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I Will
L.ove You

Forever

We each have a past and we deal
with it in our own way. It may
contain something so trivial, like
being caught in a small lie that we
are embarrassed to talk about. Or,
it may be something so painful that
we have consigned it to the back
recesses of our mind, afraid to
remember but terrified to forget.

For twenty minutes on a beau-
tiful spring evening in 1989, Anna
Kempka would see her past come
rushing forward to confront her in
a way she had never imagined.
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I Wil
Love You
Forever

by Caroline Parker

s Anna waited for the
waitress to bring her a

ing in a camp near Salzburg, Aus-
tria and he was an American sol-
dier. She had no family or friends.
Her only possessions were a pair
of Luftwaffe overalls she had sal-
vaged from an abandoned Ger-
man army truck.

Anna Kempka was born in
1923 near a small village in
southwest Poland. Her family
were ethnic Germans who, al-
though they had lived in Poland
for ever two hundred years, still
considered themselves to be

glaSs " glass nof sWwine ashelloasGeatinans. In 1939 the Nazis in-

glanced around the restaurant
lounge. The Fogcutter was a
popular place in town and al-
ready it was starting to fill up
with the after-work crowd. Anna
knew she was early but didn’
really care, this was her 42nd
wedding anniversary and she
wanted to spend it dancing with
her husband.

The couple were popular at
the restaurant. The waltresses
called them “Mrs. Anna” and
“Mr. Bill” and would often stop
to watch as they danced to the
music of Roberta and her band.
Anna smiled as she thought ofher
husband Bill. He was tied up with
a late appointment at the office
but promised he would be there
as soon as he could get away.

Anna had often tried to imag-
ine what her life would have been
if she had not met Bill. In 1945
she was a displaced person, liv-

vaded Poland and the farm they
lived on was confiscated. It be-
came part of an artillery range
and the family was forced to
move.

Everyonie was required to
work for the “war effort.” Anna
was assigned to a factory that
made shoes for the German
army where she labored ten
hours a day, six days a week.
Her job was sewing the soles
on the boots, but the machines
were so old and worn out that
often they would break down for
days at a time.

The machinist assigned to
repair her machine was Hans,
a young man only a year older
than her, with bright blue eyes
and a shaggy mane of blond
hair. The eouple began seeing
onie another after work and
within a short time had fallen
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In 1944 the couple was mar-
ried and life would have been
perfect except for the war. They
still considered themselves
lucky though as Hans’ job was
considered vital to the war ef-
fort and there was little chance
he would be called up

Germany was losing the war
and basic necessities were al-
most impossible to obtain. Air
raids had halted the transpor-
tation of food and many people
were starving. Hans began steal-
ing leather from the factory to
trade on the black market for
food. It was small amounts, just
enough to trade for a few pota-
toes or a piece of fish.

Exactly six months from the
day they got married Hans was
arrested as he attempted to
sneak some leather out of the
factory. Germany was experiene-
ing a severe manpower shortage
so rather than being sentenced
to jail, he was assigned to a
penal battalion. These units were
often assigned to the German
army as ammo carriers, freight
handlers or ditch diggers,
thereby freeing more German
soldiers for combat.

Anna never saw Hans again.
Although she spent days walking
from one office to another, no one
had any information ofhis where-
abouts. He was just another
name, among millions of others,
who had been swallowed up in a
horrible world wat.

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and

- E— T

In the final days ofthe war the
Russians began entering the city.
There were still some die hard
German units who refused to give
up and the Russians began oblit-
erating large parts of the city with
bombs and artillery. Anna’s apart-
ment was destroyed and both par-
ents killed. With neothing but the
dress on her back she fled to the
safety of a nearby train station
that had been turned into a refu-
gee center. Anxiously she
searched the crowds trying to find
someone she knew, but there was
no one. She was alone with no
friends and nowhere to go.

Her home had become about
twenty square feet of a bombed
out railway station.

At that time, in the closing
days of the war, it had become
a custom to place small notices
on the walls of the train station
inquiring as to information on
missing loved ones. People who
had been bombed out would post
a notice to let their family know
where they were. Seldiers re-
turning from the front, if they
had a comrade from that eity,
would tape up notices letting
families know what had happened
to their sons or husbands.

“Im not crazy. I've just
been in a very bad mood
for 24 years.”

Paity Jacobs, Decatur
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As Anna searched the walls for
the notice she had placed for Hans
weeks earlier, her worst fears were
confirmed. Someone had written
on the bottom of it: “Killed -
Cracow.”

The following months were an
unending, horrifying nightmare -
searching garbage cans for a
scrap of food - drunken Russian
soldiers dragging screaming
women off into the darkness -
stepping over dead bodies to get
a drink ofwater.

Every morning she would
join long lines of people hoping
to be selected for work in clear-
ing the war damage. The only
reward was a bowl of thin por-
ridge, but it was enough to keep
thousands of starving people
coming back every day.

Anna met a truck driver who
made trips back and forth to the
American lines. After much
pleading and begging he agreed
to smuggle her aeross the bor-
der in exchange for her wedding
ring and a few other pieces of
jewelry she had managed to hold
onto.

Several miles from the bor-
der the truck stopped on a dark
side road. After opening the rear
door the driver motioned for her
to get out, telling her in no un-
certain terms that he expected
her to be nice to him before they
went any further.

Screaming and fighting, Anna
finally struggled to escape and
began running into the darkness.
Daylight found her at the edge of
a large forest where several Ger-

man army trucks had been aban-
doned. There was no food but she
salvaged a pair of Luftwaffe over-
alls which she put on in place of
her ripped and tattered dress.

That afternoon while walking
across a field she was picked up
by American troops and sent to
Salzburg, Austria where a huge
camp for displaced persons had
been set up. Going from the Rus-
sians to the Americans was like
leaving Hell and going to Heaven.
Things were still bad but there
was now hope for a future.

That night as she lay on an
army cot she began to listen to
the conversations around her.
Everyone was talking about
where they were from, what they
had lost and the horrors of the
war.

Anna made a silent vow to
herself that night. She would
forget the past, erase it like it
never happened, and live in the
future.

After weeks of searching,
Anna got a job as a cleaning
woman for the American army.
The pay was almost nothing but
occasionally some G.I. would
give her a pack of cigarettes or
a plece of worn out clothing
which she could trade. Her boss
was a young red headed soldier
named Bill, who was always
playing practical jokes on every-
one. Despite her misgivings Anna
found herselffattracted to him and
when he finally asked her out, she
readily agreed. On their first date
Bill gave her a dress, “so he would
not be seen with the enemy.”
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The overalls quickly disap-
peared and Anna and Bill be-
gan seeing one another regularly.
When he proposed getting a
room in town and living together
she did not hesitate. Being a
soldier’s mistress was better
than starving to death.

Bill never asked gquestions
about her past. Several times
Anna tried to talk to him about
her experiences but it was teo
painful. She was afraid to tell
him about having been married
before for fear he would ask ifshe
still loved Hans.

Almost from the beginning
Bill had talked about getting
married but Anna never took it
seriously. Every soldier told ev-
ery girl friend the same story.
Much to her surprise, right be-
fore Bill's enlistment was up he
announced that he had started
making arrangements for her to
go to the United States.

In 1947 Bill was discharged.
Eight months later, after count-
less interviews and stacks of pa-
perwork, Annajoined him in Chi-
cago where they were married.
She still was not sure ifshe really
loved him but was determined to
live in the future and make the

Office Relocation

Records Storage
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

Owner on Every Job
Commercial & Residential
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
All Types

Free Estimates

best of it.

Years passed. Bill became
an engineer and they had two
children. In 1966 he was trans-
ferred to Huntsville where he
worked on missile development.
They made friends and became
active in the cormummummiisy.

From all appearances they
were a happy couple, but there
was a dark secret constantly in
the back of Anna’s mind. Regard-
less ofhow long she was married
to Bill, Hans would always be her
husband.

Anna and Bill had always en-
joyed going out for dinner and
dancing and when the Fogcutter
opened it became a favorite of
theirs. Often times if he worked
late, she would go on ahead so
they could get their regular table.

As Anna waited for Bill she
glanced ecasually around the
dimly-lit lounge. It was still too
early for most of the regulars.
Most of the people there were
business people from out oftown,
having a quick dinner before go-
ing back to their hotel rooms.

She didn’t notice him at first;
it was more like she felt him star-
ing at her. Curious, she shifted her
chair to get a better look at him.
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He was a handsome elderly man,
tall, well dressed and sitting by
himself. She would have turned
away had it not been for his eyes
- they reminded her of someone
whem she had known a halfcen-
tury earlier.

Suddenly she felt as if she was
about to pass out.

The man got up and walked
over to where she was sitting.

*Anna.....,” e saidl. I s
half question and half state-
ment. “I knew it was you as
soon as you walked in.”

Anna was speechless but fi-
nally managed to say the name.
“Hams...... I thought you were
dead.”

The words came pouring
out. Hans told ofbeing arrested,
being sent to the front lines
where he worked umloading
trucks. When the Russians
swept through he was captured,
glven a Russian umiform and a
rifle, and sent back to the lines.
The war ended but instead ofbe-
ing released he was sent to Rus-
sia where he was tried and con-
victed for allegedly helping the
German war effort. The next eight
years were spent in a prison camp
where he worked in a lumber mill.
When he was finally released he
went heme but no one was there.
Neighbors told him that everyone
in the apartment had been killed
during the war.

He told of emigrating to the
United States and living in Chi-
eago, ironically only a few
blocks from where Anna and Bill
lived.

Anna finally managed to ex-
plain how she had found a notice

at the railway station saying he
had been killed.

Almost as suddenly as they
had began, the words quickly died
out with neither knowing what to
say.

After what seemed like min-
utes of silence Hans asked her,
“Are you married?”

“Yes,” replied Anna. “Two
children.” Noticing the ring on
Hans’ finger she asked, “You too?”

“Yes. Two boys and a girl.”
Hans instinctively reached for
his wallet as ifto show their pic-
tures, then decided against it.

More silence passed as Anna
stared inte his eyes as if trying
to remember someone from
long ago. There was nothing else
left to say. They set there silently
for the next few minutes just
watching each other, both think-
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ing of questions they knew they
would never ask.

Suddenly her attention was
drawn to a man walking into the
lounge.

“Is that your husband?” asked
Hans

t!Yes.”

“Do you love him?”

Suddenly Anna thought back
about all the years she had
known Bill. She thought about
the hours he had spent patiently
helping her learn English and
about all the times he had been
there to comfort her when she felt
bad. She remembered how proud
he was when their children were
born and how he never let a day
go by without saying he loved her.

Finally Anna replied, smiling
for the first time. “Yes,” she said
in a soft voice, “I love my husband
very much.”

The look on Anna’s face an-
swered all of Hans’ questions.

“It is best I go.” Hans said as
Bill approached the table. There
was a trace of tears in his eyes.
Taking a napkin from the table he
wrote something on it before plac-
ing it gently in her hand and walk-
ing away.

When Bill sat down he imme-

SPRY FUNERAL
AND CREMATORY
HOMEES INC.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of
Valley View Cemetery

open with 100 acres reserved for

future development.

(256) 534-8361

diately sensed something was
wrong, “Are you all right?” he
asked.

“I'm fine,” Anna replied. “I
want to dance. I just want you to
hold me.”

As Anna and her husband
daneed to the slew tunes of the
musiec she watched over his
shoulder as Hans paid his
cheek and walked out.

Late that night, hours after
her husband had fallen asleep,
she got up and went into the den.
After turning a lamp on she re-
trieved the napkin from her purse.
The words were simple but beau-
tiful; a poignant reminder ofwhat
might have been.

“I will love you forever.”

Just one of millions of
stories from World II. One that
would have been lost forever ifshe
had not told her daughter.
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Orange Crisps

1/2 c. butter

1 c. sugar

1 egg

Grated rind of 1 lemon &
1 orange

1 1/2T. orange juice

1 1/2 T. lemon juice

3 c. self-rising flour

Cream butter & sugar, add well-
beaten egg. Add grated citrus rinds
& juices.

Add flour to butter mixture and
mix thoroughly. Shape into long roll
& chill til firm in refrigerator, over-
night.

Next day slice off in thin slices
and bake on greased baking sheet
in 325-degree oven for 10-15 min-
utes. Cool.

Maybe A Mad Dog incident will improve his sour

disposition.

Wi" Help Him Jfrom 1902 newspaper
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“This isn’t an office. It’s Hell
with fluorescent lighting.”

while visiting this city. The

gentleman is well known in this

Overheard in a downtown office

county and it is hoped the

r

(Since 1969) J.C. Vaughn
Hg GunS & President
JK Tackle Shop, Inc

1112 6th Avenue, SE 1650 Jordan Lane
Decatur, Al 35601 Huntsville, Al 35816
(256)353-2503 (256)539-9688
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The Quiit Story

by James T. Syler

My mother passed away one week before my third
birthday. At this point in my life, I was brought to
live with Mom's mother and dad, my grandparents.
My father was a Methodist minister who, at that time,
was preaching in Morgan County which adjoins Madi-
son County, where I lived.

In a few years my father retired and moved to
Gurley. He and his mother had deeded a small house
to the Methodist conference and he was allowed to
live there for the rest of his life. After his death in
August of 1941, the Methodist conference gave the
house to me. (Dad died when I was a senior in high
school.) I never lived with him after Mom died. I
would see him maybe one time each month. I knew
very little about the Syler family due to the fact that I
never lived with my dad after Mom's death.

At this point in time I didn't know where I had
been born. My good wife secured my birth certificate
later on.

So to begin the quilt story, our family had visited
an aunt and uncle near New Hope. That morning I
decided to try to find my birthplace. We headed for
Scottsboro, Al., and went to the ecourthouse there.
We were informed that the eourthouse had burned
and all the records for 1924 had been de-
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stroyed.

Stevenson, Al. so we headed there and
found the Methodist church. Luek was with
us that day and the pastor was in his ef-

I had heard my father mention LOOk YGUﬁg€f
than your daughten!

fice. I discussed my problem with him and
he informed me that the church had burned,
thus no records were availabie.

