-
ly’'swealth increased, they added
to their holdings by opening a
store, a cotton gin and a black-

smith shop.

The Civil War was traumatic
for the family. J.0O. Kelly enlisted
in the Confederate Army where
he was promoted to the rank of
Major and saw action in many
of the bloodiest campaigns of
the war. His wife Sally struggled
to manage the plantation against
ever-increasing hardships. There
was no market for the cotton and
their home was occupied by Fed-
eral troops.

J.O. Kelly returned from the
war to a devastated Southland.
Much of Madison County laid
in ruins and the cotton fields
which had provided wealth were
now barren with no one to work
them.

As word of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation spread
throughout the South, the slaves
had simply walked off of the
plantations, not knowing where
theywere going, just hoping for a
better life. In Huntsville alone tens
of thousands of Federal rations
were distributed to the newly-
freed slaves to prevent starvation.

Slowly the ex-slaves began re-
turning to the plantations. Free or
slave, it didn't make any differ-
ence to someone who just wanted
a place to live and something to
eat.

Many historians have argued
that, ironically, freeing the slaves
actually proved ablessing in dis-
guise for the people who de-
pended on their labor. Whereas
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before the war, a cotton grower
could expect to pay a thousand
dollars for agood field hand - now
that same hand could be hired for
a few dollars a month. Also, the
employer no longer had to provide
clothing, doctors or the thousand
other things an owner would
worry about.

If the hand did not work out,
he could be easily replaced from
among the hundreds of ex-
slaves thronging the roads in
search of work. Needless to say,
there was undoubtedly much hid-
den bitterness against the white
plantation owners who were
once again their masters.

The Kelly family, like most
other white people in the Ten-
nessee Valley, remained loyal to
the ideas of the Old South.
Whether free or hired, the black
employees were still servants.
An indication of the prevailing
sentiment can be ascertained
from the fact that J.0. Kelly
wanted to name the community
‘Jefferson Davis” in honor of the
Confederate president. According
to legend, Federal officials resisted
the idea, saying the name was too
long. Perhaps as a compromise
the community was instead

“l wish my brother would
learn a trade, so | would
know what kind of work he’s
out of.”

Jim Stafford, Athens

named ‘Jeff”, the name it still
goes by today.

It was against this back drop
that the Kelly family sat down to
dinner on March 6, 1897. From
all accounts the dinner was a
pleasant affair, with J.O. Kelly, his
wife and an employee who
worked at the store across the
road, Oakly Woodard, lingering
around the table afterwards to
drink a cup of coffee. Suddenly
as Kelly got up to leave the table
he was seized by spasms of pain
in his chest and stomach. His face
began turning pasty white as he
struggled to breath.

As Sally Kelly got up to help
her husband, she too was seized
by the same symptoms. Minutes
later Oakly Woodard was also
gasping for breath as he fought
against horrible pains that
seemed to be tearing at his
stomach.

Other members of the fam-
ily rushed to their aid but there
was little they could do. A doc-
tor was sent for but before he
could arrive even more horrible
events began to unfold. Seven
Negro field hands were experi-
encing the same symptoms and
were also seriously ill, fighting
for their lives.

When Dr. William Pettus ar-
rived, a quick examination of the
patients was enough to make him
realize he needed more help. Dr.
Thomas Dryer, from Huntsville,
and two doctors from Madison
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were sent for. Although there was
little the doctors could do for the
patients, they all recognized the
symptoms.

Arsenic poisoning!

Arsenic, used as a pest con-
trol, was a common item in
most of the homes of the rural
south. Itwas also the most com-
mon kind of poisoning as small
children and pets would often
accidently eat small amounts of
the powder while thinking it was
something else.

While the doctors labored
over the patients, other mem-
bers of the Kelly family ques-
tioned everyone on the farm try-
ing to find the source of the ar-
senic. Itwas quickly determined
that the only thing everyone had
in common was the coffee. It
had all been boiled in the same
pot.

With nothing else to go on,
the family reasoned it was an
accident. Perhaps the cook had
accidently contaminated the cof-
fee with the poison that had
probably been sprinkled on the
counters for mice. As a precau-
tion the family had servants
scrub the kitchen and destroy
any pots, pans or eating uten-
sils that might have come in
contact with the poison.

Despite the best efforts of the
doctors J.0O. Kelly died a few
days later. A large group of
people, including the doctors who
were still caringfor Mrs. Kelly and
the poisoned servants, gathered at
the home to comfort the family.
Probably, as people stood around

talking and eating, the main topic
of the conversation was the un-
fortunate accident the family had
suffered.

Suddenly, almost as if in a
rerun from some horror movie,
people began retching and
clutching their chests as they
gasped for air. Within minutes
fifteen people, including two of
the doctors, were seriously ill.
Although they all eventually re-
covered, there was no doubt
about the cause - arsenic poi-
soning.

At first, attention centered on
Julia, the Negro cook, but she
was cleared when it was discov-
ered that she too was violently
ill as a result of poisoning.

The kitchen was again
scrubbed and everyone was
questioned, but there were no
answers. Members of the Kelly
family, while at first calling it
an accident, came to the conclu-
sion that it was something much
more sinister - someone was
trying to murder them.

With the aid of neighbors,
the Kellys began to investigate
everyone that had anything to do
with the farm. The Kelly servants
were called in one at a time and
interrogated while neighbors and
friends quizzed their own ser-
vants. Casual visitors to the home
were questioned along with any-
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Johnny Richards

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.

Telephone
(256)533-1103

Attorney At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Fax
(256)533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,

WILLS, PROBATE

“"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

| cLoub NINE

AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular

Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

YOU GET BETTER SERVICE
BECAUSE..WE DON'T WORK
ALONE!

A LR AORRN

BILL WARD & DORIS SISK
REAL ESTATE TEAM

OFFICE: (256)534-1886
TOLL FREE: (800)675-6580

ORVISIT OURWEBSITE AT:
http:/Mmmw. DorisSi8KTeam.cojn

7663 Hwy. 72 West Suite E
Madison, A1 35758

Lincoln

Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE
Mon - Sat 10- 5, Sun 1-5
Booths now Available - call for details

536-3117

Books, Artwork
and a large
selection of
Collectibles.
9000 sq. ft.

Visit wwv.RenaissanceTheatre.net


http://www.DorisSi8kTeam.cojn

one who had sold supplies to the
family.

Despite the intensive investi-
gation, no clues were found as to
whom, or what, had caused the
poisonings. As a temporary pre-
caution the Kellys placed their
food supplies in a locked cup-
board and gave orders that a
member of the family had to be
present in the kitchen any time
food was being prepared.

Months passed and the ex-
citement began to fade as the
small community went on with
everyday life. Whenever the poi-
sonings were mentioned theywere
dismissed as unfortunate acci-
dents. No one could really believe
that someone in their midst had
tried to murder so many people.

As the sun began its slow rise
over the horizon on the morning
of May 7, 1897 there was no indi-
cation that the day would be any
different than thousands of oth-
ers. Field hands gathered in the
yard behind the kitchen for break-

There are no new sins - the
old ones are just getting
more publicity.

fast before beginning another long
hot day in the fields. In the dining
room the Kelly family, along with
three guests, sat down to a large
breakfast washed down by pots
of coffee. The house servants were
eating at a table in the kitchen.

Suddenly there were shouts
from behind the house. One of
the field hands had been seized
by terrible convulsions and was
lying on the ground gasping for
breath. Minutes later other
hands began retching as hor-
rible pains tore at their stomachs.
The terror quickly spread to the
kitchen as house servants began
screaming in agony. In the dining
room the same horrible scene was
repeated as the Kellys and their
guests began experiencing the
same symptoms.

Within a few minutes time
fourteen people - seven whites and
seven servants - had become vio-
lently ill. There was no doubt as
to the cause. By then everyone in
the household was familiar with
the symptoms of arsenic poison-
ing.

Within a short while the doc-
tor arrived and confirmed that
the family had indeed been poi-
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thing they had for breakfast. At
first attention centered on the
coffee but this proved to be a
false lead when they realized that
David Kelly had not had any to
drink, but was still as sick as
the others. The cook was again
immediately suspected, but she
too was seriously ill.

As the doctor began exam-
ining the patients his attention
was drawn to two servants,
Mandy Franks and Molly Smith.
They both claimed to have the
same symptoms as the others
but it was obvious to the doc-
tor that, for some unknown rea-
son, they were faking. A few
questions quickly established
the fact that they both helped in
the kitchen.

When the doctor relayed his
suspicions to the family, they de-
cided to keep the information to
themselves for a while, but to
watch every move the two ser-
vants made. However slim the
lead was, itwas all the family had
to go on.

Meanwhile, Eva Kelly gath-
ered samples of everything that
had been served for breakfast
and sent them to town to be ex-
amined.

Other members of the fam-
ily began a systematic search of
the kitchen. Every crack and
crevice was carefully examined for
clues. Finally abreak came when

“Some mistakes are way
too much fun to only
make once.”

Paul Firenzi

an empty box of rat poison (ar-
senic) was discovered under the
kitchen floor. AlImost unbelievably,
the box was stamped with the
Kelly store logo. It had been pur-
chased at the family’s own store,
directly across the street from
their home.

A quick examination of the
store’s account books showed
only two boxes of that particular
brand rat poison had been sold
during the past year. One of them
had been sold to Molly Smith, the
same servant whom the doctor
had said was faking her illness.

Although it was suspicious,
it was not enough evidence to
accuse someone of attempted
murder. The Kelly family de-
cided to wait and see if more evi-
dence could be found.

The following day the family
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received the test results from the
food samples that had been sent
to town to be examined. Accord-
ing to the doctor, the flour used
to cook the biscuits with had
been laced with arsenic. In fact,
there was so much arsenic that
the flour had turned brown. If the
same amount had been placed in
the coffee the whole family would
probably have been killed. What
probably saved their lives was the
fact that there was so much ar-
senic in the biscuits that it made
the people vomit the poison out
of their systems before more
harm could be done.

That same day Molly Smith
disappeared. Apparently she
had become aware that she was
under suspicion and decided to
flee before itwas too late.

An armed group of men set
out in pursuit and late that night
she was captured near the Ten-
nessee line. In spite of the men’s
threats, Molly Smith refused to

“The indirect cause of this
accident was a little guy in a
small car with a big mouth.”

Seen on local accidentreport
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future development,
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confess and kept insisting that
she knew nothing about the ar-
senic. Finally, despairing of get-
ting any answers, the men de-
cided to take her back to the
Kelly plantation and confront
Mandy Franks, the other house
servant who was suspected of
faking an illness.

Mandy Franks quickly con-
fessed after seeing that Molly
Smith had been captured. Ac-
cording to her story, Molly had
poisoned the coffee the first
time. The second time she had
poisoned the sausage that had
been served at the wake of Mr.
Kelly The last time, when people
were poisoned while eating
breakfast, Mandy said that she
had mixed the poison with the
flour while it was being carried
from the locked cupboard to the
kitchen.

That was enough evidence
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for the unruly mob. The two
women were taken to the Kelly
store where they were locked in
the basement to await their fate.
There they remained for the rest
of the night and most of the next
day.

News of the two women’s cap-
ture quickly spread throughout
the county. Small groups of men
gathered on street corners whis-
pering about lynchings. Other
people, more vocal, talked about
the waste of money and time by
holding a trial. Apparently, some-
one “forgot” to tell the sheriff the
news, or possibly he “forgot” to
investigate. Whatever the reason,
the sheriff remained strangely
absent during the time the women
were locked in the store’s base-
ment.

Sometime around midnight
the following night, a mob of
men entered the store and re-

“Here’s my strategy on the
Cold War: We win, they lose.”

Ronald Reagan

1701 University Dr.
(comer Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002

moved the women from the
basement. They were carried a
short distance away to a clump
ofwoods near the intersection of
Monrovia and Jeffroads where a
tree was selected and two ropes
thrown across a limb. The two
women were given a chance to
make afinal statement.

Mandy Franks again con-

(SUce 1969)

Guns &

fessed to the crime and begged
for mercy. Molly Smith refused
to say anything. A cold rain was
falling and the mob was in no
mood for further questioning.
Nooses were placed around the
women’s necks and seconds
later they were hanging lifeless
in the cold dark night.

Early the next morning a

J.C. Vaughn
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passing mailman discovered the bodies.

It was widely believed that the women had not
acted alone. Another servant, Jennie Burwell, later
confessed that she had known of the plot but did not
want to tell on anyone. She was given three days to
leave the county. A field hand named Jim Nance also
fell under suspicion. Apparently he became so scared
that he left his plow in the field and fled. With at
least three, and possibly four, people knowing of the
plot it is reasonable to believe that others knew of it
also.

Strangely one of the most fascinating aspects of
the case was the lack of motive. No one ever offered
areason except that Molly had contempt for the fam-
ily-

Y Regardless of the reason, you can be sure that,
after the lynchings, residents of Madison County kept a
careful eye on their cooks.
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Huntsville
Heroes In
Gray

He was a Confederate hero.
Born in Huntsville, Alabama,
Henry Bolden served in many
theaters of the war and saw ac-
tion in the battle of Nashville.
When the Union troops began
to overrun his position in bloody
hand-to-hand fighting, Bolden,
who did not have a gun, picked
up a stick and began swinging it
furiously. When the battle was over,
five dead Yankee soldiers lay
sprawled about his feet. Later
when asked how he did it, his only
reply was, "I knocked them in the
head.”

Henry Bolden was a black
man.