He thought for a few minutes, then told
me that there was a lady who lived out of
town, a Mrs. Graham, and ifanyone remem-
bered my father it would be her. He tried to
give us directions to her home. I had never
heard of this lady and didn't even know she ;

existed. After trying a few gravel roads in vain,
we finally found her home. All the roads we

traveled on were dead ends. The road where

Wiriters

Send us your stories to be published in
Old Huntsville. Stories must be about Hunts-
ville and have factual basis. Please do not send
original manuscripts. Send your stories to: Old
Huntsville 716 East Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

NutriMinC' RES

Skin Care System Used Daily
The Results are Obvious...
Younger, Firmer Looking Skin!
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she lived went so far back into the
mountains we thought it would
never end. Finally it did, at her
home.

Before we meet Mrs. Graham,
let me tell you about her home. It
stood about 75 cement steps from
the road. The home was made of
logs, hand cut. There was a
screened walkway from the house
into a large cave. There was a large
stream ofcold water running from
the eave, going under the house,
then under the road and down
into the valley. She had some
butter, milk and cheese in con-
tainers tied to wires fastened to
nails driven into cracks in the
rocks. The cave had lights, and
felt like it was air-conditioned.

Now to meet Mrs. Graham.
I walked up the steps and
knocked on the door. The door
opened about six inches, and
there was a step down to where
she stood. She was very short
in statue, so [ was almost look-
ing down at her. [ spoke and
asked if she had heard ofa min-
ister by the name of Syler. Well,
that door opened wide and up
the step she came and her first
words to me were "And you are
little Tommy!* I told her that yes,
I was little Tomnmgy.

By this time tears were flow-
ing from both of us. She said
the Lord had amswered her
many prayers. She hugged me as

For a great finger paint for
your kids, just mix Dannon
plain yogurt with packets of

Kool Aid - they wlll love it,
i's washable, and they can

even eat it!

though I were her long lost son.
She said, "My children kept tell-
ing me, ‘Mother, you will never see
that boy, no telling where he is.’
ButI knew that one day you would
come to this house before the
Lord called me home."

She insisted that I go get my
family and bring them in. I got
the wife and two children and
introduced them to Mrs. Gra-
ham. We entered her home.

Inside the room it was beau-
tiful, it was made of solid ce-
dar - walls and ceiling. After we
were seated she said, "I have
something for you."

You can imagine my thoughts
at this time - what could a lady
who I didn't know even existed
have something for me? She
came from a back room with a
large paper sack and pulled out
a quilt. She told me that my
mother had made it to help raise

GREAT BODYWORK
FORTHLVERYBESTIN

STRILSS RELIEVING
BODYWORK

5FORTS FITINESS
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[ ] 912 Bob Wallace Ave. '

Hmisville, Alabama

WE BUY
SILVERDOLLARS

Any Amount
Top Prices Pald

534-0502

—

Yes! We Cater!!!

Dine-in or Canry-out!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 itoimes Ave. five Points

464-7811

Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart




money for a church buildimg.
There were small squares In
which she had spelled each of
the names with different colored
thread. She also put the amount
that each gave. There was no
amount greater than $1.1 rec-
ognized several of my relatives'
names on the thin quiit

Mrs. Graham then told us
that we needed to bring her over
to her brother's home so that
she could show him that I re-
ally existed. "My children will
not believe me if I don't have
someone to back me up!”

I have always believed that
God led us to that heme, and
to Mrs. Graham that day. Later
on I visited with the good lady
on two different occasions. Af-
ter my second visit Mrs. Gra-
ham went to be with her maker.
That first day I met her was one
of the greatest days of my life,
and convinced me that with
God's help, miracles do indeed
happen.

Dead Body Found
On Porch

Jfrom 1918 newspaper

Yesterday morning E. C.
Cary, of Merrimac, discovered
a dead body on his porch as he
prepared to leave for work. The
body had one bullet hole in the
back of the head and it is pre-
sumed he was shot before at-
tempting to seek help at the Cary
residence. The victim, yet to be
identified, had a sizable amount
of cash on his person.

CT. (hwin Feed & Seed |
Lawn & Garden Supplies

Huntsville
News From
1885

- A number of cows have
been disobeying the city ordi-
nance by not being in their beds,
like all good cows at the right
hour.

These naughty ereatures
have been doing much damage.
Some of them broke into the
gardens of our citizens the other
night and ereated sad havoc
among the rose bushes and
other plants. The authorities
would do well to watch east
Helmes street and impound the
bovines.

- For Rent - the valuable
plantations belonging to the
Estate of the late Josiah
Springer, deceased. Apply to
Allen R. Campbell and
Lawrence Cooper

- In the case of Binder, the
man who, a few weeks ago, placed
a eross tie on the track ofthe M&C
Ralilway three miles below Hunts-
ville, Judge Richardson decided
yesterday to send him to the State
Lunatie Asylum at Tuscaloosa.
Binder, it will be remembered, was
the party who attempted to hew
down the flag stafffat the National
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Cemetery, in Chattanooga, and
also raised considerable cain at
the engine room of the Bell Fac-
toty, recemtlly.

- Two days ago the "Stick Ring-
ing" man took possession of the
eorner of Randolph Street and the
sguare, and he did quite a thriv-
ingbusiness. Yesterday the "Elec-
trie Shock Battery” man installed
himself on the other corner and
his machine attracted a large
crowd all day.

TERRYS

"Home offthe Chicago Style Pizza"

‘FREEQD

{8ams er fower 20pings)
With Purchasa of 16 Pizza
Two or more toppings

DELIVERY » GARRY-OUT « DINE 1N
Not Vaild With Any Ciar Cougen Or Bpediel.
One Coapon PAl Onter +

G == s = o e J

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Men., Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-2:00pm

SINCE



mailto:cruisevacation@mindspring.com
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Social News
From 1881

- Mrs. Gen. Drake left today,
for Hot Springs, Ark., for the
benefit of the baths.

- We regret to learn that the
wife of J. Henry Landman is se-
riously ill.

- The sad news reaches us,
today, that Fulton, a son of Mr.
B.C. Lancer 14 years old, died
yesterday, after about six weeks
iliness.

- Mr. D.H. Caswell of Nash-
ville, is again in our city, looking
after the interests of the Cooton
Seed Oil Factory. He has 15 or 20
men engaged in removing old
frame buildings and preparing
the ground for other buildings.

- Robert L. McCalley, Esq. has
been here several days, and left
for his home at Brierfield, Bibb
Co., Ala. today. He looked hale,
hearty and happy - as though
marriage agreed with him. He was
especially elated at having ae-
quired one-third interest in the
Brierfield Iron Works, of which
we'll have more to say next week.

- Harry C. Faris, a Huntsville
boy, arrived here from Texas, on
Thursday morning last, after an
absence of about three years. He
left on Monday last to visit his
mother, in Jackson cousty.

- Postmaster Reed returned
last Sunday, after several weeks
absence in Massachusetts.

L0

- Horace Clay, son of Mr. Theo.
S. Clay, and Joe McDonald, sen
of Jos. B. McDonald Esq. had a
difficulty at Madison yesterdkay, in
which Horace was severely, and
dangerousiy, cut in the side ofhis
neck with a pocket knife. Both are

young men.

From 1881 newspaper

Looking for
Information!

My name is Doug Raney,
and | would like to corre-
spond with anyone who at-
tended third grade at
Grace Lutheran in Hunts-
ville, during the years
1970-71.

If you did, please call me
at (703) 927-6716

Thank you!

Free Attorney Cunsulitation for Personal Injury
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

Legal Services - Probate -
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greaterthan the quality of legal
services performed by other lawyers.

Estate Planning - Wiils

"Sizzlimg Fajitas Are Our Specialty”

©X AL You Care To Est" Every Wednesdsy SPM - 9PM
Special Lumch Bufdfet Mon - Frl 11AM to 2PM
Lamch Specials Satarday & Sunday
Open 7 Pays A Week

ol
L]

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU 3
BANQUET FACILITIES

2008 MEMORIAL PKWY W




Building
A Home

by Nell Rutledge Porter

In 1912 my parents bought a
track of virgin timber. They
cleared enough trees and under-
brush to build a house. They built
a very small building in which to
rive boards. The boards would be
used to cover our house.

They spent alot of time riving
boards. First, they sawed a log
into the proper lengths. Then each
rounded side was split off. That
made it square, sort of resembling
a small railroad eross tie.

You could use a smooth
stump, cut off about 3 feet high,
on which te rive boards.

First they decided how thick
to make the boards, then by
using a froe (a thick-bladed ax),
gave it a quick tamp with a maul.
If the proper wood was used, the
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boards would quickly fall I—mm |

forward.

After the correct number of
boards were made, they were
seasoned. Boards used too
soon would shrink, making
heles in the roof.

Daddy would use a dry stable
in the barn. He used a long plank,
across the stable, tacking it at each
end. He stood the shingles, teepee
style, across the plank. Thus they
would season.

Usually they worked at riving
boards at night by using a lantern
or on rainy days when they
couldn’t get outside.

Buiilding a house today is
much easier.

“For sale - An antique
desk sultable for lady with
thick legs and large
drawers.”

Seen in recent classified
ads

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

“A Contractor You Can
Trusit

200% FORD FREESTYLE &

Amm)g

YOUR FULL SERVICE. FORD DEALERSHIP

539-9441

www.woodyandersonford.com

Wil OF MANY NEW FHCLESABOLT 0 HIT THE SIRIEIS.
WE MIGHT CAUSE A TRAFFIC JAM OF HISTORIC PROPORTIONS.

2005 FORD FIVE HUNDRED >

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Twruck Shop
Monday-Friday 7:00am-6:00pm

SEORD FOCuE T

Monday-Friday 8:30am-8:00pm

Showroom Hours



http://www.woodyandersonford.com

Dynamite
and Hogs
Don’t Mix

A remarkable case of dyna-
mite explosion is related by Henry
Simpson, a resident of this coumty.
Simpson has been using dynamite
for the purpose of blowing several
old stumps out of the ground. Yes-
terday he carelessly left the dan-
gerous compound lying by the
side of a stump on which he in-
tended to begin operations this
motmiimg,

The dynamite was mixed
with sawdust, and gave an ex-
ceedingly pleasant odor, which
attracted the atteation of two of
Simpson's hogs, which soon
had converted themselves into
gigantic cartridges.

The stuff, when eaten, creates
a particular sensation, which an-
noyed one of the hogs to such an

extent that it entered Simpson's
stable and began rutting inside
against a post at the mouth ofa
mule's stali.

The mule remained passive
for but a few moments, when It

is now running at large, greatly to
the terror of the entire neighbor-
hood. No reward is being offered
for its eapture. Neither of these
hogs belongs to Mr. Joseph R
Mulhatton.

gave the hog a terrific kick in
the side. A tremendous explo-
sion followed, and after the
clearing away of the smoke and
dust the hog was to be found
only in detachments, while an
enormous aperture marked the
spot where it stood. The mule
received a tremendous shock,
but was still intact. The other hog

From an 1887 Newspaper

“Marrled, eight chlidren.
Prefer frequent travel.”

Seen on local job resume

RENT forthe ELDERILY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME
(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

“Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsvllie, Alabama 35801
(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday

Shiforngj Slt Eaw

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

920 Merchants Wallk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

Join Cliiff Hill for his live legal Call-in show on
channel 64, Knology - Thursday 7:30 am -
“Cliffand the Law"

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
Is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Designed f or active seniors, Redstone Village offers quality amenities, services and beautiful
surroundings. And should you need it, care for life. Call 256-881-6717 to learn more and to

see how Redstone Village means independence now and peace of mind for the future.

INDEPENDENT GRANDVIEW FAIRVIEW
LIVING: ASSISTED LIVING: SKILLED NURSING:

90% refundable Spacious suites with Private and semi-private
entrance fees breathtaking views rooms with carpeting
Underground parking 24-hour licensed care Occupational, physical,
Gourmet meals with Restaurant-style dining and speech therapy
restaurant-style dining in an elegant dining room Respite and Hospice Care
Asset protection with Daily activities and social Accepting Medicare,
LifeCare agreement fulfillment TRICARE, private
Apartment homes, Medication monitoring insurance and private pay

patio and duplex homes ..t Jqmission available  Direct admission available

Full balconies and
stunning mountain views

12000 Turnmeyer Drive « Huntsville, AL * www.redstonevillage.org
256-881-6717 or toll free 1-866-881-6717
South on Memorial Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr. [2/10 of a mile past Hobbs Rd.]


http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Heard On

The Street

by Caithey Cairney

We had so many calls for the
Photo of the Month last month,
but only the first one wins - and
that caller was Glenn Brackin.
The adorable baby in the bathtub
was Richard Van Valkenburgh,
ofVan Valkenburgh & Wilkinson.
Glenn, as many of you remem-
ber, worked for Channel 48 years
ago, and knew Richard’s dad
Dick Van Valkenburgh when he
was associated with Channel 31.
Congratulations, Glenn!

We were so sorry to hear that
Fred Webster died, at the young
age of 63. Fred was a dear friend
to many in Huntsville, and worked
for Ashburn & Gray/APAC for 42
years. He will eertainly be missed.

If you’ve ever been to C.T.
Garvin, you probaly saw Emma
Wilbanks. She loved gardening
and people. Emma died in April
and we send our deepest sympa-
thy to her family & friends.

It was great to see Ann and
Ed Trentham at the performance
of “Lord of the Dance.” Their
daughter, Susan Trentham and
son-in-law Brandon Owens now
live in Tucson, AZ and love it.

We are sure proud of Rick
Jobe. His ordination as a minis-
ter took place in late April. This is
the eulmination of lots of hard

work and preparation.

Last week while I was shop-
ping for flowers at Earth Touch
on south Whitesburg Drive, I
talked with Tera Wilder who lives
in Old Town too and is getting
ready for the Old Town Hidden
Gardens Tour in early June.
T weass i Tt (] ssmre nesd iy
unusual plants there!

Congratulations to Jack
Farrington and his beautiful wife
Beverly on their 21st wedding
anniversary. They make a great
couple & are still honeymooning!

It was good to see Parker
Griffith recently. He’s running
against Phil Dotts for State
Senate. That’s going to be an
interesting race to watch!