Although few people realize
it, there were a number of black
Confederate veterans in Madison
County. These men, all of whom
were valued and respected citi-
zens, earned a unique place in
Huntsville history.

Essex Lewis, one of the best
known and highly respected of
these veterans, went to war with
his master, Colonel Nick Lewis,
and saw action in Virginia, Ten-
nessee, Alabama and Georgia.

After the war he returned to
Huntsville, where he worked as
a farmer and as ajanitor at the
post office. Lewis was a loyal
member of the Egbert Jones
Camp of Confederate veterans
here in Huntsville. In 1910 he
was chosen to represent the
Huntsville camp at a Confeder-
ate reunion in Richmond, Vir-
ginia. When Lewis died at the

The first CD pressed in the
U.S. was Bruce Springsteen’s
“Born inthe USA.”

age of 106, his funeral was at-
tended by an honor guard con-
sisting of ex-Confederate sol-
diers.

Another Huntsville black
who saw service in the Civil War
was Matt Gray. "Uncle Matt,” as
he was known, always wore an
old gray uniform with the
bronze "medal of the Confed-
eracy” pinned to his lapel. He
also was a member of the Con-
federate veterans organization
here in Huntsville and had the
distinction of a "special" chair
being reserved for him at the
monthly meetings. According to
newspaper accounts of the day,
the only meetings he ever
missed were when he was sick.
At his death, the Huntsville
newspaper ended his obituary
with, "Now Uncle Matt has gone
himself to aid with the Rebel
yell."

Burns &
Harvell
Renovations

Sun Rooms, Garages
Decks and More

759-2243 or 759-0704

Licensed and Insured

'%oli%%%iWerq, f

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS
Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262

912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

883-0187
fg{ggi‘grl::ll(se 4800 Whitesburg Drive
533-7599
800 Holmes Ave. five Points
Dine-in or Carry-out! 464-7811
Madison

Yes! We Cater!!!

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart



Local News
from 1911

- William Moore is being held
here on charges of forgery and
bigamy He tried to commit sui-
cide in his cell by eating the heads
of a large number of matches.
Women companions had gone to
his mother to get help. Thejailor
discovered his plight and admin-
istered medicine. Before eating
the matches he wrote a letter to
his mother, companions and chief
detectives.

-A local woman asserted that
for months she had been abused
and threatened by her husband.
Mrs. Ethel Olsen, formerly of En-
gland, and later of Huntsville, sent
apistol bullet at her husband in a
crowded street near the court-
house here late Sunday, missed
him and powder-burned a pass-
erby. She declares she fired to
protect her face from a dash of
muriatic acid which she charges
her husband was preparing to
cast at her. She was arrested and
charged with assault with intent
of murder. She tells a story of her
husband’s alleged cruel treatment
of her and their children.

WE BUY

SILVERDOLLARS

Any Amount
Top Prices Paid

534-3355

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed

Lawn & Garden Supplies

2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

-Mayor R. Earle Smith stated
today that no whiskey shall be
sold in Huntsville while he is
mayor. He stated that a few bottles
may occasionally change hands
but that there will be no general
or even restricted sale, and that
the law shall be enforced as it ap-
pears on the statute books.

- For sale - genuine O.I.C.
brood hogs and pigs, just the
thing for quick money and best
meat producers. Address Bruce
Morring, Ryland, Al or phone 522,
Ring 2.

- The prettiest gasoline table
lamp in the world is sold here
by Harrison Bros, 214 Washing-
ton Street. You can carry it from
room to room with you, it is ab-
solutely safe.
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He who laughs last, thinks
slowest.

Cunningham’s

Wicker & Rattan Furniture

Large variety of Scratch &
Dent Pieces! You Must See These!

710 Andrew Jackson
(256) 536-3071

be most certain thing about the

future Is Its uncertainty.

Sit's nPertoo earI( o he responsible.

Ourfamily

are Programs

freefamiliesfrom emotionaland
financial decision-making when numbed by

the loss ofa lolled one.

L

TERRYfc

'000
"Hneofthe Chicagp QylePizzal

Cil for AREE]
BDELIVERY)

681-5987

9034 Parkway SW
Haysland Square

S ERVICE

A UG H L IN
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

2320 Bob Wallace

N"W. 534-2471

FREE 9" i
PIZZA ;

(Same or fewer toppinps)
With Purchase of 16* PLua
Two or more toppings

CEIVERY « CARRY-OUT« OAEIN I
Hoi Valid With Any Other Coupon Or SpKial
(One Coupon Pk “Orcer ¢

SINCE 1959

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon.,Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

5363380 530347

Govenors Drive emorial
Pkwy NW

Across from Post Office

Sometimes Nothing Else Will Do!
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Memories of
Lincoln
Village

by Tony Thompson

In 1930, life in the Village was
a lot different than today. Life was
alot simpler, but cash moneywas
often short. Many families raised
chickens in their backyard for
food, eggs, and as a cash crop. My
dad, Erskine Thompson, was
about 13years old at the time. He
was working on enlarging the
chicken coop when he ran out of
fence staples. My grandmother in-
structed Dad to take one of the
hens downtown to the Tennes-
see Hide and Poultry Company
and sell it, and then go next
door to Lewter's Hardware
Store and purchase the fence
staples he needed to complete
the job. Dad caught one of their
chickens, tied its legs together,
and with two of his friends, Roy
and J.T. Duncan, began walking
toward downtown Huntsville.

Unknown to the boys, there
had been a chicken thiefatwork
the night before in the Village.
Someone had stolen a "Rhode
Island Red" hen. This was ex-
actly what the boys had with
them.

About halfway to town, near
the railroad tracks known as
"Miller's Crossing," Dad and his
friends stopped to watch amarble

ESS

game being played.

The local mailman, aware of
the previous night's crime, spot-
ted the rag-tag boys with the
chicken and called the police. As
they were watching the marble
game, a touring car with cur-
tains pulled up beside them.
Two police officers jumped out
and said, "We want you boys."
Dad explained that they were not
playing marbles but were on
their way to town to sell the
chicken. The officers said they
were not interested in the marble
players - they wanted the boys
with the chicken.

All three boys were taken to
the City Hall on Madison Street.
There they were searched and
taken to a cell.

As they were being escorted
to their cell, they passed a desk
with a pistol on it. Roy told the
officer, "If you think we stole the
chicken, just take us out and
shoot us." The officer told them
that they would not be shot, but
they would go to reform school if
found guilty.

Net the Right Lawyer

Legalrrsn

“Looking for Qualified Attorneys/
Lawyers in Madison County &
Surrounding area”

Be the first to Advertise your
services on the fastest-growing
legal advertising site, voted #1
in the industry by consumers.
Make the call and see if you
qualify today! Let 2006 be the
year to really expand and
increase your business!

kenyelle@legalfish.com
(256) 326-4531

Free Attorney Consultation for Personal Injury
The LanvHmMof

MITCHELL HOWIE

Estate Planning - Wills

533-2400

No representation is made thatthe quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal
services performed by other lawyers.

'Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty”
VOTED HUNTVI LLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

5M- 9P

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
BANQUET FACILITIES

*20-54 9161

FAX 256-556-4659
2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW


mailto:kenyelle@legalfish.com

An officer was sent to Lincoln
Village to fetch my grandmother.
She went to the City Hall and
cleared the whole matter. The of-
ficer then took the chicken next
door to the City Cafe and sold it
for $1.25. Dad took the money
and went to Lewter's and bought
the fence staples to complete his
job.

In the end, all came out well
except Dad's rear end. He was
punished for not going directly
downtown and completing his
chore. All three boys were kid-
ded a lot at school for being
chicken thieves.

This was the only time my
dad was ever arrested, and he
became the infamous "Chicken
Thief of Lincoln Village."

“Reason for leaving last job -
Pushed aside so the Vice
President’s girlfriend could
steal my job.”

Seen on local resume

Happy
Birthday!

Feb. 02
1954 Christie Brinkley
1947 Farrah Fawcett

Feb. 04
Oscar De La Hoya
1948 Alice Cooper
1947 Dan Quayle

Feb. 07
1885 Sinclair Lewis
1812 Charles Dickens

Feb. 10
1940 Roberta Flack
1930 Robert Wagner

Feb. 13
1934 George Segal
1930 Dotty McGuire
1919 Tennessee Ernie Ford
1885 Bess Truman
1873 L.L. Bean
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R.G. NAYMAN CO.

INC~1

AOODY ANDERSOjy

VOl R FULL SERVICE FORD DEALERSHIP

539-9441

www.woodyandersonford.com

B tiw S

ms mt>rmsmi

WITH SG MANY NEW VEHICLES ABOUT10 HIT THE STREETS.

IAUSL A r

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Truck Shop

Monday-Friday 7:00am-6:00pm

RiC PROPORTIONS

Showroom Hours
Monday-Friday 8:30am-8:00pm
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A Shrewd
Lady

from 1887 newspaper

Last week a widow lady, re-
siding near Hazel Green, put her
house up at a raffle and very
soon disposed of the tickets -
all feeling disposed to assist her.

The evening arrived, and the
house was won by a gentleman
who thought himself most
fortunate in obtaining a home-
stead so cheaply.

The next day he asked for a
title to the property. What was
his surprise when he was coolly
informed that it was unneces-
sary to give any written title to
the house - that there itwas, and
to take it; and the sooner the
better, as she was anxious to

‘I think there is a world market
for maybe five computers.”

Thomas Watson, IBM Chairman,
in a 1943 prediction

build another on the spot where
it stood. The winner discovered
that he had drawn a house, but
no lot.

Upon applying to the au-
thorities for relief, he was turned
away with the understanding the
raffle was legal and he had no
recourse.

The gentleman, deciding to
make the best of a bad situa-
tion, moved into the house with
it still standing on the lady's
piece of land.

The lady then applied to the
authorities for reliefbut was told

$Uf*c4 *4Qﬁ

East Huntsville
Baptist Church

that she too had no recourse;
she had not specified the house
had to be moved.

There has not been a final
outcome to the baffling dilemma
yet.

We predict the only winners
in this strange case will be the
attorneys.

“Love is the most important
thing in the world, but
baseball is pretty good too.”

Chaz Smith, age 7

eve*f**e to TPefaome/

Shannon Johnson, Pastor
808 Maysville Road

Worship Services 11:00 and 6:00 Sunday

mJ a i

Wednesday 6:00

Children’s Church available

for ages2-10
Nursery also available

Join us for our Saturday night
Praise & Worship, starting at 7 p.m.

each Saturday evening

thiff Still
Sttarg) £}t Haw

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
*Workers Compensation

‘Helping You Is NotA Job - [t$ Qur Mission

920 Merchants Walk

Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(2563 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

Join CIiff Hill for his live legal Call-in show on
channel 64, Knology - Thursday 7:30 am -
“Cliffand the Law”

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Designedfor active seniors, Redstone Village offers quality amenities, services and beautiful
surroundings. And should you need it, care for life. Call 256-881 -6717 to learn more and to
see how Redstone Village means independence now and peace of mind for the future.

INDEPENDENT GRANDVIEW FAIRVIEW
LIVING: ASSISTED LIVING: SKILLED NURSING:
90% refundable Spacious suites with Private and semi-private
entrance fees breathtaking views rooms with carpeting
Underground parking/ 24-hour Licensed care Occupational, physical,
severe storm shelter Restaurant-style dining and speech therapy
Gourmet meals with in an elegant dining room Respite and Hospice Care
restaurant-style dining Daily activities and social ~ We will accept Medicare,
Asset protection with fulfillment TRICARE, and private
LifeCare agreement Medication monitoring ing‘.ur;ance in addition to
rivate pa
Apartment homes, Direct admission available p. P y' . .
patio and duplex homes Direct admission available
Full balconies and
stunning mountain views
*  x  *

REDSTONE
* VILLAGE

12000 Turnmeyer Drive » Huntsville, AL « www.redstoneviUage.org
256-881-6717 or toll free 1-866-881-6717

South on Memorial Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr [3/10 of a mile past Hobbs Rd 1
OPPORTUNITY


http://www.redstoneviUage.org
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Betty
Browner, who called with the first
correct guess for the Photo of
Month last month. It was none
other than that pretty Betty Jo
Cunningham, of Cunningham
Furniture & Wicker, and wife of
Leroy Cunningham.

Betty Browner sure works
hard as a Safety Patrol lady at
Stone Middle School, on Gov-
ernors Drive.

Hannah Troup, 5, and her
Kindergarten friends at Weatherly
Heights Elementary School, want
to wish their sweet teacher Mrs.
Skipworth a Very Happy Birth-
day! She’s the best!

Tricia and Steve Connellyin
Old Town are thrilled with the ar-
rival in January of their new son,
John. The baby boyjoins his big
sister, Virginia and she loves him
already! Proud Huntsville Grand-
parents are Mr. & Mrs. Hall
Bryant. Congratulations!

Many of us watched the Rose
Bowl parade in Pasadena, Ca. and
were so proud to see the firstband
marching - our own Alabama
A&M Marching Band. They did
an outstandingjob even though in
bad weather, and sounded great.

We heard from our favorite

bartender recently. LeeAnn
Lancaster is now working at
Philby’s Pourhouse, located be-
hind the Jazz Factory and owned
by Kim & Tim Mardis. She says
to tell her friends to come see her!

Rusty Dinwiddie, of Park
Supply, is the most interesting guy
to talk with. His sweet Mom,
Anne Dinwiddie, lives here and
at 86 is going strong! Rusty’s
stepdad is Dyke McCulloch and
loves Huntsville's rich history.
Dyke’s wife Beverly takes good
care of him. Rusty and his wife,
Anna, are busy with their two
kids Forrest, 16 and Meagan,
who's 18. Anna works as office
manager for Young Life and keeps
them organized!

While in Philby’s Pourhouse
recently we met Steve
Osterrieder, the very talented ex-
ecutive Chefat the Heritage Club.
He sure knows his trivia and is
one good chef.

We were so sorry to hear that
Dolly Davis of Huntsville died
during January. She was the

the xery best communities...

Adams Alley * Clift’s Covf * Hampton Falls Apartment Community
Heritage P lantation * Heritage P rovence
Heritage Station * Mt. Carmel by the River
The Bridges on the River

) ) ENFINGER
<M he ultimate community... STEELE
MCMULLEN DEVELOPMENT
JOVE

rsteele.com

mother of former astronaut Dr.
Jan Davis, also of Huntsville.
We send our deepest sympathy
to her husband, Bryce, and
their son Rev. Ronald Davis, as
well as Jan. Dolly and Bryce
used to go to Eunice’s Coun-
try Kitchen on a regular basis,
and have many friends here.

Barbara Saunders is having
abirthday in late February. Wejust
know that her sweet husband
Chuck Saunders is going to do
something really special for her -
and she deserves it!

A friend of ours is trying to
find out the name of the drug
store that was located on South
Side Square here in early 1900,
several doors to the right of
Harrison Brothers. Hewould love
to have any information, pictures,
etc. - please call Robert at
536-3690.

Joe Robinson was
Huntsville’s famous Shoe Shiner
for many years - he worked at the
Central Bank building downtown
and more recently had a couple
of chairs at the Amsouth Build-
ing. We were really sorry to hear

Frood TreHrh

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below
wins a full one-year subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-3355.

Hint: This little boy is
everyone’s friend, a sucessful
businessman and lives just a few
feet from where he grew up.



that he had died, leaving many
friends and associates in Hunts-
ville. Our deepest sympathy to
his family.

We were very proud to hear
that Rick Jobe, of Grateful Life
Community church, has been au-
thorized to be ordained as amin-
ister! Congratulations Rick!

John Bzdell hosted a sur-
prise birthday party for his Dad,
Stephen S. Bzdell - who turned
88 in January! Congratulations
Stephen!

The sweetest couple in Hunts-
ville have to be Ward and Betty
Gateley, who own Cruise
Vacation, Inc. They love Huntsville
and especially Big Spring Park,
and have lots of memories of this
area since they moved here in
1955.

It's good to know there are ro-
mantic doctors nowadays! Dr.
Ralph Dejarnatte, Jr. of Hunts-
ville, recently took his pretty wife
Lisa to Nashville for her birthday.
Happy Birthday, Lisa!

A really special hello to Jean
and Ron Mclntosh, of Huntsville.
We're thinking about you both!

Darryl Goldman and his
lovely wife Linda were both look-
ing good recently at a dinner at
Bonefish. Darryl isaretired Army
Chaplain and also works for
Keller-Williams Realty. Lindais a
Budget Analyst for the Army They
are a sure delightful couple to
spend time with.

Welcome to Huntsville to
Carole and Walt Donaldson.
Carole’s sister Cordy Fortson and
brother-in-law Mark Fortson are
so happy to finally have them here,
from the big state of Texas!

It was great to catch up with
Michael Johannes, that hand-
some charmer of Northrop
Grumman. He was dining at 801
Franklin and having a good time
with friends.

Also at 801 we talked with Bob
Harrison, Madison County Com-
missioner. It was good to catch up
with all the political news in

town.
Colleen
Kay, of 801
Franklin,
makes beautiful
quilts that are
artwork - for
the walls rather
than the bed.
Very unique!
We saw that
gorgeous
Wanda Harvill
aweek ago. She
is a Realtor with
GMAC Real Es-
tate and is really
fun to talk with!
Happy
Birthday to Tom
Gurley who
turns 50 in
March. His wife
Donna will
probably plan
something spe-
cial for him!
Happy
Valentine’'s Day
to all of you.
See you
next month!
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New Arrivals!

LAUNDRY

by Shelli Segal

BCBGMAXAZRIA

W hitesburg Drive

&8 _
a3 @S A BR R ¢

> I

: £

e |

2336-A Whitesburg Dr.
g 256-534-8613
tami @fadiesfirstl.com

Reid Hardware

Home of Pocket Knives, Red Wagons 87 Cast Iron Skillets

Come by and let us assist you for all
your Hardware 8T Plumbing needs

Serving

2402

Mein.

Huntsville Since 196 2
536-2616
Pkwy. W, Huntsville, Ala.
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Sweet Confections

Cheppij Fudge

2 C. sugar

1c. milk

1T. butter

1/41b. chopped cherries

Butter an 8-inch square pan.

Combine sugar, milk and butter
in a saucepan; boil for 8 minutes.
Beat til creamy. Add chopped
cherries. Pour into the pan. Cool
and cut into squares.

VC(ilnut Penuche

2 c. light brown sugar, firmly
packed

1/3c. cream

1/3c. strong coffee

2 T. butter

1/21 salt

1 c. chopped walnuts

Butter an 8-inch square pan.

Combine brown sugar, cream and

MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch &dinner.
eaturing a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

coffee; bring to aboil, stirring con-
stantly. Cook without stirring to
238 degrees (soft ball stage). Re-
move from heat; cool to 110 de-
grees or outside of pan is cool.
Add butter and salt. Beat til thick
and creamy. Add walnuts, turn
into the pan. Mark top into
squares and cool.

Taffy

1c. light corn syrup

1/2 c. sugar

1 T. vinegar

11 butter

flavoring

Lightly butter a platter. Com-

bine first 4 ingredients in sauce-
pan and boil til firm, 252 degrees
on a candy thermometer. Pour
onto the platter. When cool enough
to handle, add several drops offla-
voring you choose. Pull with
thumbs and forefingers til taffy is

light. Pull off pieces and wrap in
small squares ofwaved paper.

Butterscotch Lollipops

1/2c. dark corn syrup

1/4c. butter

3/4c. sugar

Place 18 lollipop sticks 4
inches apart on greased baking
sheet. Combine corn syrup, but-
ter and sugar in a heavy 1-quart
saucepan.

Cook over medium heat, stir-
ring constantly, til sugar is dis-
solved and mixture comes to a
boil.

Continue cooking, stirring oc-
casionally, til temperature reaches
270 degrees (softerack stage).
Remove from heat.

Drop candy mixture from a
tablespoon over pointed end of
each stick, forming a 2-inch disk.
Cool.

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and.under. eats free from our

new kid's menu with each pajd adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851

Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOR-IS THESACRCO SEAVPIOND



English Toffee

2 c. sugar

1 1/2 c. butter

2 T. water

2 c. blanched almonds

Butter ajelly roll pan. Com-
bine sugar, butter and water in a
medium saucepan; cook over low
heat, stirring constantly, til candy
thermometer reaches 235 degrees
(soft ball stage).

Stir in almonds and continue
cooking without stirring til ther-
mometer reaches 280 degrees
(soft crack stage). Pour into the
jelly roll pan. Cool & break into
pieces.

Vimegar* Candi

3 C. sugar

1/2 c. water

2/3c. vinegar

Butter a marble slab or
cookie sheet. Combine sugar, wa-
ter and vinegar in saucepan. Bring
to boil, stirring constantly.

Then boil without stirring til
mixture reaches 290 degrees on a
candy thermometer (hard crack
stage).

Pour at once onto prepared
surface and cool. Break into
pieces.

C h ocolate Fruit Drops

I-60z. pkg. semi-sweet
chocolate chips

1c. chopped pitted dates

1c. miniature marshmallows

Grease a cookie sheet. Melt
chocolate chips in microwave or
top of adouble boiler.

Remove from heat and stir in
dates and marshmallows. Drop
by teaspoonfuls on cookie sheet.
Cool at room temperature til firm.

Muttij Mocha Balls

6 sg. semi-sweet chocolate,
1-ounce size

1/4c. light corn syrup

2 c. confectioners sugar

2 T. instant coffee powder

1/2c. hot milk

11 vanilla

1 2/3 c. graham cracker
crumbs

1c. chopped walnuts

1/2c. finely chopped walnuts

Melt chocolate in the top of
a double boiler over hot water.
Add corn syrup and sugar, mix-
ingwell.

Stir coffee powder into milk
and stir into the chocolate mix-
ture.

Add vanilla, graham cracker

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Bobby Fanning local Honey - Goodfor you!

Best Tomatoes you'll Find Anywhere!

Turnip Greens, Citrus, Apples

**Pecan Cracker available Now**

(256) 539-0257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sun 8-5

Fruit Baskets available Year-Round!
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crumbs, and chopped walnuts,
mixing well. Chill about an hour,
or until firm enough to handle.
Roll into 1-inch balls. Roll balls in
finely chopped walnuts. Cover and
store inyour refrigerator. This will
make about 40 balls.

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Financial Services Professional

(256) 417-6580

* %k k% % %

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00pm
Closed Sundays



My
Mother’s
Life

A little over a year after my
85 year old mother’s death, her
housefinally sold. As | looked
through herfile cabinet tofind
the manuals to the household
appliances, | had no idea that
| wouldfind afamily treasure.
Inside, | noticed a white legal
pad in my mother’s handwrit-
ing. | had grown up hearing
stories of the depression era
days and how hard life wasfor
everyone. Whatfollows are some
of the contents of the ten
handwritten pages Ifound. It is
truly a glimpse into an era and
a way of life thatfew people
could grasp.

Don Broome, Huntsville

by Florence
Holliday Broome

Margaret

I was born April 16, 1917
at 4:00 PM; a Monday. My birth
certificate states “delivered by
father”.

My father was a shell digger
and fisherman and we lived on
a small cabin boat which was

probably tied up away from ev-
eryone. | was the second of 3
girls. The first born was an 8th
month baby and wasn’'t expected
to live so wasn't tended to until
it was too late. She had choked
to death on the mucus that ran
from her lungs. There was an
old wives story that 8th month
babies never lived. | came here
screaming because Mother said
my Dad spanked me before | was
a week old. Maybe that is when
I learned to be a timid person
which has followed me all my
life. I want to say right now that
though we got spanked we
weren't beaten.

I was named after two King
sisters who lived near my Aunt
and grandmother. They had re-
ceived a letter from them men-
tioning something about them.
Neither of my parents had much
education and every name
Mother suggested Dady didn't
know how to spell it. Finally,
she said Florence Margaret -you
can get the spelling from the let-
ter. My teacher taught me it was
Florence instead of Flornce and
I couldn’t spell Margaret until |
was lots older.

By the time Sis was born we
had the boat beached and only
floated during high water time.
They kept telling me if | wasn't
careful |1 would fall in but I
swore with positive assurance
that | would go to the bottom

and walk out and nothing con-
vinced me until came the day |
did. The cabin boat had a front
and back porch and a walkway
down each side but no railing.
We were afloat and | needed to
go to the bathroom. Mother said

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Etc!

AM edge* ground
suid polished.

Cali 364 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huntsville

Glass & Paint Co.

(Original adfrom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
64 years in business
and Counting!
534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

* Transportation provided to Grocery Store
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until al

application process

HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

completion of the

.The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Binkley Real Estate & Financial
Services, Inc.
(256) 851-9229

www.binkleyservices.com

REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGES,

or REFINANCES

One Company, One Call. Quick, Easy
& Personal - Just for You

W Our Purpose Customer Care
k0p > Binkley Real If selling, we offer
' Estate & Financial  the best available in
> o« X% Services, Inc. helps  marketing. Along with
» IV \ of bunplmg, buying provide a market analy-
or selling, along sis of your home,

with securing the
financing for any
purchase or refi-
nance. We can
assist families with
budgeting and/or

advertising through the
internet, newspaper,
newsletters, brochures,
home magazines, and
other avenues that come

credit repair in the ~ available.

way of personal

consultation or If buying or building,
group meeting our 30 years of experi-
(which can be ence in construction will
scheduled for any be invaluable for you.
group by calling our

office).

We offer full service real estate and
mortgage services.

Maria Binkley - Real Estate Broker/ Mortgage Broker
Cell (256) 348-0999 - mariabinkley@msn.com
Gina Neece - Associate Broker

s W - - ai
& VS Cell (256) 508-9524 - ginadneece@aol.com

We will be glad to assist you with any property that is listed with the Multiple Listing Service,


http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
mailto:ginadneece@aol.com
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to use the chamber pot. Well | took
it onto the walkway and wasn’'t
satisfied just to sit on it, | had to
stick my legs out and of course
the pottie tipped me into the wa-
ter. When my father lifted me out
from waist deep water to him and
on to my mother aboard, she
asked “My, why didn’t you walk
out” my reply was “I couldn’t find
no bottom.”

That was my second trip
overboard. The first time
mother had the wash tub set up
washing. When | tried to walk by
her | fell into the river. Itwas high
water and the river was swift. For-
tunately, the (battaew???) was
tied to the down current end of
the house and mother dashed
through the house, jumped into
the boat and grabbed me as |
passed. People across the river
working at the sawmill said later
they expected to see us both
drowned so were relieved when
she jumped into the boat, instead
of into the swift water, to get me -
she couldn’'t swim. 1wasn’t over
3 or so at the time.