We were sad to learn of the
death of Luther Wikle. We send
our deepest sympathy to his
daughter Ruth Ann Dean, son-
in-law Pluitt Dean, and all their
friends and familgy.

My favorite ladies at the
Clinton Avenue Post Office are
Linette Forienberry and Shirl
McCorkle. They make going to

ENFINGER
e ultimate community... STEELE
MCMUILLEN PEVELORAENT

(Eaating the very best communitis.:

ADAMS ALLEY » CLIFT’S COVE ¢« HAMPTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION ¢« HERITAGE PROVENCE
HERITAGE STATION ¢« MT, CARMEL BY THE RIVER
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER

the post office fun, even ifyou’re
going with your tax returns!

Many in Huntsville worked for
Thiokol Chemical Corporation
years ago. Even though the com-
pany has changed and no longer
has a presence here in Huntsville,
the former employees still like to
get together each year and catch
up with each other.

We attended their breakfast in
April, and some of the folks we
spoke with were Linda & John
DeHay, Jane & Tony Guzzo,
Sam & Nora Zeman, Jack and
Judy Godsey, Chuck & Annelie
Owens, John D. Brown, “Foots”
McCauley and Nita Boyd.

Tom Bryant, President of the
Humitsville Division Alumni
Asso. (Thiokol) is well known for
riding his bicycle to work at UAH
every day. He had a bad accident
recently on his bike, but is doing
fine with sweet wife Carole tak-
ing care of him.

It was good to see Helen Acuff.
She and Ann Schrimsher are
working on the Rison-Dallas
Association cookbook that will be
wonderful! I can’twait to see it.

We were so sorry to hear that

The first person to correctly iden-
tify the youngster below wins a
full one-year subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Himt: This little girl knows
all about Fnmisville's society.



enfingersteele.com

Bill Drake’s younger brother, Don Drake ofAtlanta,
died recently, much too early. We send our love to
Bill & Linda, and their family and many friends.

Johnny Johmston spoke recently at Redstone
Village to a packed room. He talked about the
old airport when it was on Airport road; many
of our readers may remember that. He was a hit
with the group and has some really funny stories!

In the group was a petite lady, Anjelica Wilhelm,
who told me she has a birthday in May. She said
she is turning 100! Happy birthday to you Anjelical

Beta Sigma Phi sorority is certainly seeing a lot
of new grandbabies recently! Vivian and Bill Kruse
welcomed little Lauren Abigail Phillips into the
world recently. Parents are Jason & Anita Phillips,
of Mandeville, La. Barbara and Chuck Saunders
are the proud grandparents of Lillian Alexandra
Saunders, born to parents Kyle and Holly
Saunders and living near Chattanooga. Joyce
Russell recently welcomed little grandson Hayden
Edward Keefer. Parents are her daughter Wendy
& Wyalit Keefer.

Jane & Louie Tippett were recently shopping
for bushes at Bennett’s Nursery on north Park-
way, and told me how much they enjoyed being
there. It’s like a huge peaceful park with musie,
amazing plants, soft drinks and food. Like
therapy for the soull George Bennett was giving
good advice on when & where to plant, etc.

Karen Dekko was seen eating recently at Thai
Garden and is sure looking good!

The Sheriffif’s primary is going to be a difficult
choice. We have two good friends, Tim Clardy and
Tommy Hooper, competing to
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New Arrivals!

MAXAZRIA

Winittesburg Drive

Huas)
Governors Drive HesHi

= 1

Blevins Bulldog ¢
Jewslers Antiques o«
oR" i g
2336-A Wikitesburg Dr. 2
* 256-534-865113
v tami@taslibesitisst lcomm

run against our friend Blake

N [ ]
Doring, Were ucky (o have Reid Hardware

choose from! Home off Pocket Knives, Red Wagons 8T Cast Iron Skillets

It was great to see our good
buddy Hall Bryant recently.
That man has more stories
than Books A Million and we
sure love listening to them!

Get out those walking shoes
and come visit the beautiful old
homes in Old Town &
Twickenham! It’s great exercise!
See you this time next month.

You deserve to
Pamper yourselif!

694-1301

Mres. Ford Come by and let us assist you for all
House Cleaning your Hardware & Plumnbing needs



mailto:tami@ladiesfirst1.com
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Carol Christopher,
Southern Home 8 Hearth,
recently shared some of her

Javorite recipes with us!

6 oz. eream cheese, softened

1/2 ¢. mayonnaise

1 c. chopped green salad
olives

2 T. liquid from olives

Dash ground pepper

1/2 c. chopped pecans

Combine the cream cheese

and mayonnaise in a medium
bowl and mix well. Add the
liquid from olives & pepper - mix
well. Fold in pecans and salad ol-
ives. The mixture might be a little
thin at first, but will thickemn.
Spread on crackers for a snack
or make a sandwich with lettuce
and tomato. Spread can be
refrigerated for up to 2 weeks.

of

3 oz. pkg. cream cheese

1/4 e. peanut butter (crunchy
or smooth)

1 c. powdered sugar

8 o0z. carton non-dairy
whipped topping

1 graham cracker pie crust

Blend together first three in-

gredients. Fold in whipped topping
and pour into ecrust. Top with
chocolate chips (optional). Refrig-
erate until ready to serve. (You
could also drizzle caramel syrup
over the top.)

5:Minute White
Clinselate Hazslnui Pie

1 1/4 c. cold milk
2 T. hazelnut flaver instant
coffee

2 pkgs (4-serving size) white
chocolate flavor instant pudding

1 8 oz. tub non-dairy whipped
topping, divided

1 cheocolate pie crust

Beat milk, instant coffee,

pudding mixes and 1/2 of the
whipped topping in a medium
sized bowl with wire whisk for 1
minute. Spread thick filling into
crust. Top with remaining
whipped topping, serve immedi-
ately or refrigerate until ready to
serve. Garnish as you like.

Cuick Snawisney Prasest

Stir strawberry jelly or jam
into sliced strawberries, let stand
at least 10 minutes for berries to
exude their juices.

Spoon over shortbread cook-
ies, add some rich vanilla ice
cream and top with more
crumbled cookies.

EVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Festturing a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.
Ofifer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or earry out & our famous brealfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breaidast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SAVEQRBS & HAMPTONS

='5-i




Cream Cheese Caslkie
Cake

2 pkgs. (3 0z.) cream cheese,
softened

1 c. powdered sugar

1 pkg. sugar cookie dough,
softened

1/2 c. canned milk

It. vanilla

1 can fruit pie filling (cherry
or blueberry)

Preheat oven to suggested
temperature on cookie dough
package. Grease a 9” springform
pan.

Press cookie dough on the bot-
tom and sides only bringing the
dough halffway up the sides. Bake
until golden brown. The cookie
will rise.

Once you remove cookie from
oven, while still warm, press
down cookie to the original form
ofdough to make room for the fill-

Let cookie eool.

Mix softened cream cheese,
powdered sugar, milk and vanilla
until creamy smooth. Pour mix-
ture onto the cooled eookie crust.
Top with the fruit filling.

Chill for 2 hours. Remove
from ring before serving,

1 unbaked, 9 inch, deep dish
pie shell

1st Layer:

8 o0z. cream, cheese, room
temperature

1/3 c. sugar

1 egg

1/£8t. salt

nt. vanilla

1 3/4 c. pecan halves

With eleetric mixer, beat
cream cheese until smooth. Add
sugar and mix for 3 minutes at
medium speed. Beat in egg, salt
and vanilla. Spread evenly
inbottom of pie shell. Place pecans
next in single layer on top.

2nd Layer:

3 eggs

1/4 c. sugar

1 ¢. dark corn syrup

1 t. vanilla

Beat eggs with sugar for 2

minutes at medium speed. Beat
in eorn syrup and vanilla. Pour
mixture over pecans. Bake in pre-
heated 375 degree oven for 35 to
40 minutes. Cream cheese will
puff over syrup layer and will
thicken. Cool before cutting,

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Taylor Produce

Located in the Mamlison County Fanmers Maricet

Moitheir's Day flowers and hanging baskets!
Come shop for tropicals, annuals, vegetables
& bedding plants

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Fiours 86 ilen-swd
Sun 8-5
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“School books say now that
our sun is really a star. But it
stlil knows how to change
back into a sun in the daytime.

Hannah Troup, age 51/2

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Financial Servikes Piofessional

(256) 417-6580

The Trains!

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Clos@lbé‘edt%a yS
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News From 1923

- Henry Cable and Charley Webb, Negroes, were up in
eity eourt this morning on a charge of violating the traffic
law. They had a eollision with a ear and a buggy on Wash-
ington street Wednesday night. It seems that it was unavoid-
able aceident and the Mayor discharged both of the men.

An amusing part of the testimony in this case was told
by Cable, who said that Webb was driving his buggy faster
than he (Cable) was driving his car and that he was driving
his ear about ten miles an hour. He said that Webb's wife
was chasing close on behind him and that Webb was trying
to get away from her for he had another woman in the buggy
with him.

- An automobile wreck occurred last night at the cor-
ner of Church and Holmes streets when a Standard Oil
truck driven by S. H. Bice and a taxi owned by A. E.
Overton ecollided in which the car of Mr. Overton was
slightly damaged. None of the drivers were injured too
badilly.

- There was only one case in City Court this morn-
ing, that of Floyd Wallace, who was up on a charge of
disorderly conduct. He pled guilty to hitting a Negro woman
in the head with a hatchet and was fined $10.

- George Tinny was arrested last night, for the fifth
time this month, on charges of public drunkenness. The
judge is not expected to be very lenient this time.

Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts
Fuilll Bar, Cozy Dining - Open ChefKitchen
Wedich us while we cook for you!

** We have meves! **

Come see us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.,
in Jones Valley Station (just east of
Bailey Cove)

Hours
Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10
Raservations Accepted
7914 So. Memorial Pky.
Hmisville, Al 35802

(256)880-7333

A Historic Home In Mooresville

4828 High Street
Crawford—Cain House
ca 1870
The Crawford-Cain House was built circa 1870.
The Crawfords then sold this home to Dr. Cain who
had come to Mooresvilie from Mississippi. Dr.
Cain’s first office was over the tavern. Later he
built an office next to his house that included an
apothecary. This is reportedly the building that is
now used as the guest house.
This 3 bedroom, 2 3/4 bath house and wonderful
guest house contain 2741 sq. fi. and has —
been totally renovated. The property is

offered at $349,900. The property has

been recenily painted inside and out.

The kitchen has just been redone. ‘
You can emjoy the historic lifestyle of

Mooresvilie today.

Offered at only $349,900 ‘

Call Richard Van Valkenburgh |
Historic & Fine Homes Specialist

From Your First Homee. .. To Your Finest Estate

Website: www.wwilealider.com

Would you like to enjoy
this wonderful back
porch?

For your most knowledgeable
information, give us a call.
We appreciate your business!

Richard Vam
Valkenbuirgh

AER, CRE, CRS, GRI
Historic & Fine Homes
Specialist



http://www.wwrealtor.com
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by Johnny Johnston

We all knew about Dr. Von
Braun, one of the very famous
Huntsville people who claimed
this as home for years while
heading the Marshall Flight Cen-
ter. I also remember other
people who occupied a spot light
or two and for one reason or
another crossed my path.

I was a very young 18 or so
when someone told me that
Tallulah Bankhead was coming
through the Huntsville Airport Ter-
minal. Now, I had heard that
name all my life. My Father had
pointed to the third floeor window
of the 1. Shiftman building and
told me that Miss Bankhead, a
famous movie star and daughter
ofa U.S. Senator, was born in that
room.

If my Father had not pointed
to the window and told me of
her fame I would not have
known who she was. Matter of
fact at my ripe old age I still
could not name one movie she
appeared in without looking it
up. However, I did make an ef-
fort to meet Miss Bankhead on
that day just so I eould write
this article and say "I met
Tallulah Bankhead'. I remember

that she was getting up in years
but still had that very, very deep
voice which ( I am teld) was her
trademark in the movies.
"Dahling”, as she was known,
starred in 19 movies from 1918
through 1936. She was famous
as a "naughty girl”. I love some
of the quotes she is attributed
with, like 'I'm as pure as the driven
slush”. And “IfT had to live my life
again, I'd make the same mis-
takes, only sooner” and "Nobody
can be exactly like me. Some-
times even I have trouble doing
ith.

She was the first household
name [ had met. After joining
Eastern Airlines we had another
visitor come into the building
who was definitely a movie star.
Cornell Wilde had made several
movies that did well before, dur-
ing, and just after World War
II. Mr. Wilde was here to deter-
mine if he should participate in
a move which was to be filmed
in some ofthe local eaves. I don't
think the move was ever filmed.
I was very impressed with his
presence. He was tall, dark and
I guess handsome. He was ac-
commodating to all us locals
who hung around just to hear
him say a few words and also

OPPORTUNITY

GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Wables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Etc

All edpgeid ground
sund polished.

Call 64 and let
ug make you an
estimate.

Huntswille
Glass & Paint Co.

(Oviiginal adfirom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
65 years in business
and Counting!

5342621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“Support bacteria.
They’re the only culture
some people have.”

Joseph Phillips, Arab

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined untii after completion of the
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Binkley Real Estate & Financial
Services, Inc.
(256) 851-9229

www.binkleyservices.com

REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGES,

or REFINANCES

One Company, One Call. Quick, Easy
& Personal - Just for You

Our Purpose Cusfiomer Care
Binkley Real If selling, we offer
Estate & Financial the best available in

Services, Inc. helps  marketing. Along with
families in the areas personal service, we

of building, buying
‘ or selling, along
' with securing the

provide a market analy-
sis of your home,
advertising through the
internet, newspaper,
newsletters, brochures,
home magazines, and

financing for any
purchase or refi-
nance. We can
assist families with

budgeting and/or other avenues that come
i credit repair in the available.
| way of personal
’ l consultation or If buying or building,
group meeting our 30 years of experi-
i . (which can be ence in construction will
\ scheduled for any be invaluable for you.
‘ group by calling our
office).
We offer full service real estate and
mortgage services.
Maria Binkley - Real Estate Broker [ Morigage Broker
Cell (256) 348-0999 - rmarizhililidey@msn.com

Gina Neece - Associate Broker
Cell (256) 508-9524 - ginadiisesce@acl.com

R A

We will be glad to assist you with any property that is listed with the Multiple ListhQ_ Service.
o —— e S N B e e S ——|



http://www.binkleyservices.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
mailto:ginadneece@aol.com
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to add the experience to this ar-
ticle. I kept waiting for him to
bring his beautiful wife, Miss
Jean Simmons by to say hello
but somehow she waited at the
local Motel for him to get the
airline business taken care of.
What I always wondered was
where did he get such a cheap
suit?

In the 60's we began having
a lot of well known people
around in addition to the Ven
Braun group. They were the
original Astronauts. It was not
unusual to see all seven of them
in the terminal at one time. Most
were very friendly, one or two
were not. They appeared to be
very much like everyone who
worked at the "Bullitt Plant" as
we locals called it in those days.
They were focused, friendly and
always on a mission.

I remember looking into the
baggage bin one day to see a fel-
low employee playing a guitar
which belonged to a country mu-
sic star named Earnest Ashworth.
It was out of the case and my
friend was having a ball playing
that instrument. Earnest actually
went to Lincoln School in my
sister's class. He was playing at a
night club in Germany in the 50's
while my sister and her husband

Why does it take so little time
for a child who is afrald of the
dark to become a teenager
who wants to stay out all
night?

were stationed there. Mr.
Ashworth called her to the stage
and made quite a deal offtheir con-
nection. He wrote and performed
a song which became a "standard”
called "Talk Back Trembling
Lips". Many radio stations still
play that song after ever 50
years.

Social Security, we

If you are living on a fixed income or

save HUNDREDS of dollars or more per
month on your prescription medicine.
Call Toll-Free 1-800-876-0433
for details.

—

Donnie Mincher was our
homegrown hero in the profes-
sional sports field. Donnie was
one year behind me beginning
in Lincoln School so we knew
each other for many years. That
didn't help one night in 1972,
at the Kansas City Ballpark. The
Rangers were playing Kansas City

can likely help you

VIP Grooming &
Luxury Pet Hotel 881-0664 B ”

Pampering Hunitsviille's
Pets For 13 Years

HydroSurge Bathing
Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri

www. vip-grooming.com

7920 A Charlotte Dr.
Huntsville 35802

EGAL
CINEMIAS

Madiison Sguare 12

DTS AND DOLBY

5305 University Drive
256-830-6831

Hollywood 18
BTS ANB BOLBY %4/
3312 8, Mem, Parkwry | '8
256-883-1101 '



grooming.com

and my old friend Donnie was First Baseman for the
Rangers. I remember it well; it was the exact day that
George Wallace was badly wounded in an attempted
assassination. [ was in Kansas City on Eastern Air-
lines business and was determined to say hello to
Doninie.

I was staying at the Muehlebach Hotel; so was the
team. I located several members of the team in the
restaurant ofthe hotel but didn't see Donnie. I asked
several ofthe players where I eould find him. Protect-
ing his privacy, they played dumb. The Manager of
the Rangers took over and said *If you know Donnie
you must know where he lives.” I said "Yes, he lives in
Meridianville, Al.", he said "No, he lives in Huntsville
so I guess you don't really know him."

I went to the game anyway, sent him a note, yelled
at him during warm up, all the things a groupie does;
but he never knew I was there.

Twenty years ago [ approached the players of the
newly formed Huntsville Stars in the gate house of
the Atlanta Terminal. Since [ was the oenly Huntsville
citizen there, I decided to welcome them home to
Huntsville and had a really nice visit. Some ofthose
players are now the most "Famous or Infamous”, base-
ball players in the U.S.A.

Probably the person from Huntsville who got the
most exposure over the longest period of time was
Broadway Stage, Movie and TV star Harry Townes.

Mr. Towns was born in Huntsville Sept. 18, 1914,
on the corner of Eustis Avenue and Greene Street. He
appeared in several movies which became standards
after a few years. His first acting job was the Broad-
way Production of "Tobacco Road"’ which began in
1936. Movies he appeared in were "Brothers
Karamazov”, "Cry Tough”, "Operation Manhunt”, "The
Mountain Sanctuary”, "The Hawalians" as well as nu-
merous TV shows including “Benanza.”

Mr. Townes recorded a television commercial in
the 80's for Oreo Cookies which most people will re-
member him for. In the commercial he was sitting
with a small boy who offered him an Oreo. He felt
disturbed by the boy and tock a eookie just to get him
off his back. It was so good that Mr. Townes asked
the Flight Attendant to bring them milk and to the
delight of the audience they had a wonderful time.

Cm“j].icm & VAN WASH

Modern
Equiprmeni! Js

880-9899

11398 S. Memorial Pkwy.
Hunteville, Ala. 36803

Full Service Detail '
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Lt

700 Winchester Road
Huntsville, Al
(256) 852-8500

HéiwliHs' style

815 Andrew Jackson Way
Five Poiints
539-3616

New Otikans 463 miles away!
Po Boys.Juist around the corner
We are known for great food,

great folks and great prices!
Tues. - Sat 11-9 Closed Sunday and Monday
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Mr. Townes later told that
when he left California to retire
in Huntsville that friends gave him
a farewell party and presented
him with a large Oreo Cookie
made of plaster. They also gave
him a Sterling Silver Cookie Jar
which was filled with Oreo Cook-
fes.

During the 50's Huntsville
also had other stars in its pres-
ence. Maxine Wallker was the
winner of the National Cherry
Pie Baking contest. She was pre-
sented at the White House where
Mrs. Eisenhower actually ate
some ofher pie. Maxine was a stu-
dent at Butler High School.

And we can't forget our own
1955 Butler Graduate,
Songwriter, Singer, and all
around great guy Norman
Stephens. Norman wrote several
hits ineluding "Daddy Don't You
Walk so Fast" and others. He ap-
peared on several Television
shows and the Grand Ole Opry.
Norman was also known to help
aspiring artists. He has related
stories to me of future star
Eddie Rabbit cutting his grass
in Nashville and mentioned
other stars who wrote songs in
his home, also in Nashville.

I have mentioned before
Michael Christian who was my
playmate when we were very
small. His grandmother, Mrs.
Durham, lived next door to us
on Maple Street in Lincoln. That

is where Michael and his sister,
Pat, spent summers. Michael has
been hailed as a hero by Senator
John McCain of Arizona and oth-
ers. They were both POW's and
shared a cell together during the
Vietnam war. Michael was home
for a while after being freed in the
70's and one of my big regrets is
that I didn't see him before he
died a few years later. Michael
was a true American Hero.

I am proud to have called him
my friend.

Sweet Penuche

2 2/3 c. light brown
sugar

3/4 c. milk

3 T. butter

hit. vanilla extraet

1 c. chopped pecans

Boil sugar, milk and
butter, stirring as little as
possible til it forms a soft
ball in cold water (236 de-
grees).

Remove from heat and
set in a pan of cold water.
When cool, add the vanilla
and nuts. Beat with a spoon
til ereamy and pour into a
buttered glass pan. When
firm, eut into squares and

enjoy!

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

Linedin? Cenier

Tickets $14

Coming in May:
Perky's Crown of Beauty (or Eminent Domain at
the Door) by Robert Riddle Baker

A new musical play by Robert Riddle Baker, featuring the combined
talents of Anna Blair, Terri King, Sarah Brown (as Perky), John Harris
(like you’ve never seen him), Dennis Wooten & Chuck Puckett.

May 5,6,11,12,13 at 8 pm, May 7 at 5 pm

May 13 @6:45 - dinner & Theatre tickets $35
Dinner & Complimentary wine

1216 Meridian St. - ow 536-37 ¥ 7for
genenal informeation and to reserve yowr tickets.

T S T B S S Atis | 2703 University Drive - 534-6000

With an Edward Jones Roth
[RA, any earnings on your
contributions grow tax-free,
and distributions can |be
taken free of penalties or
taxes.* You may

benefit from converting a
traditional IRA to 2 Roth TRA.

even

¥b learn more alwtut why an
Edward Jones IR A can make
sense for you, call today;

¢ Distriuttons o aamsings fom a Reth IRA caiid it

subject ts tanes and a 30 percemt penalty it the
sccount 8 leas than 5 yearm old and the wemer e
wadlar age 59 V'

Clark Williams
Investrent Represenative
Civ Plaza Suite #15
Huntsville, Al 35801

Bus. 256-539-8746
Toll-free 888-539-8746

wnw.edwardjones.com
Mambar SIPC

Billiards - Live Emtertainment -Fine Food & Spirits
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Carlton Cove. Huntsville* premier Life Care community, is not only a center of

cultural activity, its a place to share anything and everything youve learned in life.

What describes the residents of Carlton Cove? Insatiable. Whether it’s mentoring low-income
students, working with Meals on Wheels, or volunteering at a hospital, our residents are
continuaUy looking for new ways to learn, discover, and participate in all the community

has to offer. In fact, that’s exactly what makes us a community.

Located close to the heart of Huntsville, adjacent to a 30-acre
nature preserve, Carlton Cove offers a gracious, easy lifestyle
featuring private homes and spacious apartments, generous
services and a great social atmosphere.

Sound like your kind ofplace? Call Carlton Cove
today to arrange for a no-obligation tour ofwhat
some have deemed our own little Intellectual Capitol.

(256)650-5700 toll free: 1(888)297-1907 www.carltoncove.org


http://www.carltoncove.org
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Tips From Liz

- For a cool, wet and FREE fun
day, take your grandkids to the
Children’s Fountain behind Early
Works, at the corner of Williams
& Fountain. You will all LOVE it!

- Ifyou can see air under your
doors - inside doors or outside -
hot air is getting in. To save money
on your utility bill, buy one of
those 3-foot “Draft Dodgers” that
you can put against the crack for
each door and keep the hot air out.
(Looks like a long hot dog). I
found a good one at the Senior
Center Gift Shop on Drake Avenue
and it’s made ahuge difference!
Keeps cold air out during winter
too!

- When eating out, be sure and
check the glasses & silverware -
often times they are not cleaned
properly and you should request
clean ones.

- Some plants that will teler-
ate drought in your garden are
Vinea, Verbena, juniper, geranium
and Ivy.

- Raw sugar (turbinado) is just

refined sugar with molasses
added for eolor - don’t pay the ex-
tra price for it.

- Cottage cheese and sour
cream will last longer in the fridge
ifyou store it upside down. Many
chefs swear by this, as the effects
of oxidation are slowed down.

- Don’t buy frozen foods if
there are large ice crystals on the
packages, foods may have been
thawed and re-frozen.

- Ifyou can stop eating by 7:00
p.m. each evening, and are a bit
overweight, you will very likely
lose 10 pounds at the end of a
month. It’s not easy though!

- A dull knife works better to
cut cheese. Warm the knife and
the cheese will eut like butter.

- The best quality olive oil is
“Extra Virgin”, made from finest
plump olives. Next is Virgin, then
Pure olive oil.

- To avoid a hangover, take
your vitamin & mineral tablets
during the period you are drink-
ing, Take Vit. B, B2, Niacin, pan-
tothenic acid & biotin, in amounts
per the bottle. Also, eat a cup of
yogurt prior to your party.

- Dripped coffee has almost
twice the caffeine as instants.

Bs &
5892212

We have a New Location -
714 Madison St.
open 24 hrs./day - 7 days/week

Stire

2407 MWdm. Phoy Swite I
750-1774

[W@_ws:e;@

Cova Lightfoot
Centified Personal
Trainer
and

Owner

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Areaffor Over 30 Years

¢ Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
* 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
¢ Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
¢ Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. © Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. 1t’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy




Life At Home During
The Civil War

by Waliter Fleming
(wwitten in 1911)

Before the war, most articles of clothing were
purchased in the North or imported from abroad.
Now that the blockade shut Alabama off from all
sources of supply, the people had to make their
cloth and clothing at home.

The factories in the South could not even sup-
ply the needs of the army, and there was a univer-
sal return to primitive and frontier eonditions.
Old wheels and looms were brought out, and oth-
ers were made like them.

The state government bought large quantities
of cotton and wool cards for the use of poor
people. The women worked incessantly. Every
household was a small factory, and in an inered-
ibly short time the women mastered the intriea-
cies of looms, spinning-wheels, warping frames,
swifts, etc.

The area devoted to the cultivation of cotton
was restricted by law, but more than enough was
raised to supply the few factories then operating,
principally for the government, and to supply the
spinning-wheels and hand looms of the people.

As a rule, each member of the family had a
regularly allotted task for each day in spinning or
weaving. The young girls could not weave, but eould
spin; while the women became expert at weaving
and spinning and made beautiful eloth.

All kinds of cotton goods were woven, coarse
homespun, sheetings, coverlets, counterpanes, a kind
ofmuslin, and various kinds oflight cloth for women's
dresses. Wool was grown on a large scale as the war
went on, and the women wove flannels, plaids,
balmorals, blankets, and carpets. Gray jeans were
woven to make clothing for the soldiers, who had
almost no clothes except those sent them by their
home people. A soldier's pay would net buy a shirt,
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even when he was paid, which was seldom the
case. Nearly every one wove homespun, dyed with
home-made dyes, and it was often very pretty. The
women took more pride in their neat homespun
dresses than they did before the war in the pos-
session of silks and satins.

At the close of the war my mother was twelve
years old; for more than two years she had
been doing a woman's task at spinning. Her
sister had been spinning for a year, though she
was only six years old.

Many of the heavier articles woven during
the war, such as coverlets, counterpanes, rugs,
etc., are still, after forty years, almost as good
as new. But they eould not make enough cloth
to supply both army and people, and old clothes

Serving hearty German fare
in Humtsville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving our Customers for 64 years!

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points
702 Prait Ave. 534-4509
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stored away were brought out and
used to the last scrap.

When worn out, the rags were
unraveled and the short threads
spun together and woven again
inte coarse goods. Pillow-cases
and sheets were cut up for
clothes and were replaced by
homespun substitutes, and win-
dow curtains were made into
women's clothes.