It soon became evident that the
house boat was too small for a
family of four so dady started
building larger quarters. During
high water, he floated logs and
made a platform or raft base onto
which to build. It seemed a long
time before we moved in but fi-
nally we did. We heated it with a
tin stove that was flat on top with
a small opening in the front for
venting. The wood was put in the
top. | remember it getting red hot

if too much wood was put in. It
had a pipe that went straight out
the roof above. This pipe had
to be taken down and taken out
side and the soot removed.
There would be two inches of
soot all the way around with a
small space in the middle so the
fire wasn't vented well and
wouldn'tburn well. Even the cook

Tony

stove had to be cleaned. Quite a
messy job. The soot would roll
around in balls in the wind. Some
always fell out in the house.

There were woods every-
where. There was a farm house
up the hill, but we never visited.
I expect they thought we were
“River Rats.”

Dady had a two wheeled cart

Balch

Agent
The Balch Insurance Agency
Auto - Home - Life - Business

614 Madison St., Suite 2, Huntsville, Al 35801

Bus: 256-427-6868

Fax: 256-489-2315

abalch@farmersagent.com
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A R M E R S
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[« ]/il =1:1=1 i/ il

Pkittt & Ruth Arm Dean
2021 Clinton Ave, Ste A
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

M old R e

Pampering Huntsville’s
Pets For 13 Years

HydroSurge Bathing

Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri

W.Vip-grooming.com

VIP Grooming &
Luxury Pet Hotel

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

881-0664

Madison Square 12
DTS AND DOLBY

5905 University Drive
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m ediation

\EGAL
CINEMAS

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY

3312 S, Mem. Parkwv

256-830-6831 256-883-U 01
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he hauled fish in. The wheels were
wagon wheels and a prop in back
kept it level. Was pushed like a
wheel barrow. He caught mostly
Buffalo, Drum, and Catfish. There
was a 6 foot by 18 inches round
vat he heated with wood under the
bottom. Tar was put in thevat and
ablock and tackle operated over
atree limb to raise and lower new
knit nets into the hot tar to coat
the webbing so it wouldn't rot.
Handling them was a messy job.
Tar always was soft enough to get
on anything the nets touched.
Lard or grease of any kind was
used to soften it so it could be
washed off. If it was left on one’s
skin it blistered. There were also
large squares of knit webbing
with anet hold in the middle. This
combination was stretched
across the river with the open-
ing upstream. The fish swam
against it until they landed into the
netwhich had baffles in it to keep
fish from swimming back out.

I remember one day dady and
mother had me in the boat and

dady was raising the net.
There were big crawfish
clinging with big pinch-
ers to the nets. They
were red and | thought
they were the prettiest
things | had ever seen
and begged for one.
Mom and Dad both said
no they would bite me.
| pitched a fit so with
an oath dady threw one
at my feet. | grabbed it
and itgrabbed me. Need-
less to say | had quite a
lot of respect for any size
after that. Cray or as we
called them crawfish
were plentiful, but we
never ate them. | expect
we missed quite a deli-
cacy, now they Hre quite
the rage. Daddy also set
traps so inwinter we ate
raccoon “Preferred” or
possum. Occasionally he
shot a squirrel. | don't
think he was agood shot.
We had rabbit if one got

515 Clinton Avenue

ca. 1898 - Beautiful hardwood floors, arched passage ways
and columns have been used to accent the entry into the

formal rooms. The roofand central Heating & Air

Condi-

Old Huntsville Page 25

¥ C U 's Tati,

Tapas Restaurant

Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts
Full Bar, Cozy Dining - Open ChefKitchen

Watch us while we cook for you!

** \We have moved! **

Come see us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.
in Jones Valley Station (just east of
Bailey Cove)

Hours
Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10
Reservations Accepted

7914 So. Memorial Pky.
Huntsville, Al 35802
(256)880-7333

From YourFirstHome ...
... To YourFinest Estate

Historic and Fine Homes Specialist

For your most knowledgeable
information, give us acall

We appreciate your business.

tioning unit are just afewyears old. The interior of thishouse Richard Van Valkenburgh
has not been “re-muddled” and is ready for you to make it
your own. Approximately 1858 sg. ft.

Offered at $309,900

ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI
Mobile: 256-651-4593

Website: www.wwrealtor.com


http://www.wwrealtor.com
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in atrap. We also grew a garden
and had afew chickens. We didn't
have milk except canned; no place
to keep acow

Came the Winter and Spring
of flood time (1927). Loggers
had been cutting huge logs up
river and floating them past us to
saw mills. A lotwere lost and Dad
got them together and made a
deal with a saw mill. In exchange,
he got the deed for a 40 acre piney
hill plot and enough lumber to
build a small four room house.

He must have had agood fish-
ing year because he hired black
boys to come and help build the
house. Then we had 2 homes.
Three miles apart. One mile steep
road and two by rail.

We kids and Mother moved to
that house and Dad came some.
We started to school. | was 4 years
old when | was enrolled so the
community could keep it's school.
For two years, | went to school but
stayed in primer or first grade.
Only one teacher and if | went to
ask aword | was sent back to my
seat without being told the word,
but that | was interrupting her

“For those of you who have
children and don’t know it,
we have a nursery down-

stairs.”

Seen in church bulletin

Renaissance
Theatre

at Lincoln Center
Coming in February

class.

house. We had a cistern and

| camsee that having 6 gradesaught water from the roof of

she must have been frustrated
but I had no other course oflearn-
ing and a timid child | never
asked again and also froze in my
own class. Was a wasted two
years.

We moved back to the river the
next term and | started learning. |
loved that teacher. | made 2
grades thatyear and did 3rd grade
then we moved back to the house
and the old school. That year they
had enough pupils for 2 teachers.
My teacher was appalled to real-
ize that her 4th graders didn’t
know the 3rd grade. Every ques-
tion she asked, |1 was the only one
who could answer so we repeated
the 3rd grade for halfthe year. We
attended there with good teachers
until midterm of my 6th and sis’s
3rd grades.

We were in hog heaven there.
We had 30 acres fenced on one
side of the road and the other
10 on the other side. We got a
cow and 2 horses and a wagon.
Put out an orchard and grew a
garden. Dady fished. Mother
took produce and fruit and eggs
to town and peddled them on
the streets. We kids went wild
in the woods. Roaming around,
piling up pine straw and slid-
ing down hill on it. Playing tag. We
also helped with the gardening.
We also carried wood from
where Mother cut it for the

The Last Five Years
Two young adults who meet, fall in love, marry, strain to deal
with differing levels of career success, and ultimately see their
relationship disintegrate.

February 10-18

The Piano Lesson, Pulitzer Prize Winner
In Honor of Black History Month

Feb 17-25

Call Now for reservations!
1216 Meridian St. -call 536-3117for

general information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.nei

the house. It was carried to the
cistern by an underground clay
pipe. Mother always let it rain
and wash the roof before divert-
ing it through a mesh to the cis-
tern. The cistern was there be-
cause once there had been an-
other house there.

Allled
hotocopy

Quality Reproductions
Black & White & Color

1821 University Drive

539-2973

Billiard Street Cafe

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

2103 University Drive - 534-6000


http://www.renaissancetheatre.nei

The one church only had ser-
vices of the 4th Sunday. It was
Baptist. Dady finally got a car and
we attended church in town for a
while. Then I guess fishing must
have gotten bad or something.
Dad got more and more belliger-
ent and came less and less often.
Could have been he saw Mother
getting more and more able to
take care of us than he was.

He wanted us to move back
down to the river and Mother
insisted it was no place to rear
two girls. She had seen old men
marry 12 and 13 year olds and
was worried. | was getting to be
11 so nearing that age.

That last summer, we went
to town which was an all day
trip and it was hot. Sis was fret-
ful and went to sleep in the
wagon bed on the way home. It
was only when we got home and
she carried Sis into the house that
she realized she had a fever. |
don’'t remember how long, ifitwas
that night or the night she was cry-
ing out and Mother found her hav-
ing a convulsion. Dady was there

anyway.

she came to help. Later she had
another convulsion and | ran back
and got the man of the house and
he rode to the neighbor on the
other side to bring his car and
take her to town. | stayed with the
neighbor. It was 10 days before
they brought her home. She was
skin and bones and still uncon-
scious. | guess they still didn't
know how she would be.

We were on the porch when
she came out of the house and
wondered what she had done
wrong when everyone was
alarmed she would fall.. What
a happy time, she was at least
alive. She had terrific headaches
for several months and got them
often after that and couldn’t stand
the sun. The doctor didn't know
if she had polio or meningitis.
There were two other cases in the
area. One Doctor later decided it
was most likely polio. The pro-
longed headaches | guess could
follow either disease as severely
ill as she was she could have been
brain damaged, but thank God
she wasn't.

Florence Broome died in

| ran to the nearest neighdanuary oj 2003. She was a

bor in the middle of the night and

Madison
Manor

remarkable woman.
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Girls of Merrimack
from 1925newspaper

The girls of Merrimack are
planning a week of recreation and
pleasure during their camp at
Lawler’s Bluff.

There are to be many very pleas-
ant things happening that week
such as hikes, swims and of course
a wonderful watermelon feast.

| F irstBaptist

[ fim Church

Sunday

9:00 Bible Study

10:30 Worship (Broadcast live
on WHNT Channel 19)

5:00 Discipleship Training
6:30 Worship

Wednesday

5:00 Fellowship Supper

5:45 Prayer Meeting

428-9400 - www.fbchsv.org
"Your Place For Life"

600 Governors Drive
just East of Mem. Pkwy

N ursing.and Rehabilitation Center
Serving TheAreafor Over 30 Years
Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies

Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. » Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’'s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy


http://www.fbchsv.org
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The
Monkey

Jake was a long time em-
ployee of Ashburn & Gray Con-
struction Company Although he
was known to "tip the bottle" on
a regular basis, he was still a
valued employee who showed up
for work on time every day

Once during the 1960s he was
sent to a construction site on the
Arsenal. That morning Cecil
Ashburn, one of the owners of the
company, was driving around
checking on the progress ofvari-
ous jobs and decided to stop by
and see how Jake was doing.

Ashburn parked his truck, got
out and looked around but there
was no Jake. Ashburn was get-
tingworried - itwas not like Jake
to simply disappear. Finally, after
searching for a few minutes he
found Jake hiding behind some
bushes, trembling with fear.

"Captain,” Jake said, "There's
a monkey over there staring at
me!"

Ashburn looked around, but
needless to say there was no
monkey. This was a real
dilemma. Jake was a valued
employee but if he was hallucinat-
ing - seeing monkeys - it might be
dangerous to leave him on thejob
alone.

"You been
Ashburn asked.

"No sir, Captain. | had a few

drinking?"

last night but | was fine until a few
minutes ago!"

Not knowing what else to do,
Ashburn told Jake to go back
to the shop and work there for
a few days until he got over it.

Jake didn’t mention the
monkey again but the more he
thought about it the more wor-
ried he became. Finally, one day
at quitting time, he announced
to Ashburn that he had quit
drinking. "Captain,” he said, “I
done learned my lesson!”

Ashburn congratulated Jake
on his wise decision and went on
home.

That evening
he was reading
the newspaper
when he saw an
article about
Miss Baker, the
first monkey in
space.

Miss Baker
had escaped her
cage and had
been gone for
several days be-
fore being cap-
tured in the
woods near
where Jake was
working.

Ashburn
clipped the
story out and
first thing the
following morn-
ing showed it to
Jake.

"Jake," he
said, "It looks

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving our Customers for 63 years!

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points

702 Pratt Ave.

534-4509

like you really did see that mon-
key."

Jake stood there, not saying
anything, but with a look on his
face like he was about to cry.

"What's the matter, Jake?"

Jake continued to stand
there with a sad look on his
face, struggling for the right
words. Finally he looked at
Ashburn and said, "Captain, |
recond | done quit drinking for
nothing!"

Jt)teMl)eiq

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

6125 University Dr.
922-0556



A Lover’s
Fight

from 1893 newspaper

Mary Herben and Mable
Brown, daughters of prominent
residents of Pleasantville, fought
a prizefight in a 16 foot ring
pitched in an old barn on the
outskirts of that town at three
o'clock Sunday morning.

The cause of the fight was
rivalry for the attentions of a
young man named George
Woodward. Thirty-eight rounds
were fought, in which both girls
were severely punished, but nei-
ther had the advantage, and the
contest was declared a draw.

The combatants were
stripped to the waist, and every
part of their bodies exposed to
view bore the traces of punish-
ment. The referee, seconds and

spectators were all females,
friends of the principals.

Woodward has since de-
clared that he will have nothing
to do with either of the girls.

Old Huntsville
Trivia
1829 - New City Hall is
occupied. On January 2, the
Mayor has been authorized to
secure one stove, a dozen
chairs, and one desk to fur-
nish the new building. Total
cost :g urnishings - $67.85.
1§ - Francis Scott Key,
the author of the National An-
them, visits Huntsville. He
had been sent as a represen-
tative by President Andrew
Jackson to investigate the
Indian troubles.
34 - First stage line is

established between Hunts-
ville and Decatur.
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Try Our
Sushi Boat
PARTY
PLATTER

Live Entertainment Fri. Nites with

“Edgar”

* Great Wine Selection
«t  * Sushi Bar

N iU c

X

6565 Hwy 431 South
Hampton Cove - 536-3690

One year they wanted me to
be a poster boy - for birth
control.”

Rodney Dangerfield



Old Huntsville Page 30

City Councll
News

from 1906

The city council held an in-
teresting meeting last night and
passed several ordinances that
are of interest to the general
public.

- Mayor Smith stated that on
the advice of John Wesley, a pav-
ing expert, the entire cost of the
paving will be passed on to the
property owners. The paving
ordinance was changed effective
immediately.

- An ordinance was also
passed providing for the grad-
ing of the extension of Locust
Street, laying the street with con-
crete gutters, stone curbs and
granitoid sidewalks.

-Permission was granted the
owners of the little frame build-
ing on Washington Street occu-
pied by the Davis Tin shop for
roofing the buildingwith tin.

- The members of the Fire
Department will be allowed va-
cation for the summer.

- The Hospital Association

Q

stated that an annex is being
erected to the city hospital and
permission was asked for the
right to remove this new struc-
ture when the lease of the asso-
ciation runs out. This was
granted.

- By a vote of the council,
water meters will be placed on
the pipe furnishing water to the
livery stables.

- The street committee, to
which was referred the matter
of extending Green and widen-
ing Cruse Alley, was reported fa-
vorable on both propositions. The
recommendation of the engineer
was that the new streets be made
46 feet wide but the committee
reported in favor of 60 foot
streets.

Banned In
Huntsville

In 1921 Huntsville’'s city fa-
thers banned movies featuring
Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle from
being shown in local theaters.
This came about as a result of
the publicity Arbuckle had re-
ceived at his trial for the rape and
murder of Virginia Rappe.

fpentry

TOnCepts

Custom Cabinets - Entertainment Centers - Built in
Desks - Bookcases - Granite Counter Tops
Shelves - Mantles & Woodworking

Licensed & Insured
Hee Eqtinated!

Grateful Life

Community
Church

Jubilatte Coffeehouse!

Live music, Coffee,
desserts and fellowship

Join us for live entertainment
with Rick Jobe and Grateful Life

Sundays:

Bible Study: 9:15 am
Food & Fellowship: i7
10:30am

Blended Worship”
1lam

i Pastor Rick Jobe
j 479-2263 or 512-5662

812 Wellman in 5 Points
(4 doors from Thai Garden)

Be careful reading the fine
print - there’s no way you’re
going to like it.

(256)532-3887

www.carpentryconceptsonline.com

1fYou Can Dream It -We Can Build It!


http://www.carpentryconceptsonline.com

Heard on
the Street
In 1925

- For sale - Cheap. Hogs and
pigs. If you want pigs or hogs
come to see me. D. B. Jett,
Brownsboro, Route 1

- Wanted: good cook. Phone
629 or see Mrs. June Martin,
Lowe Avenue

- For Sale - one flat top
mahogany finished desk. Call and
see. 427 White Street.

- One hundred and nineteen
arrests were made by the Hunts-
ville police department during
this month. Arrests for violat-
ing the Sanitary laws, 21, lead
the list. Stock at large coming
next with 16 and drunks, 14,
coming in third on the list. There
were 12 arrests for traffic law
violations and eleven for affrays,
the balance were scattered
among a large number of other
causes. The total fines assessed
amounted to $1,398.25, collec-

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Railroaders Paradise

tions being $1,053.25. Fines
worked out totaled $300.

- Mrs. W. I. Thompson has
been appointed truant officer of
Huntsville. Her duties will be to
see that no child of educatable
age is kept out of school for
other than valid reasons.

- During the heavy electrical
storm of Wednesday night a
barn belonging to James Bryce,
New Hope, was struck by light-
ning and destroyed together with
its contents of foodstuffs and farm
machinery. The damage will reach
approximately $2500.

- Daniel Jasper, of this
county, recently coughed up a
bullet that had been lodged in
his lungs for almost thirty
years. The bullet was a souvenir
of his time in the Arizona Terri-
tory. The doctors had been fear-
ful of operating but now theywon't
have to.

“Previous experience:
Self-employed - a real
fiasco.”

Seenonjob resume
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Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun -1 -5

Coffee - Espresso - Teas

Bookstore

Specializing in Gently Used Hard Back and Soft Back
Books For Sale or Trade! Non-Fiction as well as

Fiction -

Great Variety to choose from!

Breakfast & Lunch Served Anytime

Feb. 9 ROMEO (Retired old men eating out)

Feb. 19

Sunday Brunch Bunch - seatings at

10:30 am & 12:30 pm by Pre-paid reservation

Live music every Wed. & Friday

Open Mic Nights 7pm Saturdays

Feb. 3 Rusty Bay Trio - Bluegrass, Folk & Country
Feb. 10 Featuring songwriter Karen Newsum
Feb. 17 Harmony Lane Twins sing old-time songs
Feb. 22 Nashville Songwriters open mic night
Feb. 24 Larry Woelhart - Pop & Folk from 70s/80s

Saturday nights 7pm til.... Come sing, play

oriust listen! Free Coffee for performers.
Please check our website for complete
schedule of daily & weekly events:

www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com

A Real Neighborhood Coffee Shop

Free Wireless Internet

880-6121
7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

M5H5§bVé\hLLEY

320 Church Street
Historic Huntsville Depot
256-536-3303


http://www.coffeetreebooksnbrew.com
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Wife Killer
Caught By
Posse

from 1924 newspaper

Bud Brooks, the Negro farm
hand living in the Pond Beat
neighborhood who killed his
wife, Annie Lou Brooks about
daylight Wednesday morning,
was captured yesterday by Depu-
ties H. C. Blackmore and S. E.
Collins, under the direction of
Sheriff Lane.

Brooks had committed the
crime before a posse could be
formed to prevent it, and made
his escape towards the Tennes-
see River.

Reaching the scene, the three
officers found the woman dead
from the effects of 3 or 4 pistol
bullets, not six as had been pre-
viously stated. After examining
the premises the officers found

/ muu's/

Cfipfrfu'ulde

the tracks of Brooks, which led
from the back of the house to-
ward the river. From this fact
the deputies approximated his
course and went ahead in a car,
cutting the wife-slayer off just
below Triana.

Brooks was then located in
a field and surrounded, later
being taken into custody at the
point of guns in the hands of
the officers. He was brought to
Huntsville and placed in jail
Wednesday about noon.

One of the deputies told a
reporter for the News that
Brooks did not know they were
after him until they rushed upon
him from cover. He was sur-
prised and did not have time to
offer resistance in the face of the
guns leveled directly at him.

The trial is expected to be
short.

You know you’re getting
older when you keep more
food than beer in the fridge.
Jacob Smithey

jew e lry
“i— | S

£ K e p air

Genler

Specializing in tjyegfass

& l/t’Gr’irtj Repair

X
Mention this ad and get $5.00
offany repairof$150rmore

Located in Mission Square
corner of Wynn & University

Tue-Fri 10AM-6PM
Sat. 10-4

830-1502

w VvV v Downtown Huntsville



Old Huntsville Page 33

Times Have Changed

Photo courtesy of Cecil Ashburn

Lee High Subdivision in 1948

1 - Forrest Circle 3 - Highway 72 5- Toward Chapman Mountain
2 - Lee High Drive 4 - Lee High (today) 6 - Toward Oakwood

MILLER & MILLER Helping to build Huntsville

for 45 Years

General Contractors
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News From The Year 1938

News From Huntsville and Around The World

Hitler Takes Over Austria

Adolf Hitler, who left Austria
in his youth as a penniless artist,
was cheered by thousands as he
returned to Vienna today to pro-
nounce the "Anschluss," or union,
of the country with Germany

Hitler was driven to the Aus-
trian capital from Linz, where
he had set up his temporary
headquarters. Forty tanks led
the way, and police cars filled
with officers brought up the
rear.

Along the route, Nazis from
all over Austria cheered the man
who once pledged that Austria's
borders were inviolatable.

Hitler stood in the open car
for most of the drive wearing his
brown storm trooper uniform
and returning the nearly hysteri-
cal salutes of his ardent sup-
porters. Many of them waved
banners emblazoned with swas-
tikas. Some of the Nazis had
stitched the symbol into the
middle of the Austrian flag.

"What we are experiencing at
this moment," Hitler proclaimed
in Vienna, "is being experienced

also by all other German
people. Whatever happens, the
German Reich as it stands to-
day shall never be broken by
anyone again and shall never be
torn apart.”

Hitler has already signed a
decree making himselfthe Com-
mander-in Chief of the armed
forces of Germany and Austria.
All soldiers in Austria must
swear allegiance to the Nazi
leader, who is now the Fuhrer
of more than 70 million people.

Wrong-Way Corrigan
Lands In Dublin

Douglas G. Corrigan, the
daredevil American aviator who
had been forbidden to make a
solo transatlantic flight, landed
in Dublin today, explaining with
a straight face that his compass
misled him into believing that
he was flying from New York to
California. Corrigan says he
flew in clouds when he took off
from Roosevelt Field, Long Is-

<33>Elite .
Eye Care ~

Dr.Jare Wgt » O Ren Brack

i /|
5161 -C Moores Mill Road EpyWICH, qidan

852-6560

land, and his compass said he
was heading west. He adds that
he realized his mistake only
when he sighted land at the end
of the 28-hour flight. U.S. and
Irish officials say he will get
little or no punishment although
he broke the rules of both coun-
tries, earning the nickname of
"Wrong-Way Corrigan”

Dizzy Dean Traded

The baseball world was
stunned when the Cardinals
traded Dizzy Dean to the Chicago
Cubs for three players and cash.
It seemed clear that the Cards
were trying to unload their
"problem child." Dean was voted
most valuable player in the
National League in 1934.
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Minimum Wage
Set At 40 Cents
An Hour

President Roosevelt has
signed the Fair Labor Standards
Act, which establishes a
mimimum wage of 40 cents an
hour and a maximum work
week of 44 hours. The new regu-
lations will apply only to those
American businesses engaged in
interstate commerce.

Five days ago, the president
signed the Recovery-Spending
Act, allocating over $3.7 billion
for the employable jobless.

Roosevelt punctuated that
signing ceremony at his Hyde
Park, New York, home with a
prediction: The national income
will increase to $60 billion, up
from previous estimates of $50
billion. The President also empha-
sized that for every man or
woman employed in a public
works project, about two and a
half other workers are employed
in the private sector.

“Money will buy a fine dog,
but only kindness will make
him wag his tail.”

Jenny Adams, Athens

NBC Thrills Millions In
First Nation-Wide
Radio Hook Up

Will Rogers and stars
across the nation enthralled an
audience of millions tonight.

National Broadcasting Com-
pany hooked up all 48 states to
a giant "studio" where entertain-
ers hundreds of miles apart
sang, laughed and bantered.
Cowboy humorist Rogers
broadcast from his home in
Beverly Hills. He delivered a
pithy monologue, part of it in
Spanish for Mexican listeners.
He then introduced Al Jolson
in New Orleans, who sang "Cali-
fornia, here | come" and other hits.
Next, Paul Whiteman and his or-
chestra in New York performed
Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue."
Finally, the spotlight fell on Chi-
cago, where Fred and Dorothy
Stone sang duets.

The program's sponsor,
Dodge Brothers, took the oppor-
tunity to introduce its Victory Six.
The company president described
the automobile in a brief broad-
cast from Detroit. Dodge Broth-
ers should thank Mother Nature
for delivering clear skies and crisp
transmissions nationwide. It is
doubtful if this experiment will
be tried again.

Announcing the opening of her practice

Jennifer Gray

Attorney at Law

109A North Jefferson Street

Suite 8

Huntsville, Al 35801
256-533-1874

Areas of practice to include Real Estate
Transactions, Criminal Law, Wills, Family Law
and Mediation

Certifications include Mediation and Alternative
Dispute Resolution

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."
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The Legend of
“Devil” Monroe

Evans

The people of the Tennessee
Valley had good reason to fear
the man known as the "Devil of
the Mountains."

William Monroe Evans, dur-
ing a span of almost thirty years,
terrorized the Tennessee Valley by
killing, hanging and burning
anyone or anything that dared
to stand in his path. Not even
the Yankees, under General
Mitchell's command, would be
guilty of such savagery and cru-
elty

Evans was born on the
Madison-Marshall county line
around 1842 to a family that
history has forgotten. From the
few accounts available it seems
as if his family eked out a liv-
ing on a few acres of land where
they worked halfheartedly at
growing a garden and raising a
few pigs. The farm, if it could
be called that, was located in the
mountains now overlooking
Lake Guntersville.

Evans learned at an early
age that the mountains, almost
completely inaccessible and hid-
den from prying eyes, was a per-
fect place to hide any livestock
that happened to become sepa-
rated from their rightful own-
ers.

Finding the life of a brigand
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more to his liking than work-
ing on a hard scrabble farm, he
quickly embraced his newly cho-
sen career. Gathering about him
a few other miscreants and es-
tablishing a base camp in the
hills, he soon established himself
as the leader.

The years preceding the Civil
War were good ones for the band
of budding desperados. Money
had no real meaning to them as
there were few places to spend
it in the hills. They were con-
tent to rustle an occasional steer,
and driving it back into the
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mountains, slaughter it when they were
hungry. The remainder of their time was
spent lolling about the crude shacks and
lean-tos they called home and drinking the
cheap homemade whiskey they concocted.

If ever the need for hard money arose,
all they had to do was to sneak into the
outlying areas of Huntsville, New Hope or
Guntersville and burglarize someone's
home.

At first, the citizens were content to post
guards, but try as they might, they could
never catch the outlaws in the act.

Evans seemed to find this highly amus-
ing. Repeatedly, after confiscating some beef
from its hapless owner, he would appear
in town the next day as if daring someone
to speak out against him.