Carpets were made into
blankets. There were no blan-
ket factories, and the legislature
appropriated the carpets in the
capitol for blankets for the sol-
diers. Seme people went to the
tanyards and got hair from
horse and cow hides and mixed
it with cotton to make heavy
cloth for winter use, which is
said to have made a good-look-
ing garment.

Once in a long while the fa-
ther or brother in the army
would send home a bolt of
calico, or even just enough to
make one dress. Then there

would be a very proud woman in
the land.

Sometimes fortunate per-
sons succeeded in buying for a
few hundred dollars some dress
material that had been brought
through the blockade. A calico
dress cost in central Alabama
from $100 to $400, other ma-
terial in proportiom.

Sewing thread was made by
the home spinners with infinite
trouble, but it was never satis-
factory. Buttons were made of
pasteboard, pine bark, cloth,
thread, persimmon seed,
gourds, and wood covered with
cloth. Pasteboard, for buttons
and other uses, was made by
pasting several layers of old
papers together with flour paste.

Sewing societies were
formed for pleasure and to aid
soldiers and the poor. At stated
intervals great quantities of
clothing and supplies were sent
to the seldiers in the field and to
the hospitals. All women became

I —

Try Our
Sushi Boat
PARTY
PLATTER

Live Entegainment Fri. Niites with
y
Edgar’
* Great Wine Selection
* Deliclous Sushi Bar

6565 Hwy 431 South
Hampton Cove - 536-3690

“Honk if you've never seen
an Uzl fired from a car
window.”

Seen on local bumper sticker




expert in erocheting and knitting
- the ececupations for leisure mo-
ments. Even when resting, one
was expected to be doing some-

After dark, when one could
not see to sew, spin, or weave,
was usually the time devoted to
knitting and crocheting, which
sometimes lasted unatil naid-
night. Capes, sacks, vandykes,
gloves, socks and stockings,
shawls, wnderclothes, and
men's suspenders were knitted.
The makers ornamented them
in various ways, and the ornamen-
tation served a useful purpose, as

Granny’s Chew
Bread

1 stick butter, melted

1 box brown sugar

3 eggs, beaten lightly
fit. vanilla extract

2 c. plain flour

1 can coconut, 3 1/2 oz.

1 c.pecans, chopped

Mix buiter & brown sugar in
bowl. Add eggs and vanilla, gradu-
ally stir in the flour; add coconut &
nuts.

Bake for 40 minutes at 300
degrees in 9 x 12" greased pan.

the thread was usually coarse and
uneven, and the ornamentation
concealed the irregularities that
would have shown in plain work.

The smoothest thread that
ecould be made was used for
knitting. To make this thread
the finest bolls of cotton were
picked before rain had fallen on
them and stained the fibre.

The homespun cloth had to
be dyed to make it look well,
and, as the ordinary dye mate-
rials could not be obtained,
substitutes were made at home
from barks, leaves, roots, and
berries.

Much experimentation proved
the following results: Maple and
sweet gum bark with copperas
produced purple; maple and red
oak bark with copperas, a dove
color; maple and red walnut bark
with copperas, brown; sweet gum
with copperas, a nearly black
color; peach leaves with alum,
yellow; sassafras root with cop-
peras, drab; smooth sumac root,

bark, and berries, black; black
oak bark with alum, yellow; arti-
choke and black oak, yellow;
black oak bark with oxide oftin,

Referamces
Me Spedialize in Historic Homs:

M. Bzdell 326-8053

Plake Lurch Special 1 1:0@amn - 1:30pm

DEE’'S DINER

1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert
{Ineludes Drink & Tax)

2007-C N.Memorial Pkwy * 851-0603

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)

—



http://www.carpentryconceptsonline.com
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pale yellow to bright orange; black

oak bark with oxide ofiron, drab;
black oak balls in a selution ofvit-
riol, purple to black; alder with
alum, yellow; hickory bark with
copperas, olive; hickory bark with
alum, green; white oak bark with
alum, brown; walnut roots,
leaves, and hulls, black.
Copperas was used to “set" the
dye, but when copperas was not
to be had blacksmith's dust was
used instead. Pine tree roots and
tops, and dogwood, willow bark,
and indigo were also used in dyes.
Shoes for women and chil-
dren were made of cloth or knit-
ted uppers or of the skins of
squirrels or other small ani-
mals, fastened to leather or
wooden soles. A girl considered
herself very fortunate if she
could get a pair of "Sunday”
shoes of callf or goat skin. There
were shoemakers in each com-
munity, all old men or cripples,
who helped the people with their
makeshifts. Shoes for men were
made of horse and cow hides,
and often the soles were ofwood.
Shoe blacking was made from
soot mixed with lard or oil of
ground-peas or of cotton-seed.
This was applied to the shoe and

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Ralilioaders Paradise

over it a paste of flour or starch
gave a good polish.

Old bonnets and hats were
turned, trimmed, and wori
again. Pretty hats were made of
cloth or woven from dyed straw,
bulrushes, corn-shucks, pal-
metto, oat and wheat straw,
bean-grass, jeans, and bonnet
squash, and sometimes of
feathers.

Haiir-0il was made from
roses and lard. Thin-haired un-
fortunates made braids and
switches from prepared bark.

The ingenious makeshifts
and substitutes of the women
were innurnerable. They were
more original than the men in
making use of what material lay
ready to hand or in discovering
new uses for various things. The
few men at home, however, were
not always of the class that
make discoveries or do origi-
nal things. In an account of life
on the farms and plantations in
the South during the war, the
white men may almost be left out
of the story.

“The wind is like air,
only pushier.”
Vee Connely, age 4

West Station
Antigues

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Hiistoric Hombuckle Garage

on old Hvwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper liems
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware
Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Wit us alt our website:
v gfinsonbooks.com

3037 Old Hiighway 431
Owmens Ciass Reoads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

———

New Hours: Thuis - Sat 10 -5
Sun -1 -5

]
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Shootout

Leaves
Editer
Weunded

From 1896 newspaper

The rapid firing of pistol
shots a few minutes of 3 o'clock
yesterday afternoon alarmed the
citizens and caused many to run
up near the Masonic Hall to learn
the cause. Those first on the scene
found Mr. Frank Coleman, sur-
rounded by several ladies and
gentlemen, standing with a pistel
in his hand and a few feet distant,
Mr. R. E. Spragins, also a pistol
in his hand, talking to several
gentlemen.

The two gentlemen had been
firing at each other with pistols.
The facts, as gathered by wit-
nesses who saw the shooting,
show that Mr. Spragins was
passing up the street toward his
home, and when in front of the
Masonic Hall, Mr. Coleman eame

“Passing school zone
Take it slow
Let our little
Shavers grow.”

Burma Shave Sign

up rapidly following him and
when within a few steps, Mr.
Spragins looked back and saw
him. Mr. Coleman immediately
cried, “What you said yesterday
was unwarranted! Defend your-
selft” and fired two shots be-
fore Mr. Spragins could get his
pistel out.

Spragins fired and Coleman
began retreating and fired two
more shots. Spragins fired a
second shot, the ball striking
Mr. Coleman's watch in his vest
pocket, shattering it. Mr.
Coleman immediately eried out,
turning to Col. Scruggs, "I am
hit and my pistol is empty."

Scruggs raised his hand to
Spragins who was in the act of
firing, and asked him not to
shoot. Spragins replied, "All
right, Colonel,” and raised the
muzzle of his pistol in the air.
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COMMUNICATIONS

David
Driscoli
President

Mairketing
Public Relalions
Paolitical Campaigns

Driscoll Communications
Tel. (256)539-3520

Fax (256)539-3519

Mobile (256)65i1-3145
driscolicom @ bellsouth.net

P.O. Box 10028

228 Holmes Ave.
Suite 215
Huntsville, Al 35801

Plumbing Supplies - Quality Door & Cabinet Hardware
Pipe & Valve fittings stocked - Kitchen & Bath Hardware
Unique Sinks & Faucets

Quality Fixtures & Hardware - Rinnal - Schlage
Oceania - Jason - Rohl - Baldwin - Villeroy & Boch

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036
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Coleman then stepped out
from behind Scruggs and fired
again, the ball going through
Spragins vest pocket and out
through a bank book in his coat
pocket. Spragins answered the
shot quickly, the ball entering
Coleman's body under his right
arm and passing into his lungs.

Coleman then claimed again
his pistol was empty and Col.
Scruggs took it from his hands,
asking Spragins not to shoot
again. This pistol had an undis-
charged round in the chamber.

Mr. Coleman did not fall but
was assisted into a buggy and
carried to his home where he
was attended to by several phy-
sicians.

The cause of the matter
originated last week when Mr.
Coleman published an article
critical of the County Demo-
cratic party and especially so
about their solicitation of Mr.
Spragins to become a member
of the Central Committee. Many
people believed this as a direct
and unwarranted attack on

Spragins.

The following Friday morn-
ing, meeting Coleman on the
street, Spragins called his atten-
tion to the article. Not receiving
a reply, Spragins then called
Coleman a liar and a cowardly
puppy.

There the matter rested un-
til yesterday afternoon when the
shooting occurred.

The affair is much regretted
by our citizens, but the fact that
Mr. Coleman used his paper,
The Argus, to vent his personal
spleen upon citizens precludes
the possibility of his receiving
the sympathy that would natu-
rally be extended one who is
worsted in an encounter of this
character.

“The taxpayer is someone
who works for the federal
government, but doesn’t have
to take the Civil Service
Exam.”

Ronald Reagan

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Huntsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunts-
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575



Old Huntsville Page 37

Times Have Changed

Hillandale Subdivision - Circa 1947

1 - West Holmes Ave. 2 -Fairway Dr. 3 - Linwood Dr.. 4 - Parklane St.

MILLER & MILLER

Helping to build Huntsville
for 45 Years

General Contractors
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News From The Year 1952

\}o_n Braun Tall;s Abgut
Going to Mars

Wernher von Braun, German
rocket scientist who is now living
in the United States, has never
been content to dream about
earthly matters. His mind has of
wandered in the stars. Today, he
suggested that it is time to really
start wandering in space. Von
Braun says the scientific commu-
nity should start building a space
vehicle that could transport pilots
through the solar system to Mars.

The idea may seem preposter-
ous since the most farsighted of
American scientists are only start-
ing to dream about putting men
on the moonmi.

Von Braun first started
dreaming about space flight
when he was 18. He joined the
German Society for Space Travel
more than 20 years ago and
shared his fantasies with more
seasoned scientists. He also
started to help develop liquid-
fueled rocket motors. Von Braun
continued to work on the motors

at the University of Berlin and at
the secret rocket center at
Peenemunde where he built the
V-2 rockets that terrorized
London. Since 1950, von Braun
has been in charge of the U.S.
Army's ballistic weapons program
in Alabama.

Kennedy Defeats
Henry Cabot Lodge

A major upset occured in
Massachusetts when young
John E Kennedy defeated Re-
publican heavyweight Henry
Cabot Lodge. The election
stunned the Republican Party
because it was the incumbent
Lodge who generated the
presidential nomination of
Dwight Eisenhower and
stirred support for the gen-
eral in GOP ranks. Kennedy

is 35 years old.

Eisenho‘we;
Elected

Dwight D. Eisenhower was
elected President of the United
States, swamping his Demo-
cratic oppoment, Adlai E.
Stevenson.

The Republican landslide
also swept Senator Richard M.
Nixon of California into the of-
fice of Vice President as he de-
feated a fellow member of the
Senate, Democrat John J.
Sparkman of Alabaia.

General Eisenhower, who
until a few months ago was the
Supreme Commander of Allied
Forces in Europe, received word
that he had won the presiden-
tial election as he mingled with
Republican supporters in New
York City.

Custom Cuts

Lawn & Landscape Service
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod

* Flowers & Shrubs

* Lawn & Landscape
Management

* Aerating & Overseeding

* Free Estimates

* Commercial & Reslidential

* References Available

Jimmy Stubbs
Owner

(256) 828-9224




General Motors
announces

Air Conditioners
in Autos

General Motors has perfected
an air conditioning unit for auto-
mobiles and will offer it as an
added option on seme ofits 1953

models, C.E. Wilson, the
company's President, announced
todayy.

The unit, which works on
the same principles as air con-
ditioners in offices and rail-
road trains, was developed in
several years of research. Tests
in Arizona and Texas have
shown that the unit can reduce
the heat of a car that has been
standing in the summer sun to
comfortable levels in minutes.

Development of an automo-
bile air conditioner was a chal-
lenging problem because it had
to be small enough to fit in cars
and yet achieve quick eooling,
Wilson noted. The G.M. sys-
tem has a sealed refrigeration
unit that uses non-toxie freon as
the cooling liquid.

No prices have been an-
nounced but it is expected to
be to expensive for most au-
tos.

Mr. Jorgenson
becomes

Miss Jorgenson

A tall blonde with blue gray
eyes stepped off an airplane in
New York last week. She is
Christine Jorgenson, and a year
ago the name on her passport
was George. While not the first
transsexual (a European could
make the claim), the 26-year-old
is the first to make the change
very publie.

George Jorgensom was a
serawny G.I. for two years be-
fore an honorable discharge.
Feeling "in affections like a
woman," he flew to a Copenhagen
hospital to undergo 2,000 hor-
mone injections and six opera-
tions. The result is Christine.

Some reporters at the airport
thought she trotted awkwardly in
heels; others gave a wolff whistle.
Christine has sold her life story
to American Weekly for $30,000.

No Communists

In Huntsville

The City Council has ap-
proved a resolution outlawing
Communism in Humtsville.
The vote was unaminous and
endorsed by veterans groups.
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AGENCY
Professional Academy

Wiorkshops

Ages 4 and up

—

(256)536-5200
708 Amdirew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35861

“In Just two days, tomorrow
will be yesterday.”

Jennifer Adams, Huntsville

Jennifer
Attorney at

109A North Jefferson Street - Suite 8
Huntsville, Al 3581
Phone 256-533-1874

Email: grayesquire@gmail.com

Real Estate Transactlons, Criminal,

'Ne Representation Is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

Fax 256-533-1894

Domestic, Wills

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Consiruction
Specialists
256‘539'7704F

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Humicville, Alabama 35801
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Did You
Know That
in 1904...

- The maximum speed limit in
most cities was 10 mph.