Showing up in New Hope one day, after
a particularly successful foray the night
before, Evans began to taunt a farmer
whose cattle he had stolen. The farmer was
afraid of Evans, and as the outlaw real-
ized this, the more brazen his abuse be-
came. Finally the farmer, unable to take
anymore, mounted his horse and left town.

The whole incident might have ended
there if Evans had left town too, but in-
stead he chose to stay, along with his com-
rades, and spend the day drinking.

Late that afternoon with the sun was
still shining brightly, the brigands wobbled
out of the saloon and staggered to where
their horses were waiting, when all of a
sudden their drunken revelry was inter-
rupted by a loud shout.

"Evans, | want my cattle back!"

It was the farmer and in his hands,
pointed straight at Evans, was a shotgun.

Evans made a sudden move, and when
he did the farmer blasted away. Although
the shot missed Evans, it tore a gaping hole
in the shoulder of one of his men.

Hunt™Mul
Sire
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As Evans stood there unharmed, a cruel and vi-
cious sneer spread across his face when he realized
the farmer's gun was now empty. Slowly raising his
pistol toward the defenseless farmer, Evans was heard
to mutter, "self defense,” as he cold-bloodily killed his
first man.

Whereas before, Evans had been a troublesome thief,
now he was a Killer. Many people later said that with his
first taste of blood he had become the devil incarnate. And
with his hideouts in the surrounding mountains itwas not
long before he became known as the "Devil of the Moun-
tains."

At first Evans seemed to relish his new-found notori-
ety. The people in the surrounding communities, never
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overly fond of him, now shunned
him completely. Men that at least
had tolerated him before, now
hung their heads and made ex-
cuses to leave whenever he en-
tered a building.

This only served to enrage
Evans and drive him to further
extremes.

With no friends except his
motley gang of brigands, Evans
became embittered, some people
claimed, at the whole human
race. A person could look at
Evans in a quizzical manner and
find his barn burned the same
night, a bartender who refused
to serve him might end up with
a load of buckshot in his back.

The law was helpless. With
Nno witnesses or evidence there
was little the sheriff could do.
Anyone who spoke up against
Evans was destined to feel his
vengeance.

When the Civil War broke out

there lived in the northern part
of Marshall County a man by
the name of John Dickey; aman
who was known for his hatred
towards his neighbors. After
federal troops took control of
the area north of the Tennessee
River, Dickey offered his ser-
vices to the union commander.
Dickey's hatred for his own
people was wrongly interpreted
as patriotism to the Union, and
so the yankees commissioned
him a captain of scouts with the
power to organize a company to
operate in North Alabama.

This new company was com-
posed mostly of men who had
deserted the Confederate army
or had been dodging conscrip-
tion. Many of these men were
also wanted by the law.

Lured by the opportunity to
pillage and plunder atwill, Evans
joined the company and found to
his pleasant surprise that he was
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in his element. John Dickey and
"Devil" Monroe Evans cut a swath
of vengeance across the valley
that would terrify even their own
band.

Men were dragged from their
homes and murdered, some of
them in the presence of their
families. Volney Elliot was shot
in the back, Alfred Clark was
hung near New Hope, Davis
Russell was shot and his body
cruelly mutilated. Fletcher Lewis
was found hung a few miles out-
side of Huntsville.

For most of them, their only
crime was in crossing paths
with "Devil* Monroe and John
Dickey

The Confederate army was
powerless to stop these atroci-
ties and the Federal government
refused to help. Evans, Dickey and
men like them, the federals rea-
soned, were helping the north-
ern cause by keeping the rebel
sympathizers in check.

By war's end, Evans and
Dickey were the most hated men
in the Tennessee Valley. Although
legally operating under the aus-
pices of the federal army, they
had committed no crimes. The ex-
confederate soldiers returning
home saw things differently

John Dickey deciding dis-
cretion was the better part of
valor, pulled up stakes and
moved to Texas. Evans, with his
small band of cut-throats, re-
treated into the hills above New
Hope in anticipation of impend-
ing retribution.

An uneasy truce seemed to
prevail for a while. The people

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,
all types and sizes.

in the valley stayed out of the
mountains and Evans rarely if
ever went to town. When he did,
he was always carrying his shot-
gun.
Again, the whole affair might
have ended there if Evans had
not become smitten by a comely
young lass on the outskirts of
town. Soon he became a regu-
lar visitor to the young lady's
farm in an attempt to woo her
hand. The girl's father had no
use for Evans. He repeatedly
told his daughter that he would
never stand for Evans marrying
her as long as there was any life
in his body.

To Evans, that was talk he
could understand.

Riding up to the girl's home
late one afternoon, he killed the
father and carried the girl off
into the mountains.

The good folks of New Hope
were outraged. A mob began to
gather and there was talk ofbring-
ing Evans to justice. The sheriff
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"and if Evans is married to her
now that means she can't tes-
tify."

In public, the men agreed
with the sheriff but in private
they had other ideas....

It wasn't long before Evans
and his wicked ways came to the
attention of the local, night-
shirted gentry known as the Ku
Klux Klan.

According to popular legend,
the Klan placed a two hundred
dollar bounty on Evans' head
and within days, he was playing
dodge the bullet whenever he
wandered down from the hills.

This was more than Evans'
pride could bear. Calling his
men together he laid plans to
dynamite the Masonic Hall and
the Methodist church, both
strongholds of his enemies.
Fortunately for the townspeople
of New Hope, word of the
scheme leaked out and before
Evans could act, warrants were
obtained for his arrest.

After several long and hard
days in the saddle the posse
cornered Evans and his men
near the present-day city of Arab.
The pack resisted arrest and in
the ensuing gunfight several gang
members were shot to death.

Evans escaped, though se-
verely wounded. He hid in the
mountains until his injuries
had heciled sufficiently enough
to allow him to travel. Deciding
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(256) 859-7477
1-888-622-1049

that both Madison and Marshall
counties were dangerous to his
health, he moved his wife and
what was left of his gang to the
mountains of Morgan County.

Cast out of the hills that he
called home and with no friends,
Evans began to look for other
means of solace. It didn't take him
long to find what he was looking
for.

Cloaked in the veil of religion
and casting himselfas amodern-
day Gabriel out to rid the world
of wickedness,
Evans pro-
claimed himself a
converted man ...
a prophet of God.

Of course,
cattle and hogs
kept disappearing
and he still car-
ried the same
shotgun wherever
he ventured.

Traditional
religion must
have weighed too
heavily upon his
shoulders. Instead
of spending his
time in church
spitting hell, fire
and brimstone, he
began to have vi-
sions.

"God," he said,
"has told me to
punish the non-

Tes«her
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believers."

This punishment usually
took the form of larceny, to the
delight of his slovenly gang.

Next he had visions of many
wives.

"God," he said, "has in-
structed me to take more wives
so that our truth mightbe spread.”

"Devil" Evans believed in prac-
ticing his newly discovered religion
and it wasn't long before there
were seven wives living in his
shanty, with a multitude of min-
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iature devils playing in the yard.

It would be satisfying if we could, at this point,
record that "Devil" Evans became a changed man,
but alas, if anything, he became even more cruel.
Despite his many wives (or maybe because of them)
he began spending more time with his gang of brig-
ands.

And now, with a bible in one hand and a shot-
gun in the other, he considered any livestock that
wandered his way "donations for the Lord's work."

Evans would call on some hapless farmer, and
with his shotgun lying across the saddle in front
of him, inform the man that he would surely die
and go to hell unless he saw it in his heart to
make a sizable contribution.

Every grand jury that was impaneled between
1875 and 1891 tried to indict Evans for his many
crimes, but through perjured testimony and in-
timidation of crucial witnesses he managed to over-
come their every effort.

Many people began to think that the "Devil" was
truly invincible. In the summer of 1891, Evans
and his son, John, were once again out collecting
“contributions”. Unfortunately Pierce Mooney ar-
rived in time to catch the duo burglarizing his
home.

Mooney pulled a gun and began firing as father
and son headed for the hills. The following morn-
ing Mooney was ambushed as he was feeding his
livestock. Although in critical condition he was
able to crawl back to the house where his wife
sent for the doctor.

Evans knew Mooney was in critical condition
so he waited in hiding for the doctor on the way to
the patient's house.

The physician, after being warned not to at-
tend the wounded man, made as if he was going
back to town. Instead, he cut through the woods
and returned to the house by another route.

Next Evans and his son tried to run Mooney's
wife off. Hiding in the woods they fired their weap-
ons at the house and in a loud voice warned her
that if she did not leave, she too would be shot.

Meanwhile word had reached town of the das-
tardly attack and the "Devil's" attempt to silence
the witness. That same afternoon Evans' son rode
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into town to pick up some sup-
plies and was promptly arrested
and carried to Baileyton for
trial.

When Evans received word
of his son's arrest he mounted
his horse and carrying his shot-
gun, rode into town. For once
his shotgun was of no help. He
was seized by an angry mob and
placed in an empty store build-
ing under guard until the au-
thorities could decide what to do
with them.

Late that night, August 15th,
1891 a mob of almost two hun-
dred people approached the
store and demanded custody of
Monroe Evans and his son.

The guards offered no resis-
tance

The condemned men were
tied up and marched outside to
the nearest tree limb.

Devil Evans departed this
world with a curse on his lips
and the gleam of a fanatic in his
eyes. His son, John, began cry-
ing and begging for mercy as the
noose was placed around his
neck.

According to one account,
seconds after the hanging took
place a violent thunderstorm
swept over the valley, with hor-

“A low voter turnout is an
indication of fewer people
going to the polls.”

John F. Kerry
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rendous claps of thunder and
solid sheets of rain pulverizing
everything in its path.

"The Devil," they said, "is tak-
ing his due.”

The next week the following
item appeared in the "Alabama
Tribune" newspaper:

"Rube Burrow was shot
down by Carter and his name
was lauded to the skies as a
hero. Ford, in a most cowardly
manner, shot and killed Jesse
James but the state of Missouri
paid him large sums of money.
Both of these men had some re-
deeming qualities. They were
true to theirfamilies and true to
theirfriends. But this man had
none.

He was not true to his coun-
try or hisfamily. But the men
who relieved North Alabama of
the presence of this man are
called by some misinformed
persons, brutes and murderers.

Evans' poor wife is in a bet-
ter condition. The man who
wrecked her life and educated
her sonfor the gallows is gone.
She will no longer be insulted by
the presence of her husband's
harem.

His gang is scattered to the
four winds and peace and or-
der have taken theirplace. The
last stronghold of the devil in the
Tennessee Valley has been
destroyed and the people say
'‘Amen!!"
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Court Nenws Ham 1886

- Esquire Figg was a busy man yesterday.
The Tim Wilson mule-stealing case has been
well worked up by Deputy Sheriff Fulghram.
Two Negroes named Thomas Wilson and Ed
Morris have been implicated. At a preliminary
examination his Honor bound both prisoners
over and their address for the present is cell
No. 12, new jail, Huntsville, Alabama.

- Alfred Pope complained of one William
Hunter, whom he wanted placed under bond to
keep the peace. Alfred, it seems, is a litde ner-
vous and Mr. Hunter threatened him just to see
him shake. Hunter however avers that he only
makes threats when he gets drunk and claims that
it doesn't happen that often.

His Honor concluded that William would
keep from getting drunk if he was placed under
a peace bond, and it was accordingly filed.

- Jerome Mitchel was charged five dollars
and warned to stay off the streets and to not carry
agun when drunk. He did both last week and was
soundly thrashed before being arrested.

-a h

Private Robert James, son \

of the notorious outlaw Frank

James, was stationed here in

1898 as a bodyguard for tlji
General Coppinger. J >

He had been in Huntsville N

once before when his father
stood trial for a payroll robbery.

820 Wellman Ave.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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Telephone Rules
from 1919

"To answer, don't say "hello." That means
less than nothing. Simply lift your earpiece to
your ear and say Johnnie Brown at 14, if that
happens to be your name and number. Always
ring one short ring when through talking; this
notifies the operator that the line is open and can
be used by someone else.

"If the operator is slow to answer, don't get
mad and say hard things to her; this only com-
plicates matters.

"One minute is long enough to talk; over
three minutes will be charged extra. We will,
however, use some judgement in enforcing this
rule. The purpose is to cut out useless gab
and childish talk.

"Report all phone and line troubles to the
manager. If the line is broken and you can
make a temporary connection with a piece of
wire, we will appreciate it.

"Operators do not have time to carry on
conversations—please do not expect it of them.

"Always hang up your receiver earpiece
down when through talking; otherwise, your
batteries will be exhausted and your bells cut
out. Ring off by giving the crank one turn.

"In dry weather it sometimes happens that
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the earth around the ground rods gets very dry. By
digging a small hole around them, and pouring on
two buckets of water twice a week, you will greatly
improve the service ofyour telephone.

"Anyone caught using insulators on poles for tar-
get practice will have their phone disconnected.”
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A Letter

Submitted by Terry Vickers and Ginny
Campbell

The following letter was written by
Hugh Martin Childress of Brownsboro,
Alabama. At the beginning of the Civil
War he, along with his twin brother George
Childress, enlisted in the Confederate Army.

Mississippi, Vicksburg - July the 20th,
1862

Dear Miss,

It is with gratitude to you that this
morning | take my seat to write you an
answer to your Kkind letter. It was Saturday
and darkness had fell upon the earth and |
had said a short prayer and raised a song
of praise to God. | had thrown myself upon
my blankets in my tent for another nights
repose. It was near nine, yes | reckon ten
when | was suddenly aroused by a foot-
step and then avoice calling me said here's
a letter for you. You can't imagine how |
felt knowing it was from you as | had just
received a letter from home.

| arose, gathered the letter, lighted a
candle and read it and you can't imagine
how happy | was to hear from you and
hear that you was well but | was very sorry
to hear of the family. | hope that they all be
well long before this reaches you if not
well before now.