- Alabama, Mississippi,
Iowa, and Tennessee were each
more heavily populated than
California.

- The tallest structure in the
world was the Eiffel Tower.

- The average wage in the U.S.
was 22 cents an hour.

- The average U.S. worker
made between $200 and $400
per year.

- A competent accountant
could expect to earn $2000 per
year, a dentist $2,500 per year.

- More than 95 percent of all
births in the U.S. took place at
home.

- Ninety percent ofall U.S. phy-
sicians had no college education.
Instead, they attended medical
schools, many efwhich were con-
demned in the press as "substan-
dard.”

- Sugar cost four cents a
pound. Eggs were fourteen cents
a dozen.

- Coffee was fifteen cents a
pound.

- Most women washed their
hair only once a month, and used
borasx or egg yolks for shampoo.

- Canada passed a law
prohibiting poor people from en-
tering the country for any reason.

- Two of 10 U.S. adults
eouldn't read or write. Only
6 percent of all Americans had
graduated high school.

- Marijuana, heroin, and
morphine were all available
over the counter at corner drug-
stores.

- Eighteen percent of house-
holds in the U.S. had at least one
full-time servant or domestic.

- There were only about 230
reported murders in the entire
U.s.

OUTDOOB WARIIO 8 LIVE MUSIC!

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

Available on Disability
or Age 65 and up.
$0-160 monthly

Alpha Estate ss: & asaisas

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
ofthe sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A,,

Owner

Gary Lee Knight,

Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.comr



http://www.alphaestatesales.corr

Old Huntsville Page 41

Size
227X29”,
color print
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Madison County Court House 1916-1964

Limited Edition Prints Available - By Artist Dennis Waldrop — 881-5819
www. dwaldrop.com

John Hunt’s (Huntsville Big Spring) 1805
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color print
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Huntsville’s First

Pizza Family

Louis Pejza first moved to Huntsville in
1958, working with IBM to open a regional
office for the repair of IBM typewriters with
his wife Doris. His sister Theresa Alger and
her husband Earl ran “The Pizza House” on
the south side of Chicago, and when Louie
moved to Huntsville she eonvinced him that
this city needed a good Italian pizza parlor.

“Construction was going strong on North
Parkway and Chester Pearsall was willing to
build a place for us nerth of Corman’s
doughnut shop,” remembered Louie several
years ago. “It was for us and Nu-Kleen clean-
ers.”

“Terry’s,” named for his sister Theresa,
opened “around Labor Day” in 1959. Most
people in Hunitsville, used to more con-
ventional southern fare, had never tasted
a pizza before but Louie and Theresa were
convinced that people would like it once
they tried it.

“For the first year or so0,” remembered
an old customer, “every time a stranger
walked in the door they were given a slice
of pizza.”

The business became a success and was
soon followed by second location on South
Parkway and a third on Governors Drive.

In the early days the business was truly
a family venture. With Louie and Deris
both working, and no baby sitter, they often
put their babies in empty dough tubs while
they made the pizzas. It was probably good
training as each of their six children worked
at Terry’s Pizza at some time during their
lives.

When Deoris had a stroke in 1965 the
Imrden of running the restaurants and tak-

ing care of the family fell on Louie, who still worked for
IBM.

Louie was a strong family man who, despite work-
ing at the restaurant many times until 2 a.m., still
insisted on cooking breakfast for his large family ev-
ery day, according to daughter Janet D’Agostino.

“Louie was the kind of man,” said a friend, “who
refused to accept the fact there were only so many hours
in a day. He was always running, trying to do more.”

According to Terry’s long-time employee Irma
Shaneyfelt and Billy Schaaf, manager at the South Park-
way location for over 10 years, “Louie was a gentle, hard-
working man with a heart of gold. He would help those
who were down and out, oftentimes giving people a chance

IS YOUR CAREER
IN A STATE OF
TRANSITION?

The new economy is changing the way the world does business. For many, these
are exating times with incredible opportunities for personal and professional
growth, For others however, it's a period of great upheaval and insecurity with
the prospect of dedining income or even unemployment staring them in the face.

if you've been thinking about a change, consider this ad your invitation to take a
look at a corporation offering an entrepreneurial environment where you can set
your own pace and reach your maximum potential, but with significant support
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Danny ). Neles, GLIF. LUTCF (256)457-1415
100 Washington Sireet, Ste 100, Huntsville, AL 35801
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Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System
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to work who normally wouldn’t
have a prayer of finding a job.”

Jim Bertoldi, who worked
with Louie since the 60’s, remem-
bered one night the power went
off with many pizza orders pend-
ing and a lineup of customers.
Louie lit candles, grabbed some
rolling pins and never missed an
order. “Ifthere was a hall offame
for hard work and good work eth-
ics, Louie would win it,” Jim says.

Huntsville has really changed
over the years since 1959, but
the pizzas at Terry’s still retain
their unique taste and popular-
ity. When Louie Pejza died in
2005 at the early age of 73, he
and Doris had been married for
47 years, and had owned and
operated the three Terry’s Pizza
locations for 46 years.

He left behind an important
part of Huntsville’s history.

———

News from
New Hepe
in 1892

- Mr. W. P Brazelton has
again broken his leg, this being
the third time. It will surely have
to be taken off this time.

- Miss Hattie Peevey of Hunts-
ville is teaching a class in music
here at Dr. Hinds' residence.

- The beautiful and bewitch-
ing Miss Frank James is
spending a week or two here.
We think there will be some very
long faces when she leaves,
especially among the gents.

- Dr. J. R. Simpson is having
his buggy repaired preparatory
to his long jourmey to the
World’s Fair.
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TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

ATIORNEY AT LAW
timfeate .com

PERSONAL INJURY * IMMIGRATION
BANKRUPTCY * DIVORCE
WILLSAIRUS TS/ESTATE PLANNING

256-382-1640

Toll Free: 877-565-3140
3225 Bob Wallace Avenue
Humisville, AL 35805

No representation is made that the quality of legpl servees
to be performed is greafer than the guality of sarvices
perfarmed by other lawyers
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Albert Ga"atln A Full Service Real Estate

American Statesman and )
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When the brand new town of Huntsville was
first laid out in 1810, the names ofthe streets were Betty Hugh es,
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Albert Gallatin, for whom Gallatin Street was
named, served his country in both houses of Con-
gress, as well as in the cabinet of President James —
Madison. His greatest achievements, however, were
in the field of international diploncy. ‘

He was born Abraham Alfonse Albert Gallatin i
in Geneva, Switzerland on January 29, 1761. He ‘
was descended from nobilitiy, and as befitted his —
position, received an excellent
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education at the Geneva Acadlemyy.
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played no part in the war; he
first went into private business
in Maine, and later taught
French at Harvard.

After the war Gallatin settled
in Fayette County, Pennsylvania.
Many British colonists had mi-
grated to southwestern Pennsyl-
vania, where Fayette County is lo-
cated, after France's defeat in the
French and Indian wars had en-
sured British control over the
frontier. Though not yet 30 years
old, Gallatin soon became a
wealthy landowner in Fayette
County. He also operated a gen-
eral store.

It was inevitable that some-
one of Gallatin's means would
become involved in politics. He
was strongly opposed to the Fed-
eralists, who believed in strong
central government, and was a
delegate to the state anti-Federai-
ist convention in Harrisburg in
1788. The following year he was
named a delegate to the state con-
stitutional conventiom, and in
1790 he was elected to the Penn-
sylvania House of Representatives
where he served three terms.

As a state legislator, Gallatin
displayed exceptional financial
ability by working toward redue-
ing the state debt. Also among
his top projects was the aboli-

132 Jetplex Lane
Madlison, AL 35758
(256) 774-3600

Old Coins Wanted

We buy old coins and coin collections,

tion of slavery and the develop-
ment of public education.

When western Pennsylvania
corn growers initiated the Whis-
key Rebellion in 1794 as a pro-
test against the federal
government's taxation of corn
liquor, Gallatin sided with his
fellow Pennsylvanians. This was
the first test of the new
government's authoritlyy, and his
association with it was a source
of much regret to Gallatin, al-
though he came to oppose the
more radical elements of the re-
bellion and worked to restore
peace.

Gallatin was elected to the
United States Senate in 1793,
but was expelled soon after-
wards. The reason stated was
that he had failed to meet a re-
quirement regarding length of
citizenship, but some believed
he had been victimized by po-
litical enemies. His eonstituents
responded by sending him to the
House of Representatives, where
he served
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ancestor of the modern day
Democratic party. As a leader of
the opposition he continued to
speak out against Federalist poli-
cles, particularly in the area of
spending. He inaugurated the
house committee on Finance,
which later became the House
Ways and Means Committee.

In 1800 Thomas Jefferson
became the first Democratic-
Republican elected President. He
was able, for instance, to justify
Jefferson's purchase of Louisiana
in 1803. He also enforced an em-
bargo against England and
France and urged Congress to levy
taxes as war with England
approached.

It was during the Jefferson
administration that Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark under-
took their exploration ofthe Loui-
siana Territory. They followed the
Missouri River until it split into
three branches in what is now
southern Montana. The longest of
the three forks they named the
Jeffersom, after the Presidemt.
Another was named for James
Madison, then Secretary of State.
For the third they chose the name
of another public figure who was
much adrmired - Albert Gallatin.
That is how a Huntsville city street
came to have the same name as a
river in Montana.

When Congress declared war
on England in 1812, Gallatin

made it his mission to bring the
war to an end as soon as pos-
sible. War, he felt, would be fa-
tal to the prosperity of the na-
tion, which he had worked so
hard to build up.

His opportunity came in
1813, when the Czar Alexander
of Russia offered to mediate ne-
gotlations to end the hostilities.
The British, however, refused me-
diation, preferring to negotiate
with the Americans directly. So
Gallatin joined the U.S. Peace
Commission in Ghent, where he
was largely responsible for
arranging the peace treaty.

Because of the diplomatic
abilities he had displayed in
ending the war of 1812, Gallatin
was named Minister to France
in 1816. During his service in
France, Gallatin helped resolve
disputes with the British regard-
ing fishing rights and the U.S.-
Canadian border.

Albert Gallatin retired from
public service in 1831 and died
in Astoria, New York on August 12,
1849.

He left behind a legacy that
endures until this day, and even
though here in Huntsville thou-
sands of people drive down
Gallatin Street every day, few
people know anything about the
remarkable man for whom it was
named.
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Bad Career
Decision

n the spring of 1872, a
young soldier wisited

Despite his skills at sales-
manship, the young soldier's
business never really got off the
ground. Faced with the prospect
of failure, the young warrior
once again returned full time to
his military career.

Unfortunately, that too ended
in failure. A few years later, the

Huntg#iltesville arithnsar dsitestiBang soldier, George Armstrong

proposition for our city's leaders.

He wanted to supply
Humtsville's police force with
uniforms. Although many
Northern policemen already
wore uniforms, the idea had net
caught on very well in the Seuth,
partially because of the cost.

For the small towns still re-
covering economically from the
Civil War, even a small item like
uniforms was considered
exorbitant.

The young soldier, however,
had an idea. At the end of the
war he had seen hundreds of
thousands of Federal uniforms
lying useless in warehouses.
After purchasing a quantity of
them for a pittance, he had a
tailor in Cincinnati alter them.

Now he was traveling the
South, offering the modified uni-
forms at a price much lower
than the competition.

Whether or not he was the
salesman who actually per-
suaded the city to clothe its
policemen in blue has been lost
in historyy.

We do know for a fact, how-
ever, that a shert time after his
visit our policemen had uniformis.

HEAR

Custer, was killed at the battle of
Little Big Horn.
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Leoking
For Mether

[ am looking for my
mother, named Louise, who
was sold to a family in
Madison Countyin 1861. She
is about 60 years old and has
& scar on her forehead. Con-
tact me at the paper.

from 1872 newspaper
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Taking Advantage
of the Crowds

In the early days of Huntsville, “Court
dany’ drew large crowds. Many stores
scheduled sales on those days and eheri-
ties took advantage of the large eroivds
by holding fund raisers. People would
often study the court docket, trying to guess
wihich days wwould draw the most
observers. Below is a typical example.

A young lady of Huntsville has brought

suit against a young man for breach of

promise in marriage. The trial will come
off at the Court House, next Tuesday night
April 9, at 7 1/2 o'clock. The following law-
yers will represent the case:

Judge Thos. C. Barclay, as residing officer,
Mr. Herman Humphrey and Osear Hundley
for plaintiff, and Mr. Walter Oliver with other
professional aid for defendant. In connection
with this court, the ladies of the church will
give a festival for the benefit of their church.
A pleasant time is anticipated and all are cor-
dially invited to attend. Admission only 25
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District Attorney Fred
Simpson was at home on the
evening of July 23, 1977 when
he received the telephone ecall.
Breathlessly, the caller relayed
the news-- "Bulldog Daniel,
Chief Deputy Sheriff of Madison
Couity, has been found dead in
the park off of Drake Avenue.”

‘It's too early to know for
sure,” the caller continued, "but
it looks as if he was killed by
two shots from a shotgun.”

Residents of Huatsville
didn't have to wait for the news
that evening to learn the details.
Bullldog had been a highly popu-
lar law enforcement officer and
news of his death swept across
town like a brush fire. Rumors
took the place of details and
conjecture became facts as the
news was passed from one per-

son to another.

Within days it became almost
impossible to separate the facts
from the fiction.

In a eity where the vast ma-
jority of people had moved here
from other places, Marcus "Bull-
dog” Daniel was a rarity. Born in
Humitswille, he

M.R that would have the most ef-
feet on the rest ofhis life. His su-
periors praised him as a natural
born law enforcement officer for
his ability to control drunk and
unruly G.1.'s, a feature probably
enhanced by his two-huadred fifty
pound muscular physique.

played football for
Joe Bradley High
School and was try-
ing out for the CLEANING & RESTGRATION
Sarmford University Clozt3ias fesis
football team when e
he received his draft
notice in 1951.
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After his discharge, Daniel re-
turned to Huntsville and went to
work at Hills grocery store as a
meat cutter. Though the position
was considered, "a good Job,"
Daniel missed being an M.P One
day while cutting a pork roast for
J. Lauin Caroll, the Chief of Po-
lice, Daniel asked about becom-
ing a policeman.

The chief, after eyeing young
Daniel carefully, told him “"Go on
down, get you a uniform and re-
port in the morning." "Bulldog
didn even walit to wrap the meat
or pull his apron off," recalled
an old friend. "Fifteen minutes
later he was being fitted for a
uniform! There wasn't no such
thing as police training back
then. They just put you in a uni-
form, gave you a gun and told
you to walk a beat. If you stayed
out of trouble for a few months
they would then assign you a
patrol ecar.”

"We had some damn good
policemen back then," recalls
one veteran. "We didn't get paid
hardly nothing, the ecars
wouldn't run half the time but
we still managed to keep the law.
To be a policeman back then you
had to be a stand-up guy and
you had to have honor."

Daniel quickly earned the
respect of the other officers on the

force. "He was a eop's cop,” re-
called Bobby Smith. "When he
would get hold of a case he just
woeuldn't turn loose until he
solved it. That's why they named
him Bulldog.”

To some people however, the
name Bulldeg had a different
meaning, When a fight broke out
in the yard of J. B. Webb, a well-
known bootlegger, Daniel an-
swered the eall. Pulling up in
his patrel car Daniel got out and
casually lit a eigarette while
watching some men go at it
tooth and nail.

*Aren't you going to call for
a backup?’ Asked an incredu-
lous bystander.

"Hell, I am the backup," re-

plied Daniel in a slow drawl as he
earefully stomped out the ciga-
rette before wading into the me-
lee with both fists.

Daniel seon found out that
belng a policeman was much
different than being an M.P In
Korea, it was a simple choice
to arrest someone breaking the
law, but in Huntsville the deci-
sienn was much more compli-
cated. You had to know who was
friends with who and who sup-
ported who in the last election
and who was paying offf- well,
you get the picture.

The faet that bootleggers and
gamblers were allowed to oper-
ate in Madison County was an
aceepted fact. "What were we go-
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ing to do?" Asked one old-time
deputy. “If we closed down one
place, another would open up. If
we arrested a bootlegger, he sim-
ply paid a small fine and was
back in business the same day. At
least this way we had some type
of control oever them."

According to one small-time
bootlegger who ran a shothouse
in West Humitsville, "It was
called, having an uaderstand-
1ng‘ﬂ

Adding to the troubles of
enforcing the law was the fact
that the police force was woe-
fully under-manned and under-
paid. The county police worked
on the fee system, meaning they
got paid acocording to how many
arrests they made. Deputies
received a fifty cents bounty per
arrest while the sherifff received
compensation for every prisoner
who spent the night in the jail.

"We spent more of our time
arresting drunks rather than
patrolling," remembered a vet-
eran of the force. "Often times
the sheriff would come in on a
Saturday night and check how
many people we had locked up.
Ifit wasn't enough, he would tell
us to hit the streets and find
some more.” Left unsaid was the
fact that the political system ae-
tually expected the shetiff to
supplement the meager funds
allocated to the department. As
one old-time member of the
county commission said, “If the
bootleggers were going to break
the law, why not have them help

pay the law?" Bulldog Daniel, hav-
ing grown up in Huntsville, was
well aware of how the system
worked. After all it was virtually
the same system that had been in
place and thrived since the turn
off the centursy.

Dave Headrick remembered

when he joined the police foree,
"First thing Bulldog said to me
was, "Get a haircut, get rid of them
damn cowboy boots and learn to
keep your mouth shut."

Headlrick said later he would
have been better off if he had
listened to Daniel!
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Keeping your mouth shut was
an important part of being a po-
lieeman in Huntsville and people
soonl learned that Bulldog never
talked.

Within a few years Daniel
became an important part of the
system. Whether it was a gam-
bler wanting to make a “"contri-
bution" to a politician or a boot-
legger wanting a message deliv-
ered, he was the one everyone
went to. Some people also
claimed he was the person to
see ifyou wanted to make a pay-
off or buy protection.

"He also became a damn
good cop,” a friend said. "His
umniform and badge were the
most important things in his
life. He was just born into a sys-
tem that was different than
today's."

By 1967, when Jerry
Crabtree was elected sheriff, the
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shexifffs department was going
through a transition. Veteran
police officers who had once
patrolied half the county by
themselves now found them-
selves riding in a patrol car with

a college graduate half their age.
“IUsed to, if we knew someone
had done something, we'd just
arrest them and that was that,”
said one veteran. "Now we had
to read them their rights, fill out
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reports and, if something went wrong, worry
about our partners telling the same story. Hell,
we had civil rights lawyers crawling out of the
woodwork back then trying to make cases against
us-u

"Humtsville was growing up," as one local
put it, "and so was the shevififs department.”

After hiring Daniel as his chief deputy,
Crabtree began trying to modernize the depart-
ment. He successfully lobbied to get rid of the
fee system and hired additional deputies. New
equipment was purchased and a merit system
introduced. Unfortumately, part of the new
equipment included over $4000 worth of elee-
tronic listening devices, commonly known as
"bugs." The sherififs department later justified
the purchase by stating the equipment was used
to gather information on suspected members
of the militant Minuteman organization as well
as organizers of a city garbage strike. In a re-
port to the Alabama Law Enforcement Plan-
ning Agency, the sherififs department stated the
devices were used to compile over 200 files on
people in Madison Counnty.

Before long, rumors began spreading that
certain officers, acting on their own, were bug-
ging the phone of a local judge. Other rumors
claimed that a bug had been hidden in the room
where the grand jury met.

"My office was even bugged,” said Fred
Simpson, "and I was the district attormey.”

The bugs worried Daniel. Although he sup-

a

ported almost anything that would help law enforce-
ment, he thought the officers had erossed the line.
'It's going to bring in the FBI," Daniel warned a friend.

Though the FBI never investigated the wiretaps—
the State Attorney General did, and with Daniel being
the chief deputy he became the focus of most of the
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questions. tion about Crabtree." bhtthowvhé wes stertitig gd divere
‘Bulldeg had been a cop for Daniel had supported doubts. "The bug on Headrick's

almost twenty years,” recalled Crabtree for almost eight years phone was what finally did it,"

g fellow officer, "and he was

loyal to the force. There was no

way he was going to inform on

another officer."

"They (the investigators)
talked to Bulldog several times
but when they eouldn't find out
anything the investigation just

flzzled. Later on though, there
was hell to pay. Bulldog called
the officers into the squad
room and cussed them out for
almost 4 half hour. When he got
done they (the officers) were D

more scared of him than the
FB.I, and the Attorney General
both!"
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Frazier said. "Daniel figured that Crabtree
didn't have anything to do with it but was
scared that if things like this went ea any
longer it was going to leak out and eause an-
other investigation.”

It was no surprise to anyone when, after
Headrick was elected sherifffin 1975, he kept
Bulldog Daniel as his ChiefDepuity. They had
known each other for over twenty years and
were best friends. It was an edd relation-
ship for many people to understand thetgh,
for Daniel was not just the chief deputy, he
was also Headrick's mentor and sometimes
a father figure.

"I remember one time when Bulldog
came to work one morning in a bad
mood," said a veteran of the force. "I was
standing in the hallway talking to the sher-
iff when Bulldog came up and angrily
asked me why I wasn’t out on patrol. Be-
fore I could reply he turned and started
to walk off when suddenly he stopped
abruptly and looked back at the sheriff."

*Get a damn haircut!”

Headrick said later that his first day
in office was an eye opener. "I had only
been sherifff for a few hours when a man,
claiming to represent local bootleggers,
asked for an appointment to establish
payoff prices! I didn't even let him finish.
I hollered for Bulldog and teld him to get
this man out of my office."

‘I could just see the headlines in the
paper: "New Sheriff Takes Payoff On First
Day!"

Whether intentionally or not, that set
the pattern for many events to foliow. If
someone wanted to talk to the new sherifff
they had to talk to Builldoeg first. Any
changes in the department had to be
cleared with him as well as any statements
to the press. This ecaused a certain ameount
of talk in the department, especially among
the officers who had supported Crabtree.

And there was plenty to talk about.
Everyone, friend or foe, agreed that Dave
Headrick was not exactly your typical sher-
iff.

"Wine, women and song are all right
for the person on the street," recalled
Headrick. "But once you become the sher-
iff you are supposed to become holy. I got
accused of a lot of things, but [ was never
accused of being hypocriticall I liked to
drink, I liked pretty women and I liked to
play poker— but so did everybody else in

Huntsville."”

“Hell, I thought they were electing a sheriff. I didn't
know they wanted an angel."

Before long everybody in town had their favorite story
about the sheriff. "He was seen singing on stage with Frankie
Lowery at a local nightelub; he lost $ 1200 in a poker game;
he got into a fight on an airplane when they refused to let
him drink his own liquor; he was seen partying with go-go
dancers."

Headrick was a talented eountry music singer and
that, too, got him in trouble. In one incident after just cut-
ting a new album, he walked into the Peppermint Lounge,
got on stage, announced that he was the High Sheriff of
Madison County and had a new record for sale. "Anybody
that wants a copy can pay Chief Daniel who is stationed
beside the door and will be watching everyone who leaves.”
Needless to say, many bar patrons were more than happy
to oblige the sheriff.
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"We were just having fun and
everyone knew it," said
Headrick. "But the way the story
came out it sounded like extor-
tion!"

Regardless of Headrick's
wild anties, no one ever accused
him of not being a good law en-
forcement officer. Several
months after taking office he met
with Daniel and talked about his
plans to, "Clean up Huntsville."

After listening patiently for
a few minutes, Bulldog inter-
rupted the sheriff. "Who are you
going to arrest?' He asked. Are
you going to arrest "X?" He uses
the mayor as a character refer-
ence. Or how about "Y?" He was
the best man at Judge "X's" wed-
ding and is in tight with "Z." You
want to go after "X"? Forget it!
You try that and the people in
Montgomery will have your job
next week! You better remember
that Huntsville's a small town
and you have to work with these
people.”

‘T laughed," said Headrick,
‘but the next day at the ecourt-
house I started looking around.
Bulldog was right. They didn't
want a sheriff to enforce the law,
they just wanted a shetifff to ar-
rest the murderers and keep the
riffrafif off the street.”

To a community used to a
sheriff keeping a low profile,
Headrick was a radical depar-
ture from tradition. Unfortu-
nately, he attracted the attention
of the wrong people.

The State Attorney General's
office, still smarting over the
wiretapping episodes a few years
earlier, began taking a quiet look
at the new Sherifff of Madison
County and the F.B.I. began
questioning friends and associ-
ates about possible corruption
in the department. Even the In-
ternal Revenue Service got into
the act by probing into
Headrick's income and ex-
penses.

Probably more dangerous,

though Headrick didn't realize it
at the time, was the attention he
was attracting to the local gam-
bling and bootlegging industries.
Federal authorities had been
working on an indictment of the
Sehlitz Brewing Company of
Milwaukee, when they uncovered
allegations that the company
had paid a local beer distributor
$42,000 to promote their beer.
Investigators then began prob-

ing beer sales in Madison County
and soon discovered it to be one
of the "wettest counties in the na-
tion."”

The tiny town of Triana, Ala.,
with a population of only 228
people, sold 320,064 cases of
beer in one twelve month period.
That was equal to 1,404 cases
of beer for each resident. New
Hope, population 1,300, sold
379,265 cases of beer in the
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same period. Many people as-
sumed Headrick was being paid
to turn a blind eye and as he
became the focus of investiga-
tions it began to draw more at-
tention to the bootleggers. It
would almost be an understate-
ment to say they were not happy
with the current publicitiy.

And then there were the gam-
blers. Bookies and card garmes
had been operating openly in
Huntsville for years but new that
authorities were taking a close
look at bootlegging and payoffs,
they too came under the magni-
fying glass. The fact that Bull-
dog and Headrick both were avid
card players only made matters
Worse.

*Things got so bad," said ene
bookie in business then, “that
the F.B.I. was parked out in
front, state investigators parked
in the alley and the Huntsville
News on the telephone, all at the
same time."

"It wasn't any secret that Dave
Headrick had to go. His party-
ing and carousing was bringing
the heat down on everyone.”

"Bullldog knew [ was in
trouble before I did," remem-
bered Headrick. "He came in my
office one day and after elosing
the door, told me to sit and lis-
ten. He told me that rumers
were flying all over town about
investigations and that the word
on the street was they would
continue until something was
found to indict me with.”

"At first I was incredulous but
after thinking about it for a few
minutes I realized the serious-
ness of the situation and asked
Bulldog what he thought I
should do."

“Just do your job and keep
your mouth shut,” he replied,
"and let me see what I ean deol”

If Daniel thought he eould
make the investigations go away,
he quickly learned differently
when he himself became the fo-
cus of the criminal probes. The

investigators had long suspected
that Bulldog was the middieman
and the only person that could
connect Headrick with the al-
leged payoffs.

The campaign against Daniel
was subtle at first. An investi-
gator would call him at work to
pass on gossip about which of
his friends were talking to the
FBI., and odd things like the
week's menu for Kilby Peniten-
tiary, began arriving in the mail.

Strange ears would park in front
ofhis house with the motor run-
ning, rapidly driving off when-
ever someone approached.

Try as they might however,
the investigators soon realized
they had reached a stalemate. No
one was going to provide any in-
formation about Headrick or
Daniel as long as they were in
office.

Ironically, it was the sheriffs
department which finally pro-
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vided the authorities with the
break they needed. On June 15,
1977, Headrick was involved in
an altercation with two young
soldiers at a local nightclub.
When the sherifff ordered the
soldiers to leave and they re-
fused, they were taken to the
county jail. What happened next
soon became the subject of con-
troversyy.

One of the soldiers testified
in eourt that Headrick and an-
other police officer, Lt. Graves,
assaulted him in the jail.
Headrick claimed that any beat-
ing was done by Graves alone,
and while Graves admitted his
participation, he swore that
Headrick was also involved.

'T know it sounded bad," re-
calls an old veteran, "but you
gotta remember in 1977, people
just didn't euss out cops and
get away with it."

The jury chose to believe the
soldiers' version of the events
and on November 10, 1977,
Sheriff Dave Headrick was sen-
tenced to ninety days in jail on
a federal misdemeanor charge.