I reckon you want to know what sort of
a place I live in. We are encamped five or
six miles from Vicksburg in a flat low hol-
low of a place with high round green hills
all round. We have to walk out to town
every two or three days to guard the place
to keep the yanks from landing their forces
here.

We go to the river and stay all night
and then fall back three or four hundred
yards among the hills. We can see the
yankee gun boats from town. They bom-
bard us every day. One shell killed one lieu-
tenant in the company next to me last Mon-
day night and knocked several other men
down. | hope we will leave this place be-
fore long. | don't like this place.

Uncle Samuel L. Moon is well and S.W.
is here sound and looks better than | ever
saw him. Jackson Moon went to the hos-
pital from Tupelo. He looked like a skel-

eton and fear he will never getwell if he is not dead before
now. | have not heard from him in nearly a month. Brother

George left us at the
same place. He had
a very hard spell of
the fever but | heard
that he was getting
well again. He is at
Columbus, Missis-
sippi.

I hope you will
excuse bad writing
and spelling for | am
in a hurry this morn-
ing. | have to go to
take some letters to
cousin Bob Peevy. |
suppose he is going
to start today.

Hettie, you must
write to me as often
as you can get the
chance to send a let-
ter for | love to hear
from you and my
country.

Don't think that |
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am so bad dissatisfied about the
conscript actfor | am getting will-
ing to do anything that | can for
my country although | would be
glad to see you and be at home
with. Still I am willing to do my
part of anything to obtain peace
again.

You must write to me as
soon as you get this. Send your
letter by Robert W. Peevy when
he comes back. Give my love to
you all, receive a portion for
yourself.

Excuse my scolding in the
other letter for | wanted to hear
from you so bad. So nothing
more only | remain your ever
faithful friend till death.

H.M. Childress to Hester
Ann Chandler (your lover).

Less than two weeks after
writing this letter H.M.
Childress was killed at Baton
Rouge, La. Two months later
his twin brother was killed at
Corinth, Miss.

How To Blow
Up A Tornado

from 1885 newspaper

Mr. John F Schultz of
Decatur has thought of a way to
fight tornadoes, which he de-
scribed in a letter to the news-
paper. His plain is to blow them
up with gunpowder.

A keg of powder would be
kept near the house or village
to be protected. When the fun-
nel cloud appears, a cool-headed
man would wheel the powder
into line with the approaching
storm, retire about 100 yards
to the northwest, then wait un-
til the air monster is just over
the keg, then fire the powder by
electricity.

Mr. Schultz's idea is that a
charge of gunpowder would
properly give a tornado a lift
that would save awhole village.
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Politicians and diapers should
be changed regularly and for
the same reason.
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The Night Bette Davis
Played Huntsville

by Dex Nilsson

You didn't know that the fa-
mous actress, Bette Davis, once
played Huntsville?

Maybe it's because there were
12 inches of snow that night,
the roads were shut down, and
the place where she performed
was supposed to be closed.
Here's the story:

The 1959-1960 season was
the 10th for the Huntsville Little
Theatre, and it was thought that
there should be something spe-
cial with which to celebrate it.
In the mail came an announce-
ment that movie great Bette
Davis was going on tour in a
show about poet Carl Sandburg.
The group decided that sponsor-
ing a performance of it here in
Huntsville would be a highlight
of the season, and it was able
to book the show, called "The
World of Carl Sandburg," for
February 1960.

Stars had been coming to
Huntsville in plays for several

P, am‘
m inhere hot bodies

9 Kissing
Contests

Saturday Feb. 11th
2-9 pm

$50 Gifts

to Couples Entries!

years, sponsored by the Business
& Professional Women, aforerun-
ner of what is today known as the
Broadway Theater League. In-
deed, in December 1959, TV host
Hal March appeared in "Two for
the Seesaw," and also in March,
Joan Blondell would star in "Dark
at the Top of the Stairs.” All such
shows, along with those of the
Little Theatre, were put on in the
Huntsville High School Audito-
rium. Because of a scheduling
conflict, though, the Bette Davis
play was booked into the new Lee
Junior High School Auditorium.
"The World of Carl Sandburg"
starred Davis, Barry Sullivan, and
guitarist-singer Clark Allen. Itwas
more than a poetry reading, as
Davis and Sullivan acted out the
poetry, assuming dozens of char-
acters and costumes. The ideafor
the show came from Norman
Corwin, who adapted and di-
rected it. He put the show together
in the fall of 1959 in Maine, where

Bette and her husband Gary
Merrill were living. Itwas relatively
simple to produce, and itwas de-
cided to tour the country with it
before trying Broadway. It origi-
nally starred the couple, but Bette
and Gary bickered constantly,
and Gary was reportedly drink-
ing heavily - their marriage was
nearing an end. On tour, Gary
was replaced by "quick-study"
Sullivan.
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At this time, Bette Davis had
made 68 Hollywood movies.
She would go on to make 19
more, plus 14 for television.
Her best known may be "Of Hu-
man Bondage," "Jezebel," and
"All About Eve." The start of her
horror movies like "What Ever
Happened to Baby Jane?" was
three years away. Barry Sullivan
likewise had nearly 50 movies
to his credit; he would go on to
be in 104, plus another 100 TV
shows. He had most recently
been directing episodes of the
popular TV series, "Highway
Patrol."

The tour happened in acara-
van of cars and a series of one-
nighters. Bette liked it. In No-
vember she commented that
producer Armand Deutsch "set
up our production that we never
have to worry about new lights
and mikes in each town. Our
own equipment travels right
alongwith us."” Back then, itwas
innovative. The show eventually
reached Broadway in September
1960 with Bette starring with
Leif Erickson. He was no re-
placement for Gary Merrill, or
even Barry Sullivan, and the
show got mixed reviews. Davis
later said, "I wouldn't have
missed that year for a million
dollars. There's an excitement
and challenge playing different
places that you can't get in a
single theatre."

Here, at the start of 1960, the
Huntsville Little Theatre had great
aspirations. HLT had formed an

Open Daily

"Where Bowling is Family Fun™"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get

"advisory committee" to see how
it could get a theater of its own,
instead of performing in the
1,000-seat high school auditorium
-big, but with quite limited facili-
ties and restraining rules. The
committee consisted of Mrs. Will-
iam Bradley Baker, Edwin Bartee,

We can simplify
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Hugh Doak, Jr., Walter Eigenbrod,
Emil Hellebrand, Mrs. Tom
Jones, Jr., Dr. Alexandria Kates,
Rev. Edsel Keith, Will Mickle,
Harry Rhett, Jr., Mayor R.B.
Searcy, Jimmy Taylor, and J.T.
Uptain. With the committee's
encouragement, in January
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1960, Nancy Nilsson, HLT's presi-
dent, addressed the City Council,
saying that HLT would try to raise
the funds if the city would give it
land onwhich to build a 400-seat
theater. Not much came of this
particular request, except that it
was the start of lobbying for afa-
cility that later resulted in the
small theater that's in today's Von
Braun Civic Center.

Always the optimist, Nancy
wrote a personal letter to Bette
Davis, via the producer, asking
if she and the cast would like a
light supper after the perfor-
mance, with a small group in a
private home. Walter Eigenbrod
on the advisory committee had
volunteered to play host at his
home, which was at 312 Will-
iams Avenue. To her surprise,
Nancy received a handwritten
note back from Bette saying that
they would be delighted. She re-
marked that no one ever seemed
to ask them, and it would be
wonderful to go somewhere
other than back to a hotel.

Ticket sales were sluggish.
As the Tuesday, February 16,
date neared, about half the tick-
ets were sold - about 500 or so
- leaving HLT hoping that a last
minute box office surge would
keep it from losing too much
money. But then there was a
problem:

The Huntsville Times head-
lines of Sunday, February 14,
said it best: "Highways to Hunts-

“This applicant is depriving
a village somewhere of an
idiot.”

Overheard from a manager after
ajob interview

Mrs. Ford

House Cleaning

You deserve to
Pamper yourself!

694-1301

ville Blocked. Vehicles Stalled.
Paralyzed North Alabama Fights
to Keep Head Above Heavy
Snow." Snow depths ranged up
to 12 inches. By Monday, it was
worse. Temperature dropped to
a low of 8 degrees. Roads were
deemed unsafe for travel, so
Superintendent Raymond Chris-
tian declared that schools would
be closed Monday and Tuesday.
Forget box office sales. HLT
didn't know whether Davis and
troupe could get here, and if they
did, whether they could even get
into the school to perform.
The troupe did arrive in the
afternoon, checking into the
Russel Erskine Hotel. Nancy got
the school to open for the per-
formance. The narrow streets to
the school and the school park-

ing lot weren't cleared, and the
auditorium wasn't too well
heated - which is a nice way of
saying it was cold. But 400
brave souls showed up, and "The
World of Carl Sandburg" went
on as scheduled.

Afterwards, the cast and
their car were led to the
Eigenbrod home. The party was
given by the advisory commit-
tee, who, with officers of HLT,
were the only ones present. Jay
Fryman, Bill Schwarz, and |
were the at-large members of the
HLT board that year, and so we
were at the party. Jay recalls that
his car pulled up behind that of
the cast, and he was the first to
meet Bette as she got out of her
car, helping her, as he put it,
climb over a snow bank. He also
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clearly remembers her white er-
mine cape.

Refreshments were served
buffet style from the dining
room table which had a fine
floral centerpiece.

A Times article the next day
described Davis' dress: black taf-
feta with afitted bodice and por-
trait neckline. She alsowore long
white gloves and that white
ermine cape.

Jay also recalled Bill
Schwarz's wife, Pat, asking Bette
how much longer the tour would
last - it had been 15 weeks so
far. It was to end on Friday she
found out. Pat remarked, "Well
then you'll finally be glad to get
home to Gary." Bette frowned
and said, "My dear, you're too
big a girl to think that." It would
turn out that Bette would file for
divorce from Gary in May.

I remember Bette sitting
comfortably and relaxed in a
corner chair, many of us seated
on the floor at her feet. She was
most gracious and talked for
hours - in no hurry to fight the

snow or return to the hotel.
Sullivan, on the other hand,
paced back and forth. We were
all surprised how tall he was,
and he had looked good on stage
- but we also all recall that up
close his face was wrinkled and
pockmarked. His biggest interest
was getting on - he was to play
Nashville and Chattanooga and
then leave the tour for an appear-
ance on TV's biggest dramatic
show, "Playhouse 90."

We kept apologizing for hav-
ing only 400 people in atten-
dance, in an auditorium that
could seat 1,000. Both Bette and
Barry thought the audience was
very responsive - one of the best
to whom they had played. And
it was then that Bette Davis
taught me something | have al-
ways remembered and put to
good use. She said, 'You worry
only about the people who come
to see you. If you have one per-
son in the audience, you give that
person your best performance.
Don't ever worry about the people
who don't show up.”
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When Huntsville
was Home to
the Super Chief

by Ken Owens

It's difficult to imagine that, if history
had taken a different course, automobile
manufacturing could have meant more to
Huntsville than the space industry.

But that's exactly what might have hap-
pened, if the Keller automobile achieved
the success it could have.

The story began thousands of miles
from Huntsville, in San Diego, Califor-
nia. As World War Il was drawing to a close
in 1945, many defense jobs were being
phased out. John Lefield recognized that,
and decided he'd better get involved in some-
thing else before he was out of ajob.

Together with S. A. Williams, and
Studebaker executive George Keller, he
developed a fiberglass compact car called
the "Bobbi" in California.

Although still in the prototype stages,
the Bobbi seemed to fill a niche in the
auto market for smaller cars. It weighed
only 800 pounds, very light even by today's
standards. After some refinements and de-
velopment, they were ready to go to work
on Phase Two: marketing the car.

The advertising and promotion were
handled by S. A. Williams, with considerable
success. The mediawas interested and pub-
lished articles harking the car's virtues and
advantages. Williams also bought advertis-
ing space in newspapers and magazines to
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further push the wave of favorable response. Potential in-
vestors displayed interest and the press continued to be
favorable.

Things were goingjust fine until California officials dug
up some dirt on Williams' past that threatened the entire
project. Apparently he'd been involved in some question-
able business dealings before, including stock swindle and
counterfeiting. Not exactly the kind of reputation needed to
launch a business venture. The press turned the Guns of
Navaronne on Williams personally, speculating that this ven-
ture was probably a scam and referred to his prison record
as proof. What the project needed was a significant geo-
graphical change. The operation was moved to Alabama
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when the Birmingham Chamber
of Commerce contracted Keller to
find civilian use for an empty air-
craft manufacturing facility there.
Investor Hubert Mitchell of
Hartselle was impressed with the
idea of the Bobbi and its poten-
tial. He joined the firm and
bankrolled most of the early op-
eration.

It didn't remain long in Bir-
mingham; Mitchell wanted it
closer to home, and Redstone
Arsenal was just the place. The
year was 1947, and the Arsenal
was also welcoming post war in-
dustry development. The old
Betchler-McOne airplane plant
was chosen as the site, and the
Huntsville Chamber of Commerce
was elated. The name was
changed to Keller Automobile
Company. About 130 workers
were employed and things geared
up toward a promising future.
Keller had been a respected and
successful executive with
Studebaker, so the name change
was significant - and helpful for
market recognition.