“Getting only ninety days
was the worst thing that could
have happened to Headrick," re-
called a local attorney. "If he had
gotten at least a year they would
have probably dropped the other
investigations."

After Headrick was con-
victed, Governor George Wallace
appointed Bob Eddy as the new
sheriff. Immediately after being
sworni in he called Herman
Daniel, Bulldog's brother and
also a long time deputy sheriff,
inte his office.

"Bulldog's got to go.” Herman
recalled Eddy saying. "My people
don't want him and ifhe stays he's

“When | was born the doctor
took one look at my face,
turned me over and said,

“Look, twins?”

going to be indicted.”

"He just wasn't the same after
he left the force," recalled Eunice
Merrell. "He used to come by the
restaurant all the time and he had
always been a quiet person but
now he would sit there and drink
his coffee and stare into space. He
used to carry his gun in his pocket
and whenever he sat down he
would reach for it and move it out

of the way. Now when he reached
for it there was nothing there. I
thought he was one of the loneli-
est men in the world at the time."

“He was in one hell of a situa-
tion," remembered a close friend.
“If he didn’t cooperate with the
authorities he eould literally spend
the rest ofhis life in jail. But ifhe
did, he would become a pariah.
Hell, everyone in Huntsville had
something they wanted to hide
and now they were all wondering
what Bulldog would say about
them, ifhe talked.”

With Headrick and Bulldog
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out of office it became easier for
the prosecutors to find people
willing to testify.

'T admitted making payoffs
to "X" and "Y," remembered one
prominent bookie, "but this was
ridiculous. I told them I had
never given a penny to Bulldog
and why should I? I was operat-
ing in the city and Bulldog was
the county law. IfI was paying off
the county where was the eity sup-
posed to have been? Playing
tiddlywinks?"

*They accused me of lying
and said they were going to call
me before a grand jury. IfI told
the same story they would in-
dict me for perjuiry.”

"I figured this was a good
time to take a vacation. A loeng
one- out of state."

'l heard from Bulldog while
I was serving my sentence at
Lampoc in California,” recalled
Headrick. "He seemed almost
resigned to what was happen-
ing." "It's just a matter of time,"
he wrote.

On June 7, 1978, Dave
Heaclrick and Bulldog Daniel
were indicted on felony rack-
eteering charges. The indictment
alleged thirty-nine counts of con-
spiracy and bribery involving
orgamized gambling in Hunts-
ville and Madison County. If
convicted they were facing up to
forty years in jail.

"After I got out, I went to Ment-
gomery to talk to "X" about the
indictment but he wouldn't talk to
me in his office," reecalled
Headrick. "I met him that
evening at the Holiday Inn and
he told me there wasn’t nothing
he could do. The whole thing
was causing trouble for too
many people and someone had
to take the fail.”

*About a week before the
trial was scheduled to begin Bull-
dog called me and said he wanted
to talk. "X" had already told me
the state was trying to cut a deal
with Bulldog to get him to testify
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The Hidden Gardens of
Old Town Tour
Sunday June 4

L£80-5:00 pm

(Ram Dale Sunday June 1h®)

Tickets $10

Advance tickets available from:
Antiques on the Avenue (Pratt Avenue), In Bloom (Pratt Avenue)
and Shaver’s Books (Whitesburg Drive). Tickets also available
from participating gardens on the day of the tour.

Gardens located on Clinton, Holmes, Dallas and Calhoun
in Old Town, Downtown Huntsville.

Free parking at Holmes Street Methodist Church

Oid Tewn Historic District Association.
For more details, Phone: 534 - 7983
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against me but we had been
friends for too many years for me
not to meet him."

‘We met on Bankhead Park-
way at one of those scenic pull
offs where you can see all of
Huntsville down below. Neither
one of us spoke about the up-
coming trial. We just sat there
on the rock wall in silence
watching the flickering lights
below.

"Several times Bulldog started
reminiscing about something that
had happened many years earlier
and began to chueckle about it.
Then his voice would trail offand
there would be silence again. I
asked him ifhe remembered my
first day on the force.

Yeah," he replied laughing,
‘and you still need a haircut!”

If everything seems to be
going well, you have over-
looked something.

Paul Firenzi

As we walked back to the car we
shook hands and he told me good
luck. I told him that he was my
friend and to go ahead and do
what he had to do.  would under-
stand.

'T never saw him alive after
that.”

Three days after the death of
Bulldog Daniel, Dave Headrick
appeared in Federal court in
Florence and pleaded guilty to

Eric Jackson
(256) 880-1839
Humtsville, Alabama

Long Term Imsurance Agent:

www.EricJacksonll.TC.com

one count of conspiracy to aceept
bribes to protect gambling opera-
tions in Madison County and was
sentenced to four years. Without
Bulldog much ofthe government's
case had essentially collapsed.

‘I believe I could have fought
and won,” said Headrick, "but it
just wasn't worth it any more. My
best friend was dead, my career
was destroyed and I was broke.
All I wanted to do was to go some-

Genworth®

Financial

Call 534-0052 for additional details and price

For Sale by Owner
608 East Clinton Ave.

= 3,400 Square Feet

- Spacious historical home built in 1921
- Two story stucco

- Large rooms with hardwood floors

= Four bedrooms

- Three full bathrooms

- 15 X 22 master bedroom with tray
ceiling & glamour bath

- Boasts a beautiful library, den, living &

dining room

-Greatopen kitchen
- New roof, plumbing & heating

I EEEEEEEEEEE——————————————."
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where and crawl in a hole.”

Though Coroner Sam Spry
had ruled the death of Bulldog as
suicide, many people refused to
accept this. Most people in Hunts-
ville had heard the rumors eof
Bulldog supposedly implicating
prominent people in the rackets
and now it was easy to believe he
had been murdered to keep him
quiet.

‘T heard the same rumors
and that's why I asked for a
grand jury," said Fred Simpson.
*So many stories and exaggera-
tions had been told that I knew
no one would believe it until the
facts were laid out. The bottom
line is the grand juiry, the coro-
ner, the state toxicologist, the At-
torney General's office, the FBI,
theSherifffs office and the Hunts-
ville police all investigated it and
they all agreed it was suicide. Ifit
was murder, every one of these
offices would have had to conspire
to keep it a secret and that's im-
possibie."

"Huntsville ean’t keep a seeret
that wellf”

With Bulldog’s death officially
ruled suicide only one question
remained -- why?

Perhaps the best answer was
given by Earl Frazier, the old-
time veteran of the shetifffs de-
partment, who when reminiseing
several years ago, was asked why
he thought Bulldog committed
suicide. Frazier was silent for a
long time, almost as ifhe was re-
membering his own days of wear-
ing a uniform. Finally after what
seemed like an eternity he slowly
replied.

"Would you turn against all
ofyour friends?”

In 1985, Dave Headrick was
awarded a pardon from the
State of Alabama.

Live simply. Love
generousiy. Care deepiy.
Speak kindly. Leave
the rest to God.
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Pan-Fried Cauliflower

1 head fresh cauliflower
4 T. Olive Oil

It salt

hit. black pepper

Heat oil in frying pan and add
caulifiower pieces flat side down.
Cook in oil over medium-high
heat til pieces are browned on
one side, then turn to brown
other side. Sprinkle with salt &
pepper and serve hot.

Wash caulliflower and cut
each floweret into 1/4” pieces.

wD be miost certain tiving about the
Sfuture is its uncertainty.
Ht's ntver too early o be responsible.
OwrfjFamily (fare Programs
fireefawilies from emotional and
Sfimancial decision-mafyng ssben numbed by
the loss ofa loPed one.

LAUGHLIN SERVICE
Funenal Home & Crematory, Inc.
2320 Bob Wallace vifRe. FiW.  334-2457
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News From 1886 | Reward Offered

- Last Saturday night some malicious scoundrel Lost in or around the courthouse, a wallet
killed a horse belonging to Mr. H.W. Helm, the well | containing approximately $600. A $5 reward
known blacksmith. The horse, a very fine one, was | will be paid.
in the pasture bordering the spring branch, and was Jrom 1897 mewspaper
killed by being struck just above the eye with a brick-
bat. We trust the perpetrator may be discovered and
appropriately punished.

- Yesterday, in the Big Cove, a man named Stewart
Wishard was shot and mortally wounded by a man | OwrMamls - YauConTOO!
named R.S. Bufford, swwho was arrested. The trouble and Lovin' [t
arose about a dispute in regard to crops. Wishard was
eropping on Buford's place. It is thought Buford was
justifiabie.

- We understand it is reported through the coun-
try that yellow fever is in Huntsville. This is untrue.
There has not been a single case of yellow fever in
Huntsville up to this time. LOVE WHAT YOU DO!

- Mr. Timothy Murphy, of this city, received a
dispatch last Friday from Canton, Miss., conveying the

sad information that his wife, daughter and grand- We don’t sell, stock or
daughter were all down with yellow fever. Mr. Murphy deliver products. We
left on the next train for Canton, and it is reported he are a 100% Risk Free
has been seized with the dread disease. opportunity with

PS. Since writing the above we have been informed excellent credentials
that all of Mr. Murphy's grandchildren have the fever, including a clean
and that one of them has died ofthe disease. record with the BBB.

- Appeal to Mothers - Clothing partially worn or
outgrown, sheets or bedding of any description, rem-
nants of calico or domestic, such as always accumu-
late in families - any of all these articles are earnestly
solicited for the Orphans of the
plague-stricken city of Memphis. |

- Miss Kate Erskine will open A i H
& School at the residence of Mrs. ttent on omwners
S. C. Erskine, on Franklin Street,
on Monday, the 2nd of Septermn- A 62 & OId
ber. The patronage of the public ge er
is respectfully solicited.

- Charlie Rice, the one-eyed
Negro from Mr. Frank McClung’s

place in Little Cove, was tried
on a complaint before Justice

* FHA - Hud Approved, Insured Program

Figg, last Saturday, charged with * Receive Tax Free Money From Home Equity
an attempt to rape Linda * No Repayment Required While You Live In
Beasley, aged 10 years. Rice was Your Home

arrested after an investigation ol * No Credit Check

the facts committed. He came ¥ We Make House Calls

from Jackson Coumty. Call 1-888-765-0093 - Alabama

Willlam Mark Spry - Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Safeway Mertgage - 770-434-9486
2655 So. Cobb Drive - Smyrna, Ga. 30080
Georgia Residential Mortgage Lie. # 6400

“Sex at age 90 is like trying
to shoeot pool with a rope.”

Camille Paglia


http://www.ilovemyfam.info

Dr. Griffith has seen firsthand
the effects of rising healthcare
costs on families. "The diag-
nosis is clear. Our healthcare
system needs change. If we all
work together in Montgomery
we can find the way to provide
affordable healthcare for
everyone. If other states can
do it, so can we. Finding the
solution is good for business
and good for our families." As
your full time Senator, Parker
Griffith has the medical and
business experience to make
these changes happen.

Another issue close to his heart
is early childhood education.
This period of life is critical to a
child's development and
impacts the rest of his/her life.
Parker Griffith is dedicated to
promoting quality education in
Huntsville, at all levels. His
Family Foundation has already
given many grants to our
schools.

Old Huntsville Page 65

Parker Griffith has always
been a leader - as a physician,
a businessman, and in our
community. In the State
Senate, he will put his leader-
ship to work for us. He will be
an independent voice in
Montgomery, not tied to any
special interest.

Paid for by friends of Parker Griffith, P.O.Box 2482, Huntsville, AL 35804
Amy Garrison, Treasurer
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Memories

by Elizabeth Duggan

My husband and I were living
in Toledo, Ohio in 1943 when he
received a transfer to Huntsville
to work on the Arsenal as a
quality control manager.

The biggest thing I remember
about the trip is the flat tires.
Tires were rationed at that time
and impossible to buy. Most
people just put more patches on
top of the patches.

We got to Humisville on a
Sunday and tried to check into
the hotel. Theylaughed at us and
told us that unless we were a
General or a Congressman there
was no way we could get a room.
All the rooms were reserved for
months in advance.

We spent the first night
sleeping in the car. The next
morning I drove my husband to
the Arsenal gates and then set
about trying to find a place to
stay. Someone told me that I
would have better luck in West

Humisville so I drove there,
parked the car, and started walk-
ing up and down every street
asking about a place to rent.

I finally found a woman who
agreed to rent us a small build-
ing in her back yard. It looked
like a coal shed and I found out
later that it once was. Our land-
lady used to sit on the porch all
day, chewing tobacco and talk-
ing about yankees and blood-
lines.

I remember toward the end
of the war when two German
POWs escaped from the Arse-
nal and were eaught on the street
where we lived.

Actually, they didn’t escape -
they just walked off and went to

will show you:

meet your savings goal.

Clark Williams
Investment Representative
Civ Plaza Sulte #15
Huntsville, Al 35801

Bus. 256-539-8746
Toll-free 888-539-8746

We can provide a free college cost analysis that

| approximately what the college of your choice is
expected to cost in the future;

§ how much you'll have to save monthly or annually; and
1 how to develop an investment plan that can help you

Call or stop by today for more information.

town where they had dinner and
went to a movie before turning
themselves in. The next day there
were Government people all over
the neighborhood telling us not
to talk or say anything about it.

My husband bought a glass
chess set from one of the POWS
on the arsenal but it got lost in one
of our moves.

We moved to Florida in 1986,
but I still eall Huntsville home.

“The law of gravity says no
fair Jumping up without
coming backdown.”

Seen on 3rd grade studeni's
science paper

www.edwardjj
Marmber SIPC

Edwadjames

Serving Individual Investors Since 1875

COIR

N e ———


http://www.edwardjones.com
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers

insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



In the 1950’s Huntsville was booming. Rocket scientists, engineers and military con-
tractors were flocking to the Arsenal to become part of the space program.

For many people prosperity was an elusive dream. Born in a cotton town and raised in
a cotton mill, these people had few of the skills needed for the new industries.

They persevered however, continuing to work in the mills and live in run down housing
so their children could get the education needed for the new era.

They are part of what has made Huntsville great.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week
(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov’t. Post Office
UPS Shipping