Plans and production forged
ahead. Painstakingly, early mod-
els called the Keller Super Chief
were assembled, mostly by
hand, at the Redstone Plant.

The Super Chief, a subcom-
pact station wagon, was really
ahead of its time. The cabs of
these cars were all wood. In ad-
dition to the station wagon,
plans were in the works for con-
vertibles with options such as
front or rear mounted engines.
It seated 5 people and claimed
35 MPG with engines manufac-
tured by Hercules (known
mainly for tractor engines).

Keller Automobile Company
even had an engineering office
in Detroit for the purpose of
obtaining parts for the car while
it was being developed and
prototyped. The Hercules en-
gines were contracted from the
Detroit office, as well as other
miscellaneous parts (the Super

Chief used Buick hubcaps, for
example).

away from hundreds of millions
of dollars of additional backing-

The Super Chiefwas to have
sold for about $900. The pro-
duction line on Redstone Arse-
nal was slated to produce
16.000 cars the first year, then
72.000 the year after that.
George Keller used his contacts
in the automotive business well
to propel the project along. The
car appeared in some significant
auto shows in New York and
Detroit, and was well received
by the public.

Financial backing was posi-
tive, too: Keller successfully sold
$2.5 million of the company's $5
million stock offerings, obtained
dealer franchise commitments
totaling $450,000 from all around
the country, and was one day
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when he died suddenly of a heart
attack in October of 1949.

At that point, the wheels fell
off, so to speak. Big backers
choked, stalled and backed out,
convinced that the company
couldn’t produce without Keller.

Mitchell couldn’t find an in-
dividual to replace Keller in the
90 days granted in the stock
option contract; the stock was
removed from sale and the com-
pany had no choice but to dis-
solve operations and go out of
business. Only 2,530 cars were
actually produced on Redstone
Arsenal during the firm’s brief
life span, and the dream of thou-
sands of “Made in Huntsville”
Kellers on America’s roadways
never materialized.

It's hard to imagine, but in-
teresting to speculate - what if
the Keller really succeeded and
made it big? Would Huntsville
be comparable to Detroit in auto
manufacturing? And could a
modern aerospace city peace-
fully co-exist with a successful
automative one?

Shaker
Lemon Pie

2 lemons

2 c. granulated sugar
4 eggs, beaten
Pastry Shell

Cut very thin slices of lem-
ons with rinds. Place in bowl and
add sugar. Let stand for 2 hours.

Add beaten eggs and stir
well. Pour into pastry and bake
for 15 minutes at 450 degrees.

Reduce heatto 350 degrees
and continue baking for 30
minutes and knife inserted
comes out clean.
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Pl-iiii i,,i | =

Old Huntsville Page 55

Remembering

by Nolan Myrick

I spent most of my early life
with my grandparents, Acklin
and Annie White, who lived on
the Old Rescue Road and their
farm bordered on Kidd creek.

I don't know when electric
power was available or when
they got power but they didn't
have it in the early fifties when |
was there. We sat around and
played rook by the light of the
fireplace and kerosene lamps in
the winter. In the summer we
usually didn't stay up late at
night because we had a lot of
work to do and most of the time
we went to sleep about dark. |

remember we had old army cots
in the yard with metal springs
and we slept in the yard under
an old white oak tree where it
was cool. | remember the dark-
ness because no one else on the
mountain had power either. Cars
were scarce and no one hardly
ever came down the road after
dark. It seemed like the light-
ning bugs were twice as bright
then. Sometimes on a clear night
you could see the glow of the
lights in Huntsville, but I believe
being homesick for east Hunts-
ville made me see the glow bet-
ter.
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mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com
http://www.ruthsnutrition.com
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I spent my time at 1312
Beirne Ave. That's where my
parents lived and where | stayed
when | had to go to school at
East Clinton Elementary and
grew up with some of the best
people on earth. We also went
to church at Fifth Street Bap-
tist where Brother M.G. Wilson
was the pastor. You could learn
a lot in East Huntsville in the
fifties.

Now back to Morgan City
and my grandparents’ farm. We
had two mules, John and Blue
were their names. We owned 30
acres and row cropped about
12 acres and the rest was woods
and pasture. As best as | can
remember we had about five
acres of cotton and seven acres
of corn. We also had about an
acre in the vegetable garden.

We did everything by hand or
mule labor. Today we could have
advertised our operation as be-
ing total organic farming. We
put the manure from the ani-
mals back on the land. Hoes
were used for weed control and
we picked the bugs off by hand.
Most of the time in the summer
we were up before daylight and
milked the cow by lantern light
and listened to the battery pow-
ered radio for the
weather. Sometimes we
got to listen to the Lone
Ranger in the evening.
Grandma listened to the
soap opera nearly every
day and she made me set
on the couch so she
could keep an eye on me
while she listened.

When the produce got
ready in the garden
Poppa and me would
pick a big load in the
evening and load itin the
1953 Chevrolet pickup
and cover it up with wet
burlap sacks ( toe sacks)
so it would stay fresh.
About four the next
morning we would be up

and headed down the mountain
for Huntsville. In those days it
was a two lane road and there
was a sharp curve at the foot of
the mountain. | always felt bet-
ter when we got around the curve
because Poppa wasn't the best
driver in the world. | didn't enjoy
the Whitesburg bridge either, but
you had to cross it to get to Hunts-
ville. We rode up and down the
streets blowing the horn selling
our produce. That's how we lived
until the cotton came in.

My poppa White and
grandma White were the best
friends | had on earth. | learned
how to work at Morgan City, Ala.
What | know about farming
came from those times and now |
am grateful for the time my grand-
parents gave me. Now the old
house is falling down and kudzu
has eaten up the sheds an old
barn. The old farm still lives in my
memories, just like it was in the
fifties.

“The telephone pole was
approaching fast. |was
attempting to swerve out of
its path when it struck my
frontend.”

Seen on accidentreport

JLIF k&
Setting fame* ut tiu

one*fat over 33 yean&f

Storewide
After-Christmas
Clearance!

the

soap dish

located inside

Hartlex Antique Mall

181 Hugléeé-ﬁ)ﬁtii/‘adison

and to the world wide web...
www.thesoapdishonline.com

A Unique Body & Bath
Boutique featuring
soaps, candles,

bath items, linens

and unique

gifts for that

special

person on

your list.

132 Je+plex Lane
Madison, AL 35758
(256) 774-3600

REAttf Huntsville

2420 L&N Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Office: (256)551-0557
Fax: (256( 512-9757

Direct: (256)656-2939

Exchoffice jrriwgerTtinty oared erd BMEM.

Ifyou are looking for Knowledge, Experience,
Professionalism, Inte%nt and Personal
Service in a Real Estate Professional,

Radical Lamb has them all.


http://www.thesoapdishonline.com

Coming To
Huntsville
In 1955

by Betty Gately

At early dawn, August 1955,
my husband Ward, myself, and
our seven year old son drove
Into Huntsville. We had left our
lifetime home, work, families
and friends in Springfield, Mis-
souri, to come to Huntsville,
Alabama, to live and work for
our faith. At the time we had no
idea that decision would lead us
to build a Church and a private
Christian School that helped edu-
cate over 8,000 youth
between 1958 and 1978.

I shall never forget that sun-
rise | saw as we crested the tall
hill on Holmes Street. Below us,
stretching over much of the val-
ley, lay the small town of Hunts-
ville, Alabama. As the colorful
sunrise outlined the mountains
beyond in the eastern sky, we
saw the first evidence of
welcome which spoke
well of this town. It was
a tall, massive, white
Cross facing the town
on the southern slopes
of Monto Sano Moun-
tain.

We saw in the valley

before us scattered white
framed houses with fields
of cotton interspersed.
There was no Parkway,
only cotton fields sur-
rounding the valley, for
Cotton was still king. We
noted the airport in the
far southern distance.

Elderly men could be
seen daily seated upon
nice wooden benches on
the Courthouse lawn
whittling & visiting. A
statue honoring the brave

youth who gave their lives in the
Civil War stood next to the court-
house.

Streets and sidewalks sur-
rounding the square were wide,
cleaned nightly, and parkingwas
free on both sides of the streets.
All the streets leading from the
square looked the same as the
square. Crowds of Huntsvillians
shopped daily in stores down-
town. Today, there are fewer shop-
pers and not as many cars to be
seen downtown, compared to
those days.

We especially took note of a
large sign above an old store
located on the square. It read,
"Great Is The Power of Cash," It
is amusingly true then and to-
day. Money and power can make
good or bad changes.

A Southern custom we had
to get used to was the practice
of closing down all businesses

“Government employer
looking for candidates.
Criminal background
required.”

Seeninlocal classified ads
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every Wednesday afternoon.
This made possible for all fami-
lies to go to the top of Monto
Sano to enjoy the cool air and

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Huntsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunts-
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575

Our haﬂdS tell the story...

You can count on Meridian Arts to beautifully

hand-carve your frame, to hand-apply gold leaf

to create a stunning gilded frame, or to carefully

restore your treasured art or frame to its original

brilliance. And we also offer awide variety of

frame mouldings and mats, as well as custom

decorated mats to meet all your framing needs.

We depend on our hands to turn the "everyday"

into art. You can depend on our hands too.

305-A Jefferson St.

(256) 534-7475
W, MeridianArts. net

N MERrimjam - aRrs
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GALLERY

‘There’s Art in Everything We Do”
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views. Family and friends
brought picnics, ice cream
churns, melons, and all kinds
of play equipment for youth.

As Huntsville got ready to
celebrate its 150th birthday in
1955 many of the men grew
beards, or 'handle bar' mus-
taches, or both. | never saw long
haired men, however, but some
had long side burns. All were
trying to emulate the early 1800
founders era.

The ladies and young girls
were pictures of propriety, in
gorgeous "Gone With the Wind"
long dresses, with matching
hats and gloves. My husband
and son obtained appropriate at-
tire from loaned top hats and
ties and a sweet, kind 'south-
ern' lady loaned a beautiful
dress with matching hat for me
to wear in that fall 1955 Anni-
versary Parade.

Our very small Church body
entered a float designed by my
husband, Rev. Dr. Ward Gateley.
We built a simulation of a brush
arbor church atop a flatbed
pulled by areliable tractor (a team
of horses was risky in a parade).
Mr. Willis Curtis, an elder in the
Church, posed in a split-tailed
coat as the parson. The Church
was complete with pulpit and
pews filled with the youth of our
Church. A thatched roof covered
the Church and a sign reading
“1805 Brush Arbor” identified it.

We sang “This Old Time Reli-
gion,” and ‘Just As | Am” as we
rode in the parade. People along
the streets joined in. It was a
grand parade around the square
and our float received lots of ac-
claim.

We had only been in
Huntsville for a shortwhile butwe
were already at home.

“The streets are safe in
Philadelphia - it's only the
people who make them
unsafe.”

Frank Rizzo, Mayor

AUCTION

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 @5:00 P.M.

AT: B&W AUCTION
3S6 CAPSHAW ROAD *MADISON, AL

AXTKM }so' <ol 1</,

Partial List: o piece 0ak Refractory Dining Room Suite, 4 Piece Mahogany Bedroon
Suite, Mahogany Telephone Stand. Mice Comer What riot Stand. Chair w/ Jlorthwind race
Footstools, floor Lamp, Pictures & Mirrors, Shadow Bo* frames. Childs Dresser, Small Chim
Cabinet Lots of dlassware Including: Nippon Chocolate Set. Cake Stands. Service for 13
Bavarian Moss Rose China, Delft Creamer Pitchers, Nippon Vase, Collection of Sait at Peppers
Berry Bowl Sets, Hand Painted Plates, Crystal Vases. Snack Plates. Punch Bowl Sets, irit
Herringbone. Steins A Mugs, Sterling CanOie Holders. R S Prussia Covered Bowl, Unusua
Syrup Pitchers, Silverpiate, Lenox, Sets of Dishes, Beaded Purses. Old German Walking Stock
Cast iron Skillets.... Much, Muck MoreW

...... Due to early printing, tbe partial Bating may seem soaU ......
rest aMured though, the building will be full of furniture « glaaaware.

KfMMSMBUEH - Auction starts at 5:00 P.M.
(With the Besto fOutBest selling after 6:00 P.M.)
DOHTBE LATEIII

25&637-1559 / 256-637-8377 Climate Controlled, Smoke free. 10,000- Sq. rt. facility
Wilson Milliard, SL*97 Bill Ombum. SW683 Charles Thorpe, SH 392

Our Next Sale Will Be Sat., Feb. 25 @ 5:00 pm

Web Services - Database Management - Network Infrastructure

256-508-6664
wvm.sandbarconsulting.com

Effective, Affordable, Intelligent Technology Consulting

GPS (-BArms

Estate - Private Collector - Insurance
Sales - Purchases - Cleaning

James T. Straw
FFL Dealer

Email Fax
k>sent® mchsi.com 256.881.3045

Telephone
256.881.3045
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| ewter's Harcoware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers

insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store...
The Way You Remember Them

227 Washlngton St - 539-5777



dihen life m» sinple

Huntsville celebrated its 150th birthday in 1955. Most of the men grew beards but
for the unlucky few who didn’t there were kangaroo courts that would often sentence
people to be placed in the stocks on the courthouse square for all to see.

That same year the Parkway opened, the Dwarf Restaurant began business and
the Arsenal had 6,500 civilian employees.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service~ 7 Pratt Ave. ne
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